It.was good ¥o heer from you, though I am of
course sorry that UDOMO has to go out of print.
But I do see your problem snd sympathise with it.
This presumably meens tnet all rights in the
book would revert beack to me? I 'am not quite
cleer on just what is involved in letting =
book go out of print, tut there is no urgency
'so0 let the question ride until there is need to
write at some later dete. I hope that the
drastic reduction of your list will not make it
totally impossible for new young writers for
whom getting started is in eny case much more
difficult ‘than it was twenty years ago; and
then, too, I still have ‘one or two more.books to
get out of my system. I hope too that even in
retirement you will §+ill meintain your interest
in publishing; it would be strange for me to
have to dcal with anybody elsel after all these
years! Still, I am sure you heve amply eerned
the right to get away from it all. I have now
cut down to 6 three radie commentaries a week, °
which give; time for a 1ittle farming but not
for the kind Qf sustained writing a book needs,
but that too will come. We keep on making plans
to travel but all our plans are frustrated by
our responsibilities for the animals we inherited
from our children: there is 2 Jenny, a seventeen-
year-old tom cat; énd three Labradorsg and we
find it hard to entrust them to anybody else's
care, It all makes life most interesting and
enjoyable while inhibiting bur freedom to trevel
But all things change and I am sure that one
day we will be able to‘travel and perhaps we
would meet agaih then.
As ever



July 3, 1986

Ade Donker Ltd
P.0O.Box 41021
Craighell

2024 South Africe

Sir,

I refer to your letter of June 19 1986
concerning an anthology to be edited by
srofessor i, Chapuen,

I do not wish anything written by me
and over which I exercise permission rights °
to be reproduced by any South African
publisher,

This is in keeping with the United
K=tiocns call for a cultural boycott of
South Afrieca as an expression of opposition
to Apertheid.

You hnve, I think, hed a similer
response from my Eritish publishers last
Cetober to a request concerning an extrect
from Lerk legtement. Please therefore
regerd this refusel as covering all my work
for as long 2s Apartheid prevails.

Yours ete

ec NMiss Mevis E, Pindard
Permissions Vonager
Fober & Feber Ltd



AD. DONKER

PUBLISHER / UITGEWER

Delta House - 111 Central Street/- straat - Houghton - Johannesburg - 2196 - South Africa
PO. Box/Posbus 41021 - Craighall - 2024 - South Africa Telephone/Telefoon (011) 728-7121/2

DR/AD/HC

19 June 1986

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P O

St. Andrew
Jamaica

Dear Mr Abrahams,

We are in the process of preparing for publication
a new anthology of South African poetry, edited by
Professor M Chapman of the University of Natal.

He would like to include two of your poems, 'SELF'
and 'OLD AND NEW'.

A fee of R10,00 per page and a copy of the book is
offered in return.

We hope you«would like to be part of this anthology
in which every major South African English poet will
be represented.

If you have any objections, would it be possible to
let us know this immediately?

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sjsicerely,

Ad. DONKER

AD. DONKER (PTY) LTD / AD. DONKER (EDMS) BPK
Company Reg. No. 75/0146/07
Directors/Direkteure: Adriaan Donker, Managing/Besturende (Netherlands/Nederlands) Karin Donker, Marketing/Bemarkings (German/Duits) Michael Chapman D.Litt. et Phil., Editorial/Redaksionel
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April 25, 1956.

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

The circular letter I am enclosing will, I hope,
explain adequately the policy and purpose of 'Africa South!. I include
a list of* those who have so far agreed to sponsor and write for the
Quarterly, that you may measure the extent of the South African support
behind it. .

The Rt. Rev. R.A.Reeves. The Bishop of Johannesbhurg.

Mr. Alex Hepple M.P. Leader of the Parliamentary Labour Party.

Mrs. Jessie McPherson. Chairman of the South African Labour Party.

Mr., H. Davidoff M.P. Labour Member of Parliament.

Mr. Leo Lovell M.P. Labour Member of Parliament.

Senator W.Ballinger. Liberal Party Senator representing the
Africans of the Transvaal and Free State,

Margaret Ballinger M.P. Liberal Member of Parliament representing
the Africans of the Eastern Cape.

Mr, L. Lee=Warden M.P. Independent Member of Parliament represent-

ing the Africans ofsthe Western Cape.
Mr. Patrick Duncan,

Dr. ELlen Hellmann. 1955 President of TheSouth African
Institute of Race/Relations.

Dr, A.W.Hoernle. Ex-President @f\th& South African Institute
of Race Relations,

Professor J.S.Marais. Historian @nd Professor of History at the
University ©f the Witwatersrand.

Professor E.Harris. Professor, of Philosophy at the University
of , the Witwatersrand.

Professor Guy Butler. Poet and Professor of English at Rhodes
University.

Professor Leo Kuper. Professor of Sociology at the University
ofMMatal.

Rev. H.P. Junod. Organizer of the South African Penal
Reform League.

Mrs. R.S.Welsh. Writer and Lecturer in Economics at the

University of the Witwatersrand,
I have approached theyPresidents of the African National Congress, the
South African Indian Cengress, and the South African Coloured People's
Organization to spomser the magazine in their offficial capacities and
I awaeit their replies. I hope that eventually the Sponsorship Committee
will represent all those groups in South Africa fighting at present to
establish a real multi-racial democracy in this country.

We are very anxious to see established similar
Committees in England and America. Mr. John Hatch, Mr. Basil Davidson,
and Mr. Colin Legum of 'The Observer'!, have so far agreed to join an
English Sponsorship Committee and write for the Quarterly. Mr. Clement
Davies has written to me exXpressing his very great interest and
promising to do what he can when he returns from his visit to Israel.
I have approached a number of others, but do not wish to anticipate
their replies. Would you be prepared, do you think, to join such a
Committee? We should feel deeply honoured if you would. By publicising
the official interest of influential people overseas, we hope to
persuade the general reading public in England and America of the
necessity for studying the problems of Africa, and so create a well-
informed and powerful public opinion to press for a more liberal
approach to African affairs.

In any case, We should be grateful if you would
contribute to the Quarterly. Perhaps you would be kind enough to let
me know about this as soon as possible, and what, if anything, you
would be prepared to write. Contributions for the second issue need
only be in at my Office by the beginning of September. But we intend
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AFRICA SOUTH

AN JIUNTERNATIONAL QUARTERLY

-
Editr: RONALD M. SEGAL Office: 2, VLAM GEBOU,
PARLIAMENT ST.,
CAPE TOWN

pear Wy, Albrobams, 25]u|sé.

"Africa South" is an urgent experiment, a Quarterly published in South
Africa, dealing principally with the problems of Southern Africa, but carrying
articles on related issues by experts in other countries and aimed at a world-
wide circulation and influence. It is an attempt to lay down a two—way street
across the map, to make and keep the rest of the world aware of what is
happening in South Africa, and South Africa aware and understanding of problems
and experiences it shares with the rest of the world. If we are not to learn
from the agonies of other countries, other countries may learn from our own,
and the rest of Africa be made over in a different image. But we must learn if
we are to survive at all, and those of us concerned in this undertaking believe
that only by such balanced discussion of our problems as the Quarterly aims to
provide, may we yet arrive at sanity in South Africa and escape the last
tyrannies of our intolerance.

The Quarterly will not support any Political Party. But it will have a
Policy — to encourage the building up of a multi-racial democracy in South
Africa with the privileges and responsibilities of citizenship common to all.
And it will work for this not only by analysis and definition, but implicitly,
in a Literary section that will be open to writers in all the languages of
South Africa. If we can achieve a multi-racial literature and through it
encourage multi—racial literacy in this country, some part of the slums of
panic and ignorance that cover South Africa may be cleared, and the way to a
multi—racial politic be smoothed.

The Quarterly will have Offices in New York and London and representa-—
tives in other parts of the world. Sponsorship Committees are already being
formed in England and America and we hope to be able to announce their members
very soon. A number of influential American organizations have promised help
even to direct involvement. As an instance, the National Association for the
Advancement of the Coloured People has offered to circulate all its members
for subscriptions and give the Quarterly free publicity and advertising in its
national periodical. And so we hope not only to establish a large readership
overseas, but be able, as a result, to carry articles by those more interested
in the public their opinions will reach than in the relatively small payment
the Quarterly can offer them.

The Editor will be responsible for the selection of articles and it is
his intention to print only those of th€ highest standard. It is hoped that
distinguished South Africans will serve as Consultants and be responsible for
the Quarterly Political and Economic Reviews. The magazine is being backed to
a limit of £7,500, and this will make it possible for us to pay approximately
£25 an article of 3,500 words (£7 a thousand). Of course payment to
Contributors will increase as soon as the Quarterly runs at a steady profit. At
present 3 /6 has been fixed upon as the price in South Africa for each 140 page
issue.

We should be very grateful if you would let us know as soon as possible
whether you are prepared to support the magazine — either by sponsoring it in
South Africa or promising to contribute to it. A complete list of intending
Sponsors will be sent to you for final approval before being published and you
may, of course, withdraw your name at any time from the list should you wish to
do so. In that event, a notice of withdrawal, with brief reasons, if you wish
it, will be published in the Quarterly. Should you require any further reason—
able guarantees, we should be happy to give them to you.

Yours sincerely,

Roralls M. Gene)

Ronald M. Segal,
EDITOR.

I.
P
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AFRICA TODAY

THE BULLETIN OF THE AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON AFRICA
“Ex Airica Semper Aliquid Novi”
May I9th 1956

Dear Peter Abrahams:

I have Jjust finished reading
- and liked very much - "A Wreath for Udomo". I wanted
to review it for the '"New Leader', but it had already
been cornered by the literary editor, so I have been
given the Huddleston book instead. I rcad the review
of it in "West Africa'", and ‘am looking forward to seeing
how Africans receive it.. I+t dis a very honest book. I see
- althouzh you may not agree - a parallel with Sartre's
"L'Engrenage', in the ¢onflict between the seeming
"treason to one'g own! necessitated by statecraft, and
higher loyalty4 Oy which I do not mean that the books
have any other resemblance of course - they do not -
but merely that both you and Sartre were preoccupied
with a wvery contemporary problem that only courageous
writers have faced: most do not care to think so far.

. I have been in touch with Tom
Mboya, who tells me that you were keen on the scheme to
start an African-run press in Kenya. I do hope that
something comes of it. We shall do our best here, and
are hoping that we can get Tom over for a start. I
think he could generate a lot of enthusiasm in trade
union circles if he gets here.

My immediate reason for writing
is to ask whether you could manage us a short piece for
"Africa Today" on contemporary African writers - or
writing, hanging it on to the peg of the forthcoming
Paris conference of African writers. I think that it
wo 1d be good for Americans to know what African
writers are up and coming in French as well as in the
English language, and to begin to take more interest
than they yet do in stirrings on the African literar¥y
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scene - of which, although you may correct me, I think that there are
definite signs. I remember that, when you were in Hew York, you said
that you would be willing to do something for us, and suggested that
I contact you in May, when you mi~-ht be a little free-er. I know that
writers are never free, even when the current job is done (because
the next begins), but I am hoping that you can managé:it. e

I shall send along (bm surface mail) a copy of the current‘iséﬁe
of "Africa Today". ?g @ﬁgg a piece by Patrick Duncan on Sguth Africa,
but my general feeling ﬁé the current issue is not nearly African
enough. f course it mever can be completely so, it is a question oﬁ
keeping a balance all the time. But this issue is just not quice up
to it, although we have a review by Joseph Lomotey of Ikrumah's y
biography. Tom's piece in the previous issue was a great success.

I could continue for pages about Afro-American gossip of one kind
and anothcr, However I had better not. 1 know that everyone on the
committee =wwsmedm sends their warmest regards. We hope to see you
again before too long. I do wish that your wife would overlook
American morals and mores enough (did you read "lhe Quiet Aperican?")
to accompany you here. Visits such as yours are very heartening.

With all best wishes

Very sincerely yours

Keith Irvine.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICES - 628 N. EUTAW STREET
BALTIMORE 1, MD

June 14, 1955

Mr, Peter Abrahams
¢/o Alfred Knopf, Inc.
501 Madison Avenue
New York, New York

Dear lMr. Abrahams:

Enclosed is a copy of the review of your book 'Mine Boy",
which appeared in our issue dated June 18, 1955.

With kindest regards.
Very truly yours,
Carl Murphy

CM:kep President
Enclosure 1
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July 7, 1962

Mr, Peter Abrahams,

C/o Mr. Wilbert E, Hemming,
Box 27,

S’bOnY Bl P, 00,
Kingston, Jamaica,

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

How are you? We would be very much interested
to have a brief resume of your opinion regarding
the immediate future in government and progress in
Jamaicae

We would like LOO or 500 words covering your
viewpoint some time during the next couple of weeks.
We will be happy to pay your r egular newspaper space
rates

Sincerely,

(2 el

Claude A, B ett
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January 6th, 1959

Mr, ‘; Weeks
Atlantie Monthly

8, Arlington Street
Boston, Mass,

e Wes!
Dear Mr. m‘@

As Harold Strauss informed you I am completely
involved in a book Just now and doubt whether I could
do justice to any brief contribution to the Atlantic
at such short notice, The novel I am working on, on
the other hand is in such & rough state that I am not
ready to give out any parts of ite

I think in fairness to you I should also inform
you that I have done a longish essay for g%%g who
are producing their Africa issue sometime arch,
Having said this, let me add that I would welcome the
prospect of being printed in the Atlantiec, and if you
are not restricting your material to new and original
matter I would urge you to consult with Harold Strauss
about taking a piece oWt of either "A wreath for Udoma“,
"Pale of Freedom", or "Mine Boy“.

I would of course understand if you feel that you i
do not want to do this and regret that I cannot cooperate
with you more satisfactorily at this time on what I am
sure of will turn out to be an execiting project,

Yours sincerely

PETER ABRAHAMS

PA/bid



OFFICE OF THE 8 ARLINGTON STREET

EDITOR BOSTON 16, MASS.

Ehv Aﬂanﬁf ﬁHnnﬂﬂg December 22, 1958

Dear Mr, Abrahams:

We are planning to publish in the April Atlantic a special
Supplement dealing with Africa South of the Sahara, /the. contributions to
come half from writers of African origin and_half from those authorities who
have long been resident there, such as Nadine Gordimer, David Cole, and Alan
Paton. The articles of which we have a good nucleus already in hand are full
of interest and also, as you can, imagine, full of problems. And to keep them
in balance I am hoping that we can secure from native sources folk tales,
native chants, short stories, and perhaps a good essay on African history
by Dr. Kenneth Dike of Nigeria. Harold Strauss to whom I have been talking
about your work says that you are now absorbed in your new book, but I am
writing in the hope that perhaps you might have a short story or two avail-
able, or as an alternative, that there might be a portion of the new novel
wnich could stand effectively by itself in the magazine,

We shall have to firm up the table of contents the week
of January 23, so if there is the possibility of your being represented, I
hope you will tell me so by return mail,

Faithfully yours,

Mr. Peter Abrahams F* /47
Coyaba, Red Hill P.O, . ol T EAA &444J4

St. Andrew, Jamaica



23rd Jenuery, 1963,

Mr., Jemes D, Mgaya,
BBC (Swahili)

Bush House,

London, W,C.2,
Englend,

Dear Mr. Mgaya,

Thenk- you for your letter of
September 4, 1962, You should by now
have received copy of the West Indian
Economist, Like you I am trying to
get hold of some copies of some of the
books I have written as my friends hsve
borrowed the copies I had and have not
returned them, I am going to write
the publishers direct to see if I can
get copies for myself end I suggest you
do the seme thing.

I shall look forwerd to seeing
you if you ever find yourself in Jemaica,

Yours sincerely,

B
PA/ul, Peter Abrahems,



James D, Mgaya,
BBC(Swahili)
Bush House,

London, W.C.2.

Dear Mr. asbrahams,, 4th. September,1962.

You will,I believe, be surprised to receive a letter from me.

“ertainly you have never met before, though I h: come to know
you for a long time now, through reading yo o While I was
= : .
{ : 4 e
home in Tanganyika, I always honged famx en I would meet you.

Unfortunately, you had already left th‘:!,‘ try when I artived here
early in 1960Q. K
R ' o5, 4 4 ' 7.7
I ‘have for euite a long tlme\ a: keen interest in writing,
and I used to work for verna apgp papere when Tiwas in Tanganyika.

.
I twice conﬁk@uted for ’;\gsuth Afriean Drum. But T must say that

yoii were the one wh red me in welitinheg . 'goon affer I had left

school.
As you can seNgFom*my address, ‘I am working as a Broadeaster with

( the Overseas Service of the BBC. I have a contract of three years—which

&

eould be renewed if I want. And meamwhile I am taking a course with the

London School of Journalism.

I had wanted to pay a visit to Jamaiesthis year for my holidays,
and may be I could then have met you, but instead I am viéiting Russia
and other Bastern countries. May be I can visit Jamaica during my next
holidayse G A

P T saw your interyiew with & corraspandent from -the Daily Mail

e



—which was also used ud one IZast african
paper— aud that's how I €ame to get your
address., I wonder whether you could send
me & eopy.of the'West Indian Economist'.T
would like to see how it is beding editeds

I 1'1ave'been trying hard *fl et your
two books*f Return to Geli, &Ll@?&‘th of
Thunder-whiech I.had but {\@ aken away

..L‘ ¥ - 3 g
CARY aIre nNnow

ouji of pPrint. Coy Q advige me of hon™y
t[ ¢gould get theMN By

i .
¥0' write % Y book? :
Tell, IT€ve to stop heré¢ heping that

you will write to me.

way, are you golng

€—— 2319y pioj ISILT—>

Yours truld, - :
A

Jamds D.ptyaj¥

?
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ALBERT BONNIERS FORLAG AB
SVEAVAGEN 54—358, STOCKHOLM
TELEFON 22 75 20, TELEGRAMADRESS "BONNIERS”

STOCKHOLM den 2 March 1960

Personal address:

Mr Peter Abrahams, Adolf Fredriks Kyrkogata 15,
¢/o Public Opinion, STOCKHOLM C, Sweden.

2 Torrington Road,

Kingston,

Jamaica, BWI.

Dear Mr Abrahams,

I am a Swedish novelist and made dxukdng the whole of 1959 a round trip throudgh
Africa, writing for Dagens Nyheter, princimpal daily mewspaper. I met Nadine Gordimer
and her husband many times, Anthony Sampson, Bloke lMedisane, Zeke lphahlele, Harry
Bloom, and other people whom you might know or who talked about you. Studying for a
term at the university in Salisbury , S. Rhodesia, I was immediately recommended
your books, and "Return to Goli", in fact, wa® my imitiation to South Africa.

I have now been asked by a Swedish publishing house, Cavefors, to compile an
anthology of African writing for 1961, the first of its kind to appear in Scandinavia.
It will reflect "the mnew Africa" and eontain fiction and non-fiction , everything from
short stories and poems to politicaliartikles, speeches, or manifestos.

As you know, "Tell Freedom" 4s under translation into Swedish by a friend of mine,
a very good woman novelist, and I have been asked to preface it. It will be published
in September, I wrote an interview with Nadine Gordimer, and quoted her saying that
you were the most accomplished novelist in 4ll Africa, among non-whites, and that
sufficiently roused the interest of the publishers here.

I am going to selset some samples of your writing for this anthology (excluding of
course Tell Freedom); and. I have not yet decided quite what., I would like to ask you
if you have any wpersonal preferences - what chapter, short story, or anything would
you like to see translated and presented for a Scandinavian public; the book is to be
distributed in Norway, Denmark, and Finland as well as Sweden. Is there anything only
published in a newspaper or magazine that would be worth considering, also because of
its being less known? Have you written any reportage on the African question not
included in Return to Goli which you consider as good? Which short story of yoursz do
you like most, and which novel? What are your immediate plans, in living and writing?
What about Public Opinion - for me an unknown paper? These last questions is for a
presentation in the end of the book. Any other autobiographical mgterial except for
the few lines that Faber & Faber sends to the papers would be very welcome, also for
the preface I am going to write for Tell Freedom.

These questions may be boring to you, but you will be the very first African (or
non-white) author to be introduced in Sweden and it is important that it is done xwith
accuracy, and that critics and readers will know something about you and your works.
(Nadine Gordimer, Alan Paton, @an Jacobson are all popular here, but nobody has heard
of Zeke M or Amos Tutuola.) ' :

I would be very grateful indeed if you could manage to get time to write me a fairly
full answer. y
Thank you in gdvance. Having heard so much about you
in Africa and having read all your books I feel I almost know you, Such thinge
are strange, like beinz observed from a distance without one s knowing it.

Sincerely yours’
jﬁ\ L)&Hl—f’aq (Per Wistberg) |



30/10/87
Coyaba,

Red Hills
St. Andrew,

Dera Ms Rochman,

Sorry about the delay in respond:
to your note and enclosure of the 20th.
Cur postal system is slow at times.

Faber handles all the business si
of my worx now so please write them. The

Permissions Mesnager is Miss Mavis E. Pin

Sincerely

Peter Abrahesms






American Library Association

50 East Huron Street
Hazel Rochman Chicago, Illinois 60611
Assistant Editor, Books For Young Adults 312/944-6780
Ann Sandhorst October 19, 1987

Permissions Editor
Random House

201 East 50th st.
New York, NY 10022

Dear Ann Sandhorst:

In Fall 1988 the Harper Junior Books Group plans to publish Somehow Tenderness
Survives: Stories of Southern Africa, a short story anthology for young
adults compiled by Hazel Rochman, in a hardbound trade edition with a probable
retail price of $12.95. The first printing will be 6,000 copies.

the
May I have permission to reprintyattached & excerpt from Tell Freedom by
Peter Abrahams in Somehow Tenderness Survives, in all editions published or
licensed in all languages throughout the world? Could we give it the title,
"Crackling Day,"™ as in the anthology African Rhythms, or would you prefer:
another title? ' ‘

Please advise me the fee you would charge, if any, for this use and please
indicate the proper form of acknowledgment. My royalties will be given to an
anti-apartheid organization, such as the International Defense and Aid Fund
for Southern Africa.

For your information, some of the other contributors we are hoping to include
are Doris Lessing, Nadine Gordimer, Dan Jacobson, Zoé Wicomb, Gcina Mhlope,

Ernst Havemann, and Mark Mathabane.

If you do not control the British Commonwealth rights, would you please
forward a copy of this letter to the proper party?

I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.
Sincerely,
Hazel Rochman

cc: Peter Abrahams
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Africana Studies & Research Center

607-255-5218 Director
607-255-4625 Faculty
June 4, 1990 607-255-5229 Library

Ms. Mavis Pindard
Permission Editor
Faber & Faber Ltd.
3 Queen Square
London WC 1N 3AU
England

Dear Ms. Pindard,

Yesterday I conferred by telephone with Peter Abrahams in Jamaica
regarding a number of apparent misunderstandings concerning my request
for permission to include the script of "A Wreath for Udomo," my play
based upon Mr. Abrahams' novel, in the forthcoming anthology of plays by
Black playwrights in the diaspora, which I am editing for Indiana
University Press.

As a result, Mr. Abrahams has referred me to you again, as he put it,
"to see if we can work something out" -- subject, of course, to his final
approval.

Among the points to be made clear are these:

1) I have no claim whatsoever Jpon Mr. Abrahams or his novel, since our
three (3) prior contractural agreements have all expired.

I enclose a copy of the agreement of January 11, 1960, which also

refers to a prior agreement of October 1, 1957. Additionally, please

find enclosed excerpted pages from a copy of the Minimum Basic Contract

of May 15, 1960, which was supplied to me by Curtis Brown Ltd. in New

York City. (I have omitted sending a copy of the entire document, since it
runs quite a few pages. I'm certain, however, that Curtis Brown will be
agreeable to any request by you for a complete copy.)

As such, Mr. Abrahams is completely free to contract with anyone at
any time, either now or in the future, for exploitation of the rights tc
his property.

2) The play was professionally staged in two productions, both of which were
authorized by Mr. Abrahams: (A) by and at Karamu House in Cleveland, Ohio, in
March and April of 1960; and (B) by William Chambers at the Lyric
Hammersmith in London, England, in November of 1961.

Mr. Abrahams, of course, received his contracturally due advances and
royalties as specified in both contracts.

I enclose a copy of the programme from the London production, together
with a copy of the poster/handbill, designed by Tony Walton -- who was
the set and costume designer as well.

(Continued)
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I have searched high and low for copies of the reviews, but all I can
supply at present are these two excerpted references:

"(The play) affects us like an isolated candle-flame in the dark.
When it is extinguished, the darkness still seems to be alive
with it." --The Times.

"Aeschylean...remarkably successful." --London Daily Telegraph.

3. The permission requested is confined solely to publication of the
play in an academic anthology, which is intended primarily for
Classroom use.

As specified in both contracts, no production of the play may be

given by anyone without the written permission of Peter Abrahams or his
representatives. This would be made absolutely clear in a notice pre-
ceeding the play in the anthology. (Please see enclosed Permissions
letters.)

I hope this will clear up any possible misunderstandings concerning this
request.

Again, I enclose two copies of the proposed agreement. If this now
meets with Mr. Abrahams' and Faber & Faber's concurrence, please sign,
retain one copy and return the other to me.

My thanks in advance for your consideration.

Cordially,

William B. Branch
Professor of Theatre, Dramatic Literature
alnd Communications

Enclosures.
WBB:s
cc: Peter Abrahams

P.S. Since our regular 1989-90 academic year is now over, please reply to
home address, which is:

William B. Branch

53 Cortlandt Avenue

New Rochelle, N. Y. 10801
(914) 235-1809

my
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Africana Studies & Research Center

June 4, 1990

607-255-5218 Director
607-255-4625 Faculty
607-255-5229 Library

Faber & Faber Ltd.
3 Queen Square
London WC1N 3AU
England

Re: "A Wreath for Udomo," a play by William Branch,
based upon the novel by Peter Abrahams.

To Whom It May Concern:

With your concurrence and signature below, this letter will serve as a
PERMISSIONS AGREEMENT for the publication of "A Wreath for Udomo," a

play by William Branch, based upon the novel by Peter Abrahams, in an
anthology of plays by Black playwrights in the diaspora, compiled and edited by
William B. Branch and published by Indiana University Press.

In consideration of the permission granted herein, the undersigned

Editor agrees to pay to Faber & Faber Ltd., as Agent for Peter Abrahams,
the sum of $100.00 (one hundred dollars), representing a 50% share of the
total permissions fee of $200.00, upon publication.

The author credits will be given as follows:

"A Wreath for Udomo," a play by William Branch,
based upon the novel by Peter Abrahams.

As part of the usual copyright and permissions warning preceeding the
play, the following will be stated prominently:

"No production of this play may be given without the
written permission of Peter Abrahams or his representatives,
Faber & Faber Ltd., 3 Queen Square, London WC1N 3AU, England."

The rights granted to this property by the Playwright to the Editor are
non-exclusive and are for English language publication and world
distribution. All other rights are reserved.

William B. Branch, Editor

Date

Faber & Faber Ltd., Agent

Date

WBB:s

Cornell University, 310 Tripbhammer Road, Ithaca, New York 14850-2599



Africana Studies & Research Center

June 4, 1990

607-255-5218 Director
M, Peser AbrANANE 607-255-4625 Faculty
Coyaba ) 607-255-5229 Library
P.0. Box 20, Red Hills
St. Andrew

Jamaica, West Indies

Dear Peter,

Thank you for conferring with me by phone on Sunday regarding my request

for permission to include the script of "A Wreath for Udomo," the play

you kindly allowed me to base upon your novel, in an anthology of plays by
Black playwrights in the diaspora, to be published by Indiana University Press.

As you suggested, I have written again to Mavis Pindard at Faber & Faber
in order to try to work something out. Enclosed are copies of that letter
and all the accompanying documents, including contracts, having to do with
the play's productions in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1960, and in London, England,
in 1961.

These contracts have long since expired, of course, but they clearly affirm
that your rights to your property are completely unfettered by any claim
from me or the play's producers. As a writer (of sorts) myself, I would not
want it otherwise.

That is why I informed you in my letter of October 31, 1989 (copy
enclosed), that I would be contacting Faber & Faber to seek permission
to include the play in the anthology. There has never at any time been
any wish or attempt on my part to address this in anything other than a
professional manner. My call to you was an attempt to clarify any
possible misunderstanding of fact or intent, since Ms. Pindard
apparently based her denial of permission upon your letter to her of
March 14, which stated you were unable to find any records.

Thus, I hope these documents, as well as our talk on Sunday, will be
of some help to you and Faber & Faber in reconsidering this request.

It was good talking to you, Peter, after all these years. I'm glad to
know that you and your family are well and thriving. If ever you're up
this way, please feel free to give a ring and perhaps we can get together
for a chat.

Meantime, go well, stay well.

Sincerely,

William B. Branch
Professor

P.S. Home address, as always: 53 Cortlandt Avenue, New Rochelle, N. Y.,
(914) 235-1809.

Enclosures.
WBB: s

Cornell University, 310 Triphammer Road, Ithaca, New York 14850-2599
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Africana Studies & Research Center

607-255-5218 Director
607-255-4625 Faculty
607-255-5229 Library

October 31, 1989

| - 20 ﬂ“lr"'(’,"égo
Mr. Peter Abrahams

Red Hills, St. Andrew
Jamaica, West Indies

Dear Peter,
Greetings to you and your family!

Yes, I know, it's been a very long time since we were last in touch. I hope
you, your lady and family are all well and thriving.

First, I want to pass on to you the enclosed newsletter, which reports on the
passing of our senior colleague, J. Congress Mbata. In a chance conversation
some years ago, he told me that you and he had been schoolmates in South Africa.
He asked for your address, which I secured for him, but when I asked a few
times later, he hadn't gotten around to writing. He is very much missed here
at the Africana Center, where he taught for nearly 20 years and was scheduled
to retire last Spring.

Next, I'd like to report that I've been engaged by Indiana University Press to
compile and edit a new anthology of plays by Black writers in the diaspora.
Among the plays I'd like to include is the final script of the London production
(1961) of "A Wreath for Udomo," based, of course, upon your novel. (I emphasize
"based upon" rather than "a dramatization of" in order to be quite clear that
you are not to be held to blame!)

In that connection, I understand that your agents nowadays are Faber & Faber Ltd
of 3 Queen Square, London WC 1N 3AU, England, and 50 Cross Street, Winchester,
Mass., USA. I shall be contacting them within the next few weeks to see if

this can be arranged.

Meantime, all best wishes.

Sincerely,

e~ o

William B. Branch
Professor of Theatre, Dramatic Literature
and Communications

WBB:s
enc.

Cornell University, 310 Tripbammer Road, Ithaca, New York 14850-2599
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Africana Studies & Research Center

607-255-5218 Director
607-255-4625 Faculty
607-255-5229 Library

October 31, 1989

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Red Hills, St. Andrew
Jamaica, West Indies

Dear Peter,
Greetings to you and your family!

Yes, I know, it's been a very long time since we were last in touch. I hope
you, your lady and family are all well and thriving.

First, I want to pass on to you the enclosed newsletter, which reports on the
passing of our senior colleague, J. Congress Mbata. In a chance conversation
some years ago, he told me that you and he had been schoolmates in South Africa.
He asked for your address, which I secured for him, but when I asked a few
times later, he hadn't gotten around to writing. He is very much missed here
at the Africana Center, where he taught for nearly 20 years and was scheduled
to retire last Spring.

Next, I'd like to report that I've been engaged by Indiana University Press to
compile and edit a new anthology of plays by Black writers in the diaspora.
Among the plays I'd like to include is the final script of the London production
(1961) of "A Wreath for Udomo," based, of course, upon your novel. (I emphasize
"based upon" rather than "a dramatization of" in order to be quite clear that
you are not to be held to blame!)

In that connection, I understand that your agents nowadays are Faber & Faber Ltd
of 3 Queen Square, London WC 1N 3AU, England, and 50 Cross Street, Winchester,
Mass., USA. I shall be contacting them within the next few weeks to see if

this can be arranged.

Meantime, all best wishes.

Sincerely,

)
C ez

William B. Branch
Professor of Theatre, Dramatic Literature
and Communications

WBB:s
enc.

Cornell University, 310 Tripbammer Road, Ithaca, New York 14850-2599



Peter .ﬁ’;ahams -2 - ‘ Dec. 8, 1959

Meantime, I've started on my fellowship at long last, and am busy
gathering material and sketching in the two plays on my project. I don't re-
member if I was in the newspaper business when you were here last, but Jackie
Robinson and I have a thrice weekly column in one of the leading dailies here
now, the N. Y. POST. We like to think thet it's having some sort of impact,
and I'm continuing with Jack on this, though I dropped the radio show once
I began with the Guggzenheim.

4nd speaking of Guggenheims, did you apply this year? I certainly
hope so for 1l think you're & cinch once you do. Iofton sent you the informa-
tion as I reegll, but if for some reason you missed it, let me know and I'll
get next yeer s application to you as scon as they're ready. By the way,
John Clarke, Rlice Childress and John Q. Killens are among those applying
this year.

We often speak of you here, Peter, and we've all been waiting for
the Holiday article. Narie sends fond regards, as do Helenand Lofton. ILofton
hes a play out shopping for a home also, anca Juyliman Mayfield is in the finel
stretches of his new novel. John Killens spent last summer in Hollyw od
writing the screenpley of YOUNGBLOOD and is back at work on his novel, while
Alice is re-writing a play. We saw Ruthie just last night at: a reception for
Miriam }Makeba, the singer from Johannesburg who has just begun & nightelub
engagement here. ile hope to catch her act sometime next week.

And, as you'll note from the address above, we've moved aflong kstt
#nd next time you come up to visit we cean put you up overnight, at least.

Well, I've prattled on and on now, and so it's your turn next. Please
drop me & note post haste about the Karamu production &s I promised to eall
them on Monday. There's nothing to lose and quite possibly a grezt desl to
gain if the production goes well., Regards to the wife, whom we look forward
more than ever to meeting some day, and take care of yourself.

Sincerely,

/»f”";%?; égygfi-
Wwilliam Branch

FP.S. Henry Lee Moon has been ill lstely, and I know he'd appreciate a hello
from you, c¢/o NAACP, 20 West 40th Street, N.Y.C.
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THE ‘BRITISH COUNGIL

16, Robb & Hincks Streets, Georgetown, British Guigna. »
Tel. 4448. -

BG/0280/2 (iv) 29th June, 1961.

M)’ . lfo,

Enclosed, please find Money Order for &£1. 15s. Od.
as our subscription to the West Indian Economist for the
year ending 1961, I am so sorry that this is late in
reaching you. The account dated 27th Marcyﬁas included
in the March issue, which arrived in Georgetown on June
22nd and came to my notice only yesterday. I thought
you would like to know of the long time it takes the "Economist"

to reach us,

I was very pleased to read John Brown's notice of
"Focus". Criticism of that order cam do nothing but good if
it will help us to grow up. The difficulty is that we have
not sufficient of it; for, without in any way detracting
from what Brown has said, there could be other equally valid
criticisms which would have given us other view—points, I
was glad to see Mfky get such high praise and I agree that
the Beoard was not'hpito strict enough about some of the
shorter pieces.

I am daily in touch with the Argosy Bookshop
which is next door to us, but as yet there is no sign of
the arrival of the copies of "Focus" which had been ordered
months ago. We do seem to be a very great distance away from

you, What @ Dity! wee st SO o e o,
Love lo Balkbe . WA 7o~ :‘7"3\&;7 ¢ A?_Zz
df;~30~-‘4. ;ZZ*-‘P4 P bl ivigonn L lare
A Apnl, Dok g LK g s

A ctw - € E.W. Burbridge,
EWB/BW f/'.' Ao ALE ] Representative,
Peter Abrahams, Esq.
’ ’ éé;, o)

The West Indian Economist,

164=6 Harbour St.,

Kingston, P e
Jaﬂlai Ca, w.Lo L
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PATRON: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN

THE BRITISH COUNCIL

13 EAST STREET, KINGSTON, JAMAICA., B.W.l

TELEPHONE: 4631 TELEGRAMS: BRITCOUN, JAMAICA
.4*/

Copy_for Mr. Peter Abrahams v

28th March, 1960

AKX XX XXXXX
E.W.Burbridge, 0.B.k. 5406

<f2£u~a /A7u¢s /%f;ﬂ"élj(/)

Jamaica Arts Adviscry Couneil
1960 Publication of "Focus®

You already know that the Arts Advisory Council made a recommendaticn to the
Minister of Housing and Social Welfare that the next edition of "Focus" should
receive a subvention from Government {unds, We have been glad to learn that the
Minister has warmly accepted this proposal and, in my capacity as Chairman of the
Literature Sub-committee of the Advisory Council, I have been entrusted to hold
for the time being a cheque for &£500,

Our Chairman, Dr, Philip Sherlock, has also already let you know that we
were very happy indeed that you had eonsented again to edit "Focus', Could you
please very kindly let me know 4o whom I should now hand over the Ministier's
cheque, I quote below the latter from the Ministry which accompanied the
chegue: = 2
"Would you be geod enough to lodge this money at your

eariiest convenience and operate an account on behalfl of
the Arts Advisory Council, providing this Ministry with a
gtatement showing how the money has been utilised."

The Arts Advisory Council has also asked Peter Abrahams and myself, as the
members of the Literature Sube=committee, to hold ourselves in readiness to
assist you and your editorial board in any way in which you feel we can be
helpful, There are, {or example, such practical considerations as advertising
and the sponsorship of future editions of "Focus", in which the Arts Advisory
Council is bound to have an interest, and we have been asked to make ourselves
responsible to the full Counecil,

May I please say how delighted I am personally that therecis to be another
issue of "Focus" and that it is once again in your capable and enthusiastic
hands,

Mre, Norman Manley, /&<;'P 013¢%§
Drumblair, Kingston.
/w <(é~) A

\-.
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THE BRITISH COUNCIL .

BRITISH COUNCIL HOUSE, 13 EAST ST., KINGSTON, JAMAICA, B.W.I.

-
REPRESENTATIVE IN JAMAICA Telegrams: ‘“Britcoun,’” Jamaica
E. W. BURBRIDGE, O.B.E. Telephone: 5406
, P.0, Box §
Jamjosn3

ond Yebrusry, 1960

At the last meeting of the Jamalea Arts Advisory
Council Peter Abrshams and I were charged with the delightful task
of getting in touch with you to see what assistance we might bo‘
sble to render in the publication of the next edition of "Focus”,
%e might have the delightful discovery that there is nothing actually
to be done by us, dbut Philiy Sherlock thousht we should make this
aporoach in case there were mmofmazmtmldh relieved.

1 em wondering whether a meeting could be contrived
at our home at 23, nm&mtmunmmgmmetmmn.

his stay, and
1t would be most helpful for him if we mot early during
1 will shortly ring you to discover if Thursday, Pebruary 1lth, at

8,15 p.m, would be convenient.
)/" et )
- J-éh\-—‘/' l .

2o faks

s &l
¥rs, Horman Manley, ,9 M'Z/ A&—ef '
#Drumblair® )

KINGSTON 8, M " : A//,,_)

e Lot orel Kooes—o~
g riock. /f;] “* No/e ﬂ Kot
BB/ js.
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3rd Jenuary,1962.

Mr, Siegfried Marks,
Latin Americen Editor,
Business International,
200 Park Avenue South,
New York 3, N.Y.

*
Dear Mr., Marks,

I am sorry about the delay in
replying to your letter of September 12th
1961, but I have been travelling in the
Caribbean and have been extremely busy.

I am afreid I have so much on
my plate that I cannot take on any more.
If, however you would like me to try to
get somebody suitably qualified for you
let me know.

Yours sincerely,

G e,

Peter Abrahems
PA/mph
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200 PARK AVENUE SOUTH

Business Iuternational v xonxs v

ALcoNQUIN 4-5500

WEEKLY REPORT TO MANAGEMENT ON BUSINESS ABROAD

September 12, 1961

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Managing Editor

West Indian Economist
164=166 Harbour Street
Kingston, Jamaica

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Business International is in need of a qualified part=time correspondent
in Jamaica (to cover also, if possible, the other islands of the West
Indies Federation, British Honduras and Guiana). [t is my impression that
your experience and present full=time job would make you qualified to work
for us.

The enclosed pamphlet explains the activities of Bl and the attached 10
back issues of our weekly illustrate the type of reporting we do. Most

of our readers are US company executives involved in exporting or manu=
facturing abroad. Aside from analyzing what new legal provisions and
political, economic and tax changes in individual investment stories con-
taining new ideas which could be applied by our readers to their own firms,
The nature of the material we are interested in is such that we do not re=
quire regular reporting, but rather dispatches whenever suitable material
for Bl develops. At times | have particular story suggestions for indi-
vidual correspondents. Sometimes, but not usually, they have to meet
particular deadlines. However, some material, such as new laws, requires
early presentation in Bl. We pay our part-time correspondents 10 cents
per published word, but a minimum of $15 per published item in Bl, no
matter how short. Thus, any of our radars, for example, would result in

a $15 payment, |f specific information is requested and furnished by the
correspondent, but not published in Bi, a lump-sum payment of at least $15
is paid,

Please, fill out the enclosed application form, if you would be interested
in working for Bl. An existing working arrangement can be terminated by
either party giving one month prior notice.
I am looking forward to an early reply from you.
Sincerely yours,
Siedfried Marks
Latin American Editor

SM/mr

CORRESPONDENTS IN THE MAJOR MARKETS OF THE WORLD
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Business International v voxx>~-

ALGONQUIN4-5500

WEEKLY REPORT TO MANAGEMENT ON BUSINESS ABROAD

April 15, 1959

Mr. Peter Abrams

Editor

West Indies Economist
164 - 166 Harbour Street
Kingston, Jamaica

Dear Mr. Abrams:

un February 26, George Natanson, to whom I gave your
name when I returned from Jamaica, wrote to you concerning
the correspondent®s job which we discussed together. No word
was received from you subseguently, and yet we should be
taking a decision very shortly.

In the meantime, Mr., Natanson has left Business In=-
ternational and our Editor, Elliott Haynes, has asked me to
check with you whether you wish to confirm your candidacy at this
time, or not. I am enclosing a copy of our February 26 lettey,
in case it did not reach you.

Did you come to the USA in March as you planned? I had
announced your visit to our editors who would very much have
liked to meet you. I am certain we could have had a very
lively discussion of the Caribbean situation with you! Sorry
that we did not see you.

Hoping to hear from you soon,

Z;rdially, L
21T MQM

anine Lien
esearch Editor

JLzsaek
Encl.

CORRESPONDENTS IN THE MAJOR MARKETS OF THE WORLD
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Business International v xor<s ~~

GRAMEBRCY 7-9245

WEEKLY REPORT TO MANAGEMENT ON BUSINESS ABROAD
February 26, 1959

Mr. Peter Abrahams -
Editor

West Indies Economist
16l = 166 Harbour Street
Kingston, Jamaica

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Please forgive me for not having wribten you much
sooner. Upon her return from Jamaica, Janine gave mé your name and
asked that I write you with the idea that yowmighit be interested in
becoming our correspondent in Jameica and perhaps throughout the West
Indies.

If you 2re interest@d in doing this, we here at
Business International would be more then happy to heve you represent
use Janine has no doubt told _yow all about BI, but I thought I'd go
over alféw of the high points.

Business Internaticnal is a weekly publication writtem
for top management of US compandecs who do business zbroad. We try and do
£i11 them in on any development overseas which might affect their foreign
besiness. As you gan'seefrom the enclosed copies of BI, we attempt to
cover the world withweberies on investment climate, taxation, currency,
tariff reguddtiems,\corporate practice, economic growth, etc., 211 this
from the most ‘spec®fic point of view possibls.

I'm sending along a few back issues of BI which will
show you what Tsiean.

As you can see, our requirements are fairly special.
Briefly, we need someone who c¢an keep us informed from time to time on
developments that affect US business operations, or that help to instruct
them., Qur need is for full, factual material; most of the material is re=-
written here in New York from,additional infomation we pick up on the basis
of the correspondent's information,

Qur correspondentts rates are ten cents per published word
with a minimum of $15 per story (used). We have a section called "radars"
which are brief notes (please see copies enclosed) gn items of particular
interest. These are paid at a rate of $l5 for each one published. e naturally
pay the same rates on specific stories requested by us but in the everd that
these arentt used, we pay a flat rate of §15.

CORRESPONDENTS IN THE MAJOR MARKETS OF THE WORLD



200 FOURTH AVENUE

Business International v o<~

RAMEBRCY 7-9245

WEEKLY REPORT TO MANAGEMENT ON BUSINESS ABROAD

- -

If you are interested, please let me know by return mail. If you
are, we'll be happy to have you with us. Qur deadline. in New York, by
the way, is Wednesday morning for that week's issue. Wetd like it early
in the wesk, though, if that is possible.

It1]l certainly look forward to hearing from you then and hope that
youtll be able to work for us. Aside from Jamaica its@lf, Janine tells

me you can also contribute material from the othar d8lands of the West
Indies. This is weceptionally good as we'd have onesCentral clearing

house, as it werey; for all material from the FedéTratiof.
‘ orE,e NAtanson

atin Anerican Editor

Janine sends her best regards.

GN/ mr
Enclosures

CORRESPONDENTS IN THE MAJOR MARKETS OF THE WORLD



RECOGNIZED PRACTITIONERS IN IVERTILING

X

B-WEE ADVERTISING SERVICE

BRITISH WEST INDIAN ADVERTISING SERVICE.

CABLE: B-WEE “BRONDWAY L HEOUEER 4 Wrightson Road TELEPHONE
TRINIDAD, xnxxmbmuxx 31801.
PORT-OF-SPAIN, TRINIDAD,

B.W.I.

October I6, 1959

Dear Mr Abrahams,
I seem to have bad luck with  your magazine, which
I really look forward to reading. Although a subscriber, I haven't yet
received your August number, although I have read it = the Federal Information
Office's COPYe Because I think the magazine valuable as reference, I'm
bringing this to your attention in the hope that you'll put right whatever

is wrong. I do hope " The West Indian Economist " will have a long

life.

. Sincerely,

Albert Gomes.



- 29th April,I959
c/e B-Wee Advertising Agency
4 Wrightsen Read.
Pert ef Spain

Prinidad. TWels

The West Indian Ecenemist,
164~ I66 Harbeur Street.
Kingsten,

Jamaica.

B3,

Please nete that since I sent yesu a year's

subscriptien te ysur paper Invhave oanly received ene ce - February's.
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Callaloo

A JOURNAL OF AFRO-AMERICAN AND AFRICAN ARTS AND LETTERS
Department of English e University of Virginia e Charlottesville, VA 22903

May 2, 1994

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Red Hills

St. Andrew
JAMAICA

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

To honor the late Ralph Ellison and celebrate his literary achievements, we are planning to
devote a special issue of Callaloo (Spring 1995) to Mr. Ellison’s life and work. I am writing
to invite you to submit work on Mr. Ellison for this special issue.

Your literary contribution to this special issue of Callaloo need not be limited to the critical
essay. In other words, you may submit any one of a number of forms (or a combination of
them): for example, an informal or popular essay, a reminiscence, a poem, a combination of
poetry and prose, a formal or critical essay, a creative non-fiction piece, or a prose narrative
recounting personal or professional relationships or encounters with Mr. Ellison, will all
suffice. Individual contributions should not exceed 5,000 words or twenty typed pages, and,
if documented, should follow the style designated by the MLA Handbook for Writers of
Research Papers (second edition, 1984).

If you would like to submit more than one text and would like us to publish all of or to select
from them, please indicate your wish in your cover letter. It is also important that you keep
our publications dates in mind: in order to bring out this special Ralph Ellison Issue of
Caiialoo on scheduie (Spriig 1555, it is necessary that we recelve your manuscripi(s) on or
before January 15, 1995. Please know that we would consider it a very high honor to
include your work in this special of Callaloo.

When I first informed members of our editorial board about my plan to mount a special issue
of Callaloo that would illuminate Ralph Ellison’s work and celebrate his phenomenal
achievements as an artist and an intellectual, they all advised me to begin planning
immediately for such a project. I have no doubt that if you support it too we not only will
meet our publication deadline, but we also will be able to present to the reading public one
of the most innovative and multi-faceted portraits of Ralph Ellison in print. We foresee this
special issue of Callaloo as a major contribution to the ever-growing body of work on Ralph
Ellison.

If you accept this invitation to contribute to what we consider to be one of the most



important special issues of Callaloo, please complete and return the enclosed response sheet
at your earliest convenience. You may also write to me at the above address, telephone me
(804-924-6616), send me a note via electronic mail (callaloo@virginia.edu), or send a FAX
(804-924-1478).

Thank you ever so much for supporting this project.
Sincerely,

Chads, H ., Rovwet)

Charles H. Rowell
Editor of Callaloo
Professor of English
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RESPONSE SHEET FOR
SPECIAL CALLALOQ ISSUE ON RALPH ELLISON

TO: Charles H. Rowell
Editor of Callaloo

FROM:

I accept your invitation to contribute to the special Ralph Ellison Issue of Callaloo which is
scheduled for publication during the Spring of 1995. I understand that, in order to meet your
publication deadlines, you should receive my manuscript(s) on or before January 15, 1995.

I would like you to use the following address and telephone number when communicating to
me about this project:

Address:

Telephone:

FAX:

E-Mail

Signed:

Date:
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Please reply to The Djrector, Cardiff’ Comonwealth Arts
Festival, ¢/o Town Clerk's Department, City Hall, Cardiff, Wales.

IN YOUR REPLY
PLEASE QUOTE

CITY OF CARDIFF.

CARDIFF.

S.TAPPER-JONES, LL.B. 19th September 1964

TOWN CLERK.
CLERK OF THE PEACE.

Ter. N? 31033.

Dear Nr Abrehans,

I have been given your name by GeorgeSkinner - who my wife
and I met when we were staying at Suzy Benghiat!s flabt in London ; and your
address by Frank Pike, editor for Faber & Fabewm,

They both felt that you might be interested in editing (or
part editing) a book which we ¢that is the Cardiff Commonwealth Arts Festival)
are hoping to publish - an antholegy of eontemporary Commonwealth prose or

poetry.
I will try toput you in the picture,

I am responsible, together with a guiding committee
appointed by the City Council of Cardiff, for the direction of the Cardiff
Comonwealth Arts Festival which is to be held here from 16th September -
2nd October, 1965.

As yourmay know, the Commonwealth Festivel will be running
simultaneously in, London, Cardiff, Glasgow and liverpool. The programmes of
the various cities will be inter-related, end drawn partly from a centrsl
pool of artists and campanies and exhibitions being brought to Legndon by
lir Tan Hunter, the Director-General of the Festival. But in addition each
city will be responsible for initiating productions and functions of its owne

It is hoped that = in addition to a conference of
Commonwealth writers, (which has already been suggested though not yet
approved) - Cardiff will be able to sponsor the publication of a volume
of collected Camonwealth prose mk or poetry (contemporary).

I favour the idea of a volume of collected poens.

It ig going to be difficult to find one editor to 'cover!
the Commonwealths If ~ for instance - you felt able to cover Africa,
the West Indies (and perhaps India) etc., then presumably we would need someone
to cover Australia, New Zealand, Canada etc. We may need 2/'3 editors for



selection, and one executive editor in London =~ doing no selectionm,

but seeing that all the chogen poems come together and meke a book.

In any case it is going to be difficult to present a publisher with mss.

in 3/L months time - in time to have the bock published for the opening
of the Festival in September 1964. It is also going to be difficult to
meke the book into something more then a piece of bock=-making. Inevitably,
I'm afreid, all the published work will have to be in Inglish (or with
English trenslatuons?. The book may well lack any wiity,; but on the other
hand it would be folly to impose an arbitrary unity, which would probably
only serve to exclude talent. I think 3/ poesus should be published from
each country (maybe with a very brief = perhaps biographical = note) ;
and ‘the book left ag zimple as that.

In spite of the arbitrarinegs I feel that there would be
definite value in such a book (certainly I prefer the idea of something solid
like ko kmwk a book, to some 'Poet's Oonference', though we may have that
as well), A4nd anyway I feel thatra good Festival should leave samething
pemanent behind it. AW Bh opportunity for a "Cammonwealth Poetry '65"
would give the readers and poets a chance to see what ig being written
in other countries ; a chance for young (and perhaps old) poets to be
published in London, and. on sale in the L Festival cities, and (we hope)
the Cammonwealth as well.), And a (small) fee for each poet.

Sounuch for the plan,

If we are to carry the plan through, then we will need to
appoint editors as soon as possible. ILach editor would be responsible for Rimiimz
finding and collecting poems from a number of countries (with appropraite
administrative help for letter-paper, money to cover any advertising costs,
postage etc. ; in addition to editorial fee). And the collected poems would
then go to London, for inelusion in the full anthology.

Does the project interest you ? I hope so.

If you feel unable to teke an interest in the editorial
side (or if your commitments prevent you from doing so) then I would
be grateful if you could suggest any other names (or perhaps pass this
letter on). It is going to be very difficult to produce the book in the
time, But I feel the endeavour to be more worth-while and of more practical
value, than the usual 'talk' which is the product of literary get~togethers
(though I can see kimk the value in that part of Cgpferences where the
writers are on their owmn, in small groups). For my part I would be very
heppy to give publication to Commonwealth poets for whaa publication is more

an urgent need than even more time spent talking about poetry.



Of course I am interested in all the Cammonwealt
I would welcome any pointers towards Commonwealth sculptors, file
musicians dancers etc (in their own country, in London, New Yoxrk
(and I have already written to National .Dance Teatre Campany of t
Indies, though I gather Ian hunter heas already provisionally bookc
to cane to London and tour the other 3 cities); and I would welcam
suggestions of ways in which the Festival could deal with indigenou-
I am going to enclose 2 minutes passed by the Cardiff Cammittee whi:
out the nature and the scope of the Cardiff Festivel.

But it is the book which/is my urgent, preoccupatic
other matters can still wait a while,

I look forward to hearing fram you.

Yours sincerely,

B H

Director
Cardiff Comnonwealth Arts Festival

2

Peter Abrahams Isq
Coyaba

Red Hills P. (5

St Andrews
J&m.aica-o



That the Committee recommends that the Cardifyf .
shall s=-

(a). take a particular interest in cele’
exhibiting the achievements of ind
past and present, from all the Comn
countries - this being likely to 1
only to a most exciting and stimalati
programme, but also being an m

of paying our respects to the newer Comm
countries, and furthering the ties of fir
with them

and also (b). give representation and encouragement to
developing modes of the more-Turopeanised
Commonwealth art.



That the Committee Turther recommends that the Cardiff
Festival, while subsidising and encouraging the arts,
shall provide a programme likely to interest the whole
community of Cardiff, and the country which it serves,
byapanmﬂngmﬂpmtiwmmuantmmmﬁ
of the Commonwealth (including sport, entertaimment,
crafts, food ete), and by encouraging other bodiles and
associations to take up the theme of the Commonwealth
during the Festival.,

In this way the Committee hopes that the Festival will
not only be both memorable and exciting in itself, but
that the lasting effects will include such permanent
testimonials as commissioned works (as, may be, a film,
a book, a gramophone record), and also a renewed and
growing interest in social, economic and artistic
Conmonwealth ties,



Subject:
Nadine Gordimer's words
Date:
Mon, 17 Jul 2000 14:59:02 -0400
From:
"The Caribbean Law Publishing Co. Ltd." <cariblaw@colis.com>
To:
coyaba@cwjamaica.com

Dear Mr Abrahams,
This is what Nadine Gordimer had to say:

'‘Blood, race, colour and origin are not the only bonding agents in human
relations. The trouble is that the others are not as easily defined." It is
seldom that one finds the depth of wisdom in personal reminiscences, but
here is the wisdom of Peter Abrahams's words. His exploration of the
severing and bonding of human relations forms a kind of peripatetic
autobiography--not only of one man, an extraordinary writer, but of the
concepts and attitudes that have interplayed between the countries and
peoples of our time, preoccupied us and determined our lives. Abrahams is an
African writer, a writer of the world, who opened up in his natal country,
South Africa, a path of exploration for us, the writers who have followed
the trail he bravely blazed.”

As [ said, positive stuff. By the way, the book is being printed by Thompson
Shore in Michigan.

Best wishes,
Araya
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RADIO JAMAICA LTD.

Broadcasting House
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Kingston 5, Jamaica.
Cables: Broadco-Jamaica
Telephone: 926-1100

Directors:
Peter Abrahams
Chairman
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Managing Director

Courtney Fletcher
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@ CASTERMAN S.A. EDITEURS-

RUE DES SEURS NOIRES, 28, B-7500 TOURNAI (BELGIQUE) { 069/241.41 CASTEREDIM TOURNAI

Mr, Peter Abrahams

c/o Messrs John Fargquharson
8 Halsey House

Red Lion Square

GB — LONDON WC 1
- Grande-Bretagne -

N. R. PS.AM Tournai, 3rd January 1973

V. R,

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

We could have the French version of your book TELL FREEDOM ,which we have
been publishing for some years under the title JE NE SUIS PAS UN HOMME
LIBRE,also published in a Book Club.

Would you please kindly allow us to grant the requested permission ?

As usual in the case of reprint in a Book Club, we shall repay you 50 %
of the monies we shall receive.

With our best wishes for a Happy New Year.

Yours very truly,

Pierre Servais

SIEGE DE TOURNAI : RUE DES SGEURS NOIRES, 28, B-7500 TOURNAI - R.C. 45 - C.C.P., 219.47 - T.V.A. N° 402.489.424
SIEGE DE PARIS : EDITIONS CASTERMAN, 66, RUE BONAPARTE, F-75 PARIS 6° - { 326 97-31 ET 633 39-11 - R. C. PARIS 55 B 3333
SIEGE DE BRUXELLES : AVENUE DE ROODEBEEK, 44, B-1040 BRUXELLES - { 02/36.00.52 - SIEGE D’UTRECHT : QORSPRONG-
PARK 3, NL-UTRECHT - ( 030/206.54 - SIEGE DE MONTREAL : TERRASSE SAINT-DENIS, 342, MONTREAL 129 - { 842.8932



944-4420 Coyaba,

P.O.Box 20
Red Hills
St. Andrew
Jamaica

Mr. N. Chiwengo

Department of English 26/1/2000

Creighton University

2500 California Plaza

Omaha NE 68178-0305

US.A.

Dear Mr. Chiwengo,

Your letter of January 6, as well as the copy of it you sent through Faber in London,
reached me earlier this week.

I have recently completed what I think is the last book on the theme with which I have
grappled all my life. It is non-fiction; an autobiographical looking back over the eighty years
of my life as one man’s mirror of the black experience in the 20" century. It is called The
Coyaba Chronicles: Reflections on the black experience in the 20* century and plans are
to publish it simultaneously in both Jamaica and South Africa on the 25™ of June of this
year. An important change is that the publishers are non-metropolitan: a Jamaican-owned
house in Jamaica and a South African-owned house in Africa. So, in a small way, this is also
my contribution to the decolonisation of publishing. We do not have to continue looking to
the metropolitan centres for publishing. The Jamaican publisher will manage all foreign
rights and translations. He is currently working on finding an American publisher for a US-
Canadian edition.

I thought this information might interest you. It also explains why I cannot accede to your
request for an interview. I shall be deeply involved with the book. We are now awaiting the
proofs. I think the book should give all, or most, of the answers you would want. As you say,
I have not given interviews for many years. This is by choice. I am an old man now and I
need what remains of my life to myself and my partner of a lifetime who has always put up '
patiently with all the intrusions and travels and activism of my earlier years.

For us this is a time for peace, quiet reflection and tranquility. I have been very fortunate to
have lived to see all of Africa free, and the darker peoples of the earth moving toward
achieving their just due in the world. The Coyaba Chronicles are my last contribution to
this process. I hope you will read it and tell me your reactions to it.

Thank you for your letter. Peace and love.

Peter Abrahams
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CREIGHTO
UNIVERSITY

Department of English

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Red Hills

St. Andrew

Jamaica, West Indies

January 06, 2000

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

I have been interested in your works since my undergraduate studies in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. 1 am not only an ardent admirer of your literary work but also
have tremendous respect for you as man who dared to speak up during apartheid South
Africa.

Thanks to a Fulbright scholarship, I was able to pursue a Ph. D in English in the United
States. Ithen wrote a dissertation on your works. Currently, after teaching eight years in
the Congo, I am teaching at Creighton University in Omaha, Nebraska. After numerous
years of intensive teaching, I am in the processing of writing, at last, a book on your
literary oeuvre.

Your voice on numerous issues has not been heard through interviews in the past years. I
would, therefore, like to include an interview in the book and would appreciate
interviewing you during the Easter break of year 2000 or whenever it is convenient for
you. [ would also like to include some of your journalistic works and other
accomplishments.

Thank you for considering my request.

Sincerely,
P STt e)

N

2500 California Plaza =~ Omaha, Nebraska 68178 (402) 280-2822  FAX: (402) 280-2143
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NQTY OF JOHANNESBURG

"PUBLIC LIBRARY

Yeuur ref: Market Square
Johannesburg
Qur ref: Mrs B. Nagelg‘ast 2001

Telephone 836- 3787
23. April 1975

Mr Peter Abrahams

c/o Faber & Faber Ltd
3 Queen Square
LONDON WC1N 3AU
England

Dear Sir

o I enclose a list of tramslations of your works
which this Library is anxious to acquire. I
have already tried the publishers but most of
the titles are out of print, Do you know where
I might find a second-hand copy in good condition?
I shall be most grateful for any help you are able
to give me.

Yours faithfully

WL S (T

(MISS) A. H. SMITH
CITY LIBRARIAN

BN/JG
* ENCL

DIE BRIEF SAL IN DIE ANDER LANDSTAAL AAN U GESTUUR WORD INDIEN U DIT BINNE SEWE DAE NA DIE BRIEFDATUM HIERBO
SKRIFTELIK VERSOEK



ABRAHAMS, Peter

Aslati culepe; tr. from Russian by A.V. Petrov. Cheboksary, Chavashgosizdat,
1961. (Path of thunder in Chuvash).

Az rakhi rashchdi gurron; introd. by I. Potekhin. Dushambe, Nashrdavtots,
1962. (Path of thunder in Tajik).

Cekha-~khuhilis bilikith. Thbilisi, Nakaduli, 1961. (Path of thunder in
Georgian).

Cesta boure. Praha, Mladd Fronta, 1956. (Path of thunder in Czechoslovakian).

Cesta boure, 2nd ed. Praha, Prace, 1961. (Path of thunder in Czechoslovakian).

Cesta burky. Bratislava, Mlade leta, 1959. (Path of thunder in Slovakian).

Cette ile entre autres. Paris, Casterman, 1968. (This island now in French).

Chakmokli Iullar; +tr. from Russian by Mirzied Mirzoidov va Khaidarali Hiezov.
Tashkent, Uzadahiinashr, 1960. (Path of thunder in Uzbek).

Cierny zlatokop. Bratislava, Praca, 1950. (Mine boy in Slovakian).

Deres er natten. Kobenhavn, Jespersen og Pios, 1965. (Path of thunder in
Danish).

Divlji pohod, Zagreb, Zora, 1954. (Wild conquest in Serbo - Croatian).

Divji pohod. Ljubljana, Cankarjeva, 1960. (Wild conquest in Slovene).

Dorogoiu gromu; tr. by M. Kharenko. Kyviv, Derzhlitvydav Ukrainy, 1955.
(Path of thunder in Ukranian). :

Griaustinio taku; tr. by A. Mardosaite. Vilnius, Valstybine grozines
literaturos leidykla, 1961. (Path of thunder in Lithuanian).

Ildyrymly ollarla; tr. by Ch. Bagyr. Baku, Azerneshr, 1961. (Path of
thunder in Azeri-Turkish).

In calea trasnetului; tr. by Anton Coman. Bucuresti, Editura de Stat pentru
Literatura si Arta, 1953. (Path of thunder in Rumanian).

In calea trasnetului; +tr. by Petru Comarnescu. Bucuresti, Editura Pentru
Literatura, 1963. (Path of thunder in Rumanian).

Meghpanth. Ahmedabad, Gati Prakashan, 1950. (Path of thunder in Gujrati).

Murzyn z kopalni zlota. Warszawa, Wydawnictwa Prasa Wojskowa, 1948. (Mine
boy in Polish). j

Ne rrugén e bubullimave. Tirane, Naim Frasheri, 1962. (Path of thunder in
Albanian). :

(Path of thunder in Bulgarian). Sofia, NSOF, 1957. %

(Path of thunder in Kirghiz). Frunze, Kirgizuchpedgiz, 1958.

(Path of thunder in Russian). Dyushambe, -, 1962.

(Path of thunder in Russian); introd. by E.V. Kornilova. Moskva,
Izdatel'stvo literatury na inostrannykh jazykakh, 1954.

(Path of thunder in Russian); tr. by 0. Kholmskaya. Moskva, Izdatel'stvo
inostrannoi literatury, 1949.

(Path of thunder in Russian). Stavropol, Knigizdat, 1960.

Perkona taka. Riga, Latvijas valsts Izdevnieciba, 1953. (Path of thunder
in Latvian),

Reiter der Nacht. Berlin, Volk und Welt, 1957. (Path of thunder in German).

Rouge est le sang des noirs. Tournai, Casterman, 1967 (Mine boy in French).

Rfede hjulspar. Oslo, Tiden, 1951. (Wild conquest in Norwegian).

Sabi al-manjam. Al-Qahirah (i.e. Cairo), Dar al Katib al arabi, 196~? (Mine
boy in Arabic).

Schwarzer Mann im weissen Dschungel. Munchen, Rex, 1961. (Mine boy in German).

I1 Sentiero del tuono. Milano, Mondadori, 1960, (Path of thunder in Italian).

Tordenstien. 0Oslo, Tiden, 1953. (Path of thunder in Norwegian).

Tropoyu goma; tr. by 0, Kholmskaya. Alma-Ata, Kazgoslitizdat, 1955.

Tropoyu goma; tr. by O, Kholmskaya. Saratov, Knigizdat, 1960. (Path of
thunder in Russian).

De wilde trek. Antwerpen, Ned. Boekhuis, 1957. (Wild conquest in Dutch).

Wilder weg. Zilirich, Neue Schweizer Bibliothek, 196-? (Wild conquest in German).

Yn Kalja tresnetului; tr. by A. Lipkan. (Path of thunder in Moldavian).

Zlatokop; tr. by 0, Koranova. Praha, Druzstvo Dilo, 1948. (Mine boy in
Czechoslovakian).




11 Blackmore’s Grove, Teddington, Middlesex TW11 9AE United Kingdom

17 February, 2010

Near i WM/

I am writing to ask for permission to include an extract from Mine Boy, a copy
of which is enclosed with this letter, in a 200,000-word anthology of South
African history, literature and politics which I have edited.

The book, to be called Captured in Time, is to be published in June by Jonathan
Ball, Johannesburg and distributed by them in Europe and North America as
well as South Africa. They are proposing an initial print run of 2,500 in trade
paperback priced at R250.

All royalties are going directly to the Nelson Mandela Foundation Centre of
Memory Programme, a registered charity, and I am asking authors and
copyright holders to waive their fee or, at most, accept a token payment.

My email address is clarejr@msn.com and I look forward to hearing from you.

With thanks and warmest regards,

John Clare



Advanced though it was for its time, Paton’s sympathetic portrayal of African
nationalism had already been superseded. In Mine Boy (84), published four
years earlier, Peter Abrahams, a Cape Coloured writer, had looked to a future in
which blacks not merely ‘did things’ for themselves but gave the white man
orders. Here Xuma, a ‘mine boy’ recently arrived from the country, encounters
Paddy, his red-haired Irish overseer, in a Johannesburg street.

He carried on up the street and turned down Eloff Street. This was the heart of the city
and the crowd was thick. It was difficult to move among all these white people, one had to
keep on stepping aside and to watch out for the motor cars that shot past.

Xuma smiled bitterly. The only place where he was completely free was underground in
the mines. There he was a master and knew his way. There he did not even fear his white
man, for his white man depended on him. He was the boss boy. He gave the orders to the
other mine boys. They would do for him what they would not do for his white man or any
other white man. He knew that, he had found it out. And underground his white man 1
respected him and asked him for his opinion before they did anything. It was so and he was
at home and at ease underground.

His white man had even tried to make friends with him because the other mine boys
respected him so much. But a white man and a black man cannot be friends. They work
together. That's all. He smiled. He did not want the things of the white man. He did not want
to be friends with the white man. Work for him, yes, but that’s all. And didn't the others
respect him more than they respected Johannes. It was because he did not say baas to the
white man but knew how to deal with him.

Then he thought of Eliza again. And the pride vanished from his breast. He had tried to
forget her but it was no good. Every day his longing for her grew more and more. But she
wanted the things of the white man and for that reason he resented the white man.

"Look Di, there's Zuma!"?

Xuma turned. It was his white man. And with him was a woman. And there was laughter in
his eyes and a smile on his lips. It was the first time Xuma had seen Paddy laughing.

"Hello, Zuma!"

Paddy held out his hand. Xuma hesitated then shook it. Xuma smiled. The Red One had
been drinking. "This is my girl, Zuma. How is my taste?" Paddy laughed.

Xuma looked at the woman. She smiled at him and gave him her hand. Passing white
people stopped and turned. Xuma felt unhappy and wished the Red One would take his
woman away. He took the woman's hand. It was small and soft.

"So this is Zuma," the woman said.

"It begins with an X, dear," Paddy said.

"The Red One talks about you a lot, Zuma," she said. _

"We are blocking traffic," Paddy said and took Xuma's arm.

Paddy led him a little way down the street and turned off into a little alley.

"I live here," Paddy told him.

"Bring him up, Red," the woman said.

' A more experienced ‘boss boy’.

2 Xuma is ‘Zuma’ when the white man pronounces it because the X represents a click sound.



"Good idea!" Paddy exclaimed. "Come, Zuma, you will eat with us?"

"No," Xuma said.

"Come on!" Paddy insisted and half pushed him into the lift.

They got out and the woman led the way into the flat.

"This is my home," Paddy said.

Xuma looked around. He had never seen a place like that before.

There was no fire, but it was warm.

"Sit down, Zuma," the woman said.

Xuma sat on the edge of the chair. The woman took off her coat and went into another
room. Paddy stretched himself on a settee and smiled at Xuma.

The woman came in with three glasses.

"This will warm you," she said, giving Xuma one.

Paddy raised his glass.

"To the best mine boy, Zuma!"

"To Zuma," the woman said and smiled at him.

Paddy and Di emptied their glasses. Xuma sat holding his. He could still feel the woman's
hand in his. It was so small and soft. And she was very good to look at but he didn't want to
look at her.

"Drink yours, Zuma," she said.

The wine warmed Xuma. She took the empty glass from him and turned on the radio.

"Everything is ready," she said to Paddy. "Put it on the trolley and bring itin."

Paddy went out.

Xuma thought: now | understand what Eliza wants. But these things are only for white
people. It is foolish to think we can get them.

He looked round the room. Yes, it was fine. Carpets on the floor, books, radio. Beautiful
things everywhere. Fine, all fine, but all the white man's things. And all foolishness to want
the white man's things. To drink wine and keep the bottle on the table without fear of the
police, how could a black person do it. And how could Eliza be like this white woman of the
Red One.

Di followed his gaze round the room.

"Do you like it?"

"Heh?" He looked startled.

"I mean the room," she said.

"Itis fine," he said and looked at her.

Her eyes looked kindly at him and dimples appeared on her cheeks when she smiled. Just
like Eliza's dimples. And it seemed that her eyes understood what he was thinking. He
looked away from her.

"The Red One wants you to be his friend," she said.

Again Xuma looked at her. And again it seemed that she understood everything that went
on in his mind. And as he watched her a smile slowly broke over her face.

"He is white," Xuma said.

The smile faded from her face and there was sadness in her eyes.

And suddenly Xuma felt sorry for her and was surprised at himself for feeling sorry for a
white person. And there was no reason for it either.

"And so you cannot be friends," she said, and in her eyes was the same look he had seen
many times in the eyes of the Red One.



Paddy came in with the food. Xuma felt ill at ease. But Paddy and Di talked and did not
notice him, and soon he forgot his discomfort and ate.

When they had finished eating they drank more wine. And Xuma and Paddy talked about
the mines and the funny things that happened there and soon they were all laughing. And in
spots Xuma forgot that they were white and even spoke to the woman. Then Paddy took
the things away.

Xuma looked at the woman and suddenly wanted to tell her about Eliza. But he didn't
know how to begin. She gave him a cigarette and smoked one herself. Eliza smoked too.
Xuma looked at Di and smiled.

“What are you smiling at?"

"My girl smokes too."

"What's wrong with that?"

Xuma was silent.

"What is she called?"

"Eliza." He wanted to tell her then, but the words would not come.

"Tell me," Di said.

"What?"

"What you want to tell me. The Red One will be back soon and | know you don't want him
to hear."

"You know everything."

"No. But | know this. Tell me."

Xuma stared at her. She met his stare and smiled.

"You are a good one," he said.

"Thank you. I'm your friend. Tell me."

"She's a teacher and she wants to be like white people. She wants a place like this place
and clothes like yours and she wants to do the things you do. It is all foolishness for she is
not white. But she cannot help herself and it makes her unhappy sometimes."

"And you?"

"It makes me unhappy too, for she wants me and she does not want me. But it is
foolishness."

"It is not foolishness, Zuma."

"She cannot have your things."

"But is not the heart the same, Zuma?"

"No. | care only for my people."

"No, Zuma."

"But it is so and where is the good in wishing."

"Listen, Zuma. | am white and your girl is black, but inside we are the same. She wants the
things | want and | want the things she wants. Eliza and | are the same inside, truly, Zuma."

"But it cannot be."

"It is S0, Zuma, we are the same inside. A black girl and a white girl, but the same inside."

"The same?"

"The same."

"But it is wrong."

"It is right, Zuma, | know."

"No!"

"Yes!"

"It cannot be. You are good, but it cannot be."



"It is. You do not believe me but it is so. . ."
Paddy came in. Xuma looked at Di then got up.
"I must go," he said.

"Not yet, Zuma," Paddy said, "it is early still."
"All right, Zuma," Di said.

Paddy looked at Di then at Xuma and smiled.
“Do you like my woman?"

Xuma smiled. "She's a good one, and you are lucky, Red One.'
"I will take you down," Paddy said.

Di took Xuma's hand and smiled into his eyes.
"I am right."

"Maybe. But | don't think so."

He followed Paddy to the lift.

* * * *

Paddy returned and slowly shut the door behind him. Di watched him. He went to the
settee and pulled her down beside him. He slipped his arm round her shoulder and they sat
like that for a while.

"What do you think of him," he asked finally.

"What is there to think? ... He's just a mine boy."

"He's a grand fellow."

"Yes. Grand, but not a human being yet. Just a mine boy. His girl's human and he can't
understand her. He can't understand her wanting the things | want and have. And another
thing you're wrong about—he does not dislike you, you're just not of the same world, Red."

"That's nonsense, Di."

"Think it out for yourself."

"That fellow's as human as | am."

"No, Red, he accepts what you wouldn't. That's part of the reason why he's so popular
among all the other whites. He's all right. You can't say the same about Chris's boy."

"I think you are wrong, Di."

She smiled bitterly and looked at him.

"Yes, | know, Red. A man's a man for a' that. A man's a man to the extent that he asserts
himself. There's no assertion in your mine boy. There is confusion and bewilderment and
acceptance. Nothing more. Oh, he's human all right; he talks, he eats, he feels, he thinks, he
gets lonely; but that's all."

"He has dignity and pride."

"So has an animal, Red. You've got this all wrong. The man in your Zuma has not come out
yet, so he looks beautiful and strong and perfect and has dignity, so you say that is your
future native. That is not true."

Paddy looked at her. His face clouded. They were silent for a very long time. Di got up and
went into the kitchen.

"You make it very difficult, Di," Paddy called out. "You make it sound as though there's no
hope anywhere."

Di laughed and her voice was sweet.

"Never again will | take up with an Irishman," she said. "One moment you are at one
extreme and the next you are at the other."

"Be serious, Di."



There was a pause from the kitchen. He waited. Then her voice came to him. It was slow
and hesitant and yet very-matter-of-fact.

“So many of the people who consider themselves progressive have their own weird
notions about the native, but they all have one thing in common. They want to decide who
the good native is and they want to do good things for him. You know what | mean. They
want to lead him. To tell him what to do. They want to think for him and he must accept
their thoughts. And they like him to depend on them. Your Zuma makes an excellent 'good
native' for progressive folk. That's why you like him."

"That's not true, Di. And | think you're being unfair."

"I'm sorry, Red, but | honestly believe that."

"In any case your little theory holds no water with Zuma. He is unfriendly towards me."

"Yes, that's the one snag, but it doesn't prove anything. And beside, he's not being
unfriendly towards you; you two just belong to different worlds. But the whole point is that
a native who wants the things the whites have is suspect if he does not apply to them for
leadership."

Di came back into the room and they sat facing each other.

"So?"

"So nothing."

"That leaves a pretty hopeless position for your hypothetical progressives."

"Yes, until they accept the fact that the natives can lead; not only themselves but the
whites as well."

But that was still nearly 50 years in the future.



26th October, 1962,

Mr. R, Pox,

Head of Commerce Dept,,
College of Arts, Science
and Technology,

Hope,

Kingston 6,

Dear Mr, PFox,

Mr, Peter Abrahsms has received
your letter of the.4th October, 1962,
stating that you have enclosed "Sym-
posium of Twelve Thesis" to review
for the West Indian Economist, but
he has not received the enclosure,

Kindly forward this as early =s
possible,

Yours faithfully,

Secretary/Accountant,



College of Arts, Stience and Technology,
Hope,
Kingston 6,

—— QOctoher &, 1962

Mr, Peter Abrahams,
Editor,

West Indian Economist,
164 Harbour Street,
Kingston.,

Dear Sir,

I enclose "Symposium of Twelve Thesis",
and would be glad if you could find time to
review this for your paper.

Yours faithfully,

{ ¥
1 { Ao

R. FOX
HEAD OF COMMERCE DEPARTIMENT

RF/yal
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COMPRENDRE

REVUE DE LA SOCIETE EUROPEENNE DE CULTURE

Le directeur

Venice, September 29th 1959

Sir,
I have the honour to ask for your collaboration in the inquiry we are holding

in our magazine to establish the practical possibilities of a theeting and a dialogue
between Negro and Western men of culture, and through them, between their peoples.

I am sending you under separate cover the latest number of COMPRENDRE, and a
copy of the Statutes of the Huropean Society of Culture, so as to give you a more
exact idea of our work. BEnclosed in this letter you will find a few notes in which
we have illustrated the reasons for our inquiry; naturally they do not himit your
freedom, neither in the way you view the problem nor in the solution you propose -
even when, to make our meaning clearer, we may have seemed to: anticipate the results

of our research.

We believe that the studies we receive will represent, as well as the answer to
our questions, a first step towards the meeting and dialogue that we should like to see’
effected. J

The articles that we publish consist generwlly of fifteen or twenty typewritten
pages, but their eventualilength must of course depend upon the developments which the
subject imposes. Tour typeseript should reach us by December 1959.

The administration of COMPRENDRE will put at your disposal the sum pf 300 Swiss,
fra ncs as honorarium.

I should be very grateful for an early reply at your convenience, as we are
obligefl to fix our plan of work without delay.

With many thanks in advance,

I am,
Yours sincerely, /zz

{

(Umberto Campagnolo)

Peter Abra hams, Esq.
37 Jessel Drive

Loughton, Essex

VENISE PRES “LA BIENNALE, CA’ GIUSTINIAN TEL. 28110 - 27858 - 30532



DM P RENDRE

REVUE DE LA SOCIETE EUROPEENNE DE CULTURE

T

A Few Notes on the Inquiry of COMPRENDRE into Negro Africa

For none of our former inguiries has it been so necessary than for this
one to call the attention of our contributors to the practical, and not purely
scientific, nature of the reasons which have led us to undertake it. We intend,
indeed, to study Africa in order to find out the moral and material conditions in
which our work for the creation of greater harmony among peoples would develop.

We have often had occasion in our magazine to insist on the idea (whose
obviousness has unfortunately done nothing to modify the perilous course of eVents)
that war is no longer a way to resolve international conflicts. The alternative
between reason and the recourse to violence which was open in the past to States
at tension is no longer conceivable; and only reason, fully exercised, seems to
have the power to dispel the mortal menace which hangs over humanity.

When we say 'reason fully exercised' we wish to contrast abstract logi-
cal reason with dialectical reason, which includes the spiritual needs, the moral
convictions and the vital interests of mén. The dialogue which is the expression
of this reason, and our own aim, will consist in the search for a place - truth -
in which all men may finally meet each other, if the concept of man has any meaning;
and it must not be confused with academic discussion, diplomatic fencing, or poli-
tical bargaining. Absolutely conceived, the dialogue is of course always possible:
but it is important for us here to establish its historical conditions, for which
the interlocutors must have a common criterion of values.

With our scheme in mind, it will be necessary to take into consideration
the various characteristics of different African cultural groups, and notably the
relationship between African brought up in their native traditions, and those edu-
cated in the schools and social atmosphere of Europe or America. However our main
objective will be to specify the origin, nature and significance of the forces
shaking Africa today. These forces are tending to create independent States on
foundations which they would like to be analogous to those of the Western States.
One wonders whether these 'national!' States ' respond to a spontaneous necessity, or
if they do not rather represent the creation of a policy aiming to give to Africans
the political framework to which Europeans seem indebted for their power.

There are many negro intellectuals who proclaim the urgent necessity for
African peoples to study their past and awaken to the fact that they are heirs to
a culture of universal value. We must not forget that the past only becomes history
through the experience, and in the interests, of the present. Without unduly stres-
sing that. the words 'nation' and 'culture' themselves have been invented and de-
fined by Western civilization, it will be useful to examine African 'nationalism'.
There is no reason why this should be the only conceivable impulse behind Africa's
awakening: we could also think of a policy aiming at world-unity to which the exis-—
tence of . national.States would seem a dangerous anachronism. From this laat point
of view, Africa would be a particularly favourable ground for the idea that world-
security lies in the suppression of the monopoly of the State in international re-

VENISE - AU SIEGE DE LA BIENNALE - CA’ GIUSTINIAN - TEL. 28110 - 27858 - 30532



lations. Perhaps, entering into this policy, the Africans could with one blow
free themselves from the psychological obstacles which they meet when trying to

align themselves with the West.

In examining the African 'national' movements, particular attention should
certainly be devoted to the role of Christian missions, Moslem expansion, and Com-
munist action. We have a major interest in studying these activities of non- Afri-
can origin and supra-national character, since they are often ‘led by those intel-
lectuals and men of culture to which we are appealing, in the name of a solidarity
above all antagonisms. Just now these bodies of opinion support 'national' claimsg
perhaps they judge that it is the most efficient way of eliminating colonialism,
or that it is the consequence of having done so. But the origin and the nature of
these opinions make one think that their support of 'nationalism' is not unaccom-
panied' by certain essential reservations.

What we have just said by no means excludes the opportunity of studying the
concept of 'negritude', which French-speaking negro writers and thinkers have with
authority developed into a theory. It will be very important for us to appreciate
the real consigstency of the ethical and metaphysical core that 'educated' negroes
say lies in the depths of their soul, even when they have perfectly assimilated the
white ways of life and thinkingj ethics and metaphysics which make up, besides, the
foundation of the negro cultural heritage, and which white men as well as black
should recognize and support in its autonomy.

Is negro civilization then destined to remain juxtaposed to Western civi-
lization? This is naturally not our opinion, since on the one hand we are trying to
effect a vital relation between the two, and, on the other, we are opposed to colo-
nialism which sees only barbarity and ignorance in the customs and mentality of the
The value of negro culture must be recognized, and, with its indispensable
There is no doubt that the poor results
are the consequence of the colonialist
suspicion and rancour that this has

negro.
co-operaticn, spiritually won for history.
of the Western work of civilization in Africa

fallacy. It will not be easy to overcome the
aroused among Africans; but if all wrongs are honestly acknowledged, and if the West

approaches Africa with the manifest intention of apprehending its originality so as
to integrate it into universal history, it may be hoped that the suspicion and ran-

cour may soon be dispelled.

But we must also show the‘people of Africa that the real meaning of Western
civilization generally escapes them, and that they are mistaken when they identify
this civilization with its collected actions and gestures; for the meaning lies on
the contrary in the criterion by which these actions and gestures are judged, and
very often condemned. In the present situation, we consider that the dialogue
between the West and Africa must be prepared partly by the careful study of this
positive vision of Africa, and partly by coming to the help of the Africans with all
kinds of spiritual, intellectual and material enterprises, enabling them in this
way better to perceive the profound meaning of Western civklization. The ground
must be cleared of many—~ resentments and misunderstandings, which certainly are not
the discordia concors representing the substance of the dialogue.




At this point the g uestion could:be asked which almost all our inquiries
have provoked: whether a civilization can adopt the values of another civiliza-
tion without changing their original meaning. We shall just point out here the
logical aspect of this question. When we state that the distinction between
civilizations lies in their different criteria of values, we seem to deny the :a
possibility of a transference of wvalues to one from the other. But we also recog-
nize, with our feelings as well as with our intelligence, the need for the inte-
gration of all values. The difficulty which follows can only be surmounted if we
adriit . the existence of a civilization whose members are really Jjudged from their

works anéiactions according to a universal criterion.

The dialdgue, as we have.. defined it, assumes that the thought of the
interlocutors develops from the concept tha t man is historical reason. In the
mind of someone who would not define man as such, the dialectical attitude would
make no advances:To him the contact, the conversation, would seem superficial.
Thus the interlocutor who is disposed towards the dialogue has as his immediate
task, not to transmit to the other his own convictions or his own doctrine, but to
leadi:him to look atithe world in his own universal perspective.
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3rd Januery,l1961.

Mr, Leaurence Smith,
Assistant Editor,

The Critic,

210 W, Madison Street,
Chicago 6, Illinois,

Dear Mr, Smith,

Thank you very much indeed
for the copy of the December-Januery
issue of the Critie., I find it
perticular interesting not only be-
ceuse of the article on page 31.

Yours sincerely,

(;7@

Peter Abreshems
PA/mph
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210 W. MADISON STREET, CHICAGO 6, ILLINOIS

We believe you will find this ad-
vance copy of particular interest

because of the article on page 31

Sihcerely,

_/ Lo

,;\/ﬁWu/f/id

TLeurence Smith

A P ik <, [ B
Ass't Editor
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D. ' S SENT VA 6-0890
A QUARTERLY OF SOCIALIST OPINION 509 Fifth Ave. New York 17, N. Y.

April 6, 1960

Dear Peter Abrahms:

George Hauser has given me your address; I thought we might persuade
you to write something on South Africa for "Dissent''s next issue,

out in the summer (deadline, May 15th). We would be very pleased to
receive something from you (we plan to have a section on South Africa);
the article would be paid for.

I trust you have been well and hope to hear from you.

Cordially yours,

Stanley Pl#strik
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Prssiovelt Collige

OF CHICAGO

“

430 SOUTH MICHIGAN AVENUE

CHICAGO 5, ILLINOIS

TELEPHONE
December 3, 1948 WABASH 3580

Mr. Peter Abrahams

¢/o The League of Colored Peoples
19 0ld Queen Street

West Minster, London, England

Dear Peter:

I don't know where you are, soc I am sending this letter via the
League, and I hope you are still in South Africa.

Your native land is very much in the news over here due tc the
insanities of the Malan regime ‘and the fact that one Alen Paton
has recently published a nevel, CRY, THE BELOVED COUNTRY, which
has been receiving very favorable reviews, I am sure that your
forthcoming novel on South Africa will find the public well pre-
pared to receive it _due both to your own work, which has been
published here, and this current interest.

I am using some South African materials in my doctor's thesis
and have been consulting with Isaac Schapera who is a Visiting
Professor in Anthropology at the University of Chicago. I think
he is from the University of the Witwatersrand. I have also run
upon a marvelous study of religious organizations under the title
"Bantu ", The weakest gap in the literature is on lodges,
social clubs, culture groups and similar organizations among the
Colored and the Bantu. I am wondering if you could do two favors
for me: (1) send me the names and addresses of the main Colored
leaders who are connected with organizations of any type and (2)
inquire whether anyone has written any books or theses down there
on the subject of Colored and Bantu associations, clubs, and so-
cieties,



-

wldn

I hope you are feeling that your trip home was fruitful. I know that

I cannot say that I hope you are enjoying it, for I cannot truthfully
say that I enjoy@k my visits to the South, and I know that for you,
South Africa is ten timesworse than our South. But out of your travail
of spirit, I know there will come the words that will shape themselves
up as a part of the gathering storm, which we all hope will some day
blow aside the Shanty Towns and clear the way for South Africa that
belongs to the people.

Give my regards to your wife, and I hope to see you in America soon
after your return to England,

Sincerely yours,

Lt Clains Srake/

Drake

SCD:pe



Peter du Sautoy - 31 Lee Road - Aldeburgh - Suffolk IP15 SEY
Aldeburgh (072 885) 2838 2941, Jyuly 1983

Dear Peter,

It was very good of you to ask Fabers to send me your novel to read (I think
Anne Walmedley told me you might do that) and I am sorry I have been so &low
in writing to you about it. It arrived when I was very much pre-occupied,first
because my wife,Mollie,had a fall at the end of April and she had just come back
from hospital where her broken hip had to be operated on,so I was responsible
for looking after her at home and doing the household chores toojand secondly
because the Aldeburgh Musiézggggn at the beginning of June and it was imperativ_e
that I should take Mollie to as many concerts as possiblegyin spite of her crutches
and a wheel chair,since music is her passion and it was a“good morale booster -
we managed to go to a lot. During this time your noveliwas a lifeline to me,
as I came back to it each evening with enormous relief,pleasure and interest.

I was absorbed in it. I do congratulate you on a'marvellous piece of work,

I must admit That I didn't expect to become so involved in it but I found that
it gripped me. I have told Faber this but whether it is a book they will be
able to publish I simply don't know; I am rather out 6f things these days.

Of course it is long biit so are many novels today; and I didn't find it too
long to grasp. It is very ambitious but I think you hawe succeeded in what you
set out to do. It is sometimes rather allusive and dates are obscure but I don'ah
mind that. There are some.things T found a bit unconvincing but the narrative
sweeps you along.Fot Example,the development of David and Sarah and their family
commanity into a sophisﬁ?ﬁed group,based largely on Sarah's Bible and her bit
of education,gave me doubts but something of the kind must have happened. 1
found their discussions wibh the white missionary (the only white in the book?)
fascinating and very well done.

I was a bit puzzled by the American black church that Jacob goes into,with
its Episcopal organisation - bishops called "My Lord" and so on. It sounds very
Anglican. Is thewm such a church in existence?

I found all the talk,philesophical,religious,political,extre_mely interesting
and well handled. The only criticism I have is that they retirn to Jamaica is
a bit of an anti-climax after all that has gone before,though you liveh it up

withzgﬁrival of the wounded boy. But I can see that you have to get back to

Jamaica in the end,even if they don't stay there, Ts Coyaba (Coyatl)the hill
where you live? It is not absolutely clear that it is always the same hill,



in the story,but I suppose it is.

You use your knowledge of many black communities very skilfully and you show
your sympathy with the different c#haraters as movingly as you ever did.
In fact it is,in ny view,an impressive novel and I should like to know more about
its background one day. I wish I felt more confident about the development of
bajlck organisations; Africa doesn't give us a very encouraging picture these
days. Looking back on the last forty years or so I can't help feeling that
all the work done by well-meaning people like Lord Lugard,Margery Perham etc,
was very ineffectual; they didn't understand the deep-seated conflict they
were trying to solve. Perhaps the religious answer might be the right one,
as your story seems to suggest,if it is offered by blacks,not whites; but
there is not much sign yet that it would work. |

I have very little personal knowledge of all this. I donYt know Africa at
all. Apart from a holiday in Morocco,l have been very briefly to Nigeria.
I was sent there in @ 1978 by the Publishers Association and the British
Council,after I had retired from F.and F.,to try to advise the Nigerian Govern-
ment on the estahlishgkpt of a national publishing and printing organisation.
I had a cpuple of printers with me. We were only in Lagos,though we came down

briefly at Kano (not so interestingly as David in your book) on the wayjand
I can't say I enjoyed,it.s It was in February and terribly hot. On the whole

all we did was to expgg;:)to the Nigerians how very difficult they would find

it to create the organisation they had in mind,but we gave some advice, Whether
it .was followed Igam not at all sure,or-how successful they have been if they
did go ahead. Lagoshwas not a very attractive plaveA%o be in at that time,

but we were very kindly treated while we were there, It was all a2 bit disorgan-
ised but that was largely the British Council's fault.

I hope all goes wel! with you. We send affectionate greetfngs to you both,.

Yours ever,

i '
Peter Abrahams, CL——””””’:;;;:;:;7

Coyata, : %&i \vq}\(;/t I ~
Red Hills, [0.Box 2o e | ¥

) i L
St.Andrew, J\}.JL = KN L
Jamaica \/\ t\pﬂ ( ())I)G;j S%ﬁ ‘,\’V“ Q






Peter du Sautoy - 31 Lee Road - Aldeburgh - Suffolk 1p15 5EY
Aldeburgh (072 885) 2838 46tn April 1980

Dear Peter,

Vfry many thanks for your letter of 8th April. It is good to hear from you.
- The answer to your question is certainly yes. Faber do act for guthors in
dedling with the rights you mention and are glad to do so. In fact I think I
can say that the depattments dealing with translations,permission to reprint
extracts,broadcasting etc. are both efficient and effective,with a good deal of
experience behihd them. I am sure they would be willing to act for you.

As I am only an editorial consultant for the firm now,Ilsshall send a copy
of your letter and a copy of my rebly to the Managing Director,Matthew Evans,
who was my colleague and very valuable helper for twelve years or so and knows
more about the firm and its operations than anyone. %He can confirm whether we

can acy for you in the way you wishe.

Of course you will have to make whatever arrangements are hecg@ssary with John
Farquharson Itd. It is of course easy enough to deal with any new books but I
am never quite sure what can be done aboutWold agents' contracts; it depends
on what the author's arrangements with the ggent are. I think you will find
that you have to go/%gymng them commise€ion on books for which they have made
contracts,whichtis reasonabde,but Ut may be possible to say that you want to
deal yoursel?éor pass toesomeonelelse,all subsidiary rights from a certain
date.

I will ask Matthew to send you a line to confirm that Faber will handle your
rights if you want them toj; you can then deal with Farquharson.

We shall be very happy to hear of your writing plans when you are finally
finished with your broadcasting responsibilities and I hope I shall have a
chance of reading a manuscript sent by you before too long. I shall look forward

to that,

Our very best wishes to you both,

Yours ever,

Peter Abrahams, (/723L0V/
P, 0. Bex 20, copy to: Matthew Ewans

Red Hills, St.Andrew, Jamaica Faber and Faber
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