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All day long the sleek little planes and the clumsy-locking helicopters had
ériss—crossed the hills, flying low and yet out of reach of possible rifle shot.
The man thought: Almost as though they are looking for me. But he knew they were not.
This was routine, part of the show of strength that had become habit even when there
was no need for it and no-one to whom to show it. The peasants of these hills now
had to be shown this strength all the time. That was something Josiah had learnt
from th? Oldean. ~Bpt whereas the 0ld Man had used this show of strength only in
times of Eéed: Josiéﬁ Qséd i£ all the time. Josiah had once told him that you can
never over—do a good thing, especially if it were simple and straightforward.
Since a show of strength is a good thing, do it all the time. Fly the planes even
when the peasants are not cultivating their hillsides for a little corn and other
ground provisions. Make the show of strength allythessame: make it to the trees and
the earth and the warm late Sunday afternoon’bresze. Perhaps these will impart it
to the men of the hills when they come to their cultivations tomorrow morning.
The earth does communicate with men: “she,does pass on unease and fear in precisely
the same way that she passes on assurance and confidence. Once this earth had
communicated a high sense.of freedom to its children, especially in the years
immediately after the withdrawal.of the occupying power. Now fear was a long shadow
over the lend and its children.

At sundown the planes stopped their lazy criss—crossing of the hills. He came
out of his hiding place which was a small cave high up near the top of the highest
of the group of hills where he had hidden since Saturday night after the peasants
had gone from their cultivations.

He scrambled up to the highest point and looked down at the long wide plain.
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And, as always, his heart was filled with the beauty of his land. The plain was a
carpet of lush green, three thousand feet below, beginning with the unbelievably
placid Caribbean sea and sweeping inward until it touched the foothills and ceased
to be plain. The port buildings, the city and all the other man-made scars on the
face of the plain seemed particularly unreal, ephemeral, embattled in the misty light
of the dying sun: the slightest relaxation, the slightest letting up by man, and the
lush green would over-run all his works and make nothing of them.

Nearer, the sloping land climbed fast; at a sharp grade that raised the land to

over three thousand feet above the sea in less than twenty miles. Immediately below
the man's perch, twigting and turning like a long sinous snake, was the one smoothly
macadamised highway into the hills, At this point, the rezd)swung to within three
hundred feet of where he stood. There was a sharp,“uninterrupted view of it for abow
twenty yards. For at least a quarter of a mimfte, anything moving at an easy pace
would be fully in focus. Josish®s car, with =, scfesching motorcycle escort front

and back, would move at an easy pace. Thewan thought: I will have a quarter of a
minute: that is all I need, just_ a quarter of a minute.

He looked at the plain_once mere. And this time he gave way to the wave of
heartache that swept overghim,.\ Now, at last, with less than an hour Lo go, it was
aliright to admit one's\weakhess, one's softness, one's heartache.

He turned and went back to the little cave. When he came out he carried an
army type knapsack with him. He went back to the point from which he would have his
quarter minute. He hed found and cleared the spot the night before, so now there was
no need to prepare. He went down on the soft,hollowed-out earth and undid the knap-
sack. Tirst he took out the small brown paper parcel containing the highly seasoned
escoviteh fish and the small loaf of wholemeal bread, and the small thermos with the
chilled soursop julce. This was his supper. Perhaps my last, he thought detachedly,
without any real interest in the thought. He put the food and drink aside. Then

he unpacked the series of dull metal tubes and other objects that filled the knapsack.



He laid everything out on the ground with a delicate care, as a woman preparing a
special dish for her family. He sat back, checking over each item, even though he
‘knew every single piece was there. And then he proceeded to assenble the pieces.

When he had done he had a rifle; one of those powerful modern ones that Josiah
had just brought into the country to strergthen his growing security force., You had
only to touch the triggzer of one of these new ones for a score or more of bullets to

go streazking toward their target. But unlike the ones Josiash supplied to the men of
his security force, this one was mounted with telescopic sights.

The man laid down on his belly and fixed the rifle between the two boulders
through which he commanded g view of the road. He looked through the telescopic
sights and the road was brought up close so that he could pick out individual small
stones that had rolled onto it., It would bring Josialh wp so close that he would be
able to see the huge mole on his right chesk; péghaps even his odd mannerism of going
wall-eyed in repose,

With ths rifle ready and pointing ‘@t the road, the man turned to his food.
He ate slowly, savouring every mofithful “ef the crisply fried fish and the delicately
sharp taste of hot green peppery raw onions and vinegar. hen he drank the soursop.

Then he Waited-oo---ot-ot‘t--.oo
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Joel Sterning switched off the radio and turned to his wife. He

expression told him that it was true. The 0ld Man was dead.
"What doeg it mean?" Clara asked.

He tried to think, but how could he explain time coming to an sbrupt
stop, or the light of the sun being suddenly extinguished? Such things are
beyond the range of experience, and it is difficult to reason about the

unknown. He shook his head and his wife, Clara, understood the mental and
emotional helplessness behind the gesture. They had long ceased to care
gbout each other, but they had been married a very long time, and they had

worked out an understanding that made possible( ldming together at a reasonably
civiliged level,

&he announcer's voice had been gtrained, vnbelieving, frightened, wvhen
he seid: "Ladies and gentlemen, the Pzesident is dead. A bulletin ifrom the
Presidential Palsce announced thal President Moses Joshua collapsed and
died five minutes ago. The President was in the act of proposing an after
dinner toast to his“giplomatic guests when he died." There had been a lot
more: the Natiemsl) Anthem, his favourite hymn, the voice of his wife,

le was, veryjold and the whole island knew that he might die any day.
People had discussed the possibility openly. The 0ld Man himeelf had often
referred to it, especially over the past two or three years, yet his death
was shocking and uvnexpected because gll the people were afraid to think of
life in thig land without him, He had straddled the island as unguestioned
leader for nearly hslf s century.

Joel Sterning went to the telephone and dialled the unlisted number

that would put him in direct contact with the Presidential Secretary.
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He was one of less than a dozen people who had that number. It was engaged.
Clera fixed a drink for Joel and he noticed how her hands trembled.
He knew her need, at this moment, was for comfort. If he put his arms
ebout her now it might bring back memories of the love that had once been
between them and that had died. And his wife was & striking woman. Without
having an ounce of excess fat there was a tropical lushness about her that
most men found intoxicating. She had that flawless alabaster skin that
white-skinned people with a small weak strain of Negro often showed,
But he had long ago learned never to refer to the touch of Negro in the
Isaacs femily. They were proudly Jewish but don't dere mention the slight
Negro trace in them! Once, many years egosma s@cial rivel of the Isaacs
women - Clara, her mother, snd her theece yolUnger sisters — had dismissed
them as the five 'crepe sole brunéttes?, The hurt had gone deep but they
had to wait ten years (till the Femily had grown rich enough) for their
revenge., When it came it wal BeTrible and complete. Because of this piece
of femele cattiness the Tgabcs men systemstically stripped the unfortunate
husband of his dusiness, tock every penny he had, sold his home and threw
him out on the“street. In the end, broken and on the verge of being msade a
bankrupt, Wthe poor man and his family had to quit the island. That was the
end of all mention, anywhere, of the touch of colour in Clarat's family.
Since that time the wealth and influence of the Isgsacs has grown even grester.
For Joel Sterning, the precision with which the destruction of that
unfortunate family was carried out was the beginring of the end of love.
His wife had always been the brightest of the Isasacs women, the most
influential with their menfolk, and he knew she had & big part in that piece

of social and economic assassination.
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But, as with everybody in Mc8esville, the lesson had gone home, and he

dealt carefully and warily with his wife and every member of the Isaacs
family. Even the youngest of the children knew and used, both at school and
at play, the influence and power of the family wealth and name.

Sometimes Joel Sterning woke in the middle of the night to wonder whether

he would not have ended this unsatisfactory marriage az long time ago if Clara
had not been an Isaacs. Such times usually ended with Joel prowling the
town's night clubs until he was hel lessly drunk.

Clara brought the drink and stood very close to him, looking steadily
into his eyes. She was an Isaacs even in this moment of fear and confusion
and so there was a hint of commgnd in her nsed for comfort.

He toock the drink and turned from hery meking it something casual, so
that she should not see it as an insdlih

"Have I become that repulsiwve,doel?" she asked impersonally, as though
it really did not matter; them\she”added: "What do you think will happen now?"

"T don't know, So manyWthings are possible.”

"The power stzuggle that you predicted?”

"Not immedisa%ely," he said., "They may put that off for months."

"If Josigh permits.”

"He hasn't much choice. If he forced a show-down now he would risk
losing everything. The others will gang up sgainst him.,"

"But the others were always fighting among themselves."

"They only fought for the 0ld Man's approval and because the 0ld Man kept
Jogigh in check: the only way they can contain him is by sinking their
differences and sticking together. They knew the alternative is hanging

gpart,”
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"Surely they can get rid of him. No they can't. He can out politic and
out manipulate them any day. He's a clever little brute."

Joel tried the Presidentiel Secretary's private number sgain. It was
still engaged. Clara took a turn about the spacious room. Joel followed
her with his eyes. He realised that the physical beauty of this woman who

had been his wife for eighteen years could still stir his mind. Only his
heart could not be touched; and there is no love without the touching of the
heart. She came to a stop near him,

"Another drink?"

He knew that was not what she wanted tosgay, and it pleased him a
little that she had contained the Isaacs affogafice enough to not say what she
wanted to. And now, for a passing mement, remembrance of how it was before
love died was with him, and therelwaswebout it the faint nostalgia we feel

for long dead things that wer€“enee beautiful.

She went and voured thezdrinks and carried them to the L-shaped
glassed-in balconyd, She put down the drinks and moved one of the ghatter-
proof sliding penels. A rush of fresh air flowed, like a temperate stream,
into the nea®-chilled air-conditioned room.

Joel fellowed Clara across the room, ap preciatively conscious, as
always,of the taste and beauty of his home. Clara's good taste and money
had created this, and whatever friend or foe felt about her, all agreed that
she had created beauty here., Carpet, walls and ceiling were a delicate
balance of complementing pastel shades of blue and gray with - . occasional
touches of rust. And the furniture, all especially made of native woods and
treated so that natural grain and line and colours were pfeserved, were
given quiet emphasiéand the perfect balance of the colours.

One was a panelled sample of the wide variety of beautifvl woods in the

island °
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"It's beautiful," Clara said, and there was a hint of awe in her voice.

We've lived here a long time, Joel thought. She has looked out of this
window, from this spot, countless times - ten, twenty a thousand times
perhaps — and still there is the wonder. Clara, with that rare Kestsian
gif't of making a thing of beauty a joy for ever by constantly seeing it anew;
and Clara, with the Issacs arrogance and insensitivity and the Isaszcs
ruthlessness in pursuit of weslth and power: and both the ssme woman,

"Yes," he g8aid, seeing it freshly through her eyes, and feeling a small
sickness at heart because of it. "Yes, it is beautiful."

Clara turned her head quickly and looked intently into his face.

"hat now, Joel? What have I done wrong this time?"

Oh God! he thought. Oh God! Oh God}

"T don't follow you," he said guietly.

He sensed, rather than saw, her slight shrug.

Below them, a little to%the deft, the lights of Mosesville twinkled more
brightly than the stars inythé sky. They .ave the city a fairy-tale quality
that belied its day-time,ugliness. The slums, the grotesque shacks of shanty
town, and the,offensive zinc roofs, were shrouded by the night, and the
darkness and the shimmering lights and the lush tropical vegetation, all
conspired to create an gura of romance.

The sudden tinkle of the telephone was explosive. Joel hurried to it.

"Joel?" The voice at the other end was that of an old man, but one in
full command of all hies powers. It was old Nathan Iszacs.

"Clara there?"

"Yes."
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"Good. Be at my place in an hour. Full family council. Understand?"

"Yes. D'you want to speak to Clara?"

"Not now,."

"Jhat's happening at the Palace?"

"The damn fools are wrangling as to who should have what title, bunch
of gilly shit-arsesi®

"Josigh?"

"You were right about him,Joel, We should have spent our time and money
on him instead of those fools.™

"Wouldn't have made any difference,"

"Don't be a focl, Joel. Every man hag his price. The trick is to know
what it is."

"Is Josiah with them?" Joel asked quietly.

"No; he just loock:=d in gt The Palace, wept over the President's
corpse for the benefit of the'press and the t.v.cameras and then he handed
in his resignation,.."

"Whati" Joel exploded.

"Don'tqyow, be a shit-arse," the old man said. "Not in that way.

He gave them a letter putting his Portfolio and his services at the
disposal of whomever they choose to succesd President Josghua."

"T don't follow," Joel said.

"And you're supposed to be our political expert, Josiah is the only one
with a clear plan and part of his plan is not to be involved in the power
struggle. But we better stop this telephone talk. You never know...."

"Where is he now?"

"Somevhere on the streets. While those shit-arses wrangle over power,

Jogsiah is out on the strests.”
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The old man let out a cold mirthless bark of a laugh. "They say that he is
comforting the people. Hear that! Comforting the psople. The bloody fools! ...
In an hour Joel. You &nd Clera. Things could get ugly and we must make plans.r
With that old man Nathan Isaacs hung up.
Joel went back to the balcony where Clara waited.
"Papal?"
"Yes. There's a full family council in an hour."
"Did he tell you what's hapcening at the Palace?"
"Much as we expected. Josiah's taking no part in what goes on at the
Palace., He's out on the streets comforting the people."
"Comforting the people? That what Papa” said?"
"Yes. That's the word."
"Then things may really turn wgly."
"That's exactly what your father ssid."
"Surely they'll containihimy Joel?"
"Not if what your father just said is true."
"We should have paid more attention to Josiah."
"Your fathex expressed much the same idea."
After a long while of silence Clara said: "You think things might really
fall apart here, don't you?"
He said:; "Life is a process of falling apart and coming together and
falling apart,."
"Je all depended so much on him," she said musingly.
"Depended on him or used him?"
"Doesn't it boil down to the sames thing, ultimately?...Joel..."
What now, he wondered, trying to follow the new turn of her thoughts.

"Ye s? "
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"Do you still get those bouts of homesickness for Europe?

Remember, you told me of them once. You suggested we should spend time in
Furope and perhaps visit your sister in Israel....”

"That was a very long time ago," he said,

He felt her withdraw,

"In other words it is too late now."

He braced himself, "You know it has been for a long time. Too much

has happened."

"It was your withdrawel that forced me into my two indiscretioms.

And I didn't try to hide, as you did. And I did not disgrace and humiliate
you in the process..."

"As I did you."

"Don't you want to protect your/children against what might happen,Joel? *

"By taking them away?"

"Yes,"

Clara, Jean is ‘seventeén and young Fmanuvel is fifteen., You can't just
uproot children atwthose ages. They will have something to say about it,
And you must'nt {orget that they are Isaacs children, my name notwithstanding.
Besides, I want to stay and see this thing out now."

"What if I decide to go?" ghe asked,

"Then you go."

"And wioat if T decide to take them?"

"That's up to you."

"But whatever I do, you are staying?"

"Yes, "

"You really don't want anything from me amy more, do you,Joel?"

"Please, Clara..."

"Sorry: I'll go and gefready."
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She left his side and Joel listened for her movements, all his senses
on the alart, making the following of her progress by sound a matter of
major import, The thick carpet absorbed almost totally the shock of high-
heeled shoes sgainst the floor. Still, he picked up each footfall., Now
she was halfway across the room; that pause meant she was putting down her
glass; at the door, and out.

He looked down at the shimmering lights of the city then slid the glass
panel shut and turned abruptly on his heels. Halfway to the dcor he changed
his mind and veered towerds the telephone. Again he tried the Sresidential
Secretary's number. This time it rang. But it kept on ringing until he was
on the point of giving up; then there was a elick and John Stanhope's voice
loaded with en unutterable weariness,sgid, . "Presidential Secretary.,"

"John., Joel,"

"Thank God itgs youl"

"How's it?"

"Bloody awful. They all seem to have lost their heads. You should
see them. God help the island. Listen, Joel, can you come round?"

"0ld Nathan's just phoned to say there's a family council,"

"He was here a while ago. Come when its over. There's no sleep for me
tonight..."

"What of the Ministers?"

"They won't arrive at anything tonight. T'11l let them talk themselves
out then pack them off till tomorrow. The confusion is mounting and you-
know-who is out on the strests adding to it. Anyway, I'1l warn the guards

to let you in any time you come. Be slow and deliberaste. They're all =

bit jumpy. See you..."
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Joel turned from the telephone to find Clara leaning asgainst the door.
She had come in unnoticed.
"Jas that John Stanhope?"

"Wes,"
"Anything new?"

"The confusion is spreading. Where are the children?"

"They're aliright. They're not on the street.” She crossed to the
phone, suddenly brisk and businesslike, and dialled s number. She asked afta
her children of someone at the other end: she listened, ended the conversatim
and turned to her husband: "They're both allright and they!'ll be delivered
here after the party."

"] promised to go round to John Stanhope after the meeting."

"T gathered that much," she said,

She led the way out. She had changed 1to a simple black dress and Joel
wondered whether it was in mourning forlthe dead Tresident. The line of the
dress made her mneck seem longer, gave her choulders a tapering slope, her
back a youthful erectness, and made her waist as slender as when he had first
put his arm about it.in the long ago carefree days of young love. And her
hips flared @t and he remembered how he and she had once shared the dance
of love almost.nightly, and how it had been.

She stopped walking suddenly and he fell onto her. They grabbed esch
other for balance. She regained balance and composure first, she stepped
back and watched his face, her gaze compounded of speculastion and slightly
derisive amusement, He realised that she had done this deliberately. His
anger was tempered by his awareness of the softness and the warmth of the
feel of her.

"I'm gstill your wife," she murmured.

"What are you talking about!"
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"Mentally stripping me, dear Joel. You don't have to, you know.

The law says you have certain conjugal rights."

"Without love?" he asked, startled.

She pursed her lips and looked judicious. "It is of course preferred
with but -" she shrugged slightly, turned on her hesls and continued on her
way out.

When he reached the car she was in the driving seat. He started to remind
her that he would be going to John Stanhope after the meeting, then he
changed his mind. You do not have to remind Clara of such details. Tell
her once and she remembers and provides for it without any further remindar,

This capacity for remembering detail was a/special Isaacs family
characteristic, Whenever it had upsetehim,/Jpel had excused it by conjuring
up some long dead Isaacs ancester who might have been trapped in one of the
physical and spiritual ghettoes of Europe, and whose survival and the
survival of whose descendants,; depended on his capacity to remember details.
Thus, perhaps, out of the need®to survive, was fashioned, and handed down,
this extra family talent, as distinctive and sharply defined as an extre limb.
But behind hig theoughts, like az chadow to these thoughts, was the awareness
of the feel of %her Tirm warm body. And he knew this was & che wanted it to
be, this was @8 she had planned, a demonstration of how to mske things
heppen. And still the shadow was there behind his thoughts, and with it
was her voice gently urging him to further self-destruction with "I'm still
your wife."

The car swung out of the imposing driveway and the twinkling lights of
the city were hidden on the other side of the house and the high wide hill
on which it gtood. The road down was a spiralling corkscrew. Because of his
affection for Clara the President had himself ordeied that the office of
Public Works use the best men and material available, and so this public

roadwey that served only Tlara and Joel Sterning's home was one of the finest

on the Island.
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The people of the island, depending on which section it was, had been
exasperated, amused, moved, irritated, angered by scores of such Presidential
gestures based on an old man's caprice. At the time he gave the order about
the making of the road to the Sterning home, a formal opposition party was
gtill in existence since the 'one-party state'! law had not yet been passed.
The opposition had tried to make an issue of it, tabling a motion of
no—confidence in parliament, and outside it, charging the President with
acting like a dictator. At an enormous function in the banqueting hall of
the city's largest hotel, a mainly black tie affair, where chicken and wine
were served, the spokesmen of the opposition had sent out a rallying call
to the nation to rise up and man the barricsdes and hurl back and destroy
the creeping dictatorship of the Joshugiregime. But the mass of the people
could not afford to go to the greaf Betel to hecar the call to the barricades.
Besides, they said to each otherj), the 0ld Man was not doing anything new.
He had been doing this sortWof\t#iing for as long as they could remember.
So why the fuss now? Andywhén the no-confidence motion ceme up in parliament,
the 01d Man had appeared at the door of the Chamber, wiggled the index
finger of hig Pight hand at the Members on the govermment benches, and
laughed out, loud and put out his tongue at the op osition benches. The
government Ministers had risen and solemnly marched out of the Chamber,
followed by their backbenchers. The Chairmen of the Chamber had been forced
to adjourn the session for want of a quoram. And that was the end of the
no-confidence motion, and it was also the end of the opposition.
gy meking a joke of it the 0ld Man had destroyed the opposition utterly.
So, when the one-party law was passed later, it merely legalised reality

of the 01d Man's appearance at the door of the House.
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At the time, Joel remembered, the joke had seemed hilariously funny,
especially as it was told and retold on the veranda circuit where it
acquired, with each telling, a fresh cutting point. And it had all begun
with this road.

He turned his head and tried to look at Clara's face. The dashboard
gave enough light for him to see it in striking profile, but not enough for
him to see it in detail. He wondered whether she still remembered the
making of this road. It was not the crucial thing on which survival or
progress may depend, and the Isaacs gift for remembering detail operates
at a highly selective level of precision.

"The road," he said, loud enough ®€or #tfto be hsard sbove the hum of
the powerful engine.

She turned her head to himewith,& quick doll-like jerk, then she
.urned back to watching theerosad.

T
"What about the road?"
Not a detail toeqremerbef, he told himself ; aloud he said "Nothing!"
She slowed @cwn the car and brought it to a stop. They had made one
complete spirglling downwerd circle. Again the lights of Mosesville could
be seen far\below. But now the lights did not twinkle., They were four
h' ndred feet lower than the house, four hundred feet nearer the plain, and
so there was no twinkle to the lights. They were,now, ordinary man-mace
lights, without any touch of fairy-tale magic.
She turned so that she faced him fully.
"hat is it now, Toel? I've done something wrong again; but what?"
"You've done nothing wrong."

"Yet you sat in judgement on me. I felt it, Joel. Am I not even

entitled to know what I'™m being judged for?"
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"T was not judging."

"Allright., Reacting, then,"

"] was thinking about the road, about how it came to be made and the
politics surrounding its making."

"And so when you sald 'The road', I should have made the connection
immediately. Oh, Joel! And you the just and reasonable man. I wonder how
you would have reacted if I had made the connection. Sometimes a situation
arises between two people, and there is a nced for one always to see fault
in the other: I hope we have not arrived at that voint, Joel."

"Whet do you want, Clara?". Joel sounded asidlittle weary, a little
impatient.

"Is it go wrong to care about being judged harshly by one's husband™"

"You surprise me!" he said bitteasly.

Mhy, Joel?"

"Because you know, amd yeu've known for all thece years, that the only
reason why I'm still with you is because leaving you would also mean lsaving
the island or elss being destroyed by your family., TYou've known this and
you havs net cared, so why this sudden concern now for what I think?®

"Is that all there is to it, Joel?"

"Isn't it enough? Isn't the taking of my manhood enough? What else

would you like? Would ,ou now invade my last privacy and tell me which of
my tioughts are good and which are bad™"

The woman was silent for a very long time,and becauss the man knew how
her mind worked he waited, knowing she was examining what he had said with

the care a jeweller gives to a precious stone.
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He knew,too, that this act of examination meant she was deeply disturbed.
But hie mind protested against the notion of the woman being profoundly
disturbed. They had led separate lives too long for either one to now be
emotionally disturbed by the other. Their children, the hagbits of being
married long, what! Clara cometimes called 'the forces of circumstance!,
these were the bonds now.

At lest the women csme out of her reverie.

"So I'm to blame for your weakness and your cowardice. Fven that is
held against me. Aren't you a man,Joel? Couldn't you have left me any time
you wanted to?"

"And what would you and your people hgver dehe?"

"What do you expect, Joel? VWouldlyow expect my father and my brothers
to keep you on in the business afte® Fow had discerded me? They do have
feelings, you know,"

"Yes, T know. And ghey wveuld have vented these fe-lings against anyone
who helped me or gevelme a Job."

"And so, becalse\you were afraid, you stayed. And becauvse you stayzd
you bleme it omyme™and you tske out your resentnment on me."

"Did I Stert this?"

"pidn't you?"

"Yes, I did," he gsid quickly. "I'm sorry. I'd forgotten how simple
and clearcut things are for you and your femily."

"What would you have me do?" she asked.
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Invardly, silently, he scresmed: restore my menhood! But he said
nothing to the woman. The woman nodded as though she had heerd that
soundless scream. She reeched ocut and touched the back of his hand, then she
turned, started the car, end continu=d the journey down to the plain and the
bright lights of the city.

On the way down the mountesin it was as the other nights of their lives

had been., The circular road was dark and deserted; the stars were in theié
places in the heavens; the homes of the half daezen families who had built
at the foot of the mountain showed the usual subdued lighting.

Then they :.eached the cutskirts of the to@h and it was as no other night
they had ever known. There were peoplegevéryviicre. They moved like a flowing
stream down from the hills that made upltheyhinterlsnd and backbone and the
heart of the island: a silent streem ©f)/black peasant humgnity.

Clara looked at Joel fer€Ngxplermation,

"T think they are g@ing towthe Palace,™ he said.

"They're so silen®y" she” said.

"Be careful. \Pa¥t blow your horn. Take the first side turning.

It may b= like ®¥hisWon the othe: main roads too, so we'd better make our way
by ths side roade."

"They're not hostile," she said.

"Just bewildered," he said. "Like a household of small children who have
lost mother and father.”

"] know," she said. "They are frightened: and like g1l frightened
creatures they are likely to panic and run st the slightest shock. We'll
have to be very careful."

This, too, is part of the Isaacs character, he told himself.

"Let us hope all psople who are in cers tonight understand."

"Yes," she said, "let us hope."
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They reached s point where a side street branched S%f the main road.
Clara tried to turn into ths side street, but the stream of p=ople was
everywhere about the car, so thick and steady that moving against it, even
at a slight tangent, was impossible without thes consent of the stresm.

Joel sensed Clara's mounting agitation and wished that he were in the
driving seat.

"Better come to a stop," he said. Traf’icator showing?"

"Yes."

She put her foot on the brake and [elt the reverberation of many people
bumping and pushing ageinst the car. She felt people peering into the car
as they flovwed past. She thought: We are heé¥T1Bss hare; we are at tbese
people's mercy; what happens to us ngihdepénds on the mood of this flowing
mass. Then she thought of the <1 MAnSying dead in his Palsce. And fear
touched her,

Joel felt the wave of €camfswe-ping over his wife. He thought: It comes
hard to those who havs neyes known it; they don't know what to do, how to

-adjust to it. He Reached out and out hisﬁeft hand over one of hers which
rested on the “steering wheel. Briefly, she gripped his hand.

A daPk fage peered into the window on Clara's side. Joel leaned
across her to see the face. He felt her breath like warm steam in his
left ear, and his left shoulder was pressed sgainst her right. This body
contact had once been a powerful bond tetween them, perhaps the strongest
of all bonds.. Joel lowerad Clara's window a little more, enough for the

man outside to poke his head in.
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The car was a piece of driftwcod in the human stream and the man
outside held on to it to avoid being carried slong with the flow of the
stream.

"What you blocking wasy for?" he demanded hoarsely.

"Help us, brother," Joel said. "We want to turn here."

"Mek a light."

Joel reached up and flicked on the small interior light. The msn
outside had a long gaunt face with a lantern jaw. The face shone a glossy
black in the dim light. COther [aces tried to look in on Joel's side of
the car. Momentarily, there was confusiofl amd indecision among the crowd
immediately about the csr,

"Please help us, brother,"™ Jged said urgently.

"™e know you," the man sgid, anhd turned away.

* Joel flicked off the Wnterior light.

"Mek way for them turn!" the man said charply, his voice slightly
louder than normgliconversation. He spread out his arms and those behind
him ceme tq.a pabse. A way opened to the left.

"Nowi"Qgoel said., "Carefully!®

Clara inched the car forward and turned to the left. £ small group
of people blocked the way into the side street.

"Mek way for them turn!" the long-faced man called again.

The smell group stepped out of the way and Clars drove up ;he little
street, freed, now, of the disturbing presense of the fiowing streem of
gilent humanity.

Clara said: "Thank you, Joel."

He 1lit a cigarette for her and felt the trewbling of her fingers as
she to'k it from him, She was born here,he thought; she and generations
of her forebears, °Che's as native to this island as any of those people

back there, but because the 0ld Man is dead she has just discovered that

che's afraid of them.
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Twice they were held up by silent crowds at busy inter-sections.

Bach time they waited patiently, and each time someone from the crowd came

to their rescue and helped them across a main road into snother side sireet.

Three times they saw other cars caught in the silent crowds. And they knew
that whether the cars got out or not depended very much on what reaction
the cccupants of the cars provoked in some key articulate individual in the
Crovds,

At last, after spending nearly an hour on a journey they normally
covered in twenty minutes' driving, Clara tupmed the car through the
encrmous gates and into the vast grovngs 6ffold Nathan Isaacs home. From
the gateway to the house was s digtanee of a mile and a half., Only the
Presidential Palace stood in larget grounds than old Nathan's house, and
not even the Palace had such fime lawns and such a delightful and varied
assortment of exotic flowering trees from every sub-tropical corner of the
earth. For old Nathan Isaacs, this house was the outward and visible
symbol of hig sucé®ss. He had started his working life inheriting a small
drygoods,store, that was mortgaged up to th: hilt and that carried more
debts than his stock warrsnted. This had beeb the Issacs legacy after four
generations in Jamaica. And starting with that,he had laid the foundations
on which his three sons, Nathan Junior, Emanusl and Solomon, had later
.built the massive Isaacs economic empire.that today touched every.facet
of the life of the island, He had spent a fortune to meke this house the
symbol of the Isasacs success.

01d NWathan's personal chauffeur opened the car door Ior Clerse and
slipped into the driving seat to park the car.

"Everybody arrive?"

"Yes, Miss Clara.”

Clara hesitated fractionally, locked at Joel and then led the way up

fhe six steps to the large open door.
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A radio was on full blast someswhere on the uocoer floor, and the voice
of the announcer urged all people, especially motorists, to stay at home
because of the mourning crowds from the hills. Not that there was any
denger, the announcer hastened to add, ever, 6 thing was ordsrly and peaceful
and under control. Then the Commissioner of Policzs came on to tell the
p=zople on the streets how they should behave and that they should try not
to hold up traffic, He announced that buses would run all night so that
people cazught in the mourning crowds could get home.

Joel only half-listened to the voice of the Poliice Commissicner.

Part of him fought against the loudness of the voice. He hated coming to
this house because it was a house of noisee., No-One spoke softly here;
everyone shouted. And there was alweys thewconflict of noises from several
radios, record changers, television§ andvhiman voices. While Clara lived
in this house, when he courted herm, she had tried to impose some control

on its noises, Now there was, none,

They hurried up, the long flight of stairs to the upper flocr, turned
left, still pursued By %he noise,opened a large oak door, slipped tirough,
shut the doom, amd\wrer miraculously free of the assault of the noise.
They had enetered old Nathan's wing and he hed insulated it against the
noises from the rest of the house.

Voices came to them from old Nathan's study which opened to their lefw.
They went in and everybody was there except Clara's mother and sisters esnd
the children. Her three brothers, Nathan, first son of old Nathan, Manny,

Solly, flanked the old man,



25
Nathen and Manny sat to the r ght of the old man, Solly to his lef't.
Besgide Solly wrer two chairs reserved for Clara and Joel Sterning. The
three other men in the room, the husbands of old Nathan's three remaining
dauvghters sat a little apart, thus meking it clear that Joel was the only
non-Isazcs who was part of the family inner council., In fact the family
referred to Solly, Clara end Joel as the radical faction, while the old
man, young Nathan (in his late fifties) and Manny were regarded as the
conservative faction. VWhen any situation demanded a conservative approach
the conservative faction assumed authority and spoke for the Isaacs empire.
When the need was for a radical line the radicals took over, Often in the
past this had given the Isaacs empire a flexdbility of approach that its
rivals could not match,

"You're late," old Nathan ragped.\'"Crowds hold you up?" He was a tiny ,
dried up little maen with a large\hedd and piercing eyes. He .as darker
than all his children but 4t“was obvious that the slight Negro sirain
did not come from his sigde,

"It was terrikley! Clara ssaid.

"Not reallyy" Joel said quickly. "It was the surprise."

"YeSh Joed is right." Clara took her seat beside Solly.

"het d'yvou think?" young Nathan said to Joel. He looked even more
like & glum, very large and slightly overfed farmer than he usually did.

"Do you meen are they likely to run amok?" Joel asked.

"Yes;" young Nathsn said. "Revolution snd all that scrt of thing."

"No," Solly said. He was the youngest of the three sons; the long
and lean and temperemental one, Clara's favourite brother and tue one
Isaacs Joel Bterning liked without any resecvation.

"] geked Joel," young Nathan drawled.

"Come now, to business," the old man said. "What do we do?"
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"Solly's right," Joel said. "They won't run amok. At worse we'll
have a few killings, a few demonstrations, a few cases of arson in a
field aznd factory.
"hy are you so sure?"
"Because we know our people, brother," Solly said. "Traditionally
they're on the side of govermment, whichever it is; on the side of authority

of law and order, call it what you will. If you and I represent suthority

and law and order then they will obey us."

"We're not here for a political discussion," the old man cut in.

"Je're coming to the point,Papa, to buginess," Solly said. "There is
confusion because the death of the President means that there is now no
authority for tiem to turn to. It is\this that frightens them and so they
all march to the Palace, the trdditional home of the person in authority.
Its a frightened, unreasoning action, But it is understandasble and it gives
us a pointer as to whatycould” happen.

"If I understand you,Solly," young Nathan said, "your point is that
we hava nothing to“fear from the people.®

"That's right," Solly said.

"D'you go along with him, Joel?"

"Ye Se i

"Surely you meke the reservation that we have nothing to fear Ifor as
long as they are not misled,"

"The point you are missing, Nathan," Solly said, "is the question -
misled by whom? By communists, socialists, racialists? Which group do you
fear?n

"Does it matter? Any of those you've named."

"But that is just the point," Solly said., "They can only be misled

by someons or some group in authority."
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"I get itl" young Nathan said quickly. "If you're right then the
real problem is who becomes tne new father-figure in whom they vest
authority."

"That's the real problem,® Solly said.

"Josiah," the old men said, looking at zach member of his inner council
inﬁurn. "Joel, can't we do anything to help these others stop him?®
Isn't there one of them we can back heavily who has a chance? You're our
political man. Tell us."

"There is," Joel said slowly. "But I think we'll lose."

"I'm thinking of big money," thc old man rasped. "One, maybe two
hundred thousand., Its worth it to break him."

"Je don't think it can be doney Papay® Solly said.

"Joel?" the old men said.

"If it fails," Joel sgidmglewly, "we will be finished."

" SO? "

"T think Joslah will #in..."

" So? i

"I sayadonlt get involved. Stay out. Do our business,"

Manny, the nondescript pasty-faced brothsr asked: "Vill!gg leave us
alone? Will he let us do our business®"

"That is a chance we must take," young Nethan said.

"Then you agree with Solly and Joel," the old man said.

"I don't see we have any choice. Tts not a guestion of agreeing.

If they're 1izht then our approach will have to become radical. I think
they are. We'd better start by seeing that some of the darker workers

are promoted to some of the specisl jobs." Young Nathan®s remarks, now,
vere addressed to the three men who were there by virtue of being married
to Isaacs girls. Unlike Joel, these had not yet sarned the right to

full equality within the family council., "Dark girls in all the front

offices, and courtesy: you know the plan...m
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"I thought that was already in effecti" Clara said sharply.
"Je took that decision nearlys ten years sgo:i"

"T know," young Nathan said., "This time it must bé implemented.”

"No wonder they call us hypocritsi" Clara was possessed by a violant
flash of uncontrollable anger. "Vhy meet! Why meke these decisions if
they can be pigeon-h led for ten years! The great progress®@ive Isaacs
empire dedicated to serving the‘nati;n!"

"Claral® the old man said sharply.

"Come off it, Clara," Manny, the silent one, gaid mildly. "We could
all see vhat was going on. You too. Let usgfiot be hypocrits sbout it now."

Solly put long thin nervous fingerns on his favourite sister's arm.
"Hasy dear; Manny's right. We all aliowad it to drift: all of us except
Joel., He tried."

"] didn't-" Clara bggan, thion she looked at Joel and shook her head.
"Yes. Perhaps I didn' wantNc seces.”

"This gets ws“movhere," young Nathan said. "And when you've finished
critieising us) my dear Clara, just remember that our workers are stiil
the best pal@ ai@ looked after on the island. Its not our fault if
standards ape abysmally low. Ths thing is to adjust to taz times. And
this time it is up to all of us to see that the policy is carried out at
every level, It is a matter of survival."

"Allright," the old man rasped. "Politically, we take no part in
the struggle for power; organisationally, we project a more popular

dark-skinned image. What elze?" The old man turned to his eldest son.
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"I formally resign the chairmanship of ths board of Isaacs Enterprises,"
young Nathan szid. And I propose Mr, Solomon Iszacs as the new Chairman
and spokesman of Isaacs Enterprises,"

"T second," Manny said,

"Objections?" the old man said. "None. Let it be noted."

Young Kathan smiled at his youngest brother. "Anything speecial you
want us to do?" |

"You and Manny will of course keep internal control.,"

"Of course."

"Keep up your political contacts. And you might both let it be known
t .at you are not too happy about what loeks o' you like our suppoort for
Josigh,"

Who are you? You and Joel?"

"And Papa and Clara."

"Papa too?" Manny asked, Wtartled.

"Yes. I wantqto speak with the authority of a very strong majority."
"And just Hew unhappy are Manny and I?" young Nathan asked.

"Wery. And you hope to win back control one day and reverse policy."
Solly looked at the three junior members, the three silent husbands of
his three sisters. "This will not be discussed again once we leave this
room: not among yourselveg; not even with your wives. Understood?"

"Anything else?" the old man asied,

Young Nathan said "This is for your information, not discussion.
I've just made a sizeable increase in our holdings outside the island.
Senior members of ths board can get details any time they wish."

"Anything else?" the old man asked. After a pause he added:

"Allright. Meeting's over.®
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The old man rose and everybody followed suit. He led the way out of
the study and into a large living room with a wide balcony that commanded
a sweeping view of the rear of the great house ad the aprawling acres of
floodlit gerden., TFoom the balcony they could see that a small party was
in progress down by the swimming pool. Manny's eldest son was home on
holiday from his college in the States. He had brought half a dozen
friends yith him, And since grandpa Nathan's was the largest of the family
houses, he and his friends had moved in and taken over a wing. [Now they
had collected qgroup of young ladies from nsarby homes and were having a
night—time swimming party, under strict chaperonage of course. 0ld Nethan
elways ingisted that young people bLe.ave properly.

The sound of joung laughter drifted WP to the people on the wide
balcony.,

"The young people ars happyW!' the old man said, and slipped his arm
through Clara's,

"It is easy fer thenFounz to be happy,“ Clara said,

"Or sad," ¢the\old¥man added. "You very sad, my little Clara?"

"Not very.W

"But ‘sad."

"I don't know, Papa. It isn't so simple,"

"It never is, my child. Trouble between you and Joel?"

Two young black girls moved silently among tham offering drinks and
things to eat. Joel, Solly and young Nathan were in a corner by themselves
exploring further the political and economic implications of the death of
the President. Manny, the family organisation and personsl expert, stood
with the three junior directors, clearing up points they had been afraid
of raising at the full meeting.

"You understnd I'm not trying to pry," the old man said hastily when

Clara said nothing.
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"T know, Papa." She patted his hand. "There is no trouble. I wish
there were, There is nothing, I didn't realise how proud he was."
"I thought you were the one who was tired of him, my child."

"I thought so too."

if he had divorced you,"
"He did ths same thing," she protested. "He did it first."
"That makes no differencel!" The old man was getiing angry. "He's a man! i
Clara choked back the angry retort that wellad up in her. After a
vwhile she said very quietly: "You would haye blamed me, but you would.
have stood by me, agasinst him. TYou and/fy brothers,"”
"You are my child," the old mafl said stiffly. "You are their sister."”
"Yeg," she said heavily. "Yeg."
"I - we - are very fend™efWJoel. He's one of us. He knows it."
"He also knows you wowld have stood by me,"
The old man tefuse@yfo follow where she was leading, so he led her
to where Joelfolly ®nd young Nathan stood., He felt old and tired
suddenly, @md Sffhowed on his face and in the stoop of his small figure.
"Seef\meto my room,Nathan," he rasped fretfully. "Goodnight."
Young Nathan led the old man out.
"Don't see how I can get to the Palace tonight," Joel szid.
"Shouldn't try," Solly said.
Joel looked at Clara snd decided he could not let her mske the journey

home alone, or even with a chauffeur: not on a night like this.
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He would never forgive himself if anything happened to her, especially

because things were bad between them. Vhen things go bad we sometimes
wish something would happen to remove the person on whom we place the
blame. And because he had had such wishes he had to protect Clara in order
to protect himgelf against the destructive forces of the human conscience.

Solly saids: "He's getting very old and we may ﬂot have him for long."
Joel and Clara knew his mind was on the old President lying dead in his
Palace. There was no more than threec or four years' difference,either
way, between the dead old Presgident and ﬁheir living father,

Clara said: "Pspra's been rather more careful than old Moses."

Joel walked across the room to where thestelephons was and dialled
John Stanhope's nurber. Holding on, He twrned and looked at Manny and
the three junior directors who wergathere by right of marriasge. The.e was
an air of servility about them,tan‘attitude of three untouchables in the
presence of a Brahmin pringe., He thought: It makes Manny feel, and
therefore look, magnetie, and powerful. Poor bloody brute.......
The ringing of tha)telephone stopped and after a while a desperate male
voice said "¥es?M; But it was not John Stanhope.

"Joel Sterning here; Mr, Stanhope, please."

"He cannot speak, sir; he's with the Ministers and not to be disturbed..”

"7ill you take a message, then?"

"I'm sorry, sir; the Presidential Secretary cannot speak!"

And you are on the verge of cracking, my friend, Joel thought as the
maﬁ at the other end hung up on him. Again he looked at the three
surrounding Manny. He wondered whether he, too, had fawned once on the

Iszacs wealth and home &as they now did. :



33
And it seemed to him that he remembered doing so, a 1ittle more

subtly perhaps, with the sophistication of the European. These thrse
vere island-born. He went back to Solly and Clara.

"Get John?" Solly asked.

"No. Some feliow on the verge of breaking down wio hung upr on me.
John's still with the Ministers."

"Poor John," Solly sa d. "I'd tell that crowd to go to hell."

"He can't," Joel said, a little sharply. "They're the government
and John is a servant of th= peoplel"

"Easy, Joel," Solly was startled. "I didn't mean anything:
certainly not what you seem to think.?He &boked from Josl to Clara.

"I'm going home," Clara saidfjuiekly, ad began to move to the door,
"You staying, Joel? If you arefl /W leave the car."

"I'1ll teke you home, "I said.

'They said goodbye tManny snd the three junior directors, and
Solly went downdqgtairsWwith them, While they waited for the car they
saw a specidlhgoustable, a member of that branch of the police force
that can"be hi¥ed by private citizens, swing around the corner of the
house of hif patrol., All through thr night a 'specizl! will be on
patrol duty sround the house. Another will be at the gate, and a third
will patrol the land at the back of the house.

Solly touched Joel's arm and said: "Some:hing's worrying you?"
"Its personal," Clara said very quickly. "Eetween Joel and me."
HI Sie."

"Do you?" There was a hint of bitterness about her now.

"Sorry," Solly aaid, suddenly withdrawn and cold. He stepped

back as the chauffeur brought up the car.
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=Ffhe chauffeur opened the driver's door, for Clara. She shook her head.

"Plegse drive, Joel.,"

"Look you twol" Solly exploded. "What the hell's the matter? I haven't
done or said enything! I haven't tried to interfere! So, why turn on me?
When you'vﬁhad trouble before I've kept the others off your backs to give
you a chance to work things out by yourselves!"™ Then he calmed down &as
suddenly as he had exploded. "Allright. We are an oppressive bunch. Maybe
things would have worked out betier if you had gone away for a few years
in the beginning,"

"Goodnight,Solly," Clara ssid.

"tnight, sis; 'night,Joel. I hope W HeasWwung on his heels and went
back into the great house.

"You ne=adn't take me home," Olgravssid softly. She indicated her
father's waiting chauffeur &N MAtM him driving and a 'special! beside him
I'd be quite safe." |

For answer Joed, start¥d up the car and moved off. The chauffeur
touched his capiwAs they drove past him, the 'special! threw an elaborate
military salute.

The wa¥ bdck wes easier than the way coming. Crowds were still
converging on the Presidential Palace, but in smeller numbers now, and it
was relatively easy to get the car through the crowds at the msin roads.
Joel turned on the car radio at ongétage and there was mournful, discordant
hymn-singing as from a great and poorly guided multitude in the open under
the stars. And when it was punctusted by the ineviteble commercial the
announcer said that the broadcasting of .chis great expression of a nation's
sorrow on the outskirts of the Palace where our fallen President lay had

been made possible by the public spiritedness of Isaacs Enterprises.
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It later transpired that a young priest of one of the less socially
respectable churches had joined his humble parishioners on their mérch
dwon from the hillg to the Presidential Palace. It was his efforts that
had started to give the wave of sorrow its religious aspect. Other priests
had soon followed his example. Now the approachesko the Palace gave the
impression of a series of vast and :ournfui religious crusades. And the
organs of publicity had soon seized on this. When, five minutes later,
the man with the commercial came on again, Clara switched him off violentlg
Tut the memory of .the hymn-singing, sharp and clear, longsred with them
all the way up the spiralling road to their mountaintop home.

Clara left Joel putting away the car am@l gent into the house to see

if the children were safely home,
When he came in she met him with a%drink: And: "The childresn are

allright., They're aslesp. Somepllifig%to eat? A snack? Cold chicken?
Salami? CheeseI"

"No, thank you.,"™{e wanted a snack, but alone, not with Clara.

He finicied oM drink quickly, checked to see that al%\éoors and
windows ware s3ctgsly shut, said 'goodnight'! to Clara, and wént quickly
to his room.% AN® because the President's death had come at the end of
a long, hardeflay which was also the end of a hard week, he slipped into
a very deep sleep almost as soon as he got into bed.

In the other room, Clara Sterning refilled her glass ensuring, as
s matter of long habit, that her drink was iced soda water with just a
faint flavouring of whisky. As the family hostess f:r all important
occasions, which usually meant . big political or econcmic or business
dinners, she often had to appear to drink a great deal; so iced soda

water flavoured with a few drops of whisky had become a habit.
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She cerried the drink toc the balcony. She opened one of the sliding
panels.. Below were the shimmering lights of the city, and the body of the
desd President, snd the mourning black crowds meking discordant sounds
out of their sorrow. ©Che pulled the chaise-iongue close up to the glass
znd settled down, making her back comfortable by pressing it sgainst the
foemrubber support of the chsir,

The world was silent now, as silent snd quiet as she had ever known
it. When she was & child her room at her fether's house had scmetimes been
as quiet as this, but never as silent., Alwsys there had been the ticking
of the clock that hung sbove her bedroom dger. FHere, in this all-electric
house, the clocks wrer silent. And bothheagilence and the quist were
complete,

Her stomach felt sore and #ighk%, Once, a long time ago, two big
black girls had cornered e @chind some bushes in the deserted part of
the school yard., Thgy had\yWhed her playfully rather than aggrescively.
But she had become angriend slaepped the bigger one in the face,hsard.
Without any cHakg®, of® expression the big b.eck girl had closed her hand
into a fisHendhit Clara in the stomsach, hen the two black girls had
walked aWay./ Clara had lesned against the bushes, body doubled up, sore
and gick in the stomach, vnable to breasthe properly for a long time,
Now the sickness in her stomach brought back the memory of that dreedful
day. CShe had known instinctively,and as soon as the pain essed up for
her to be able to think, that the big black girl rould not have hurt her

if ehe had not slapped the girl,
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The knowledge had been no help and no comfort. And now, more than
twenty years later she felt the same sickness in her stomsch and
recognised it for what it was. She was afraid. And egain the fact
of knowing was no comfort. But she wes an adult now, grown-up, the
mother of big children, e women of power and influence, so she did not
allow herself to fall apart as she had done as a girl behind the bushes.

She thought of Joel in his room., He had comforted her once, long
ago, when he had loved her. DNow he loved that part-Chinese bleck womsn,
She felt the pounding of her heart,and she put her hand over it to itry

and still the violence of its beat. Skglt the firm outward curve

of her breast., He used to love sgpp' 8% breasts in his hands so,
fondling them endlessly, even af ving as though they gave him a
pleasure beyond the realm of That woman would never be able to

give the pleasure and ’s%. ion of body that she, Clars, had given
him, W¥hen gsex is té%&; and complete for as long as it had been
between them, %yter experience with anybody else is never
really impo hat is why che could not feel jealous of that other
woman withy he® straight up-and-down boyish body. That is why she had
used th other two men to try to bring Joel back to her. It had been
distasteful but it would have been worthwhile had it worked. Instead
it had made things worse. Where had it begun to go wrong?

At what point had hies love started to wither? The way it came out from
him now it was as though the germ of its death was there at birth.

But how then account for the good years and the bteautiful years and the

happy times.
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Then, charp and clear, the thought was full grown in her mind:
We forced his to recognise the streak of fear and cowasrdice in him;
we challenged and proved wrong his own estimate of hims21f. For that
he will never forgive me and mine,

She tried to deny the truth of the thought, bul she knew the attempt
was futile. |

She rose quickly and pushed her head through the opening in the
glass panelling. Looking down at the twinkling lights, she thought:
Elsewhere it might have been different, he would have been diff'erent and
I would have been different ; not here, no the island...
eeelt is a long time since I've craﬂe@nybody for comfort. We are
strong people, we Igaacs. We have Q: » Jews have alwsys had to be to
survive, Put he's my husband ghd é?,t is between us is wrong. How to

right it? O Lord how to.?@i

She shut the gldgs pand8l and secured it, She went to her room,

&

changed into her clothes, turned off all the lights and groped her

her husband's room,

He ,had d all his windovs and the night was clear enough for her
to see him a shedowy figure in the bed., She trembled viclently now,
as though chilled. She crawled into the ted beside him, and the contact
with his naked body made the sickness in her stomach unbearable.

He stirred and pulled away. She put trembling fingsrs on him and began
to caress him rhythmically. He woke.

"What the -} Claral"

Then he heard the soft sobbing of his wife. He reached out and
switched on the bedside lamp. He sat up and turned to her. He choked

back the angry words as he saw the tears flowing out of her stark and

frightened eyes. She was not given to tears.



"hat's the metter?®

"I'm afraid, Joel; I'm afraid.,”

"What of? Whet's wrong?"

When she said nothing, he thought: Another Isaacs sﬁunt. Then,
watching her, he felt eshamed of himself. Whatever the reason, Clara was
really frightened. It was there in her eyes, and he knew this woman well.
Then he became aware of her physical precence., He switched off the light
quickly and settled back in bed, careful not to touch her.

"™May I stay?"

"Yes." She hed not been in his bed or he in hers for nearly four
years.

There was a long silence bety@en, tHem, punctusted now and then by
a soft snuffle from Clara. ThéndSiie’ put her hand on his tentatively.

Her touch was as fire tq Lim, Skin.

"The conjugal righth, BeSiness?" he asked coldly.

"Just comfart, JOgd; please. Just comfort., I am your wife."

He remefbered how ithad been. Afterwards, she had always made

him feel9elleugh he had bestowed a great ard precious gift on her,
Put the®e hagd been total harmony only in this, and it was not enough.
She p:.essed her thigh against his and psssion rose in him. He pulled
her to him with a mixture of bitter rage and high passion.

"So afraid,”" she moaned as ghe received him, and he knew it was
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of the island because it was without its fether..without Moses Joshua.
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- TWO -

For them this night will never end, the woman told herelf.

They will weave a legend out of the happenings of this night, and with
the legend they will bind and imprison their minds and mske it easy for
someone else to come and gain ascendancy over them, as that dead old
man in the Palace had done. She wanted to feel angry with them, but she
could not. This is how they are, and to be angry with them is to be
angry with man, with God, =nd with life.

She pushed her way thhough the thick mass of people, raising her
voice now and then to insist that some big%brute of a man make room for
her to pass. They stared briefly gt e¥;ezhd they let her pass.

Here and there she heard murmurs Jf rdsentment, but these bothered her
no whit, and she went on her gdyf ¥8aving in and out of the large crowds,
observing, listening, pewiodNealy imprinting a face or a voice or an
expression on her mémory With precise care. Thus she made a complete
circle of the PgMace ar¥ its vast thronz of mourners. The journey
took her the ©8sf\oart of ninety minutes and she was do -tired when che
got back 1@, ti® Pelace gates. The guards knew her, so.there was no
need to ‘wefuce her press pass, but all of them were under strain so
she showed it all the same. They lel her through and she went into the
1ittle guardhouse and flopped down in the first empty chair she found.

All the way up the drivewey, stretching to the very dorrs of the
Pelace, the place bristled with police and military. Even the guardhouse
was unusually crowded, and there was a constant coming and going of
policemen, The old sergeant in charge of the guardhouse seemsd the only
calm and composed person about. The old sergeant left his desk and
went to the woman,

"Miss Lee...¥hat a night,hehl!

"hat a night!" she echoed him,

nSeen all the crowds?"



"Just been right round the Palace."

"Never seen anything like it," the sergeant said. '"Never!"

Miss Lee was tall and thin and her thinness and her tight slacks
and longish face madle her seem even teller. She was a deep dark brown,
nearly black, and her face was of a matt smoothness
1ife all its own. But it was hereyes, wholly orientsl and slanting and
going round the corners of her face, and her straight thick blue-black
hair, hanging down to the shoulders, that made for the striking appearance
of the woman. ©She was almost completely flat-chested and the rest o
her long lean body showed only the vaguesd®hints of feminine curves.
There were laughter lines sbout the cornegS of the big mcuth end a

disturbing detachment in the gaze ®he $urned on her world., Miss Martha

]

Lee was the Political and Dipkomgtie Correspondent of THE VOICE CF THE

Island.

Mhatts it likeyup there?" She moved her head slightly to indicate
the Palace.

"Confusiefy Miss Lee; confusion ma'tam., All the Ministers except
" Zthe Honoumgbl®¥Josial have been there all the time since the news."

"YeSpl#she said drily. "I saw him weep on television."

"A1l that stop now," the sergeant said. "o more television and
radio people up there; they won't even let you in there now. Some of
your friends are up there now, but outside the doors...

Anyway, a little warm coffee, ma'am? It not reaily hol sgain, but it
strong andﬁweet.“

"¥o thank yeu, sergeant. Its sweet of you. Can I try end reach

Mr, Stanhope on your phone?"
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"Not supposed to, Miss. Striet orders, snd not from our Inspector
either; & captain of the army is in charge of there now."
Martha Lee tilted her head back and locked into the sergeant's eyes.
For a while the sergeant met the steady gaze of the slanting Chinese syes,
then he looked away, disturbed; then, as though compelled, he looked back

into those eyes.

"Itll lose my job,Miss,” he protested.

The sergeant shrugged helplessly, looked at the two telephcnes on
his desk and made a rapid inspection of the three littie groups of
policemen in the room, The group in tweyTap’ corner was immersed in
conversation; the smaller group negy She"foor was playing dominoes; and
near at hand, only some ten feclf afgy, four young fellows sat silent
and tense as though afraid ponbheathe. These latter were young country
constables, part of the fOgc® irom the rural areas that had been flown
in to stand-by inqcase @ trouble.

Martha Lée,rese wnd touched the sergeant's arm.

"Serg®en®yNall I'm asking is permission to use your phone,understand?
You don*#ykngk what for because I didn't tell you. As far as you know
it is to get in touch with.my péper. You know I've prhoned my paper
from here many times in the past."

"Allright,Miss," the sergeant seid unhappily.

In two long strides Martha Lee was across the room and at the desk.
She picked up the phone that was connected only to the Palace. She
dialled the numerals 2,3. Someone angwered almost instantly, but it
was not the Presidential Secretary. She pressed her finger down on the

\

rest, bresking the connection.
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Quickly she dialled agein, three numerals this time,1,2,5. In one of
his moments of grand expansiveness the old man who now lay dead up thers
had himgelf ordered John Stanhope to give her these private numbers as
well as a bottle of rare brandy; and a week later he had publicly
threatened to lock her up because of some article he did not like, Now,
as the phone rang on the 0ld Man's desk, she half expected to hear the

bluff, bullying voice rumble "Yesi"

2

entle and

0

The voice that did say "Yes?" was that of John Stanhore, |
charged with a terrible weariness.

"Martha Lee," she said. "Sorry to bot¥fr you." Once she had thought
herself in love with this man; but that (ha@gbeen a long time ago.

"Not now," he said.

"When? I'm at the guardhoyge.( I can wait."

"Tt may be very longw™

"] can wait,"

A1 right. "

The old_ceRz®alt came to her, relief written all over his face.
"Allright,Mics?"
"Thanic®ou, sergeant. May I just make one more call to my paper?"

"Yes,Missli"

But it required three tries before she finally got on to the night

"Mzlcolm? Martha Tee. Hold the front page till the very last
minute, Allright?"

She produced cigarettes and matches from the deep pockets of her
high-necked Chinese-style blouse, She and the sergeant 1it yp.

“"Mr, Stanhope asked me to wait here, sergeant."
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"Then that makes it official, Miss."
"That's right, sergeant. He said it might be a long time,"
"Doesn't matter, Miss. If he said so then jou can stay here till
morning,. What about that coffee now, Miss?"
"I like mine black and bitter, sergeant; a little like me."
job

v

That was what the sergeant liked about this young lady; big
and all and pretty enough to claim to be Chir se; but no, che dossn't
claim to be coloured or Chinese-coloured or any of those fancy ways of
denying the blackness in her. She comes straight out with the blackness
in her,

in his pleasure he dropved his®cagefufl Bnglish and said:

"Mek me see that them have in the Yack, Migs."

So easy, Martha Lee thought, both touched and irritated; so easy.
Sey the right words, make the right gestures and my psople eat out of
your hands.

The sergeant seon returned with a mug of stéaming black coffes.

"] gotea LTHD: somet’ing to go in, Miss.™

She nodd:>d and he brought a gquarter quart bottle from the bottom
righthand drawer of the dssk and guickly laced the coffee with a generous
dash of white rum., Then he slipped the 1ittle bottle back into its hiding
place.

Martha Lee wrapped the long fingers of both hands about the hot mug
and realised how cold her hands were., The island sometines turns very
cold at night, as Christmas aporoaches, and Christmas was less than two
months away. She drank the coffee, still warming both hands with the mug,
and as she drank she thanked ths sergeant with her eyes. He beamed at her.
So easy.

Afterwards she went back to the chair ad sat down. The sergeant

returned to his desk and his paper work.
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A squad of policemen came off duty. The sergeant detailed the
group in the far corner to take their place. The strong hot coffee and
the strongsr rum warmed Mertha Lee and she forgot her weariness . She
left the guardhouse and went to the Palace gates. They let her out and
she wes among the mass of mourners. Tlere, nsar the gates everybody
was silent partly because of the noise elsszwhere but also as though
waeiting for something to happen., TFarther awey, to the left and the
right of the great iron gates, the hymn-singing took place. And it was
those who were at the gates who were dirsctly in the path of the meeting

of the sounds of the conflicting hymns., From the left came Rock of Ages;

from the right When the Roll is Calledd And from further away, immediated

cutward, between left and right Abide With Me was locked in combat with

Lead Kindly Light,

A woman put a hand on/Martha Lee's arm, leaned towards her ear and
shouted: "You see him? Them let you in?"

"Nol" Mariha shouted.

"Me wan' see him! Ve wan' see him{! Him belong wi' wetl "

"You will¥® Martha shouted. "You will! In the morningi®

"hat2 !

"In the morning! You will see himl"

"We wait! You see him?"

"Nol i

"Dont! go 'way!" The woman pstted her reascuringly. "You willl®

Just then a convoy of lorries carrying soldiers and police workad

ts tway through the getes. The crowd heaved a d pressed this way and

|

ct

hat to get out of the way of thz lorries. To escape tne pressure
Martha Lee went back inside the gates. She had soms trouble getting
past a soldier who had come to share guard duty with the policeman who

had let her walk out., She decided not to go outside the gates again.
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Further back the palace grounds were rapidly beginning to look like a
military camp. %Tents were sorouting everywhere and armed soldiers moved
about with quiet purposefulness of people who knew hat tuey were about.

*nside the guardhouse, the sergeant looked up as -he entered and
said: "See how it is, Miss."

"Yes; someone's really taken over."

"I know I can trust you,Miss. Inspector just telephoned to say
I must take my orders from the military,"

"As in an emergency," Martha Lee said,

"Yes, Migs,"

An emergency overation against Jo§lah;*Martha Lee wondered;
and if it were that, by whose decigion That of the Ministers? Or that
of John Stanhope? She thougiht abéut it and it appeared that the decision
wag that of the Minister§.£.ButhJohn knows what ic involved, and John
is not mad, she told hers3if"...Somshow she did not feel comforted. The
sanest of us, th%most veasonable, the most balanczd, sometimes reaches
breaking poinfy,and then anything is possible,

She pushdd)thesdthoughts firmly out of her mind, settled back in
the chai® awd closed her eyes. Her wait may be long, may stretch for two
orithree or four hours, or even into the morning. She made her mind
blank; relaxed all her body. The clock above the sergeant's desk showsd
the time at a little before one o'clock. The President had now bzen dead

for just about four hours.
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The old srgeant touched her dhoulder andshe woke immediately.

"Miss: the Ministers are leaving. Mr. Stanhope called through
for you to come up."

Martha Lee rose instantly ad mads for the door but the sergeant
called her back. "No, Miss, You must wait till a scldier comes to escort
you. The military have taken over all security duty around the Palace."

It vas then that Martha Lee realised a soldisr with the rank of
corvoral now sat at the sergeant's desk. She looked at the clocs on the
wall high behind the soldier's head, It was a quarter after two. Just
then a soldier marched briskly into the room, saluted his corporal and
presented a chit.

The corporal szid "Miss Lee."

The soldier saluted again then gtood aside for Martha Lee to leave the
room first. They marched, side By side up to the Palsace, Martha Lee
neving to streteh her long),legs to keep up with the brisk military pace.

All about her soldiers were on guard, at fifty yard intervals aslong
the drivewa, to,the Palece, and making a vast ring, three deep, inside
the shrub ‘and “barbed-wire fence that encircled the grounds. From the
brightlyit#sup Palace its=1f the Ministsrs emerged in a body. About
them, outnumbering them, soldiers with automatic wegpons were on guard.

Too many guns, Martha Lee tolid herself, much too many guns.

"This way, ma'am," the soldier murmured and led her off the driveway
and across the lawns at a tangent that would bring them to a small side
entrance. She had a brief glimpse of prsss photographer's flashbulbs
copping , then they were round the side of the massive building.

The soldier came to an abrupt halt, jarred his head with the violence
of his footwork, and threw a massive salute that forced Martha Lee 10
step back in alarm, They had come up to a guardpost with a junior officer

in charge.
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The soldier handed over his chit and th:s young officer took charge
of Martha Lee and led her into the familier Palace which had the apgearance
of an armed camp. Two soldiers stood on guard at the foot of the wide
stairway that led to the upper parts.At the top, to the right, a soldisr
was on guard outside the Presidential 0Office; and two more guarded the
entrance to the Presidential private quarters. To the left, and
unguarded, were the offices of ths Presidential Secretary. And although
it was the very early hours of the worning, people were hard at work,
everyone in his or her place. For these people the death of the
President meant more work to ensure that ghs machinery of government did
not breek down as a result of the terrible jolt it had received. So the
Presidential Secretary's senior adeistants were on the phone to [araway
places, talking to the islandds Fepresentatives in foreign countries,
explaining, reassuring, Jving Fuidance.

Marthe Lee knew, this“effice well, but now the young officer
prevented her from entering. Instead he waited till young Andrew
Simpson, the BPiluiant cadet whom Stanhope was personally grooming for
big thingsWNin Wis country's service, saw them and approached. And
even now,adfl the hour of national tragedy, the very tall, very suave,
very handsome and very black young diplomat in the maiing, could not
quite restrain the imrulse to switch on his charm.

His syes 1it up and he cams towards her, both arms outstretched
as if to embrace her, Martha Lee noticed a small twitch of contempt
on the brown-skinned young oificer's face.

"Miss Leel!" young Simpson murmured and made a deep bow over her hand.
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The young officer clicked his heels as he saluted; he handed
Simpson the chit, swung about and marched away. For a second the foppish
agir fell from ,oung Simpson, and he was a sharp, alert young man with a
hint of ruthlessness about his eyes. Hieg lips moved and Martha Lee
thought she lip-read, rather than heard him murmur: "Silly toy soldier.”
In s flash it was all gons amd he was once more the smooth and charming
young diplomat.

"Mr. Stanhope's up in his quarters," Simpson murmured. He tucked
his right hand under Martha's left elbow and steered her towsrds the
very nerrow and almost h:dden flight of stairs that led up to the private
quarters of the Presidential Secretaryy

"You sometimes frighten me, yelin@\Andrew," Martha said softly.

"Me, Miss Lee?" He gesturedfdgmacefully with both hands and his
shou.ders. Then he lavghed ®utNloud, gaily.

"Watch yourselfy Andy N\, The President lies dead."

He stopped dbruptid Again the amiable mask was dropped for a few
seconds.,

"You ‘are“gp right, Miss Lee. Our beloved President lies dead and
we must Show/due respect. But you will forgive me if I refuse to make
a hero out of a bully and an autocrat who has lived high off the hog of

>

my people, vho has misled them and sold them into the hands of the margin
gatherers, You will forgive me, won't you, for being glad that the old
brute has finally been removed from our necks." He said zll this casually,
lightly, as one might talk about the weather.

"Is thaﬂ all there was to him?" Martha asked.

"For me and those like me - yes. That was all, He held us back.
And don't remind me I'm a peasant boy from thz hills with a top job in
the Palace. This is noly small part-payment of a heavy undischarged debt

owing to generations of poor peasants named Simpson.
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But here we are, Miss Lee, and yoﬁ'won't give me away, will you?
My chief might think such thoughts subversive, andthen I might have to
go back to being a hill feasant Simpson - or worse."

Martha Lee put a firm rein on her mounting angsr. She restrained
the young man from knocking on the door at the top of the narrow s.asirs.

"Have you been outsidey; Andy? Have you sesn the poor neople from
the hills weeping out there at the Palace gates, and all about the
grounds?"

"I've seen them, Miss Lee, I've secsn them,"

"And still you say what you do?"

lave mestear,

[}

"They are his biggest crime: thefsleves weeping for ths
#e put blinkers of ignorance not @h ome but on two and three generations
of iglanders."

"So you dismiss thogé crowds out there?"

"no, Miss Leeg We den't dismiss them, But we know they are sick
in the way all_ Deainwashed people are sick. They don't know what they
are doing out“iers" ©So much of their humanity, of their dignity has
been destUmoys@)that they are afraid of standing on their own. Is this
one of NMiggblessings, Miss Lee?®

"But, is that all, Andy? Wacn't there something more?"

He shrugged elegently.

"For you; not for me."

Martha gestured for him to knock on the door. He did so and they
went in. He stood just inside the door for a while, waiting till John
Stanhope, the Presidential Secretary, came forward. Then he bowsd

slightly and withdrew.
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As he came towards her Martha Noticed that Stanhope'!s normaly
vibrant pale chestnut brown skin had a likeless achenness about it;
the normally shrewdly twinkling eyes were dull; even the assurance
perhaps the single most important sources of strength of the islandts
old coloued aristocracy, was gone, And because of this he seemed more
pitifully human than Martha thought it possible for John Stanhope to be,

His fingers were ice cold when he tock her hand and turned to
introduce the European military type with whom he had been in conference.
Martha recognised the soldier as the recently appointed Colonel Jones
who had been imported to head the island's armed forces.

"Tell me, Colonel," Martha said, "has"a/state of emergency been
declared?"

The Colonel opened his mouih Jh3n clamped it shut and inclined his
head toward the Presidentisgl, Secrétary. "I'm only a soldier,Missi"

Then he touched his peak8@ ®ap casually and left them,

"Has it, John?" “Shefstared steadily at Stanhope.

"There! gqno\eméggency," Stanhope said wearily. He led the way through
to his sittihg Ywoom.

"THen wilo called out the soldiers? And why?"

The man slumped deep in his favourite armchair near the large open
window. He gestured for her to help herszlf from the array of bottles
on the liquor cabinet. The woman quickly poured herself a small brandy.

"] called out the soldiers," Stanhope said, and you know why.

And now, suddenly, Martha was afraid of asking the next question,

a:raid of the answer Stanhope would give, bubt she asgked it &1l the same.
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"On vhose authority?"

"My own,"

"Wy God, John! How could youl..Did you spezk to any of them about
it?m

"No. They'd all losgt their heads and something had to be done to stop
the spread of confusion and panic."

"But John," she protested. "You're a public servant, not an slected
representative, You have no authority for making this kind of decision.
You have no power to call in the military, no power in law, John!"

"Someone had to do something.®

"Not in this way."

"Let me tell you something, MaftBa. YTtve had them here since the
death., I've been unable to makd pHem’do a thing. They can't even agree
on as simple a thing as sigmwegdN\a decree ordering a carry-on uatil the
problem of the successionWis®resolved. Fach is faraid that anything he
does might be helg agaMy#t him later..."

"] don't@douht Pour motives, John."

"But 4§, was\rong?"

"Yo kngww it. TYou know that you have now delivered yourself into
the hands of anybody who wants to get you."

"Like Josiah. But scmething had to be done, Marthal"

"There are many things you could do without manipulating the military.
You had no right to manipulate stete power."

"If only he hadn't concentrated all power in his own hands..."

"That's cheating, John. We can make up a long list of 'if onlys':
if only his vice president hadn't died last year; if only he had appointed
a minister of defence; if only his ministers were a bunch of patriots

insteed of cowardly self-seckers; and to tais, among others, we can add
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if only the Presidental Secretary had not lost his head and usurped the
powers of the people's elected representatives...”

"So, I should have done like the others; taken care of my own
interests and allowed the confusion to sprezad. What kind of patriotism
is thatin

"Oh John; John. You have no real faith in your people, do jyou?
This is the real tragedy of our coloursd aristocracy, they don't have any
faith or trust in the rest of us,."

"I'm awfully tired, Martha end the going will be tough when dayligat

comes. "
Martha straightencd up quicklyy, sy Mr, Precgidentizl Secretary.
I didn't mean to presume.” K

"Come off it, Martha," J% wearily.
"P;ease, John, " sheyT 1y earnest now. "The country is going
to need what you hav uor:~hesperately than ever before. TIf the public

service falls ap

V gOes rotten we will have no hope of surviving this
erisis. So ke peace with Josigh. Save yourself in order to keep
the service

"Makep€ace with Josiah! You'tre mad,"

"John! You're not a political idiot. If you don't he'll break you
for this night's work. You know as well as I do that the gentlemen who
just lef® you can't stop him,"

"He's no good for tne country, Marthal®

"He is one of those who presented thenszslves to the people, and he

wvas elected, They put him there,John, and nothing we sey can change that.
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Neither you or I have submitted oursslves to the people so neither you
nor % have the authority vested in the least and meanest of these people.
It is either that or the will of the people is turned into & wockery
we do not believe in but pay lip-service to.™
"Please Martha..."
"I know Jhon, This is no time for a discussion on the nati.re and

eaning of democracy. Fub you owe it to the couniry to try and get

yourself out of this mess."

"By helping others to bring another would-be dictator to power?"

"You have taken unto yours=1lf powersg®hich have been entrusted only
to the elect of the peorle, Thinke sHowl ¢gtiat,John. Because you are our
most senior public servant you sreNinvested with considerable power and
authority. You have the powed Tg grotect public servants from political
interference and to safe-8tard the integrity of that service.
Unfortunatly you hafy, whalever the motives, compromised yourself so
badly that you genot Be able to do any of these things unless you
retrieve the \iNAtion...Now, may I please telephone my paper?"

Stanhohe mM8dded and Martha Lee tclephoned the night duty editor,
dictated W€ main lead story while the night man listened and a
stenographer toock it down. She spoke smoothly, quickly, not fumbling
for words and putting the story together with the prefessional skill of
the old hand., She began with the inconclusive end to the mesting of
Ministers, pointing out that the only sbsent Minister was Mr. Albert
Josigh vho had entrusted the decision-meking to his colleagues vhile

he went out to try and restore calm and confidence among the bereaved

reople.



She gave it as her personal view,besed on all she had sesen that Mr, Jgsiah
and Mr, Stanhope, the Presidential Secretary, were both more concerned gbout
the need to comfort and reasssure the bereaved people than about the problems
of state and power. And so, vhile Mr. Josish was out among the people, Mr.
Stanhope was keeping things under control at the Palace. Then she instructsd
that what followed was to be set in a box and dictated: "I am with the
Presidential Secretary at the moment and he is trying to rsach Mr. Josiah to

get at least one Ministeriel authorisation so that the Palace gates could be
thrown open and the vast army of molurners now Qutside be let in to wview the
body of their fallen President, With thisg®ad &l view soldiers have been
called in to mount guard to keep the cywlg in order when-the great gates
are thrown open,"

She looked at Stanhope ang™egversd the mouthpiece: "Let it go or
cancel it? ts the only wayNu€."

"Let it go," he4gaid Nfaint sug.estion of bitterness in his voice.

She uncoverd@swthe méuthpiece. "And Mslcolm, get the switchboard to try
and .locate J,Shah“ahd get his to call Stanhope, heh?" Then she completed T

dictating of “hegr gtory.

As she finighed Stanhope took the telephone out of her hand, began to
dial, then changed his mind, He put it down and pickad up the other,
internasl phone, "“Send Simpson here, please,"

The smooth young blagk diplomat appesred in a very short while.

Stanhope said "I've been trying to get hold of Mr. Jgsiah,Andy. I need his
permigsion to open the gates and let the peo-le view the 01ld Man's body .
Didn't want to do it this way hut must; so get on to the redio station and
ask them to ask him to get in touch w:ith the Palace.”

"So that's it," the young men murmured . "Right away, sirl"

They waited for asbout then minutes with the radio turned on and then the

cail to the Minister came over the sir.
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Seven minutes later the Minister himself phoned.

Stanhope picked up the phone and recognised the cold, flat,
impersdnal rasp of Josiah's voice,

"Mr. Secretary? Josiah here. What is this radio call all about?"

Martha saw the tic-like jumping twitch at the side of Stanhope's
left eye. God how he hates Josiah!

"Mr, Minsiter; I'm so glad to reach you at last.”

"You are?" the man at the other end was mocking him. "Why?"

"It's gbout the crowds outside the Palace..."

"Yes?"

"We'll have to open the Palace gapeg gpfl let them in..."

"Have to?"

"You know what I mean..."

"No, I don't, Mr. Sgcretayy."

Stanhope took & hold@ oW himself and suppressed his detestation of
the man., He spoke verygfapidly.

"Mr, Migidgter, W 've been trying to reach you for the last hour or
so. I néededhSome Ministerial authorisation for my proposal that we
throw oMgn phe Palace gates to the peo;le outside. You know how the
crowds arz frowing. If we don't do this thers is no telling vhalt might

hapren..."

"Are you afraid, Mr. Secretary?"

"No, sir. When I took my oath of office I promised at gll times to
protect and further the best interests of my country."

"Allright; but why can't you get your authorisation from my
colleagues who are now with you."

"They have just left, and I have been trying to reaci you for over

an hour,sir,"
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Mthat are you trying to say?"

"I'm g public servant,m

"Come on, speak manl"

"It was apparent over en hour ago that nothing had been done,
nothing would be done, no decision taken., I knew decisions had to be
taken that lay outside the range of my authority so I instructed one of

my officers to try and locate you..."

"The name of that officer?”

"Andrew Simpson,"

"I see. Did you know young Simpson i _eme of my supjorters?’

"Nol" Stanhope was startled and off-guard.

"No, you didn't," thevoice at Bhe other end rasped. "And you still
say you asked him to reach m=2W

"I tell you I d4idin

"Allright, I kn& you'Pe an honest man, Now wiat's the point of all
his? Vhat do yot Wwant from me?"

John StanhopeShesitated for a long time, and Martha Lee felt the
terrible unhappiness in the man,

"ell W2

"I think you should come to the Pzlace,sir. I think you should
broadcast from here details of our period of national mourning. And I
think you should announce that as soon as there is enough lizht the
Palace gastes would be opened to all mourners, If you authorise me to I
can arrange things so that you can make your broadcast the moment you
arrive here..."

"] see." The cold voice sounded preoccupisd. "Are you offering me

an aliisnce?"
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"No, sir. I'm a public servent and it is my duty to do everything
to further orderly and legal govermment for my country. I think of all
the elected Ministers you are the most likely to bring about an orderly
and peaceful transition from one leadership to another..."

"And this is the basis for this call to me?"

"Yeg, sir,"

This time it was %he man at the other end who was silent for a long
time., Stanhope put his hand over the mouthpiece, looked up sombrely at
Martha Lee and said: "He's checking it over for flaws. And this is wvhat
I've tried to avoid all these hours! Oh Go&@Y To think of the island in
his hands, and I must help put it therd!y

.

"There. is no other way," Martilg Lee snapped, suppressing the
compassion sh= felt for this unhaggj man,

At last Josiah spolke“at the” other end.

"And you, John Sganhope: you ask nothing of me? Not even the securiy
of your job2"

"nothing ‘ether than that you uphold the constitution and the rule
of law,!

" T understand the soldiers have taken over the Palace?"

"T called them in when T decided on the course of action which has
led to this conversation,"

"On whose authority?"

"T gambled on yours."

"For the sake of the country?"

"For the sske of the country."

"hat if I refused your plan? You'd be in real trouble."

"T know,"

"But it was for the sake of the country."
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As you say, sir M
"Allright, Stanhop=! Msake your arrangements. IT'll taks me about
half an hour to get over to the Palace."
"One last point, Mr, Minister. I have Miss Martha Lee of The Voice

of the Island in the next room. May I tell her of this? And how much?"

"They don't like me...but let that be., Give her as much as we are
likely to givs out on radio and television. Any, the Lee woman's about
the most independent writer they have, not in the pockets of the margin-
gatherers. Still, we shall see what we shall see." He hung up abruptly.

Stanhope walked across the L-ghaped roem like & man who had suddenly
teken a very heavy burden on his back. Atethe little bar he pour=d
himself a stiff whisky and dashed it with soda. He looked at Martha
Lee over the rim of his glass and/she knew we was saying a silent prayes.

"When is he coming?", sf&nasked.

"He's on his way."

"Then I'd better g@¢ And I'g belter stay awey for a while. He's no
fool, John, s@watch%ourself. And, John...Its just possible that he
cares as much “about the country as you do..."

John, Stanhope looked steadily at Martha Lee but said nothing.

Martha Lee went out, down his private stairs, past the Presidential
Secretaryts office, down the broad stairway where the soldiers stood on
guard, and out of the front door. Waiting press colieagues pounced on
her and she passed on the news that Josiah was on his way.

Upstairs, John Stanhope was on the phone setting in motion the chain

of events. Young Simpson stood at this elbow.
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Martha Lee hovered on the outskirts of the vast crowds until Josiah
arpeared. Recognition came quickly because he was in a small open
convertible, She thought he locked very small and very incongruous
standing up in that flashy little sports car. But the milling mass saw
nothing odd about him. Those who saw him first shouted his name, informing
each other that he had come., Others took it up, making it louder and
louder, giving it shape and order and rhythm, Soon over a hundred thousand

voices were chanting in‘unison: Jo-si-ah,.Jo-si-ah..Jo-si-ah!{ steady and
insistent as drumbeats.

And then ths little car stopped and thesneat slender little brown man,
looking black in the bright light, got outk ®“He raised both arms above his
head, palms forward as one halting a fleod. The people imm=diately in
front of him parted, making a naerrow‘human lane for him to pass through.
Raising his head and squaridg his shoulders, he walked down the lane
toward the Palace gate. AsWNhé went forward the lane closed behind him,
and soon Martha could sea&'no sign of the presence of Josiah. But the sound
of him was all\sbout, rumbling after him, as thunder follows the flash of
lightning.

Su ithigl done, Martha Lee told herself. And if you ask these people
tomorrow or the next day or next week or next month or next year just how
Josiah came to inherit the 01ld Man's mantle, and who gave it to him, they
will not be able to tell you. If you ask them what made them roar out his
neme, they will look at you blankly and shake their heads. And yet they
know what they are doing. &nd that is the awful pity of it, that they know
what they are doing even though they will plead ignorance now and

tomorrow and next year,
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Abruptly, she turned her back on the roaring crowds and walked away
fasl, as one flees from some frightening scene. When the crowds and
their noises were far behind, when she entered a quiet and not very well
1it narrow street, she transferred a small gun from the bag slung scross
her shoulder to the righthand pocket of her jackst. She kept her fingers
curled about the gun as she walked briskly through one narrow street after
another,

There were lights in all the houses she passad. It seemed ihat all the
world had stayed awske through the long hours of this night, that no one
had gone to sleep, that everyone was waiting anxiously, with fear and
uncertainty for companion. At last she tusned Anto the main road which was
the shopping centre of this usper supumban”secction of Mosesville, Hsre
everything was brightly lit. Dreds/shobs, jewellery shops, showrooms with
the latest car models from gdd, Hhe world, shops filled with imported
furniture, imported foodstuffigy all consum=d vast quantities of high
priced electric current®ofshow off their wares to best advantage.

She crossed ke broad, tree-lined highway  to the gas-station where
she had lefit her\car. Bescause there had been,recently,a numbér of well-

planned robberies at filling stations the two night attendants had locked
themselves in., It fook her nearly five minutes to weke them. She phoned
the paper and Malcolm, the night man, told her the editor had left word
that she should contact him at the Piess Union Centre.

When she left the gas—station the first dawn streaks were coming up
in the east. And because for her this was always the loneliest period to
be awake in in any twenty-four hour cycle, shegave in, briefly, to a mood

of depression and wished desgperately that Joel Sterning were with her now.
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Maxwell Johnson was a big man, over six fest tall and massively
large without being fat; it was a juestion of bones and his were big and
heavy. He could cover a sheet of copy, eight and a half b,y eleven, by

simply putting his open hand over it, As editor of The Voice of the Island

he frequently had to spread his enormous hand over a sheet of copy to
ensure that his managing Director did not know its contents and so could
not interfere,

He 1ad come to the island as e hulking young man in hiseraly twenties,
a little over thirty years ago. He had found a2 job as & very junior sub-

o an

editor on The Voice of the Island, aware adWays of the rezentment of his

5

black and brown colleagues who knew gthdt #he” owners of ths parer would give
him preferment over them., This hadVforeed him to walk with delicate care
in the presence of his fellow worKers and to keep the representstives of
th2 owners at a distance, In) time his fellow workers had cometo accept
him as a man unwillifAg to Ukade on his own whiteness or their blackness or
the colour bias ©f\the country and of the representatives of the owners.

Then there had been that wonderful day when all visible barriers had
come tumbling down. The working press, men andwomen, had organised a
country foedfTor him at a little seaside village fiity-odd miles from the
ca?ital, and there while they abe and drank prodigiously, and wnile talk
Elowed with a freedom znd intimacy peculiar to the igland, he had
surrendered his heart and mind and he had become zs commited to the island
as the most patriotic of its native sons and daughters. There, too, on
hat same night, on that sandy beach, he had become aware of Myra, a
towering amazon all of six feet and strappingly feminine withal.

A1l the racial strains found on the island secemed to have met and

mingled in Myra, and the result was not african, not European, not Asian;
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and though all these had gone into the making of her, the Myra that
ewsrged was a woman totally freed of all trace of colour identification.
Andwihen they had lain together on a quiet corner of the beach, and the
only sound was the soft and lazy lap-.apping of the sea. it was as though
hehad lain with a woman a thwusand years hence in tiem, as though in
making love to this woman hs had been translated out of the twentieth
century with its race and colour obsessions to a century and a humanity
freed of this particular madness. And then he had maevelled at the
physical strength of this woman and at the sweeping intensity of her
passion. In the past, with other women,ﬁe ad had to be carsful in ca
he hurt:; with this one he had met hl

Two weeks later he and Myra h 2d and for five years they, and
their frisnds, had been dazzled hv intensity of the passions that
bound their minds and bodd t was & spur and under it he founded and
became the first precidf:&he Press Union and was the moving spirit in
raising thes moneyqthat into the building of the Press Union Centre.
He mastermind axx«:e that ended the era of low wages and forthe first
time in ti d's history members of the working press earned enough
to feed and c¢lothe and house their families properly. By then the
representatives of the owners in particular, and the business community
in general, had decided that the presence of Maxwell Johnson on the island
vas not in the national intersst. The paver suspended him and there had
been a great agitation for him to be deported. But in one of his
unpredictable interventions President Joshua had invited a deputation
from the working press to come and talk to him,and after he had heard the
deputation he went on radio and telsvision and delivered an emotional,

semi-coherent broadcast threatening to psrsonally lead a street battle
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in support of the working press if its just demands for a living wage
and betler working conditions were not met; and he and his entire
government would resign rather than be a party to expeliing someone from
the island who stood up for the rights of the workers. The day after the
President's broadcast the employers recognised the Press Union as the
bargaining agent for the working press and after one brief meeting they
egreed to all the Union's demands; and Maxwell Sohnson was rétinstated.

After that the members of ths workin%bress sav President Joshua as
the great champion of press freedom and when he invited the Press Unicn
to become affiliated to his party the majopdty over-ruled Max Johnson's
half-hearted opposition and did so._ Thtg)when, a ysar later, the
Pregident ordsred the expulsion of fhewesidsnt correspondent of an

international news ggency, the Bregs|®nion protested, but very mildly end
with a hint of apology for\dbifhg “so.

It was while Mam JohnSeil was worrying and arguing about this matter
with the Union's, 8xecuti¥e comrittee that he received the call from the
hospital, and\he \¢ool clinical voice at the other snd told him that
they were very worry but Mrs. Myra Johnson had just died in childbirth.

MaxwedldJohnson had put down the receiver calmly and said, "That was
the hospital. I must go to Myra...About the other businezs; it doesn't
really matter. Do as you please."

He had left them to do w atever they wished. And nothing had really

mattered since, only the baby girl who was born when Myra died...
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When Martha Lee arrivzd at th: Bentre Max Johnson haa already
worked his way through half a bottle of rum. Tneonlj [fect was to slow
him up a little, to meke him more deliberate in word and movement, also
to make him a little less withdrawn than normally.

She walked through the large members's lounge and the smell of stale
tobacco and unwashed liquor glasses was oppressive., She opened two windows
to let in the clean early morning air.

"That you,Martha?" Max boomed from the office behind the bar.

"Yes! Comingi"

"Well hurry up! And bring a cupl®
She gnsed utter misery behind t;m %ords, 50 she went quickly

into the littls office. There was of coffee baside the rum on the
1little table under the window; Lhe coffse as a chaser. The office
7 open all its windows, and he was

smelled fresh because he
standing at the wind th%o ened in the direction of the Palace, staring

\/ )
he¥ went on where the great crowds were. He did not

out as though to \;
. heFent to the little table, poured coffee into her

turn as she e
cup and add enerous dash of rum,
"Hel lack girl,"
"Hello, Max."
"Stanhope find Josigh?"
"Yes,"
ﬁSO evarything was as simple as that. Withfiraw and weit for the call.®
"You said it would be like that, Max."

"ot that Stanhope would deliver power into his hands.”
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"What differencefdoes it make?"
"That's what you people don't understand!t He was impatient now.
"He was willing to walt for a call, I think he was prepared to accept a
c.early defined mandate with that call, You pesople are so full of fsar
and hatred of JOsiah that you don't sven try to understand him. And so

&

you've given hima blank cheque. I warn you, black girl, he's going to
use itln

He refilled his glass and poured some more coffee.

"Nothing could have held him back," Martha said.

"He would have listened to the will ofsbhe people, if such existed.
But we've made’a mockery of it. Onlythg ORdeMan understood Jysiah, and
so only the 0ld Man, could use him, Why @ you think the 0ld Man kept him
on? He was the only one who trigd fomburk the 01ld Man's orders..."

"Iven he needed at ldagdt™en® man against whom to test his old
cunning, " Martha ciut 4dn,

"Yes; and the®e wasWglso the 0ld Man's compulsive need to destroy any
spirit of indeﬁéﬁd?@cé in these immefliately around him. How he enjoyed
that! But WgalN®s onlypart of it. The 01d Man recognised‘ something in
Josiah tha% b€ himsell lacked; Josiah believes, -has faith in,the people
of the island., The 01d Man envied Jgsiah this; he wanted to have the sams
kind of faith; but you cannot have faith in puppets and he had manipulated
his puppets for so long that no matter how much he wished and tried to, he
could not regard them as adult and meture and responsible human bhesings.

1so knew they could have been more

(4]

He knew them for what they were. He

than just vuppets and he stopped short at this point of knowledge.
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To go on would have meant acknowledging his own responsibility i{or their
being turned into puppets.”

"Even if you are right, Max,who could have given him a mandate?"

Max tossed down the remains of hig drink and poursd yet another.

"His fellow members of the Cabinet could have; that's ons: the
parliament could have; that's two: a powerful lobby such as those
merchant princes and other friends of yours whom he calls margin -
gatherers coul® have; that's three: and thz people could have; that's
four, I think he would have accepted it sven from the margin-gatherers
if their price was not tco high. But the id the Cabinet, and the
coloured middle-class, which is whoze ‘:gsznhocp stands, were rendered
unable to think by panic. Was it & 11lin. in of the military tuat

undid Tohn?" ‘<;:;Z>¥
"Yes."

0
"We ride the ti@black girl. That is a directive. I'm

mecting the dire s la¥er and I'm going to lay it on th~ lins.

-

gs me with some of their hacks but you and I will see

ez its duty. It is just possible that he might breathe

"You really think so?" She was eagar.

"I promise nothing!" he snapped suddenly. "I'm no bloody prophetl’
Why the hell d'you people always look to others for comfort and
assurance! Lock inward, man®

"Tts you who need to look inwerd, Max," she sald quietly.
He turned to her then, a crocked smile on his face. He raised his
glass — nThe king is deed; long live the king; and Tod help the island.”

nand you don't give a damn,do youl"™ She was angry nov.

"My name is not Joel Sterning," he snapped.
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"That is cheap,"she said, "cheaper than I thought you capablz of
being."
"Yes..." He did not care.
"Yes." There was a racial tinge to her angsr. "So cheap Myra
would have bzen ashamsd."
She had reached him and the measure of his rage frightened her.

His sallow puffy face turned bletchy red., His mouth became a twisted

snarl. His two neck muscles stood out like rope pulled taut. His eyes

threatened to burst out of their sockets. A violent spasm shock his

massive body. 6
«ssHe's going to hit me... ’\@

He did not; instead, with%&lean effort he brought body and
d B0r

mind under control; he reac the bottle of rum, half filled his

turbler and turned his’&\ her and stercd out of the window, es he
had dcne when she Wtcred the office.

After a 1 ile she segid "I8m sorry, Max." She reached up and
lightly | e of the broad shouvlders.

tojhell, "™ he said, but softly now, elmost gently.

She left him and walked out through the members lounge, now
cleared of its depressing stale smell, down the dark stairs and out
into the deserted street and the fresh morning air. The street was
empty except for a roliceman on duty turniﬁg the super-markst corner,
The policeman saw her and walked briskly towards her, curious and
suspicious as his duty required him to be. She got into her car and
waited for him,

"Morning, Miss. May I ask what you're doing out sgo early?"

The Cormissicner's latest courtesy campaign had borne fruit here.

She decided to meet courtesy with ccurtesy.
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"Morning constable. I've been having = drink with my boss.

He's in there." GChe indicated the entrance to the Centre with her head
while she brought out her press card from her bsg.

"Mr. Johnson in there now?" The policemsn scunded doubtful.

"You can go up and check, but I warn you he's in a foul temper.®

A drink with her boss at nearly five in the morning was a little
far-fetched but he knew Mr, Maxwell Johnson's car and the women's was
perked immediately in front of it. More likely she's been giving him
& piece of tzill No law against that if they do it in privecy.
vouldn't mind & rieee of it hine=171 %

T_ e women read hie thoughts =% %‘Qﬁ, T I did it would be

none of your business but I did '*‘e} ep with Mr. Johnson so wash the

filth out of your mindin

He looked at the pt@'r and recognigad the woman's name.
v%

This one could meke of trouvble fer him.

"I had no \thoughts, Mise Lee."

®@pble. May I go now?"

reWurned the press card, sterped back and touched his nat.

We ¥ do it, che thought bitterly as she drove off. ¥e all pull
class and rosition on them. Ve alqundermine the concept of the law s
above class and position; then we blame the pclice for geing along and
protecting themselves, and we blame the mass of the [eo;lg the so-
called *little people';, for recognising thet lav and ite rervente
orerete & dertle csterderd, one for us and one for them. And we blame
and cordern ther for hovimg ne feith in the rule of law and for seeing
the police ac their enemies, If I had in fact becn an amonymous working
girl, csught after a fling with the boss, especially one without a
car, I would have had to appease him in the way he wanted or else

risk being arr>sted.
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In the half hour's drive between the Press Centre and her home

Martha Lee watched and heard her world come awake. First, the massed
clouds, black and churning with turbulent fury in the west, were assaulted
by the light rays from the east, and fled further westward; and fleeing
they changed their massed nature and colour, became gentle snowy mountains
in the sky, changed again and were just white clouds set in a repidly
clearing sky, Then the still hidden sunrays brought colour into the sky
and into the earth. The trees, hedges, bushes ceased to be darker shadovs
of the dark and nature's green, the green of tree and grass, emergad once
more as the most dominant colcur in the land. Then the shepes of the
mounteins cleared, and there were mists da“their holliows and clouds on
their highest peaks. And then peoplgy Same éut from the mansions and homes
and hovels where they had teken ghghtér during the night, They walked now,
in ones and twos and thregs g %heir places of work, subdued, not saying
much, most of them bone wearygbPecause the shadow of the death of their
President had made slee® dMmpossible during the night just gone.

Instead of going.to work, many dressed in mourning and made for
the Presideptigl Palace to swell the vastvthrongs who had already begun the
slow pro®@gssion to look their last on the dead President. Among them the
ladies of the voluntary services had set up emergency kitchens, as they
did in times of trouble, such as vhen a hurricane strikes.

It was just before six when Martha Lee entered her small house
which was tucked far back from the road on a piece of rising land. She
checked through the pile of messsge slips beside the telephone; there was
no vord from Joel. ©She went into her bedroom, stripped, then toock a hot
shower and crawled naked into Bed. She locked at the clock. It was

exactly eleven minutes past six and the sun was just rising.
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Clara Sterning looked and felt refreshed; the fears and
uncerteinties of the night before were still there, but muted, subdued by
the new sense of invigoration that flowed through her body. 0dd that she
should have forgotten this aspect of lovemaking with Joel, this wonderful
after—glow that hed always coursed through her for several heurs of the
following day; there had bzen one glorious spell when it had persisted for
a whole series of days and nights, and both she and Joel had been in &
heady daze with it. But that was long ago, so long ago that she had,until
now, forgotten ell about that aftefglow....And even this will die because
at the moment of climax last night she had% aware of a spiritual with-

holding on his part. He could not with y part of the physical side.

L 4
Onceftarted they wvent all the way tﬁ\, 5 but he had not given in,

nothing had changed, and for Jog lways had to be a renewal of

comritment or else it tur d: he was one of gthose men who made sex

L 2

spiritual,
Her sony Mnuel, gzid "The cresm please" o little

&

ziver it to him, mama! Are you too lazy to stretch?" This

impatiently.

vas sevendgensyear-old Jean Sterning, very grown-up and very considerate.
She had been made head girl of her school a few weeks earlier, at the
beginning of the Christmss term, and power and responsibility were still
an exciting.game.

n"Shut up youl"™ The boy's breeking voice rose to a high,girlish
pitch, He checked himself and repeated "Shut up youl" in a rumbling
masculine undertone.

"That's enouvgh," Clara said.

"Pompous cow!" the boy rumbled.

"Manny!" Clara warned.
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The girl made it plain that she was treating the boy's childishness
with thepontempt it deserved.

The morning sun streamed in through the open windows giving the
breagkfast room a bright and cheerful coziness. 'Winter' was coming and
temperatures up in the hills might drop to between 65 and seventy degrees.
This did not often happen but when it did the islanders talked about a
tsevere winter', Now the temperature was just above seventy and it was only
the profusion of glass letting in the sunlight that made this particular
room as warm as it was.

The radio had said all schools anfl govermment offices would be
closed today. The merchants had follkovédstas lead. Ingtead of their usual
comercial the 'House of So-and-So! ag a'mark of respect and mourning for
our lost leader, announced thatifitfweuld remain closed so that all its

employees would also be abileNto Bay their personal respects to our fallen
leader,

The chidd®gn finished breakfast and, first the girl, then the
boy, wandered awayw Alone, Clara went back to thinking about Joel., S&he
knew hergself,\knewr thst having her own way had become second nature;
controlling®bhis, subordinating her will to his, would be the hardest
thing in the world. And even if she did it, it may not be worth the effory;
It was the only thing that might bring him back...0h Godl I don't think
I can do it, I‘vdhad others doing the adjusting for so long...But I must.

I must, I must, Why? How the devil do you know vwhy you want only that man?

Why only he makes you feel as you are now feeling? Oh God, vhy?...There
were the children end before them what led up to their coming. This had made
him that special man in the beginning. Now there was scmethin%else as well,

there was the fear of time, of growing olqblone.
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Joel entered the breakfast room a little after half past eight.
He was dressed for going to the office; jacket, tie, everything; all of
vhich, Clara knew, was to make her know that what had happened in the
night hed changed nothing. In their younger days, before the children
were born, he had told her of his first experience and because the woman
had been older, very experienced and casual, the aftermath for him had been
a lingering sense of shame at the sordidness of sex. It had taken him a

long time to recover from this, anqbven longer to discover that it could be
beautifuvl, Perhaps he had looked as tightly wound up on that morning
after as he did now. No, nothing is ever likenthe first time; nothing,

"Good morning, Joesll" Th#radi&nca<that gloved within her came

through. "I hope you slept as wellgasWNI did...And - thank you; thank you
very much for last night."

Joel said "Goo@,merning," trying to meke it socisl and impersonal,
but failing. The way ®he lJooked at him, the wey she thanked him for last
night made it impossible to be impersonal. But why only in this. Vhy
cannot the harmony“they achieve so easily with their bodies become part of
their werds amd thoughts and dreams? Or is it that this is ell that really
matters to her? But even as he thought it he knew he was being unjust to
her. There was more to her than just sex.

She thought: He's thinking of me in terms that are tender now.

"Joel ~ I love you; I really do; how can T make you understand
that without any doubt and without any confusiont the only way I know is
through my body; that wey everything is clear and there is no ccnfusion;
please try to understand that."

She's doing it again, hetold himself; and it disturbed him
because in spite of himself he could feel a physical warmth beginning inside

him and hanew it was an involuntary response to the force she radiated.
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He said “Yes?" and used his mind to put a rein on his feeling.

I must not force things, she told herself.

"Nothing," she said quickly. "It's just that feeling got the
better of me. You may have forgotten that it has always Been like this
for me - afterwards. Will you have your coffee now? And what would you
like to eat..."

And he told her and%he fed him, And all the while he was aware
of her sitting across the table, keeping some sort of check on the physical
thing that she secemed to radiate wvhether she wanted to or not. ©dd that
he should have forgotten this part of it.

Solly arrived g little after dine, “He was flushed and excited

and more restless then usual. He had séveral copies of The Voice of the

Island., He spread a copy in frentfof¥Joel,

"Your precious John Stanhope has sold out to fosiah! It's all
there! Have you listeped tohthe radio? They haven't the same detail that
The Voice has, but it's all there! Not even a stand by anybody! And our
principal civil, servent, the man you seid represented integrity in public
life, he is %he 'one to hand the country over to Josiah on a platter!

And thanksWefyour faith in him he knows more sbout our operations and our
real attitudes than anybody else! If he were to tell Josiah how we felt
about him,,..Christ, Joel! How wrong you've beeni"

"Please shut up, Solly !" Clara snapped.

He stopped talking and prowled about the room while Clara and
Joel read Martha Lee's report of poiitical developments following the
death of the President.

At last Joel finished his reading and looked up at Solly.

"T don't think you're right about John. I don't think he's

sold outees."
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You don't! In the light of what's therel"

"There's some reason for John doing this."

"Sure there's a reason: survival, maintaining his position
and advancing himself by jumping on the bandwagon!"

"Of coursel"™ Joel sazid with sudden anger, "Everybody's for sale!l
That is the gospel according to the tribe of Isaacs! You make me sick!
Now shut up and don't do anything until I find out why John did what he
did..." He got up and went to the door, growing more angry with each stride.
He paused at the door "...And let me tell you something, Solly, the sooner
you and all the rest of your family stop holding‘everybody cheap and buyable
the greater your chances of survivall 4 The ©ld days are deadl" He jerked
the door open, and now he was shaking with aﬁger. "They died with that old
man! And so did the ugly poweryyotheld in this land!" Then he went out
and slamred the door shut.

Clara called:y"Joel!" Then she shock her head and moaned:
"Oh my Gode.."

SoMy Ypoured himself a cup of coffee.

"No meed for him to flare up like that," he protested.

"He was right," Clara said bitterly. "We do think everybody's
for sale, and it has made us ugly."

"What will he do now?" Solly asked,

"What he said. He will find out why John did what he did. And
it will not be because John is for sale, And this will be another wall
between him and me,"

She got up and went to her brother's side, She looked searchingly
into his face, "Why is it that here on the island wealth turns people

rotten? It doesn't everywhere else, you know." Then she left him,
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Joel Sterning rang Martha Lee in the early sfternoon. He had
spent the morning at his office, trying to get hold of #ohn Stanhops and
working out possible new lines of thought and approach for the Isaacs
empire in the new situation: he had failed to make contact with Stanhope,
and his thinking had been unproductive. He had lunched alone at the Club
nearest his office, the Mosesville Athletic, Because all the public
places were shut he had expected the club's dining room to be jammed,
Instead he had been the only person taking lunch, and it was only towards
the end of his meal that Maxwell Johnson had swept in. And because they
were the only two in the room Johnson hadegjoined him and ordered a beef

sandwich and a double shot of rum,

"Seen Martha?" Johnsonfhaf, asked brusquely.

"No." Joel knew  Johmsen disapproved of him, had done so ever
since the start of the affaimgwith Martha.

"Since the dedthf I mean,"

"I kmew Wyouhmeant that, and I haven't seen her,"

"I "mansurprised!®

"Jugt what does that mean, Max?"

"You know bloody well what it meansi®

I'm not going to be provoked, Joel had told himself. He had
pushed a silver coin under the edge of his plate, risen and nodded stiffly
and formaelly to Max Johnson. The waiter had hurried forward with his bill
and Joel had signed it standing. The waiter had bowsd ingratiatingly and
shuffled away. Joel had moved to the door,

"Don't you need her inside information even more now than you
normally flo? It isn't just a sleep that you get from her, is it? She's a

cold fish and you've got a piece of hot stuff right at homel"
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Before he had realised what he was doing, Joel had swung on Max
and struck him a stinging blow to the side of the face. Max had risen
from his chair and Joel braced himself for uneven combat and a beating,
knowing that the type of beating he would take would depend on how soon
anybody intervened. Then Max had relaxed, slipped back into his seat, and
rumbled: "Get the hell out of here before I kill you."

And Joel had left, shaking. It had tsken him an hour to calm down.
Now, holding the telephone, waiting for Martha to answer, he was calm;
bleakly, depressingly calm,

The phone rang for a long time, dndehe wondered whether she too,
would, like John Stanhope, prove impégsiblepto get today. Then someone
answered, a stranger; and behind tha¥®, volce were other voices and the
tinkle of glass. Martha's houge wag full of psople, press people most
likely. ;

This happened #om@times on special occasions: on election day
and other days when piblic d¥inking is forbidden, or when there is some
special and urgedt Metter that heeds to be argued out freely and in privatee.
At such timeg Martha's little house became the gathering place.

Théyvoice at the other end, a woman's and vaguely familisr,
slightly slirred, demanded to know what he wanted.

"Miss Lee, please, Miss Martha Lee,"

The voice yelled "Har-thal" with a shrillness that hurt his
eardrums., There were noises as the woman put down the phone and then for a
very long time there were only the voices in the background, picked up
by the open telephone receiver that everybody seemed to have forgotten.

That woman's forgotten me; and if I hang up now no one might
notice that the receiver is off and I may not be able to reach Martha for

the rest of the day. Only way then would be to go round to her place.
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"Yes? Martha Lee here." She had to repeat it before he realised
she was at ths other end., The background noises had grown unusually loud.

"Joel!" he said, raising his voice.

"Plegse hold on," she said.

Théf'as the sound of tg; radio is switched off, the background
noises were instantly gone. He knew she had unplugged the phone and would
now be carrying it to the privacy and silence of her bedroom. He waited,
not concerned now about time passing. There was a faint sliding noise
then her voice was with him, cool and clear and in a very quiet room now,.

"Hello, Joel."

"How are you?"

"pA 1little drained, You?"

"So-so. I had a run-@ §ifh your boss,"

"So I heard.”

"How?" he wlg startled.

"He phoned) and told me. Said he provoked you and you puncihed him
in the face, riglflhere in the dining room of your club."

"Don't “supvose he told you we were the only two there?"

Mo, . .but he swore he didn't lay hands on you."

"He didn't. That's partly why I'm calling you now."

He said he expected you would, Joel; and he asked me to give you
a message. He said to tell you he could have been wrong, and his not hittin g
you was because of that, not because he was afraid of anything the Isaacs
could do. Is this important to you?"

n Very' i
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"He said it might be and I'm glad it is."

"He accused me of using you; implying I didn't really care.

"Do you have to go over it with me?"

"No; but it set up self-doubt. T have received special
information from you; my association with you is an advantage to the firm,"

"T missed you last night," she said as though she had not heard
what he had just said.

"I would like to come over," he said.

"You've heard the racket here," she said, "We won't be able to
talk,"

"I need you," he said relugtaffityy, trying to make it casual and
unimportant.

"Have you the time togptallelme to the villege? I'd like to see
my child,"

"'{Jh_en? "

"As soQnWas yowWecan., I want to be bac%barly so the soconer tha
better. I can ZOWgR myself - but -,"

"M1lrive you," he said. "But I must get hold of John first,
to find oulgbmething., I've tried all morning without success."

"If itts what you think it is," she said quietly, "then I can
tell you; but I know you'd much rather not get it from me."

"Not after what Max said,."

"He knows he was wrong...John Stanhope had no choice but to tzake
this line of action. T was with him and I literglly forced it on him

because ..." And she explained crisply and clearly why Stanhope had to

call in Josiah.,
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When she had finished he said: "Thank you. Give me half an hour."
He waited for her to say something but she was silent for so long that he
said: "Martha! Are you there?n

"Yes, Joel, What is it?"

"What do you mean?"

"Why are you beside yourself with rage? Vhat is it?"

It is as simple as that, he thought: you reach out and fsel the
things T do not say. Aloud, he asked: "Wouldn't time dull even this, Martha?"

"It wouldn't have with Max and Myra." He felt her remoteness now.

"And for us?"

"You know it would." %
L 4
The cool clinical analyst, h \@: and there was & tinge of

wry admiration to the thought. SX% up to things as no one else I know.

He hasn't answe Martha thought at the other end of the
L 4
line, Perhaps he do=zsn't wax s he has a tendency to mentelly veer away
the
from/painful or thegqunpl t, and so he is always reaching after an

impossible sta ofy) beauty and purity and happiness. And although you
know it is f self-deception, it is also a form of beauty, which is

what makes§, you/warm towards this man.

"You haven't answered me," she said.

"Solly thought John had scld out to Josiah."

"0f course," she said, making him feel guilty for the Isazcs
clan.

"In half an hour then," he said, withdrawn and remote.

"™Make it an hour," she said.

"An hour then," he said and waited for her to hang up.
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The sun was behind them zs the car began to climb into the
hills; there was a certain wateriness to it that pressged the coming of
chillier_times, The promise was that Christmas this year would be
uvnusually cold for the islend. To the right of them, and further up, the
slopes of the higher mountains had a purplish sheen that made you think of
tenderness. And, of course, as a backdrop to all this thére was the sea,
placid és always, beautiful and clear with its constantly changing colours —
the deepest blue to green to a breath-taking acquamarine to a subtle
combination of the entire spectrum as a. rainbow shaft rises vertically and
unexpectedly bacause there is no reason forW and with a hint of latent
menace, of tempestuous violence and me, '*@urbulance held in check.

They had been silen &he best part of an hour, almost
from the moment they had startte climb into the hills. Martha sat
huddled up in the corner shs g the sights and smells about her.

From time to time Joel Bgok his eyes off the twisting, winding road and

o
locked quickly at \ace. lie was oblivious of his presence; for her

now, the or was the fact of the physical earth about her and her
comﬁunion
Once, in the early days, he had tried to share this with her,
to become gz part of this strong bond between.the woman and the land,

He had sensed a connection as reszl, as physical, as that between a mother
and her newly born child before the umbilical cord is cut; he had reached
out and touched her, hoping to share and understand, hoving she would let
him in, She had turned unseesing eyes on him and shsken him off as one

might wipe away a strand of hair frem the eyes. After that he had never

tried to folliow her into the private world of her relationship with the lam
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It had hurt in the beginning; it hurt less now because he knew what a
source of strength this comrunion with the earth was to her. This and the
child were the two most private things in her life, the only things she
refused to talk about or share with anybody.

Joel thought: Perhaps, one day...But he knew the futility of
the thought even as it passed through his mind.

At last the climb of the road grew less steep, levelled off
to a stretch of flat land, To the left, now, they could see the town
sprawling out on the plain, a thousand feet and more beiow. Overhead, five

of the huge carrion birds of the island cix% with grace and powar,

Their presence suggested the carcase 4 mg dead creature nearby. Then the
climb began again, more steeply,

Joel slowed down &Qubnt the car to a halt as near the
edge of the narrow road a%\ le; but still anything passing would have

difficulty. The land Va road fell awasy steeply, a sheer drop of

\ land above rose equally steeply.

tha®zot out and walked away along the edge of the road,

three hundred fee

%

aiways wihin Qnches of the drop. Joel 1it a cigarette and became aware of
the silence. When he had finished the cigarette Martha was out of sight
around the curve of the road. He started the car and drove slowly after
her, He picked her up a quarter of a mile further on. She had walked very
fast and was slightly winded. After thet he drove as fast as the road
q. allow=d slowing only when he had to pass through the three villsges that were
on the way to where they were going. And so, still without speech, they
came at lzst to a broéd, gently rolling hill, A cluster of low houses,
classrooms, workshops, dormitories, all washed with white lime, nestled

on the brow of the hill, They drove through a gate wbove vhich was a

. "
wooden sign that said: "Welcome to Sweetsmter Childrens' Village.
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The sun, now, had got far to the West, just above the rim « f the rolling
hilig,

An elderly woman - one for whom the physiwval things had been
rendered unimportant by time - waited for thém at the door of the small
administrative buildir, She was tall and bony, with a wiry strength that
came from the earth; end dressed in tough peasant's shirt and trousers she
could easily be misteken for = men: her arms, shoulders, neck, stance, the
parched and wegthered gkin, had zll been hardened and disciplined and
trimmed down to serve a will for which time had reduced life to one simple
and clearcut reaslity. Sweetwater Children@llwe was gll this woman's
life, o

If you were percep &nd you looked closzly the bone
structure of thie woman might% frou to think that once there was grest

beauty here, And if you’& er name and her family history you would

distant days when men owned man, her farily,

zssive pisce of the island and vast numbers of

ast $f her line on the island, end that just es she had trimmed
down mind and body to serve a single idea, so she had, with the same
deliberation, ched all weslth and property. Thefle.nd on which the Childrens'
Villegse stood was the last of that propsrty, ehd she had long sgo vested
n this in a trust to perpetuate the village.
Shertepped forwerd as Martha Lee got out of the car. They
shock hands. Joel csme around the front of the car and grested the womsn.

he pacst at this same spot, so they knew each

P

They had met msny times in
other. And since the woman wags not interested in what went on down in

Mosesville, thare was little to sey.
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"She's on her way," the women said. "I expect you'll want
to go and meet her®

Martha nodded and sbruptly walked away from them, swinging
eround the corner of the building and walking élong a footpath that climbed
slantingiy, to the childrens' dormitories & half a mile avay .

To Joel the woman said: "Miss Lee is disturbed today. BPut of
course her business..."

"Yes," Joel sa2id and thought that psrhaps the dsy will come
vhen this woman would not even bother to use words. He had noticed that she
rerely ussd all the words needed to comple%xy thought. She gave you a

clue and you joined her in completingbtl@ught in silence,

"Would you like to.. &\

Joel nodded end K d her into the cool office. She went
to her desk and he went %o rindow that gave a view of the direction
Martha had teaken.,

& death of the 0ld Man wesn't earth shattering. And

from here on fi into the heart of the island it would be the same.
?erhaps ot so inconsequentiel as to this woman in this room, but
certainly an event charged with the personal intensity that it had for
the people of the city and those who live in the foothills immedistely
about the city. Big news of course,.besause the President ig the President.
But for all too many of the people of the islend's hinterland what went on
in Mogesville was foreign news. What happened there, who was born and who
died, who was in powar and who had lost, did not materially affect their
livee because the fruit of the progress the city folk talked sbout all the
time passed them by. Independence had ncot ‘c:'cs1olt/runm,nig vater or electric
light or more food or more and better homes or schools: it had been around

for a long time and it had changed nothing and so it was as it was before

it had come: Just one more word used by politiciashs who only visited the

villages in the hills when they wanted votes...
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"I see you,too, are disturbed..."

"Yeg," JToel said.

He could see Martha now; she was near the cluster of trees
where the slope of the lend ceased about two-thirds of the way to the
childrens' dormitories,

Martha Lee came to a halt as she saw the two children. They
came slowly from behind the nesrest of the dormitories, & boy and a girl.
The boy tossed his limbe this way end that, twisted his body with each
step, as you would expect to see a puppet move under the control of a

drunken puppet master, or one who is amus distortion, His arms and

legs end all his body wesre terribly Lﬁ\r@s head seemed enormous.
Martha braced herseéi&r he encounter...What mannsr of God

is this who mekes man in his ce? A joker?...Then she rid her mind

of 811l thought and went tl orvard.

The llw s her little girl, was as perfect in chape
and form as it i ible to be: a sturdily upright young body, nicely

filled out,

—backed, square-shouldered, and a pretty little black
doll fage cct ive, ad gentle eyes that caressed: a perfect little ten-
year-old g s led by the hand by a distorted little brown boy of the
garme age.

The two children stopped s few paces from Martha asnd waited
for her to come cloger. She noticed how firmly her little girl held the
hand of the little boy. She noticed how lovingly the little girl locked

into the distorted face of the boy,.
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She knew they were saying things to each other without words; but jyou
have to have words, or, at least, the memory of words, something ;ou once
knew and used, to be able to communicate, And this child of hers had
been born without words and without sound, and sll she knew she knew
through her eyes only.
The little boy turned his head from the little zirl and
locked up at Martha. He used his mind end 211 his will to instruct his
lips to assumelshape, andthen he slurred out three words as a single,

connected, animal growl: "heresheis," Then @ raiscd the little girl's

hand and placed it firmly into Marth%;s en he turned and left them,

tossoing his limbs ss he went., g\

Martha waited unti ittle boy had disappeared, tossing

and twisting behind the Xz% the dormitory buildings, then she
turned and led the gi téah‘ a cluster of cedar trees, The trees were

fully grown and itﬁt for them to be cut down, sliced into board,

and stored awvg ey were properly dried and cured before being gold

to the lumb s« At current prices the trees would earn enough to
t a year's food and deink and clothing for the one hundred
and fifty-odd maimed and twicted, deaf and dumb, helpless and broken
ciiildren of this special Village.

Insidz the cool office the woman locked up from her paperwork
and stared with curious detachment at Joel Sterning's back.

"Are they together nowé"

"Yes," Joel said without turning his head. "They've just
gone omong the trees and I've lost sight of them."

"The boy?"

"He went back a while ago."

The woma# locked at the small clock on her desk and noted

down the exact time on e tiny desk pad; then she returned to her paperwork.
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Sterning had once tried to find out what had driven this last surviving
daughter of what had once been the island's most powerful and aristocratic
family to divest herself of her wealth and then found this home for the
most helpless of all the island's children,

She had laughed at him, the only time he had heard her laugh.

And she had said more than she had said either before or since that time,

and he had known her for all of five years now, almost from the first day

that he had started the affair with Martha. The woman had said then:

"For none of the reasons you might imagine, Mr, Sterning. I have no sense
of guilt about the history of my family; I%ot feel I owe anybody any-
thing; it has nothing to do with my ﬁ instinets; I'm notA sublimating

anything; I don't believe in a ter this world and so I'm not
working my peassage anywhere, %s@ute gimply because there is a need
for it, Once one of my ax?\ 2 — one of the slave-owning ones - was

convinced that the onw

phere of festeri \'sconten‘b was by breaking a father and a son, who were

o stamp out an' ugly and destructive atmos-

the ringleas he rack. He did it and the atmosphere changed overnight
-The father had been his playmate and the son as dear to him as his own son.
Because of this speclal relationship both had been tzught to read and

write and both had access to the current emancipation literature, If jyou
vigit the archives down in Mosesville you will find an account of this in
my ancestor's own handwriting and you will read of the heartache it gave

him, But it needed to be done and he did it. In the same way there is &

need for Sweetwater Childrens'! Village.

He tmrned now and looked at the woman: she was completely

immersed in the panerwork that needed to be done.
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He thought: whatever elsz they did, these people assumed responsibility
for their actions. They paid the price of power. We, today*s so-called
merchant princes, want the power without paying for it. The question is:
Will history allow it?

Martha and the child walked deseper in among the trees till they
came to a log that had become smooth from constant use. The log was set
against the base of one of the tallest cedars and the ground about it was
bare of all other vegetation, so the long line of marching red ants, each
large enough to give the impression of a distinct personality, stood out
sherply., Martha and the child stepped carefully over the line of marching
ants and sst on the log, still holding hends.

ees When had it begun, this apchorage in holding hands? As far as
she could remember it began vwhen theN child was three and that terrible day
when the meid didn't do anythimgin the house because the child clung to
her and the maid had realiséd, thet she had suddenly become very powerful and
21ed made demands...Now, hodding a human hend was security...
| Margha ¥aised her free hand and touched the child's hair,
feeling its wirywkirkiness. This child's father had been all black all the
way and imgjher his blackness had completely swamped the Chinese streak
Martha had brought to the creation of the little girl, He hed had his fun
and he had gone on, explaining to Martha, half defiantly, half appealingly,
that he had to be free; telling her, and because of higs fantastic charm
convineing her for the moment, that all the repressed cravings after freedom

of all the unfree Negroes had reached a point of culmination in his

by

strikingly handsome black person. So he had to take what he wanted and
go on., And Martha knew that somewhere in the world at this moment, in

Furope or the Americas, he was taking what he wanted and he would, after the
¢ - 2

teking, drift on to other takings.
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And he was the kind who would get everything except the very last bit.

Right at the end of the line he would be alone, probably sick and starving
and with novhere to shelter, deserted by his charm, and no weman to hold his
hand. There would be a desperate loneliness to his dying. And it would be

a long way from home,

The child looked up from the ants. Martha smiled and szid, out
aloud: "I was thinking of your father."

It seemed to her that the child understood and, without words,
asked: Where is he?

* T don't know here he is," Mazihe murmured, running a hand over
the child's hair, feeling its texture g¥tIwe€r long fingers. "But I know
he's allright. He will always be allpight until the very end. And then,
right at the end, in thd mopent, Of total defeat, his black pride will see
him through. His only real Peulyp, my dear, is that he turned his back on the
island; he refused fo have $Eith in its people and that mekes him a party
to all that has gon® wigng here, That is the only thing I will not forgive
him... |

But)what of you, my little black one$¥ I know they feed you well
and I know you have love gbout you. But does a deaf-mute little girl laugh?
And what causes laughter? Does she ecry? And what causes tears? I want to
wrap my arms shout you, my little black one; but that wise old woman says it
would disturb you, and she KNovwS ..o "

The long shadows were darkening the cool office so much the
woman had to stop her paperwork. She peered at the little desk clock, then
leaned back in her chair and closed her eyes for three minutes. Joel
Sterning secemed petrified at the window. Thought, for the momesnt, was
suspended and a great tranquility was inside and about hiﬁ. When the three

minutes were up the woman rose from her desk.
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"'ime," she sgid, and went towards the door.

Joel followed -her out and waited while she locked up the office.
The sun was nearly down and darkness was over the land., A sharp wind from
the north made the evening chilly.

The woman said "'Night," and marched awey round the side of the
building, following the path Martha had taken earlier, Joel got into the car
and waited, still enveloped in the tranquility of the place.

The child was the first to see the woman coming and a little
spasm in the little hand that was buried in Martha's communicated this new
information, They rose from the log, stepp%xefully over the line of
still-marching ants, and walked towar® yoman, Martha felt the tug of
excitement in the child's hand, T"g‘gsm n had now become more pivotal to
the world of her child then she¢he: £ wasSe.essYou dontt really nsed me |

ahy more, my little black’@ I ceased coming tomorrow it would not

really make any differehce you; you've crossed over into another world

&. It is I who need you NOW...

it aloud: "It is I who now need yoi, my little black

and so you are st

one." Ang thefg was pain, physical in its sharpness, because the child

could not hear the words.

They met the woman on the footpath and this time there was no
need for the ritual of the transfer of the little hand. The child freed her
hand from her mother's grip and herself placed it in the woman's hand...
Doesn't need me, Martha thought.

"tNight,Miss Lee," the woman said, and the usually impersonzl
voice now betrayed an undsrcurrent of compassion.

Martha wetched the woman and the girl till thsy disappeared
behind the nearest building, Then she turned and walked briskly to where

Joel ’w'aited.
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All the way back to the city Joel was aware of the suppressed
unhappiness that was like a cloud over Martha, Usually, and he had
witnessed it often enough, this woman rode her miseries like a cruel horseman
bent on showing a frisky horse who is master. Grief, she had once said -
it waékhen Mex Johnson's Myra had died - grief is a private thing. A private
thing which is something you share with no-one.

They were half way through the last of the three villages when
she suddenly ordered him to stop., He brought the car to a screeching halt.

"Back to that little rumshop," she saikd. |

He reversed the short distance he village square. The shop,
one half of which was a general storegse@ everything from bread to salt

fish to zinc sheets and nails and ce }was the economic and social and

political centre of the village iquor selling helf was divided into
two. One part was called 4§l joint', the other the 'drinking saloon',
The beer joint was ¢ ed wi%h young men and a great deal of noise came

from it.Four olde

Nal with the eteling of the earth on them ani

carrying cutlgss re quietly shering a flask of white rum in the drinking

ha led the way to ﬁhere the older men were. There was a
brief 1ull in the conversation from the beer joint while the young men
examined the strangers speculatively, then the noisy talk started up again,
self-consciously loudsr than bafore,

The old men moved closer together to makes room at the bar for the
strangsrs. A short, round man with a little moustache and a very greasy
yellowish brown skin came from the store part, a gentle, friendly smile on
his face, There was an odd mixture of speculation and ingratiation in the

ebttitude of the man behind the bar,
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The others, the four who had just returned from a day's work in their
small holdings, waited, witidrawn, silent, emotionally non-committal.
Martha smiled at the man behind the bar and said "Gentlemen!™
The msn behind the bar moved slightly and now his back seemed
straighter, The smile seemed, without any visible change of expression,
to be wholly friendly now, and without any hint of fawning sbout it.
"Mum and sir," the man rumbled in a deep gra&elly voice.
Martha named her favourite rum., The four relaxed, roturned to
their quiet talk and drink, accepbing the newcomers as strangers but
islanders and therefore not too strange. T‘éi:,rman pourpd two measures.
"And yourself," Joel sa.ia\ e barman poured a third.

. Martha made one long out of her drimk and washed it

dowvn with water. A woman ta& rum like that drew admiraticn from the
barmen as well as the foﬁfr@ It showed in their eyes. But Martha
knew that if their owmhywome had done this they would have dissp, rovad.
It was part of ti §§~§?bivalence that things they approved of in so-called
middle-classg, wole ere terrible when done by their own women: like tossing
down & drink wearing -lacks or showing too much of the female figure.,

oel stood back sipping his rum, concciously trying to efface
his presence; acutely awzre of Martha's emotiocnal nsed to make contact
with these neople.

"The other half?" hehsked Martha.

She nodded and ths barman messured out two more drinks.

"You join us, gentlemen?" Joel invited the four casually.

They look=d at each other, each unwilling to assume responsibil-

ity for accepting a drink from the strangers.
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In the end the barman decided it for them by shoving a new flask of white
rum towards them. Thefour made a ritual of serving themsslves then, having
accepted the drink from the strangers, they abandoned their ressrve, raised
their glasses and each in his own way murmured 'mum! and 'sir' and 'health'.
The barman helped himself from the flask of white.

"Sad t'ing," the one who looked the oldest of the four said,
delicately feeling out what seemed a safe line.

Another grunted and moved his head in a circular gesture that

could be interpreted ahy way you wish: either a nod of agresment or a

negative gesture of disagreement, %
"Death is our sure revard," an said solennly.

"Some live longer than o ;>§5" the eldest one said.

The others nodded ag :49 ¢ Playing, Joel thought, just as

we and ths other merchantg ¢ trying to feel the way of the wind

in order to go with ity
"They Jog will tzke his place,™ Martha said.

ar” too," the barman said carefully,

ay the merchants don't want him but the small people do.™

don't hear that one yet," the eldest one said very quickly,
very loudly.

i "Tha's righti{" the barman said.

4 "Yessirl" another one said,

"Not yetl" yet another said.

’ "You will hear," Martha said. "You will hear." She put down

her glass on the clean counter, looked first at the barman then at each of

the others in turn, then a broad smile cracked her face and at the same time

tears showed in her eyes. "Goodbye gentlemen," And sheleft them and went
<

into the car and waited for Joel tp pay the bill and come out to her.
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When the village was behind them Joel said: "You knew it would
be like that; that they would not commit themselves, that they would bend
with the wind," »

"I knew," she said remotely.

"Then why let it cut you up as well?"

"As well?"

"You know what I mean: as well as everything else.®

"But _1_,;‘1:. is everything for me, Joel, Do you still not understend
that? Everything is part of what you call it."

"This committment to people who not face reality? Who run
avay from everything; Who will only sgy 1@ Wey know you want them to say?
Who are always on the side of those i%} pWer?...

"Yes!" sh-e said, a ¥, with a kind of blazing anger he had

seen in her befors, ﬂThe"*' hat and more! I can make a longer list

of their faults than y c*%Eut you are not qualifisd to name that list

because you are n mmitPed to them!..Ch, God! Oh God: I'm sorry, Joel..."

true," he said sadly.

hat they were silent till they left the hills and were
back on the n., Then Martha touched his hand briefly,

"Those men up there, Joel, they are the .measure of our failure;
they are uncommitted because throughout their history every decent impulse
in them has been used as a tool to exploit them. And we, the decent people,

have failed to give them faith in themscelves and in their own dreaming.

That's our failure, Joel..."






Against his will, he begen to think. And beceuse he wes
' aware that he was unlikely te live beyend this evening his thoughte
' were very sharp, very clear, very henest, but strengely without
o mdq"ﬂo e musicien would mwgﬂ:ound so he was thinking with
' Mn‘ »gm, thus giving the lie to the nmetien that man cemnet
m  witheout the—wee—ef words, even i these words sre net ahaped
e ahu‘l: in the ma.‘"’ e wi- only ene vehicle of theught; the

; g m’t m.rhnt because the nnt nnivorn;.ly used and underst but
' atill nly ene. Or is 1t?...what 3 ﬂn.,y tangont to go off at ot
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Jesish sheuld come anmg Mheugd the curve of the rud any
4 < time new., Hope to Ged hc dodsn't cheese this one day to bo late.
‘ ~The light is feding &t, If he is lete by es little s five
: . minutes thoro uﬁ# net be enough light %o do what hes h be done.
1 ‘ ~ What has te be ﬁh’ﬁ&..bv did we get te % point wharc% hes to

& ' dene :
i be w  Whese failure? Hil? ‘Ours?
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The men lnkod up 8t the sky, gullging Bew-much light still
p g,qlinod, nmi hew leng it would remeim—for. And then, incensequéntie.
. @ ploture jumped into his mind's eye end he was leeking inte =2
ik d¢hen ,and at the straicht back of a leng thin weman Whe cnlled te
M.l 'The eniens are hron' and ell his senses were fillod ‘with
, l ﬁt strong smell of muu browning im ceconut oil. The eniens are
.‘; \rm !!1' eyes ﬁhod ever snd & pewerful nuulgia for life took
3 Mld of him, He ‘used the beck of his hand te rub the hint of wetness
' o ﬂ‘ﬂ his eyes. Then he lesned over the ritlo ‘and leoked dewn at the
‘,rnl ﬂﬂu‘h its . tolucopic sights. M&orything fell inte place
b m uﬂ) and a won wes & men because ho wes @ oruturo with chelice,
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‘he could only open the safe/mmxapeeifirxspExst
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-ONE..

Johﬁ Stenhope stoed jusﬁ inside the doer of the long Cobinet.
roem wstohing the two senler clerks prepere the leng %tsble for the g
first neeting of the Cebinet since the death of the President.
Outeide the dsy was clesr and still, The soothing green of tfees
could be seen from the large open windews that toek up most ef
three of the wealls of the Crbinet hKoom, ﬁxxnkngﬂ:MRXthﬂ The great
milling mess of people had gone, 'nd gﬂ Lr& the soldiers and the
police, nnd wllvwn& quiet | 2bout the Bﬁa ice gnd its anvirons)

13 ¥oses Joshus hed finelly been put:int@ the esrth the day befcre,)
efter ‘being on view for three ngs, first at the quacs and then )
in the grest erthedral, mhd'fﬁf fhree daya'nepfly one=-third of the
three million peeple &£ ﬁbe;islsnd hod’ filed pest the Oldvmgn's. "
coffin, Now he Way deeﬂ in the gﬂound and the lend was turning Lj
once more to coning w1th the Pf”&i*s of the living, And those who
had worked, clcseq% with the deed old man, the senior ¥inisters of
his &o*e Oﬂ#, the membevs of his Cmbinet were meeting without
him for the first time this mcrnin&.

Stenhope crossed the room, from the decr to the farthest wall,

only one who had the combinntion of that safe, One of the things

" this morning's meeting would decide was which other persen would

elso hnve the combigation, 2Although Stenheope had the combination

to the sete thet housed all the key Cabhinét popers. He was now the f

when instructed toc do so by the A

PR G ED LA RS PO T W) e
President es Ixecutive Herd of State or else by the collective will
thaxSxbizmtixixxahomtxizxeitigrerreizexxnenxiaxinzizkixtaxiaxna

of the binet in the sbasence of the President. He starod leng at
tge srall dinl of tLe big -steel box. Opening 1t would teke¢ him

/
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egeinst others,.
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between fiffeanﬂseeonds end half a ﬁinﬂte. And inside this box 19
ware pmpers it would be best for nene of those men %o sce; there

would . especially
Were papers if/mxght be/dengérous fer Albe“t Jcsich to see, It

wWEE part of the 0Old Men's terribleLCQPriciousness that these repedi

‘ were not destroyed, were there to be used 23 weapons of destruction

N

He turned sway abruptly from the sefe,-stﬁ}fed his hends ddep

inthis trouserpockets rnd weni tc ene of the long open windews,

The sun hed not yet reaehed gll of *ﬁé“aprawling lowns and en the
ground immau19uely below the wﬁnGQW'ﬂhe morning dew bt ll geve the
gress The ﬁppeﬁranec of & frelh,fnew-rorn,uampness. A long time 880
when he wes & boy on the fau¢ly fern deep in the heert of the islani
he hed elwayb mrrvelled &t the fresh dampnea the! seemed @ part
of ell new-born grea%grgs. He hed wondered whether it wes so with
new=bhorn %umans'toa, and so he hed been very sngry ond upset when
the ‘ would net ;11@w hix 1n¥u his motherts room *e see whether the
beby b¢0ﬁ£ez tuev h?d promised him, end who took so long coéming,
would hrve Lﬁat seme look, , , '

One of the clerks behind him coughed ertificially to attract
9tﬁentign¢; B0y Ol ;

"Finished?" He @id noj turn to look,

" Yessiv," |

"Allright, The windews ihen," B

He hnd’switchad on the Plrccnditionlng £s soon as he had
entered the room 80 it would be frekh ?nd cool when the windows
ara’snut. The rule thst the Cobinet slways meetikz in a sound-
proof sealed=0ff roem was ona of the few‘leégcieé.going‘baqi to
the eoloniml‘dgya‘that the bld ¥an hed kept up,.Behind‘him %the

A
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- elerks finished shutting ell the other windows, then one of them

ceme %o the window whgra he stebd, ' Be left the spet and Went te -tk

d@of, waiting while the plerk shuﬁ the lrst windew, Both clerksv'

_then joined himﬁvt the‘&oorJCﬁd all three men thén leeked carefully

_elder then he WES«

about the room, checking to see thet every detell was @s it should
be, R

/

We've been dolng thlg an | ewful iong time, Sis Phopa thought: tﬁ
thﬂee of us' the ssme\*hree. ‘ : : _ ’
ks though pieking up his thoughffgenghe uan on his left, the
elder who wes in his esrly sixt#@ég?ﬁﬁfmured: "Won't be the same

without him," . : ):_5. ]

'@“e younger one who va in his fifties turned apecﬁ}ative eyes
on Stenlhiope: "It will aewer be the sémé sgein, He mede 1t seer the
seme for All of ° he tweat" }ears I'vc been ot the Prlsce, That'é
whet going tc nmhe it h"rd 'to- meet 1he chszge. |

"All 0! lifﬁ is chenge," otanhcpe seld, feeling oddly paternal

!
'tﬁN&f@S thosq men the youngest of whom wes &t least fifteen years

ey : - /

"He made us forget that," the younger ome insis! ed,

v 50 W

Stﬁﬁhope shrugged/slightly - there wes kherdly sany physical

wovement; it wes more gesture of the mind pushing swey & mood.

“Everything's resdy,” he seid biiskly. | b
it
The two preciéded him througn the door, then he locked/snzxdamr

cwrefuily, pushed the key into his gocket and welked down the

passege to his offiee end ubb neise of the raat of the Pr331a§ntia

~r

Off¢ce staff ot werk. ,
They would be herb w"*hin the next h lf en hcur, sll ten of

them, anﬁ-then the next phasa would begin, wkatevcx it was.

=%
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He found Andrew Simpsecn in his office, listening to the private
Rimp i / ‘
telephone that hod no listed number end to which only e -handful of

o /

people had sccess,
"Justi a minute," Simpsen szid, ond pleced -the pelm of a lerge

black hand,with boautifully tepering fingers, over the mouthpliece.

Ae looked sideways a1 Stanhope. "Mr, Joel Sterning on the line,‘sir.
ﬁgﬁts to know if yom could dine with them tcnight.?'

Stenhope nodded and took the receiver from Sinpson,
"Tello, Joels Yes, 1'd love to;;;.Yes....Seven_tb’rty; fine.g..

I'm expecting my Minieters eny tiwnolnow...,.All of “nemeseeNO. e
, y , : ;
Can't tell you enything now,.foiNrights...Tonight then,"
. { A ] ] A
He hung up snd was sydfen¥y acutely, ' disturbingly, awere of
the pressunce of Andrew Simpdon, He tried %o sheke off/tRexmxnzexmf
oppressgive, sense of@nesde, \
/dxukurharex but i pemsitited, would not leave him. Stupid, he teld

hiwself: I inew %his, boy; I know him well and I trust him, I ougzht
‘ e . 3
to. He's boglhngith me five years snd I've taught him everything he
; ' . , . ’ - 2 snzll volce
knows, Iiep, Shadowlike, almost not there, he hesrd/from deep inside

hims 3ut do you really know him? You didn't know he wes & supporter

of Jdozsiah %ill Joaiesh told you; so wiaat else don't you xmow until |

you are told?

~

He looked quickly at young 3Jimpson's face and felt ashamed of

/

his foollish fencies v
"A suggestion, sir," Simpson murmured.

”Ies,'ﬁndy?”

"Don'+% misunderstend mé...."
"I aontt."

"Well, Sir,‘Mr; Jozieh has deilared epenly his view that the
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i nercantile cémmunity‘af this ialand exerc1sesxnu g power and. :xi |
f%i, ”‘:},~i;an in&luenoe out of all proporﬁiog to, ﬁhe dontribution it mmnaa;,..f
‘;;'“ i ek ~‘"Ye¢ . wtsnhope &unmuréd. “&he Minister of Natlonnl dﬁidﬂnbe
) has. m«de no‘secreﬁ of the ffct thnt thrt is wuﬁt he thlnhs.a$o°""
h‘  i  ,;"‘ "He' nrm 9140 mqﬁe gublld his viaw tantﬂfar tne good of tne
" >“'§ ke ‘society we need to brln ;nto plny 8 new pnttern of power relatlona
[Y?-?:-i’vz in wnlch mcre vplue end importence end honour will be nccorded thoae

iy Tt people wna ccntribute uore Yo the ﬂrouuctive wealth of tne nption

i "Allrlsht AnGy. So whn s ’tﬂe{";é,om °t°nh0PB Wy aettin”

‘”iul k'P’1 ' ﬂ little 1mpptient riG Joung Sin

‘Ihe pomt, \su’, is thnt‘& ght not be w::.se to be too \c.Loae.e.;F
.t

f_;f My identified mith the masv prdﬁ&
‘ii ool . | } '"I 388 " ‘ | ” e , | A ,i“ : .“ ; b

\ ‘ : { By g y
¢ “Don t misundefg\ggﬂ>me, &ir. I'm looking 9t prncticsl renlitle
il _':-"‘ffIf things &5 1}

nereantlie frmliﬁ'in the lnnd.‘*-

they look like going soume snrt o? showdqyn with

unity seema inevitnble.‘

! f 1

overnnent’s nenior civil servant shpulu not. hwva any

I R LA tne rerc"nt

frel,tlons wnth any menber of tue rerenntile eommuniﬁy. Is thrt it,~,

;‘/ ",Andy°” i ok A B i e MR D B R
: "Thﬁt'a not wnnt I'n oaying A i 1 '.j,-,’Ji}mj, 
T .Y "Then whet sre you spying?" TR TN 8 R A
A ( g ] Ml
W

‘ "Ehat.ur. Jogi gh ‘- sand perhapa others - right‘misunderstpnd."?

|

"And thlnk tnrt I*m relnjin@ uovernment &ecrets to tae mercanti

i : A ¥ ¢ ()
ioommunity?" e "\ : A N AR b A v
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A . utanhope waited knOWing thrt hio mounting snger waa4unrepuonabg
SRR

tnat tha boy wvs onlx dplng what he nad taughf hin to we Whicn g
\to axamine realisticplly pnd diapnssionbtbly the politiepl poasibill

i

1n every givan new altuntion.,w




e s BN s s = s
sl 4 & b o i ‘_
\ 162 o : , #
“I wes th:.nking of your interests, bii’." ; 'f""r ot ,\ 

Yaung Simnson wos atiffly fqrmpl now, remote ﬂna withdr@wn._f/

And I've nurt him; t@nhope thought. He &oes whnt\I te*ch him

= i I

[;7v} i ﬁa, gpd he doea it for me and'I hﬁrt him, ',, t'~';
B o o i Bp spoke mildly, tryin& 0 undo L N “ﬁy relsti@nahip

el s : ¢

B v thh.Joel Sterning is peraonal, Andy. He's my friend; he' been

i

;( my £ iend fof mDnJ JePrS. You Anow that, boy., :
; Young Sinpson wont to the door openéd it then hesitsted nnd y

Kl

loased tha at ‘.Btpnhope.L \ ; \’v" s ! |

=) A G

”Allright,“ stnnhope urge&ﬂge<zgi, sinking-intOFRis\chhif;

‘ 3 & nc«rpy lt, Eoy. i if “ K\ i ‘ ' i s ; o

'f . The thought mas a fLaa{} 1ghtninw 8Cross youﬁb Slmpbon' 2
) Inent. '

, Amizrd. God, 1 like thi.w Ao i
%f "Tou told we,

@ : B4 8 servant, espaci;

ﬁ i or persqnal’" ere

l‘p e "Dig I

rﬁﬁ

"Th?nA ;ou, Andy." o X

iﬁYes,

‘But now the young nen woulq nct ﬂccept his diamissal.l" }; «
"You'll think about it, won t you, sir?"

g"I'll thinx'rbout it, Andy. And you, I suppose you agree with

X f
- 5 2 - {

Josieh ébout e N o B T : =
‘,\I"I do, air. And about 10w ef othez‘things." He hesitnted 3
then added "I thinh he'll be VerJ éood for Whe eountryg sir. Ly L

And you - Anow IAhové my dcubto, Stﬂnhape tala himaeif es the

$ i

lf;yaung menm wifhdrew.r ‘; : —", ; 4w¢ n,-/;f' ‘;: Mt ‘
The first ﬁxnixxxxX$nxxxxixn af the arrivala was the‘Ninister
; Eug D GRS (ol s ’ '_‘ B T G
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vto see., Hig n«ir wps “out i‘\

 Young hed cr

}'f?fst'steppedwthe\H@neurabke‘nnlph Smith, tall{nnd.tninfnnd bleci |

of Youth enG commhnity Affcirs. He wed-'n smpll Lany sixtjbfive,
M

jand tne colour of n\piece of mahoganj tnht hrd been ;eft out in

the bpan, to the mereies of sun, rein end w1nd for ss many yenru. ¥
boyish :

... He hﬂd 8 trim/litt;e f&gure nna r‘hevd Pad fpce too big fé} it.

‘His dress wes youthful in tna ex'rpne, Wﬁrt the Joung people of the

I 2 & g &S
islrnd descrlbea 8s 'sharp': dio trouderﬁ were scoveplpe tight mith

{

reZOL gharp ererses: hie high-heeled pointed shoes hod ¢vr&e puckleb

end tneré wes @ cbnfiict bf shine petween mettlie end levther; his

¥
Jrcket hed no colier or inpelb @ ioisa,ed ever/ curve of the

upper’ pprt of his Yody; he wore Ao 7 silk ghirt and o spottad

bright

bow tie\ enornoua CUfflinno &%:ZZ» ed his mcnogr"n for =il ‘the world
.:.tyle pepulr v smong the/ young \

men whé were the it mnd"@hionmraers' mxxmtmﬁmﬂm

I ~

Rixhxkﬁxixnxg In kee}h‘ﬁywith his dress, anQ_tne fect tart Ber

\liwas the,minigter en onuible for youth, tne Honouzrble Hichnrd

35
cultivntea e very boyish end bouncy menner. "nd

| hadFsuatﬁ 'ne' it for so- long thpt it wes now ﬁsrt of his personellt;

i (

AAny cutsider oomin@ into the 1blnnu wnd neeting the minibter for‘

‘the first time wes usueLLy snocked by the btriﬁing contrpst betweea

the youhtful v0ya, figure ‘end dress ﬂnd the terrible old men's

/
¢

g-frce of tue miniater ef Youpn end Conmunity A:f*irs. ro tne people
)

\

f tae island, howvvnr, tnis wns now the Minister wes: for him to

heve been enjthinq else wculu hnve been snoching.

7 \

~Aé‘¥oﬁng got out of ‘his car, t&o others drove up. Cut of the

‘pnd ﬂbn&esdribt' the only iember of tpé'cﬁbinat w&d hnd ‘been en
;crdlnrry werﬁing men befcre the lete £resiuent hﬂd deciaed to nnﬁe

fhin 8 politlowl fﬂéure nd M}niuter of Lpbeur Re&pfions. He wea
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modeat, unmsswning ﬂnd he was regarded ﬂq tne best pnrtj nan 1n i
the pnrty.‘The lote Preuident hed once demhwred from 8 public ‘f“
plétform thot Relph Smd th «nd ‘the - word 'feithrun,ness' *wefe one ena
 ?2@-f i) thg srme thlngf From that asy on ;ﬁ hpd beeorie. cus tok td sWerr by
Ko lph Smith.,ﬁnd becruse he wes. compietely without azbition even *hn

;i:w-f & his Oebinet collee"ues hrg hplped build him up ns the perfect pﬁrty

- | o b |

V“'i)- i) mnn.A‘~.i hod ‘ A " it Figidie ¢ :
lQ }~ e '; (, From tne e behind Smlth'a crne K.D:’?ouera, uinibter of  '{
“”f“'G Y :ﬁrmorka, “ostb snd iqlegrpphs, 8 Vvery b‘Eé,heﬁvily built light brown i
; Lf,l‘ le men ona/t? ot on ‘& lnrbe SO”le (% of legendﬂ h"u it thﬂt the}
;z e L L) Iﬂinlster of Wemns hrd ncencu%&x

/

e i e Powerb hlI‘ belf h@.L’JEu. t&
g

nfevery erge town on the‘lmlsnu.

T \b ol

x e
note the le"end of whlch he Wﬁ#
Wvgw i inordinntelg proud. He

e and dTPU& nenv1ly ond nn 1i£eu to
Wi 3 t P ! Y
Lﬁf,l ¥ " ve surreunded by bié‘\g}prs end hrra drlnher&.~ In,alagust wa
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RS

C‘DéveIOﬁuent, and Mra, ‘Mobel Anqeraon, the lHinister @f Health,'.f,

}

Houginw/ uduCPtlon and velf rre, snd the bnly wom‘h in the cobinet.

-nnu fln &lv, 1ike nfcarefully dtﬁwe-crnaLed aiterthought,;nlbert

y R\

Jcai n,aiivpeu with uramatic unobtrudivenees inmc the room. Evewy~
boug turned %o hiﬁ eng- for o few aeconds thg alender dara brown ¢

LR RN 00 Aondescript A e iy 510
figure in e worn/o;d suit uorinated all else» i fw A

7 4

We seemed Qt once amsll and frail pnd léng. He weu abouf

o

five feet’ aeven, uionaer "ong with 1ang tapering fingers, 10ng legs Q
nd 8, long.baay éll ucaled down. Ihe scﬁ¢ed aoun impression ended
rt the neé* =5 tge-lpng} Jin fnoe seemed mnaa fer » men et least

,/ TNt X 5 % ; } 3 «.ﬂ ]r : ‘1

A | 1o | A y e o . P 5y iy et



T Aats £ 113 B
’ N the very brlrnee end. 8] uetry of che zest of tne bo:
six feet tell; and so/the fice seenéf ai sproportlonﬂtely lorge and
alig htly ludierous. But tae sense cf xhn 1nconwru1ty Irsted only .
until you Looked into Lhe eyes, r,tnei CLOJL sely Trr Brck in thsir
mOOdetS, refleeting ne thought, no mooa, no.faelinb ‘ Mg beé;uge
mgn'is’n gfogrrioua nnimﬁlshn ade /80 by nrture, he is ula%uybed'anu.
apprenensive when he encounters one of hl, ;e;lJm» wno i oubside
tne nﬂturnl pnttprn. This now weg the mood: of his ;e¢low Mlnis:era
ns tnef looked % Alberts JOJ;‘h &1nlgtew of Bntionel Guidﬂnce.

‘ - ' ) { : )
He seid: "Gentlemen.. . i\ ﬁ;ﬁ) ' ' '
i ’ = )

;I"Ah, Josirh!" Freeweys booh You heve rn vcceuht;ng to meke

to the Cabinet, It s0 h%ppengzﬁ§ 1t turmed out eliright, but b1l

ceesle eon't just ret unildteldlly, you KTOWs v e ™

"I'm not rwere t& J're in the O binet oom," Josish said

\

éar&iesély, 25 one uspes awey p‘angllxirritétion+

e KoMy ] 8

) 1’\g&pp}ed through tae others, they hrd forgotten

w\

the steirs.’.” : 'S '_ AN

"Iuat a minute, K. E..? F:eewnyarswuﬁ§'sbbut snd atrode-frrwﬁrd
until he wos neerest tne atnirs.‘"Qur departed leﬁaer alweys R
ibted on the right foxn Pnu or&er of 5enlor1tj.v.

“Ana on our shiftlng our tnild'" Uoweru on"ppea, but :2339 vo<

(
Freeways decided not to heer and d$9rtea tn@ procesuion up the

steirs, The  others fell into plpee‘benind Bin in Pccordrnce with |

the order of seniorlty the 61d Wan hnd aecreea for nx tnen,' Cnly
JOaiéh did not take nlm usual plrce benind tie &ini ter of Extbrnn

Aff’”‘il"u. kﬂ/ "W&M bg (‘(%. k?-—o-(

Qtnnhﬂﬁe unloched the door of tué 0 ‘binet Room end the yiniat‘
.' [ \
5 R N . Bl A 152 2 :‘,".' . : i |

v « » oL

\
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filed in. l‘lormally they Bung bout :m little groups of twe e

: fhree until the Dla Men strcde into the roon. Then *ney 91l stood.

f  Bk to ﬂttentioﬂ; wpiting to see which of theh be dnote to firsty The
Vane singled out for thie hnxmux ners of fovour UJupllJ got most
“if-not nll;of Whnt ne eaked for frOmféa“t Crbinet meeting;-he vn&
also fhe'enﬁy of hia lrtes. NO%,‘rd they entereu the lon room ;
., ', the shrdow of the 014 Men hung hGr'VJ over then. &nixx&ma ‘
| ' i "Not ing to. wwit fox thio-tine,“ Freenrdu M g uuuaenly.hoprse..
| ’4"1”Ke your'ueptu entlemen. . He }eowéé:rt the sedt ot the herd of

<.\ the long table, Pnd,pencils, thé?mizzb of iced mrter;hmd'be@ﬁqlridfﬂ
out., And now he sensed everybedw writing for him, He sighed

gl 11 Y / inaudibly end senk into hiseudfonnxy seat. Thd cheir ot the ‘he~d |

g -

of the Cobinet teble r§q\:Ebg-occuniad. LR IS S
"lell, gentlem;ﬁ-apie hsve 2 lot of business tc sttena to....“

.Stnnhope ¢llpped“v hend under the trble end f11c¢eu tne antch

thet strrteygg “corder tast kmpx toped every word onoxen by eVery

o

1niater‘ft‘eﬂery Cnbinet meeting. The Old mgn hed slerted tnis
:twe&ie yenrsﬁenrlier \after three Flnigters the had aacxed hﬂn gone

o ol "nbout the cﬁuntry giving distorted inforrrtion pbout wipat head- gohe

: on at Crbinet meetinés. Since then he hed tvico nxnﬂ relersed for
[T o ERNE C"bin&t meetings > -
f ity ‘puhlic bfoﬂdbwut gtatementg»rnde/hy ‘inisters he hﬂd fired end who

!

.‘had challenged his ruthorltJ. in e°Cu cr s ‘the Hlnibters hrd been
‘80 hopelessly compromioed thnt al fur ther egitntion waa pointless.»

"If you re. rctlng as chnirman," POWGrb‘uqu, "tne first tning

~
- /

we must decide....” s U | . . ! .

9 ’ )
v
I

iF "N one' s been elected to, the ch&ir'" Young snappedq
”7.' | Coe e g will remind Jou I 'm- the uenior Viniuter, ekt Freewnjg bPi

Rl T "Rend ybur constitu%ion man! It 80yL notnina obout the Aeniar w
Bele st / 4

Coi z
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oxocedurni 901nt. Cen? ﬁ we just hegﬁczzp“j v

7 ‘c:an e no mc.etlnﬁ without a % Fleaes”

-FiniuterAnu%OHpﬁicﬂllj éﬂsuming éhnirﬁhﬁshib of}Crbinet meetinga

in t“e pboenee of the Pcesiuent. Only the Vice Bresident cpn do tha

Ana since there is no Vlce reaident we Eu¢t dEleCt from emong our

nuLbers e, chrirmen of Cmbinet who w1ll #lgo rct es herd of otpte '

until tnere ﬁre new *Ledidentlpl electionn...."' \ 

1"Vﬂxg;Lody atP“teu pverhing ﬁt once' but tne won"n 8 voice
&

| fiﬁﬁllg‘ r%vﬂiledq"l'n unGer impzession thpt We heven' t‘yet e’

.\,.

aterted our 1eet1ng Pnu hx'hr. Powers is concerned qbout 2]

9
L i
"®The Conytithlon," Youné Ged, "specificelly seys there

' !

#"All I'n SUES estlmg'd%i s bellowed, "1y thpt we start by
disccntinuinw the prec

”It wes € decziiﬁp?téﬁen legelly within ghe fremework of the

of tape-recording whe't we\sey,;.."

congtitutionif‘ ‘insiéted.‘“lt ean qnly bé;discontinued”invtﬁef

\

\
1

seme way.,‘*~f." of tr?in' to ‘shout me down, eheck youm ¢ v T

-Predidenchof 'this Republice when tuey do not even know their own‘

| G i

constitution!"

"Phat is cncap Pnd unenlled~£9r," Fréeways snapped, shpkinv=

with rage. "Tne gort of thing only o petty peréon wolild spy*

i

“Gentlemen....“ Relph umlth appealed. oLl e

ﬁﬁmin tuey 2 l spolke #t the seme time; L e e

o)

””ry I vey conethlng “ Josiah seid. "kny I soy something.
i

We Ieneotod 1t, Pg”ln and eﬂﬁin, not rnlaing his voice, vn til one
by one, beginnin& witi these nesrest him his colleeguea fell f;
bilgno ond turned te look &t him, When they were 911 ailent,/ne B
gl Younb ta right in his inaistence that we-muatjdo nothing 1o

{ x 1 { I

; Yy sy :
iy - ALY J
: ‘ /iy ' o iy Lon e 21



’ Ato ?tﬂnhape. :“"-Anj '.

Th s e
A e, k3

~ tepe recordlnts...,"

- violete, tae 1etter of tne conatitutionﬁ... Soméoné bedpn to3say'

aomethin*'ao he rplse his voice slightly, 1nsibtently. "Pleasel Hea:

' me outl.. . dir, Young uﬂOHld Anow the Congtitution brovides, speclfiea

tart 1n the event of nnJ unuduﬂl emergency, where neither the

fPresident nor’. the Vice #reuldent are in o poaition to exercise

conutltutiQHQSut ority, tnat autneritJ devolves cn the Csbinét whos:

\

- members rustq collectiveLy, until o neW‘Idesident is elected, AL

: exercise power,  Fom fhe next three months, therefore, ve ps 8

grcup hnve the respon51bility and tn(;a,thoritw to run the country.
ﬁgripg,tn@t‘period we‘can, pnong dcnglves, meke our own rules £s .
to how we went to ‘shere oyt Q\ﬁ'authority. But the consiitution

requires tu&t at the end off ¢ uhree-month perlod ﬁn elected heéd

oﬁ‘stﬁte tozes Over»fffr‘abf Cﬂblnet."Joulah lqpxed acrobs the t2bl
this far, Lr, Seeretpry?ﬁ

"You arey i

x |
/ ‘

"1,/ wone i ?r. Young agreeas?" :
Je! aNLng over, rrnhope thought: quietly and' ens ily; nevfﬁ&
fdung aﬂia reluctently. “I mepn$ to mentlon thvt detail

Powers mnorted.v"rhen pernmpa we enn come to the peint of the

P

"

D

§
4

"Are you gryin& we cennot'elect en 9cting Pre31dent?" Freeway
waS, mnoughtful rnd nreoccupied‘ ja . WA : i K""

Suddenly the blsnk eyes cf Josiah hnd ‘2 messege for Stanhope,

,ana it Wwes &s clear R though the worda were apoken.,Stnﬁhope felt

chilled anu ell buu snivengd. Be ario. ; - R e 1

et e Jodl?h mesns i? thet you do: not ha%e to elect an

: acting President in ox&er«to functlon' the Gabinet has tne power fg

[0

_ to function witnout that...i' Ay T .'.‘ N e A

; Nt i ) s i ' 5 A
ATl LA A ey ol X , 3 BPCay SR

d Vist . -
W Er S R Ui
] ah UR R
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\ | Powers'ssked: "D'you meen we een rotate the cheirmefnshipof
i 2 ‘ 3 3 i ? : v g "V'
Cabinet reetings?" 7
: M

i

AV “Yea;»ip»whst is whﬁt-you wish to | do./ On  the other hnnd,\Jou

i . ean, 1if “you mluh, elect pne of Jour nurbers to rct 28 Pre31dent for

h : to ksl

b AL the next three rontﬁs sna/rssume all the nuthority and responsibili
of the Presidency.” AP LT i ", , . :

- ' : ‘ "lhlu cellnctlve bUnlnebS never works. sptisfﬂctorlly,“ Freewny
gnumbled. AT 3 \ e T

X 4 j - Young - , FEN i :

np don't like 1t!"/Znapped, and GES? hg renlised end wrs stertl
 by the,fwct“th$tfhe wes Pgreengz\b his rivel. |

|

oy would'like the- opin our Low foioersbon this point,?t
_Freewvya seidy ‘but thers hﬂ%‘ #l rir of hopelessness eﬁouf‘hiﬁ now,
though he had axrpn ALFst the Ereat: prize. ‘ »7. 'i. ; j

i ) think ml?’tMQC)u 1dee, Jogisa mulmured, looxing ahm

. b

“Wsio bhox \;wnd the trble, T

ck

et one foce n;

Freewgin, ed havself ﬁcgetner end tried to shed the nir of

hopeless "I mebn nowy right now! I qu't think 1ts gOOd for

the Shgp of atante to drlft and. tﬁls collective business would be -

. drlfting....l Propose thﬂt we summon the Senlor Law Offlcer imxnitz
immedlrtely " ¥ ks ' ; ," ) ol hf,

v
13

My | second," JOBth nuruured. . | RS

Freewejo blxn&a&, like someone ~who hnd taien P solid punch. Or
by one the otners nogded tnelr approval. utﬁnhope &ot upApndxwentr

to tne telepuone &n the colner.\ﬂe issued instruetlonb qu1c&ly-and

]

re‘tfurneu to the /ts o.Le. r'
" Powers examinea Josish's fabe‘With specule tive intensityl He

'.said: "While wu welt could we, decide on this tppe recorﬁer businesz

o~

o TverJ aocy wes bilent, ercn“ﬁeiting fcr aemeone elueto speak.

$ ~

Ni oW ) ’ : 7 } ; 2 ’ : \ ’

2
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At 1lost dosinb saia: A ( } A :
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!
"W‘“t is your prO%OaBl?"

)
|
T

“fhrt we -end 1%!" Powere aaiu violently. "I’ve alwaya hated it

O T 3 ‘"I've never minded it," Young aaid.‘"We vll ﬁcepted 1t under

fi | the 0ld liam, Any»nJ, why didn't you obaect to it then,‘h.ﬂl?"
"You know denn ‘well why! He didn't give 8 demn ebout our
opinion»; e eltner nuckled under or he threw us out. Thet's: why.

| S5 _—L@t’s not hrwtend thnt we loved At S e g ‘ } i L

s ;"I think zome of us did," Jobiﬁzagirmursd. "No man coul& do.

1

the things our lete President aid t et leest the trcit 5
‘approvrl of v‘nﬂdoritj here in 3&; blnet 88 well fb 8 majority

| =in the country.' It i3 eps lb critics to tclﬁ ebout him as' o

B iy o bull‘{_ snu‘b aiew'box;@at he is no lqngger here. e *thim: he.

it el wes whet he was be -usg\@ allowed him to be, thet, We ‘here 1n the

Crbinet énd we ﬁ~::e ountry, He wemn't e fool, In‘fact I think ~

in his wey he\ e grent men, 2 recdist who understood end used

s

;3:  humen ‘natu a if you say he loved power I'Will ask ycu'what  it

?; | 4 are we do ere? Isn t it love of pgwer that hes brought us. here?

f: i) "Then“you re a&ninst.the dcrapping of tne taping?&!xnhxtxxxxx
BL 0T e atateeey thett v | 5
;ﬁ‘ B8 GO e "well/ I'n Pg@inst it!” Young anppped. AL Y

i - "And S0 #n },” FTGGWﬂJo seid. Siddis SRS : \”ﬁ‘;)f

That's donﬁh Sthnhope thought: you' ve giVen him hlb flrgt w%n:

N 4 "I n withMr, ‘Powers," Josich spid softly.> 150 Ml
\ ‘1_ o kgein Freempysprepcted ey though he.qdu been hit, Then Freewa

rpd Young wetched their hopes frde as- ell the stners,except the '*!
a_uiniutpr of Lﬂné :@velopment, ,supported the mové to scrap the !_
tﬂpingw.i \hen 1t wﬂg\over‘stqnhope switqhed off tﬂe recordar snd
i{fff i ;‘dlamantleg the mﬂqnlne. (‘.  2 e 'if i et { *l|1,a

ALY 3 L A ol 9 i S b " . . s i f \ A Y YA {
P 5 TRl / 3, N i il / } ) ] Al A wAAT 10 VRIE.
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{f waers looked down the long tnble pnd kept ¢oo&ing tlll he
cought Josiesht's eye° than he tried to send .ailently "nd w1th the

! -beree of his” mipd, tne n@aaage thst wes botn questlon ﬂnd oromiaa..
Stnnhope interce;tea Powers' 1ook end thousat he guessed its |
sqning.‘Jozi"h Sﬂru&b&d ollﬂhtly, P fnlnt sblle fiichered briafly'

On hia 1ips, then he noaaed pnu turned rw#x cnrelesaly. PoweraA

S T

é ’ alowly‘exne¢led nll the Pir from his chest, -8 men SO&GtimOS,dO* ]

i =7 mEtYer nu*ilnb off, aomettlnw tricky. g 2o 8 i iy
He ¢eﬁned tawprds ﬁnlph amﬁt ﬂCéahe himxnnd murmuxeﬁ. b e ;

Bri uil, WO TG ‘ (
aviiga \ '“1 i &oing wlth JOml”n. SZZE senbe and 1ta aefe."f-
Py Y : i ¥ " ,‘
s » W i’hﬁ‘f ST ewan : Sﬂl"‘ tol’l b - . ~' i

A

/ 3 3% ¢

Jhim end he cen't ;o&e.\

Lir
|

"I inpw va*t they :: -oners cut 1n,‘"but the people ote wid

"Tow . uxe”“' i & ARG S o o

i

i ”Well gezulemen - and-l'm cer winly nét fornet

hal

'ﬁl,l
1)nope we doh't live to Ex re et this,"

"Iacrc hi;§ otlll beé records of Pll Cnbinet meetlnﬂs but in
: Iebel Anderson. spldy ¥
tha fo¢a of nlnutaa,/Xou rust edmit PP it wes 1nhibiting to ﬂnow
\ 4%
thnt evar; cough nnd sneeze and linguiatﬁc mlgteae you mnde was

'

i}

there on record for tne 0ld Men to mock t ﬂnd use should tne naed

TR ;,9riue‘ I'm fronnly glpd iws over!“ il . g {:  ~~, «K !
3 "y A 4 o 4 I

S "You rry be, rig*t, Fraeways murmured, hnx using,the explesai

unliLies of ais voice o &8&6 pldin hin own doubt.‘“Now, while we

\ ’ ‘

WFlty pexa000 We can locL 1n$o tne nrob;em 1 1Pised with Mr.*'

Jo»i*u\wnen we. flrst 9’?1?66 " The Biqisﬁers graw @lert and !

’/,

“nttantlve.,“[ou ﬂill nll recall tini»the events in@edietely tollow




,'but ef the nilitary, next we nﬂu Mr, JOoiPh msxing abrondcast from

- ox rebellioua‘b

LR, tre e denth of our lﬂte Eredldent. Firat, we had tne cslling j

»

the Prnaiuentlrl Pa ¢aoe to tha nftion in which he spoke with %he
authorlty.OA smeche who ned the ppwers of herd of state. In tnﬂtzi

g / J A
bronderst he ﬂutﬁorised the opéning of the Prlrce getes and ennounc

S

xhxxxxkxxgaxxix.the lylnb in stnte eand the aetﬂlls of when and hqw

the ﬁeople‘COuld vzew the body. Now,,all this hro\00u¢ch'did by
hin: el‘ nuuwwitnout *efevence to eny of hio fellow' Cnbinet collengu

{
!

L K8t s}@ppcnd‘lt =11 worked out for % best. But that 1as nc'& the.

point. me, point is tuet Ur. J @%urﬁped those pewers which he

ed with us eollectiﬁe@y; I hﬁve‘beg

,ng,not done tae n- ti@n 1 confusion 1

himself tol&-ua e wnile ago

edV1aed tnst i’ tnese tnl

,,might hove: led to Lne’s:g:>uown of civ1l order. ‘T em not sure thé1

1 egree Wltﬁ thl&.‘hg&’people .are fiat, llﬂP thrt- they Pre not lswle
t}inlnatlon. But even if thet were bO, Mr, Joaiah

sti11l hod i«vagq' $o mssume the powers he aid. row, before I
pronose & Afftne Caolnet trxas certsin action sgeinst &r. vaiah -

I ﬂﬂlna we ought to follow our usual procedure #nd discuss the

ol mntter. In frirness to kr.'Joslah let me sey now thgt,my propmsa;v

is tnpt\we strip hin of'nid 1ortfolio, exp&él him from the Crbinet

f end deprive hin of pll po¢1ticnl rights for the ' statutéry perlod

decreed by lnw on the ch“rge of gross vielrntion of the constitutio

'Whether o not tlie va O’ficers‘then institute ection of eny ainﬁ

rtrlnwt him lm out of our hends, Perhnrs th17 ig.p good time for

My, JOal”h to 1ndlcete the lines of nis defence or excuse. f'will

vy

ccnuxude by maxing 1t guite plnin thst there is nothlng persoﬁal

; mbout ny ¢Fi”iné,tﬂla rptter. I don’t pretend I hﬁve ever liked

I‘ "‘_‘

Nr. Jq;&rn 5 wiews bu% tme countrj pnd tne condtitutien are more



/ . ,‘,\_ b (\.* ‘i ; : \ ! ;
importnnt then eithsr he ‘or' T, o>, our llheﬁ nnd aislikes,®

o 1 ;

| ST o ol o Freewayb lenned brc& in hid chair ynu wpited, end all the othg
A / waited !

i C mktER ‘with hit.‘It seemed o long time before J0q1ra Bpoke, nnd when

hé did 4t Wes with a' cssuﬂl mildness thft dt'Tt;“u ni s Cabinet

b L e f: colleﬂmues. ] Bl *' | :  ( / s B
Uy U e wure you will see w1tﬂ ne if it npefer cu hrjt till you ve

‘Ji’."’ e . b l o

Pll had Jour apy. or ‘one - thin i1 would save o ;un Of Aime S #T 1

i e o b gor the complete plcture of my P;luued criwas ‘before snuwerings it
b ight mesn one anawer instu%a of mnree or six or pez h"Da even nine.

3 L Po pnotﬂer it s customrry for‘ﬁn é%:bdfa aesr fl* the chrrges,
faitionnl canrges, .So I'1l

V"W\\'l .. ho imows, tnere usy be ° numbe .
wait "n‘“ith tart he aulled | ‘ 'd'benbil towerds hiaﬁ,rnu .rite@y
hf i) \ - Before Fnyone coul 7 the telephone reng ond Strnhope Wentf
wf ‘ i ‘ tc e ¥ 4y After 2 mhil='he::5:igd out Lo‘the roonﬂ ”Ehe ucnlor Ldv

e "\ 'Cffibe?. Gallhim\&SE\\lﬁevernl uiniaters noquea B ue aPIG into

‘: | 1% - \ l. { Y4 / \ g
i | the mcuthpieeﬁa_“

g him in now".' He weited af tue door 9nd withi

2 1

half e minu Qere wns g tap‘ond e let in the lﬂn offieer.‘

N R B

Vo vmne ypeftion $he Minduters' went settled,” Strnhope weid, | |

Q /) t“ndin beélde the mnn-to—?ive 8 liLtle rerbburance; "13 wehter 1t
el ig eonstitutioquly correct to Fag . Sk Rhiey ' con ﬁlther ru¢e L;tﬁ?
; K:_Jf PW‘ collectiveiv for tne tnrﬁe anthg tefpre a Preoluent ig elacteu or | ‘
| J/*; i 'elde elee# ong of their nuwbers "to. act ti;; then s bnd !nﬁ:hif they.”
i ' a declde ta xule collectively then fthey cnn 7&onh »neusaivea/inte“nal

rules such as roteting the chnirmansaip of the  Gribinet, " V' :'y
; Y

“~

| e i 'ff, Y THa 13 the position exactly, ar..’rea¢dent1nl Searetar;," tne

b R

Bl i legad expert srid.'“tht they cwnnot a0 uurin this Qerled ds to‘
BN IR A ot ‘ ; L
gg‘ R either nmend oy prapoae anandnentg to the eonvtitution. :

il {3 i)

Ffoewayﬂ aaid-‘"Are Jou saying,tgmt it mould bb\le rl ﬂnd




ccnstltutionﬁl for us, il we went to, to teae turnb plpying at b

i ~

A

i President for e week or BoyP. Y Pl st el "*'

"There is nothlng in the constitution end nothinblin'lﬁwwto7;”
properly | ‘ e H
prevent it, it you mpke the decision/in Cr binat airt"~?

N

*This is ridiculous!" Freeweys exploued. !
B fllcker‘of fgeling 1oWed in the‘exverh'ﬁ byeg‘ "The 1bW

A \ ! " p N
4 Y

sometines 13, sir," i B RV | 'v Ko i A

o " Thenk you 2 Stnnhepe seid anu uahe tie! men but; "
’"I'm uure our ipte Prebldent ne wented the Présiéency'l

. reduced to tnia kind of joke. &ce z%:,.‘l‘or 9,«meag inﬁeedf“f ol
| I'T don't think anybbdy 51& ts 4%," U:bol Angerson, |
\ : "‘But' iv‘bs’legnlly’possg Freawayg prctcated. e o e

"Many tirings rre possib&&, Powers unia werrily,

v "espgclcllJ f? we fek Iy %o tne letter of the i8w end fon@et it
| I\i & brek to the question you l’“ibed 49

' P:ime H;ﬁi't : fcr*one el not’hqppy sbout your punitive propowﬁ

Bpir... Je

% 234 A . v | 4 “ 5 * / . ‘1
‘pgedinst v 03 eh..,." i S A
. % ' ¢ -

o r ) |

}n _ N i -"Vou hpd your say uninterquted," Powers g8 id}sq&agely, Wnow;F
O let re havc mlne, ¥e g1ll know fnere ore neeblé'wﬂb‘nre afreid, of
Odl°h anu whst e repr sents, some of t&em Ilﬂwt in %hlu roon, and

% thet tné' weulu “1like tb dlacredlt pip in the pubAic eyeé, The is

thair right, »proVided they ﬂO‘EbDut 1% in the ri@ht wev, obberVing

both the letter "nd the ﬁpirﬂt of ‘the connti ution "nd not twiating
any pﬁrt of it to ﬁerve pfivpte endb‘ I hpve no Qxe ta grind‘ I  ;§
don't owe Joaiah or the mexchants or the big frrnerq end estste :
owners anything. If I left politics tomorrow 1 won't strrva. So my
‘Af &tand 13 based noﬁ“on aervinq speci@l int§rests but the public gomd

) i ‘:= A (545"




end I beg:n by quastinning tha motives of the hﬁnoureblp Prima
: Minibter 4n trying to get rid of Mr. Jomlrh...._ ‘,‘ ‘ ”*". ey
by "I reelly must protest at thib miureﬁvesentation.a... |
““isrepresentction, ny foot! I inuis{ on. h”Viﬂ Ly ﬁwy Witnou
’nny interruptlon. Non, le ‘s 'go brca to the nlhht of tue Old an‘

 death, e 81l know what hpppened in ohis I 00 O Jix houra gtﬂnhz

B o $ried to get us t mJAe € serieg of o&mplc PﬁJ urg gon't declaions. 41

g ok

f . FV‘ g-f,,fov wix hours we “'uets c?ll n chde P @pwde - WE - funkod facing up
;; | o ‘tc the fﬁct thst the p op hzd been e -ou~upuer us enu We wert
e W scared to function w:.thou,t hi!i“.* @ecor& are tho%‘e on tppe! Then
Eﬁi-‘ z :qre there in'utanh@pe's Hemnio, ~§?nune' In Jou~s! Rl you whnt Btanl
f s to play bﬂck thrt tape .fs.oﬁt we enn *all hear no“wmh one} fumblet
gJ«l/{ /. How wé tried not to st we expeaed our sesry little tail&!?"

:—se
\

;“‘ ! “’angugge, pl ;r. Jowers," N'bal Anderaen protésted. 

oo.o‘ i{lChfrd Yoanff ‘began, 1 IR o §

4

‘"Qf canry decidad not %o usg the rec@ruer in'futuré¢ we a

!

not decig t to play bock prst redor dlngo. I* ﬂizht‘bewgslutafy;‘

{

hear ourse

j <

es egain, %o heﬂr jubt what we, uounded line, Jﬁﬁf;ﬁdwh

snell we h?d-snrunx, when We reel;aed we were on our own, witaout
T i : L e o7

our pxop....' ’

N

' ’ :
”fqnt's'neitner here nor tuare FPGCMSV' eut in decis}vely.‘

i "Buf 1t 481 1% showed us up for the toy inisters we vere. th

N

‘why we panicked when faced w1tn tue need to declde. Ia ﬁh@t why y@x
fwent to aestroy Jo;iah? neénuse he Ve tae one. who dian t prnic? 0;

A baenuse of the other 1nterests? If uO' I'm not goa,nu éi!h you. I¥v<

l

hed my moment af shame!”
i ”Eine‘rek&nric " Freeway& said, "but wnﬂt ﬁbout thﬁ facta?"
bIH ;; "qut he nemed unilataﬂally? Hb owea iﬁ,té the state. With tki




58 R v ,' v f' '
‘rest of us he took s sain o preserve tne naace, uphold the.

, conatitution, promote orderij gOVanmenﬁ and tne walfﬁre Phd 'f
- lsthllitJ of the neople. When we feiled that i h oath, he did not,
 He\too wes elected by tie people sng waen we friled %0 rlve tnem

Ebmfbrt snd guiaance,‘he dids Is thet his crime?”x

‘sfanhope‘sﬁid: MIn order for the Cﬂbinet to get tne reeora &
strﬁi ht let we repeat here vwhat I tolu ench. ﬂf P00 ¢ndiv1dun¢ly'

either by privyte teiennone of in person tne Gry efter ~,r. J0d1&h‘

i brosdcast.’You will remember our };Q
, il g

:\ l deciblon ﬁna that &r. aninh ney

3 bJ any deﬁision arrivea at

 You will plao remembe rd\I pressed you to wo e certain urger
‘ deq;siona but wWe faile Quietly he went over all the detaila
thot led up to ihe h brandcast, mepnwhile noting down vdrbatin

»

words 55 he Spoke‘them./ ‘hen he hed dune there

or views*" S g g f
) i .Richnrd Young clepred his turopt then tnoughi e tter of it.
'("Mr¢/ﬂoalah9" Freeways urid nuievlj. 2 g

3 "I have’ ncthinw to 5oy gu this noment g ﬁOul"h srid,

I‘

.~ "Nobody else?" Freeweju lOOLBd frun fnce to frce. At ;ﬂst he

' hodded. 8T 4 seemns I'm alone," He wes old And drﬁwn suﬂdenly. He ., i
o o : | 2y A

rose and held onto the table to~steﬁdy hlm elf. And now he Was

acutely a&ere, without quite nnow1nr wny, ‘thet he wes the only rhi
(
person in . the Csbinet roomn, 2 s you will exque me I 4411 retired

elsewhere to write my resignation. heanwnila you cnn ﬂecide whther
you want\to publieise the fpct‘or not ang' 9$ £ loyml eitizen I :

shall ahid& by the deelsion of the govaxnment~of my eounmry. Then,
with o slight bow, he waikedﬂaut of tne cﬂbiney Raom.;v e

A
3BT 4TS TGk N
07 Ao % e ke




Yayn%~cnlled cut frightened; "F.F.! Ybu oqn t mﬁn!“ Then

N

when th e aoorfdﬁu{ hp nihd Fraewnya ‘he Loohed from one tn thﬂ other

0 of hia;cdllengu@s«rnd grid, wonaeringly. ”I acn t bvliewe 1t! You'ww

G P R : 13 ' +
n@t uo;nm »o Let nim.u,.'v Sy A Mm" : "?- G e |
Y ¥ o \ W S firet e T 7o Mgl

a"';. : J ¢ NSRS Wk e
A “@e deciueﬂ for hinuelf,v‘Powers snﬂnped.impntiently;- ‘, Ao
& o iA ".3 ‘i

%’f&‘, Jtrnhopa ¢ocxeu doWn xhp trblp nt Josiah. He = so calm and

cfoual, eo tnougn thiu is h xoutlne meet1ng- uhe (ld‘uhn wauld hfve
| i 5

érﬁaatlsed this | &? ﬂrOf victory, uurning it into o 91833'0$ rollidki

J '

hian 1inxa‘\po tniu one 1t 19 ﬂ ‘eold eEE;mtion, eprefully, even .

pnderouuiy workea out. ‘Ynu‘wexe* ed by the exhubeyn?ce of the

M

Cld Mem " aven when ;t;naxmn he s \emg deatructnve or mdulglng .’m

hia fﬂvouri e Dﬁmtime @f brc“ierrmen qép@irﬁta. Hm 1nvestea wieke&»

-ness W¢th r*rartmin g¢g, R romPnce. , it s ,wf g
i '_’*You d?‘ove hixr @y your cowa‘x dice"‘ Young &mﬂppe&.. '_'
| [ O, oM ow kg example!" Powerd dnid¢ A N

B ‘ AR SR I ) : i

th mpnéel, ahims il SO b D et il (

N W i e o B
h”tdmdej” Josirh said quietlw.‘"&rny~deczsiona»t@\'
Relites acf\ g

kﬁzwe ﬁelecf emebodx/ﬂb cnﬂirmnn Judt fmr tais meetin@

: \
snu«work out on agenda. 4he nﬂtion'm buslness heg been Pt n standsti
. Y foys i ! ' ll 3 'F*zu

for taé lon'pl& ‘ : v | 4 s A‘ Bk _ \ At f .‘t \

v

‘ﬂathlé¢,‘tu@ a¢n1»iar uf Externpl Affairs hroae hiw 1mng ailqnp

e ”I propoae Jcaigh,ms cnpirmﬂn fcr|thiu meeting."’ﬂ“'[fd,.yk wﬁ;

EREGEN ey &

T "I ﬁavund;" whbel‘ﬁn eraon sﬂiq quic&ly. RO
ARy e (L
A vcung LoeAed no%ntadly ey Powars who starea bTO& witn mookery.
L lien f ouns iooheu Pt Snith’ﬁno*quichly ;owerea hia eyes- i _.{ﬁ.

Tl ‘.'h‘ o ‘ ' ) i i ¢ i‘: oA A .\‘"“l“.'."
“I pr0u0a@- 1Ponars, JOdiﬁh &mid., e ‘Mﬁ" i Y BN

Tde op&rwm;on.'ﬁtrﬁnop@ thaught. nothing Left to chbnce; ;gffi7
Yo R B
"I!a wm@ quqhin fyvour of hr. Joaiah;” Powbrs a¢id quicklyt,“

P 1 i e
\'§ 40T ! ’v‘\l & b i f I |-‘r»\, A R o™
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befone anyone coulu bEOOn& JOL 1ph's pfoboshl..'

"I'r for Josi hy! b Snd th w wnurad. i bl “__‘ \‘f e G < \'

- =5

One by one, in guiex cucceaﬁion, the othera cngt their vates-”

y ) Fak
fOP Jouirh. At if t onl; ¥oungs remﬂinéd. Rt MIRE:

i o uould\vote ﬁccordlng to my eonscience," Josiah murmured.

r
¢ ”

Younb pursed hio 1ips, anrugged, pnd geids "hi5ht @awwell nﬂx@

it unmnlmous. like » pood fight but wnen its Qver tne tean muat‘

it puil tosetner. it 8 " ’ ' R 'f
T caica I y ] ‘ " o

s » trnhonc Judt,cnu nt tne nﬂs~ cxer‘of disvust on Josish'
ﬁf'\, W fnee, ﬂﬁm he Vﬁo startled by it ‘hg se 1% wes anexpeeted.A Y s

N | Lhen, verj qufcxly, ve ‘iE’abkly, Josish rose, &nhhered hiSv';

f

A [y R papers -nd strode‘to'% oi the yable; C?$u9¢lg, witnout

5{7f" '  hesitrtion, he &r | igﬁg,une chpir 1n which nw one exeept the Old

Rl " Wen had breviouwsx\gé A gtartieu, antlclp&tory hush fell over"v

the room. Eve

hope half bXpected domething to nQppenu Nothing
i

did ernd toc ion slowly dlspersed. .
. |

v - 408l My cned up tne' gavel rnd tapped tne table lightly;,,

"1 now call tnis meetlng of ‘tile Cibinet to order,..aﬁ

"

fnet, & t"nnove told ulzuelf, is fow’ eesily and smoothiy,you

1

"\cliubed to ‘power if wour neme is Albert JOwiEh and your will to
power is ps l'rge o3 tne werld itself. Josleh wes still spenking.-

“.....l auggast wc sll orncel all our mppointments ﬂrd convert

tﬁls—lnﬁo pn'extrpordlnqry ebBiOD %o review policy snd tne wnrx v
Lo
of 0 inlatries from,top to bottom. The &r;ft must eove to £n bnd

o B 'hp @ountrj needs umfmct nnd expects it ”rom ua‘ Ana nroblams ﬂrwm

\
irnenqe rnu -3 6t9rt in tnehling them ia leng ovefdua....lf Jou Pgn
i

1 “An eﬁcekienc @nopossl,‘ Powors bpidm "Laa us begin the 1ong
'«ové%due %org of shmning the futuret" ‘jéf ‘ : "

A 3 W e
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B ol iy ”It was tne smoomheat thing I've ever seen," Stannope\murmured‘

8 ! of T v

é;@m? %%:W I Clﬁrﬁ uterning aat on nia left, sunk deep in her comfortnhle

f;.‘": 3 W NG

B ) ~cnnir ana very stlll 1n anirit\ On hig ight Joel oternlng genarah
e ; ] irmedintely

kTS R e mood of grept restlessness. ’And/below, and aeeminé aurprisngly

| i close, ns the sters sonetives ere on = block night, the lightu of |

the city shin&ered and twinkled, snd the hendlightsaof carS‘flpshe'
on ‘end off reminding otenhope of the loﬁb ritunl of firefiies end

i Llow-worms. They hed eaten eh exguiéi:i meel with tmo very fine wi
L] _ right

g AR A now he nursed, werping 1t wttngant of hixthe pﬂlm of hia hsnd,
\ s  Chanpagne '
) snifter of ERARXPRXUR cogn(Zbk the little tbble hetwenn his
o4

cnpir end Joel's wes = cof o d e lnr@e box of annnas. ~ .

4‘

) | JoelA said, tent@hfﬂi.: fi § don't understﬂnd ﬂbout Freewafa..o

)
N\
¥ |

him» lf, aifn't even ﬁttrck ola F.P. He 91mp1J won over the str@nve
men end everything elge fell 1nt0 plncey And he won his Len over
witnout £ word or . 3romise: e psasing of Looks, tﬁpt wos 8ll,’ It

’fwas Iixe the night 0ld Joshua died. He went Sut ond weited and

S

‘ b everytning crme to BRI S \ 7 : : oy 5

"1ts frlghteninu " Clﬂra wnisoered, more to nerself tnan tne

o | ; 4 ' i W 3

others, ' 'ﬂ_ Y | | 2y i
./’, " But why the r851gnntion?" Joel inblated \ ,:;fi ”_’; }i “
’ Ll -nola ..F. vent out on e limb alone snd vhen,no_one elﬁe-bpokec
him— thove We s nothinb 6lse to da,é_;_‘ ; ; , ‘ AL
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R ¢ ”naﬁ,'Joé, But befcre you nxnixni Juage them too hrrahly

remember I wes the one ‘who cﬂlled hin in to. make that broadcaat.

vy

"Only becpuae the others wouldn'?t do anything." KA

!

7 (

/| fAre you sure 1t would have been aifferent if they ﬁg@ Pcted”;

‘"Shﬂt do you mesn?" - U | ¢

\

\ ¢ "I'm not sure; but I have tne oddest feeling tnpt whntever w

-~ do now will;qhnnge hothing. : : A

/
* L [/

_ : "Surely we'cen influence trends,” Joel protested. “Ydu_in the
e -~ service, we in”busingssland\the»swn‘;é,n5in polities, Thot's why |
it wes such i mia“t;éke for old{a resign," L

2oF

AR But Joelﬁ the re51gnat?2:»y's mernt nothinb to the eountry
b T Look rt your f‘acts wan ! A& after the déath of the Pzesj.dent

5 the Cpbinet Leets for A‘Eirst tine end iﬁsuee L3 statenant lpte
o in the nfxernoon. %\\a’y it has . gane into extraordinﬂry sesaiop

}to meké 9“09*' n&psive rev1ew,of policy, subgests a rﬁdicelly

- new épprOf e ocountry's affalrs jie need snd that this ia whe

it is wlgpkis 'on'ﬁnder the‘é?pirnpnsnip Of'JO&iﬂh:‘ Then, nlmost
1 mg @ CFSuwl nfterthought, it spya the't the Pxime Ainidter haa
résigned end thﬁt the Cﬂbinet, seting cgllectively ‘had wccepted 4,
,'j, : hiﬂ resi;nptian bécpude it could not agree with hin thpt the» ,V¢
| Honourﬁtla Albert uoaieh, Finister of Nﬂtionnl Guicpnce, snould no
" have msde the brbnde?st to the nation on the nibht of the Presiden

Benth, na 1et re tell you one thlng, Joel'- mﬁfing F.F. 8 xxﬁigtu

>

NS resigpntion public was not Jeqinn'a idea.IHe wes: genuinely tn!iifl
indifferent'\F F% voe out of the way rnd he wented %o et on wit&
the work but dbvioualy aonething hnd to be done 80 he4ihft it to

me others aﬂd went ‘elong with their decision. And you Know aoua—‘

tning, ALy knam those men ﬁnd far the first time teday Itye ‘seen.
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/
some of them beheve like men instend of ciphers. :
i ’fzg:ndﬁ as though he's got you, too, John," CLarn said uoftly-
| : An ebstrppt, aoxriéd smile fleshed peross St&nhope's face° vl
'g public serventy ny desr Clara, end ne is effective heq"%f atate
I'm‘eithérAhis servent or I reslgn i / )
“Then resign,-dqﬁh!" Clnre laughed teasingly; o W
"It won' t make sny aifference," Stanhope bﬁld ver iously.%*Thﬁ
eountry will accept 1t 7Y enthusiasticplly as it nccented F.F.'s -

}

ésignntion.

TG

"1 was only joﬁing“" n?’ kly, touching his nand;' .A‘E

“I nnd cenaiuer"eu it s % s.Ly but it won't ua pny gools The
#

ider of mess Iesignnt1on 1 the tQp civzﬁ uervnnts ig exeitir

" After all, we'Tra sup ‘y be thé oackbone of tne stsbility ol

%he counbry, the EﬁQeﬂﬂnno of its lew ond ordarﬂ But just examine
_ the notion pe gly.snd you see ﬁow 1udicrous 1t r!ally is. You,

o
y Will moke an' opening for me at almOut oouble~zr1

fpvéurs IAdla you in the nnst and bec”uue~unuer the new dlupengnt
doing fnvours wauld be 1mpoasible. Ang ‘the other chrps in the aer*
. 'w1ll say 'Iths all very well for him to sze tnis gesture- he gﬂil
by it becnuse his moneyed frienas are tm{inb care of hin. We hnve

no moneyed friends and - we're nll of us in debt bec ause we're all

L =

vliving nay beyand our incomes‘ So....“

, ,”It mey yet cone to thnt " Joel seid aoftly. ”

)  "I wes only tensing," Clnrn insisted | :
“So mﬁere do we'yo now?“~Joe1 asxed. ) b

; *5{"1 don i &ngw," Synnhope replied "I do my Job; I hold the

service togethar é best'i can and I do evsrything in my nger to

)
._Ar'. ,‘,m“"‘_" ) 5
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: @Ow'" fui AT . ‘ 7* . " S ; : AT ' e hdy ] b '
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ﬁ; ’"You know, w& mey be Wrong ahout him,” oeeljsaid. ”H& may  7

vap a lot of good.t Y o M A e ‘ 4’ PR

PO
1

iy syx\nthy for rndicalism and the redical solutlon.

;cﬁysarvn

NI T R VR
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ey SRRCOMYE L s VIR Ao S
keep it free of politica; entanglementa ‘beyond thet I don't |

—

' §

I

*I'm sure he will. I khow he intends to. I'r worriq@ about o
o i? - L \ g
the priee. But ‘we'll hove to pay 14, Whptever it is B A

¥ ! \

et uen't mean thﬂt kind of *oed, John.

/

(AT know whﬂt yuou rean- %ut I do not sharc your sneaming e

N

j
P

\ .\*.*

‘had .

spvegely. "If you/= end I mee&ﬁ‘

saddled with Josish todey! Y the brown' skinned ellte, end the

A wave of rsge swept over Ji;éz F 5 course not!" He retorted

{3 p class - we might not be

’ 3 ;A )0 A ; Y
nbout hith your blood aconsvervatism! Don't you see it yet,

3 YRR o . A
Jolm!" - ‘\\/V " ‘ el UGG R TR "W i/
i \ m& "f

“Keep rt on," Stpnhone laughed. ”Allright.rSo VoL ﬂre

white mercentile nnd QQ’S: oh crowd heve literslly brousht Josi

how me =ny plece on enrth, your so-crlled radioal

(¢ ded;’ﬁh&ré neople who have something to conserve are
I
not conaerthive. You people hnve msde money. Is it a8 crime fbr

R
L

Stmtes

you to . wnnt to eonserve?" L iy /i et }
"Yes' If we do 1t in such 'a way as to turn the'mnsa of\the

' 1,

neople nwninst us,"

"Ybu know we're pvreed there. sl ) i : ;-ﬁ‘

"Then we ought also to agree thnt since the ness of the peopl
rrp agninst Us, the manner of our conserving, our cénservatiam,mua

‘be' to blome,” Rl G R o R

Ly &y you rre seying we arb where we sre beeruge of the féilure

".ef tha gocd people I Pgree with you. But ﬁhet doesn't make o sort‘

"\‘ :
, b : K Eoite :,‘,_"y, ".‘ f l i‘,u"}, ,‘Jr }

3 o , b el
o'l
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"Perhaps not,vaohn but it does mmse your Lrvnd of pona%g

I 7 .‘
wrong. Jb,si"h iu the proof of 4 g People .Lif.e us will Survivd s
‘Far the grest I.mtwﬁc;g eii pire it 18 # questmon of uuing our wits,
of pdjus“binr ourselves to tne new situvt:i.on enil 80 rlding witn th.'

new tide. e n.lg"lt heve to mnke .Lirvrs of ouraelvés by being force :

on whom we turned our bs‘cks yesterday, but tn#t 1 w1 dEwld pricqh 'j»'iﬁ

| %
I to ney. We will auxvive. And oecruue ‘he needs *nrt wé huve we Wil&;‘gﬁ

2 ! LSS B

7] use our wite pnd £0 on u*m.ng Loney;. o
| "You're awfully bitter, for &0 %'v

"‘fhat'u not the /point and \mcw it ﬁov‘/l “eel @bout it-

is irrelevent to the fpct

rs as he calls us, will survive

is th#t we, the m.ﬁrgin—gg
A ’ . I : v / “
becruse he ¢rn use vw‘n\ e cnn"use:him. You uescribed whnt ‘

di‘d fs an opers 1, we ere operator too. But whnt o:f

old femilies slend? Of famn.lies like ycmrs pnd whet thén.

’ ) ! 5 f, R ¢ ;
! 0 X ' " " . s
Ns e 5

syrbolise hoge"

"Lhe; e survived

o new undercmrént of 1nten.ai ty to Stanhope 5 voioe.

"The nmt is derd end you've never hm 8 Jguioh before!"&

ik R "Thrat is where you ve *’Lr zo tten youx Eux‘oner'n eeluontion, 3071
-"fhe scle velue of e Buropean educatlon “n :

stmmope cut iq qulcmly "Iu t;ant it tenchee us to sqrvivea

ce?naervetiam whic{.a ia the ‘besetting uin of thia la.nd. It y?u d o

¥



‘surfece of her mind the détails of the conflict thet ard first?’

eroded, Pna then dedtroyed, tne grent‘emotionﬂl pnd'spiritual

hﬁrnony on whieh their r"letionahip had been founaea 1n tne heginhi

He ‘geid, softly, reluctently, knowing tnnt it wouia upset Joel.

" But educatlon, Europesn or’ otherwise, ia not en end in itself anyu

more then Survivnl 19. it is either 6o a point or it beeomes

Pcintleaa 1tbelf. : A " . LT
\

¢ ~ ; AR
: ! Cleare wpde an Pudible noii‘sd in her throest ~nd rose . 4,

abruptly from her chair and %

I've touched £.PPW

owrfy frou them snd the view,

5tenhope told himself unhﬂppily.; %

"But surely John, boint is not this bropd ‘of canaervatism'

] \ g ]
~  that shuts its e es ne nenstrouy extremes of tais leng, " Jhaﬂf'

v

pointed to t tWe teble with its coffee end brendy end cigaraé?
."Tpis'coul wo lerg é fenilies up there," he weved st the hill
"for e m ‘ : e, ‘ ‘ RO e

',\')w‘

: , &
"Then give it to then'" tanhope snapped. “But for Christ smkﬁ

S, &)

don't force your Jbed censcience onto me! I hpven't a Vad conscieﬁe

only concern for the 1nnd nno its people. And than,pe felt engmyj

with himaeif for belng nugry. < \'“# _ ‘ it ,;‘_1§j

,r’

lhey.were oilent after that for a long tlme-l and beCﬂuse th&y

were frlends who cpred for ench other ahd who understoaa even eax

othsr s rﬂ’en, the bilence wew Wwithout' nwkwardness, without

~

embarrasanent. b \Mf T A {2 \

‘3_5 o ﬁfter ten minutes Clprr returned f;en nem‘ bedropm reff&%ﬁd
: 2 J’ gt




TV;; When Stanhopg/i:tt; ] 1itt¢e over 9n<hour 1rtqn, Siarniag
\aaid, with aﬁ oft—handedness he did not eel. "You're right mbuutfig

“life still goes on, pointlessly often, but it goes om," 4 c o

~living out r:.z it snd ')utting . greﬂt %l beck 1n‘t:o it, For us ‘tn‘ow ,.'A

‘notion of merv;ce is very real,;vl

+build up hetr
I do not t&

solutions"- , , ‘ e 4k _ar

Gk Kie 1eav§"f

to
there having to be # point/aurvivel‘~Jonn. But even if 'there is nei

Y

S

Stpnhone hesitwted, sexecting the 'words cr:@fglly to‘gﬁauﬁi;\;;

thet what he srid did not come out soundin aﬁﬂhir nrrogsnt or  ff°;

‘pcmpous.““Frr mere thnn tnree huhdred yeers my femily, fsmilies

like mine, hrve tried to live uaefully on tnis ialsnd; getting a "

people ere very real wiﬁhﬁg

all tueim faults nd wenxnease ’5;,nre tne neople who! ve &rown E‘U

 trees £nd mede roed end bu%i;» es nnd cren ted stability. I don't

tnnt we heve not thrown up ous: share

&

of idiots &nd nnaveq"kér' cennot a¢ceot the new diunenewtlan

seay we heve not mede rg

‘a"w

ey
g

Q) paust as uniformly ev1I ﬂnd thnt wquld 9
q st eless end
bt all the stabillsinv Iorces in the sooiety.

thst would tear
of closs g

1‘

it 1s 8 crime to belong to fn old middle—clrss | P

femily, 1 ot thinﬁ it iu A virtue to tesch the pqor to be-J_

.envious snd jealoug‘of whet pthers hévg; end to}proﬁise thet Whﬁtf;

others hrve would be trken from tham'wndfgiveh to . the poor....”s{ifJ
/ ¢ Sy “.k

"But neither is the maSBive gep e virtue,‘John," Joel cut ;n. j

" Tou hnow I rgree with you, Joel., But to promis people tha ﬁ’
' - court ;
woon for playthipg is to/znnnix; disaster. There ere no quick, eﬁsy

s

i

A S

"Isn’ t it your fpult, tha frult of your cless, thwt the ness ;;

ne 1onger bflieve in you nnd turn to him. ‘ D iy i

nltve cenceaed you xnxx.ﬁhe fgilure of the ngﬂ peoplea ‘:jipi
.nBut not thqt tney havs to pay'p prige tor it.ﬁ ' Lo  ?




“And what of the good they've dona? Ko credit for tnat?"

'"Thnt Yyou must £ 5K Josi&h./l r‘kher sussect he would an
you.were paid and pﬁid with.over-generpus interest during the

> ¥

1038 rule of old Hoses Joshua....v M A P L 1_ “3

‘j "He hinted ot Jowethinb lixe this morn}ng; Stenhope ﬁﬁfmufid&
T "Anyway, there is 8 long day ahéad even for thio vuilty, eoloure@mv
middle-clpss, ciyvil servant. If serving my ecunjry is a fonm of |

pr;ment for o crime I do not recognise, I'm willing 1o pRy. all

 over Féﬁin, gtnrtfné‘very errly tomo*

W morningl" Lninxing of /
» ik :

the work rnesd hgjlcheered him yi . Hﬂ\KiSSEd'ClﬂT? on the,ﬁu&i

S

‘cheek ., "Thnnb rou, ny dear,, foﬂ&\onderful dinner ra uaual. :I,,‘ / ;‘Qh
.enjoyed 11‘, and 1 refuse to{ uilty. a‘eout .it....-.aee you, Joel!‘

+ They stood we tehi waying:till(pig err!

out of sight down élling mquntaih icﬁd.

v b @leret beok to the house .and weited for Joelﬁ under the ;

F
1 ‘A,I.‘-\

1ight over N corway. She’hsd gone out'withoub-e wrep nnd Qhe

ichilly nizMfeir rnised goose pimples on her erms, She rubbed thaﬁ"

vigorous,' She thouuht ollnicvlly, of whot mizght be the best line
bringing :

of netiom now in nersuit of thé ehd of/Joel beo: to her amotianml}y.

ke &
L1

She &néw ,thet any hope o* ony semblpnee of hnppinesa dapended on
. 7 thet,, ha d been uronv rbout ‘one tning. She hﬂd bought the fictign

' AL ‘)‘,, ¢

v"h“ that tlLe hepla. It did no’ auch thing, Like God, it only helped

ﬁhoae ho helped themselves. She hed thouqht tiant their belng



.'.u

J\sxﬂ mq"'g

‘ ‘ts,he cther night, after she hed gcne to him lihe ) beggar%’and n’ftn;\
e o3 g

{/g ” tﬁ* by itaelf, »be knew, would never . he enough for him. But thsﬁ;
% ,@7 .Iqr the preaent, was all she hrd, the only key thot pight om th@
: w H ;"ﬁ‘&ar bacx to what hrd once been. X ‘ |

5
I ~

¥y He .cgme - to ncr slowly, hands st'u:ffed deep 1nto his pockets,
head down; snd she :t’elt his unwiw 8 to be slone with ner.
Sﬁe turned with hmI agd they entqy he houae. “Thegrest ot‘ tho'
'héusghold hpd gone to bed, e?# og}go}inston, tne butler, who na‘ﬂ

-w’eité‘d o }ook up.

-ni’i,,‘i'; ®). She snid: "It' t Jonston; we'll see to the doors tmd

W i : P
‘windows," V w v :
, g . ; A

gThe old ne

n e 8 -\ o ‘ 5y ! i
'8 q:.grtcta"p. . ‘

) » ¥

a He thgug,ht " iy taought the physteil t.nin&, we s real}y Q’V@I‘g f,
3 ,
tkg tnough‘@ wrs a zﬂx‘tmre m excitement zmd mger. And then‘hﬂ 3{

tgsougntmf *rt.ha ﬂee apd fplt Ps onlm AS only she mmie hig feql
" check
pé locned abd bolﬁed %he doﬁ's end/mx %he windowa. ,Ey tha iy



. ‘ " 136 AR Mt P »,,4}' }1
_‘.and eoncealed all the things that hvd male her the most sexgally

‘exoiting women Joel hed ever Lnown. He qlun'r ‘the cool end, calmin

~ \';-y

; thought of Martha Lee but mere wEs no .stopping the phyttaal wm'mth
}tant buiit up within him and spreead through his body, *

-y v‘

g ]’;ts pll animal, 'he told himself savegely, bitterly, but still

‘ Q pession grew wi'bhin him.‘He felt guilty about Merthe Lee though
J_nem she would forgive him if he told her ebout it. ) .‘,',.".:““

o /

’ a“ "Excuse n'es" he seid abruptly, snd walned briskly to his' rcmm%

¥

_; C.];;.ra weited celmly, She though She mew whe t i;e wes about, e
it :

weg only @& beginning, but a

»

should heve done/;flong time x
thet .

220} t‘ﬁiu wes ner only stx& Ko aapinet/ S Hexiaen hal:t‘-

: g e & L

: cha.neae' wm{m ahg helc; Q » A

®Merths Lee¥s m@ld Sterning her nistress wes still at tlio

¥ =
' peper. Lae fele‘

e oberetor at thdd aner seid she hed 1eft there
arlier, He &veﬁxp "hd put the tel"phone ’back
onits cred e thoug&t of undrebsiné, ﬁhen enang,ed his mu%' ; (

x\eturned to tﬁé l:uv:mg room Clere thought: He “has nat
3
répched he;'. Ana then she e s gatertled by the rerlisetion sthet ﬁ‘

\".

shé was prepered to pccept the foet. thet ogoel cared for thef Lee

‘#! ‘ Vsormn, had | slgpv with her snd wiill sleep with he? esgain, rnd th@‘t "
% she, ’Clara, 4411 vrﬂnted hin snd wes willing to do bettle with that
;&. 5 ’ otber \%mmﬁfor him‘ Bliefly, she was touched with e sense of !grea*
o '_‘-. L 8 S N

B ,.dgsolr-tton. Joei saw X% ner deso}atlon end 4t stirred encient

e 8 ) |
DL I‘ﬂci&‘l gnd histc{rié memorie‘s in hh‘r She looked more Jewish than

il AR ¥ ' . " ol
£in &e md ever _seen h&-. A g b A Sy

 She. said,‘wexpentadly, mﬁf ;K& "Will sou ;com_e ’o_o me tenjrghﬂ”"z
i o et |

‘He sew ﬂ@mmzﬁ.




r;lowly round the °n°r“‘°“" prlece, s Klnx‘% for tF front. rne m@én",’:“:q
1

'we;s high and verJ bright, the Biy ® clepr, cold, watery blué. xil'&e -%

gﬁhss f‘e.l.{; eribe 04 dpfin&y to his treed snd the world v«as veryl"“]
quiet, \w\lery trmquil. el : AR s . ‘lw

"Q?Q T Suddenly, he was ewsre thrt ﬁax, the greet waradaﬁ, wes .w,
ﬂen'tly prdding sliong r»t hld neeJ.s. At one 4% pee, nbout beven ,‘

4?""

',-

yenr.s bpck, the 01d lien hrd orief.x.y been intereetéd 15 breeding

Labrﬁdors. mmé hed been the first
L 3

\ﬂb o charﬂcterisuc mouent of
the puppy %0 Stanhopé, neking ent ‘show of it Now KAy wes au'l“‘
that Wﬁs .Left of that

, 014 Men of his iﬁ'tereé

R

...{ﬁ,‘ ‘ . : B, . T
W Miinister ptill &ere*, " tne ecorporsl werned, i :

L "OhJ ¥hich one?" But even azs he ﬂbxed, he knew ‘the enswa

1

"Mr.. uosiﬂh, eir. Ve G Hides :

il > &

tlm @mt pnlme hell.* Eie*amd "‘Goodnignvt“ te tne men on agty
‘t—(the -j. He%eali&aa pmi it came as a" surpriBQ;. *’I:twt.- ‘




A
£

osinh sut at the ggeat dﬁﬂk 1n spirtaleeve, hfg tié?
and a very loaae band about his,neck,

bfficiel files snd inmedinte¢y 11 franﬁ of hig ,Wﬁu H 19rge atﬁ“ﬁ'y“ﬁ

of aheets filled wita nest close. writing. He ¢obk?d up 9t'Stf'"
1 4
and his eyea were bioodshot end hia fece grawn with fatigue,

'ihay s?id he waa 9 giuuton for kork, &tnnhope xhought*
¥ )1 i

pereisten@, paﬁzzent. u:hst wma how he@ earned & degree fox‘
7,- himself, by himself.‘ Perheps aufqi~ ke web! not Pdmit%ing h&m

the Sarviee when he applied ZA:_ VNN “ﬂ‘

i

W ally, “end: then4regr

feelin& in Jo.sia '

"Whgr@ nave b@en?” fie wndlcaldlyaimpepaéﬁalg”
'"Out to dinne .\»“ ) g i f’» i
i‘“I know that, but where?”

d_;"Bn&:’ “lnibwrouﬁcﬁ‘

”ﬁYba, ﬁr. Saoretﬂry,...“.”




don’t see what businebs of your it 13.

"Saying 'with resneet' dcean't qhangé effensivénass,
"N offense was intended fo 1":5:111:1esrtztax'.k 4
"I’ll teke vour word for that, L,,x-. Secret:ﬁry."

"fhat ies this?" Stnnhope exploded, ceught between mger smd

N

- !
~ X

bewildekmen  fo
"ﬁbn'f you knéw?" .
’ . ihen bo’th men beéﬁmé awore of the do@, 8 lov"rng,ry growling' 3
the xwir on tha 'br*c;, of itb\ nec} stoo@ straight- its eyes }j"'
_cg,la'*reu maleveientlyat Josmh* : ) @gs ahoWeu in e sevage mﬁhéﬁ‘;
"Hore, boy!" Stenhope or "He hed to refpeet the order 1
.inuistently before Vex obe ?ac; n'.zbde his wey, ,to hig .n..&ﬁter".sv‘ :

prive ¥ PEXE © 'pa.rtzz en t’\

*Your dog‘?" y
x d png,r y

You kuow, OPE/Mix hitself: "President Joshus gmre hm
/ 4

Then he s"id, mowinf, thet this vma /s
y :

haervica reg ul?tianb and I ;ﬂko'uure tﬁ«t notnlng in. By private
ﬁéonduct does any injury to uny public conduct wna position.
*fhet is how it was,' Josinh snid~cﬂrelessly, "8 if to
the mputer. “F%om now on public end frivete conduct; publie
prithe PQBGCthiOﬁ, w1ll be the &'me‘ ; : ‘
_"ihat uoes that mean?“ Stanhope ssked stiffly,

«fl

"In your eese. t}hatwycu will end oLl asaoeiations like'f, th




'If you are suggesting the regulating qi‘ my pers@nul m

‘,"I'm sorry, Mr, Ninieter but I Garned amcept‘anybody s right to

tell me who my friends snould ‘be."  He wes ‘shexing witn nnger m;nwg_r

and ne did-not care whether dosiﬂh gew it or not.

-

RS ”I’r nct intereated in you or your frienda, Lr. awnhopm’\ 4”;15
‘ }ie\ gou_nded tired oi‘ the whole x.“mtter. "I went to get back to, ny r ‘
2 werk. Your emotiarml pro’dlerz- aon't in'berest ne, Az on ms%rumeﬂii{

of governmﬂ'ent policy you will end al%acc1?tlon., with all

mercanti&a groups or, :Lf you l{\ thet much, you will resim%

| your Job. Q ‘
‘;' ¢ ' Depn youl Denn you! g fnught to contrm his anger. '
' "You can't enforc\ er 6f your alternsﬁves'” j oy

\ & _ ey LS b
Centt T2 \} ‘ Rl S | Lo

o

L0t
s ‘t!‘

L e a\to forget, MNr, Stﬁnhope, 'thpt J.ﬁws are made by thﬁ'*;f
elected ‘em\;atives ef **he people, not by \a.he civil sechg,i‘,,;:;
f@ not by.the head of the civil uervice. I suggest Jou retire nnd |
¢

tﬁnxz cerefully v‘cout it." "He nbandoned his patient, explenatory‘ #

L ﬂ-i

. "mzR Bir msu\smd, briskly, shex ply-’ “And errenge for more caffee i

.......

for ne.” fhen he swung "bout, went back behlna the greet desk
*end. settled down to his work with an ehsorb't:x.on end concentratioh f

. vthat banisned "aue p esence of :Stfnhope from hizs conciouweslﬁ ,

*

*

¢ presence haQ ceased to regiater wi'bh Jcsiah. ‘ Hi.-.x anger flpraeb"
’ ‘aggin[ 88 he left the Presidentia:‘ ofﬁ.ce. Qut for 2ll His
: pa,\,'ramm}cﬁﬁ 0. phane dmm,%n t&m MGM to order mora '@u,"




bae;& of his Zeft npnd,. He opened his eyes., ligx wes sitting very
5 close to his chrir,mutely plerding for resssursuce snd scme sShow
pffection. Stenhope touched the cool dmab-nooe Rl rubbed the .af

\

Lot velvety gnrs, ' ‘ v

1 ’giyvéiin NoW. s s Come, let's % aomething fn.r /cu f;o
U t

The men end h;;i dog w o his dittle

b_bth dere equediy piﬁ*&%\@ see th:ht tne) btﬁff of \uﬂ(}
,kii tchen,where the f(wr the residents of t;he%Pﬁ.L' ce wes oooked‘, ;
\m up ihle ususl 51..,11 Qf bones for the dog. Tho
nes hut the dog vaited &’tiu the ren seid "»All«e- :
3 en he licked 'bné ren's hend befére -"'ttﬁgking thn\\f

4 " ’

sxmn;- The low, h»ppy "I‘OW.LID“‘ of lMex, 2t wors on his bmlratﬁnez?c

rw’ﬂe Stsnhopp feea. .;t.rr»n,_e.u,v WO "vnd. comforted. He forgot h.ia mség
il
end e forgot the wen who ,aM'. worf.ln in the Presianntiel office,

Instend he remexrbered tne fnn-ily farn. on which ne wes bor Pndwﬁ

he hed spent the e"rlieat sné nnppiest yesrs of mo .Life.. J.he hzou

97: tne brex ioula be 1n d'“rkness. they &till went te bed ewrly
“the oounf;ry. And the. J.and,toa, would, be silent Pnd otill andf‘ T,

LS




- yerrs,
< %

hed spent every moment of his free time tnere.

!

We're & dying breed\ahe thought, And in hid wlnd's eye he

sew not 6nly the dork snd(emgty end deaerted k&xan fermhouse in
i \ ' \ ' G
which he wrs born, but 211 the dork snd desertéd sna empty farn- S

%
houses on  the dslend, It waa tne old fruilies who were dying, and @i

with them » whele worla Wes dying: for s world is » way of livingﬂf‘

b

e
A o
ez’ ™

P and thlnkin' end worf.inT and olrying 2nd aeeing. All this wes

Jhd

-~ %

chpngin wos- being replpced by oth@ s ond othep velues bnd‘

Ea o

a nom be Pccelerﬂted nnd
deseried i
the number of the/fermhouses

{
2 iw'would go into ruinate, | ’(ﬁ;

. : ‘ .
I« © Presidential desk nepxe

tne guiet drlft into 4the mew &a{;b

multtplled ane more fnrml&nd

what the men down there in the,";k

; he presented p*Porclné of the’ f,‘

‘chenge #nd tue péggé:n e with him He tnought: Reelly, it ian*t

» s
hin™1 dislike , ty o1 even tae cnnnd‘ wnicn is inevltpble.‘ A

i &
It is the e N\ blotting out, witnout thcugnt or faellng,'of g (kY
much thet
There W8S no sndnesq to the thoupht- a heriness perhros, lixe S

tne ‘psychologieni heaviness and regzet wi th which one recognises f

%

NS

the inevitebility of dpnth - but no sndness, o

Only rfter ‘he hnd xeft tne deg, chnnged ana aot into bed did‘\&

¢

tne xxx eense of tranqul;lty i sve hin, Fnd then for  very hrief \f@

§

monent only. Just before he fell rlseep tne tnought ”lrahed : 'J“

B -'_ncross his nind: Does he wnnt to get.rld of rie? Laen tne counterm

gpought. But he can‘t- I'm the nerd of the eivil. aérvice snd my
 position iy entremhhed. G L A e B e o ‘»}ﬂﬁLl



At the o ther end of the town, mPrthp Lee pgrwd har ear 1n”_;‘ .':«
dlong wide !
front Gf tha great newtpnper buaﬂlding. ’J.‘ne/lgxxxx Avenue wma ail&n

it‘. For tue ,areaﬁnt for tne next hour perhnps, even u)’le rert

presses were sl.lentf She looked up nr.d dovm ‘the wide avemie, Jmo,

\

water, ce tchin&, nnd tarow:.p&
i.s my city- this is ny worl %}ent. ‘Then, abmzptly, she ““‘“"g\?;«;

' hep:-

Pbou‘b and entered the b &+ The lif«. C“I‘I‘i(}d/u") to the. top \

s ,floor snd the vrat/ t@mm with
i , o ‘ \

#nd telephones. Nﬁs deserted, :

# couple of

The 'clean

‘edltorial staff. Marthe encéeeu thex cubbyhole thet b!—"id m. Leé.\

1

A blnble sheet in her tyoewriter said: See the editar' B’ut

‘sho.wed tnat Joel had called. She looxed Pt tne tin.e. b \"veb e J.ityﬂm

it Pf’m‘ half pﬂst EeiNG but tne bllp/ anowed thet he rmd caal:’ced uma ’

)
R




I W ‘
'The only other telephone messege that 1nterested her wes from youn.

Andrew Sinpson. He had left o nunbex fow ‘her to call when she got
X i .
beck. He hsd phoned two hours eprller. uhe crlled the number and \

when someone asnwer the bncaground n01be told her some sort of per

;ﬁiQf . . wes in progress, Then, through the_ din, she heerd the geay voice 01
{ ' ' Simpson. : '

winneols / i

)t 9 4 MHellel™

; ‘ . "Meartha. Lee," she said, raisi
A i *
? "Ah Miss Lee! I'd given yo

voice & little,

I celled esrrlier becruse I

thdught ydu might like to me e of Josieh's Key,gupportefs.vlfé

4 2|
°

;Qﬁi by m@y of ‘alittle cele

S0 "T would heve lik Marthe srid, "but its retoer late nbw;"

. "Not too- latews, NMiss Lee.,*™ It is not fer from where yeu
live end 1I'1 ~2§cd to come pick you up'hnd teke you beck after-?

{ve

werds. I don't tnin you ought to miss this."
“Algicht, Andy." | ; ‘
~"I'1ll ve there in ten minutes." PR i L ' A
"Nof I'm still ot _the prper." | ‘ |
"I'll pick jéu up there then."

"Noj I'11 be home in sbout three-qunrters of en hour if your

perty 18 still g01ng."

\

"Fine, D AR be\tnere," young Simpson srid geily Pﬂd hung up;“

o »,
i
r.

Fartha Lee went to Max Johnson's slightly largef'cubbyhole e %

and Sat down snd wedited till he finished tepping out the first leam
for the coming editon of the paper. This wes the lsst bit of maﬁﬁm
;7berare the papor waa‘pwt te\bqg When ha had finished he panaea wha

g R ” BN . e g 3 s N ,‘7 § .' A N AL . r
_‘_.‘ : \r o 1 1t e LSRR RE '.“ A IR VR G et Sl
St ¥ e 3 B L 2 . i : T ANES el ]
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1h ﬂ ;. lrhe had written to Martha. éhe‘reédi then she suggested certain
L hhETRIR9RR. AR REY OB EA; Thed B}BSHE%‘%EH@ revrote sections 'E\m

‘.:Tj' 14\‘ ¢ "Speecipl Page One Editoriel

5 ‘ ’('IARNING’ e |
ince the neas of the I'esignvtion of the Honoureble s‘

1.\
hinl

\

F.F. PFreeways es Prime Minister pna Minister of Finangﬂi

i a8 Affeirs, and coupled with it the announcenment thet the Cnbinatgé

\ _ ~hes gone into continuous emergency session to review all

- ¥ \ 4
i s

' ’,f'-' : ' aspedts of government policy, there hes been greet' ferment

Gade

end agitetion inh finsncisl end ess circles, This is'

unaerstana’able. It is right ) those who heve a great s‘bm&

I

in the country, elther 92&* ants, manufncturers, or the

represqntstiyes of ov investors, should be concerned

that the interes@ represent ere not demsged by eny new

line of policy d by the 5overnment. And 'since this islm

is es depe N es it 18 ‘'on foreign investment we find ournelw
th those whe insist that nothing ‘should be done $

to wndeMgine the foreign investor's confidence in the stabiliﬁ
of this iskénd snd in the good sense of its people end their‘» ,

rulers, | | - . 1 i
= 5 e precisely because we support this view th}-t we ism;
this warning to the representatives of some of our merchants,‘
= ~menufocturers end overseas inveators. wila and almxist talk v
from them is as likely to undermine the confldence of»foreign
investors as is wild talk from eny other beetion. Indeed, we
venture to suggest thet wild elarmist telk is infinitely nore
dangerous coming fron them thsn from other aectiona beeﬁuae

biekio, overseas investors pu‘t that much more weight on what they sa;y.

Talk od, dicteteranip, 3,;‘ bua:mean pcopla pnmking up and pull‘.i.g




out, of n breakdown in law and order, is dangeroua. nialendidi
‘and calculated to sprend alarm gnd despondency. To do this sg
‘Bhorty 9fter the death of our President is 'to do the country W

\ /

a particularly great disservice. ' "j

xhe fﬁcts -of Mr, Freeways' resignetion rre clearﬁﬁhhen ,;
)
we received the government stntement wa immedlntely ﬁpproaehﬁf

Mr. PFreewsys, showed him the statement end invited- him to‘*>f
comment on it,‘add to it, or subtraci from it., We published

A_(‘:\-‘ -

the statement and Mr., Freeways*%menté on tae front page N

4 JV
e
5 i

of yesterday's igsue, For ¢n o now suggest that Mr, )

heewaya' 'resignation wnsﬁx result of cohereion or 'pressuyrg;,'
is to fly in the fece{ e facts. . We ‘wern those who have

\ ’

sterted this whis
per .
The nme% 0 now meke p.p the G"binet that governa :

\ore the elected repreﬁentetives of the people.A5ﬁ
abllity is not to one gro&b or section or oﬂe" |
erest, They are account361e to all the citizens

f4lend, They elone hove the ‘respensibility to go#er;ﬂ,

cempeign to desist. e

this coun

vested in them by the freely expressed choiue of the people.
These nine (since Nr. Freevwsays chose freely o resign) assumed
re8ponaibility fully for the firat‘time, without,thg gg:t‘lidsaxwer1
rnd messive suthority of the 1ote President, just twenty—foﬁtw
~hours ago, e urgé-evqpyqné, éspecinll& our merchents,
ﬁanufréturers and oversens investors; to give them » chence
to get on with the aob. e do notzyay people aﬁbuld not lobby
for their own interest, But we warn sternly thet the type of
wild telk and threatening postures indulged in by some of thns

hrive , .
wa/mentnoned are n greatar danger bo ﬁha 1alnnd than the




& ‘things these people profess to fesr, Resnect for a eountry
' its :
end/x%xxs people is expressed, in the first 1nbtnnce, by ot

{

- natives 9nq outsiders alike, by showing respect for thiﬁelect@

government of thet country." : ; ’ e

h . { ‘ s \ J % A ‘ 1 '%:“
Mex Johnson phone down to the press room to sey thet the les®
piece of copy was resdy, then he suiled humourlessly at Merthas '/

g . |
®Think they'll get the messg@ge, Black Girl?"

 She shrugged slightly; 2Not i ght'c little do mesns _
anytning.‘I think they've-got o‘ e talked into eamgaigning~§sﬁﬁ
the businessuen’ 3 cpndidnte.‘@. I : : o
J "Oh no!" X=xx Jahn e . _ | : B
"Yes, ;y dear, Di ight to rule end 50, 0n. They didn't|7&

Lex

say it but I cdu;&\ir t. I must confess‘old F.F, sesBed it fiF.

snd looked mos

able snd distressed every time " their wag a 'RQ

nt white chauvinisu coming to the surfece," .

ut the loenl peoples the lsaacs crowd end so0 on?" 'ﬂ

"Not reprasented. No Jews, b'rians, Areb¥s were there.

!

~ "But surely old: FoPiwes® Dy / : {
"He didn't know how it would be, Max. He 5 being used; he! Q N
hurt and é&sappointea and its almays easy to use someone like % 'ﬂé
/"Hepe to God someone- geta him éut of this meSs,",Mwaell
* Johnson murmured as he got up. "Come, I'11 buy you e drink.

\ g P "Sorry, young Simpson's going to‘*htroduce me to aome 6! .,5ﬂ

v ~ ¢ sl VA

'Josinh's supporters. . ot i e | RN
"This tine of night?" A , | i

B ;#manw ‘gaoﬁ to bpthcg"hﬁm Se you ,m»,y zmt see m at ﬂu L

~




"A1l right;

but check

in if you're sway from your phone, 1

"

expect # run-in with some our respected directors over our leesder,
hey'll be toc scered nnd unco}tfin to hé rough, she seaid.
He nodded, "“"Anythingsnew on Josiah?"
"No. He's not been seen since’ the c‘“ln?i{ snt into ejergency
sesgion., Se Powersy suug 88 0 sleek fot cat but uncommunicetive,
¢ 2 g .
I hope to get something out of young Simpson.
"Youn sn on the way up?"
"Yes; and he deserves to be. Vekg"Ppright."
ind very bitter," he murmuged drily, rnd sdded, og an ofter—
thought: "1 hear."
Irust you not to missNg Wick, NMorthe Lee ‘thought snd 'seidf

.8 cool remocteness to her Vﬁice: Vith reeson, bredda men; with
reeson,
Johnson be Xf Qurned swsy from her, grabbed the copy from -his
desx and hgdeW 1% -to the men who appesred 2t his door. He weited
till the\genyves out of eershot, then he seid, without looking #t

Merthe: "I think it's important to hsve & line eon the &
o o 3 3 L . e oy § e '3

ettitude at thi StPoC. e
el 5 S ‘ e
‘Are you 28811/ €
3 " . , A S a. 2 mawn i ' -
i !0»! e =8¢ ) 'd'u., sudaendy 1iI'l LB DLE
Avy o~ . 1 - £1 oA B i, LA et e % B ™ ‘
An odd little swile flickered scross her fece,  Everything

becomes personsl here in our lsnd; perheps this is the lest remnen

of the Africen thing in us; and for sll 5~§; being born scmewhere
/

else end of snother culture, yo ere gaught up in 1%, lex Johnson,

Sne gfid, "Right, sir!" end it wes & gentle sneer., She welked sway

from him, down

weiting llft. év~dw &UV%V*JL— \Ln- dLrg,uQ\
wes AGL o—

\Lﬂ&i—;ﬂ.

the large

the door snd the

e AL

.W,:

deserted news room to



the pmer. “’u t hﬂve been & mntter of importence end for a pasain g
renlised, ' T
: momeﬂt she wns tempted to try and resch him 111 she/xnmxmhl:;i §p;a

iookin ot the hall eclock, tnnt it wg
n“ornin : ae thought beman to fo ﬂ\ er mind. Tie maght not ba a;l

She/;ailled ih.- ueliberntely.' m&rsan would utep on o biting azi!m*
ﬂ‘&' / : By i o

She went out o Siypson'w e
" 2 mHope I didn't keel

WA littie;'but i
Rl sl s
gquiecily at her,

be ‘ti..j.r'ed." : | \ ‘
Why $is ratitude:nshe wondered. (
"You snid # celebration 'of Josiah' supportera. Why?"

A "You'll see, You unders cnnd the invitetion is personsel, not 'W\j

} | . | 0 ! ! / wf.’

you #s e newspaper perscn. AL Loy , | i KRR ‘ff»‘t

. SN ik Y ! ’. .'” ‘ \,“
"Just [ minute, mdy.. If Jou're gaying I'm not ~to mm:e use nf
nnything I might hepr’or see at your narty taen JO‘U, migh‘t: aa well

v.'taka ne ‘home @Min..n*‘iea should have known that i h

"’1 m sorry I d;.dn tmake mys lf e_}ear. We are not trwihg 'b@"‘ :
¢ i
impqse any kinﬂ of restriction en you. It ig- auat m&t WF wafnt yew”

to" kndlm didn't 1nvite gou :Ber any publigity purpgseg &md» t&mt




; up to yoq,

*Who is 'wé'9“ he wished she eould see his faee./ﬁiq#lx!!l
in

i

his eyes ena try to rqag its meening.

MYou'll aee," he seid scftly.

Hovde cAfter that
/ Shey urove 4in gilence for about flve ninutes afimr ond thﬂn

Simpsen drove into the gote of the home: of one of the key seeond

- penk eivil aervpnts, & muen whom Nertha Lee ¥new, A lsrge numbar}g,
X ' e 0¥ S AT A < B

cers were parked on both sides of the‘E:reet, the ususl sign thatékﬁ

/' m perty was in progress. 13 @ ’ | |

7

3 Yerthe Lee recognised m‘a%& the people inmedintely she got a,
‘ r

‘out of the car, Most of e senior publie servvnts stntic d

pl1ll over 'the islend, T whelniné,mwjority were very derks her:j

and there, stand"inan the uniformly derk setting, she ‘Saw @ ﬂ
f : o river ‘ J

brown or white 'like spit on the frce of the/memmm' as %ne @ii

her favour rlibbeen’ poets, the Chinese-Negro Regino Pedroso,

: once put9Qt. But‘perheps the most atnrtling thing wWes the quiet, i
Bl bt sober, orderliness %f the prrty. It wes going on/ for two in the

morning, there wes R liqudr“to be hed but no one wes tipsy, let " 4

\
L »lone drunk, They snt or stood in grouos, inside the house, on

the veranda, on the front lewn, in the lorge gerden nt the side mt‘
\
the house, \telking earnestly, srguing snd exchenging ideas. Al

Marthe thought.-Theae were tne pecple on the fringe, the peaplu
with the treining and ability to become part of the elite but ﬁ
-beea;se they were blncx ond had not uone to the right achools, and !
‘dad nct hsve thke right social connections, they remained jna¢ an
the fringe of the elite; highly placed end highly peid. but‘knq}jiuf

tﬁs% wvers 1t.not~ror thpir ealeur ﬁﬁhg wauldiba h&ghsw ﬁhan ﬁho‘
'y b i A f ‘,' !“




,ﬂNO,. Morthe Bald Q?d lcoded quickly,up at his face. But thn]u

" are peop.le who v.ant to take over, she told herself. not :Ln order—‘gq_

5

_ The flaahing smile 1it up y szzhmpsbn frce. "I think they‘?*
. cere but thet isn't the impor: Q i
: shift the bslence of power é‘g} sponsibility.

"% and $net #ill 5013 rything, Andy?"

hing‘ Whnt is 1mportnnt is to

/

"It is the indesHeugtble veginning., Witiout it nothing 'is

posaible.

"You

30 begin with Jo»iah."‘
"Bpsicelly that is hoW it is, This is our beﬂinning.

P

aAndy, let\me £SK you again. Who are. the ‘we’ you rafer to?"i“*
He led her rouﬁu e group of dtrikingly dressed nnd benutifﬂl ‘

yonng bchk women, The- younw mamen suspended their an
' f




"‘ﬂene they etffered Nartha Inee' their- hmmda. 'As’ E@o“nv éé» Me
-Andy left them the young women dispersed, going from group ,
'to let it be k:nown thﬁt thydv}%: d“v?fﬁ? Andy bimpson was thi ‘
h{‘artha Lee, the pelltical writer. Ana there was one womPn wim
“that she hed en af:air with thet Jewﬂ.ah busi\.nessman, end thi
wes passed on a?mng the women, , ' |
At the ber, I s’rttm received hex@
- 'iThénks for the rescue, operetion.

: , © : iy .
"About that 'we'} Andy smi ghtfu.l.ly. "All of us he

¥ y % ;
ere representetive.™ % KT
. "Me too?" K
'c' { - . ‘ \
"0f course - unless
"What sbout gour end end mentor John Stanhope?"

isn! t he?"

of real power in the lend." o Tl SN bt L
; "I thought real power was in the h&nds of the #qﬂe.”"'r
~ WHo heve been misled end ebused end confused end mised”"

for thrqp eenturies and more. They!' ve bgw mpde t

in temns of dirty rive-shilling natgs, cu,rry goat Qg,
Jiai rnm bingea 8t election timo‘a. "mey've 1emt“ m




‘gu tﬁuir Leadora, the peaﬁl& %nay &leotna, eauld bo.

\xand qold by the money men..ag fol AR RN

[

"Oh come now, Andg!“ !nrtha proteated. "Thet'a allrigh&

plptferm stuff. } '

’

do thet this ds whvt hos hpppened - though not e3 crudely a8 I
put it And if you 61l me not nil of them hmv% done this 5§ will‘V4
9gree with you end tnen I w;ll ask youy why it iﬁ thet‘in Spifé
of £11 tne decent people thvt you cl mexist He still have eunh
vest inequalitlea, ouch great v& veen those'wno haVG and th' u‘
who do not =nd why the Whiteﬁzﬁt» represent less than five ber,ﬁggg
ti

of the nptlon still contro nlne like ninety per cent of itaui

s . e
weelth?" | Q Wi S o P AR ;

"Hﬂven v you £b§~§9ur villains e little confubed, Andy?"’T

tentrtive swile made him look very boyish rad young. Mer%hn L
tnought- So young, 80 5enslt1ve, 50 opmpasafonate' I 11ke yun§
Simpson, exfd I afraid of whet ' they might dd o Jon~ tnsy s@t

]
have " sick naod to- use cleen sand upright men liﬁe yeu, thaaa




‘iS'it?“ g e / A T

4 i .
5 il

The weman awiled and the mood wps gone, Bb though it were

thing of his imagining. .

"Shndows,? Eprtha Lee seid qul Just shrdows, Andy.-
iy , Ve nnd Andy snew th@t there hgd somethinb rore than his
ﬂa‘ » he end this women hﬁd been‘ {“

¢

'.imaéinlngs; Briefly, w1thout

close, iﬂtimnte. And then ought wab‘fhere, audden, nnexpecﬁés

(X wiSh.this martha Lea Qﬂi 4wbnty‘yemrs younger. fter that the Ay

rgslisption cnme ‘i ly o Andv Sinpson thoet becruse ot Whnt had 7

Juat paased be

’lityle in

N

0 fif"A | -aﬁd “then remoVed it. He: leened into her eyes and xnew thet she knqm
'xuﬁ- ; what hva ppssed througn hls nind. Lhan, while he yet wmtched,w3hﬁ

| ‘ Wes trmnsfornea into the cool, deteehed, analytical Ierthe Lee ef\
ihe Voice of the Ial&nd/ ‘ R Y R ot .‘  Q??

"¥ou Nexre going to say..,.“ 5he said, e j13$
"I've forgotten”kx he eﬂid, Anow1ng he could rqgember very

epbily,\but not wenting to.’ “It'll core back," b g
A tmll, smilow, brownshinned.man moved sibwly but purpoaagnily

to\where they staad. His bﬂlt, of =a libht pwatel shﬁde, was duf

)

in tne lateat atyle fganicnable 1n Londcn'S-Rﬂyfair, He paffndfaf




¥ i

9

15

ﬁlaekfriar/sharoot through and 1vory'holder. Every step:he 0

X ."‘ r‘\
e

wes & atudy in the art of seif-consciou 1ocomot10n.

Andy oimp ;on. turned on his diplomntic smile end shook th&l
newcamer 8 hﬁhd vigorously. "So nice to see’ Jou egain, HPVQ youvr.
' e Tt
met liss liertha Lee of fhe’Voice of the 1 lend. T £ '{?‘ ;

“No—o—o, the newconer drewled, "“but I've been wenti g t@,-7;*

you znow....“ He offered Verthe 8 llmp hand and cocaed his head

sideweyé. "Profwsalonel esnrit de gorpé, you KNow, though my mt&nw

cornespondq

{@OHB' feet on the groupd yau:

to yours but I've not got ar@und

oceuprtion is boo&s, of course. ints s forei

-ere ood for dlsclpllne ﬁnd K

;now,‘..my editor geve me o

%o seeing hinm’ yet. The ' in $he know on The Street Pna wt‘yﬁn

’*mbass,,r seid nice thln\ out Jou. .“‘veryorm s*id to get to maw

tne/ialand\you mpl st neet erthp Lee. Of course they tend\‘

'Tihﬁlly ceme from tne islend, probqbly"%ecﬁusﬁ
critica ‘
te better sbout their people then their own Writarﬁ

p v

)
n thﬁt I wented none of this nonsense of being typsd

to forget thi
some of th
trey/thin

es a waibbeen writer concerned nnd resﬁrioted to the limited life
of tae iskeids end the liﬁltea lives of their people@ Journaliam's‘
QOOQ enough for thed: like this jﬂunt I'nm on now, None of the ‘i@
isl nds ere really worth more then @ senles of flr8t~018$8 srtieleé
~but they uuLt be first-clnds, of course, i Lot Yeou must do X haak,ri;
then mgxe it funny; en-exotic conic novel set in the sun and pakiﬁe
fun st the islmhds*pnd thelr people. Lhe Dnglisn critiﬁﬁ aeem to
Look at the

love tapt. auccess of thst fellow whatisﬂame~c.. Tnaugh

i prnkly didn t thinn the book was up to much &y deaw. Didn*t-;“




progreumeé cut to o pinipum - seeing only rppily ey people, ym_‘

\

KH6Ws I went to 'do ao&ething good for the islpnd and e have a

-

=

circulation 0f.eee" : B AR VAT S ";*w

7 ‘..

mﬁrthp lee made g strange noi se deep in her tnro»t. Rndy

Simpbon couid ®ee she wes on the ver exploding 80 he grahb&ﬂ
the Writer by the nrmé and hustjg\\u away, bcving urgently:
L

" There' s sonebody body you res at meet r‘ Psterlng, cne

the xey peopie o 1 A ¥

Martha turnea ang®

1
{

the imprd%ised bar;‘ iged » gtrdng one, piéase,"

- The young Xn hed witnessed the little ‘sscene rnd he 88

so here,"

ﬁfﬁat'

4 theught they were nll mrster vmna preju&mced and rude 9nd r;

becwuae that's how I found tham h@re.\I% was cnly eftor I ﬁawf




”An& ndﬁ yép tbsr they think wa,pll 1ihe %hi?

'SQmething like that. ,".a wv,; ﬂ,

A

"It hmi, heh, mz Azxd praju.&ies 2 haft‘d thmg._..aﬁ

v ’/»é

/

; away to serve o croup of br;ght young men. ._f\f3
Andy Simpaon returned witnqntrtha writer.

1 =
"Thet mﬁs the grert Fertin "ns@ﬁring‘ our tm«wt;em: &:

—

«/

goed &efu it9"
B r,,nrtn.e sﬂid ”No

- "You »ho?ld. The atory gives f

_the,English pnd e blreﬂ\ag )
goes nﬁ‘livee nmong ih :
N’ order to' Write 2l ho’ , ‘ _
- kick 'in the‘pant fo Eng&ish I'va ever reﬂd..w‘Troubleiia
thnt,I'vermet_' ,‘| not 80 sure thnt'a whn% he. intended "
q str;gaed
m ‘k"London ceems to see chlqh in much tne spue way 23 our
nerchonts nnﬁ;ﬁn tering's pesignnent is to come and see how el‘
1o dletatorsqlp we pre.
"How'd he d01ng?" |

too meny bebies; the otf@etS‘ﬁre too dirty, people ﬁte unpuﬁ
. ¢t 8sun is '
tne xtmxcxt nxn too hot- service ia pocr...ﬂ'

Fﬁ"Juat keep hin away from mei" Msrtha Lae warned.-“




come up to the bar for servige inurmured. "I.ndyz Lady!” A,

There wps su&deq éomnsotion nmong, the little groupa/of P
They beg,nn to move toward the tront of the mmse.,

8o ing.

~ “Josich?? she mgke‘d. \®

"Yes)" @ i
: , ZE
He was ch@uffeur-driva& ] t:.me, in one . of the Pzalnc&j.

~

limouuinea. ’I‘his pprﬁ house head e car-port th«t was par“«

in front of him. Peoole recognisea him ﬂnd make way, 1:13..1 the:f b

were on the veranﬁda. Close oty under the light, Mnrtha aaw ho&v

o, drawn pnd tired Joairn looxed. ‘-His bloodsnot eyes dt;aod eut 1;12#,!1&1&

socxets end . every now snd then he sem ed to heve| d:x.fﬁcultv k&w@g‘

", hi.a drooping eyeli‘ds open,~ 2 T ; Kl 40y

W R
"

S:ur,paon sm.d, "Excube \me," left Mnrtha pnd wert e,LOSer.'

A\ Jo,eiah saw him ﬂnd his free lit up, "Ah, Andyl"' ‘r.

: ‘;‘.“».aimpaon aaid anfﬁg, "She 8 her@, sir.




Simpsen'saw tha writer, Nﬁrtin mastering,' homd diatéhea oft

:tie;h‘ting his ey through thc-: ‘1ittle clustérs of. people.. He wh:&amr‘

|

%0 one of the strappin& youns men who hed formed on unobtrusive |
Al
”:eenl-circle pbouﬁ J0u19h. - The young uen went m,on¢ the crowd, apa

to # person. nere snd there, and ‘then workéd his way'tonrrds\the

.

writar: Low the writer uuddenly found his wey bioczed end tne

2|
\

people unco=opern tive, rnu even htstﬁle,‘when he tried to bull his

-

wey Lhrough.. At-lest the stzonpin young men rerched tha qriter\;
) | A

and spoke to him briefly, ihe wr @,@ve up his sttempt to get d
i il : : PN
Josien. ' ey A , ‘ Sl

LJosimh;raiéed both exry, ve iis heerd, The writing neopla

nds and brpthers end Bisters~‘ther¢

fell silent, He srid:
' *

is no‘need'for,spéechhe~
'T.N:c? is About to begin, fhe only onea who do

LN ore tnoae who ‘ere not supposed. to know." Hb4'

g DEuween us, You sud I hnow whrt < § new

when T sey the

_not know whe

they will know. I oene so thnt we cen be together form-

o anpll Presege. of time svu that you snould know our comﬁrct is e
b, \

B8till xue nein crivinm force is wnnt io %o come "to ‘pess, I expect
‘ &
all of you to g0 'beck to your ﬁoats snd crrry on, Pecruse the enl
‘reward for us is wore work, You will herr reny tnln&s thet will’

test jour'fpi%n and your atrenwth‘ you Wlll hear  of oictrtorship,
)

Of tjrﬂnny, of collapse, Fmd Jou will reuenber that we ﬂpve waite

8 long tlme for this moment when we crn begin our wqu, the hﬂrd

work thet none of’u rny llVO\WO see flnianed. fe lovered hia ﬁ

herd rs tuough in pra;er, then he loomed up end sniled.r\ ? \;g

no one applnuded..‘Shiu is rellgious, wnrtha Lee told heragl
| feeiing tnd maod pf mystioal cammitmente the Rrbbi, the religiana




something to her.
"He wents to see you¢ﬂ
"he? Josiﬁh?"

”;esh @eﬁe.

fended off meny efforts o

\

)

other politiciens, foy\ ‘ :lems ond meke use of her. But them th
e

was just one of & nwgb

)ollticinns, one of tae smnrtest, Qg
‘hgs he wos the man st the. centre, and in spiritf

‘he” geeried

centre,

were awere |

chrnged Aand grown? Or is 1t,my swereness of his new power thétj

¢akes e inveat hip with t&ase new qualitias° Like how hvndsomepg,
, becomes when dressed in a d$
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it might be iden if you nnd yeu?‘ editor heove lunch with we xmgﬂ
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‘not to see! Ind w1th thet Cﬂbu?l Pir which sugoested that that waa

how it wouid be! And becruse she wes an honest enad 1nte¢11gent
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man. He Wl not aure tgnt ne, in tna place ow %su wUﬂLP&uJ Ln

- ’ Nl

-~

v;aitar nnd gone to @ ;1ne 01“ mublic n@hool uﬁ»lt@d ng t i

i n“

‘mgasianmrl s R~0ehtmf Au wore mga mnd tcme“ 4 yaun nan the
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and tAe Pwn apnt’ had said he feit smfer With ?eoplé

| i 1 ‘ J ; R A
A i ity

s

: i AR
of‘nls via tor ang b evsunprmwlnwlv calm reswanae o; e | aneax;t;
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Sxikishxyieimes thet nir of judicious detpchment which sety then
- the very few, very overcrowded, poorly staff
.apart Pron tue less fortunete who went to/ordinor® government

How, with the hallwey in usilence and the wrichers end gucrdisns

-

out of sight snd sound,,K Jowsish turned end ¥etrsced his etepi. e
¥ ' ; {
hesitsted cutside thc office door then went pest to the end of
nerrow - 2
the prossege ond up the short flight of/gt@irs to the Predidential -
spartments, There were two suiteﬁf 2 lerge one thet would house

h%«'jfe end three' children,
ting

HRP - xxxxxﬁﬁx ulotlnGuLdnCu

a'Presidant'who was a.forily men wit

;9n a:¢'hller one designed fogr
visiting dlyllt'arlf-s but wh @ lowves Joshus hod used au 2 place
of fpVouf wnere the most mgnhnﬁhxnx sycophent of the morent
was put , like r\court"; T Cl vld, till he ‘fell out of frvouns
Josirh hed mqyed ingé\&yt oliilbr of fhe tgc suites, ond of ter
ﬁﬁ\éy furniture removed he hed turned 1t xsither

ordering o1l thb

eustere hacy erters. Ve entered his qu?ItFrs rrid - went streaight

into whav nce been ¢ drescifgeroor but which he hed turned
: " ,

into & study. The swmell stecl twunk stood on e mpssive chunk of

wood nerr Ik 8 desk urder o window. Josiah unleehed it snd took

/

out the file xhxxxxnntxxxnxxxiixthmiixfﬁxxxtxnn on his recent

.v1sﬁfcrs Pe btudied it fbr the be *f}m;t 6f helf en hour, reploced

s o

it eng cr;;ihlly loc&eu tue s leel tlunksabnin. He nixed hingelf

a drink which wes just a hint of Tum with a greet Geol of icéc ond
;woter,‘thenzhe'uoed‘phe unlisted telephone thet went direclly out,
bypassihg the.?elﬁoe owitehiboerd, to ﬁiclled the heme nur ber ol
the men "he hnd_éppgiﬁted RETC ;f the. security wsexvice Witzdn tem
deys of becoming Presiuent. xgc ren herding tﬁé'Sccurity Serﬁiee,

the POliCG‘FOlce pnd/ b *Ewhﬂifﬂlﬂﬁﬁ Lilitrry were’ ﬁ ppointed by




‘_'.
E
E

the President in consultation with his Crbinet of Ministers but

‘- without reference to the Serviecea. Conmission., fhesereffices‘ﬂad

been neld by expatrante officers under President doses Joshua, ;

dooish Lrd repleced c1l three by isdlenders: esch wila & long record

-

of distinguished service, e-cH very cbl@, eech vVery uark,
“her telephone stopped ringing »s someone lifted the recgiver

oL tae olher endy
Josieh seid: "doe? Josish here. Get here s soon o8 you- cen,
It'c cometning big. The opportunity %)e our show of strength;
- ' \ "
cculv #luo fit dn with the ea‘{&
#y -

round=-up but wrce sure of your

Jetesee.vet things in motion f@

vﬂ...g!@ia.q. N - .
. 4 _
I dosiah ;erule ced th c& phone’ ‘on itb credle end pic;n.d up the

other one b&: e dt, night outy men ot the vaitChmrd Pns*vered

ve're getting from overseBS,.es

inwéain tely, ~
' i s ¥r, Simpson is?"
gir; he left Bnuiber in cose bf need“.“_

"Rinr end tell him I want him, inmediately.”

"Yes sir!}' - %

"ne p&: gn ot the switchbosxd phonea throuéh to e i)ooizing? office
oi‘ tna Ng ul()nil Anm Lo ium where M%‘c% Chen, . the world femous
pisnizt. ircmlmainlqnu Lh:.na, WEeB c;imy e Deethoven recital

Up in the Presidentisl Box o t&e grent hs:ll, which hed -cost
twice ns nmuch to put up es it would neve dom, in I‘merlca or L‘urope, :
Andrew Sirpson represeunted ti;e"f’redidelnt. ihe ,;rou.ng lady he escorte
wes currently the besuty queen of the islend, enc ahe woE 8 WillOWJ-—

\,msted, wice~nipped, big-—bosemed talier then, pvers ze nnd m;rlkingl



beautiful 'blr‘ck girl who rnlao. llin.d the fere gift of grest intelli{,en
liss Yone vright's father wes M!. Justiee Deuglas 'E’Jrigh"t: President
of tae i:',l end's Court of Appeal, "nd Andrew Simpsw hrd 2] herd time
resisting the suspicion thet tne I ct of - who ner fother wes had
some thing /uo a0 wi tuj. JSJ:,;.Lr '«im.s".. ergg{;.i ‘pgement of his romentie
irlerest in»thé"young womrngs* Ilhe Fresident hed seid; when \%trgi;’x;;
hin te tsme her U’t as often B possibles "We need to restore
§g’1\ to our women ,. to uoke ‘L::-e‘c_ i'(i:f‘:l%&ir men #re. ;i»roud"';of& ; ‘l;heizi'.'

Ticck ve eauty, That is the only way t an end tc the present

>
M;t}‘a «ie which puts en especiel xe on .pe lenebs of skin, the

only. woy to heel the drraaq;e&e of our bleck wox_.en."' 2 Jhe 2w

Frogident hoa not exprg 1is view when nimp.,on h=d gone out

1

. with other blres m@ ful zirls, only when it co Mto hxx \

et her. lrcre no getting awey from the fget thoi she was e

wr¥ht. Simpson stole & quick, .;-:%elong look

world more SWiMing then sny of the others, =na thrt together
they made s turn wherevexr the?” went, «He wes aware that the-
- « ﬂ

. ¢ 1 - 21 . = n 5. g .
wife of the Lritish An‘bn;.;"auor, rin.r:ecurtely to his rig &ty hed

"‘intercented his glence at e {,51'1, SLA Dow her &nom.n woman“

\

fsa.ile ShOw&ﬁ whot she nsd ;em mto it. l'hen Mons ne; self turned‘

1'_‘JI‘ >

to him, touched me,,}) ck of hi..s nend ‘ﬁﬁ moeked him gently with
sperkinmgs eyes. "The other:s in the r‘f*rty in the Presidentisl box - .

/ ’ r & ¢
were 1ntevt on ‘the nusie, g oo WA o gy

Th I someone Crme into the box, lesned over Simpbon and murmured
thﬂt tne Palece wa.; on the phone., He gueased that he might not

"&
? he put hlr? nand on the _glrl's :zrm end whiupered._
4 = : O S t"—"""‘-“ lefe Coomlt % ~f¢<z§>/
# 2 S -f'” (f’

(u %W&Mx 1,& Lﬁ_*uwﬁ,& ] LL WM k.,,,_,v?J



,Q-,
h"" 231
F.P, Freeways was arrested two dnys after the night the
informer had visited the President. Ile wes token in 2 pre-dawn
gwoop led by the newly—nppoin%ed  Chief of Securdity himsclf.
Others were trken too, eight businessrmen - three lbcpl end five’
expntfh&&éé% - two great lchGWners who between them‘controlied
close on n quarter &f a million acees, and three pfcfcssiong; mén,
en eccountont, o Bhrristér ond = doctor. But the r el shock wes
the~errest of Freewsys'who hed until so recently been old Noses

Jo..—.hua's Bpokesmen boih at hone rnd @‘d.
ihe Voice of the L@lvnd ha jg‘ rdy come off the press when

the news broke, so it c"rriew wing about (he Drru:.ta, but the
governmen t-controlled o ﬂ G television s{gtlona hnd & field
dey. And the weay uheJ ted the news mede it clear thet a

dangercus CODBDir?CJ mtenin& the life of the islend®republic

hmi Juet been v'\d thenks to the prompt, efficient and courag;ou;é

rction of ity forces. The enemies of the'peegle,had plenne:
to'seize‘§::;> but their plot had%been uncovered end destroyed. '

then word renched brck to the Prlece thet there were people,

-\ a small minorityjelbéit, who questioned the charge thet Freeways

had plhnned trersgn'agpinut tae gcvarnment‘of his country, pEriismx

'nzxthlxtn;lixxlznxixxgxxfxxxn the radie atntion put on a prgremme/fX

hesded 'The Anutomy of frbnbon' wnich went beek into history to
I
shew how the Froew ys family cere tc the ﬁﬁiind, how tney ecquired

'their *and, becore slhveowners, dealt with their slvvee, fought xx

opeinet the abolitionist movement, resisted =11 prlgrqauive chenb
throuU* the yerrs #né xmx how they scquired their wenlth. Jhe
progreume wes repeated three times ot pesk listening hours., After

thaf there were no _more qu@stieninga_of’thc,ohnrges roeinst Freeway

- §= < |
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certeinly net in public.

Y. ? .

At eight in the morning the American Embessy telephened mxgzrXXy
the Pglﬁce. The Aubsssader urgently wented to see the President ot

his esrliest possible convenience. Alrost irmediately after the

Americen phone cell there wes 2 similer ene frem the British

EREEEERX Inbrssy, then from the TFrench ond then the Cermen embessies

Each time the persen of the other end was very senier se Andrew

!

Simpsen hendled the c¢ells himselfl: snd esch time he regretted

. &

that he could net di.:fu}b the LTasiéb@t the monent but would
d

see him o3 soon es possible en BCK,

At teh srmoured cars appe n the atrqets,ef the cepitel,

cruising thfeugh the stre
Y o
At eleven the rndio\&;

shewing thelr guns.

ed o brief‘§¢l~cégnnn9unbement that

‘ﬁr._Richnrd Young hgzxﬁgth relieved of-his post rs Minister of

Youth end Cemm ffrirs =nd teken into.cudt@dy,beéﬂuse the

eerly meorni
plet. 6

A reporter frem the Voice 6f the Islend errived et the Prlece

-up hod produced evidénce .impliceting him in the

te see either the President or the Acting rYresidentisl Secretsry
frxzxxrr to Till out the?deyﬂiia of the Young‘atery. He wes turned

Fway; pelitely but firmly. As he left » fellew qurnaliét, o2 member

of the otoff of the rrdie stirtien, rrrived rnd wns ushered up to

the Presidmntirl office. The jeurnriikt phend thid inforir tien

“threugh te his editor.

. / z
. At noen the Americen DOmbsssy phoned nogein;

=

gtill the President

" eould net spesk on the phene or see the Ambessedor. At two in ihe

9ft§rnoan #n Imbessy officirl dgiiﬁered e nete of protest y ?nd afte
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token
those RmIR
egainat the detention of twe ‘Americen citizens Prong xhnxinxxxxni
in the reid.

/xxmxp, The officizl wes wept wsitinﬂ en heur then Andrew Simpson

descended the stnirs STE hehdbd Bin single-sentence reply reject-

ing the protest mmim becrase '2ll pesple.in thip islend, netive
n?d fereigner plike, rre subject to the lasws of the lend eand te
the sene dué_pr@ééas shéuld they vielrte those lows; mnythihg\else
would be a denisl of netional severeignty."”

When the officisl get breck to the

bessy with the reply the

Arbsssedor himselif telephened thg end beCfﬁ§9 it wes the

Ambrssader the President teok fk&

am
*You.Ex ceJ..Lency. Ly & :

-"Inr. Amba-apder... ,Q e
L
"I hrve been try ’h; ench yeu 211 merninh..."

\nd your reply,- 8iress” -

83840 "

"Se 1 hear..

"About our

."Yea’

~

dy I 8till hepe it is pessible for us to telk sbout

-

1 hnd

this thing frce to face...lhere sre weys ef scrting out these things

7

m8 you rnow,..Tith President Joshus,..." ' ¥

21 knew, Xr,. Ambsasﬁdor;'but President Jeshus is derd ond the

)
rule ef lbw, now, is suprere. in eur lend,.."

"But air..."
"He could and dia manipul te the law w, I cennot ond de not went

o
to. Surely yocu 9gree with rme, This is what yeur eeuntry slweys

preeches to the world..."

"Could we tels foce to face rbout it, siry C@uld’you apere ne
JUBt r few nlnuteﬂ.,. .

“The mrtter is eut f ny bnnds, r*‘Aﬁbéaamdor..."

25 - s ‘ \ - -  ."!’
ot 8 ) s - i o e 2 $ B R



& ) RN ) o
i ""Tnare ere politicﬂ¢ conaiderstlons,-qir. Questiens ef your
relations with e rneighbeur whe has net been ungenereua in ceming
te yeur,help_in the pnst wheneéver such help wes needed, # nelrhbour
whﬁ hos, by tfeaty, guuranteed the very quereignty pnd independenc
- mentiened in yeﬁr reply te our Nete., I think, sir, you would net

went fm iight¢y\to turn swey from the pattern of tranditional xmxxx%

relstiens thsl hfs existed hetween esur two countries...”
} . . > - :
< "lr. Ambassader, enly dest week twe ¢f 1y ceuntrymen were

- sentenced t- long terms ef 11.91’139@ or brem;in“ your laws}
®

res of my ceuntrymen hrve

!, #nd these twe were not exccptio%
L been arreated,.trled ond ugnutﬁsi' 1o terns ef imprisenment or heve

been fined cr heve been o from yeur country. In 2ll these

-

: . .
capes we have never cnrlQ‘ ed er questlened the rlght of your ceurt

- -3 A ( i 3 5
1 te edminis .er yeu;\;:u n your land, There is ne recerd of any

| Hetes ef prote eur Ambasssder te your Stete Lepsrtment; ne

thrests abe htly turning owsy from prtterns ef traditiensl

reletions,
¥ . "Ne threatl wes intended, ¢ir...
"One we. discerned, gir!" e 4

"Then you were in erwer, .sir becruse ne threst was intenddd."»

-~

“Whot om I suppesed te de! Reverse nyself becruse yeu soy I'm
Moses
wrong! lhis brond ef arropnnce night have n@rﬁcd vwith eld/Josnus'

~ And pleese n@tfvery cnrefully-tnat I de not like being threatened

with $os withelding of aid. Ef',\y@uﬁﬁhj te witheld it, then dc¢ so!

You're noet the only ene we cen turn to..."-/  iss | ' ' ;
"I rpeiagise fer the unfortunptexturn this canve&sstion heso

teken, sir.,"

"It has net been ef my cheesing, sir.,” .
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"Perhnpa 2 pernonal meeting:.. § o

"Ne air!™ _

" Then I'm'%j trenamit your reply t» ny gevernment?"

"Whet you %raﬁamit te your gevernment is yoeur effeirl"

?i@ur Excellency..." ,

"lixy, Ambassader! I -have nccerded yeu the courtesy of interruptin
impertent werk to anawer yeur call, Pléase pccord ne & similer
courtesy,.." - : .

“I'm concerned yith yeur intereat‘ES’e, sir, The critics of our

2id pregremme will seize en Jour’ te press for further cuts

in 2id end t*in ceuld hurt ye% ntry 08dly, Sir.e..

"That is yeur business
"About our aetuneg@anpls, Bir..."
il o suggest ye }hﬂaymmy spprerches the security autherities whe

are the peeple y cencerned with s matter of this xind...Geod
day, sir... '
"Your lency...

The telephone went dead : nd the Anbaaspder let out » single

explesive undiplemﬂtlc word which en his Counseller li;teninr in
en en extensien line, herrd
ﬁ little later liex Johnson telephened rn: the Presidenf agrqed'
to see him in t;é lete afternoen.’ |
‘When news ef the ae;entlon of the twe Americ“ns re~ched Weshinin
tmn whet asd been hltherto treﬁted as @ reutine Ceribbesn politic@l
incident becrme frent-pag é;:gtter. A oenstor Just‘returnedu&om
the troubled islend where the twe Americans were hcld teld ¢ nntion—
wide televisien pudience thet wnnt had hpppened was a communist

tekeover which hrd in fﬂct been finenced, throughi? it eid, by the

 Ami ricen government, end he cnlled fﬂr the impeschment of the Presid

\ -~ iy = = o S



It was late 9fterneani"d3 ¢ cosl 3reeze, light snd gentle, arde
the dwarf cocanmto belaw :nul<ﬂ\W1nﬁﬂh sway rhythxlc 1iy, es if
dancing.‘ He hnd turned off the aircenditiening ~nd epened the

. )
windew wide, All dey ke hrd werked.in sanirtsieeve, pering ever the

reperts*ef rerctiens toc the day's heppenings, IRzxzxmxixxxhxx

-xzxpnxthnxxxxxxxxxxxxximixxxaxknxaxxnxxxxxxxnxxkxxzxxxzxxﬂxxnnxx

RENXRIREXXIRARXREREXEXNKAIIRXIRXARS X XXX RXALX IR X REXXURE XY X ARKXRKEAX
IREXNXXAIRRARNIR XTI XINEXLRRAXXZIXRITZIXR A XPRRXXAER XX RBYXKX R X

nxthxxgxtnxaxxxuxhxxxxxzxnnfxiﬂxngxnf, ertax xRk £ x ki ne e utxX

xnxxmxxxxxxiaxnixnmxxxxzxaxnnxxx
'nntxiﬁxxxxxiﬂxﬂxnxnntxxxfhnxnnﬁh‘i?&x
XERZXEXNEXRAXRAIREXXRIUNEX xXRatyxipnyrhnxkzaxexpaeted xxrs
xhﬁcixxxnxfniinxgngxmxxnixgx
—nxnnﬁiﬁixxkxxﬁxxmunﬁx23nxﬂnnx But

xxthnxxmaxxzxx (EERRLITXRRAXX '

YanrgxRkxpxen
just vefeore the “ﬁ‘i:ﬁ of Urx Jehnsen he hed gone up to his qunrter

to shewer ond nd chenge-infe 2 ' m#freshly storched whi te

S , - 3 - »
sult, New back in his cheir, ¢leen, crisp, uaruffled,
y = 9 2 9 .

mrde himself cemforterble en the eother side ¢ the

5

- Moax Je

- 2 ¢
greast desk, - =

>

Jesirh seid: "I’tsae it you ere here becruse 1 weuldn't see
your nmen esrlier tédéy." . T

"Ié;t is yeur wrivil,u ire érosident.‘ﬁy pretest is thet yeu
snd your steff mede it‘se blatently ebvieus thet t.is wes en net
ef'diucriminrti@n egainst my peper,"

"And that's e crime, I toke 1it?" Nl )

. "No sir. I'm here becruse 1 think we understsnd esch ether.

Yeu inew whet my peper is ond whet it represents; we know whe jou

.

gre and whot you represnnt,"”
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e we're.gaipé,to be heﬁest_with esch other then I must
questien yeur 'we', Whotpre XE yaﬁr Twe 2" \ ‘

Jehnden 9éﬁgewledggd the peint with ﬁ quick~smile,

"Not the di?eot@rs or-unﬁrénclders, ne' even the editer rnd

his staff, but the paper as 2 cerperate concept with n life of its

gown, stretching beth ways in ‘time, into the pest predating sur

&

existence Bnd inte & future which will preobably rnteqéate you and

i

"Progably," Jesich Spid drily. ":% :

‘ = job i-.; 8 run ‘Lhe‘" neper,

"Your job is-te run the coun

- 1
I think you Xnew there is n¢ 2& mece of "any .ind in my ceming
to you to sey I went te ,'Evox&. 7 ‘possibility 6f » collisien through

&=

2 ¢ 3 y & -" . .
nisunderstending. For ong ng yeu are tue elect of the peeple =nd
we - Lne_bﬁper - ‘rfg\gsr'nere te play the prrt ¢f the eppesitien. .

eurselves toc tne electorete. For snother news;

we hsve not su

howeven it natever it is, 1s sur business.”

3
‘business' ycu will teke guidence from .ne one?
et even from thése whom you dé;cribe ak the elect of,the peeple?”
"We will ce-eperate rs for¥ns pessiblb, sir.”
A frint swile, bereft of humour, flitted scross Josish's fnce,

"But net teke juidﬂnee, lir., Jehnsen?"

' Fox hesiteted franctiennlly then srid: "Ne, cir,” firmly. rheﬁ,

“pfter »n few mements of silence, .he went on; "KB. President, yau

’ hpve » gpeciel reénensibility to the seciety as its hend of strte.

fhe prper has o resﬂ@ndlbllity te tne sociefy eos well, theughf it

Te subrit te guidence from snyene,
is different in kind end quﬂllty. txﬁxxxxxxxxxpnnnxhiiix;xxxxmxﬁl
even fror the sherehelders, when

| ERERARXxRyxIiuxspimsxiaxitizry 1l comes to editerini content weuld

in
be te fril/eur respensibility te the seciety.”

#”



f
3

T A ' o

Jesirh fese abruptly, pushing beck the greet chrir; The ectlisn
wes s8¢ sudden, 5o unexpected thet Max involuntﬂrlly meved hrc&, 28
sereene withdrowing frem tie pGJulbilltJ of ntteck. : ) '(

Jegisrh sriled snd it wes = penifeststien of cemplete emusement

thrt seftened the nermally bleeily Pustere fece, mode it loek

- ~

youtanful, pttrfetlve, frlevuly, che xnin"eveng -
Woywarddy, sameAmﬂrglnr¢ greg of L@x's nifid neted “thet Jesish's
é ' ~
eist had tn;c ened visltly cver thb’ﬁ'st few months,

/ 1 e

"1In %1iu jeb 1 get verJ little tl ) exereise Y Josinh -weid,

"se 1 alwpys tere = welk in, the @ at this time. e crn
D ,

finish eur lf#ttle telugwhile v

Josish led the way OutyEN nxnxknxxxttixa eleng the busy

csrridérﬂ&nd dewn the 3% the rs%tle'ﬁna clatter of typewriters

< | i

tae buzz ef the veié@\Nsp»people ot werk, cere te then frem the

odoninistres tive s \n" ever which Andy Simpsen presided in fone 3

\ :
cbsence eof ¢ St®nhepe. Dewnsteirs™thes Presidentisl security =f£

efficer of duy crme out of his little effice., It 'hed beceme
reutine for the security ren en duty te keep the tresident cempeny
en his dnily'ﬁ?lﬁ. Jesieh woved him swey with & friendly scile,

. X 7

/s

and went brisily eut of %he ueor, leeking srcller then his five

feet v x rnc dighter Then hic ene hundred rnd twenty pounds bec;gaé
of the Lcwcrin@ wnitg gient on nis heels,, »

‘hen they were Tifty yferds rcvey from tie gwtyt Buildinx Jeuish
stepped, leeked ?ac} rno- pointedd to r srell window ¢ the tep of
the building, "2 pan withfﬁ.highpswereg rifle gees up there whehever

1 go Ter o weike.o" 1hén he pointed et » couple of sthletic lecking

young men whe hod energed from toe Pglnce sru were new splitting

~

up, ‘ene geing left snd the ether right.  "lhey're sugpesed to be




ny bedyguerds ﬂﬁgilfm éure they would willingly iié& t.eir lives
— %¢ nrotect mine;”lf yeu'd been blrcx and peerly dressed snd net
> b . S p . \ e X P

the greetil edit'r of the grert poper I'm sure they weuld hove

&

seﬁrohed yea bef e uettinw you nenr me,- But becruse ycu?re you

tﬁe{ weren' t even uUinplﬁub of that bulge under your bresst pmcietl

i
-

'hd Jet my grestest d”ngér cConmus frmm pesple‘éi; you...Csue...

Fer ten ninutﬁa 1hey Jﬂl»ex in, silence 8 rough the *revt green

&

parx with ¥ vast well ‘xept lowns ﬂnd-ita magnificent irees thot

ﬁf“ -had beepgbroucht here from oll tae ¢ -*cﬂl'ef“nershaf the earth
¥ w gngd pl-nted %e here %o .crfh ate the n@ exetic ;nﬂden of treeu in
1 ; : 2 b \ »

¢ iV ‘ the C: ribbenn, ola ¢a,;3 Jashug &d nllo_wed" the Scouts and the

‘ Guide fnd'ather y@uth aigfg€£;tt§ns te use the Tar nothern end

of the gPeat prrk @s . ae&, gi tee “’I"x:a lng there wes. fnrtheat

-

away frem tie city al

N

. lushlyy =nd su10ll -eirculer helewin whet- scericd ong mess of

selid lf%

he beginﬂin; ol the climbgup 1nte the

rmeunte$ns. Alse » high reck fzee frem wanich ferms grew

» elesr sterdy stresm ef sweet woater bubbled

fortn; It h dewn 'se for centuries pad in time it nad mede for.

itseif & prth tnrt beerme a dencing rivulet tnat hed, pgain neny

- X centurled 820, $eund & hellew nenm=-persus_ piecn of land end werxzed

en it 1ill 2 wminiature leke h-~d been crerted, Mid e tosk of the
-clesr sweet woter was pe feed tie tiny lmke. A leng, leng time age,
but net so leng cempnred with the nge ef. the rivulet nnd the

> . : ' _

rinieture leke, @ fleck ef wild Jucza hed ceme ~ccidentelly upen
Litile _ =

the/lnke., '~ ‘{hey hed liked it, st"'eo Cl“iL end settied en it te

produce nany, generstiens-ef whnrt beceme Lhewn s dwee tweter. ducka,

i And becruse an errly celonisd gaﬁerner-hﬂ“ pnaclﬂimed tnese birds

e . pretected and th in;nture lske et the far aortaern end of -tne
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perk their nsturel hame;>the islenders whe mefe natﬁreally interest:
in nnimvls,'f sthered er etherwise, except'as fosd or bessts of
burden,‘develepéd an oddly gelf-conscicus pride in the Sweefwatén
duckg; 3¢ mucih so¢ thet when inupgndenCefcsme_tme Sweétwate: ducks

and tneir heme becrme pert of therdslond's cort-sf-srms, And fer

twentj‘?@;gs,.until his desth, = nember ef tae’eld'b%iliﬁnentvbef@re

the cening in eof one-pﬁfty gevernment, hed regulagly xnhixﬁ during

? ch Buduetuhebﬂte asxed aeﬂrcnlnv que:tlanb Pbout the heslith —

%

and upkeey of the ducks and the bei;:; tation of their evirenuent,

Josinh turned in the direct 1(} the mininture 1?33,‘pnd Vax

Johnsen wondered whether he ed welking all the wry there,

Unx leeked nt hi;s mtchﬁ w( TR - ans.ared Jasinh .Sﬂelnr_, hin de
& N
{

its ' The traes, her i such an eir of pesce and trrnqull:ty

8 tc m"»ke tne JWG anresl, nf*t of tllo ?ma:'la.

dasinh pe yeu unssrsisnd taere is nﬁthing PErSENe ..

in what 1"

Fox 10 quickly ot Jesiah's face =nd grunted nencermitrlly.
"dnet yeu seid bmek there rbeut yaur npoper':s respensibility te
tae society interssted ne becruse in 2 way ~ rna I ncecepi cozpletel

tiust ne ~rrogénce wns intended - ysu were au,ing thet 1 hrve o

respensibility to the seciety rs-hend sf~st9te snd yeu hsve o

respensibility te the gsciety =s editsr ef the paper, And this

A
sssunes thust the thingz cemmen te beth of us is eur respensibility
/ ) ; . - ; '
tc the society, no rntter hew different ewr ceprcidids or the
menner of sur disehsrging thi. ressensibility. !s thnt o ressonably

foir stotement ¢f sur pesitions ns you see thern®" ) - 4
| / -
T wouldn*t heve put it in these terns,”

/

e g §
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" 'nen thic is not‘wn;t you #mnted_to convey te me in t§e~affice
"Net in those terms. ;;wbs net putting nyself up ﬂs.§héring on
equel or even cérresgonhing‘rcsp@ﬁsibilitj; I thought. I mede thnt
very plnin." .'_ ' ' ‘
,"I'm ﬁ@t/trjing to'ﬁrrp~you inte 9nytbiﬂgé ‘e dobnsen,”
n,x aapkv «t r,%uft ff/gnass,‘thuu letting éeAef ﬁne‘bsrd
knot of irritotion insive him. R Pyt

e ¢ ) d ¥
"I'n net cencerned rbout beﬁinﬁ trrpped fr, President; ny mmmam

ccmce‘rn isv te stote o pesitisn cleyl@ e
"Se is mine, lir. Jdehnson; o QSE. ne: se let us try m'rin.

o
#oeuld yeu sccent it if 1 snid® n your atrtement in my; effice
when you seid thet ny jeb i run the countrj‘wna your job is te

i

- run tae p?per the inxpﬁ@m wasg = gnd indeed you s~id it ebliquel,s

in your sphere of retivity, ne metter

hew small comps

o mige, your xnxxnkiiixx primory responsuibility,

like rine, t of any _ood citigen, is to the ceeiety?"

" The iFx taought,; celmly curiocus new te discover the peint
' rencnt

ef 1t. Up = this/fmimt’ ‘e hed theught it wes irritstien,er even

seeking revenge,ever the articles he would het ellew Jesirh te g

inppire lirrshe Lee tc write. hum he iknew it wes ethHing Lere,

o
]

much big;er. And in qwite ef himself he felt csln end al pesce, :
sware of the déep* pcalu uf‘trﬁnquility the tnees,mrae @f‘tne uhrdcw
tiey cast, - (» " - A

"Yés," ;ax‘gnid remotely, nlm@ut'crrelesaly. "And'yqu are seying
I de not have the seie sense of rcap@néibility-t@ the ‘saciety that |
yeu or any ether geed citizen hrve.?rr .

e ! 56 further: I say 1t4 innooaibie. Let ne iliustrate it 2t e

very elementary level, In any canfllct;@f interests bétween this




R | 245

‘country snd the lend of 'yeur birth whe weuld cieim ysur first

— leyalty?" x

"Is the guestien resl er g%ter£ﬁcal?" L
& X . " "Rerl," & ’

§ ’ ‘
"It will depend,.." <

}“1nere yeu sre, It is i almple ) trpt...

"tht de y@ueexnoct...

"It doesn®t deeend fer me, or for these like me...'

"If I were in Britein editing 2 5B€ismish npwer"wnd "8 British.
heed of stote edsze& me the scme \ on 1 d m rRie enswers, "
k & of & dezem er se rni for the

"Ne doubt,— And jyou ueuld@
-vest nejority there will be t depends', 1 thih# you see whot
I'n drivfnrr -t. An rny‘ if\ig aenends naw»’/ when the questien

%
is puredy scedemic ifmegllis tust 1 e"n never be surn of the b"calno

of the most powe -opinien moulding ergen. in the ceuntry in eny

cénﬁlict ef ts with ene of the twe ﬁnj@r cqungrics with whem

’ -

we desl.™

n

5 "And yeu must‘bc sure of 1fﬁt breking, ‘
"Per wheat we hrve to do, lir. Jmhnsaﬁ} it is iwperstive, We
cennet os yet nfferd the kind of press yeu held ap b 8 virtue,
- For ué} fer our needs, the press pust be invelved in the struggle
te bring'inte being o cempictcly new pattern eof sacial and ecopo&icA

{

sud peliticsl relations. It rust be on instrucent ef!chenge serving\
‘the Doliticp; will, mu ch' as 1 om @n instirurent gﬁ ch?nge.éérving
- : ‘fhe peliticel will., When you sey te me 'it will aepend'ees” °dadenly
}_,* Jesiah stepped watting. Qe tilied hib nead tec leex up ot lNex
Jehnsan, then ho spreend his srms @ut palus upwerd, 1n'n cesture

gt once both nclpleds end denreC“ting. bkt B net bure 1 ern moeke yeu

.. St ’ ‘ - \' ‘_"\
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2

stens

unaer$tvnu because the state of mind end whet it mkemx frem is
X

tetelly alien te enythinb y@u er yoﬁr peovle heve experienced

é f@r centulles. fHe let his nrus drep ta his sides snd 5uru5ged

~

j ; ulightly. "Tou lnew, I cennet say it uepends' ih he way yeu

de n~nd mean wiet y@u mern., 1t dccs*n@t’dehend for re in the seme
, ; N i

N

| wog it dses fer yeu., Y@u ere nri&grily csncerned with the selvetie:
of yeur individual baul. 1 an net “thaet ’ree. Between me and your

kind of freeaem stmna /xxn terrlble wall which I end these lize
¥ re cennet clinb mxmx until we have ved u%e salvetien of o
» : recial soul, #1111 t.hen yeur cvnc&ré@t yeur 1naiv1au”l seul is
. 2 rare esnd enviabl@; luxury whic& ece nl..,e lengingly rnd ‘then
put behind mes.beecsuse in-ergon 5 ronieve/the—<int— e .L
seul yeu hove ﬁu Y ne M- £irst 1ibe _theirngis .

v

e, tnen we w De :Lndiva.aual in the sense that you ore
r

end untll we ar

l?tl@nu between white rnd celeured nust be

.counterfeit ‘n1t10n,..‘

;héj ﬁa n té a 1iitle riuiﬁg of 15@&. flere Lhe wind seened
to feund ® jifhrcughrw 5"uuégé-in the m@ﬁntﬂing.u@ he ceel-
breeze blew more sirengly threugh this ?pwt, stirring tae lecves,
nniiﬁg even the gress bend with its fﬂfﬁé. Josirh peused ence niort

fax 1it e cigsreéée ond weited, certein new ef what was ceming,

R matear T

curieus enly to see hew Jesish presented it,  Inste2d, Josith mevet
T : off egain, briskly, se thet bax hed te stretech his leng legs to v

Kree i? ul:)‘ i
"Se gecerding te yeu, sir, we rre o rule cut the vessibility:

of eny decency in metive or rectien en the pert ef eny person
unfertuns te eneugh te be bern white..."

y ; WYeu're sngry," Jesisn seid celmly; -"but net even anger
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1 justificetien for- distertien,"

"Only being Jesish," Nex sﬁnpped.

Josinh eome te on abrupt halt, consus éd by a bulden tewering
roge thet hit | Lnx uchnuan ulth/;;x 1r'lct x£ that Vg G phyulcnl in
its ferece ond vielence, ’ 1 ’

1 em the Prgsident! Understend! Tﬁe President!/Ta insﬁlt thg
Presideﬁﬁlis'te tﬁgglt tae lﬁnd, the_n?tien! Everything!"

‘S%rrtled, Nox Johnsen seid: "I BOTTY.,y S8irese Leso?

"Weuld yeu heve dene this Le Jeur Minister? Your king?"
"I" serry, olr...l theu; Aty tel<ding ren to Lrn,”

J uif‘h' encer left h:_Lm s ‘Q"l./ es it n«aa cere., |

"Yeu den't telk-msn t. gn tue rucsluent It is net on

eizht-te—feour jeb, 1 cﬁ*@ like you, ze ‘en the tewn rs o privz«té'

citizen after heurs. Wut gou imew ell thet. It is just thet you

§

crnnot 't;rke eur \tutions B8 séfiausly oy :,fcauf,,‘tr&.e yoeur own. You
- hew ancensciuusiy, thrtvyour-foreberrs were the
Eﬁstsrs here, se’%here cen be-no‘ruai huw:ility in
yeur dealinss with us pnd eur 1nutitutianb, ne reel rwe béfore our
synbels ¢f power 9nu siuthority, Which is ene ¢f thef reosens way

we heve to 8 '“ert cur @utnerlty end te insist on your shewing
.respéct." v

"Hesreeting is net the seme as crnwling,_bir." .

*I ngree with yeu., And yet eur peeple hnve been f&ught thrﬁ it
is, e hrve been mpde.té crewl, Thisiis semetninﬂ ihey ﬁnderstﬂnd'
it is segéthing tﬂéé've experienced. Lhey will eniy “know. thot they
ere truly in pewer, thnot tne.daainnnce of the mhltc skin hes been
remeved wnen_they see the wnites deoing aome'cr‘wlinD v¢o, An ugly

thevght, isn't 1t, I'n.prjing you the gompliment of being henest;

e L RPN O —— Po— P TThe it - Bod g b . - P AR -




say it i°

It is ugly.»i gen't like it. But it is resl. Witheut a2 sense of
pride in thenselves, witﬂqﬁt the cenfidence of beinéVthe mesters,
the peéple ef this dsliend will neéer bégin to meve, will never
build 5 future that is ne'ningful fer themselves end their childron.
P@Quibly the biggest bloc& e getting them meving is the sense of

rpeiel inferlarity. IThey LUJt be shown they emeunt to s much as &

whlte LBR and ner
f&»red bi”%he whi*

| that théir inﬁtifutions ere respected snd even

: ; tnnt every Jjeb in their lend is open to them.,™

You knew end unuerst?nd ail thls..¢

*Yeg, ‘nd’ 3suw§ant e black ot editer in ny place,”
"Prgferaktly bié@k im&u £new thpt's why I sgreed te

see you.," -

»

"l know new,"
upleése, M.\ ';ideﬁti‘ Y@ufu?o yéur\cf?ice_te inhibvit eng resl
rejaihder;' » men to give up 8 lifetiré'é‘wark end then jau
sonal! vhat an I suppesed te do, sir? Frll en’ your
neci! Lell you wnatsa wwnderfully patrietic man y@u ere! No sir! -
It is verg?nexsenpl te me'"- . {
"I snow it iag" meian b?id mlldly. "Tut it reallj isn't for me,
Befere Jeu cpme I woendered whether I would be rble te rake yeu under
.sfﬁﬁ ¢ RO = _ r /
"Dees it matter?" % \
"You seund bitter new, like o ﬁegra. It does becruse L like yeu
eng I don't like deing this," ‘ i
.fBuf yaﬁ de it.,"
"I hove te. And becruse you're themest henest #hle men the

owners of -the paper ever imperted.” ' . : gy
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"i goed man fzllen smeng rogues you'll be seying next,"

JG‘JiF‘:h lrughed, endéd it was hm-sh and hunourless, "1f you were

A\

@ Negre, ir. Johnsen, they weuld call yeu 2 ranting extremist fer

bein:; 890 bitterly anSrye Beirzg white, 11. is st righteous indigneti
o

. T
Perheps net a gaed xman fellen’-‘gmen thie\ms; rother, n goed man

I

trspped innthe A sase ggture. In thlo pesitisn = hundred
7o UL

er even fifty yeers 8go you .ould ht‘Ve mnde/zhx: peper serve this

~ssciﬂé‘ty.s ;fl‘%' o@s& beﬁtei‘ tmm A . Pwanty yesrs hence the

foot @f "?L"‘ -mu‘

u were born X is ;i;;ely to,

» be i: *rele"ent, once you the D %)1 ity #nd sre cermitted to the
cauntr,;. ‘eury*, the times e oL Jcin, ns seneenc seid, rnd w

=

‘rvu‘xe Yougcon de us is to let us de
things for- sur selvesv i‘ \, ‘ese n mess ef them- There is
: xn sclf;t-eamt ‘and prlde in, ag,h'*~ we are. I
e VG tell ysu that tne tac:ml :mo'ult' hurl ot cone

ol 2dl
met, t.m;*ogre.,sive race telk,are/synptens of our

wilth ti‘xem. Iadfay, the ¥

ne stier way te

den't think
whi ﬁe. on
x,lf-}m.zpect » ~ ."

"And how you vttﬂin it deesn't matter'”
"The snary extremist azein, It dees me *ter, but bec"use there
and egsy -
is no nice rud decent/way of httﬂlnin it thet meets with the
approvel of whoat you weuld c911 Ythe free werld' - which includes
- 25 = e
places iike South Africe end Pertugel end 8psin -~ does not meen

~we must de netaing,"

\ b r \
lirx sohnsen stepped under £n sncient end messive cotten tree,

esirh went on ~ few peces then stopped snd turned brek.
“ "Went tc get back?" 3 . . ’
o R

*No peint in going en," kax snid. "They were afraid of you., I
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see now they hrd re"sqn te be. :
"Vnu 'new 1t 21l v¢9n¢," Jeuiah gnid CPuQBllj. *You end 1nrth8

Loe. 1hc blg differencé is in her own way bhe is »s cenzditted ssu T

5'='- t, 2 & Y
v p

_ﬂ. ._ ! e s - =

EI‘.., g L

-

4 SR - ‘V,l ' s - X < o Y ] X
b di@n't see the iImpl fens ag clearly,” Yaox seid theughtful

ﬁf&dﬁ'ﬁﬁ '7Aa' gaqf"jiv B1 ,bé ﬁere’bccurate,"-cspivh
/ % : = 4
suggﬁéteégéiﬁea “I wanuer, wQulﬂ ;au hove given

sa@n ,the inplicatians

8/

ight abeut myrthr: She did

see the 1n9¢ics 2 ST N '?“' o ?;fr%A;; :
- > = ) ) ' S e
" Ana nades © eneice, Jofil 1&, "even 46afh u“e Kont on 4
L g - 'J 3

Aaenyin it tq herself.e

,-y ~

?ntnéggbeug;c'ﬁﬁgﬁaru the irpiicetions

crowd, Lhe rest \ 'ﬂ«é,j“: f*,',uwa ;Ghseu, 1nat1nct1vely, {het

' ultiontely
rs*tﬂe Liggs 1f‘na peoﬁl& xnn&xﬁ Anew,'witiﬂht being 9blc teo cxnlwix

how or why, nlt Jeui%h rearp onﬁ@d ﬁope for thedir 1nt@reats.

-y
-

hriefly, they nzd,ac 1evéd the n*rmeny of men explarlnw £n 1den.

vGN.'bUdl"n felt pcx.John *rewnneld and withdr"un ence nore,
Jeoslrh, srids "If y@u or mnyene else ceula show re some way of

Going unrt hoes ts be dane without upsetting the weréntnté'or tiae

.- Joreilsn 1nvcsters ‘or those wno belleve in Jeur brend ¢f free psress

rae {ree spéech or the ;ree ertarpriuers er even, ulticotely, Ly
te Eeve
wh pecple wae hove been corruoteu inte upntinm/their ceige rnd eet

iu thhgut Oﬂjlnb for 1t 1 sinll be gled te toi¢av thet WBJ. *he
e A
“trouble ls-there is no ensy way." . He meade o Wiaexaxx w1th both sTHE
teking in the hills behind theri,- "All tnis'¢nn ;eed us end.ﬂrovide
g = o \ . - 5 > : & -
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"Wey I go now," X .

| E P
"You ray but you'll have teo wal with me to lne deor otnerwise
the security peeple might be concerned snd 1 don't went it to seen

thet we esre prriing in anger. Lhey. might turn en you if someone

else were to do eawoy w:}.tn me '"fter we'd been seen to pert in nng,er.‘

Jesian led the w'zy, dF‘.leeI’:_ Lely <3t o.L.Lin BleW.LJ. i .vhen you cone -

-

'te write tns*b d‘nevitab}.e autn@rltative beek of yours on hew 8

’-%‘Js‘

dlenator a1p g?no to n u*rlbbenn island 1l hope you w111 renenber
tie eauence of wh t we Telked nbaut t‘%:’aay...

ihe ‘polioen?en ) uuty sp.mt;eﬁ\@tly. JOul"‘n pous sed et the
grent deers rud turned “to llax

"When do yeu lenve?® % :

Meox t“rea stenily @. desisu noddeu sligatiy. %

"I gnow how you e_;, end I npalaﬂlae. .I. he;ve felt like thet

\ and enel: time -the hurt wes frsa and new, I

feel.it."'. s _ > = . 1
siender brown nend, A ﬁqgish'expressien'shcwed
briefly in Lex JohnSon's eyes then he'teoh the Fredident's hend _
H%P pent over it in » slizht @quuré‘ef respect snd let of i%,
“"Geodbye, Mr. Johnsen," Jesisn seid, o 5
;sx'Jehnson said: “Er, 0r351dent", nodded egaihAanu éwung’an’
his néels, end walsed brlahly SURY. ' |
»aﬁiru watcned until Mox Jqégson unfil he get.inte his cer end

dreve off, fonen he elinbed the steirs te his effice. Y'eung‘Andx‘-ew

’ -
"know semetiting, Andy," the Prétmue'zt sepid. " 1 just sent sway
f - 7%

g men whe coulé be very useful te u"s;, gend 1 sent nir nyiay experienc:
prebebly fer tue first time in kis: .Llfe, the «indé of emotions thet

we grew up wn.th. dIt's net pretiy.", ' : -
Siroson nedded kmowingly oand Seid notaing.
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For en heur snd a half the President snd: the Presidentiel

Secretary worked steesdily et the State Papers. “While they werked =

‘ people chme ond went, experts clerifying peints of constitutional ;

lew, Linisterd of government. suumoned to sunply essentiel plGOBB

- of inf rmatlan. The lest toc ceme xxnxxxxxxx were the ulrcctcr of

Public PrQSecutiens, the heﬁd of the militﬁry snd the head of the

-

secarlty forces. xith these threem the Pr931dert worked out @
pnttern fer dePling with the fourteen men under Hetentlon.

It " wes de01ded that- those who W tiVes of the islend would .
be put en trini-first, beginning‘;l eld Freeways. The strengest

cese of £#1l1 wes to e built-u nst him. 1he Public Prosecutor

°.

gevernment. Freeweys wo

wWES tc_dem@nd the_dentﬁ y for CcnupiIPCJ to overthrow the
&he tried on hm own., The head of

security. reper ted o NS of’tne\local businessmeq under detention
hed indicrted \i“llingnessv te turn en their fellew ponspirator»s
« It wos decided that these would be used te help
g ; ; i
Freeways wes over end dene with would the others be put.on trial;
first the notives, és e group; then the Eurcpeans; ﬁnd'finéllyy
the two Asericens. ' :

"Never furget for srmoment * Jesish concludéd, "thet prinérily
this is @ pOllthBl triwl with very clearly deflned ains. leat,'
it w111 assert our autnority in the land unmigtakeably for sll/xhz

eneries
nxxxd to see, those et heme end tnoae«abroad, #nd_there will be'ne

. mere p}cts end conspiracies. Secend, it will meke plein te all

!

investors, fereignugnd local,'that this is 2 bresk with our neo-

celenialist pest-end thet ixxxigx”capital,vforeign eor local, will
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:idea ef e cvrefully’aelécted arned peaple'ﬁ'@ilitia.v

no lén?er'be oermifted te manipulete peliticsl povwer #&n this 1and,

The grest poewers will "et aur reasege toe, ~nd 1t/;ill be up t@
them to decide whpt tney will: de sbout it, Ihird, 9nu ‘most inportﬂnh
of #l1l, thlb trial must ma&e eleor to the oecple in the hills end .
in the villeges and in the fleldb end tne little shecks thet this
is their gevernment exercising their power &n tnexr,behalf. ”hey
éust see this ffial ss‘fhé.ﬁésertian of their interests, the
int@re ta ef the aowntrauden\"nd the: dlSpOuSESbed end the blﬂcn,
Pxninst the interests “of the rich =nd Tk pomerfui and. the feir,

|

If the trisl qch..leves these aims’i 1 be austifled it will

represent o thenty-year leap *q- ~in the struggle to implent
the idea of resl independe eif!e will then be eble to ®kx put .

struggle te crerte econonic independen

ti trisl becomes the peintless act of

nost efeur energies i

Fail in these sims o

is ¢11 I hav Ny 5ent1eﬂén. Yuch will depend en yeur hendling
cel terms it must be sbove -criticism."

- e "“3;,

It wes ifen, under the inspirstien ef Josish's clesr visioen ef

the pims of the triel, thst the chief of security conceived the

=

Josich liked the idem snd sent the three men ewey to work.out

-the detsils,

=

—

At lest the President snd the Acting Presidentisl Secretary  ~

_were alene, The dey wes ever, night hed fellen snd the 2dministrativ

P

effices were dark snd deserted. Only o skeleton night $taff wes en
duty: four young cadets, twe drinking coffee rnd playing eards in
the stegf centeen, whlle thc ‘e'ther two s¢ept foz four heurs. Then

N
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|

it would be the - turn of the card pleyers t@ zo te sleep and the

sleepers te drlnﬁ ceffee and pl@y c"ras./ oenetines the cadets
night telephene cells™
en/duty hﬂo to deal with o ampx'i.alnb volure of/ﬁkainnx from

“censuler . ené erbnuaj and bevernrent o;ficea‘;rum ouher cauntries'

i ﬂ’!‘
where it wes not night. MNostly tuese were routlne rotters thot

the crdets cculﬁ hﬂnéle *hen;eiv9 @cceulmnrlly"p cell from seme
forevey plece wes uufflcienuly 1nndrt nt to werrent the mkuing
ef tue E&esidentiﬁl uecretﬁry, ‘more rerely, once or twice, P
erll hod been 50 1mporﬁ¢;t that the‘f‘ES!dentlpl oecret ry hed
@weliene.d ‘the Presilent hlm::el ﬁ\@ln.‘u, ,tne yaung men spent .
the” leng hauxs of \the nlbht cnrdg Pnd drlnkin% coffee.
’erledfcwlly they were join " the 8ecurity - officer en duty, -
uenetimes they went eu%@m grest doors for fresh gir and a

smeke under the stpgg\\?p cnsusl canversption wlth the two palice-
t \iuty cutside the Palsce doers. :

men #lweys on :
e “at all
kitchen nigiht man, whe W”‘vun c“ll XHxnn;;ix

steff livea in e clubter of @utbulldlnps behlnﬂ
tne Pﬁlace snd, dixe all tue workerssin the land, were unienlued
and woérked o f@gﬁy—feur‘hcur weeks These wk&’wer ed lote when
the Pfesigent enfertéined&receivé}\time off to ensure thet the&
did net exceed the-stptutery ;eﬁgth of tbe‘wafk week.

. Newy with tie d@y ended, the.pnttérn ef theﬁnightiy»reﬁtine

cene intn nlay in the qTe(t Pelece. In’ the doys of eld leses Jeshue

,two dinner narties 7 weex hnd been x:xt&ax canren, there hrd been- -

e grend ball un.ence‘every three menths on en averagé; and there

~ ‘had been.ipnu&erablj4¢ochtail perties, receptieﬁs cnd steg: perties

where the eld Presidenﬁ'@nd his crenies end faveurites of the
mement of drank predigieusly. With Jesish 21l thet h$d ended.-There
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he@& been his inaugursl reception snd ball snd nothing fermel and
efficial since. \Periodically smell groups of keyhpprty pecple
fren the ceuntry areas crie to the Pvlace to dine gquietly with the
President. The Pre51dent ixﬁxmnxhxnfxxxxxkxxxn used these smell
infermel dinners te keep hlngelf inferned ef the moed end preblens

ALATAIS
of tne country as seen threugh the eyes of onrty workers on the

-~

snet. Te also used tnem “te send beekx to the prrty, and the country,
; L ) g ‘ . : o
explenatiens of pelicies ond idess for future rection. At Athese

perties the President asked questionsgmsposed problems, £nd speke

‘wore frankly obout the fhingu tngt
did te the natien 2t lirrge. ‘Ke the press ner the mercentile
cormunity had ever been pblc&t any informatien of pi‘ecisely

whet wes discussed. st hese dinners. All they knew we. that
thxxxnxxxixxianxxx ;giﬁ ohd the nnss of the people of the

N

d understandingv streng snd susteining-os the

ceuntry seemed 13}

of cnmmunitpti

birth befo e cord is cuts

Jesiq@ end young Simpisen finished their werk, Josish leoked
at the des« clack. It showed thet the guests te his smell dinner
narty tonig nt wouid errive in two hour 8 time., For this pértiéulpr‘

perty he did not went enyone connected with the government to be

present, There were metters he would net discuss in the’ préence
[ S

~of the mest loyelly committé€d of the Presidentisl staff - and he

hed made sure tnat only people conmitted to hin. perscnally were

now on the Presidentinl steff, -

' +*

He seid, cesuslly, without looking 2t young Slmpsen, "Teonight's

llttle gftnerins ds very' bDGCiFl. What have you get on?®

2 S |
5 f
. '-.’nﬁ

SO TR AT . -
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end to his private suite. For the President qinpsen/xngxxxﬁ the
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"I'd arrenged to'dine with the Wrights but..."”

"I want you te go," Josith cut in, "Its impertent. And let
M

the President of tahe Supreme Court know whaf?§n ry mind snd the

‘aims of the trisl,"

"He's = verf\diffieult men, sir, when it cemes te}pending cepses,
"I know but you tell him ®ll the seme." Josish rese, stretich ed
Pndrwalked te the epen window, 1 j
Just about ten yesrs between us,” Simpsen theught with 2 touch
ef wender, Aloud, h: seid:"I think 1tcis,come huch better frem you."
"Your Jjob is te epen the deef I wont him to have time
to think before 1 talk to him e hlnself Josiah seid: He doesn't
usuelly hesiteoted llhc tnlbﬁ t deing ny bidding, "Yeu think I'm
wroeng?" Josish turned ok at tue Jounger men's feace,
_Andy's wide, opéa\esyie disermed him cempletely.

ittle scered of the old msn, sir." <

"Pruth is I

A ’lﬂsh r shewed on Josiah's face, making it soft and
9ttrncti knew, He'll heve to be prepered theugh.,"

*T will do it." -

g 4 meen reslly pregereq/togdo things'our way; bub thet's my ~
job snd I expect him to be difficult." ' :

"Hew much de 1 tell him?" ‘

"Everytning we discussed sbout the trial.a.D'you hrve time for
o

Simpseon noaded and the President led . the way out ef the office;
prepered '
]

St

ususl very week rum end weter; fer hiraelf he mixed e stiff scetech %
apd soda, Drink in hand, Josish prowleu silently, aimlessly about i
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X

thé eustere roonm, touching a'piece Qf furniture here, a beok
there, oll unseeingly., Simpson cressed the room to the window

end looked out on the night, then brck 2t the President, |,

o

"Things sre going to heppen very fest now, Andy," Simpson

knew, fiem other times, that Jesish wes really speaking for his

~ own .
own btenefit, te externalised end se visualise his/theughts more

these heppenings

cleerly, se Simpsen held his pesce. "ﬁu/we éentrel/xhnx-nsw,
menage‘tnem nsw,'ridé'them iq eug‘directian new, we will make &
sreat forwérd leap in the histery of ‘;é>ceuntry. The th{hg te
uﬁderstand, Andy, is thet our p%i:§‘ 've been historically

cenditiened te subnit slmest

provided that autheority showG‘ arlyvsnd simply end unmistakesbly

y/'duly censtituted' authority

thet it is streng end v.’—l\ t hesitete to use its stremeth. In our

context & shew of Sf;ﬁgs)h is ¢ véryggood.thing and y@d cen never

overde » good thimgW The people have seen me use it to,get the
they e€ me use it 4 . 5 ;
Presidency;/AfmcinsY ry peliticel enenies inside the party; esein

the merch@&ts,)where the Iseacscrewd were most useful te me for
2 : 1 g ; =

ressens of their own; in my dealings with the eivil service, end

especieslly ih_the cellisien with Stenhepe, New, in order to mske
then work for the goed of the nation, in erder for then te accept
' \ /

direction of labou®, compulseory shiftinZ of papulatiens,;cohtréls

end texes on wages, there xx must be @ series of more striking

and imppresive shews of strength:&maxxnxiiiEXanzxximp#xnzxxhxxiixx

"Not ~geinst the people, though," Simpsen said quietly.
: i

"Noet unless we have te," Josish seid.

"Does: Freeways have to die?" Simpsen asked,

~

things unfeld." w

"I don't knew," Josish seid. "I hope not. It will depend on how
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"But why cell fcr/his lite, sir, ‘le's net that importent,”

"Symbolicelly he is, Andy.ﬁ Josiah stepped clese toe Simpsen
end leexed sesrchingly into his face. "Symbelicelly it ﬁeqld also -
be impertant for me, the block President of 2 blnck country te
decide, as &an actlef rercy, te spere the life of o descendant of
2 sleve owner.," Suddenly his féco seftened, He feached up end
rested Wis“small brown hand on Simpsen's sheulder. ”And&, don't
you buy tﬁe‘fictien of Josieh as =& blac%ifirsty bleck dictater
in the :oxing," ' . o

- "0f course net!"™ Simpsen s?i&q\ckly, ‘fiepcely.

"There are no easy ways, Yy ne simple, painless selutiens
to our probiems. I don'z@ ending;;—v?i(nxwell Johnsen sway or
putting old E‘ééeways@ul, ér_driving certein types of investoers

n

y away. But you .kneg

\'g mvdeing’it, Andy. You were in it when we
bezen our secre\ emeﬁtlinside eldlEqses Joshua's perty. Ve knew -
then'tnqrg\is:i‘ v eaéy ways, Now we are in pewerﬂ; and we have to
ect eut the so easy wéys." |

"1 know, sir!" Simpson said.

"But its hard, heh?" gy o e

"A% timeé, yes." ; |

;At those times, Andy, Jjust askiyéuréelf'what its like for me,"”

He turnéd end welxed away then. And te Simpsen, se much toller,
exd brotder, he leecked very sméll‘suddenly, wéighed down but the
burdens of siste he cerried so ably that he seemed to do it witheut
str?in er éffort. We sdﬂ}imes forget he is es humsn, as subject
to hurt eﬁdsdepressien asrﬁe ore,. . |

- "I'm sorry, sir," Simpsen murmtredl

\ \ ; - j ; ' i
Josish sriled wsrmly at Qim ecross, the room. "Time for you ti;ﬂ%i

Sl — - e i 3 kel il MO i ) 8 do-s e
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~TWO~- el e X
'Ihey lay side by side, naked, the tall hendsome blsck boy end
: the.sfétuesquely ‘berutiful bleck girl., The.song of the surf we s
the ohlj sound in the moonlit world. And becsuse they were on @
. privete feficed~in bench they ley refbxed, unafreid of intruders
_or the night prowlers who preyed on lovers on lonely benches.
Besides, they were en hour's.drive out"f the city end the night
prowlers opersted ot publie besaches LHOh nesrer tue city.

it pll. It hod not reen whet he

The boy wes mute with wonder { tnhe unexpectedness of
@tended ihey had been here,

on this besch, meny times in duat the two of them ss this
evening, end nothing hadgl zed. But unexpectedly, surprisingly
* cr ' :

~end in o me&nner thatkuz?\k not now recall, he nﬂd neade love to .

her snd discovere i evwed disvay, thot it wes the first time
for her., GShe d-\bn him in quietly,-es & nothev .suckllnT e,
baby 8§Vﬁéf t end finding ;ulfllment 1n the very hurt of the
cet. e tReuzlit’ she ‘hed wept e little but he could not be sure of
enything except that it hws d been theifirst tine for her ond the
strenge feelings of guilt and ewe this fret had evoxea. Jou would
not believe if, with the vrgj arny of edmirers slweys pround her,
wit@ tne'whirlAOf'psrtieq_and'dances she attended, snd especially
after you'd experienced thé compe tence with which she necked and
~petted snd the crsual'assuranCe with which he hed jdined in any
discussion of sex ﬁnen it ~rose; 4 : e PN

| Eftervards taey hod gone 1nto'the werm see to wash ewey the

blooa oend then they hed lain on the beach for » long time, her left

hsnd in his right, =and ne had found nimself_bereft of speech, like
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a men struck dumb. e 1V - , . -

ohe ofld; softly, breeking the lon | silence: "I'm sofry it wes
850 Lessy."

"Oh God!" he exploded, a’ﬁute bursting into sound for the first
tine. g 1 didn't know! I didndt «mow!" .
"Would it have ﬁwde any differeﬁce??
"Yes! Nog 1 den't inow! Yes! 1 would heve married you first!”

=

“I hoped you'd say that.™ ,

"Why didn*'t you tell me?"
"It might heve frightened ym&
"But 1 love you,"

"You never seid it & thoughb I ves just enother of your

detes," _ %

"And s$ill yo e\l
O

essing mﬂterncl sound.

She laughed

"Virgini W't 28 importent to women os it is to men., We're
not mv‘fp"c ed by firsts es you are." , '

Rt i in "But you sre - were — " : o

"I wesn't ‘seving myself for you or anybody elge, Andy dear. :

i

Just never wented to moke love 1o 9nybody before. Tonight I did."

He turned-on his.blde and propped hlnself up. on one elbow snd
‘tried to look into her eyes., : «

"So it is/ just my. luC& thet I am with you tonight, It could hnve.
been boreoneé elsesss"

She lesughed Pgain, #t hin ‘this time, with a gentile hlnt of mocﬂer

"No, my desr, I"ﬂnted you, ﬁndy Simpson, perbonrlly, No one else

would heve done, Now preen yourself.™ - .

A . A : ]
" '4.' i~ » = 7 ¥ o » -y i h,
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'hpnd in hend.

\ e < e
e B T
He gothered her to him then, in ¢ flood ef tender feeling
thet soon trensmuted itself dinto @ wave of pession. /Then they
msde love once more. And for the womsn, this tine, thé glowing
purity of the p9351on w1pea out the xxtiixx renory of the esarlier
pein snd nade their loving s thing of bloriou 13 bubhling Joy.
Afterwards- they lay #s they hed done vefore, on their becks,

4e uaid, voice ch%rﬂad with coxpu151v¢ prbsion. "I +ove you, s
! A @ A
She turned only her head S0 Q e lry loo::.inq, et him insteed
i

ily: *Io I s blﬂck.but conely

b.ye deuzhters of Jeruse@ the tents of Keder, es the curteins

of the sterlit sky. She quote

*
of Solomon,"

7o Sir‘ " 5

He s2id, ﬁryiqqazi\gﬂﬁnd busihesalike: "Will you marry me?"

-"N¢w 4 [¢) .why the President cerlls jou}'Young Andy'; All
ideslism andlhighmindedness.“. : 3 .

"Nons ense' You're rich, you're besutiful, marrie e to you reises
my sociel status immeaaurably," he” he51tated trying to control

the note of rising passion. "You ueke love 8% no other woman Itve

.

 knowne..e" : ki

“And you've known meny," she mocked, but tendexly.
"A few," he seid, "Will you°" ‘
"Merriage ib for ever, desr Andy; a thlnu thrt\muat outlnst

the pession of sex. IV must still be thereAwnen Ly woist is as wide

s my hips and my bressts ere segging begs from feeding meny beBes,

X o
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Sy \

In my ?ruiiy we grow big ond fat aﬁd shapeless rs we nge; you've
seen 1t in my nother snd my sunts and my other relntive, And 1
rdore my neet end trin fether for still beln eble tg penetirste
nenéds folds Qf Xx: fot end flesh snd still sed Qe repl WOIi®n .
FPor hir she 1s still the seme trim y@ung woren he possessed these
neny yerrs g2go. Thet 13 now I went it to be when I'm 0ld and ugly.”

"You'll never be."-“ ‘

T will." <

"For the lnst time: willlyou mrrryt%ff“

~ "Derr, dear Andy; young Andya.f(ii’you whet: when you ere ready

to frece the fect of ny growing o& d shrpeless, ond you still
went to merry me, I'1l be r end willing."

"I'%r. reedy now! uont- <<§ﬁnderst“nd' I know whet's happened to
re tonlghu. 1is qll WV 11 to ¥ young Andy' re but I've had
ex;eriehces with :r women; I've slept hith other women, I!veihéd

ev befcecre:
; ﬁyueif in lovef end I know thet this is ‘for

good, I d*dn' t to mnke love to‘you. Don't you wunderstend \7
whot's happe to me!”
“You've fellen in love,"” she spid gently, celnly, es'e qofﬁer
to pnvonly child or e tercher toc » favourite puéil. "You mede love
to ne = mrinly becruse I wented you to. You discovered thPtVI'wés
whvt’you-would enll 'untouched', that no-one elsé'hrd known me.
Perh?ps it wes the first time this hed‘happened to you. - "
"It ween't" he insisted. ' :
"Allfight. Sliil, this diséovery toﬁ;:héd thet strong stresk
of iderlism in you, thet impulsé to nobility of.thought snd mction,
ind so you're in love, clesnly, purely, iderlistienlly. But wmerriege

is not 211 moonlight snd singing surf snd white sand beeches end
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-it would be unwise to meke cornmitments thatvmust irst e\lifetine

on just this.,"
"If telling you 1 love ybu is nct enough, whet iust I do? Enter

into o legal controct sweering tiet I will do so for the rest of my

life?" Sl L
"You're getting sngry now, Aindg, =nd that doésn't‘help. Karriege
is precisely such = legal contrect. #ll I'nm seying is let us not

s inte
ente ',sucn & epntrsct on “the brsis of one sexusl exoerlence, no

motter how woncerful. xouvnlght cone .gret it oand being you =

higbminded end 81l thet - you night‘izind a ll;etinc d01ng jour

duty end silently regretting iEE“E? poused for & long time then,

» o
#s crsuelly es she knew how,ﬁ wadeds "And thet would bresk my
- ’ ¥

" heert, ny dear," * .
| ‘newly born

Sﬁddenly, in spiﬂi&:}>§ud btecruse of xnx ni d/JpLCl"L feellng

for Y¥one Wrizght, QN‘SW Simpson serw end understood the nood and

faeiing end “ehihd hef WUrdﬂ. 1Somethin oi the undegcurrent §
of trenguidit 't wes a pert of her mood crept into him,
, Huietly. "I'11 weit 111 you rre resdy.,” .

"Its re@lly till I'n sure you're reedy;"'

“Every night before I go to sleep I'll imesgine you ns.old end
es ugly es possibly, and ;wﬁplly'fat;fﬂow-will you.Ehoﬁ whggngnﬂ
repdy?® - ' E ' 2} £, #;

"And you'll merry me tﬁen?" ¥

; "If you esk-keé"

"You imow I rerl;y do love you. I nust heve done for o léng tine.
It isn*t Jubﬁ Sex, though reking love to~you brought it out."

She reised herself end lecned over him, end now he could just

|

see the bo'rxle of her eyes. ohe klased hin iightly on tue forehead.y

> x £ v )
b o A o ? » - e . =
il ol B e S i enNOT o ot e L N o R S e B Ty e



/ witn 2 drlvinw impulse toward noble deedb.

"I love you too,"” she srid lightly: “very much and very much

end v@rj ruch,"” Then she durped up llbhtly, nrpnpeh 2 large towel .

sbout her body snd welked rwry from the besch ta the lltt¢e ;emily

bercl cottoge nestling emons tne,awarf coconuts on sloplng lend
B \ \ _

e hundred yardsrbpcx. . :

oinpgon utﬁyed on the be ch until ne tgagbhu she had hrd enough

s

time  to shower snd chﬁn ¢ end put on her Lvueup, "“then, he wrapped

his towell sbout his nsked body and mede his wey to the cottege.

N, -.“E i . 2
She wes on the littie veresnds, dress‘ﬁ&,combing her heir. He went
4in, shoﬁered, dreosed mlxea £ C T‘E:ﬁfdrinxs, turned down the-

s o 5 lprna, pnd c"rrled the d 1% ut. ‘
She wes humming softly elf, r'wdg.etlnU o mood of quiet'

contentrent -that mad kﬁq\f?b = veqy good., e geve her one drink

end touched her gles Ngijpwm his,.

’gxﬁ to rememben erch~aetail'of this nivht so0 thet

I cen tell deughter on the night when siie comes of sge.

ind I wil®, sa he wés one of the mosthtriking‘yqu-men of the dey

i spite of his hﬂnble-cri*insi tnll Pnd hendsore =nd clever ond

He sld. " And you w1ll edd that he lnved you - loves you,"

4

T willa"

£ S IS

fhere wes @ long streteh of silence. Ahd in it they watched o

- shooting ster sirerk escross the heeven ond being young, made wishes;

and lsitened to tne‘dist@nt, unending sony cf the gehtle surf.

At lost, reluctently, he broke the silence.
: \ > ,
"Something 1 should heve se2id to your frther 21 dinner this.-

evening,"”
¥ [ J . /,-‘
"I felt there wes something on your mind. Importent?" : 2

N .
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. “know,"

Simpson 'no fTurther. .

. "About the coming triesls. Something the President wsnts him to

-

j “‘fou crn—still ‘db s I 5 :})ﬁddy r?rély goes'tp bed bei‘cré midnight ,
A1l this z{psa;:i.on‘s got me into & druégeci- BXxtr ond desperla tély :
hungr,y‘s't/;nte ‘80 I';fd be gledeto get ‘ostrc;:_,' hove = sneck end £o to
bed." Sh_é hesi teted o while then went omn: "Drddy's ‘no‘t hs.';;py

ebout these errests so 1l nope you don't nsve te do anything thet

2 - * - 2 :
will make him more unhappy." =
' . »

WEL LS :some*hing tae rresident ,zmx%ﬁ.ﬁg to know." )
And hevimg zrown up in e aomg, wh he heed of* the femily

was privy to strie secreils snd t&uad to neke greove decisions
. ya . \ | - ¢

thot af:‘fec#eq life anddeset@ wright questioned Andrew

They finighed thv k, locked up the little cottrge, pushed
- e \ v = . -~ LA . { g :
the key under The Qoor WL the shrck of- the old slieeping watchmeng, -

s end took the-.corsft¥rosd -beck to Mosesville.
" 3

free of trnffied, end the btright moon, high in

got into Sinps

G,
‘The roasd

the tky nowiaftde it slmost clesr #s day. lonp Yright nestled

rgeinst Andrew Simpson £s lhey sped throush the besutiful night.
‘ * \ i § £ a ~ “~

o

-

lir. dustice iright wos & smallish mengfive foot seven, with

e trim #nd delicmte eir sbout him. Nis hends, feet, frce., nose,.

eyes,/em':j, mouth, were 2ll surll #nd so his body slwsys looked

lerger then it ro2lly wos. His fece, aimest jet blrek, showed hone

‘of the .strength nis sdverssries itnew he had. Me wes-sixty-six,

smooth of feece, with £ thiec., well-groomed mop of sinky arey deir.,

o ”

In repose there wes en sir of ssdness sbout him rnd only tae wintery
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vetnegs of his eyes utinted ot the "boredome of rge withh the business

X - of living. ol " | | %
xie Judge looused ué'ru ‘onr knocked ond 6péneq the dcér. Then
he se#w the young~nr§ withker cnd roge awiling ;clite;y. 3he'crossed
. the booklined rq&n/xLJ’innnod down r littie to eubreée end kiss her
\ fether. e held her off rnd ;nn;ed ot her }vcw,‘n=vre of “some 3
| ) ‘sub:ie cn"nég in his deu htuf: e ; |
? _ = . a
o "You're home errliy." 'liu voice wesg surprisndiy agep. )
1 "o wentd to the cottege,” onélﬂ . 'snd hed ¢ swin,"
M _ ; TS .
"1 'esked ner to mrrry re," 4:; 2id, still nesr the door,
v g -
"I see,” tue judge n.rrurdl
- _Apéd 1t seeméu to the jéung seople thet he knew what hed
N . . = -
trenspirec a8t thg_berch~\‘t tae. grew self-conscious,
"ie're an5raed-::x ecretly, dsddy aéer, I den't went it -nown
yet,' | ! . " 3
b ~,. 5 hy’? " '\ p =
She heMtifed for » few seconds, seenirgily unwilling to sy, -the
© she burst out: "1 weni him to heve o cqnnca to ke sbsclutely sure."
;_ "1 an," ﬁne young cut'in. "1 .em abéolutely sure7” |
‘ " He- idealises, Drddy." ., :
"I see." Ue pstted lis deughter's cnged then ne turned his
eyes on the young men end sniled benignedly, "This cslls for ¢ °
drink," He went to a sn;llrliquor‘cabinet in r corner of the room
- poured thfee touecnes of brendy- into three tiny anifﬁers ~nd hended -
' two to the young people. fhe third he reised in ¢ silent toest. :
% "Yo ’ll tell your mother, . of cdurse," he murrured. .
ﬁ “Cf course...Prddy,  theve 'g' sorething elue, lnoy nou CoEmm.

N ~N

- e
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¢ message for you; something privete, so I'll go mnd find myself

g snack, indybody else interested?" Sno hed moved towarus tuie door

while speriing: now ssh slipped out rnd shut the gocr tehina aer,
\.iﬁﬂ nong golng fhe xzEx =1t csphere of the room bee-ne cold
snd impersonrl es a juégefd chembers, The judge returned to his
aesk and»notioned»Si;psoh into # chsir nesr it, He igrncd baclk,
imxnksxeixkreibowB on the afnreat of his- %~1r, thunb fj@inst.thuﬁb
with the reStAOf}hiu fingers intertwined meking ¢ canopy of his hend
He weited, herd slightly cocked,. eyes rehing, plert.
Andrew Sinpson told hin of JOﬁi‘E:r swamoning of fhe‘herds of
&; rity f'o'rc‘e_»-.r::.a of what hed
ﬂtion of tx;e eins of the trial,

the militery, the police nnd t

trnndplred and of Josieh's

#h hod to work out some difficult préblem.

Judge's thinking weg over., He looked curiously et

Simpson,
. "The President wust be very sure, of hinself," \

e

"He works out things very errefully, sir.”

"And letting me know whet's on his mind is pert of this working

\

- *"Yes sir,"
,"Did ne teil Jou when he will spesk to me himself?"
"No sir., But I think it will be séon. He's snxious to get this
over with,"” . | |
"ind wart of you, young men? 1 heer he trusts you completely."

"l don't understend you, sir."
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"Don't these things bother you? Thé menipuletion of the police
‘ond the eivil service? The ﬁttempt to mpnipulate the 1rw? Do you

reelly tnin& the lew should enter” into thld ccnsnwrrcv agoinst

-,
#

Fréeways,for daring to oppose Josiah?" TN )

"lle's zhe Pr&sidenf, alr,* = '

"You don't need to tesch re ithrt yoﬁng, LENn, Lne.question'isiv
don't these' things botﬁer you?" . - g

"Of course they»do!h Simpson prused to bring his rising praion
under contrel.. "Of course trey do, Sii%a’ Waen :‘._;‘ the'hgmger and
homelessness end misersble rpqyrert" g is the lot of most of our
peoﬁle. I om bothered by the @ thet something like ninety pei‘
cent of our populstion is bﬁci' nd softer helf 2 century of

independence the werlth’ e nrtion is still concentrested in the

hends of the ten per;awefﬂho rre not. 1 know the poor in 21l nrtions

.

come from the s in thos#n#tions so the £oces of the poor
!

will be the our ©s tle fr es of the majority; but the iﬁcés

of the. . rify woPld te thet seme colour, on¢ se would be the frces

of ‘the powerful sme tne infiuventiel. It is not so here, sir, ’nd

I em bothered by that too, sir.”

"Fust 1 now wrtch ydﬁr/demmﬂrption to siow 1 too am concerned,”
' /

"No. air."

"For thet et lesst, tasni you." | : : -

"1 know the fresident is bothered, -too, sir. Fe expressed it to
‘me toaay." ’

"Allriszht, young man, so we're 81l concerned. Tov does this
Justify whet ine President nroﬂOQes?"_ [ Ry

"Te will tell you, sir: asuch tetter thon 1 cen,”

“I would still like 1o hesr whet you sey,"
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The young man wes elert =nd intent now, en sdvoeste plerding
his cnseibeferé the great judge; he chose his words with cere and
used ell his body -~ hends, eyes, hqﬁd, motion - to dremotise his

prosentation. Wetching him, ir. Justice Wright thought: HYe would
Yo s

have domie well =t the Bar.

"This is en unjust society,sir; ﬂﬁrsh and cruel!to the majority
of its oconleg You ielk sbout thipﬁlﬂting the police rud the
eivil service ond € e irw, ornd you imply it is something new thot
President dosish is insugurerting. but‘ié,uu>"lwpyu been so, sir,
The police ~nd the civil service" e .law have been nanipulsted
first to run tne slrve stste,‘ %& to run the colonirl stéte, ‘then
to run- the independent sthté‘igk,h.wsé nended over not to the mess

¢

£ the people but to tne@andan% of. the sleve owners snd the
heirs of ‘the coloniwiNNeﬂﬁm. Is it such » crime then for us now

to menipulste L@etaﬁgce ena the eivil serwice rnd the low in the

interest of e jority of the people?”

'yo r point, young Lang 'the,prst hrs been unjust end .
Xl - ' J o -

cruel end evil, Does this now Jjustify/%xx® counter cruelty end

¥

"I tof

injustice?"

"Th=t is not our puppose, sir, ALl ve went ¢ dc is break out

of this siturtion. It »ms the resistence of ihe mereentile comnunity

'tart compelled the President*s strons economic mersures, It “rs in

crder to prevent s f;ight of cspitel thzt fdirced him %o freeie
asgete; the ;pssivé lrnd-hunger th~1 forced our netiofirlisstion ‘
neesures, It weg - " '

"Yes, young ﬁan,—l‘ll concede you coan meke éﬁoverwﬂeining conse

for the evils of tne pest, for the greed #nd selfisnness of the
werlthy snd for the reossive inequelities of our society. Whet I'm

1



~

y oy # % ’
esking is whe ther you personelly sre preporéd to mepipulete the
police and the eivil service end the lew t chsnge this ‘situstion.

You've ms<ed me just now whether it would be such & crime to do

" “this in ‘he interest of the m- jority of the people. Would you rnswer

trst‘question yourself," The judge lesned brck sncd weited.
"Yes, sir, I*11 nnsWeré i don'f think i% is o crime ot 8ll."”
"Let's go o stage furtner, young men, Let us sssume thet all
the things the Presfident prepos and jou(endors er¢ errried \

serving the intercsts of

through snd-it §till does not end up
the majority of the people....Plass isn't such » @mnique
proposition, It's heppened befor&\.g ‘since you sre pleying wi th
life #nd deeth you should a be prepared'to t;inx’out the
consequencesS.sesv0 1 7og C;fshmin:\ wnmt heppens if, ~fter you'wve

rriea out your proagsfl you otll; find ta'i‘mm.wnuereats of
b

> o

the H"*or1ty hev ‘N&i} ‘en served?" ‘ : 1
"I c=n't sn\ e yuestiion besed on the suppositiion of feilure,

11l fall, ﬁe'u not thet.kind of nen,"”
"Wé ell e xhxt 'that kind »f man', younz mnh.' For ench” one

of us one finsl fohlure #s certain; most of us experihce many befort
we get to thet finml one., Liet ﬁe 'éli you one thing. I'm not

hos tile to your chruges s you seem to thinlkz, Whet I fear, and I
- pecple

-feer it for the land end for the/xmy, is the way in whieh the

President destroys tha way b“CA to where he started from esch time

he tazes = step forwerd, ie need'to be able to retrsce pur steps

if we get lost or suffer defest. Ané we talk rbout the interests

‘of the mejority. Ho' do we know whart those 1nter 598 sre? And-uow 3

do they express then when he has destroyed 21l oppsotion or
ceriticisms? Aud how do ﬁney get rid of him if the doy ever cones

when they went to get rid of him, lhese sre the things taert worry

figmd
v o ; p i e wCacdt ot
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me, young man.AAAﬁd it worries me that you, thewpeople ercund the
Presiuént,:rccept»him s infaliiblq.“ e ‘

‘ "I don't think thet’s feir, sir, Bo men is ésAcoﬁmitted to the -
P?;ble ss~ﬁs President/aosinh.“’ V : £ : R
L weve of imprtience swept over &r.‘Justiée Wright. "And\ho

men is £3 committed” to the President'és you ore! HBut unlike you

I'm not interested only in the person ond position of the Pré?dept,_
g youngkmﬂn. Jtll acceﬁt nis ond ygur siﬁcerity.but I'11l defend and
uphold the lew 2geinst enyone tecruse elieve La$§ in the long

run the lew, indepedent andﬁ\efemizoshe letter snd the spirit of

the consti tution,’ is e gres ter 2’& .

the majority of tne people ny one man, nc mctter now

= Fed

benevolent, wise, 911-%@ or cormitted he might bes 1 hod

tor of the verl interests of

thet other time when John Stenhope had -
similer mood. . e

"I hope ou cen find ycur wey out;" the judge seid curtly. "It

seems my deughter'®s gone to ted."

"Yes sir, goodnizht;* 30 _ - }
s o i
N

"Gooénight."

Put Nonr wes on the versnde, sleepy but weiting io see him off, .
She sensed thet he wes upSet'ﬁné rurnured: "RouWh?".

"He doesn't seem to uqderéfnnd; eno ye t cne feels that ne does.
I don't know.® - A _ : )
b : ‘"Is ne as upset?"‘
hinn 0. “ismissed me\col§ly."

one seid doberiy- "I don't sey this becruse he's my fether end

S
/
% “

I don't know.what its nbaﬁt, Just renenber Drddy's not r fool, Andgﬁﬁ

\‘ L) il .



_1 oy And he's # very good men, which is why he's honoured sll over the =
{ i worla #5 zreet judge," ’ e ‘
b S "fnd I em young end idéaliatic-? Andrew Simpson seid with @
taach/ofAbltterness. ' .
. =

;Anﬁ which is why I love yéuf" ona lrlnht 81 id.
"fhen tell him ~-"
She pul her hend over his houth and ut00peo hl' ,
"You tell him whatever yoé'wnnt to; Andy. In Ly ffmllv we . ;
resoect erch othér'é opinionsy we ¢on nfluence' erch other's
idess emcept in the course of noxme % rsation, PFlesse remember

-thet elways," .Lhen sh.e rémoved &\hanu fron 'his mouth, kissed

- him quieckly, nurrured '~oodq‘\r y and siipped into the house.
F \ :
Andrew Simpson stalg 3 ily to his esr #nd drove off, cursing

the islamd's blsck ?agéi;>rncy for refusing to fece Lhe realities
owe |

: LY
of the problems

Inside tige “the judge nmet his dsughter =t the foot of the/

- stairs legoirNy u¥ to the bedrooms. . =
. "Tﬁouwh ou'd zone %b~hed |
; "I weited o see Andy ﬂff =k
& "Yes. e weited wwswevaly, not ‘mowins what. to say.
E » "Don't judze him, Drddy." |
F. “Allrisht I won'tg" | N

%, , She look his hend =~nd they went up the steirs together,
j
{

It wes enrly norning,; three deys lestér, when tuhe sunnons from

the falsee erre. ¥r, Justice fYright wos in his Chsnbers high up- *

‘o i : » \
=~ in the Suprene Courti buidding going over the evidenece of » complicati

rurel vurder case thet urd sroused unususl netionsl interest

/
\

/ |




until the boy¥$?id it wes the P-lece d. the
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7

‘becruse it wes a crime of psssion in which the sccused, a men
. :

1

widely known for his generobity ang gentlg'nature, «as geid to
hpve come upon his womsn, nother of three of his children, end
his best frlend, in séxuesl eubraga. The judge wes resding -the

expert’

conflicting/evidence sbout the nen's state of mind when he

clubbed tae two to derth with o tree brench, when the telenhone
Tong. -
"fe ‘enpnered it sbsently, not registering young Sinmpson's vovce
& * : S

Presigent wonted to
speex, . lhen he wns 9lert ot ongg.

e \r Judres Josish here

The Jlresident'a’ voice sni Q ning to JOW, }xxx;txxxxgx

Reuxgkaxx"lorning Nr;

T*.L“.ij{
"kx Young Simpson u I wented to hnve -r word with you?":

"Yes, ir. :resxV\ ;
“ihen's con \nt ] }

"Any time

sults you."
“Yhis m r? . Now?" N Cal

MYeB. L1

"Allrizht then, sir.- Come over now

coffee weiting for you." -

Lo

atill for two minutes,
clerics rfter‘thrt he phoned downstoirs
old clerk, tue Juuges seniocr by -2 yeer
preserved, enteyed, "r. Justice wfigh

e Bl %Oing to the Pels ce,mdvvrds,

"He esiled you?"

"Yes,"

iThen he' nressed

pleése.'I3Ll have = cup of

VR

“re Justice Wright replsoced g@e'receivér snd get tnounhnfully

the buzzer’ sunmoning hld
ordering his cer., “hen the

or two ona not =5 well

t rose.




"About the F?eeways cese?"

"ﬁﬁat%eléé"hé‘* o prﬁcticaliyouhg man,‘is ouf Preéident."

'"He wouldn't drre try to bully you." But the- old clerk sounded
doubtful snd 2 little frighteued

"We'll see.” e : *‘:

"I still think you shoulé have summoned all the other judges
‘Phditﬂld theg what you told me." | ¢
- "Listen, old'friend; There is no “trede union of Jjudges to

arrive ot ﬁ‘collsctlve deaaalqn in or to engege in collective

%

ﬁ { bﬁr“Pinlng. €rch guage is pppoin ividuelly gnd his buslness
é; is to uphold, to 1nterpret end g}hatruct in the execution-of
' the .Law. vy trade union is § He made en erc wi'th his sre
indlcptln“ the four wa¥®]3 @ ne 1oom, ell lined with legal books,
"You know how greﬂtl Qn alffer in our interpretations of o

point of law; ‘en &t is o pood thlng. hﬂt I hope is thet tnere

f will not be us who will be prep?red, for eny reeson, to

surrenders theNin ependence of the judiciery to political expedience,

But thié, i any cese, is & privete decision/for esch men who

sits on the Bench,...Now! i;must”nob keep the President waiting."

e : 'Togethér'tne}jﬁdge and his old clerk~enfered the 1ift and were
enrried down.\‘People stood nside respectfhlly to let the greet
Judge out of the 1lift; end along:tne corridor lepding'to'thc street
they ﬁcknowlédged his pessage and honouréé him with bows end the

look in their eyes. ‘

Odtside on the st;eet people pointed h@m out to erch other.ss,
in other cduntries, they would point Out\n'well—known film star,
“"Thet's hln, the grest judge. Judge VWright. Them sey he's the

biggeéf in the world snd wheh there ore big big esses they call
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b

him to sit with tne:other gpéét judges in the World Gourt." .

o "Thet's something, heh! And him bleck, too!"

il

"Bleck men day coming!" .
"And him not much to look ati" -

"Its the hend thet count! Not thé prettiness.,”

"Rié;ht neme for him, too, Wright!"

"Yesah., \Judge Wright ne{rér vrong!™

The cheuffeur held the door open for the ;:réa’c judge. The

% bolder smong the spectators waved, U1l judge bent his heed in
el

scknowledgenment. [he cer noveds o@r gothered speed. At every

intersection the policemen m nG‘a duty held up other treffic
to let tie (f;réiat Judge's CEX Cugh, -

Ten minutes lroter ¥ > i/dent himself welcomed Mr., Justice

Wright outlside the w oom of the Pelrce =nd escorted him in,

N{ou to come, sir.”

f / "Ny duty, ‘resident.” <

"It wes goo

"I hope 't only that,sis.”  _

o Upstéir Jqsinhﬁled'tne judge into » lorge, cool, cheery sun-
filled mofnihg roon, A sterward wheéled inn coffeef trolley. Josinh
gésturgd for the judge to'sifirna se! 2bout pouring coffee.

"We're both very bus& men; sir, s6 I'll éémé immediptely'to.
the peoint.,” I understend young Simpson toid you why‘this‘trial is
50 imhortant‘to me - to us, to the ecountry.” '

| "As I understand it you want to Lpke 8 political demonstretion

+

of streng_th. " ' e

A

"Precisely."” | i . . %Y
/ i " y L ;
"Thet would have nothing to do with me, or, I expect, with eny

‘other member of the Bench. Ve must judge the cese strictly on its




Yhet is the problem?"

21

~

_merits in law, That is the lew snd we sre »ll bound by it. I know

I don't have to refer you to the Constitution, Myy President,”
dosiﬂn hended the judge his coffee, pouredé = cup for himself

end set down. - : ‘
~ "You understand, sir, thet 1 em frced with a politicgl problem3"”

"Yes." | |

"Do you understend whet I anm trying to do?"

"T thin& 80,"

"Are you hostile te whet I em tr to do?" N :

"No." - ‘ \@ ' Afa

" Then th cen't you,: whor@&av. to be 2 patriot, help me, sir?

"You know your counl 4 history, vr. President, sp you will

remember how your p;gﬂeﬁpssor carie to power. 1 wos e very green

young brtri.ste \ﬁud I defended, in ny very first big cese, an

egitetor cr i0%es Joshue who wers sccused of plotting the
overthrow\gf Yhe duly constituted government of the dey."
"It wes & colonieI’government; the peéple hed not voted it into
being, Its not the seme thing." g
lr, President,

"Iy point,/=xx, is tp"t the Jjudge who presided ot that trisel
not an islander,

judged the cese on its merits in lew solely. He wes/axImREmExxrzE

xxjmidxe not one of us by birth or colour. It would have been easy
hove seen
end understandeble for him to/szn the politicel interests of hio
to hove
own country, the coloninl power, anq/gudged sceording gly. And if you

h?d been in thet court you would heve seen how- tne prosecution
tried te meke him see the canse ink political libht But he refused

to nnd l won ny cese,"

3 tpﬁe your point, bir," Jogirh seid., "Thet is the ideal
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githation. That ie bow I would like it to be, but my position is
not; strong enough for that, if it were I _wovuldn't nove you here..."
"I doubt thet," S IAEE W
"Whet!" Josirh's eyes popped with a 'sudcefl flash of snger.
He begen to get to his feet., } ‘
“Plense!" the‘judgé seid coldly. "Don't tell me I'm nccusing

the President of ry country of being e lisr. I'm sure you mesn whet

~ you sey, you believe what you sey, but I question the velidity of

what you say. The rule of leaw rust @ depenéi on the strength
or weskness of the position of n’r\ ‘er. 1t must be » constent,
~rbove person end pesition.” - , | 2

Josieh seid, suddenly &%nd thoughitful and quiet: "What ere
you sayin;g';,‘udge? Thﬁt’@ut the judiéary up against the will of
the people? Thnt I.ghﬁé,fight you in orde; to essert the will of

the pecople? Is oywhet you nre seying?”

"No .si u will prss @ lew moking the courts subordinate
to tae p Qiti%al will, subject to direction by it, then, MNr,
President, it would be my duty to do whet youﬁ nsk,"

Josiph'expl_oded. You know I cen't do thet in under three yesrs!
The Constitution is riddled with so vmany r_daxinned safeguards on this
peint! ™

™1 know, Nr. President. I helped drgff it."

Josin!h jumped up €nd walked eway, and now there was no doubt

sbout his blrzing snger end the 'hel;culean effort it required to keej

~ it in check. ''e stormed scross the leorge room from window to door,

then he swung back snd criss-cressed it from well to wall, He kept

y
up this brisk welking till he grew canlm, He went back to where Mr.

Justice Wright sat.
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up & little before she nerries him," ‘;&, . ' SR

"o you really understand how importent this trisl is to me,

~,_'Jﬁdge? Did young Simpsén reslly @éke my position pleer to you?" o

"So clesr, Nr, Prosident, I think I understand it better them

he does,"
| "Whet's that supposed té mean?"
"Simply thet you've got him to believe in the uie'1 of liberntion
by personqllty rather then by principle and the hablt of good rules.,

hieh is probably why ny deughter wents some of hia;dealiém ‘shoxen

"Plense let's get back to the’x@ Jqudge.”

"It must go to court like er case, lir, President, Its
elready had all the preferenﬁi’ ssible by upsetting the enitire
caldnner,"

"I cen't affiod n win."

R

"If it's £ &
win,"

’§~‘ e, properly presented snd conclusive you'll

“I nu be absolgtely certain of & conviction, judge! Look!
If I pfomise you to exercise mercy and spere Freeways' life, and
if I promise you that I will neverfvék eanything like this of you
egain, will you give me this case? For the seske of the couniry,
will you?" | | ﬁ '
Josish rose abruptly. ile Btéod waiting till ¥r, Justice Wright

‘got to his feet, lle stered coldly into the Judges eyes.

"1 em the President," he s»id hershly; "elected by the people;
and you who have not suhbittedAyounself to the people hsave chosen
to defy me." |

- "No sir,"X the judge seid stiffly. "I em not defying you. I am

simply.stating my sworn resp@nsibility to uphold the law and the rdia

6f lew sccording to our constitution,"
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"Bood day, sir!" Josisrh said coldly snd swung on his heels.
"Mr, President," the great Jjudge snid and inclined his head

slightly at the Pregident'a beck. Then he walked slowly from the

un~filled rooii, down the long corridor, uown the the wide,
crrpeted stairway and out of the great P;lnce.

The eariy afternoon news bulletin on the @ovgrnment-éontrolled
redio station opened with the snnouncement thet the President,

. + end 1 onsultation with the Crbinet
exercising the powers vested in him ﬁqé,der the Constitution[ hed
relieved lr, Justice Dougles w:-f@r his position ns President
of tie Supreme Court, :

The news of the oummnry ‘;:tgéal.of-kxxzkaxi the greet judge
brought Martha Lee hurz’Q to the cepital, o

And thpt evenin Andrew Simpson phoned to let Lionsa Wfight_
inow thet he wou \ coming round later, she put him off, He
wanted to e ®bout what happened between her fother =nd the
President® StNL1 she woyld not see him. The thing thet distressed
him wasxfhgt she wau\pot engry ond she did nét‘biame'him; she
just sounded tired end listless or like someone drugged.

Loter the Presideht tried to comfort him. “I didn't want‘té do
it, Andy; but you know how importsnt tae trisl is." I

And that nigﬁt, foo,_John Stenhope ceme home after a long time

Marthe Lee finelly trocked down linx Johnson in the eﬂrly'hours
of tﬁe following morning, He wes ;audlin drunk, He told her he wes
leeving beeruse he wesn't wanted The mext dey Joel Sterning, bitter
with disgust of himsclf end the Issacs family, brought her uﬁ‘ to -

dete on all thet hrd nappened in her sbsence.
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- A week later, early one September morning, just under a yesr

since old Moses Joshus died and Albert Josinh tock over the Palace,

) . vy 3
Yaxwell Johnson left the isi9nd for good. He hed cone as a young

m~n, more then thirty yeers enrlier. For the best pert of twenty -
he had edited s

yeers/its only deily peper. His roots hrd gone deeper here then

in the lend of his birth: He knew he would never again be able to

give of himself as he hrd don€ ' here to the job snd to those he had

come to love snd to the land; he would never egein experience the

quality of hurt he hed known when he ‘;é,:those he loved snd that

he wes experiencing now as the m@ f deperture spprorched.

He hed been. shocked end Q7§2?» red by the esse with which his
directors had sccented Josiég;' vill. They hod been most sorry but

.if that wes how the Prg' really felt...Vell, he was the elect

of the people. And Sg\ispy had taken over his house and berch cotteg

et ¢ ressonable i end given him o severence settlement in lieu

of notice e ccumules ted pension right, thet ensured his
finéncipl ecuyrity for the rest of his life/ He had, in éhort, been
generouély paid off, And slmost immediatély after thét‘Bonrd'meeting
the cheirmen hrd sought ~nd interview with tne President. This hed
been followed by the droppinv of two of the old Board members end
tHe election of Solomon Ispac ~and Joel Sterning to xembershin of

news N
the Boerd. An able, veteran bleck’ journnlist, /editor of the st'te

controlled rrdio stetion, snd hitherto regorded as too radical,
hrd been selected to succeed Max Johnson,

It wes & b'leek morning,-ploudy end over crst, with periodic
drizzles;\"nd the ‘eirport was @ misernbie plwce. He hed come in '

bJ this semne Pirport e long time aga, .young and full of high hopes
/

end the spirit of adventure, plpnning to _spend o yerr or two. To
|

2

>
A
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more, Some Pfrpdrt but not these messive new bhildings‘and riles

of runway; not this strepmlineé.plnce where the great gients of

the eir left with clocklike régulﬁrity every so many minutes, It

hed hod # pioneering aif theﬁ; the picneering eirport of a pioneérin‘

colonial town, hustling and bustling snd on the meke, ﬂnd.fun to

srrive ot for a young man in éesrch of 9d§enture. |
= : eeofut I overstayed my time becruse the wrrﬁth of their welcomé

deckived pe., I assuned they»wdﬁld loo% into my hesrt end see what

I réally am, how I feel snd whet*l/zis illing to give, And yet he's

right, Lverything be sepid is trug‘ y zé:ky did you expeét your
directors to fell you-not to les e\ua the't they would stend behind
you in eny showdéwn? it is % ho are dishonest, not he; sné you

were prepsred to pley a}gq{;, h them, HMe is thne men of prineciple:
0

they the opportun:;stw\ ptly he described theﬁs! Ihe mergin-
gﬁthérers. So whf§ doe¥ that make you? Whot hrve &ouAto be 'bitter

‘wouldn't heve done es well if you'd ‘steyed home,

se ﬁhis hepperied to you. IIad 2t been someone else
_ you wbux& stond end be 6n his side, You've hed a better time
thén you'wouid have hed at honme, =nd you're going bmck well-heeled.
/ »  Sq whet do you feel -so bitterishd upset 2bout... : |
£ fle sew his bpégage throughvthe BusXE welghing, psid the excess
| ~nndﬁend for the deperture lounge where the ber would bé open even
this enrly in the morning. _
esel BYrived alone, with nb-one to welcome me: 1 lesve alone,
with no-one to ssy fodspeed. And it took nesrly forty yesrs to A
meke this circle. MAging is growing lonely. Thet is why it is sad...
; tut he was wrong. Uithls full five ninutes to depsrture time ‘
8till left Merthe Lee ceme striding into the lounge. Fro o tertiblé i
. ag 3 s -

A
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‘blinding moment the preat hulxing Englishman thought he would

breskdown =nd weep. Lhe he rezrasined contrel.

_eesllot quite the seme circle; not elone, Thefe is one to say
Godspeed, Not much of en upwnrd spirel in = forty—Jear cirecle -
just one hundred percent Aglnv is #21ls0 a deepkngng of perception,
which is whet gives its brend of .sdness thet tinge of distilled
purity. Ve see and under'stend a little more«cleatly’but we ore .
toe tired to invest it with the.conquoring hope of youth,..

;krrthé climbed on to the high sto eside hin, He stared
steedily into his gless snd saide ‘EE’gﬂmd you crme, I wes feeling .
Abloody so;;y for nyself." Then thrned his heed ond looked at her.

"BiLeck coffee," she Mi e bermen, then to Johnson: " You.

| could herve decided to a@ :
i

"ind do whet? y )
| e ¥ 2 course, " s sald evenly. "hlth the Jjob gote there is nothin
to stay for.j : ,

‘"Excegt b€ ¢ spectator of the unfolding of & not pretty

picture. Ye W9id me the compliment of not offering to buy me, I
wes too sngry to sppreciste it ot the time." |

"Whet wili you do?" e '
; ”Probably blossom jinto the lntest expert om the Ceridbbesan,"” He
. ‘ - looked aij from her end said thoughtfully? "You know of course
K ~ thet I hete to £0."

"I know," 7

"I'm &oing smong strangers- to what's become an'alien plece, 1ts
like going into exile." ‘ \
%- A voice over the'loudspeaier Bnnoanégd the depaitﬁré of his

B flight. fThey got off the bed Stoold.




'thié islsnd over the ppsﬁ fifty years, Then think whet we did do.

w8 battle who sre tnere becit\h
¥

'be -theatres end concﬂ?v :
ind the leisure wri thet.
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"The real reeson why I'm going," Bex Johnson, "is becruse 1
feel ullty. Josish nade ne see it. I am pert of thet white crowd

thet wes in control for S0 long that it ‘could heve mede the-

necessary chenges grecdualily. Tnink whot we could heve done with

ind if my boerd saeid - stey end defy, I think I would have; théy

didn*'t snd for the most disreputable ressons.”

/

"Some mey envy you your ‘exile'," ghe said coldly. "We cennot

2ll. paeck up and'go.“ '

. e o€ hes o rl”ht to judge ’h‘ ¥ cruelly, the rlbht of thbse

our’ failured..._ : —

"Yes," he said 1igp‘ ghe compensetiond will be great, There?,

books. And one.alwsys mekes new friends

GNQ;P =
1lled Mex by nane.

ters," - she swid; allowing hin now to look into
her I e %kE that she, too, wes sad
"Yes, end 061d Winters," he seid ooftly.
"And others will come and judge us for our feilures."
"But et least you are meking more’of an effort then we aid."
"I'm still not with him, Max,"”
"And ﬁot ageinst him. You won't run nna you won't sebotage.,"
- "It may not be enough,"
"Goodbfé, llax," ' \ r ‘ | ;
"Goodbye; end thanks.," ‘ F
He welked briskly through the door and to the plene,
7...0nly the native sons ond desughters bear thé full burden,..

As the plene rose the sun broke through and the islend Wes Warm

4

)
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From the viewing grllery Mrrthe Lee wetched as the plane

clihbdd into the blue sky, grew smaller, silvery, tiny, then

merge into” the ristiness of spece.

L=

She urd wante. the prrting to be on 2 wrruer note for she

knew thet Mex hrd just gone into ¢ lonely exile for which nothing

: : &
the jingoislic rubbish of rare ond clrss sud colour ond nrtionolity,
#11 humens '

will compensate. She-knew that ot bedrock, when stripped of =all

~/%xgxm were plein people; mede richer wﬁd nore berutiful»by their

_veriety but still only people; the sn 1der the skin, And yet

the history of the skin thing on%¥ 4&23 loy behind it hrd made for
an invisible well thet hed x:'néb}ssible 2 perting on = wermer,

more personel, more humen n¢te He hed, she .new now, 2lweys been

his !
it wes not ¢ thing oNhep wanting or/kzx wenting, It wes so becruse
: ‘ would
\lan{: before they were born., /Anc¢ so whet you/

the strenger within the@ for her end neny others like her: ond

of whet h=d ‘he

mind to, whet you would do ss on rct of will,

" what you woulM~do #s e men using the blessed gift of conscious

P 4

intelligence is denied you.becpuse of o pest for which you heve no
resp@nsibi;ity.. e

Awereness of this wes no new experienee for Jrrthé Lee; but it
weg personsl pow,APndlsnprﬁ and clesrcut. It brought the enguish
and the desnair known only to thé creeture thet knew it wgs -
trepped in o hopeless éituntion.' Perneps for others, coming lester,
a point in timé woulld be reoched when there are no étrangers—within
the gete enywhere'on this esrth of ours.

She left the sirport ond mrde for the aner end her first
conference with the néw editor. | . e

s
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8Secking of m}. Justice Dougl=s Vright. During the week the
e : : - individunlly end
President sunmoned three judges of the upreme Court,/in ‘order of .
seniority. The conference with esch sterted cordislly send ended
. : - ob s 2 P
foully. For the first one, the wost senior judge after lLr.
Douglﬂs Wright, the Prosident hed a small intinete but formel

dinner ﬁ*rtJ. Then he sand Lne dud ge retired to his private quprters.
‘They remeined there for two ﬁouxs while the guests - old Naxhan
Issacs encoxtino his drughter Cleras Sterning, the Jjudge's wife,
feE, Powers' wife, sctiing »s hostess ‘;é)tue Presiqent, Andrew
Simpson snd the derk beruty he Q ed in to substitute fof
&

fone vright s his dinner per #n out of topics to dlSCUSS’

end grew restive, 'then th=&;;_e fhh@fc,@d/?i:gge the President's
qﬁﬁrters,' sheking snd i’x\Qgrip of such strong erotién thet he‘
wes uneble to spemi.w.svife of forty yeers hé’d looked into h-igl
fece then left JoeX t, ta.en his bry.and led him out of the-

drewing roon out another word.

idbnt had returned to the remalnder of his guests ten
minutes lﬂter, celm but distent snd preoccupied. Andrew Sinpson

hed teken over quietly snd another ten minutes leter all the guebts

hed gone.

" For his meetifg with the second judge the President erranged
@ sinmple informel ginner for two, This, too, ended prematurely end °
disestrously. 7 :

ihe next dey ordered thrt o11 the files end submissions end
memormnéa thet hed been used ih;the drefting of the Constitution
be brought to him. He also ordered tart the opening dete for the

trial be put off once more. "e telephoned the new editor of the

Voice of the Islend snd seid he did not went sny mention mede
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of tnese'poétponenents or sanything connected with the judges,

otner thrn whet the Psalrce itself put out officielly. The new
| ' - to '
editer wes s ren cormitted/the idess £nd principles Josish wes

= |

working to trenslete into prectice: there wes resli uncderstending end

~

resrect between them. He sssured tne President of {he paper's.
co-Operﬂtion-vQ long =25 he océupﬁéd t.e editor's chrir.v

Josinra then summoned the third judge to lunch. heodn the neeting
wes very.brief and explosive, ' =

After thst 8 day pessed tileh, ie u@ the sof{ternoon of the
following dey tne cer of the chié he security forces stopped
cutside the house of UMr, Justig uglers Wright nng thr security
chief and two of his men wer&mx the house, _ -

t111 lrter thet ev® the Precident appesred personslly

-

-on redio =nd televiswd explrined to the nstion thet the former

President of the

Nex:e Court hsd been teoien into custady becruse
he hrd trie ) his high office to give comfort ond proteé%ion

' 1 .ememies of the nrtion. Josish ended with tesrs in
his eyes: "We_bre rot sgeinst hing we do not even sey he hes
committed unconseicus-tresson; we’ dc not went to texé any of his
grect honours frow hir  snd we do not want to a&ifch his high
reputétiop; he ‘is one of us ~nd hislgreat honour is oursi'sw we

do not love him ony less. It is only thet we love the netion nnd.
its ehildren more, So we cennot efllow even tais greaf end @onourable
men t: stend in the woay of thefnetién.” ind s0, with grest heertache:
1 heve useu the specié¢ powers reserﬁed to the President to detain
ir. Justice Douglrs ﬁfight._l hope it will be 2 short detention =nd

4

‘thet it will be possible fér him t6 return to his grest work ofter."

\

The next dey s P=l~ce ennouncement gave the d~te when the triel

S o o D e | gt el e S i Gadd s
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- would be‘in end the nome of tue pres 1d1ne judge. He turned out

Yo bo ‘thé sedond of the taree judges the Breszdent hed interviewed,

~

I week 1pter this nqrtiouier judse wes eppointed to 2¢t as

president of - the isiend’s Supreme Court,

tecok hig time to
1he new. editor of $he Voice of the Island Xﬁﬁkxﬁiixiikfxfﬁxiix

finish rendlng lerths Lee'" giece on tne detention of lir, Justice
Wright., lle hed resd it twice before, erch time with ¢ ziow -of

admiration for the first-rete piece it wes; this wes the kind of
. - f

writing the islsnd hed been so shor
>

nen it wes rmost needed,

when the netion *hed to be egitet demend it independence., 1t

" b
5 brillisnt but it was the v time.

\ .

At lrst he sauffled eets together s£nd Looxeu up to nicet

snrthe Lee's imperso ai :
"’he only rew 2§5Q/fy killing our’story,“ he srid softly,

pluost tenderl

npt it is inappropriste #t this tlme. ug're:
(

the wer of Lae underprlvileged end the hungry eond.

the hoiele grinst those who have end who will not give up what

5
they hsve," : j

"A joarnelist's first duty dis to ;reséht the iruth, no metter
how inepproprinte the time,: Twrthp Lee snid evenly,\suppreﬂsing 1
hint of feeling. She pointed #t the menuscriﬁf of the desk, "And
that is the truth."

“mot the truth, liss Lee: @ version of the truth, The President

gove = version too. We sometimes forget thet even Christ held his

4

peace when Pileste gsked him *What is truth*,"
";Lnd/ 50;.." F ) i

"It is my respon31b111ty to decide which version is in tue
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buﬁlic interest, end this piecé, now, is not. 1 «now you don't
agree but I'm the - ed‘tor and bhe d801310n is mine," |
b The Tece "na~tne.v01ce are q1fferent, sne tnld hers&éf but i
. the words could hrve been spoken by kax., In spite of herself, of
her nngef{ she felt respect for_thigAhéw mon who sedb intwhrf/had
been for so long Mex's Ch'lr/ How ¥ex lingered! Iut then, the
peper, en indispen51bie pert of %he iife rnd thought of the island
hnd olisc bveen tne i¥¥ving reflectlon of Nex: sober, bealanced, slightl,

eloof in 1ts degachuent; ebove tae bn‘%é, d nmeking o virtue of

seeing os mneny sides of . o qacstl ossible.. DJow, with this new
nen tae paper, she knew, ®%es inZ» to become involved, engpged
pﬂrtla"n, an instrument of ﬂ‘g} enges Josich ddsired, And’ thet is

why tqe nemory of Inx' A wos so lingerings: she knew it wes
(= el (=)

de=d. : - - \V

Bant now? herself,
i
‘ . ler edi% s 2 world of un erstending in his voice: "1 know
F whet thisWeor® to someone lize Jou 50 don't noke eny snﬂ decision.,
n : - e YTy '
L- : Ihink i% over before you decide whetner you went to gn/oc whe ther
i{ : \ gou wont to quit, I.don't.want you to quit, You‘ﬂre ruch top valuesble
E 'Bﬁt'I rlso n~nt you io understand frenkly thst as long as I sit here
@T ‘ . this gnper is commltted to the President end his policies. 1 don't
Qt nsve to tell you whst is involved, If'you decide to stay, which I |
i hope you will, 1 cennot promise not to kill snother of your stories,
F '

Whet I con promise is thst ry decisions will be besed solely on

o what 'l regerd eg ,re public intercst,"”

4 A -

‘ "And trgth is relauive..." she ssid softly, muuinbly.
"les," he srides "hRelestive rnd with 2 point of departure.”

-

She left her new editor then, without sncther word; sttempting

IS AT » A : : : s a2 : e sl




~the erresi of Freeways. #né they brd used his snger.
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Yo re31vnltne knowledge - thet she would stey on bectuse'there wes

nothing.else to do, no cther paper to go to, and, unlike ¥ax, .no
other plsce Yo go to. Lxile for her would not betto the lond WHere
she was born., This was the ;nnd where she was born; this was the
only job she could do; théde were hcr}people; -end they hed chosen
Josish, freely, to chsnge their soéiety.

The thought of the cost frightened her- rnd she ‘new, rs she T
hrd known fTrom the very first tine*aoslﬁh mode his bid thrt the ‘

people would have to psy the pmce % drerms if he succeeded,

e h-d succeeded. e wes doing t he ki s7id he would do
, & 9

changing the power stiucture

society. And » few people hed
sterted peying the price \

-

A o 17 A crn't uurn

15t him, I'm not for hir but I ern't be
ezainst hin eithe 5&&\3{' is tue‘e%ect of the ﬁeoale...

She ohoned tenhope, ex-Presidentisl Sec: etﬂry, who, late

in life up for- the first time r© lrw pr@ctice. le had
been trsi r the lew =8 ¢ joung man but the zovernment service

hed elzived him until the emergence of Josish, His first Qase‘wss'

=

(Vis]

-~

te the defence of F,F,.Freeways, ‘
She se#id: "John, ny story ol Douglss urlght hrs been killed."
"Vhat did you expect." The bitterness in Stanhope's voice
distressed her. "Come over for lunch,"

Cver tre telephone she recognised one of the voices in the
brekground behind John, The rﬂﬂctionﬂrie“ tiicse Josieh celled thel

' ponpous

mergin gstherers, toose who nea “used old Freewnys fnd/little Rlchnrj

Toung, were now puching John Stenhope into the poature,oi oppeosition

She hrda:iried to wern hin but he hed come home btlind with snger ove:

uhe aaid "No, thenk you, John," unheppily snd hung up_quicklywé

- s o



~ Bleck boy! fou've dropped & book." There hrd been kindness =nd no

-~ TTREE -

flbert Josieh could not sleep, He got out of bed,  roped his
way scross the derkened-reom, s~nd @ulled beck the hervy curtrins.
ﬁxi Instently the room wes 1it up by soft, subdued noonlight. He
Qxxggsixhixxﬁxxxgxixxtiiiix openeu t:; windows ﬁige rnd brought
his fevourite srmcheair t0 the windew, |

There wes the thud of running feet on soft errth then » voice
cerlled up, enxiously: "lir, President,‘%i,! You s£ll right, sir?"

"Yes, guﬁrél I'n ellright.”

O
*Right, sir.” &\

~  The light footfrlls wen z@ Josirh settled down in the cheir.

ihe hills were the dor €M ghydows on the light lend., He wished he

5

hesd developed the di ne ng hebits other men did: smoking, drinxinm

women, deep pers \nt rehrents. ‘frouble is tnese things diffuse -

your enepgies u end up trepped., Chrnging things is no pert-

time jobeq esl truth is thet he'd never needed or desired any

-

of these thiNfzs, He'd tried'é couple of iimes with women snd it hed
left him cold. The only.}uélly impoftant thing wrs the commitment

to free tne‘land ~nd its people., Hec couddn't Uin'aowﬁ qui te when

it hed begun,-or how, Looking bvcx now, irying to thinx it out, it |
seerned slvrys to have béen there, burp with him, but lying dormsnt
un ti}. thet moment, . |

- A suwrdl womenty nothing ugly or dremetic. Sone unnemed, unknown |

unimportrut, white persoh naa celled out kindiy: "Hey! You! ‘Boy!

melice kmix®E rnd the quiet, subtle understanding of différence.

. thing of the mind and of feeling. And the great festlessnesa, whi
; Ly : 3



“that. Perheps thet hrd been the beginning}ofrit ell. Only thing is
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thé commitn-.ent hod m'-unh alive in.;tpntly ana forever.

But where hs»d it t,,one v»rong," _

‘  Not with the trisl. Thot herd been the great politica‘l spectecle
he hod plenned. The netion hrd been behind hirm. The ardent sdvoceacey
of Stenhope m& hed sdded to the whole thing. No; not the trial.
>'.t"h-.-7‘t h.md been » greet nastionsl sucéess.

/\nd there hnd been the great pSYChOlO{le"l *hl E 'wnen he hnd
commuted old Freewsys' sentence snd ordered the expulsion of -the
expetrirtes r,md. the peéple's srmed mj hed first sppesred on
the streets, In those deys hiQ P’Q shown sll the hellmrrks

of = peonle s government and ld sense the pride snd the

conﬂidence end the newfoun & —-pssuraence of the nstion,

1% wrs on this high % # people who were measters in thetr
own horme thrt the nex nse hrd been lsunch;:d. Anc the nf*sty press
we hrd receive f\the outside world hed asd its useful esspect
too in meki est fence-—éit»ters_ like. "‘bii-“'t L‘:Prthp Lee feel ~cléser
to the ro nrgnt. \

And then tlhe next phrase‘v,/ the ssssult on the econonie problemss
hed begun, As expected, they nsd run inta tr_ou.ble here, A history
of ecorrupiion ia.not undone overnight, rnd it was elmost impossible |
to persusde toe working people to xmERX give some of their lesbour
to the netion, for the good of the nﬁtion, without being daid. And

so en elemeni of force hed to be intz'oauced to cet the unemnloyed

into the labour- lwttallona for the grest nptionﬂl terracing "nd

: irrigr—tion drives., There hnd been thet unhappy weex of rioting

end over two hundred people hrd %o be killed before the altuﬂtion

wes brought under control, There hed been no more trc-uble nfter

el A

!
J
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thet wrs over two yerrs nzo, s=nd these people sre not known for
nursing long aneers. One of their mein foults wes tart thEJ hated
too lightly, forgnve too ersily. - : P v A

\

o And s8till there had grown up this sense of things sone sour

=

betwesn him end them.

~—

seesnd 1 lhrve done more for thenm in five yesrs then old loses
Joshur did feor ther in twenty-five yeors...

veefild the childrengo to school from the ~ge ol five onwerds now,

; eeotnd they zet free food snc beokge ,
| g B - il .
ﬁ. ; eeofnd %tue irbour battailons pie ed out uncgglo;rent.

eeene heve elinineted xkm mo&\f the rerg n gotherdrs r»,vnd

E_ those whe remain work Se

El eestie hove glerted g ‘oed Lo economic self-suffieiency snd
f;J ‘if food is shegpt ;‘; s the fault of the fermers who w1thold

i.- o their ero ”EENEQQer things, the luxury items, the fdreign

E_ } clotnés '?rg-rnd wines r£rna spirits we'will keep out

rn effund then...

d been mrde piwin tﬁ then so they ;nbw it; they know

E why the meke the DFPrflCLS, rnd any know what the reﬁtrds will be.,f
‘nd everybody, from the President on cown, meke the seme secorfices,

 %.' * No one is exenpt, L o | i ‘ ‘ :

Pernops ihey'hnﬁ‘been nremised for too long thry thére were

- eesy w:-";yu out of situstions like ours, There is nc way out except

3 through hrrd work, - a

seolic woy except through hrrd work, 1 hrd told them, If I

hed permitted elections after my four yerr tern expired t ey would

i
|
1
|

-heve been fooled by those wno promIsed easy weys out ond 1 woulad-

heve lost the election... | ' =

X

So, (251 the beginning of the fourth ¥z and Tinal Jenrs of Josiah}>



L e A T R

-

° first term of office there hrd been s referendun rnd the people

| = ; ; P 3
b= s : i ¢ & - I - :

'?,‘ : ‘hrd voted -~ under, pressure of # messive and vigorous psriy .

cm::'ppign-- to suspend ala further clections until the econ.omic
revolu‘uicn'was comple ted. v ‘ )
~ By then Josish wes élreody punre thet thinms hed- soured between _
: nims .Lf md *ne 'leople- by then they had \long ceased c'allin'r hlrn A ‘
names like 'lhe Liberator', ".Lhe Dark Crusader', ° fhe Guerdien of
tne Peop.Le' And he hed mcrepsin 1y come to depend on the militsry
the police snd the security forces s's‘%l-szs the very much anmller

' ‘but rlso very much more dedicated \ hle'ts ml]it:m' to see thet

~his will wes carrled oute @
~ But this weas not how he& ;anted it. To use “orce in order .
tc crush the enenies of eople yes. fhet he hrd done without

compunction, To use Wr«ggrinst the ‘people thermselves bec."use

they do -not kngw

v own interests, thnt hurt in ¢ way nobody

unaerssood. 7S not the sort of thing others could be made to
‘understen N9t even young Sikpson, for all -his sensibility end

comr:itment, could understend thet. So there had been o souring of
_thi?gs between them too. Nothing hnd %een seid, nothing doné} he |
hed just fe;j the sourihg prbcess, o5 witﬁ the people, Oq;y once,
-fleitingly' hod he felt thrit someone understood his nurt, It wes
"t/sﬁgx big uOLiﬁiC“l r»lly ~fter the riots rno the shooting. In the
ridst of trying to meke silent mess of people understand what-it wés
all rbout he had turned his hend énditheré was the Lee women, She
looked et him as-his mother hrd looked 2t him, seeing snd under-
stending the hurt end suffering'he dered not even sdumit to.himself‘
1% hod mede him yeern for comfort as he could not remember'gverr

yeerning bvefore, wi*{.h a heavy sche st his heert, But after the

o )
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relly, when he tried to talk to her, to mske contect with that

5; . ' flesh of understending end sympathy, she hed withdrewn with the

| frightened touchinass of ¢ wnolé person 1in thé presence of @ 1eperﬁ‘

3 He hod dismissed her, rsnd the exnereﬁnce,Athen,/es én illusion; Her

| air of understrndinb smdness, thet 190k in her eyes, did'not Stem

B from seeinyz Rk #nd understﬁnding.his hurt but from the fret that

‘her lover, thet fellow Sterning, had saken his wife ond gone to

| Europe, lerving her behind, Lhe iook'wns simply that of.9 women

;» gcquiented with grief, | 6 |

% . Or wes it? ‘ :

\; One of the problerns Pbout cd‘:?\llinp press end rodio is tpat

ﬁ; F s 1 it ig difficult to- know whe e think., Yet, with # free press
= he would not heve been,f X do # fraction of whtt he had done.

x:ut tue more fe V e nore wi thdravn hi.; people beceme, the

the higher the i bl€ well of coidnesu from them, %o him, As

dered for everything excepﬁ hise.. -
ruhe open window in hld unlit bedroom Josioh toox
cerreful stock of tire situstion., He nrd‘c onquored £ll his enenies,
ell tnase who would stend in the way of the greet revolution end
then his nbople hed urned sour on him, Fow? Why” He could not
explein becruse he knew they ﬁnew whet he wes sbout, and why. He
,‘n(a exnlflnea it to then, he had vrltten it dowvn for them,  the
perty conducted politicrl clrsaes throug -hou t the couniry. But
still the sourn§SS was there. And it wes Just 2 matter of tire
éefore it would exvress itself in opposition. And so, he new, it
wes ineviteble, only £ motter of time, before he would heve S %o

#5 hersh with the people s he hrd been with their enemies, For

S'Vu’/"'—ﬁjuv'.“*-ggx_ e - - R e o RN it W B




tﬁe job cof cr@gting g.proud}and';n&épdndéht iglsnd peoplé‘sﬁpnding
on their oﬁnﬂfﬁet~ had cnly.bé7ﬁnl Then{rert battle wes stiil
eﬁéed;_lt would_h ve been &lorlous finhtinb it vith h1s people .
solidly héhind him, - It uould be herd ond it would hurt hix to-
heve to use the perty aﬂi-tbe nolice’and the military ﬁné the
seéurity to drive them. ixkaiixhnxhxxﬁ;xkntxixrniiixhxxﬁlnxx
vsaIt will be merd. It will be. done...

tnd for_s ronc;t there in the ﬁOOnllrhh, feedin & g5 lonely

s he hrd ever felt, dcubt,cpne to ﬁlﬁ;E, ogirn h Ang feer touched

~—

“hime Ané the thuu sht' thet this wel @t "ne frong”\ thet this wes’
not the rend tc freedon. for hl% ples But if this wes not the way
then vhere wrs no wny;'The‘ngf oes not lie down peacefully with |
the l=nb. ?ge ekploitef% b, ot suffer @ ch@ngc of hesrt end ceese
to exploit, The grer%\qeygrs do not suddenly a;»cover e merelity

, g S ' -y ' ] countries

s wrong to monipulste smell/xmmers cnd use

sErdnar Lo IlZ N &s bases end u‘ttle”ields end their peoples

ta in the power gene of showina-muscle. If this wey

is wrong then there is . no wry out for the peoples of the so-called

underdeveloped wWorlG. The people of thet other world were lutky; -

P

they hrd had centuries in which %o work out their institutions sng

\
).

}o grow rich snd strong tnd stable: end of course they had t:.e

‘resoﬁrcés'of:ﬁhe underdéveloped‘ﬁbrld, human end 59&eri§l,,&t their
reaéy dispésel. hﬁd in splite of their li§‘§ervice;xﬁﬁnx today they
ere silld ‘bondt on ex ploifetlon* subtler and rove sophisticsted it
fib trué, buv no less res. far thrd, |

And thinﬁing 9¢bng these lines,\the noment od aoubt p?bsed ond

: d L '.
Mbvert Josinh knew thot uuié %rs the WtJ it had to be, Eany thlngﬁ =




he would not heve chosen to do this way, Freeways spending the

rest of his llfe in dail\he did not mind. keepinv proud =nd

-

ntuhborn old Douglps rig t in detentlon hurt dcubly. The old man

could hrvé been = rsllyinw point for populer supaort' andahis
' ' detentlon has meent the frustrstion of ycung Simpson! 5 leve for

his ﬂaughter, end this hnd gone- deeper thnn he thougnt 1t would, -

It it qnd bzen up %o hin this would not vnve heppened.

El And “the tmo hundxea k11¢ed 1n the gmiots, But ne ioubted if there¢
5  could ever\Have been 9nJ way of §« : thnt w1tnout giving in,.
. ‘ Ang now there were the rmrdﬁ&sn.ons thet lie nmnd\ the hrr.sh

/

t, netive opposition,

aetions thot would have to n wnen the wall of coldness from

tinern to hinm becomes ihg

E Not things he w 'ld__k e chosen to do; things forced on him g
& - if he is to cerryNaroWh the greet work of .his 1life, the liberating

of the l=nd 2n{™ people,

-He signe W zot up. He toekx his light dressing-zown from the

v - ‘* G g
B foot of the d, pushed his feet intc his sliippers, =nd welked -

; i e .
E quickly out of his qussdéess, down thé leng rnd silent corridor

to young 3impson's privete querters. ILhe boy hed gone off to the

i other end of the islend on ¢ two-day job. He'd been expected trok -~
i - p aet : '- : : ) oy - .
. : -this evening but he hedn't reported, Per:ieps he hed come in too

'

lote end did not went to disturd Josish till morning, ~

25 The Presidentisl Secretery's guarters were deserted. He hsd not

come beek, On ontimpulse Josish picked up the-telephone_by Sinpson':
bed. The sleepy switchbhoerd operetor wes siertled by the President's
'nt thls hour .of the morning.

P e

"iny word from ir, Simpson?" Josish snspped.




S Gl b XEGB § U =
"Ko, sir! I meen yes, sir!" _
"yhich is it, men!" P 2. “Som
“lNr, Simpson celled esrlier sir, Your Exeeliency."
?l"?'ell?l' 5 -

"$aid to tell the seecreisry to tell you he won't be beck till

_ tomorrow evening, sir," 2 % = e

b "hen why wesn't I told!?"

e "it we s inte'- after midnight - whén‘he éhon?d, e b i

?,; ' “Phet 21l he seid? Nothing clse?” 6 '

g "No.sir. Just tast ~ever;y'thin’ *f@nder contrel ~nd he would
;“A be basck tomorrow evening;\" % . _ i

b "_..GJtlright'. Thank you," K )

é‘ Jdoairh repiﬂced thé’ ver on its creadie, looked stout the

& ol room then left it, c;5§£’lly turning ouﬁ‘the lights he hed put on

B nléne, An!

.
b -

o 3o he would go up dinto the hLills ftomorrow bvecmuse of the faint,

‘when entering.

Pity yo

on would not be beek on tife., lle heted trovelling

The man in chrrge of the chempion lsbour bbitelion had thought it

& 2 good jidee for his people to stege & messive £x country feed.
* b Heving the President pertaxing in such an affelir nmight just sperk
p: ,  off ¢ revival of the type of emotionel interest thaat hed been there

= 5 : /
_when he first teok overs He did not reslly thin: it would heppen,

but there was ’aly«ays the off-chence and he dared ool let it pess. ]

i e

desperate hope for mirccle tast would noke it possible for hig to

-~

do whet hrd »to be done without heving to drive his people ns :

savagely ©s he hed beenA forced to drive their enemies. But n deep \

\

2 2y
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1nside/ hin' he kﬁew the gea‘lmre'weuld bé -futiie. There sre no ,easy
- . w;nys,- ﬁo Ashoi‘tcu«ts, no wey 'g_f doingiwha\t h=d” to. be done without
driizkinﬁ' deeply of this bitter cup of loneliness »nd hnrshness.

' *Ie le It aimpson'a rooms end returned to hl own, sure now of
whet hod o be done end of nll thet wes involved, 1In the years
“that lic rherd, long #nd blevk and lonelv years nes si bly, this
moment of doubt, of wea}mess, wmﬂd not retarn 8e s‘lr\.

...,Gch Fou stort on thjs road tnere i..» no way brek..,

Brel in his bedroom he arew the ins to shut out the light,
got into bed end fell ssleep 2lm &ediﬂtely. ; o
" - : Thg men on night?x uty ret% to his pertner 9nd~t§sid: i \

4

f i
3P Braad dent restlais ka , but him zone to sleep now,"
- A ‘ b " 4 o r i
"Perheps-he hed' 2 d.rk ' the prriner suggested, . N

W" dreem,"

\

"Yes; perheps
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The’liz’nqﬁsme: céme easily xi-ound‘ the lbea-a_i-.zi-.‘the rord end

thrnugh the sights ha uould see how worriad nnd preoceupied

_Josinh wes. : et b 3 & S : éj

Eow! Pull the tfigger!‘_ﬁqw! : - - LT Rl e ',j

2 ! "There.nre no interest-frce shortouts,- 1f ycu'sﬁip~s stegce 1
: in one way, you ey for it in °ncther. Merthe lce h;d éaid.tha% i
;i ', to hlm n long, lonb tine ego end he hed beeﬂ engsry with her. ‘¥
:z‘ et~ - L Radl the demn trigger before he g but.of sightl . |
“ g L “So if ihings ever chenge, dgni’éae the ch.;:;_-,c\,‘. nge yqu J
k. ‘ end whet you sre and what you'be<€?§e end held degr,™ | |
P -  Now or he'll disappear! | f

- g E. \ & h
'Yuu '*ar fine the’ vg: &u‘e, and what you're niter ds right

- toth for ,Ourself ﬂﬁy‘ljﬂ ple,™ -~ » J 5 o . o g
f You ere losi il now! = _ ﬁi_ ' <.

li_f, ‘ e i 'Thoa shal ~:Lll. r
- Tow! : _ \ 5
“And tho I have the gift of prépheey.,. T ,i

‘ . <dosgish's limousine passed Qﬁt ol wignt nlonu tnﬁ winding rond. |
Ei43" The mien lowered his hesad ovex the berutlful precision intrument j
A - 4
?f*’.' vith which he could hsve ended 30 much._ : /, _
- ; L .
i;f_ : - He oﬁ&at ouL erying; ne wept with the desperate abanddh of &8> %
,;if : lost cuild for whom thete was no confort. A lost enild ¢lone on an
1;7 ‘-'_ island over whicﬁ tae lqnf uhniow"'"ere creepinb. ;

: T
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