ABSTRACT

This Study reveals that fertiliity levels in Guyana as
in other Caribbean territcories are affected by several main
variables, union status, education, religion, urban and rural
differences. It is alasc seen that the Ezst Indians with thelr

differing eultural habits exhibit 2z hither fertility than the Non-Iadians.

Ameng the Non-Indlans the largest rro,ortion of women
in the chilc-beering age are in visiting relationships, followed
c¢losely by the warried, with thise in common-law unions being
much less. The visiting unions cccur mainly among the younger
wemen under 25 years =1, znd contrary to popular belief, it is
the stable married unions together with the common-law con some
necasiong which reveal the hirhest fertility levels an? the
unstable visiting the lowest. Marriage is the norm amcng E2st
Indian wemen wlth prepertions married ¢n par with Eurcreon
seietien. There is a general inverse relationship hetween
levels cf educaticn and fertilivy, with fertility decreasing
with movement up the educatiinal scnle. A significant difference
in fertlility lies between those whoe have had higher education
ancd those who have stoppel at the primary level. The diffe-
rences between East Indian and Non-Indian fertility are
enphasised when examined in relaticn to relipgicn., The Hindus
and HMcslems reveal a marked higher fertlility than the Christian
religions, while there is little differentiation ameng the

latter. Urban wversus rural influcices trove to be exceedingly



significant ceausing very marked differences in fertility with

urban family sizes being gencrally smaller, whether that of the

East Indian or Ncn-Indian.

It is seen that in 1960 the Guyanese woman is having
her first child at the same age as she did at the legimming of
the century, an averape 15 .8 vears, and has nct moved towards
deleying child-bearing. Many women except young married East
Indian women take part significantly in child-bearing before
entering & stakle union. Thus these and other diverse factors

contribute to the couutry s fertility lovels.



