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ABSTRACT 

The Foreign Pol icy Impl icat ions of  the Image of India 
in Tr inidad and Tobago: 

Process, Construct ,  and Consequences 

Ruchi  Singhi  

This study examines the image of India as held by the 

students of  the St.  August ine Campus of  the Universi ty of  the 

West Indies.  I t  analyses the cogni t ive and af fect ive contents 

of  the pol i t ical ,  cul tural ,  and economic aspects of  image 

construct ,  the means and mechanisms of i ts format ion,  and the 

consequent ia l  aspect of  image construct  in the formulat ion of  

foreign pol icy.  The data were col lected through the 

administrat ion of  a quest ionnaire to a sample of  228 students,  

i .e .  8% of the total  student populat ion.  Respondents f rom 

di f ferent rac ial  groups were randomly selected through 

strat i f ied quota sampl ing in proport ion to their  representat ion 

in the populat ion,  wi th hal f  of  those in each group being 

women. The var iables of  racial  descent,  re l ig ion,  gender,  and 

age were selected for the analys is of  data and the stat ist ical  

test  of  chi  square was appl ied to determine the level  of  

s igni f icance. 

The f indings revealed that  there was adequate cogni t ive 

awareness of  India 's pol i t ical  st ructure by the major i ty of  

students.  There was no signi f icant relat ionship between 

racial  descent and rel ig ion and an object ive awareness of  

India 's pol i t ical  structure or a subject ive att i tude towards i t .  
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The aesthet ic- inst i tut ional  forms of cu l ture have been 

preferred on the var iables of  racial  descent and rel ig ion,  whi le 

social- inst i tut ional  aspects have been rejected by al l .  A low 

level  of  cogni t ive awareness has been ref lected in the 

economic realm. However,  the affect ive-at t i tudinal  aspect 

revealed a posi t ive relat ionship with the var iables of  racia l  

descent and rel ig ion.  The sources of  image format ion consist  

of  both the formal- inst i tut ional  means of  mass-media as wel l  

as informal personal  forms l ike fami ly and ethnic i ty.  

There is a high preference for future col laborat ion with 

India in the economic,  cul tural ,  and pol i t ical  realms in that  

order.  This could inf luence the formulat ion of  future fore ign 

pol icy of  Tr in idad and Tobago towards India.  


