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NEW YEAR'S EVE, 1982:
A Season of Hope

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Friday
December 31, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: In a little under six hours from now the year 1982
will come to an end and the year 1983 will begin; and everywhere,
in gost corners of the earth, and allowing for the differences of
time, the peoples of the earth will come together in spirit, and
toast in the New Year in a worldwide expression of hope for better
times and better things., This is how it is and how it has been for
year after year as far back into the human past as the oldest among
us can remember, It is a kind of ritualistic seasonal looking back
and looking forward with hope. No matter that the past year, now
fast dying, has been a hard and difficult one for most ordinary
people all over the world; no métter that unemployment is massive
and still growipgg everywhere ~ for instance, the U.S. steel giant,
Bethlehem Steagl will start the New Year by cutting back and laying
off up to 10,000 of its workers =; no matter that there is hunger
and downright starv¥ation and lack 6f water in vast sections of

Asia and Africa and Latin America; and ﬁo matter that the forecasts
of the experts are anything but rosy; people go into the New Year
with hope, for this is the season of hope. And hope is not a bad
thing to have at this time, for you cannot go forward if you have

no hope; you cennot build anything if you think it is pointless

make a start, And we in Jemaica, and we in the human race, are
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going to need all the courage 2nd all the love of country and of
fellow-citizgn and all the will to adapting and improvising, if we
a;e to hold on to our hopes in 1983 and bring them anywhere near
realisation, There are going to be no easy or wuick or slick
solutions to social and economic problems., C.B.I. is going to be
delayed, if it comes through,and even then we are going to have to
produce and compete for the few markets it will open up. And poor
and unemployed Americans are as unlikely to spend the little they
have on imports from the Caribbesn as our own poor are likely to
spend on American and European imports. There is hope in the fact
that our leaders are facing key issues less ideologigally° Bertering
is no longer a dirty communist device; state trading}io longer a
dangerous economic hef?ivo Changing remes is saving face, The witch-
hunting too, seems to be muted which is the beginning of recognition
that it needs the skills and the commitment and the herdwork of all
Jemaicans tc deliver Jameica, There are obstacles of course: the non-
essential imports that cripple or kill local enterprise: food, sweets
chocolates, even soft drinks and beer. We hope attention will be
given %o thes;? ;gg3éspedially to a greater effort to feed ourselves
from our own/iiigéxxxx which is the true beginning of any effort at
relative economic self-susteining growth; but growth is going to be
difficult, just helding our own is going tc be an achievement. And we
must hope for greater recognition of the exemplary services of our
nurses and our young doctors and our teachers, and for an end to the
shemeful victimisstion of some teachers beczuse of their politics,

If you become like your enemy, if you use his methods tc fight him,
then what is it that you fight against? We must hope that principle

. . 3 *
will be our guiding light, not a toal of convenience, And JZ wish for

Peave and love among ug becauge it is the season of hope. Happy NY, 2
, - Goodnight j



Christmas Eve, 1982

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
Decerﬂber 24’ 1982, 6olopom

Good evening: Christmas Eé?e, 1982, is a peaceful and quiet time
up in the hills of rurgl St. Andrew; but then it usually is. The
Christmas 'breeze' blows through. the hills almost everyday and the
nights have been cold enough over the past few days for people to
need thick sweaters and warm blankets on their beds, It is a time
of preparation for family get-togethers; and the most bitter ccmplaint
this year is ovee the lack of water. It could be one of the most
- waterless Chr&stmases ever, And one woren's most fervent wish for
this Christmas is to have enough water to have?really decent warm
bath on Christmas morning. The absence of rain means that even the
drums of collected and stored rain-water has run out or is running
~out, The failures 1in our utilities are still plaguing us, despite
the ﬁagmises; and water is basic, all year round, but especially at
sl
Christmas., Still, the land is more peaceful: this than in a
long time and for this I think a passing thought of appreciation
should go to the political oppesiitaon which has left Hkhe government
alone to get on with the business.of governing, There have been no
fires, no threats, no shaking up of the society, In other respects,

too, we can be thankful. For instance, a stark note on American nead

news this morning said thatﬁékﬂﬁzg;$ half a million poor Americans

will not have heating o0il for their homes this Christmas becsuse th
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cannot pay for their heating oil and the companies have cut them off,
Many of these people, and many who are homeless and undernourished,
will die of the bitter cold this Christmas., The very poorest in
Jamaica will at least have the blessing of a2 kind and warm climate,
So for us, this is a Christmas of mixed blessings: we are not as
badly off as many others in supposedly better places that we are
called to model ourselves on. But things are not as rosy as our
political spokesmen, for reasons of their own, try to make out,
Those who hage to spen%hours searching for water, those who are
worried lest the next power failure mashes u;;giecious appliance or

spoils the Christmas joint, those who have the daily hassle of just

getting about, and, above all, those who have to struggle harder and
harder just to survive and earn a bread - they know how rough things
really are. And this is where one of our big problems lie., If your
leaders tell you how good things are and you yourself know how bad
they really are, a credibility gap opens up between the leaders and
the led, We a2re getting into such a situation now and I hope govern-
ment spokesmen will find the good sense to tell it like it is,
unvarnished, ungilded, before it is too late, Perhaps they still
believe that a faithful adherence to the Reagan-type deregulating
conservative
free-marke t/gzamamy economic presewgiption is the answer_to our
problems, The trouble is the thing is not working in Ameifgg}gnd it
has played havoc with our own local manufacturer and producef: look
at all the foreign toys for Christmas, the cards, the shoes the
clothes on odr streets today. Our own producer cannot compete so xh=

local tgy-making is virtually killed, as is so much else by the free

inflow of foreign goods, OQur fate now, as the CBI business shows, is

not determined by what the Jamaican parliament decides but by what

happens in the Americar;F_gzggress° And the outlook is no od, Perhap:
K

it is time once more to discover ourselves and our own
: : .Anterests,
Have good Christmas of Peace and love. Goodnight, A



1) Lame Duck Congress & C.B.le.

2) No jobs programme; no MX funding

3) Mexico Devalues Again

4) Burials & Explosions in South Africa

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcest on Monday
December 20, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The 'lame duck' session of the United States Congress,
now drawing to its close, asppears to have been kinder to the governe
ments of the Caribbean and Central America than to its own unemployed
American workers. We will get our C,B.I. before this Congress goes
out of existence; the Americen unemployed workers will not get either
the $5.,4-thousand-million jols progremme proposed By the U.S. House

of Representatives or the smaller ﬁl.2-thoysand~milliog“§;§poseﬂ by
the U.S, Senate. President Reagan has made it plain to L

money
he would veto any/bill which contained either of the two jobs

ongress that

‘,t:s
programme proposals:sgo the Congress gave in and dropped t%eir jobs
progremmes, But also took teiIT revenge, The House of Represent-

last week |
atives, which had already/rejected the $26-thousand-million inter-
continental ballistic missiles, Mx,Reaé% request wag yesterday
Jjoin by the Senate, So the Government funding bill which will go to
the President for his signature today will have no provision for

either jobs or the building of the MX missiles, So Mr. Reagan, too,

has suffered a significant setback which could have serious implicat-

ions for his rather ¢onfrontationist foreign policy postures® And
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the new Congress which takeé over in Wgshington next January will be
a very different one from the one now coming to the end of its life,
For one thing the new Congress will nét have the coalition of conserv-
ative House Democrats and Republicans to ensure that the President

has his way on all crucial issues, I think the Great Persuader is

a lot horse

going to have to do/ak@#x more dealing and/trading and compromising
for whatever he wants: the price of his MX programme may well be a
much bigger jobs programme the next time around, So we do look like
being the only beneficiaries, in the short run, at least, But I think}
it would be a grave mistake for us to see the C.B.I. as any sort of
mif%le cure, Give credit where it is due, by all means; but always j

\%
remember this is just an opportunity which wé must exploit in a

context of fierce compétition: if @8r produets can't compete C.B,I. |
won't mean much, And oil-rich Mexioo, an economic giant of the region
yesterday devalued its currency for the third time this year, The
Mexican Peso is now® worth just a little over a quarter of what it
was at the beginning of this year., Much of the blame for this
terrible state of affairs is, of course, Mexico's massive spending
' new-found
spree based on her/oil riches., But there are those who also wonder

to what extent a deliberate squeeze play has contributed to these

developments, If there was any such it is not likely to come out for

many years Remember how long it was before the true facts about
'fainging Mossedeck' and Iran came out? And finally and briefly,
there were six massive explosions in South Africa on Saturday; two
were near nuclear power stations; material damage was great but no

people were hurt. The African Nationzal Congress was str8king back for
the killings in Lesotho; and Saturdey was the day when the victims

i S . Tttt el S

. % da ec i
were buried, Perhaps this kind of destrudtivg7ggégonse widl inhibit

the racist South African killers Just a little, Goodnight,



Christmas & Caring:
The Poor & the Unemployed

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcest on Friday
December 17, 1982, 6.10p.m

shopping
Good evening: There are just seven/days left to Chrastmas - if yuwm

include Sunday, and you have to since so many places are open for
Christmas shopping; the pace is becoming hectie, the road traffie

a little dangerously frenzied., We are told that there is over a Rm
hundred ®illi®n more dollars in circulation than last year; and so
for some of us it will be a buﬁper Christmas with colour television,
video games, crissy cars, and all the parties we can attend, Wé can
maké it ell look deceptively glittering, as some of us are already
doing. So what is wrong with having fun and gempes and joy? Nothing,,
if you can get it., But what of those Jesmaicens who will not, this
Christmas, Dbe able to afford a decent Christmas dinner, let alone
the fun and games associated with Christmas? What abdut the 300,000~
cdd unemployed Jameicans? If these 300,000 unemployed were in Europe
or even in the United States, they would get some sort of relief
assistance from their governments, And, much more important in terms
of our common humanity, there would be pleces wkere the really
desperate and the really lonely would be able to go #= on Christmas

day and receive a decent meal without first having to go through

some of the deep persofjal humilistions asscciated with charity in
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our society; nobody weould patroniée or talk down to them or check
out whether they belong to the right political party or trade union
or religious denomination; nobody would want to know how and why
they lost their job or when they last worked and for whome They
would be welcomed with respect and they would be allowed to eat a
Christmas dinner with dignity. These places are run by people who
doc not talk about caring but who act out their caring. They are
usually found in church halls; but education and labour associations
are also involved 1in this kind of sharing with those who are in
need, And it is usually a2 vastly different +thing from the local
"treats' for the old or for children in which getting media attention
seems such a prime consideration, You do not see newspaper pr : |
television pictures of some toothless old lady or gentleman in the
act of pushing a spoonful of food into their mouths. Being poor and
being in need is not turned into an embarrassment and a shameful
state, I can, for instance, see one of the once highly-paid but now
lajid-off ‘bauxite workers, if he were in Europe, taking his family, \
all dressed in their Christmas best, to one such place where they §
can sit together and have a decent Christmes meal without humiliationg
ofther than a proud family's personal sense of humiliation at not i
being able to afford it for themselves, Here in Jamaica such a workeg
would, if he had no famrily or very good friends, have nowhere to é
turn and Christmas, for his family, especially his children, would be?
bleak. ‘And believe me, it will be bleak for very very many Jamaicans;
Even those in jobs will find th?“§01ng tough if you consider that _
wﬁ-/some wf the entlrm emaican workforce earns an average of 1
$1QO a week a-@¥2:::; accorging to 1981, Labour Fooce figures., We |
8till have seven dayi/for groups like, the Jezmaica Council of Chruhes f
c

to think aboutf e&iﬁg the needy w1thL?1gn1ty this Christmes. Goodnljj
N



l) EBuropean anti-nuclear demonstration & MX
2) Dangers of War in Central America
3) Angola, South Africa, Namibias & the Cubans

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
December 13, 1982, 6.10p.m

nuclear
Good evening: The messive anti-mXszr demonstrations which began
and West
in Britain/yzstexi@ay Germany yesterday, and which today spreazd to
Frence, Italy and other West European countries is continuing
manifestation of the pﬁ?ound and deepseated worry of most West
Europeans about the nuclear arms race and the likelihood of their
countries becoming the first battlefields of a nuclear war, THE
immediate cause of this latest protest is given as the fact that
nuclear
some 572 U.S. made/eruise missikles are to be based in Western
Europe from the end of next year, 1983, But this is a fact whieh
hes been known for some time now, and earlier this year the West
Germans began what beceme a Europe-wide massive wave of demonstrat-
ions, So why the repeat now? Two new factors, I think. First there
was President Reagan's latest request t6 the Amerixen Congress to
vote some $26-thousand-million to begin deployment of 100 massively
powerful new intercontinental ballistic missiles., Each of thewe
missiles is over 70feet tall and is designed to carry ten nuclear

bombs; and each of those ten nuclear bombs is at least seventeen

times as powerful as the atom bomb which was detonated over the

Japenese city of Hiroshima on August 6th, 1945 killing an estimated
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100,000 Jepenese in one searing fireflash, So Mr. Reagan's MX

missiles, if deployed, would be able to kill seventeen times as

many people as that early atom bomb, Do you wonder that the Europeans

are frightened of their countries being the battlefield for that

kind of devastation, The second new factor was that the U.,S., House

of Represehtatives last week rejected the President's request for

$hat vast amount of money to deploy the MX . To be sure they turned

it down on a technicality, rather than becsuse they are opposed to it

in principle; and the U.S., Senate has still to vote on the matter,

But if this conservative Congress is not willing to go with Reagan

on his MX spending, next year's very much less conservative Congress

will be even less willing., And if the waves of demonstrations, which

are é message to political leaders everywhere, spill over &o the

U.S., the influence could be crucial. Another factor is that very

few people, most military experts among them, accept the Reagan

Administration claim that the Soviets have & nuclear superiority

over the West, The experts think there is rough perity with the

Americans enjoying an edge in sophistication of nuclear weaponry.

In any case, the Russians have said that if the Americans go ahead

with the MX, they will build their own, The Europeans, and most

people, want less, not more, nuclear weapons in the world., Then there

is Centrél America where it looks as though Nicarague and Honduras

are being pushed closer and closer to?war in which Honddras will
publicised secret

in fact be an #&merican proxy. And finally, those/talks between the

Angolan and South African Foreigg Ministers, The Angolens will

demand ironclad guarantees of théjterritorial $ntegrity before even

thinking of asking the Culimans to leave., They have no illusions about

racist South African intentions, Goodnight,



The Law of the Sea Convention:
A Political Postscript

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Friday
December 10, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The historic Law of the Sea Convention was adopted
with pomp and ceremony/gziix in Jameica todey at one of the most
successful conferences ever organised by the United Nation, and I
thirk Jamaica can just be proud of its part in this affair, But, in
a fundemental sense, the success of this conference was & success
for the peoples of the Third World in particular, who have had
least control over their own as well as the world's resources, and
for all mankind in general, who will now enjoy a greater and more
equitable controcl over such resources through their chosen represent
atives, And this, I think, is bound, in time, to deepen the
participatory decision-making proceesed béwween nations and within
nations, even where these are at their weakest now, When an event
is as truly historiec as this one, its after-influences and after-
effects are usually very much more far-reaching than these involved
can see at the time. The changes, following on the adoption of the
Convention and the later signing and ratificetion of the Luww of the
Sea, are going to be profound and long-term, even though they may
not seem so in the short-run. Consider the power political equation

The United States, CGreat Britain,West Germany and a few others

ere the odd-men out in what is otherwise = wordlwide consensus,
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And so, the key leading countries of the Western capitalist
parliementary democracies are, or appear to be opposed to this
carefully werked-out and agreed-on worldwide consensus. Indeed,
Anglo=~American-~West German
one of the ironic twists of this/wmstExm position is that if Mr,
Ronald Reagan had not become President of the United States the
United States would have signed the Convention and the other two
would have followed suit, The sad fact is that unlike all previous
UsS. administrations which took part in the negotiations over the
years, for this administration 'the interests of the international
community' in whose name theyraise their objections really means
the interests of the powerf;i multinational mining companiesé?%n:he
effect of what they ,
wRatexerxiReirxmative would be tc give them the old power of veto
over all Law of the Sea decisions., The world majority does not
wgnt this. And so the 'world leaders of freedom and democracy' are
moving in one direction, and the rest of the world is moving in
enother, And as within nations, so on the world stage, leaders
without followers, without majority support, soon cease to be leader:
In the long political perspective of history, this week's deliberat-
ions and the decisions taken this week at the Law of the Sea
Convention, might well mark yet another,and rather major, turning
peint in the politiecal; economic and moral influence exeprcised by
the western democracies over the rest of the world. Many pecple,
eall over the world are questioning the leadersnip/zglihe Western
democracies in the light of this highly publicised week at Montego
Bay. We may not see thne results of that questioning for years; but

then the ultimate collapse of ancient Rome began with the apparently

small matter of using lead to glaze eating vessel’; in time that
i led to the collapse of
foolishness and venity/festxsyssf an empire, Will greed for seabed

nodules lead to the ultimate collapse of the West? Goodnight,



1) The Law of the Sea: Who Signs?
2) Senior Citizens' Week

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For brozadcast on Monday
December 6, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The historic signing session of the United Nations
Law of Sea Conference began here in Jamaica earlier today; and who
signs, and who does not sign, may,and probably will,have a profound
bearingpn how successfully 4nd creatively the nations of the world
co-operate in the use of the resources of the sea and of the lands
under the sea, All the indications are that by Friday's signing
ceremony the required fifty signatures will be there and the

brought into
Seabed Convention will be/appxEXERx formal beings There will also
be a second document seiting out all the details of the decisions
worked out during tﬁg~£¥l;¥-years of neiotiations leading up to

WE

this final session. Those who sign tRassAzazumemxis only the second

document, the so-called 'final act!

afthe—Convertion—amm will not have voting rights in the work of
l)‘-"u*} D)Y(h’ e Tvax
the preparatory commissionf; they will however be able to attend as
7[can be assumed to be ratifyimg
observers, So who signs the Convention/xs committed to/the Law of

the Sea Treaty later; who signs only the 'final act' may or may not
ratify the Treaty lba¥er, The United Statgs and Great Britain are
on record as being opposed to the Convention in its present form.
And if you bear in mind +that the U,S., is the single largest

contributor of the money which runs the entire United Nations
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operation, then the U.S. move in the U,N. General Assembley last
Friday to liﬁit funding for the work of the preparatory commission
assumes the appearance of a threat., The United States mogggjthe
work of the preparatory commssion should be financed by only those
who sign the Law of the Sea Convention., The Assembley rejected this
by am overwhelming vote. But what happens if the United'éfates were
to decide, vote or no vote, to use its contribution to,frustrate the
Law of the Sea? There is no way the General Assembly can force it to
pay its dues, This is a disturbing point. Another is Britain's
not to signe

announced decision/ West Germany and Italy appear to be wavering
under U,S, pressure not to sign. France and most of the other EEC
countries, on the other hand, have decided to sign. So, if push came
to shove, will these who sign be willing to make up an?‘shortfall in
funding that may be caused by an American and British financial
boycott? I hope so; for this may in fgctf settle once and for all,
the notion

/ that any one power, however super, can frustrate U,N, deuvisions by
manipulative use of its contributions., This is the challenge to all
the signatories now at Montego Bay., For the West Europeans, the group
with most influence over both the United States and Britain, the
challenge is to persuade those two to think again, The resources of
the sea and the seabed are indeed the common heritage of all mankind,
not just of the biggest or the strongest”or the greediest or of the
multinationals, They can delay the agreement, they may even frustrate
in the short-run, but in the long run the Law of the Sea is an idea
whose time has come, and those who oppose it are doomed to fail,
And finally, this is Senior Citizens Week., A fitting @nd real tribute

which would

would be a simple pass/%m allow them free public trangport, a 10%

discount on basic food items, and quick and easy access ¥ nedienl

help, That would really be daring to care at little costs Goodnights



Economic Reeovery, Morality & Sovereignty

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday,
December 3, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: News reports of the free and easy availability of
bhard drugs, of sex and of thrills at the very highly successful
Jamaica World Music Festival, seems to have touched a very raw and
sensitive nerve in the Jamaican psyche. Very many thoughtful
Jamaicans who are not particularly prudish or self-righteous, are
deeply disturbed and frénkly worried about where this relatively

new blend of music, hard drugs and easy sex is likely to lead the
society, At the surface level some ar€worried about cocaine
addiction, a scourge in which people who are totally dependent on the
drug will lie and steal and even‘krll to get the wherewithall to
satisfy theip craving. Others are worried about the diseases that
inevitably accompahy the free and easy sex, How many doees of
syphillis or gonorrhea or genital herpes have been left behind in
Jamaicans in those three days? And once having‘been brought here,
how does the society prevent the spreading of these diseases? And
once our yoBng people have been caught up in the mind-blowing
thrills of 'free-basting' and getting high on inhaling other people's
foul drug-~laden breaths, how do we get them to settle down to

ordinary, everyday productive and honest living? At this level of

very practical concern there are very many thoughtful Jemaicans who
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are very worried that we may be putting a bitter blight on the

future of a huge segment of one generation of Jezmaicans in exchange
for a bucketful of dollars., And yet we need that bucketful of
dollars desperately so we cannot just cut off what looks like being
ogye of our biggest dollar earners im these hard times., So what are
we to do? I do not think we can pretend, as some among us would
do, that this thing will somehow leave our own young people untouched
Sooner or later they will be affected by it; indeed many are already
be?ing affecteds Ganja is no stranger here so we need not adopt any
holy-holy postures; but the uglier and nastier versions of drug

use and drug addiction which we have been spared up to now will
increasingly become more available %o our young, and it is in the
nature of youth, especially where there is no central point or
purpose to life, to experiment and to play with fire. There are
others who would want us to keep our own people away from such
festivals, just as there were those who felt that casino gambling
would be allright if Jamaicans were excluded. That is the way of
apar theid, and I think most of us are against it. So what then?

1l do not think there are any easy answers, but I am sure ways can

be ﬁorked out to minimise the impact of the uglier and more negative
effects of these festivals. But those ways widl not be worked out
unless we all recognise the need for them. As long as we pretend that
all is well in the best of all possible worlds we will do nothing,
Very many people are worried about this thing, and the govermnment
had better believe it. The Prime Minister once talked of a moral
crusade; I would urge him to consult with our church leaders and our

social workers and then mount such a crusade, And despite his junior
Minister I would also urge him to meet with the Press Association,
for that too, has to do with morality & Jamaican sovereignty. Goodniglk



2) Nr. Reagan Buns into a 'flrestorm'
3) The GATT Statement
4) The End of Solidarity

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
Nevmber 29, 1982, 6.10p.m

N feotd
Good evening: The best and most welcome’news for Jamaican households
was undoubtedly xthax thﬁ?ﬁiﬁi that Mlnlster of Industry and
Commerce, Douglas Vaz had ordered the cooking gas distributors to
put an end to the business of demanding deposits on gas cylinders,
As far as consumers are concerned the government seemed to have

stopping what
taken an awful long time to get around to/thksxkusimesx most of us

saw as %str;ight rip-off of consumers. For it is a rip-off to ask
any group of consumers to contribute diredétly to capitalise any
company over and above the normal profits such a company makes
from its sales of goods and services, The customer is not there to
directly

/ finance or subsidise the maintenance or improvement or enlarglng of
the stock-in-trade of any business., That must come from the profits
of the business or the pockets of its shareholders, That is how the
market system is supﬁosed to worke ©So the question now is: What of
the large deposits that have already been forced out of people?
Will these deposits be refunded, either in cash or as advance
payments for gas? To just order this 'illegal' matter to stop
without also ordering that the money already collected by it be

also refunded, is to part-condone this rip-off, So please Mr, Vaz,
let those who were forced to pay get their money back,



On the North American scene, President Reagan's people put out what
journalists would call a 'flyer' - a sort of checking to see how peoj
would react to an idead, The idea was that unempléyment Bed social
security benefits should be taxed as one means of finding money to
create more jobs., The reaction was instant and total - a kind of
political *firestorm' that found even staunch Republicans denouncing
it in the bitterest terms, Within twenty-four hours of the idea
firdt being put up Mr., Reagan himself denounced it as not the sort
of thing he wanted. But many Americans saw this as yet another sign
of the President's imsessiivity to the plight of America's poor;
only, they used stronger words than ‘'insensitivity' an37§;eculated
on what he would have done if there had been no violent outery.

The mood there is aimost as sombre as the mood here among the poor
and the unemployed. And the outcome of that GATT megting in Geneva
will not improve things. The Europeans,d France in particular, dug
in their heels, and refused to give an inch in making it easier for
American agricultural products to be sold on the European market,
The French know, and they let it be known, that American agriculture
is protécted and subsidised on a scale greater than that of the
Europeans, despite all the fine calls for free trade; so there was
no agreement and the Europeans are Jeepimg their food markets to
themselves, end keeping their agricultural workerd at their present
levels of employment. And in East Europe the weekend signalled the
final defeat of the Polish Selidarity movement when its leaders
called off further sgitation., Perhaps Solidarity would have gained
more for the Polish people if it had not been manf%&lAQBS/ES%
confrontaticnist challenges ageinst a regime that does not believe

in 'ideological pluralism', Goodnight,



1) The Sugar Workers Lay-off
2) Agricultural Troubles at GATT
3) Namibia & The Cubans in Angola

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
November 26, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: That bitter rearguard action by the trade unions of
which I told you on Monday, has now resulted in 677 instead of 900
sugarg workers being made redundant, The unions have managed to
save the jobs of 223 - for the time being. And other reports of
lay-offs and staff cuts, and projected lay-offs and staff cuts in
other areas of the economy wontinue to come in almost daily. It

is just twenty-eight days to Christmas now and it would be a gift of
sorts if all employers were to declare a moratorium on any further
announcements of lay-offs or projected lay-offs until after
Christmas, Let people at least have as pleasant a Christmas as
possible: do not let them go into Chrigtmas shattered. And since

it seems that we are now beginning to realise in earnest that there
are no shortcuts to 'deliverance', no quick fixes through hand-outs
from those who approve of our new political posture, it might make

(-4
sense for uslcut the fraudulent upbeat chat and take sober stock

A\
of where we really are, and what we ourselves need to'do to work
our troubles away., And the first thing, it seems to me, that we need
to do is to honestly face the hard fact of our growing unemployment

and try seriously to do something about that., Even Mr., Reagan, whose

unemployed / have the cushion of 'social .security, is having second



and third thoughts about his conservative supply-~side, trickle-down
economic theories and working out ways for his government to take =z
hand in the creating of jobs for America's vast new army of unemployec
I hope our government will read the lesson before it is too late.
Whatever else the private sector may be able to do, it cannot, ald
by itself, solve Jamaica's unemployment problem., Market forces means
the survival of the fittest, the toughest and, often, the most
unscrupulous. Governments, elected by the people, have social
responsibilities which are not transferable; if they do not discharge
these responsibilities they betray the people's trust, We, and indeed
most of the Western world, are at that testing point now, Which is
one reason why that Ministerial meeting of the General Agreement on
Tariffs gnd Trade going onm in Geneva now, has turned into something
of a bitter stand-off between the United States and her European
allies over agricultural markets in particular., American agriculture
needs Europe's markets desperately if it is to flourish and reduce

easily feed themselwws &
unemployment, American farmers are so productive they can/fees all
of Europe, at a profit of course, The Europeans, on the other hand,
need their Common Market for themselves, If they open it to the

would not be able to
Americans their own farmers/withstand the competition, their own
and balance of payments
difficult employment situation/would worsen. So the Americans want
in agricultural exports

'free trade®/and the Europeans do not. E,ch side is concerned with
its own self-interest, whatever the fancy language. We are singular,
and singularly self-destructive by inclination in our rush to free
trade and deregulation. Let us hope we learn in time, And finally
and briefly, South Africa's Foreign Minister is in Washington today

to again press the case for Cuban withdrawal from Angola as a conditior

for Namibian independence., If the Cubans withdraw the Angolan governm-

ment will almost certainly be overthrogn or underthrownr Goodnight.
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Unemployment: Action Wanted

NEWS COMMEN TAR
For broadcast on Monday
November 22, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: My information is that Jamsica's trade unions
are, right now, fighting a bitter rearguard action to try and save
the jobs o?;mgoo sugar workers who are slated, to be laid off. These
lay-offs may take place any time from now to nedt Januery. And of
course, if the lay-offsggzke place, it will not sigply be a cese
of a group of men being.;arted from their jobs., These people have

compulsory made
had/ payroll deductions /for National Housing Trust and National
Insurance and othersuch schemes. OSome of them have acquired homes
and made mortgage arrangements to pay for such homes; others have
botight goods and services on long-term hire purchase arrangementis,
So for many, being left by the job could also mean being separated
from a home or a piece of laﬁd or a piece of machinery, or being
unable to put children through school. I have already discussed this
of unemployment

this wider spin-off effecti when we had the last sizeable lay-off
0Z bauxite/alumina workers, The same sort of profound personal and
soclal dislocation, the same sort of upending of family life, the
same sort of mashing up of human plans and dreams takes plawve each
time workers lose their jobs, And right now, Jamaica workers are
losing their jobs at a very disturbing rate. The figures run high;

and no amount of optimistic predictions and forecasts can compensate

for the reality of what happens to a family when the breadwinner can



no longer bring home the bread, especially if it is so through no
fault of his own. And to tell us that there is rising unemployment
everywhere else in the world and that we must wait on the turn-around
in the world economy, is to beg the real question. In the United
States, in Canada, in Great Britain, in Western Europe, on whose
systems our system is based, they all provide measures of assistance
to the unemployed: you have unemployment pay for a specified time,
then you have social security assistance to see you through a
particular crisis. The unemployed are not discarded like useless
rubbish, So what are we doing?” To be sure there will be the tradit—
ional Christﬁas work with its‘political pork-barrel overtones, and
that will ease conditions for those who ha&e come to'depend on it
over the years. And a few thousand youngéters, mainly the better
educated, will get éome benefit from the HEART programme, And even
thouglfithis a scratching of only #hé surface of our unemployment px
problem, it is something and ?@ must be applauded, But what of the
large numbers of -highly skilled bauxite wofkers, and Xk agricultural
workers, and the middle and lower middle-class workers in the manu-
and service
facturing/sectorswho have lost jobs since 1980. Does anybody dare
to care about them? I still remember Mr, Shearer's eloquent pleas,
in opposition, for some form of unemployment pay for a period for
workers who had lost their jobs, Now, as Christmas approaches, is
office and factory and mine
the time when the thousands of/workers who had paid union dues
and NHT and NIB and the rest, and who are now out of work, would
welcome a few weeks of‘unemployment pay. So where are you, Mr,

Shearer? And what has happened to Mr., J.A.G. Smith's job-sharing plans

Pleé%, show us by deeds, not words, who dares to care?

Goodnight,



The Caricom Summit:
l) Economiec Survival
2) Ideological Pluralism

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
November 19, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The Third Caricom Heads of Government conference
which ended here in Jamaica last night, was, from all accounts, =z
satisfactory and successful affair, This does not of course mean
that we are going to see results overnight, It does mean that the
regiofs leaders have decided, very consciously, to tackle regional
problems in & much more co-operative spirit than has been the case in
the recent past. And to me at least, the single most importaent signal
of their determination to make this co-operetion a reality, was the
fact that they could set a date for the next Heads of Government
meeting, less than a year from now, It was seven years between this
week's meeting and the last one in 1975. So for them to agree to
meet next July is & greast step forward in the business of closer
co-operation and consultation, It seems that we are, at long last,
beginning to lock inwards for finding xhke answers for some of our
most pressing problems. For a time it had seemed that we in Jamaica
in particular had decided that ou® economic salvation lay in being
the tadvance man',so to speesk, of our giant neighbour f;gn/the north
from whom all blessinébflowea. And many of our Caribbean neightbours
hed resented it, and the apparent special trestment we seemed to be
enjoying, Now, after this week's conference, things look a little

more balanced., To say this is not to advocate regional isolationism,

It is simply to say that the Caribbean people and their leaders must,
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in the first instance, initiate the plans and programmes that can
best answer Caribbean needs., The region must do its own planning
and decide its own priorities and those who say they are our friends
and want to help cen then come forward with their help, That is the
kind of aid and co-operation that shows real respect for Caribbean
sovereignty. And this conference has taken a grest and challenging
step to makee that possible. There are, of course prokaéems and
difficulties; but given the good spirit now prevailing they can be
solved,

Even the potentially explosive and divisive matter of human
rights and free elections, which some tried to use as a vehicle for
punish;ng and isolating Grenada and Guyan&a, notably the five major
newwpaper houses of the region, was muted and dealt with sensibly.

I thought the contribution of Grenada's Prime Minister Bishop did
much for this sane approach, Mr, Bishop sa2id he was willing to have
the preamble to the Caricom Treaty changed to include references to
'free fair and regular elections' provided it also included reference:
to such other human rights as jobs, food, clothing, health, housing
and education., In short, let those who lay stress orn human rights
Universal
include all those rights enshrined in the U.N./Declaration of Human
Rights. And because no country in the entire Caribbean has afforded
its people all those rights, the Caricom preamble was not changed,
I think the truth is that in this particuler instance the issue of
human rights was being used as a political ideological stalking horse
and so deserved to fail., But the issue of human rights is a very
important one, cutting across system and ideologies, and we must
always handle it as such. I think we harm the cause of true human
rights when we use it as a Weapon against ideological pPluralism,

Goodnight,



The Cericom Summit:
The Politieal Equation

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
November 15, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The Cartcom Heads of Government conference
which opens here in Jemaica tomorrow morning has enough hard and
diffieult econoic problems to face to take up all its time., The
entire region is caught in the brmtal economic sqﬁeeze of the world
recession; unemployment is high and rising; markets for our primary
products are shrinking - including even Trinidad's o0il markets -;
and our balance~of-payments difficulties grow worse almost by the
day. To devise ways and means of coping with these problems so that
we can hold on #n hopes of some sort of turnabout in the world
recession must be the primary preoccupation of the Caricom heads of
government, And yet, the indications are that other,largely politica:
issuesy, may be allowed to dominate the conference., Nothing wrong with
that, if it does not obscure or frustrate br negate our primary
concern with devising strategies for economic survival at a hard
and difficult time for the poorest people of the Caribbean region.

Perhaps the single most pressing of these political problems
is underscored by that Open Letter4;;V;he five major regional news-
paper publishémg houses addressed to the Caricom Heads of Governmentg
and headed ‘Our Rights are Threatened'. The letter refers to "the
human rights situation in Guyana, along with that in Grenada" and

it urgest the Caricom heads "to take appropriate action" to ease

the heavy burden of the people of Guyana and Ggenadae And the open
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letter recalled that Prime Minister Tom Adams of Barbados had already
announced his intention to move to amend the pre%%le of the Caricom

with regerd to human
Treaty/whexexitxieaxs rights and democratic freedoms, and thet
Jemaican Prime Minister Seaga's statement off ggg:glections/:iigﬁe
underpinning factorg of all other freedoms. The fact is there have
been no elections in Grenada sinzfﬂthe revolution; and the fact is
that the Guyana government ﬁggiéaolated human rights and press
freedom., So what 'appraépriate action' can the Caricom heads take?
First, they can so amend the Caricom preabble as to exclude Grenada
from membership, Will everybody support such a move? Will Trinidad,
for instance? And, like it or not, the present government of Guyana
did come to power by elections, however rigged. And the question
might be asked: were those elections any more rigged and managed
than the more recent elections in El1 Salvador$, which have been used
to confer respectability on that rightwing regime? And if Grenada
is forced out of Caricom membership where will it turn? And how will
that benefit the people of Grenada? And the same question applies to
Guyana., You know, just as you can have leftwing ideological witch-
hunts so cen you have rightwing ideological witch-hunts. And are we
to look tog ﬁ;é Caricom heads, when they go to Commonwealth conferen-
ces, to call for expulsion from thé Commonwealth of all those member
governments with one-party states, or military dictatorships, as
in Pakistan? To be sure, we must do all we can to influence the
government of Grenada to seek a popular electoral mandate from its
people, And we must express ou tn%irrgiuiig\if::i:loawat izﬁp ofﬂ:?;ﬁy

>

left, usuanjhave a dangerous boomerange effeect, Goodnight,



Soviet Communism after Brezhnev

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
November 12, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Repo®ts of the death, early yesterday morning, of
Soviet President Leonid Brezhnev, led to an immediate and predictable
outburst of intense speculation among Western political observers.
There was bound, some told us, to be a period of dangerous instabilit;
while the Kremlin leaders went through a bitter power struggle to
settle the succession, Soviet policy now could be influenced, others
said, if President Reagan cooled the anti-Soviet rhetoric and made
some friendly gestures. Yet others speculated that the uncertainty
among the new leaders could make them more dangerous and so the

world had entered a delicate period of crisis in which war could
erupt by mistake, Then there was the question of which faction was
on top now that Brezhnev was out of the way. Was the army on top?
Were the state bureaucrats on top? And whose man would get the top
job? By this morning it was all over, Without muss or fuss or any

7=
sign of.massive power struggle or intrigue or unsettling the world,

the Soviét communist leadérship elected Yuri Adropov to the most
important political post in the Soviet system, the general secretary-
ship of the Soviet communist party. This was the key political
position which had been held by Jﬁsﬁgh Stalin, by Nikita Khruschev,
and by Leonid Brezhnev, All the other positions these men had held
had been subordinate to that of being the secretary of the Soviet

Communist party. So the succession business is over, really, and

the ease and speed with which it was carried out tells us something

very importa,t ebout the evolution of the Soviet system in recent
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years, When Stalin, who had used his secretaryship of the party to
feared in 1953,
turn himself into &/dictator, died/his death was followed by a long
and the communist party central committe
period of instability before Khruschev,/after a kind of palace coup
from the top, stebilised the situation. The big thing Western
observers seemed to miss then, 2nd again missed this time around,
as indeed they seemed tc have done when Khruschev himself was finally
removed from power, was that it was not really a one-man coup. The
palace coup,akwa after Stelin, slways had tc have majority central
conmittee support., And when they removed Khruschev they did not send
him to Siberie, or put him on triasl, or exile him to.some obscure
rural job, They simply retired him and he lived out?;i life in
Moscow on a pension, This, I think, was the most significant soften-
ing of the hard and harsh Soviet face at the top. Soviet communism
is evelving into something more human and more humsne than it ever
was under Stalin, Loss of favour under Stalin meant death. And in
this latest transition, the man whom Western observers saw as Andro-
pov's greatest rival was in fact the one who nominated him for the
top job. As with early Christianity when dissenters were burnt at
the staeke for many many years before the face of Christisnity soften-
ed and changed toc a point where it could allow dissent and diversity,
so we are, I think, seeing the beginning of the softening of the face
of Soviet communism., The Chinese comminists, as their latest trials
and traumas after the death of Chairmen Mao shows, have not yet
reached thé} point. And events in Poland and Afghanistan shows how
the Sovieés a;éﬁ;ﬁsisting the softening process. But lest we forget,
it is not so lcng age that the American marines were sent to the
Dominican Republic; and the fact that Cuba has not thus far been

invaeded has a great deal to do with the publie pledge Khruschev got

ou? of Kennedy in 1962, So, everything must change with time, and
neither communism nor capitalism can escape the proceggoofigﬁ%ngeo



L) The JLP Rally
2) Turkey: the Art of Managed Elections
3) South African 'Power Sharing'.

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Mondgy
‘November 8, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evéning: Seturdqy night's JLP second annivebsar ‘ally at

Sam Sharpe Square in Mongego Bay was a predictably upbeat affair,

It is traditional that when the parfy feithful gather - be they

dLP, PNP or WPJ -~ the affair is always upbeat; they always accentuate

positive; they always ignore; gloss over or eliminate the negative;

and there is usually little or no room for what is in-between, So
there were the achievements, the projected achievements, the targets
to be achieved, Nothing wrong with this; this is the way of our brand

of party politics, part of our way of life., And yet, some of us had

and misleading

hoped that after that massive/sk political show at Sem Sharpe Square
just before the 1980 elections, with that memorable slogan of -

how many thousands was it that can't be wrong?- that the;e would

be a little more caution about predictions, projections and forecasts,

After all, we have ‘already seen the imniital highly optimistic fore~
casts foi?gbuxite/alumina industfy's performance fall apart; we have
seen prjections for sugar scaled down drastically. To he sure, we

have also seen great improvement on the strictly fiscal side of

government management, despite the disastrous.business at the Trade

Administrator's Department. And as for employment, a BNP spokesperson
over this weekend spoke of 15,000 workers losing their jobs, while

the WPJ, citing figures put out by the Department of Statistics of

the latest Swrvey of the Labour -Force, says that between October

1981 abd April 1982, 19,200 persons have been added tp the ranks of
the unemployed. Set this against the promise that 18,000 new jobs

r——



will be created this year, and where are we? 1 think our political
process faces a very real problem here, Our leaders have to sound
upbeat and optimistic in order to inspire optimism and a seﬁ% of thiné%
moving., Without that optimism, without that confidence, and show of
confidence, the followers may not make the effort. This is understand-
able, The problem is: What happens when the optimistic forecasts fail?
are not or
What if the projections/ cannot be translated into reality? This is
the reverse side to optimism as a cbnfidence-building mechanism. And
if enough optmistic forecasts fall short, hope may turn to disappoint~
mant and frustration and, ultimately,into suspicion and distrust.
Ano ther '
fhizxxsxtkz great and ever present danger to this brand of politics
is the shaping and'm@ssaging' of the facts/iggfi figures to try and
fit the forecasts or the prggettions or to give legitimacy to a
particular end in view, We have seen two examples of this on/x;x world
scale over the weekend. In Turkéy there is a referendum on a new
constitution right now, It proposes a seven-year Presidency for the
man now in power who siezed that power b§ force in a coup. The voting
is cémpulsory, there is no opposition and no way opposition views can
be empreswed., So the man in power will win overhwlemingly and will be
able to claim that hé is ruling by the freely expressed will of the
péople and tﬁe Westérn World will accept him as a democratic leader,
And in éouth Africa a series of by-elections for whites only have
somehqw been turned into what has bee? Qescithig aﬁ.a referendum on
the racist government's plans to share poweﬂi It is nothing of the
sort. The so-called power¥sharing plan is a device by which to further

frustrate
®RXx%/and emasculate the very fragile unity now being built up between

black and brown and Asians in the fight againsgt eciaE%»Compared with
u

what is going on in Turkey and South Affica Surymanip ation of facts

Ixxmugeiztxpiay and figures ismgels' play. But’we need to watch it
all the sgseme. Goodnight |

sl



1) Anti-Conservative Swing Continues
2) Serving Jemaica's Interests
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For broedecast on Friday

November 5, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The results of the mid-term elections in the United
States this week is confirmation that the great conservative tide
which swept the Western world in 1980 is at an end. Following the
trend we saw in Western Europe in recent national elections, the
American electorate dealt Americen conservatism a heavy blow, Presi-
dent Reagan -himsslf has not been repudiated; he is not a 'lame duck’
President; but his power has beeﬁ seQerely limited, and from now on
till the end of his term in office in 1984, he is going to have to
compromise a great deal more with the Democrats than he did in his
first two years, He is going to have to compromise on creating jobs
for the vast and still growing army of America's unemployed. Figures
for last month, released this morning, showed that over 630,000 more
people joined the ranks of the unemployed in the one month of
October; the official unemployment figure is edging up to the twelve
million mark, Unoffacially, some knoWledgable American observers

put the U,S., unemployment figure at nearer twenty million., And it

is still rising, It is this fact of unemployment, more then any other,
which cost the Republicens the loss of those 26 seaté in the Housé of
Repreéentatives, and those half 2 dozen key Governorships which
sw&ched from Republicen to Democratic control. These, Governorships
ére especially important as st}ategic bases from which the Democrats
will work to recapture the White House in 1984, The one real victory
for the Republicans was that they held their own in the Senate; but

even here, the majorities by which they won were sharply reduced,
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espefially‘those of the known Conservative Senators; so even here,
the swing was away from the conservatives., And the conservative speci@
interest groups and lobbies which poured millions and millions of
dollars into supporting conservative candidates and into 'targéting‘
liberal candidates for defeat, these groups, which did so well in
1680, were all repudiated this time around. All this means that while
Mr. Reagan's mandate to lead is still clear, he does not now have

the blank cheque he had for his first two years. And we will begin to
see the result of this over the next few months. We may indeed see
the first signs in a much more muted, much less blus#éering approach
to America's Western European allies and to the problems of Central
America, especially El1 Salvador. So what does this power shift mean
for Jamaica? I think the first thing our politicel planners need to
take into account is that Jamaica's best interests are served by ouf

government having the best relations possible with the American

Government, Prewidents and Prime Ministers change but peoples and

governments and their institutions go on. We will still need American
help and zs=sxx%xloans and friendship, if Mr. Reagan were to lose the
Presidency in 1984, which is now not unlikely. At present our official
relationship with the United States is too narrowly based on the
special relationship between the President and the Prime Minister,

and with the ultra righ;wing conservatibe grouping which embarrassed
even our Prime Minister by describing and seeing him as 'our man in
the Caribbean'. This sort of relationship has obvious short-term
advantages. But what happens to our long-term interests when the
Democrats regain power? The Israelis can teach us a lesson here in

QG E
how not to make a special relationship dependent on oneLParty remain-
in ‘po?ver° We had better learn that lessen quickly and adjust our
policies accordingly- If we don't, this swing in political fortunes
could hurt us, Goodnight,



The Mid=Term U.,S. Elections

NEWS COMMENTARY N
For broadcast on Monday
November 1, ‘1982, 6,10P.m

Good evening: Tomorrow's Mid-Term U.S. elections are, without
doubt, the major politicel news of this week, with the outcome
liké“to affect public affairs in elmost every ceountry of the world,
economic and political
The turn of our own/furtunes here in Jamaica will, whether we like to
admit it or not, ride strongly on how well or how badly President
Ronald Reagan's party fares in tomorrow's voxing., If the Republicans
do well the present Jamaican government, with its very special
reiationship with the Reagan Administration, will benefit. If, on the
other handg, the Democrats make big gains at the expense of the
Republicans, the Opposition PNP, with its growing good relations
with the Democrats, will be the mein beneficiary; PNP influence in
the U,S. corridors of power will grow, JLP influence will decline,
In economic terms, a Reagan triumph tomorrow will mean the President
will have greater authority and greater freedom of action to push and
to find money for his pet Caribbean and Central American projects.
Convérsely, a setback tomorrow is likely to severely limit his
authority and his freedom of action and the options open to him., So
the outcome, like it or not, is important to us and it mekes sensé
understand
for us to try and/faxisw what is involved, Now, there are three
sets of elections involved in tomorrow's voting, First there are
elections to the House of Representatives, in which all 435 seats
are being contested, At the moment the Democrats control 241 of those
seats, the Republicans 192, and 2 are vacant., So the Democrats go
into the election for the House holding 49 more.seats than the

Republicans, In the past Mr. Reagan had to forge an alliance with
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the conservatives among the/Democrzts in order to pimsh through some
of his more controversial policies, like those massive tax cuts,
If the Demgcrat® gain another 15 to 20 sEaxs Housé¢ seats, which is
what some of the experts pepdict, their bigger majority in the House
would make it that much more difficult for the President to make
'deals' with conservative Democrats., If, on the other hand, the
Democrats were to surprise the expers$s and gein more than 20 addition-
al seats, if they were to gain, say, 30 or more seats, the Administr-
ation would be seen as in serious political trouble and would take
on the appearance of 'a lame duck' Presidency, one which must serve
out its time no longer certain of the confidence of the people. But

1f the Republicans‘gld their own, or even lose only a few House seats

the President would remain strongly in command and might even be able

to claim some sort of victory of an off-season election., The seoond
election is to the Senate where only 33 of the 100 seats are at stake
The Republicans are in control here with 54 to the Democrats 45 seatd
The Democrats need to hold all their own seats and win 6 more to |
teke control of the Senate. If they can do that then the whole U.S,
political equation would be changed completely; but it is very doubt
ful that they could do this. Only 13 of thesggﬁgzats up for grabs
are held by Republicens, 20 are held by Democrats. So if the Republia
cans end up nearer 50-50 in the Senate and no more than 20 losses inj-
the House, Mr. Reagen would be able to carry on, under much more
pressure to be sure and having to make more concessions., But, if they
Democrats gain more then 20 Housé seats, and gain/iiinxthan senate
seats to regain control there, then Mr. Reagan would indeed become

that most pitiful of American political species, '4 lame duck

i third
President. The mthmx part is for 36 of the nation's 50 Governors

So, will Reagan ride again? It depends on the American people and
in what numbers they turn out tomorrow. Goodnight,



1) The Spanish Elections
2) Social Democratic Revival
3) U.S. Mid-term elections

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

October 29, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Our very understandable preoccupation with our own
affairs and problems sometimes ecauses us to gloss over very import-
ant external developments which could affect our own future intimate-
ly. And during the course of this week we  have had the dramatic new
developments over the Terra Nova deal;-wé've had,and still have, the
waterfront strike, mini-storms over car imports, the availability

or otherwise of bank credit, promises of new plans and new loans and
/jziy important announcement of 2 new law to be passed next year to
control and regulate the activities of land developers and real
estate agents. So there has been é great deal to be preoccupied

about domestically. But.it is importent for us to look outward too

if we are not to miss some of the very profound changes in the meaking
which are now being signalled. First there are the results of yester-
day's elections in Spain. The Socialist Party of Spain gained 201

of the 350 parliesmentary ,seats contested, And so the government

of Spain which will be sworn in in December will be a socia1ist
government, The special signifcance of this one is' that 46 years

ago the workers eifld peasants of Spain similarly voted a socialist
party into power, The Spanish rightwing groups of the time were ﬁot
prepared to accept the pqlitical implicaetions of thgt mandéte, and
challenged it with military might, using the soldiers who then
controlled Spain's remaining African colonial power. That civil war
dasted from 1936 to 1939 when the government forces were finally

crushed with help from Hitler and Mussolini. A dictatorship was

established which lasted until the death of the diétator Francisco
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Franco. Sd, after nearly a lifetime of rightwing dictatorship, the
Spanish people have again voted overwhelmingly to have a socialist
government, The rightwing forces are not dead, they make up the
official parlismentary opposition with more than one hundred seats,
The centrist former government which had ruled since 1979, fared
very badly in th%elections, and so did the Spanigh communist party
which went into the elections with more than twenty seats and came
some thing like six or seven.
out with/¥sssxtRamxtem. So the socialists with their overwhelming
majority need no allies from the far left., It is as though the blood
terrible
and/suffering of the civil war only delayed what the people wanted.
Will there be another civil war? A coup attempt perhaps, but not a
civil war because there is now no co}onial army. But the geopolitical
importance of the Spanish elections/;ixxmiggero In early 1986 and =
little before there was talk of a great conservative tide sweeping
the world and Roneld Reagan was seen as the standard-besrer of that
rightwing tide. Now, less than three years later, we have seen the
socialists gaining electoral power in Frence, then in Greece, then
in Sweden, and now in Spain. What is it? A Social Democratic revival?
It looks like it on the face of it. And yet it was the Social
EDemocrats of WestefﬂEurope who seemed unable to cope with the
terrible economic crisgés of the 1970s after the Aresb oil embarke.
So how can people turn to them now? How can they be asked ogjexpect-
ed to solve problems which they could not solve a few short years
2go, and for which they were turned out of office? The only answer
that makes sense is that a majority of the voters appear to have

come to the conclusion that the politicisns of the rightwing are no

more able to cope with these crises than were the socig%ists; and,

most critical of all, that the rightwing is less able/am@ less
willing than the socialists to protect jobs and social security,
If Mr, Reagan's party suffers serious setback next Tuesday, it will

br final confirmation of a spreading Social Democratic' revival,
Goodnight, ;



L) The Economy Findlng the right mix
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
Ocrober 25, 1982, 6,10p.m
Good evening: Two speeches over this past weekend, underscore
once again the critical importanée of finding the right mix for
coping with Jamaica's grave economic problems. One of these speeches
was by the Prime Minister of Jamaica, the other was by the head of
Jamaica's organisation of bankers, Mr, Seaga spoke of a 'far-reaching
e g - 1ol el NOP. 2 F
new export incentive programme'/to help the manufacturing and other
productive sectors to earn more foreign exchange. The banking leader
Mr. Ron Sassos7igat the country needed to be told that it was in
serious danger of going bankrupt, and he went on to say, and I quote:
"It bears repeating that Jamaica today is too heavily dependent upon
foreign support - loans, gifts, grants and lines—of—crédit9 financed
by the working people of other countries." Mr, Sasso sa2id that all
this ready assistance has mesulted in a lack of appreciation. by Jamaig
ans that it is necessary as an independent nation to do more for
ourselves, 1 personally think he could also have said that our
political system based .on promising the moom in exchange* for votes,
and the Messialic postures of our political leaders,iiig contributed
/%geiziy'freeness' meptality which expects others to give and to
solve our problems for us. Anyway, Mr, Sasso said our level of
production was not high enough to earn all the foreign exchanée we
need to buy the goods and éérvices we want from abroad. He said we
are therefore in need of maximum production., I think we would all

agree, The hard catch is: What of the markets? Remember how much

we depended on bauxite/alumina to be the mainstay of the recovery



effort, Production and productivity in the bauxite/alumina industry
was good, very efficient, 2nd competitive., We could and did compete
very successfully with the rest of the world. But when the market went
soft there was little we could do. Production and high productivity
are most important and we must stress tgem by all means; but le¥ there
be a cautionary note about the markets as well, If there are no markets
or if the markets are soft, high productivity by itself will be of
small help., American farmers are more productive today and more
efficiently so than at almost any other time since the Second World
War, And yet, in this context of high agricultural productivity,
butteessed by just about the most lavish protections and incentives
you could think of, American farmers are going bankrupt on an unpreced-
ented scale, This is one key reason why Cold Warrior Ronald Reagan
hag just offered to sell the Soviets millions of tons of American
grain after trying to prevent the Europeans doing pipeline business
with the Soviets. Mr. Reagan is very worried about how American farmers
would vote on November 2nd: he hopes the grain offer will help the
Republicans, _The point is that productivity must goZEand—in—hand with
good marketsalfnd—ﬁme lé:;§; w24}an learn frogbzi:\Amerié;ns is that
whatever else their problems, they can always feed themselves: this
is a point of strength they have over the Russiamns. Those who can geed
themselves, especielly in times of hardship ang difficulty, can always

e B ows &vw‘Pohdilﬁ Mol e RS WEed
survive better than those who canfot.; In our economic mix we must
borrow (and God help the genergtioniii?o are going to have to pay for
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it), we must produce to exporﬁf we must sell our tourist attractions,

all
and we must sell our skills and services; and we must do/this at lewels

e R : hep s
which will ultipately make us self-sustaining. I think our chances of

succeigigg will greatly improved if %ﬁ:r riorities are balanced with
realis the imports < ; j i
; p Carefully'\managed,& sovergg€knty is n%twgr\_a:;i\ff away



1) Seprod Re-~opens, What Next?
2) New Secondary Schools Budget Cuts
3) Borrowing, Agriculture & the Price of Money

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
October 22, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The best news of the past few days was the setting
up of the Seprod Board of Enquiry and the re-opening of the Seprod
much of our
complex on which we all depend for our soaps,zr&/detergents, our
edible oils and fats, and our cornmeal., And it is because of this
on Seprod products
near total depeddernee /that what happens at Sepred is of ecrucial
importance to every Jemaican; its affairs bear intimately on our
daily lives so that whether we are clean or smelly and how our food
is prepared depends on what goes on there. And for quite some time
now many Jamaicans, and Jamaican housewives inpsrticular, have not
been happy about the kind and quality of service this monopoly
quasi-public enterprise has been providing. ©So we must all hope
that out of this Board of Inquiry will come answers that go further
. latest

than just telling us what led to the/sXmppagxe shutdown and how to
avoid such shut-downs in future, This latest stoppage so obviously
had a great deal to do with confrontationist attitudes, a flexing
of muscles and invit&tions to trials of strength, that I am not sure

any longterm and ,as far as consumers are concerned,
that/anyxkingxathex acceptable answers/can be found without also
addressing the critical question of the personalities involved and
exploring their attitudes to labour relations. All we need to do to
eppreciate the importance of this point is to think back a few yeers
to & time when Seprod was under another style of managemént and

labour relations and when it enjoyed an enviable reputation for

industrial peace. The most disturbing, and depressing, news of the

a committee of
past few days came when/the Principels of New Secondary Schools sent



telegrams to the Minister of Education protesting against what

they said were nearly 50% cuts in their operational budgets for

the 1982/83 school year, and calling on tue Minister to restore

the operational budget of the schools. According to reports this

far there has been no response from the Ministry of Education on the
matter, The question is: How can we be as committed as we say weg
are to education and then go on to make this/:zie Ofcut? And,you
know, when you look at the government's own spending figures as
published in the Estimates for 1981/82 and 1982/83 these cuts

become even more puzzling and disturbing., The revised Recurrent
Estimates for 1981/82 show a figure of $334.65-million spent on
Education., The Recurrent figure for 1982/83 showw a spending of
$358,38-million. This means this this year's Recurrent spending on
educetion is over $23-million more than last year's., And the Cspital
side is up too., Leaving aside the multilateral/bilateral ﬁgogramme

of the old Ministry of Education, Youth & Sport;, Capital spending on
Education went up from $7.2-million in 1981/82 to an Estimated $14.9-
million for 1982/83, which is an increase of over $6-million. So,
with these increased allocations for this year's Educetion budget,
why the 50% cuts in the operational budgets of the New Secondary
Schools? Where is the money going? To the politically glamorous

new education showpieces? 1 sincerely hope the Minister of Education
will think again., You do not go forward by cutting back on school
budgets. So please, think again., And finally and briefly, it is good
to hear of big new credits for agriculture. But what farmer, big or
small, can in today's Jemaica borrow at 12% or 13% and still make a

living for himself and his country? If our ne¥ approach is serious

it will express itself in easier credit termii Goodnight



The Politics of Survival:
¥ The need for alternative strategies

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
October 15, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: It is clear to all of us now that the Jamaican
economy is not doing anywhere near as well as most of us had heped
it would by this time. Our bauxite/alumina industry is in deep
depression and there are no signs t@at it would-get out of that
depression any time this year or next year., And so some of our most
highly skilled and highly paid workers are joining khe ranks of the
unemployed with likely social consequences that we have not even
started to think about yet., If the current level of our youth
unemployment 1is seen as a time-bomb how are we to describe the
likely consequences of highly skilled men anq women in the prime of
their lives, with mortgage commitments, household commitments,
commitments to educate children, to pay off instalments on cars and
furniture - how are we to descfibe their joining and swelling the
ranks of the unemployed? Because of the massive unemployment in
the United States and Canada these highly skilled Jgmaicans are
goiﬁg to find it infinitely more difficult to get visas to go

job hunting up North. In times of trouble everybody remembers that
charity begins at home. So whatnis the society going to do about
these people? At the moment we are all so busy with crisis-manage-
ment, with running here and thgfeLto raisé a little foreign lown or
find a new buyer for our bauxite/alumina, or to find someone
willing to come and invest here, that there is little time left for
thinking things out and for serious forward planning, It is no

accident that the Heart Programme was conceived and thought through

when the party now in power was in opposition. You always have more
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time to think a problem through and make plans when you are
daily
opposition, Once in power, with problems rushing at you/from every

quar ter, forward planning becomé’very difficult and you end up with

and
crisis-management, with trying to plug one hole after anothep/azxxkhe
with little time for anything else.
/BRXpXafXSXAXBXKERRIXSPEXRZIMEXxHEN XX Eakx And this is made even worse

when each Minister of Government also sees himself as his own chief
executive officer. Such a Minister has little or no time to sit back
and think things through and plan alternqgtive stratggies if one line
of action should fail. And so, having built our recovery programme
around the assumption of an expanding bauxite/alumina market, we are
in a mess because that market has contracted rather than expanded,
We hé@ggo fallback position; we Eﬁﬁ}aone little kRax® forward planning
and practical hard work to/;:iﬁ our export esgriculture into a possible
fallback position., <& whlle rich metrcopolitan countries subsidésed
& protected
/ their agriculture, we cut off supports and opened our markets, Now
our agriculture cannot help take up the slack and our foreign exchange
earnings are in a worse situation than they could have been; and we
have also hurt the production of food for loecal consumption., It seems
to me that we need urgertly to learn how dangerous 1t/§intgeput all
our eggs in any one basketﬁ To %fdgure, ell the indications of the
and support
time were that bauxite and the very obvious goodwill/of the Reagan
Administration and the I.M.F., for the new Jameican Government would
help see us gg/recovery road. S0 no-one thought of fallback plans.
Inde?d, in our cockiness we even unnecessarkly upset potentisl custom=
eéko We must learn from all this, We must learn that we need all the
frlnds we can make in our effort at economic survival; we need to

sell what we produce wherever we can without commiagng our sovereignty.

Especially in economic terms, we have no enemies, only interests,

Above all, we must think and plan on the key assumption that in the
s+

last resortAonly Jemaicans can bring recovery for Jamaica., Nobody else,

Friends canhelp; we must do it. Goodnight,



Political Morajity, Ideology & Power:
l) The Abolition of Saelidarity
2)S0lidarity with S.A. Political Prisoners

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
October 11, 1982, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: The Polish trade union, Solidarity, was voted out of
existence by an Act of the Polish Parliament last Friday. The voting
infavour of the abolition of Solidarity was reportedly overwhelming,
with only two members of the ?olish Parliament speaking against the
action, and only nine out of some 400-odd abstaining in the voting,.
So, by strictly legal means, that particular indepeddent trade union
organisation was abolished. The Western world reacted with predictable
On Saturday ,
heat and anger and outrage./ Amerigan Presiden? Ronald Reagan cancell-
ed the 'most favoured nation' trading status Poland enjoyed with
the United States and promised further sanctions ageinst it. And at
the Brit&sh Conservative Party Conference over the weekend Brithsh
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher blasted the Polish tyranny in a
powerful speech, Today, Monday October llth, commemorates solidarity
of another kind, It is +the Day of S®lidarity with South African
Political Prisoners. And unlike the abolition of the Polish Solidarity
this day of solidarity with South African Political Prisoners is
not likely to evoke any action against the Government of South
Africa by President Reagan or any bitter denuciation by Mrs, Thatcher,
And yet, Nelson Mandela, and Walter Sisulu have been hekd as the
political prisoners of the South African regime for more than fﬁenty
years, and they are only the two most widely known of an army of
political prisoners in South Africa. And yeu know, the difference
between the South African political prisoners and the leaders of the

now-banned Solidarity, is that the South Africans were not even
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trying to change the political system under which they lived., They
Just wanted to partiecipate fully in that system which was supposed
to he a multi-party parliesmentary demoeracy such as those operated
in Britain and the United States and here in Jamaica, They are
political prisoners because they demanded‘the same rights for all
South Africans ad are enjoyed by all Americans, all Britons, all
Jamaicans., The leaders of Solidé}ity in Poland, on the other hand,
‘quickly reaahed the point of challenging the Polish Communist Party
for state power. Before this time last year it had become clear that
Poland's Solidarity union had gone beyond being just concerned with
workers rights and was bent on changing the politiceal system} they

of Eastern Europe
in fact wanted to end communist rule. And the Communists/had shown
in Hungary and in Czecholsovakia that they were not prepared to be
voted Qut of power., In this particular respeét there is no difference
between them and between the rulers of South Africa., In other respects
there are great differences; and most of them to the credit of the Eas
Europeans and to the discredit of South Africa's rulers. So why the
great democré@¥ic silence on South Africa's political prisoners and
the thunder against Poland? The short answer is, I think, the great
global power struggle between the Soviet Union and the United States
to decide whose system should dominate and influence the worig;}giiix
struggle
XkExzkx® political morality or ideology are used as tools. So the U.S,
supports rightwing dictatorgbﬁith foul human rights records while

blasting human rights violations among the communists and while trying
to undermine places like Cuba and G¥enada and Nicargua., The communi%s
will not tolerate change in their warld; the capitalists, American-
style, will not tolerate change in their world. They use the same
means to prevent change., So where is the moral difference? Where the

moral superiority? Who is really foe the freedom of choice of the

people? BEzdmighixThe enemies look more like eacy other every day
Goodnight,



Unemployment & Economic Recovery

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Friday
Octebér 8, 1982, 6.10p.m

qPod evening: The American Stock Market yesterday had its biggest
selling and buying spree with more than 140-million stocks and
shares reportedly changing hands. Question: Is this stock market
boom a sign of economic recovery? The American government's own
. official
statisticians this morning made public the latest/unemployment
figures for the United Stétesa These .figures show that 10,1% of
the American workforce is now unemployed. If you translate that
statistic into living men and women it means that, officially,
more then 1ll-million Americans are out of work today., Question:
Does this unemployment tell us the same story that yesterday's
stock market buying spree tell? A buying spree on any stock market
fiscal and
is usually a sign of/confidence. Massive/mf growing unemployment is
economic
usually a sign of/trouble. So how do we reconcile these two very
important, and now very”contradictory, indicators? And this question
does not apply to the American economic situation only, We here in
Jamaica are faced with basically the same contradictory indicators,
The only difference®are of size and scale, and the difference between
a small and hecavily dependent economy and a large and relatively
independent mm® and globally dominant one. But the contradictory
, Jamaican
indicators are the same., On the one hand we are told the/economy
has turned around and we are presented with figures showing or
projecting growth, and with forecasts that are upbeat and optomistic,.

On the other hand we have the reality of the large-scale bauxite

lay-offs, the JOS lay-off$, and the coming lay-offs in the éugar

industry. And almost every month, some workers, somewhere are being
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laid off or made redundant or retrenched in the fives and tens
and twenties and thirties, The big dramatic ones, the lay-offs
in the hundreds, tend to make the headlines; the small ones tend
to be ignored, But if you add up all the small ones and put them
together they, too, run into the hundreds. So we come back to the
question of reconciling this growing unemployment with the claims
and the statistics of ecomomic recovery. There is, I think, one way
in which this can be done., If economic recovery is an end in itself,
if getting the'bottom-line' numbers to come out right, no matter
what happ;;;\%%iyeople, then you can indeed achieve growth and
recovery at the same time as you have increasing unemployment and
less and less money to spend on schools and hospitals and teamghers!
and nurses' pay. But this is not what the fiscal conservatives say.
They say they do care about people and that once their policies are
working and economic recovery is in full stride, new jobs will be
generated and unemployment will go down and the new bomyant economy
will generate the necessary mggé;.to pay for the needed social
services such as healthg, education,zm@ water and sanitation and
public transport. So all you have to do is trust the market forces,
have confidence in your leaders and work hard. Mr. Reagan, you will

remember, in persuit of this prescription, cut taxes in such a way as

|
benefit the rich most (on the assumption that they would plough these

benefits back into production), and also cut social service% This,
the Americans were told, would turn their economy around, Before he
be@ame Vice President Mr., George Bush had described this as 'voodoo

economics', Today, that voodoo economics has led to the highest

In terms of
unemployment figures America has ever recorded,/wxtRamixamy unemploy
ment we appear to be drifting in a similsr direction. The big differ=

ence 1s the American unemployed have some social cushioning;, our .\ &

unemployed have none. So what price recovery if the# numbeF gef
out of hand? Goodnight, A



The People's Right to Know
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NEWS COMMEN TARY

Dor broadcast on Monday

October 4, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: One of the great and good and healthy things about
political democracy in Jamaiea is the tendency to turn almost any
event into a raging political controversy: the words of 2 sogg,
nudity on tﬁe beach, an audit of a monopoly¥ concern, the kind of
advertisemént we get, the circumstances of the sale of an energy
enterprise or hotel - all these can, and often do become instant

hot political potatoes., Jamaicans are used to speaking their minds
on anyE;verything, ghether they know the facts or not. And that is
the hallmark of a free and open society with a robust tradition of
free speech. The dark side of this is the abuse and the manipulation
and ;h% clever use of that tradition of free speech in the service
of}special interests and special power groupings, which are not
always necessarily the same as,or in keeping with, the national
interest. And the only way to deal with this dark side which is the
~abusé of our tradition of fobust free speech is tog keep the society
as well informed as possible on everything of public concern going'
on in the society. Let it all hang out; make it easy for all the
people to get at all the facts. Tell the truth, all the truth, and
let the people make their judgements on the basis of fact rather
than hearsay, sou-sou or manipulative use of the media by ang group
or quarter, This is the only way to serve the best interests of

democracy and freedom of speech. Far too many of our politicians

are hot champions of press freedom and freedom of speech when they
once in power they

are in opposition but/ suddenly become remote or tight-lipped or

highly selective about what information the people should get and
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in whgt form. This highly delective releaseL?f information is what

is known as'managed news' and when carried to extremes becomes
our brand
destructive of freedom of expression and of/democracy itself. So let

the information all hang out, Publish, or table in Parliament, the

terms of the Esso purchase and all the documents related to it;
the full terms of
releaed/the most recent as well as the earlier Seprod audits. Make
the details
public all/of that extraordinary deal in which a state-owned entity

acquires a valuable piece of real estate at a reported profit of

two million dollars to the vendors over a twnty-four hour time span,
All these are in the public domain and the Jamaican people have a rigE
to all, not just some of the facts, And in a different, and perhaps

more complex sense, Dpolitical parties seeking state power are also
succeed
part of the public domain, for if they/smmk in gaining power they will

make far-reaching decisions on our behalf which could lock us into

processes for generations to come, So I think we need to know a deal
more than we now do
/of what goes on inside our political parties, once thos ties
which raises th%ﬁ%l st loyalty
offer themselvew for election, I give you one small exaéple/ If a

Jamaican is also a citizen of say, Britain or Canada or the United
States should such a Jamaican become 2 member of Jamaiva's Parliament
and perhaps, one day, becomeuQ;Prime Minister or a key Cabinet
Remember some who heldgbffice then left when things got rough?
Minister?/ ®hat a person is or does as a private citizen is one thing;

, the level of their commitment,
what they are or do/as representatives of a nation is something else

again. S& how do the parties deal with these matters, if at all, when
for high office?
they select candidates? And how really democratic are the internal
practice
workings of the parties? Can parties which do not/kax® internal

democracy operate national democraciés? We know more about every

quarrel in the PNP than we do about the other parties. Why? Are theee

. hidden
no quarrels in the i£§ or WPJ? Or are thef behind closed doors? And
te ¥ - )
how mucl should 'we know? I think we should know everythin et
warts and all. Tha® is the way of t*:ackmmcracyo Ggodnigﬁt.



The Bauxite Lay-offs:
The economics of losing a job,.

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

October 1, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: For the 420 Dbauxite workers of Reynolds Jamaica
Mines whose jobs left them earlier today, Friday October lst, 1982,
- is 'black Friday' indeed., And next Monday, Monday'@ctober‘4, 1982,
will be another 'black' day for another bateh of-béuxite workers,
some 169 of them, whose Jjobs at Kaiser Bauxite will also leave
them, So, between today and this fime Monday 589 bauxite workers !
will have lost their jobs, And this, in any man's langmnage is a g
bitter blow, And yet, when you call out these numbers, especially g

and mix them with other numbers,
if you call them out quickly/ as politicians tend to do with unpleas‘

ant and unwelcome statisties, it is’ possible to make them seéem less E
terrible than they really are. So, in respect for the men whose ‘
jobs left them today, and those whose jobs will leave them on Monda

let us try and put these numbers and the very human tale they tell 4

in their true perspective., Our bauxite workers are among the most -’

skilled and best paid of our workers, and they have, oVer the years
grown accustomed@ to a certain quality of 1life for themselves and
their families and their dependants, So a fair assumption would be

that the average bauxite workers with his high pay would live in a

%
»
i

two or three bedroom house, depending on the size of his family.
He would run a car, and at the most conservative estimeate, have

say two school age children, There would be at least one domestic

ke Ll R ek W

helper and the wife is likely to stay home, especially if there is
an older dependent, either one or two of his or the wife's parents.

But even if this older dependent lives away he would still give
some sort of financial help. So now you begin to add up a new set
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of numbers, When the breadwinnerwheads of 589 households lose their
jobs the jobs of 589 domestic helpers are also engdangered; the
physical needs of 589 o0ld age dependents are also endangered; the
schooling ofégfz;8;§ix in jeopardy. So you have roughly Xx8%3 2,356
direct dependents Qhose lives and livelihood are bound to be affected
by the 1loss of jobs of the 589 bauxite workers., Your 589 now spawns i
a conservative estimate of some 2,945 Jamaicans who will be directly
affected to one degree or another by these job losses., But it does
not end there. Your bauxite workerp with his high income lived
reasonably well so the shops and groceries and pubs in his area
benefitted from his and his family's spending and the circulation in }

his community of his relatively plentiful bauxite dollars. And the

government did very well out of him, thank you, by way of his tax

and other deductions. In this way, the negative effects of this loss %
of jobs by what at first seems a small number, spreads and grows. 1
Shopkeepers and supper shops in baumgite areas are likely to lay off g
helpers or close down completely. And your 589 which grows to 2,945 f
can spread and grow, This applies, of course,not only to this
particular batch of bauxite workers. It applies to one degree or
another every timing group of workers are separated from their jobs,
So what are we doing about this? The severance and redundgncy money
they get will hold things for a time, but not for long. Then what?
History shows that it is always the better-off groups, those with
the highest skills and the best returns in their societies, who are

least prepared to lose everything, or what they regard as everything,

without a fight., The unskilled unemployed; and those who have for-

gotten what it is to have a job ¥%ll grumble and endure., The highly
mes,

skilled with memories of better/days and with high expectations,
will not endure passively. Wisddm and prudenec would suggest that
we think this one through carefully, and‘,L Goodnight,

o
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Gathering Ftorm in Southern Africa:
The Cubans in Angela

NEJS COMMENTARY
For broadeast on Monday
September 27, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: An almost casual news item over this past weekend,
which was datelined Lisbon Portugal, and which was carried on the
news wire services and over a few of the world's more politically
shor twave new
alert/radio statiohs, could be an indicator of/danger in one of: ;
old .

the world's hottest/mmw trouble spots. And coming so soon after the
stark horror of the Beirut massacre, I suggest we all take very
serious note, because there are deeply dismurbing similaritles

between this new development and the events whlch.cu;mlna$ed~1n the

ST N T S < o

Berut massacre., The item to which I refer is a reﬁort that a senior
U.S. government official arrived in Angola on Saturday night for
talks with thé Angolan Government on "the future of'Namibia and the
thorny issue of U.S. recognititm of thé Angolan Government", This,
on the face of it, is a straightforward dipiomatic mission, that is,
if you do not know the background., There are two key factors to the‘
background, Firsi?}égith Africa invaded and very nearly over-ran i

the flegling Republic of Angola in the early, tricky days of its

independence' and only the arrival of Cuban troops prevented a South

I3

African occupation of Angola and the installation of é puppet regimei
headed by Jonas Savimbi; and second, the racist South Aﬁ;icans have !
made thé withdrawal of" the Cubans from Angola a pre-condition for WI
arriving at a settlement over Namibian independence, The United

States, for its part, has made the withdrawal of the Cubans from

Amgola a condition for recognisihg Angola, And to complete the

¢

parallel with Lebanon, both the South Africans and the Americans

have covertly helped gng armed the forres of Jonas Savimbi in their

_
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efforts t6 overthrow the government of Angola. So you have there
the‘httempts to make the kind of civil war which xkz divided the
Lebanon to the point of weakness where the Israelis could invade and
oceupy -and demand the expulsion of the PLO., The civil war idea has
not quite worked so the Cubans are still in place and the South
Africans ‘dare not invade, Two weeks back, at the height of the:
Israeli action in Lebanon before the massacre, the South African
Government declared publicly that the main obstacle to a settlement
in Namibia is the presence of the Cubans in Angola. A question we
might usefully ask is: what would happen if the Angolan Government
were to ask the Cubans to withdraw? What assurance is there that

the South Africans would not then invade Angola and let loose the
Savimbi forces to massacre in the same way as the Israelis let loose
the Phalangists in Beirut? Are the South African racists supposed |

to be any moré humane? Are they any more likely to honour any

R i i it

evacuation agreement than did the Israelis after the PLO had left?

And is the United States likely to act any more decisively against

"

the South African rgcists than she did against Israel? And yet, !
just as she did over the PLO in the Lebanon, the United States is

now using all her power and her influence, as well as the promise

of recognition and aid, as levers to persuade Angola to tell the
Cubans to leave. The Organisation of African Unity and the Frobtline
States have rejected all U.S., effortd to get them to condemh the

that presence

Cuban présence in Angola: they know/X% is the only ®shl2dd against a
American

South African over-run. So now the heavy/pressure is on Angola it~
self because both the OAU and the Cubans will honour whatever Angola
decides. The catch is that not only Angola8s fate, not only Namibia's

fate are at stake; the fate of all Southern Africa hinges on how

Angola handles this pressurec [he tragedy is that once again America
is on the side of racism and repression, Goodnight,



1) The Governlnnt &_the Nurses

£

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
September 24, 1982, 6,10p.m.

Good evening: The good news is that our registered nurses are back

on theg job, as from this morning., They have gone back on the

advice of the Minister of Labour that he had now received the long

awaited advice from the Attorney General's Department on how the

Industrial Disputes Tribunal should proceed in xkax dealing with

the anomaly which is the‘cause_of the present impasse, I understand

registered

thesnurses expect some positive action from the IDT withln the next

seven days. I hope they get that action w1th1n that time %rzﬁinﬁthere

has been an awful lot of stalling on this matter; and I think there

has been something unwholesome and socially unhealthy in the way this

issue has been dragged out, and for those who did the dragging out

to then preach social responsibilipy to Jeamaica's nurses, With all

the respect in the world, I do not think that any politician of any

party in Jamaica today is in a position to preach social respon31b111t
politicians

y to Jamaica's nurses., On the contrary, I think thef can learn much

of the %rue meaning of social responsibility from our nursés . Anyway,

let us remind ourselves of just what this dispute is all about, The

registered nurses are the trained and qualified nurses whose

professional skills are recognised the world over, as are the

professional skills of doctgggeyggzgggers, de:ii§2272£d the like,

The enrolled nurses have not gone through the same training and soc¥o

;zﬁlgixe thevsameyprofessional qualif;cations and the same profession-

al standing in the world, This is a .simple fact of a professional

difference. The moment an enrolled or assistant nurse can gain the

same professional gqualification that nurse would also become a

— 4
B o (T, AN
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Regisggred Nurse, Iﬁdeed, being an enrolled or assistant nurse was
seen, in the first instance, as a new opening for people who did not
get on-the-job

have the necessary school passes and the like to/Xxaim to become
qualified for the nursing profession., And so, in the beginning, the
pay difference between the Registered’Nuyse who is the trained
professional and the trainee or enrolled nursé, who was in the pbsitio
of the érticled clerk or the apprentice, that pay difference was

50%. The trainee nurse received half of what the qualified nurse got,
But in the anti-elitest days of the 1970s this differential in pay
between the Registered Nurse and the Inrolled Nurse began to be
whittled away, If the skills of the enrolled nurses had been upgraded
at the same pace at which their pay was, 1 don't think there could
have been much argument. This was not how it was: the skills different
ial remained; the pay differential was massively reduced until there
‘was a difference of only 124% between what the registered hurse
received and what the enrolled nurse received. You may remember the
registered nursé’protests of 1975 ower this same matter., The then
government finally agreed that the differential should go back to
35%. But the same erosion of the difference continued till we were
back at a difference of 12%% whibh is what the registered nurses are
now protesting against once more., And they have been doing so since
1979 and they have been getting the run-around since then. The issue
is really quite~§imple: you either pay people in accordance with
their recognisedspro?gssional qualification and say to anyone else
'if you want that same pay then get that same qualification')or else
you abandon those standards and make idiots of the truly q_\.zalifieeff:d«'~
And you do something even worse: you tell others that th do noI

fes e v

really need to make the effort to become ualifiedp all the need

is the,'musecl o gl
\' el{ This is not in the 1nterest of either the nation or ¢

the nation's health services, Goodnight, .j



1) Massacre in West Beirut
2) Beyond Anger & Protest - What?
3) The PNP & the Communists

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For brozecast on Monday
September 20, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The world continues to be in a state of shock and
horror and anger ever that bloody massacre in West Beirut, Lebanon,
which began late last Thursday night and lasted for roughly twenty-
four_hours. Nobody is as yet certain of the exact number of Palestin-
ien refugees - men, womeh and children - who were slaughtered over
that dreadfuld twenty-four hour period. What is known is that the
.slaughter of human beings was massive and savaege gnd that attempts
to cover up some of the killings were madg By using bulldozers to
shove the bodies into the rubble and debris @f bombed buildings and
bomb craters. Early estimates of the death toll range from a low of
300 to a high of 1,500. The final figure could well be higher than
the highest estimateﬁ:/ﬁgg;gge guns can fire thousands of rounds of
bullets into thousands of rounded-up boddies in any twenty;fpur hour
period., High-speed machine guns are part of the high teéhn@logy some
among us now worship as the latterday icon\\pf progress and
civilisation., The catch is that high-technology without vision,
humeani ty,
without/kumamy, without morality, can lead not to a higher civilisat-
ion but to technological barbarism. And we were as close to that in
past massacre ]
Beirut this/weekerd as we were during the Sharpville/kxkxiimzz of 196!
and during the earlier slaughter of Jews in the Hitler years. The !

highest technology in the world is not of itself a virtue; its

measurement must be the uses to which it is put: whether it serves
or destroys, liberates or enslaves, Anyway, it would have taken muchf

donger and probably been much more difficult to conduct that kind o‘i

slaughter without high-tech, The Government of

. g i h) 2
lsrael has angril;
srael has angrily
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denied any responsibility, direct or indirect, for the Beirut
massacre, And yet there is information that last Thursday night

the Israeli Cabinet was informed of the plan to allow the rightwing
Christian Phalangist force to go into the two refugge camps 'to seek
out terrorists and arms', The Israeli Cabinet reportedly approved
the plan even though one Cabinet Minister warnmed that it would
result in a massacre, The Israelifg government knows better than most
other governments the bitter hatred of the Chris$tian Phalangists for
the Palestinian refugees. They could hasggno doubt of what would
happen if the Phdlangists were let loose among unprotected Palestin-
ians. And it happened while the soldiers of Israel ringed the camps
and looked on, and held back. I think Israel may find this one
Heunting her as Sharpville haunts South Africa and the Holocaust
haunts Germamy., Beyond talk the world did precious little about the
Holocaust, and nothing about Sharpville. Will it do any more about
the slaughter in West Beirut? Will America, the only one with the
power to do it, show practical and concrete disappfoval of Israeli
policy in the Lebanon? For, make no mistake about it. Israel in now
the occupging power in Lebabon, and for as long as it is that, it
;EPSt be held responsible for what happens there., And finally and

174

%
tPrIefly{ the important local news was the PNP conference which had

N

some interesting features this year, and which declared anew that it
is not a communist party. I don't think anybody interested in Jamaicg

politiecs seriously thought the PNP was or was going communist. The,

. J
ﬁwb&v"b« 2 é%ﬂl&w“ts
PNP is and has always beemf4 the most open Ind éﬁﬁgcratic mass party

i : Png Whatprr
in the country, which isLﬁhy they cannot keep secrets. Communism has

always been a bogey used against the PNP by its political enemies on

k R
the right. The;new factor, since the 19705hs that there now is a

real communist party in Jamaiea Which, as all communi t,pafties do,

trid to infiltrate and gain a mass base by riding {ke PNP coattgilso‘

Can the PNP handle this without swinging to the anti—ébmmunist right?
§4d44éi'$



The Facts Behind the Lebanese Crisis

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadecast on Friday
September 17, 1982, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The latest Israeli aggression in West Beirut has aaid
to rest, very quickly and very dramatically, that piece of political
fiction so cleverly foétered by both Israel and the Unitgd States,
that the real problem in Lebanon was the presence of the Palestine
Liveration Organisation, the PLO. Remember thé argument thaf once
'the PLO was out, once the so-called 'state within a state' was put
'to an end, peace and stability would return to Lebanon and the
Israelis and the Syriahs would go home and leave the Lebanese to
solve their own problems? Remember? Well, Israel's aggression this
week has blown all that sky-high, Israel has used Tuesday's assass-
Christian
ina%ion of the rightwing/Falangist leadey Bashir Gemayel, as excuse
for a massive new military onslaught on West Beirut. Israel says
she wants to ensure peace and stability,’and so she is now in
military occupation of the capital city of another country. Repo;ts
are that Israel was puttingApressure of Bemayel ;o make the signing
of a peace treaty with Israel one of his first acts after being
installed as President of Lebanon next week. ISraefvfrustration at
the disiptergration of this plan with the déath of their man, may
be the reason for the new violence against a now‘completely unde fend=-
ed people. But this very violence new ensures that there will be no
peace treaty, certainly not in the short run, And Israeli bombs and
tanks and planes cannot solve the Lebanese problem, énymore than

the driving out of the PLO could. Indeed, the only way Israel might

be able to contribute to a solution #f the Lebanese problem would be

by agreeing to the West Bank and Gaza becoming the homezand to which



P

the very many Palestinian refugees, upwards of a million of whom
are in the Lebanon, could return. That would not in itsslf solve the
Lebanese problem; but it would help ease it somewhat. The real
solution for Lebenon lies, I think, in the complete overhauling of
the religious-tribal political structure imposed on it by the French
The French found
with indepedence in 1943./ Em#srxthex¥xEmzk the most effective form
of colonial rule in Lebanon to be along religious and cultural liness
They got on best with the educated urban Chritian Lebanese, had
most trouble with the muslim sectw. So they institutionalised the
political structure with their favourite ‘'natives', the Christian
ﬁ@gﬁ%ﬁi on top. The population of the time, by French estimation,
was 60% Christian and 40% Muslim: so power was divided accordingly.
The President would be a Maronite Christian, the Prime Minister a
Sughi Muslim, the Speaker a Shi ite muslim, the Vice Prewident an
Orothodox Christian, Parliament would have 60% Christiens and 40%
non-Christien. Government jobs were shared out along yhe same 60-40
ratio., And so it ha$ been since 1943, even though all the indications
are that the Arab muslims now greatly outnumber the Arab Christians.
And the history of foreign invasions to protect the interests of
what is now a Christian minority when those interests coincided with
those of a particular power, has mede the Lebanese Arab Christians
as unwiliing to give up any of their historically entrenched power at
are, say, the Protestants of Northern Ireland. So you have political
tribalism of the worst kind reinforced by religiou%gealotry and
intolerance, If you add to this the emergence of private armies,
loyal to individual warloma@is,(Bashir Gemayel was one such), ¥ou will
begin to get an idea of the dimensions of the Lebanese problem., It

both nationally and in Pan-Arabd terms.
is a hard problem[ Ismeal makes it harder by trying to manipulate

that problem in its favour through using the Christians, The death

of Bashir Gemayel should make that plain to Israel snd the world,
Goodni~-ht



The Economics of Survival:
Productivity, Unemployment & Social Stability

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

Sé¥tember 13, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: Ecomomists and benkers tend to look at the world's
current economic crisis in terms of how a country handles it balance-
of-payments, its l?vels of production and exports and imports, and
its management of/;;i finances. .And the general assumption has been
that if a country handles these matters well then economic growth
would be almost auéoﬁativ and all the citizené'of thét country would
enjoy the benefitvs of sucﬁlgrowth, noy necessarily'Zt the same time
or to the same extent, but eertainly everybody would see and feel

the benefit sooner or later., But refent'developments inthe world
economy hhwe raised doubts ana questions about this optimistic
assumption., For one thing, it now seems that before some ecopomies
can achieve that turn about and growth we all say we want there has
to be some really massive so-called 'adjustments': all the slackness
and weakness, it seems, has to be squeezed out of an economy before
it can be set on that growth path., And this so-called 'squeezing out’
has led to large-scale collepses and'shut-downs of businesses. We
know of, businesses closing down here in Jamaica., But what is happenin,
in the Uniteé States and Western Europe make our.little closings

look sméll.- There have been more than 15,000 business bankruptcies
in the United Dtates so far this year, In one single week last

month nearly 600 companies collapsed And as it is in the United
Stetes so it is in Britein and Western Europe. And of course, when

‘companies fold, their workers lose thégr jobs. And even the

companies that survive have to tighten up and squeeze the waste out

of their operationﬁ especially when their markets become weak and
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people stop buying what they produce. And unemployed workers in

North America and West Europe just cannot buy new cars or new houses
or go on holidays to far-off sunny Caribbean islands as they did when
they were in jobs and had saved money. So the demand for Jamaican
bauxite and alumina slumps and Jamaican bauxite workers are laid off
and the companies try to tighten-up and squeéze out the fat., And

so the effort to stimulate economic recovery and growth had led to
large-scale unemployment, not only among poor Third World countries !
but in the rich Western capitalist countries as well. In the United
States unemploymen% officially hovers around eleven million.
Unoffiecially it is somewhere between l3-million and.lS-million. In
Western Europe it is officially somewhere in the region of 1l5-million
; 1t could be at least & million more. So, in the world's richest
and most developed countries you have, .tcday, anywhere between
26-million and 30-million people who are without jobs as their
countries squeeze and tighten tkeir economies in the struggle for
that greater productivity and efficiency which they hope will end the
most terrible refession to ht the world since the Great Depression
of the 1930s., One gregt difference is that in the 1930s the United
States was not the same dominant and dominating world economy that
she is today so the rest of the world was less directly and dramatic-
ally affectg%han it is today. Thgvorld did not catch pneumonia; it
only caught a xXxxhx cold. Today things are different. And ﬁ?ay's
people are different too. What would happen if more whi te middleclass
Americans were to be squeezed into unemployment,say to betweeh 15-20
million®? Will they accept it as relatively passively as their fore-—

bears did in the 1930s? I think not. And I am certain the West

Europeans would react violently if their unemployment were to rise

to between 30-40 million., And then there are the, milllons in the
3rd World, agnmmic recovery may result in chaos &f it cennot accommo-
date thes%é nd do so quickly. Goodnight,



1) The I.M.F. After Toronto
2) America & Western Europe
3) A Worst-Case Scenario

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
September 10, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Reports out of TorontoA at the énd of the World Bank
and International Monetary Fund annual meeting suggest that the two
lending institutions will have thelr qudtas increased so that they
will in future be.able'to lend a little more money to the pobrer
countries of the world;'but these increases will not be ds high as
the Third World countries had preséed for. The Third World had wanted
a doubling of the lending money available to the I.MF and World Bank,
and at least two West European countries had backed the Third
World stand. Others, like Great Britain and West Germany wanted the
increase to belin the region of 50%; but the United States, the
biggest contributor, was against even this size of inzrease., But in
the end the United States did relax its oppadsiton somewhat and my
guess is that by next April when the matter comes up for final
decision there will be agreement to increase the quotas - and so
the available lending money - By between 25% and 30%. But I also
think the Americans are going to insist on continued tighter IMF
conditionality than most Third World countries want. Mexico is the
current victim of the American determination to adhere to strict
IMF conditionality with its overwhegéming bias against all forms of
state control or regulation of the economy, and in favour of a
dominant role for the private sector, And so there are signs of
Mexico facing the likelihood of being 'punished' for nationalising

its banks, A standby loan of over $1,000-million has suddenly been

suspended until Mexico arrives at an'understanding' with the I.M.F



for a $4,000-million-plus agreement, The new and interesting twist
to this one is that Mexico these days is not one of the run-of-the-
mill poor Third World countries with little or no resources. She is
0il rich and her problem is essentially short-term and one of massive
miscalculation and massive over-spending. So how far will the IMF
push Mexico? Latin America, all of Latin America, is going to watch
this one very closely, and on its outcome may very well depend
whether U.S.-Latin American relations begin to improve or deteriorate
even further. For, make no mistake about it, any undue pressure on |
Mezdco by the IMF will be seen as an American economic squeeze. And
just as American relations with Western Europe are a% a new low

. é,/ Ame?ican-made
because of the American embargo on Europ€é sales of/mymixmaEmx or
licenced or controlled equipment to the Soviets for their gas
pipeline,sdal any squeeze on Mexico is likely to provoke batter
reaction. The Western Europeans are particularly angry at the
assumption, voiced publicly by Vice President George Bush, that as
the leader of the so-called 'free world' America must lead and every-
body else must follow, The West Europeans do not see it in such
simplistic cowboy terms; neither will the Latin Americans. So there
could be tricky days ahead. And this brings us here in Jamaica to
the question of a worst-case scenario. . Of course we will go on
raising the loans we need, our leaders are skilful enough for that,
So that worst-case scenario may never arise; I certainly hope it
does not., But what if it did? What if one day next year or the year
after there is suddenly no lecan money to be had? What will we do?

How will we cope? Have we any fall-back plan for survival. I know

the small country fermers will feed themselves and survive, But wha%
about the rest of Jamaica? Do we have a survival plan if the day shéul

ever come when we cannot borrow our troubles

- away? Wh
import food?, Goodnight, J en we cannot



World Bank-I.M.F. Toronto Meetings:
What Future for the Third World?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
September 6, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The single ?ost important economic event in the world
tagay is undoubtedly/tggiyogening in Toronto, Canada of the four-day
annual meeting of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund
which is attended by the Finance Ministers and economic leaders
of some one hundred and forty rich -and poor countries. The decisions
which will be taken at this meeting will have a profound bearing on
the daily lives of hundréds of millions of people all over the world,
but especially on the daily lives of the poorest peoplevliving in
the most depressed areas of the world, On the face of it, thosev
spokesmen from
decisions will be arrived at democratically, with/riech and poor
countries alike making their contributions and casting their votes.
But as with the United Nations Security Council the decisions of one
or tworsuperpowers can block or over-rule whatever the majority may
want, In the case of the World Bank and I.M.F, it is‘not a vet®
power that can block or overrule decisions; it is the number or
percentage of voting rights member countries have, and the United ﬁl
States/gi;ng;x largest single number of votes in both the World
Bank and the I.M.F. And this gives the U.S. ani effective veto on
decisions and actions taken by the World Bank and the I.M.F., And of
coygrse, the United States and its West European allies, when they
are in agreement, determine what does or does not happen in the
world economy. And even communist economies can be, and are, affected
by sueh Western capitalist determination. We have seen this in the
cases of Hungary and Poland, which have borrow&i hgavily from

Western banks and are now deep én debt to the Western capitalist



banking system, Communist Cuba has called for the rescheduling of
its relgtively small debt of some $3,000-plus million to Western
Banks, and is inviting capitalist investment on a controlled,
partnership basis. So having a different ideology and a different
political system does not of itself insulate any country from the
influences and at times, the control of the capitalist system throulgh
its World Bank and International Monetary Fund. The only possible
insulation is for a country to be either rich enough to pay its way
in the world or else to choose deliberately to do without those
imports which it cannot pay for., So the Soviet Union can import
thousands of millions of dollars worth of grain without becoming a
client of the World Bank or the I.M.F; and Japan, with hardly an&
resources or raw materialsof its own can, through the use and

become
organisation of its people and economic structures,/a feared
competitor and powerful honerary Western capitalist state instead of
a client, Thggggsigries of the Third World are in no such position;
their options seem limited to being either dependant g¢lients of the
dominant Western wvapitalist system or joining the economiceally weaker
communist economic system and help build up its strength, or electing
to go the much more economicaaly painful and @#ifficult route of
non-alignment with its risks and disadvantages. The genuinely non-
aligned are usually under varying degrees of economic pressure from
both the capitelist and communist economic systems. Each system wants

its client states to become submissive parts of that system. And so

. . . . o e )
if the vote in Toronto is to lend the client st@tes/a little more moné,
the terms will be a little tighter and the client skétes will become

a little less sovereign in their decision-making, and the dream of
economic independence will recede a little further. That is the

hard reality for the Third World this week, Goodnight,



1) The Esso Aequisition: the 1979 Gas Price Strike
2) Reagan's New Move in the Middle East

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Friday
September 3, 1982, 6,10p.m

latest news
Good evenngg: The/aXEstxmEw® is that the government of Jemaica and

Esso West Indies have regched basic agreement for the government to
buy out and take over the Esso refinery loéated on Kingston's
Marcus Garvey Drive, There are, we are told, some details still to
be worked out, bu$% the deal has been struck. The refinery will pass
into Jamaican hands, And this, in face of this government's known
attitude to public ownership of business enterprises, is an NNRRAXIR
iwhcharacteristic step., But the alternative the government faced was
to agree to Esso's demand for an increase in its margin of profit
on the refinery operation. And thereby hangs a tale of political
consideration of no mean importance. Most of us still remember the
January
gas price strike of/1979 when the economic life of Jamaica was
brought to an abrupt and jarring halt with road-block’, slashed JOS
bus tyres , and the more enterprising among thé striking hustlers
exacting tribute from motorists to permit them to go their way., I
still remember the great distances some people travelled, the great
detours they made, to avoid the roadblocks and get to and from work.
And as it was in Kingston so it was in many other areas of Jamaica,
That gas price strike was masterminded by a JLP affiliate many of
whose members now hold important positions in the pr%?nt government
of Jamaica, So in a purely political sense, a gas price increase,
especially af this time, could have unpredictable and explosive
consequences., The precedent fior massive économic and social disruption
had been set in January 1979. In this sense that gas price strike of

January, 1979, can be either cursed or blesseq — depending on your

point of view - for the government's present move to take over the
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public
refinety. We mwst hope that the refinery, under Jamican/ownership,

will qontinue to operate as a viable profitable enterprise to the
benefit of the Jamaican people, and that the price of its products
can now be held at reasoqable levels., There are examples to prove that
this can be done,given good sense and good management. There are
examples of the other thing too, of public ownership leading to the
'feeding tree' mentality and to the running down of an enterprise, as
we have seen with the JOS, It is all up to the workers and the manage}
rather than jusz;the system of ownership, Remember that gas price
strike? Our actions can lead to unexpected results, can't they?

The other big news, on the international scene this time,was

i on Wednesday

Mr., Reagan’new proposals/for tackling the Palestinian problem. The
key point in that plan is thet the Israeli-occupied West Bank and
Gaza Strip areas should become the Palestinian homeland, and that
this area should bg associated with Jordan., Israel should not
establish any more Jewish settlements on the West Bank and Gaza. And
poocess to full Palestinian self-government in association with
Jordan should be carried out/gzez phased five-year period. In return
for giving up i%é occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, the associat-
ion of Jordan and Palestine would accept unconditionally Israel's
existence and right to secure borders, as would all the other Arab
states., Such is the heart of the Reagan proposal., This, the President
and his people have made clear, is how the American government 'sees
the way to peace and stability in the Middle East, with both Israeli
interests (Ond Palestinian interests, assured., It is, I think, the

most sensible basis for negotiations so far put forward for satis-

fying both Jewish and Palestinian fears and interests. It is unfortun-

ate that Israel's first reaction was a flat rejection of. the plan;

perhaps its second reaction will be less colonialist., If not there

there is nothing but grief ahead for the Middle East and for Israel.
Goodnight,



Reagan Vetoes CBI:
Where do we go from here?

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday,
August 30, 1982, 6.10.m.m,

Good evening: American President Ronald Reégan struck Jamaica & |
terrible economic.blow lest Saturday when he vetoed a Congressional
money bill which empowered the American Government to spend $14.1-
thousand million dollars'to keep the U.S. government's machinery

going for the balance of this financial year which ends in October. {

This money was supposed to go into paying the military, some of the

civil service, and some of the.sociel programmes., But in its passs ge

through the two Houses of Congress various Congressional Committees

had tecked on to the Bill qdditionél spending on matters which they

considered importaﬁt° For instance Mr. Reagan has done some heavy

budget cutting on social spending which would benefit the poor, the

old, students and mihority groupd, So some Congrossionél people
these cuts them

tried to restore some of/ikiz Emx spending/by adding x%x/on to the

new Appropriation Bill, All-in-all these additiens amounted to

some $918-million. In addition the Congressional leaders also changed

cut, and rearranged some of the amounts the Reagan Admigistration

had asked for. They, for instence, cut $2,000,-million from the

they tacked the CBI on,
proposed Defence Department budget;/and they changed up the numbers

of the Caribbeen Basin plan, cuttlngﬁgne propesed military assistance
to El Salvador and reducing its overall allocation. The thinking of
the Congressional leaders was simple and clear. If Mr. Reagan was as
committed to his Ceribbean Basin Initiative as he made out, then he
would acceptf their changes and additions in order to get the CBI

4 &
through the Congress., This, after all, wasthe old traditional way
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doing business in political Washington: the Congress gives the
President what he wants, and the President gives the Congress what

it wants - espe€ially in an election year, They somestimes call it

'a little honest horsefrading'° But last Saturdag Mrl Reagan made it
clear he did not Went to trade. After =all, he got his way lest year
without giving enything. Or so it seemed, until he had to sign that
massive new tax measure = couple of weeks ago, In this case, too, soon
-er or later, Mr. Reagen. is going to have to trade., The risk is that
the CBI may either get lost or become even more severely mangled in
any later horse-tradidng., This is the American way and it is belng
played out with American interests being paramount: not Jemaican or
Caribbean or Central American., To be sure, the Pregidgnt and mayy
other Americens do care what happens to us; but only after they have
taken care of their own Business first; and I, fgr one, see nothing
vwrong with that, What I do see ag wrong is the apparent shocked and
traumatised reaction of some of our leaders and some of their spokes-
people at this turn of evenfs° It is as though we have absolutely no
options of our own; as though policy for Jemaica is made in Washingtor
as though things will fall apart if Washingtom does not hold us up.
And that, whatever else it is, is not.a‘healthystate of.affeirs and
not a healthy state of mind. Of course we need that $50-million of
CBI 2id depperately, and of course it will be a blow if it is delayed
as now seems very likely; but it is wrong for it to be or to appear

to be a2 matter of life and death for this nation. Jamaica has survived
worse blows %han this in the past. Jamaicea is capeble of surviving
worse blows than this, Whet is wrong is that our political system and
a new generation of political and business
Razxxisxzdugatedxamdxmxsiedxus leaders have led us into a dangerous

new state of almost total dependence On external forces and external

interests to such an extent that Jamaica today cannqt even feed

itself from its own.earth. And that 2s we are seeing,and will go on
seeing, 1s no way eituier to deliverance o¥ the better we went. Goodna



Third World Economic Problems:
The Search for New Perspectives

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
August 27, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Conferéncés on economic matters, especially Third ¢
‘World economic matters, represent one of the highpoints of this
weeks news here in Jemaica: there was the conference of Central :
Benk Governors of Latin America and Speain at which Dr. Owen JeffersonQ

painted a sterk picture of the present state of the world economy andq

1
N

=

its impact on the poorer nations of the earth; snd there was the

o R

opening meeting of the Latin Americen Governors of the International
- '
Monetary Fund arnd the World Bank at which Prime Minister Seaga spoke
economic
of the importance of/structural adjustmentg and defining it in these

words: ",..We agree that there is need for zdjustment if fundamentali
imbziences in our economies are to be corrected...And here we should
perhaps remind ourselves that the term structursl adjustment embodies;
a range of policies designed to bring about the more efficient
performance of an economy by removing structural defects, by changing;
the direction of the economy, or by transforming tﬁe basis of its
operation, It might be any one or any combinétion of these. The
ultimate objective is the maximisation of production, and increased
foreign exchange earnings.," Mr. Seaga has, easrlier in the life of
his government, said that it would take three yeers for the nation

see the results of
to begin tofgpigxxthexfxuitsxef these policies. We are only approach-
ing the end of xkexersxaf the second year of the new direction so

besed on declared poldicy

eny serious assessment/is still fourteen months away. And yet,
with nearly two-thirds of the three-~year period up there are disturb-
ing and nagging worries, especially about maximisation of production
and increased foreign exchange esrningSe 4nd another very important

. ASSOCl(‘ O



has added toc these nagging worries with the flat declaration omt of

that conference that when negotiation time comes around early next {
year they wili not be prepared to hold strain, as they were Hee at 93
the last round of negotietions° If this is the posture of ‘%he J.T.A.{

will that of the Civil Service Association be any different? And willi
that of the other government and quesi—government workers be any ;
dlfferenf7 And in any new round of wage lnCIBabéﬂy where would. the
government get the money from? From new taxatlo?° -And how\w1ll the

government justify any demand for new tayes from ﬁhe popu:face9 Byw

pointing to the servicey it provides? What serv1ces° A 31q§/§ubl¢c ,'r

whose total failure N
tmansport system/wﬁxxkxhxsxhx&n to perform.hes only been seved %y
chaotic small men's free enterprlgéf N

a/free-for-all/minibus system which is itself now threatqned by - :L
&
rather heavy-handed efforts at government regulatioh wblch, in part®
designed earnings of
at least, appesrs/tmxwgn® to use the/mimkkmxzmz the unsubsidised

minibuses to support the sick JOS? One result, I understand, is that
_new

some of the better minibus operstors are dropping out of this/rat—r;
whose unpleasant undertones are getting worse. You do not ask for

providing

increased taxes for/this kind of service; or for the kind of water
services we are now getting. In open elective parliamentary democra;~
people measure the taxes they pay ageinst the services they receiveeo
Jemaicans from every walk of life, but especielly the poor, pay very
- direct or indirect -
high taxes/for very low services. Any structural adjustment progreumf
which Rmxmmx ignoref, or gloegﬁever, these internal problems,; sxe \Svﬁ
doomed %o fsilure, no matter how great the inflow of foreign borrowin
The 'trickle-down' theory of economic developfment may heve been

feasible in a bouyant world economic context. In an economically

gepressed world where there is little or nothing to trickle down

structural adjustment requires new social and economic pPerspectives
<

In hard times most of all\Peokle measure viability by the stendard

and quality of their own deily lives; not theor%ﬁ%not absggegégons:
0 h



Who Can Win A Nuclear War?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on NMonday
sugust 23, 1982, 6.10p.m.

Good evening; Last week the U.S, Pentagon - America's military
headquarters - sent new shock-waves reverberating through the world,
The word was that America can win a nuclesar war against the.Soviet
Union. And logic says that if one side feels that it can win a war
over its enemies, self-intérest dictates that it should get ready
to do just that, And it is this logie that is frightening the day-
light out of America's Western European allies who know that their
countries are likely to be - the battle area for at least the first
devastating blows in any such nuclear show-down. For instance, a
studj by the American Congressionel Office of Technology Assessment
suggests the following: 1if a small nuclear bomb 6f just one megaton,
equal to

/8 one million tons of TNTN, were to be epzoded at 6,000 feet over,
say, London or Paris, or Berlin ocr Bonn or Washington or New York
or Tpkyo or anyone of the world's major industrial cities, buildings
factdries, skyscrapers, cars, trucks buses, and everything within
23 miles of the explosion will be instantly vapourised by the great
and seafing heat, People will just disappear, melted by the fireball,
For nearly twenty square miles further out, that city would be levell-
ed to the ground and most of the people would be killed either instant
ly or so badly th;t they will die later.- And then there will be a
secbndary area of destruction some 33&Square‘miles away frbm the

point of explosion, in which the pdace and the people and the property

will be severely burned and damaged and alsmost every person will

need some kind of medical help, And all this will happen within the
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first one minute of the dropping of the bomb. And when you have this
sort of happening there is bound to be chaos among the survivor -
those trying to get medical help and those trying to get out of the
devastated area, Roads and hospitals will be overcrowded, much of the
town will be on fire, light and power and water Will.be disrupted,

and the familiar mushroom cloud will hang over the/iéig of dealils

and destruction. Civil order is almost certain to collapse with
people looting for food and medicine wherever they can get these,
Depending on the size of the city the deathtoll from that one single
"small" bomb could be anywhere from half a million to over = miliion°
Think of wiping out one half of Jemsica's population in less than an
hour and you will get some idea of the scale of death and destruction.
And both the Americans and the Russians have bigger nuclear bombs

that caniugoto fifty times that amount of damage in one go. So who
will win & nuclear war? He who strikes first? The fact is that no
matter who fires the first bomb, the other side alr@ady his its plans
in hand to make sure that its responding bombs will be on their way

to hit the enemy even as its own cities are consumed by the awful
flash of fire which destroys everything., I frankly do not see any side,
except death destuction and chaos winning this kind of war, And I

do not see how this kind of war can, as Mr. Alexander Haig suggested,
be limited to say theﬂf European theatre of war, Once started, this
kind of war is bound to be total, with bigger and bigger nuclear bombs
reducing the great cities and economié%wg}I?ﬁrggzvand America to
burnt-our rubble and ashes and dust, This is where the notion of the
Winnable‘nuclear.war leads, logically and inevitably. But let us say
the Americans argﬁzzing the notion as a propaganda pressure point,

hpping by it tc intimidate the Russians into beipgg 'more reiionable'
t

in the I_legotiationso If that is so, they are gamblinglygth e future
of mankind, For man&ind there is no winnable nuclear war. Goodnight



a) Some Ironic Twiste in World Polities:
1) The Reagan Tax Bill; 2) Mexico's Money Worries;
3) Israel' hllltary Vlctory & Political Setback,

NEWS COMMENTARY

ForrBroadcest on Friday

fugust 20, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The American Congress yesterday gave its apprbval to
President Reegan's new tax bill which would, over the next three
years, require American taxpayers to pey something of the order

of an additional one-hundred-thousand-million dollars. This is,
pos8ibly, the single largest tax bill ever levied on the Americean
people in any one yeer, certainly in any one year in peacetiﬁae°

And the irony of it is that it follows the single largest tax cut
ever given to the American people just about a year ago. So MNr.
Reagan ha$ the unique, though questionable distin¢taon, of first
giving the American taxpayers the biggest cuts g%%;have ever had,
and then licking them with the heaviest new tax burdens they‘have
ever had, He gave with one hand and was hailed for it; now he is
taking away with the other hand and again he i9® being hailed for 1+,
And America's ecOnomic woes continue unchanged, The one big politie

on
change following/lr. Reagan's powerful lobbylng for tne new taxes

—

a

i

O]

the disenchantment of the American cons ervative groups who had
so much to do with NMr., Reagan's winning of the White House, The
upcoming November elections should give us some idea of hgiﬁghis
disenchantmen%?QE} the Republican candidates , especially the
staunch Reagan backers, do badly, then Mr. Reagen might well become
that most lonely of all Americen politicad figures, a lame-duck

President serving out his term with minimal influence on American

affairg and on world affairs; which woudd not make matters any
easier either for the United States or the worid. If, on the other



2 n@dlh”“ @ﬂﬁf‘gﬁ{haﬂ
hend the Republicens do well in the Novembeﬁlélections, Mr, Reagam's
power to influence events would be even greeter than it now is. The
irony is that x£f all the time and thought and money that went into
campeigning, for fmx the 'greatest tax cut ever', then for the !
'greatest tax increase ever' were really wasted since the one largely
balancés out the other, It is not only in Jamaica that these coétly
wasteful games are played. But can even rich Americay afford them?
Ancother kind of ironic tavst is the spectacle of oil-rich Mexico in
acute financial trouble to the point where it has to turn to the
' caused by '
IMF., The problem here was/the sudden richgs that went to the head
and ceused Mexico's leaders to go on an almost reckless developmental
spehding spree, much as the Nigerians did a little esrlier, Nigeria
is now comtaining its problems by prudent cutbacks and planhing° It
may be a little more difficult for Mexico, what with America and its
lifestyles and its political interests =nd its ambitious business
tycoons just acrossg the border. We must hope that Mexican leadership
ig strong enough and lMexican nationalism is clear-eyed enough to be
aple to resist the most attractive takeover bids. Mexico is not, as
some wishfully suggest, bankrupt: her qssets'and resources far : }
eccnomie |
exceed her liabilities., But this crisis will test her will to/freedomf
eand independence to the utmost. The other ironic twist of the week |
is supplied by Isrsel's military defeat of the PLO in West Beirut,
which is now drawing to its close, To win a war without achieving youf
main objective amd then to lose the rewards of the peace is a parté-
cular irony. The PLC is defeated but not destroyed; Israel has mewer
been as low in world esteem as she now is because of the indiscrimin-
ate savagery of her attacks on West Beirut; the defeated PLO has
never enjoyed more respect; the stature of fasser Arafatji;fﬁeater

now than ever, This was not the kind of victory the Isrzelis)wanted,

M Sk ) V\p . e
This is tne(eﬁe they now have to live withe Goodnight. ‘



The World Economic Outlook &
The Foundation for National Survival

NEWS COEMENTARY
For broadcast on Momday
August 169 1982, Goloponi

i

Good evéniﬁg; News summasries out of Washington of the latest
World Bank report on the state of the world economy paint a very
gloomy picdure indeed, The world economy, it Says, is.in no
"better state than it wgs last year and the outlook for the future
'is, if anything, gldomierfthan it was last yeer, So the hoped-for
furn-about in the world economy is not likely to come about this
year, and the prospects do not look any better for the foreseeable
future. And since the economies of most Third World countries are
intimately linked with the world's Western economieés, Third World
‘economies , which are basically poor dependent economies, are
bound*to feel the strains and pressures most. The old saying about
us e¢atching pneumonisa every time our giant northern neighbour
sneeges 1s no joke in economic terms, For some countries, like
most of those in Africa southf of the Sahera, pneumonia could lead
to a form of economic slow degth unless they have ‘developed ways
and means of staying 2live and holding on until this disastrous
period pesses., For the most part the Western economically advanced |
countries will tend +to husbhknd sigiﬁggciiey have; they will tend |
to put up barriers of protection; they widl tend to import omnly

what is essential and at the lowest possible prices; the competdtibn
emong them will take on a fierce edge, especially if unemployment
grows, And already unemployment is somewhere in the region of

edeven million in the United Stetes, over three million in Great
Britain, and similarly high and rising in most fk Western Europe,
And ‘when countries face problems like these there is less of a

—
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willingness.té helb others in troubléo Chérity;-aftér’all, begins
at home, and'as the strains and pfessures increase on the developed
cpuntries,they will become more cohcerned with their own angry poor
and hungry and less concerned about the Third World's poor and hungr;
So there will, inevitably, be less and less aid and much more
important, less and less credit on much stiffer terms. The hope is
that this state of affairs will not last too long and that when the
world econdmy pick$§ up again, the worla can restart the process
of development and co-operation and assistance on which the Third
World has coﬁé to'depend so'much. In the meantime, though, things
coﬁld geﬁ very rough iﬁdeed; Our Zepee—=Sex investment hopes are not
being fﬁlfilled and look }eés and less likely to peo And we have not
succeeded in bdrrowing our troubles away; on the contrary our
troubles qré‘being compounded by the dept—trap, and everywhere we
turn we grasp makka, We aré not singular., This is the state of our
wofld in which we must hold on and survive until this crisis passes.,
And those of us in the Third World who will survive best of all are
tkose who are able to feed themselves fron their own resources: for
that is and that has always been the start of econokic survival in
times of trouble. If a people can feed itself from its‘own resources
then;that people can weather all kinds of storms and strains and
pressures° Theye was a time when Jemaicens and most other _Third
Wovld countries understood this and were much more economically

and self-sufficient
self-supporting/than they now are. It is not a mgtter of 'either- or
There is no real incompatibility between feeding yourself as a
people and developing industries-and export manufacturing, What is

and what has been wrong was the wholesale Third World abandoning of

self-gufficiengy in food prodycti n.f o
a8 EQR a o or tneLglﬁttprln dross of

cheap forelgn‘¥rpo€tdo Et suited the metropolltan exporters and wome—
[ﬂmcdf

.&

importers but( He people are g01ng to pay = heavy Price for i4°



l) The hlnlbuses lhelr Role & Future

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Fridsy
August 13, 1982, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The cheos and confusion on the streets of Kingston
~and St., Andrew during the first three days of this week have
dramatised, as nothing else could have, how greatly the travelling
public of the Corporate Area has come to depend on the minibuses,
- be they legal or otherwise. Without the minibuses there was a
transport void with which the guttedskeleton of the J.0.5. just
could not cope. Like it or not, the people in the Corporate Area
who depend on public transport, and they are the overwhelming
majority, just cannot get about nowadays without the minibuses, The E
minibuses have effectlveiy taken over the bulk of the city's public :
transport. It is the J.0.S. which is now the sort of standby service,
And yet, the J.,0.5. is the official government-owned public trans-—
port system which has the franchise rights., And I am told that each
minibus which has been éiven some part of that J.0.S, franchise is
‘required to pay the J.O.é. $500 évery six months for the privilege
of doing‘the jéb‘which the J,0.3, itself is so signally failing to
do, So the minibuses not only do the work the J.0.5. is Supposed

a kind of rent
to do, they also have to pay /for providing that service to the
travelling pubiic: this is on top of the Jlicensing and insurance
premiums the minibus operators have ﬁo payo“If this is in fact
how it ié,vthen I, for one, do not think the minibus operators are
getting & fair d@al in this whole business of btre(nllnlnéﬁgubllc
transport oerv1ce which is now under way., Please don t get me wrong
There has to be strean11n¢ng and there hss %o be reggl °ﬂEL§o tha ti

is not a point of objection or complaint. But is it being xzaxiy
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done in a fair and equitable mann°r° Nany mlnlbub onerptors thlnk

A

not. »For 1n$tance, lf some big outs“de forelgn 1nvestor,;d? for thgi

- matter some blg lccal 1gvestor, were tp be 1nv1%ed and were to sesex

accept the 1nV1tat10n, t@ run tlb 01ty S, publle trangport, such an
1nvestor wOuia expect and in all probablllty would be given all
kinds of conce831ons there would be tax qngceQSIQns; ‘there would
be help with the finding of foreign éxchaﬂge and lines of credit;
bottlenecks would be cleared so that new vehic¢les and parts are
brought in quickly and smoothly. This is the traditional way of
attracéZhgi??gﬁinvestmentg especially big‘foreign investment, My
information is that our local minibus operators have not had any
assistance of this kind at all. Why? Because they are small or
petty capitalists? Do we cater to the needs of only big'capitalists,
even on s vital a matter as public transporéi I think the governmenf
knows that if it had to rebuild the J.0.S. or to put in place anothef
system based on minibuses only, it would have to find millions and |
millions of dollars to do so. The minibus opera+fors are doing this {
for us without a penny of investment from the public pﬁrse° I would ;
have thought that rsther then making them pay for providing this
serﬁic:;would instead offer them incentives at the same time thet

we insist on regulating and streamlining their operations, After

all they are in this, like any g&ood capitalist, big or petty, to

meke ai}iving and a profit. Unlike the J.0.S. and other state-owned %

government
enterprises they have no Big Daddy/to turm to when *their vehicles

need repairing or replacement: so turning a reasonable profit is

S s Bis. R0

a matter of survival for them. I think the minibus operators have

showri us & way in which our public trensport problems can»be solveds!

petty c=pitaelists and, while we regudate them, help them with the
tools,to do the job. If we fazil we may never ,have another such chanz’

L‘_}m, W A ' L\'&sM \-\ubw- Goodnight,

o~ ]
that is to divest public transport imto the hands of ourjsmall or i






End of the.Jamintel Strike:
A Critical Review

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcest on Monday
August 9, 1982, 6,10p.m

. settling :
Good evening: The/Em& of the Jamintel strike was undoubtedly the

most welcome as well as the most important weekend news for us here
in Jemaica, BBRGZ if we argﬁhave any hope of the kind of industrial
peace and stability without which increased productivity is an
impossible dream, then we need. ask why this strike took place in
the first instance. And why did it have to go on for 36 days? And
why could Mr., Hugh Shearer step in and settle it 1in a matter of
three hours? There was one figure given which suggested that the

strike cost the country somewhere in the region of §l-million a day,

Even if that figure were cut in half, the cowt of the strike would

still be heavy., So why did it drag on until the Sheerer interventi®n?
be
Surely, something which could/kaxzxkssm settled so quickly 30 days

later could have been settled Jjust as quickly in the first or second

week of the strike, or even before there was a strike. So why the
as I understand them,
strike? The facts/sxmxthzssx are these. The starting point of the

(VB
workers and their union in the negotiating process wasL@emand of a?%ge

increase of 20% in the first year and 20% in the second year, The

starting point of the company was an offer of 15% in the first year

and 15% in the second year. We know that traditionally, in the i
negotiating process, the tug-~of-war is for.the employer side to try 1
and ease down the demands of the worker side, and for the worker's %
side to try and ease up the offer of the employers. And usmally, all E

things being equal, they end up somewhere in the middle with each

side making some concessior® In the Jamintel context Government |
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policy specifically allows wage negotiations to be settled on the
basis of.ability to pay. Jemintel, after all, is not a government
department Wthh is supporteg?£30£h9 Budget and it is making 2 decent
profit, so there was no question about its ability to pay. If the
negotiations between the company and the workers' union were allowed
to run their course it is fair to assume that there would ha¥Ye been
a settledent somewhere midway between the company's offer and the
union's demand, But at this point the Minister stepped in‘and changed
the company's offer of 15% and 15% to 15% and 13% on the goounds of
ability to pay. And of course the whole thing broke down, It seems to
me that the very first lesson to be learnt is the danger of Ministess
stepping in midway through a negotiation ¥o alter the bargaining

the government'
terms of even/x%s own servants, You either lay down your conditions

before ;Qﬁ_51g§§_g£,agi_gggg;1gﬁlgn) till there is a akdow
in advance/or else you hold your peace Tevise the offer of your
own servaﬁ%s in midstream is to under;;ne their swm authority as well
as to court the kind of trouble we saw in the Jamintel case with its
charges of "bad faith' and hostility to labour. Good faith and
consistency is not a one-way street and is not conditional on how '
much power or 'muscle' either side may have, I think those who see }
only the faults and shortcomings on the workers Qde of/igg equation |
had better face this one too, otherwise the indugtrial peace and
co-operation they say they want will keep on eluding us., Calls for

and sacrifice

patriotism/by the workers ring hollow when they eome from those who
only seek to benefit from such one-sided sacrifice, add who have
themselves been branded as 'greedy and grasping' rip-off arfists of
the Jamaican economy and the JamaicaBQeffort at recovery., Our burdens1
as Mr. Shearer said, must be sharedLby all, not only by the working

classes, And forgeing industrial peace and co-operation, éﬁxiniéigical

element in that shari
$ nge You won't get that by (g
and their unions, Goodnight, ¢ ¥ Rorks e T




1) Seeing Our Problems in Context
2) Developments on the African Scene
3) The U.S. & the Middle East

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
August 6, 1982, 6,10p.m
Good evening: Our first week into Jemaica's twenty-first ammx year
of political independence has not been a time of joy for very many
and very important segments of the Jamaican society, Our business

Qur farming community is not happy.
community is not happy./There is an air of embattlement about our
trade union movement. The general citizenry is fed-up and RXIZXIRURZ
disgruntled over high prices and low guality service in almost every
area of life, Water and public transport are endless worries for
most Jemaicans, Only Reggae Sunsplash, over in Montego Bay, offers
a few days of joy, as well as the earning of much needed foreign
exchange, But let us not repeat the destructive negativism of the
1970s by making it seem that we sre siggihzar, that it is only in
Jamaica that things are not going as we want, only in Jemeica that
there is no joy. We are paert of a whole world in worries, and mos?t
of the other worries are much worse than our own, While we celebrated
~our twentieth anniversary of indepeddmnce the people of Kenya were
caught up 1in a violent coup attempt to overthrow the Kenyan Govern—
ment. Lefore thet attempt was contained over one hundred people
reportedl§ died and there was much damage and looting, especially of
property of the minority Asian community. Some 3,000 people, includin
agmost the entire,Kenyan airforce,pexsarnexandas number of university
students, have been arrested and the university has been closed down,
If Kenya's President Moi and his Cabinet really regard this attempt
as no more than "a serious form of hooliganism by misguided yolth"
then this could be only $he first of many attempts, one of which,

sooner or later, will succeed. When discontent runs deep enough d‘
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suppressed then,
and when all forms of expressing it are/putxdswmxkyxfargmxiRery

sooner or later, attempts will be made to achieve change by violence,
So I hope Kenya's leaders will look beyond ‘hooligesnism' and/i;;iSﬁ

with some of the very acute political and social and economic problemi
which beset that besutiful country. There is poverty and une@ployment

ﬁfgseph

There is suppression of free speech (their finest poe%f
Keriuki, has been harassed snd imprisoned for writing and speaking
the truth) and there is an extraordinary elitism which more than
matches the earlier rescism of the white settler deys. These are some

of the causes behind that attempted coup which happened on the eve

of our Independece Day, And Kenya, lest we forget, is America's %
is ,
closest ally in that part of the world and/the biggest receiver of '
friendshipond
U.S. essistance there. So U.S./aidlitself does not guarantee stabili
7

Teanzania, much poorer and starved for aid, is also more stable., We
cen look on these things and count our blessings. And we can also be
relieved that with all our troubles we are not in the desperate
political situation now faced by the government of Zimbabwe where the
economy and the tourist trade are being undermined by enemies both
within and without in an attempt to force the government either to
change direction or to lose power., There was a time, in our politica
innocence, when we thought this sort of thing did not happen in real
w e
life. We have learned better since and we know thel?ase of being out
that kind s A '
of the direct heat of/hattxs of battlﬂz And the right to choose and

to change and to change again,.still resides in the hands of the

Jameican people - which is what makes us so much more fortunate than |

most, despite all our worries, Our big problem, into our twenty-firsé

year, is the impulse among so many of us stilﬂFo believe that some ;
big somebody from overseas will solve our problems for us., Well, it !

don't go so. Look at Lebanon, lg ?f E% %&Jvador, look at Kenya,
%Oik an%where and only those wh € 1Selves,survive and are
elpe y God., Goodnight, W T, Yo PN



Independence, 1982: g
a Look Back at 1962 i

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
July 30, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: This evening marks the start of the long Independehc
weekend in celebration of the 20th anniversary of the aitment of
Jamaican political independence from Great Britain: and twenty years
is a neat and tidy time package against which to measure movement
and change; it pro¥ides a longer and, perhaps, truer perspective
is possible with
against which to measure such movement and change than/@zms the
year-by-year observations -of Independence., So what was it like
twenty years ago? How does i1t compare with todey? You can, if you
like shocks and surprises, start with sﬁch simple statistics as
male workers
that wEEkiyx wages for unskilled/Xakamxmrx varied between z little
over &2 a week to a little over &£3 a week. In today's money that
would be between $6 a week and $§9 a week, For women it was even
less: 30/- to 40/- which was between $4 and $6 a week by today's
money., But, and it is a very important but, you éould buy a great
deal more with your money then than you can today., The cheaper meat
cuts, for instence, could be had for 94 to 1/64 a pound, which would
be between 10c and 15¢ in today's money,.and the better cuts would
sell for Bhe equivalent of between 25c¢ and 50c¢c a pound, Sp the cierj
/%§pist earning between &7 and £9 a week, or the other artisans earn-
ing between £3 a2nd &£7 a week could buy more for fheir money than ca
the workers today earning between $50 and $100 and $200 a week. But
this s not only a Jamaican phenomenon: this debasemeht of the value

of money with its consequent inflation of prices which reduces the

level and quality of living, especially for the lower paid workers,

is worldwide, hitting the workers of the developed countr

~ B
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es those of the Third Worla. The great difference is that most
developed countries have social security cushions to ease the blow a
little for the hardest hit of their poor; we of the Third World have
as yet developed no such cushioning. So our poor are indeed the Wretch-
ed of the Earth of whom Franz Fénon wrote, For them the past twenty
years have brought little economic improvement, Buf it is not all
gloom., Twenty years ago you did not hear the poor complaining and
protesting and asserting themselves as tbday° There was no black pride
no self-assertion of the young, no black faces in fronﬁypf ces, and
' td ada b up ow Dords =)

banks, let alone in Boardrooms;[there were no call-in radio progremmes
where people could speak end, at times, over-speak their minds and

s0 abuse this wonderful new access to fheir fellow men by way of a
more open media., And twenty years ago the trade unions spent as much
time undercutting each other as they did gaining benefits for their
members, So one of the grest and glorious changes in Jamaica between
1962 and 1982 is the new cooperation and spirit of unity within the
trade union movement, But for that, the enemies of trade unionisn
would have gained a deal more ground than they have by now, for the
union movement is embattled today and only its unity can prevent its
emasculation and

/dismemberment., The political movement has not fared as well these
past twenty years, In 1962 Alexander Bustamnte and Norman Manley still
dominated the political scene and imposed on the political parties
their ownysense of the limits beyond which the democratic process
should not be pushed without risk to its survival. So the rivalry and

the tribalism were kept within bounds and there was no use of the

political gun or the incendiary torch as an adjuct of partisan

activity., They are gone now and thejhundreds who died in the g1.3+”'”

and ugllest e ' -‘ O] ;_'_- SmMDad o B=Ye :_, ,3_ BueVie: &



l) Lebanon New PLO Inltlat;ve

NEWE COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday.
duly 26, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: Yesterday, Mr., Yasser Arafat, the Chairmen of the
embattled Palestine Liberation Crganisation me$ in West Beirut with
a group of American Congressmen anﬁ set off - politigal time-bomd
whose shocks and consequences are still to be heard and felt. Mr,
Arafat's shocker was a simple signed statement saying that he accepte:
all the United Nations resolutions relevant to the Palestine
question., Now, the United Nations, at the level of the Security
Council as well as &% in the General Assembly, has passed a pumber

of resolutions on the Palestine question over the years, These
resolutions have, at various times, affirmed and reaffirmed the

right of Isrzel to exist within secure and recognised borders, as
well as the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination
within a state of their own, Becmuse resolution 242 and 338 dealt
specifically with the question of Israel's right to exist succeeding
United States governments have said that they would not recognise
NMr, Arafatis PLO or have eny direct dealings with it, until it
accepted these resolutions, The Isrselis, for their pert, have poinfg
to the stated PLO cbjective of the destruction of the Jewish state,
and the PLO refusal to recognise the existence of that state, as

Ju stification for all their various actloﬁ5 provoked or unprovoked,
against the PLO over the years. And now, yesterday's simple state-
ment by Arafat of PLO acceptance of all U,N. resolutions has thrown
both U.S. and Israeli policies into a2 kind of confused disarray,

Predictably, the Isrselis have hotly denounced Arafat's statement

as shameless propagandas The White House, for its part, had advised
’ se
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'extreme caution' in assessing the meening of this development, and
said that it could not confirm that Mr. Arafat had signed the document
despite the fact that a number of U.S. Congressmen witnessed it. I
rather suspect that without those American Congressional witnesses
much graver doubt would have been cast on the authenticity of the
Arafat statement, Aé it is, statements by lesser PLO spokesmen in
other parts of tﬁe world are being used to question'and}gaise doubts
as to what Arafét meant; Clearly} §§¥%g¥r the United,States nor the
Israelis were prepared for or expected anything like this shocker;

And mgke no mistake about it, it is a_political shocker, It chénges
thw whole complegion of Middle Eastern politikes by at once wiping out
the moral and polditicel justification on ﬁhiph both Israeli and
American policies to the Palestinians were based,Twist and turn any
way you like: to recognise and accept all the U.N. resolutions is to
accept Israel's right to live within secure and recognised borders
But it also impligs U.,S. and Israeli acceptance of all tﬁose self-
saﬁe resodutions and this, in turn, means acceptance by the U.S. and
by Israel of the right of the Palestinian people to selfédeterminatior
and a2 state of their own; and that is where the rub iSO.Self-deter—
mination means people deciding for themselves the form of government
they want and the people and pérties they wént to lead tpemo it is
not self-determination when some outside power decides what parties
or .persons can or cannot run for office and what form of go?ernment
is acceptable, The Isrgelis are afraid of ngalestinian state undeﬁa

\ sl J\{& ¢ . X S iy pe S,

PLO governmenﬁol?he talk 2bout terrorism they now use against the PRO

is the self-same talk thet was used against them_wk’htﬁgsy struggled

for their state., And the U,S. is trapped in its'%%n terms for dealing
with the PLO, How Israel and how the U.,S, respond to Arafat's dramatic
new iniat@ve, after the screaming and shouting, will be a pointer to |

the longterm future in the Middle East and to the question of war
or peace, security or continued conflict between Jew and Arab, Goodiglv



1) Line-of-=Credit Interest Rates
2) Divestment Policy Problems
3) Politics, Production, Progress

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

July 23, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: DMr., Aaron Mastalon of the ICD Group of Companies

has a most revealing letter on page two of today's Daily News setting
out the details of what it costs a Jamaican company to take up one

of the many Lines-~of-Credit now said to be availbale to Jemaicen
manufacturers, From the specific case mentiomed by Mr, Matalon it
comes out thati the average Jamaican businessmen will end up paying
between 40% and'59% interest per annum on his Line-of-Credit. And
if any local manufacturer has to pay between 40% and 59% interest

on the cost of the raw materials he imports, what hope in hell has

he of being able to compete with low-cost foreign producers from
metropolitan countries? I' think we need to try to understand this
one if we-are to make any sort of sense of some of thre angry bawling
from our local menufacturers and merchants, They do seem to be
operating under handicaps which effectively demand that they compete
with one arm tied behind their backs. In the jungle of the free markef
system this is a sure prescription for disaster, and it explains, in
part at least, the phenomenon of the 33 or is it 38 'non-operating!
fgctories over which there is presently a runming argument between
the Ministey of Industry and Commerce and the President of the:
Jameaica Menufacturers Association, What is for sure is that these
staggering interest rates of Lines-of-Credit sre massive roadblocks

in the path of the local private sector, which this government has

designated the principal engine of progress, If the government ‘does

not tackle these roadblockS , then no amount of lecturing will get
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production going, or stop the illicit importing of finished goods,
or stop the heavy and flourishing trading in black market U.S. dollag
Survival and profitability are the names of the game under the free
market system, and it is cheaper and more profiitable to buy black
market/ggiiars even at the raste of three-for-one than it is to
péy between 40% and 59% per annum in interest on a Line-of-Credit.
This is a hard one that is not going to be just telked away with
invocatioﬁs to decency and patriotism and commitmént, 21l virtues
which were seoffed at énd made dubious in another day and another
time° So how do we deal with fhié?l And how do we deal with last
Sunday's statement by the Leader of the Oppbsition at the PNP
Women's conference thét,ana now I quote: "Théy cen divest all they
want, When the PNP comes to power, we will take it back."? On page
tén of today's Dail& Neww there is a signed report that}the kix
much.discﬁssed Southefn Processors plent in Buli Sévaﬁnah is to
be re-opened within two weeks, but uﬁaef private ownership. If this
réport is correct then the governmenf must have completed its
divéstmento But is the government réally selling & public venture
worth some $7-million for'a paltry $l,5-million? And, as the signed
report asks: who is the lucky pérson to'get such 2 gift? And what
happens‘to‘that lucky person>when‘the PNP returns to power? What
divested : "
happens with 21l the other/propertles and ventures? It is obviously
not in Jamaica s}izzg-term interest for one party to put important
segments of the economy under public ownership, and for the other
parfy to undo this when they gain poWer° It is ecohomically debilit-

ating and destructive and is bound to end up mashing up parliamentary

democracy itself unless the parties can agree on some sort of

national compact on what is to be publicly-owned and how., In this

way partisan politics could be made .less of an obstacle to steady,
long-term progress and productivity than is now the case., Goodnighte



1) Lebanon: Will Kissinger Ride Again?
2) Westerb Fall Out over Soviet Gas Pipeline
3) "CBI Day" in Washington

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broasecast on Monday

July 19, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Three topic$ dominate the news right now, and may indee}
do so for the rest of this week: first, there are the latest twists
and turns coming out of the continuing Lebonese crisis and the
Israeli seige of West Beirut; then there is today's meeting in
Brussels of the Foreign Ministers of the European Community to discusi
and, perhaps, decide on retaliatory action against the United States
for its ban on the sale of all American and American-financed and
controlled equipeety to the Soviet Union for its projected 3,500-
mile gas pipeline from Siberia to Western Europe; and then, on
Wednesday, there is the planned all-day lobb& in Washington by
Jamaican and other West Indian delegations for the passage by the
American Congress of Mr. Reagen's Caribbean Basin Initiatives This
lobbying effort will be coordinated -and managed by the United States
Business Committee on Jamaica in conjumption with Caribbean/Central
American Actiond And the aim is to persuade members of the U.,S,
Congress to giwve approval toc the Reagan Initiative with as few changes
as possible, Lgteéfreports indicate that the Initiative will gain
Congressionalapproval; but there may be some sticking points over
issues seen by different American inteﬁ%t groups as affecting either
their own trading interests or the jobs of American workers. And it
is on these that the lobby hopes‘fassure the Americam Congressmen-
and women., As a kind of backup to this the leaders of our major trade

unions will have their own lobbying delegation in Washington on Friday

to try and win over the American labour leaders of the AFI~CIO whose



2
U.Se
members are under very great pressure right now:/unemployment is
higher than it has been since the Great Depression; social security
benefits have been severely restricted and American labour is in no
mood to accommodate the Reagan Administration on anything., Our
union leaders are likely to hear much stronger language against the
from America's labour leaders
Reagan Administration/than the words of Mr, Belafonte, which touched
S0 kany raw exposed nerves here., How they handle this couad be
important; but things are not going to be easy. Agg;latest ziggs and
zaggs on the Middle East is evidence that things are not any easier
there, The mere talk - current over this weekend - of bring Ir., Henry
Kissinger back to tzke over the negotiztions in Lebanon is evidence
of some desperation. The Reagan people, and their powerful rightwing
power base, have little time for Kissinger and having toc turn to him
is an act of desperation, So, whether &issinger rides again or not,
the Middle East equation continues to undergo change. The Israelis
would, I think, like to see Kissinger back because they know where
they ere with him and they are reasonably sure of what ends he would
serve, Buf if Kissinger rgturns then the newly installed Foreign
Secretary George Schulz/ﬁéigg end up emasculated even before he has
properly started the job. So even this could contribute further to a
foreign policy already in disarray. And nowhere is that disarray
more starkly evident than in the fect that America's Europeen allies
are thinking and talking of economic relatiation., The Soviet gas
pipeline would, when complaéddd in 1984, supply Western Europe with
less than 10% of its total energy needs so the American fear of
Europe becoming dependent on the Soviets is a bit unreal; it will ea%

dependence on Arab oil, though; and the contracts entered into will

create thousands of jobs and spur new production in Western Europe.

All this the Reagan ban would obstruct. And the Euro
bitterly that Reagan's Americay doesﬁgo e ;;gee
2,

P
%ﬁe Sov1ets
than anyone else throughf its grain

oodnlgﬁt



Crisis Management & the
Polities of Corngensus

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Fridsy
July 16, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The question is: Can the Jamaica Public Service
Company maintain its pressnt level of electricity supply to the
Jamaican community, unsatisfactory as it may be, without its present
management team? Or can we replace that management team quickly
further
and without severe/dislocation to the service? If the answer is:
Yes, we can, then we can safely ignore the distress of the Jamaica
Public Service Company Managers Assocliation over what they describe
as sweeping statements by the Minister of Public Utilities "which
have had the effect of causing great disquietude and a lowering of
morale among managers in J.P.S.". If, on the other hand, we do need
the services of these people, and if we cannot replace them quickly
caysing
end quietly and without dislocation to the service and/further
distress and discomfort to the consuming public, then the sooner we
stop casting stones at them the better. You do not , in this day and
age, get the best performance out of people with dark warnings of
shake-ups and dismissals. Similarly, empty calls for divestment of
al ’$€LLMV \_, M 'th.,‘_ \A\“‘*M )
the Public Service Compeny are more likely to undermine rather than
build up worker morale, mxparxaxyx And since there are no tskers in
sight, what is the point of such calls! Where are the group or groups
with the kind of money and expertise needed to take over such a
major undertaking? In the first six months of this year no less than

twenty-one American banks reportedly-colla%@ed; There is no easy

risk money to be had for such difficult undertakings unless high

returns - at least higher than present risk-free interest rates -

can be gssured and gamranteed and underwritten. And what guarantee
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does the Jamaican consumer have that a divested JPS would provide
a better service at an almost certain higher cost? If the intention
is to frighten JPS workers into better performance then I suggest,
respectfully, that fear, uncertainty and low morale are just about
the worst possible incentives to improved performance, The days when
people were driven by fear are long gone, and may they never come
back, We need, I think, to foster other attitudes and offer other
incentives to achieve better productivity and better performance at
the workplace, and I hope the government Task Force on Work Attdudes
will take @& cold and searching look at some of the now almost built—
in disincentives to waxk truly heslthy work attitudes. One of these,
perhaps one of the worsﬁ} is political interfeerpee where the getting
or not gettinﬁwogia jg%ais related to party affiliation and‘services
already rendered, so that the receiver of the job sees the jobLas
payment for something already done, and so there is no need to per-
form more than minimally. To be sure this is only so for committed
party activists who are an admitted minority; but the rest of the
work force can see this and seeing it they do not see why they should
do any better. Then there is the glected politician who fancies
himself as his own chief executive officer and who mistakes his up-
setting of things and people for strong and foreeful leadership,
Shaking up things can be veyy negative and counter-productive, as we
have seen again and again, The crippled JBC is one enduring monument
to the political cult of the shake-up. The truth is that politicians
not recognising the limits of their power, andl?perating within those
limits, is one of the greatest obstacles to our coming truly to grips

with our present crisis. They cannot do the job alone; and they cannd®
curse and bully and threaten and frighten the workforce and the rest

of the sogiety into co-operating. You do not command co-operation;
you egrn it; and that requires thoughtful and sensitive leadership.
That is our most pressing challen e right gow, Goounight,



The Seige of Beirut: Is there a
U.Se.=Israeli Fell Out?

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcest on Monday
July 12, 1982, 6,10p.m

oiecanti all
,or some of us, W .
Good evening: While we/have been preoccupled with !the stormy ===l

T scaldl@g-cat reaction to that speech by E£° Harry Belafonte,
and others having been working themselves up over the stripping and
examining of containers in search of illegal imports, an interest-
ing and potentis]lly important g @eog?iiflcal tw1sf appears to have
developed over the seige of Betmrz According to this morning's
American National Public Radio programme 'Morning Edition', there
is speculation that Prestdent Reagan has sent a warning to Israeli
Prime Minister Begin for Israel to stop obstructing or frustrating
U.S, policyL?n‘the Middaée East; if he, Begin, does not heed the
warning the U.S. may enter into direct negotiations with the Palestine
Liveration Organisetion, which would in effect amount to U.S.
recognition of the PLO,LWhich would in turn change the whole politiwal
climate in #%he Middle East, Predictably, when journalists with the
American President on his trip from his California home back to
Washington, +tried to eonfirm these reports, they got nowhere, Nei ther
the President mnbx any of his spokesmen were prepared to commenf°
But there is one interesting pointer and it cam be put as a question:
WVhy is West Beirut still beseiged? Why have the Israelis not over-
run Wewt Beidrut and so complete fheir self-appointed job of liquid-
ating the PLO? Considering the speed of their blitz-like invasion
death and

and over-running of Southern Lebanon, and the/devastation they left

in their wakey, why have they stopped short on the edge of West

Peirut with total victory within their grasp? It is when we look for
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answers to this question that this morning's report out of Washington
,however speculative,takes on grave importance. The record showw that
the Israeli Government under Mrl Begin has not yielded tc public
opinion or public pressure; it has ignored U.N, condemnation of its
action, and it has even ignored U.N. Security Council calls. So it
is reasonable to assume that it was not the appeal by the Pope or
the strong worldwide criticism which stayed the final assault on the
PLO stronghold in West Beirut., To be sure, there wge the risk of
teking very heavy Israeli cesualties in any street-by-street hand-to-
hand fighting; but that could be largely neutralised by heavy
precision bombing from the air to 'séoffémmup'! the target first. So
that was no real obstacle., The only real obstacle had to be a threat
that was so clear and so compelling and so deeply disturbing in its
likely consequences, they they had no alternative but to stop and
examine it and %1§;ignsequences very seriously. Well, for over a week
the Israelis have not pulverised or over-run West Beirut; the Israeli
Cabinet has met and met agdin and each time it has extended the dead-
line for the evacuation of the PLO, Was Nr, Haig's resignation a
factor? It is now generelly assumed that his nod was the go-head for
Israeli invasion and this may have been a key factor in his going.
If this is correct and the Reagan people are now not prepared to
continue to underwrite Isrsell action with a political blank cheque,
then what happens next? The Americans clearly have to try and recove
;gmground among the so-called moderate Arab leaders in the region;
continue to ‘
if they don't Soviet influence will/grow and with it Arab radicalisn
A settlement with the Palestinisns therefore becomes &s important to
American interests as is the friemdship with Israel. And for the

first time im its short history Isrezel may Ve Ffaced with the grim

prospect of either listening to its one true friend and prodgector in
the world or of going it slone in = hostile world, Goodnight,



1) The Belafonte 'Storm-in-a-Teacu ' o Why?
2) Unemployment and Numbers -T § w“L ,
A bR

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on. Friday
July 9, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The extraordinary and rather‘waSpish uproar provoked
by Mr. Hérry Belafonte's speech at this year's Norman Menley Found-
ation Awards ceremony, and the announcement of the government's
$30-million budget for this year's rural road improvement programme,
deserve a little closer examination then they seem to have been
given up to now, In the case of the reaction to the Belafonte speech
I think the comment: "The screams are the same, only the faces are
different," sums it up best, This is not the first time that a govt.
/Oﬁamaica has been described as the 'pawn' of this or that power or
government or grouping. The government before this one was denouncec
variously as the 'pawn' of Cuba, of the Soviet Union, of internation-
al communism; indeed, some of the people who now form the governmeni
of Jamaica were party to some of these charges and accussations,
comparative
which were not always made with the/good zgxaze& manners displayed by
Mr. Belafonte this week. So why all the fuss? He sa2id nothing that
had not been said before. And he certainly was not the first to make

. report mEw
that kind of suggestion. I remember the first time I heads# the/waxR

_ newly-elected
out of Washington when our/Prime Minister was described as "Our man

, in many of us
in the Ceribbean", It started a slow quiet burn/but no public

And
uproar./People were relieved when Jeamaica's Prime Minister declared
flatly that he was nobody's man, But that was a suggestion, from
the very corridors of American power, of the pawn, Is it all right

JA highly-placed Americans in Washington make the suggestion in an

approving ménner; but all wrong when Mr., Belafonte makes it in a



disapproving manner? So precisely why are some of us so very angry
with Mr., Belafonte, even to the point of being nasty and waspish
about his personai charecter and his career? I don't think there is
anything wrong with attacking a man's ideas when you disapprove of
them: that is the common intellectual currency in democracies. Being
personal and vituperative is not. And I was glad that Prime Minister
Seaga refused to be drawn into this rather ugly storm#in-a-teacup
which showed up &2 more ugly things about some of us and some of
our attitudes than about Mr. Belffomse. True freedom of expression,
true freedom of.speech is mot, and is not to be,freserved only for
what you and I approve of and with us reserving the right to say when
and where itigé%_be exercised and how, That is ~Slrevegimming ol
ihtolerance andLsu pression., Now, the more economically important
matter of some 70,000 folk mainly in rural Jamaica, being able to

gét jobs during what remains of this year under the government's
rural road improvement programme., If the programme goes as outlined
thien it should be more than the usual make-work politiéal hend=-out
business. The intention is to permenently upgrade the quality of our
rural and especially agricultural roadways if that is fulfilled all
Jamaica should see lasting benefit,s If it is not, then the same wqu
will have to be done again next year and the year after and the year
after, as 1t has been in the past, and which is a massive waste of
the limited resources of this nation. One of the worrying things is
that $30-million to pay some 70,000 workers works out at!an average
of $428,57 per worker per year, or $8.24 per week, You"can, of
course, juggle the numbers and the work around, so that a worker gets
a iarger lump sum for a short concentrated work period; but that will

not change the general average, which is very small indded, If that

:um is for the remaining six months of this year only it improves
hings a little: but th i '
g e problem of good work for poor pay St&%%d&??ﬁi



L) Showdown Week for Beirut
2) Nid-East Geopolitical NMoves
3) One-Party Democracy - lMexican Style

NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broadcast on Monday

July 5, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The Israeli seige of the Lebanese capital, Beirut,and
the sealing off of the Palestine ILiberation Organisation stronghold
in West Beirut, represents the kind of charged wituation which is
either quickly defused or else explodes in uncontrollable violence:
so the Palestinian forces will either move out of Beirut and Lebanon
this week or there will be a terrible new bloodletting that will be
worse than all the death and destruction caused by the Israeli
invasion of the Lébarion this far., And do far, lest we forget, it is
estimated that some 10,000 civilieans have already been killed., Not
unexpectedly, the Israelis dispute this figure, but their own claim
that only 362 civilians have been killed takes us back to the 'number:
geme' of the 'body cougt' of the Vietnam era when everybody lied
shamelessly with numbers to serve propaganda ends, In this instance
I think we must put more reliance on reports from sources such as

and
the Red Cross, the British Guardian, Times,/Statesman newspapers

than on officiel Israeli statements, Cluster bombs dropped in

desmely populated areas kill end destroy messively and indiscriminate.
ly: they make no differenceymilitary and civilian targetw; to pretend
otherwise is dishonest. Andkto raise the matter of the Israelis havin;

no other option but to invade is the kind of special pleading which

ends up on the dark side of morality: Hitler had no option but to

aytempt to exterimnate the Jews; Stalin had no option bug to liquid-

the kuleks; Ian Smith had no option but to cross the borders into
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black neighbouring states; the South African.racists have no option
try to destroy the ANC and

but to/impose their brutal degrading Apartheid. The truth of the
matter is there are always options: Isreel's own David Ben Gurion
offered an option which would have made possible the harmonious
living togefher in peace of Palestinian and Jew - but it was zm a
ZpRRaXEREXY more difficult and risky option, in the short run at
least, than the use of force. The 'no option' ergument is a thing of
political and moral bankruptecy. One small ray of hope in the general
darkness of this situation is that scores of thousands of Idraelis
inside Israel over this weekend demonstrated against their own
country's invasion 6f the Lebanon. ©Some Palestinians will note this,
cold comfort that it is, and through it, see perhaps a hint of the
common humanity behind the hopror mnd the savagery. In tie meantime,
from Moscow to Washington to Bonn to Ryad to Cairo this week will

see furious diplomatic activity to try and avoid bigter and bloody
fighting between Jews and Ar@bs in the streets of Beirut - alwgys,

of course, provided it suits the geopolitical interests of the party
concerned; each pabPbty is out to further its own political interests.
It is no aécident, for instance, that the Arab states which talk so
loudly have not come to the ﬁilitary 2id of the PLO. Many of them are
as afraid of a strong PLO as is Israel and as hostile as the U.S., to
it, And the Russians are not about to pull chestnuts out of the fire
for rightwing conservative Arab regimes; but they are interested in
increasing their influence in the region and they caﬁ do so without
too much cost or effort as long as American foreign policy is in its
present state of confusion in which they even have to protest loudly,
in the face of Arab scepticism, .

/ that they did not give the Israelis the go-head to invade Lebanon.

And finally and briefly, Mexico yesterday reurned vhe same political
party to power for the f§fty-fourth year when it again chose as
Presldent the candidate of the Institutional Revolutignary Party.
Talk about a yorking and cohegive one-party qisocracy; Goodnigh¥o
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1) The Need. for NMorelity & Consistency
2) Protection Against Unemployment

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
July 2, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: We must 21l hope that the government's efforts to
put a stop to, or, 2t the very least, grestly reduce the fliow of
illicit imports will be successful and guickly so., For if that
flow of illegal imports is not stepmed quickldy all hopes of turning
the economy 2bout meay come to nothing. The trouble is that some
terrible demage has elready been done, and so we 2gain find ourselve!
in the unhappy position of reacting and responding to a crisis |
situation after the demage has been done, rather than having made
forward plans to avoid it, Indeed, I ai. not sure that the govern-
ment itself is not mainly to blame for this situation. All the
talk ebout deregulating the economy snd opening up markets end the
free flow of competition was accepted in good feith by very many
people. They saw 1t as a cleer signal of the freeing up of the
economy end for them to go ehead and 'do their thing's You will
remewber that the banking system was édvised not to enguire too
closely if aﬂ&when large sums of foreign exchange were bbought
in, Here agesin, many people got the impression thet we were into
a very much more relaxed.and permissive climate where foreign .
exchenge wes concerned, and while it wa$ technically illegel-. to
do ‘certain things, no one would look teo closely or ask too meny
queéstions, . This'perception that we were into g new time of

: . . .
permissiveness which hed the tecit approval of the government. of
the day was, I think, one important resson for the lerge-scele
11licit.importing, the almost open ¥XEKXFX bleck market deeling, i

= currency,
/the shemeless escelation in rentels @nd the general fiddling with

g
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raw material allocetions. To say all this is not to try to eithe
Justify, condone or explein awey, this dengerous development, It
simply to say that if we do not understand snd learn from/giitcaué
this situation, we will repeet the scme mistake over and over agaf;
in e slightly different form each time. In politics as in all face®
of life order and stability require & certain level of consistency.\
you cannot be agaiﬁst something when you esre out of power and then
be for it when you gain power., You cennot be for politicael strikes
when out of power, and egeinst them when in power. TYou cannot be
for fisecaa end iﬁport permnissiveness at one time and then for tight
controles et another. For if you ere you create confusion and crisis
end instability and that undermines your own best efforts. So
consisténcy is more important than politicians seem to realise,
especially in the-heat of pertisen battles., And I think it is a very
dubious morality which gives people the impression that it is allright
to behave in e certain way, and then, when things go wrong, turn on
them. DBetter by fer to fir8t meke your position cleer beyond eny
doubt end then deel with those who violate the rules, That is the way
of the rule of law. And I think we need to be consistent too, about
Jamaica's single most crucial social problem: unemployment. Article
23 of the Universel Decleration of Humen Rights says: "Everyone has
thelrignt to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favourab%
conditions of work and to protection s2gainst unemployment.," Tihis week
Bishop DeSouza talked about the terrible insecurity caused by un-

employment. When in Opposition Mr., Sheerer talked about e limited#orm

of out of N.l.,B. funds

unemployment pey{ When tggmgew Goverment first ceme to power lir,
J.A.G, Smith talked zbout/forms of job sharing. Was this only telk?

: . . A é
If it was, then the strife and internsl conflict 0f which Bishop DeSou§

warﬁ%ﬁ becomes only a ns i !

1Y & matter of tig € We need morality and consist- |

éncy here too, Goodnignt <,a-“
A -



1) Isresel & the Pslestinians
Heig'a Resignation & U.S. Foreign Policy

3
B Sl Graes

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcest on londeay
June 28, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: There is no doubt about it: Isreel's formidable
military machineg, now one of the most powerful and certainly the
most ruthless in the world teddy, has delivered a crushing wmilitary
Arafat's
defeat on Yesser/Araffixkx Pelestine ILiberation Orgenisation, It
has bettered the PLC forces to a point of collapse, and the final
question is quite simply whether the 5,00046,000 odd PLO fighters
trepped in Beirut make & last dewperaete stend in which they will
most certainly be utterly destroyed or wakther they give up and
le=sve the Lebanon as Isrsel demands., Either way, the PLO, as a
fighting force has been crushed, That is the hard, brutal military
fact, like it or not. In the process the Israelis have killed many,
physical
many 01V1llans and done feerful/desmage to what remsined of the
economically and
once/pruzpEXaEX® propserous and culturslly cosmopoliten/mxaxe highly
civilised state of Lebanon, which is now on the verge of collapse,
death end
The Israelis say the PLO is to blame for 211 this/demege beceuse it
uBed the Lebanon as the staging ground for attscks agsinst Israel,
end so_ the Israeli invesion of Lebanon is no more than an sct of
self-defence, This, is baesically ¢he seme argument used by the white
South Africens to Jjustify their across-the-border attacks on both
Abgolan and Mozambican territory .in seerch of either SWAPO or ANC

freedom fighters or terrorists, depending on which side you support.

ind this, before Zimbebwe's independence, wes I2n Smith's justificet-

lon for so-call¥search-and-destroy missions 1P 0 Beighbouring black

”
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countries. By use of the Orwellian Néwthink and Boublespesk invasion
becomes an act of self-defence: and the Isreselis have carried it to
its furtherest point. Anywey, however you view the issue, the fect
is that the PLO is smashed for now. But does that also mean that the
struggle of the Pzlestinien people for & homeland of their own is
over? I think not. I think there will be a pause and then the
Palestinisn cause will rise again and try again, and again, and
again for there is no way thet any number of guns cen liguidete an
idea., And the Isreelis themselves, should know, from bitter experien-
ce, thet wiping out an entire people who ere driven by an idea, is
2 neer impossibility. It was tried on them, and it feiled. So how-
ever the Lebenese tragedy pleys itself out, it will not mean the end‘
of the Prlestinian people's struggle for a homeland. And after this
defeat that struggle may turn really extremist. Next there was the
resignation of Mr, Haig as U.S. Secretery of State which has turned
which wes im
an American foreign policy/in shambles into a state of utter chsos.
The Middle Eest situation today is & manifestation of that chaos.
Until either lMr. Reegen himself, or his new appointee, pulls things
together, the sense of confusion and flounder” of Americen foreign
policy will continue to feed internationsl instability., Heig
symbalsedd continuity of Americen foreign policy along the Kissinger
lines which served Americen and West European interests well end
succeeded in pleying a2 belancing act in the Mid-Zast, and foré cing
detente with the Soviets end better relations with China. To be sure
Haig did not have the Machiavellian manipulative skills of Kissinger
but he undertsood the compl@xities and delicacies of the issues
Cabhvma
1nvolvec, which 1s more than tneL?owboyb of the Reagan team do. And
t“ati?he problem end the worry. And finally, congretulations Jo

m e : .
ferry Swith for his extraordinsry series on the Citybank affair

and deserves,
Goodnight,

Thet is the kind of Journalism drmeics needs more of,




A Probdem of Netionel Leadership

NIEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcest on Friday
June 25, 1982, 6.10p.m.

Good evening: Listening to, =2nd watching segments of the current
annual
sectoral pert of the/national Budget debate has been a bit of a

depressing experience, The performances, generelly speaking, heve,
with rare 8xceptions, been well below the level of the eerlier main
presentations of Mr. Seega, Mr. lenley, lr. Shesrer end Nr. Mullings.
Ixxkixakxtke The exceptions, in my judgement, were lr, Broderick,

Mr. Cherles end lMr. Anthony Speulding. These three, It seemed to
ne, were éart of the important national debate sterted by the four
main spokesmen., VWhat made the others so depressing was the over-
riding sense that pertisen politics took precedence over national
politics, even in the menner in which they =2ddressed genuinely
national issues., EIEvery now and then one got the sense that the

1980 gener=l election was being fought all over again in the Jemaical
parliement of 1982; more heat ard pession went into the reﬁashing

of who did what to whom in 1980 than went into the clear erticulat-
ion of the herd. and bmute problems we fece now, in 1982, The cold
fact is that scoring political points, bleming the last eight years-
for every ill in the society and every present-day feilure, using
the last eight yesrs as & kind of universel 2libi for present-day

bad performence asnd lack of forwgrd planning, are all becoming

counter-productive and utterly boring. Even the perty faithful tend

to show & sort of sickly smile when everything is blemed on the
pest regime, The Jamaicen voters replaced the past regime precisely

because they were not satisfied with itsi?erformance,
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To meke it eppesr that the electoreste saw nothing good being done
by the pest regime was acéeptablelparty politics during the campaign
period. 1o now still cerry on with this fiction is to insult the
intelligence of the people; they know the performance of the past
regime, &s indeed of every government, wes a migture of the good
and the bad. What they are concerned with now is the performence
of this government, which they have now given a2 chance to show that
it cen do better, and mamange better, and deliver. Cne of the
problems created by this .excessive neer-electioneering pertisan
politics is that it tends to turn off so meny who might otherwise
teke part in the national recovery effort., The supporters of one
party alone, no matter how feithful and dedicated and committed
they may be, are not enough to move this country forwsrd. The
perty in power needs that hardcore, to be sure, but it also needs
a broad concensus which includes the largely non-partisan and
interest groups,
apolitical/%xgmx, the independents, and at the very least the tecit
acquiesence of the political opposition; without these, no present-‘
day Jsamaican political party, no metter how well-orgenised, can run
especielly in an economic crisis.
the country successfully/ Any time yowr propaganda ends up alienating
the opposition and its sympethisers end gives the uncommitted the
impression that yoffare intolersnt, you are digging 2 hole for your-
self as a party and as a government. Confidence is & two-edged sword
end so is credibility. And this brings us to the questiom of the

(%
media whicﬁZ%eatured prominently in the sectoral debate this week,

\

Any time press freeddmlif dependent on & government, no matter under
what political label, it is in denger; anytime any government or any
government-appointed entity tekes on responsibilify for policing

the media, the media is in denger. By their very nature all govern-
ments want to 'use' the nedi We know 4 :
o By e 1e media., We <D Og gh;s, So I for one zm not
] w § % . 5 3
& 1?5  government eppointedimedia ‘commissions, no matter

Supervising elections.is

e T

how they arekcohstituted.




1) Are we Giving Up on Unemployment?
2) U.S. Foreign Policy in A Shambles?

NEWS COMMENRTARY
For broadcest on NMonday
June 21, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Twe issues - one local, the other with internetional
overtones - loom like ominous shadows on the political horizon.
The one is unemployment in Jemaica and our responses to it; the
other is the state of utter shambles of Americen foreign policy

: ; _ issue
under the Reagan Administration. To begin with our own/ix first.
On an elmost weekly basis we hesr and read sbout lay-offs and cut-
backs and shut-downs, ususlly of small enterprises employing from
say half a dozen workers to anaywhere up to fifty or sixty. So it
is usuelly only a handful of workers who are leid off or made
redundent at any one time; and so the tendency is for us not to
teke too much notgfof it. It is importent news when a few hundred
workers eare laid; it is not worth much more than passing men tion
when six or twelve or a score of workers are leid-off. And yet,
every four or five or six or sixteen add to the steadily growing
pool of the unemployed. "“hen a shoe mmanflac turer announces, as one
did this past week, that it is closing down next month, it means a
growing of that pool of the unemployed. According to offficial
stetistics unemployment stood at 25.,6% in October of last gear; this
means thet in October of 1981 just over one-querter of the Jamesican
work force of a little over a million Jsmaicans was out of work.

More then twenty-five out of every 100 J=maican workerd hed no jobs

in Qctober of 1981, eccording to the official statistics. Since then

WS

L ey .

nearly nine months have passed, and it has been nine months of lay-of:

v
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and cutbacks and redundencies. There were, of course, some very
encouraéizng and optimistic projections of new job-creation, but
there were éctuelly very few new jobs created. So, in terms of

flesh end bldod people rather then of projections and numbers, more
workers are without jobs today then lest October. And the really
worrying thing is that we, as =& society, seem to have given up on

the unemployed, at least in the short-run. It looks like an intract-
able problem, and so, as people often do with such kard problems, and
es successive governments of Jamaica have done, we seem to be putting
it aside to deal with other things, hoping against hope that time
will either make the problem easier or mske it go awsay. The trouble

is thet this perticular problem is people and meainly young and

e

reasonably educeted people with higher expectations than hed the
unemployed of the 1950s and the 1960s and the 1970s even. This lot
mey not be as patient for as long as were those of easrlier years, So
I think it is in the interest of stability and good order in the
society thet the government and the trade unions make more of an
then they have done up to now to tackle this problem: there ere meany
things that can be done to esse it considerasbly; what is needed is
the will., If we cennot summon the will reasonable quickly, 21l Jemeica
will suffer, And so to the other, international shadow of Americsan
foreign podicy in & shambles. Goodwill toward America has for very
long been at a2 low level }ﬁizg;ica because of her tacit support under
the Rezgan administretion of racist South Africa, She lost Latin
tmerican goodwill more recently over the Falklands business and her
support of Britain. Now she is in process of losing the tattered
rennants of the little support she has left in the liddleBast over

her perceived support of the Isreseli aggression in % Lebanon, And
in geopolitics when one superpower loses that muc a-&giitxﬁé*it
could tempt the otheFLlnto risky adventures. lhet's the danger. Goo



l) Falklands Update
2) A Soviet Anti-Nuclear Coup
3) Confidence as a Political Tool

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
June 18, 1982, 6.10p.m
Good evening: There seems to‘have been some confusion over this
week's developments in the Falkland‘lslands. The Argentine soldiers
there did ley down their arms, and the Argentine military commander
on the spot did surrender. The Government of Argentina has not, up

formally
to this morning, either/endorsed that surrender, or even acknowledged
it publicly. So hostilities afe not over and cannot be over until
the Government of Argentina declares an end to the hostilities.

v in existence

Until this is done there is no real ceasefire/in the South Atlantic
and Argentine planes with their deadly missiles can drop out of the
sky et any time end do further terrible demage to the BEritish task
force as well to the British troops now in possession of the Felklands
That is the grim reality of the present situation, =nd we must hope
that the fell of Geltieri end today's installation of & new interim
President, as well as the agreement to allow British ships to teake
the captured prisoners-of-war bsck to Argentine ports, are first
signs thet an end to hostilities may be declered cver the next twenty-
four to fordy-etgnt hours. IDoth Britain and Argentina ‘desperately
need & formal end to the hostilities which have cost both dearly in
men and.méterial, especially to Aggentina, because she is the poorer
of the twoj; and the poorer you are, the neavier the burdemns of war,
I think, too, that the political fice of Argentine is going to be
transformed more rapidly as a result of this defeat than it would

heve been if she had been able to hold on to the islends; dt is very

likely that the military junta will fairly quickly give way to civilie

4



; e larger measure
rule end the restorstion of democracy and/human rights which heave
been grossly violaeted by the military rulers over the pest six years.
I think the British ere much too politically sophisticated to misread
tﬁe nature of the support they have received from the Third World
over this issue.ﬂIt was support for their defence of the principle
thet territorisl disputes should not be settled by force; not for any
grend show of imperial power restored, whatever Nrs. Thatcher's
privete fantesies. So let us hope for thst decleration of an end to
hostilities and then, in due time, for negotiations over the territori
el issue. Next, the_Soviet Union brought off a brilliant politiceal
propagende coup coup at the United Nations this week when it declered
unilaterally and unequivocelly that it would not be the first to use
nuclear weapons in any fighting., With this simple, clearcut pledge
the Soviets put themselves closer to the anti-nuclear movement than
the United States is seen to be, especielly/:gigrthe United States
refused, however indirectly, to make 2 similar pledge., For the anti-
nucleer movement in the United States, in Western Europe and through-
out the world, America is now generelly accepted a2s being the greater
cal defeat of the llrst magnitude for the Wegt. And finally, and here
at home, a psychologicel setbeck of a different kind. Confidence .is
e state of mind end politiciens often generate it and then use it
as 2 tool %ge further théfgolitical policies and objectives, Churchill
end Roosevelt's use of confidence during the dark deys of world war
two are classic exemples. You project é%nfidence anéT;;e it to mobidie
e a nation to greast action. The trick is to know‘how to use it, how

ot oA

- - . ‘ 12 .
much of it, and when. (Uver-use or mls-use\?an come out looking like

deception and dishonesty and can blow up in your face. We are into thd

dengerous situation now in meny areas of Jemaicen public life, I hope
the government takes note snd thinks carefully. Goodnight. '



1) The British PubBk to Port Stanley
2) The Israeli Invasion of Lebahon
3) Anti-Nuclear Protests in U.S.A.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
June 14, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: It was = weekend of war, of political violence, of
messive bloodletting, and of bitter protest agasinst the known and
unknown horrors of wer, Down in the bitterly cold and bleek South
Atlentic the Brigidh heve started their deliberate and measured
push to finslly retake Port Stanley. All the indicetioﬁs are that
the battle for Port Stanley is not going to be the relatively low
casualty effair which the Eritish were aiming for. The whole point
of their slowness and their pauses was to give the Argentines an °
oprortunity to pull out, if they wented to. But this has not peaid

off. The Argentines want a fight to the finish, and they cleerly

went to inflict as much damage as possible on the British, no matter
whet the pgiggzg?%:*ﬁ;;é‘ggggg E%e}H:§£§jq;;pecially.battleships, and
the more British soldiers they kill, the greater will be the Jjusti-
fication for ‘théir own losses, no matter how great these may be.

The Argenting%::der has talked about 'fightihg to the last'

Argentine in surpounded Port Stanley. One suspects - thet the junta

young
leaders would consider the deaths of a few thouszhd/Argentine soldiers
in the process be used to

well worth it if/their deadly airborne missiles could/sink one of

the British Aircreft Cerriers. In dictatorships showy and dramatic

victories! .are usually worth a great deal moré ‘then any number of
French-made

human livés. And this morning's news is that/missiles of the kind

that sank the Sheffield may now be on their way to Argentina from

another Letin-Americen country which also bought these from France.

So the EEC trade and arms ban is not gbing to prevent Argentina iiwe

ol



getting the bighly sophisticated weapons it needs to do ms much
demage as possible to the British naval force, Indeed, as the British i
Opposition leader, Mr, Michael Foot, said over the weekend, DIritish ,g
plenes sold to Argentina are likely to cerry fhose deadly weapons to
try to sink British ships. And if it is not British plenes, it will
be the planes of Britein's allies: the weapons of the Western alllan‘

are being used ageinst one of its own. This, I thigk, may increasingly

become one of the long-term prices the West is going to pay for being

the world's principal arms dealer, Iran, lest we forget, is using
supplied
dmericen/wegpons as the 'muscle' of its anti-Zuerican drive in the
aided and
NMiddle East: and South Africa,/supplied by both the West and Isrzel,

is one of Argentina's suppliers. The West's own wespons will, increas-‘
ingly, be turned on the West. So the final battle for Port Stanley
looks like being a terrrible end bloody affeir, Though it will not,

terrible and
I suspect, be half as/bloody as has been the bloodletting in the

Lebanon over these past few deys, There, civilians and civilien

A

docations appear to have been deliberate Isreseli tergets in their
drive ageinst the Palestiniens. Indicetions sre thet in the few days
of the fighting in the Lebanon, more people heve been killed thean the

total number kidded in the Felklends since the outbreak of the trouble
$he thousends

there, And most of/xkmss® killed in the ILebanon were civilisns as
civilian

ageinst only two reported/killings in the Falklands so far. Terrorism

is terrorism, no matter who cerries it out; and governments, tooy we

. have seen again and again, cesn be terrorist, The really sad part is

that this kind of terrorism meskes reconciliestion later almost impossibl
ﬂ: [ ig-enki

And in New Yorflgeaﬁﬁfﬂaw one million Americens ceme together +to

demonstrete their protest agalnot the ultimate terror of nuclear war,

5 ) 5 T L
They want an end to the nuclear arms race’ 2° 1 PRiNk most people do.

If the Americans, and the Russians, and the Europeans and ell the othex

peoples of the wor d could force tnelr ¢eeders to disarm: dut what
E) rpeLIy big tif' that is....Goodnig



The Polio Outbreak:
Prevention versus Cure,
Menagement versus Cempaigns & Crusades

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broesdcest on Friday
June 11, 1982, 6.10p.m.

Good evenmng. The indications are thet the caﬁpéign to contain the
- in Jamaica if not all
Polio outbreak/lu succeéﬂmgg end that most/Jamaicans, especislly
the young who are most vulnerable to it, should/:ggnbe immunised
ageinst the dread disease. And that is just about the best news
we could have at this time. I think there is en understandable
téndency in our medical establishment to see théAhandling of this
outbreak és a great sucéess, which it is. A great deal of hard work
under considerajple pressure was put into containing thés outbreak;
and witheut wanting in eny way to detracf from this massive effort
we must, nonetheless, exemine some of the root causes of the outbresk
and try to learh from them. If we do not we may continue down the
slippery and dengerous and costly path of-neglecting our problems
untii they explode in our fgces and force u; to respond with messive
and coétly cempaigns and crusades, And perhaps the single most
negetive thlnvs about thesé¢ campeigns and crusades is that they
almost alweys dlvert attention end resources from the kind of herd
carefully plannéd day—to—déy slogging which is the true answer to
all our most béoic problems, I don't know, end I am not sure anyone
else cen calculate the total money value of this latest massive
cempeign to immunise the total Jemaicen population. What I am ,
reasonably certain of is that if our school children in particular

end our youngsters in generel had been routinely immunised at their

brogrammes

schools, and iff the¥€ had been # routine and syetematic/gamRak&n
E?yqilw,

8 l}mmunlsation at out clinics and heelth centreg® vhe cost would
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catchall
have been fer less then the cost of this/islendwide campaign.

Those who run our heelth services know that prevention is not only
better then cure, it is also much cheaper, and it does not divert

humen energy and vitsl resources away from the ongoing development
effort; indeed, it supports and sustazins that effort. Cempeigns add

crusdées, on the other hand, nearly alweys tend to undermine that
of sdults
effort. The queues/lining up to be immnunised during working hours

is a most obvious example. Prevention is part and parcel of proper

: or typhoid
menagement, whether it is the prevention of a polio/outbreak or ef a

breakdown in factory or plant machinexry, or of a breakdown in light

; * ) could |
or water er transport. And tue wmoney seved turough preveution/ggs

then be put to work greppling with urgent sociel problems, Instead
toward fiscel
there is 2 tendency/mmXxxXmxkax® meanness and penny-pinching where

there is no obvious politicel benefit to gain by spending on preven
ion. So prevention is either under-financed or else completely ignor
until disaster strikes. And then we go in for these vast end costly
campaigns with their inevitable political spin-offs. Wheme you have
good management it would ensure that your city is always cleean as a
whistle; where you have good menagement your utilities would elways
service your community at a level where that community could be mos
productive and most creative . Given €fereful forwerd plenning, $14-
million fould have been wonderful seed-money, say 'two yesrs ago, for
the starting of a2 model old pecople's complex in some cool and gquiet

place which would by now have been sufficiently far advenced not to

need any messive spending on a temporery place. The trouble is that

forward preventive

this kind of/plenning end/performence are unspectaciitar snd undremati

and our politicel tredition - created by both parties ~ demsnd dreama

end spectacle, even if it meens the short-changing of the long term
national interest. ]




Israsel Invades South Lebaﬁﬂon:
The Morality of Collective Punishment

NEWS COMMENT ARY
For broadcast on Monday
June 7, 1982, 6.10p.m.

Good evening: The focak point of larg%sha&e militery violence has,
for the moment at least, shifted from the Falklands to the Middle
Zast with yesterday's Isreeli invasion of Southern Lebapon. For
those of us who were around during the period of the rise of Adolf
Hitler end Nezism in Europe, “and who.watched how the Nazis treated
the Jews of Europe, there wgs something perticularly depressing
about the events which preceded and which led up to yesterday's
invesion of the Lebanon by Irsseli forces. LasﬁTﬂursdey night the
Israeld Ambassador to the United Kingdom was attacked =znd critically
wounded as he left one of London's most famous hotels. The attackers
it later turned out were two Jordaamams end one Iraqi, all three of
who were held by the British police., . The Palestine Iiberetion
Organisation, the PLO,denied any responsibility fofithe attack and
the British police reportedly found e ;hit list' which suggested
thaet PLO representatives wouid themselves be attacked, Most akx
informed observers in Dritain seemed to agree that the attack was
not ordered by the PLO but was the work of some anti—israeli fringe
group. Ioféel, on tne other hand,. blamed the PLO for the atteck, ena%
on Fﬁiday it sent 1its fight;r—bombers into quanon to attack the
cepital, Beirut, as well as PLO strongholds end Palestinian refugee
settlements in Southern Lebanon. First réports were that 30 people

were killed and 120 wounded in the two-=hour air reids. over Beirut.

And then, yesterdsy, the Israelis leunched their full-scele invasi
- sion,
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Isrzeli reaction to those who criticised the bombings and the
invasion, and the UN Security Council da&d so, was that over 100
terrorist gttacks have been launched against Isrselis in various
parfs of the world, including the killing of an Isreseli diplomat
in Paris a little over two months ago. And so, for the near-fatal
atteck on Thursdey in London on one Isreeli diplomat, 30 people,
mostly Lebenese I suspect, were killed on Friday, snd over 100 woundet
end much property demaged. As I hesrd and read of these things,
my mind went back to the times before andfduring the second world
war when we had reports of one or two or three Jewiéh young men
killing some high-reanking Nazi officer and Ehig being followed, a
day or two later, by the execution of all Egg}ign of & perticuler
or ghetto area,
village? or all the people, or by the razing to the ground of an
entire community, as punishment for the killing. This was celled
'collective punishment'., One or two people did something segeinst
the Nazis, killed someone or blew up & trein or building and an
entire community was punished. Friday's bgmbing of Beirut made me
remember what the Nazis had done, end/iiiin%he connection was deeply j
depressing. If collective pumsbhment is morally wrong, then it is |
eand must be wrong, no matter what the circumstances, no metter who |
inflicts it. And I think it is this sense of moral outrage zkaux =t
what many people all over the world see e&s the Isreeli use of
collective punishment &s an instrument of policy, which may yet hurt
Israel most in the long run., The state of I;rael did not come into
being simply end solely because of Jewish militery might. The vast
outpouring of moral and material suppprt from 211 the most decent and
freedom-loving peoples of the wordd was a potent, though not always
visible pert of the Jewish Struggle; It would be tragic indéed if,

flushed with their new militery muscle, the Isreelis were to“complete.
lose the moral authority and straggth which once sustained their stru

f%@&n‘ Goodnight,
. ~



A Disestrous lVeek:

a) Tne Polio outbreak

b) The Power bkackout

c¢) The Bauxite & JAMAL layoffs

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadecast on Friday
June 4, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: This has been a disastrous week for Jamagea, Tuesday
morning's main Gleener headline ennounced: "All-Island Blackout:
City water supply hit.". The mein Deily News headline was: "Island
in Derkness: as Hunts Bay explosion sparks off 91% black-out." The
third Gleaner headline for the seme Tuesday issue was the question:
"St. Jemes Polio outbreak?" On Wednesday morning both papers carried
frontpage reports of the islandwide immunisétion progremme that the
Minisfry of Health wes undertaking. By this time the redio statio;
hed eslready told the netion of the Polio outbreak in St. James,
Tuesday,
Between/Wednebday and Thursday the likely numbers for the 'few hundrgg
lay-offs' in the bauxite/alumina industry began to come outs Alcan
confirméd that it was meking 150 workers redundant, Cther reports ?
"seid that Alpert would most likely lay-off some 600 workers. However,t
e report this morning says thet no decision has yet been teken on
the lay-offs., Please note that 'no decision' does not mean either
that there will be no ley-offs or that the number of 600 is necessarij
wrong; it simply meens that the Company itself hes not yet mede the
announcement. What does seem to be-indicated by the numbers so far,

present
even in their/speculative state, is that tae nunbers may be more than

@
the 'few hundred' the Prime Ninister agoke of at his Party's confereng
Alcen's 150 lay-offs is seid to be an 'mnitial' number; if the Alpart
number ends up being between 500 and 600, the minimum number for the

two sets of lay-offs combined cennot be less than 650, Then there

are Alcoe, Keiser end Reynolds still to come., I frankly do not wee
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: less than
their combined total of lay-offs being/st least another 650, which

would give us more than one thousend lay-offs in beauxite. If this
turned out to be the case, and we will soon know, it would be a &
disaster for the bauxite workers in particular and 2 serious blow
to the workforce in general. And the week's report that 400 Jamal
workers sre to be laid-off, and other almost unnoticed periodic
reports of a dozen workers being laid-off here, two-dozen there,
forty pr fifty elsewhere, all add up to a very derk picture on
the labour front. If you couple this with the present state of the
transport
utilities, especially weter/and electretttgy at this time, and such
minor irritations as to who is to be immunised first against polio
and where, the government's upbeat pronouncements tend to have a
souring effect/ ggﬁ%eople. 30 you heer cherges of the government
not levelling with the people. You have even the timing of the
announcement of the polio outbreak in St., Jemes questioned. And
this is not a healthystate of dffares at the best of times. There
is an especial need for understanding end for tolerence between those
who govern and those who ere governed when things are difficult or
when things go wrong. Ancd the foundetions for that tolersnce and

that understanding are usually laid at the time when things sare

going smoothly and well, It is at such times thet wise leadership i

builds up the stock of trust and confidence on which it will have
to call Zzater on if and when things go wrong. If it abuses and
dissipates that stock of trust and goodwill in the good season, it

will have little or nothing to call on in the bad. When this govern-
the words
ment was in opposition/'credibility' and 'confidence' were part of

its stock-in-trade. Now, in our time of trouble it is itself being

-

measured againstl}ts own pronouncements® 004 menagement shows up
S ]

best in times of trouble. We are in trouble now, We need the good

management teem we were promised, Goodnight. il



Producfivity, Progress, Social
Setbility & Unemployment

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcest on Mondey
May 31, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Unemployment and productivity were two of the main
themes of tigjiéekend news, Yesterday, Prime Minister Edwerd Seag=a
told the public session of the JLP conference that there would be
more cutbacks in the bauxite/alumina industry and that & few hundred
men were going to be laid off until the industry gets back on its
feeto On Fridey night mxgkx lr. Cerltdn Alexender told a CAST
awards function thet unemployment was the root cause of several other
problems in the society, including the undisciplined'behaviour in

the society. And lir, Alexander called for a meaningful and co-ordinast-
ed effort to reduce the level of unemployment 'to menageable
proportions of ebout two or three percent of the work force'. And

at yesterday's JLP conference Deputy’Priﬁe Minister Hugh Sheerer,
after warning that the government would not allow the hard-won gains
of tne workers and their trade unions to be eroded, called for
increased production and increased productivity without which, he
seid, the government could not achiewgits geels., So, in face of the
coming lay-off of 'severel hundred men' in our mining anﬁéuarrying
sector, which is the country's major foreign exchange earner, we have
these calls for increased production end productivity, end for a
reduction of unemployment from its preseht official figure of some
26% to between 2% end 3% of the work force. These look like very tell

orders indeed. The hard question is: how feasible are they? Given

todeyys realities, can we reduge uwnemployment to anywhere neer the
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target level proposed by Mr. Alexander? Cne thing is for sure and
that is that we cennot even begin to scratch &t it without the kind
of co-ordinated effortg Mr. Alexender calls for. The herd guestion
is: Has the governmeii}the will; do the unions have the will; does
to make that
the private sector have the will/fmxxxk® kind co-ordinated assaiit?
Are all these power groupings prepared to make the sacrifices and
put in the hard effo?%ﬁ%gdbring unemployment down to say 10% of the
work force? The market system whose virtues we extol is not normeally
known to meke this kind of effort unless it seti¥ies the bottom—line
philasophy of profitability. The socislist system, which we say
cannot work, is much more likely to meke that kind of effort to deal
with unemployment. Esch politicel system exects its price, But,
productivity at a sufficiently high level could earn enough money
for us to spend more on social programmes and job—creating develop-
ments, which is what makes Nr. Shearer's cell for increesed productior
so important. OCne trouble is that, according to the Economic and
Social Survey for 1981, our export agriculture, the hard currency
earning pert, was down compared with the yeer before. We were
producing less, not more. And you know, it is ell very well to talk
work and social
about educating our young people into the correct/attitudes and
schogling
about proper/g#hnnifor all How are you going to do it when the number
of graduates from our Tegchems' Collges were 10% fewer than the year
before? And how can any worker pebform at his or her best when they
have to spend hours of exhausting struggle to get to and from work
by a near hopeless public tramsport system. When they reach work

sweaty and tired there is very little will left for increased

productivity. The workers, too, need the proper conditions in which
to work best. Good transport, good water’ good light, must be part

of apy drive for increased production and increased productivity.
S0 give them the tools and they'll do the job. Goodnight,



Police Federation Annual Conference:
4 Areas of Concern

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcest om Friday
May 28, 1982, 6.40p.m

Good evening: The Chairmeﬁ of the Jemeica Police Federation on
fednesday of this week told the annueal conference of the Federation
of four areas that ere of deep concern to the force. These, he said,
weres 1) The forthcoﬁing eerly retirement of the present Commissioner
of Police lr, Bill Bowes; 2) the retaining of retired officers after
they have reached the age of 60; 3) the manner in which Deputy
Cormissioner of Police Mr. Lerry Trought was asked to leave the
force; and 4) the prospect of reverting to the practice before

whereby
Jamaica beceme independent/mfxxmxmzximg the officer corps of the

police force was made up by those who entered diredtly at the Gazetté

level, either from tne army or otherwise ZUXRUFRXAIMRXXERK®. And

: members of the }
Vr. Simpson s2id that these four concerns had put the/police force
"under great stress, anxiety, apprehension, and feer." There was
much else that was of importance in Sergeent Cherles Simpson's

most

speech,/=mme of it challengéing to the Government, some of ot
chellenging to the news media, =zEE some of it chellenging to the

community at large, and all of it of importagce to good order and

e LN 5 A S

stability in the society., If there was any element iecking in the

speech it was, I think, a note of self-criticism. DEsmissing all

e

public criticism as @2 'chorus of irrationzl soundings'is noct the
best way to win friends end influence people. Anyway, the really
important long-term issue, as fer as I am concerned, was number
four in the 4dist of concerns, the metter of the officer corps being

recruited from outside the force. lir. Simpson seid this was one of

W



the stories being pushed within end outside the force. And, of
course, if this were to happen then career policemen would normally
have no chance of rising above the rank of police Inspector, no
matter how long or distinguished their service. Those few who woudd
rise above the rank of Inspector would not be likely to do so as
pert of the normal process of earning promotion through merit.
There would be other considerations involved, considerations of }

personal and political commitments, for instance. In fa®rnes let

us note that the Minister of Netional Security, Mr. Winston Spauldin
dismissed this particuler concern es coming out of the destructive
rumour machine., If it is Jjust a rugour then it could very easily
be put to rest by & clear and unequivocel statement from the Niniste
the intention of the
seying that it is not/ government to change the present system of
gdvancement through the ranks, which has made it possible for men
like Former Commissioner Robinson, former Commissioner Campbell and ‘
to Lﬂ»‘k t’;"':"r s e | LN . 1
now Commissioner Eowes,Lfo reach the top through herd work end merit
alone, without any political connection end without any political
influence coming into play. These men were the living visible symbo
of the chenged Jsmaica in which anybody in the force, and by extensi
enybody in the country, could rise to the top by dint of hard work
end merit. Before them, certesin offices and certein positions were
reserved for people of certein beckground end certain socio-economic
positions only. The banks were one glaring example. Not all of this
has changed; but there hes been significent chenges, eng these must
not be reversed for any reason, It is not in the bgggkinterest of th
netion to heve 2 police force, or indeed any other grouping in the

whose top leadership ,
5001ety‘/1s ‘'so fer removed from the mass of the oralnPry people, =2nd

Potdnea I condotlsd lada S N Pregress.
S50 metisieigaed 25 to become 2 divisive newl\ In this sense this
particular concerm of the Police Federstiol is one we should all shar{

It is not enough to dismiss it as rumour. Repudiate it, Goodnight,



The Felklands Invaded:
The Geopolitics of it all.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
May 24, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The main item of worldwide news this Labour Day of

1982, continues to bte the farawgy Felkland Islands where Britain f
last Fridey lended troops in force in the face of fierce Argentine |
air. attacks. Latest reborts are that the British have successfully . 4
landed a2 force of some 5,000 troops. Argentine news reports dispute
this cleim and say#é instead thet only a few hundred British troops

have lended end have been surrounded, All the indications are that
the Argentine leaders and the Argentine propaganda machine ere not

telling the Argentine people the_truth. The trouble with this

business of lying +to the people, éspeciaslly on something as sefiou;
as fighting and dying, is the matter of how_&qu explain it away lateﬁ
A BBC xxxxxxr militery analyQt told us this morning thet Argentinea 7
is estimated to nave lost something in the region of 60 plenes or on;
quarter of its airforce since the start of this affeir and wondered
how long the§ could go on susteining this level of aircraft losses.‘é
I wonder how long they cen keep their people in ignorence of #heir v
true losses in men as well as machines, I woﬁder what effect it wilk?
have on Argentine morale when the people finally discover they had .
been lied to. This kind of lying propagenda is allright for as long §
es you are winning; it becomes counter-productive when you are not. =
Then war becomes, not & thing of strutting glory, but of cesuslties,
But thet is only one aspect of what.has now become & complex geo-
politicel problem, The United Nations Security Council i; currently 
meeting in open debate with a2 strong Letin Americen group, supporte?

by the Soviet Union, pressing hard for & cesdfire. The Eritish are



not going to agree to aby ceasefire, wertainly not until they are
nmore securely/gg;ablished on the Falklends., Six weeks of peaceful
negotiations turned out to be nothing but a grand runaround with
Arﬁiytina, whom the Security Council had itself branded the aggressoxn
mounting a massive stalling and propagenda cempaign which almost
succeeded in burying the fact of its agression. So now the British
are bent on reteking the Falklends by force. And contrery to recent
reports of decliégjzupport from her European partners, the EEC this
morning decided to extend its economic sanctions agesinst Argentina
indefinitely. Ingidentally, if you want to get some idea of which
side is getting the upper hand just take note of who is calling
hardest snd loudest for e ceasefire. Those who support Britein will
not cell for a ceasefire as long as Britein is doing well in the
fighting., If tniﬁgs should look like chenging those supporters of
Argentina who are now screaming for a ceasefire will suddenly stop
doing so. But while Argentina'g supporters would love to see a
decisive humiliation for a IZuropean power, if that is possible,
Britain's supportérs,.and especially the United States, do not want e
to see Argentina completely defeated end humilisted. So their hope

is that the British will quickly take Port Stanley this week and then
y in posession once more, agree to negotiate the sovreignty issue

at the U,N., level. And one reason, a key reason, why the African
countries will support this pro-British scenario at the U,N, is
beceuse the Orgenisation of Africen States has made it a cardinal
point of its Charter that no territorial disputes should be settled
by the use of force. That, for the Africans is the point of piintphie.
For us in the Ceribbeen it is wuch more practicsl: Guyana and Beligze

would be exposed to forcible dismemberment if the Argentines get away
with their territorigj B They may ultimately get it by negotietion
They must not get it by the use of force. Goodnight,



The Heagen Plan Setback:
How Will it Affect Jemaica?

NEWS COMMENTARY .
For broadcast on Fridey
Mey 21, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Americen President Ronald Reagen's Caribbean Basin
Initiative yesterday suffered sf ser;ous setback wanich could have
en importent beering on our own economic outlook. The Auericen
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, by a single vote majority,
yesterday rejectéd lr., Reagen's request for that additionel $350-
million which wes supposed to boost the current U.S., aid package
to Central America and the Caribbeen, You will reéall that Jemaica
wes to get $50-million out of this additional aid. What the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee has now proposed is that that money be
developed

put into an international trust fund ®o which other/countw®s in the
nemisphere, like Cmmdda, liexico end Venezuela would 2lso be invited
to contribute. And the Committee further suggested that the American
share should not exceed one-third of whatever the total amount in
that international trust fund may be. One Senator on the Committee
made it clear that ne saw this as a means of bluﬁting the sharp

' through
furthering of politicel objectives/kx the use of aid by the Reagan
Administration which, he said, h=d m.de otgggﬁgountries reluctant
to participate. .He did not sey so but it is-no secret that neither
Mexico nor Cenade wented any pert of the use of aid as & political
weapon through which to reward friendly regimes end punish 'unfriend-
ly*' ones, So yesterdey's vote, which follows other earlier suggest-

ions for changes in the Resgen Plan, by committeee of the U,S. House

of Representatives, mekes it pretty clear that however it comes out

the Reegen Plan is not likely to be the Seme Plan that some of us

welcomed with such warmth end excitement &0d others with such
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bitter skepticism. It seems thet both the supporters and detrectors
of the Plen either overlooked oi}zzde little of the fect that while
Americen
it is the/President. who proposes, it is the American Congress which
disposes. There wss a time, not many months ago, when it seemed that
Mr. Keagan could force anything through the Americen Congress. Thet
time seems to have pessed and the setback to his aid plafn for
Central America and the Ceribbesnseems to be the first sign of the
chenged and chenging times, It is of course still possiblie, though
not likely, that the full U.S. Senate and the full House of Represent
atives will over-rule the chenges proposed by their committees., I
any of us in the region

think it would be unwise for/m= to bank on that. Much wiser to expect
and prepere for chenges. I think ElSelvador, which expected most,
will lose most. We may still get that extra $50-million but it may
be a longer time coming° The Eastern Caribbean looks like doing
better’' under the proposed chenges than under the original Plan. But
perhaps the'single most importgnt lesson for us to learn'is not to
hiteh our little Jemeicen wagon to any single star, no matter how
brightly it mey shine ‘for tﬁ:';oment as 1t shoots across the sky.
Get all the benefit you cen from it by all meens, but do not fore-
close on other options. Economic survival dictetes that we do business
wherever we can get it and whenever it suits the national interest,

not a perticular
And the nationsl interest does/last for a four-year period of/am
Americen administration or a five-yesr period of a particular Jemaicar

edministration. The national interest is ongoing and beYond partisen

interests, Above all, we must have alternative strategies and fall-

QS we W
back positions so that if one strategg cellapses or does not woekéh
we cen move to another with the least possible dislocation end grief,
m o5 ] . x " g

That unnecessary alienation of the Soviet beuxite/alumina merket is

an object lesson in how not to conduct the n

ation's business, I
we do better if the Reagan : ol

Plan does not deliver all our hopes, Goodn



Irade Unions Week, 1982:
The Unemployed: Whose Responsibility?

NEWS COMNEN TARY
For broadcast on lionday
May 17, 1982, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: Jam?%ggs four major traede unions today begen & week
of activities in observence of their second annual Ireade Unions Week,
The theme of the week is: "Reaching out to the young workers of
towmorrow." and there is a full and veried programme plenned, For
me, personally, a startling ommission from the progremme , particular-
ly at this time, is any mention of unemploymen®. ~All arouhd us,
on an almost weekly basis, there are signs and sounds of lay-offs,of
firings and redundencies., And one question'that comes to my mind is:
How meny unionieé&d workers, how many union deélegates, have been fired
or laid-off or made redundant between Trade Unions Week, 1981 and
this Trade Unions Week which begins today? Where are they? What is
happening to them? VWho is doing anything about themé Or do they
cease to ﬁe.of interest to the trade unions when they are no longer
employed and so cease to be able to pay union dues? I think we need
to have this Kindhgﬁigalance sheet from the viewpoint of the trade
unions themselves if we are to have a sharper perspective of the_
geins and setbacks of the trade union movement over eany given twélve
month period. Perhaps the Joint Trade Union Research Development
Centre will be able to give us such & report Ey the time this week
/iﬁigi to a close; if not, then perheps the Centre could start comiilf%
such figures for this time next yesr. The trade union movement has

taken some casualties this year; I think it, and the Jamaican people,

should know and should face up to the fact and implicetions of those

; &
casuelties. To be able to measure our geins realisticelly we need



g

to have clear and realistic understanding of our lossesy Unionism
has been under attack and, in some intances, under seige, in recent
months., And unfolding economic conditions suggest that this is not
something which is likely Po come to an end in s$he short run. When
things are tight, as they now are, workers' rights and workers jobs
ere the first to come under threat, One piece of hard gews out of
Washington this morning gives officiel unemployment in the United
States as now standing at 10,300,000 (ten million three-hundred-
thousend). These are flgures for unemployed Anerlcans who ere known
eand registered as look for jobs. There are a couple of other, non-
official figures, which make the picture even worse., 63-million
Anerlcanb have become disg@ouraged and; stopped Looklng for work, so
official L
they are not on the/unemployed 1list, but tney are known to be there;
end another one-to-two million have gone in for the hustllng end
et
higgling we know here/af& our 'bend-down plazas* end elsewnere becssu
they can find nothing else. If all these are added together then a
truer picture of actual unemployment in the U.S, today would be
somewhere in the region of 17-million, To the extent that the Jem-
aicen economy and the hopes for the turn-around of the Jamaicen £
are aen
economy/depengé on the turn-around in the Americen econmmy, we are
likely to have some rough times, with the workers having to put up
the
with/roughest of those rough times: we are not likely to bring down
here
unemployment/while unemployment is rising in the major economy on
which we depend for investment and job-creation. And this, I think,
more deepdy than they now are:
is the sort of problem our trade unions should get involved in/f
is and is and
seving jobs/should be their business; job-sharing/should be their

business @&s much as are protecting tne rights of those who are now

their members. I think that in the hard deygs ahead our{ﬁade unions

ere going to have to become very much more activist about the problem
of unemployment - or risk being emasculated by it. Goodnight.



1) Eventide: Who is sccountable
2) Balencing Economic & Sociel Progress

NEWS CONMMENTARY
For broadcaest on Fridey
Ney 14, 1982, 6.10p.m.

Good evening: Public eand private and especielly official reaction

to the latest horror et the Eventide Home tells us & greet deal
ebout the psychological state of the Jemaicen society a2t this time.
And it is & mixture of deep and heertwarming cering and concern and
of political buck-passing, with primitive overtones of wanting to
stone the messenger because he carries bad news., Thet reported call
on Pather Richard Ho-Lung to withdraw copies of his book on Eventide
beceuse it is not in the inferest of the Government for it to be eent
abroad, end the accusation that Father Ho-Lung had publicised the
dreadful business of rats attacking hunert as "a conspiracy to
embarress" the KSAC and the government, ere shameful new lows in
pertisan political responses to & burning sociel issue, The truth
is that the state of Eventide, two yeers after that fire of May 20,
1980, is no better and, is perheps worse today than it was beé@re
that fire, lost of those of us who care have known that for a long
time; and most of us have been silent, pertly not to rock the boat,
partly to give the new government end the new coun¢il a ressomable
chence to get on with the job of making chenges without chaos and
without tension and with as little friction as possible. This
keeping quiet eabout the horrors of Eventide,vaqd about many other
bad things was, I think, @a deliberste and conscious act of self-
restraint so that there should be no repeating of the ugly - abuse
end neme-celling and finger-pointing which accompanied and gave

such a bitter edge to the fasilures and the setbacks of the past,
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So Jemaicens enduré% with relative patikénce, the daily and growing
indignities of a2 bad public tramsport system at its worse, a water
system which wes never quite as bad in the darkest days of 'mis-
management'énd a host of other socisl ills. Essential things, like
water and public transport, are deily needs that must be fulfilled
deily; they cennot be left to aweit the economic turn-—around as
promised in the government's three year recovery progremme. So that
with its strong emphasis
recovery prograomme/EKNSiXNIXKEXAXXENARAZER onkeconomic recovery, must
make shorti%ﬁﬁ'provision for these essential daily needs., If it does
not then whatever economic ppogress we achieve will not necessarily
be reflected in a matching sociasl progress, The brute fact, as former
U.N, Ahbassador Don Mills told a university audience last week is
thet social progress does not necessarily &0 hand in hend with
economic progress. Social progress has to be as carefully am® planned
and then persued
and dele ately decided on/es economic progress, 1t will not just
esponsibility for
heppen° And/it cannot PJust be divested into private hends zs can a
hotel or a suger industry: people, end the basic needs of people are
not that easily divested., We &t this radio station have seen and been
humbled by the extraordinary response of ordinery Jemaicans after
that fire of two years ago. The people knew what was morelly right
end what had to be done, and they did it. It is the politiciens and
theLPerfies who failed the old folk at Eventide; not the ordinery
people of Jemaica, So there is no 'nationel disgrace' involved;
just the shher and disgrece of a politicel system grown callous and
more concerned with its own interests than with the interests of
those itlgzstgnaoéod to serve, In this sense Father kicherd Ho-Lung

is more representative of the caring of the majority of Jamaicens

than are the clever buck-pabolqg‘responses we have hed from the
political esteblishment whi®h\hbs been fouﬂtaerellct o its responsi-
bilities at Lventide & other dssential social services. Goodnight,

\cons



1) Strategic Arms Limitationg Talks
2) The Politics of the Law of The Sea

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcest on liondey
Mey 10, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Aumerican President Konald Reagan's latest call for
talks on nuclear arms reduction, the very odd voting line-up on the
fhiest developments on the

L

Falklends dispute, dominated the international newf over the pest

Law of the Sea Convention, and tae

weekend. And tnese are matters which are as important to us es the
most important purely domestic matter. If a nuclear war were to
break out it would most probably result in a final and deadly
solution to all the world's problems as we know them today; end
there is no way that we, in little Jamaica, would be able to escape
or avoid such a global disaster: those who are not killed outright
will end up dying more slowly as the victims of fadiation sickness,
fire, famine, disease end nassive civil upheavals in a world where
all 01§l order was destroyed. And right now, without adding another

nuclear
single new weapon to their/ersensls %voth the United States and
the Soviet Union each possess enough nuclear firepower to wipe out
each other's major popudatiom centres as well as most of the rest
of mankind., So, for these two superpowers just to sit Adown and
talk about reducing their nuclear weapons is some sort of slender
hope for the world's peoples. So Mr., Reagan's cell for talks to
begin es eerly as next month, and his proposal that both sides
should begin by reduc1ng their nucleer weapons by one-third must

a few weeks back

be as welcOme as was Mr. Brezhnev's announcement/thet the Soviets
were temporarily suspending their nucleear build-up on the borders

of Western Europe, But there are 2 number of gre¥fe difficulties



in the way of any successful talks. To begin with, neither side
trusts the other. But this, in the past and under different Americen
both Democratic and Republicean,
administrations,/did not prevent the series of esrlier and success-
ful SALT agreements which did prevent the runeway nuclear erus
build-up we are now tnreateﬁ? with. Rightly ox wrongly, there is a
perception that the Reagan Administration is not really interested
in eny nuclear arms limitation talks unless they can give America
2 clear nucleer advantage: and this view is not only held by the
Soviets but by some of America's own W&sd?g allies,as well as by
vast numbers of ordinery West Europeans and growing numbers of
ordinery Americen peeple. The communists have of course exploited
this perception, but they neve not created it; that was done by some
of the eerly blustering and threatening talk of the Reagan people
themselves wf heir irresponsible chat about winnable nuclear wars,
and their eppperent under-estimetion of the intelligence of their
opponents, For instance, the Soviet nuclear arsenal is the seme as
the Warsew Pect nuclear srsenal; the American nuclesr arsensl, on the
other hand, is not quite the scme as the NATO alliance's nuclear
earseneal; some of NATO's West European pertners have their own nuclear
Wit Xnand
sthckpiles. So the Soviets are not likely to asgree to a\?umbers geme
which meens they end up being numerically wesker than the NATO
sllience., This is one of the major obstzcles and dangers of this
deanyL?umber§ gale. And for those of us who tqga to see every issue
in terms of thgkggg%;st between cepitelism and communism whet

heppened over the Law of the Sea Convention should be an eye opener:

the 'have' netion“éef the world, irrespective of ideology, genged up

ageinst the 'have-not' nations because they went the lion's share of
the riches of the seabed for themselves. And so the ﬁ%iﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁh ity
on which we have pinned so much hope is in denger of eing[abor éd,

Goodnight,



The 1982/83 Budget Debate:
Some After-thoughts

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
Dn':?y 79 1982, 6olop.m

Good evening: With the 1982%83 Budget debate now behind us, it
night be useful to try and see what broad conclusions can be drawn
end what useful suggestions, if any, caen be made. First there is

R R 7 6 ravhe Ko e
the problem of the long-winded tediousness of the whole exercisg.
We heave had between 24 and 25 hours of almost saturation radio Z;d
television coverage.of speeches by the Prime Minister, spesking
twice, the Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister of Industry for
the government side; and by the Leader of the Opposition and the
Opposition spokesman on Finance° Witn the exception of the cese of
the Ministervof Industry, who was not carried in full on one of. our
two main redio chpannels, listeners and viewers had no choice other
than to watch and listen or else turn the whole thing off. Very few
listeners have FM recegvers, and even fewer can resort to overseas
listening by shortweve rgaio. So most Jamaicans were locked into
what beceme for many an exercise of being taelked intc a bored stupor.
I think it is important for these key speeches to be carried live;
it is, after all, & once-a-year exercise of national importence. So
let them be carried as they now ere, on television; but let the two
main radio chennels do the kind of alternating coverage which they
do for cricket; This way, all the main spéeches would still be heard
by all who want to hear them; the only difference is that they would

have to switch from mBe mein chennel to the other at either half-

hourly or hourly intervals. This would afford redio liiterners at

least that freedom of choice they are now denied at Budget time il
; d

it would do so without depriving our policiticans of the massive
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redic and television exposure which seems to give them such & 'high'.
Alsernatively, they cen agree to limit all these speeches to a maxi-
mum of, say, two-and-a-half-hours apiece and continue the kind of
electronic.

/ exposure they now have. Next, there is the matter of the real point
of these debetes., Surely, when all the clever point—sooring’andfﬁhe
smart verbal sword-play, and all the dazzling with numbers sare over,
the bottom-line question must be whether the citigens of the country
heve a better and clearer understanding of the state of the country's
effairs than they did before the debate. i am not sure that in this
specific sense this year's debate was a success., Apart from
political point-scoring does it really matter how far shead of
terget, or how far behind target, we are, ebpec1gYm1_ when our
politicians cannot even agree on what meabuni_they are to agree”
Peragraph 4 of the IEconomic Policy Memorandum which accompenied the
I.M.F. Agreement said, and I quote:"It will take at least three years
to get the economy beck on a path &6 self-sustaining growth, With%he
plant and equipment now in place, real growth of 3percent can be’
achieved in FY 1981/82." Well, 2% is not the projected 3%, but it is
growth nonetheless: behind target to be sure, but growth all the seme

the growhh
All the fuss is becesuse the one side wants to exeggarate/while the
other side wants to downplay it: good for partisan politics, perhaps
but not for clerity end understanding. I think we want neither over-

not over-pessimistic

optimistic/prajeztisnsxrax projections as much as we want the
unvarnished truth. And we look to the government for this first and
foremost beceuse it is the government naw. Blaming all setbacks and
failings on what happened in the past or else on sabotage is a thing
of diminShing returns. It will not help improve our present uneasy

L‘MM— St~
industrial relations, The electorate hes already made 1tstgudgement

on whet happened in the paste 1t did not for long Euy oversell then;

it will not L |
for long buy oversel]l POW; end it does want the truth,
Goodnight,



The Felkglends Crisis:
The Geopolitimal Line-up

NEWS COMMENTIARY
For dbroadcast on Monday
Mey 3, 1982, 6.,10p.m
Good evening: The Falk&ands Islands crisis continues to dominate the
international news, with limited eir and sea battles in the area, and
with the political power groupings in the world lining up behind .= the
one sidd or the other. And it is this lining up of-the world power
groupings which could, unlesé very.carefully managéd% widen the
present limited fighting. So lét us exemQEZifhe liniég up and its
implications. The Americans have now come out clearly on Britain's
side 2nd have offered all kinds of help short of sctually takingv part
in the fighting. The Soviets who began by absteining in the U.N.
Security Council vote i?;igril shortly after Argentina's,invaéion
and occupation of the Falklends, now seem to be moving toward outright
support of Argentina; and so is the People's Re@ublic of China,
which also abstained in that vote, Japan, on the otheb hand, has
followed the EEC countries and theAUnited States in imposing sactions
on Argentina, And Cuba a couple of days ago announced that it was
ready to support Argéntina with all means necessary and called on the
rest of Latin Americe to do the same, So it begins to looklés though
the major communist forces in the world mey end ap supporting the
Argentine dictatorship onm the very-dubious ground,.in Qubaéiwﬁgse/ at
Latin American
least, of hemispheric/solidarity against so-called externalLaggress-
ion. The Cubans éppear to have forgottén“tha% most of these same
Latin American dictatorships were lined up agaimst them when they

faced threats of aggression from the United States. Another factor

the Cubans seemed to have either ignored or forgotten is that by

supporting the Argentine aggression in the Falklangg they beiy mam)
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the way for others to resort to the use of force in the settling of
territorial disputes. If the Argentine adventure succeeds it will
open the wdy for Venezuela to settle its territorial dispute with
Guyana by foreibly occupying the disputed territory; it will open
the way for Guatamela to forecibly occupy large chunks of Belize,
; the ondy
And in a world where might is considere@/righ@fit will, ultimately,
open the way for the United States to settle its political differencg
So this is a dangerous direction to go.
with Cuba by the use of naked force./ But wh®t of the question of
colonialism which the Argentines have invoked? It seems to me that
the only valid pOint here is the fact of proximity. There are no
is
colonised Argentinians in the Faaklands, so while there/mzyxke a
territorial dispute there is no anti-colohial struggle and it is
fraudulent to attempt to invoke the spirit of anki-colonislism in
: legeias
what is in fact an extreme rightwing Letin American kegurgesis
expansionist :
bourgeois/ mxpamixt territorial drive to distrect attention from
acute internal problems. And this territorial matter could and should
have been settled without that April 2nd invasion by Argentina,
While anti-colonialists can understand the Cuban desire; however
misguided they think it, to show Letin-American solidarity, there
is no such underspanding of the Soviet and Chinese positions.
Argentina js mneo-fascist, racist and very close to South Africa: by
) ) a prregon
comparisen Britain is/pasmrgon of socielist virtue. To support Argent-
ine just because 'the other side!' is opposed to 1t is to indulge in
the kind of political opportunism which has; over the years, brought
both Soviet and Chinese communism into doubt and disrepute as social
' Row- AL
and moral alternatives to Western capitalism among very manyi?hird
Wordd leaders and their peoples. The Falklands crisis has weakened

“ tr Fedelowds erimic
the American position in Letin America: ¥T has also weakened the Sovie
;bhlnese, end the general copmBnist position in the Third World.,
Goodnight,



The 1982/83 Budget Debate (2):
a) The D=ngers of the Numbebs Game
b) oquanderlng the People‘s Goodw1ll

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
April 30, 1982, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: The E982/83 Bi¥dget Debate continued in Parliament

rougghly
this week with speeches from Mr., Seymour Mullings, who spoke for
five hours as Mr. Seaga had done last week; Mr., Douglas Vaz, who
spoke for roughly four hours (or half of an eight-hour working day);

about
and, yesterday, Mr, Michael Manley, who also spoke for/four hours,
So, speaking time in this year's Budget debate adds up to eighteen
hours so far, and it don't done yet. Was the substance of what was
said really worth all that amount of time? I think the politicians
party diehard fanatics
widl s9y yes but I am equally sure that most ordinary people will
and most worrying

say no. Anywsy, one of the most striking/things to come out of the
debate thus far, for me at ieast, is the serious denger of the
destruction of public confidence by the way in which the politicians
are playing the political numbers game., Last week Mr., Seaga used
numbers to show how well the economy had performed in 1981; yesterday
Mr; Manley used numbers to challenge that claim end to show that
the econdmy had not performed all that well in 1981, Most people
just do not have all the information necessary to sort out the facts
from the'self—serving.political fiction in this confusing and conflic
-¥ing out pouring of numbers, It is like blinding the people with
numbers; and that, in the long run, may turn out fo be not such 2
smart political move after all. Most people want to feel yhatkheir

leaders are telling them the truth, especially about as important a

matter as the true state of their national economy; they do not want

to be blinded and confused by the numbers. If they cannot believe in



the truth of what their leaders tell them, theie will be 2 massive
a » . »
loss of confidence followed by/general mistrust, which would create

just about the worst social 2nd political climate possible for any
effort to really move the country forward. In free and open societies
is dependant P
progress/kepemds much more/on public confidence in national leedershi
than it is in dictatorships and closed societies. And not telling
the people all the'truth, all the time, or using numbers to blind
and confuse them inevitably leads to loss of public confidZence, It
does not really matter what the motives are, when people feel they
have been misinfOrmed or misled, they lose confidence and refuse to
believe anything the next time around, even the truth, This is the
danger. And youﬁknow something, I think that this government hEZ?n,
up to now, and it may sttll be, in the unique position of being
able to teli the Jomaiean people the unvarnished truth about the
Jemaican economy and still be sure of public support: the people,
irrespective of party, want the economy turned around; they want the
govefnment's economic policies to succeed, for Jamaica's sake, It
reminds me a bit of 1973, after the energy crisss first hit us; all
/Oﬁeggizans were willing to make any sacrifice to deal with the crisis.
The government of the day sddundered that massgzg}égodwill and
willingness to sacrifice in political showmanship, Thet may have been
' the first, almost imperceptible turning pointg, in the fortunes of
that government. Like all parties in power?Zit’éeemed to forget that
the electorate reserves the right to change its mind??gt behaved as

small
though it were in power forever., There a-e/ijfos of the same sort of

thing developing now;{ careless comte fé& one govern

~ent Minister % tellpas there is no drug shorfzge and £e+ another

D e ————w
b€ tell us the drug shortage will soon end® 3
W Mackn anlet sewme yomy M@KJF WQM

I thought Mr, ‘Seymour Mullings: came ne2rést to'levedding with the &

Jemeicen people in thie week's segment of the debate. And the

best in both short




The Falklend Crisis:
Britain Retakes South Georgia -
What are the Implications?

NEWW COMMENTARY
For broadeast on londay
April 26, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening:. What has up to now been called the Falklands crisis
British
appears to be moving to a climax. Yesterday,/Rritkx forces stormed
and re-took the Falklands Dependency of South Georgia, which
Argentine forces had occupied shortly after their invasion of the
a little over ,
Falklands/three weeks ago., Reports are that it took the British
something over two hours to regain control of South Georgia and
raise the British flag once more., In the process they damaged an
Argentine submarine so badly that it had to be scuttled, and they
took 200 Argentine prisoners., Long after the British séid they had
and the Argentine soldiers there had surrendered,
retaken South Georgia/the Argentine Government continued issuing
commugiques which reported fierce fighting and heroic resistance,
The trouble with this kind of misleading information is that when
the people finally find out the truth of what happened they are
likely to turn against those who hagemisinformed them, whether the
misinformation was deliberate or not. Anyway, South Georgia is now
firmly in British hands and will be used as a British forgyard base
milisary
and stagingimg area for further/operations, if the diplomatic effort
of the U.S. continue to bear ho fruit, To get some idea of the size -
of South Georgia, think of a land area only slightly less than
Trinidad without Tobago; or, if you prefer, an area a little over
eight times the size of Barbados. The big differﬁ%é is that the

weather 1s flercely cold with mountains permanently covered in ice

and snow and bitter winter storms: whnter there is when it is summer

Xkex here; y S0 what—

and winter there is fast approaching right now

ever the British have to do, whether to settle in their troops for
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a long blockage of the Flaklandy or to build up their forces for
a massive assault, they heve to move fairly quickly. This, I suspect
is one reason why they did not put off the;iaking of South Georgia
until today's meeting of the OAS ianashingtonoLgow there can be
no doubt anywhere in Latin America about Britain's determination to
end the Argentine occupatioh, which the U,N, Security Council has
itself condsmbded as the real act of ag%ession° For the OAS to try
and brand Britain the aggressor at today's meeting would be to go
counter fo that Security Cguncil resolution as well as to go counter
tothe Unted Nations Charter}ﬁiiig says that any country cam defend
its occupied territory without declaring war and without being
branded the aggressor, I expect 2 majority in the OAS to condemn
Britain; I do not expect many, if any, Latin American countries to
go to war on behalf of Argentina., But what if some are foolhardy
enough to do s0? It is clear now that the Reagan administration
cannot for much longer sustain its so-called 'evenhended' attitude
over this matter: the American people, as well as its own global
geopolitical interests just will not allow it. So America will do
everything in its power to ensure little or no military backing for
Argentina., Indeed, if the Argentines persist in ignoring the Securit;
Council call to withdraw as a pre-condition for renewed negotiation:
over the Falklands, probably under U.N. auspices, America will be
forced, in any stepped up fighting, to side with the British. This
would certainly ﬁ%h up the current Reagan policy in Latin America
generally, and in particular the policy of using the Argentines as
part of a concerted drive to destroy the political left in Central

America; but it would keep intact, and probably strengthen the -g

happensy,abd better to lose influence among the small ban

than inLEurope and the rest of the world. Th i &
] : ; . e reglly t k : 3
to keep whatever fighting there is localised andﬁnog—nﬁéiegr?aggoégig

NATO alliance. So the U.S. is bound to lose influence, whg%ﬁy :
of glcfag



L982/83 Budget Debate Opens

NEW COMMENTARY

For brosdcast on Friday

April 23, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: Prime Minister Seaga's opening speech in the 1982/83

Budget Debate was a most interesting and, at times, impressive

combination of hardnosed fiscal end economic realism, attempts at

daring new ways of tackling old social problems, some important
bazeaucratic

social and/ismgiskzxixz adjustments, some upbeat projections and

forecasts, some partisan politicking, all ending with a kind of

mbral crusader's fervour. It was long, running to nearly five hours

live and _

which was carried/in full on both radio stations and on television.

I suspect that in the end the very length of the speech tended to

detract somewhat from its impact. After about an hour or an hour—and-

most

a~half/tke listeners' or viewers' concentration begins to flag;

attention is not as sharply focussed; sometimes the mind grows numb

and hears the words without taking them in. Teachers and university

(78 ?M&»%qﬂ-«m o T

lecturers know all aboutl¢hksa which is why the best teachers are

not very long-winded. It is a particular problem with politicians

of both parties who tended to behave as though more is better. Now

that all the main speakers in our Budget debates are given total

and saturation coverage by the electronic media it might be wise

for those speakers to arrive at some sort of understanding among

themselves to try and avoid verbal overkill. Surely they do not

want to talk until people stop listening; or turn them off, or jaust

L i

Vfegk out', Anyway, I found some of the hummn and social concerns

welcome,

behind the numbers most/imkexEstimg Raising the monthly amount to

all government pensioners to a minimum of $100 per month is parti-

cularly important. I think we need to point out that this does not



pensions
apply to N.I.S. pensioners, even though these/are also paid by the

government: it applies only to peopleLhad been government servants
and who had retired on pension from the government service., 5o,
please, no need for unnecessary confusion or false hopes here. The
new minimum $100 a month (not a week) is only for retired government
servants who are on government pension. Then there is the Human
Employment offer relief
Resewxzz and Resource Training Plan which will/mse straight tax/rEX
incentives to employers who take part in the scheme. The concept is
exciting and could be one importent answer to the hard problem of
those of our young people who finish secondary school and then find
that there are no jobs for them. Youth unemployment is critical
and I hope this scheme will succeed and help to ease it. I hope, too,
and structural
that somewhere in the taxation/adjustments that were mentioned, some
attention will be paid to what has long struck me as an odd and
gross piece of unfairness which amounts almost to an injustice., I
am thinking of an aspect of the National Housing Trust which is
financed by compulsory payroll deductions, There are peopke paying
National Housing Trust whose incomes are below the miniumum/iiggi;
set by the Trust for particppation in its allotments: in other words,
they pay into the Trust but the level of their income disqualifies
them from eny benefit., This, I think, is the economic variation of
taxation without representation. I think it is wrong, morally wrong,
or any low paid worker
for an office maid or a messenger/to have to contribute to the build-
ing of himes for peopge in higher income brackets from which they
themselves are disqualified. Let the minimum income set by the Trust
for perticipation in its schemes be the level at which N.HT. deductior
are made, Stop the inequity of building houses for the better off
with the money of the poor whose low incomefis used to disqualitfy
them. That, I suggest, is one direction for any new morality,

Goodnight,



1) Upsurge in Gun Killings
2) Falklands Crisis: America's Dilemma
3) Zimbabwe: 2nd Anniversary

NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broadcast on Monday

April 19, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: Seven people, among them a policeman and a woman
Crown witness in a murder case, were killed over this past weekend,
On Tuesday of last week six people, a mother and her three children
and their two friends were killed in the Wareika area. These were
reportedly gun killings: a total of 18 gun killings in the space

of roughly six days, This is a depressing upsurge in a trend we

had hoped was going down., And just as depressing are some of the
more important responses from the society to these gun-killings.,

It is relatively simple when gunmen and gamgsters are killed by the
police in shoot-outs: we would want to back the police in all such
cases; but there are disturbigg doubts because we are not always su#
that we are being told the whole truth about all thesé shoot-outs.
Perhaps the best way to deal with these disturbing and growing
doubts and worries would be for there to be special legald machinery
set up, within the Department of the DPP, for quick, autometic
inquiring into ®ll such reports of shoot-outs, and, indded into all
cases/giigzxx guilty or wanted persons are killed instead of being
brought before the courts. At present the time?gap between any such
killing and an inguest is far too long. And it is not good for the

and psichologlcal : this sense
social/health of the 3001ety thet/%REEE of unease about these

killings should continue to fester, It undermines public confidence
in the rule of law
/ and it feeds the impulge to lawlessness, especially smong the

ghetto youth. And how can we expect any future witness to murder
from, say, Moonlight City to come forward and tell what he or she

saw and heard after the killing of that Crown witness? Then there
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are the problewé'creéted by our social end political culture which
invests some lives with more value than others., The killing of a
pabty political activist usually pggg%k2%7aoﬁe§%£ep8¥t¥ighteous
indignation and deménd&for justice which are sadly lacking if the
killed person is from the opposing paerty or is of no known political
taking of the
connection. The/lives of ghetto youth rarely ruffleg the upper
sections of the society in the way the taking of the life of one
middleclass youth from a well-known family would. And it seems to
me that as long as we kax® ignore, or play down, or gloss over these
forces which are at work in the society, we will go on having the
kind of gun killings of this past weekend, no natter how much we
scream terrorist and subversion or howafjch we'syend on security,
There .are profound socio-political, legal |{and straight human rights
aspects to security which we ignore at our collective peril. On the
international scene the American dilemma deepens as the showdown
between Britain and Argentina draws closer, I1f NMr., Haig cannot come
up with something acceptable America wildl soon have to choosée sides
if fighting breaks out, no matter on how limited a scale,.If she
sides with Britain her entire Latin American policy will collapse in
a shambles; if she sides with Argentina she might as well fdrget all
about NATO and the Western allience; if she tries to stay neutral in
any such fighting, she might as well forget about world leadership,
for neither Lurope nor ILatin America will pdace much store on that
leadership and the Soviets would want to step into the wvacuum, Which
is why the Soviets are now trying to meke mischief over the Falklands.
That is the Americen dilemma and why Mr., Haig is trying so desperately
for a_peaceful settlement, And finally and briefly, Zimbabwe celebrat-

ed- the 2nd anniversary of its independerice yesterday with an impressy

10% per annum growth rate, the promise of Still higher minimum wage

rates and a freeze on rents and i H /hi
‘ : , prices; all of which speak loud
than the loudest political rhketoric, éoodnightq 3 S



1) A Question of Soé?éignty:
The Bajan Example

AR~ T

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Friday
April 16, 1982, 6.10p.m

past ten days or so
Gpod evening: Barbados th¥{/wzegk became, for many of us, a kind

of symbol of people .determinedly holding on to their national

sovereigﬁgg&o The Barbados Advocate-News was the first to make

public what it described as the 'obnoxious behaviour' toward

local journalists of the security men who looked after President

Reagan during his recent Caribbean visit. In Jamaica there had

been some angry and at times bitter talk about the same thing, but
in private and

it had been/confined to Jamaican jourmalists mnd the few non-

journalists who had witnessed what happened., But until Joy Scott's

publicly
column in this morning's Daily News, we have behaved/as though

nothing bad had happened, There was no news report, no editorial
comment to hint ai any ‘'obnoxious behaviour', Only that picture of
RJR's Lester Hinds' tape-recorder being examined by an American
security man while other Jamaicens waited-their turn to be =so0
examined, And that, by itself, was no big thing, except for the
fact that a foreign agent, albeit on a very special occasion, was
*frisking' Jemaican journalists in their own native Jaemaica,

Now, I frankly do not think that the main burden of the criticism
should be directed at the American security meny however much we
may deplore their bad manners and the racism reportedly shown by
some of them; bad manners and racism are not exclhsive to Americans
only; we have our own fair share; The point is that this is Jemaica,

not America. And regard and reppect for Jamaicen sensibilities is

one importent way of showing respect for Jamaican sovereignty, One
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of the key responsibilities of those in charge of Jemaican affairs
is to ensure that éﬁi our 3§§itors, no matter how importent or how
humble, at all times show respect for that sovereignty. For instance
were those American security men briefed on the Jamaiean media?
Were they given any guidelines on how to deal with Jamaican
journalists? During bthe 'friskings' which are necessary for
security purpoees, did they have standing beside them as the Jamaica
symbol of authority, 2 Jamaican security mam or a Jeamaican govern-
ment media official? In these small ways, in our own interest as
well es in the intefest of the visitors, some of the ugliness,
some of the 'obnoxious behaviaour' could have been removed from
whet was in most othér respect5a highly successful occasion. Those
of us who ere not ideological fanatics of either the political
right-wing or the political leftwing, those of us who are not
want to avodd

JLP or PNP zealots, naturally/saxmmixwamx doing or saying anything
thet might disturb the present good relations between Jamaica
House and the American White House; Jamsica's ecgnomjc ospects

.  Hes "‘*"*‘Lc'*"*']p‘i»&&~ ' %
ride on those good relations.]Perhaps this is why we left it %o

thé Barbedos Advocate-News to bring this unpleasant agpect of the

Reagan visit to public attention., We, after all, do have so much morc
préeisely
to los¥e/beczuse we have so much more to gain. But is that really

all of it? I still remember how in the very first flush of the
1980 electoral lendslide victory, a press conference for foreign
journalists at Jamaica House was only opened to Jocal journalists

after bitter protest. We cannot and we must not expect others to
which

show more respect and regard for our own Jamaican institutions/than

are the visible

wEXizxzursEiyes symbols of Jameican sovereignty, than we do ourﬁe%ves

This week's Bajan example mede me wonder if we,really[be&ts:a::n

’\ o
Jemaican netional soverkignty, or is it all a matter of dollars &
cents? Goodnight,



1) Falklands update: An American Dilemms
2) Dangers of Political Demonology

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

April 12, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: And I hope you have had a very happy and peaceful

Easter weekend., For those of us who live up in the hills it was

dry and parched with little or no water most of the time; trees

quailled, grass shrivelled and turned brown; young plants withered

and died; seedlimgs did not germinate; hillside land looked bare

and bleak; and tgggdriving wind made this woree., Small peasant

farmers endured the brunt of all this with stoicism and kept on

nursing and planffznd hoping and praying thét rain would come, It

was a particularly hard Easter for the small farmers up in- the hills

this year., We must hope the rain will soom come. The pélitical

world outside seemed no less bleak this Easter., The Falklands crisis

continues to dominate the news, with American Secretary of State

Haig npw beck in London from Argentina with so far undisclosed new

ideas for solving the crisis, But it has been let out that the

Argentines would be prepared to settle for talks if their forcdes

of occupation are replaced by a peace-keeping force of U.S. and

Latin Amerigan soldiers and their flag was allowed to continue to

fly over the Felklands. This is a very tricky Argentine move which,
a kind of

if the British were to accept it, would amount to/reeognition of

the validity of thé Argentine claim to the Falklands, I cannot

nysedf see the British egreeing to this flag busimess; and I am sure

Mr. Haig could have had no illusion that the British would agree.

S@ there has to be something else, some fall-back position which
would allow the Argentines to withdraw without tog great a loss of

'face'. Perhaps the flag thing will be dropped - if Britain agrees



to some so-called neutral force being stationed on the Falklands,

In thet event the flag thingg would have been a useful headline

grabbing sfalking—horse, and .by dropping it the Argentines could

appear to be 'reasonable'! and willing to compromise., Hitler, some

of you may remember, was the one who developed the techniqueg of

grabbing other people's lands and then making 'reasonable' demands.

HoweverAthis matter is finally worked out, and the Argentines sound

less belicose. then they did last week, a very important American

interest is also at stake though not much is being said about it,

Since the second world war Britain has been the U.,S.'s closest,

most loyal and most dependable ally. She has backed and defended

American policies and positions even when she doubted the wisdom

of some U.S:; positions, Indeed, the great Charles DeGaulle kept

Britain out of the Eu¥opean Common M%ket for a long time precisely

because he was convinced that Britain's first loyalty was, and would

continue to be to the United States, rather than to Europe. But what

if that loyalty is seen not to be recaprocated? Mr. Haig was repor t-

ed as saying the Americans are not taking sides but rather?i?ymng

to settle a dispute between two of/giiiﬁriendso Does it matter that

in the wrong and is

one of the 'friends' is/a harsh military dictatorship which heas

resort to the use of force and the other is the oldest and still
What does seem

one of the most liberal democracies in the world?/Immsxitxxattzx

to be a reesonable

trzixtkzExgme assumption is that the British may not, after this

affair,be quite as 'blindly' loyal to their American ally as they

have been in the past, and that may turn out to be not in America's

best long-term interest, I suspect that one reason for this is the

current AmericanLindulgence in a kind of political demonology. The
oommunists are the demopn® Who must be driven owt;, wherever they ag
l Ee Aﬁgentlnes will help to drive outu}h demons in Central Americg
/\ e price of this brand of demonology comes very high indeed.,
wa Goodnight, )



The Falkland Islands (Crisis

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
April 5, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: Britain's Foreign Secretéry, Lord Cerrington, resigned
from Mrs., Margaret Thatcher's government earlier today because of
Argentina's invasion and dccupation of the British Falkland Islends
last Friday., Britain had sustained a humiliating setback and some
political heads had to roll. So Carrington went and, with him, two
other lesser figures on the political side of the Foreign Office,

But why not also Mrs. Thatcher? After all, she bears overall politics
respbnsibility for the management of British affaifs, both at home
and abroad; so why not her? The main reason, I think, is that her
resignation would have precipitated a c¢rigis of a different and
larger dimension for Britain, There is no one within the British
Conservative Party at present of such stature and authority as to be
able to easily and quickly také over the Prime Ministership,as was
the case when Winston Churchill took over the wartime Prime Minister-
ship from Newilde Chamberlain in 1940, So lire, Thatcher has to stay
and Carrington, her key non-elected senior Cablnet Minlster had to

naval
go; but only after the British/Task Force had been 8ssembled and

&Eﬁ already on its way to the Falkland ??TZQ&%?OTﬁigﬂha o matter
what happened insid@ Britain, the podlitical and military signals to
the outside world were clear and unambiguous. Britein would repossess
the occupied Falklénd Islands by force if necessary; and Argentina
would héve all 6f a fortnight &€ steadily mounting psychelogical

all
pressure im which to consider/the likely consequences of last Friday's

&(IM«.&ZD{’% C’M&—\’
forceful occupation, Unger the United Nations e Brltaln[can

defend its occupied territory without declaring war and without
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being branded the aggressor, Indeed, the U.,N. Security Council was
already behind Britain in having over the weekend called on
Argentina,to.abandon its occupation. The Argentine's military rulers
were bitterly disappointed when no-one among the Permanent Members
vetoed that Security Council resolution; for some reason best known
to themselves they seemed to have assumed that the Soviet Union would
casé??z;eto; instead, Eoth the Sovagts .and China abstained. So now
Argentina has called for an urgent meeting of the Organisation of
Americaen States, and it would be interesting to see how the 0AS
responds to what the UN Securtyyy Council has, in effect, already
condemned as an act of aggression by Argentina, But why has Argentin

dangerously

taken this/reckless gamble at this time? The Falklands consists of
some 200 islands whose combined land aree. totals 4,618 square miles,
which is a little larger than Jamaica's land area. The present
populatlon\ is between 1,800 and 2,000 people all of British descent

M V\oé"u

whose ancestors went to the 1slands from the United Kingdom more

r

than- 150 years .ago.:- There %pe not/and there never has been)an
indigenous native population from Argentina or anywhere else; so the
sheep farming and cattle raising descendants of the British are the
only Falklenders; and they are determinddly British in allegience,
The French first established a colony there in 1764; the British
established their first settlement their in 1766, In 1767 the French
sold their settlement to Spain for akout 24,000 pounds sterling., The
Spa*nlsh expelled the British settlers in 1770, and this nearly led
to % war between Brltaln and Spain but the matter was finally settled

by Begotiation and the Spanish 'repudiated their violent enterpriset

and returned the settlement to the British., When Argentina became

inddeendent of Spain in 1816 it claimed the Falklands®S Part of its

territory even thqQugh the British h?d.yien h? € nuc ]ﬁ;;tian!
even the SpanierdsSs lh§%°18 e %a&&gro to to ay's Tuclear Eée
crisis. And the't, nlg g we are, %?reful is=how. nuclear war may, SR



1) Cericom & Reagan Plan
2) Central American Update
3) The Problem of Inflating Expectations

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
April 2, 1982, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The Foreign Ministers of the members states of the
Caribbean Community, Caricom, met in Bel;ze over the past couple
of days to talk mainly about American President Ronald Reagan's
recently announced proposals of assistance to Central America and
the Caribbean., In the event, the Caricom Foreign Ministers welcomed
the Reagan proposals, albeit with some serious reservations., They
were not happy that the Reasgan Plan hsdé no specific proposals for
support to such inter-government institutions as the Caribbean
Development Bank or, indeed, Caricom itself, And they did not feel
that the proposed level of development assistance for both the more
developed as well as the less developed Caricom cougtries was
infra-structural
sufficiently large to leay the/basis for increased private sector
activity, But they did think that, a2ll these shortcomings nothiith-
standing, the Reagan Plan would make a positive contribution %o
development in the region., This is not, of course, the same fulsome-—
ness with which Jamaica's Prime Minister welcomed the Reagan Plan
when it was first announced. And I think the reason is understandable.
If you look at the breakdown of the additiongiséid of $350-million
for the current financial year you will see that while El1 Sal¥ador
was to received $128-million, Costa Rica (with a population roughly
the same size as Jamaica) $70-million, Jemaica $50-million, Honduras

(population over 3 million) $35-million, the Eastern Caribbean will

share the sum of $10-million, If you include Trinidad and Tobago
English-speaking

e/Eastern PR then you come up with

and Guyena in s tally of th

& population of just a little over 3-million people residing in
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some eleven terri%orieﬂg having to share $10-million out of that
additional aid. And that avergges out at something less than a
million dollars apiece. It is an indication of a maturing realism
thaf the Eastern Caribbeen members of Caricom have not sdreamed
and shouted at the obvious inequities of the aid package, It is,
after all, America's money and aid to give or to withold, depending
on what is important to America and on her perception of her own
interests, For instance, the Dominicen Republic with .some five
million people also gets only $10-million of the additional aid;
there are no guerilles in the Dominicen Republic &nd Juan Bosch's
socialists have long since been subdued., Which brings us to the
question of what happens now in El Salvador - and indeed in all of

following

Central America - after the rightwing victory/im last Sunday's
elections. The Americens are now scrambling desperately to salawge
what they can of the Duarte land reform and human rights programmes
which they used as justification to the American people for their
aid to E1l Selvador, If ‘the now elecgrally legintimeéded rightist
leaders can be persuaged to at least pay lip—service to those
programmes the aid to El Salvador and the war against the left
could be continued, If not, the chaos may spread and the alternative
may be an American 'adventure' in Nicaragua. There are already some
disturbing reports of the possibility of such an 'adventure'.
And looking inward at our own domestic affairs, there is a strggely
contradietory mood abroad in the land, On the one hand we are told
how well things are going: tourism is booming; investment figures
sound good and make big headlines; Jjob prospects are growing; prices

are being held and goods are on the shelves, On the other handa

there is a mood of depression and frustration® Lftfe ig diffieudt and

is getting more difficult for very, very many people® Somehow our

leaders must strike a balance between their optimism and the spreadin
mood of frustration, Goodnight. 4



El Salvador: What Now?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on lMonday
March 29, 1982, 6olopom

Good evening: Two things stand out sharply and clearly about yester-
day's voting in El Seslvador., The first is the unexpedtedly large
turn-out of voters which seems to have surprised even $he most
fervent supporters of yesterday's electoral process. The American
Ambassador to El Salvador, Mr. Deane Hinton, could hardly contain
El Salvador-U.S. hook-up

his excitement at the size of the turnout in early morning/inter-
views with American newsmen and women; he sa2id it would not surpriség
him if the final tally showd a ¥ater turnout of somewkere in the
region of 600,000,  But in order to get this business of numbers into
some sort of perspective we need to remember that El Salvador hass a
population}of'soméwhere in the region of five million people, of
which only some one million, or one-~fifth of the population are

half a million or
reportedly eligible to vote. So really, the turn-out if it is/fifty

eligible :

pe cent of the/voters would be just one half of one-fifth of the
people of El Salvador. If you contrast this with oungyzst general
election in which roughly one million people out of a population of
2,2-million x=mpi® went to the polds you will get a2 clesrer perspect—
ive about the numbers involved, Really, whether it was half a million
or 600,000, it was a comparatively small minority of El1l Salvador's
total population which took part in yesterdgy's voting. The turnoput
was low, but expectattions weee for an even lower turnout, hence the
present excitement, In this sense the Reagan poliéy with its insist-

&
encelthese elections has succeeded., Whatever the numbers, the new

government, when it is formed, will have the legitimacy of having
come to power by way of the ballot rather than the bullet, even though

A
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i e Latlt Bres war wahessd .

the ballot was influenced by the bullet) And most of those who
risked the violence of the bullet to cast their votes, voted because
they were told that they were voting for peace and for an end to
the violence, The coalition of leftwing groups which boycotted the
eleifiﬁns muﬁiu??&m$ tig?égfii%ZZZtizfﬂﬁﬁi elections have taken
placiﬁ And this brings us to the second importent point, which is
the strong showing made by xk® an ultra-rightwing group headed by
a former National Guerd Major, Roberto d'Aubuisson, whan the former
American Ambassador to El Salvador during the Carter administration
/hggscribed as a 'psychotic killer', This group have received the
second largest number of Vote%after Duarte's Christien Democrats,
If the final count does not give Duarte's party an absolute majority
then d'Aubuisson is almost certain to put together a #£arsright
neo-fascist coalition to control the Constituent Assembly and the
later Presidential elections to come., In that event, American policy
for Central America will be reduced to an utter shambles, for such
a new rightwing dictatorship would in fact have the electoral
legitimacy which Washington has so painstakingly labour to bring
gbout on behalf of Duartefts civilien Christian Democratic coalition,
If Duarte does get en absolute majoriyyy then d'Aubuisson will be
the powerful rightwing opposition leader who will try to frustrate
even the likewarm efforts at social reform, at human rights, and
at coming to terms with the socialists., The one over-riding point
about Duarte gaining power is that it would/g:ze the Americans the
time and the breathing space to mount the type of economic programme
which can and exploitation
%¥g/eliminate the poverty /whlcﬁare at the root of Central American
unrest, For it is poverty and exploitation, not ideological duppies
which are the real enemies of peace and stability in Central America

And on that the votes are not yet in., Goodnight,



lg The Utilities & Crisis Management
2) Central America Update

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Friday
March 26, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The water crisis, this week, as for very many previous

weeks, continues to be a main topic of local concern. The drought

has made it worse. Larger and larger numbers of people are spending

more and more of their time either hanting for water or waiting for

water, Some have %o be awike in the middle of the night or in the

early hours of the morning in order to catch the trickle in their

pipes and thas store some water for the rest of the dayo Others

have to traveld distances to where they can find watera%02203£ who

live in the higher reaches of the hills of St. Andrew have not had

a drop of watep coming through their pipes for at least all of

this week, If they have tanks things are not too/ bad; if they don't

but have cars they can aliays find some water with comparative ease,

The real hardship is on those who have neither tanks nor car? fkFor

them the scramble to find a little water for cooking and cleaning

before going to work, and then the scramble for transport to get to

work on time, are desperate enough. %his desperation is made worse

costly ¢+

by anxieties about whether their/cherished applsances would still

be in working order when they get home from work: one or two power

outages, followed by one or %xgjgurgea could burn out those

appliances, and there/;:x no way they can cleim for suech damage,

And this state of crisis in our utilities, and this mood of being

in a crisis situation by those who use thesé utilities, is not conduc
greater

-ive to the/productivity and the greater efficieﬁ? we all say we need

if the economy is to be turned arounds Far too many people gi;
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much time and energy
far too/dxxsy scrambling for essential necessities to be as productive
as they could or should be. And given this reality, the vol&tality
on the industrial relations scene becomes all too understandable,
Now, the gbvernment has worked out and made public some of its
broad strategies for dealing with the crisis in the utilities., There
are longterm plans . ‘
IXZRIXZARAXRANER for light and power and water and we expect to hear
about public transport before too long, But while thewe longterm
plans are being put in place the need for short-term crisis manage-
ment is acute, The public service company is not doing too badly at
short—term ! )

/ erisis management., Generally speaking its power cuts are as rational
and equitable as possible and it does keep the people informed most
of the time., The same cannot be said as yet for either water or
public transport. If there is some pattern or plan to try and

now available
distribute the scarce water/wmxkaxg so that everybody, including the
5 a reasonably '
poor, will get/mixkmasx fair share, that plan has not been made
public. And the chaos in public tramsport has been going on for far
too long., The JLP slogan, Change without Chaos, is a2 challenge to
this government to provide the nation with better short-~term crisis
management in our water and our public transport than we are now
seeing. Blame the crisis on Manley if you will, But you are in power
now: and managing the crisis is your responsibility. Everything:
our hosting of the Seabed Authority, the investment we want to
. thé continued expansion of tourism
attract, the increased productibity we want,/all depend on the
provision of sound and adequate utilities, both now and in the future
So short-term erssis management must go hand-in-hand with longterm
forward planning. The one will not succeed without the other,

And finally, and briefly, elections are being held in El1 Salvador

yhis weekend in the context of a raging civil war; a military coup

h;s Just overthrown the government in Guatamala;Nicaragua told the
1t fearg a U.S, invasion; and Mr, Heig ssvs America wil

%o %ne ief%lsts of Cuba,Nicéragua and ELgSali[/adorl'° So the %x%&gsggék
Central American pot continues to boil, Goodnight,



The Anatomy of A Social Contract

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
March 22, 1982, 6.,10p.m,

Good evening: Mr. Carlton Alexander, the chairman of Grace Kennedy
Ltd., and one of the most enlightened and progressive employers on
the entire Jamaican scene, over this past weekend called for 'some
form of social contract' to stem the rising tide of industrial
action which is currently plaguing the Jamaican economy. Mr, Alexandé
said that without some such 'social contract' mechanism in the
industrial relations arena the country will not be able to offer

a good ibvestment climate for either local or foreign $nvestors;

and it would never achieve the level of producfion to satisfy the
'demands for foreign esmchangé' and 'other revenues to realise
economic growth's, Now, to put Mr, Carlton Alexander's call in con-
text we need to remember soeer figures revealed in a speech made by
the Minister of Labour on Ffiday, March 12th, In that speech Mr,
JdeAoG, Smith reportedly said that there hgd been 45 work Stoppages

in the firét two‘months of this year and/;ivthat rate was maintained
thereAcould be 270 stoppages by the end of tha&f year. And, certainly
if that rate of stoppage were maintained then we would be in serious
industrial and economic trouble; so it would make semse of us all

to pay serious heed to this latest call for 'some form of social
contract'; One of our problems is that 'séme form of social contrac%
between Jeamaican management and Jamaican labour is already in exist-
ence; the@ whole elaborate pattern of industrial relations machinery

which has grown up over the years and which has been formalised in

legislation is a form of soeial contract Petween management and

organised labour. The National Minimum Wage is a form of social
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between domestic workers and other casual, low-=paid and non-unionised
workers and thosé who employ them. And one of the features of this
form of sotial contract is that as well as management and employers
or another
we have the government, through one/of its agmncies, performing the
role of mediator or conciliator. This point was most dramatically
illustrated by Mr. Hugh Shearer's highly successful role in the
bauxite/alumina
recent/wage settlement, But even that ceme after long delays and
unrest, So while this form of social contract can settle disputes
w- the first instance,
it seempunable to prevent them{ So how do we get to Mr. Alexander's
point of prevention? What kind of social contract do we need? The
Jepanese seem to have worked out a form of social contract which has
virtually eliminated strikes., But this is part of a wider social
structure which turns the industrial plant into a kind of closed=-shop
and social
family affair with 100% lifetime job/security for everybody from top
to bottom, Indeed, the Japanese seem to have turned their whole nation
's dindustrial and productive effort into a closed-shop against all
other nations. And so they are out*producing and out-selling all other
nations while keeping their own Japanese domestic market neatly
insulated from outside competitittinn., The totalitarian states too can
have the sort of social contract where both management and labour are
part of the state structure, regulated at all levels by the state, Or
there is the other extreme, where free market forces are so dominant
and cheap labour in such great abundance that no strong trade union
movement can emerge: there, too, a form of sokial contract can be
imposed on a docile and poorly paid work force. In open societies
with strong treage un%gg traﬁitions -~ Western Europe and North America

are examplesy— the forgeing of social contracts have proved much more

. ‘ ths ap free consent
1ff1qul£ sprlmarlly because they must BE based on /B&XEEX% of all the
parti
b eﬂl They cannot ve imposed. This p1s and must be the starting
any search for 'some form of social contract's Goodnigat,



1) Clegming Up City: Serving the People
'2) Central American Update

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
March 19, 1982, 6,10p.m
Good evening: The latest campeign to clean up the city of Kingston,
especially the downtown area, will almost certainly succeed-in the
short run. There is' a natural impulse in most of us to respond
positively to this kind of clean-up call, We would, almost all of
us, I think, prefer to live and work and move in a clean city. One
trouble is that most of us also tend: to look to someone else to do
sustained
the/cleaning while we only put in a one-shot effort to show our
commitment to cleanliness, So how can we go on keeping this, or
indeed any Jemaican city clean after the public relations razzle-
dazzle is over? First, I suggest, by keeping alive at the grassrlots
level, for the whole year and longer, the sense of civic pride which
is expected to be stimulated by the propaganda campaign., The litter
bins and clean streets and cleaned up markets are important of
public public
course, But what of the/sanitary conveniences = or the/lavatories -
the ordinary citizens need to use as they *go about their city?.
There is nothing more destructive of civic pride than for people to
see One of their own, a2 mature woman perhaps, having to relieve
hegpself behind some tree or against some fence in an open lot. I
remember many years ago another generation of merchants and civic
leaders complaining bitterly about what they called 'public voiding'
They objecgped to people - and it was usually the poor — relieving
themselves in public, but they seid little, and did even less about
so that did not

providing enough public lavatories/fmx the people/xmxmse have to

‘use the streets or open lots or go behind trees. Consider the
uptown situation., There is a puplic lavatory at L Cross Roads



then nothing till you get to Half Way Tree square, and then nothing
until you get to the Constant Spring marke®6. There are great walking
distances between these three points; not for people with cars or
cycles but for people walking or waiting on buses. There are no
publie lavétories in any of the uptown Plaza, So let those who want
provide for )
to beautify our city/zxxmxxm the ordinary citizens of the city the
amenities to inculcatgigigdeo It will not cost all that much to
put up a few more public lavatories - especially in the crowded
shopping areas - and/ggre attendants to keep them cleam and disinfect
ed, In time, the people will themselves wxXXxensure that such places
are kept clean; they will have reason to be proud of their city,
which is the surest way of ensuring its cleanliness., On the wider
political scene developments in and on Central America continue to
dominate the news, with two partichlarly disturbing developments,
On Wednesday night or early Thursday mornihg, four Dutech journalists
were killed in El Salvador, The information suggests that they were
on their way to make contact with the guerrillas fighting the milita€
regime when government soldiers who may have been trailing themn,
killed them, That is the on-the-spot view of an American Jjournalist
reporting for National Public Radio. The version of the Salvadoran
government is that the four Duteh’ journalists were caught in the
crossfire of a bat{:leo Yet one of the Dutch mzm joﬁrnalists had been
questioned by the military, Jjust a few dayé before, about their
contget with the guerrillas, I am sure that like all true profession=-
al journalists yhafwould not have revealed his contacts; which is
probably one reason why they died. Next, and perhaps even more

ominous was the report out of Nicaragua quoting the Soviet Ambassador

to Mexico as saying that if the Americans took militar& action

against Nicaragua the Soviets would come to Nicaragua's °o°Sistance.

TV 3 1 3
The situation in Central America grows increa

sin ,:l_T l a L
and explosive, Goodnight, gLy ugly, dangerous



1) U.N., Law of the Sea: New US Proposszls
2) Soviet Military Mission to India

NEWS CCOMMENTARY v

For broadcast on lMonday

March 15, 1982, 6,10p.m.

Good evening: A Jamaica Information Service report out of New York
says that the United States last Friday presented to the U.,N. Law

of the Sea Conference the promosed changes its wants to have made

to the drgft Ireaty of the Law of the Sea. And this is a matter

that is of great importance to Jamaica which has been chosen as the
location of the headquarters of the Seabed Authority. You will
recall that before the change of Government.in the United States,
negotiations for a Law of the Sea treaty were in thei# final

stagés and expectations were that the Seabed Authority would become
a reality in either 1982 or 1983, In fact, the Carter Administration
in the United States had approved the draft of that Law of the Sea
Treaty. But then, on assuming office, Mr. Ronald Reagan let it be
known that his Administration was not happy with the treaty as it was
and so the whole process was stalled until last Friday's new American
proposals, The high points of these new U.S. proposals are: firstly,
that there would be a more libepal access to the resources of the
deep sea-bed by American corporations; Secondl;?7$hen the Convention
is up for reﬁiew in 15 years' time, the results of such a review
should be subject to ratification by the Senate of the United States
of America; and thirdly, that the compeseiticn of the Seabed Council
should be altered to provide greater assurances of repreentation km
on it by the United States and other VWestern Industrialised countri2§;

and, fourthly, that the voting system should be changed that a major?%

in each category of nations represented on the Council would be

able to exercise a blocking vote, or a veto, In other words, if say |
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three out of five members of the Western group objected to any
decision arrived at by all the rest of the members of the Seabed
Council, those three would veto that particular decision. This is
a Variation of the veto powers enjoyed by the Permanent Members of
the U.N. Segurity Council, It is not clear yet gm=x precisely what
is involved}ihe U.S. Senate ratification requirement, If such
ratification is binding only on American action within the Seabed
Authority, that is of course America's business, If, on the other
hand, U.S., Senate ratification is expected %o be binding on the
Authority itself and on all other member nations, then this whole
exercise might as well be called 'The United States Law of the Sea!
rather than 'The United Nations Law of the Sea'. So things do not
look too good right now, But all this is based on summary of the
American proposels; the details just might be a little better; but

that is not very likely. Next, and further afield, Jjust about the

Soviet
most powerful/military delegation possibleis now in India. The Indiar
Pakistani
government is spending a great deal on arms to counter the/Amax

Wg
build-up of American.supplied armslfo the tune of thousends of

millions of dollars, India, in true non-aligned fasion, is alsOcuauS

1o

ldiversifying her arms buying so that she is not too dependent on any

one single supplyer, so she is buying from Britein andd France as
TS

well, The Russians are still her,gnee%ést supplier becsuse they
accept payment in Indian Rupees as well as in kind, while the West
nearly always wants\harq currency; and the Russians want to keep
things that way. The}irony of this situation is that India is the
greatest democracy iﬁ the world 9ndi?hould logi€ally be armed andle
in alliance with the most powerful democracy in the world., Instead

v 4 ande Lk
tha\ most powgrful democracy in the world armslfhe most repressive

dictatorship in the worlds. What =a contradiction! Goodnight



1) Capturing, Rentals & National Unity
2) d Show

T ST e

NEWS COMMENTERY

For brosdcast on Friday

ferch 12, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Yesterday's forcible eviction of the illegal occupiers
of the 166 two-bedroom units at the Government's Mount Selem housing
scheme has brought to the surface once again the ugly cancer which
lurks just beneath the surface of Jamaican political life., Anyone
from elmost anywhere else in the world would have thought that there
could be nothing political a2bout any government re—-posessing this
number of houses if they had been illegally selzed and illegelly
occupied, All such a person would have seen and realised was that
the law had been broken, and that in the public interest - which is
the greatest good for the grestest numbep - the law and the rule of
law had to be upheld., But then it would never have occureed to such
a person that fhere could be anything political about enforcing the
law, If such a person lived anywhere in Western Europe or the United
States or Canada he or she would not expect the Parliamentary
Opposition in the country to accuse the goyerning party of carrying
out the eviction in order to get rid of supporters of the Opposition
pérty an@}geplace them by supporters of the governdng perty. But
then both gdverning and opposing parties in those countries would
know this because they do not conduct their politics, even at its
bitterest, on/ziix basis of'benefits' and 'fish-head' and 'the-ins-.
and-the-outs', So you do not have the occupiers of government
housing not pajing rent for years because the party they support is

out of power, and then, when there is a change of government, suddenl;

paying up with great show because their party is now in po Bty
wer®
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But this is how it/%s in Jameica., And one result has often been
that people see the occupation or possession of a place to live as
rewarc for political loyalty and for being on the winning side,
How do we break out of this? How do we get to the stage when no
party &n opposition, be it PNP or JLP, will ascribe political motive
to the eviction of people who have broken the law? Maeske no mistake
about it, until we do get to that stage, all our calls and all our
prayers for national unity will come to nothing. The government of
Jamaica, once in place, must be and must be seen to be the government
of all the people of Jemaica. That is how the Americans, the Canadianv
the British, the French, forged and maintain that over-reaching
national unity in diversity that we say we also want, And I think
the Jamaica Employers Federation this week gave us all a pointerto
in common with

how this can be done., Referring to what I/am& many others see as the
clearcut union-busting tactics of the local operation of Citibank,
the Employers Federgtionbeclared flatly that it cannot and does not
support any courzgt;g?cgnduct by an employer designed to condition or
influence the worker in the exercise of his right to join or belong
to the union of his choice, In short, the Jameica Employers Federat-
ion repudiated Citibank's unicn busting tactiecs. And the JEF, let us
alwgys remember, is often in bitter oconflict with Jemaica's trade
unions and with the positions taken by those trade unibns from time
to time. What they are not in fonflict with is the right of those
unicns to exist under our consiidtiaon agd the mifettered right of
workers to join the union of their choice. Here we see an over-

e ‘national . ' 's . '
riding unity of/purpose % sectional interests, 1 am sure
that if the need aﬁZii»Ji§ﬁ;pa'§Ztrade unions would take an equally

clearcut stang for the£figh§x9f an employers federation to exist,

That is unlgziigydlver 1ty°[Fh¢ political parties and their spokesmen
ate still t '\ea n that important lesson. Goodnight



1) Elevtions in Central America: Guatamala
2) Joshua Nkomo For Trial: Split in What Front

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
March 8, 1982, 6,10po.m.
Good evening: Yesterday was election day in Guatamala, me of the
Central American countries which are key to thé success of failure
of U.S. President Ronald Reagan's recently announced Plan for
Central America and the Caribbean., At the heart of that Plan, you
will recall; is American determination to stop what they see as the
spread of Soviet and Cuban influence in the region., The difficulty,
and the dilemma for America, is that those who are seen as America's
allies in the anti-communist crusade are themselves totalatarians

3 pefaps Costo, Ricq
of the political right: except for democratic Jamaic%t~all of
America‘'s principal allies in the region are military juntas or
dictatorships, So one of the great difficulties is: How do you
defend -and support democracy where it does not really exist, One
short answer is that you have set-hand elections, carefully managed
and controlled so that the results of the electiéns are a foregone
conclusion., So, in Guatamala's elections yesterday, the results
were a foregone conclusion: the candidate of the military would win,
The military was itself supervising the elections and the only other
candidates were people on the political right who were‘approved of
by the military° And so the Guatamalan rulers would be able to claim
that their new government came to power by electoral means, which is
true, What is not true is that this was either a free or fair or a
genuinely democratic election, But they did go through the form of
the democratic ppocess and so the result can be described as a kind
of face-card democracy, a kind of samfie democracy, which can be

used to show that they are different from the totalitarians of the
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left who do not even bother with the democratic face-card of bogus
elections., Many Americans have seen through this kind of manipulative
use of the electoral process and are deeply concerned about it. And
many of them, not communists or leftists, but ordinary and edetecdd
people who genuinely believe in democracy and the democratic process
have Begun to seriously question their government's role in Central
America, Last week more than 100 U.S. Congressmen signed a letter
calling on President Reagan to take serious notice of proposals by the
Mexican President to act as a mediator between the U.S. and Nicaragua
and the U.S. and Cuba to try and defuse the tensions in Central Americe
At the time President Portillo made the proposal, which was shortly
before Mr. Reagan announced his plan, a White House spokesman all but
dismissed it out of hand. But now, thanks to domestic American pressu%
Mr, Heig 1is having talks with the lMexican Foreign Minister on Mr,
Portillo's ideas, And you will recall that last month both the Canadian
Government and the Canadian churches rejected invitations from E1
Salvador's junta leader to send observers to this month's elections
there., They say 'fair and democratic elections cannot be held under
present conditions' in El1 Salvador. There are many, all over the world,
who see genuine democracy as the only acceptable alternative to total-
itarianssm of both the left and the right. And this is the dilemma in
which the key component of the Reagan Plan is caught. And finally and
briefly, matters are moving to a most interesting peoint in Zimbabwe.
Prime Minister Mugabe has decided that the law must take its course
a@d Mr. Joshua Nkomo must answer to the courts for that stockpile of
/giggfﬁgagkﬁeven white Members of Parliement of Mr, Ien Smith's former

Rhodesiatfarty have broken with Smith and declared themselves as

o 90 it woulgd
lacyks has sufferedfa setback,
Gdddnight,

independents willing to co-opersate With the government

seem thgttfribalism, both whi te and b



NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
March 5, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: As I listened to Prime Minister Seaga's statement in
Parliament on

on our acute water crisis and/the steps to be tkken to cope with

it, and his somber warning that this water crisis was likely to be

with us for a long time to come, I remembered the late Harold Cahusac

and how he had forewarned us of precisely the kind of crisis we are

in today., Yeyr after year, during his lifetime, Herold Cahusac had

warned us that unless we protected and restored our watershed areas

a day would come when there would not be enough water to satisfy

all the needs of all the Jamaicand people, He warned us in the 1950s

and in the 1960s and until his death. There was a timéy from about

the mid-1950s on when it seemed that Herold Cahusac's warning was

beginning to be taken seriously. A Statutory body, the Wetershed

Protection Commiésion, was established with Mr., Cahusac himself as

chairman, and with such dedicated agricultural stalwarts as Mr., Willy

. : suchwwell—knownrpublic figure#as

Henry and Sir Arthur Thelwell, as well as/lir. S.A.G. Taylor and

Mr, O.M. Henzell, as members, But Mr., Cahusac was the driving force

of the Commission and he crusaded passionately for us to restore

and protect our forests, especially in the catchment areas, and to

put an end to the destructive practice of clearing hillside land by

bu;ningo He warned that if we did not do this'more and more of the

rainfall would rush -

kuxredxRixisxgexkang faster and faster down the hillsides without

properly soaking into the earth; and more and more of the good earth

itself, would be washedfown %o the sea; and in the end not enough

water would be retained on the land to satisfy our needs, and the

land would be afflicted by periods of droughts followed by floods.
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The trouble was, and is, thét watershed protection was something of
an abstraction for most of us; the water was there, so why fuss
about it? Aﬁd sfopping small farmers from clearing the hillsides by
burning would be politically unpopular and counter-productive; and

it was, after all, a much easier and quicker way to clear the land,
%K&zf‘?\s aid‘}iﬁfger&cmi 'ugiﬁeisﬁu%ﬁ‘éi\;thinga
Now the crisis is on us and we are working out more efficient and
more rational ways of extracting and redistributing the available
water, And I myself have .no doubt that the plans outlined by Mr,
Seaga yesterday will, in the medium run, ease our water crisis
considerebly, DBut unless those plans are backed and supported by
a serious and systematic watershed protection and restoration progra-—
mmé% another generation of Jamaicans will, in twenty or thirty or
forty years' time, face an even more acute and devastating water
crisis. Mr., Allan Issacs, who is now the Chairman of the Watershed
Protection Commission know§ all this and knows what should be done
better than anyohe else in Jemaica today. The hard question is whethe?
he will fare any better than Harold Cahusac did in trying to get the
tools to do the job., There is no political mileage in watershed
protection; it does not bring votes; its results are not short-term
or obvious like imported food on supermarket shelves or new reeads
abuilding or new factory sites; but without it the water available to
us becomes less and less, and without water life becomes ugly and
brutish, The late Harold Bahusac warned us: are we ready,xa this
restore and
late in the day, to heed that warning and start to seriously/protect
our watershed areas? If w.e don't, then all the millions we may spend

now available
on the more efficient extraction snddistribution of the water/¥Ka#e

. s i : (¢
¥ will only buy a little time, before another, more devasﬁ{ing
water crisis hits Jamaica again, Goodnight



. 1) Reaganomics Under Pressure
2) Soviet Baternative Looks Sick

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcast on Monday
Mareh 1, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: News out of Washington this morning suggest that
American President Ronald Reagan is likely to be under very strong
Congressional pressuré to change some of the numbers in his 1983
Budget proposals., What has alarmed American Congressional leaders
most its seems, is the massive Budget deficit the Reagan proposals
project for 1983: if all goes as plenned, if nothing goes wrong,
then, in.l983 the American budget will be in the red to the tune
of $913-thousand million dollars - and this, even by superpower
measureﬁents, is a massive deficit indeed. And to make this

Reagan
horrifying figure even worse the revised/figures for the 1982 Budget
—-that is this year's budget - are now put at $98,6—£housand%illion
dollars; up from the $90-thousand million first projected; and some
Americean experfs think that this figure may be up to $100-thousand-
million before September 30th when the 1982 financial year ends.
One of the great fears is that what happened with the 1982 project—
ions may happen egain in 1983, with a vengeance, So many of those
who were prepared to accept the Reagan projections last year, and
who were prepared to go along with Mr. Reagan's large tax cuts, and
spending cuts on the sociél servicé% as well a$ his big increasa in
military spending, are having seribus second thoughts this time
around. No less a person than Republic Senator Robert Dole, the
Chairman of the American Senate Finance Committee, aﬂ}a khown
conservative Reagan supporter, this morning made public the fact

L gt~
that Congressional leaders of both parties are working for a}consen-—
sus to redraft the 1983 Budget proposals in order to reduce Lﬁe
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huge projected deficit and save some of the social progremmes.
One result has been that the White House this morning invited
members of the Senate Finance Committée to meet with lMr. Reagan,
But the President has shown himself to be a determined and stubborn
men and he may not be prepared to go as far as the Congress may want
acceptable

to in dismantling his budget. S0, unless some/compromise is achieved
Mr., Reagan may be in for a long and perhaps bitter fight with the
Americen Congress; and many Congressmen and women, remember, are
up for re-election later this year, so doing what will win votes
will be a major consiferation, That is the domestic American

Lx Codd o) 11« ‘ AU ax bk .
scenefs Mr. Reagan also has problems with his western allies., While
we were understandably preoccupied last week with the Reagan aid
plan for Central Americe and the Caribbean, the Xeaders of the two
mejor West European powers, Chancellor Schmidt of West Germany and
President Mitterrand of France met and worked out a strategy to cope
with the high American interest rates which gi'wreaking such havoc
on Europeean economies, Just what they have decided is not yet known;
but they have decided something gnd any EF opean counter—measures

Q. US {AQQQ'
could easily dislocate. a fragile econon e 31tuat10n°LBut it is not

(%

only capitalist economies that are :LnLtrouble° Indeed, Soviet commun-—

ism and the entire Soviet system must be under questicn now as an

alternative economic peth leading anywhere., Everyone of the Comecon

partners is in debt to the cepitalists and thé&banking system:

Poland, Rumanie, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, East Germeny, all owe the
Hrves st

WestLFLL&éens of dollars in long-term debts; and they seem not even

able to feed themselves from their own resources, This is no way

for a viable alternative economic system to function. The Soviet
fi-
system should atL}east be able to support its dependent economies

to the same extent that capltallom sypports its dependent economies,

Till it can do t
hat it 15[9 sick and questionable alternetive Goodniy



The Caribbean Basin Plan:
What Prospects and Possibilities?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
February 26, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: Reaction to American President Ronald Reagan's
Caribbean Basin Plan has been predictably mixed. On the ideological
front it ha%j%gggll%eiggﬁﬁén%y the political right and denounced by
the political left, On the economic front reactions are a little
less sharply clearcut. Some of those who welcome it, especially in
Western Europe, wonder whether it is not"too little,too late". Will
an additional injection of something under $400-million-U.S. of
Americen aid go any real distance toward breaking %ﬁgjgconomic
problems of the region? Questions like this worry even the supporters
of Mr. Reagan's Plan. And it is, of course, Mr. Reagan's Plan, not
the hoped-for American-Cenadian-lexican-Veneguelan regional aid
initiative with no military or political strings. But socialist
French President Francois Mitterrand yesterday welcomed Mr. Reagen's
Plen as "going in the right direction." Communist China, on the
other hand, haw found itself in the odd position of almost echoing
Cuban and Soviet condemnation of the Plan., But perhaps the most
intriguing reaction has been the so-far generally noﬁ—committal WEX
reaction of many Latin Americans, some of whom are bound to be
profoundly affected by the success or failure of Mr, Reagan'é Plan,
and climates
But then, most of these people operate in political systems/where
choosing the'wrong' or losing side can mean death or exile, not, as
just

in our case,/becomlng members of the lcyal opposition. This, I

suspect, may turn out to be one of the handicaps of the early phases

of the Reagan Plan in Central adse—messds America. Only those with
exlov

nothing to lose and everything to gain will come out boldlytfor or



against the Reagan Plan, depending on their political position. If
the Plan succeeds, or lcoks like succeeding, then, I think, those
f the
whmxax® political centre, the centreleft as well as the centre-right
will change from being non-committal to being supporters, And this
makes it important, from the American viewpoint, for the Plen %o
some in Central America
show/quick and early successes/in socio-economic terms, rather than
in terms of showing political and military 'muscle'. I suspect
that President Mitterrand had something like this in mind when he
spoke of the Americans going in the right direction: Mr. Reagan
did see socio—economic problems as at the heart of the political
to
instability of the region. But then he went on/tke wave the anti-
communist big stick, which the French President would of course not
gainfully employed,
have done, knowing that a well-fed,/socially secure and politically
free peop are just about the hardest to lead 1n 0o any Klnd of
&—»a_&\l - o ’(&ﬂ cg;zJ N .

revolutionary action. L. too there is the deilcate matter of
Latin American sensibilities, no matter who pays the piper and calls
the tune. Some of this may be at the root of the Latin ambivalence.
I think Jemaica will fare)better than the other 1blunds under the |,

o © '*“1'28dvun~
Reagan Plen, It is, after all, Mr. Seaga' s brain- chlldoche guestion
is whether our private sector, which is now 'the engine of progress
and change' will rise to the challenge., Will it produce, and enough,
of the exporta to send into that new market which has been opened
to us? Cen it break out of the old 'crewdirver', 'rip-off! mentali%
of the protected past? Can it face reasonable and managed outside
competition and competiiive pricing? And above all, can it do so
and still give the Jamaican workers a fair deal. YTHe so-called
engine of progress and change €20, and will, go nowhere by . itself,

The workers, unionj 4, E8x th i difficult as some say they are,
Mressential. Andkﬁne Jamalcan peogi osed to be
the main purpose of this m/%¢rprlse§“ﬂ§$=hﬁ$§52§ ﬁﬂggoanlghto



1) Caribbean Basin Plan: Ai¢ as Politics
2) Post Cancun Meeting: Somt-South Co-operation
3) Political Leadership & Miscaluihasitonn

NEWS COMMENTARY

For brogdcast on londay

February 22, 1982, 6.lp.m.

Good evening: American President Ronald Reagan is expected this
week to make public his long-awaited Caribbean Basin Plan. Reports
out of Washington“igfthat for over a week now an ‘'unofficial
prospectus' outlingng the main features of the Plan has been
circulated among priVate sector groups. And there are indications
that other interests, in other countries, have also seen some
version of thi&s 'unofficial prospectus'., For instance, former
Venezuelan President Carlos Andres Perez, recently¥ spoke knowingly
about the danger of the Caribbean Basin Plan opening the region to
a kind of economic colonialism by American multinational corporatioﬁs
It is reasonable to assume that those remarks by Mr. Perez were
based on what he had seen or heard or read., Former Pregsidents,
especially former elected Pmesidents\do not just shoot off their
mouths, So one of the very first things to look out for when the
Plan is unveiled is whether it is still based on that agreement of
last summer when the four donor countries, the United States,
Canada, Mexico and Venezuela, met in the Bshamas and agreed 02? aid
plan for the Caribbean and Central America with no military or
political strings attached, Reports about the presént 'unofficial
prospectus'! make it sound 1like a purely American plan, rather

than a four-nation plan., There is, for instance, talk of a one-way

free trade arrangement under which all non-petroleum and non-textile

impor&s from the Cribbean (and presumably Central America) may

enter the U.S, market duty-free, Why only thé U.S. market? Why
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not also duty-free entry to the Canadian, lMexican and Venezuelan
markets if it is in fact a four-nation plan of aid? And why only
talk of pfotection for American investors if it is in fact the
Paan of the four countries? Surely, Cnadadian, Mexican and Venezuel-
an investors and business people would want to enjoy similar market
access and protection., Or is the United States now 'going it alone'
on the Cribbean Basin Plan? Anyway, these, and a host of other
questions, should be answered when Mr. Reagan unfolds his PBlan.
Economic aid has always had some measure of political strings
attached, no matter what the source of the aid, or the ideology of
the donor, But there has also been a tendency, in the past, not to
be too blatant about it: so Nyerere received a minimum amount because
they did not like his policies, and Kenyatta and his successors
received much because their policjyes met approval; but mEXxeXEX
Nyerere's people were?ggndemned to starve to make a political point.
Will Mr. Reagan's Caribbean Basin Plan inaugurate a new era in which
and nationalists like SWAPO in Southebn Africa
leftists like the Salvadorans and Nicargguans/are starved into
submission? It 1s questions like these that make that post Cancun
meeting now takikmg place in B:iﬁi of such long-term importance to
the Third World. Those who are economically dependent cannot be
really politically independent. When the fThird World finally absorbs
that lesson it may start the hard process of forgeing a2 Sodwth-South
interdependence as the beginning of real economic independence., And
that is going to be a long and hard and difficult one. And finally,
end briefly, it begins to look as though lMr. Joshua Nkomo is just

the latest of a very long line of politicians whe miscalculated
the nature of the hissorical role they play., Iwo senior and two junic:

ministers from his party have stayed with Muéabe; end it looks 33;2
though the people of Zimbabwévant to e aL?ation, not 2 group f[_ -

warring tribes., Goodnight,



The JBC Settlement: What Lessons
for the News Media's Future?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
February 19, 1982, 6.10p.m.
Good evening: Jamaica's news media has itself been much in the
news this week. On Monday the Supreme Court, through lr. Justice
Downer, handed down a consent judgement in the case of ele¥en of
the thirteen JBC newsroom workers who h=d been dismissed from their
jobs just a little over a year ago. On Tuesday the Gleaner news-—
papers did not appear and have been off the streets since., And the
Daily News, we were told this week, is still up for divestment but
it has first to be made into an attractive marketable commodity -
which is a little like going back to the beginning when the original
founders of the paper, or some of them, at least, thought and
talked of it in terms of using the same formula by which they had
successfully sold bread and ale. Lest we forget, that formula led,
ultimately, to the bringing of ITT to Jamaica as a participant in
the paper's ownership. And scandal rags with overdeveloped 'girlie'
withowt too much sweat,

nudes and muckraking journalism can/be very marketable indeed. It
is all a question of "attractive for whom" and what you want., I

be ;iy(
think it would/good if the government, or its Divestment Committee,
to make public some idea of the terms and conditions under which it
would sell the Daily News and the kind of buyer it is looking for.

4

Is it to be Jamaican ownership? If sof‘what kind? On that will
N

~ ¢

depend very greatly the true nature of the variety and diversity of
information available to the Jemaican people to which we pay such
great lip-service. And@ after this week's outcome of the case of the

dismissed JBC workers, and remembering the events that led up to it,

+
can have confider

&

few thoughtful Jemaicans of either political party,



that any government of Jemaica, JLP or PNP, will leave any govern-
ment-owned medium genuinely free., When you own and control something
the natural impulse is to use it to further your own interest and
your own perception of what is best for the public interest; and
the public interest imvariably coincides with interests of the
. tlo 2™
party in power, be it PNP or JLP. And so, iny the,public interest,
the highly questionable dismissal of two JBC newsroom workers in
1964, led to a protracted and bitter ninety-seven-day-long strike
which ended up costing the country's taxpayers an estimated $100,000
television and
drove some very fine/news media workers out of the profession, and
cast a shadow of doubt that persists to this day, on the professional
integrity of the organisation founded by the great Norman Manley
to serve the educational, cultural, entertainment and informational
needs of g&;ﬁthe Jamaican people. And this week, history repeated
itself as tragic farce: 11 workers, none of whom would ordinarily
have earned as much as 20,000 for a year's work, were each awarded
between $40,000 and $65,000 for having been falsély dismissed a
year ea}'lier° And over and above that $3-million-plus taxpayers are
also going to have to pay lawyers fees and costs. The gqumestion is:
~ which did the firing
If that Board/had itself to somehow find the money to pay these
awards and costs, would it have acted in this way? I doubt it. And
: PORIE S Y
this tragic farce seems bound Fo repeat itself|in more grotesque
each time
ways/whEmExar there is 19?hange of government., And this, as far as
) of Jamaica
I am concerned, is theLstrongest argument for the government/not to
have total ownership and control over any one of our major news
and informatiogmﬁutletsg There is of course the problem of taxpayers
sha

money. The 25% re in RJR is to safguard taxpayers money used in

the acquisition, It could divest itselg of ggth the JBC and Daily
New§y on a similer basis &0 broad-based/ownersnip. Which can, as RJR

proves, be successfule Whatl has failed to the point of being a threat
to freedom of expression, is total government ownerhsip, no matter

which party is in powgr. Goodnight,



1) The Bauxite Settlement
2; Change Without Chaos
3) Crisis in Zimbabwe

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
February 15, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The single most important piece of weekend news in
Jamaica - and it was very good news.%pdeed - was the settlement of
of the bauxite/alumina wage ;Egéem%nt“~;n the very early hours of
Saturday morning., And the single most important implication of

that settlement for Jamaiwva is that for the next three years the
xxixixaikiiffiﬂgfg;;;;;é>industry, which is so critical to Jamaica's
foreign exchange earnings, should be free be;Ljor industrial
disputes and dislocations, Of course, things could go wrong: there
is always the possibility of human error or human miscalculation
from either management or worker side; there is always the possibil-
ity of the mishandling of some minor misunderstanding resulting

in a confrontationist atmosphere. ¥mx That is part of the human
condition; part of the hazard of doing anything at all, be it in
labour-management relations, party péliatical relations or plain
personal relations., Th& risk is always there, But that apart, the
next three years should, from here on, see stability and peace

in our bauxite/alumina industry on which so much of the recovery
programme is predicated. I think myself that Mr. Hugh Shearer in
perticular deserves the gratitudd of us all for having brought

these delicate and tricky negotiations to a suecessful conclusion,
It is clear that both sides of the bargaining table ended up feeling
they had a deal each could live with, Both sides had to make

concessions; both gave something in order to get something., Nei ther

side feels that the other has walked all over it, And that is the

best kind of compromise to end up with, So let Production proceed
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as smoothly and quickly as possible from here on. Far too much
time has already been spent on this zme dispute gnd far too much
confusion spread., There were no saboteurs, no unpatriotic villains,
no square-jawed heroes; only conflicting self-interests which were
finally reconciled by a skilled negotiator and goodwill and good
sense from all sides. That is the true prescription for change
without chaos; it should be brought into play at all other levels
of Jemaica's economic recovery effort. And it should be brought into
play much eerlier than in this case; waiting until there is a break-
down and strike action, or a war of words in the news media, is to
things
leave/too late and thus to hamper the recovery effort. I remember
there was talk once of a kind of facilitating/ggix trouble~shooting
unit to watch and make sure that attention is drawn to brewing
problems before they get out of hand. If such a trouble-shooting
unit had existed and had functioned properly, much of our recent
troubles in light and power and water and public transport, as well
as in industrial relations, might, at the very least, have been
attended to long before they reached crisis point. Next, there was
the continuing news out of Zimbabwe of government forces continuing
to find huge stockpiles of arms hidden on farms owned and controlled
by Mr. Joshua Nkomo's Patriotic Front which is the junior partner
in the government of Mr. Robert Mugabe. Mr. Mugabed has reportedly
denounced the Patriotic Front bitterly, saying it was a snake in
the alliance and its leader must have known about the secret arms
stockpilesy and he has called for the cutting off of the head of
the snake., There have also been calls to try Nkomo for treason, 1t
is a tricky situation. Nkomo leads the largest minority tribe which

(o3 8 WA WA
Ian Smith and his bettleﬁkgroup/would prefer Nkomo rather than Mugabe

to be Prime Minister. Mugabe on the other hand does not want to lead
a government based on solely tribal divisions. Goodnight.

is 18% of the population. Nkomo is .also perso€ lly ambitious and



The JOS: Will a Workers' Co-operative Save it?

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

February 12, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The Bustamante Industrial Trade Union and the
National Workers Union who jointly represent the overwhelming
majority of the roughly twelve-hundred-strong JOS work force have
recently called on the Government to meet with them to discuss

the rights and interests of the JOS workers., The unions are concern-
ed about reports,which have neither been denied nor confirmed by

the government, that the JOS is to be closed down and that private
sector transport operators are to be invited to run the Corporate
Area's public transport. The BITU has reminded/zgzx government

that JOS workers have received no pay increase or improved fringe
venefits for nearly four years now. For its part, the NWU has said
that it will hold a series of meetings with JOS_Workers to discuss
the possibility of setting up a Workers Co-operative to take over
and run the JO0S. And this is the first practical.idea to come from
the workers .side to try and save their jobs and secure the future

of the JOS as we now know it. The hard question is: Is the co-opera-
tive idea feasible, and if it is, in whose interest will it work?

I think myself that it is feasible. I think that Jamaican workers
can, if they set their minds to it, run businesses on their wwn.
They have done it before now, here in Jamaica, 'and even more sucess-—
fully elsewhere in the world where pressures were greater, Often,
absentee owners and semi-educated impérted managers, have been

(SR

face-cards behind which the workers really ran the business, Tae

trouble was, and to an extent still is, that the face—cards had,

over time, become important psychological crutches on which the‘
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workers had come to depend and without which they doubted their
ability to do what they really could and were in fact doing.
Another, and perhaps more seriofis immediate trouble, especially

in the case of the present group of JOS workers, is motivation,

The plain fact is that these workers have given the Corporate Area
bus users just about the poorest and shoddiest service they could
get away with, The Compeny was there, primarily, for their convenieg
so that they could make a decent living under the best possible
conditions, The interests of the bus users was something far down
their list of priorities. Under private ownership the main concern
was to make é profit, and they had to shape up to some extent in
order to earn that prafat or lose their jobs., Under public ownership
they became'public servantd' who enjoyed job security whether the

S50 it ceased to be profitable.

enterprise was profitable or not./So even today, in virtual bankrupt
-cy,.their unions talk of their entitlement to wage increases and
better fringes. Will becoming = Workers Co-operative change this?

I do not think so, certainly not in the short run, end not with this
generation of JOS workers. If they are cut off from the public purse
string they will, as the new owners, simply expect the bus users

to support them by higher and higher and higher fares for poorer and

Sunvice
poorer #eyes, That, on the basis of past and present performance is
what I fear, Théy have not earned the right, by performance, to ask
bus using that need,

the/public to trust them not to exploit/ixkE public's/imxExEsx And

exploitation is exploitation, whether done by rapacious capitalists

or.rapacioui workers. One day, I hope, workers in public transport
o« Jo—8 uA-uuxha4~h€fnwi%_<»“¢‘§‘?g melass )
will be soclally mature enough and socially responsible enoughy to

be trusted to own and operate the service and to do it in the public

interest, Till that day, I think it is the responsibility of good

government to totally control the service and to impose on it good
management and viability in the public interest, Goodnight,



1) The New Power Cuts
2) Rural Water problems in St. Andrew
3) Cuban Troops in Angola

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
February 8, 1982, 6,10p.m
Good evening: When Prime Minister Seaga 6n Jenuary 26th promised
the restoration of normal electricity supplies and an end to the
scheduled power cuts by the first of February he hedged it with
tne qualification: "if no further problems occur.." Mr. E.K. Powell,
the Minister of State in the Ministry of Public Utilities, made no
such qualification las®t Wedhesday when he told small hotelier here
in Kingston that, and now I quote: "The power cuts which were
experienced over the past few months are over, Indeed, as the Prime
Minister promised in his recent speech in Parliament, the outages
ended on Feburary 1lst." End of quote. Well, the outages are with
us again, a scant four days after Mr. Powell said so flatly that they
were at an end, I hope all our government spokespeople, and indeed,
all defenders of the prevailing faith, will learn the lesson of
caution which prompts the qualifier: "if no further problems occur.."
and by those
There is a natural tendency by those who exercise power,/mx who
think that tnejinfluence the exercise of power, to overstate or
over-claim or over-promise or oversell., And then when they fail to
on their claims and promises

deliver or when they deliver short{ things look so much worse than
they would have done if thé claims or the promises had been less .
extravagant, And then they face the problems of confidence and of
credibility. So the power cuts are with us again. And many of us

over -
have also been without any water/mf the weekend: the KSAC water workes
for instance, »

/appear to be on some sort off protest demonstration, resulting in no

water in our neck of West Rural St, Andrew And over the weekend no



one in authority seemed to know about this protest and what it was
about, So our three key utilities - light and power, water, and
publie trahsport —~ are still headaches that must be resolved; not
by words, however sweet, but by deeds. And I think Khe task is bound
to be hard and long and uphill. And honest and quiet levelling with
people could be of great help, On the world scene the most inttggui%
new development was tihe announcement out of Angola that the Cuban '
and Angolan governments were in important discussions about the
withdrawal of Cuban troops from that country. The most likely reasén
for that announcement at this time, and for the strong American
reaction to it, is the likelihood that some new movement is taking
place on Namibian independence, The nature of the so—-called Western
€ontact Broup of the Uniteg States, West Germany, Britain, France
and Cenada has been gres+tdty changed by the coming to power of the
French socialists who are frankly and openly more anti-Apartheid amst
than France was undep former President G@scard D'Estang. This has
tilted the balance within the Group against accommodating South
Africa at any cost and in favour of a stronger push for Namibian
indepedence, My reading is that France and Canaga would now lead
this push, with Britain and West Germany in the middle of the road
and leaning toward the Frepnbh-Canadaan position and only the United
States ré%sting, In this context, and provided the Group will
guarantee AZolan sovereignty, it would be in keeping with long-term
OAU objectives to agree to a timetable for Namibian in dependence

\
and the withdrawal of Cuban troops fromw South Africa, LtWOUld clearly

64 N&ﬂéz . t%/v/cm—- wd\:u_ﬂh/ﬁ'(

not suit either Angolan or Nembbianjin terest 0 have the Cubans
withdraw before the whole thing is settled., The South Africans, and

their American friends, on the other hand, would like to see the

Cubans withdraw before things are settled., It is high stakes politicé
poker. Goodnight L 7
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The Future of Public Transport:
After JOS What?

EWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
February 5, 1982, 6.,10p.m
Good evening: Is the Jamaica Omnibus Service - the JOS -"up for
grabs" as yesterday's Daily News headline announced? Today's
Daily Gleaper says that the new Minister of Public Utilities and
Transport, Mr, Pearnel Charles, refused to comment on that screaming
headline, and said that a statement will be made shortly on'the'
future of the JOS, So, whether the JOS is "up for grabs" s At
there does seem to be movement which suggests_that the slow and
costly death by attrition which we have been watching over the past
twelve months or so may be coming to and end. The "up for grabs"
news story also suggests that/;gziemay be pressures at work to try
and influence the way in which the JOS matter is settled. So now,
I suggest,
izsxxkaxxtixzgx is the time for the Corporate Area citizens who depend
on public transport to make their views felt so that those vikews

is finaelly =mixtim
may form part of the influences off how this matter/sham xx settled.
If not, the people may end up with a public transport service which
is aesigned for them by people who‘do not themselves use public
transport. The Corporate Area of Kingston and St. Andrew now has a
population of somewhere between 600,000 and three~quarters'of a
. million people., And the overwhelming majorit& of them move between
work and home and shops and schools and play by public transport,
For all their high visibility private cars are used by a minority of
the citizens of Kingston and St., Andrew, Iven in its present depress

» 4901,

ed state the JOS in the first five months of last year/made more

then 29-million passenger journeys, Ihis was signifiicently less

than it had done the year before, but it is still a massive number



of journeys, moving people by the order of something of a 100-million

or more a year. Unless you want chaos you do not just cut off this

kind of public transport without first putting something else in

place, And what you put in place must preferably be better, or at

least not worse, than what you cut off. So it is important not to

get rid of bad and end up with worse, I think it is very possible

to have a fragmented and reasonably viable public trasnport service

run by private operators, I think it is bound to entail heavy invest-

ment to bfing in more up~to-date units. Do local private operators

have tha# kind of money? For them to buy the old and often obsolete

JOS stock of buses would be to begin with a rattling makeshift

which could carry them down in a year or two.
handicap/ So capitalisation for new units would be the first major
problem., And if they can raise the money at today's interest rates
worldwide

(and these rates are going upf not down) will they be able to service

their debts without grossly inflated fares, running at anywkere from

three or four times the present fares? And who, among the mass of the

people using public transport would be able to afford these? I am

not sure myself that "up for grabs" is the right way to describe any

divesting of the JO0S, But there is also the very serious social

question of who should be responsiblge for a nation's - any nation's

— key utilities., If our hospitals and other public health servicdes

become grossly inefficient and money losers who do not compensaye

by quality of service, @e we divest them into private hands? Do we

do so with water? And if we do, who igﬁgccountable to the people for

their key utilities? And what is the point of having é government

and paying taxes? The Jamaica Telephone Company, Jamintel, the Port

Authority, all publﬁgly owned, all made profits during the first six
7

1t is not public ownership that is at fdito It

i v ; best 1 '
is the operation and#%he management, Perhaps the/agg%ggfgs t%.rﬁbuild

the publicly-~owned JOS from the ground up. It is a hard 2lleggn,
Goodnight.

months of last yeare



The Roosevelt Legacy:
The Purposew of Good Government

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
February 1, 1982, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: Two events, both foreign, but both of great relevance
to Jamaica, dominated the -weekend news. The one underscored once
again the worldd's general ambivalence about Human Rights: the other
stirred and revived again the endless debate on the role and
resonsibility of governments, especially in times of difficuityo
The observation of Salidarity Day with thé people of Poland, which
tv shown yesterday
took place on Saturday, and the/film/expressing condemnation of
events in Poland, should have been worldwide in character, Human
rights and the promotion of human rights and the defence of human
rights, are, after all, of concern to all human beings everywhere,
So why did wordd solidardty day with the Polish people turn out te
be an essentially American and West European exercise? And why could
so very few of
/ makxexsx the hundreds of thousands of ordinary West Europeans who
demonstrated so passhonately against nuclear arms a few months back
be mobilised for this one? And, above all, why were the overwhelming
numbers of the governments and peoples of the Third World - the Asiar
the Afriéané, the Arabs, the Latin Americans, not involved in this
day of Solidarity with}the Polish people? I think the short answer
is that they saw it all as Jjust another move in the political power
game between East and West, betwegn capitalism ana éommunism° As far‘

as basic human rights are concerned there is no moral or qualitative

difference between what is happening in communist Poland now and

N

what has been going om in|South Africa and Namibia for the last

quarter century and more. A score of people were murdered by govern-

ment troops in El Bal¥adop#8nd 2 number of young women raped on that



same day the world was called on to demonstrate om behalf of

Polish human righte. What makes Holikh human rights more ;pecial
than Salvédorah;or Haitian or Chilean or African or ﬂt&%[hszgn
rights? Human rights and sensitivity to and concern for humea
rights worldwide may yet fouhder because of the cynical double
standard that is now at work. Also on Saturday??gn & very much more
subdued note, large numbers of Americans and smaller thoughtful
groups throughout the world observed the 100th anniversary of the
birth of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, whose "New Deal' ‘of the 1930s
ended the 'Great Depression' which began in 1929 and was finally
over by 1940, At the worst point of hhie 'great depression8 a
reported fifty per cent of the American work force was unemployed
and the nation was in a state of such panic that they were prepared
to grab at even the most unheard of measures to try and get out of
the mess into which the so-called free market forces had led the
country., Roosevelt called a special session of the American Congress
which lasted 99 days. In that period some of the most startling and
far-reaehing measures were passed into law, There was a Work Relief
Bill to the ‘tupe of nearly $5,000-million for the unemployed, There
was socialfhousigg and educational help for the poorest and weakest
in the sociéty° The turning around Ff the socie%y began with lifting
up these lowest down &n thgag::;ggyo'Andqthe purpose of government
as far as Roosevelt was concerned was to serve and promote and
protect the interests of the American majority. In his own words:
"The New Deal has not been borrowed from an alien source; it derives
its imspiration from two earlier dogmas: the Square Deal of Theonore

Roosevedt and the New Freedom of Woodrow Wilson, Like these two it
seeks to eliminate speciel privilege in thé control of the old econo(m~

and social structure by a numerie 1
_socis ; ally very small but powerful grou
of individual}s and to swing the pendulum back in the directiongof y

wider distribution qf the wealth d i ci i §
&, Bhis Stahraad s : . F an egfqgjfgzgpzwgﬁg%eperlcan citizen



1) The Alcan Shutdown
: <Spen
B P NL

NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broadcast on Friday

January 29, 1982, 6.l0p.m

Good evening: The shutdown at the Alcan Kirkvine works in Manchester
has made the country's gloomy bauxite-—alumina situation even
gloomier, The country now faces the very distinct possibility of

a total shutdown in the industry. Indeed, reports are that both
sides - menagement and workers - have used the threat of 'doing a
Jamalco', shutting down the industry untai;ainew labour contract has

4 .
been signed. And if this were to happenlthen even the reduced

now :
foreign exchange earnings that we/expect from bauxite-alumina will

be endangered. 'Doing a Jamalco' can and will hurt Jdémaica grievousl;
so we must hope that both sides can 5e persuaded by Mr. Shearer to
beck away from a total shutdown of the industry. And I am not sure
that the tendency among some of our hot-headed political partisans
to find villains and/ggream sabotage will help ease matteréo I think
it wogl@ be better by far for all of us tb try and keep the atmospheﬁi

politically
as/uncharged as possible and give Nr. Shearer all the room for

that he ‘can -

maneouevre/pExIxRie get, He will certainly need it, And while we
wait and hope igh@ight be useful for us to keep in mind the central
issues involvedo/efirét{%:hat the last labour contract between the
Nationel Workers Union and the five Béuxité-alﬁmina Companies expired
onvthe 31lst of January, 1981, just about a2 year ago. In November of
1980, three months before th¥expiry of tha%}gontract, the NWU
presented its claims for a new contract to the five companies, And
the companies and the union have been falking and talking and talking

for the best part of fifteen months nowe - And fifteen montlgs is a



long time to talk without arriving at any agreement, I think it
is fair to say that if the world metals market were flourishing
today, and if the parent .companies of the local companies were not
would have been reached
rich in stickpiles of bauxite-alumina, an agreement/and a contract
signed by‘now° The trouble is that the metals market is very depress-
ed, the companies have huge stockpiles, and so for the moment
maintaining or increasing production is not all fhat important to
them, So the companies are under no pressure to séttle for a new
labour contract and get on with production, This is the second
central issue., The result has been all sorts of delays, with each
side seeking to furBher its own interests, We've had all sorts of
like new . :
side issues/the date when the/contract comes into forcefin the past
it was related to the date of expiry of the old contract) or the
payment of union delegates attending meetings (which was hever an
issue in the past) , to the point where some of us seem almost to
have forgotten that the real issue was the hammering out of a new
labour contract between management and its workers, It has, in fact,
an industrial

become something of A war of attrition. In effeft the companies are
: ' ‘ 1t agree to

b =)

saying things are bad and, ye cannot/k& as generous terms as when
conditions were good., The workers are not accepting this. They say
things are bad for them 2s well;Lthe companies, worldwide, are still
make profits though these are reduced, and they do not see why they,
the workers should *  what appears to be
skewid/be the only onew to sacrifice, And so you come down to/a
straight codlision of two sets of economic interests: the intesésits
of the workers and the interests of the companies, If these two

apparently conflicting setyof interests cannot be reconciled then

we may indeed have a total shutdown in Jamaica's bauxite-alumina
industry; and Jamaica will suffer, whoever else has might and whoever

else has right, Goodnight,



The Utilities: The Problems of Attitudes,
Performance & Ownership; JPS as indicator.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
January 27, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: Prime Minister Seaga's statement to Parliament and
the nation yesterday with its promise of deliverance from the
darkness of the past few weeks is most welcome on several counts,
There is the promise 06f the short-term easing of the power-cuts

by next week - which, I em sure, all Jamaicans of all views, opinions
and interests will welcome, Everybody wxxx wan® to see an end to
the darkness and loss of these past weeks., But by far the more
important aspect of the statement was its careful and detailed
spelling out of the plan of action worked out to ensure that we

will in future have a much more'reliable electricity supply. In

the JLP's Election Manifesto/iiisnotion of reliablility was coupled
with 'reasonable prices', which may be a rather tall order at this
time, The key thing now is the stability and reliability of the
service; and we now have a clear time-table against which to measure
performanpe and achievement. And for me one of the most interesting
aspects of the statement, part explicit, part explicit, was the
overview of the utilities generally: the problems of the JPS were
part of a wider pattern of problems afflicting our public trensport,
our weter, ourAtelephone and other services. And a reasonable
conclusion muet be that these other utilities and their problems
will be tackled in the seme methodical, non-—ideological, non=
doctrinaiﬂwfashion, With viability as the first concern, And yet

there was mo mention of divesting the JPS, The JPS will be made

to perform efficiently and reliablity under its present form of



ownership, So the issue here, it seems, is not ownership but
performance and the implication is that this publicly owned utility
can be made'to perform satisfactorily without selling it off to
private or foreign investor., And clearly, if this can be don%pith
one publicly owned utility, it can be done with other publicly owned
utilities, Would it not be ironic if this allegedly conservative
government of Jamaica were to succeed in making our publicly owned
utilities into economically viable entities! Public ownership has
been largely discredited in Jamaica because of the miserably poor
perfoomance of nearly everyone of the entities that became publicly
owned., Memories are\short so people do not remember the very restrict-
ed area and numbers served by the JPS, the JOS and the Eelephone
Company when they were all in private hands, The JOS plied only
highly profitable routes; the JPS made only high-return profitable
installations; and so did the Telephone Company. The vast expansions
with their social benefits tﬁ.communities at little profit to the
operators of the utilities/iiiglgame about after public ownership.
Special low fares for school children and old people are part of the
costly social benefits of public ownership. We need to bear all this
in mind when we criticise public ownership. Housing developers do not
want to build houses for the poorest people, because it is unpofitable
and uneconomic: so eitherjthe government does it or the poor have no
housing, This is the type of social charge the public utilities at
times carried., But public ownership alsq bred a sense of self-serving
‘ [l SEmL Lol Sor6onls,
arrogance in some worker%é they couldn't be fired so anything was

good enough for the public; and managements saw or pretended to see

profitability as a dirty word; and @n infantile brand of leftism fed

it all, Now, th%fe is 2 disstict possibility of 2 JLP government
making public ownrship viable and thus egyectable beeause it really

is in the public interest. What a blow “fexr SuRE socialistgythat would be

Goodnight,



1) The Public Interest: what is it? Who serves it?
3) The Italian-Soviet Fallout: end of the monolith?

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

January 25, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: According to yesterday's Sunday Sun, the President

of the Private Seqtor Orgenisation of Jemaica on Saturday told the
annual conventiop of the Jemaica Gasolene Retailer's Association

that thé pri?ate éector had to rid itself of the 'get-rich-—quick
syndrbme' and expose the fasti-buck operators wﬁo hedino qualms

about fleecing the public. Mrs, Henriques reportedly challenged the
private sector tc put its house in order and toc so act that it

cannot be held responsible for any failings in the country's systems.
And at this same Convention the JGRA is reported to have issued an
ultimatum to the oil marketing companies about the shortage of

petrol deliveries. You will recall that the JGRA had previously
complained that deliveries to some of its members were at times short
of the«oé-ihe volume ordered or paid for. And at the samevconvention
the Minister of State for Mining and Energy said there would be no
further warnings for gas station operators who sell petrol on
unauthorised days and hours. This sort of operation is clearly
counter to the government's energy conservation policy; but then .

so must be the fact of the increased numbers of spamking, big, new
private cars on our roads. So, at that one convention of one servi%
group in the society, & number of our most pressing problems came

to the surface., There is what one editorial describes as 'national
thievery in high places'; there is the blatant violation by some

of its members of the laws and regulations governing the operations

of that particular service group. And, going beyond just that
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apparently ﬁb& :
particular group, and/sufficien idespread for the President of the

Private Sector Organisation to feel the need tc condemn it, there
is the 'get-rich-quick syndrome' with its fast-buck operatora who
have no qualms about fleecing the public, So where, in all this,
lies the nétional interest? How do we idéntify, in this instance,
the nationg interest that we areL?o hot about whenever workers and
their unions cause stoppages or shutdowns? Where lies the national
interest in the context of violent and capricously varying prices
for thé same pair of shoes, or the same piece of clothing or the
same item of food, depending on where you buy it? Is m& 'national
thievery in high places' to be denounced any less by leaders of
church and state than national thievery in low places? If the answer
is no, then why do we hear so little about the one and so much about
national consensus
the other? I suggest that the/mEsdxfmx we all say we want, begins
here. Do you remember how it was with those-early Lebour Days when
a majority of Jemaicans were inspiredito put labour and a lot of
love for Jemaica into Labour Day? We had that national consensus for
a-brief spell then, To be sure it was blown later; but we had it
briefly, and it was good and it was based on the notiong of equitys
equity of effort, equity of responsibility, each within his ar her
own sphere., It can be recaptured, perhaps more lastingly, if we sort
out the true nature of the national interest., It is not the same
thing as the sectional or class or economic or partisan interest: it
chadovge w & Ll %3
is a synthesis of all[and something moreoLAnd finally and briefly,
the most politically signifiicant news on the ideological front is

JSsa— 0
the now apparené]break b@teen the Soviet Communist Party and the

Italian Communist Party, which is the lééest communist party in

Western Europe. The implications for the future political shape of

both the Eastern and Western power blocs is likely to be profound,
But more on that another time. Goodnight,



Poland, the Mid-East, South Africa:
The morality of the Power Game.

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

January 22, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: On Wednesday of this week, after days of behind-the-
scenes jockeying, the United Nations Security Council finally took
a vote on the resolution proposed by Jordan calling for voluntary
economic end political sanctions against Israel for its annexation

of the Golé,‘\Heights° Nine members of the Security Council - Jordan

(the sponsor), the People's Republic of Chima, Guyaﬁgfﬁﬁgé Soviet
Union, Spain, Togo, Uganda and Zaire - voted for the imposition of
voluntary sanctions. Five members - Britain, France, Ireland,
Japan and Penama -~ abstained., The United States voted against the
imposition of sanctions against Israel for its annexation of the
Syrian Bolan Heights which it had occupied since the 1967 Arab-
Israeli War, You will recall that in a dramatic and surprise move
from his hopsital bed last December 14, Israeli Prime Minister
Menachem Begin went by whegl chair to the Israeli Perliament to
announce the annexation of the Golan Heights. You will also recall
that in appaeent anger and disapproval the United States publicly
suspended a security treaty just worked out between itself and
Israel. And you will further recall that on December 17th the U.N,
Security Council unanimously passed a resolution denounecing the
Israeli annexation and demanding that it be cancelled. That
resolution described the Israseli annexation of the Golan Heights as
'an act of aggression'., The Israelis have ignoreathe Security
Council resolution and so Jordan, one of the most moderate of the

'Woderate' pro-American and pro-Western Arab states, and 2 current
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non-permanent member of the Security Council, circulated a draft
of a resulution calling for sanctions against Israel. Under heavy
American pressure Jordan modified its resolution so that the
sanctions, if agreed to, would be voluntary rather than mandatory,.
Those who did not want to impose the sanctions would not be bound
by the resolution., Still, as last night's news made clear, the
United States voted against the resolution, thus veto-ing it because
a negative vote on any issue by any one mam permanent member of the
Security Council automatically caencels it, And today the Arab
world, from far left to far right;, from religious fanatics to
moderate pro-Westerners, are all expressing some of the most bitter
anti-American sentiments heard and read in a very long time,
Whe ther this new wave of bitter anti~Americanism in the Arab world
will be temporary or lasting is anybody's guess: it is certainly too
early to attempt any intelligent forecast, What is certain is that
the next few months are going to see a heightening of confront-
ationist political tension in the Middle East: a volatile situation
will become a little more volatile; and moderate regimes which
looked to the West may come under more pressure from the so-called
extremists; the whole area, will,in short, become even more of'a
target of opportunity' for the masters of the geopolitical power game
hand and
And the American/chips, this time, may not be as good as it has been.
The dichotomy between America's attitude and action over Afghanistan
and action
and Poland, and its attitude/over the much grosser and more long-
s¥anding violation of human rights in South Africa and now the

annexation of the Golan, will again raise profound questions through-

out the Third World about the kind of freedoms America defends, And
each questionin and it s Aedtiid

aCl L O 3 (< 3 i i 3
i puing,. 1ts enswers,/dRWINXXR®® the question of
whe therTThere is|any real[gualitative differ®ce between capitalism
and communism., codnight.



Jamaica School of Agriculture Act Repealed:
a) A break with a Porliamentary Convention
b) The Denger of Cancelling the Past

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
January 20, 1982, 6.,10p.m
Good evening: The Jamaican Parliament last might repealed the
Jamaica School of Agriculture Act, This means that there is now
no longer in existence any legal entity known as the Jamaica School
of Agriculture. And this, in turn, means that all those legal action:
which were pending and which had to do with the gections of the
Minister of Education in the closing of the School no longer have
any bas%g/la§he courts cannot order the Minister to desist from
certain actions, or/ggrform certain actions 1in relation to 2 non-
existent school. There is no longer a JSA, so there is no longer a
JSA Board; so any declarations about the JSA are really pointless,
and our eourts of law do not usually go in for pointless declaratioﬁ‘
And I do not think, myself, that there is any profound legal or
Constitutional principle involved here on which the courts can take
2 stand: but this is a layman's view, not that of a Constitutional
lawyer, Where 1 do think legal remedy may still be possible is in
the cases where individuals have suffered provable loss: for indtanc
a student who gave up a job, or travelled from another country at

on the promise
great expense,/imxaxsmxxtm of being accepted at the JSA: such may
be able to recover their losses., But any action about the school
itself has been effectively killed by last night's repeal of the
JSA Act, So what can we say about the death of the JSA? Abd about

the manner of its dying? First, T think, that the same result

could have been achievdd without the government laying itself open

to the charge of the abuse of power, Once the decision to close the



S8chool
/had been made the first step should have been to repeal the Jamaica

School of Agrieulture Act; everythning else would then have followed
the government
without/xx being charged with using its overwhelming parliamentary

power to frustrate due process., As it is, this is now a strong charge.
the
Then, too, there is the matter of/parlismentary comnventien that you

do not take away from the citizen any right once it has been conferrec
one
by law., Like all conventions, this/is not legally binding but respect

for it has been one of the bases of confidence which make government

by the freely expressed will of the people possible, If people ever
once in power any
come do fear that any government/might take way/xkEix legelly conferr

ed right, confidence in the democratic process will be seriouéIy“éfBE%
But for me personally, perhpaps the most serious and the most saddening
aspect of the complete wiping out of $he Jemaieca School of Agriculture
is the fact that we have again cancelled an important piece of the

Jamaican past., For all its faults and failures, real and alleged, the

Jamaica School of Agriculture has kasm over the years, played a
and influenecing
critical role 1m produging/fhe men and women who became the movers

and shapers of modern Jamaica, It predates and influenced Jamaica's
and agricultural
modern national political/movements: it was there before the PNP and

. al
the JLP and;%he trade unions., And now we wipe it out as though it is

a pkece of nothing, And each time Jamaieans cancel any impordant
of their past
facet/imxtRisxway i /tggg,way, they make tneir future that much more
Vo oA M our
difficult. The past[?&/xlux history and our collective experience;

the wise learn from the past and build on it for the future; it/tis
a measure of both achievement and failure and thus @ signpost to the
future, provided we learn from it and build on it., I% is that continu-~

ity without which stability and progress are not possible, because

without it each and every generation muygt start all over, from

Xr— v
scratch. The scrapped JSA ié more %han) TOyrs of Jemaica's paste.
CoM N d Goodnightd



1) Sugar Workers Resume
2) Production Incentives
3) Who Carries the Losses?
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NEWS COMMEN TARY .

For broadcast on.Monday

January 18, 1982, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The best local news to come out of this past weekend
was the decision of the Innswood sugar workers to end their strike
and go back to work so that, in Agriculture Minister Broderiek's
words, "the normel processgf of negotiations to deal with the
matters in dispute" can come into piday. In his'appeal to the workers
dast Friday, the Minister had again spelled out the éick state in
which the sugar industry is at present, And 90 it is good that the
workers and their unions have heeded the appeal; it is also in

their own bes%‘seltf—interesf° The difficﬁlt question is: What
happens when ‘the negotiations on the{r wage claims are resumed?

The two unions represehting the sugaf workers - the BITU and NWU -
have paut in a joint claim for a 33,3% pay increase for the 1981/82
sugar crop, =s well as for improved fringe hemefits, plus a 25%
crop bonusJon.éross earnings for 1981/82, a 15% shift premium, $20
for clo%hing’allbwahce and triple time fbr‘public holidays. Now,

in today$context and under today's conditions tha$ kind of claimé
is not at all outrageous — thas,is, if the industry involved is
flourishing and makiﬁg money., But what if thé industry involved

is deep in ‘debt and losing money? And, more important, what if

the industry involved which is deep in debt and losing money is

also pﬁblicly owned? Do we just say that the.téxpayers must pay more
in order to ensure that the workers get the better pay and conditié%

they demand? In short, where is the money to come from to pay for

e

the increases the workers and their wnions want?
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Logically, and ideadly, all pay_increases and other rewards, be
they to workers or managements or stockholders, should come out

of a company's or an industry's Bussness operations and the profits
or sunplus generated by those operations. In tight or difficult
situations where there are no profits or surplusses a business may
draw on its_reserves to make such payments; but once the reserves
run out the company, itslworkers, ifs management and its stockholders
either hold strain until things turn aroupd, and they all work like
blazes to help haeten that‘turn around, or else tne whole enterprise
collapees; And this is how 1% would be 1f the sugar industry were
in private hands'today: indeed this ie how it Was when the industry
was in private handsl- and, remember, it always paid its wayAbecause
everybody knew that the moment it did not pay its way or have
reserveslto fall back on, 1t would fold. There sgems to be some odd
notion that tnls ba51c economic princip Lean somehow be sidestepped
if the enterprlse 1nvolved is publlcly rather than prlvately owned,
And so we had the businessgwith the JOS, which was pmofltable until
it went into publlc hands, and wnlch is now a mess., And it seems to
me that unless the workers in the sugar industry, and their unions,
face this one, they too wil; soon be in the same mess as the JOS:
indeed, they are not all that far from it now° We warned fhe dnions
representlng the JOS workers time and agalnéfget us hope they have
learned from that disaster and will not repeat 1t in sugaro For the
sugar 1ndustry to surv1ve and turn around demands for better pay and
conditions must either be treated as incentives for eclearldy deflned‘
areas for improved production and performance or, better still, must
be related to increased production, The American aué%orkere union is

right now BRgotiating 2 cutback in pay and fgéinges in exchange for

Job security because it has finally dawned on them that the workers

too, must bear their share when any enterprise suffers losses. Let

us hope our sugar workers, and others in loss Lositions, get _the point
Opva—,



The Economics of Survival:
Domestic Agriculture as a key survival kit

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
January 15, 1982, 6.10p.m

with
Good evning: It is becoming increasingly evident/every passing

day that 1982 is most unlikely to be the year of Westerm economic
recovery that some American and European ecoﬁomists predicted or
hoped for toward the end of 1981, And if the Westérn economies
continue to be in trouble and continue to stagnate, it is most
unlikely that dependent economies like that of Jamaica will

flourish and grow., Already we are seeing the disastrous effects

on the local bauxite/alumina industry of the turndown in the
American metals merket. And, you know, even if we had the alternatf%
markets that some theorists are so keen on; it really would not
solve the problem: it would ease it very slightly and very fraction-
ally because those alternative markets would take only a tiny fract-
‘ion of the volume normelly taken by our traditional North American
markets, It is little use haviéng,or owning, all the bauxite/alumina
in the world if you cannot sell it. Please don't get me wrong: I am
all for dive?sif;cation of marketing but I think it is foolish to
see that as 2 kind of panacea for all our bauxite/alumina troubles.
Our real trouble is the decline in consuppitoon and the contraction
in our t;sditiongl merkets, So we earn less than we had banked onj;
and all our plans which were predicated on a certain level of
earnings from our bauxite/alumina industry, are in trouble. We may
have to revise those plans and look for alternatives to make up

the shortfall in our anticipated earnings., One of our hopes must

be that tourism will help to make up any shortfall in anticipated
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foreign exchange earnings caused by thé collapse in the North
American metals market. Another hope must be for increased earnings
from non—-traditional exports, I do not think our traditional
export agriculture will be of much help, certainly not for this
year, and perhaps not even for next year: sugar production is way
down; citrus and bananas sre not very much better; and we just do
not have enough of our highly valued coffee to earn the kind of
foreign exchange it is capable of bringing in. So we are not likely
to fare any better than the metropolitan economies, especially the
American economy on which we are so dependent., That, like it or not,
is the reality and we do not serve Jamaica's best interest by
pretending otherwise, Much of our hopes for economic recovery must,
of necessity, depend on American and West European emomomic
recovery. The sobpner those economies, especially the American
economy, turn around, the sooner will our prospects begin to improve.
So, in terms of the economics of survaval, we are into something of
2 holding position: we must hold on as best we cen till the world
economic picture changes for the better. And in the meantime we have
to cut our cloth to suit our purse; and we have to find ways of
survival that will not undermine or erode the recovery effort. And,
Mo Ao, mewwmqw
in 1882, domestic agricul urel?ight again become a key to survival
as the foreign exchange becomes scarcer a%idfcarcer and we cannot

splurgeing MO W
go on/xmyxmg it on imported foodﬁ The trouble i¢) that support for

»

sgriculture is something of an unpopular cause at the moment, In
France, Britain, Germany, Canada and even the United Statee, price
supports and other forms of protection fof'agriculture, are seen and
accepted as essential to agrcultural production and vitality. Only

in Jamaica do we have the misguided notion that our farmers must

compete with every form of surplus produce that a big pvwdmcer like

the United_States may wish to dumg° That, for us, is not the road s
to survival during a hard and difficult world economic crisis. Goodni



The Economics of Survival:
The Bauxite/Alumina Crisis,

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

January 13, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The labour-relations crisis in the bauxite/alumina
industry, which looked so very threatening last week, has eased
considerbaly this week, Mr. Hugh Shearer has succeeded in leading
the two sides back to the Bargaining table; the National Workers
Union has decided to present revised claims fornzywage and fringe
benefit agreement; and the dispute is back with the parties instead
of being handled at the Tribunal level; and, most important, those
two seasoned veteran partners—in-negotiations ove# many years,

Hugh Shearer and Michael Manley will be dealing with each other
across the bargaining table - a2ll of which mekes the prospects

for accommodation soimuch greater than they were last week, But

all this is only oné?%%'the crisis in an industry which accounts

for something like two-thirds of Jamaica's foreign exchange earnings.
Jamalco is still closed; and for every day that it is closed Jamaica
is reportedly losing some $60,000-U.S, a day. And without that

kind of loss Jamaica is already having foreign exchange difficulties
And please, let us try and get away from the pointless nonsense

of finding scapegoats and apportioning villainous blame, The alumina
business worldwide is in ecrssis, Markets for alumina have declined
dramatically everywhere, The parent companies of our local bauxite/
alumina industry have all had tc cut back. North American alumina
production is down to less than 75% of rated capacity in some cases,

; Workers have been laid off; plants have been closed down., And

‘when any industry is in this sort of state it looks for ways of



tightening up and holding on until things turn around for the better
Indeedy; what aggravates the situation is that the parent companies
of the loecal industry have huge stockpiles., They can, frankly and
bluntly, do without getting any Jamaica alumina for a very long time
without feeling it. It is, in short, more economic to close down
merket
high-cost operations like those in Jeamaica in the present/context
than it is to keep them going. And please don't forget, they are
in the first place
in business/to make a profit for their investors and shareholders.,
So profitability is the bottom line. This is the context in which
we should see the Jamalco close—~down, Like it or not, the waythings
are today, all the companies could close down for the next six
months or so without suffering any great financial hardship. Jamaica
on the other hand would suffer a great deal more than even the
in such an event,
workers in the bauxite/alumina industryd As it is I suspect that
our Bauxite Levy takings are going to be much less than they were
in 1980. And so we are back to the problem of the reconciling of
apparently diverging self-interests. The companies have a first
duty to their stockholders; the unions have a first duty to their
members; the government has a firet duty to protect the national
Jamaican
economic life-line., It is becmmse of this/government first duty
because
and/of the American Government's perception of its own global
socio-political self-interest that Jamaica hes been treated as
something of a special case where the alumina/bauxite industry is
concerned., The Jamaican Prime Minister has gently persuaded the
American power brokers of the importance of the industry to his
: in turn
recovery plans; and they/have gently persuaded the companies to
co-operate. 1t seems to me that the unions now must see their first
. S :
duty to their members/%x protecting their jobs by helping to keep

the plants going. Nobody, not the mpeniess Rot the government,; nog
SECEPRTE 107G05° (WA £ HELafigrent 1n the present diffie



1) NATO Me@iting on Poland

®) Ambivalence about Trade Unions
3) Human Rights Double Standard
4) Unemployment & War

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
Jenuary 11, 1982, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: The terrible, devastating, sub-zero weather was

the highpoint of the weekend news all oggg/né%hern redgions of

our earth, If Jamaica, for instance, or sub-Saharsa Affica, or the
Indian sub-continent, were hit by the kind of freezing cold the
people of east and west Europe, of north America and most parts-of
nd&hern Asia experienced this past weekend the death~toll would
have been counted in the millions., Just think what would happen

in Jamaica if we were exposed to twenty-four hours of below-~freezing
weather, IEven those peoples who are used to the bitter cold and

who have learnt to survive in face of it have been hard put to go

on over this past weekend: this is especially true of the very old
éﬁd the weak and the poor. DBut a2ll the money in the world cannot
help a family when the power lines are down and the pipes are frozen
and the roads are blocked and they are cut off from ail outside
contact by a raging snow storm. So let us count our bleésings and
be é;atefﬁl for being in warm Jemaica, in spite of the power cuts
and the water shortages and the poor trggbport and the high prices,
3ight now, millioys upon millions of people in highly developed
and rich countries are physically worse off than fhe poorest
Jamaicans, Of course thisAwill not last for long: but it is a faet

right now; and it is worth a passing thought., And skill the events

in Poland seem to continue to dominate Western, especially American,

. exclusion
preoccupation almost to the exiwusiem of everything else, or at least

to the point where almost everything else is on a very low back
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burner. So the NATO Foreign NMingsters meeting in Brussels today
will again discuss the declaration of martial law in Poland and
what to do about it. The United States will again try to persuade
its European allies to agree on some uniform action to punish both
the Soviet Union and Poland for smashing the Solidarity Trade Union,
The Europeans are no more likely to go along with sanctions now
than they were a week ago. Indeed, the Europeans differ from the
now
Americans in that they/want to use what they describe as ‘an
inducement package! of massive food and other aid to tempt Poland
&0 .
to end its martial law and/back to negotiating with Solidarity.
I think the most that will come out of today's NATO meeting is
uniform condemnation but no agreement on uniform action: too many
national
mEtigmaixargxconflicting/self-interests are at plgy - even the
. the other day
American President had to assure worried American farmers/that their
agriculture would not be used as a weapon agaesinst the Soviets over
Poland. So the rhetoric will be strong; but with little ection.
grassroots
And as/world opinion over the Polish affair begins to surface two
points are noted, especially among the non-aligned. First the
ambivalence about trade unions, People who are or who appear to be
prepared to crush trade unions in their own countries are suddenly
champions of a trade unicn in communist Polend, Why? And second,
Human Rights,

/Beople who are not overly concerned about human rights in other
places, in plades like South Africa for instance, are suddenly
obsesged with humen rights in Poland., If the orchestrated propagande
pressure which has been unleashed over Poland, had been unleashed
over South Africa's illegel oppupation of Namibia, Namibia might

communist

well have been an independent country today: no/superpower would

have stcod in the way of Namibian independen®®° i TIRWRAY & Berrie
ing thought apout rising unemployment in the world: in the past the
quickest end easiest way out of unemployment was war. Goodnight,



Trouble in the Bauxite/Alumina Industry

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
January 8, 1982, 6,10p.m
Good evening: With Jamalco closed down, and the hourly paid work
force at Alpart suspended, Jamaica is faced with very serious
iﬁdustrial and economic trouble in the very first working week of
a brand new year, If this trouble in the bauzite/alumina industry
is not settled very quickly then the Jamaican economy.may be
grievously damaged and all our hopes for%conomic growth in 1982
may be dashed: certainly, our difficult foreign exchange situation
would be made infinitely worse. So,ﬁuch of the nation's hopes for
economic fécovery and stability ride on Mr., Hugh Shearer's efforts
to restore relative .industrial peace to the bauxite industry. And
if there is any one single individual in Jamaica today whb commands
the kind of
/respect in both labour and management circles of the bauxite industry
that would make success a possibility, that man is Hugh Shearer,
If Mr, Shearer cannot lead the parties away from an industrial
show-down and back to the bargaining table, then I do not think any-
dne else can. -So we must all hope‘that Mr, Sheafer will succeed,
Lét us also hope that nobody, be they labour or management in the
béuxite industry or be they outside the ihdustry, will do anything
to aggravate this difficult and trying situation: the task of
trying to restore industrial peace is going to be difficult ehough
withouf any mischief-making from any quarters. Labour negotiations
are not,Aand should not be seen or treated as a state éf war in

which one side or the other must either be totally defeated or

stomped into the ground. One of our problems is that some of us
do project labour disputes and labour negotiations in this light
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For someLPs, depending on which side we support, the totally
sinister villaan is either management or labour: our side, the side
we support, are the good guys and the agents of progress and enlight=
enment and development; the other side are the enemies of progress
and enlightenment and production., And so we lay the grounds for the
confrontationist mentality in which one side must totally defeat
the other 'in the national interest', The tacit assumption here is
that one side is for and one side is against the national interest.
I think we must get away from this dangerously destructive simpli-
fication. I do not think the bauxite companies will come here and
invest vast sums of money and risk huge losses for the dubious
pleasure of smashing the Jamaican trade union movement, Similarly,
Jamaican
I do not think the/trade union movement will frivolously risk
being smabBhed, or at the very least being severely crippled, by
forcing an unnecessary show-down at a time when all the objective
conditions of the market plaée favour the companies, I choose to
think instead that iﬁé};nterests of the companies dictateg their
action in precisely the same way that the self-interests of the
workers dictate their action., If we say there is no reasonable and
feir and equitable meeting point between these two sets of self-
interests then we are saying the companies can survive without the
workers and the workers can survive without the companies: andfthis
is Jjust not true; be$h %£Q survive for a short time, perhaps, depend
in“é on many factors. But sooner or later they will need each d&&her
in order to prosper and survive, They are interdependent, in a
delicate, shifting relationships, especially among free men in free

societie;?iLet us hope that both sides in the bauxite/alumina industi

understand 'thas, and understand thgt they are going to have to go on

dealing with each otherwhen the\crisiss» Poth domestic and internation
al, is over. And let there beypeacelfo¥ shg sake of Jemaica, Goodnigh



Productivity,O®nership, Labour
& the Quality of Support Services

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
January 6, 1982, 6.,10p.m

7

Good evening: If 1982 is to be the year oprroduction that we all
hope for, if it is to be the year that the Jamaican economy is to
growth
show positive/which benefits most Jamaicans, then we are going to
have to deal with certain key services on which that growth depends.
Light and power are the moet obvious of these key serviees; and
our electricity supply system has not been anything to shout about
, holiday

of late., Over the!New-Year<Christmadyperiod we hhe® had just about
the most massive power failure I think Jamaica has ever had. For
most of us, especially as it was the holiday period, this was a
domestic and social inconvenienece, But in a2 statement on New Year's
Eve the Private Sector Organisation of Jamaica put the matter in its
national economic context. It said the recent spate of power cuts
had cost the country millions of dollars, much of it in scarce
foreign exchange; and it warned that investors would be reluctant
to e~ put new investments into a country with an unreliable elect-
ricity service. The PS0J then proposed three solutions to the peoblem
First, that the power generatiﬁg plants of the alumina/bauxite
companies be joined to the national grid, even om a temporary basis,

,on the face of it, help to better £

This/is an excellent idea in principle. It would/serve the energy
needs of other businesses as well as of the Jamaican consumer, But,
and this is a very big but, the generating plants of the bauxite/
alumina companies are their own private property,built with their

own. private money,for their own private purposes, Their operations

are high energy consuming and any interruptions in their supply

e
would prove most costly, So it wewtd not be in their interest



at all to join their reliable generating plants to an unreliable
national gx'*id° Anyway, that was the first suggestion. The second
was the contracting out of maintenance work to private operators,
I was under the impfession that the Company had been doing this to
some extent., Indeed, one of the directives in that recent memorandum
from the new Board 6f Directors which reportedly had something to
do with the resignation of the Managing Director, wanted greater
Board supervision over such contracting of work to private operatoré°
Government
The third proposazl$ was that the/msmpam consider divesting itself of
the Jamaica~Public Service Company. The big question here, it seemss«
to me, is: divest to whom? If there is a group or consortium of
Jamaican entrepeneurs who are willing to put up their money and buy
out the Jamaican government and try to run the JPS more efficiently;i
_ ' & its profits if any
then divestment might indeed be a very good idea; the company/will
then remain in Jamaican hands and if those hands manége it more
efficiently so much the better for all of us. If, on the 6therhand,
it is to be divested into foreign ownership then a whole new range
of questions come into play, including that of a stépped up outflow
of foreign exchange. 1 am not sure that we can just divest our
problems away whenever things go wrong. The real challenge is for
Jamaicans to themselves solve their problems instead of always seeing
others as solving those problems., And what applies to light and
power applies eqgually to transport and ta water. I really do not know
many

how som&/Jamaican workers perform as well as they do when they have

to spend hours in discomfort in order to get to and from work , and

then be further inconvenienced by often not having water to wash away

the day's sweat and grime or light by which to cook an evening meal.

This generally poor quality of social support servicesg adds up to

Just about the greatest disincentive to that higher productivity we
we say we want, So do something about it, please. Goodnight,



1) Ghana's Latest Coup

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday,
January 4, 1982, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Last week's Xzxmsx military coup in Ghana is the
IRXEIXXIIXWE LR RLILRR
latest illustration, if any were needed, of what can and usually

does happen to a country once. it embarks on the politics of the
unconstitutional
coup d&etat, of the/seizing of state power by one man or a small

group of men, The justification ffr this latest seizure of power
by Flight Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings a scant 30 months after his
civilian
first coup, is that the/government he, Rawlings, had help bring
grossly :
about after his first coup, was/corrapt and inefficient., And so,
this time around, Flight Lieutenant Rawling’, overthrew and elected
civiliaen government., In that first coup the government he had
overthrown had been a military government which had itself come
to power by way of a coup. And that military government had over-
thrown a previous military government which had also come to power
by way of a coup. Thus, change of government, by way of coup,
seems to have become a firmly established way of political life in
‘ two
‘Ghana, = Since 1966 Ghana has had only/%m brief spells of Civilian
a unversity professor
Government. The first was led by Dr. Busia/who had been Leader of
the Opposition in the days of Kwame Nkrumah., The second was the
just overthrown Limann., And Busia and Limann's periods in office
when combined do not add up to a full five year parliesmentary session
In other words, after Nkrumah elected civilian government in Ghana

ceme to a virtual end, except for those two brief periods. And

whatever edise the military can do, it does not seem able to manage

and strenthen national economies of poor Third World countries, We



have seen Idi Amin running the once-very prosperous 'pearl of Africa’
Uganda, into an economic shambles from which it does not look like
recovering for at least the next twenty years. And the bunch of
military pretenders, from Joseph Mobutu, who has turned the once-
flourishing Belgian ®8Bongo with all its mineral wealth intgﬁgeggarly
Zaire depending on IMF bail-outs, and the Emperor Bokassa who had
to be run out of & collapsing Central African Republic, to the
military African
terribly brutal/jokester, Master Sergeant Doe. All these/military
pretenders have, whether they intended it or not, achieved two things
in common: they have shattered national economies; and they have
-subverted the concept of national governmgnts which are in power

fo tra's

through the freely expressed will of the people of their countries%
Rawlings, like some of the Nigerian militery leaders, seem not to

be of this breed., He did call elections three months after his

first éoup; but he has now overthrown the result of those elections,
two years later. To be sure the ousted President was surrounded by

a bunch of corrupt operators, some of whom, like de Graaf Johnson,

go back to the days of Nkrumah whom they opposed bitterly. And even
then the ugly seed of corruption was &broad, But I still think that
that if Nkrumah had been voted out of power rathem than being over-
thrown, and if the tradition of change by elections rather than

coups , had been maintained and strengthened, Ghang today would have
been in very much better health today, both economically and
politically. We now know, from after knowledge, that that first coup
which overthrew Nkrumah - and, it now turns out free elective govern-
ment as well - was not an exclusively internal affair, which the

Jerry Rawlings thing seems to be. The trouble is that Ghana is on

that road now, And the way back (or forward) to the kind of govern—

ment bas?d on'the freely express will of the people €8tgblished by
Nkrumah is going to be long and hard and bitter ana blcody. Goodnight



Hopes & Prospects for 1982

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For brosdcast on Friday
January 1, 1982, 6.,10p.m
Good evening: And warmest wishes for the new year. What are the.
propspects for Jamesica and Jemeicans in 1682? What are our hopes?
What can we look forward to? I thimk the first thing we need to
remember is that ours is and has been a dependent ecbnomy for as
far beck as you care to go, end under all sorts of administrations
whatever labels they put on themselves, One of the great efforts
of the decade of the 1970s was the attempt at economic independence,
And we a2ll know how badly we failed at that one. There are all sorts
of explanations and excuses, some very valid, but they do mnot
cancel the herd fadt of the massive failure of the effort at economic
indepeddence, When our indeperddmesd$, non-zligned policies irritated
our traditional trading partners to the point where they witheld :
or reduced economic support to us we were immediately plunged into
a messive balance of payments crisis, And when we tried to turn to
the other power grouping for economic assistance there was little
or none, certainly not enough to help us: their ﬁig support waé
reseréed for those who, whatever the labels, were prepared to 'tilt',
in their direction. So, just as capitalists were not prepared to

¢ ; oriented
finance the economic transformation of Jamaica into a socialist/
society, so the communists were not prepared to finance and prop up

Jamaican

what was, for them, 2 straight bourgeois capitalist/society. Must

we then be the helpless and dependent victim of either the one or

the other system in perpetuity? Or is there some sensible, balanced,

non-ideological middle way which genuinely puts Jamaica first? And

how do we get there? For instance, how do we deal with unemployment
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which is and has for long been the most intractable of all Jeamgica's
- problems? The communist solution is regimentation and direction of
leabour: fhe capitalist solution is the jungle of market forces., Is
there no middle way for us? Bhortly after the JLP assumed office
there wes encouraging talk about job-sharing, about two-workers
sharing one Jjob, and about the elimination of overtime and the
introducing of additional shifts to pfovide Jobs f§§7ihgfestimated
nearly one-third of the labour force that is now idle, If these
ideas had been translated into reality we would have had a dramatic
reduction in unemployment, Now, the impression is that, as with all
previous administrations, the sheer enormity pf the problem has
resulted in seeing it as something beyond our managemlent, as some-
thing we just have to live with. The trouble is the unemployed are/}

people like 21l other people, not just numbers; they are Jamaicans®

like all other Jamaicans and as deserviéng of the thought and + ]

attention of the scciety as all other Jamaicans, What we need is

some creative social engineering to try and break the back of fz
unemployment, and 1982 would be a good year to make that try. Getvgi
the unemployed to help produce the food we need to lessen our 4
dependence on imported food. I hope the unions will play an initiagj
role: just giving their support is not good enough. This is some thi
we can do for ourselves without outside support, and it may help us
set the pgrameters of ougaiponomic dependence, And let us hope th:f
& understand sharply very important ,
in 1982 we will all learnﬁjhx/difference be tween loyalty to party &
and political leaders and loyalty to the natiom and to the Jamaicﬂ?;'
people, The two are not necessarily the same. And thégn there is';;
discipline, the quality without which nothing reallg worthwhile

possible., The best form of discipline, the truest discipline, is

self-discipline and that is = thing of traiﬂ&ing and example,

. : not
beating and bullying, Peace and love, Goodnight -4
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