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EMANCIPATION PROCESSION

No change in
entry policy

Value of reaching “under-served”

GEISHA ALONID

The University of
the West Indies' St
Augustine principal
Brian Copeland says
thi campus has taken
no decision to lower
the entry require-
menls for e Facally
of Soctal Selences due
to any drastic drop in
the number of appli-
cants. In giving this
assuranee yestenday,

" also sought
toclear the air on how
applicants to any pro-
Eraanane ane assessed.

Lash vk, vlher qjibed-
tioned on the isswe after
it was raised in the me-
dia, Education Minis-
ter Anthamy Garcia had
sald the precequisites
for entry were lowered
for only the certificate
programmes offered at
The [MWTS| Facalty of
Social Sciences. A Prior
Leamning  Assessmnent
Requirement {FLEA), he
said, would also be done
for applicants.

Inastatemsent yesber-
day, Copeland admitted
that in the case of Social
Sciences, the number
of applications o “a
few programmes  has
declined” pushing the
madal score in the poal
for selection of appli-

cants closer to the lower
level matriculation re-
quirnements.

Howrepr, he sxid “inall
edhacational programsmes,
whether scademic of vo-
cational, a range of skill
sels or compotencies
ane measured  against
well-established com-
petency levels that range
from basic knowledge
andunderstanding to the
higher order cognitive
levels asascistod with the
ability toanalyse, create,
and synthesise solutions
to problems.”

Hi said nnfortunale-
Iy, public diecourse this
week has focused only on
enlry qualifications asan
indicator of programme
quality, rather than on
1he “mechanisms” that
academic  institutions
pat in place for students
whi, upem entry, could
baild upos Hhedr kncwl -
edgeand skills to achieve
the cutpat standards,

Copeland saidtha low-
e leved, formal, acadenic
entry requirement infoa
prosgrarmme ab [T ks fiee
CEEC passes, inchusive of
English and Mathemat -
jes, bal added that for
i 1o 20 years, Bhe umi -
versity-wide matricala-
tion requirements
alloweed for three CSEC
passes, phis  nelevant

experience for matore
stsdents, defined by the
undversity as 21 and older.

Tt would be appreci-
ahex] Ehat the etry stati -
ties for applicants Into a
programime will vary each
year as it is dopendent
upan the academic pro-
file of the pooal of appli-
cants, and the numiber of
spaces available withina
programme of study ina
Even yeas, Craer the years,
Pt thaee commpaetit bve
environment has pushed
the selection criteria way
above the minimum re-
gquirements in most pro-
grammies” Copeland sid
in the statement.

He said it was also im-
portant to note that the
institution, in particular
s Open Campus, s
recognised the need to
extend its reach to the
“under-served”  and
alsn the valee of prior
learndng.

‘The OWT]| Copeland
said, has “fromtally” en-
paged discourse om haw
bhis contimous larming
for adubts canbe matched
against educational
goals, or & programme
of stisdy.

“In the case af Social
Selences, the namber of
applications boa few pro-
grammes has declined,
pushing the modal scone

in the pool for selection
of applicants cleser bo the
kewer bevel matriculation
megquirements, Heer, oth-
T tools are used for as-
sesament aslisted sbowe,
acritical one being pricr
learning assessment for
mature  students,” e
aaid.

“The Certiftcate Pro-
gramme in Public Ad-
ministration, which was
widely discussed, was
one such AT
withdeclining numbsers.
In eader to broaden the
catchment, the Faculty
is expanding its focus
to mmature (s defined by
[PRT)] imdividuals with
a minimum academic
requirerment  of  thres
CSECe, togelher with
prior learndng and work
experience of equivalent
togain entry inbothe pro-
gramme.”

Copelaid said in the
not boo distant fulupe the
public would see more
efforts by the university
tabroaden aceetssoaslo
enrich its student body
with individuals who,
regardless of their prior
academic achimvements,
demonstrate the poten-
Hal B0 succeed. Bul this,
he said, would require
going beyond the tradi-
tional formal academic
qualification which [TVT

missed, UWI principal

studbes have, “lime and
again, shown to be not
a reliable predictor of
academic success at the
degree level "

"Mo doubt, these in=-
itlatives, as do all para-
digm shifts, will be op~-
posed by those who ane
will emtrenched i the
status quo, particularly
in a society that places
formal certification on
a wery high pedestal)
Copeland added

PRAYER TO
ST JUDE

May the Sacred
heart of Jesus be
adored,  glorified,
loved and presened
thraughout the workd
now  and  foraver,
Qur Sacred Hear
of Jesus pray for us,
5t Jude worker of
miracies pray for us,
Saint Jude helper of
the hopeless pray for
us. Say this prayer
O tirmes a day for 9
days. By the aeighth
day your prayer will
be answered, It has
nevar been known
to fail. Publication
Mgl be promised,
Thank you 51 Jude
for favors granted.
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