
NEW YEAR ' S EVE, 1982: 
A Season of Hope 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
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Good even i ng: In a li t t l e under six hours from now the year 1982 

will come to an end and the year 1983 will begin; and everywhere , 

in wost corner of the earth , and allowing for the differences of 

time , the peoples of the ear t h will come together in spi rit , and 

toast i n the New Year in a worldwide expre sion of hope for better 

times and better things o This is how i is and how it has been for 

year after year as far back i nto the human past as the oldest among 

us can remember . It is a ki nd of ritualisti c seasonal looki ng back 

and looking forward with hope o No matter that the past year , now 

fast dyi ng , has been a hard and diffi cul t one for most ordinary 

~eople all over the world ; no matter that unemployment is massive 

and sti ll growi ug everywhere - for instance, the U.S. steel giant , 

Bethlehem Steal will start the New Yer by cut t i ng back and laying 

off up to 10 , 000 of its workers -; no mat t er that there is hunger 

and downrigh star~ation and lack of water in vas t sections of 

Asia and Africa and Latin America; and no matter tha~ the forecasts 

of the experts are anything but rosy; people go into the New Year 

with hope , for th· s · s the season of hope . And hope is not a bad 

thing to have at this time 1 for you cannot go forward if you have 

no hope · you cannot build anything if you think it i s po i n tles 

to make a starto And we in J maica , and we i n the human r ace , ar e 



going to need all the courage and all the love of country and of 

fellow-citizen and all the wi l l to adapting and improvising, if we 

are to hol d on to our hopes in 1983 and bring them anywhere near 

realisat ion o Ther e are going to be no easy or ick or slick 

solu tions to social and economic problem o C.B.I6 i s go i ng to be 

delayed , i f · t comes t hrough , and even then we are goin g to have to 

produce and compete for the f ew markets it will open up o And poor 

~n d unemploy d Americans are as un i kely to spend the little they 

have n i mports from the car·bbeen as our own poor are l i kely t o 

s pend on Ameri can and European i mports o There is h ope in the fac t 

that ou leader are facing key issue l e s i de logicallyo Bartering 
is 

i s no longer a dir ty cow.munist device; state rad· ng/no l onger a 

dangerous economic he~siy o Changi g names i s savin face o The witch-
) 

hunting too , seems to be muted which i s the beginning of recognition 

that · t need tbe ski l send the ommitment and the hardwork of all 

J emai cans to del ·ver J amai ca o There are obstacles of course: the non­

essen tial i mper s t hat cripple or kill ocal enterpr i e: food , sweets 

chocolates , even soft drinks and beer o We hope at tention will be 
in 1983, 

given t o thesej and espe dia l ly to a greater effort to feed ourselves 
land 9 

from our own/ x!!llm]l[xu r.s which is the true begi nn in g of any effort at 

relat ·ve econ omi c self-sustaining growth ; but growth is go ing to be 

difficul t 9 ·ust holdir1g our ow i :.:; go ing to be an ach • evemen t o And we 

must hope for greate ecognition of the exemplary services of our 

nur e and our young doc t ors and our teachers , and for an end to the 

hameful victimisation of some teachers because of their p li t ics" 

If you become ike your en my , if you use h . me thods to figh t h1m9 

then what is it that you figh t agai n t? We must hope that pri nci pl e 

wil l be our gui ding l i ght , ot a to l of convenie ce 0 And : e~-r h fo r 
pe Ve an d love among u be cauf e i t i s t he season of hope 0 Ha~py NY 0 

~ ~O~i~t 



Christmas Eve , 1982 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
December 24 , 1982 , 6 o10pom 

Good evening : Christmas Ef,e, 1982 , is a peaceful a.nd quiet time 

up in t he hills of r ur~l Sto An drew; but then it usually is o The 

Christmas ' breeze t blows t hrough the hills almost everyday and the 

nights have been cold enough over the pa t few days for people to 

need thick sweaters and warm blankets on their beds ,., It i s a time 

of preparation for fami ly get- togethers ; and the mos t bi tter complai nt 

this year is ove~ the lack of water o It could be one of the most 
• 

waterle s s Cli_r f stn:e.ses ev r . And ·on e woman ' s most fervent wish fo 
a 

this Chri trna~ is to have enough water to have/really decent warm 

bath on Christmas morn i ng. The absen ce of rain means that even the 

drums of collected and tored rain-water has run out or is running 

outa The failures in our utilitie s are still plaguing us , despite 

the p% mises ; and water is basic, 1 year round , bu_t especially at 

Christmasa 
l.L .:...JC~ 

Still , the land is more peaceful• this ~ than in a 

long time and for tbis I think a pas ing thought of apprecia t i on 

hould go to the political oppestt mnn which has left ~he government 

alone to get on with the business of governingo There have been no 

fires i no threats , no shaki ng up of the societyo In other respects , 

too , we can be thankfu o For instance , a stark note on .American nadi 

new this morning said tha t l\~~ half a mi l i on poor Americans 

will not have heating oil for their homes thi Christmas because t he 
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cannot pay for their heating oil and the companies have cut them off . 

Many of these people , and many who are homeless and undernourished , 

will die of the bitter cold this Chrisunas . The very poorest in 

J -maica will at least have the blessing of a kind and warm climateo 

So for us , this is a Christmas of mixed bless·ngs: we are not as 

badly off as many others in supposedly better place that we are 

called to model ourselves on o But things are not as rosy as our 

political spokesmen , for reasons of their own , try to make out. 

Those who hage to spen~l ours searching for water, those who are 
i .1. some 

worried lest the next power failure mashes up/precious appliance or 

spoils the Chr i stmas joint , those who have the dai ly hassle of ·ust 

getting about , and , above all , those who have to struggle harder and 

harder just to survive and earn a bread - they know how rough things 

really are o And this is where one of our big problems lie . If your 

leaders tell you how good things are and you yourself know how bad 

they really are 9 a credibility gap opens up between the leaders and 

the led . We are getti.ng into such a situati on now and I hope govern­

ment spokesmen will find the good sense to tell it like it is , 

unvarnished , ungilded , before it is too late . Perhaps they still 

believe that a faithful adherence to the Reagan- type deregulating 
conservative • 

free - market/K~mtJm:~ economic prese • iption is the answer to our 
itself 

problems . The trouble is the thing is not working in America/and it 

has played havoc with our own local manufacturer and producer : look 

at all the foreign toys for Christmas , the card , the shoes the 

clothes on oar streets todayo Our own producer cannot compete so xka 

local tgy-making is virtually killed , as is so much else by the free 

inflow of foreign goods o Our fate now , as the CBI business shows , is 

not determined by what the Jamaican parliament decides but by what 

happens in the America~ ongresso And the outlook is no ~ od
0 

Perhapf 
it is time once more to~~e~iscover ourselves and our own int r sts 
Have good Chris as of Peace and love o Goo dn i gh t 0 "- e e 0 



1) Lame Duck Congre s s & C. B. I . 
2) No jobs pr ogramme; no MX funding 
3) Mexico Devalues Again 
4) Buri als & Explosions in South Afr ica 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
December 20 ? 1982 , 6ol0p om 

Go od evening: The 'lame duck' s~ssi.on q f the Uni t ed States Congre s , 

now awing to its cl ose , appears to have been kin der to the t overn­

ments of the Cari bbean and Cen t r a i America than to its own unemploye 

American workerso We will get our C. B. I o before this Congress goes 

out of existence; t4e American unempl oyed worker s will not get either 

the $5 o4- thousand- rn lli on jom programme proposed SY t he U. S . House 
o-c,ut__· 

o Represen t ative s or the smaller $lo2-thoysand-mi llion lproposerl by 

t he U. S. Senate o President Reagan has made it pl ain to t ongre s s that 
money 

he would veto any/bill 

programme proposals o So the Congress 

which contained either of the two jobs 
; · \+~ 

gave in and dropped ~ r jobs 
~~ ~ 

programmes o But ~ also took ~ revengeo The House of Represent­
last week 

ati ves , which had already/rejected the $26-thousand- million inter-

continental ballis tic missiles , MX, Reatfr reques t wa yesterday 

·oin~ y the Senate 9 So the Government funding bil which wi l go to 

the Pre ident for his signature today will have no provision for 

either ·obs or the buil ding of the MX m· ssiles ., So Mr o Reagan , too , 

has suffered a ·gnificant setback which coul d have serious implicat-

ions for h "s th ra er confrontationist fore i gn policy posture 0 An d 
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the new Congress which take over in Wqshington next January will be 

a very different one from the one now coming to the end of its life 9 

For one thing the new Congress will not have the coalition of conserv­

ati ve Houwe Democrats and Republicans to ensure that the President 

has his way on all crucial issues ~ I think the Great Persuader i s 
a lot horse 

going to have to do/aif*i more dealing and/trading and compromising 

for whatever he wants: the price of his MX programme may well be a 

much bigger jobs programme the next time aroundo So we do look like 

be i ng the only beneficiaries , i n the short run , at leasto Bu t I think 

it would be a grave mistake for us to see the C. B. I o as any sort of 

mir~ le cure a Giv.e credit where it is due , by all means ; but always 
V 

remember this is just an opportunity which w4 must exploit in a 

con text of fierce competition : if etlr produv t can ' t compete CoBo I . 

won ' t mean mucho And oil- rich Mexi oo, an economic giant of the region 

yesterday devalued i ts currency for the thi rd time this yearo The 

Me xican ·Peso is now worth just a litt le over a quarter of what it 

was at t he beginning of this yearo Much of the bl ame for this 

terrible state of affair s is , of course , Mexico ' s massive spending 
new- found 

spree based on her/oil richeso But there are those who also wonder 

to what extent a deliberate squeeze play has contributed to these 

developments o If t here was any such it is not likely to come out for 

many yeartil Rerr ember how long it was before the true f acts about 

' faingi ng Mossedec~' and Iran came out? And finally and briefly 9 

there were six massive explosion s in Sou th Africa on Saturday ; two 

were near nuclear power stations ; material damage was great but no 

people were hurto The Afri can Nation a Congress was s trfilki ng back for 
the ki llings in Lesotho; and Saturday wa~ the day when the vi ctims 

. economic 
were buried~ Perhaps this ki nd of des~ru j tive/response wil l inhibit 

the racist South African killers just a little o Goodnight 0 



I 
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Christmas & Cari ng: 
The Poor & the Unemployed 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
December 17 9 1982 , 6ol 0p om 

shopping 
Good evening : Thee are just seven7days left to Chrmstmas - if yu~ 

include S day , and you have to s i nce so many pl ace s are open for 

Chri s tmas shopping; the pace is bec oming hectic, the road traffic 

a little dangerously fr nzi edo We are told that there is over au 

hundred millit,n more dollars in circulation than last year ; and so 

for some of us it wi ll be a bumper Christmas with colour television, 

video games , criss y cars , and all the parties we can attendo We can 

make it al l l ook deceptively glittering, as some of us are already 

doi ngo So what i wrong with having fun and grupes and joy? Nothing,, 

if you can get ito But what of those Jamaicans who will no t, this 

Christmas cp be able to afford a decent Christmas dinner , let alone 

the fun and games associated with Christmas? What about the 300 9 000-

odd unemployed Jamaicans? If these 300 ,000 unemployed were in Europe 

or even in the Unite d States , they would get some sort of relief 

assistance from their governments o And , much more impor tant in terms 

of our common humanity , there would be places where the really 

desperate and the really lonely would be able to go • on Christmas 

day and rece · ve a decent meal without fir t having to go through 

ome of the deep persoJl_al humi liations a ssociated with char i ty i n 
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our society; nobody would patronise or talk down to them or check 

out whether they belong to the right poli tical party or trade union 

or religious denomination; nobody would want to know how and why 

they lost their job or when they last worked and for whom . They 

would be welcomed with respect and they would be allowed to eat a 

Christmas dinner with dignity. These places are run by people who 

do not talk about caring but who act out their caring. They are 

usual ly found in church halls ; but education and labour association s 

are also involved in this kind of shari ng with those who are in 

needo And it is usually a vastly different thing from the local 

'treats' for the old or for children in which getting media attention 

seems such a prime consideration o You do not se,e newspaper pr 

television pictures of . some toothless old lady or gentleman in the 

act of pushing a spoonful of fo od into their mouths . Being poor and 

be i ng i n need is not turned into an embarrassm~nt and a shameful 

state o I can, for instance , see one of the once highly-paid but now 

laid- off 1bauxite workers , if he were in Eur ope , taking his family, 

all dressed in their Christmas best , to one such place where they 

can sit together and have· a decent Christmas meal without humiliation 

oT ther than a proud family ' s personal sense of humiliation at no,t 

being able to afford it for themselves o Here i n Jamaica such a workeJ 

would , if he had no fan:ily or very good fr i ends, have nowhere to 

turn and Chri stmas , for his family , especially his children , would be 

bleak. And believe .me , it will be bleak ,_for very very many Jamaicans c 

Ev.en those~ ·n ·obs will find the going tough if you consider that 
?f 2-. le,- .,eJ£· 

~ some of the en tir~~J l 1can workforce earns an aver.age of 
~ (Lv-- ~ · . 

$1CD.O a week .~ ••--, accor ing to 1981» Labour FoDce figures . We 

~ .s t i ll have s even days for groups like . the J amaica Council of Chrmhe s 
\. I} Om~~ {u C \v~ 

to t hink aboutrf ~ed~ the needy with 1dignity this Chri stmaso Goodn i g 
i-... ~ 



) European anti -nuclear demonstration & MX 
2) Dangers of War in Central .America 
3) Angola., Sou t h Africa , Nam1 bi a & the Cubans 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
December 13 , 1982, 6ol 0pom 

nuclear 
Good evening : The ma sive anti-&xaxx demonstr ations which began 

and West 
in Britain/~EIX&XIIJ Germany ye s ter day , an d whi ch today spread t o 

Fran ce , Italy and other West European countrie s i s con t i nui ng 

mani f es tation of the pf ound an d deepseated worry of most West 

Eur opeans about the nuclear arms race and the likeli hood of their 

countries becoming t he first battl.efields of a nuclear war· o THE 

immediate cause of this l atest protes t iw gi ven as the fac t that 
nuc l ear 

some 57? U. S. made/crui se missiles are to be based in Wester n 

Europe from the end of next yeax , 1983 . But this is a fact whivh 

has been known for some time now, and earlier this year the West 

Germans began what became a Europe- wi de massive wave of demonst a t ­

i ons o So why the r epeat now? Two new factors , I thi nk ., First there 

was President Reagan ' s la.test request t6 the Ameri~ Congre s s to 

vote some $26- thous and- million to begin depl oyment of 100 massively 

powerful new intercontinental lla.lli sti c mi ssileso Each of these 

missile s is over 70feet tall and is designed to carry ten nuclear 

bombs ; and each of those ten nucl~ar bombs i s at least seven teen 

times as powerful as the atom bomb which was detonated over the 

J apanese city of Hiroshima on Augus t 6th 9 1945 killing an es timated 
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100,000 Japanese in one searing fireflash. • So Mro Reagan's MX 

missiles , if deployed 9 would be able to kill seventeen times as 

many people as that early atom bomb o Do you wonder that the Europeans 

are frightened of their countries being the battlefield for that 

kind of deva~tation . The second new factor was that the UoS o House 

of Repres entatives last week rejected the President ' s request for 

jhat vast amount of money to deploy the MX o To be sure they turned 

it down on a technicality 9 rather than because they are opposed to it 

in principle; and the U. S. Senate has still to vote on the matter . 

But if this conservative Congress is · not willing to go with Reagan 

on his MX spending, next year's very much less conservative Congress 

will be even l ess willingo And if the waves of demonstrati ons, which 

are a message to political leaders everywhere, spi ll over Go the 

U. S. , the influence could be crucialo Another factor is that very 

few people , most military experts among them , accept the Reagan 
' Admi nistration claim that the Soviets have a nuclear superiority 

over the West . The experts tnink there is rough parity with the 

Americans enjoying an edge in sophistication of nuclear weaponryo 

In any case , the Ru s sians have said that if the .Americans go ahead 

with the MX, they will build their own o The Europeans , and most 

people, want less, not more 9 nuclear weapons in the worldo ·Then there 

is Central America where it looks as though Nicaragua and Honduras 
a 

are being pushed clo ser and closer to/war in which Honduras will 
- publicised secret 

in fact be an ~erican proxy o And finally , tho2e/talks between the 

Angolan and South African Foreigg Mini s ters o The Angolans wi ll 

demand ironclad guarantees of th;J territorial i n tegrity before even 

thinking of asking the Cucmns to leave o They have no illusions about 

r acist South African in tentionso Good.nigh t o 



The Law of the Sea Convention: 
A Political Postscript 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
December lO p 1982, 6olOp . m 

Good evening: The his toric Law of the Sea Convention was adopted 
here 

with pomp and ceremony/~«••~ in Jamaica today at one of t he most 

successful conferences ever organised by the United Nation, and I 

think Jamaica can just be proud of its pa.rt in t his affair. But , in 

a fundamental sense 9 the succe ss of this conference was a success 

for the peoples of the Thi d World i n particular , who have had 

least control over their own as well as the world's re sources p and 

for all mankind in general , who will now enjoy a greater and more 

equitable control over such resource s throu§h their chosen r epresent 

atives. And this, I think , is bound , in time , to deepen the 

participatory decision- making proce s s e s ee\tween nations and wi thin 

nations, even where these are at their weakest nowo When an event 

i s as truly histori c as this one , its after-influences and after­

effects are usually very much more far- r eaching than t he se involved 

can see at the time o The changes , following on the adoption of the 

Convention and the later signi ng and ratifice.tion of the L11w of the 

Sea , are going to be profound and long- term , even though they may 

not seem so in the short-run. Consider the power political equation 

The Uni ted Sta.t es 9 Gr eat Bri tain , West Germany and a few others 

are the odd-men out in what is otherwise a wordlwide consensus 0 
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And so, the key leading countries of the Western capitalist 

parliementary democracies are , or appear to be opposed to this 

careful ly worked-out ar1d agreed-on worldwide consensuso Indeed , 
Anglo- American- West German 

one of the ironic twi sts of this/waaXKXJ[ position is that if Mr o 

Ronald Rea.gan had not become President of the United States the 

United States would have signed the Convention and the other two 

would have fo l lowed suite The sad fact is that un l ike all previ ous 

UoSo administrati ons which took part in the negotiations over the 

years , for this administrati on I the interes ts of the in tern a t i onal 

community • i n whose name they·rais e their _objections really means 
_, And the 

the interests of the powerful multinati onal min i ng companies ./i• t 
effect of what they 
wkxtaxaxxikaixxmmtxxa would be to give them the old power of veto 

over all Law of the Sea decisions o The worl d maj ority does not 

wqnt t hi s . And so the ' world l eaders of freedom and democracy ' are 

movi ng in one direction , and the rest of the wor ld is movi ng in 

anothero And as within nations , so on the world stage , leaders 

withou t followers, wi thout m·a jori t y suppor t , so on cease to be leaderi 

In the l ong poli tical perspec t ive of hi story, this week ' s deliberat• 

ions and the decision s taken this week at the Law of t he Sea 

Convention 9 might well mark yet another , and rather major , turni ng 

poi nt in t he poli tice.1 9 economic and moral influence ext,r cised by 

the western democracies over the re s t of the w0rldo Many people , 
role 

all over the world are questi oning t he leadershi p/of the Western 

democracj.es in the l ight 01' this hi ghly publicised week at Montego 

Bayo We may not see t he results of that questioni ng for years ; but 

then the ultimate collapse of ancient Rome began with the apparently 

small matter of using lead t o glaze eating vesse~; in time that 
led to the collapse of 

foolishness and vanity/••~ix•~•• an empire 0 Will greed for seabed 

nodules lead to the ultimate collapse of the West? Good.nigh t o 



1) The Law of the Sea: Who Signs? 
2) Senior Citizens' Week 

NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For b~oadcast on Monday 
December 6, 1982, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: The histori c signing session of the United Nations 

Law of Sea Conference began here in Jamaica earl ier today; and who 

signs, and who does not sign , may,and probably wi ll , have a profoun d 

bearin1 n · how successfully !ind creatively the nations of the world 

co-operate in t he use of the resources of the sea and of the lan ds 

under the seao All the indications are that by Friday's signing 

ceremony the required fifty signatures will be there and the 
brought into 

Seabed Convention will be/•~IDXIIXDX formal beingo There will also 

be a second document set ing out all the details of the decisions 
'I I I • . • J! 

' · . f I;-'~ -
worked out during the 1"Yn=!lmiil~ years of negotiations leading up to 

I- .twa 
thi s final session . Tho se who sign .tkaaa,i•mlnll:.Et.ta only the second 

do cum en t, the so-called ' fin al act' w.i.11 no tz•-ffl!===°b"OU:B=d e~ tel am 

Qf thtCTJ11 11 e11 tino and will not have votin_B. rights in the work of 
~>- ~ .f" ~ -r~ 

the preparatory commissi on(; they will however be · able to attend as 
. L ean be assumed to be ratifyimg 
observerso So who signs the Convention/±~ committed to/the Law of 

the Sea Treaty later; who signs only t he ' f inal act • may or may not 

r atif y the Treat y~~atero The United States and Great Britain are 

on record as being opposed to the Convention in its present f orm. 

And if you bear in mind that the UoSo is the single largest 

contr ibutor of the money w~ich runs the entire United Nati ons 
I 
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operation , then t he U.S . move in the U. N. General Assembley last 

Friday to limit funding for the work of the preparatory commission 
that 

assumes the appearance of a threato The Uni te a States moved/the 

work of the preparatory commssion should be financed by only those 

who sign the Law of the Sea Conventi on o The Assembley rejected t his 

by am overwhelming vote . But what happens if the United States were 
"1:..-. ·h> 

to decide , vo t e or no vote , to use its contribution t o L'rrustrate the 

Law of the Sea? There is no way the General Assembl y can force it to 

pay its dues o This is a disturbing pointo Another is Britain's 
not to sign o 

announced decisionj West Germany and Ital y appear to be wavering 

under U.S. pressure not to sign o France and most of the other EEC 

countries, on the other hand , have decided to sign o So 9 i f push came 

to shove , will the se who sign be willi ng to make up a:n f shortfall in 

funding that may be caused by an .American and British f i nancial 

boycott? I hope so; for this may ~n f~ct~ settle once and for all, 
the notion 

/ that any one power , however super , can frustra t e UoNo de~isions by 

manipulative use of its contri butionso This is the challenge to all 

the signatories now at Montego Bayo For the West Europeans , the group 

with most influence over both the United States and Bri tain , the 

challenge is to peirnuade those two to think again.o The resources of 

the sea and the seabed are indeed the common heritage of all mankin d1 

not just of the biggest or the strongest or the greediest or of the 

multinati onals o They can delay the agreement , they may even frustrate 

in the short- run , but in the long run the Law of the Sea is an i dea 

who se time has come , and those who oppose it are doomed to failo 

And finally , this is Seni or Citizens Week o A fitting and real tribute 
which would 

would be a simple pass/i• allow them free public transport1 a 10% 
\ 

discount on basic food items , and quick and easy access to medical 

helpo That would really be daring to care at little costo Goodnight~ 



Economic Recovery , Morality & Sovereignty 

\ . 
NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Fridayi 
December 3 9 1982 , 6olOp. m 

Good evening : News reports of the free and easy availability of 

hard drugs , of sex and of thrills at the very highly successful 

Jamaica World Music Festival , seems to have touched a very raw and 

sensitive nerve in the Jamaican psyche . Very many thoughtful 

Jamaicans who are not particularly prudish or self-righteous , are 

deeply disturbed and frankly worried about where this relatively 

new blend of music , hard drugs and easy sex is likely to lead the 

society. At t he surface level some ~worried about cocaine 

addiction , a scourge in which people who are totally dependent on the 

drug will l~e and steal and even ki•ll to get the wherewi thall to 

satisfy thei~ craving. Others are worried about the diseases that 

inevi~ably accompany the free and easy sex. How many doses of 

syphillis or gonorrhea or genital herpes have been left behind in 

Jamaicans in those three aays? And once having been brought here , 

how does the society prevent the spreading of these diseases? And 

once our yo6ng peopie have been caught up in the mind-blowing 

thrills of ' free- basting ' and getting high on inhaling other people' s 

foul drug-laden breaths , how do we get them to settle down to 

ordinary j everyday productive and honest livi ng? At this level of 

very practical concern there are very many thoughtful J amaicans h W 0 
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&XBXXRX~xwmxxi•• 
are very worried that we may be putting a bitter blight on the 

I 

future of a huge segment of one generation of Jamai cans in exchange 

f or a bucketful of dollars . And yet we need that bucketful of 

dollars desperately so we cannot just cut off what looks like be i ng 

Oije of our biggest dollar earners in these hard times o So what are 

we to do? I do not think we can pretend , as some among us would 

do 1 that t his t hing will somehow leave our own young people untouched 

Sooner or _later they will be affected by it ; indeed many are already 

be'fing affected. Ganja is no stranger here so we need not adopt any 

holy-holy po s tures ; but the uglier and nastier versions of drug 

use and drug addiction which we have been spared up to now will 

increasingly become more available to our young, and it is in the 

nature of youth , especially where there is no centr al point or 

purpose to life , to experiment and to play with fire . There are 

others who woul d want us to keep our own people away from such 

festivals , just as there were those who felt that casi no gambling 

would be allright if Jamaican s were excluded. That is the way of 

apartheid , and I think mo s t of u s are agai ns t ito So what then? 

I do not think there are any easy answers , but I am sure ways can 

be worked out to minimise the i mpact of the uglier and more negative 

effects of these festivals o But those ways wil l not be worked out 

unless we all recognise the need for them o As long as we pretend that 

all is well in the best of all possible worlds we will do nothingo 

Very many people are worried about this thing 9 and the government 

had better believe ito The Prime Minister once talked of a moral 

crusade; I would urge him to consult wi th our church leaders and our 

social workers and then moun t such a crusade . And despite his juni or 

Minister I would also urge him to meet with the Press Associati on ? 
for that too , has t o do wi t h morali ty & Jamaican sovereigntyo Goodnigl 



l) ~~. 'its~ L brfi:.f-,1 
2) Mr. Reagan Runs into a 'firestorm' 
3) The GATT Statement 
4) The End of Solidarity 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Mon day 
Nevmber 29 , 1982, 6. lOp. m 

J -d~ 
Good eveni ng: The best and most welcome /news for Jamaican households 

report ~ 

was undoubtedly %ka% the/•••• that Minister of Industry and 

Commerce , Douglas Vaz had ordered the cooki ng gas distributors to 

put an end to the business of demanding deposits on gas cylinders. 

As far as consumers are concerned the government seemed to have 
stopping what 

taken an awful long time to get around to/%kux~maiJla:ax most of us .. 
saw as , straight rip-off of consumerso For it is a rip-off to ask 

any group of consumers to contribute dired tly to capitalise any 

company over and above the normal profits ~uch a company makes 

from its sales of goods and serviceso The customer is not there to 
directl y 

/ finance or subsidise the maintenance or improvemen t or enlarging of 

t he stock-in-trade of any businesso That must come from the profits 

of the business or the pockets of its shareholders. That is how the 

market system is supposed to worko So the question now is: What of 

t he large deposits that have already been forced out of people? 

ill these deposits be refunded , either in cash or a s a dvance 

payments for gas? To just order this 'illegal' matter to stop 

without also ordering that the money already collected by it be 

also refunded , is to part-condone this rip-offo So please Mr o Vaz, 

let those who were forced to pay get their money back ~ 
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On the No,rth American scene , President Reagan's people put out what 

journalists would call a 'flyer' - a sort of checking to see how peo1 

would react to an ideafto The idea was that unemplijymeDt u d social 

security benefits should be taxed as one means of finding money to 

create more jobso The reaction was instant and total - a kind of 

political 'firestorm' that found even sta\l.Ilch Republicans denouncing 

it in the bitterest terms . Within twenty-four hours of the idea 

firdt being put up Mr . Reagan himself denounced it as not the sort 

of thing he wanted . But many Americans saw this as yet another sign 

of the Pre ~iden t' s uiseBs:t.tvi ty to the plight of America's poor; 
some 

only, they used st:r;-onger words than 'ii:i sensitivity' and/speculated 

on what he would have done if there had been no violent outcryo 

The mood there is ammost as sombre as the mood here among the poor 

and the unemploye d. And the outcome of that GAT~ meeti~g in Geneva 
' 

will not improve thingso The Europeans,ft France in particular, dug 

in their heel , and refused to give an inch i n making it easier for 

.American agricultural products to be sold on the European marketo 

11he French know, and they let it be known , that American agriculture 

is pro't•c ted and subsidised 011 a scale greater than that of the 

Europeru1s, despite all the fine calls for free trade; so there was 

no agreement and the European s are ieepag their food markets to 

themselves, and keeping their agricultur al workerli at their present 

levels of employment • .And i n East Europe the weekend signalled[ the 

final defeat of the Polish Selidarity movement when i ts leaders 

called off further agitatioti o Perhaps Solidariiy would have gained 
by the Ame':iicans 

more for the Polish people if it had no t been maI1ipulatea;1nto' 

confr on tationist challenges against a regime that doe s not believe 

in 'ideological pluralism 'o Goodnigh1; ., 



1) The Sugar Workers Lay-off 
2) Agricultural Troubles at GATT 
3) Namibia & The Cubans in Angola 

NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
November 26 9 1982 , 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: l hat bit~er rearguard action by the trade unions of 

which I told you on Monday, has now resulted in 677 instead of 900 

sugar~ workers being made redundanto The unions have managed to 

save the jobs of 223 - for the time being. And other reports of 

lay-offs and staff cuts , and projected lay-offs and staff cuts in 

other area~ of the economy von tinue to come in al.most daily. It 

is just twenty-eight days to Christmas now and it would be a gift of 

sorts if all employers wer·e to declare a moratorium on any further 

announcements of lay-offs or projected lay-offs until after 

Christmas 0 Let people at leas t have as pleasant a Christmas as 

possible : do not let them go in-to Chriatmas shattered . And since 

it seem2 that we are now beginning to realise in earnest that there 

are no shortcuts to 'deliveranoe', no quick fixes through hand- outs 

from those who approve of our new political posture, it might make 
~ 

sense for us ~;ut the fraudulent upbeat chat and take sober stock 

of where we really are 9 and what we ourselves need to •do to work 

our troubles awayo And the first thing, it. seems to me,. that we need 

to do is to honestly face the hard fact of our growing unemploymen ·t 

and try seriously to do something about thato Even Mr o Reagan , whose 

unemployed / ' have the cushion of ·social security, is having second 
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and third thoughts about his conservati ve supply- side , trickle-down 

economic theories and working out ways for his government to take a 

hand in th·e creating of jobs for America • s va~t new army of unemployec 

I hope our government will read the lesson before it is too lateo 

Whatever else the private sector may be able to do , it cannot , all 

by itsel f , solve Jamaica's unemployment problem o Market forces means 

the survival of the fittest , the toughest and , often , the most 

unscrupulouso Governmen t s , elected by the people , have social 

responsib,:j,.li ties . which are not transferable·; if they do not discharge 

these responsibil ities they . betray the people's trusto We , and indeed 

most of the Western world, are at that testing point now o Which is 

one reason why that Ministerial meeting of the General Agreement OE 

Tariffs fPl d Trade going on in Geneva now 9 has ~~rned into something 

of a bitter stand- off between the United States and her European 

allies over agricultural markets in particularo American agriculture 

needs Europe's markets desperately if it is to flourish and reduce 
easily feed themselvvs & 

unempl oymento American farmers are so productive they can/£• •• all 

of Eu.rope , at a profit of course o The Europeans , on the other hand , 

need their Common Market for themselveso If t hey open it to the 
would not be able to 

Americans their own farmers/withstand the competition , their own 
and bal ance of payments 

difficult employment situation/would worsen o So the Americans want 
in agricultural exports 

' free trade 1/and the Europeans do not . Each side is concerned with 

its own self-interest , whatever the fancy language . We are singular , 

an~ singularly self-destructive by inclination in our rush to free 

trade and deregulation . Let us -hope we learn in time . And finally 

and briefly9 South Africa ' s foreign Minister is in Washington today 

to again press the case for Cu.ban withdrawal from Angola as a conditi ot 

for Namibian independence . If the Cubans withdraw the Angolan goverm-

ment will almos t certainly be overthrown d th 
~ \ S \"Cs.- ~ ,~ 

1 
or un er rown r Goodnight . 



Une~ployment: Action Wanted 

NEWS OOMMEN T.AR 
For broadcast on Monday 
November 22 , 1982, 6ol0p.m 

Good eveming: My information is that Jamaica's trade unions 

are, right now, fight·ing a bitter rearguard action to try and save 
some 

the jobs of/ 900 sugar workers who are slated. to be laid offo These 

lay-offs may take place any time from now to nelit Januaryo And of 

course , if the lay-offsclf ake place, it will not siwply be a case 
i-

of a group of men being parted from their jobs. These people have 
compulsory made 

had/ payroll deductions /for National Housing Trust and National 

Insurance and othet such acheme o Some of them have acquired homes 

and made mortgage arrangements to pay for such homes; others have 

bo6ght goods and services on long-term hire purchase arrangements . 

So for many, bei ng left by the job ~ould also mean being separated 

from a home or a piece of land or a piece of machinery, or being 

unable to put children through school . I have already discussed this 
of unemployment 

this wider spin-off effectj when we had the last sizeable l ay-off 

oc bauxite/alumina workers . The same sort of profound personal and 

social dislocation , the same sort of upending of family life , the 

same sort of mashing up of human plans and dreams takes plave each 

time workers lose their jobso And right now , Jamaica workers are 

losing their jobs at a very disturbing rateo The figures run high; 

and no amount of optimistic predictions and forecasts can compensate 

for the reality of what -happens to a family when the breadwinner CBJl 
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no longer bring home the bread, especially if it is so through no 

fault of bis own . And to tell us that there is risi ng W1employment 

everywhere elie in ~he world and that we must wait on the turn-around 

in the world economy , is to beg the real question o In the United 

States , in Canada , in Great Britain , in Western Europe , on whose 

systems our system is based , they all provide measures of assistanee 

to the unemployed : you have unemployment pay for a specified time 9 

then you have social security assistance to see you through a 

particular crisis . The unemployed are not discarded like useless 

rubbisho So what are we doing? To be sure there will be the tradit-
. 

ional Christmas work with its political pork-barrel overtones 9 and 
' , 

that wi l l ease conditions for those who have come to depend on it 

over the years . And a few thousand youngsters , mainly the better 

educated , will get some benefit from the HEART programme . And even 

thouggr~this a scratching of only ih4 surface of our unemployment JX 

problem , it is something and ~ must be applaudedo But what of the 
' large numbers of -highly skilled bauxite workers , and :.t•a: agricultural 

workers , and the middle and lower middl e~class workers in the manu-
and service 

facturing/sectorswho have lost jobs since 1960 . Does anybody dare 

to care about them? I still remember Mr . Shearer 1 s eloquent pleas, 

in opposition , for some form of unemployment pay for a period for 

workers who had lost their jobs. Now , as Christmas approaches i· is 
office and factory and mine 

the time when the thousands of/workers who had paid union dues 

and NHT and NIW and the rest .1 and who are now out of work , would 

welcome a few weeks of unemployment pay. So where are you , Mr o 

Shearer? And what has happened to Mr o J o A o Go Smith ' s job-sharing plans 
s 

Ple~e 1 show us by deeds , not words, who dares to care? 

Goodnight0 



The Caricom Summit : 
1) Economic Survi val 
2) Ideological Pluralism 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Fri day 
November 19 , 1982 , 6ol0p . m 

Good evening: The Third Caricom Heads of Government comference 

which ended here in Jamaica last night , was , from all accounts , a 

satisfac tory and successful affair o This does not of course mean 

that we are going to see results overnight . It does mean that the 

regio~ s l eaders have decided , very consciousl y , to tackle regional 

problems in a much more co-operative spirit than has been the case in 

the recent pasto And to me at least , t he s i nsle most i mportant signal 

of their determi nation to make this co-opera.tion a reality , was the 

fa.c t t hat they c ould s e t a date f or the next Heads of Government 

meeting, less than a yea:r from now. It was seven years between this 

week ' s meeti ng and the last one in l 975o So for them to agree to 

meet next J ul y i s a great step fo r ward i n .the business of closer 

co-operation and consul tation o It s eems that we are ., at long last , 

beginni ng to look i nwards for finding ika answers for some of our 

most pressing problems o For a time it had seemed that we in Jamaica 

in particular had decided that oui: economic salvation lay i n bei ng 
to 

the ' advance man ', so to speak , of our gian t nei ghbour :fxfm/the north 

from whom all blessing' flowed • ..A..nd many of our Car_i bbean ne i ghtbours 

had resented it, and the apparent special treatment we seemed to be 

enjoyi ngo Now , after this week ' s conference , things look a little 

more balanced .. To say this is not to advocate regional isolation i sm 0 

It is simply to say that the Caribbean people and their leaders must , 
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in the f i rst i nstance , initiate the plans and programnies that can 

be s t an swer Car ibbean needs . The region mus t do its own pl anning 

and decide its own pri ori ties and these who sa.y they are our fr i ends 

and want to help ca.n then come forward with their helpo That is the 

ki.md of aid an d co-operation that shows real respect for Caribbean 

soverei gntyo And this conference has taken a great and challenging 

step to mak~ that possibleo There are , of course pro~buas an d 

difficulties ; but given the good spirit now prevailing t hey can be 

solved. 

Even the potentiall y explosive and aivisive matter of human 

right s and free electi ons 1 which some tri ed to use as a vehicle for 

punishi ng and isolating Grenada and Guyana, no tably the five major . 
ne wwpaper houses of the region , was m~ted and dealt with sensiblyo 

I thought t he contri bution of Grenada ' s Prime Minister Bishop did 

much f or t his sane approach. Mr . Bishop s ai d he was willing to have 

the preamble to the Cari com Treaty changed to include references to 

' free fair an d regular elections ' provide d it also included reference, 

to such other human r ights a s j obs , f ood , clothing, health , housing 

and educati on . I n short , let t hose who l ay stress on human rights 
Universal 

i nclude all those righ t s enshrined in the UoN ./.Declarati on of Human 

Rights . An d because n o country i n the entire Cari bbean has a f forded 

its people all those rights , the Cari com preamble was not changed. 

I think the t ruth is that in this particular instance t he issue of 

human r ights was being u sed as a political i deological stalking horse 

an d so de ser ved to fail . But the i s sue of human rights is a ver y 

important one , cutting across sys t em an d ideologies , and we must 

always handle it as such. I thiftk fi\lA-!larm the cause of true human 
r i ghts when we use it as a wea.ponl against ideological pluralismo 

Goodnight 0 



The Carieom Summit : 
The Poli tical Equation 

NEWW COMMENT.ARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
November 15 , 1982, 6. lOp. m 

Good evening: The Carmcom Heads of Government conference 

which opens here in J amai ca tomorrow morn i ng has enough hard an d 

diff icult econoic problems to face to take up all its t i me o The 

en t ire region i s caught in the brmtal economic squeeze of the world 

recession ; unemployment is high and rising; markets for our primary 

products are shrinking - including even Trinidad• s oil me.rketw -; 

and our balance-of -payments difficulti es grow worse almost by the 

day . To devise ways an d mean s of coping wi t h these problems so that 

we can hold on an hopes of some sort of turnabout in the world 

recession must be the primar y preoccupation of the Car icom heads of 
i 

government_, And yet, the indications are that other,, largely p0li tica; 
( 

i s suest may be allowed to dominate the conference o Nothing wrong with 

that , if i t does not obscure or frustrate or negate our primary 

concern with devising strategies fo r economic survival a t a. hard 

and di fficult time for the poores~ people of the Caribbean regi on . 

Perhaps t he single mo s t pressing of t hese poli tical problems 

i s underscGred by that Open Letter ~ he five major regional news­

paper ·publishin8 houses addressed to the Caricom Heads of Government~ 

and headed • Our Ri ghts are Threatened • . The letter re fer s t o · 11 the 

human rights si t ua tion in Quyana , a.long wi t h that in Grenada" and 
• 

it urge st the Caricom heads " to t ake appropriate action " to ease 

the heavy burden of the people of Guyana and Gfenada• ~~d the open 
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letter recalled that Prime Minister Tom Adams of Barbados had al rea d~ 

announced h i s intention to move to amend the pre~le of the Caricom 
with regard to human -fo" 

Treaty/••axaxi:txjaai.a rights and democratic freedoms, and ~ 
it?~ being 

Jamaican Prime Mini s ter Seaga' s statement om' tf3e,elections/•• the 

underpinning factor~ of all other freedomso The fact is there have 

been no elections in Grenada sine~. the revolution; and the fact i s 
~~ that the Guyana government has Lvio1.a.ted human rights and press 

freedomo So what ' apprmpri ate action' can the Caricom heads take? 

First, they can so amend the Caricom preamble as to exclude Grenada 

from membershipo Will everybody support such a move? Will Trini dad , 

for i nstance? And, like i t or not, the present government of Guyan a 

did come to power by elections, however rigged. And the question 

might be asked: were tho se election s any more rigged and managed 

than the more recent elections in El Salvador~ which have been use d 

to confer respectabili t y on that rightwing regime? An d if Grenada 

i s forced out of Cari com membership where will it turn? An d how will 

tha.Ji benefit the people of Grenada? And t he same question applies t o 

Guyana. You kn ow, just as you can have leftwing ideological witch­

hunts so can you have rightwing ideological wi tch-huntso And are we 
e,-J 

to look to~~ Caricom heads, when they go to Commonwealth conferen-

ces, to call for expulsi on from th4 Commonwealth of all those member 

governments with one-party states 9 or military dictatorships, as 

in Pakistan? 110 be sure, we must do all we can to influence the 

government of Grenada to seek a popular eleetoral mandate from its 
,., 

peopleo .And we must express ou f h9rror and revulsion at soEl---e of the 
~ 4...~-~.k o\ ~ ~~ ,Lz__ ~ (\-- ~s I~ ~ .Jn11 

things in Guyan a o But this :¼it E ne "ti ~t; e as :tij.a r5@ii £ fij=:::lfi te1 :r@re-~ 

:iB- tt01f t&terzai sffanso And wi tcfh-hu.nts, ~ther of the r i ght or 

left, usual'J have a dangerou s boomerange effect 0 Goodnighto 



Sovie t Communism after Brezhnev 

NEWW COMMENTARY 
For broadcas t on Friday 
November 12, 1982, 6.lOpom 

Good evening: Repo~ts of the death, early yesterday morning., of 

Soviet President Leonid Brezhnev, led to an immediate and predi ctabl e 

outbur s t of intense speculation among We s tern political observers. 

There was bound, some told us, to be a period of dangerous instabi li t~ 

while the Kremlin leaders went through a bitter power struggle to 

settle the succession. Soviet policy now could be influenced 9 others 

sai d, i f Preai dent Reagan cooled the anti -Soviet rhetoric and made 

some friendly gestures. Yet others speculated that the uncertainty 

among the new leaders could make them more dangerous and so the 

world had entered a delicate per iod of crisi s in which wa:r could 

erupt by mistakeo Then there was the que s tion of which faction was 

on top now that Br ezhnev was out of t he way. Was the army on top? 

Were the state bureaucrat s on top? And whose man would get the top 

job? By this morning it wa s all over. Without muss or fus s or any 
~ 

sign of ,massive power struggl e or intr igue or unsettling the world , 

the Soviet communist leadership elected Yuri Adropov to the mo s t 

important political post in the Soviet sys tem, the general secretary­

ship of the Sovie t communis t party. This was the key political 

posi tion which had been held by Jts~ h Stali n, by Nikita lChruschev, 

and by Leonid Brezhnev. All the other po sition s these men had held 

had been subordinate t o that of being the secr e t ary of the Soviet 

Communi s t partyo So t he succe s sion business is over, rea1ly, and 

the ease and spee d wi t h which it was carried out tells us something 

very i mportant about the evolu t ion of the Soviet sys t em in recent 



2 

years o When Stalin, who had used his secreteryship of the party t o 
feared in 1953, 

turn himself into ti/ dicta.tor, died/hi s death was followed by a long 
and the communist party central committe 

period of instability before Khruschev , /after a kind of pa.lace coup 

from the top , stabilised the si tuation o The big thing Western 

observers seemed to miss then, e~d again missed this time aroundf 

as indeed they seemed t0 have done when Khruschev himself was finally 

removed from power, was that it wa s not really a on e- man coup. The 

pala.ce coup ,uxa after Stalin , always had to have ma.jori ty central 

committee support o And when they removed Khruschev they did not send 

him t o Siberia. , or put him on trial,, or exile him to some obscure 
his 

rural jobo They simply retired him and he lived out/±• life in 

Moscow on a pension o This , I think 9 was the most significant soften­

ing of the hard and harsh Soviet face a.t the top. Soviet communism 

is evolving into something more human and more humane than it ever 

was under Stalin o Loss of favour under Stalin meant death. And in 

thi s latest transition, the man whom Western observers saw as Andro­

pov ' s greatest rival was in t act the one who nominated him for the 

top job. As with early Christianity when dissenters were burnt at 

the stake for many many years bef ore the face of Christianity soften­

ed and changed to a point where it could allow dissent and diversity , 

so we are , I think, seeing the beginning of the softening of the face 

of Sovie t communismo The Chinese commftnists , as their latest trials 

and traumas after the death of Chairman Mao shows , have not yet 

reached that point . And events in Poland and Afghanistan shows how 
l~~ 

the Sovietsl are re sisting the softeni ng process . But lest we forget 9 

it is not so long ago that the American marines were sent to the 

Dominican Republic; and the fact that Cuba ha.snot thus far been 

invaded has a great deal to do with the publ ic pl edge Khruschev got 

out of Kennedy i n 1 962 0 So , every t hing must change with t i me , a.nd 
neither communism nor ca.pi ta.lism can escape the procea8o9tiifrf1ge o 



1~l The JLP Rally 
Turkey: the Art of Managed Elections 
South African ' Power Shari ng ' o 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Mond4y 

·November~ ' 1982 , 6 ol0pom 

Good evening: Saturd~y night ' s JLP second annivel)sar+ ally at 

Sam Sharpe Square i n Mon~ego Bay was a predictabl y upbeat affairo 

It i s traditional that when the party faithfu l gather - be they 

liLP~ PNP or WPJ - the affair is a l ways upbeat~ they always accentuate 

positive; they always ignore 9 gl oss over or elimin~te t he negative 9 

and there i s u sual ly littl e or no room for what is i n-between o So 

t here were the achievements~ the projected achievements , the target 

to be achieved. Nothing wrong with thi s; this i s the way of our brand 

of p ty politics , part of our way of li feo And yet , some of us had 
and mi sleading 

hoped that after that massive/xx political show at Sam Sharpe Square 

just before the 1980 electi on , with that emorable s logan of -

how many thousands wa s i t that can ' t be wrong?- that there would 

be littl e more caution about predicti ons , projecti ons and forecastso 

After all, we have ·already seen the in ttta l highly optimistic fore-
t he 

cas t s for/abuxi te/ alumina industry '' s performance f~ll apart; we have 

een prjec t i ons f or ugar scaled down drasti callyo To he sure 9 we 

ave a so een gre t i mprovement on the stri ctly f i scal side of 

government managemen t, despite the disastrou business t t he Trade 

Ad.mini tratorts Department . And as for employment , a ~NP spokesperson 

over this weekend spoke of 15 , 000 workers losing their jobs 9 while 

the WPJ, citi ng figures put ou t by the Department of Stati s tics of 

the late t S vey o the Labour -Force , ays that between October 

1981 abd Apri l 1982 , l9 g200 persons have been added t p the ranks of 

the unemployedo Set this aga in t the promi se that 18 i 000 new jobs 
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will be created this year , and where are we ? I t hi nk our political 

process faces a very real problem here o Our l eaders have to sound 

upbeat and optimistic in order to inspire opti mism and a senf of t hi ng\ 

movingo Without that op timism , withou t that confidence, and show of 

confiden c e 9 the fo l lowers may not make t he e fforto Thi s i understand­

able o The problem is : What happens when the optimistic forecasts fail? 
are not or 

What if the projecti ons/ cannot be tr ns l ated i nto r eality? This is 

t he reverse side to opti mism as a c6nfidence-building mechanismo And 

i f enough optmistic forecasts fall short 9 hope may turn to di sappo i nt­

mamh and frustration and , ultimately ,into suspicion and distrust., 
Another 
~k±zx±zx±kR grea t and ever present danger to this brand of politi cs 

and 
is the shaping and ' mtl.S sagi ng ' of the facts/~~xi± figures to try and 

fit the forecasts or t he prgije mtions or to give legi t i macy to a 
a 

particular end in vi ew o We have seen two exampl es of this on/±MR world 

scale over t he weekendc In Turkey t here i s a referendum on a new 

con stitution righ t now o It propowes a seven-year Presidency for the 

man now in power who siezed that power by force in a coupo The voting 

is compulsory, there is no opposition and no way opposition views can 

be e~preswdo So t he man in power will win overhwlemi ngly and will be 

abl e to clai m tha t he is ruling by the freely expressed will of the 

people and t h e Western Worl d vvill accept hi m a s a democrati c leadero 

And in South Africa a series of by-elections for whi te s only hav e 

somehow been turned into what has been descri bed a,p_~g ~eferendum on 
~ v,..o~-~ 

the raci t government ' s pl ans to share powet It is nothing of the 

sorto The so-calle d power- sharing plan i s a devic e bj which to further 
frustrate 
~~iii/and ~mascul ate the very fragile unity now be in g built up between 

black and brown and As i a s i n t he fi gh t again . t~R[k Qompared wi th 
wha t is goin g on in Turkey and South Aff ica o man i pul a'ti gn of f ac t s 
.i~x&Rg.1d:.z x iai and figur e is A'] ge l s ' pl ay O Bu trwe need t o wa tch it 
all the e. Goodnight 1 



1) Anti-Conservative Swi ng Continues 
2) Serving Jemaica ' s Interests 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Fr i day 
November 5, 1982 , 6ol0p . m 

Good even i ng: The results of the mi d- term election i n the United 

States this we ek i s confirmation that t he gre a t conservative ti de 

which swept t he Western wor ld i n 1980 i s a t an end . Following t he 

trend we saw i n Western Europe in recen t national e l e c t ions, the 

American electorate dealt American con servati sm a heavy blowo Presi-

dent Reagan · hims ..:., lf has not been repudia t ed ; he not a 1 l ame duck r 
I 

President ; but hi s power ha s been severely limited 9 and from now on 

till t he end of hi s term in offi ce in 1984 , he is · going to have to 

compromi se a great deal mor e with t he Democrats t han he did i n hi s 

first t wo years o He is go i ng to have to compromi se on ere t in g jobs 

for t he vast and s till growing ar my of America ' s un employed . Figures 

for last month , released thi s morn i ng 9 showed that over 630 9 000 more 

peopl e joined t he ranks of the unemp oyed i n the one month of 

October; the official unemployment f i gure is edgi ng up to the twelve 

milli on mark o Unoffmci ally , some knowledgable Americ an observers 

put the UoSo unempl oyment figure at nearer twenty million Q, And it 

is still r isi ngo It i s this fact of unemployment , more t han any other 9 

which co st t he Republicans the l oss of those 26 sea t in the Hou se of 

Representa tives , and t hose ha lf a dozen ke y Governorshi ps whi ch 

sw1 ched from Republican to Democratic control . ·These . Governorshi ps 

are especiall y i mportan t as strategic bases from whi ch the Demo crats 

will wor k to recapture t he Whi te House in 19840 The one real victory 

for the Republicans was th t t hey he l d t he ir own i n t he Senate 9 but 

even here, the ma ·orities by which they won were sharpl y reduced , 
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espefia ly tho e of t he known Conservative 

the swing wa away from the conservatives o 

Senators; so even here 9 

And the conservative speci J : 
.J 

interest groups and lobbi es which poured millions and i llion of 

dollars in to supporti ng conservative candi dates and i nto ' targeting '' 

liberal candidates for defeat , the se groups, which did so we ll i n 

1980, were all repudiated thi time aroundo All t his means that while 

Mro Reagan vs manda t e to lead i s still clear 7 he does not now have 

the blank cheque he had for his first two yearso And we will begin to 

see the result of thi s over the next few monthso We may i ndeed see 

the first i gns i n a much more muted , much less blus t ering approach 

to Arneri ca t s Western European allies and to the problems of Central 

America , especially El Sa l v dor o So what does this power shift mean 

for J ama ica? I think the first thing our politi ca l planner s need to 

take i nto account i s tha t Jamaica ,, s best interes t s are served by our 

government having the best r elati on s possible with the American 

Government o Prewidents and Prime Mi nisters change but peopl es and 

governmen ts and their in t ituti ons go ono We wi l l still need American 

help and aEs±~xloans and fr i e dshi p , i f Mr o Reagan were to lose the 

Presidency in 1984 , which is now not unlike l y o At presen t our official 

relation shi p wi th the Un i ted States is too narrowly based on the 

spec i a l r el a tionship betwe en the Presiden t and t he Prime Mi nister , 

and with the ultra rightwi ng cons r vati be groupi ng which embarrassed 

even our Prime Mi ni ster by describing and seeing him as ' our man i n 

the Caribbean ' o Thi s sort of relati onshi p ha ODYi ous short- t erm 

advantages o But what happens to our l ong-ter i nterest when the 

Democrats regain power? The Israeli can t each us a les son here i 
"r ~·;,--- b/4 

~ow not to make a pecial relationshi p dependen t on one l party remain-

in power o We ha d bet t er learn that lessen qui ckl y and ad just our 
polici e s accordingly • If we don ' t, t his swing in po l iti cal fortunes 
could hurt us o Goodnight 0 



The Mid-Term U. S. Elections 

NEWW COMMENTARY ..I. 

For broadcast on Monday 
November 1 9 ·1982 , 6ol0pom 

Good evening : Tomorrow ~s Mid-Term U. S. electi ons are , without 

doubt , the major political new of thi week , with the outcome 

lik~ to affect public affairs in al.most every country of the worl do 
economic and political 

The turn of our own/furtunes here in Jamaica will , whether we like to 

admit i t or not , ride strongly on how we l l or how badl y President 

Ronald Reagan i s party fares i n tomorrow ' s voEi ngo If the Republi cans 

do well the present Jamai can government 9 with its very spec ial 

relationship wi th the Reagan Administrati on , wi l l benefito If , on the 

other handfo , the Democrats make big gai ns at the expense of the 

Republi cans , the Opposition PNP , with i ts growing good relation s 

with the Democrats, will be the mai n beneficiary ; PNP i nfluence i n 

the U. S. corridors of power will grow , JLP i nfluence will decline o 

In economi c terms , a Reagan tr i umph tomorrow will mean the President 

will have greater authority and greater freedom of action to push and 

to find money for his pet Caribbe an and Central Americ an projec tso 

Conver ely , a setback tomorrow is like l y to severe ly l i mi t hi s 

authority and his freedom of acti on and t he options open to him o So 

the ou tc ome 9 like it or not , is important to us and it makes sense 
understand 

for us to try and/fMiiMw what is i nvol vedo Now , there are three 

sets of electi ons i nvolved in tomorrow ' s votingo First there are 

elections to the House of Representatives , i n which all 435 seats 

are bei g con tested o At the omen t the Democrats contro l 241 of tho e 

eats 9 the Republica s 192 9 and 2 are vacahto So the Democrats go 

i nto the election for the House holding 49 more seats than t he 

Republicans . In the past Mr o Reagan had to forge an alliance with 
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House 

the conservatives among the/Democrats in order to pmsh through some 

of his more controver s i al policies , like those massive tax cuts o 

If the Democr atE gain another 15 to 20 sEx±s House seats, which is 

wha t some of the experts pp~di ct , their bigger majority i n the House 

woul d make it that much more difficul t for the President to make 

' deals ' with conservative Democrats o If , on the other hand , the 

Democrats were to surprise the experts and gain more than 20 addition­

al seats , i f they were to gai n , say , 30 or more seats 9 the Administr­

ati on woul d be seen as i n ser i ous political troubl e and would take 

on the appearance of ' a lame duck ' Presidency , one which must serve 

out i ts t i me no longer certai n of the confidence of t he peopl eo But 

if the Republicans ~ ld their own 9 or even lose only a few House seats 

the President woul d remain strongly i n command and mi ght even be able 

to claim some sort of victory of an off-season ele c tiono The se cond 

electi on i s to the enate where only 33 of the 100 seats are a t stake 

The Republican s are in control her e with 54 to the Democrats 45 seats 

The Democrats need to hold all their own seats and wi n 6 more to 

take contro l of t he Senateo If they can do that then the whole UoSo 

political equati on would be changed complete l y ; but it i s very doub t -
Senate 

ful that they could do this . Only 13 of the 33/seats up for grabs 

are held by Republicans , 20 are held by Democrats ~ So if the Republ i ­

cans end up nearer 50-50 in the Sena t e and no more than 20 losses i n 

the House , :Mro Reagan would be able to carry on , under much more 

pressure to be sure and having to make more conces ion ~o But 9 i f the 
s i x 

Dernocra t gai n more the1 20 Hou s4 sea ts 9 and gai n/ mN:x:2:xt .bnm Senate 

seats to regain control there , then Mr o ReF1gan would i n deed become 

that most pitiful of American political species , 'A lame duck ' 
third 

President" The =•ha part i' s for 36 f th t n~~~ o e na ion ' s 50 Governors 0 

So , wi l l Reagan ride again? It depends on the American people and 

in what numbers t hey turn out tomorrowo Goodnight 0 



NEWS COMMEN '.tARY 

1) The Spanish El ection 
2) Socia Democrati c Revival 
3 U.S . Mi d-term election 

For broadcast on Fri day 
October 29 ; 1982 , 6 ol0p . m 

Good even i g : Our very understandabl e preoccupa tion with our own 

af fair s and problems sometimes auses us tog os s over very i mport-

ant ex terna l deve l opments which could affect our own future i nti mate-

Yo And during the cour s e of t his week we · have had t he dramati c new 

developmen t s ov r the Terr a Nova dea ; · we ' ve had , and still have 9 the 

waterfront s tr i ke , min i -storms over car i mpor ts , the availabi l i ty 

or o therwi e of bank cr edit , promises of new plans and new l oans and 
the 

/ very i mportant announ cement of a new law to pe pa ed next year to 

contr ol and regu ate the activitie of l and developers and real 

estat e agen t s . So there has been a grea t deal to be preoccupi ed 

about dome s t ica l ly o But i t is i mpor tant for us to l ook outward too 

i f we · are not t o mi ss some of the very profoun d change s i n the maki ng 

which are now being i gnall ed . F'rst there are the resul ts of yester­

day ' s elec t i on in Spaino The Soci~li t Party of Spain gained 201 

of 'the 3 50 parliamentary .seat s contested 9 And so the governmen t 

of Spain which will be sworn in i n December will be a socialist 

governmento The special signifcance of this one is · that 46 year s 

ago the workers 0.Ifi'd peasants of Spain s i milar ly vo ted a sociali s t 

par ty i nto power o The Spanish rightwi ng roups of the t i me were no t 

pr epa ed t o accept the po l i tica.l i mpl icati ons of that mandate , an d . . 

challenged it with mil i tary might 9 using the so l diers who then 

controlled Spain ' s remai ning Afri can co l on i al power . That c i vil war 

asted from 1936 to 1939 when the governmen t for ces were f i nally 

er shed with hep from Hiler and Mussolin i . A dictatorshi p was 

established which lasted until the death of the didtator Fran cisco 
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Franco . So , after nearly a lifetime of rightwing dictatorship , the 

Spanish people have again voted overwhelmingly to have a socialist 

gov ernmento The rightwi ng forces are not dead , they make up the 

offici a l parli amentary opposition wmth more than one hundred seatso 

The cen t r i s t ~ormer government which haa ruled s i n ce 1979 9 fared 

very badl y i n th1electi ons , and so did the Span i h communi s t party 

which went i nto the elections with more than twen t y seat and came 
something like six or seven. 

out wimh/xHEXXXNE[Xillm o So the sociali sts with their overwhelmi ng 

majority need no alli es from the far left. It is as though the blood 
terrible 

and/suffering of t he ci vi l war only delayed what the people wantedo 

Will there be another civil war? A coup at t empt perhaps , but not a 

civi l war because there is now no colonial army . But the geopolitical 
is much 

importance of the Spani sh elections/g&«:s mi der . In early 1980 and a 

littl e before there was talk of a great conservative t ide sweeping 

the world and Ronald Reagan was seen as the standard-bearer of that 

r ightwin g t i deo Now, less than three years later , we have seen the 

sociali s ts gaining elec tora.l power in France , then in Greece 9 then 

in Sweden, and now i n Spain . What is i t ? A Social Democr a tic revi al? 

It lo oks l i ke i t on the face of it . And yet it was the Social 

Democrats of Weste~ Europe who seemed unable to cope with the 

terrible economic crises of the 1970s after the Arab oil embargoa 
be 

So how c an people turn to them now? How can they be asked or/expect-

ed to ol ve problems which they could not solve a few short years 

ago , and for which they were turned out of offic e? The only answer 

that make sense i s that a majority of the vo ter appear to have 

come to the conclusion that the poli ticia.ns of the rightwing are no 

more able to cope with the se crise s than were the socialists ; and 9 or 
mos t critical o all , that the r i ghtwing is less able/axi le s 
wi lli ng than the socialists to protec t jobs and social security0 

If Mr a Reagan ' s par t y suffer serious se t back next Tuesday 9 it will 
br f i nal confirmati on of a spreading Social Democrati c · reviva1 0 

Goodnighto 



L) The Economy: Finding the right mix 
-~ <FLe lpy Dcc;i11 c so I eq aabb l i , g F1i 2 11 ~ , 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bioadc~s t on Monday 
Ocrober 25 i 1982 9 6al0p . m 

Good evening: Two speeches over this pasE weekend , underscore 

once again the critical importan ce of finding the right mix for 

coping with Jamaica ' s grave econom • c problemso One of these speeches 

was by the Prime Minister of J amaica, the other was by the head of 

Jamai ca~ s organisation of bankers o,;__ Mr o Seaga spoke of a r far-re aching 
--~ t~ 4,.fl... tl.<.1.~-L<-j? / ,JD ·v, • . :2 _,P' 

new export i ncenti ve programme ' to help t he manufacturing and other 

productive sectors to earn more fo reign exchange . The banking leader 
said . 

Mro Ron Sasso,/tha t the cotintry needed t o be told that it was in 

serious danger of goin g bankrupt , and he wen t on to say , and I quote: 

"It bears repeating that Jamaica today is too heavily dependent upon 

foreign support - loans , gifts 9 grants and l ines- of-credit 9 financed 

by the worki ng people of other coun tries . " Mro Sasso said that all 

this ready assistance has nesul ted i n a lack of appreciation by Jamaio 

ans t ha t i t i s ne cessar y as an i ndependent nation to do more for 

ourselves o I personally think he could also have sai d that our 

political system based ,on promising the moon in exchange · for votes 9 

also 
and ±he Messiafti c postures of our politicai i eaders , xaxx contributed 
grea tJ,.y 

/to t he ' freeness ' mentality which expects others to give and to 

solve our pr~blems for us . Myway, Mr . Sasso said our level of 

production was not high en ough to earn all the foreign exchange we 

need t o buy t he goods and servi ces we want from abroad o He said we 

are therefore in need of maxi mum productiono I think we would all 

agre o The hard catch is: What of the markets? Remember how much 

we depende d on bauxite/alumina to be the mai nstay of the recovery 
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effor~o Production and productivity in the bauxite/alumi na industry 

was go od 9 ve~y efficient 9 and competitive o We could and di d compete 

very successfully with t he rest of the worldo But when t he market went 

soft there was little we could doo Pro duction and high productivity 

are most i mportan t and we must stress t gem by all means ; but lej there 

be a cautionary note about the marke ts as well o If t here are no markets 

or if the markets are soft 9 high produc t i vity by itself wi l l be of 

small he lpo Ameri can f armers are mor e productive to day and more 

efficientl y so than at almost any other time since the Second World 

War o And yet , i n this context of high agricultural productivity 9 

but:m:ee ssed by just about the most lavi sh protections and incentives 

you could t hink of , American farme r s are go i ng bankrupt on an unpreced­

ented scal e o Thi s i s one key reason why Cold Warrior Ronald Reagan 

ha just offered to sell the Soviets millions of tons of Ameri can 

grain after tryin g to pr event the Europeans doing pipeline busi ness 

with the Soviets . Mr . Reagan i s very worried abou t how American farmers 

would vo t e on November 2nd: he hopes the grain offer will help the 

Republicans o The ~oint is that f oductivity must gp Jland-i n- hand with 
fl-JZ ~~ c,.._J)_ ~ c~~ ~ ~, 

good marketso l ~ & e les s on we an learn from the\ .Americ ans i s that 

whatever e l se t he i r probl ems , they can always feed themselves: this 

is a point of strength they have over the Rus sian s o Those who can ~eed 

themselvesj especia l l y in t i me s of hardsh~p an~ difficulty 9 can always 
·"'fG.,..:_1;. -,~ (9-,<.,vl... a. (>..A ~~ ~ ~~~<; \;\~ ' 

survive bet t er than tho s e who canl10 to / In our economic mix we must 
I. 

borrow ( and Go d he l p the generations wbo are going t o have to pay for 
4 i-:-J ~ \..._o--1i..sJ ~ 

it ), we mus t produce to expor t/, we mus t sell our t ourist at tractions 9 

~ a ll 
and we must sell our ski lls and services; and we must do/this at le~elE 

which will ulti~ately make ~ lf-sustainingo I think our chances of 
d • ' 11~ tl • . A_ . ~ ~ succ ~~ g wi Agrea y i mprov~d if ~ ~ iorities are bal anced ri-th 

realis, the imports caref~ll~ naged ' & s over~ty i s not t r~ded awaj 
JI.. ~e-vcl'- ,1W-



1) Seprod Re-openso Wha t Next? 
2) New Secondary Schools Budget Cuts 
3) Borrowing , Agriculture & the Pr ice of Mone y 

NEWS COMlVIENTARY 
For broadcas t on Fr i day 
October 22i 1982 , 6 ol0p . m 

Good evening : The best new11 of t he past few days was the settin g 

up of the Seprod Boar d of Enqu;i.'ry and the re-opening of t he Seprod 
much of our 

complex on which we all depend fo r our soaps , a:N.i/.detergents 9 our 

edi ble oils and fats , and our cornmeal . And it is because of this 
on Seprod products 

near total deperldane e /that wha t happens at Seprod. i s of cruci a l . 
im portance t o every Jamaican ; its affairs bear i ntimately on our 

daily lives so that whether we are clean or sme lly and how our food 

is pr epared depends on what goes on there o And for quite some time 

n ow many J amai cans , and J amaican hous ewives i nperticular , have not 

been happy about the kind and quali~y of s ervice this monopoly 

quasi-public enterprise has been providi ngo So we mus t all hope 

t hat out of this Board of Inquiry will come answers t hat go further 
l ates t 

t han j u s t telli ng us what led to the/:stJ1:I111IRgm: shutdown and how to 

avoid such shut-downs i n future ,. This la.test stoppage so obviously 

had a great deal t o do wi th confrontati onist attitudes , a flexi ng 

of muscle and i nvita t i ons to trials of s tr ength , that I am not sure 
any longterm and , as far a con sumers are concerned 9 

t hat/a~~±k±~gxM±km:x acceptable answers/can be found withou t also 

addres s i ng the _critical question of the personalities involve d and 

exploring their atti tudes to l abour relation s . AlQ we need to do to 

apprec i ate t he i mportance of this poi nt i s t o think back a few years 

to a t i me when Sepro d was un der another style of management and 

labour re lations and when i t enjoyed an enviable reputation for 

in dustri a l peace o 

pas t few days came 

The most disturbing , and depres si ng , news of the 
a committee of 

when/the Pr incipals of New Secondary Schools sent 
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telegrams to the Mini ter of Education protesting agai ns t what 

they sai d were nearly 50% cuts in their operati onal budgets for 

the 1982/83 school year , and calling on t ne Mi nister to restore 

the operational budget of the schools. According to reports this 

far there has been no response from the Min istry of Education on the 

matter o The question is: How can we be as commit t ed as we say wef 
type of 

are to education and then go on to make this/«Kt cut? And,you 

know, when you look a t the government ' s own spending figures as 

published i n the Estimates for 1981/82 and 1982/83 these cuts 

become even more puzzling and aisturbi ngo The revised Recurrent 

Esti mates for 1981/82 show a figure of $334 065- million spent on 

Educati ono The Recurrent figure for 1982/83 showw a spending of 

$358038-milliono This means this this year ' s Re current spending on 

educati on i s over $23- million more than last year ' so And the Capital 

side is up tooo Leaving aside the multilateral/bilateral rwogramme 

of the old Mi nistry of Educati on , Youth & Sport 9 Capi tal spending on 

Education went up from 7 o2-million in 1981/82 to an Estimated $140 9-

milli on for 1982/83, which is an increase of over $6-million o So , 

with these increased allocations for this year ' s Education budget, 

why the 50% cuts in t he oper a tional budgets of the New Secondary 

Schools? Where is the money going? To the politi cally glamoJ2Dus 

new education showpieces? I sincerely hope the Minister of Education 

will thi nk again o You do not go forward by cutting back on school 

budgets o So please , think again o And finally and briefly 9 it is good 

to hear of big new credits for agriculture . But what farmer , big or 

small , can i n today ' s J maica borrow at 12% or 13% and still make a 

livi ng for himself and 

it will expres·s itself 
his country? If our n_e.~ a:h is serious 
. . ¥ . 
in easier cre di t term t Goodn i ght 0 



The Pol itics of Sur vival: 
The need for alternative strategies 

NEWS C0.MMENTARY 
For br oadcas t on Fri day 
October 1 5·, 1982 , 6alOp om 

• 
Good evenin g : It i s cl ear t o all of u s n ow t ha t the Jamaican 

economy i s not doi ng anywhere near as well as most of us had hoped 

i t would by t his time .. Our bauxi t e/al umina in dus try i .s in deep 

depr ession and there are n o sign s that i t woul d get ou t of t hat 

depression any t ime t his year or nex t year o And so some of our mo st 

highl y skilled and hi ghl y paid wo r kers ·are join i ng ~he r anks of the 

un employed with like l y social consequences that we hav e no t even 

star te d to t hi nk about ye to If the curr ent l evel of our you t h 

unempl oymen t i s seen as a t i me-bomb how are we t o describe t he 

l i ke l y consequen ces of hi ghly s killed men an~ women in the pri me of 

the i r lives , with mor tgage commi tments, h ous eho l d commi tmen ts 9 

commi tments to educate children 9 to pay off i ns t almen t s on cars and 

furni t ur e - how are we to descr i be t heir jo i ni ng and swelli ng the 

r ank0s of t he un empl oyed? :Se cause o.f the massive unempl oymen t i n 

t he United S t a t es and . Canada these hi ghl y skilled J qmai cans are 

going to f i nd it in fin i te l y more difficul t t o ge t vi sas t o go 

job hun t ing up North. In times of t r ouble everybody remembers t ha t 

chari t y begi ns at homeo So what· i s the society go i ng ' t o do abou t 

these people ? At 

men t, with running 

the moment we are all so busy with cr isi s- manage­

here and th;r~ e a little f orei gn lown or 

fin d a new buyer -f or our bauxite/alumina, or to f i nd someone 

wi lli ng to come and i nvest here , that there is li ttl e time left for 

thi nki ng things out and for seri ous fo r ward pl ann i ngo It i s n o 

accident that t he Heart Programme was conceived and thought through 

when the party now i n power was in opposition o You always have more 
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time to think a problem through and make plans when you are 
daily 

oppositiono Once i n power, with problems rushing at you/from every 

quar t er , forward planning be come? very difficult and you end up wi t h 
and 

crisis-management , with trying t o plug one hole after anothe»/xxx±kR 
with little time for anything else o 

/•k±~xa~xxtx±RxkRR~xxz~x.i.Drg:higx«RWx±Rxkx And this is made even worse 

when each Minister of Governmen t also se es himself as hi s own chief 

executive officer . Such a Mini s t er has little or no time to sit back 

and _ think things t hrough and plan a l ternqtive str a tggi es if one line 

of action should f a1lo And so , having built our recovery programme 

around the assump tion of an expanding bauxite/alumin a marke t, we are 

in a mes s because that market has contrac t ed rather than expandedo 

We h~ o fall back position ; we ~ one little kxxx forwar d pl anning 
turn 

and practical hard work to/mxkR our export agriculture i nto a possi ble 

fallback position o ~ while . rich metropolitan countries subsidised 
& prote cted ~ 

/ their agr·culture , we cut off supports and opened our markets o Now 

our agricul ture cannot help take up the slack and our foreign exchange 

earnings are i n a worse situation than they could have been; and we 

have also hurt t he producti on of fo od for local consumpti on o It seems 
can be 

to me that we need urgently to learn how dangerous it/±x to put all 
~ ~ f.lMO ~ · . 

our eggs in any one baske t t To ''Se sure, aJ..l the indicati ons of the 
1--- and support 

time were that bauxi te and the very obvious goodwill/of the Reagan 

Admi nistration and the IoM . Fo for the new Jamaican Government would 
to 

help see us on/recovery roado So no-one thought of fallback planso • 

Indeed , in our cockiness we even unnecessattly upset potenti a l cus tom-
Jr ,~ ... :-u-

er~~ --;u s t learn from all thi sa We mus t learn that we need all the 

frit nd~ we can make i n our effort at economi c survival; we need t o 

sell what we produce wherever we can without commi ihng our sovere i gnty( 

Especially in economi c terms , we have no enemies , only i nterestso 

Abov e all, we must think and plan on the key a sumpti on that i n the 
~ ~-.+-

las t resort/I only Jamaicans can bring recovery for Jamaic a o Nobody else !>. 
Friends can he l p; we must do ito Goodnight o 



NEWS COMMENTARY 

Political Mora it1 Ideolo & Power: 
1 The Abolition of Salidarity 
2)SOlidarity with S. A. Political Prisoners 

For broadcas t on Monday 
Oc tober 11 , 1982 , 6o l0pom 

Good evening! The Pol ish trade union, Solidarity , was v oted out of 

exis t ence by an Act of the Polish Parliament last Fri day o The voting 
;· 

i nfavour of the abo l i ti on of Solidari ty was repor t edly overwhelmi ng , 

with only two members of the Polish Par l iament speaking against the 

action , and on l y nin e out of s ome 400- odd abstain i ng in the votingo 

So , by strictly legal means , that particular indeparldent trade union 

organisati on was abolished. The Western world reacted wi- t h predictable 
On Sa turday 

hea t and anger and outrage . / Amer:ii&.an Presideni Ronald Reagan cancell-

ed the tmos t favour ed nation ' trading statu s Poland enjoyed with 

the United States and promised further sanc t ions agai nst it o And at 

' the Britli.-sh Conservati ve Party Conference over the weekend Bri tfush 

Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher blasted the Polish tyranny in a 

powerful speecho Today , Monday October 11th , commemorate s soli darity 

of another k1nd o It is the Day of S~li darity wi t h Sou t h African 

Po l iti cal Prisoners . And un l ike the abolition of the Polish SolidaritJ 

this day of so l idarity with South Afr ic an Political Prisoners is 

not l i ke l y to ev oke any a c tion against t he Government of Sou t h 

Afr ica by Presi dent Reagan or any bit t er denuciation by Mrs o Thatcher, 

And yet , Nelson Mandel a , and Walter Sisul u have been hekd as the 

pol itical prisoners of the South Afric an regime for more t han 'twenty 

ye ars 9 and t hey are only the two mo s t wide l y known of an army of 

pol itical pri soners i n South Afr i cao And yeu know , the differen ce 

between the South African poli tical prisoners and the leaders of the 

now-banned Solidarity , is that the South Africans were not even 
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trying to change the political sys t .em under which they livedo They 

just wanted to parti cipate f ull.yin that system which was supposed 

t o Qe a mul•ti-party parliamentary demoeracy such as those operated 

in Britain and the Un i ted States and here in J amaicao They are 

political pr i soners bec ause they demanded t he same r ight s for all 

South Afri cans a s are enjoyed by all Americans , all Britons , all 

J amaicanso The leaders of Soli darity i n Poland , on the other hand , 

· quickl y readhed the point of challenging the Poli sh Commun i st Party 

for state power o Before thffi s t ime last year i t had become clear that 

Polan d ' s Soli darity union had gone beyond being just concern ed with 

workers rights and was bent on changing t he political sys tem; they 
of Eastern Europe 

i n f ac t wanted to en d communi s t rule . And the Communi$ts/had shown 

in Hungary and ~n Cze cholsovakia t hat they· were not prepared to be 

voted put of power o In thi s particular respect there is no di f feren ce 
• 

between t hem and between the rulers of Sou t h Africao In other respects 

t here are great differences ; and most of them to the credi t of the EaJ 

Europeans and to the discredit of South Africa' s rulers. So why the 

gre a t democra1'tic silence on South Afri ca ' s poli t i cal pri soners and 

the thunder against Poland? The short answer is , I think 9 the great 

globa l power struggle between t he Sovie t Union and the United St ates 
in this 

to de ci de whose ~ystem should dominate and influence the world;/i±xxx 
str uggle 
±kRx~xa political morality or i deology are used as t ools o So the U. So 

supports r i ght win g di c t ator H i th foul human r ight s records while 

blasting human rights viola tions am on g the communists and while tryi ng 
~~ s 

to undermine pl aces like Cuba and G~en ada and Nicar guao The commun i f s 
will not tolerate change in t heir world; the capi t ali sts , Amer ican­

styl e , will not to ler te change in t he i r worl d. They use t he same 
means to pr event changeo So where i~ the moral difference? Wher e the 

moral superiority? Who is really fo ~ t he freedom of choice of the 

peopl e? ~~~mx~k±~ The enemi es look mor e like eacg other every day
0 

Goodnight 0 



Unemployment & Economic Recovery 

NEWS CO:MMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
Octob~r 8, 1982 9 6olOp . m 

~ od evening: The American Stock Market yesterday had its bigge st 

selling· and buying spree with mor e than 14O-million stocks and 

shares reportedly changing hands~ Question : I s t hi s . stock market 

boom a s i gn of economic recovery? The .Amer i can governmen t' s own 
official 

statisti cians this morning made public the latest/unemployment 

figure s for the Un ited Stateso These .figures -show that 1Ool% of 

the .American workfDrce i s now unemployedo If you translate that 

statistic into living men an d women i t me.ans that , officially ; 

more than 11-million American s are out of work todayo Question: 

Does this unempl oymen t tell us the s am e story that yesterday 's 

stock marke t buying spree tell? 
fiscal 

is usually a sign of/ confidence o 

A buying spree on any s tock market 
and 

Massive/Mf growing unemployment is 
economic 

usually a sign of/trouble. So how· do we reconcile t he se two very 

i mportant , and now very contradi ctory, i ndi ca tors? And thi~ question 

does not apply to the Amer ican economic situation onlyo We here in 

Jamai ca are faced with basically t h e same contradictory indi ca torso 

The only difference~ are of size and scale , and t he difference between 

a small and heavily dependent economy and a large and relatively 

independent JDIR and globally dominant oneo But the contradictory 
J amai can 

indica tors are t he same o On t he one hand we are told t he/economy 

has turned around and we are presented with figures showing or 

projec ting growth , an d with f orecasts t hat are upbe a t and optomistic. 

On the other han d we hav e the reality of the large-scal e bauxite 

l ay-offs , the JOS l ay-off:§', and t he com.ing lay-offs in the sugar 

i ndustryo And almos t every month , some workers , s omewhere are being 
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laid off or made redundant or retrenched in t le fives and tens 

and twenties and thirtieso The big dramatic ones , the lay-offs 

in the h~dreds , ten d to make the headlines; the small ones tend 

to be ignoredo But if you add up all the small ones and put them 

toge ther they , too , run into the hundreds o So we come back to the 

question of reconciling this growing unemployment with the claims 

and the statistics of ecomomic recoveryo There is , I think, one way 

in which this can be doneo If economic recovery is an end in itself, 

if getting the'bottom-line ' numbers to come out right , no matter 
ti.- ~'"~ c\ rt., 

what happens t ol people~ then you can indeed achieve growth and 

recovery at the same time as you have increasing unemployment and 

less and less money to spend on schools and hospi t a.ls and tea«hers' 

and nurses ' payo But this is not what the fiscal conservatives say~ 

They say they do c are about people and that once their policies are 

working and ecbnomic recovery is in full stri de 9 new jobs will be 

generated and unemployment will go down and the new bo~yant economy 
t¥~ 

will generate the nece s sary mQHey to pay for the needed social 

services such a s health~, education , BJtx water and sanitation and 

public transporto So all you have to do is trus t the market forces, 

have confidence in your leaders and work hard . Mro Reagan~ you will 

remember , in persuit of this prescription \ cut taxes in such a way as 

benefit the rich most (on the assumpti on that they would plough the s e 

benefits back into production), and also cut social service~ This , 

the .Americans - were told, would turn t he ir economy aroundo Before he 

became Vice President Mro George Bush had described this a s 'voodo o 

economics ' o Today, tha t voodoo economics has led to t he highest 
In terms of 

unemployment , figures 
;_, ·~V\ 

America has ever recorded0/:wills:.D11i1.txJllJiJ unemplo y 

ment ~eLappear t~ be drifting in a similar directiono The big differ-

ence i s the American unemployed have some soci a l cushioning· our ~~ 
unemployed have noneo So wha t price recovery i f the• numbe~ 1ge1!° 
out of hand? Goodnighto A 
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The People' s Right to Know 

~x~~~jSx:mbtiixi~~~Jeff 
~x~:ioou~ 

NEWS COlVIMEN TARY 
Dor broadcast on Monday 
October 4 , 1982, 6ol0p . m 

Good evening : One of the great and good and healthy things about 

poli ti.cal democra~y i n Jamai ca is the tendency to turn almost any 

event i n to a raging political con .troversy: the words of a song , 

nudity on the beach , an audit of a monopoly concern , the kind of 

advertiSJBJB$nt we ge t, the circumstances of the sale of an energy 

enterprise or hotel - all t hese can, and often do become instant 

hot politi cal potatoes e Jamai cans ar·e used to speaking· their minds 
-v" 

on any t everything , ~e ther they kn ow the facts or noto And that is 

the hallmark of a free and open society with a robust tradition of 

free spee cho The dark side of this is the abuse and the manipulation 

and ) he clever use of that tradition of free speech in the service 
~ ' 

of Lspecial interests an d special power . groupings~ which are not 

always nece s sarily the same as ,or in .keepi ng with , the national 

interes to And the only way to deal with this dark side whi ch is the 

abus4 of our tradi tion of £obust free speech . i s to~ keep th~ society 

as well informed as possible on everything of public concern going 

on in the societyo Let it all hang out ; make it easy for all the 

peopl e to get at all the factso Tell the truth , all the truth , and 

let the people make their judgements on t he bas is of fact rather 

than hearsay , sou-sou or manipulative use of the media · by ang group 

or quartero This is t he only way to serve the best interests of 

democracy and freedom of spee ch . Far too man y of .our politi cians 

are hot champions of press· freedom and freedom of speech when they 
once in power they 

are in oppo si tion bu i/ suddenly become remote or tight-lipped or 

highly selective about what information t he people should ge t and 
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~~~4 
in whft form o This highly se lective releaseLof information is what 

is known as'managed news ' and when carried to extremes becomes 
our brand 

destructive ·of freedom of expression and of/democracy itselfo So let 

the information all hang outo Publish, or table in Parliament 9 the 

terms of the Esso purchase and all the documents related to it ; 
the full terms of 

release/the most recent as well as the earlier Seprod auditso Make 
the details 

public all/of · that extraordinary deal in which a state-owned entity 

acquires a valuable piece of real estate at a reported profit of 

two million dollars to the vendors over a twnty-four hour time span o 

All these are in the public domain and the Jamai can people have a rigM. 

to all, not just some of the factso And in a different, and perhap s 

more complex sense, political parties se eking state power are also 
succeed 

part of the public domain , for if they/~••k in gaining power they will 

make far-reaching decisions on our behalf which could lock us. into 

processes for generations to comeo So I think ww need to know a deal 
mor e than we now do 

/of what goes on inside our political parties, once tho,_s_Er--__Eq.fties 
which raises tfi'e.'l'I r ~t loyalty 

offer themselve• fo r election o I give you one small ex~ple/ I f a 

Jamaican is also a citizen of say, Bri~ain or Canada or the United 

States should such a Jamaican become a member of Jamaiva' s Parliameni 

and perhaps , one day , become .t Prime Minister or a key Cabinet 
Remember some who held~~office then left when t hings got rough? 

Minister?/ ffilat a person is or does as a private citizen is one thing; 
, the level of their commitment, 

what they are or do/as representatives of a nation is something else 

againo Sij how do the parties deal with these matters, if at all, when 
for high office? 

they select candidates1 And how really democratic are the internal 
practice 

workings of the parties? Can parties which do not/kxx2 internal 

democracy operate national democraci•s? We know more about every 

quarrel in the PNP than we do about the other partieso Why? Are theee 
hidden 

no quarre ls in the JL~ or WPJ? Or are they behind clo sed doors? And 
~1~· • 

howtmucg should 1we~know? I think we should know everything~ (H er · ght 
war s and allo Thai; is the way of ~ democracyo Goodnignt. 

e-r ~ 11, . 



The Bauxite Lay-offs: 
The economics of losing a jobo 

NEWS COlYilVIEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
October 1, . 1982, 6ol0pom 

Good even i ng : For the 420 bauxite workers of Reynolds Jamaica 

Mine s whose jobs left them earlier today , Friday October 1st, 1982 9 

is ' black Fri day ' indeed . And ne~ t Monday , Monday October 4 , 1982 , 

w·ill be ano t her ' black ' day for another batch o;f •bauxite workers , 

some 169 of them , whose jobs at Kaiser Bauxi t e will a lso leave 

them a So , between today and t his t i me Monday 589 bauxite workers 

will have lost their jobso And this , in any man ' s langm.age is a 

bitter blowo And yet , when you c~ll ou t these numbers , especially 
and mix t hem with other numbers, 

if you call t hem out quickly,( a_s politicians tend to do with unpleas"'T 

ant and unwelcome stati s tics , it is· possible to make them seem less 

terrible than t hey really are o So , i n respect for the men whose 

jobs le ft them today , and t hose whose jobs wi·ll leave them on Monday , 

let us try and put t hese numbers and the very human tale they tell 

in their true perspecti.ve o Our bauxite workers are among the mos t 

skilled and best paid of our workers , and they have , over the years 

grown ac customed to a certain quality of ·life for thems elves and 

t heir ~amilies and t heir dependantso So a ·fair assumption would be 

t hat the aver age bau~ite workers with his hi gh pay would live in a 

two or three bedroom house , depending on t he size of his family o 

He would run a car , and at the most con servative estimate 9 have 

say two school age children o There woul d be at least one domestic 

helper and t he wife i s l ike ly to stay home , espe cially if there i s 

an older dependen t, either one or two of his or the wife's parentso 

But even if this older dependen t lives away he would still give 
some sort of financial he lpo So now you begi n to add up a new set 
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of numberso When the breadwinner.-heads of 589 households lose their 

jobs t he jobs of 589 domestic helpers are also engdangered ; the 

physical needs of 589 old age dependents are also endangered; the 
<~ i s 

schooling of 1 ,178 XXR i n jeopardyo So you have roughly i +iti 2 , 356 

direct dependents whose lives and livelihood are bound to be affected 

by the lo s s of jobs of t he 589 bauxite workerso Your 589 now spawns 

a conservative estimate of some 2 , 945 Jamaicans who will be directly 

affected to one degree or a~other by these job losses o But it does 

not end thereo Your bauxite worker ~ with his high income lived 

reasonably well so the shops and groceries and pu bs i n his area 

benefitted from his and his family's spending and the c irculation in 

his community of h i s relatively plentiful bauxi te dol l ars . And the 

government di d very well out of him , thank you , by way of his tax 

and other deducti ons . In this way , the negative effects of this lo ss 

of jobs by what at first seems a small number , spreads and grows. 

Shopkeepers and supper shops in bau«i te areas are likel y to lay off 

helpers or close down completely. And your 589 whi ch grows t o 2 , 945 

can spread and growo This applies , of course , not only to this 

particular batch of bauxite workers o I t applies to one degree or 
any 

another every t i me j group of workers are separated from their jobs o 

So what are we doing about this? The severance and redun d~cy money 

they get will ho l d things for a time , but not for longo Then what? 

His tory shows that it is always the better-off groups , those wi th 

the highest skills and the bes t r e t urns in their societies , who are 

least pr epared to lose everything , or what t h ey regard as everyt h i ng , 

without a fight. The unski l l ed unemployed; and those who have for­

gotten what it is to have a job wi11 grumble and endureo The highly 
. . . times , 

skill ed with memories of better/••~• and with h i gh expectations , 

will not endure passively. Wis ddm and pru~ c wpuld ~~gest that 

we think this qne through carefully , and\>. · '? 7' v;:cdni~ht?~ 
~ --------s. ~,\l ... ~' 



Gathering ~term in Southern Africa: 
The Cubans in Angola 

NV S COMMENTARY 
For broaecast on Monday 
September · 27 p 1982 , 6 o10pam 

Good evening: An al111ost casual new• item over this pas t weekend 9 

which was datelined Lisbon Portugal, and which was carried on the 

news wire services and over a few of the world ' s more politically 
sher twave , new 

alert/radio stations, could be an i ndicator of/danger in. one of• 
old 

the world• ·s hottes t/:aaw trouble , spo tso And coming so . soon after: -tl?,e 

s .t .ark horror of the Beirut massacre, ·1 suggest we all take ver_y . 

serious note , because t here are deeply dis:murbing .sim~larities 

be tween thi s new development and the even t s which . culilina-ted ·in the 

Ber ut massacre o The item to which I refer is a report t hat a senior 

UoS. government official arrived in Angola on .S a turday night for 

talks with th• Angolan Government on " the future of Namibia and the 

t hor ny i ssue of U. S. recogni ti dm of the •Angolan Gove rnment " o This, 

on the face of it , is a straightforward diplomatic mission, that is , 

if you do not kn ow the backgroundo There are two key factors to the 
racist 

backgroundo First , /South Africa invaded and very nearly over-ran 

t he flegling Republic of Angola in the early , tricky days of its 

independence• and only the arrival of Cuban troops pr evented a South 
, 

African occupation of Angola and the installation of~ puppet regime 

• • headed by Jonas Savi mbi ; and second, the r acist South A~ricans have 

made the withdrawal of· the Cubans f rom Angola a pr e-condition for 

arr iving at a settlement over Namibian independence o The Un ite d 

Stat es , for its part , has made the withdrawal of the Cuban s from 

Amgola a condition for recognising Angolao And t o compl e te t he 

parallel with Lebanon , both t he South Africans and the Americans 
have covertly helped 

and armed the forces of Jonas Savimbi i n t heir 
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efforts t6 overthrow the government of Angolao So you have there 

the~attempts to make the kind of civil war whi ch xx~ divided the 

Lebanon to. the point of weakness where the Israelis could invade and 

occupy and demand t he expulsion of the PLO o The civil war idea has 

not quite worked so the Cubans are still in place and the South 

African s ·dare not invade o Two weeks back , at the height of the 

Israeli action i n Lebanon before the massacre , the Sou th African 

Government declared publicly that the main obstacle to a settlemen t 

in Namibia is the presence of t he Cubans in Angolao A question we 

migh t usefully ask is: what would happen if the Angolan Government 

were to ask the Cubans to withdraw? What assurance is there that 

the South Africans would not then i nvade Angola and let loose t he 

Savimbi forces to massacre in the same way as the Israelis let loose 

the -Phalangists in Beirut? Are the South African racists supposed 

t o be any more humane? Are they any more l i kely to honour any 

evaeuation agreement than did the Israelis after the PLO had left? 

And is the United States likely to act any more de cisively against 

the South African r4cists than she did against Israel? And yet, 

just as she did over the PLO in the Lebanon, the United States is 

now using all her power and her influence , as well a s the promise 

of recognition and aid , as levers to persuade Angola to tell the 

Cubans to l eave . The Organisation of African Unity and the Frontline 

States have rejected all U.S. efforts to get them to condemh the 
that presence 

Cuban pr~ sence in An gola: they know/%~ i s the only ~h1lld against a 
American 

South African over-runo So now the heavy/pre s sure is on Angola it-

self be cause both the OAU and the Cubans will honour whatever Angola 

dec i des o The catch is that not only Angola~s fate , not only Namibia's 

fate are at stake; the f a te of all Southern Africa hinges on how 

An gola handles t hi s pr e ssureo The tragedy is that once again America 
is on t he side of r a cism and repr essionQ Goo dn i ghto 



• -1) The GovernJUBnt & the Nurses 
,£ ) IZF!lOJ bl! ~ LMI-Mk>C 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
September 24, 1982, 6olO~omo 

Good evening: ihe good news is that OUf regiatered nurses are back 

on the,i job, as f r om t h/Es morningo They have gone back on the 

advice of t he Minister of Labour that he had now received the lon g 

awali ted advice from the Attorney General's Department on how the 

Industrial Disputes Tr~bunal should proceea in ika% dealing with 

the an omaly which i s the cause _of the present impasseo I understand 
registered 

the/nurses 

seven dayso 

expect some positive action from the IDT within the next 
I think 

I hope t hey get t hat action within that time frame;/there· 

has been an awful lot of stalling on this ma tter; and I think there 

has been something unwholesome and ~ocially Wlhealthy in the way this 

issue ha~ bean dragged out, and for those who did the dragging out 

to then preach social responsibilijy to J amaica' s nurseso With all 

the respect in the world, I do not think that any politician of any 

party in Jamaica today is in a position to preach social responsibilit 
politicians ' 

y to Jamaica's nurseso On the contrary, I think theg cru;i learn much 

of the true mean~ng of social responsibility from our nurses o Anyway 9 

let us remind ourselve s of just wha t this dispute is all abouto The 

registered nurses are the trained and qualified nurses whose 

professional skills are recognised the world over, as are the 
accoun"iants, , teachers, 

professio nal skills of doctors ,/engineers , dentists/and the likeo 

The enrolled nurses have not gone through t he same training and so Jo 
~ e .t.q_e,,,,S~[U~ , p;rofessional qualifications and t he same profession­

al standing in the worldo This is a ~simple fac t of a professional 

differenceo Th e moment an enrolled or as s istant nurse can gain the 

s ame professional quali f i ca tion that nur se would also become a 

' \ 
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Registered Nurseo Indeed, being an enrolled or assistant nurse was 

s een, in the first instance, as a new opening for people who did not 
get on-the-job 

have the. necessary school passes and the like to/.txan to become 

qualified for t he nursing proiessiono And so , in the beginning, the 

pay difference between the Registered Nu1;se who is the trained 

professional and the trainee or enrolled nurse , who was in the positi 

of the articled clerk or the apprentice , that pay difference was 

50%. The trainee nurse received half of what the qualified nurse goto 

Eut in the anti-elitest day~ of t he 1970s this differential in pay 

between the Registered Nurse and the Enrolled Nurse began to be 

whittled awayo If the skills of the enrolled nurses had been upgraded 

at the same pace at which their pay was, I don't think there could 

have been much argument. This was not how it was: the skills di fferen1 

ial remained; the pay differential was ma~sively reduced until there 
. . 

was a difference of only 12½% between what the registered hurse 

received and what the enrolled nurse receivedo You may remember the 

registered nurs.e'l protests of 1975 o-ger thi s same ma ttero The then 

government finally agreed t ha~ the differential should go back to 

35%0 Eut the same erosion of t he difference continued till we were 

back at a difference of 12½% whihh is what the regis tered nurses are , 

now protesting against once moreo And they have been doing so since 

1979 and they have been ge tting t he run-around since theno The i ssue 

is r eally quite simple: you either pay people in accordance with 

their recogni-~ ofessional qualification and say to anyone else L . 
'if you want that same pay then get that same qualificationt) or e,.:se 

you abandon t hose standards and make idiots of the truly qualifie,do 

And you do something even wor.e: you tell others t ha t t h~ do no~ 
~--t\;.g...A,--,r--'~r, ~~-

really need to make t he .effort to become qualifiedJ all they need 
is t ~ uscle•/""~ ? _~ ~ ~ - L L i • Thi s is not in t he inter est of either t he nation or 
the nation ' s heal t h serviceso Goodnight . 



1) Massacre in West Beirut 
2) Beyond Anger & Protest - What? 
3) The PNP & the Communists 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broaecast on Monday 
September 20 , 1982, 6o10pom 

Good evening: The world continues to be in a state of s hock and 

horror and anger aver that bloody massacre in West Beirut , Lebanon, 

which began late last Thursday night and lasted for roughly twenty­

four hourso Nobody is as yet certain of the exact number of Palestin­

ian refugees - men , women and cpi~dren - who were slaughtered over 
. 

that dreadful ~wen~y-four hour periodo What is_ known is that the 

-slaughter of human beings was massive and savage eµid that attempts 

to cover up some of the killings were made by using bulldozers to 

shove the bodies into the rubble and debris mf bombed buildings and 

bomb craterso Early estimates of the death toll range from a low of 

300 to a high of 1 , 500 . The final figure could well be higher than 
modern 

the highest estimateft:/machine guns can fire thousands of rounds of 

bullets into thousands of rounded-up bodfties in any twenty-f_our hour 

periodo High-speed machine guns are part of the high techn6logy some 

among us now worship as the _latterday icon\ ~f progress an-d 

civilisatioll o The catch is that high-tectznology without vision , 
humanity , 

without/EllllUIJlt~, without morality, can lead not to a higher civilisat-

ion but to technological barbarismo And we were as close to that in 
past massacre o 

Be irut this/weekeBd as we were during the Sharpville/kixxugx of 196 

and during the earlier slaughter of Jews in the Hitler yearso The 

highest technology in the world is not of it~el! a virtue; its 

measurement must be the uses to which it is put: whether it serves 

or des t roys, liberates or enslaves. Anyway, it would have taken much 

lon ger and probably been much more difficult to conduct that kind of 

slaughter wi thout high-techo The Government of Israel has an T il 
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denied any responsibility , direct or indirect , for the Beirut 

massacreo And yet there is information that last Thursday night 

the Israel.i Cabinet was informe d of t h e plan t o allow the rightwing 

Christian Phal angist force to go into the t wo refugge camps 'to seek 

out terroris'ts and arms ' o "The Isr'aeli Cabinet reportedly approved 

the plan even though one Cabinet Minister warned that ·it would 

result in a massacreo The Israelifo government knows better than most 

other g·overnments the bitter hatred of the Chriiatian Phalangists for 
had 

the Palestinian refugees'o They coul d havej'-no doubt ·of what would 

happen· i f the Phal'angi s t s were let loose among unpro tecte d Palestin­

ians . And it happened while the so l dier s of Israel ringed the camps 

and l 'ooked on , an d held backo I think I sr ael may find this one 

haunting her as Sha.rpville h aunts South Africa and the Holocaust 

haunts Germamyo Beyond talk t he world did precious · little about the 

Holocaust , and nothing about Sharpvill eo Will it do any more about 

the slaughter in West Beirut? Will America , the only one with the 
' power to do it, show practical and · concrete disapproval of Israeli 

policy in the Lebanon? For, make no mi s take about ito I sr ael in now 

the occupfing power in Leba:bnn, an d for as long as it is that, it 

'must be held rei:.pon:iible for what ·happens there o An d finall y an'd 
o»L ·ft:re1 .. 
\bri'efly,' the important local :neww was t he PNP conference which ha d ,.. ~ 

some interesting ~feature s thi s year, and which declared apew t hat it 

is not a communist partyo I don't ~hink an y£ody interested in Jama1c~ 

politics serious ly thought the PNP was or was going communisto The. 
~ ·-t-1 CL. ~1~~ t;;; ve ~ Wt\ 

PNP is and has always bee:m,ig the mo s t open ! nd dE!n'l.ocratic ma ss party 
~~ 

in the country, which i s l why they cannot ke ep secrets" Communism has 

always ' been a bogey used again s t the PNP by its political enemies on 
~ 

the righto The lnew factor, s ince the 1970~ s that t here ne::: J;,_a~ 
re~~ communi s t party i n Jamai ca which , as all commffi~Jti~par ties do, 
tri~ to infiltra te and gain a mas s base by ridi ng ~n~NP coatt~ils 0 

Can t he PNP han dl e t hi s wi t hout swi nging to the anti-f ommuni s t right? 
; ~ Q,, ~ s. 



The Facts Behind the Lebanese Crisis 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro~dcast on Friday 
September l7, 1982, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: The latest Israeli aggression in West Beirut has laid 

to rest, very quickly and very dramatically, that piece of political 

fiction so cleverly fostered by both Israel and the Unit~d States 9 

t ha t the real problem in Lebanon was the presence of th·e Palestine 

Liberation Organisation, the PLOo Remember th• argument that once 

the PLO was out, once the so-called 'state within a state' was put 

to an end 9 peace and stability would re t urn to Leban·on and the 

Israelis and the Syriahs would go home and leave the Lebanese to 

solve their own problems? Remember? Well , Israel's aggression this 

wwek has blown all that sky-high., Israel ha~ used Tuesday 's assass-
Christian 

ina\ion of the rightwing/Falangist leader Bashir Gemayel, as excuse 

for a massive new military onslaught on West Beirut., Israel says 

she wants to ensure peace and stability 9 and so she is now in 

military occupat ion of t he capital city of an9 ther country o Reports 

are that Israel was puttiEg pressure of ~emaye l to make t he signing 

of a peace treaty with Israel one of his first acts af~er be ing 
. 

in stalled as President of Lebanon next· weeko Israel 'Vfrustration at 

the di sin tergra tion of this pl'.an with the death of their man 9 may 

be the reason for the new violence against a now completely 1m defend­

ed people . But this very violence "r;JJjl# ensures that there will be no 

peace treaty 9 certainly not i n the short run o And Israeli bombs and 

tanks and planes cannot solve the Lebanese problem 9 anymore than 

the drivi ng out of the PLO couldo Indeed, the only way Israel might 

be able to contribute to a solution •i the Lebanese problem would be 

by agree i ng to the West Bank and Gaza becoming the homeland to which 



2 

the very many Palestinian refugees, upwards of a million of whom 

are in the Lebanon, could returno That would not in its sl f solve the 

Lebanese problem; but it would help ease it somewhat. The real 

solution for Lebanon lies, I think, in the complete overhauling of 

the religious-tribal political structure impose d on it by the French 
The French found 

with indepedence in 19430/ Ramaxx~kKx~xaxu the most effective form 

of colonial rule in Lebanon to be along religious and cultural line s~ 

They got on best. with the educated urban Chritian Lebanese 9 had 

most trouble with the muslim sectso So they institutionalised the 

political struc t ure with their favourite •natives', the Christian 
fh~<l~ 

htJi~ on topo The population of the time, by French esti mation, 

was 60% Chri stian and 40% Muslim: so power was divided accordinglyo 

The President would be a Maronite Christian, the Prime Minister a 

sulni Muslim 9 the Speaker a Shi i te mu slim, the Vice Prewident an 

Orothodox Chri s tian. Parliament would have 60% Christians and 40% 

non-Christian. Government jobs were shared out along jhe same 60-40 

ratioo And so it haS been since 1943, even though all the indicationE 

are that t he Arab muslims now gre a tly ou-tnurnber the Arab Christian s< 

And the history of foreign invasion s to protect t he interests of 

what i s now a Christian minority when those interests coi~cided with 

those of a particular power, has made the Lebanese Arab Christian s 

,a s unwil l ing to give up any of their historically entrenche d power aE 

are 9 say, the Protestants of Nor t hern Ire,lando So you have poli tica.l 

tribalism of the worst kind reinforced by religiou+ ea.lotry and 

intoleranceo If you add to t his the emergence of private armies, 

loyal to individual warlomls, (Ba shir Gemayal was one such), jou will 

begin to get an idea of the dimensions of t h e Lebanese problemo It 
both na tion ally and in Pan-Arab termso 

is a hard problem/4 I sneal makes it harder by trying to manipulate 

t hat problem in i t s favour t hrough u s ing t he Christian s 0 The death 
of Bashir Gemayel should make t hat pla in to I sr ael and the world 0 

Goo dn i ~ht 



The Economics of Survival : 
Productivity, Unemployment & Social Stability 

NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
sl,tember 13, 1982, 6ol0p .m 

Go od evening: Ecomomists and bankers tend to look at the world's 

cur rent economic cri -sis in terms· of how a country handles it balance­

of-payments , its levels of production and exports and impor ts , and 
its _ 

its management of/filf: finances. ,And t he general _ a ss1;lillp,tion has been 

that if a country handles these matter s well then economic growth 
. .. .. 

would be almost automa ti~ and all t he citizens 'of that country would 

enjoy the benefi~s of such .growth , noj nece s sarily · a t the same time 

or to the same extent, .' but certainly everybGdy would see and feel 

the benefit sooner or. latero But relfi'ent development s intthe worl·d 

economy h.a:ae rai s ed doubts and questions about this optimistic 

assumption. For one thing, it now seems that . before some economies 

can achieve that turn about and growth we all say we want there has 

to be some really massive so-called 'adjus tments •: all the s lackness 

and weakness, it seems, has to be squeezed out of an economy before 

it can be set on that growth patho And this so-called •s~ueezing out' 

has led to large- s c ale collaps es and shut-downs of b.u s ine s seso We 

know of, businesses closing dovvn here i n J amaica·. But what is happen i n; 

in the United States and Western Europe make our little clo sings 

look-- sme..llo .. There have been more than 15,000 business bankruptcies 

in the United Dtates so far thi s yearo In one · single week las t 

month nearly 600 companies collap_sed And as it is in t he Bni ted 

Sta tes so it is in Britain an d Western Europeo And of course 9 when 
' ·companies fold , t heir workers lo se their jobs. And even the 

companie s that survive have to tighten up and squeeze the waste ou t 

of their opera tic~ , especially when their mar kets become weak and 
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people s top buying what they produceo And unemployed workers i n 

North America and West Europe jus t cannot buy new cars or new hous es 

or go on holidays to f ar-off sunny Caribbe an isl an ds as they did when 

they were in jobs and had saved money,, So t he demand for Jamaican 

bauxite and alum i na slumps and Jamaican bauxite workers are l aid off 

and the companies try to tighten-up and squeeze out the fato And 

so the effort to stimulate economic recovery and growth has led to 

large-scale unemployment, not only among poor Third World countries 

but in the rich We s tern capitalist countries a s wel l o In t he United 
l 

Sta tes unemployment officially hovers around eleven milliono 

Unofficially it i s s omewhere between 13-million and 15-million. In 

Western Europe it i s officially somewhere in the region of 15-mi l l ion 

; it could be at least a million moreo So, in the world' s richest 

and mo s t developed· countries you have, .today 1• anywhere between 

26-million and JO~million people who are ·without jobs a s their 

countries squeeze an d tighten their economi e s in the struggle for 

that greater productivity and efficiency which t hey hope will end the 

mo s t terrible refession to hffit the world since the Gre a t Depression 
' • 

of the 1930so One gre4t differen ce i s that in the 1930s the United 

States was not the s ame dominant and dominating world economy t hat 

she is today s o t he rest of the world was less di rectly and dramatic­

ally affec A han it i s today. The~ orld did not ca t ch pneumonia; it 

only caught a x~±~kt coldo Today t h ings are differento And \ day's 

people are different tooo Wha t would happen i f more white middleclass 

.Americans were t o be squeezed into unem ployrnent,sap to between 15-20 

million? Will they accept it as relatively pas sively as their fore­

bears did in the 1930s? I t hink not. An d I am certain the West 

Europeans would react violently if their unemployme~ were to rise 
to between J 0-40 milliono An d then t here are t ~ lions in the 
3rd Worldo . ~ qpmmic recovery may re sult in chaos l f it cannot accommo­
da te the s e!_ec.mrd do s o quicklyo Goo dnight 0 



1) The I.M.F. After Toronto 
2) America & Western Europe 
J) A Worst-Case Scenario 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
September 10, 1982, 6ol0pcm 

Good evening: Reports out of Toronto at the end of the World Bank 

and International Monetary Fund annual meeting suggest that the two 

lending institutions will have their quotas increa•sed so that they 
• 

will in future be . able to lend a little more money to the poorer 

countries of the world; but these increases will not be as high as 

the Third World countries had pressed foro The Third World had wanted 

a doubling of t he lending money available to the I.MF and World Bank, 

and at leas t t wo West European countries had backed the Third 

World stando Others, like Great Bri tain and West Germany wanted the 

increase to be _ in the region of 50%; but the United States, the 

biggest contributor, was again 9 t even this size of in&reaseo But in 

t h e end the United States did relax its oppmsiton somewhat and my 

guess is that by next April when the matter comes up for final 

decision there will be agreement to increase t he quotas~ and so 

the available lending money - by between 25% and JO%o But I also 

think the Americans are going to insist on continued tighter IMF 

conditionality than most Third World countries want. Mexico is the 

current victim of the American determination to adhere to strict 

IMF con di tionali ty with its overwhihbl.ing bias against all forms of 

state control or regulation of t he econ~my, and in favour of a 

dominant role for the private s ectoro And so there are signs of 

Mexico facing the likelihood of being 'puni she d' for nationalising 

its bankso A standby loan of over $1,000-million has suddenly been 

suspended until Mexico arrives at an'understanding' with t he I.M 0 F 



2 

for a $4,000-million-plus agreemento The new and interesting twist 

to this one i s that Mexico these days is not one of the run-of-the­

mill poor 'Third World countries with little or no resourceso She is 

oil rich and her problem i s essenti ally short-term and one of massive 

miscalculation and massive over-spendingo So how far will the IMF 

push Mexico? La tin America, all of Latin America, is going to watch 

this one very closely, and on its outcome may very well depend 

whether U.S. -La tin American relations begin to improve or deteriorate 

even furthero For, make no mistake about . it, any undue pressure on 

Me£mco by the IMF will ·be seen as an American economic squeezeo And 

just as American re.la tions with Western Europe are aJ a new low 
,/ American-made 

bec ause of the American embargo on Europe'" sales of/a:~llli:JlD(1u11.t or 

licenced or controlle d equipment to the Soviets for their gas 

pipeline,scrlany squeeze on Mexico is likely to provoke bmtter 

reactiono The Western Europeans are particularly angry at the 

assumption, voiced publicly by. Vice President George Bush 9 t ha t as 

t he ,le a der of t he so-called 'free world ' America must le a d and every­

body else must follow. The West Europeans do not see it in such 

simplistic cowboy terms; neither will t he La tin Americans. So there 

could be tricky days ahead . And this brings us here in J amaica to 

t he question of a wor st-cas e scenarioo o Of course we will go on 

rai sing the loans we need , our leaders are skilful enough for tha t 0 

So t ha t worst-case scenario may never arise; I certainly hope it 

does not. But what if it did? What if one day next year or the year 

after there is suddenly no l oan money to be had? Wha t will we do? 

How wi l l we cope? Have we any fall-back plan for survival. I know 

t he small country f armers wi l l feed themselves and surviveo But wha t 

. ~ about the rest of Jamaica? Do we have a survival plan if t h e day shou; 

ever come when we cannot borrow our troubles away? When we cannot 
import food?o Go odnighto 



World Bank-I.M.Fo Toronto Meetings: 
What Future for the Third World? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
September 6, 1982, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The single most important economic event in t he world 
today's 

i11•a~ is undoubtedly/ ik~ opening in Toronio, Canada of the four-day 

annual meeting of the World Eank and the International Monetary Fund 

which is attended by the Finance Min.isters ana. economic leaders 

of some one hundred and forty rich ·and poor countries. The decisions 

which will be taken at this meeting wil+ have a profound bearing on 

the daily lives of h:indreds of millions of people all over the world,. 

but especially on the daily lives of tne poorest people living in 

the most depressed areas of the worldo On the face of it, those 
spokesmen from 

decisions will be arrived at democratically, with/rich an.d poor 

countries alike making their contributions and casting their voteso 

But as with the United Nations Security Council the decisions of one 

or two superpowers can block or over-rule whatever the majority may 

wanto In the case of the World Bank and I.M.Fo it is not a vetij 

power that can block or overrule decisions; it is the number or 

percentage of voting rights member countries have, and the United% 
has the 

States/«m:1llix11i:~ largest single number of votes in both the Worla 

:Bank and the I.M.F. An d this gives the .U.S. ~n/ effective ~eto on 

decisions and actions -taken by the World Bank and the I~M.Fo And of 

coyrse, the United States and its West European allies, when they 

are in agreement, determine what does or does not happen in the • 

world economy. And even communist economies can be, and are, affected 

by such Western capitalist determination. We have seen this in the 

cases of Hungary and Poland, which have borrowei.d b$avily from 

Western banks and are no deep tn debt to the Wes tern capitalist 
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banking systemo Communist Cuba has called for the rescheduling of 

its relqtively small debt of some $3,000-plus million to We s tern 

Ban ks, and is inviting capitalist investment on a controlled, 

partnership bas iso So having a different ideology and a di ffe r ent 

politi cal system does not of itself in sulate any country f rom t he 

influences and at times, the control of the capi talis t system through 

its Wor ld Eank and International Monetary Fund. The only po ssible 

in sulation i s for a country to be either rich enough to pay its way 

in the world or e l se to choose deliberately to do without those 

imports which it cannot pay foro So the Soviet Union can import 

thousands of millions of dollars worth of grain wi thout becoming a 

client of t he World Bank or the I.M.F; and J apan, with hardly any 

resources or raw materialsof its own can, through the u s e and 
• become 

organisation of its people and economic structures,/a fe ared 

competitor and powerful honerary We s tern capitali s t s tate in s tead of 
poore s t 

a cli ento The/countrie s of the Third Wor ld are in no such po sition; 

the i r opti on s seem limited to being either dependan t ilili ents of the 

dominant Western vapitalist system or joining t he economic ally weaker 

communis t economic s ys tem an d hel p build up its strength, or elec ting 

t o go t he much more econ omically pai n f ul and mi f f i cult rou te of 

non-alignmen t with i ts r isks and di sadvantages . The genuinely non­

aligned are u sually under var ying degr ees of economi c pres sure from 

both the capitalis t an d communi s t economic systemso Each system wants 

its client s t a te s to become submi ssive parts of that _sy~t em. And so 

i f t he vote in Toronto i s to lend the clien t st~ te~ ; ~ le more mon J ; 
the terms will be a l i t tle t igh ter and t he client s fate s will become 
a l i ttle l ess sovereign i n t heir dec ision-making, an d t he dre am of 

economi c i n dependence will recede a little fur t her 0 That i s t he 

hard re ali ty f or t he Thi rd World thi s week 0 Goodn igh t 0 



1) The Esso Aequisition: the 1979 Gas Price Strike 
2) Reagan's New Move in t he Mi ddle Eas t 

NEWS COlVIl\/IEN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Friday 
September 3, 1982, 6ol0p.m 

latest news 
Good eve:mm:gg: The/axxx±xxxw• is that the government of Jamaica and 

Esso West Indies have re4ched basic a_greemen t for the government to 

buy out and take over the Esso refinery located on Kingston's 

Marcus Garvey Driveo There are, we are told, some details still to 

be worked out, buJ the deal has been struck. The refinery will pass 

into Jamaican handso And this, in face of this government's known 

attitude to public ownership of business enterprises, is an lUl&kaxa~ 

~ haracteristic stepo :But the alternative the government fac.ed was 

to agree to Esso's demand for an increase in its margin of profit 

on the refinery operationo And thereby hangs a tale of political 

consideration of no mean importanceo Most of us still remember the 
January 

gas price strike of/1979 when the economic life of Jamaica was 

brought to an abrupt and jarring halt with road-bloc Mi, slashed JOS 

bus ttres , and the more enterprising among the striking hustlers 

exacting tribute from motorists to permit them to go their wayo I 

still remember the great distances some people travelled, the great 

detours they made, to avoid the roadblocks and get to and from worko 
And as it was in Kingston so it was in many other areas of Jamaicao 
That gas price strike was masterminded by a JLP affiliate many of 

whose members now ho l d important positions in the pr{ent government 

of Jamaicao So in a purely political sense 9 a gas price increase, 

especially at this time, could have unpredictable and ijXplosive 

consequenceso The precedent for massive economic and social disruption 

had been set in January 19790 In this sense that gas price strike of 

January, 1979, can be either cursed or ble s sed - depending on your 

point of view - for the government' s present move to take over the 
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public 
refine~yo We m~st hope t hat the r e finery, under Jamican/ownership, 

will continue to operate as a viable profitable enterprise to the 

benefit of t he Jamaican people, an d t hat t he price of its products 

can now be held at reasonable levelso There are examples to prove that . 

this can be done ,given good sense and good managemento There are 

examples of the other thing too, of public ownership leading to the 

'feeding tree' mentality and to the running down of an enterprise, as 

" we have seen with the JOSo It i s all up to the workers and the manager"/ 
to . 

rather than jus t/the system of ownershipo Remember that gas price 

strike? Our action s can lead to unexpected results, can't they? 

The other big neww, on the international scene this time,was 
,. on Wednesday 

Mro Reagan5 new proposals/for t ackling the Pale stinian problemo The 

key point in that plan is that the Israeli-occupied West :Bank and 

Gaza Strip areas should become the Palestinian homeland, and that 

this area should be associated with Jordano I srael should not 

establish any ·more Jewish settlements on the West Bank and Gazao · And 
1k 
/pDocess to full Palestinian self-government in association with 

J-- over 
Jordan should be carried out/El a phased five-year period. In return 

for giving up i -ts occupati on of the We st :Bank and Gaza, the associa t-

i on of Jordan and Palestine woul d accep t unconditionally Israel's 

existence and right to secure borders, as would all 'the other Arab 

stateso Such is the heart of the Reagan proposalo This, the President 

and his people have made clear, is how the American government rsees 

the way to peace and stability in the Middle East, with both Israeli 

interests Q,n d Pale s tinian interests, a s suredo It i s , I think, the 

most sensible ba sis for negotiations so far put forward for satis­

fying both Jewish and Palestinian fears and interests. It is unfortun­
ate that Israel's first re action was a flat rejection of. t he plan; 
perhaps its second reaction will be le s s colonialisto If not there 
there i s nothing but grief ahead for the Mi ddle Eas t and for Israel 0 

Goo dnighto 



Reagan Vetoes CBI: 
Where do we go fro . i here ? 

NEWS COM.MEN T Y 
For broadcast on Monda , 
August JO , 1982 , 6 0100~ . m. 

Good evening: American President Rona l d Reagan struck Jamaica a 

terrible economic b l ow las Saturday when he vetoe d- a Congressional 

money b i l l which empowered the Ameri c n Gover nmen t to s pend .14 o 1-

thousan d mill i on do llars to keep t he U. So govermnen t ' s machinery 

go ing for the· balance of this .fin an cial year which ends in October. 

Thi s money was suppo sed to go into paying the military , some of the 

civil service , and some ·of the social programmes . Bu t in its passage 

throu gh the two House of Congre s var i ous Congre sio al Committee 

had tacked on to the Bi l l q.,dditional spendi ng on mat ters which they 

consider d impor t an to For instance Mr . Reagan .ha, done some heavy 

budget cu t t ing on social spe ding whi ch woul d benefit t he poor, the 

old , students and mi nority groups o 
thee 

tr ied to restore some of/±ki~ .nrx s 

So some Congressional people 
cuts the 

ending/by dding ±±/o t the 

n ew ppropriati on Billo All- in-a 1 these additi ~ns amounte d to 

some $918- mi l li.on . In additi on the Congressional leaders al s o chan.ge d 

cut , and re arranged some of the amount' the Reagan AdmiJj istrati on 

had asked for . They , for instance , cut $2 , 000 , - million from th 
they tacked the CBI on , . 

proposed Defence De p r tment budge t ; / and t hey chan ged up the numbers 
out 

of the Ca ribbea.n Basin pl an , cutting/the proposed mi litary a.s si tance 

to _,l Salvador and reducing its overal allocation . The thinking of 

the Congres iona eaders was siH!ple and clear. If Mro Reagan wa s a 

committed to his Caribbean Basin I ni t i t ive as he ma de out , then he 

woul d a cceptj their chenges and additions in order 

through the Congresso This , a fter all , 
.y' \ > 

was Lthe old 

to ge t the CBI 

traditional way 
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do i ng bus· ness in po i t ical Wc1shington: the Congr ess give t he 

Pr e sident wha t he wants , and the Pr e id t g i ve the Congr ess what 

i t wan t - .especfi'ia.lly in an election yer.o. ro They sorr e sti me s ca ll i t 

' a little h one st horse r ading ' o :But l ast S2 turdaj; Mr l Reagan made it 

lear he did not \(i an t to tr ade" After a l l, he got hi s way l a st year 

w· t h out givin a y t h i · . Or o it seemed , un t il he had to s ign that 

mass ive new t ax mea ure a coupl e of weeks ago o In t hi~ case, too , soon 

--er or iater , :pilr o Reagan i s going to have to trade o The r i sk is that 

the CBI may e • ther get lo s t or become even more severel mangl ed i n 

a y a ter horse-trad liing o Thi i s the .American way and it i be i ng 

pl yed out w· t h American interests be · g p r am ou : not J emai c an or 

Car · bbean or Cen t ra Ameri c an o To b e sure 9 t h e Pre ,sidetj t and matj y 

other .Americ ans do care what happens t o us; but o· l y a f ter they ave 

t aken c are of t h eir own gus in e s fir t; and I , for o e , see nothing 

,wr on g with thato Wha t I do se e a· wro g i s the apparent ho cke d and 

t raumati sed rea.c ion of some of our leader and some of their spokes­

peopl e at tfli turn of events o It i s as t h ough we have abso l utely n o 

op -'--ions of our own; as though po licy fo r J emaica i made i n We hingtor: 

as though thtngs wi _ 1 f fll l apart if Washing ton does not ho l d u s upo 

And tat , whateve r lse · t i , is ot a
1
hec ~thy state of ffa irs and 

no t a h ealthy t ~t.l of mind o Of course e need that 50- milli on of 

CBI aid de~perately, and of course it will be a bl w i f ' it is delayed 

as now se ems ve-r - likely; but it is wr ong f or it to be or t o appear 

to be a ma t t r of l ' fe and death fo r th&s nati ono J amaica has survive · 

worse blows t han t hi in the pasto J a i c a i capable of survivi g 

worse b l ows t han thi . ¼~s t is wrong i s t hat our p o itic a l system and 
a ne generation of ·poli t ic a l and us · ne s 
~a~xmi~~R««~RXR~xam« ±~iRMXM~ le aders have led u s into ad ngerou 

new s t ate of almo st total dependen c e on external forces and external 

i n tere sts to such an eitent tha t Jam .ica today cannot even feed 
it ~l f f~om its own_ earth. And ~ha't as we re seeing~ nd will go on 
seeing , is ti o way ei t _.er t o de l iveranc o t the better we w~n t o Goodn i 



'hird Worl d Economi c Probl ems : 
The Search for New Perspecti ve ~ 

NEWS cm/.Il.VIENTARY 
For broadcast on Fri da y 
August 27, 1982 , 6 ol0p om 

Good even i ng : onferences on e c on omic matters , especi all y Thi r d 

• orld e c onomi c matters , repre sent on e of the highpoi nt s of this 

weeks new-$ here i n J amaica : t h er e was the c onferenc e of Central 

:B2nk Governor s of Lati n America and Spai n at whi ch Ilr o Owen J e f f er son 

painted a stark pic _t u r e of the present state of the wor l d ec on omy and 

i ts i mpact on the poo~er nation s of the earth ; and there was the 

opening meeti ng of the La t i n American Governors of t h e International 

Monetary Fund arid the World :Bank at which Prime Mi nister Seaga spoke 
e c onomic 

of the i mpor t an ce of/structural ad j ustmen t ,,s and defining it i n these 

words : ". o o We agree that there i s need for ad j us tmmn t i f fundamental 

imbaam:ace.s i n our econ omies· are to be corrected o., o And here we should 

perhaps remi nd ourselve s that t he te r m struc t ural ad j ustment embodi es 

a r a nge of pol i cies designed to bring about t he ·more effi c i en t 

per formance of an economy by remov ing s truc tural defec t s , by changi ng 

the di:r:ie c t ion of the economy , or by transforming the basi s of i ts 

oper t i on o It might b e any one or any c ombi nati on of t hese o The 

u ltima t e ob j ecti ve i s t h e maxi mis t i on of producti on , and increased 

foreign exchange ea.rn i ngs o 11 Mr q Seaga ha s , earlier i n the life of 

his governIL.en t , s a i d that it wou l d take three years for t he no.t i on 
see the resul t s of 

to begin to,iti~liXjtfUtxx1t~ii~x§tf these po ic i es o We are only approach-

i ng the en d of :tkRx.Rlt~x~.f t h e second year of t he n ew dj_re c t ion ~o 
base d on declared po licy 

an y serious asses smen t/ · s till fourteen months away o An d yet , 

with near l y two- t hirds of the three- ye a r peri od up there are di turb­

· ng and naggi ng worries , espe c ially about maximisati n of producti on 

and i ncre sed foreign exchange earn i ngs ~ .And an o ther v ery i mportant 
conference of t his , eek , that of th J~ • 

e amaiaa Tea hers As soci a.ti on 
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has added to these nagging worries with the flat declaration o• t of 

that conferenc e that when negotiati on t i me come around early next 

year they wi l l not be prepared to hol d s tra i n , as they were -w.e a t 

t he last round of negotiations . If this is the posture of t he J . T. A. 

will that of the Civil Service Associ ati on be any different? And wi 1 

that of the other government and quasi-government worker s be any 

differen t? An d i n any new rourld of wage • ncrease- ,~ where would, the 
I 

government get the money fr om? From new taiati on ? -And p.ow ,will 
I ~ 

I - ' I.A° government j ustify any demand for new taxes1 from /he popul ace? ;By 

pain tin g to the s ervi c ~ it provides? What s ervice s '? A k _pub l • c 
whose to t a l f ailur e 4 / 

t nansport sy tem/ u x«kxkxEXER»m: to perfor~ ha only been ....... 
chaoti c sma l man r s free ent rpri e J 

a/ free - for- all /mini us system which i s itself now threatened by • 
.,, _....,....,.....? 

r ather heavy-handed efforts at government regulation whi c , i n par t ... 
designed e arnings of 

at l east , appears/.tMxwapi1::t t o use the/mn:iE«ZJK.M the un subsi di e d 

minibuses to support the sick Jos? One result , I understand , is t hat 
new 1 

some of t he better mi nibus operators are dropping out of this/rat- r a c 

whose unplea nt undertones are get ting worse. You do not ask f or 
providing 

increa ed taxes for/ this -ki nd of servi ce; or for the ki nd of water 

ervi ces we are now ge tti ng. In open e ective par l i amentary democrac i 

people mea ure the taxes they pay against the services they eceive o 

amaicans from every wal k of life , but especi2lly t he poor , pay very 
- dir ect or i ndi rect -

h i gh taxe /for very low services . Any str uctural adjustment progr emm ~ 

whi ch Rll!Xll!Ja.i ignore\ or glos l"over , the se i nternal 
' 

doomed t o f ilure , no matter how great t he inflow of for eign borrowi ng 

The ' tri ck e-down r theory of economic developf ent may have been 

fe sible i n a bouyan world economic contexto In an economi c a l y 

pepressed world where there is li ttle or nothing to trick e down 

str uctura l ad·ustment requi re new ocial and economic perspecti ves
0 

In hard times most of a11 , peo e measure viability by the tan r d 
and qua i ty of thei own da ily live ; not theori 1> ,:ln"o t abstrac t i on s " 

'J"' l Goodnigh t 



Who Can Wi n A Nuc l ear War? 

NEW, COMME TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
August 23 , 1982 , 6ol0p omo 

Goo d evening; Las t week the U. Sd Pentagon - Americ a ' s military 

headquarters - sent ne w sho ck-waves r everbe t in g through the worl dQ 

The word was that Ameri c a can win a nuc l ear war agai nst t he Soviet 

U ion o And l ogic say that if on e s i de fee l tna t it can wi n a war 

over its en emies , se l f - i ntere t di c t ates t ha t i t s hould get r eady 

to do j ust thato An d it is t his l ogiu that is f r i gh ten i ng the day­

l ight out of Americ a ' s Western European allies who kn ow that t he i r 

countri es a.re l i kely to be • the ba ttle area for at leas t t h e first 

devastati ng bl ows i n any such nuclear show-down . For in stan ce ? a 

s tudy by the .Ameri can ongre s ion a l Offic e of Te chno l ogy As es sment 

sugges ts the follow i ng : i f a smal l nucl ear bomb of j u t one megaton , 
e ual to 

/ M-x one ,illion t on s of TNT;N , were to be eIJ*Oded at 6 , 000 feet over , 

• say , London or Par i s , or Berl i n or Bonn or Washi ngton or New York 

or Tpkyo or an yone of the worl d ' s ma jor i ndus tri a l ci t i es j buil dings 

fa c t ories , kyscra.pers , cars , truck s buses , and everythin g wi thin 

2½ mi les of t h e expl osion will be i nstantl y v apour i sed by t he great 

and se aring heat o Peopl e will j ust di sappear , mel te·d by t he fireb l lo 

For ne ar l y twenty quare mi l es fur ther out 9 tha t city woul d be level l­

e to the ground and most of the people would be kille d ei ther i n stant 

ly or so bad y t hat they will die l ater o· And then there wi ll be a 
. 

se con da y are a of de structi on some 3 3➔square miles away f r om the 

poin t of expl osion, in whi ch the piliac e anQ the pe opl e and t he property 

will be· severely burned and d· r,aged and a l smost every person will 

need some ki nd of medi c 1 he l p 0 d all thi s wi l l happe wi t hin the 
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first one minute of t h e droppi ng of t h e bomb o An d when you h ve t hi s 

sort of happen ing t here is bound to be chaos among the surv i vor -

tho e trying to ge t medi cal he lp and those tryi ng to get out of the 

devastated areao Roads and ho pitals will be overcrowded , much of the 

town will be on f i re , light and power and water wi ll be di rupted , 
city 

and the f run i l i ar mushr oore cloud will hang over t h e/±MWN of deafu 

and destructi ono Civil order i s almost ce r t ain to co l l apse with 

peo l e looti ng fo r f ood and medicine wherever they can get these., 

Depending on the s i ze · of the city the deat htoll f ro tha t one singl e 

" smal l" bomb coul be anywhere from half a milli on to over a mill ion " 

Thi nk of wipi ng out one hal f of Jamaica.' s populati on i n e s s than an 

hour and you wi l l get s ome i di a of the scale of death and destr ucti ono 

And both the Americ an and t he Russians have bigge nuclear bombs 
~~" that c an ·up to fifty times that amount of dam ge in one go o So who 

i--
will wi n a nuclear war ? He who strikes first? The fact is that no 

m tter who fir es the f i rst bomb , the other side alr f ady hi s it pan 

in .hand to make sure t hat its respondi ng bombs will eon the i r way 

t o hi t t he enemy even as i ts own ci t i e a.re consumed by the awful 

fl sh of fire which des troys ever ythingo I frank l y do not ee any s i de , 

exce p t death de t uc t i on and chaos wi nn i ng tis kin d of waro And I 

do not ee how thi s ki nd of war can , as Mro Al exan der Haig suggested , 

be l i mite to say t hejf European t hea tre of waro Once s t arted , t h i s 

k i nd of war is bound to be tota l , with bi gger an e. b i gger nuclear bomb s 
~-P. £J~ 

reducing the great ci t i e and economi es of LEurope and eri ca to 

bunt- our r ubbl e and a hes and dus t o Thi i s where the notion of the 

wi nn able -nuc ear war leads , l ogical y and i nevitablyo But let us sey 
j ust 

the Americ ans are/ using the noti n as a propaganda pressur e point , 

hppi ng by it t o i ntimi clate the Russ i ans into be i rjg ' more rea onable '' 

i n the negotia t i onso If that i so , they are gambling~Bie future 
of mankin do For man ~i nd there is no wi nnabl e nuc l e r wa r 0 Goodnight <> 



a) Some Ironic Twi s t i n World Poli ti c : 
1) ·:rhe Reagan Tax Bill; 2 ) Mexico' s Money Wo:mri,es; 
3) I srael ' s 1ilitary Victory & Political Setbacko 

~~€Ui:.:.;cg Ntt@le aI YA:a9?· 

~EWS COMMENTARY 
ForrEr oa dc a st on i day 
Augu s t 20 , 1982 , 6 ol0pom 

Good evening : The Americ an Congress ye wterday gave its approval to 

Pre s i dent Reagan ' s new tax bill whi ch would , over the next thre e 

ye ars , requi re American t axpayers to pay s ome t h ing of the or der 

of an addi tion a l one- hundre d- thousand-mi lli on do llar s o This i s , 

po s sibl y 7 the s i n gle lar ges t t ax bill ever levied on the American 

p eopl e in any one ye r, cer ta i n l y i n any one year in peacetime o 

And t h e i rony of i t i that i t fo l lows t he ingl e l argest t ax cut 

ever g iven to the Americ an peopl e jus t ab ou t a year agoo So Mro 

Re agan h a.,S, t he unique , though questionable distincttmnn, of fir s t 

gi v i ng the .American t axpayers t h e bi ggest cuts ~ have ever l:rnd 9 

and then l i cki ng t h em with the heaviest new tax b rdens t h e y have 

ever had o He gave wi th one hand an d was h a i led fo r i t ; noV✓ h @ i s 

taki ng away with the other hand an d again he i s being h iled for i t o 

An d .Amer i ca ' s e c 6n omic woes c onti nue un chan ge d ., he one bi g politic 
on 

al change f ollowi ng/ Mro Reagan ' s power f u l lobbyin g for the new axe s 

i s the di senchantment of the Amer ic an conservati ve groups who had 

so mu c to do wi h Mro Reagan ' wi n n i ng of t he White House o Th 
. de ep 

upcoming No embe r e l ections shoul d g · ve us s ome i dea of how/this 

disenchantmen y~I •f the Repub i ~an c andi da tes , especia l ly the 

staun c h :Reagan b ckers , do badly , t hen Mr o Reagan might we 1 econ:e 

that mo st lon ely of all Americ an politic a l figures, a 1 me- du ck 

Presi dent s erving out hi term wi t h minima l i f luence on er ic an 

affair and o world affai rs ; which woul d ot make m ters any 

easier e i th er for t he Unite d States or t h e worl. . I f , on the other 
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hand the Republicans do we l l i n the ovemberi ele ctions , Mr 9 Reagam' s 

po wer to influence events would be even greater than it no w i s .. The 

i r ony is that ±£ al l the time an d thought and money that wen t i nto 

campai gn i ng , fo r ~Mz the tgreatest t ax cut ever ', t hen fo r the ' 

' gr eates t t ax i ncrease ever ' were r eal l y wasted s inc e t he one largely 

bal an c es out the othero It is not on l y in Jamai ca t hat t hese costly 

wastef ul games are played o :But can even r ich Ameri ca~ a fford t hem? 

An o ther k i nd of ironic tinils t i s the spec tac le of oi l - ri ch Mexi c o in 

acute f i nan ci a l t rouble to he po i nt wher e i t h s to turn to the 
caus ed by 

IMFo The problem her e was/the sudden riches that went to the head 

and caused Mexi co r s l eaders to go on an almos t reckless developmental 

spendi ng spre e ~ much as the Nigerian did a little earlier o Ni geri a 

is now co tai n • ng its pro bl ems by prude t cutbacks and pl anning o I t 

my be a little more di fficul t for Mexico , what with 

li!es tyl es and its po · tical intere t end its ambiti ous busi ne 

tycoons just across~ t he border . Me mus t hope tha t Mexi c an le .dership 

is strong enough and Mexi can nationali~m i s cl ear - eyed enough to be 

a~le to r e s i st the .ost attracti ve take over bi d o Mexico i no t , as 

some wi shf ully sugge t , bankrupt : her ~ sets and resour ce far 
economi c 

exceed her l i abi l itie so :Bu t this crisi s will t est .her will t o/free dom 

nd i ndependence to t he utmos t. The other ironic twis t of the week 

i s upplied bt Israel rs mi l itary defeat of the PLO in West Be i r ut , 

which is now dr awing t o its close . '.Iio wi n a war withou t achieving you 

ma.i n obj ecti ve arrd then to lose the rewards of t he peace i s a. p rt~­

cul ar irony . The PLO i s defeated but not destr oye d ; Israel has m:evllr 

been as low in world esteem as she now is beceuse of the i ndiscrimin­

ate s avagery of her attacks on Wet :Beirut; the defeated PLO has 

never enjoyed more respect ; the stature of y sser .Arafat • s greate,r 
-- tw... ~ of victory the I sr eli , wante d. now 

'l'hi 
han eve . Th·s was not the kin ~ 
i th " •t-~ th e < E➔.E-e ey now heve to live with O Goodnigh tc 



TI1e World 3conomic Outlook & 
The Foundation for National Survival 

NEWS COWllEN TARY 
For broadcast on Mon "ay 
August 1 6 9 1982, 6 ol0p .m 

Good evenin g : News summaries out of Washing ton of t he l ate t 

Wor l d. Bank report on the sta·te of the worl d economy paint 

gl oomy picau.re i n de e d . The world economy , it says , i s i n no 

very 

• better state than it w~s las t year and the ou t look for the future 

i s , if any t h i'ng , glo omier. than it was last yeer . So the hoped- fo r 

tur n- about i n the world. econ om·y is not l i ke ly to come abou t t h i s 
I 

year 9 and the prospects do not l ook any better for the fore eeabl e 
' . 

futureo An .d s i nce t he e c onomi es of most Third Worl d cou tries are 

i ntimately linked i th the world ' s Wes tern economi es , Thi rd Wor 'd 

econ omies , which are basic ally poor de penden t e·c onomies , • are 

bound · to feel the strains .nd pressur es mos t., The old saying about 

us c:atching pneumoni a. ever y time o ,r giant north rn n e i ghbour 

sne e ze s is n o j oke i n e c onomi c termso For some coun ri es , like 

mos t of 'thos-e in Afri ca sou th,e of the Sa a;a j 'pne on i a could l ead 

to a form of e c on omic sl w de !'}_ t h unless t hey have ·developed way s 

and mea s of st ying ali ve and holdi ng on un t i l this di sas t r ou s 

per i od passes . For t he most part the Western economic lly advanced 

countries will te d 
resoµrces 

to hu sband such/as they have ; they wi l l tend 

to put up barriers of protecti on ; t hey will ten d to import o ly 

wh tis e s0ential and at t he lowest po i b l e prices ; the c o pe tEt-:ttmn 

among them wi l take on a f i erce edge , especially if unempl oyrnen t 

grows . And a ready un mployment is somewhere i n t h e region of 

e l even million i n the United St ates , over three mill ion i n Gre t 

Bri t ain , and similarly h i gh and ri in 0 in most ~ V✓e te:rn Europe 0 

And when countr ie fa e problems like these t here i s le s of a 
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wi llingn e s to h e l p others in trouble o Char i ty , • a f ter · all , begins 

a t home , and as the s tr a i ns and pr es sures increase on the develo ped 

countries.they will b ecome more con cern ed with t he i r own angry poor 

and hungry and les c onc ern ed abou t the Third World ' s poor and hungr~ 

So t h ere wi l l , in evitably , b:e l es s and le s a id and mu ch more 

important , less and less credit on much s t i ffer termso The h pe i s 

that thi state of affairs will n ot l ast too J_on g and that when t he 

world economy pi ck!;, up aga · n , t he world can _ restart t he process 

of deve lopment and co- opera ti on and assistance on whi ch t he Thi rd 

Wor l d has come t o depend so much . I n the me antime , t h ough , t hings 

cou l d get very rough i ndeed . Our ., b.:Gr1 □ _N J;' investmen t hopes are ot 

being fulfi l led and l ook less and less l ikely to be o An d we have not 

s u c ceeded i n borrowi ng our t r oubl es away ; on the contrary our 

t r oubles a,r e be i n g compounded by t h e de p t-trap , and everywh ere we 

turn we grasp makka o We are n ot singu a r o Thi s i s the state o f our 

world in whi ch we mus t h ol d on and survi ve unti l thi s cri s i s passes o 

.And those of us in the Third Worl d who will sur vi e best of a ll are 

t hose who are able to feed t hem s e l ves fr o , t he i r own resources: f or 

t h a t i and t ha t a a l ways been t he sta t of economic urvival in 

time of t roubl eo I f a people can f e ed itself from its own r esourc ef 

then t ha t peopl e can wea ther all k i ds of storms an d trains an d 

pr es u r es o The.e was a time when J amai can s and most o ther ~Third 

Wor l d coun t rie un derstood thi s and were much or e econom i c a l .ly 
and elf- sufficient 

se lf- s pporting/than they n ow are o It i s n o t a ma t ter of ' either- o 

There i no r e a l i n c ompatibility be t we en feedi ng yourself as a 

people and developin g indu s tri es and export manu f cturi ngo Wha t is 

and what has be en w ong was t he who le sale T i rd Wor l abandoning of 

lf ff. · · • • ~ 
e - i u 1c1~ y in ~?::J ~d~c~~r t h e l gl~tter i ng dross of 

r~ ~~ ~ foreign Li ilJ.E_O~ o~ s~~h e me tropo l itan exporter s and 8 ~._ 2 

~ i mporter s but1"tne people are goin g to pay a h . {i cro. t 
I' (_ eavy pric e for i t o \il~ 



1) The Mini buses: 'l1he • r Ro le & Future 
oa;,--Im acl ~j:: i:lhe Leo 6± ac t,;;i;:.c11 ef Wes t ll o i;r•1,1 t 

NEWS COMM ◄ NTARY 
For broadcast on Fr i day 
August 13·, 1982 , 6" lOp . 

Go od even in g : T e chaos an d confu s ion on t he streets of Ki ngston 

. and Sto Ji...ndrew durin·g the first t hree days of t his we ek have 

drrunati sed , as nothing else could have , how grea tly the travelli ng 

publi c of t he Corporate Area has come to depe don the min i buses , 

be the y legal or o t herwis e . Withou t t he mi nibu es ther e wa s a 

transpor t vo id with which t he gutted skeleton of 't he J 'oOo S. jus t 

coul d not cope . Like i t or not , t he peop e i n the Cor porate Area 

who pend on public tran spor t , and they ar e the overwhel mi ng 

ma jority , j ust cannot get abou t nowadays wi thout them · ibuseso The 

mi nibu s es have effecti vely taken over the bulk of the city ' s public 

transporto It is t he JoO .S. which is now t he ort of s tandby s ervice 

Ad yet , the J.O . S. is t he offici al governmen t - owned publi c trans­

port sy tern whic.h has t he franchi se right s. Arjd I am told t hat each 

mi n i bus which has been gi ven some part of t hat .o. s. franchise i s 

requ i re d t o pay t he J . O. S. $500 every six months for t he privilege 

of oin g t h e j ob which the J. 0. So i tse f is s o signally fai ling to 

do o So t he mi ni bu ses not on l y do the work ·the J . O. S. is suppo ed 
a ki n d of rent. 

to do , t hey also have to pay /fo providi ng t ha t s ervice t o the 

travellin public : this is on top of t he ic en i ng and in suran ce 

premi ums t he minibus operator have to pay o If thi s is in f act 

how i t is, then I, fo on e , do no t think t h e min i bu s pera to r are 
the 

getti ng a fair deal i n this whol e bu i ness of s t reamlining/ public 

tran port s ervice whi ch i s now under wayo Please 

There has t o be stre mli ni g and there hes o be 

i no t a po i nt of ob j ectio or complain O Bu t is 

don ' t get me wr ongo 

+- k ~ 
reggl a 'r:fn[ s o t hRt 

it being x..eudi¥ 
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done in a fair and equi table manner? Many minibus operators think 

noto For in-stance, i.f some big outs'.i.-de foreign inve s tor , 1o; for th~ 
-, ~ ' 

I 

ma=tter -s·offi;_e big locai investor , wer~ to be invi':ted and were to a-e-e-et 
-» ~- ,, - • 

accep t t he inyi ta tion, t0 run . the city_' s publi9 transport , such an 
> • I '._r (.t 

i nvestor would expect and in all probabi l · ty woul d be given all 

k i nds of conc,essi on's: there would be 'tax conc essions , t fi~re woul d 

be help with the finding of forei gn exchange and l i nes of credit; 

bottlenecks would be cleared so t ha t new vehicles and par t s are 

brought i n quickly nd smooth Yo Th i s i s t he t raditional way of 
l I I 

a ttrac h ng ~ nvestrnent 9 especi a lly bi g foreign investmento My 

i nformati on i s that our local mi nibus operators have not had any 

assis·tance of this k i nd at all., Why? :Beca us·e the·y are small or 

petty capitalists? Do we cater to t he needs of only big •c ap i tali sts , 

~ even on as vital a matter as public transporta I think the governmen 

knows that if it had to rebuild the JoOoS o or to put i n place another 

system based on minibuse s only , it woul d ' have to find million and 

mi l l ions 'of dol l ars to do soo The minibus opera -tor s are do i ng this 

for us without a penny of investment fro the public purse c I would 

have thought that rather than making them pay for providing thi s 
we 

servic e/woul d in ~tead off er them i ncentives at the same time that 
I 

we insist on regulati ~g and streamlining their operationso After 

a ll theF are i n this , l i ke any go od c pitalist , big or petty , to 
~ 

make a 1liVing and a profi t o Unlike the J . O. S. and other state-own ed 
"- government 

enterprises t hey have no :Big Daday/to turn to when · their vehic l es 

need rep a iring or rep a c ement : so turn ing a r easonable profi t is 

a matter of survival for themo I think the minibus opera tors have 

shown us a way i n whi ch our public transport problem can be s olved : 
....,._, 

that is to divest publi c transport i nto the han dij of ouri small or 
petty c ,:: pi talists and , while we regul ate the , help them with the 
too l s [ to do the job . If we fa il , we may never , h v~ another such chan ce 

J ~ ~ {I:.;:s. ""-- l.i...\11-- Goodnighto 
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End of the J aminte Strike: 
A Critical Revi ew 

NEWS CO:M1V.IENr ARY 
For bro adcast on Monday 
ugust 9 , 1982 , 6 0 Op . m 

settling 
Good evening : The/~NM of the Jaminte l stri ke was un doubte dly the 

most welcome as well a s t he most important weekend new for us here 
to 

in J2maicao B~&t if we are/have any hope of the kind of ·ndu strial 

peace and stability withou t whi ch i ncreased produc t i vi ty i s an 

impossible dream , t hen we need ask why this strike to ok pl ace i n 

t he firs t i nstancea P~d why di d i t have to go on for 36 days? And 

why coul d Mr c Hugh Shearer te p i n and settle i t in a matter of 

three hours? There was one figure given which suggested that the 

strike cost the country somewhere in the regi on of $1-million a day,9 

·ven if that figure were cut i n half , the co wt of the s trike woul d 

still be heavyo So why did it ag on until the Shearer i nterventi6n? 
be 

Surely , something which could/kxxRXERR« settled s o quickly 30 days 

later coul d have been settled just as qui ckly in the first or econd 

week of t he strike , or even before there was a stri ke o So why the 
as I understand them , 

stri ke ? The facts/xxRXXKRZRX are these ~ The star tin g po i nt of the 
CL.-

a l1:i_ge workers and their un i on i n the negotiati ng process was Lqemand of 
l 

in crease of 20% i n the fi rst year and 20% in the econd year o The 

star t i ng poin t of the company was an offer of 1 5% i n the first year 

and 1 5% i n the second year . We know that tradi tionally , i n the 

negotiati ng process , the tug- of- war i s for t he empl oyer s i de to try 

and ease down the demands of the worker ide , and for t he worker ' 

s ide to try and ease up the offer of the employerso .And usa ally 9 all 

things being equal, t hey end up omewhere i n the middle with each 

si de maki ng som concession~ In the Jamintel context Government 
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pol icy specifically allows wage negotiation s to be settled on the 

b sis of .ability to payo J mintel , a f t er all, is not a government 
out of 

department which i s supported/»~ t he :Budge t and it is maki ng a de cent 

profi t , so there was no questi on about i t s abi li ty to payo If the 

negoti ations between the company and the wor kers ' un i on were allowed 

t o run t heir course i t is fai r to assume that there would ha~e been 

a set t lelil. en t somewhere midway between the c ompany ' s offer and t he 

un i on ' s dernando :But at thi s point .the Mi ni s ter stepped i n and changed 

the company ' s offer of 15% and 15% t o 15% and 13% on t he guound.s of 

abi li ty to payo An d of course the whol e thi ng broke down o It seems to 

me that the very first lesson to be learn t i s the danger of MinisteBs 

steppi ng i n midway through a negoti a t i on J o al t er the barga i n i ng 
• the gover nmen t i s 

ter ms of even/±~~ own servants o You either lay down your conditions 
be f ore th ar t of n . ne ~ · ati · 11 ther w 

in advance or else you hold your peac e r evise 
'\ 'l 

own ser vants i n mi dstream is to un dermi ne their ~ Jlll{ authority as we l l 

as to court t he kind of troubl e we saw in the J ami ntel case wi th its 

char ges of i bad faith ' and hostili ty to labour . Good f ai th and 

consistepcy i s no t a one- way s treet and i s not conditi on a l on how 

much power or ' mu c l e ' either side may have ., I think t hose who s ee 
any 

on l y the f aults an df shor t comi ngs on t he worker s s e of/.t,!g:R equati on 

had better face t his one t oo , otherwise the in dus tr i al peace and 

co7 operati on they say they wan t will keep on eludi ng uso Call s fo r 
and sacrifice 

patr i ot~sm/ by t he workers ring hollow when they eum e from those who 

onl y se ek to benefi t f r om such one- s i ded sacr ifi c e , arld who have 

themse l ves been branded as ' greedy and graspi n ~ ' rip- off ar ~ists of 

t he ~amai can economy and the J ama~ ffort a t recovery o Our burdens , 

as Mr . Shearer said , mu s t be sharetl l by all , not only by t~e, worki ng 

Cl Ss And f · · d t · 1 is a cri t i ca es o orgeing i n u s r i a peace and co- opera t i on , ~ :goxixl 

element in that "'har i ng o You won r t t t 
d t ge ha t by knocki ng t he workerd 

an heir un i on s o Goodnight 0 ' 



NEWS COMMEN' Y 

1) See i ng Our Problems in Context 
2 ) Developnents on the African Scene 
3) The UoSo & the Midd e East 

For broadcast on Friday 
August 6 , 1982 , 6ol0pom 

Good eveni g: Our first week i nto J amaica ' s twenty-first NMN± year 

of po l' tical i ndependence h ad not been a time of j oy fo r very many 

and very i portant s e gmen ts of the J amaican ociety. Our business 
Our farmi ng commun ity i s not happy o 

community i s not happy o/There is an a· r of em battlement about our 

trade union movement o The general citizenry i s fed-up and N±Eix:im.g 

disgruntl ed over high prices and low quality serv ·c e i n almost every 

area of life 0 Water and public t ransport are endless worries for 

most J 2rr;aicanso Only Re.ggae Sun spl ash , over i n Mon tego Bay , offers 

a few days of j oy , as well as the earning of much ne ede d foreign 

exchange o Bu t l et us not repeat the destructive negativism of the 

1 970 s by maki ng i t seem that we ar e s i ggih.ai.n.r, that i t i s on l y in 

Jamaic a that thin s are not go in g as we want , only i n J ma ica that 

there is no joyo We are pa.rt of a who le wor l d in worries , and most 

of the other worries are much worse t han our own o While we celebrate d 

~our twenti eth anniversary of i ndepenaan c e t he pe ople of Kenya were 

c augh t up i n a v i olent coup a ttei pt to overthrow the Kenyan Govern­

men to Befor e that attem t was contai ned over one hundred peopl e 

re portedly died and there was much damage and l ooti ng , especially of 

p operty of t h e mi n ority A i an cornmuni ty o Some 3 , 000 peopl e , inc l udi n 1 

a!'mos t the enti re . {enyan airforce , J!:}:e:x;siouur.ianjiaa umbe r of un i versi ty ., 

students , have been a~rested and the university has been c l osed downo 

If Kenya .' s President oi and his Cabi net rea ly r egard t his attempt 

as no more than "a serious form of ho ol i ganism by mi s gui ded yofi t h" 

then this could be only ~he first of many a.ttempts , one of which , 

so oner or 1 ter 9 w· 11 suc ceed o When di content run s deep enough 
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suppressed then , 
and when a ll f orms of expressi ng i t a r e/~M:txdNNNXE~x f NXZRx ».era+ 

s ooner or later , attempts will be made to achieve change by v i ol en c e o 
dea 

So I h ope Ken y a ' s leaders will l ook beyond ' hoolig n i sm ' and/zRRXZ~ 

with some of the very acu t e po l iti cal and so c ial and e c onomic probl em1 

whi ch bese t that be utiful c oun tryo There is pover ty 9nd unempl oymen t 
~-- r J<~ ~\Ji 

There i s suppr e s s i on of fre e spee ch ( the i r fines t poe i , Jo s epn 

Kariuki 9 has been har ass ed and i mpri s9n e d for writi ng and peaki ng 

the t r uth ) and there is an extraor dinary eli t i sm which mor e than 

matches he e r lier r a cism of the white se t tler da y s o These are some 

o f the c auses behi nd that• t t empted c ou p which happened on the eve 

of our I ndepende c e D Yo And Kenya , l es t e f orget , i s America ' s 
i s 

closes t al l y in tha t par t of the world and/the b i ggest r eceiver of 
f ri en dshi p Ov1id \t• 

UoS . a.ssi tance the r e o So u . s . /aid l i tse l f does not gu arantee stabi li t 
-H 

Tanzan i a , much p oorer and s t arv ed f or a i d , i s a l so more stabl e o We 

c an l ook on t hese things and c ount our blessin gs o And we can a l o be 

relieved t hat with all our troubles we are not in the desperate 

poli ti c al situation n ow fac ed by the g overnmen t of Zi mb a bwe where t he 

ec onomy and t he tourist trade are being undermin ed by enemies bo t h 

within and without i n an a ttempt to f or ce t he gov er nmen t ei ther to 

change directi on or to lose power o There was a time , i n our po itica 

innocen ce, when we t hou ght this sort of thing di d not happen i n real 
~ 

life . We have learned better since and we \ n ~~ 0~he j ease of be i ng ou t 
that kind ~~ ~ · "-

of the dire c t h e a t of/Ea:i:ti:E o~ battlf And the r i gh t to choose an d 

to change and to change again , sti l l re ide s in t he hands of the 

J amaic an peopl e - which i wha t makes us so much more fortunate than 

most , despi te a ll ou r worr i es Q Our b i g probl em , into our twenty- f ir s 

year , is the i mpul se am ong so many of us sti l ~ to beli eve that some 

b i g somebody from overseas v i ll solve our pro bl ems f or uso Well , i t 

don i t go so o Look a t Lebanon , l ~ ~ ~~ :g;J.L ~ lvador , l ook at Kenya , 
lo k anywhere and only t hose whcr~ ~ oe lves , surv i ve and are 
lie pe d by God O Go O dn i gh t O 1\J.(... ..... -.-s ... yt--

~~---



NEWS COMM NTARY 

I e pen den ce , 1982: 
a Look Bac k at 1 962 

For bro a dc a st on Fri day 
u ly 30 ~ 1982 , 6 o1 Bp om 

Good ev enin g : This evening mar ks t h e s t ar t o f t he ong Indepen den c \ 

wee k end in celebra tion of t he 20 th anniversar y o f t h e a i tm en t of 

amaic an po l.i t i c al in de penden c e from Grea t Br · tai n: and twenty year~ 

i s a ne a t and t i dy time pac k a ge agai nst whi ch to me asure movem en t 

and c hange ; i t p r o~ i de s a l on ger a n d , perha p s , t r uer p erspe c tive 
i po s sibl e with 

again t whi ch t o measure such movement and change than/ NN«:S t h e 

y e ar- by- y e a r obs e~vation s - of I nde pen den ceo So wh t wa s i t l i k e 

twenty ye ars ago? Bow doe~ it comp are with toda y? You c an , if y ou 

lik e shocks and surpri s es , s t art with such simple stati s tic as 
mal e worker s 

t at WRRk.iJ wages f or un ski l led/.tllIE~«xRx:s v ar i ed between a li ttle 

over ·2 a week to a little ove r £3 a week . In t o day ' s mon e y that 

would b e b etwe en $6 a we ek a n d $9 a week o For women it was even 

le s s: 30/- t o 40/ - which was be t ween $4 and $6 a week by to day ' s 

mon ey o Bu t , and _i t i s a v ery i mpor t an t bu t , y ou could buy a gr eat 

deal more wi t h your mon ey t h en than you c an t odayo The c h eaper me at 

cu t s , for i nstan c e , cou l d be had fo r 9 d to l/6d a pound , which woul d 

be betwe en l Oc and 15c i n t o da y ' s mon ey , and t h e be t t er cu t s wou l d 
I" 

s ell f or lbh e e qui valent of be twe·en 2 5c and 50 c a poun d o Sp the cler: 
or 

/typis t e arn · ng betwe en £7 and '9 a week , or t h e o t her arti san s ear n-

i ng between £3 and £7 a week cou l d bu y more for ~heir money t han c ru 

t h e wo r ker s to day ear n i ng betwe en $ 50 and $100 and $200 a we e k o But 

t his ~s n ot on ya J maic an phenomen on: t hi s de bas ement of t_e v a l ue 

o f mon e y wi th i ts con sequen t i nfla tion of price s whi ch re duce s the 

~evel and qual i ty o f liv i ng , espe c i a lly f or t h e l ower paid w~ rs , 

ls worl dwide , h i t t ing t he workers of t he developed countrifsrs badl 
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as tho se of the t hird World. The great di ffm ren ce i s that most 

developed countri es have so cial secu ity cushions to ease the blow a 

little for 'the hardes t hi t of the i r poor; we of the Third orld have 

as yet dev~lope d no such cushioningo So our poor are in deed the Wretch­

ed of t he Earth of whom Franz Fan on wrote o For then t he past twenty 

years have brought li.ttle economic i mprovemento But i t is not all 

gloom& Twenty years ago you did not hear t he poor compla ining and 

protestin g and asser t in g themselves as todayo There was no black pride 

no self-asser tion of the young , no bl ack faces in fron '1:>~ ff1 ce s and 
. ev-J. ~~ ~ ~ ~ C>~ 4 ~~ ; 

bank.s , let alone i n Eoardrooms; ( t here were no call-in radio programmes 

where people could speak and , a t times, over- speak t heir min ds and 

so abu s e this wonderfu l new access to their fe llow men by way of a 

more open medi ao And t wen ty years ago t he trade un i on s spent as much 

time undercut tin g ea ch other a s they did gaining benefits for the ir 

member so So one of the grea t and glorious change s i n J amaica betwe en 

196 2 and 1982 i t he new cooperation and spi ri t of unity withi n t h e 

trade union mover.en to Eu t for that , the enemi es of trade unionisn 

would have gain e d a deal mor e ground t han t hey have by now , for the 

un ion movement is emb ttled to day and only its unity can prevent its 
emas cul a tion and 

/ dismembermen to The political movem en t has n ot fared as well the s e 

pas~ twenty yearso In 1962 Al exander Bust n t e and Norman Man ley still 

dominated ~t he politic a l s cen e an d i mpo s ed on the political parties 

t heir o~ se of the limi ts beyond which the democ,ra.tic pr oc e ss 

should not be pushed without risk to its survival. So the r ivalry and 

the tribali sm were kept within boun ds and there was no use of t h e 

politica l gun or the i ncendi ary torch as an ad ·uct of partisan 
~~ t 

a.ctivi tyo They are gone now and t he[ hundred s who di ed i n the glo odie s . 

an d ugli e s t e l ec t i on c ampai gn J amaic a has ever kn own j i ~ a 

vio l a tlon of all they stood for , and is an ugly blot of 
t hese past twenty years . We must never forget thato 



1) Lebanon: New PLO Initiative 
~:) :Z:i.m1H1iJwo, ffin I t1 iam &. 3'€. 1.211, th a tto& 

NEWW COMMENTARY 
For br oadcast on Mon day_ 
~uly 26 9 1982 , 6o l0p om 

Go od evening : Yester day , Mro Yasser Arafat , the Chairman of the 

embat t l ed Pal esti ne Li beration Organ i sation me j; i n West Beirut with 

a group of .Ameri can Congre s smen an set off a political t i me- bomb 
• 

whose shocks and consequenc es a.re stil l to be heard and fe l t o Mr o 
'1 

Arafat ' s sho cker was a simpl e s i gn ee. s tatement saying that he acc epte( 

all the Un i ted Nati on s reso l ution s relevant to the Palestin e 

questi on o Now , the Un i ted Nati ons , at the leve l of the Secur i ty 

Council as we l l as x.t i n the Gen eral Assembly , ha s pas s ed a number 

of resol ution s on t he Palesti ne questi on over the years o These 

reso l utions . have , at vari ous times , affirmed and reaffirmed the 

r i ght of I srae l t .o exis t withi n se cure and recogn ise d borders , as 

wel l as the right of the Palestinian pe ople to self-det ermi nation 

within a s ta te of t heir own o 
.. 

Because r esolution 242 an d 338 dealt 

specificall y wi th the question of I sr ael' s right to exis t succ eeding 

United St ate s governmants have sai d that they would not recogn i se 

Mr o Arafa t&s PLO or ha~e any direct dealings wi th i t , until i t 

a ccepte d the se r e i.olu tions o The Israeli s , for their par t 1 have poi ntt 

to the stated PLO ob j ec tive of t he des t ructi on of t he Jewish state , 

and the PLO refusal t o recogn i se the existen c e of that state , as 

justifice.t ion for a.11 the i r vari ou acti on~ provoked or unprovoked , 

again s t the PLO over the year o And n ow 9 ye terday ' s s i mpl e ta t e­

ment by Araf at of PLO acceptance of all UoN. re s ol utions has t hrown 

both UoSo and I sraeli po l i c i es i nto a kind of confused di sarray 0 

Predictably , t he Israe i s have hotl y denounced Arafat ' s statement 

as shameless propaganda9 
The Whi t e House 9 for its part , has advi sed 
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' extreme c auti on ' i n asse s s i ng the meaning of this deve l opment 9 and 

said tha t it could not confirm that Mr o Arafat had signed the do cumen¼ 

despite the fact t hat a n umber of U. S . Congressmen wi tnes s e d ito I 

rather suspect t hat without those .Americ an Con gressional witnesses 

much graver doubt woul~ have been c ast on the authentici ty of the 

Ara.fat statemento As it is , statemen t s by l e s ser PLO spokesmen i n 
t o 

other parts of the world are being u s e d to question · and/ rai se doubts 
'V\e.lUv ,J 

as to what Arafat meant. Clearly:i netlb.e:tr the Un i te a.,. States nor the 

I sraeli s were pr epar·ecl for or expected anything lik e thi s sho cker o 

And m~ke no mistake about it , it is a political shock er. It changes 

thw who l e compleiion of iddle Eas t ern poli tme s by at on c e wi pi ng out 

the moral and poli t ic a l just.i fica.t ion on which bo th Israeli and 
• ' 

American policies to the Pales tin i ans were basedo Twi st and turn any 

way you l i ke : to recogn i se and a ccept all the UoN. resolution s i s to 

a ccept I srael' s right to live within secure and recognised border o 

L 

But i t also i m~li es U. S. and I srae l i ac ceptance of all those self­

same reso l uti ons and thi s , i n turn , mean s acce ptanc e by t he U. S o and 

by I srae l of t he right of the P l estinian peopl e to s elf-determin a tior 

a.ndf a stat e of their own; and tha t is where the rub i so Se l f - deter­

mination means people decidin g for themselves t he for m of government 

they want and t~~ people and partie s they want t o lead them o It is 
I 

not elf-determination when s ome outside power de ci de s what par ties 

or .persons can or cannot run for offic e and what form of government 

is acceptableo The I s r .aelis a~e afrai d of 8-Pales tipi all state underfa 
~ ~ ~ {t:.~ ,\, ~ ~ <"~~~ ~~ ' 

PLO governmen ~ o LThe ta.l'k about terror i sm they no w u _se agai ns t the P:BO 

i s the elf- sam.e tal k that was us e d a.ga:Lnst t h err~ w~ : ~ str uggle d 

for t heir s tateo And the UoS. is trappe d i n its 6tn ~ erms f or deali ng 

with the PLO o Ho\ Israel nd how the UoS o respond to .Ar afat ' s dr ama.ti < 

new iniat~ve , after the s cr eaming and shouti ng , will be a poin ter to 

the longterm fu~ure in the Middle Ea st and to the question of war 
or peace , security or continued c onflict be tween J evv and Arab

0 
Goodigl 



1 ) Line-of- Credit Interest Rates 
2) Di vestment Policy Probl ems 
3 ) Pol iti cs 9 Producti on, Progress 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For br oadcast on Fr i day 
Jul y 23 , 1982 , 6o l0p om 

Goo d even i ng : Mr . Aar on Ma t a l on of the I CD ·Group of Compan i es 

has a mos t r evea ling l et t er on page t wo of t odayts Dai l y News setti ng 

ou t · the de tails of what i t cos ts a -Jamaican compan y to t ake up on e 

of the many Li nes- of~Cr edit now sai d t o be avai lbal e to J amai can 

manufa,ctur er s o From the specific case men t ion ed by Mr o Ma t alon i t 

come s ou t tha t ' t he average J amaican bu s ine s wn an will end up payi ng 

betwe en 40% and ' 59% i nter e s t per ann um on hi s Lin e-o f - Cr edi t o And 

i f any l ocal manufa c turer has to ·pay be tween 40% and 59% i nterest 

on the cost of the r aw materi a l s he i mpor ts , what hope in hell has 

he of being abl e to c ompe t e with low- c ost foreign pr oducers f r om 

metropoli tan countri e s? I ' t hi nk we ne e d to t ry t o under s tand this 

on e if we are to make any sort of sense of some of til..,c"e angry bawli ng 

from our local manufacturers and merchants o They do s eem to be • 

operati ng under handicaps which effecti ve l y demand t hat they compete 

with one arm tie d behin d t heir ba cks o I n the jungl e of t he f re e markef 

system t his i s a sur e prescri ption fo r di saster , and it explains 9 i n 

par t at le ast , the phenomenon of t he 33 or i s i t 38 •non-oper a tin g ' 

fq ~tori e s over which there is presen t ly a• running argument between 

the Mi ni st:ey of I ndus try and Commerce and t he Presiden t of the · 

J amai c a Manufacturers Associa tiono What is fo r sure i s that these 

staggeri ng i nteres t rates o:rli' Lines-o f - Cre e.i t are mass i ve roadblocks 

in the path of the l oc al pri va t e sector , whi ch this governmen t ha 

designated the pr i ncipal engi ne of progress 0 If the government ·does 
n ot t ackle these roadbl ock 9 then no amount of ec turi ng will ge t 
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producti on go i ng , or stop the i l licit importing of f i nished goods 9 

~ 
or stop the heavy and f lourishing trading i n black market UoS . dollan 

Survival and profitability are the names of the game under the free 

market system , and it is cheaper and mor e profttable to buy black 
UoS o 

marke t /do l lar s even at the r a te of t hree - for- one than it is to 

pay between 40% and 59% per annum i n interest on a Line-of- Credito 

Thi s is a har d one that is not goi ng to be just tal ked . away with 

i nvocati ons to de cency and pat r io t i sm and commi tment , all virtues 

whi ch were s coffed a t and made dubious in another day and another 

time " So how do we deal with thi s ? And how do we deal wi t h last 
' . 

Sunday ' s statemen t by t he Leader of the Opposition at the PNP 

Women '' s conference t hat 9 and n ow I quote : " They can di vest all t hey 

wan ta When the PNP c omes to power , we wi l l take it ba ck a 11 ? On page 
-. 

ten of t oday ' s Daily Neww there is a signed repor t that the ~ig 
·. 

much di s cu s s e d Southern Processors pl ant in Bull Savannah i s to 
'1 " I • 4 

be re-opened within t wo weeks, bu t under pr i vat e ownershi p " I f this 
; 

r eport is corr ec t then t he gov ernmen t must have complete e. i ts 
. ' 

di vestm ento But i s the government really selling R public venture 
' . 

worth some $?-million for a paltry $lo 5- milli on ? And , a s the s i gned 
' ' 

repor t asks : who i s the l ucky person to get such a gift? And what 
... . . . 

h ppens t o t hat l ucky pers on when the PNP returns to 
. di VI'; s te 9- , 

happens with all the other/properti es · and ventures? 
, best . 

not i n Jamaica ' s/long- term interest f or onP party t o 

power? Wha t 

I t is obviously 

put i mportant 

wegmen t s of the economy under publ ic ownershi p , and for t he other 

party to undo this when t hey gai n power o It is economically debi lit­

ating and destruc t i ve and is boun d to end up mashi ng up parliamentary 

democracy itself unles s the p· ties can agree on some sort of 

na t ional compa ct on what is to be publi cl y-owned and howo In thi s 

way parti san politi c s could be made .l ess of aivi ob ' t a.c l e to s tea.dy 9 

l ong- term progress and produc t i vity than is no the case " Goodnight" 



1) Lebanon : Wi l l Kissinger Ride Agai n ? 
2 ) We sterb Fall Out over Soviet Gas Pi peline 
3) 11 CBI Day" i n Washi ng ton 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For br oaecas t on Mon day 
July 19 , 1982 , 6 . l Op . m 

Goo d even ing : Three to picS domin a te t he news righ t now, an d may i nde ~ 

do so fo r t he r est of t his week : f i r~t , t here are t he l a te s t twi s t s 

and t ur n s comi ng out of t he continui ng Labnn ese crisis and t he 

I s r aeli s e i ge of We s t :Beirut; then t her e is to day ' s meeti ng i n 

:Bru s sels of t he Foreign Mi ni s ters of t he Euro pe an Community to di s cusi 

and , perhap s , decide on retalia tory a cti on against the United States 

for its ban on t he s ale of a l l Amer ican and Am eri c an- f i nan ce d and 

con trolled equip~mmn to t he Soviet Union fo r its proje c ted 3 , 500-

mile gas pi peline from Si beria to We s t ern Eu~J e ; and t hen , on 

We dnesday , t her e i s the pl ann ed all- day lobby i n Washin g ton by 

J amaican and o t her We-s t Indian delaga t i on s f or t he pas s age by t he 

Ameri c an Congress of Mr . Reagan ' s Caribbe an :Bas i n Ini tia t i ve d Thi s 

lobbyi ng effor t will be coordinated and manage d by the Un ited States 

:Bu siness Cammi t te e on Jamai ca i n conj unn t ion wi t h Caribbean/ Centra l 

Ameri c an Action;.l And t h e aim i s to. persuade members of the U. So 

Congress to gm¥e approval to the Re agan I niti ati ve with a s f ew changes 

as possi ble. Late st' r epor ts in dicate that the I nitiati ve will gai n 

Congr ession a~approval ; but there may be some s t i cki ng poi nts over 

i ssues s een by di f fer ent Am er ic an i nter~ t gr oups as a~fec t i ng e i _ther 

the ir own tradi ng interests or t he jobs of Americ an workers o And it 

i s on these t hat the l obby hopes 1 a ssur e t he Americ am Congre ssmen-

and women o As a ki nd of backup to t hi s the leaders of our major t r ade 

un i ons will have the i r own lo bbyi _ng de l egation i n Washi ngton on Fri day 

to t ry and win over t he American l abour l eaders of t he AFL- CIO whose 
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members are under very great pr essure right now :/unempl oyrr ent i s 

higher than it has been since the Great Depression ; social security 

benefits have been severely restricted and American labour i s in no 

moo d to accommodate the Reagan Administration on anythi ngo Our 

union eaders are likely to hear much stronger language against the 
from America' s labour leaders 

Reagan Administration/than the words of Mr " l3e l a.fonte , which touched 

so :i!rian y ·r aw expose d nerves here a How they handle this couilid be 
t he 

i mpor tan t ; but things are not go i ng to be easyo And/latest zig§s and 

zaggs on the ai ddle East i s evidence t ha t things are not any easi er 

thereo The mere talk - current over this weekend - of bring Dr o Henry 

Kissi nger . back to take over the negoti ation s in Le banon is evidence 

of some desperati on·o The Reagan peopl e , and their powerful r i ghtwi ng 

power base , have little time for Kiss i nger and havin g to turn to h i m 

i s an act of ·desperati on " So , whether Ki ssinger ri des again or not , 

the Middl e East equati on continues to undergo change " · ':rhe Israeli s 

woul d , I think , like to see Ki ss i nger back be cause they kn ow where 

t hey are with him and they are reas onably sure of what ends he would 

serve "· nu ~ if Kissinger returns then t he newly installed Fore i gn 
might 

Secretary George Schulz/Wll§:lld,a end up emasculated even before he has 

proper l y started the job" So even this could contribute further to a 

foreign po•licy already i n di sarray" And nowhere i s that disarray 

more starkly evident than in the fact that Americ a ' s European alli es 

are thinkin g and talki ng of economic relati ationo The Soviet gas 

pi pe lin e would , when complmmad i n 1984 , suppl y Western Europe with 

less than 10% of i ts t otal energy ne e ds so the Americ an fear of 
fl; 

Europe becomi ng dependent on the Sovi ets is a bit unreal; it will eas1 
) 

dependen c e on Arab oi l , though; and the contracts entered in to will 

ere . te thous nds of jobs and spur new producti on in Western Europe 0 

All thi s the Reagan ban would obstruc t" And the Europe ns not 
bitterl y that Reagan I s Ame:i c a.,1 does rr~9 '[;~ t r~c!e~ .~ th t~e Sovi~ts 
than anyone else through/4 its grain ~ ~ a ~~~ oo dntgn to 



NEWS CO~MENT.Pu~Y 

Crisis Management & the 
Politics of Co~ nsus 

For broadcast on Fr i day 
July 16 1 1~82 , 6 ol0p om 

Good evening : The question is : Can t he Jamaica Public Service 

Company mai ntai n its pres snt leve l of e l ectricity supply to the 

Jama~ c an c ommun i ty , unsatisfa c tory as it may be , without i ts present 

management team? Or can we replace that management team qui ckly 
fur ther 

and with out s evere/dislocati on to the servi c e ? If the answer is : 

Yes , we can , then we can safely i gnore the distress of the Jamaica 

Public Servic e Company Managers Asso ciati on over what they describe 

as sweepi n_g statements by the Mi nister of Public Uti l ities "which 

have had the effe c t of causing great disquie t ude and a lower i ng of 

morale among managers in J . PoSo 11 o I f , on t he other hand , we do need 

the services of these peopl e , and if we cannot replace them qui ckly 
cay:si n ~ 

and quietly and wi thout disl ocati on to the servi ce an lff/ f urther 

distress and di scomfort to the consum i ng pu bli p , then the sooner we 

stop c asti ng stones at , them t he be t ter o You do not , in thi s day and 

age , get the best performance out of peopl e with dark warn i n gs of 

shake- ups and dismi sals a Simil~ lY, , empty calls for divestment of 
. 4t.c:, \- ~ ... C\.{ . ) 

the Public Service Company are more l i k ely to undermine rath er than 

bui l d up worker morale 9 RS~M«±Mi~x An d since there are no t akers i n 

? sight , what is the point of such c alls o Where are the group or groups 

with the k i nd of money and exper tise needed to t ake over such a 

major undertaki ng? In the first six months of thi s year no less than 

twen Ey- one American banks reportedly ·colla~ ed o Ther e i s no ea s y 

r i sk money to be had for such diffi cult undertaki ngs unle s s h i gh 

returns - at least higher than present risk- free i nterest rates -

can be g s sure d and gaaranteed and underwritten o And what guarantee 
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does the Jamaican consumer have t ha t a diveste d JPS would provide 

a better servic e at an almost certain hi gher cost? If the i nten tion 

is to frighten J·ps workers into better performan ce then I suggest , 

respectfully , that fear , uncertainty and low morale are jus t about 

the worst pos s i ble i ncentives to improved perfo rmanceo The days when 

people were dr i ven by fe ar are long gon e, and may they never comE 

ba cko We n ee d , I think , to foster other attitudes and offer other 

incentives to achieve better productivi ty and better performance at 

the workplace, and I hope the government Task Force on Work Attttudes 

will take a cold and searching look at some of the now almost built­

in disincentives to wmxk truly he althy work a tti tudeso One of the s e , 

perhaps one of the worst ~ is politic al intereEEBDe e where the getting 

or not getti n~ of a j~9- is related to party affiliation and s ervice s 
nv \a~':'-'\ ~ 

alrea dy rendered/, so that the receiver of the job sees the job[ as 

payment for somt t hing already don e , and so there is no need to per­

form mor e than minimall yo To be sure this i s only so for commi tted 

party activists who are an admitted mi nority; but the rest of the 

work force can see t his and s eeing it they do not see why they should 

do any be tter . Then there i s the mlec t ed politician who fancies 

himself a s his own chief executive officer and who mistakes h i s up­

setting of things an d people for strong and for eeful leadershi p o 

Shaki ng up things can be VeFY negative and counter- productive , a s we 

h ave seen again and again o The cripple d JBC i s one enduring monument 

t o t he po l itical cult of t h e shake-up o The truth is that politicians 
v--.« 

not recognising the limits of their power , and ~operati ng withi n those 

l i mits , is one of the greatest ob s t acles to our coming truly to gri ps 

with our present cri sis o They cannot do the job alone ; and they cann ~ 

curse and bully and threaten an d fri ghten the workforce and the rest 

of t h e s o?iety into co-operati ng. You do not command co- operati on; 
you e~rn it; an d tha t requires though tful and s en s itive leadershi p . 
Tha t i s our most pres s ing challen e righ t rjowo Goo n i ght

0 



The Seige of Beirut: I s t here a 
U. So - I sraeli Fall Out? 

NEWS COlVllVlENTARY 
For broa dcast on Monday 
July 12 , 1~82, 6ol0p . m 

a~~~ 
, or some of us , b,,.{' ' 

Goo d evening : While we/have been preo ccupied wi th t he stormy e!!li!i. 

l:lcilihi, sc ald~ ca t r eac t ion to t hat speech by Mr o Harry Bela fon t e, 

an d others having been working themselves up over the stri pping arld 

examining of container s in sear ch of i llegal imports , an inter est­

i ng an d potentially i mport(ln t geo poli tica l t wis t appears to have 
' 1.--tt..JL- ~-- -

developed ov er the se ige of Beirut Ac cor din g to this morning ' s 

Americ an Na tion al Public Ra dio pro gr amme ' Th ornin g Edi tion ', t here 

i s spe culation that Preimdent Reagan has sent a warning to I sr aeli 

Prime Mini s t er Begin f or I sr ael to s top obstructing or fru s tratin g 
~~ 

U. S. poli cy Lin t he Middle Ea st; i f he , Begi n, does not heed t he 

warning t he U.S . may en ter into di rect negoti a tions with t he Pal esti nE 

Li bera tion Organ i s'"'tio1;J._whi ch would in effect amount to U. S. 

recognition of the PLO , l which would in turn change t h e whol e poli tiva J 

climate i n ~he Mi ddle Eas to Predictably , when journ ali s t s with t he 

Americ an Pr esi den t on hi s tri p fr om hi s Cal i fornia home back to 

Wa shing ton 9 tried to confirm t he s e re por t s, they got nowhereo Neithe1 

t he Presiden t n6Jb any of hi s spokesmen wer e prepared t o comrnen t o 

But there is one interesting pointer an d i t can be put as a que s tion: 

WIiy i s Wws t Beiru t s till beseiged? Why have t he I sr aelis not over­

run Wewt Bemru t an d s o corrpl ete their self- appoin t e d job of liquid­

a t in g t he PLO? Con s i dering t he speed of t heir bli tz-like i nvasi on 
death and 

an d over-running of Sou ther n Leban on , and t he/devasta t i on t hey le f -t 

in the i r wa e 11 why have they stoppe d short on t he e dge of West 

Be i r ut with total vic t ory withi n their gr asp? It is wh en we l ook f or 
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answers t o this questi on that this morning ' s re por t out of Washi ngton 

,~owever SJ)e culati ve , t akes on gr ave i rnpor tan ceo The r ecord showw that 

t he I s r aeii Gover nment under Mr l Begin has not yi elded to publi c 

opin i on or publi c pres sure ; i t has ignored UoN. condemnation of its 

a c tion , and it has even i gnored UoN. Se curity Coun cil c l l s o So it 

i s r easonable to assume that it was not the appea l by t he Pope or 

the s trong worldwide criticrsm whi ch stayed the f i nal a ssault on the 

PLO stronghold in West Bei ru t., To be sure , 
,s. 

there ~ the ri sk of 

taki ng v ery heavy I srael i casualties in · any stree t - by~street hand- to­

hand f1ghtin g ; bu t tha t cou d be largely neu tralised by heavy 

pr ec i s ion bombi g from the ai r to I amm:t:(5:e:a-up ' t he t arget first o So 

that was no real obstacleo The on l y real obstacle had t o be a threat 

that was so clear and so compelli ng and · so de epl y disturbi ng i n its 

likely c on sequen ce s , the y they had no al tern a ti ve bu t to s t op and 
l i kely 

e}iami ne i t and its/consequen ces very serious l y ., Well , for over a we ek 

the Isr aelis have no t pulverise d or over-run West Beir ut ; the Israeli 

Cabi net has met and met ag a i n and each time it has extended t he dead­

l i ne for the evacuati on of t he PLO. Wa s r. Hai g ' s resignation a 

factor? It i s now gener e,l l y assumed that hi s nod wa s the go-head fo r 

Israeli invas ion and this may have been a key f actor i n his going. 

If thi s i s correct an d t he Reagan people are now no t prepar ea to 

c on tinue t o underwrite Isra.eli ac t i on with a political bl ank cheque , 

then what happens next? The Americans cl ear l y have to try and recove 
some 
fo O groun d among t he so-called mo derate Arab leaders i n t he region ; 

con tinue to 
i f they don 't Soviet i nfluenc e will/ grow and wi t h it .Arab r adicali srr 

A se t tlemen t with t he Pal estinian s t herefore be comes as i mportant to 

American i ntere s ts a s is the fr i • Ddsh i p with Israelo An d for t he 

first t i me i n i t s shor t his t ory I sr ael may ~e ~a c ed with the gri m 
prospec t of either listening to its one true friend and promector i n 
t he world or of going it alone in a hostile worl d 0 Goo dn i ght 0 



1) The Belafonte ' Stor m-in-a-Teacu~ ' oWh~? 
2) Unemployment and Numbers "'t' ~c-,::re>- ~c..rt<_ .. 
~) lra-b0P;aatieEal T::Tpdu be 

NEWS COIVIlVIEN TARY 
For bro adtast on. Friday 
July 9 , 1982 , 6ol0p . m 

Good evening : The extraordinary and rather · waspish uproar provoked 

by Mr s Harry Belafonte·• s speech at this year • s Norman Manley Found­

ati on Awards ceremony , and the announcement of the government 's 

$30- million budget for this year ' s r ural road improvemen t programme , 

deserve a l ittle clo s er examination than t hey s eem to have been 

given u p to nowo In the das e of the reacti on to t he Belafonte speech 

I think the comment: "The , screams are the s ame , only the faces are 

differen t," sum s it up be st o This is not the first time that a govt< 
of 

/ Jamaica has been described as t he ' pawn ' of this or that power or 

government or groupi ngo The government before this· one was denouncec 

variousl y as the ' pawn ' of Cuba , of t h e Soviet Union 9 of internation­

al communism; indeed, s ome of t he people wh o now form the governmen1 

of J amai ca were party t o s·ome of these charges and ·a ccus sati on s , 
compara tive 

which were not always made with the/good gxa«a manners displayed by 

N.r . Belafon te thi s we ek . So why all the fu s s? He s aid nothing that 

h ad not been said beforeo An d he cer tai nly was not the first to makE 

thmt kind of suggestiono I remember the first 
newly- elected 

report llt.KW 
time I hearlrl the/w~xl 

out ' of Washington when our/Prime Minister was de s cribed as "Our man 
in many of us 

It started a slow quiet burn/but no public in the Caribbean" . 
And 

uproar . /~eo ple were reli eved when J amaica ' s Pr i me Min is ter declared 

flatly that he was nobody ' s ma.n o Bu t that was a suggestion , from 

the very corridors of Americ an power , of the pawn o Is it all right 

~ ighly- pl ace d Ameri cans in Washington make t he suggestion in an 

approvin g ma'.rmer ; bu t all wrong when Mro Be l afonte makes it in a 
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disapprov ing manner? So precisely why are s ome of u s so very angry 

wi t h Mro Belafonte , even t o the poi nt of being nasty and waspi sh 

about. -h i s personal char acter and his career? I don ' t think there i s 

anything wrong wi th at t acking a man's ideas when you di sapprove of 

them: t ha t is the common i nte l le c tual cur ren cy i n demo cracies e Be i ng 

personal and vituper a tive is no to And I was glad that Prime Mi n i ster 

Seaga r efu sed to be drawn i n to t his rather ugl y stor m~in- a- teacup 

whi ch showed up ~ more ugly things about· s ome of us an·d some of 

our a tti t u de s than abou t Mr o· Bela~nrtme : 1rue freedom of expressi on , 

t rue freedom of -speech i s n ot , and i s not to be , ·r es erved only . for 

wha t you and I approve . of and with us reserving the right to say when 

and where tt,t Z be exerci s e d and how o That i s ,.;ffie begiimiBg oi; 

ihtoleran ca andLsi pression. Now , the more economic all y important 

matter o·f s ome 70 , 000 fo l k mainly i n rural Jamai ca , be i ng able to 

get jobs during what r emains of this year under the gov ernment's 

rur al road i mprovemen t programme o I f the programme ·goes as outli ned 

then it should be more than ' the usual make-work pol itical hand- out 

business o The i ntention is to perman ently upgra de t he quality of our 

rural and espe cial ly agricul tural roadways if that i s ful fi lled all 

Jamaic a should see lasti ng benefftn If it is not , then t he same work 

will have to be done again next year and the year after and the year 

after , as •i t has been i n the past ; and which is a mass i ve was t e of 

the l i mited r esources of t his nati on . on·e of t he worryi ng thi ngs i s 

tha t $JO- mi lli on to pay some 70 1 000 worker s works out at!~n average 

of $428 057 per wor ker per year , or $8~24 per we ek o 
. 

You ·can , of 

c oursei j uggle the numbers and t he work around , s o that a worker gets 

a l arger lump sum fo r a short c onc en t ra te d wo r k peri od ; bu t t hat will 

n o t change the general average , whi ch is very smal l indde d 0 If t hat 

sum is for the remain i ng s ix months of t his year only it improves 
things a little: but the problem of good work for poor pay sttt-¼ema:.i 



L) Showdown eek for Beirut 
2) i d-Eas t Geop olitical Moves 
3) One-Party Democracy :- Mexican Style 

NEWS COMIV ENTARY 
For broadcas t on Monday 
July 5, 1982 , 6olOp . m 

Good evening: The I :sr a eli seige of t h e Lebanese c api tal , Beirut , and 

t he sealin~ off of t he Palestine Liberation Organisation stronghold 

in West Beirut , re presents the kind of charged wi tuation which is 

either quick l y defused or else explodes in uncontrollable violen c e : 

so the Pale:stinian force~ w'ill e ither · move out of Beirut and Lebanon 

this week or· there will be a terrible new bloodletting that will be 
. -

wor3e than all the death and destruction c a.used by the Israeli 

invas ion of t h e Leb~.non this far ., And ao :fiar, lest we forget , it i :s 

e:,timated that s ome 10 , 000 civilians have alre ady been ki l ledo Not 

unexpectedly , ·the Isra.eli::5 d'ispu te ·t h is figure , but their own claim 

that only 362 civilians have been killed takes us back to the 'number= 

game' of 'the ' body coutj t' of t he Vietnam era when everybody: lied 

:shamele3:sly with numb er:!! to serve propaganda end5o In this instance 
/ 

I thi nk we must put more reliance on reports from ~ources such as 
and 

the Red Cros~ , the British Guardian, 1r i me ~ , /state2man newspapers 
. . 

thru1 on officia l I s raeli statement~ o Cluster bomb~ dropped in 

deBBely populated areas kill and des troy mas s ively and indi s crimin ate : 
~ 

ly : they ma.ke no differ ence , military and civilian t argetw; to pretend 
' ~ 

otherwise i s dishonest o And to r aise the matter of the I s r a elis havi n i 

no o ther option but to invade is the kind of special pleading which 

end~ up on the dark side of morality : Hitler had no opti on but to 

ajtempt to ex terimnate the Jew~ ; Stalin had no opti on buj to liquid-

the kule.k s; Ian Smi th h a d no option but to eras~ t he border!'J into 
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black neighbouring states ; -the Sou-th African raci sts have no op t ion 
try to destroy the ANC and 

but to/impose their brutal degrading Apartheido The truth of the 

matter i5 there are always options: Israel' s own David Ben Gurion 

offered an op~ion which would have made po!'3sible the harmonious 

li"!ing t e:ge!fiher in peace of Palestinian and Jew - but it was am: a. 

&J~JXXHR~x~ more difficul t and risky option, in the short run at 

least, than the use of force. ThB 'no option' 2rgument is a thi ng of 

political and moral bankruptcy o One small ray of hope in the gen era l 

darkness of thi s situation is that s core5 of thousands of I araelis 

in side Israel over this weekend demonstrated a gainst their own 

country's i nvasion of the Leban on. Some Palestinians will note this , 

cold comfort that it is, and through it, see perhaps a hint of the 

common humanity behind the hoDror nrid the 5avagery., In t Le me antime, 

from Mos cow to ashington to Bonn to Ryad to Cairo this week will 

see furious diplomatic activity to try and a~oid bi,ter and bloody 

fighting between Jew5 and Arabs in t he streets of Beiru t - alw~ys, 

of course, provided i t suits the geopolitical in~ere5ts of . the party 

concerned; each pa~ty i s out to further i ts own political i ntereats o 
, . . 

It i s no accident, for instance, that the Arab :state:!! which talk :!!O 
I 

loudly have not come to the military aid of t he PLOo Many of them are 

as afraid of a strong PLO as is Isra el and as hostile as the UoS . to 

ito And the Russi ans are not about to pull che:stnuts out of the fire 

for righ twin g conservative Arab reg i mes ; but t hey are interes ted in 

increasing their influence in the region and t h ey can do so without 

too much · cost or effort as long as American foreign policy i..;;; in its 

pre:sent state of confusion in whi ch they even have to protest loudly , 
in t he face of .A+ab scepticism, 

/ t h at t hey did not give the Israelis t h e go-head to inva ue Lebanono 

And finally and briefly 9 Mexico yesterday reurned t he same political 
party to power for the fjfty-fourth year when it aga in chose as 
Pr e sident the can didate of the Institutional Revolutionary Party· 
Ta~k abput ~ _f o~k i ng and cohe~ ive one-p?rty ~ ocr~cyj. Goodnigh~: 
-n:.J._ ~ ~ 1~ ·1~ ~-~ -r-1~~. 
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1) Tb.e !':'eed. for i orality & Con.:Ji...itency 
2 ::1rotection A6 a invt Une1:-.plOJILeLt 

For b oadca~ t on Fridc::y 
Zuly 2 , 1982 , 6 0-0p . m 

Good evenin g: # ~u~ a ll 1ope that the ~overnrr. nt ' s effor t· to 

ut a ·· top to , or, et t• ... e ver; le t, 6rectly reduce t·_ flow of 

i ..L ·cit i rr. orts w • 1 be .;;ucce::>s u_l a n uick y o . For if that 

flo w of i l le a l i rr.ports i ot ~ e~med uick y al l hope of turning 

the econo,y Pbou t niey co1e to nothin o ..._ihe tro ble L, _thet some 

t err "b e dFLage h b alrendy been done , &nu vO we e 0 a in fi dour~ ve: 

the unhsp y posit·on of r encti ng and res ondin to a cr · ;ji s 

ituation a fter the dr111a 6e na., been done , r?ther -c ... an havin6 n,ade 

forward p a .Q to avoi d i t . In deed 9 I a~ not ~ure that the govern-

.en t i toe f i;;.; not ri,ain y to bia ;e for this situation . the 

talk Bbout deregulating the e cononiy Fnd op ning up L.arke t s 2 . a the 

free f ow of corr,peti tion wa..J accepted i n 6ood f2i t by very n:any 

p p e . They snw it ab n clear s i 6na of t h e freein of the 

economy rnd for them to ~o ~head and ' do their t:ing '. ou wi 1 

edvi.:Je~ not to enquire too 

c osely if an'1 w.i:-1en lrrge dUn-.s of foreign exchange were bbou o- t 

in . Her e a ·a in , n.an y peo l e got the in1 re;;i.:,ion th t v: e we into 

a very ,uc i.ore relaxed . and permi ss • V$ c _· rr,a te wnere fo e • b'TI _ 

exchPn: wa.::3 concerned , r;a whi e it wa"' technicr.lly i ~ egP to 

do certain tnings , no one wo l d 1 o too cio~e J or B.'A too .eny 

estion s . .rhi s • erceptio thot we were i to e n ew t · ,e of 

per-mi ·sivene b wl1ich npd tn t2c i t a 11proval of tne ,_;overnr11ent. of 

~llici t ·n1porting , trJ.e alr.. )...; i, operi 
U. S. currency , 

/the an Le es e.scr;::i..at ..:. 01J in rer.ta 

0 
ea i tl, i n 

and the general fiddling with 
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raw raterial a locPtions . Io PY all this i not to try to ei t: e ·\ 

iu tif , condone or ex lein R¼ey , thio dan;erou~ d ve o ent . It id 
v, at 

~i ,ply toss tn t if we do not understend Fnd Learn from/±± cu 

thi · situation , we w.:. 1 repeat the ::;~ .e rr.i d take over ~ d over again 

in a ·lightly dif er nt fern, e ch time . In oli tic s as in all f 0 ce tB 

f life orde anJ &tabi ity requir e certain leve of consi::;tency : 

yo cannot e a ·ainst bo .. ething when you ere o ,t of power end then 

be for • t when y u ga • n pow r . You cen ot be f r political · ~ ri.ttes 

whe out of power , and e~ainbt them when in power . [ou cannot be 

for fi ·e re. end ·m rt pernii.:3s·ve es at one tin.e a .d then for tignt 

control· et anoth r . For · r you e e you create confu::;·on end cri::;is 

end instabil • ty and thet unaern.ines your ow be t effort . So 

con si :.:3 tency • , niore i L,porten t than politicians seer., to reali::;e , 

especiE y i tne heRt of pPrtis n battles . I think ·ti::; a very 

dubiou • orality wnich gived people the iffipres ion that it iL a lri ht 

to behave in B certP·n way , end then , when thing:::J 6 0 V;ron , turn on 

them . ~et er b$ fa· to fir s t make Jour pob:tion cleer eyond eny 

doubt en then de 1 w· th tho~e who vio e t' e rule . .1.1: at i • the wsy 

of t e rule of law . And I th "nk we need to be consi:;:;;tent too , about 

J9maica ' ;=, ,3ingle n.o.,t crucial social proble .: une11p oyment . .Article 

23 of t e Uni ver8~..L Lecleration of Hururn Right.; S2.Jo: 11 ~e yone ha.:J 
e 

the rignt to work , to f r ee choice of em loyment , to ·ui:,t and fflvourab l 

conditiona of rnrk nd to protect·o eg3·nst unernp"oyri.ent . 11 T.i week 

Bi..;,nop De0ouza talKed about the terr~b e ·nsecurity au3ed by un -

i tear orn. en,p oyment . V/hen in Op _,ovit·on J\.r . Sherrer taL{ d about . 
of out of N . I 9 • f d s 

/ ner_ployn,en t peyj ;,'hen thQ ne \ Gove n,en t f i r ·t cs .. ,e t o pov,e 
tiurri e 

J . . G. mi th telked bout/fern.., of · ob .mar thi::, on J tslk? 

0. 
If it wa- 1 then the strife and int_r al conflict of which B'3ho D o z7 ~ ; 

warn &d becon.es oniJ 8 La ter of tid)_,, e . ··,e need 111ornli ty And consi..;,t-
encJ here to o. 



1) L.;,1•2el .;; tne P~lecltinians 
2) Eai6 1 s :,e si6na tion (J; U. S . Forei,gn PolicJ 
3) J½> b C.:'.: :ti}:}~ AC Pf qt$ ' :p I ,:;.:@ fi,p -cS?-, 

A. 1~ ~ ~ ~ 

1;:swu COl\1 :c:r.r • Y 
For broa dcast on ::ondey 
~ne 28 , 1982 , 6 0 Op .m 

S.ood evening: There is no doubt about it: ::;reel ' ;;; formidable 

mi it ry !achine~ , ow one of the most powerful end certa i nly the 

n.o t ruthles in the world teday , ha::i del ·vered a crushing nili tary 
A fat ' s 

de eet on Iasser/.im . ~± ~ Pele·tine L ' berBtion Organ· sa.tion . It 

has b ttered the ETC f orce to a point of col ape , and the final 

uebtion • d ui te ::;implJ wnether the 5 , 000 , 6 , 000 odd PLO fighters 

trapped i n Beirut ~ake a lest de perete stan· in wlich they will 

most certa · n1y be utterly destroyed or whl3.te:er th y - ive u and 

le 0 ve the Leb non ao I:::ireel der;.ands . Either way , the PO , BS a 

fignting f orce has been crushed . That is the hard , brutal military 

feet , like it or not o n t h e proces the Ioraelis h ve Ki l l ed any , 
phy.;ical 

many civ'liens and don fearful/dPma e to what ren.ained of the 
economicelly nnd 

once/IJ:XN:Z~RXill:IKS propserous and cul turPll y cosn,opoli tan/z a::t.e higp:ly 

civi ioed Btate of Teba~on , which id now on the ver~ of col e ~se . 
death end 

• he Israeli say the PLO io to blFin:e f or Pll tnL::;/d~mage becruse it 

u Sed the :ebanon ad the stag · n ground for att2cks agGinst Israel , 

end so the Idraeli i VE~ion of ~ebanon iG no more than an set of 

self-de f ence o Thi , • b bP ::;icall.y Ethe s n e c rgurr,en t used by the white 

3outn Africans to justify their acro8~- the-border ttecks on both 

golan and r:ozambican terr itory in seerch of e • her S'ti.APO or ANC 

freecion, fi 6hter or te roriut , depend · ng on which side you support a 

P.nd thi · , before Zir,.bebwe ' ..;; inde endence , w o IPn Srr,i th 1 ::; juvtificat-

ion f or ::.o-c i:-ll;i.,~ earch- and-destroy 1 i· • into nei hbourin • black 
.1 .... ::.,iono 
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countr · es o By ude of the Orwellian l\ewthink and oub espeak invasion 

becomes an act o self-defence: c=n the I!:lreelis have carried it to 

its furthere.;;t poin o }ny' .. ay , ho'wl.ever you v·ew the L.,sue , the fPct 

i.c;) that the PLO L :i 811.ashed for noVv. But does that also nean t~at the 

struggle of the P·:ilestiniPn people for P homelEind of their own is 

over? I t h i nk not . I think there will be a pauae end then the 

Pa~estinian cAuse will rise a~ain and try again , and a 7 ain, anc 

a -3in for there i8 no way that any nurLber of scan li uid2te an 

idea . And the I.,;r2eli~ the1,selve:::. , snould know , fro:c-; bi t ter experien­

ce , that wipin out an entire people Vvho ere driven by an idea , is 

a near impo~sibility. It was tried on them , and it f _i led . So how­

ever the Lebanese tragedy plP.ys it.c;)elf out , it will not mean the end 

of the Pr,lestiniPJl peop+e ' s struggle for a hor. el nd . . And Af"ter this 

defeat t at ::.;tru.g ·le may turn reallJ extremist. ~Text there w s tne 

resignation of Mr . r:Ai eo U. S . Secretary of State which h s turned 
which v~a s i m. 

an A.rr.ericen foreign policy/in sh2mbles ·nto a tit?.te of utter chao . 
The J•:. iddle EPst si tuction today i:::. e n1anifestation of that chaos . 
Until either r:ir . RePgen hirr.sel , or his new appointee, pul , thin s 

togethe , the ·ense of confus·on and flounde~~ P.llierican forei6'D 

pol·cy wi 1 continue to feed internat · onel inatability . HPi 

s bmi fuee.d con • nui ty of Ar, eric an fo e • gn pol · c along the r~issinger 

lines Vihich .,erved Amer i can an d West :8ur opean • n t er s s we l end 

s cceeded in pleying a elanc · ng ~ct in the :, id ::est , and 

d te te ½ith the Sov ·e send be e elation~ with China . io b Gure 

not nave tne 11 .. Q.Chiave11 • an nan· pula ti ve s~ill0 of K • vsinger 

b t ne undert~ood t' e c lliP ~xi tie an6 de ~ · caci~s of the i~sues 
&, lifor oid.. • 

invo~ved , wh:.cn. i0 Lore than the 1 cov,boys of the Rea -an teari. do . 
,~ J-

t_'J.at.Lthe proble. PnJ the v,orry . a. finellJ, con retulat·ons Jo 

And 

Terry 31.ith for hi;.:, extraordinrry serie.::3 on the · t·banK affair. 
Th2t i& the Ain of journa~id _ : ,;~ icB Leed:::. rc,ore of, !"lnd de...,erve.;; ~ 

Goodnight . 



?r b ec of Kstione- Leedersh ' p 

~ B\" S Cm:Jv,2 T £.ARY 
For broadcEf:c:; t on Fri ey 
~une 25 , 1982 , 6. Op . K. 

J ood evening: 

ectora 2.rt 

Li::.itenin • t , 2nd watch'ng seJi.ent.:::i of the current 
ann al 

oft e/netion2l Bu d et debate has been a bit of a 

epressing experie~ce o The perfo r~ances , enerelly ~peeking, neve , 

with rar ~xceptions , been well be ow tne leve of thee~ lier main 

re entations of I,.r . Seega , J,r . 1'.en ey , J_r . Sheerer and r.r . I-ul:.i..ings , 

i:xt • kx.t The exceptions , in n1y judgen.ent , were: r . :Srode.ick , 

;. r . Cherles and '1.r . Anthony 3pau din . '.rhese thre , i t seene to 

~e , were part of tne illi ortant na iona debate st rted by the four 

_ain spokesmen . 11 ft Lade the other:::i o depre:::;sing •1a::o the over­

rictin.,. :::iense t· at p2rti e.n politic • ook precedence over national 

politics , even in the r,Bnner in which theJ ddres..:,ed enuinely 

natio a i s1 es . ~very no~ and then one got the ~en ·e th t the 

980 -e· eral electio& ½as be ·ng fou h t al- over a~ain in the Jr eicru 

parlie~e t of 1982; more neat an· pas s ion went into the rehashing 

of who did what to whoK in 1980 than went into the c-ear er ticu at­

ion of the he.rd _ Fm d b u te pro bler:.s we face now , in 1982 . The co d 

feet is that scorin~ political po i s , bla~in~ the lat eight years 

for every ill in ~ne soc·ety and every present- day failure , Uving 

the last eight ye rs as a k ' nd o: universal alibi for present- d y 

bad perforiance RLct lack of forw~rd pa ning , are B 1 becorring 

counter-productive and utterly boring. :~en tue party faithful tend 

to sbow a sort of sick y sruile vv~ en everything is bli=m,ed on the 

pa st regi ,e . ·:t e 

beep.use they were 

e>rL.aice voter.::; repl2ced he "'JS t regime _precL,elJ 
~ 

not sat· ~fied Vvi th it~ r erformence o I d, .i. ~ expect~ 
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I1o rr.Pke it eppePr that the electorPte o \Y nothing ·ood being done 

by the pat regime wao acceptab e perty politic during the campai gn 

period a lo now still carry on ½ith thi ~ fiction is to insult the 

·ntelli ~ence o~ tne people; they know the performaLce of the p st 

regime , 8s indeed of every govern~ent , ½as a .i~ture oft e good 

and the bad o .. 'hat they are concerned with now i8 tr..e erforn:ance 

of this government , which they have now given a c:a ce to show that 

it cen do better, an mar 1ange better , ana d - iver o Cne of the 

problems created by thi xcessive near- e ectioneering partisan 

politics i that i t tens to turn off bO ~any wno ~ight otherw·se 

take part in the national recovery effort . The s pporters of one 

pa r ty alo e , no matter • o rv f::-i tnfu a ld ded • cated and c • ii tteci 

th y n.ay be , are not enoug. to niove thi;:; country forward o I'he 

pP r ty in power needs that ha dcore , to be sure , but it als needs 

a broad concens s which ·nc uo.e'' tne ::i..arge y non- partisan nd 
interest ro ps , 

apolitic 1/ x~. ~, the independents , and et the very 1 ast the ec i t 

acqu • esen ce of the po i tic . oppo ·i tion; without the ae , no present­

d-y Jr~eican political ,arty, no m tter how we - rganised , can run 
espec i 1 y i an econo ,ic cr · s1 . 

the country c•u ce ssfully,/ y time yo ropa6anda end up alien a tin 

the oppo::Ji tion anci it::; SJinpathiser end g ·ves the uncorr ii tted the 

impression that youi are intolerant , yo~ are a · g i ng a hoe for your­

''e-.f 8d a party and as a government. Confi ence io a two- edged sword 

an so i s credib" 
Af~o 

· ty . And this brin~s us to the uestio of the 

~edia which featured prominent yin the sectorPl debPte thib \eeK o 
.~ -.t -.g , 

y time press free onit o dependent on a overnn,e t , no r,1etter nder 

what poli tice l2bel , it is in d2nger; any in.e any overnILent or any 

overnment-appointed entity ekes on responsibility for polic i n 

the nedia , the rredia ib i d~n-er . :By their very nature a 1 .overn-
1 ntb WPnt to ' 'e ' t11e Ledia . ·,e .1rno ,;, ~-,hi s 0 So I fo, 

• '-" " iv.i n e 1~ o t i rrpre :;;;~ed wi t h J' t · :::;-o ~ aov ernn,en Pppoin te d 1rneci1a con.rui..,si ons , n t t '--- o rra er 

how they are con ·ti· tutea" o "'unerv1· 1· ~ ~- • ~ .: .::i ng e.1.eC vl On S J..::; 

t11e 6over .r,, en t ' ..; bu..:,· 1e sc, "' 

. opinion j _, not . 



1 ) Are we Giving Up on Une :_ -p oymen t ? 
2) U.S . Foreign ?olicy in A Sharr:ble s? 

' 3WS cor.:.ri.2 1:ARY 
For bro a ceBt on ~on ay 
June 21 , 1982 , 6 0 Op . _ 

Good even n o- : Tw'O issue - one local , tne other with international 

overtone loom li~e omi ous ·hadow~ o the politica horizon . 

TJe one is une~ loyment in Jamaica and our response to it; the 

other is the state of utter sh mbles of American forei n po icy 
issue 

un er the eagan Adrlin is tra tion . ' 10 begin vd th our own/i:~ firs . 

On an almost we ekly babis e hear nd read about lay-offs and cut­

b .cks and shut-downs , usu8lly of small enterpri;;jes err.ploying froru 

say half a dozen workers to ane_ywhere up to fifty or sixty . ' So it 

· ~ usu2lly only a h~ndful of workers who are ~Pid off or ~ade 

redundPpt at any one ti ;e; nd so the t enden cy ib for us not to 

teke too much note of it . It i s import _n t ne~s when a few hundre 
off 

worKers are aidj it L:, riot worth ruuch more than passing rr.ent.:.on 

wnen six or twelve or a 3core of Mor~ers are laid-off . ft~d yet , 

every four or five or s ix or sixteen add to the sT,e8dily rowin 

pool of the unemp oyecL 1 11len a shoe :mm:amfiacturer nnounces, as one 

did this past week , that it is clo ing dovm next month , it n,eans a 

ovdng of that poo of the unell.ployed. Ac cording to offficial 

stati .Jtics unernploJment stood at 25 . 610 in October of labt . jrear; this 

means thet in October of 1981 ·ubt over one- uerter of the Jcrreican 

wor _,c force of little over a million Jerr~icans was out of work. 

hore than twenty-five out of every 00 ~maicen wor Ker hEa no jobs 

in Cctober of 198 , eccording to the o:ficiAl ~tatistics . Since then 

ne 8 rly nine months have p ssed , end it ha been nine rrontLa of -aJ-of: 
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and cutbacks en redund ncies . l1here were , of course , some very 
~/""\ 

ncourP~ in and opti:istic projections of new job- cre a ion, but 

there were actually very few new ·obs c1eated. . So , in ternn:, of 

flesh Pnd bl od peeper ther then of pro~ections and nUEbers , more 

worLers are wit out ·obs today than lest October . And t he re&lly 

worryin.o- thin is t · at we , BS e society , see to hove given up on 

the u et.ployed , at least in the short- run . It loo.,rn like an intract­

ble proble 1 , and so , as peep e often do with such ar d probl e~s , and 

as succes ive govErn ents of amaica have done , we see t o be puttin­

i t aside to deal i th other things , ho pin again t hope that time 

will either ake the pro le1 ea:::;ier or mi>ke it go ay. he trouble 

is that this p2rticu ar prob em is people and rua·nly young and 

reasonably educ a te J eople with hi her expectations than had the 

une 1ployed of the 1950s and the 1960s and the 1970 s even . 1 his lot 

y not be as patient for as on s were tho e of earlier yea . So 

I think it is in the intere t of stability an good order i th 

society thet the governm ent and the trade unions make more of an 

than t h ey have done up to now to tackle this problem: there re rr,an y 

thi ns that can be done to ease it considerably ; what is needed is 

the w·11 . If we cennot surrmon the wi 1 reasonab e quick y , el Jrmaica 

will suffer. And so to tne ot. er , in terna tional shedow of American 

foreign po icy in a shembles . Goodw • 1 towar America has for very 
- 'Ii\~". 

ong been at 2 low level in LAfrica beca ~e of er tacit~ pport under 

the Resgan admini str tion of r8cist South Africa . She lost I2tin 

.J:.n.erican goodwill n,ore recent y over t he Falklands business end her 

support of Britaino Nows e is in proces of losing the tattered 

re nents of tne li~t e support she nas l.eft in t he Liddle~ast over 

her.perceived sup ort of the srPeli aggression i V~ ~p~ P~d 
in eopo itics when on e superpov.er loses t hat n,ucn l~ ii~~· it 
coul.d tempt the Other to rLsky a dven ~ure . '1 ct 1 :::, t:;.1e denger. Goo 



1) Fa k lands Update 
2) A 3ovi t .A:n ti- uclea 'oup 
3) v nfi ence ad ? ol'tica r o 

NEW C0!1Jv.:1'~ 1 A,,"'i, 
Fo broa c ad t on Friday 
Jun e 18 , 9 8 2 , 6 o Op o I 

G o - even ·ng: ·r eEe se en.s to ave bee so. confusi n over this 

week ' s devel p1ents in the Fa k l~n d Islan -s . The Ar -en t·ne sol iers 

there di ' ay down their «rm Q, and the Ar - entine mi li tary corruander 

on th spo t did surrender . J.he Gover _en t of Ar ·- en tin a has no , up 
forn1a ly 

t o this n:: ornin , eit er/en orse d tha t surren er , or even a cknowledged 

·t p blic y . S hosti ities are not ove and c annot be over unti 

the Government of Ar · entina de e ar s an end tote hoati itie o 

· n exi s tenc 
Un t • th · s i don the e • s no rea cea -- efire/in t he Sou t 1 A tla tic 

and Ar --en tine lanes ,i th their dead y I':.!.idsil s can dr op out of the 

sKy et any ti _e and do f urt.er terr · ble dania e to the Bri t i h task 

force as we l to the Briti sh troops n OV: in po session f th J lk an 

Tha t is the rin:: reality of the pr e t i tu2 t i on , ::nd we ust hope 

tnat the f a l of Gal i eri end today ' ' in stal ati n of a new interim 

Presi dent , as we l as the a 0T eeme t to a lo 'v :Eri t · h ships to take 

the ca tu ed prisoners-of- war beck to Ar6entin e p orts , a r e f'r t 

·i n t at an end to hostil • tie ay b ec ared over the next Vl'en ty-

four t o for t y-e n t h o s . o th Britai an Arg nti a desp ra e y 

ne e d a for al end to the .os t ilities whi c nave cot bot d 3ar yin 

_en and . n.a teria , eapeci ly to .AggBntina , becsuse dhe i s the po er 

of t 11e two; and the poorer you are , the 11e ,vier t h e burden s of wa o 

I think , too , that the polit · c 1 f ce of .Ar i:senti na i s .c-o · to be 

tren ·forrr. ed uore r pid y as a re u t of this defeat than it wou d 

~ve been if she had been able to d on to t he is e.n s; • t i:J very 

i kely t ha t t ' ie i i tar junta wi 1 f airly quick ly give way to civilie 
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a arger rrea~ure 

rule end th re toration of de .. ocracy and/ u .an rights which have 

be n go s l violated by th ffi ilitery rulers over th pPst s ix year o 

I think he Briti sh are much too po itic2 y sopni;.;ticated to mi read 

t e na t re of tn o pp or they heve received from tl e Third V/or d 

over th · , i ssue . It was s upport for th ·r de fence of the princip e 

th ,t terri ori e l disputes should not be set tle d by force; ot for any 

0 and 'how of imperial power resto ed , wha tever IV: o 2.1hat cher ' s 

privete ant sies . So i.et us h ope fo ths t dec l ara ion of an end to 

hos ilitie an · then , in du e ti , f9r negotiations ver t e territor· 

1 i ssue o Ne , the oviet U • on brought off a. bril i a t poli ti.cal 

propagande c ·p coup a t t h e United Na tion thi week whe it ecl2 ed 

unilatera and unequi vocelly that it woul not be the first o use 

nuclear weap n s in any fig tingo ,v · t tni a s ·mple , c e arcut p edg 

the Sovie s put them elve closer to the an ti-nuclear ove ent than 
fter 

t he United State is seen to be , espec • y/ -~ the United Sta es 

ref s ed , ho· ever ·ndirectly, t o make e s ~milar p ed • or he a ti-

nuc ear move,ent in the United State , in .'le stern .,..,uro e and t hrough-, 

out the wor d , Pxer ic a i now 5en era ly accepted ~ be i ng the greater 

nuc ear threat o the wor l d t han is R 1 s ia; and tat i a psychologi-

C8l defe t of the first magn itude for th 1::e fJ t . d finslly , end here 

at h ome , psycho~- ic setbc ck of a different i n o Confiden e .is 

a stete of id and p itician s often ge~ erate i an d then u~e it 

as a tool ~ further th~f poli • c .l poli cies and ob · ectives . u r chi ] 

and Ro eve t • • u:::ie of confidence duri 6 tne dPrk days of _world "ar 
v-\ ~~$ ~ 

two are C as..., . C ex n~p es . OU pro. ect r onfi den nd t, s e it to obi i 

e a nat· o to gree t ct· o o The trick i s to kn ow hovf t o u s e • t , h ow 
(,-(~n·Jr, 

ffiu ch of it, ~ ~ whe . Cver-u e or m· s - use l can cohie ou t ook ing 'ke 

de e ption e.na. di shonesty e d c an blow in :10 r f a c e . We are ·nto t i 

angero s situation ow in r,1any areas of Jan·aican public 1 • fe 0 I hope 
the governmen t R~es no te end thinks carefu Yo Goodnight. 



1) The bri ti sh Puh to Por 
2 ) The Israeli Invesion of 
3) Anti-Nuclear .Protest in 

N.;;,W , C ri 1 NTAB.Y 
rn r broadcast on ~ond y 
Jue 14 , 1982 , 6 ol0p om 

Stanley 
ebahon 
U. SoA. 

Good even · ng: It wa a wee end of war, of poli t·cal violence 9 of 

n.as ive bloodletting , and of bi ter protest ageinst the known d 

un known horror s of war . Down in the bitter y cold and ble k Sou th 

Atl anti c the Bri , i ~h have statted their deliberate and measured 

push to finaliy retake Port Stanleyo A the indications are that 

t ne b ttle for Pot Stanley is not go i ng o be the relatively low 

ca ual ty affair which the Br i tish were ai:rr.ing for o The who e point 

of their s oWness and their pauses was to· g ive the Argen tine s an • 

oppormni ty to pu 1 out , if they wanted to o Bu t this h2 not pa · d 

off . The Argentines want a fight to tne finish , and they clearly 

wan-c to inf ict as much dan!age a' po si le on the British , · no matter 
ti\~~1\,-{ 1~1 TT; 1~ ~ ~ . 

what the pri cet The more ships t ey ink , especially b ttleship , and ·. 

the n1ore :British soldiers they .kill , the grea ter will be t he ·usti­

fic ation • for ·thei o n o:o es , no matter how grea--t the.;ie may be . 
un a 

The Argentine/- eader ha , ta ked about ' fighting to the last ' 

Argentine in sur ounded Port Stanleyo One suspects • th t the ·unta 

le der would consider t e deaths of' a few thou 
you g 
n d/Ar gen tine soldiers 

in t he process be used to 
well worth i t if/their deadly airborne n;i;;;i iles couid/ in k one 'of 

the :British 1 ircraft CPrrier s o In diet tor hips showy and dramatic 

' vie torie s ' . are usue ly worth a great deal morJ t han any nu:rr.ber of 
"'rench- m de 

human live so And this morn i ng ' s news i ~ that/mi::; i es of t • e k i nd 

that sank the Sheffie ay now be on their way to Argentina from 

another Letin-Americen country which also bought these from ranee. 

So the E~C trade and arms b • o not g6 • ng to prevent Argentina ~ 
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get t ing the bi gh y oph·sti cated weapon ·t ne e d t do m much 

dar.:.age a · possible t o the Bri ti hnava- force . Indeed , as the Briti sh 

Op-positi on .leader , ,r~ ;ichael Foot , SBid over the weeke d , British 

plane~ ol d t o Argentina are Like l y to c r ry those deadl y weapons to 

try to sink British ships . And if i t is ot Briti h planes 1 it will 

be t he panes of Britain •s a l i es: the weapon s of the Wes t ern allianc 

are being us e d agains t one of its o h · s , I th 'tj k , may increasingly 

becoEe on e of the l ong- term pri ces the Wet ·s go i ng to pay for being 

th word ' s pr incipa arms d aer o Iran , lest we f orge t, · su i ng 
supplied 

.eri c n/wetipons as t h e ' rrusc le ' of· anti - 1 ie i can dr iv e in the 
ai ed an d 

1i du e Eas : and South Af ri ca , / s pplied by both t he Wes and Israel , 

i s one of Argen tina ' s suppl · ers . '.l1he Vest ' s own we pons wi 1 , i ncr eas­

ingly , be tu ned on the Wes t. o the final battle for Port Stan l ey 

ooks 1 · ke be i na a ter rrible nd bloody aff i r . Though · twi ll not , 
terribl e and 

I u spect , be ha f s/ bloody as has been t he bloodl etti gin the 

Lebanon over these pa t few days o I here , civi ian a d civi ian 

oc t ion s appe ,r to h ve be en deliber te Israeli targe t s in thei r 

dr i ve against the Palestin i ans . Indicetions are tha t in the few days 

of the fight ·ng i n the Lebanon , mor e peop e have een k · 11ed than the 

total nurr.ber ~ - l ed ·n the F lklands ·nee t he ou t break of the troubl e 
t he thou Pnds 

there . And mos t of/~N x ki l l ed i t he Lebanon were civi i ns as 
civilian 

ageinst only two repor ted/ killings ·.n t he Falklands o far . errorism 

is terrori sm , no ILatter who carries i t out ; and governn1en t s , toor, we 

have se en ~ain and again , c~n be terr or t . fhe real y ad par t is 

that thi ' ki nd of terrori ·m m kes reconc • etion - ater a- 1ost mp s i 1 
crWv ~ ~~d 

And i Ke v orkL '?f'C Ltcz day one mi ll . on Ameri can s cen;e together o 

demonstr te their prote t aga ·n ~t the u ti te ter or of nuclear war . 

They w n t an end to tne nucleAr ar 1 race , a:::, I t .1ink rr,ost people do o 

f the Americans , and the Russ i ans , and the ~urope ns and 11 the othe1 
peoples of the world cot3-ld fo¾.ce t.q.eirt - eader to dis rrn: but what 
a r eally big ! if ' th t lS oooo~oodnign 0 



The Po io Outbrea~: 
Prevention versus Cure, 
Nicnagemen t versus CFJmp ign s & Crusades 

NEW orvm.ENTARY 
For bro dce·st on Friday 

une 11 , 1982 , 6 0 Op ._ o 

ood even ·ng: he ·ndications are he. t the campaign to contain th 
in Jamaica if not a 

Polio outbreak/is succea ·gg and that most/; naicans , especi?l y 
oon 

the young who are most vulnerable o i t , shoul / 14. i be immuni sed 

against t e dread di ·ease .. Ana t hat is ·ust about the best new 

we could have at tnid tirr-e . It ink there is an unaerstandab e 
. . 

tendency i n our medical establishment to see the harding of this 

outbreak as a great uccess, which it is.. A great deal of h rd work 

under considera le pressure wasp t into containing th's ~utbreak; 

nd without wanting in any way to detract from this 1assive effort 

we must , nonet ele ss , exa ine so e of the root causes df the outbreak 

and try to learn from them o If we o not w·e may continue down the 

s ippery and dengerous and costly path of -neglecting· our prob ems 

until they explode in ou • f~ ces and force UB to respond wit massive 

and costly camp igns and crusade . And perhaps the single mo t 

negative things about thes ~ can1paigns arid crusades is that t ey 

a ost alwey ' di-eert attention nd re ource from the • in d of har d 

carefully planned day-to- day slo~ging' whicn i? the rue answer to 

a 1 our most b 0ic proble . I don ' t ADO~ , and I arr- not ~ure ·anyone 

e se can calculate t e total money value of thicl latest mabsive 

campaign to i unise the tot 1 • 2Illai can population . \ fu t I am 

reasonably certain of is that if our sc:oo children in particular 

an our youngsters in general h2d been routinely i. unioed at their 

;::;cho.o Qs , and. if/ the f f 
?~•(... 

at Limmunisa.tion at out 

progr mrues 
hcd been~ routine and sye te .atic/~~lJrnii@ 

c inic s and heP th ce tres ' the cos wou d 
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catchall 

heve been far le s t h El,n t e cost of this/islendwi de campaign . 

T' ose who run our ne 1th ..,ervices kn ow t ha t preventi on is not on y 

better t han cure , it i • also much che per , and it does not ivert 

hum n energy and vita l resources away f r om the ongoing develop ,en t 

eff ort; indeed , i t support and su t e in s t ha t ·effort. C2mpa igns arld 

cru ae 11 on t he other han d , n ear l y a wa ys tend t o undermine that 
of edul t s 

effor t. The queues/lining up to be inunr_un i sed during v-:o r king hours 

is a most obviou s example . Prevention i ' part nd parce of proper 
or typho i d 

m2nagem e t , whe t her it i s the pr evention of a pol'o/outbreak or a f a 

breakdown • n f , ctor y or pl ant ruoic ·.ine y , or of a breakdown i light 
could 

or w ter e.r tran sport o An ; tne o eJ saved u . • 1;;Vc1.tio / -~ 

t hen be put to w rk gr" ppling with ur ent so ci 1 prob e s . Instead 
to erd fis cal 

there i s a tendency/NNixtNxkaxR meann ess an penny- pi nching where 

tnere i s no obvi ous po itica benefit to gain by spen ing on preven 

ion . So prevention is either under-financed or else co l ee y 

unti l di ~aster trikes o Ana t hen w go in for these v s t and c tly 

ca paigns wi th t heir inevitab e pol ' t ic a spin- of fs . ¼~ene you have 

good management it would en ure t ha t y ur city is a½ ys clean as a 

whist e; were you have Go od nagement your utilities wou d always 

ervice your com unity at a leve where that corr. unity could be most 

pro duc~ive and .ost creati ve . Give f refu f orward plenn ing , $14-

mi lion ould have been won der ful seed-money , ay ·two year s ago , fo r 

the star t i ng of a mode l old people ' complex ·n some cool and uiet 

pla ce whic · would by now have been suf iciently f ar adve ced ot to 

nee d any m . .:lsive spending on a terr.para y pl ac e . • he t r ouble i s that 
forwerd preventive 

this ki nd of/p anning and/ perforn.an ce are unspectac ar and un drama ti • 

and our po i ti cal t ad · tion - created by both parties - de .end d arr,a 

and spe c t c e , even if ·t ~ens t he s art- changing of the l ong term 

n a ti on a 1 in terest . -J!;; ,"s ,t ::.1;;;;:J;;:. f Js:'ijj{ "t;t;;; tl't::;.z Goo dn i i,l 



Israel Invades South Leba~non: 
The rhorali ty of Co l lective Puni hment 

NEWS COiv.ITI, """i\ T AJ?..Y 
For broad ast on Mon day 
June 71 1982 , 6 010 o ffi o 

Good evening : The fo c a il:: point of l a r g~s~a:il:e military violence has, 

for the moment at leas , shifted from the F lklands to the 11iddle 

Jast with yesterday ' s lbraeli invasion of Southern Le~an on. For 

those of us who were around during t he period of the rise of Ado f 

Hitler and Nazi sm in ..... urope , • and who . watched how the azis treated 

t he Jews of Europe , there w4s some t hing parti cu arly depressing 

abou t the events which preceded and which led up to yesterday ' s 

i n vasion o f the Lebanon by Irsaeli forces . Las , Tlfu.rsday night the 

I srae i Ambassador to the Lni ted Ki ngdom was attacked and cri tica ly 

wounded as he left one of London ' s most f amous h o tels o The attackers 

it later turned ou t were t wo Jorda.m1iuimB and o_ne Iraqi , all three of 

who were held by t ~e British po l ice o . The Palestine Liberation 

Organis t i on , the ?LO , denied any responsibi _ity for the atteck and 

the British police reportedly found a ' hit l ist • which suggested 

that PLO representa t ·ves woul them e ves be att ckedo lv1ost mlax 

:j.nforrued observers i n .,..,r i tain see e6. to a ree tha t the at t ac.K was 

not ordered by the PLO but was tne work of· some an ti- Israeli fringe 

group . L:,rae l, on tr1e other hand , . blamed .the PLO f or the attack , and 
• 

on Frid y it sent i tb fighter- bomber in to Le ban on to • ttack the 

c~pi taI, Beirut , as well as PLO strongholds 2i:nd a estinian refugee 

sett lement in Sout ~ern Lebanon . First re · orts were that 30 people 

were killed nd 120 wounded in the two - hour air raids over Beiruto 

And t hen , ye ~terdey , the I raelis 1 
aunched t he i r full- CPle invasion o 
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I sraeli reaction to those who criticised the bombings and the 

invasion , and the UN Security Council dmd so , was that over 100 

terrorist ettacks have been laun ched against I s r ae li s in v arious 

par t s of t h e word , including the killing of an I srae i diplomat 

in Pari s a little over two months ago o And so , for the near-fatal 

?t t e ck on 1.rhursday in Lon don on one IsrF,eli di p lorr.at , 30 people , 

mos t ly •ebanese suspe c t, were ki le d on ~rid y , and over 100 wounde c 

and much property d n,aged o cl I heard ana r e ad of these things , 

my mind we t ba ck t o t e t i mes befor e and,ldu:t·gg the se c ond world 

war w en we had reports of one or two or three ewish young men 

Ki lling s ome high-ranking Nazi officer arid thi being followed 9 a 
Jewish 

day or t wo later , by t e exe cu tion of a 1 t e/men of a particular 
or ~het to area , 

villageJ or al l the people , or byte razin • to the groun d of an 

entire con~unity , as puni shment for the killingo his wa eel ed 

' col ec ti ve pun i srunen t ' o One or two people di s orr,eth • r..g again st 

the Nazis , kille d son.eone or blew up a rain or building and an 

entire c omntuni ty was puni shed . Fri day ' s bomb·ng of ::Be irut ma e ,e 
making 

remember What the Nazis had done , nd/mR the connection was deeply 

depressing. If col ect·ve pUlil ihlrrnent is mor a ly wrong , then it i 

and must be wrong , no matter wha t the circum stan ces , n o rr,_etter who 

inflicts it . And I think it is this sense of mora outrage x:ia :net et 

wha t many people al over the world see as t e sree i use of 

co-lec t ive pun i ~hrnent as an instrurJent of policy, which may ye t hurt 

I srael ost ·n the on g run o Te stete of Israe did o t come into 

bein g simply ad sole y because of Jewish mil "tary might. The vast 

outpouring of mora l an material uppprt from a 1 the most decent and 

freedom- lov • n g peo e of the wor d \ as a poten t , t. ough not always 

d be tragic ·n ded if , vi~ible pert of tne ewish struggle ; It wou 
f ~ushed with their new military uscle, the Israe 
ose. the n.oral authority and s tra g j th which once 

'\;.i 
is were to conip ete. 
usta; ned t heir s t ru 

,-~~ Goodnight 0 



A isastrous ie ek: 
a Ge Po io outbreak 
b ) l 1he ower b.K ckou t 
c) £he 13auxi te o: J Arv.AL layoffs 

NE,✓J COivTh1:::1,· ARY 
For broadca ton Fri ay 
une 4, 1982 , 6 . lOp . ru 

Good evenin r is has been a disa::;trous week for J ammi"ea o '1.uesday 

morning ' s main Gleaner her:dline announ c ed : " Al - Island BlFickout: 

City water supp y hit . 11
0 'l'ne n in Daily fowb head ine was: " Island 

in Darkness: as Hvnt::J Eay explo.::;ion sparks off 9 o blacrl:- out ." 'l1he 

third J leEmer headline for the s me Tuesday issue was t : e question: 

"Sto J ~.Le s Polio outbrea1C? 11 On '~ edne::sday n:orning both papers carried 

frontpage reports of the islandwide irnmunis·ati on progre e that the 

Ki ni ' try of Teel th wes undertaking. 

haa already to d t he nation of the 
Tuesda , 

Between/ Wednesday ana Thursday the 

By this t i me the 
<., 

r dio s ta tioni 

o i o outbre k i n S t o Janies o 

ike y number 
d 

for the ' few hun dre, 
/ 

lay- off s ' · n the bauxite/aLuruina in ·ustry be gan to co e out ; A can 

confirni ed that it was niakine; 50 workers redundant o Cther reports 

sPid that A pert wou d most li1Cely lay- off som 600 wor1Cer s o However , 

r eport this mor · ng says that no decision ha0 ye t been taken on 

t he lay- of f s o le se note that ' no deci'ion ' does not rneen either 

that there wi 1 be no lay- offs or that t e number of 600 is necesaari] 

wrong; it sirr,ply meen s that t ·_e co pany itself h s not yet mede the 

announ c emento 1.lhat does seem to be -in dicated by the numbers so far , 
present 

even in the i r/apecu ~tive state , i::; tha t t_e number ay be more than 
c.a., 

the ' few hundred ' the Prime l',.ini ster ~ o.ke of at his P::irty ' s conferen, 

A cPn ' s 150 lay-off s is s e i d to be an t ·ni tia I nurr,ber; if the A p rt 

number ends up being between 500 And 600 9 t h e mini um number for the 

two sets of j_ay- offs con..bined C nnot be - ess than 650 . i'hen t ere 
are Alcoa , -rr i ser en :H eyno ds stil to con1e o I frankly do not wee 
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less than 
their combined total of lay-offs being/at leaBt another 650, which 

would give us more than on e t housimd la.y-offs in b8uxi te .. If this 

turned out to be tne ca·e , and we wi ll soon know , it would be a H 

disa ter for the bauxite workers in particular and serious blow 

to the workforce i n gen er lo And the we ek ' s report . thet 400 J amal 

orkers re to be laid- off, and other almost unnoticed periodic 

reports of a dozen workers being laid~off her e , two-dozen there , 

forty pr fifty elsewhere , a~ add up to a very dFr picture on 

the labour front . I f you couple this with the present state of the 
transport 

uti itie , especi lly water/ and elec trm~ttiy at this time , and such 

m·nor irritations a to who is t o be i nunised first a·ainst polio 

and where , the overnment ' 3 upbeat pronouncements tend to h ve a 
1 any 

sourin effect/ on/people. So you hear ch rges of the government 

not levelling with the people . You pave even the timing of the 

announcement of the polio outbr <~ ak in St ., emes uestionedo And 

this is not a health1 state of ~f§m±Es at the best of times . 1nere 

is an especial need fo under tandin end for tolerence between those 

who govern and tnose who are governed when things are difficult or 

when th · ngs go wrong. Ano. the foundetions for tha t tolerance and 

that understanding are u ually laid at the time when things are 

going snioothly a.nd v elL It is at such times thet wise leadership 

builds up the stock of trust and confidence on which it will have 

to call later on if . and v en things go wrong. If it abuses and 

dissipates that stock of trust and goodwill in the good 'eason , it 

will h ve little or nothing to c on in the bad . When this govern-
the words 

~• nt was in opposition/ ' credibility v and ' confinence ' were part of 

its stock- in-trade . Now , in our tie of trouble it is itself being 
~~~ 

rr:easured again stv . ts own pronounceri.en ts . Good man en:en t show:;;; u 
best in times of trouble . We are in troub e now o 1/e need the good 
managen,ent te?m we were promi sed . Goodnight .. 



NEWS COIVJ\1:EN TAR Y 

Pro duc t ivi ty , rogres , Socia 
S tbili ty &: Unemployrnen t 

For bro adcas t on Konday 
~ay 31 , 1982, 6 ol0p . m 

Go od evening: Une ployment and pr oduc tivity were two of the mc1 in 
loca l 

themes of t he/ weekend news . Yesterd y , Prime I\:inister Edwnrd Seaga 

told t he public session of t he J LP conferen ce t h t there would be 

n,.o r e cutbacks in the bauxite/alum ina i ndus try and th ta few hun dred 

men were going to be l aid off until the industry gets b ck on its 

feet . On Friday night NigJ,n t; :ur. Carl<hdm Alexender told a CA3·r 

awards function thet unemployment was t he root ca.use of severa other 

problems in t he socie ty , inc uding the un di sciplined behaviour in 

tne society . .An , .. r. Alexander called fo r a mean ingful and co-ordin at-

ed effort t o reduce the level of unen,.p loyment ' to manageable 

proportions of bout two or three percent of the work force ' . And 

at yester ay ' s JIP con fer en ce Deputy · rime lin ister Hugh Sheerer, 

after wa::i.min "that t he government wou d not allo t he hard-won ains 

of tne workers and their trade unions to be eroded ~ called for 

increased production and increased pro duc tivity wi thout which , he 

s2id , t e government could not a chi ev~its gaals. So , inf ce of the 

coming lay- off of ' severel hundred men ' in our mining an 4 uarrying 

sector, wnich is t he country ' s ma ·or foreign exch nge earner , we have 

these call s for increased production and pro ductivity, ~nd for a 

reduction of une lployrrent fr on,. its present official figure of some 

26 o to be t ween 2fa end § 1~ of t e work ~or ce . hese look like very tall 

order s indeed . lhe had questi on is: how f easible are they? Given 

toda y s realities , can v,, e r edu-ee unemp OYJLen t to anywhere nePr tp:e 



-

2 

target level propo:;;;ed by r,Cr o Alexander? Cne thin is for sure and 

that is that we cannot even begin to scratch a t it without the kind 

of co-ordinated eff ort,$ Mr o Alexander calls for . The hard ue tion 
got 

is: H s the governmen t/tlle will; do the unions have the wi ll; does 
to make that 

the private sector have the will/£Nxx±Jir~ kind co-or dinated assa~t t? 

Are all these power groupin g prepared to ffiake the sacrifices and 
needed 

put in the hard effort/to bring unemployment down to say 10% of the 

work force? The market system whose virtue we exto i s not normally 

kn own to maAe this kin of effor t unless it sati'?ries the bottom- line 

philaisophy of pro fitm.bility o he socialist system, which we f:;ay 

cannot work , i s much more like y to make that kin of effort to deal 

with unerr.ploymen t o Erch politi c 1 system ex cts its pri ce o But , 

productivity at a sufficiently high level could e rn enough money 

for us to spend more on social programmes and job-creating develop­

ments , which is hat makes Kr o Shearer ' s cell for increased productio?i 

so important . One trouble is that , a ccording to the =conomic and 

Social Survey for 1981, our export agriculture , the hard currency 

earning p rt , was down compared wi th the year before o We were 

producihg less , not more . And you know , it is al l very VI.ell to ta k 
work and social 

about educating our young people into the correct/attitudes and 
schogJ.ing 

abou t proper/ifi~Nzfor all How are you going to do it when the nurr.ber 

of graduates from our Te 4cheEs ' Uo lges were lOo fe wer than the year 

before? And how can any worker pevform at his or her best when they 

have to spend hours of exhausting struggle t o get to and fro work 

by a- near hopele ss public traBsport systeffi . When they reach work 

sweaty and t·red there is very little wi 1 left for increased 

produc tivityo The workers, too, need the proper conditions in which 

to work best . Good transport , good water ' e:,ood light , mu t be part 
of any drive for increased production nd increased productivity. 
So give them the tools and they ' ll do the jobo Goodnight 0 
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N:I:WS COI;C v_:;::; • TARY 

Police ederation Annual Conference: 
4 Areas of Concern 

For bro dca~t om Frid y 
~ay 28 , 9 2 , 6 0 O . m 

Good eve ing : The ChairnRn of the PmP ica Pol i ce Federation on 

Vte dnesday of t his we ek told t he annual conference a t h e Fe deration 

of f our areas tat are of deep concern t o the force. These , he said, 
. 

were : 1) The forthc omin g early re iremen t of t he present Comm·ssioner 

of Polic e ~ r . Bi l Bowes; 2 ) t he retai in of retired officers after 

t hey h ve re ache t ne age of 60 ;· 3 ) t r1e manner in which Deputy 

Conimis ion er of Polic e l\Ir . LP.rry Trough t wa s asked to l eave the 

for c e; and 4) the prospe c t of reverting to t he prac t i ce before 
whereby 

Jama i c a bee me independen t/Mxx~RiK«Xng the off · cer corp of the 

p lice f orce was fua e up by t ose who entered dire d ly at the Gazetti 

level, ei ther from "t.ne army or ot:herwi se 0 iH~~tu xxE n . ~d 
,err,.ber s of the 

1:r. Simp on s • d that t hes e four co cern had put the/police force 

11 under gre t stre s , .n i ety , apprehen s ion , and f ear . " ·..t.here wa 

~ ch else ta wad of i mporta ce in Sergeant nerles Si ~pson ' s 
most 

spe ech,/ZNJE:Dr of it chal eng~ing to the Government , s om of mt 

ch 1 engi g "to t he new ~edia , ~N~ some of it c.a nging o the 

corr.mun i ty at lF1rge , and a l of it of •• portg~ce to e;o od order and 

s·tabili ty in ..._ , . 
1.,t1e ·oci ety Q If t t1ere was any e • ien t l.ecking in the 

speech it was , I think , a note of s elf-cri ti ism . D6'. smissing Al 

publ i c criticis, s a ' c' or of irra ion al soundings ' is no t t h e 

best way to win frien 

irrportan t lo g-ter 

end in f uence peopl o yway , he re lly 

B ue, 8 i::i f ~r a"' I arr. concerned , h s number 

four i the l i of con cerns , th ruat ter of tne offi cer corps being 

re cruited froIL ou tside t he .L-"'orce O " ,... • a hr . ~imp ·on sai this wa · one of 
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t he s tori es being pushed within a d outside t h e force o An d , of 

course , if t h i were to ha ppen t h en c areer polic enien v, oul - norrr.a ly 

h ve o chanc e of risin above t h e rank of police Inspector , no 

ma tter how long or i s tinguL,· e t h eir s ervic e o Tho s e few wh o wou d 

r ise above t h e r nk of n ·pector would not be like l y to do o a s 

pa.rt of t e normal. proc ess of e arnin g promo t ion t hrough meri t . 

rhere ould be other consi eration s i nvo lved , c onsi dera tions of 

p er s on a l and politic al co i tmen ts , for in ~tan c e o In f a~r n e s l et 

us note t ha t t h e T11 i n i s ter of .,.e tion a Se cur i ty , r:r . ?vin s ton 3pa uldi n • 

dims ed t h i s parti cu er concern a s comin g out oft e de s truc tive 

rumo r m ch ine . If it i s jus t a ru:rJjour then i t cou d very easily 

be put t o est by a c e Fl r and une qu i voc a l s t s tern ent from the l\::in i s ter 
t h e in enti on of t h e 

seyin g tha t it i s ot/ governmen t to ChAnge t h e pr esent systen. of 

advanc ement ·· t hr ou gh t h e r ank , v h i ch has r ade it possi le f or men 

like Former Co lI!l. s • oner obinson , forrr. er Co mi s si o er Can1pbe an d 
to ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .,_.k.~ • • 

no Vv Comm i s sioner Bowes , c o re 2c h t h e top t rough ar d work and merit 

lone , wi t.aout a y p o i t i c a :i connec t ion a.n without any politica l 

inf uen c e comi n g in.to pl ay . · hese men were the living· v · sible symbo l! 

o f the ch n ge d J Fimaica in whi ch anyb ody ·n t h e force , an d by e xten s i 

anybody i n the c ountry , could ri ~e to the top by din t of hard work 

end rn eri t. efore t h em, ce r tain off i c es an certai n positions wer e 

reserve for peo p e of c erta i n bc ckgro d n d certai s oc i o- e c onomic 

pos i t · on on y . he banks were one • a r i n g examp e . Not a l of t h i s 

ha s chan ed; but t here h s heen s ignific nt c hen ges , n these m st 
l~---(.;i:......... 

not be rever sed f or any reason . It i not in the bes i l nte e st of t h e 

nation to h ave e po l ice force , or indeed an y other groupin g in the 
who · e t op le a dership 

s ocie t y i/i so f a r r mov ed fr om the fu BS of the ordinery peo pl e , and 
<y~ ~~ - ~.JL. I>--~~~~?~~ . 

so ir~J :i :ta eieii, '1. a s to become a divis i ve new\~ In thi s sense thi s 
particular con cenn of t h e • olice Federa t i o:lr i s one we shoul d e 1 sh are 
It i s no t enough to disn;i s s it as ruruour . epu diate i t 0 Goo a.n i gh t . • 
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ne FPlklands Invaded: 
'11he Geopoliti c s of it al . 

...,\IS Cori uEN T iiY 
For bro dca-st on Nl: onday 
~ay 24 , 1982 , 6 . lOp . m 

Good evening: 'he 1ain i teru of worldwide ne this Lebour Day of 

1982 , continues to be the fara~ ~y Falkland Iblands where Britain 

last Fr · dey landed t roops in forc e in the face of fierce Argentine 

air . attacks . Late t reports are that the Bri ti 'h ave successfully 

landed a for ce of some 5 , 000 troops . Argent · ne neww reports dispute 

th;i s ql im d sayfi inste d th t only a few hundred british troops 

have lan ed and 11 ve been surroun ed . Al l the indications are that 

the .Argentine leader and the Argentine prop ganda achine are not 

te ing the Ar-en tine p·eop e the truth . he trouble with this 

business of ying to t:ne peop e , especie y on son,etning a::3 serious 

as fi nti ng and dying , id the matter of how you exp in it away 1 t er 

A BBC .:ic.x:i:x:k:s« ili t ry ana yst told us this n.orn i ng i;net Ar6entina 

is e timate d to have os t soH,e ~ing in the region of 6 p anes or one 

qu rter of i • a ' rforce since t e start oft is affair and wondered 

how long theffe co go on su tain'n thi~ level of aircraft losses o 

I wonder how lon they an keep their people i n ignoren c e o mheir 

true losses in men as well 2.B machines . I wonder what effect it w·11 

h ve on Ar6 entine morale when t · e people fina :y discover tney h d 

been lied ~o . This kind of lying propaganda is allright for as l ong 

s you are winning; it becoffies counter- productive when you are not . 
1rhen war beco.es, not p · thing of strutting glory , but of casualt ' e s . 
::Out th t is only one aspect o-" what h8s now becon,e a complex geo-

po i tical problem . '.l:he United Nations Security Counci is curren t y 

,eeting in open ebate with a strong L tin Arueric n group , suppor ted 

by the Soviet Union , pressin har 
) 

for a ceas ire • The Eritish are 
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not going to agree to aby ceasefire , vertainly not until they are 
re-

mor e securely/established on tne Fa klands o ix wee~s of pe ,ceful 

negotiati ons turned out to be nothing but grand runaround with 

Ar r tina , w ou the Security Counc i l had itself bran "ed the aggresso~ 

mounting a Kassi ve staling and propaganda ca pai gn which a !Ost 

succeede d in burying the fact of its agression o So now tne British 

are bent on retaking the Fa klands by for ce o And contrPry to recent 
- ..)b 

reports of declinM support from her European partn ers , the C this 

morning decided to extend its economic sancti ons against Ar entina 

inde f initely . In t identa ly , if you w~nt to get some idea of which 

side is getting the upper hand ·ust take note of who i ca ling 

hardest and loudest for ceasefire o Those who support Britain will 

not call for a ceasefire as lon ao Brit in is doing vell in the 

fight i ng o If t nings should look - ike changing t ose supporters of 

Argenti a who are now screan1ing for a ceasefire wi l l .suddenly stop 

oing so . But while Argentina ' s supporters would love to see a 

de cisi ve hurr.i iation for a =uropean power, if that is possible , 
. 

r i tain ' s suppor t ers , and e peciall y the Uni t ed St tes , do not want 

to se e Argentina completely defeated and humi liatedo So their hope 

is that the Briti h i quickly ~ake Port Stanley this week and then 

, i n poses s ion once more , agree to negoti t e the sovreignty issue 

at the UoN. level . And one reason , a key r eason , why the African 

countries will support thi pro- Briti sh s c enario a t the U. N. is 

becau e the Organisation of Afric n States h s ma a.e i t a cardinal 

point of its Charter that no territoria disputes hould be set t ed 

by the u e of force o That , for the Africans is the point of pimn~ ppae 0 

For us in the Cer • b ean it is 1Luch more practical : Guyana and Belize 

would be expotied to forc i b e dis e iberment if the Argentines get a wAy 

ith their territor· o £hey may u tirr.ately get it by negotiation ia grab 
Tney must not et it by the use of force o Goodnight o 



' 

The .heagan lan Setback: 
How Will it Affect Jemaica? 

NEWS C vJJ: 11 " ~ r ARY ., 
For broadcast on Fri ay 
May 2 , 98'2 , 6 . Op . m 

Good evening: .An.erican President Rona d Reagan·' s Caribbe1m Basin 

Initiative yesterdRy suf fered a/, serious setback w::ich could h ve 

n i port nt bearing on our own econonic out ook . he ALerican 

Senate Foreign Rela.tions Corr.mi ttee , by a single vote ma ·ori ty , 

yesterday rejected IV:r ., Reagan ' s request for that addi tiona 350-

il ion which was supposed to ~oost t e current U. S. aid package 

to Central Ameri ca and the Ceribbe .n . You will recall that Jpmaica 

wa to get $50-million out of thfs addi tiona aid . What the "'enate 

Foreign Rela tion Committee has now proposed is that th t money be 
developed 

put into an inter national trust fund ±m which ot er/countl. • s in the 

11e isp ere , like Ca:aaaa , r1~exico an Venezuela Vvould also be invited 

to contribu t e o And t1e Co JIJ.ittee further suggested t ha t the PJnerican 

share should not exceed one- third of whatever t e total a aunt in 

that inter ationa tru·t fund may be .. One Senator on the Committee 

acie it c ear th t ne sa Vv this a::. a means of blunting the sharp 
through 

furtherin g of po itical ob·ectives/ix the use of aid by the Reagan 
donor 

Administration which , he id , h 0 d _m~de other/countries reluctant 

to participate. He did not say so but it is no secret that neither 

~exico nor Canada wanted any part of t he use of aid as a political 

weapon through which to reward friend y reg· es end punish ' unfrien d-

y ' ones ., So ye terdey ' ::, vote , which fo lows other earlier suggest-

ions for changes in the Re?gan an , by co i tee s oft e U. S. House 

of Repre entatives , Thakes it pretty clear t t however it comes out 

tne Recgan Plan is not likely to be the sArr:e Pl n that so.e of us 

welcome with such warn,th end exciterr,ent and other..5 with such 
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bitter kepticis~ . It s eems thet both t he supporters and detrectors 
else 

of t ne Pan either over coked or/made little of t h e f eet t hat whi le 
AmericBn 

it i s t e/ resident .. who proposes , it is the Ameri can Congress which 

dispo es. ·I'here was a time , not many months ago , when it seemed that 

Mr. {eagan could force any ching trough the .Americ an Congress o That 

ti i e se ems to have passe d and the setback to his aid pla,in or 

Central An:.erica end t e eribbeanse e s to be the first sign of t he 

changed and ch nging time s . It is of course still pos ibl e, though 

not likely , that the full U. S. Senate and the full House of epre sent 

atives will over-rule t he ch nges proposed by tneir cornn: i t tees. I 
any of u s in the region 

thin1:t it would be unwise for/llC.x to bank on th t . v:uch wi ser to expect 

and prepare for changes . I think El S vador, which expected rr:ost , 

will lo s e mos t . '1 e m y ti.1..l get that extra 50-million but it may 

be a longer time coming .. The a stern Caribbean looks li e doing 

better · under the propo sed chan ges t han under the origina l Plan . But 

perh .ps t e s in gle most i port~nt lesson for us to e rn •is not to 

hitch our little amaican wagon to any single star , no mat ter how 

brigh tly i t may shine ·f or the mom en t as it shoots acros s t he sky . 

Get 11 the benefit you can from it by all me ns , but do not fore-

c ose on other options o Economic survival dictates that we do businesf 

wherever we can get it an d whenever it suits the national interesto 
not a par ticular 

And t he national interes t does/las t for a four- year period of/u: 

Amer ican dministration or a five-year perio d of a par ti cular J amaicai 

dministration . The national interest is ongoing and beyon d partis~m 

interests . Above a ·1 , we 1.u t have alternative strategi es and fal -

back position s so tha if one stratag~ cal ap s es ·or does n';'t~ r\r 
>--·· 

we can move to another with the east poss i ble dislocation end griefo 

ha t unnecessary a ienation of the Soviet b uxi te/a1.UT.1ina :r:rnrke t i s 

an ob'ect ~es on in how not to conduct t he . ation ' s business
0 

I hope 
we do be t er if t he Reag , an doe s not de l ·ver all our hopes

0 
Goodn 



- ' s cm vCN TARY 
For bro adca~t on ~ onday 
May 17 , 1982 , 6 o10p. m 

Tra de Unions We ek , 1982 : 
Toe Un employe d: Whose Respon sibili ty? 

Goo d evening : J a u!l8Fii s four aj or t r ade union today begafl a week 

of activities in ob servance of their secon d annual r ade Union s 1 ✓eeko 

he t hem e of t he week is: I! eaching out to t e young workers of 

towmorrow." and t here i s a full an d varied prograrnme plannedo For 

me , person ally , a startling omm i ssion from the prograrrJne , particular-

ly a t t his t i me , is any mention of unemploymen t. • Al rouhd us, 

on an almosE weekly basis , t here are signs and sounds of lay-offs , of 

firin gs and redundan cies. And one uestion t hat com.es to my mind is! 

ow many union i sed workers , how many union de-legates , have been fired 

or l aid- off or made redundan t between rade Un i on s We ek , 1981 and 

thi s Trade Unions ✓ e ek which begins t oday? Where ar e they? ma t is 

happening to. t hem? Who is oing anything about them? Or do they 

ceas e to ~e of interest to t he trade unions when they are no longer 

employed and so cease to be able to pay union dues? I think we need 
hurr.an 

to have t hi s kin d .of/balance sheet from t he viewpoint of t he trade 

unions t hemsel~es if we are to have as arper per spe ctive of the 

g i ns and setb cks of t he trade union movemen t over any given twelve 

month period . Perhaps the oint Trade Un ion Research Developm ent 

Centre will be able to give u s such a report by the time this week 
draws 

/ ~wxRB to a clo s e; if no t , then perhaps t he Centre coul start comi i li1: 

such fi gure s for thi s tim e next ye r o ne trade union movement has 

taken s ome casualties this year; I t hink it , and the J amaican people 1 

s hould kn ow and shou d face up to the f ct and i mplication s of t hose 
casualties . To be able t o ~easure our gai· 1 we need ns rea i s tically 
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to have clear and rea isti c understanding of our lossesi Unionis 

has been under a ttack and , in some intances , under seige , in recent 

rnonths o And unfolding economic conditions suggest that thi s is not 

something which is likely j o come to an end in lkhe short run o When 

things are tight , ~s they now are , w9rkers' rights an workers jobs 

ere the first to come under t.rea t o One piece of hard u ews out of . . 
/a shington this morning gives official unemploymen t in the United 

States as now standing at 10 , 300 , 000 ( ten million thre e- hundred­

thousand) . ·rhese are figures for unemployed .A .ericans who are known 

and registered as loo✓ior jobs . There are a couple of other , non­

officie.l figures , which maKe the picture even worse . 6½- million 
\..w--

Amer icans have become disS,ouraged and Lstopped looking for work , so 
offi cial · 

t ey are not on the/unemployed list , but they are . knRwn to be there; 
. . r~ /\ 

and another one-to-two million have gone in for the 1hustling and 
a t · · J- &.ca/, • .,se. 

higgling we know here/ ah our ' bend- do~~ plazas ' en elsew. ere e-ec a w.i 

they can find nothing else . If 11 these are added t ogether then a 

t ruer pic ture of actual unerr,ployment in the UoS. today woul be 

somewhere in the region of 17-mil l ion u o the extent that the Jam-

aican economy and the hopes for the tur n- around of the amaican f 
are ~i 

economy/ depen~ on the turn - around in the Ameri can econmmy , we are 

likely to have some rough times , with the workers having to put up 
the 

with/ roughest of those rough times: we are not l i kely to bring down 
here 

unemployment/while une ployment i rising in t_e ma·or economy on 

which we depend for investment and job- creation o And this , I think , 
more de epl y than they now are: 

is t e sort of problem our trade unions should get invo v ed in/. 
i s and i s and 

saving ' obs/should be their bu ine s; job- sharing/shoul d be their 

business as much as are prote c ting t ~e rights oft ose w o are now 

t heir members o I think t at in the hard dp~s a.head ourv ade unions 

are going to have to become very much more activist about the problem 
of unemployment - or ri k being emascu ated by ito Goodnight . 



1) Eventi de: fuo i s accountable 
2 ) BAlancing conomic & Social Progress 

NEWS co Yl -:-:, TARY 
For bro a dc.ast on· Friday 
~ay 14 , 1982 , 6 . l0p o o 

Good evening: Public an private and especially official reaction 

to the latest hor ror at the Eventide Home tels us a great deal 

ebout the p ychological state of the J emaican sociroty a t this time o 

And it is a mixture of deep and he rtwarming caring and concern and 

of political bqck-passing , with primitive overtones of wan t ing to 

stone the messenger be cause he carries bad news . That reported call 

on Fa ther ich rd Ho- Lung to withdraw copies of his book on Eventide 

because it is not in the interest of the Government for it to be eent 

abroad 1 and the accusation that Father Ho- Lung had publicised the 

dreadf ul business of r a ts attacking hu uax? as " a conspiracy to 

eiubarrass " the KSAC and the government 1 are shameful n ew lows in 

partisan political responses to a burning social issue o The truth 

is that the sta te of Eventide , two years after t at fire of rl y 20 , 

1980 , is no bett er and , is perhaps worse today than it wa be o[ re 

that fi:i;'e o fvi ost of t ho e of us who care h ave kno wn that for a long 

time; an n,ost of us have been silent , partly not to rock the boat , 

partly to i ve t p:e new government and the new counci l a reasomable 

chance to get on with 'the job of making c anges without chaos and 

without tension and wit· as i ttle fricti on a s po ssible o Thi s 

keeping quiet about the horrors of Eventide , and abou t many other 

b d things was , I think , a deliber te and consciou s act of self-

re traint so that there shou d be no repe ting oft e ugly abuse 

and n me- calling and finger- pointing which ac companie d and gave 

such a bit ter edge to the f ilures and the setbacks oft e pa t 0 
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So J emai cans endur)! with relative pa tm mnce, the dai ly and growing 

indignities of a bad public trBmsport system at it worse 9 a water 

sys tem which was never quite a s bad in the darkest days of rmis­

managemen t ' and a hos t of other social ills o Essential things , like 

water and publ ic transport , are daily needs th t must be fulfilled 

daily; they cannot be left to await the economic tur n- around as 

promised in the government ' s thre e year recovery programme o So that 
with its strong emphasis 

recovery programme/mMs±xmakRxal xmwarnzgs on economic recovery , must 

m~ke shor t ~~ provision f or these essent~al daily needs o If it does 

not then wha t ever economic ppogress we achi eve will not nece ssari l y 

be reflected i n a ma tching soci al progr ess o The brute f ac t , as former 

U. N. Ambassador Don Mi l ls tol d a univers i ty audienc e las t week i s 

th t so cial progress does not necessarily go hand in hand with 

economi c progress o Soci a l progress has to be as care f u l ly am:« pl anne d 
• and then persued 

an - del_ib_~ ate y decided on/as economic pr ogr ess o It will not jus t 
~ '9~ "1- e spon si bi li ty fo r 

h ppen . And/ it cannot ljiu s t b-e divested into private hands as can a 

hote l or a sugar industry: people, an t he basic needs of pe ople are 

not t hat easi y divested. We a t this radio station have seen and been 

humb ed by the extraordinary response of ordin ary amai cans after 

that fi re of two years ago. The peop l e knew what was mora ly right 

an d what had to be done , and t hey did it. It is t he po iticians and 
~ the Lparties who failed the ol d folk at Eventide; not the ordi nary 

people of J a a_icao So there i s no ' nation a di sgrace ' involved; 

just the salmm and di sgrace of a politica system grown c a llous and 

more concern ed wi t h it own interes t s than with the interests of 

those it r ~ . :::S,~ to s erve . In thi s sense F4ther Richard Ho-Lung 

i s more representa t ive of t he caring of the majority of an:ai cans 

than are 
poli tica 
bi ities 

t he c ever buck- p pi~~respon ses we have hed from the 
establi hment whf~B\ h1i"'s been fourfl-derelict tn its respons· ­

a t ~ventide & other ~ s enti a l s oci a l servi c e . Goodnight 0 

\~ 



1) Stra tegic Arms Limitation~ ' alk s 
2) itics of the Law of The Se a 
,?, ) __ . d1¥ Uyd-et e ' 

NEWS COMM:EN · A Y 
For broa ddast on ciondey 
M y 10 , 1982 , 6 . lOp . 

8-ood evening : AL1erican President Ronald Reagan ' s - a test ca 1 for 

ta ks on nuclear arms reduc tion , the v_ery odd voting line- up on the 
~~-~ Law of t he Sea Conventi on , an d t ne ra±e"i1t deve opments on the 

Falklan s dispute, do i nate the international new• over the past 

weekend . An d t hese are matters w ich are a important to us as the 

most important purely domestic matter . If a nuc ear war were to 

br eak out .it would most probably result ·n a final and deadly 

solution to al t he iorld ' s proble is as we kno t e today; and 

t here is no way that we , in little J _maica , would be a ble to escape 

or avoid such a global disaster: those who are not killed outright 

will end up dyin g mores owly as t e victi of r adiati on sickness , 

fire , famine , disease end r; ssi ve ci_vil upheava s in a world w ere 

a ci~l order wa s destroyed . An ri gh t now , without adding another 
nuc ear 

single ne weapon to their/arsena s ~oth t he United States and 

t he Soviet Union ea ch pos sess enough nucle ar firepowe r to wipe out 

each other 's major populatiom centres a s well a most of t he res t 

of mankind. So , f or these two superpowers j ust to sit ;{down and • 

talk abouE reducing t eir nuclear weapons i s some sort of ~ender 

hope for t he wor d • s people • So ii r o eagan ' s call for t lks to 

begin a s early a s next llionth , and his propo a that both sides 

should begi n by reducing t heir nuclear we pons by one- t hird mu st 
a few wees back 

be s welc5 e a s was Mr . Brezhnev ' s announcement/ tha t t he Soviets 

were temporarily s uspen ing their nuc ear build- up on t he border s 

of Western Europe o But there are a nurr.ber of @f-8 ~e difficultie s 
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in the way o f any successf ul talks o o begin with , neith er side 

trusts t he other . But this, in t.i:1.e pa t and under different .A.nierican 
both Democratic nd epublic an , 

administra-tions ,/did not prevent t h e series of e Pr ier an d ucc ess-

ful SALT agreements which did prevent the runaway nuclear arm s 

build-up we are now t hre 8 tent1 witho Ri gh tly OE wrongly, t here is a 

per ce p tion that t he eagan Administration is not reallj interested 

in any nuclear ar s limitation t a l k s unl ss t hey c an give America 

a c ear nuclear adva_ntage: and this view is not only held by the 

Soviets but by some of PJTierica ' s own Wms~ a lies , as we 1 a s by 

v ast numbers of ordinary West uropeans and growing number s of 

ordinary American peepleo he communists have of . c ourse exploited 

t his percep tion , but they h ve not created it; that was done by some 

of the early blustering and threatening :tal~ o f the Reagan people 

them se 1 ve s wf ' e ir i r re spon s i ble chat about winnable nuclear wars , 

an d t heir appparent under-esti ation of t he intelligen ce of their 

opponents o For in t a ce , t he Soviet nuclear arsenal is the s me as 

t he Warsaw Pact nuclear arsena ; t ' e An,erican nucle r arsenal , on the 

other hand , is not quite t h e s r rne s t e ATO alliance ' nuclear 

a r s enal; some of NATO ' s i e s t European partners h ave t heir own nucle ar 
~ 

stlbckpiles . So t h e Soviets are not likely to gree to a lnumber s game 

which eans they en d u p being numerica ly we aker than t e ATO 

alliance o This is one of t h e maj or obstacles and dangers of this 

dea6l ~ ers garne o An d for those of us who te~ t o s ee every i s sue 
~ , v~'~ 

in terms of t he~ c oni est between capitalism an con unism what 

happened over t h e Law of the Sea Convention shoul be an eye opener: 

t he ' have ' nation" \O f t ne wor ld, i 1-respecti ve of ideo ogy , ganged u p 

a gain t t e ' have-not ' nations bec ause t · ey w nt t h e lion I s s re o::' 
t e ;~ches o f t e ?ea.bed fo r t _ emselv~s . _ An d o t h e S~ t £9-I' i ty 
on w ich we have pinned so ucn hope i in dPnger of beingl aborT.~do 

Goodnigh t. 



NEWS COMMENT Y 

1he 1982/83 Budget ebate: 
~o~e After-thoughts 

For broadcast on Friday 
~ y 7 9 1982 , 6 ol0p . m 

Good evening : With the 1982183 Budget debate now behind us , it 

ruigh t be useful to try and se e what broad cone usion s can be drawn 

and what useful suggestions , if any , can be made o First there is 
. .,__ ·,r,. ~~ ,._,_~ ~ ~~. 

the problem of the long- winded t ediousness of th e ihole exercisr · 

We hBve had between 24 an 25 h ours of almost saturation radio /m d 

television coverage of speeche s by the Prime inister , speaking 

twice, the Deputy Pri me 1inister and the 1V1 inister of Industry for 

the government side; and by the Leader of the Opposi tion and the 

Oppo sition spokesman on Finance ., \ i th the exception of the case of 

the lVii nister of In dustry , who was not carried in fu 1 on one of oui· 

two main r edio cpannels , li s teners and viewers had no choice other 

than to watch and listen or else turn the whole thing of f o Very few 

isteners have FM rec mmvers, and even fewer can r esor t to overseas 
~ c,,,_ ~ 

listening by shortwave radiot So most Jamaicans were locked into 

what be came for many an exercise of being talked i nto a bored stupor o 

I think it is important for thes e key speeches to be carried live; 

it is, after al , a once- a- year exercise of national importance o So 

le 't them be carried a s they no w are , on television; . but et the two 

main r a dio channels do the kind of alternati ng coverage which they 

do for cricketo hi s way , all the main speeches woul still be heard 

by all who want to hear t he; the only difference is that t hey would 

have to switch from mne main channel to the other at either half­

hourly or hourly interva s o Thi s wou d afford radio l ::i3iii t erners at 

least th t freedom of choice t bey are now denied at Budget time. 
' 

it would do so without de priving our polici t icans oft e massive 

and 
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radio an d television exposure which seems to give t hem such a ''high' c 

Al(terna ti vely, they can agree to limit a 1 t he se speeches to a maxi-

millt of, say , two-and-a-half-hours apiece and continue t e kind of 
electronic . 

/ exposure t hey now have o ext, t here i s t e matter of t he real point 
~ 

of these debates . Surely , wen al the clever point-scoring and the 
, "' 

s .art verbal sword-play , and all t he dazzlin g with numbers are over, 

the bottom-line question must be whether the ci ti a¢ns of the country 

have a better and clearer understanding of the state of the country'' f 

affairs than they did before the debate . I am not sure that in t his 

specific sense this year ' s debate was a succe ss o Apart from 

political point- scoring does it rea ly matter how far ahead of 

target , or how far behind t arget , we are, especialli when our 
:,.,,s. ~ . ~ 

politicians cannot even agree on w a t measu~ t hey are to ~ 

Paragraph 4 of the Economic Policy I'ii. emorandum whi ch accompanied the 

I .M. F. Agreement said , and I quo te:" It will take at least three ye ar E 

to get the economy back on a pa th cicS se f-sust aining grow th., \ 'i th;the 
! 

plant an equipment now in place, real growth of Jpercent can be 

achieved in FY 1981/82 0 11 Vi ell , 2 o is not t he projected 3%, but it is 

growth nonetheless : behind target to be sure , but 8rowth all the ame 
the grow!t:MI 

All the fuss is bec ause the one side wants to exeggarate/whi e the 

other s ide wants to downplay it: good for partisan politics , perhaps 

but not for clarity and un der s tan ding. I think we want neither over-
not over-pessimistic 

optimistic/~x«jK«±±«MXXllt«X projections as much as we want the 

unvarnished truth. An d we l ook to the government for this first and 

foremost because it is the government ~ o Blaming all setbacks and 

failings on what happened in the past or else on sabotage i s a thing 

of diruin~hin g returns. It wil not hep i prove our present uneasy 
, ~ ._.;-~. ~ 

in du trial relation st he electora te has already ade its u udgemen t 

on what happened in t h e pa sto It did not_J,..for~ y overse 1 then; 
i t wi 1 no t for lon g buy ·\~ oversel now; and r does want the tru th 0 

Goodnight o 



The Fa l kft and Crisi s: 
The GeopolitiEa l Line- up 

NEWS COMM 
For b r oadc ast on Monday 
Wey 3 , 1982 ; 6 010 . m 

Good even i n The Fal k ilifuads Islands crisis continues to dom i nate the 

i nternati ona news , wi th l i mi teu i r an sea bat l e s i n t he area , and 

i t h the poli t ic a power groupi ngs in the wor l d lin i ng up behi nd the 

one s i de or t he ot er o And it i thi lin i ng up of - the world power 

grou pi ngs whi ch coul d , unless very carefully mana ·ed 9 widen the 
· -~ ~r6 

r esen t limi ted f i gh tingo So l et us examine tthe i ning up and i ts 

i plicati on s o The Americans have now come out c e r y on Britain ' s 

s i de Pnd have offered a ll k i nds of he l p shor t of a c tuall y t aki ng par t 

i n the fight i ngo The Soviet who began by abste i n i ng i n the U.N . 
eerly 

Se cur i ty Counc il vote of/April shor t l y after Argentina ' s i nvasi on 

and oc cupation of the F8 l k l nds , now seem to be movin g toward outri gh t 

support of Argentina; and o is the Pe op l e ' s Republic of Chi na 9 

which also bst i ned i n that vote ; J pan , on te othet hand , has 

fo llowed the EEC c oun trie s and the Un i ted St tes i n i mposin g sa c t i on 

on rgen tina o An d Cuba a coupl e of days ago announ c ed that it was 
. 

ready to u por t Argen tina wi th 11 rr, eans ne c e ·sary and called on the 

r e t of La t i n Am er ic to do t he s me o So it begi ns to l ook as though 

the ma ·o r c omm ni ,t forces i n the world m y end a p su por t i ng the 

Argentin e die t tor ·hi p o the very d b i ou 
Lat · 1eric an 

least , of hemi s her ic/ oli dar i t y agai nst 

ground , i n Cu ba ' ~ ~~s ej at 
~~ 

o- called external Laggr ess-

i on o The Cubans appear to have forgotten ~that most o the e same 

1 tin Ameri c an dic tator h i ps were l i ned up ·aga i E t them when they 

faced threats of ag ression from the United States . Another f ctor 

the Cub ns seemed to have either i gno r ed or forgotte n i s that b y 

su porti ng the Ar genti ne aggre s i on in the Fal k l and s t h ey h lp open 
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the way for others t o resort to the use of force i n the settling of 

terr i tor i 1 disputes . If the Argenti ne adventur e ucceed i t will 

open the way for Venezuela to se t tle its terr itorial dispu te wi th 

Guyana by for cibly occupyi g the di sputed territory ; it will open 

the way for Guatarnala to forcibly occupy l arge ch ks of :Belizeo 
t he on y 

And in a world where might is cons i dered/ righiJi t will , ulti mAte l y , 

open t he way for the 

with Cuba by t he use 

Uni t ed States to settle its politic 1 differenc: ~, 
So thi is a dangerous di r ecti on to go o 

of naked forceo / :But wh~t of the questi on of 

coloni ali sm whi ch the rgentine ave i nvoked? It s eems to me that 

the o 1 vali d p6int here i s the fact of proxirr.ityo There are no 
i s 

coloni s ed enti n i ans i n the Fmmklands, so whi le there/m~XER a 

terr i tori a l dispute t here is no an ti-coloh.i a l struggl e and it i s 

fraudulent to a t t pt to invoke the spi rit of an t't-c ol on i alism i n 

what i s i n f act an ex t r e .1e rightwin Lati n ieric 
J'J.K.KgH±.llI.S 
ERll:UD!gRi&:X:S 

expansionist 
bourgeo i s/ £XP~N±~x territori a l drive to di strac t attention from 

acute intern al probl ems o And t his terr i tor ial rn tter could an shoul d 

have been set t led without that Apri l 2n d i nvasi on by Argen t i na o 

While anti-colonia l i sts can unders t and the Cuban desire 9 however 

misguide d they thi nk it 9 to show Lati n- .erica~ s olidari ty, t h ere 

i s no such under tandi ng of the Soviet and Chi nese posi_tions o 

Argenti na · s ~eo-fa c is t , racist ad very clo e to S u t h Africa: by 
• • ~~~~on 

compari ·o~ :Britain i'/ paRgon of socie l i t v i rtue o 1o support Argent-
. . 

in a ·ust because tthe o t her s i de ' is oppo s e to i t i s to i ndul ge i n 

the ki nd of politi c a l opportunism which has 9 ov er t he year s , brought 

both Soviet and Chi ne e commu i sm i nto doubt and di srep teas so cia l 
~-All~~ 

and mor 1 l ternati ves to Wes tern cap i ta li sm among ver y many i Thi r 

Wor l d l eaders and their peoples o The Falkl ands cr;~sip µas we kened 
~ -,.~le.-(\), ~l C. 

the erican po s ition i L t i n Amer ica: rl has also weaken e t he ovi e 

~ hi nese , nd th 
~ e gener 1 c omm i st position i n the '.l'hi rd V: orldo 

Goodnighto 



The 1982/ 83 Budget Debate (2): 
a) The Dsngers of the Numbe~s Game 
b ) Squandering t he Peopl e ' s Goodwill 

- ""Rf p: ' g 1 ' t Cid IU!t fl Pi i & Li C 3 • 8 -

E vS COMIVIEN-'.£ Y 
For broadcast on Friday 
Apri l JO , 1982 , 6.lOpom 

Good evening : The 11982/ 83 Bi>dget Debate conti nued i n Parliament 
rou"gghl y 

this week wi th spee ches from Mr o Seymour Mul lings , who spoke for/ 

i ve hours as Mr . Seaga had done last week ; Mr o Dougl as Vaz 9 who 

spoke for r oughly four hours (or hal f of an eight - hour worki ng day) ; 
abou t 

and , yesterday , Mr ~ Michae l Manley , · who also spoke for/ four hours o 

So , speaki ng t i me i n this year ' s Budget debate adds up to eighteen 

hours s o f ar , and it don ' t done ye to Was the substance of what was 

said r ea ly wor t h all t hat amount of time ? I thi nk the poli t ic ians 
& party di ehar d fana tic s 

/ wi ili l say ye s bu t I am equally sur e that mos ordi nary peopl e will 
a most wor r yi ng 

say noo .Anyway , one of t he mos t striking/ thi ngs to c ome ou t of t he 

debate thus far , for me at least, i s the ser i ou d nger of the 

destr ucti on of public confi den c e by t he way i n whi ch t he politicians 

are playi ng the political numbe r s gameo L st we ek Mr. Seaga u sed 

numbers to show how well the econ omy had perfor med i n 1981; yesterday 

Mr o Man l ey used numbers to challenge that clai m and to show tha t 

the economy h ci not performed al l t hat we 1 in 1981. Mo t peopl e 

just do not have all the i nformation ne cessary to sort out the f acts 

from t he self- servi ng po l iti cal f ic t i on i n this confusing An d confli c 

- i ng ou t pouri ng of numberso It is like bl inding the peopl e wi th 

numbers; and that , i n the l ong run, may turn out t o be no t such a 

smart po l itical mov e after 11 . Most peopl e want to fee l , h t ~heir 

l eaders a.re te l l i ng t hem the truth , especi a l ly about as i mport nt 

mater ao the true tate of their nati on 1 econ omy; they do no t want 

to be blin ded an d confused -by the numbers 0 If th ey cannot bel i eve in 
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t he t ru th of wha t their leaders te l l t hem , theie wi ll be a mas s ive . ' 

a 
lo s s of confi den ce followed by/general rnistru s t 9 whi ch would creat e 

·ust abou t t he worst so ci a l and politi c 1 cli mate poss i ble for an y 

effort to really move t he country forwardo In f r ee and open societies 
is dependant f' 

progre s/«H~R]{OC mu h more/on public confi den c e i n national leadersh~ 

than it is in di c t a torsh i ps and close d so cieti es o An d no t te l l i ng 

the people all the truth 9 a l l the t i me , or usi ng numbers to bli nd 

and confuse them i nevi t ably leads to l oss o publi c confi dx'en ce o I t 

does not really matter wha t t he moti es ar e , when peopl e fee l they 

hav e been mi sin f 6rmed or misl ed , t hey l ose confi den c e nd refuse t o 

be l iev e anything t he next t i me around , even t he t ruth o Thi s is t he 

danger. d you1 know something , 

up to now , and it m y sti il be , 

been , 
I thi nk that t hi s governmen t hasj 

i n the un i que position of being 

able to tell the J ma ican people t he unvarnished t ruth about the 

J 2maican economy and still be sure of public upport: t he people , 

i rrespective of party , want the economy turned aroun d ; they wan t t h e 

government ' s economic polic i e s to succ eed , for Jamaica ' s s ake o I t 

remi nds me a bit of 1973 , aft er t he energy cri it s f i rst hi t us; a l l 
or most 

/ J 8maic an were willing to make any s acri f i ce to deal with the crisis~ 
public 

The government of the day sqa\yn dered th t mas i ve/ goodwill and 

wi l lingness to sacr i f i ce in politi c a l showmanshipo 'rha t may have been 

' t he fir st , almo i percepti bl e turn in g poi nti 9 i n t he for -'-u.ne s of 
1liz_ '?N'? 

t hat governrnento Li ke all par t i es in power, } ~ eerned to forget th t 
I-- and 

the e ectorate r eserve the r i ght to change it rni nd,/i t behaved as 
ma l 

thou gh it wer e i n power forever . There ar e/si gns of th . s ame sort of l 
-it.J- ~~ ~c-wt-, ~IC..~ cJl.. ~'\u.A? J ~ . ~~~ !W 

t hi ng eveloping now. I U ilaa a for-J-!#J:r -c are l ess comt e¥)~ t +a on e govern 
_, ~ ,-

-tl1lent Minister • te l 6 s ther e is no rug shor&age and ~ another 
•. ,,c.. 

+..- .r-' -J 1:: tl l I H D,.. l "l • 
.¥If"' tell u the drug hortage wi ll soon end • 1 ug,r"' t.X:l::lLt];;a.gs 

11tu-. M&IA,~ ~ s~~ e ~ ·M ~ ~ ~ eg ~ 
I thought Mr . Seymour Mulli ngs came ne r est t o levelline; with the -

J2mai c peopl e in this week ' s segment of the deba t e . And th.e 

J ama ican e l ector ate , let ~ fo r get , kno s i t s ovn ka interests 

best in both shor t and !_ong a s 9 anp_ i t i s ma 1 :..'e 

pragma ti c enough to k 'N how£ t ~ pr ote._c_t _ _ ..;;;:::;;,;~.;._...---s- 0_......!.. _ _. 

-------



NEWW COMMENTARY 

The Falkl and Cris i s : 
Britain Retakes South Georgi a -
What are the Implicati ons? 

For broadcast on /1onday 
Apri l 26 , 1982 , 6.lOp . m 

Good even i ng: . What has up to now been call ed the Falkl nds cri i s 
British 

appears to be movi ng to a climax o Yesterday , /ixitk~ force s stormed 

and re- took the Falkl ands Dependency of South Georgi a , whi ch 

Arggn tine fo rces had occup'ied shortly after their i nvasion of the 
l it tle over 

Falkl ands/three weeks agoo Reports are tha t it took the Briti sh 
; 

somethi ng over t wo hours to regain con t ro l of South Georgi a and 

raise t he Bri t ish flag once more o In the process they damaged an 

Argentine submari ne so badl y that it had to be scuttled 9 and they 

took 200 Argentine prisoners o Lon g after t he Br iti sh s a i d they had 
and the P..r&entine soldiers there had surrendered 9 

retaken South Georgi a/the Argentine Government conti nued issui ng 

commurjiques whi ch reported f i er ce figh ting and hero i c re si stance o 

The trouble with this kind of mis l eading i nformation i s that when 

the people f i nally find out the truth of what happened they are 

like l y to turn agai nst those who h~~ misi nformed them , whether the 

mi s i nformati on was del i berate or no to Anyw y , South Georgi a is now 

f i r ml y i n British hands end will be used as a Briti sh for~ard base 
mil i:tary 

an~ stagi ngi:Ji:g area for further/operati ons , i f t he dipl omati c effort 

of t he U. S. continue to bear :bo fru i t o To get some idea of the si ze • 

of South Georgia , thi nk of a l and area only lightly ess than 

Trini dad without Tobago; or , if you prefer , an area a little over 

e i ght times t he size of Barbadoso The big di ffer#c"e i s tha t the 
' 

weather is f i ercely cold with mountains perman ntl y covered i n ic e 

and snow and bitter winter storms : wlimter t here is when it i s summer 

t ~x here; Find winter there is fast ' so what-approaching r i ght now 
ever the Brjtish have to do 9 whether to settle i n their troops for 
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a long blockag e oft e Flaklan ~ or to build up t he i r forc es for 

a massi ve assault , t h ey have to move fairly qui ck lyo Thi s , I suspect 
re 

is one reason why they did no t put off the/taking of South Georgi a 

until today ' s meeti ng of the OAS in, Washington ¥a'w there can be 

no doub t anywhere in Lati n Ame r ica about Bri t i n ' s determi nati on to 

end the Argentine occup tion , which t he UoN. Security Council has 

itself cond:8:mlile d as the real ct of a k e ssion o For the OAS to try 

and brand Britai n the aggressor at today ' s me eti ng woul d be to g o 

counter t o t h ~t Se curity Council resolution as well as to go counter 
i tself 

to t he U ted Na tions Charter/which says t ha t any country c an defend 

its occupi ed territory wi thout de cla r ing war and wi thout be in g 

bran ded the aggressor I expect a ma j ori ty i n the OAS to c ondemn 

Br i tain; I do not expec t man y, i f any , Lati n American c oun t ries to 

go to war on behalf of Argentina. But wha t i f some are foo l hardy 

enough to do s o? It i s cle r now t hat t he Re agan admini stratio 

c ann ot for much longer sustai n i t s so- c lled ' evenhanded ' atti tude 

over this ma t t er: t he Amer ic an peopl e , as well as its own loba l 

geopolitica l i n terests jus t will not a low it. So America wi ll do 

every t h i ng in its power to ensure l ittle or n o mi l i tary backi ng for 

Argenti a . Indeed , if t he rgenti es persi st in i gnori ng the Securi t: 

Council c all to wi thdraw as a pre-co di t i on for r enewed negoti ation, 

over t h e F lkl nds , probably un der U. N. auspices , Americ a will e 

f orced , in any stepped up fight i ng , to side with t he Bri tish. Thi s 

would c ertai nly ~ h up the curren t Re agan policy i n Lati n Amer i ca 

gener a lly , and in parti cular t h e poli cy o f using t he Argen t i nes as 

p r t of a concerted dr ive to des troy t h e poli t ica l l eft in Centr 1 

Ameri ca; but it wou ld keep int c t, nd probably str engthen t e ~, 

NATO a llian c e. So the U. S. is boun d to l ose i nfluence , wh ~ v ' i 
happe~1l~d better to l ose influen ce amon g the sma l l ban of~ iy i~ n in l ~ rope an d _ the . r est of t he worl d ~ The re ~lly tricky p~r t i s 

ke ep whatever fight i n g t here i s locali s ed and non - nuclear . Goodni , 



L9~~/83 Budget Debate Opens 

NEW COMMENT Y 
For bro 8 dcast on Friday 
Apri l 23 ~ 1 982 1 6 ol0p . m 

Good evening: Pri me Mi nister Seaga es open i ng speech i n the 1982/ 83 

Budget Debate was a most i nteresti ng and , at t i mes , i mpr e ss i ve 

combi n t i on of har dnosed fisca and economi c r e ali sm, attempts at 

dari ng n ew ways of tac kling ol d soc i al probl ems 9 some i mpor tan t 
banaaucratic 

so c ial and/iR~i:.s:~act±xR adjustment , some u pbeat pr o j ec tion s and 

fore casts , some par ti san po li ticki ng , a ll endi ng wi th a k i nd of 

mora crusader ' s erv our o It was l ong , runn i ng to near l y f i ve hours 
live and 

which was carr ied/in full on both radi o stati ons and on televi s i ono 

I suspe ct that i n the end the very ength of the speech t ende d to 

de t rac t somewhat from its i mpact . After abou t an h our or an hour-a.rlrl-
mos t 

a - hal f / i ~~ li steners ' or viewers I c oncentrati on begi ns to flag; 

attention is not as sharply focussed ; sometimes the mi nd gr ows numb 

and hears the word withou t taki ng them ino Teacher s and university 
ro.. -r~ 1 J~ ~,..,_ : 

lecturer s know all aboutJ.,:..~ : whi ch is why the be s t teachers are 

not very l ong- wi nded o It i s a parti cu l ar probl em wi th poli t i ci ans 

of both parties who tended to behave as though mor e i s be t ter o Now 

that 11 the mai n speaker s i n our Budget debat es a r e g i ven total 

and satur t i on c overage byte electr onic medi a i t mi ght be wi se 

for tho e speakers to arri ve at some sort of understandi ng among 

themse l ves to try and avo i d verbal overkillo Sure l y t hey do not 

want to t a l k until peopl e 
~n~ •· 

t op listen i ng 9 or turn the 

'if .f :e::sk o u t r o i~yway , I found some of the hum.:mn and soc i 1 con c ern s 
we lcome. 

behi nd the numbers most/±Mi:e:x R.s:.t:blrg Raising the monthl y amoun t to 

a ll government pension ers to a mi n i mum of $100 per month i s parti­

cularl y import an t o I thi nk we need to poi nt out that t h i s does no t 
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pension s 
appl y to N. Io o pensioners, even though t heir/are also pai d by the 

µJ 
government : i t ap lies only to peopl ekhad been government servants 

and who had r e tire d on pension from the government serviceo So , 

please , no need for unn ecessary confusion or false hopes hereo The 

new mi n i mum $100 a month (not a week) is on l y fo r retired government 

ser vants who are on government pension o Then t here is the Human 
Employment offer r eli ef 
RR:S!.l[lllX~R and Resource 'l'rai n i ng :f1lan whi ch wi ll/:w.}nt str a i ght tax/x.erl: 

i ncentives to employers who take part i n the schemeo The conc ept i s 

exci t i ng and coul d be one i mportant answer to the har d pr oblem of 

those of our young pe ople who f i n i sh secondary school and then f i nd 

that there are no jobs for themo Youth unemployment i s critica l 

and I hope this scheme wi l l succ eed and he l p to ease i t o I hope 9 too , 
and structural 

thet s omewher e i n the t axa t i on/adjustments that were menti oned , some 

a ttention will be paid to what has l ong str uck me as an odd and 

gros s pi ece of unfairness which amounts almost to an i njustic e o I 

am thi nki ng of an aspect of the Nati ona Housing Trust which i s 

finan c ed by compul sory payr oll deduc tion s ., There are peopl e paying 
l evel~ 

Na tional Housing Trust whose income s are be low the miniumum/.illr«JruE:R 

se t by t he Trust for parti c:ppation i n its allo tmen ts: i n other wor ds j 

they pay i n t o the t rust but the l eve l of the i r i ncome disqual i fies 

t hem from any benefit o Thi s , I thi nk , i s the economic vari a tion of 

t axati on without representati on o I thi nk i t is wrong , mor ally wrong , 
or any l ow pa i d worker 

fo r an offi ce maid or a messenger/ to have to contribute to the build-

i ng of h mme s for peopae in h i gher i ncome bracke ts from whi ch they 

themselves are di squali f i ed . Let the minimum i ncome set by the Tr s t 

for partici pat i on in its schemes be the leve l at whi ch NoHT . deductior 

are made . Sto p the i nequity of bui l di ng house for the bet ter off 

with t he oney of the poor whose l ow i ncome~ s used to 1~qua&itfy 

t hem o Tha t , I suggest , is one directi on for any new morali t yu 

Go odn i gh t ,. 



1) Ups rge in Gu Ki lings 
2) Fa lkland cr·sis : Ameri ca ' Dilem a 
3) Zi rr..babwe : 2nd Anniversary . 

JEWS COl\/IlVIEN Tl\ Y 
For broadcast on Monday 
April 1 9 , 1982 , 6 ~10p . m 

Good even in g: Seven eople , among them a poli ceman and a woman 

Crown witness i n a urder case , were ki lled over this past weekend ., 

On T e day of la t week six peopl e , a mother and her three children 

and their two frie n ds were k i lled i n th e areik area. These were 

r epor tedly gun killings : a total of 1~ gun kill i ngs i n the space 

of roughl y six d y s . This is a depressin g upsurge i n a trend we 

had hoped was going downo md just as depressing are some of the 

more i mpor tant responses fr om the society to these gun - k i l i ngso 

It is relatively s i mple when gunmen and g ang ter s are k i l l ed by the 

police i n shoot- outs: we would want to b .c k the police i n a l l such 

cases; but there are disturb irj g doubts be c ause we are 
Q. 

ot always sur1 

t h t we are bei ng t ol d the who l e t ruth about a ll thes~ shoot- outso 

Perhaps the best way to dea with t he se disturbi ng and growi ng 

doubts a n d orr i e o would be for there to b special legal machinery 

s et up , with i n the Depar tment of the DPP , for qui ck , automati c 

in quir i ng i n to .11 such repor ts of shoot- ou t s 9 and , in dee d into a ll 
wher e 

cases/wkRMR::i.tR guilty or wante person s are k i l le d instead of bei ng 

brou ght before the c our t s . At pres ent the t i me- gap etwe en any such 

killing and n i nquest is far too lon . And it is not good for the 
and psyc hologic a l • • thi sense 

oc i al/heal t h of the soci ety that/fiJR:Xlf of un ea e about these 

k i lli ng should c on t inue to fester. It undermin e s public con f idence 
in the r u le of law 

/ and i t feed s the i mpul se to lawl essne s , especi a l y among the 

ghett o you t h . An d h ow can we expe c t y future witness to murder 

from , s Y, Moon l ight Ci ty t o come forwa r d and te l l wh t he or he 

saw and heard after the killing of that Crown witness ? The there 
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are the prob l e \4(,s create d by o r soc i al and poli t i ca culture which 

i nve s ts some l i ves with more v a l e than others., The ki l l i ng of a 

paf; ty poli tic?l a c tivi s t u 'Ual ly pff;-WBk~i1a0 fi.eirt;eP~t t~i ghteous 

in dignation and deman df, for justi ce which are sa dly l a ck i ng if t he 

kille d person is from the opposin g party or is of no known politi cal 
taki ng of the 

connec t i on . The/ l ive s of ghet t o youth rarel y ruffl e~ the upper 

s ec t ion of t he socie t y in the way the tak i ng of t he l i f e of one 

middl eclass you t h from a we l l-kn own family would . An d i t seems to 

me that as long as we NllDCR i gnore , or p l ay down , or g lo s s over these 

forqes which are a t work in the so c i ety , we will go on havi ng the 

k i nd of gun killings of t h i pas t we ekend , no matter how much we 

scream terroris t and subversi on or how much we spend on security ., 
c...,J.~~ 

Th ere .ar e profoun d socio- politi c al , lega l r nd s tra i ght human righ t s 

aspec t s to security which we ignore at our c ollec t i ve peri l -o On t e 

internati on a l s cen e the .American di lemma deepen s as the showdown 

bE?twe en :Sri t a.i n and Argenti na draws closer . If Mro Haig canno t come 

up with s ome thi ng a ccep t able America wi l l soon have to choose s i des 

if fighti g breakij ou t , no matter on how l i mi ted a scale o , If she 

i de s wi th :Br itain her entire Lati n Ameri c an p olicy wil c oll apse i n 

a .shambles; :i,f sh e sides with Argenti na he might as well forget a l l 

abou t NA O and t he We::stern alliance; i f she tr i e s to stay neutr a in 

any smc h figh ting , s he might a s wel l for get a bout world l eadershi p , 

for n ei ther Europ e nor LA t i n Ameri c a wi l l pl a c e muc h store on tha t 

le ader shi p an d the Sov iets woul d want t o step i nto the v acuurn o ', _ ich 

is why t h e Sovie ts are now tryi n g to m ke mis chie f over the Fal k l ands~ 

11.'ha. t i s the American di lemma and why Mro Ha i g is tryi ng so desperatel~ 

fo r a pea c e f ul se ttlemen to And finally and briefly , Zi mbabwe ce lebrat· 
"e. 

ed the 2nd nn· i ndependen ce yesterday wi t h an i mpres s i i i v r s ary of its / 
10% per annum grow t h rate, the prom i se o f s till h " min i mum wage 
r t s d f . i gher 

e an a reeze on rents and prices; all of which speak l ouder 
than t h e loudest poli ti c a.l r a h t oric o Go odnigh to 



1 ) A Que s tion of soJt'eignty : 
The Ba j an Exampl e 

~) Wn ow. F• E J :±)Jliic ½£ '. f.e ·; ] I 21 

NEWS CON!1Y[ENTARY 
Fdr broadcas t on Fri day 
Apri l 16 9 1982 , 6 ol 0pom 

Good even i ng : 
past ten days or so 

Bar bados t h ~ ~ W:RRk bec ame , f or many of us , a k i nd 

of s ymbol of peopl e de ter mi nedly ho l di ng on t o t he i r nati onal 

s over e i g#ty o The Bar bados Advocate- News was t he firs t to make 

public wha t i t de scr ibed as t he ' obno xio s behavi our • toward 

l oca l j our na l ists of the se cur i t y men who l ook d after President 

Reagan duri ng hi s r e cen t Cari bbean visi t o I n J amaica there had 

be en s ome angry and at t i mes bi t t er t a l k abou t the same t hi ng , but 
i n private an 

it had been/confin e d to Jamai can j ourn al ists End the f ew non-

journali sts who had witne s sed wha t happen e do But unti l Joy Scott ' s 
publ i c l y 

column i n thi s morn i ng r s Dai l y News , we have behav d/as t hough 

nothi ng ba had happened o There was no neww report 9 no editoria l 
-

commen t t o hi n t a* any ' obnoxi ous behavi our ' o On y that pi cture of 

RJR 1 s Les t er Hi nds ' t ape- r e corder be i g exami ned by an America 

securi t y man while other J amaicans wai t ed their t ur n to be ·so 

exami n ed,o And that, by i tse l f, was no big t hing , exc ept for the 

f act tha t a f ore i gn agen t , albeit op a very special oc ca i on , was 

ffrisk i n g ' J amai can journ lists i n t heir own np,tive Jamai ca . 

Now , I f rankl y do no t t hi nk tha t the ma i n bur den of t he criticism 

s houl d be directed at t he American secur i t y men however much we 

may deplore t hei r bad manner nd the r c ism r eportedly .shown by 

some of them ; bad manners and r aci sm are no exclhsi ve to .Ameri cans 

onl y ; we have our own fai r share~ The poi n t i s tat this is J mai ca , 

not Ji..me r i ca. . d regard and r eppe c t f or Jamaican sen sibili t i e s i s 

on e i mpor t ant way of showi ng respe c t for Jamaican sovere ignty 0 One 
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of t he k y respon sibili g es of t o se in char ge of Jamaican aff a ir s 
~t,S. ~ ~ 

is to en ure that t ll our visi tors , no mat t er how i mportant or how 

hwnble , at'all t i me s so respec t for that sov er e ign t yo For i nstance 

w re those er i can security men br • e fe d on t e Jamai can medi a? 

Wer the y gi ven any gui de l i .es on how to deal with Jamaican 

journal ists? Duri ng the i fr i ski ngs ' w i ch are necess ry for 

ecuri ty purpo es , did they have standi ng besi de t hem as the Jamai ca1 

symbol of authority , a Jamai can s ecuri ty man or a Jamaican govern­

ment media off icial? In the e small ways , i n our own in terest a s 

well as i n the i teres t of the visitor s , some of the ugliness , 

some of the ' obnoxi ou s behavliiouri could have be en r emoved from 

wh twas i n most other respect~a h i ghl y success ul occasion o Those 

of us who ar e not i deo l ogic a l fanati c of e • t her t he poli t i cal 

r i ght- wing or the political leftwing , those of u who are not 
want to avo rli d 

JLP or PNP zealots , naturally/i NXRNixwaNi do i ng or sayi ng anythi ng 

that mi ght di sturb t he pr e sent good r e l ati ons between Jamaica 

House and the 

ri de on tho s e 

t h4 Barb do s 

American Whi te Hou s e ; J amaic a ' e c_.9{! 0~1i c -:ru:.,ospec t 
I~ ~ Ao &..JJt. ~ 1{.;.f> ~ ·<" 

goo d r elati on s o[ Perhaps thi s is why we lef t it t o 

Advo ca t e-News to bri ng thi s un pleasa t aspect of the 

Re gan vi s i t to publi c a t tentiono We , after 11, o have so much ruor c 
pr e e i se l y 

to l oa..-e/because we have so much mor e to gai n o But i s th t r eall y 

all of i t? I s t i l remember how i n the very fir s t f l ush of the 

1980 electoral l andsli de victory , a pre s s conference fo r fore ign 

journali ts at J e a i ca House was only ope ed to ocal j ournali sts 

after bi tter prote to We canno t and we must no expect other s t o 

show or respect and regard for o r own 
whi ch 

amaic aµ instituti ons/ikllDlr 
are the is i bl e 
WRXOCNXNKX~a i XR:Z. ymbols of Jamaic an sovereign t y , than we o ourpe i veE 

~ ~~~ 
Thi s we k , 8 Baj an exampl e made me wonder if we " r ea l y Jbre l-. j/Af'T;r i3:I, 

Jamaican nati o a l s over~ i gnty, or is i t a ll a matter of dollars & 
c ents? Goodn i ghto 



1) Falkland update: An .American Dilemma 
2 ) Dangers of Political emonology 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broa dcast on Monday 
Apr il 1 2 , ·1982 , 6 o Op . m 

Good even i ng : And I hope you have had a very happy and peaceful 

Easter weekend o For tho·e of us who live up i n t he h i lls it was 

dry and parched wi t h little or n o water most of t he time ; tree s 

qua ille d , grass s hrive lled and t urne d br own ; young pl ant s wi ther ed 

and di ed ; seedl in gs did not g erm i nate; h illside l and l ooke d bar e 
dry 

and b l eak ; nd the/ driv ing wind made t h i s worseo S all peasant 

farme r s endured the br unt of all thi s wi t h stoi c ism and kep t on 

nursing and p l ant~ n d h op i ng and prayi ng t hat rain would c ome o I t 
.L 

was a par ti cularl y har d Easter fo r t he small farm ers up i n · the hills 

• this year o . We mu st h ope the rain wi l l s oon come o The pol itic a l 

world outside s eemed n o less bleak thi s Easter o The Falkl ands cr i s i s 

c ontinues · to dom i nate the news , wi th American Se cretary of State 

Hai g n pw b2ck in London f rom Argen t ina with s o far undi sclosed new 

i deas for solving the crisis . :But it has been let out t hat t he 

Arg entines would be pr epared t o set tle for t a k s i f the i r for c es 

of occupation are r ep l aced by a peace- keeping forc e o f U. S o and 

Latin American s oldi ers and their f lag was allowed to con t inue to 

f ly over t he Fa lands. This is a very t ricky Argentine move whi ch 9 

a k in d of 
i f t he :British wer e to a c cep t it , would amount to/recognition of 

the vali dity of the Argentin e clai m to the Falkl ands o I cannot 

my£e ilif s e e the :British agreeing to is flag bu sin ess ; and I am sure 

Mr . Hai g c ou d have had no i l us i on that t h e . Bri tish would agre eo 

Sa there h a. to be s omething else , s ome fal l-back po i t i on whi c h 

would allow the Arg entines to withdr aw wi t hou t t ao great a loss of 

' face ' . erhaps the fl g t h i ng will be dr opped - if :Bri t a i n agrees 
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to some so-called neutral force being stationed on the Falklandso 

In t h t event t he flag tningft would have been a useful headli ne 

grabbi hg stalking- horse , and ,by dro p n it the Argentines could 

appear to be ' reasonable ' and willi ng to compromise o Hitler , some 

of you may remember:- , was the one who developed the t echn i que;s of 

grabbi ng other people ' s lands and. then maki ng ' reasonable ' demandso --- • 
However ,\ this rna.t .ter is fina ly worked ou t, and the Argentines ound 

less belicose . than they di d last week 9 .a very i rnportan t American 

i ntere st i s elso at stake , though not much is being said about ito 

Si nce the econd world war Britain has been the UqSo ' s closest , 

mot loyal and most dependable all y o She has backed and defended 

American· polic-i es and positi ons even when she doub t d the wi sdom 

of some U. So po• i t ions $ Indeed , t he g:rea.t Charles DeGaulle kept 

Bri tai n out of the Eu~opean Common ~ ket for a long time precisely 

be cause he was c onvi nced that Bri tain ' s fi rst l oyalty was , and would 

continue to be to the United States , rather than to ~uropeo B t what 

i f t ha t loyalty i s seen not to be rec~ proc ate~? Mr o Hai g was report­
a:ae 

ed as sayi ng the Ameri cans are not t aki ng si de s but r ather/trymng 
t heir 

to settle a di spute betweep two of/NRt friends o Doe s i t matter that 
in the wr ong and is 

one of the 'fr i en ds ' i s/a harsh mili tary dictatorshi p which has 
~ resort to the use of for ce and the other is the ol des t and still 

one of the , mo?t i~bera 
to be a re a sonable 

at dos seem 
democracies i n the worl d?/~aRxx±±XIXa±±Rx 

x~~±x ±NRXNMR as sumption i s t ha t the Bri t i h may .~ot , after thi 

affair, be quite as ' bli n dl y ' loyal to their American all y_ as t hey 

have be en i n the p t, and that may turn ou t to be n o t i n Ameri ca ' s 

best lon g- term interes to I suspec t t hat one rea on for this i s the 
~ 

current AmericanLindul gence i n a ki nd of political d .onol ogy o The 
Q. 

oommun ists are t he demons who must be driven o~ t 9 whe r ver they a~ 
~ J&~ -~,;1s~ntines will he l p to drive O t th d . eric 
'A~ ~~- , emon s in Central a J.. e price of this br d of demonology comeS' very hi gh in de ed

0 

f \ M Goo dni,gh t 0 



The Falkl and Is l and s Crisi s 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
Apr i l 5 , 1~82 , 6o l 0p . m 

Goo d evenin g : Bri tai n 's Forei gn Secretary , Lord Car rington , re s igned 

f rom Mrs . Marga.re t Thatch r 's gove r nment ear lier t oday be caus e of 

Argentina ' s i nvasion and oc cupation of t he Briti sh Fal kl and Isl ands 

l a s t Fri day . Br i tai n had sus t a i ne d a humilia t i ng s e tba ck and s ome 

poli t i ca l hea d~ ha to r oll. So Ca.rring ton wen t and , wi t h him , t wo 

other less er fi gures on the poli t ic a l s i de of the Fore i gn Office o 

But why not als o Mrs. Thatcher? Af ter al l, she bear s over all poli t i cE< 

r e s pdmsibili ty for t he managemen t of Bri tish a f fairs , both at h ome 

an d abroa d ; s o why not her? The mai n reason , I thi nk , is that her 

re signation would have precipi ta.te d a cr i~i s of a different and 

lar ger dimensi on for Bri tain. Ther e is no on e within the Briti sh 

Conservative P rty a t presen t of su ch stature and au t hori t y as to be 

abl e t o easily and qui ckl y tak~ over the Pri me Mini s tershi p , as was 

t he case when Win s t on Churchill t ook over the warti me Pr i me Mi n i ter-­

shi p f ro Nei'ille Chamberlain i n 1940 . So 11r s. Thatcher has t o s tay 

and Carri ngton, her key non- electe d ~i"enior Cabi ne t Minister had t o 
naval 

go ; but only after the Bri t i sh/ Ta sk Force had be en assemble d and 
\~/ ~ '),O'tr() ~ ~ l 
'lfe.s a ready on i ts way to the Fa l kl and Islan do/:.. Thi s way , 'n o matter 

what happened i n si e Britai n , t he political and mi l i tary signal s to 

the outsi de orld were clear and unrunb i g o s o Br i ta i n woul d repossess 

the oc cupi ed Fal kland Isl ands by fo rc e i f ne ce sary ; and Argenti na 

would have all of a fo r tn i gh t mm steadi l y mounti ng psychij l ogical 
a l l 

pressur e i whi ch to consider/ t he like l y cone uen c e of last Fr i day 1 1 

er< ~ .,ls,e.o:(. I a.-~ C-~1 
forceful occupation . Under the United Nati on Charter Bri t a i n J e an 

d~fend i t s oc cupied terrimory wi thou t declar i ng war and without 
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being branded the aggres :c; or o Indeed , the U .No Security Council was 

already behind Britain in having over the weekend c alled on 

Argentina.to abandon its oc cupati on o The Argentine ' s military rulers 

were bitter l y di sappoin te d when no- one among the Permanent Members 

vetoed that Security Counci l resolution; for some reason best known 

to t hemselves they seemed to have assumed that the Soviet Union would 
w,.... 

cast la veto; instead , both the Sovlil lil t s Bnd China abstained o So now 

Argenti na has called for an urgent meeti ng of the Organisation of 

Americ an .States , and it would be interesting to see how the OAS 

responds to what the UN Se cut~,jy Council has , in effect 9 already 

condemned as an act of aggression by Argentina . :Sut why has Argentin 
dangerously 

taken this/reckless gambl e at this time? The Fal k l ands consists of 

some 200 islands whose combi ned l and area totals 4 , 618 square mile s 9 

which is a li t tle larger than Jamaica r s land area . The prewen t 

populati on \ i s between 1 9 800 and 2 , 000 peopl e all of Briti sh descent 
~ ~ ~ l ~06 .,- lc..J- ~ 

whose ancestors went to t~e l islands from the United Kin gdom more 

l' ·than 1 50 years .ago o· · There ~ no t 1and there never has been, an 

i ndigenous native populati on from Argentina or anywhere else; so the 

sheep farming and cattle raising descendants of the :Sri tish are the 

only F~lklanders; and they are determina dly British in allegi nce o 

The French first establi shed a colony there in l 764 ; the Briti sh 

establi shed their fir.st settlement ·the.ir i n 1766 ., In 1 767 t ne French 

sold their settl ement to Spain fo r agou~ 24 , 660 poun ds sterli ngo The 
r.' . 

Spa\ nish expelled the :Sr~tish settlers i n 1770 , and this nearly led 

to \ war between Britai n and Spain but the matter was f i nally settled 

by BBgotiati on and the Spanish ' repu di a ted their v i olent enterprise t 

and returned the se ttlement to the British . When Argentina bee me 

i n ddpendent of Spai n in 1816 it c a i med the F'alklandsa.s part of its 

t err itory even tho-nu &"._h the :Sri ti?h had 1een.:..~ 1;h~ ~ !.~li¥ ~t£1eJ. . 
ev~n. t he Spani ard~ Tt~ i ~ e 1tl~r otrj ctto to ay ' s nucT ear age s 
crisi so And t ha"t , un l ~s ~ we a:re . careful , i .&, how nuclear war may ' ;t.:: r t . 

~ '-.,.,-..Q,._ ~~ ~l -,~i--.IJ>' 



1) Caricom & Reagan Plan 
2) Centra l Am erican Update 
3) The Problem of Inflating Expec t ati ons 

NEWS COMME TARY 
For broadc~st on Friday 
April 2 , 1982 , 6ol0po m 

Good evening: The For eign Mini s te r s of the members states of t he 

' Caribbean Comrr:un i ty , Cari com , met i n Bel4 ze over the pas t couple 

of days to talk mainly about American Presi dent Ronald Reagan r s 

recently .announced proposals of assi stance t o Central America and 

the Caribbean., In the event , the Cari com Foreign Ministers welcome d 

the Reagan proposals, albeit with some serious reservati ons o They 

were not happy that the Re agan Pl an k{L(lf no spec i f i c proposals for 

support to such i nter-government i nsti tutions as the Caribbean 

Deve l opment Bank or , i ndeed , Caricom i t s elfo And they did not feel 

that the propo sed level of development assistan ce for both the more 

developed as well as the le s s developed Caricom courjtries was 
i nfra- structural 

sufficientl y l arge to lay the/basis for increased pri vate sector 

activi ty o But they di d thi nk that , all these shortcomings notwwth­

standi ng , the Reagan Plan woul d make a positive contribution t o 

development i n the r egi on a Thi s i s no t 9 of course , t h e s ame fulsome­

ness with which Jamai c a '' s Pr i me Mi ni s ter welcome d the Reagan Plan 

when it was first announ ce d o And I t hink the reason is understandable. 
u.s. 

If you look at the breakdown of the additi onal/aid of $3 50- million 

f or the current financial yea r you will see that while El Sal~ador 

was to rece ived $128- mi lli on , Costa Rica (with a population roughly 

the same s ize as Jamaica ) $70- million 9 J amaica $50- mill i on 9 Honduras 

(po pul ati on over 3 million ) $35- million , the Eastern Car i bbean wi ll 

share the sum of $10- milli on . If you i nclude Tri n i dad and obago 
Engli sh- speaki ng 

an d Guyana i n a tally of th IE t then you come up wi th e as ern Cari bbean 

a- popul ati on of just a little over 3-mill i on people residing in 
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some e l even territ or i eS 9 having to share $1O- rnilli on out of that 

additi on a l aido An d that avergges out at somethi ng less than a 

mi'lli on do.l lar s apiece . It i s an i ndi cati on of a maturi ng realism 

t hat the Eastern Caribbean members of Caric om have not sdreamed 

and shou t ed at the obvious inequities of t h e aid package" It i s ~ 

after a ll, Americ-a ' s money and aid to gi ve or to wi thold , dependi ng 

on what i s i mportant to Amer ica and on her percep t ion of her own 

i nter es t s o For instan c e , the Domin ic an Republic with .• some f i ve 

mi ll i on peopl e also gets on l y $1O- million of the addi ti onal a i d ; 

t h ere are no gueri llas i n the Domin i c an Republic and J·uan Bosc h ' s 

so cialists have l ong s i nce been subdued o Whi ch bri ngs us to the 

questi on of what happens now in El Sal vador - and in deed in all of 
followi ng 

Centr al Ameri c a - after the r igh t wi ng vi c tory/:m: last Sundey ' s 

ele c tions o The Amer icans are now s c rani bling desper ate l y to s&li'11itge 

what they can of the Duar t e lRnd r eform and human r i ghts programmes 

which they used as justifi ·ca t i on to t h e American people for the i r 

a i d to El Sa l vador o If ·the now e l ec~ r all y legimimmsed r i ghti s t 

l eaders can be persuaged to at least pay l i p- servi ce to those 

programmes the aid to El Salvador and the war agai nst t he left 

c ould be c on t inued o If not , the chaos may s pread and the a l t ernati ve 

may be an AmeTi c an ' adventure ' i n Nicaraguao There are already some 

disturbing repor ts of t h e possi b i lity of such an ' adven'ture ' o 

And looki ng i nward at our own domesti c affai rs , t h ere is a str~ ely 

c ontradic tory mood abroad i n the land o On the one hand we are to l d 

how well things are go i ng : tourism is boomi ng; investmen t f i gures 

sound good and make b i g headlin es ; job prospec ts are grow i ng ; pr i ces 

are be i ng held and goods are on the shelveso On the other hand J 

t h ere i s a mo o d of depres s ion and frustrat i on" Life is di fficu l t and 

i s getting more di f f icul t for very ~ very many peopl e Q Somehow our d. 9 
leaders mus t stri ke a balan c e between t h eir opti mi sm and the sprea i n 
moo d of fru str ati on o Goodnighto J 



El Salvador: hat Now? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcas t on. Monday 
March 29 , l 982 , 6 ol0pdm 

Good even i ng : Two thi ngs stand out sharply and clearly about yes t er­

day ' s voti ng i n El S lvador . The first i s the unexpe dtedly large 

t ur n- out of voters which se ems to have surprised even , he most 

fervent supporter s of yesterday ' s electoral process e The .American 

.Ambassador t o El Salv ador , Mr . Deane Hi n tnn , could hardly contain 
El Salvador- U. So ho ok- up 

hi s excitement at the s·i ze of t he turnout i n ear ly morn i ng/inter-

views with .American newsmen and women ; he said it would not surprise .. 

hi m i f the final tally sho a a -fmter turnout of somewhere i n the 

regi on of 600 , 000 ., · But in order to get this business of number s i nto 

some sort of perspec tive we need t o r emember that El Sa l vador h s a 

populati on of · somewhere i n the regi on of five mi l lion peopl e , of 

which only some one million , or one- fif t h of t he populati on are 
hal f a million or 

reportedly eli gi ble to voteo So reall y , the turn - out i f it is/fifty 
eli gi bl e 

pe cent of t he/voters would be just one half of one- fifth of t he 
own 

people of El Salvadoro If you contras t thi s wi th our/last general 

electi on i n which· roughly one million people out of a populati on of 

2 o2- million ~R~~iR went to t he pol~s you will ge t a c learer perspect­

ive about the numbers i nvo lvedo Really , whether i t was half a million 

or 600 9 000 , i t was a comparati vely small minori t y of El saivador ' s 

total populati on which took part i n yester e. y 9 s voting ., The turn put 

was l ow, but expectattions WEB e for an even lower turn out ~ henc e the 

present excitemento In this sense the Reagan po licy with its i ns i st-
~ 

ence l t hese electi on s has succeededo Whatever the numbers , the new 

government , when it is formed , will have the l egi timacy of havi ng 

come to power by way of the ballo t rather than the bulle t , even thougb 
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CA--;. -l-Li, Wen- ~ ?~~ ~ . 
t he ballot was i nfluenced by the bul le t And most of those who 

risked the violence of the bullet to cast their votes 9 voted be cause 

t hey were ·told that they were voti ng for pea ce and for an end to 

the violen ce 9 The coali t ion of leftwi ng groups which boycotted the 

electi ons must noz~ ..... ,deal 
~ ,~J- ~• ,v~l ec=a 

pl a ce/° And this bri ngs 

the strong showi ng made 

with t w fact that the electi ons have taken 
~ CIL T~~ /..L..Jse . 
us to the second i mportant po i nt , which i s 

by ±ME an u l tra- rightwi ng group headed by 

a former Nati ona l Guard Maj or 9 Roberto d 'Aubui sson , whanthe former 

.American Ambassador to El S lvador durin g the Carter administration 
has 

/ described as a ' psychoti c killer ' o Thi s group have received the 

se cond largest number of vote ~after Duarte •s Christi an Democrats o 

If the f i nal count does not gi ve Duarte •s party an absolute majority 

t hen d 'Aubui sson is almost certain to put together a far+.r i ght 

nee- fas ci st coaliti on to control the Consti tuent Assembly and the 

later Presidential elections to come o In that event , American poli cy 

for Central .America will be reduced to an utter shambl es , for such 

a new r i ght wi ng dic tatorshi p woul d in fact have the electoral 

l egiti macy which Washington has so painstaki ngl y l aboul to br i ng 

q.bout on behal f of Duartets civili an Christian Democrati c coali tiono 

If Duarte does get an abso l ute majox:t:,,y;J then d ' Aubuisson will be 

the powerful rightwi ng opposition leader who will try to f rustrate 

even the lmkewarm efforts at social refor m, at human rights , and 

a.t comi ng to terms wi th the socialistso The one over-ri di ng po i nt 
buy 

about Duarte gai ning power is that i t would/ga:Ye t he Americans the 

time and the 
which can 
.xi9./ eli minate 

br~ath i ng space to mount t he t ype of economic 
and exploitation 

the poverty /whic~~re at the root of Central 

pro gramme 

American 

unrest o For it is poverty and explo i tati on , not i deologic al duppi es 

whi ch are the r eal enemi es of peace a.nd t b· 1 ·t • c t a 1 1 y i n en .cal America 

And on that the votes are not yet i no Goodnight ., 



NEWS COMMENTARY 

) '11he Utiliti es & Crisis lVIanagemen t 
2 ) Central America Update 

For broadc~st on Friday 
March 26 , 1982, 6 a l0p.m 

Good evening: Thew ter cri s i s , this week , as for v ery many previouE 

weeks , continues to be a mai n topic o f local concerno 1l1he drought 

has made it worse . Larger and lar ger numbe r s of pe ople are spending 

more and more of their time either hm.nting for water or waiti ng for 

water o Some hav e to be awa k e i n the middle of t he nigh t or in the 

early hours of t ne morning in order to c a tch t h e trickle i n t heir 

pi pes and ths s store some water for the rest of the day o Others 
Most of 

have to trav e l dis tances to where t hey c an f i n d water . / t h o se who 

l i ve in t h e h i gher reaches of the h ills of St. An dr ew have not had 

a dr op of wate~ comi ng through their pi pes for at least all of 

t his weeko If t h ey have tanks t hings are not too,,{ bad ; i f t h ey don ' t 

but have cars t h ey c an always f i nd some water with c omparati ve ease . 

he real har dshi p is on tho s e who have nei t her tank s n or car~ ~kFor 

them the scr amble to fi nd a li t t le water for c ooki ng and clean i ng 

before g oi ng to work , and t hen the scramble for transport to get to 

work on time , are desperate enough o ~his de s peration is made worse 
costl y f 

by anxieti es about whe t h er t heir/cherished applian c es would s till 

be i n workin g order whe n t h ey get home from work : one or two power 
power 

ou t ages , fo l lowe d by one or two/surge~ c oul d burn out those 
i s 

appli an c e s , and t h ere/wNs no way t hey can cl a i m for suc h damage o 

An d t h i s state of crisis i n our uti liti es , an d t h i s mood of being 

i n a crisi s situa t i on by those who use t hes ~ u t ili t i esj i s no t c onduc 
grea ter c 

- ive to the/ producti vity and t h e grea t er effici en~ we all say we need 

i f t h e e c on omy is t o b e turne d around o Far too many peopl e ~~ 
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much time and energy 

far to o/~.l!lJ5F scramb ling f or essential nece s sities to be as productive . 
as they could or should b e. And given this r eality, t he v o l d.t &lity 

on t he i ndustrial relations scene becomes a ll too understandableo 

Now , the gover nmen t has wor k ed out and made publi c s ome of its 

broad s trategi es for dealin g with the crisis in the utilities . There 
are longterm plans 
tigktxg«Mx~NWRX for light and power and water and we expect t o hear 

abou t public transport before too longo But while the we l ongterm 

pl an s are being put in pla ce the need for s h ort-term crisi s manage­

ment i s acute o The public s ervi ce company i s not doing too badly a t 
short-term 

/ -cr isis management . Generall y speaki ng i t s pow-er cuts are as rational 

and equitable as possible and i t does k eep the people i nformed most 

of the timeo The same c anno t be sai d as yet for e ither water or 

publ i c tran s port. If there is some patt ern or plan to try and 
now available 

distr i bute the scarce water/w.Rxk2Jce: so t hat everybody , i ncludi ng the 
- a reasonably • 

poor , will get/a±xi.RKz± fa i ~ share, that plan has not been made 

public. An d the c haos in public t ramsport has been goin g on for far 

too long. The JLP slogan , Change without Chaos , i s a challenge t o 

t his government to provi de t h e nation wi t h better short-term cr i sis 

management i n our water and our publi c t r anspor t t han we are now 

seeing. Blame the cri s i s on Man ley if you will . Bu t you are in p ©we r 

now : and managi n g the crisis i s your responsibili ty. Everythi ng : 

our h o s t ing of the Seabed Authority~ the i nvestmen t we wan t to 
the continued expansi on of touri sm 

a ttract , t h e i ncre ased pro duc t i~i ty we wan t , /all d~pend on t h e 

provision of soun d an d adequate u tili ti e s, both now and in the future 

So short- term cr~s is managemen t must go h and-in ~h and wi t h longterm 

forward plann ing . The one will no t succeed without the oth er. 

And f i nally , and briefly ~ e lections are be i ng h eld in El Salv ador 

~ h i s weekend i n t he con te x t of a ragin g c ivil ar; a mi l i tary coup 

has j u st over t hrown the gov ernment i n Guatamala; Nicaragua told the 
~~ ~~eflaf¥ · atU.Sf. invasi9n ; and Mr o H ig s 3ys Am erica will not t a l k 

e i s s o Cuba , Nicaragua and EL Salvador. So the explosive 
Central American po t continues to boi l., Go o dn i ght. 



The Anatomy of A Socia Contract 

NEWS COMME TA.RY 
For broadcast on Monday 
March 22 , 1982 , 6o l 0pom o 

Good evening: Mro Carlton Alexander 9 the chairman of Grac e Kennedy 

Ltda , and one of the most enlightened and progres s ive employers on 

the entire Jamaican scene , over this past weekend called for isome 

form of so cial contract ' to stem the ris i ng tide of i ndustri a l 

action whffi ch i s currently pl agui ng the Jamaican economy a Mr o Alexandi 

said that without s ome such ' social contract ' mechanism in the 

i ndustr i al relations arena t he country wi l l not be able to offer 

a good i hvestment cli m te for either local or foreign ~nvestors; 

and it woul d never achieve t he level of production to satisfy the 

' demands for foreign exchang~t and ' other revenues to re a ise 

economic growth 'o Now 9 to put r o Carlton Alexander's call i con­

text we need to remember s omm figures revealed i n a spee ch made by 

the Mini ster of Labour on Friday , March 12 tho I n that speech Mr o 

J . AoGo Smith reportedly s id t hat t here had been 45 wor k stoppages 
. if-

i n the first two months of this year and/a% tha t rate was maintained 

t here could be 270 stoppages by the end of thmp year o And, certai~l y 

i i that rate of stoppage were maintained then we woul d be in serious 

i ndustr i al and economic trouble ; so it would make semse of us all 

to pay seri ous heed to this latest call for ' some form of social 
' contract' o One of our probl ems i s that ' some form of social contract 

between Jamaic an management and Jamaican labour is alr eady i n exist­

ence; th,e whole elaborate pattern of industri a l r elations machi nery 

which has grown up over the year s and which h s been formali s ed i n 

le gi slati on i s a form of so cial contract between management and 

organ :i_se d labour 0 The Na tional Mi nimum v/a.ge is a form o:f oc i a l 
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between domest i c workers and other casual 9 l ow- pai d and non - union i sed 

workers and those who empl oy them o And one of the features of thi s 

form of soli!ial contract i s t hat as well as management and empl oyers 
or another 

we have the government , through one/of i ts agsncies , per form i ng the 

role of mediator or c oncili ator o Thi s point was most dram a t i cally 

i llustrated by Mr o Hugh Shearer' s hi ghl y suc cessful r ole in t he 
bauxite/ a l umi na 

re cen t/wage se ttlemen t o But even that came after l ong delays and 

unrest 0 So while t hi s fo r m of social contract can settle disputes 
... ...,..... the first i nstance o 

i t seerr6 unabl e to prevent t hem/ So how do we get to Mro Al exander ' s 

po i nt of prevention ? What ki nd of social con t rac t do we need? The 

J8panese se em to have worked ou t a form of soc i a l contract which has 

vi rtuall y eliminated stri kes o But this is par t of a wi der social 

structure whi ch turns the industrial plant i nto a ki nd of c losed- shop 
and soci al 

f amily affair wi th 100% lifetime job/securi t y for ev:erybody from top 

to bottomo Indeed , t he J apanese seem to have turned t heir who l e nati on 

' s industrial and produc t i ve effort i nto a clo sed- shop agai nst all 

other nati ons o And so they are outt produci ng and out- selling all other 

nations while keepi ng their own J panese domes tic market neatl y 

insulated from outsi de com~ettttlim~ o The t otal itar i an states too can 

have the so r t of soci al contrac t where bo t h management and labour are 

part of the state struc ture , r egul ated at all leve l s by t he sta t e o Or 

there i s the other extreme j where f r ee market .forces are so domi nant 

and cheap labour i n such gr eat abundan c e that no strong trade union 

movement can emerge : t here , to o, a form of ~omi a l contract can be 

i mposed on a doci l e and poorly pai d work for ceo In open societi es 

with strong tr R.e union tradition s - Western Europe and North America 
,.,_ ll~ ~ ~c-_-~ ~ 

are examples r- the forg-e-ing of ocial Gontracts have prov ed much more 
,__ .. -~at~ ~ 

di ffi ~ult nPrimarily becau s e t h · ~ """'' ~he f r ee consen t 
~ . ey mu~; S..t_ based on;~~~eenl of a 1 the 

par t ie 31. They cannot b iv~ IS e i mpo s edo Th i s t\ is and mu s t be the starti ng 
of any earch for ' s ome form of social contrac t ' 0 Go dn i gnt 0 



1) Cle ~ning Up City: Serving the People 
. 2) 8 . ' 1 0 topJ g 
1J Central Amer ican Update 

NE S COlVilVIEN TARY 
For broadcas t on Friday 

1 rch 19 , 1982 , 6ol0p om 

Good evening : · The late s t campai gn to clean up t he city of Ki ngston , 

especially the downtown area , wi ll almos t certainly succee d -i n t he 

short runo There is' a natural i mpulse i n most of us to respond 

positively to this ki nd of cle an-up ca.lL We would , almost all of 

us , I think , prefer to live and work and move i n a clean cityo One 

troubl e i s that most of us also tend - to look to someone else to do 
sustai ned 

t he/cleaning while we only put in a one-sho t effort to show our 

commi tment to cleanlinesso So how can we go on keepi ng this 9 or 

i ndeed any Jamaican city clean after the publi c relati ons razzle­

dazzle is over? First , I suggest , by keeping alive at the grassruots 

l evel , for the who l e year and longer , the sense of civic pride which 

i s expe cted to be s t i mul a.ted by the propaganda campaign o The li t t er 

bi ns and clean streets and cleaned up markets are i mportant of 
public public 

course o :Bu t wha t of the/sanitary convenien ces. - or the/lavatori es -

the o'rdinary citi zens need t o use as they ·go abou t their city? o 

There is nothing more destructi ve of civi c pri de than fo'r people to 

see One of their own 9 a mature woman perhaps , havi ng to relieve 

h§~self behi nd some tree or agai nst some en c e in an open lot o I 

remember many years ago another generation of mer chants and civi c 

leaders compl ain i ng bitter l y about wha t they ca l led ' public voidi ng'0 

They objec jed· t o peopl e - and it was usually t he po or - relieving 

t hemselves i n public, but they said little , and di d even l ess about 
so that did not 

providing enough public lavatories/fMx the peopl e/±Nxoc»e have to 

·use the tree t s or open lo t s or go behi nd trees . Con s i der the 
uptown si tuati on o here is a pueli c lavatory a t ~ Cross Roads 



2 

then nothi ng till you get to Half 'fay Tree square 9 and then nothing 

until you get to the Con s t ant Spring marke i o There are great wal king 

distances between these t hree points; not for people wi t h cars or 

cycles but for peopl e walking or waiti ng on buseso There are no 

public l avatories i n any of the uptown Plazao So let those who want 
provide for 

to beautify our city/gi::XRX~N the ordinary citi zen s of the city the 
c ivic 

amenities to i nculcate/pride o It will not cost all tha t much to 

put up a few more public lavatories - especially i n the crowded 
to 

shoppi ng areas - and/hire attendan t s to keep t herr; c lean and di sinfect 

edo I n t ime 9 the peopl e will themselves wi::iixensure that such pl aces 

are kep t c lean; they will have reason to be proud of their city , 

which is the surest way of ensuring its cleanli ness o On the wider 

pol itical scene developments i n and on Gen tral America continue to 

dominate t he news , with two particili.larly di s turbing developmen t s o 

On Wednesday ni ght or early Thursday morning , four Dutch "' ournali sts 

they were 
~ 

wer kille in El Salvadoro The i nformation suggests that 

on their way to make c ontact wi th the guerrillas fighti ng the mili tar 
) 

regime when government soldiers who may have been t railing them , 

killed them o That is the on- the- spot v i ew of an Amer i can journalist 

reporting for Nati onal Publi c Radi oo The versi on of the Sal vadoran 

government i s that the four Dutch · journali sts wer e caught i n t he 

crossfire of a battleo Yet on e of t he Dutch m.eria journalis t s had been 

questi oned by the military 9 just a few days before , abou t their 

contqct wi th the guerrillas . I am sure that like all true profe ssion­

a l journali sts tha- would not have reve al ed hi s conta cts; whi ch i s 

probabl y one reason why they died . Next , and perhaps even more 

ominous was the repor t out of Ni caragua quoti ng the Soviet Ambassador 

to Mexico as sayi ng that i f the Ameri cans took mi li tar·y a ction 

agai nst Ni caragua the Soviets would come to N . assistan c e 0 icar agua ' s 
The situati on i n Central Ameri c a grows i ncrea ci ingly ugl y , dangerous 
and explosive o Goodnight 0 



1) U. No Law of the Sea : New US Proposa ls 
2 ) Soviet Military Mi s sion to Indi a 
,2) D sloprn cniH:i 011 ~en Li al Jim.a . • g;a--

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadc as t on londay 
arch 1 5 , 1982 , 6 ol0pom . 

Good even i ng : A Jamaica Informati on Servic e r epor t out of New York 

says that the United S t ates last Friday pr esented t o the U6No Law 

of the Sea Conferenc e the pro~o s e d changes its wants to have made 

to the dr~ft Treaty of the Law of the Seao And this is a mat t er 

that is of great i mportance to Jamaica which has been chosen as the 

l ocati on of the headquarters of the Seabed Authori tyo You will 

recall that before the change of Government . i n the United States , 

negotiations for a Law of the Sea tr eaty were in t h e i t final 

stages and e xpe c tati ons were that the Seabed Authority would be c ome 

a r eality in either 1982 or 19830 In fact , the Carter Administrati on 

i n the Un i ted States had approved the draft of that Law o~ the Sea 

Treaty o But then , on a s sumi ng offic e , Mr . Ronald Rea gan le t i t be 

known that h i s Administrati on was not happy with the t r eaty as it was 

and so the whol e pro c ess was stalled until last Fr i day ' s new Amer ican 

pr oposals o The h i gh po i .n ts of t hese new U o So proposa l s are : first l y , 

that there woul d be a mor e libeval acc ess t o the resources of the 
t hat 

de ep sea- bed by Ameri c an c orporations ; secondl y , /when the Conven tion 

is up for r evi ew i n 15 years ' t i me , the · resul ts of suc h a r evi ew 

should be subject t o ratificati on by the Senate of the Un i ted St ates 

of Ameri ca; and thirdly , that the compeeition of the Seabed Coun ci l 

should be altered to provi de greater assuran c es of re pre enta t i on E« 

on it by the United States and other ~estern I n dustriali sed countries1 
~ 

and , fourthly , that the voting system shoul d be changed that a major~ 

i n each categ ory of nati ons repre s entej on the Counci l would be 

abl e to exercise a block i ng vote , or a veto 0 In other words , if s a y 

I 



three out of five members of the 1estern group objected to any 

decisi on arr ived at by all t he rest of the members of the Seabed 

Council , those thre e would veto that parti cular decisiono This i s 

a variati on of the veto powers enj oyed by t he Permanent Nembers of 

the UoN . Security Councilo It i s not clear yet jllCXX precisely what 
i n 

is involved/the U. s . Senate ratifica tion requirement ., If such 

ratification i s bindi ng only on Amer i can a c t i on wi t hi n the Seabed 

Authority , that is of · course Ameri ca ' s busi nesso I f 9 on the other 

hand , U. S. Senate ratification is expected to be bi nding on t he 

Authority itself and on all other member nati ons, t hen this who l e 

exercise might as well be called ' The United States Law of the - Sea ' 

r ather than ' The Un ited Nati ons Law of the Sea 'o So things do not 

l ook too good right nowo J3ut all this is based on summary of the 

Ameri can proposa l s; the details just ·might be a l ittle bet t er; but 

that is not very likelyo Next , and further afield, just abou t the 
Soviet 

most powerful /military delegation possi ble\ s now i n Indi a ., The Indiru: 
\ Pakis tan i 

government is spending a great deal _on arms to counter the/Amiu: 
~~ 

build- up of Ameri c anr supplied arms ~to t he tune of thousan ds of 

milli ons 
~ 

of dollarso India , in t rue non-aligned fas i on 9 is also ~ -

~ diversifying her arms buyi ng so t ha t she is no t too dependent on any 

one single supplter 9 so she i s buyin g from Britai n alirl France as 
.,t:....~~ ~ 

wello The Russians are still her ,.gr e &iie:s t supplier because they 

accept payment in Indian Rupees as well as in ki nd , while the 1 est 

nearly always wants har d currency; and t he Russians want to keep 

things that way o Th~ ny of this situati on i s that Indi a is the 
• -~ 
·"" "' 

greatest democracy in the world 2nd lshoul d logicE'ally be armed and k. 
in allian ce wi th the most powerful democracy i n the worldo Instead 

'v . q, ;.,..Jc ~ ·,\ ~~ 
th£1. most poVv arful demo cracy J.n the worl d arms ~the most repre ssive 

dictatorship in the worl do hat A contradiction! Goodnight 



1) Capturi ng , Rentals & Na tional Unity 
2) J . EcF ■ Shows the Way 
3 ~. W)a:Q:.. SJ I c .. I.J s J n zy ~ j ems F f#Ctf'-i:P?-

NEWS COMMEN TiKY· 
For broadc a-st on Friday 
March 12, 1982 , 6 ol 0p . m 

Good even i ng : Yesterday ' s for c i b l e eviction of t he illegal oc cupi ers 

o f t h e 166 two- bedroom units at the Governmen tt s ~ount Salem housi ng 

s c heme has brou ght to the sur fac e onc e agai n t he ugly c an c er which 

lurks just beneath t h e surface of Jamaic an politi c a l l i fe " Anyone 

f rom almo st anywhere else in the world would have thought that there 

could be nothi ng poli t ical about any government re-posessi ng this 

number of houses if they had been illegally se i zed and i llegally 

occupied o All such a person woul d have seen and realised was that 

the law had been broken , and that in the public i n terest - whi ch i s 

the gr ea test good f or the grea test numbe:p - the law and the rul e of 

l aw had to be uphe l d o But then it would never have occur:eed to such 

a person t hat there could be any_thing politic al abo u t enforcing the 

l aw o If such a per son lived anywhere i n Western Europe or the Uni ted 

States or Canada he or she would not expect the Parliamentary 

Opposition in the country to ac cuse the governing party of carrying 

out the evicti on in order to get r i d of supporters of the Opposition 
to 

party and/repl a c e them by suppor t ers of the ~overmimg party o But 

t hen bo th govern i ng and oppo s i ng parties i n tho se countr i es would 

khow thi s because t h e y do not con duc t t heir poli t ics , even at i t s 
the 

b i tterest , on/±xxs basi s of ' benefits r and ' fish- head ' and ' the-ins- . 

and- t h e- ou t s ' o So you do not have the occupiers of government 

hous i ng not payi ng r ent fo r year s be c aus e t h e party they support i s 
j 

out of power , an d then ~ when ther e i s a change of governmen t , sudden l; 

payi ng up with great show be c ause their party is now i n power o~ 
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has been y t' l~ 1 L •. .,_..5 C • 0 

But this is how i t / ±s i n Jamaic a o And one result has often been 

that peopl e see t h e oc cupati on or possessi on of a pl ace to l ive as 

rewar et for ·political loyalty and for be i ng on the wi nn i ng side o 

How do we break out of this? How do we get to the s t age when n o 

party ffi n oppositi on , be it PNP or JLP , wi ll ascr i be poli t i cal moti ve 

to the ev i c t i on of pe ople who have broken the law? lVIake no mi s take 

about i t , until we do get to that stage , all our cal l s and all our 

prayers for nati onal unity will come to nothi ngo The government of 

Jamai ca , on c e in place 9 must be and must be seen to be the government 

of all the peopl e of Jamaica o That is how the Ameri cans , the Canadianv 

the Briti sh , the Fren ch , forged and maintai n that over- reachi ng 

nati onal unity i n di vers ity that we say we also wan to And I thi nk 

the Jamaic a Empl oyers Federati on this week gave us all a poi n t erto 
in c ommon wi th 

how this can be don eo Refer ring to what I/am:M many others see as the 

clearcut un i on- busti ng tacti c s of the l ocal operati on of Ci t i bank , 

the Employe r s Federati on~ eclar ed fla tly t ha t it cann o t and do e s not 
a c t ion o~ 

suppor t any course of/conduct by an empl oyer designed to c ondi t i on or 

i nfluen ce the worker i n the exe r cise of his r i gh t to j oi n or be l ong 

to the union of his cho i ce o In short , the Jamaica Empl oyers Federat­

ion repudi ated Ci t i bank ' s union busti ng tac t i c s ., And the JEF , l et us 

al~ ys remember , is of t en i n bi t t er c onflic t with Jamaic a ' s trade 

un i ons and wi th t he posi tions taken by those trade uni6n s from t i me 

to time o What they are n ot i n f onfl ict with is the right of those 

un i on s to exi s t under our con stt d~±mnn arjd the wil fet t ered righ t of 

worker s to joi n the union of their choi ce o Here we see an over -
nati ona l ~~S ~ 

r idi ng un i ty of/ purpose t ¥-'i'-r i?3 di~ se c tional in teres tso I am sure 

that if the need arose .J ~ ~.i,_ca ' f:n trade un i ons would take an equally 
L~~ 

c learcu t stand for the f right of an emvloyers federat i on to exist 0 

U- ~ Th~ 
Th a t i s uni t Y ,J-.1'!. diver i tyo ~•ae politi cal partie s and the i r spokesmen 
a:te sti l l t ~ 'rn that i mpor tant J_ ess on . Goodn i gh t 



1) Ele~tions in Central America: Guatamala 
2) Joshua Nkomo For Tr i al : Split i n What Front 

NEWS COMJVIEN TAR Y 
For broa dcast on onday 
March 8 , 1982 , 6o l 0p omo 

Good even i ng: Yesterday was electi on day i n Guatamal a , me of t he 

Central Ameri can countri es which are key t o th4 suc cess or failur e 

of UaS. President Ronal d Reagan ' s recentl y announced Plan for 

Central Ameri ca and the Car i bbean o At t he heart of tha t Plan 9 you 

will recall 9 i s American determinati on to stop what t h ey see as the 

spread of Soviet and Cu~an i nfl uence i n the regiono The diffi cu l ty 9 

and t he dilemma for America , i s that those who are seen as Amer i ca's 

allies in t he anti-communist crusade are t hems elves totalitari ans 
,2, f.e,i ~~~Rt~ 

of t he politi cal r ight : exc ept for democratic J ama ical__ all of 

America ' s pr i ncipal all ies i n the regi on are mi l i tary juntas or 

dictatorshi ps o So one of t he grea t diffi culties i s : How do you 

defend - and support democracy where it does not really exi st~ One 

short answer i s tha t you have set- hand election ::., care fully manage d 

and controlled so t hat the results of t he electi ons are a f oregone 

con clusiono So, i n Guatamal a ' s ele ction s yesterday 9 the results 

were a fo r egone conc l usi on : the c an di date of the mili tary woul d wi no 

The mi l i tary wa s itself supervisin g the electi ons and the only o ther 

can di dates were people on t he political righ t who were approved of 

by the mi li t aryo An d so the Guatamalan rulers would be able to clai m 

that their n ew government cam e to power by electoral mean s , whi ch is 

trueo Wha t is not true is t hat t hi s was either a fre e or f a i r or a 

genuiID ely democrati c electi on o But they di d go through the form of 

the democra tic ~Foce s s and so t he resul t can be descri bed as a k i n d 

of face- c ar d democra cy , a ki n d of s amfi e democracy , which can be 

used to show t hat they are di fferen t from the totalitari ans of the 
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left who do not even bother wi th the democrati c face-card of bogus 

electi ons o Man y Ameri cans have seen through this ki nd of man i pul ative 

use of t he electoral process and a.re deeply concerned a.bout i t o And 

many of them , not communi s ts or lefti sts , but ordinary and e leem$d 

people who genui nely beli eve i n democracy and the democrati c process 

have gegun to serious ly questi on their government ' s ro l e i n Central 

Americao Las t week more t han 100 U. S. Congressmen signed a letter 

calling on Presi den t Reagan to take s erious notice of proposals by the 

Mexican Presi dent to act as a medi ator between the U. So and Nicaragua 

and t he U. S. and Cuba t o try and defuse the tension s i n Central Americe 

At the t i me President Porti llo made the proposal , which was shortly 

before Mro Reagan announced his plan 9 a White House spokesman all but 
~ 

dismi s sed it out of hand o But now, t hanks to domesti c American pressur 
/ 

Mr o Hai g i s having talks with the exi ca.n Foreign Min ister on Mr o 

Portillo' s ide a s o An d you will recall that last month both the Canadian 

Government and the Can adi an churches rejected i nvitati ons from El 

Salvador ' s junta leader to send obs ervers to this month ' s elections 

there o They say ' f air and democrati c ele c t i on s cannot be held under 

present condition s ' in El Salvador o There are many , all over the world , 

who s ee genuine democracy as t he only acceptable alternati ve to total-

i tarian il sm of both t he l eft and the r i ght o And t hi s is t he dilemma. in 

which the key component of the Reagan Plan is caughto And final l y and 

briefly , mat ters are moving to a mos t i t ere i ng poi t i n Zi mbabweo 

Pri me Mini s ter Mugabe has de cided t ha t the l aw must take i ts course 

and Mr o Joshua Nkomo must an swer to the courts for that stockpile of 
hidden 

/arms o trld seven whi te Members of Parliament of ro I n Smith ' s former 
~ 

Rhodesia ~ arty have br oken wi tr Smith and de clared t hemse l ves as 

i n depen del), "t~. "IY,illi g t o co- operate with th " So it would 
~~ e government 

se em that t triba.li sm , both wh· t ~ 
~ 2 e and black ' ha s sufferedJ a. 1setback 0 

F Gdo dn i gh t D 



1) The Water Cri si s : Watersh ed Protecti on 
~ 2$t.:.J t1 &;ii fliiA o ill bi a : ti ~ ,g· Ci} g '"' aJ !lliih 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
MBrch 5 , 1982 , 6 ol0pom 

Good evening : As I lis tened t o Pr i me Mi n i ster Seaga ' s statement t D 
Parliament on 

/ on ou r a cute water crisis and/the steps t o b e t a ken to cope wi th 

i t ~ and his somber warning that t h is water crisis was l i ke l y to be 

with us for a l on g time to co~ e , I remembered t h e late Harold Cahusac 

and how he had forewarned u s of pr ecisely the k i nd of crisi s we are 

in today o Ye 4r after year, during h i s l i fet i me , Haro l d Cahusac had 

warned u s t hat unless we prote c ted and restored our watershed areas 

a day woul d c ome when ther e would not be enough water t o sa t isfy 

all t he n eeds of a l l t he Jamaicanl peopl e o He warn e d u s in the 1950s 

an d in the 1 960s and until his deatho There was a t i me 9 f r om about 

the mi d-1950s on when it seemed that Har ol d Cahusac 1 s warn i ng was 

beginning to be taken seriousl yo A Statutory body , t h e Wa ter shed 

Protec t i on Commi s sion , was establi shed with Mr o Cahusac h i mself as 

chairman , a nd with such dedicated agricu l tural stal warts as Mr o Willy 
suc h well-kn own public f i gure ~as 

Henry and Sir Arthur Thelwell 9 as well as/Mr . SoAoGo Tay l or an d l 

Mr o OoMo Henzell, a s members o But Mro Cahusac was the drivi n g force 

of the Commi s s i on and h e cru s a ded passionatel y for us to restore 

and prote c t our forest s, especia lly i n the catchment areas , an d t o 

put an end to the destructi ve pra c t ic e of cle aring hills i de l an d by 

burn i ngo He warn e d that if we di d not do thi s,more and mor e of the 
rai nfall woul d r u sh • 
ElltDl.uixli.i.x.xMDiarxi:am::cit faster and faster down t h e h i l l s i des wi thout 

properl y soak i ng i nto t h e e arth; and more and more of t h e good e arth 

i tse l f , would be washe dr own to t he sea; an d i n the end not enough 

water woul d be r etai ned on the land to sati sfy our ne e ds 1 and t he 

l and woul d be affl i cted b Y per i ods of droughts fo l l owed by flo o ds 0 
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The trouble was 9 an d i s , t hat watershed protec tion was some t hi ng of 

an abstraction for most of us; the water was there , so why fuss 

abou t it? An d stopping small farmers from cle ar i ng t he hillsides by 

burn in g would be politicall y unpopular and counter- producti ve; and 

it was , after all , a much easier and quicker way to c~-::..e lando 

So some of_....lr. s .-e_ai,.E- ,li13-:J3ervice to C~usac' s :i, de~s bu t._ did/ nothing., 
~~ket. -f' ~ i- ~ 1,C. wt- ~ e<. ~,l.~ ~ ~ 1k 6u.d~ - . 
Now the crisis is on us and we are workin g out more efficient and 

more rational ways of extracting and re distributing the available 

watero An d I myself have .no doubt t ha t the plans outlined by Mr o 

Seaga yesterday wi ll, i n the medi um run , ease our water cr i sis 

consider ·ablyo Bu t unless those plans are backed and supporte d by 

a serious and systematic watershed protection an d rest9ration progr a­

mme\ another generati on of Jamaicans will , in twenty or thi rty or 

forty years' t i me , fac e an even more acute and devastatin g water 

crisiso Tur o Allan Isaacs 9 who is now the Chairmen of the Wa tershe d 

Protection Commi ss i on knowi all this an d knows what should be done 

be tter t han anyone else in Jamaica todayo The har d questi on i s whethe1 

he will fare any better t han Harold Cahusac did in tryi ng to get the 

tools to do t he jobo There is no poli t ical mi leage in watershed 

protection; it does not brin g votes; its results are not short-term 

or obvious like i mpor ted f oo d on supermarket shelves or new reads 

a.building or new f a ctory s i tes; but without i t the water available t o 

us be comes less and l ess, and without water life bec omes ugly and 

bru t1 sh o The late Harold Bahusac warned us: are we re ady ,±a this 
r e s t ore and 

l a te in the day , to he ed that warning an d start t o seriously/protect 

our wa tershe d areas? If w.-e don ' t , t hen all t he mi llions we may spend 
now available 

on the more efficient extracti on an~ldi str i buti on of t he wa ter/~K~~e 1 a., 
U wi 11 only buy a little t i me 9 before another, more devas ~ ing 
water cr isi s hits Jamaica again 0 Goo dn i gh t 



1) Reaganomic s. Under Pressure 
2) Soviet Alternative Looks Sick 

NEWW COMlVIEN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
iarch 1, 1982 , 6 ol0p om 

Good evening: News out of Washington this morn i ng suggest that 

American President Ronald Reagan i s likely to be un der very strong 

Congressional pressure to change some of the numbers in hi s 1983 

Budge t proposa.ls o What has a larmed American Congressional leaders 

most its se ems , is the massive Budget defic i t the Reagan proposals 

plho ject for 1983 : i f all goe s as planned , if nothing goes wrong 9 

then , in 1983 the American budget will be in the red to the tune 

of $91½-thousand million doll ars - and thi s , even by superpower 

measurements, i s a massive deficit indeedo And to make thi s 
Reagan 

horrifying figure even worse the revised/figures for t he 1982 Budget 
• i 

- that is this year ' s budget - a.re now put at $98 06-thousan afnil l i on 

dollars; up from the $90- thousand million first projected ; and some 

American experts think that this figure may be up to $100-thousand­

mill ion before September 30th when the 1982 financial year endso 

One of the great fears i s that what happened with the 1982 project­

ions may happen again in 1983 , with a vengeance o So many of t hose 

who were prepared to accept the Reagan projections last yea.r , and 

who were prepared to go a l ong with Mro Reagan ' s l ar ge tax cuts 9 an d 

spending cu ts on t he social servi ce'3, as well a.I his big i ncreasQ. i n 

military spending, are havi ng serious se cond thoughts this time 

around o No less a person than Republic Senator Robert Dole, the 

Chai rman of the American Senate Finan ce Committee , arf a khown 

con servati¥e Reagan supporter, this morning made publi c the fact 
,k~~ 

t hat Congressional leaders of both partie s are worki ng for a ~ oneen-

sus to re draft t he 1983 Bw;lget proposals i n order to re duce the 
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huge pro jected deficit and save s ome of t he social progremmeso 

One re sult has been t hat the hi te House this morning i nvited 

members of the Senate Fi nance Commi tt!lse to rn eet with lVIro Reagano 

But t he Presiden t has shown him self to be a determined and stubborn 

man and he may not be pre pared to go as far as t he Congress may wan t 
ac ceptable 

to in dismantli ng hi s budgeto So, unless s ome/compromise i s a chieve d 

Mr. Reagan may be in f or a long and perhaps bitter fight wi th the 

American Congress; and many Congressmen and women , remember 9 are 

up for re-e le c t ion later this year , so do i ng what will win votes 

wi ll be a ma jor c ons iferation. That is QA the domestic American 
~l·J" <---Rt.. ~~ ~J... ~ ,s~s.~~ n-. ~ ~ . 

s cen t Mr . Reagan also has problems with hi s western allies. hile 

we were understan dabl y preoccupie d last week wi th the Reagan aid 

plan for Central Ameri ca and t he Cari bbean , the leaders of t he two 

ma jor We st European powers , Chancellor Schm i dt of Fest Germany and 

Presi dent Mitterrand of Fran c e met and worked out a s trategy to cope 
a,,\R., 

with the high American in t ere st rates which i;is wreaki n g such havoc 

on European economies . Just what they have deci ded i s not· yet known; 

bu t they have de cide d somethi ng ~·n? any Eur~pean counter- me asures 
. tu 'P ,iz. ~ /t._ L,j\..JL \A~~~ u-- ~ . 

could easily disloc a te . a fraggle economi c situation oLBut it is not 

only capitalist economies t hat are ~ trouble. Indeed , Soviet commun­

ism and t he entire Soviet sys tem must be un der questi on now as an 

alternative economic path eading anywhereo Everyone of the Comecon 

partners i s in debt to the ca.pi ta. l i sts and th·e.t-banki ng sys tem : 

Poland , Ruman i a , Hun gary 1 Czechoslovakia , Est Germany , all owe t he 
<&~~~~ 

West ~illien s of doll ar s i n long- term debts ; and t hey s eem not even 

able to fe e d themselves f rom the ir own resources o 1'his i s no way 

for a v i able alternative economi c system to fun c t i ono he Soviet 
ft.,..~ 

system should 4t Lleast be able to support i ts dependen t economi es 

t~ t h~ same exten t t~at_c ~ i ~l;; 1!:._! ~[ts its depen dent economi es . 
Till 1 t c an do that 1 t is La si ck and questi on able alt . o Goodnii 

erne tive 



The Caribbean Basin Plan: 
Wha t Prospects and Possibilities? 

NEWS COIVIIY ENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
February 2& 9 1982 , 6 ol0p.m 

Goo d evening: Reaction to American President Ronald Reagan rs 

Caribbean Basin Plan ha s been predictably mixe do On the ideo l ogical 
generally speaki ng 9 

front it has/been welcomed by t he poli ti cal right and denounced by 

the political lefto On the economic fr ont re acti ons are a little 

less sharply clearcuto Some of those who welcome it, especially i n 

We s tern Europe , wonder whether it is not" too little, too l a te". Wi l l 

an additional injec t ion of something under $400- million-U. S. of 
acute 

Americ an aid go any real distance toward breaki ng the/ economi c 

problems of t he region? Questi ons like this worry even the supporters 

of Mr. Reagan ' s Plan ., And i t is , of course , Mr . Reagan rs Plan 9 not 

t he hoped- for Arneri can- Canadi an- Mexican-Vene suelan regional a i d 

i nitiative with no mili ta.ry or political str i ngso But socialist 

Fren ch President Francois Mitterrand yesterday welcome d Mr o Reagan ' s 

Plan as "going i n the righ t directiono" Communi st China, on the 

other hand , haw foun d itself in the odd position of almost echoi ng 

Cuban and Soviet condemnation of t he Plan o But perhaps the most 

intriguing reaction has been the so- far gen erally non- commi ttal w~~ 

reacti on of many L t i n Americans , some of whom are bound to be 

profoun dly affected by t he success or fai lure of Mr. Reagan ' s Plano 
and cli mates 

But then , most of these people operate i n political systems/ where 

choosing the ' wrong' or lo sing side can mean dea t h or exile, not 9 as 
just 

in our case , /b~coming menber s of the loyal oppo siti on . Thi s 9 I 

suspect , may turn out to be one of t he handica.ps of t he early phases 

of the Reagan Plan in Ca n tra l sr r? I *!in America o 

nothing to lose and every t hing to gain will come 

Only those with 
~~ 

out boldly Lfor or 
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agai nst the Reagan Plan 9 dependi ng on their politi c al po s ition o If 

the Plan succ eeds 9 or looks like su cc eedi ng , then , I think , tho s e 
of the 
ll'lkllX.H.XK poli tic al c en t re , the cen t :rr.1r l e:£t as well as the centre-right 

will change from being n on-committal to being supporter s o And thi s 

ma kes it important , from the Ameri c an v i ewpo int, for t he Plan t o 
s ome i n Cen tral America 

show/quick and early successes/in so cio-economic terms 9 r a t h er than 

in terms of showi ng politi c al and mi l i tary ' muscle '., I suspect 

that President Mitter rand had something l ike thi s i n mi n d when he 

spoke of t he American s going in the right dir ecti on : Mr o Reagan 

did se e socio- e c onomic problems a s at the hear t of the poli tic a l 
t o 

instabil ity of the regi ono But then he went on/t k K wave t he anti -

c ommunist b i g s t ick , whi ch the Fren ch President would of c ourse n ot 
ga i n f u lly empl oyed , 

have done , knowi ng that a well-fe d 9/ so cial ly s ecure an d politically 

free peopk are just ,about the hardest to l e ad in ;l{o any k in 9- of 
• ' ~-.... . ~ -.--- ~~ ~ -rot ~~~ b\ ~~ . 

r evol ution aryact'.i. on oL T~ n , too,there is the del icate mat t er of 

Lati n Ameri c an sen sibiliti es , no matter who pays the p i per and call s 

t b e tune . Some of t his may be at t he roo t of t he La t i n ambi v a l ence o 

I t h i nk J am a ica will fa~ t t e r t han the other islands under the , 
• I- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ tSJ~,~ 

Reagan Plan o It i s , after a ll, Mro Seaga ' s brain- chi ldo l rhe~ esti on 

is whether our pr iva te sec t or , wh i ch i s n ow ' the engine of progress 

and change ' will rise to the challenge . ill it produce , and enough , 

of t h e exports to send i nto that new market whi ch has been opened 

to us? Cen it break out of the old ' crewdirver ', trip-o ff ' mentali { 

of the prote c te d pas t? Can it face reasonable and manage d outsi de 

competiti on and compettttve pr i c ing? And above a ll, can i t do so 

and sti ll gi ve the J amai c an workers a fair dealo f!h'e so-c a lle d 

engine of progress and change can , and will, go n owhere by _itself 0 

The workers , u~t.~ ~ t9_Etfl .. Jrfe,t1 di ff icu l t as some say they are 
IW-e s sent~al . An d J-._t h e J amaican -peopl e ' ~ w~~; t-e'W_})OSed to be ' 

the main purpose of thi s (e.~r prise. : :le: t;o0 'Goo dnight ., 

, 



1) Caribbean Basin Plan : Ai ~. as Poli ti c s 
2) Post Can cun Me eting : So~ t~South Co-opera tion 
3 ) Politi cal Leadership & 1iscaluummtmnn 

NEWS COMMEN 'rARY 
For bro~dcast on r onday 
February 22 , 1982 , 6 o1Pomo 

Goo d even i ng : American President Ronald Reagan is expected this 

we ek to make public his long- awa ited Cari bbean Basin Plan . Reports 
~ 

out of Washi ngton l;,.13'" that fo r ov er a week now an ' un official 

prospec tus '' outli ngng t he main feature s of the Plan has be en 

c i rculated am orig private s e c tor gr oups o And there are indi cations 

t hat other i nj;erests , i n other countries , have a l so seen some 

versi on of the s ' unoffi cial prospectus 'o For instance , former 

Vene zuelan President Car l os Andres Pere z , re demtlj; spoke kn owi ngly 

about t h e danger of the Caribbean Basin Plan open i ng the regi on to 

a ki nd of economic colon i a l i sm by Ameri c an multi nati onal corporati o6 i 

It is reasonable to assume tha t thos e remarks by Tu r . Perez were 

based on what he had s een or heard or read a Former Prepidents , 

especial ly former e l ected PEesidents do not j ust sho o t . off t heir 
\ 

mouths o So one of the very first t hings to look out for when t he 

Plan is unveil e d i s whether it i s still based on that agreement of 

last summer when t he four donor countries , t he United States 9 

an 
Canada , ri exico and Venezuela , met i n the Bahamas and agreed on/ aiii 

plan for t he Caribbean and Central Americ a with no mi litary or 

politi ca l str i ngs a tta chedo Reports about the pres4nt 'un offi cial 

pro spectus ' make it sound l ike a purely Ameri can pl an , · rather 

than a four - nati on plan o There i s , for in s tan ce , t alk of a one- way 

free trade arrangement un der whi ch all n on-petro l eum and non- textile 

impor fua from the Cribbean ( and pr e sumably Central America) may 

enter t he U. S. market duty- free o Vmy only th4 U. S. mar ket? Why 
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not also du t y- fre e en try to the Canadi an , Mexi can an d Venezuelan 

markets i f it i s i n fac t a four- nati on pl an of aid? And why only 

talk of prote c t i on for American i nvestors i f it is i n fact the 

P&an of t he four countri es? Surel y 9 Cn a.rladian , Mexican and Venezue l ­

an investors and bus iness people would want to enjoy s imilar market 

a ccess and protecti on o Or i s the Un i ted States now ' go i ng it alone' 

on the Cribbean Basin Plan ? Anyway , these , and a host of other 

questi ons , should be an swered when Mr . Reagan unfolds hi s ~lan o 

Econ omic aid has always had some measure of politi cal stri ngs 

at t ached , no ma tter what the sour ce of the a i d , or t h e i deology of 

the donor o But ther e has also been a tendency , in the past , not to 

be to o bl atant about i t : so Nyerere re ceived a min i mum amount becaus e 

t hey did not l i ke his poli cies , and Kenyatta and his succe s sors 

received much be cause their po l i cjre s met approval; but lll:llt'.tx KX!lm: 
not 

Nyerere r s peopl e were/condemne d to starve to make a poli t i cal point. 

Vill Mr . Reagan~s Car i bbean Basin Plan i naugurate a new era i n which 
and nationalists like SWAPO i n SoutbEhn Africa 

l efti sts like t he Salvadorans and Ni cargguans/are starved i n to 

submi s s i on ? It i s questions like these that make t ha t post Cancun 
Delhi • 

mee ting now ta~bilg place in Delli of such long- term importance to 

the Third Worldo Those who are econ omically dependent cannot be 

r eally politi call y i ndependen ta When t he f hird orld finally absorbs 

t hat lesson it may start the har d process of forge i ng a Soath-Sou th 

interdependen ce as the begi nning of real economic i dependence o An d 

that i s goi ng to be a l ong and hard and difficult one o An d finall y , 

end briefly , it begi ns to look as though Mr o Joshua Nkomo i s just 

the latest of a very long line of po l i t ic i ans whe miscalculated 
t he nature of the hisdrnri cal role they play o Two sen i or and two junio: 

mini s ters from his party have stayed 

thou~h the. people of Zi mbabwe\van t to 
warring tribeso Goo dn ighta \ 

wi t~ abe; and i t lo~!~~ :t;'JQ...­
b€, a lnati on 1 not a, gro~ -f [ • 



NEWS COMM EN TAR Y 

The JBC Settlement: What Lessons 
for the News Media ' s Future? 

For broad~ast on Friday 
February 19 , 1982 , 6ol0p omo 

Good eveni ng: Jamaica •·s news media has itself been much in the 

news this weeko On Monday the Supreme Court , through Mro Justice 

Downer 9 handed down a consent judgement i n the case of ele~en of 

the thirteen JBC newsroom workers who ha d been dismissed from their 

jobs just a little over a year ago o On Tuesday the Gleaner news­

papers did not appear and have been off the streets since6 And the 

Daily News 9 we were told this week , is still up for divestment but 

i t has first to be made into an attractive marketable c ommodity -

which is a little like going back to the beginn i ng when the original 

founders of the paper , or some of them , at least 9 thought and 

talked of it in terms of usin g the s ame formula by which they had 

successfully sold bread and aleo Lest we forget , that formula le d , 

ultimately , to the bringing of I TT to Jamaica as a participant i n 

the paper ' s ownersh ipo An d scandal rags with overdeveloped rgirlie ' 
withoyt too much sweat , 

nudes and muckraking journalism can/be very marketable indeedo It 

i s all a ques tion of "attractive for whom" and what you wanto I 
be k 

t hink it would/go od u · the government , or its Di vestment Committee, 

to make public some idea of the terms and conditions under whi ch it 

would sell the Daily Hews and the kin d of buyer it is looki ng for 6 

Is it to be Jamaican ownership? If so ~ what kin d?. On t hat will 
I - ~ ~ 

de pend very grea t l y t he t r ue nature of the v_ar i ety and diversi ty of 

information available to the J amaican people to which we pay such 

great lip- s erviceo An~ after this week's outc ome of the case of the 

dismi s sed JBC workers , and rern emberlimg the events that led up to it , 

few t houghtful Jamaicans of either political party , can have confi der. 
/ 
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that any government of Jamaica 9 JLP or PNP, will leave any govern­

ment-owned medium genuinely freeo When you own and control s omething 

the natura l impulse i s to us e it to further your own interest and 

your own perception of what is bes t f or the public interest; and 

the public i nterest imvar i ably coinci de s with interes ts of the 

par t y in power , be it PNP or JLPo 
cf~ 

And so, i n \ the Lpublic i nterest , 

the highly ques t ionable dismissal of two JBC newsroom workers in 

1964 9 led to a protracted and bi tter ninety- seven- day- long stri ke 

which en ded up costing the country' s taxpayers an estimated $100 ~000 
television and 

drove some very fine/ne ws media worker s out of the profession 9 and 

cast a shadow of doubt t hat persists to this day , on t he professional 

integrity of the or gan isation founded by the great r orman Manley 

to serve t h e education al, cultural 9 enterta inment and informational 

ne eds of all t he J amai can pe ople. And this we ek , history repeated -
i tself as tragic farce : 11 workers, none of whom would or dinarily 

have earned as much as $20,000 for a year's wor k 9 were each awarde d 

between $40,000 and $65 , 000 for having been falsely dismissed a 

year earliero And over and above that $½- million- plus taxpayers are 

also going to have to pay lawyers fees and co sts. The qm estion is: 
which did the firing 

If tha t Board/had itself to s omehow f i nd the money to pay the se 

awar ds and co s ts, would it have a cted in this way? I doubt ito An d 
~~ "I-' C\...:i~ 

thi s tragic farce seems bound ~o repeat its elf Li n more grote s que 
each time · 

ways/.w:kourx1t.x there is, ~- change of government11 An d thi s , as far as 
~ls.-- of Jamai ca • 

I am concerned , is the lstron gest ar gum ent for the government/not to 

have total owner shi p and control over any on e of our major news 

and informati o:r,,_~ tlets. There i s of course the problem of taxp~yers 
money. The 25% 7snare in RJR i s to sa f guar d t a~payer s money u s e~ i n 
t he acquisitiono It could divest i tseli q{ 1:,o ~~ t he ~BC and Daily 
New$ on a s i milar basis ~6 broad- base ~ 1Po Which can 1 as RJR 
proves , be suc cessfulo What has failed to t he point of being a threat 
to fr ee dom of expression , is total gover nment ownerhsip , no matter 
which party is in POW@:' . Goo dnight. 



1) The Bauxite Settlement 
2) Change Without Chaos 
3) Crisis in Zimbabwe 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
February 15 9 1982 , 6 ol0p . m 

Good evening: The single most important pi ece of weekend news i n 

Jama ica - and it was very good news. i ndeed - was the settlement of 
\...,Q, ~~ 

of t h e bauxite/alumina wage ag1~ ellffi 11 t i n the very e arly hours of 

Saturday morningo And t h e single most i mportan t impli cati on of 

that settlement for Jamai ~a i s that for the next three years the 

i ndustry , which is s o critical to Jamai ca's 

fore i gn exchang e earn'ings , should be free offmL jor in dustr i al 

disputes and dislocati ons o Of course , things could go wrong: t h ere 

i s always the possibility of human err or or human mi s calculati on 

from either management or worker side; there is always the possi bi l­

i ty of t h e mi shandling of some mi n or mi sunderstanding resulting 

i n a confrontationist atmosphereo • :ioc.t t hat is part of the human 

con di tion , part of the hazard of do ing anythi ng a t all, be it i n 

labour- manag ement relations , party p ij lm t i cal relati ons or plain 

personal relations ., Th~ risk is always _thereo But that apar t 9 t h e 

next three years should , fr om here on , see stabili ty and peace 

i n our bauxite/alumi na in au stry on whi ch so much of the recovery· 

programme i s predi catedo I think myself that Mr o Hugh Shearer in 

particular deserves the gratitu~a of us all for havi ng brought 

t h ese deli cate and tricky negotiations to a su cc es s ful conclusion 0 

It is c lear that both sides of t h e bargain i ng table en ded up fee l ing 

they had a deal each could l ive witho Both s i des had to make 

c oncessions; both gave somethi ng i n order t o get somethi ngo Ne i ther 

side feels t hat t he oth er has walked all over i t 0 An d that i s the 

best k i nd of c ompromise to end up with o So let producti on proceed 
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as smoothly and quickly a s possible from here ono Far too much 

tim:e has already been s pent on this @::iiut dispute q.r1d far too much 

confusi on spreado There were no saboteurs , no unpatriotic villains 9 

no square-jawed heroes; only conflicting self-in terests which were 

finally reconciled by a skilled negotiator an d goodwill and good 

sense from all sideso That i s the true prescription for change 

without chaos; i t should be brough t into play at all other levels 

of J amaica ' s economic recovery efforto And it should be brought into 

play much earlier t han in this case; waiti ng until there i s a break­

down and s trike acEion , or a war of words in the news media~ is to 
things 

leave/too late and thus to hamper the recovery effort,, I remember 
or 

t here was talk once of a kin d of facilitating/JUt±X trouble-shooting 

unit to wa tch and make sure t hat attention i s drawn to brewing 

problems before they get out of hando If such a trouble-shooting 

unit had existed and had functioned properly , much of our recent 

troubles in ligh t and p~wer and water and public t ransport, as well 

as in in du s trial relation s , might , at the very least, have been 

attended to long before they rea ched crisis pointo Next, there was 

t he continuing news ou t of Zimbabwe of government forces continuing 

to find huge stockpiles 0£: arms hi dden on farms owned and controlled 

by IVI r . Jo shua Nkomo' s Pa triotic Front which is the junior partner 

in the governm en t of Mro Robert Mugabeo ro Tu ugabeft has reportedly 

denounced t he Pa t r iotic Fron.t bitterly, saying it was a snake in 

the alli ance and its leader mus t have kn own about the s ecret arms 

stockpiles 9 and he has called for the cutting off of t h e h ead of 

t he snake. here have also been caLls to try Nkomo f or treason 0 It 

is a tricky situa tiono Nkomo leads the largest minority tribe which 

i s 18% of t he popul a tiono Nkomo i s ,als o ~ erso._µ.a ~ly ambitious and 
~ wJJ2_, cY4- '>M.-t- ~~---.., ~ 12 

I an Smith and his settler group would prefer Nkomo rather t han MugabE 
to be Prime Mini s tero Mugabe on V""th e other han d does not want t o lead 
a government based on s olely tribal divisionso Goo dn i ght o 



The JOS: Wi ll a orkers' Co-operative Save it? 

NE S COl\i El' TARY 
] or bro adcast on Fri day 
February 12 , 1982 , 6ol 0p om 

Good evening: The Bus tamante Industrial Tr ade Union and the 

National Workers Union who jointly repre sent the overwhelmi ng 

majority of the _roughly twe l ve-hundred- strong JOS work force have 

recentl y called on t he Government to meet wi t h them to discuss 

t he rights and i nterests of the JOS workers o The union s are concern­

ed about reports, whi ch have neither been denied nor confi rmed by 

t he government , that t he JOS is to be clo s e d down and that private 

se c tor transport oper a tor s are to be invited to run t he Corpora te 
t he 

Area ' s public transporto The BITU has reminded/±~a± government 

t ha t JOS workers have received no pay i ncr eas e or improved fr i nge 

benefits for nearly four years now o For its pa.rt , the NWU has said 

t hat i t will hold a s eries of meeti ngs with JOS workers to discuss 

the po s sibility of setting up a Workers Co- operative to t ake over 

and run the J OSo And this is t he f i r st prac t i ca l , idea to come from 

t he workers .side to try and save t heir jobs and secure t h e future 

of the JOS as we now kn ow i to The hard questi on is: Is the co-opera­

tive i dea feasible , and if it is , in whose i nteres t will it work? 

I t hi nk myself t ha t i t i s feasible o I t hin k that J amai c an workers 

can , if they s et their mi n ds to it , run businesse.s on their UYWno 

They have done i t before n ow, here i n Jan1a ica , ·and even more sucess­

f ully elsewhere in the world where pressures were greater . Often 9 

absentee owners and s emi-e duc a ted_ i mported managers 9 have been 

face-cards behi nd which the workers really ran the busi n esso '~~ 

trouble was , and to an extent still is , that the face - cards had 1 

over t i me , become i mpo rt§nt psychological crutches on which thef 
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worker s had come to depend and without which t hey doubted their 

ability to do what they really coul d and were i n f act do i ngo 

Another , ·and perhap s more serioill.s i mmediate trouble , especiall y 

i n the case of the present group of J OS workers , is moti vati on o 

The plai n fact is that t hese workers have given the Corpora te Area 

bus users jus t about the poorest and shoddiest service t hey could 

get away witho Th e Company was t here, primarily , for their convenieJ 

so that t hey could make a decent livi ng under t he best possible 

conditionso The interests of the bus u sers was s omething far down 

their l ist of pri orities . Under private ownership the main concern 

was to make a profit, and they ha d to shape up to some extent in 

order to earn that prmfm t or l ose their jobs . Under public ownership 

they became ' publi c servant~ • who enjoyed job se curity whe t her the 
So it ceased to be profitable . 

enterprise was profitable or not ./So even today , in virtual bankrupt 

~cy , their union s talk of their en ti tlernen t to wage increases and 
I 

better fringes . Wi l l becomi ng a Workers Co-operati ve change thi s? 

I do not thi nk so , certainly not in the short run ~ and not with this 

generation of JOS workers. If they are cut off from the public purse 

str i ng they will, as the new owners, s i mply expect the bus users 

to support t hem by higher and higher and hi gher fares for poorer and 
~v!·c....e... 

poorer ~ . That , on the bas i s of past and presen t performance i s 

what I fear" They have no t earned the right , by performan c e , t o ask 
bu s usi ng that need 0 

the/ public t o trust them not to exploit/i kK public' s/ ±Mi~x«~% And 

expl oita tion i s exploitati on , whether done by rapacious capital ists 

or .rapacio~ rworkers o One day , I h ope , work~fS i n publ ic t r ansport 
\ij_e!IC ~~ e.4 '-'-M-ll "i--~~ q. tt..i, ~-rs we;-{l~ ~ 

will be socially ma~re enough and s ociall y responsible enoughl to 

be trusted to own an d operate the s ervi ce and to do it i n the publi c 

i nteres t. Till that day , I thi nk it is the respons i bi l ity 0 g go od 

government to totally control t h e servi ce and to i mpose on it good 
management and viability i n the public interest 0 Goodnight 0 



1) The New Power Cuts 
2) Rural Wa ter pro bl ems in S to An drew 
3) Cuban Troops in Ango l a 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro adcast on Monday 
February 8 9 1982 , 6ol0p .m 

Good evening : When Prime Minister Seaga 6n J anuary 26 t h promised 

the restorati on of nor mal electricity supplies and an end to the 

s che dul ed power cuts by t he first of February he hedged i t with 

t :ne qual ificati on : "if no further problems occuro o" Mr . E. Ko Powell , 

the Mi nister of State i n the Ministry of Public Uti l'ti es , made no 

such qualificati on las~ Wedn esday when he t old small hotelier here 

i n Ki ngston that, and now I quote : " The power cuts which were 

experi enced over the past few months are over l) Indee d, as the Prime 

Mi nister promi sed i n his re cent spee ch i n Parliament , the outages 

ended on Feburary 1st . 11 End of quote o Well , the outages are wi t h 

us again , a scant four days after Mro Powell said so flatl y that they 

were at an end o I hope all our government spokespeopl e , and i ndeed , 

all defenders of t he prevai l ing f aith , will learn the lesson of 

caution which prompts the quali f ier : "if no further probl ems occuro o " 

. and by those 
There is a natural tendency by those who exercise power , / ax who 

thi nk that t he'j i nfl uen ce the exer c ise of power ; . to oversta t e or 

over- clai m or over- promise or over sello And then when they fai l to 
on their claims and promi ses 

deli ver or when they deli ver shor t j thi ngs look so much worse than 

t hey would have done i f t ht claims or t he promises had been l ess . 

extravaganto And then t hey f a ce t he problems of confi dence and of 

credi bi l i tyo So the power cuts are with us agai no And many of us 
over 5 

have also been without any wa ter/.tll.f. the we ekend : the KSAC water worke1 
for instan ce , / 

/appear t o be on some sort of prote s t demonstrati on , re sulti ng i n no 

water i n our neck of Wes t Rural st 0 Andrew And over the we ekend no 
0 
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one i n au t h ori t y s e emed t o know about this protes t and what i t was 

about o So our t h r ee key u t i l iti es - light and power 9 water , and 

publ ic transpor t - a r e still headaches that must be r eso l ved 9 not 

by words , however swee t, but by deeds o And I thi nk ~~e t ask is bound 

t o be hard and long and uphi l lo An d hone st and qui e t l evelling with 

people c ould be of great he l p o On t h e world scen e t he most i n t#tgui i 

new development was the announ c ement out of Angol a that the Cuban 

and Ango l an governmen t s were in i mp or t ant di s cu s s ions abou t the 

withdrawal o f Cuban troop s fr om t hat coun t ryo Th e mo s t l i ke l y r eas~n 

for t ha t announ cement at t h i s time 9 and for t he s trong Ameri c an 

re a ction to i t 9 i s t h e l i kelih oo d t ha t s ome n e w movemen t is taki ng 

pl a ce on Namibian in de penden ceo The na ture of t h e s o-calle d Western 

eontac t @roup o f the Uni te d S t ates 9 We st Germany, Br i tain ~ Fran c e 
~~ 

and Canada ha s be en ~ ch ~nged b y the comi ng t o power of t he 

Fren c h so c ialists who are f rankl y and open l y more anti-Aparthei d lltllt« 

t han Fr an c e was unde:p f ormer Pre s i den·t G$ s c ard D' Estango Thi s has 

t ilte d the balan ce withi n t he Group a g a i ns t a ccomm o dating Sou t h 

Afr ic a. at any co s t and in f avour o f a s t r onger pu sh f or Nami b ian 

i nde pe den ce o My reading i s that Fran c e and Canaga wou l d now l ead 

thi s push, wi th Brita.in and West Germ any i n the middle of the r oad 

and l e an i ng t oward the Frenhh- Canada an positi on and on l y the Un ited 

S t ates r 1 s t i ng o In thi s c on t ext, and provi de d the Gr oup will 

gu ara n tee Kgolan sovereign t y , it wou l d b e in ke e p i ng wi t h l on g-term 

OAU obje c t ives t o a gre e to a t i metabl e fo r Nami~i an i na epende n ce 

J 

and t h e withdrawal o f Cuban troops, from Sou th Afr~c a o ~* ou l d clearl y 
iH , ~JI -~~~( 

not suit either Angolan or Nambbi ~ ntere s t i t o have the Cu bans 

wi t h draw b e f ore t h e whole t hing is se ttle d o The South Afr ic an s, and 

their Ameri c an friends , on the other hand , would like 

Cu bans wi thdraw before things are se ttled 0 It is~Lh i gh 
poker" Goodnigh t 

to s e e the 

St k l ·t· l. a es po 1. ic a : 



The Future of Public Tran sport: 
After JOS What? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadc~st on Friday 
February 5 , 1982, 6ol0p om 

Good evening: Is t he Jamaica Omnibus Service - the JOS -"up for 

grabs" as yester day '' s Daily New s headli ne announ ce d? To day's 

Daily GleaHer says that the new Minister of Public Utilities and 

Transport, Mro ::Bearnel Charles , refused to comment on that screaming 

headline , and said t hat a statement will be made shortly on ·the 
0V 

future of the JOS,. So., whether the JOS is "up for grabs" 31"& not, 

t here does seem to be movement which suggests t hat t he slow and 

costly death by attrition which we have been watch ing over the past 

twelve months or so may be coming to an,d endo 11.'he "up for grabs" 
there 

news story also suggests t hat/tk«~ ma y be pressures at work to try 

and influence t he way i n which the JOS matter is settle do So now, 
I suggest , 
±xxtk~xtm«x is the time for the Corpora te Area citizens who de pen d 

on public tran sport to make t heir views felt so t hat those vmews 
i s fi nally x«ttx« 

may form part of t he influences o:m how t hi s ma tter/.x:bun1 ±.s: settledo 

If not , the people may end up with a public t r ansport service which 

is designed for them by pe ople who do no t t hemselves use public 

tran sporto The Corporate Are a of Kings ton an d Sto Andrew now has a 

popula tion of somewhere between 600 9 000 an d t hree-quarter s of a 

million peopleo And t he overwhelming ma jority of them move between 

work an d home an d shops and s chools an d pl ay by public tran sjort 0 

For all t heir high vi sibility pr i v a te c ars are u s ed by a minority of 

t he citizens of Kings t on an d Sto An drewo Even in its present depress 
919819 

-ed sta te the JOS in t he f irst five months of las t year;made more 

t han 29-million pas s enger journey s 0 hi s was sign iflic antly less 

t han it had done t he year be f ore, bu t it is still a ma s s ive number 
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of journeys , moving people by t he order of something of a lC6-rn i llion 

or more a yearo Unless you want chao s you do not just cut off this 

kind of public transpor t wi thout first putting s ome thing else in 

place o And what you put i n place mu s t preferably be better , or at 

least not wor s e , than wh~ t you cut offo So it is i mportant not to 

get rid of bad an d end up with worse o I thi nk it is very po s sibl e 

to hav e a fragm ented and reasonably viable publi c trasnport s ervi ce 

run by private opera tors o. I t h i nk it is bound to entai l heavy i nvest­

ment to bring i n more up-to- da te unitso Do loc al private opera tors 

hav e tha~ kind of money? For t h em to buy the ol d and often obsolete 

JOS stock of buses would be to begi n wi t h a rattli ng makeshift 
which could c arry them down in a year or t wo o 

handicap/ So capi t alisati on for new units would be t he first major 

problem o And i f they can rai s e t h e money at today' ·5 i nterest rates 
worl dwide 

( and t hese rates ar e go i ng up,.( not down ) will they be able to service 

t heir deb t s without grossly i nflated fares , runn i ng a t anywhere from 

t hree or four times the present fares? And who , among t he mas s of the 

people using publi c t r ansport would be able to afford these? I am 

not sure mys e.lf t ha t "up for grabs " i s t h e right way to de s cribe any 

divesti ng of t he JOS o Bu t t here is also t he very seri ous social 

questi on of who should be responsi blle for a nation's - any nati on ' s 

- key u tili t i e s o If our hospi t als and other publi c heal th servi<fi'es 

become gro s sly i neffi ci ent and mon ey lo sers who do not c ompensaj e 

by quality of service , de we dive s t them into private hands? Do we 
then 

do so with water? An d if we do , who is/accountable t o t he peopl e fo r 

t heir key utili ties? An d what is the poi nt of havi ng a government .., 

and payi ng t axes? 'l'he J amaica Te lephon e Company 9 Jamintel, the Port 

Authority , all public ly owned , all made profi t s during the first s i x 
<;tv 

months of last year o It i s not public ownership that is at fa1 t 0 It 
~ be st longterm 

i s t he opera t i on and the management . Perhaps t~e/answer:i. i s t a .r ~b
5
ui1t::ld 

the publ i cly...-owne d JOS from the groun d up . It is a hard Witt1"e.gtg:e 0 

Goo dnigh t., 



The Rooseve l t Legacy: 
fhe Purposew of Good Governmen 

NEWS CO:MMEN TARY 
For bro dca ton Monday 
February 1 , 1982 9 6 ol0p . m 

Good even i ng: Two events , both fore i gn , but both of great re l evance 

t o Jamai ca , dominated the -weekend news o The one underscored once 

aga i n t he worl d ' s general ambi valence about Human Ri ght s : the other 

stirred and revived again the endless debate on t he -ro l e and 

r esons i bi lity of governments , especially i n t i me s of difficultyo 

The observati on of Sal idarity Day with the peopl e of Poland , which 
t v shown yesterday 

took place on Saturday , and the/ film/expressi ng c ondemnati on of 

events i n Poland , should have been worldwide i n charactero Human 

r ights ad the promoti on of human r ight s and the defen ce of human 

r i ghts 9 ar e , after all, of concern t o all human be i ngs everywhereo 

So why di d wor l1 solidarmty day with the Polish people turn out to 

be an essentially Ameri can and West European exerc i s e ? And why could 
s o very few of 

/ llH.d~x RXRlll the hundr eds of thousands of ordinary West Eur opeans who 

demonstrated so passmonately agai nst nuc l ear arms a few mon t hs ba ck 

be mobili se d for this one ? And , above all , why were the overwhelming 

numbers of the governments and peopl es of the Thi rd Worl d - the As i ar. 

t he Afri c ans , the Arabs , t he La t i n Americans , not i nvolv ed i n this 

day of Sol idarity with the Po l ish pe opl e? I thi nk the short answer 

is that they saw it all as just another move i n t he po l iti c 1 power 

game between East and West , be t ween c.api talism and commun i m. As far 

as basic human r i ghts are concerned there i s no moral or quali tative 

differen c e between what i s hapP,ening i n communist Po and now and -,-r~ 
what h s been go i ng on q ~outh Afr ic a and I mi bia for the last 

quarter c en t ury and more o A score of peopl e were murder ed by govern -

ment t ro ops i n El Bal~adopt ~nd a number of youn g women raped on that 
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same day the world was called on to demonstrate on behalf of 

Poi h human rights o a t make s Ho l mbh human r ights more speci al 

than 
e oJv-G;v.lol\\ 

Salvador an _ or Hai t i an or Chilean or Afri c an or ~ L human 

right s? Human righ t s and sensitivi ty to and c onc ern f or hum:an 

rights worl dwide may yet founder be cause of the cyn ica l double 
and 

st ndard that is now at wor k o Also on Saturday , /on a very much more 

subdued note , large numbe r s of Americans and smaller th'ough t fu l 

groups throughout the world observed the 100 t h ann i versary of the 

bir th of Fran:.lin Delano Roosevelt , whose 'New Deal ' ·of the 1930s 

ended the ' Great Dep·ress i on I which began i n 1929 and was f i nally 

over by 1940 0 At the worst point of ltlte ' great depr ession~ a 

r 'eported fifty per cent· of the American work for ce was unemployed 

and the n·ation was i n a state of such pan ic t ha t t he y were prepared 

to grab a t even the most unhear d of measures to t r y ' and get ou t of 

the mess i nto which t he so- called f r ee market for ces had l ed t he 

countryo Rooseve l t called a special session of t he American Congress 

whi ch lasted 99 dayso In that per i od sorrie of the mo"s t s t artling and 

far - reachi ng measure s were passed into law o There was a Work Reli ef 

Bill to the ~ pe of nearlj $5 ~000-mi lli on for the unempl oyed o Ther e 
~--"'L, 

was so cial ~hou s i ng and educational help for t he poorest ·and weakest 
I ·-~ 

in the socie t y o The turning aroupd p~1t p e soci eiy began with l i ft i ng 
~(~ --

up the se l owe s t down d)n t he ,a.ogiefy° o An d t he pur po se of governmen t 

a s far · as Rooseve l t wa concern ed was to serve and IDromote and 

protect the interests of t he Am·er i can ma j orityo In his own words: 

"The New Deal has not be en borrowe d from an ali en s our ce ; i t derives 

i t s in pi ra t i on from two earlier dogmas : the ·squar e Deal of Theo:rlore 

Roosevelt and the New Fre edo of Wo odrow Wil son o Li ke these two i t 
se eks t ~ eli mi nate spe c i 1 privilege i n th4 control of the ol d econo~ ­
and soc ial struc tur b · j . . _ e Ya numerically very mall bu t power ful grou 
0 ! indivi duais and to swi ng the pendul um b ck i n the direction of p 
wider distri bution Qf._ the ~~alth and pro_pq1~ of t he , .Am erican citi zen'' 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ \,.., l~ t;N... -s~, li'~ .1,.vrv 



1) The Al can Shutdown 
~--;u:r o - -

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadca's t on Friday . 
January 29 ~ 1982 , 6 ol 0pom 

1-:ll·-~ P ,, l . 

Good even in g : The shuj;down at the Alcan Kirkvi ne works in Man chester 

has made the country ' s gloomy bauxi te- alumina situati on even 

gloomiero The coun try now faces the very di sti nct poss i bility of 

a total shutdown in t he industryo Indee d , reports are t ha t both 

s ide s - management and worker s - have used the threat of ' doi ng a 

Jamalco ', shutting down t he indus try untµ- a__o.ll ~W l abour contract has 
. ~~ 

been signed o An~ i f this were to happen l then even the r educed 
now . 

f ore i gn exchange earnings that we/expec t from bauxi te- alumina will 

be endangered o ' Doing a Jamalco I c an and wi ll hurt .Te.maica gr i evou sl; 

so we must hope tha t both sides can be persuaded by Mr . Shearer to 

back away from a total shutdown of the industrya And I am not sure 

t hat t he tendency among some of our hot- headed political par t isans 
to 

to find vil_lai ns and/scream sabotage will help ease mat terso I thi nk 

it would be better by far for all 
pol i tica1·1y 

as/un charged as pos i ble and give 

4Z.. 
of us t o t ry and keep the atmosphe9 

Mr . Shearer a l l the room fo r 
that he ,can 

maneouevre/pMXXiEZR ge to He wi l l cer tai nly ne e d ito And while we 

wait and hope it might be useful for us to keep i n mind the cen tral 
The is 

i s sue s i nvolved o/ firs t/, that t he last labour contract between the 

Nati on e l Vorkers Uni on and the f i ~e Bauxite- alumina Compan i es expire d 

on t he 31 t of January 9 1981, jus t abou t a year ago o In November of 
old 

1980 , three months befor e t h~ expiry of that/contract , t he NWU 

presen t ed its claim s for a new contract to the five compani e so And 

the compan ies and the un ~on have been talki ng and talking and talki ng 

for the be ~t part of fifteen months now 0 . And fifteen montps is a 
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long time to talk without arrivi ng at any agreement o I thi nk i t 

i s fair to say that i f the world metals market were flour i shi ng 

today., and . if the parent .companies of the local compan i es were not 
would have been r eached 

ri ch in stickpi les of bauxite- alumina , an agreement/and a contract 

signed by now . The trouble is that the metal s market is very depress­

ed 9 t he companie s have huge stockpiles , and so for t he moment 

mai ntain i ng or i ncreasi ng produc t i on i s not all that i mpor tant to 

themo So t he compan i es ar e under no pressure to settl e for a new 

labour contrac t and get on with produc t i on . Thi s i s the se cond 

central issue . The resul t has been al l sorts of delays , with each 

s i de seeking to fur Jher i t s own interests . e ' ve had all sorts of 
like new 

side issues/the date when the/contract comes into f orc•( in the past 

i t was r elated to t he date of expi ry of t he old contrac t) or the 

payment of uni on de l egates a t tending mee tings (which was never an 

i ssue in the past) 9 to t he po i nt where some of us se em almost to 

have forgo tten that the real issue was the hammeri ng out of a new 

labour contract between management and its workerso It has , i n fact 7 

an industri a l 
become something of /4 war of attritiono I n effemt the compan i es are 

l~ agree to 
sayi ng thi ng are bad and ~ cannot/ER as gener ous terms as when 

condi tions were goo do The worker s are not accepting this . They say 
~ 

things are bad f or them as well; l the compan i es , wor l dwide 9 are sti l l 

make profi ts though the s e are reduced , and they do not see why they 1 

what appe ars to be 
And so you come down to/a 

thw workers should 
~~~~lj/be the on l y on ew to sacri fi c e o 

strai ght co l l i s i on of two sets of e conomi c i nterests : the inteEms t s 

of the wor kers and the interest of the companies o If these two 

apparently con licti g se tb of interes t s cannot be re concil ed then 

we may i nde ed have a total shutdown i n J amai ca ' s b uxi te- alumina 

indus try; and Jamaica will suffer 9 whoever else has mi gh t and whoever 
else has r i gh ,, Goodnight 0 



The Utiliti e s : The Problems of Attitude s, 
Performance & Ownership; JPS as indicator. 

NEWS COlVIME TAR Y 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
January 27, 1982 , 6 ol0p om 

Good evening : Prime Mi n i s ter Seaga ' s statement to Parliament and 

the nati on yesterday with its promi se of deliverance from the 

darkness of the past few weeks is most welcome on several counts o 

There is the promise 6 f the short- ter m easing of the power- cuts 

by next week - which , I am sure , all Jamaicans of all v i ews , opinions 

a.nd interests will welcome o Everybody w:ki:i: wan -. to see an end to 

t he darkness and loss of these past weeks o :But by far the more 

i mpor tant aspe c t of the statement wa s i t s careful and detai l ed 

spelling ou t of the pl an of ac t i on worked ou t t o ensure that we 

will in future have a much more reliable electricity suppl y o In 
this 

the JLP 1 s Electi on Manifesto/:t:bur notion of r eli ablili ty was cou13l ed 

with ' reasonable pri ce s', which may be a rather tall or der at thi s 

t i me o The key t hi ng now i s the stabi lity and reliabi l i ty of the 

s ervice ; and we now have a clear time- table against which to measure 

perf ormance and achievemen t o And for me one of the most i nteresting 

aspects of the statement , part explicit , part expl icit , was the 

overview of t he utilities generally : the problems of the JPS were 

part of a wider pattern of problems afflic t i ng our public transport , 

our water 9 our telephone and other services o And a reasonabl e 

conclus ion must be that the s e other u t ilitie s and their problems 

will be tackled i n the same methodi cal, non-ideologic al, non­

do c tri nai~ f ashi on , with vi abili ty as the first concern 0 And yet 

there was n o menti on of di vesti ng the JPS 0 The JPS will be -made 

to perform effic i ently and reliabli t y un der its presen t fo r m of 
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ownershi p., So the issue here , it seems , is not ownership but 

performance and t he i mplication i s that this publi cly owned utility 

c an be made to per f or m sati sfactorily withou t s elling it off to 

private or foreign i nvestor o And clearly , if this can be done\wi th 

one publicly owned uti l ity 9 it c an be done with other publicly owned 

utiliti es o Woul d it not be iron i c i f thi s allegedly con s ervative 

government of Jamaica were to suc c eed i n maki ng our publicly owned 

utili tie s into ec on omi c a lly v i able entitie s! Public ownership has 

been largely discredi te d in Jamai c a because of t he miserably poor 

perfD~m ance of nearly everyon e of t he entities that became publi cly 

ovmedo Memories are short so people do no t remember the very res t rict­

ed area and numbers served by the JPS , the JOS and the fB lephone 

Compan y when they were a ll i n private hands o The JQS pli ed only 

h i ghly profi t abl e routes; the J·ps made only h i gh- return proft table 

install ations ; and so did the Tele phone Company o The vast expansions 

with t he i r socia l benefits to commun ities at li ttle profit to the 
mai n ly 

operators of t he utili t i es/mx:x~ came about after publi c ownershipa 

Spe cial low far es f or s c hoo l c h ildr en and old people are part of the 

co s tly social benefi ts of publ i c owner shi p o We need to bear all this 

i n mi nd when we c r itici se public ovmersh i po Housing developers do not 

wan t to build houses for the poorest peo p l e , bec ause it i s unpofitable 

and uneconomi c: so eithertha governm ent does it or the poor have no 

housi ngo Thi s is the type of so c ial c harge the publi c utili t i es at 

times carrieda But public ow~ership ~l s 91 bred ~ s_ense of self- s e r vin g 
~ --~ -o A- ~ ~lt: ~ c:u,.;_f~(/afaU j 

arrogance i n some worker i t hey c ouldn ' t be fired so anything was 

go o d enough for the public; and managements saw or pre tende d to see 

profttabil ity as a dirty word ; and 4n i nfantile brand of le ftism fed 

it a ll., Now , t here is a dinttnct poss i bi l i t of a JLP government 
k • bl' a.- y 

1'.1a ~ng pu ic ownr. ship viabl e and thus ,t: es_llec~able be c ause it reall y 
i s i n the public interest . What a b low :fe?~ocialist~ that woul d be 

Goo dnigh t 0 



1 ) The Publ i c Interes t: what is it? Who serves i t? 
Z) The Italian- oviet Fallout : end of the monolith? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monda y 
January 25 9 1982 , 6ol0pom 

Good evenin g: Ac cordin g to yesterd y ' s Sunday Sun, the President 

of the Private Sector Organisation of Jamai ca on Sa turday t ol d the 

annual convention of the Jamaica Gasolene Retai l er ' s Associati on 

that the private sector had to rid itself of the ' get- rich- quick 

syndrome ' and expose the fest- buck opera tors who h d no qualms 

bou f leec ing ~he publi co rs o Henriques reportedly challenged the 

private sector to put its house in order and to so a ct that i t 

cannot be held responsible for any failings in the country ' s systems 0 

And at this same Convention the JGRA i s reporte d t o have i ssued a.n 

ultimatum to the oil mar keti ng companies about the shortage of 

petr ol deliveries o You will recall that the JGRA had previ ously 

complained that deliveries to some of ±ts members were at times short 

of the •f ••e volume ordered or paid foro And at the same conventi on 

t he Mi nister of State for Mining and En ergy said there would be no 

further war nings fo r gas sta tion operators who sell pe t ro l on 

unauthorised days and hours . This sort of operation is clearly 

coun ter to t he government ' s energy con servation pol icy; but t hen 

so must be the fact of the increased numbers of spa:mking , bi g , new 

pr i vate cars on our roads o So, at that one convention of one . e. servic 

group in the society , a number of our mot pressing problems came 

to the surface o There is what one editorial describes as ' national 

thiever y i n hi gh place s ' ; there i s the blatant viol ati on by some 

of its members of the laws ar d regul ati ons govern i ng the operati ons 

of that particular servic e group 0 And , going beyond just that 
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apparently t,,t 
pc1rticular group , and/sufficien t'" wi de spread for t he President of the 

Private Sector Organisati on to feel the need to condemn i t , there 

is the ' get- rich- quick syndrome r with its f as t-buck operators who 

have no qualms abou t fleec i ng the publico So where , in all thi s , 

lies the na tiona l i nterest? 

t he nati on J i nterest that we 

their unions c ause stoppages 
.. 

How do we i dentify 9 in t h is i nstan c e , 
$_ 

are ~ o hot about whenever workers and 

or shutdowns? Where l i es the nation al 

interest i n t he context of violent and capri cously varyi ng prices 

for t h ~ same pair of shoes , or the same pi ece of cloth ing or the 

same item of food 9 depending on where you buy it? Is MX ' nati onal 

t hievery in hi gh places 1 to be den ounced any l ess by leaders of 

church and state t han nati onal thievery in low places? If the answer 

is no , then why do we hear so littl e about t he one and so much about 
national consensus 

t he other? I suggest t hat the/N«RRX£Mx we all say we wan t , begi ns 

hereo Do you reinem·ber how it was with t hose early Labour Days when 

a majori ty of J amai cans wer e i nspi re ctlr o p~ bour and a lot of 

love for J amaica i nto Labour Day? We had that na t i on a l consensus for 

a br ie f spell then o To be sure it wa s blown later; but we had i t 

briefly , an d i t was go od and it was bas ed on t he noti on~ of equity; 

equity of effor t, equity of re s ponsibility , each withi n his mr her 

own sphere o It can be recaptured , perhaps more lasti ngly, if we sort 

out the true na ture of the nati onal interest ., It i s not the same 

t hing as t he sectional or class or econ omic or:. parti san i nterest: i t 
~ ~ ~~ ,',,. t;, ~ ~ . 

i s a synthe si s of all Land something mor e oL And f in a lly and briefly , 

t he most politi cally signi lfiicant news on t he i de·ological front i s 

the noV\ apparen t½/~ b~ en t he Soviet Commun i s t Party an d t he 

Italian Communi } Party , which is the 1{gest communi st party i n 

We s tern Europeo The i mplica t i ons for t he future poli t ic al shape of 

both the Eas tern and Western power blocs i i ke ly to be profound 0 

But more on t ha t another timeo Goo dni gh to 



Po l and 9 the Mid- East , South Africa : 
The morality of the Power Gameo 

NEWS COl\/IlVIEN TARY 
For broadcas t on Fri day 
Januar y 22 , 1982 9 6 al 0p om 

Good even i ng : On Wednesday of this week , after days of behi nd- the­

s cenes jockeyi ng , t he Unite d Nati ons Se curity Council f i nall y took 

a vo t e on the resol uti on pr opose d by Jordan calli ng f or voluntary 

ec onomi c and po l itical san c t i ons agai nst Israe l for its annexation 
·,\\. 

of the Gola Heights a Ni ne member s of the Se curi t y Council - Jordan 
Poland , 

(the spon sor ) , t he Pe opl e ' s Republic of Clilllla a , Guyana , / the Soviet 

Un i on, Spain , Togo , Uganda an i Zai re - vo t ed for the i mposition of 

vol untary sanctions o Fi ve member s - Br i tai n , Fran ce , Ireland 9 

J apan and Pan ama - abstai ned o The Un ited St a tes voted agai ns t t he 

i mposition of sanctions against Israe l for its annexati on of the 

Syrian Hol an Heights whi ch it had occupi ed s i n ce t he 196 7 Arab­

Israeli Waro You will recall that i n a dramatic and surpri se move 

from his hopsital bed last December 1 4 , Israeli Prime Mini ster 

Menachem Begi n went by whe! l chair to the Israeli Parliamen t to 

announ ce t he annexati on of the Golan Height so You will also recall 

t hat i n appaBent anger and disappr oval t he United States publi cly 

su pended a secur ity treaty just worked out ·between i tse l f and 

Israe l o And you wi ll further r e call that on December 17th the UaN o 

Se curity Counci l unan i mousl y passed a resol ution denoun cing the 

Israeli annexation and demandi ng t hat i t be cancelledo Tha t 

resoluti on described the Isr eli annexati on of the Golan He i ght s as 

' an a c t of aggression ' o he Israeli s have i gnore~ the Security 

Council resolution and so J ordan , one of t he most moderate of the 

'mo derate ' pro- Ameri can and pro- Wes tern Arab states , and a current 
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non- permanent member of t he Security Council, circulated a draft 

of a resu1:ution calling for sanctions against Israelo Under heavy 

American pressure Jordan modified its resolution so tha t the 

sancti ons , i f agreed to , woul d be voluntary rather than mandatory" 

Those who did not want to i mpose the san c t i ons woul d not be boun d 

by the resolution . Sti l l, as last ni ght ' s news made clear , t he 

United States voted against t he resoluti on , t hus veto- i ng it because 

a negati ve vo t e on any i s sue by any one m ll[]][ permanen t member of the 

Security Council automaticall y c ance l s ito And today t he Arab 

world , fr om far left to far right 9 from religi ous fanat i cs to 

moderate pro- Westerners , are all expressi ng some of the most bitter 

anti- Americ an sentiments heard and read in a very long timeo 

Whether this new wave of bitter anti- Ameri c an i sm i n the Arab world 

will be temporary or las t i ng i s anybody ' s guess: it is certainly too 

early t o attempt any intelligent forecast o What i s certai n i s that 

the next few months are going to see a heightenin g of con front­

ationist political ten sion i n the Middle Eas t: a volatile situation 

will become a little more volatile; and moderate regimes which 

looked t o the Wes t may come under more pressure from the so- called 

extremi s ts; the whole area , will , i n shor t , become even more of ' a 

target of opportun i ty ' for the mas ters of the geopolitical power gamE 
hand and 

And the American/chips , this time , may not be as good as i t has been, 

The dichotomy between Americ a ' s att i tude and action ove r Afghanistan 
and acti on 

nd Poland , and its at t itude/over t he much grosser and more l ong-

s j anding violati on of human righ t s in South Africa and now the 

annexa t i on of the Golan , will agai n raise profound ques tion s through-
out the Thi rd World about the '· i n d of _ fre 0 11 terice. de ;tler1ds ., 

. . . r a i se s anew 
e ach u es t 19nin 0 , and its answers, /~imiRi~kR~ th t · 

4-c '::>~ ~,~ ~ IM.~ e ques i on of 
whether~ re is i any real ~ uali tati ve diffe~ ce between ca.pi t ali sm 
and communi sm . Cfoodnigh to 



Jamaica School of Agriculture Ac t Repe aled: 
a) A break with a Pprliamentar y Convention 
b) he Danger of Cancelling the Past 

NEWS COMM EN 'rAR Y 
For broadcas t on Wednesday 
January 20 , 1982 , 6 .lOp.,m 

Good evening : The Jamai can Parliament last night re peal ed the 

Jamaica School of Agri culture Acto This means that there is now 

no l onger i n exi s ten c e any legal enti t y known as the Jamaica School 

of Agriculture. And this , in turn , means that all those legal action i 

which were pending and which had to do with the i Ct i ons of the 

Mi nister of Education in the closing of the School no longer have 
in l aw 

any basis/ The courts cannot order the Minister to desist from 
to 

certa in action~, or/perfor m certain acti ons i n r elation to a non-

exi stent school. There is no longer a J SA, so t here is no longer a 

JSA Board; so any declaration s about the JSA are really poi ntl ess , 

and our courts of law do not usually go in for po i ntl ess declar a tiol 

An d I do not think , myself , that there is ari.y profoun d l egal or 

Constitu t i onal pr i nciple involved here on which the courts can take 

a stand : b~ t t hi s ia a layman ' s view , not t hat of a Constitutional 

lawyer ., ere I do t hi nk legal r em emy may stil l be poss i bl e i s i n 

t he case s where i ndividuals have suffered provable l os s : f or i n a tanc 

a s t dent who gave up a job , or travelled fr om an other country at 
on the promi s e 

great expense ,/mxNXKaxxx« of being ac cepted at the JSA: such may 

be able to recover t heir losseso Bu t any acti on about the schoo l 

itself has been effecti vely killed by last nigh t ' s repeal of the 

JSA Acto So what can we say about the deat h of t he JSA? Ahd about 

the manner of its dyi ng? Fi rst , I thi nk , that the same re sult 

could have be en ach ieved without the government l ayi ng i t self open 

to the cha.-ge of t he abuse of power. Once the decision to c lo se ·t he 
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School 
/had been made the first steps ould have been to repeal the Jamai ca 

Sc ool of Agriculture Ac t ; everything else would then have f oll owed 
the governmen t 

wi t hou t/x.:t being charged with using its over whelmi ng parli amen te.ry 

power to frustrate due processo As it is , this is now a strong chargeo 
the 

Then , too , there is the matter of/parliamentary convention that you 

do not take away from t he citizen any right ~ce it has been conferre c 
one 

by lawo Li ke all convention s , this/is no t legally binding but respect 

for i t has been one of t he ba e s of confi denc e which make gover nment 

by the freely expressed will of t h e people possi ble o If people ever 
once in power any 

come <ho f ear that any governmen·t/mi ght take way/xkSt.tx legally conferr 

ed ri ght, confi dence in the democratic proc es~ will be seriousl'y' e:foa.l 
But for me personally , perhpps the most seri ous and the mos t saddenin€ 

aspect of the complete wiping out of i he J maica Schoo l of Agriculture 

is the fact that we have again cancelled an i mportan t piece of the 

J amaican pasto For all its faul ts and failures , real and alleged , the 

Jamaica School of Agriculture has llaum. over the year s , played a 
and influen cing 

critical role i~ pr odu~i ng/the men and women who became the movers 

and shape rs of modern Jamai ca o It predate s and in fluenced J amaica ' s 
and agricultural 

mo dern national pol i tical/movemen t~: it was there before the PNP and 

the J LP an l \-he trade union s o And now we wipe it out as though i t i s 

a pme ce of nothingo An d each time J amai cans cancel any i mportant 
of t heir past 

facet/Dlxik.taxma,: i n, ,,, t ~ way , they mak!e t neir future that much more 
er- 'J:: 1,-w).)v~ our 

difficulto The past r /¥1CN.X history and our c ollective experien ce; 

the wise earn from the past and build on it for the future; i t{tis 

a measure of both achievement an~ fai l ure and thus~ signpost t o the 

future , provi ded we learn fr om it and build on ito · I"' is t ha t continu­

ity without which stability and progress are not possi ble , be cau~e 

without it e ach and every 

scratcho The s crapped JSA 
generati on... m'tt,t star t all over 9 from 

i ~Lmo~ ~~ "7oyrs of Jamaic a ' s pas t o 
• ~ o, , :ir A 1 ~0./~~ Goodnight -2 



1) Sugar Workers Resume 
2) reduction Incentives 
3 ) Who CBrries t he Losses? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broaJicast on . Monday 
January 18 9 1982 , 6ol0pom 

Good evening : The best local news to come out of this past weekend 

was the de cision of the Innswood sugar wo"rkers t o end their str ike 
. 

and go back to work so tha t, i n Agricul t ur e Mini ster Broderickts 

words, " the normal pro c e.ss~p 'of negoti ations t o deal w:i. th the 
-

matter s i n disput e " can come into pl ay ., In bi s ·appeal to the workerE 
. . 

l ast Friday , the Minis t er had again spelled out t he s ick state i n 

whi ch t he sugar i ndustry i s at presento And so it is good t hat the 

workers and· their unions have he e de d the appeal; it is also in 
• I 

their own best se l f -interes to The diff i cult questi on is : at . 
h~ppens when the negotiations on t he i r wage cla im s are resume d? 

The two un i on s repre s enting the sugar workers - the BITU and NWU -

have pat in a joi nt cl a i m for a 33., 3% pay i n crease for the 1981/82 

sugar crop 9 a s well as for i mproved ·fr i nge memefits , pl us a 25% 

crop bonus ' on gross earnings for 1981/82 , a 1 5% shi f t premium 9 $20 

for clothi ng- allowan ce and triple time for public holidayso Now , 
. ( . 

in today$ con text and under today ' s conditi ons tha:t ki nd of cla i m/4 

is not at all ou trageous - thmt, is 9 if the in dustry i nvolved i s 

f lour i shi ng an d maki ng money a But what i f t he i ndustry involve d 

is de ep i n ·debt and losi ng money? And , more i por tant , what i f 

t he industry i nvo lved which is deep i n deb t and losing money i s 

a l so publi cly owned? Do we just say that the taxpayer s mus t pay more 

in order to ensure t h t 
s 

the workers get the better pay and con di tiox 
.I 

they demand? In short, where is the money to come from to pay for 

t h e i ncrease s t e ·worker s and their W1ions want? 
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Logi cally, and ideally 9 all pay increases and other rewards 9 be 

they to workers or managements or stockholder ~, shoul d come out 

of a company ' s or an i dus t ry • s Bulilsness operations and the profits 

or surplus generated by t hose opera t i on so In t ight or difficul t 

situation s where there are no profits or surplusses a bu siness may 

draw on i t a reserve to make such payments; but on c e the r eser ves 

run out the company , i t s workers , i ts management and its s t ockho l ders 

ei t her hold strain un t i l thi ngs tur n aroUD d , and_ they all work like 

blaze s to he l p hasten that tur n ar ound 9 or else the whole enterprise 
• 

c ol lapses. An d t hi s is how it woul d be i f the sugar industry were 

i n private hands today : inde e d thi s i s how i t was when the i ndustry 

was in private hands - and , r emember , i t a ways paid its way be cause 

everybody knew that the mo ent it did not pay its way or have 

reserves t o f all back on, it would fo l do ~ ems t o be some ol d 

no t i on that thi s basi c e con omi c pri ncifJ..e Lc an somehow be . s i destepped 

if the enter pri se i nvolved is publ i _cly rather t han private l y owned~ 

And s o we had the bu i ne ss¢wi th the JOS , whi ch was pEofitabl e unti l 

it wen t into publi c hands, and whi ch is now a mess,, And it se em s t o 

me that unles s the workers i n the sugar ~n dus t r y , and the i r un i ons , 

f a ce this on e, they too will soon be i n t he s ame mess as the JOS: 

i ndeed , t hey are not all that far fr org., it now. We warn e d the un i ons 
~ (t_-2, cl~ 

representi_ng the J OS workers t i me and agai nt Let us hope they have 

1 arned f r om that disas ter and wi l l not repeat it i D sugar. For t he 

sugar i ndustry to surv ive and turn around demands f or bet t er pay 'an d 

conditi ons mus t either be treate d a s i ncen tive s for c learl y defi ned 

areas for i mproved pr_oducti on and._per f orman c e or , bet t er still, must 
0 

_be related t o i ncreased produc t i on o The American autrorker's union i s 

~ight now m~gotiati ng a ~utback i n pay and fj i nges i n exchange for 
Jo b security bec ause it has f inally d wn ed on t hem tha t the workers 
t oo, mus t bear their share when any enterpri se suffers losses . Let 
us hope our sugar worker s , and other s in loss ~o s i t i ons , get th~ po int 

~ 



The Economics of Survival: 
Domestic Agriculture as a key survival kit 

\. 

NEWS COlVlMEN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Frid4y 
January 1 5 9 1982 , 6 ol0p . m 

with 
Good evn i :i;:ig : It is becoming i ncreasingly evi dent/every passi ng 

day that 1982 i s most unlikely to be the year of Westerm economic 

r e c overy that some American and Eur opean economists p~edicted or 

hoped for toward the end o·f .1981_., And if the We s tern economies 

c_onti n~e to b~ i n trouble and con tinue to stagnate , it i s most 

unlikely that dependent economi es like tha t of Jamaica will 

flourish and growo Already we are see i ng the disastrous effects 

on the local bauxi te/a1um·na i ndustry of the turndown i n the 
~ 

American metal s market o And , you know 9 even if we had the a l ternativ< 

markets t hat some theorists are so keen on 9 it r eally woul d not 

s olve the _probl em. : i t would ease it very slightl y and very fraction­

ally because t hose alternative markets would t ake only a t i ny frac t ­

ion of the volume normally taken by our tradi t iona~ North ~erican 

marke tso I t is little use ,havi ng,or .owni ng , _all the bauxi te/alumina 

in the wor l d if you cannot sel l i t 9 Please don_ t "t gE,; t me wrong : I am 

all for di versif~ca t i o!1 of marketi ng bµ t I think it is foo lish to 

see that a s a kind of panacea for all our bauxi te/ alumi na troubl e s o 

Our real troubl e i s the decline in cons~Ptmon and the con t _ra.ction 

i n our traditional markets o So we ear n less than we had banked on; 

and all o~r plans whi ch were predic a t ed on a certai n level of 

earnings from our bauxi te/alumina in dustry , are in troubleo We may 

have to revi se those plans and look for al t~rnati ves to make up 

the shortfall i n our anti cipated ear ningso One of our hopes mus t 

be tha t tourism wi ll help to make up any shortfall i n anticipated 



2 

fore i gn exchange earnings caused by th~ collapse i n the North 

American meta.ls market o Another h ope must be fo r i ncreased earnings 

from non~traditi onal exports o I do not thi nk our tradi t i onal 

expor t agri cul ture wi l l be of much help , cer tai n l y not for t h i s 

year , and perhaps not even for next year : sugar produc tion i s way 

down ; c i trus and bananas 8 re not very much better ; and we jus t do 

' not have enough of our highly valued coffee to earn the ki nd of 

foreign exchan ge it i s capable of br i nging i n o So we are not likely 

to fare any better than the metropoli tan economi es , espe c ially the 

Ameri c an e conomy on which we are s o dependento That , like it or not 9 

i s the real i t y and we do not serve J amaica ' s best interes t by 

pretending otherwise o uch of our hope s for economic recov ery must, 

of ne cessity , depend on Ameri can and Wes t Europe an e«omomi c 

recovery. The sonner those economies , especial+Y the American 

economy , turn around 9 t he sooner will our prospeQt s begi n to i mprove, 

So , in terms of t he economics of surv i v al, we are into somethi ng of 

a ho ldi ng positi on: we must hol d on as best we can till t h e world 
- . 

economic picture changes for the be tter. An d in t he meanti me we have 

t o cu t our clo t h t o suit our purse; and we have to find ways of 

sur vival t hat will ~o t un def m~n~~ or ero de the recovery effor to And , 
tta.--~ l l ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ 

in 1@82, domesti c agricul~ure l might agai n become a ke y to surviva l 

as the fore i gn exchange be comes scarcer ~ d scarcer and we cannot 
spl ur geing •\I.Q "'-cJia.,r ~ ~ . 

go on/Eoc~x«g it on i mpor t ed foo t The troubl e i ~ that support for 

agriculture i s something of an un popular cause at t he momen t 0 In 
. . 

France , Britai n , Germany , Canada and even the Un i ted State s 9 price 
. .. 

supports and other forms of protection for agriculture , are seen and 

accepte d as essential to agtcul tural producti on and vi tality. Only 

i n Jamai c a do we have the mi sguided notion t hat our farmers mus t 

compe te with every form of sur pl u produce that a bi g pDwancer like 
the Unite d States m y wi sh to dump . '.l.'ha t, for us 9 is not the road 
t o survival duri ng a hard and di ffi cult world economic crisis o Goodni 



The Economics of Survival : 
The Bauxi te/Alumina Crisis . 

NEWS COMlVIEN TARY 
For bro a dcast on Wednesday 
J. anuar y 13 , 1982 , 6 ., lOp . rn 

Good evening : The l abour- relati ons cris i s i n t he bauxite/alumina 

i ndustr y 9 which l ooked s o very t hreatening last week , has eased 

considerbal y this we ek o Mr . Hugh Shearer has succeeded i n leading 

the two si des back to the gargaining table ; the National Workers 
new 

Union has decided to presen t r evised claims fo r a/ wage and fr i nge 

benefi t agreement ; and the dispu t e is back with the par t i es i nstead 

of being handled at the Tribunal leve l ; and , most important , t hose 

two seasoned veteran partners- i n- negotiati ons ovef many years , 

Hugh Shearer and Michae l ~an l ey wi l l be deali ng wi t h each o ther 

a ero s the bargaining table - all of which makes the prospects 

for a c commodati on so much greater than they were l ast week ., But 

a l l this i s on l y one1 ?o' the crisi s i n an industry which ac c ounts 

for something l i ke two- thirds of Jamai ca ' s foreign exchange earn i ngs( 

Jamalc o • i s still c l osed ; and f or eve r y day that i t is clo sed Jamaica 

i s r eportedly l osi ng some $60 9 000- U.,. So a dayo .And without tha t 

ki nd of l oss Jamai c a i s a l ready havi ng foreign exchange diffi culties 

And please , let us try and get away from the pointl ess non serrne 

of finding scapegoats and apportion i ng vill ainous blame a The a l umina 

bus iness worldwide i s in crmmis ~ Markets for alumina have de cli ned 

dramatically everywhere o The par ent companies of our l oca l bauxite/ 

alum i na industry have all had to cut back. North Ameri can alumina 

produc t ion is down to les s than 75% of rated capacity i n some cases 0 

~ rs have been laid off; plants have been clbsed down . An d 

r when any i ndu s try i s i n thi s sor t of state i t looks for ways of 
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tighten i ng up and holding on until things turn around for the better 

Indeed 9 what aggravates the situation i s that the parent companies 

of t he local industry have huge stockpi leso They can , frankly and 

bluntl y , do without getti ng any Jamaic a alumina for a very long time 

without feeling i t " It is , i n short , more economi c to close down 
market 

hi gh- cost operations like those in Jamaica in the present/context 

t han it is to keep them goingo And please don 't forget , they are 
i n the first pl ace • 

i n bu s iness/to make a profi t for their i nvestors and shareholder s o 

So profi tabili ty i s the bottom l in e o Thi s is the context i n which 

we should see the Jamalco close- down o Like it or not 9 the waythings 

a.re today , all the companies c ould clo s e down for the next six 

months or s o without sufferi ng any great f i nancial har dshi p" Jamaica 

on t he other hand would suffer a great deal mor e than even th~ 
in such an event . 

workers in the bauxi te/alumin a i ndustry/ As it is I suspe c t tha t 

our Eauxite Levy taki ngs are go i ng to be much less than they were 

i n 1980 0 And so we are back to the problem of the rec oncili ng of 

apparently qivergi ng self- interests . The com~anies hav e a f i rst 

~uty to their stockholders; the un i ons have a first duty to their 

members ; th~ government has a first duty to protect the national 
J amaican 

economic life- l i ne o It is be caase of t his/government first du t y 
because 

and/ of the American Government I s perception of its own global 
·, 

socio- poli ti cal self-in terest that J amaica ha s been treated as 

somethi ng of a special case where the alumina/bauxi te i ndustry i s 

concernedo The J amaican Pri rr.e Minister has gently persuaded the 

Ameri can power brokers of the i mportance of the in dustry to h i s 
i n turn 

recovery plans ; and they/have gently persuaded t he companies to 

c o- operate o It seems to me that the un i ons now must see the i r f i rst 

duty to their members;t~ protecti ng the i r jobs by he l pi ng to keep 

the plants goingo Nobody 9 not th~ ompanies 9 not the government 9 not 
t ne gn llf.lrn1K1 . n .t workers .will_J?;et dth~:v.:twant i n the present diffic-ult c imate i n tne indus~Tyo oo nign 



1) NATO MeO,ting on Poland 
~ ) Ambivalence about Trade Un ions 
3) Hwnan Rights Doubl e Standard 
4) Unemployment & War 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcas t on Monday 
January 11, 1982 , 6 ol0pom 

Good evening: be terrible, devastati ng v sub- zero weather was 
the 

the h i ghpoint of t h e weekend news all over/no~ hern reftgions of 

our earth. If Jamai ca , for instan c e , or sub- Sahara Africa , or the 

Indian sub- continent , were hit by the kind of freez i ng co l d the 

people of east and we s t Europe , of north America and most par ts of 

n G~ hern As i a experienced this past weekend the death-toll woul d 

have been counted in the millions o Just thi nk wha t would happen 

i n Jamaica i f we were exposed to twenty- four hours of below- freezing 

wea t her 0 Even those peoples who are used to t he bi t t er c ol d and 

who have learnt to survi ve in face of it have been hard put to go 

on over this past weekend : this is especially true of the v ery old 

and the weak and the poor o But a ll t he money i n t he world cannot 

he l p a fam i ly when t he power lines are down and the pi pes are frozen 

and t he roads are bl ocked and t hey are cut off from all outside 

contact by a ragi ng snow stormo So let us count our blessings and 

be grateful for being in warm J maica , i n spite of the power cuts 

and the water . shor tage? and ~he poor tr~~ port and the high prices . 

Right now , mi lli orj s u pon milli ons of people i n h i ghly deve loped 

and rich countries are physicall y worse off than the poorest 

Jamaicans o Of course this will not las t for long : but it is a f a c t 

right n ow; and it is worth a passing t hought o And mfui ll the events 

i n Poland seem to conti nue to dominate Western , especially American , 
exc lusion 

preoccupation a_lm ost to the ~Xl9t3t1sit~ of everything else , or at least 

to the po i nt · where almost everything else i s on a very low back 
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burn er . So t he NATO Foreign Min i sters mee t i ng i n Brussels today 

will again di scuss t he declaration of mar tia l l aw i n Polan d and 

what to do about ito The United St ate s will again t ry to persuade 

its Europe an allies to agree on s ome uniform acti on to puni sh both 

the Soviet Union and Poland for smashing the Soli darity Trade Un ion" 

The Europeans are no more like ly to go along wi t h sanctions now 

t han they were a week ago o Indeed , the Euro peans differ from t he 
now 

Americans i n t hat they/ wan t t o use what they describe as ' an 

i nducement package' of massive food and o t her aid t o t emp t Poland 
go 

to end its marti al law and/back to ne go t i a t i ng wi th Sol i dari t y o 

I thi nk the mos t t hat will come out of t oday ' s NATO me eti ng is 

un i for m con demnati on but no agreemen t on uniform a c t i on: to o many 
nati onal 

«xi±N~xxxxx«xconflicti ng/self- i nterests are at pl ~y - even t he 
the other day 

American President had to assure worried American farmers/that their 

agri culture would not be used as a weapon agai nst t he Sovi ets over 

Po l and o So the r hetori c wil l be stron g ; but with little ac t i on a 
grassroo t s 

An d as/ world opinion over the Poli sh affair begi ns to surfa.c e two 

po i nt s a.re noted , especially among the non- ali gne do First the 

ambivalence a.bout trade un i ons o Peopl e who are or who appear to be 

pr epared to crush trade unions i n their own countrie s are suddenly 

champion s of a trade un ion i n c ommunist Polando Why? And secon d 9 

Human Ri gh ts o 
/i,eople who are not overly concern ed about human rights in other 

pl ace , in pl aces l i ke South Af rica for i nstance , are suddenly 

ob se saed wi th human rights i n Po lando If t he orchestrated propagandE 

pr e ssure which has be en unleashe d over Po l and , had been unleashed 

over South Africa ' s i llegal oppupation of Namibia , Namibi a mi ght 
commun i s t 

well have been an independent country today : no/superpower woul d 

~ave stood in the w~y. of Namibian i ndependence o And final l y a. worry­
in~ t hough t bOUt r isin g unempl oyment i n t he worl d : i n t he past t he 
qui ckest and easies t waj out of unemployment was war 0 Goodnight o 



Trouble in the Bauxite/Alumina Industry 

NEWS COMlVIENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
January 8 ; 1982 , 6al0pom 

Good evening: Wi th Jamalco closed down , and t h e hourly paid work 

force at Alpart suspended , Jamaica i s faced wi t h very serious 

industrial and economic trouble i n the very first working week of 

a brand new year o If this trouble in t he bau«ite/alumina industry 

is not settled very quickly then the Jamaican economy may be 

gri evously damaged and all our h opes fo;~ conomic growth in 1982 

may be dashed: certainly , our difficult foreign exchange situation 

would be made i nfinitely worse a So , much of the nati on t s h ope s for 

economic recovery and stability ride on Mr . Hugh Shearer ' s efforts 

to restore relati ve i ndustrial peace to t h e bauxite i ndustry o And 

i f t h ere is any one single individual i n J amai ca today who comman ds 
the k in d of 

/respect i n both labour and management circles of the bauxite in dus try 

that would make success a possi bili ty , that man i s Hugh Shearero 

If Mro Shearer c annot le ad the parties away from an i ndustr i a l 

show- down and back to the bargaining table , then I do not think any­

on e els e can e So we must all hope that ro Shearer will succeedo 

Let us also hope that nobody , be t hey labour or management in the 

bauxi te i ndustry or be they outsi de the i ndustry , wi ll do anything 

to aggravate t his difficult and trying situa t i on : t h e task of 

trying to restore i ndustri a l pe ace ~s going to be difficult enough 

without any mi s ch ief-making from any quarters o Labour n egotiati ons 

are not , and should not be seen or treated a s a state of war in 

which one s ide or t h e other mu s t e i t h er be totally defeated or 

stomped i nto the groun d o On e of our probl·ems is that some of us 
do project l abour di spu tes and labour negotiations in thi·s 

light 0 
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For some Lus , depending on which side we support, the totally 

sinister villamn i s either management or labour : our side 7 the side 

we support , are ~he good guys and the agents of progress and enlight~ 

enment and development; t he other s ide are the enemies of progress 

and enlightenment and producti on o And so we lay the grounds for the 

confrontati on i st mentality i n whi ch one side must totally defeat 

the other 'in the national interest 'o The tacit assumption here is 

that one side is for and one side is against the national intere sto 

I thi nk we must get away from thi s dangerously destructive simpli­

ficat i on o I do not think the bauxite companies wi ll come here and 

i nvest vast sums of money and r i sk huge losses for the dubious 

pleasure of smashi ng the Jamaican trade union movernen t o Si milarly, 
Jamaican 

I do not thi n k the/trade union movemen t will frivolously risk 

be i ng smashed , or at the very least being severely crippled, by 

forcing an unnece ssary show- down at a time when all the objective 

con ditions of the market place favour the companies o I choose to 
self-

thi nk i nstead that the/interests of the companies dictatefo their 

action in pre ci selj the same way that the self-interests of the 

work ers dictate their a ctiono If we say there is no reasonable and 

fair and equi table me eti ng point between t h ese two sets of self­

interests then we are sayi ng the companies can survive without the 

workers and the w~ s can survive without the companies : andr h is 

is just not true; 1-rih ~ survive for a short time , perhaps 9 depend 

. ...... 
i n g on many factors . Bu t s ooner or later they will need each m~her 

i n order to prosper an ' survive o They are interdependent , in a 

delicate, shifti ng relationsh i p 9 especially among free men i n free 

soci eties1 Let us hope that both sides in the bauxite/alumina i n dust ~ 

understand thm$, and underst~ t they are going . to hav~ to go ~n 

deal i ng with each othe~when the }crisis, both domestic and i nternation 
al, is over o An d let th~ re be ~ ~ sake of Jamaic a 0 Goodnigh 



Productivity ,O@nwrship, Labour 
& the Quality of Suppor t Services 

NEWS COlVIMEN TAR Y 
For broadcas t on Wednesday 
Januar y 6 9 1982 , 6 ol0p om 

(~ 

Good even i ng : If 1982 i s t o be t he year of Lpr oduc t i on t hat we all 

hope for , if it is to be t he year that the J amai can ec onomy i s to 
growt h 

show po si tive/which benefits mos t Jamaicans , t hen we are going to 

have to deal with cer tain key services on which that growth depends o 

Li ght and power a.re the most obvious of these key s ervices; and 

our electr icity supply system has no t be en anything to shout about 
holiday 

of lateo Over the{New- Year Chris t ma perio d we havv had just about 

the mos t massive power failure I think Jamaica has ever had a For 

mos t of us , espe cially as it was the holi day period, t his was a 

dome stic an d social inconvenienceo But i n statement on New Year ' s 

Eve the Private Se c t or Organisation of Jamaica put the matter in its 

nation a l economic context. It said the recent spate of power cuts 

had cost the country million s of dollars , much of i t i n s carce 

fo re ign exchange; and it war ned that investors would be r eluctant 

to t;eo- put new i nve s tments i n to a coun try with an unreliable elec t­

r i city service. The PSOJ t hen propose d t hre e solution s to the problem 

Fi rs t , that t he power genera ting pl ants of t he alumina/bauxite 

compan ies be joi ned t o t he nati onal grid , even on a temporary basis o 
, on the face of it , help t o bet ter I, 

Thi s/is an excellent idea i n princ i pleo I t woul d/serve the energy 

ne e ds of other busines e s as well as of t he J amaican consumer 0 Bu t 1 

and t his i s a very big but , the generati ng plan t s of t he bauxite/ 

alumina compan i es are t heir own pr ivate proper ty , buil t with their 

own priva te money , fo r t he i r own pr i va te purposes o Their operations 

are h i gh en er gy c onsumi ng and any i nterrupti ons i n their supply 
~ 

woul d prove mos t co s tly. So it w~ not be i n their i nterest 
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at al l to join their reliable generati ng pl ants to an unreliabl e 

nati onal grid o An-yway , that was t he first suggesti ono The se cond 

was t he con_tracti ng out of main t enan ce work t o private operators o 

I was under t he impression t hat t he Company had been doing this to 

some exten t o In deed , one of the directi ves in t hat recent memorandum 

from t he n ew Board of Di rectors whi ch reporte dly had something to 

do ·with t he resi gnati on of the Managi ng Director 9 wan ted greater 

Boar d supervision over such contracti ng of work to pr i v a te operators o 
Go 7ernmen t 

The t h ird propo sa1i was t ha t t he/«Mm~X« consider di vesting i tself of 

t he J·amaica Publi c Servic e Company o The bi g ques tion here 9 i t seems 

to me·, i s : divest t o whom? If ther e is a group or consortium of 

Jamaican entrepeneurs who are willi ng to put up their mon ey and buy 

out the Jamaican @overnmen t and t r y to run t he JPS mor e efficien tly 9 

& its profits if any 
t hen divestment might i ndeed be a very good idea; the c ompany/will 

then remain i n Jamaican hands and if those hands manage it more 

effi cientl y so much the be tter for all of us o If , on the otherhand , 

i t i s to be di ve s t ed into foreign ownership t hen a whole n ew range 

of questi ons come i nto play , including tha t of a stepped up outflow 

of fore i gn exchange o I am not sure that we c an just divest our 

prob~ems away whenever thi ngs go wrong o The real challenge is for 

J amai cans to t hemse l ves so l ve t heir pr oblems i nstead of alw ys seeing 

o t her s as so l vi ng those problems o And wha t applies to l ight and 

power applies equall y t o transport and to water o I reall y do not kn ow 
man y -

how som«/J ama ican workers perfor m as we l l as t hey do when t h ey have 

to spen d hours i n di s c omfort i n or der to get t o and from work , and 

t h en be further i n conveni en ced by often not havi ng wa ter t o wash away 

t he day ' s sweat and grime or l i gh t by which to co ok an even i ng mea l o 

This gen era l y poor quality of social suppor t s er vi ce s adds up to 

just about the greatest di since t i v e to t hat higher produc t i vi ty we 
we say we wa.'Yl t o So do some thin g about it , please o Goodn i gh t o 



NEWS COMIVIEN TARY 

1) Ghana ' s L . test Coup 
~ ) IIi j r t ill Pc 1&111 ii 
~~ 'HD&mplojhk ll L ~ lid± 

4,,~ @asiBo lffi.t1Mi11€:? :R1 Ba!"t@l9.mt 

For broadc~st on Monday , 
January 4 , 1982 , 6o l Opom 

Good evening : Last week ' s ixtR~t mil itary coup i n Ghana i the 
la±Kxtx±lxMxtxax±MM 
latest i llustrati on , if any were needed , of what can and usuall y 

does happen to a country once . it embarks on the politics of the 
un cons ti t u tional 

coup d~eta t, of the/seizing of state power by one man · or a small 

group of meno The justification mmr this latest se i zure of power 

by Flight Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings a scant JO months after his 
civilian • 

first coup , is that the/ government he , Rawli ngs , had help bring 
grossly • 

about after his first coup , was/corra pt and inefficiento And so , 

this time around , Flight Lieutenant RawlingS, overthrew anft elected 

c i vilian government o In that first coup the government he had 

overthrown had been a mi l itary government which had itself come 

to power by way of a COUPo .Arid that mili tary government had over­

thrown a previ ous military government which had also come to power 

by way of a coupo Thus , change of government , by way o~ coup , 

seems to have be come a firmly established way of po l iti cal life i n 
two 

Ghana o Si nce 1966 Ghana has had only/tm brief spe ll> of Civilian 
a unversity professor 

Governmento The first was l ed by Dro Busi a/who had been Leader of . . . 

the Opposition i n the days of Kwanie Nkrumah o The se cond was the 

just over thrown Lim~nn o And Busia and Limann ' s periods i n offic e 

when combi ned do not add up to a full fi v e year parliamentary session 

In other words , after Nkrumah elected civilian government i n Ghana 

came to a virtual end , except for those two brief perio ds o And 

whatever e i e e the militar y can do 9 it does not seem able to manage 

and strenthen national economi'es of poor Third Wor l d countries 0 We 
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have seen Idi Amin running the once-very pro sperous 'pearl of Afri c a ' 

Uganda , into an e c onomic shambles from wh ich it does not look l i ke 

re c overin g fo r a t least the next twenty years o And the bunch of 

military pretenders , fr om Jose ph Mobutu , who has turned the once-
the 

flourishi n g Belgi an Bongo with all its miner a l wealth into/beggarly 

Zai re dependi ng on IMF bail- outs , and the Emper or Bokas sa who had 

to be run out of a col l apsing Central Afric an Republ ic , to the 
mili tar y African 

terr i b l y brutal/ j okester , Mas ter Sergeant Doe o All t h ese/military 

preten der s have , whe ther t h ey intended it or not 9 achieved two things 

in common : they have shatter ed nati onal economies ; and they have 

· subverted the c once pt of nati onal governmKnt~ which are i n power 
~ ~ to ~r ~ 

t hrough the freely expr esse d will of t he people of their cou.ntrieso~ 

Rawl i ngs , like some of the Nigerian military leaders , s eem not to 

be of t h i s breed o He did c a l l e l ecti on s three months after h i s 

first coup ; but he h a s now overth rown the r esu l t of t h ose ele c tions, 

two year s later . To be sure the ousted President was surroun ded by 

a bunch of cor rupt operators , some of who~ , like de Graaf Johnson, 

go back to the day s of Nkrumah whom t h ey oppo s e d b i tterlyo And even 

then the ugly s eed of c orruption was bbroado But I still thi nk that 

t hat if Nkrumah had been voted out of power ra.t h en than bei ng over­

thrown , and if the· t r adition of c hange by electi on s r ather than 

c oups , h a d been maintain ed and stren g t hened , Ghan ~ to day would have 

been in very much better he a l th to day , both economically and 

politicallyo We now know, from after knowledge, that t ha t first c oup 

which overthrew Nkrumah - and , it now turn s out free electi ve govern­

ment as well - was not an exclusively i n ter nal affai r , whi ch t he 

Jerr y Rawli ngs t h in g seems to be a The trouble i s t hat Ghana i s on 

t ha t road nowo And the way bac k (or forward ) to the kind of govern­

men t ba s ~d on_ the freely express will of the pe ople estqbli shed by 
Nkr umah i s going to be long and har ~ and b i tter ana b l oo dy 0 Goo dnigh t 



Hopes & Prospects for 1982 

NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For broad·cas t on Fr i day 
J·anuary 1, 1982 , 6 .,lOpom 

Go od even i ng : And warmest wishes for the new yearo What are the 

pro,.pspects for J amaica a.nu J amai can s in 1982? Vhat are our hopes? 

What can we look forward to? I think t he fir5t t hi ng we need to 

r emember i s that ours i s and has been a dependent economy for as 

far ba ck as you c are to go , and under all sorts of administrations 

whatever labels they put on themselves o One of the grea t efforts 

of the decade of the 197Os was the attempt at economi c i nde pendence o 

Jl.n d we all know how badly we faile d at that one . Ther e a.re a.11 sorts 

of explanation s and excus es , s ome very valid , but they do not 

cancel t he hard fad t of t he mas s i ve fai l ure of the effort at economic 

i nde perl den ce o When our indeperlaami, non- aligned poli cies irri tated 

our traditional trading par tners to t he po in t wher e they witheld 

or reduce d economi c support to us we were i mme diate l y plun ged i n to 

a massive bal an ce of payments crisis . An d when we tried t o turn to 

the other power groupi ng for economic .assi stance tgere was l i ttle 

or n one , cer tainly no t enough to help us : t h~ir bi g support was 

r eserved for t hos e who , whatever the labels , were prepared to ' tiltr _ 

i n t 11eir directi on o So, just as capi tal ists were not prepared to 
orien ted 

finance the economic tran s f ormati on of Jamaica. into a s ocialis t / 

s ociety 1 so the communi sts were not prepared to finan ce and prop up 
Jamaican 

what was , for them , a s traigh t bourgeois capitalist/societyo Mus t 

we then be t he helple ss and dependent vic t i m of e i ther t he one or 

the other system i n perpe tui ty? Or i s there some sensible 9 balance d , 

non-ideo l ogical middle way which genui ne ly puts J amai c a first? And 

how do we ge t t here? For i ns t an ce , how do we deal with unemployment 
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which is and has for long been the most i ntractable of all Jam~i ca 9 s 

J?roblems? The communist solution is regimentation and direction of 
-::-• . .. 

labour: the capi tal ist solution is the jungle of market forces o Is 

there no mi ddl e way for us? i hortly after the JLP assumed offi ce 

there was encouraging talk about job- shari ng , about two- workers 

shari ng one job., and about the eli mi nation of overti me and the 
some of 

introduc i ng of addi t ional shifts t o provi de j o b·s for /the estimated 

nearly one- third of the l abour for c e that is now idle o If these 

ideas had been transl ated into reality we would have had a dramati c 

reducti on in unemployrnento Now , the i mpr e ssi on i s t hat , as with all 

previou s administrati ons , the sheer enor mi ty pf the probl em has 

resulted i n seeing it as something beyond our managemen t , as some­

thing we just have t o l i ve wi t ho The trouble is the un employed are 

people like all other people , not j ust numbers ; they are Jamaicans 

l ike all other Jamaicans and as deser vi ng of the thought and 

attention of the so ciety as all other Jamaicans o What we need is 

some creati ve social engineer ing to try and br eak the back of 

unemployment , and 1982 would be a go od yea:r to make that try. Get 

the unempl oyed to help produc e the food we need to lessen our 

dependence on impor ted fo odo I hope the unions will play an in i tia ttn 

role : j ust giving their suppor t is not good enough. Thi s is sorneth!Bng 

we can do for ourselves without outwide suppor t, and i t may help us 

set the parameter s of ou~{\.Lc onomic dependence o And l e t us hope tha t 
& understand sharpl y very important • 

i n 1982 we will all learn t ixoc/di fferen c e between loyalty t o par ty 

and po l iti cal leaders and l oyal ty t o the nati on and to the Jamai can 

peopl e o The two are not necessarily the sameo And the'ln there i s 

disc i pline 9 the quality without which nothing reall~ wor thwhi le is 

possibl e o The best form of discipline , the truest di s cipli ne 9 is 

self- discipline nd that is a thing of trainf i ng and example , not 
beating and bullyi ngo Peace and love 0 Goodnight 
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