ABUTRACT

This study sets out, firat, to evaluate some of the
arioua nttempts to define intellectunls nnd discuss their
role in politics. The inndecuncies of these attempts ore
critically discussed and an slternative formulation io
advanced,

Secondly, a case study e:anines in particular the
position of en intellectual in the "colonial situstion”,
rcvealing'the extent to which the dominent culture, "colour”
and "clanss" influecnces combine to determine the response to
that situation.

The metropolitan experience is described, to show how
and why the initial rodicalism generated in the colonies
becomes reinforced in the metropolis and also how it fashions
the ideologies with which the intellectual returning home
attempte to reconstruct locel society. Thirdly, the
intellectual'’s entry into politics is discusced, showing the
impact of the metropolitan experience; the distinctive styles
of the intellectual; ond the relations, with all its
complications, that develop between "men of ildeas" and "men i
of power".

Finally, the attempt by the intellectual to seock formal

political pover is described and evaluated to show the
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“"utopianism” of the intelleectual ond the excessive reliance
on ideological categories. The coneluding hypotheoes cast
doudbt on conventional distinctions, like that betwecen "men
of 1deas”™ and "zen of power", and agsert that despite the
shortconings of an antlysis in terus of "the intelleotual" -
which it éhares with so hnny other concepts in political

science « the problem is an urgent one and requires not its

abendonment, but greater theoretical tidinesa,




