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By SUZ4NNE SHEPPARD

tory of the steelband movement,

_a pan examination, similiar to~ -

piano, organ and other conven: -
tional instruments, will be held.
The first exams are scheduled for

- April 1995.Itisthe result of more than

"a year of research and preparation by
staffers from the Creative Arts Centre
“at the University of the West Indies
with help from Pan Trinbago. = .- .
The syllabus was: prepared by a
committee comprising Merle Albino-
De Coteau, Melville Bryan, Harold
“"Headley, Anne Osbourne, Satanand

Sharma and Selwyn Tarradath. Con-

sultants for the project were Rawle

Gibbons, June Joseph, Anthony Pros--

pect and- Mervyn Williams.

There is a culture of graded music
examinations in this country and both
the Associated Board of the Royal
Schools of Music (ABRSM) and Trin-
ity College of London havebeen com-
ing every year for the past 60 years to
conduct practical exams. =%

However, neither of these orgamsa—
tions has plans to initiate sumhar ex-
ams on pan.

Although the idea of pan examma—.

tions is not new, there is nodocumen-
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-tatlon on prewous efforts Therefore :
-'the committee preparing for this inau- | -

FOR THE ﬁrst tme in the hlS

gural exammanon had to start from
scratch.

‘The pnncrbal éuns of the exam are

~to encourage pannists to become n mu-,

those done for students of ‘h‘? : _sically literate and to widen: the'scope™]

ofinstructionin pan playingtoinclude
music readmgm additiontorote léarn-
ing.
To [hlS end, performance of% the
three set pieces is only worth a total of
60 percent of the marks* arid’a pass

mark is 65 percent., Candldates will 2
also, have_to-—preparesca‘l'er‘ﬁna

arpegygios, be able to read at sight,

answer questions on the set pieces

they have played and perform other
musicianship and aural tests.
Computer notation of the set pieces
was done by Satanand Sharma and the
Cost of the music booklets has been
keptlow. =
The exams represent the first phase

“of the project and are available for

tenors, double tenors and double sec-

onds from Grades 1 to 3. Grade 4 andh

5 will be added in 1996.

The syllabus will be completely"

revised for the 1998 exams at which
time Grade 8 will be added with the

_possibility of pieces for cellos and

quadrophonics included.
The closing date for reclstratlon for
the exam is March 3, 1995 :




