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‘The mathematics curriculum for the Reform of Sccondary Education with 1ts
cmphasis on teaching methodology was recently implemented on a phased basis
in somc Jamaican schools. To date there is little information that details tcachers
expericnce in the classroom from their perspective, as they implement this
curriculum, although the importance of fecdback in the implementation process is
well documented.
This study provides insights into the teaching strategies of tcachers of
mathematics on the ROSE Programme. It presents information on: (i) their
perspective on the teaching methodologies of the ROSE mathematics curriculum;,
(i) the teaching strategies they usc at the Grades 7 — 9 level; and (iii) the factors
that influence their classroom practices.

The study used a qualitative research design and incorporated ethnographic
techniques of observations and interviews as the main methods for data collection.

The three mathematics teachers, who werc the main participants in the research,



were each from one of the three types of schools on the ROSE programme —
junior high, comprehensive high, and traditional high schools.

Data analysis was done by 1dentifying and coding themes, and then making
assertions.

The findings indicate that while all the teachers say that they support the use of
the teaching metheds recommended in the curmiculum, and believe this should
lead to improvement in the quality of mathematics education in schools, there are
outstanding variations in the extent to which these tcachers use the teaching
strategies. The study also identifics some 1ssues and concemns these leachers have
about the sustainability of the programme.

Recommendations for stakcholders, and for further research with respect to the

sustainability of the reform proccss, are presented 1n the study.



