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Chanegllor,

Robert Rilgy, Chairman of BP Trinidad and Tobago, Igads a company
that producgs twentg-five pereent of Trinidad and Tobago's tax
revenag and sells two billion cubie feet of natural gas dailg. Indeed, BP
Trinidad and Tobago, ong of fourtegn units of the BP Group,
contributes tgn peregnt of that group’s worldwide production, ong of
the highest gas producers globally.

[n BP Robert Rilgy commands the highgst confidgnee in his abilitigs,
but he is as rgspected in our national busingss community as in the
intgrnational argna. Undgr his lgadgrship, production in the Trinidad
busingss has grown from 200 to 480 million barrels of oil per day and
continugs to climb, his pgrformancg attracting the 2003 Chaconia Gold
Medal for contributing to thg nation’s gconomic deveglopment. In the
words of John Galsworthy, “If you do not think about the future gou
cannot havg ong.” Robert Rilgy has dong morg than think about it: he
has actively participated in the construetion of our future.

In boosting national dgvelopment through expansion of the gas
industry, he standardised offshorg petroleum platforms. The
Cannonball platform, first constructed in Trinidad and Tobago, boasts
thirty-four peregnt local content including gngingering and design, and
was followed by two similar platforms within two years. These
templates for platform degsign have led to significant savings.

Robert Rilgy has also transformed opgrations in BP Trinidad and
Tobago to achigve a safety statistic of world class gxegllgnee, by
sgarching out and addrgssing root causgs with unprecedented
feroeity. In championing safety awargngss and according safety
procgdurgs his highgst priority, he has shifted focus to gffeet an




gmphasis on people. Similarly, heg has built community relationships,
devising systems for sustainablg development in Magaro, including
assistancg in creating small busingssgs through micro loans and a
rgsourcg cgntrg with coursgs in compuater training. iggressively
backing gnvironmental projects, he drivgs the rengwablg gnergy
agenda and foregs reduction of gregnhouse gasegs at Galgota. Having
supported ong of UWI's Flagship Programmes, the B.8¢ in Petroleum
Geology/Geoscigneg, from the outset, hg pushegs us to bg more
gngaged in Regservoir €ngingering.

Nor dogs he distance himself whilg supporting his community.fig has
sung with the Mariongttes Choir, ong of the cultural groups that BP
sponsors annually. flis support for pan assists TRenggades
specifically, along with gengral dgmand for recognition of the art form
- all this whilg sponsoring literary accomplishment, a photography
competition and achigvgment in mathgmatics. The creativity that he
brings to lgadership in busingss and industry also egchogs in his
singing of calypso and playing of quatro.

Robert Rilgy is not only the first Trinidadian to risg to CEO in the
Amoco system - but startigs us as a UWI graduate who has soared in
the egnergy industry with qualifications in {griculturg and in lsaw
rather than in Technology. But perhaps this gxperigneg of corporate
law hongd the impressive nggotiator, articulatg in urging his position
yet controlled, fostering amicablg relationships while ensuring
outcomgs of mutual bengfit. Indeed, he is widely praised for holding a
steady ship, maintaining viablg associations with competitors,
community and Government.

Collgagugs arg awed by his tenacious and pengtrating quality of mind,
gven as they chuekleg about him “making his own clocek”. flis propensity
for gxtracting information often throws megting schedules into tatters.
Ultimately, however, he uncovers solutions, and gvegn as he takes
circumstancgs apart heg constructs futurgs. Within the company he
spends timg with co-workers, listgning, stimulating them to gxeel in
performancg at the highest lgvels and creating opportunitigs for
upward mobility. In sgeking paths for talgnted Trinidadians to advance
in the BP system intgrnationally, he has propelled local men and
womegn into managgrial positions worldwidg.

Robert Rilgy combings busingss acumen with a passion for individual
and national welfarg and advancement.

Chancgllor, | prgsent Mr. Robert Riley and ask that by the authority
vested in gou by the Council and &¢nate of The University of the West
Indigs, you confer on him the degree of Poctor of laws, Lonoris causa.
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