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Peter Abrahams

COMMENTARY

- Eiéorrow is po}lig&oiay in our local Government elections.
br 80,00 will be entitled to cast thelr votes in meme

thun—éa& electoral divisions to return members to our kmEak thirteen

Local Government authorities all over the 1island. Theresdre 480 candigg;
Most observers think that less than half the pedple. who are

entitled to vote will go to the polls tomorrow, The, campaigns of

the two parties have not aroused the heat and exe¢litement which was

such a strong feature of the General Electlion o6f"a few months ago,

One news comentator expects a poll of 3004000 or less, The voters,

he says, are tired of all these constarit polls and counting of heads,

Many voters in the Corporate Area; he_ goes on, do not even know

the names of the candidates im“their voting divisions, I think he

4

is right.
Apart from the active political workers for the two parties, and
the handful of independent candidates, people do not seem to be
very interested in the elections, They seem to feel that they have
settled the dmportant issue in the recent general electiom. They
feel thativoting in this Local Government election is not really
very lmpertant. I personally think the people who feel and think
in this way are dead wrong,.
Local Government 1is, I feel strongly, the cornerstone of our
system of popular Government by the will of the people. It 1is at
the Local Government level that the day-to-day business of politics
touches our lives directly and immediately.
When we elect our M.H,R. to the House of Representatives our
division 1s generally a very small part of a very large constituency,
especlally if we live in the country areas, The village or community

making up our division may have only a few hundred people in a



"
constituency of many thousands.,zfxpEmgX®E And, unless our candidate
is a very exceptional person, we in our small division may not see
him again until the next General Election comes around, This has
happened often enough, And where it has happened the voter has not
even had a passing say in the running of the affairs of the island,

The constituency of the Local Government repregemtative, on
the other hand, 1is very much smaller, He representg few people;
he gets elected on a smaller number of votesqy so\that every single
vote can make more difference to him or her at the local level
than at the Hational level, This forges the local candidate, if
he hopes to win, to pay mamxe attentlon, to the needs and demands
of the smallest number of peopleimbls division., Also, his record
on local affairs: whether he trieg to get things done for his
voters, what he gets done, and how, will stand ouf’very clearly
for us to see, It will™mot take us long to find out whether we
have c@ected a good man or not,

Our Locals.Government authorities are responsible for services
that affect“our daily lives directly such as; Public Health and
Sanitatioeny, Poor Rellef, Water Supplies, our minor roads, markets
and ourlfire service, It is not hard to judge whether the man or
woman “you have véoted is serving you well by looking at the
conditions of these services in your area,

It is therefore important for all of us to treat these

elections seriously.
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COMMENTARY

I was off the island last week so I missed the impressive
Convocation ceremony ay the University College of the West Indies,
I was sorry about this, and particularly sorry not to have heard
the speeches which I understand were of a very high and thoughtful
quality. But I was on another West Indian island andwat the time
the Convocation was taking place here I was visiting another West
Indian university. The island where I was is(Puerteo Rico, and
the Universlity I visited on our Gonvocation day was the Unilversity
of Peurto R;co. What I saw there 1lmpréssed me so much that I have
been talking about it to my frliend€ ever since I got back.

Now, Peurto Rico is an island of roughly 3,600 square miles,
This means 1t is more than a thousand square miles smaller than
Jamaica., It has a poﬁulation of roughly two and a quarter million
people, This means that ‘there are almost three quarters of a
million more Puerte, Ricans than there are Jamaicans, We have more
land than they haVve land a smaller population than they have., And
one high Puento,Rican official I spoke to envied us because we
have minerals ‘like bauxite whereas they have no minerals at all,

But back to the two universities ( should like to tell you
more about the other things I saw there another time).

Now, our university, as you know, caters for the ten islands
of the Federation as well as for British Gatana and Britilsh
Honduras. This means that we have a total population of well over
three million people from whom to draw our students for the
University College, In short, if we put all the people of the
Federatlion and the two mainland territories together then we come
out having at least a million more people than there are in our

gister island of Peerto Rico,.



As you know, our university which caters for over three
million’people, has roughly 890 students studying there at this
moment. At the University of Puerto Rico, on the other hand, there
are roughly 25,000 students., Now this, by any yardstick you want
to apply, 1is a fantastic difference. It shocked me when I
discovered it. It led me to ask many questions., But'tihe most
important question in my mind was: Why should there’'be this
fantastlic difference in the number of students they have and the
number we pave at our university?

I do not think there 1s any simplé answer to this question,
or if there 1is, I could not find it, Butisthere are part answers,

For one thing the Puerto Ricanyuniversity is very much older
than ours, at 1eas§ fifty years and more, but until twenty years
ago or so its sdudemt body" was as restricted as ours, Another part
reason 1is that their university is modelled on American lines whille
ours is modelled on British lines., For a third thing, and I think
this 1s very lmportant, their whole approach to education seem to
be different from ours, They do not regard higher education as
being only\for the benefit of the better off sections of their
people, They do not only belleve that higher education should be
open to all, they make it possible for it to be so. They do this
by having compulsory education that is genuinely free up to
university level, and having extremely low fees at the university
i1tself, And you do not have to live at the university to be able
to get a university education, It was exciting to me to see
thousands Qﬁ young men and wemen who came from obviously poor
homes on the campus of the University of Puerto Rico. I hope the

day comes soon when I can see this at our own university.
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COMMENTARY

I am sure modt, if not all of you, will remember the big
public debate that took place here in Jamaica when the Government,
Just before the General Elections, banned the importing of goods
from South Africa, You will remember that many people saw this
as an electioneering stunt while others welcomed it, as”an important
moral gesture on the part of thls country. I myself was among
those who welcomed the ban, partly because I wag born in South
Africa and know intimately the horrible meaning'of Apartheid, but
also because I had become a Jamalcan by cholce and this act made
me very proud to call myself a Jamalcan,

Today, I think all Jamaican, of whatever political party and
opinion can be justly proud, of the impact this small island's
stand has had on the restof the world, It proves once again
that the small countries of the world can be more than just passive
spectators in the ®olltical power games of the big powers., The
small countries ‘can; when they act correctly on moral issue, let
loose a wave, of popular response which the big powers cannot
ignore. “This Jamaica has done on the South African issue, This
all Jamaiea can be proud of,

After Jamaica, organisations in West Africa took up the
boycott of South Africa. Then it spread to East and Central Africa.

boycott
Then to FEurope where a formal /of South African products was
A Mmegting
lawdned at a Monster public in London last Sunday, Britain's
Labgur Leader, Hugh Gaitskell, pledge the full support of his
party in the boycott campaign declaring "The boycott is our
passionate protest against a repulsive doctrine",.

But I think that we should also remember Mr, Macmillan,

the British Prime Minister's forthright statement in South Africa



itself that the British Government did not agree with South Africa's
racial policies, As head of the British Government Mr, Macmillan
could not speak as freely as could Mr. Gaitskell, And he did say
he did not approve of the boycott. But the rulers of South Africa
did not miss the point and meaning of his forthright rejection of
their racial policies,

And all this new wave of rejection of racialism in“South

Africa was set in motion right in Jamaica.

I wish I could have been as proud of Jamaica over the refugee
issue, As you know, this 1s still part ©f/the International Refug:ce
year and last December Mr., Philip Sherlock mmx introduced a motion
in Legco inviting our Government, as‘a gesture to show that we
care about what happens to the milYions and millions of homeless
people in the world, to admit Mbetween one and six families" into
Jamaica, This, said MpewSherlock, would show the rest of the world
that we in Jamaica (gared /about the misery of others; it would also
show our appreciatien for the help we have received from the
outside world, And we have received some help, especially in times
of trouble, ', But the Government,—&nm%ﬁe-pé!!!n!ﬂ!!ﬂ!ﬁtﬂ!ﬂ&giihﬂ!.-hn,
rejected this. And so we failed in making a moral gesture that
would have cost us very little and affirmed our common sense of

a common humanity.
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Thursday March 3rd at 6.15p.m.
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I think dur Local Government elections went
off much better than most observers expected, As far as I know
there:x only:gn’e("gases of attempted false voting, and M
in the Cérporate Area, There were one or two clasheg8 =«again in
the Cérporate Area - but throughout the island the vast majority
of the voters turned out in a quiet, orderly and law-ablding
manner which should give us all great satigfaction. The ugly beast
of violence has been kept in check; and that 1s a good thing for
our soclety and for the health of ou?, democratic institutions.

Another pleasing feature of theéections 1s that although
we did not havé‘record poll, voting was not as low as most
observers expecged it to .be, This was true particularly of the
country ExxE areas, Our*voters, it seems, are more aware of the
importance of locall government elections than most commentators
thought they were.| It is now up to us to see that we get from

our newly elected“vlocal authorities the kind of services we are

entitled towand have a right to expect.

Now let me touch on a burning issue that 1is very serious for
the future of this island, Yesterday morning, up in the hills of
West Rural St., Andrew, I watched a sheet of flame light up and
spread across the side of a hill. Soon/ about half an acre of
hillside land was under fire, burning fiercely. A small cultivator
was clearing his land for planting. And this, to him, was the
quickest and cheapest way of doing it. I don't suppose he saw
anything wrong in clearing his land this way. And in any case
he 1s one of many small culitvators who clear their land in this

way.
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The trouble is that when the next heavy rains come all the
good topsoil is going to be washed away from that half acre of burnt
land, What will remain will be marl and rock. And there will be
no cut down bush, no rotting leaves to hold the water and feed
the earth so that it can feed us again, ©So you see, by firing the
land we lose the bush and leaf mould which should feed the land;
we lose the good soil which should feed our folk; &nd we’lose the
water without which neither mam nor beast nor plant ‘¢an live, And
this is something that 1s happening all over thls 1sland., Too many
men clear their land by firing it. And during the rainy seasons
vast quantities of good earth that we, cannot afford to lose is
washed down to the sea.

To try and cope with thils wvery_,serious problem the Ministep
of Agriculture has set up a Watershed Protection Provisional
Commission under the chalrmainship of Mr, Harold Bahusac. At the
first meeting of the Commission a few days ago the Minister pledged
his Ministry's full suPport to the Commission, He said the
Commission may find 1tself having to make unpopular decisions from
time to time,.

I hope.the Commission does make unpopular decisions, because
some of, the things we need to do most right now are going to be
unpopular, As an example, I believe there is a regulation in existence
forbidding the clearing of land by firing. But we all ignore it so
it is not worth the paper on which it 1s written, I would like to
see the Commission bring that regulation up to date and enforce it,
I would like to see the J.,A.S. educate its members against clearing
the land by fire, It has not done half enough on this problem,

As well as giving us our daily bread, the land is ours as a
trust for future generations., We have no right to abuse it as so

many of us have been g@oing., If we do we will have a poor future,



No.5 f

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
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Good evening: In a speech at the opening of a new hostel
at the Bethlehem Training College last Saturday, the Minister of
Education spoke on an important aspect of our educatdonzal problem.
Mr, Glasspole was talking about ik the growth ofy our school
population over the next seven years and the problem of finding
trained teachers to educate thils growlng school, population,

Between this year and 1967, the Minigter said, our Treacher
Training Colleges should produce 1,994 trained teachers. This would
bring our total number of teachers up,to 6,181 by 1967. But it is
expected that by 1967 there would be 333,000 children at school
and 6,952 teachers would be,néeded to deal adequately with them;
so there is likely tobe a, shortage of 771l teachers.

Such a shortagé woﬁld be serious enough. But, the Minister
told his audience, wthe expected 333,000 school children was based
on a calculation made in 1957 that the birth rate in 1967 would
be 48,000% However, in 1959 the bktth rate was 62,000, This upset
all calculations and could easily mean that the teacher shortage
could be much greater. The Minister expressed his Government's
determination?%nsure that there is education for all and said they
would hasten the teacher training programme to try and cope with
the problem,

Now I agree with the Minister, and I am sure most of you do,
when he says that the education of our children 1s possibly the
greatest investment we can make for the future of this country and
its people., Then why is it that not more young people take on

teaching as a career? Why do some of the brightest and most gifted



young men and women go into trade and industry rather than into
teaching? ‘

I think there are a number of reasons, but three that stand
out more sharply than the others,

First, I think the bright young man or woman can earn more
money X® working in a business firm than teaching in la €Yassroom,
And all the high minded talk about making a contributicn to the
future of your country counts for very littleswhen'\you see people
of less abllity and less intelligence earning mere money than you
do, in some cases twice as much as yous8o, Llike these people, you
have to pay for your house, your foed and, light and water,

The second reason follows directly from the first, All too
often our approach is purely mercenmary, We Judge a man or woman
not by what he or she is:qtheswork they and how they conduct
themselves; what they give to the socilal good, We jJjudge them
instead by what they have: how fat the bank roll is and how big
and flashy the c¢ar., \And this becomes the standard for our young
people,

And, finally, the teacher has ceased to be the respected leader
of hig community that he once was, We looked up to him once because
we knew he was an ilmportant person because of the important job
he did. Today we give that respect to the petty politician more
often and we suffer for it by having a shortage of teachers,

We need to pay our teachers better, We need to remember that
there are things more important than money and flashy cars, And we
nedd to rediscover the respect we once had for the honourable
vocation of teaching. Perhaps we won't have a teacher shortage if

we did these things,
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Good evening: I cannot help but find myself siding with
Mr, Ewart King in the public debate now taking place on the banning
of dog racing in Jamalca, As you know, the Governmenty through
the Ministry of Trade and Industry, first led the sPromoters to
believe that they would be permitted to introduce\greyhound racing
into the island. As soon as this news broke &agsgection of our
church leaders raised their voices in protest., Dog racing, they
said in effect, would be bad for Jamaicas It would corript our
morals and turn us into a nation geing to the dogs. There were
letters in the press warning ofi,all the evils that would come to
us 1f dog racing were permitted, The Government apparently believed
this because it went back on'itself and banned dog racing.

Now, the Governflent)ies entitled to do what it thinks best for
the good of the community. We elected it to perform precisely this
function., The church leaders are entitled to exert such pressure
as they feel necessary to influence Government's decisiomngon moral
issues, They are, when all is said and done, the moral leaders of
our people., I think we would all agree to these two propositions.
This means that the State, in the form of the elected leaders of
our Government, and the Church, in the form of its ordained
Ministers, make just about the most powerful combination in our
country, And I am sure most men would think twice before opposing
such a combination of legal and moral power,

But powerful or not, both the €Ghurch and the State have been
known to be wrong at times, After all, both the Church and the

State are run by men who have all the fallibility of their earthly

humanity. And as Mr, King has so rightly pointed out churchmen
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have at times dressed up thelr own human brejudices as divine
authority.

For this reason I would find the social argument against dog
racing much more forceful than the spiritual one. Let me make it
quite clear that I myself have very little time at all for gambling ,
whether it be gambling on horses, on the football pools or on dog
racing., And I find it really difficult to make any,distinction
between these three types of gambling, They are all/forms of
gambling., If our churchmen had expressed thelr opposition to
gambling as a whole, if they had called for a&.,ban on football
pools, horse-racing, the games of chan€ée &t Coney Island as well
as on dog racing, their position would“have seemed very much more
reasonable to me.[g; it is, I and many other people, ask, why dog
racing alone? What special _evlil 18 there in dog racing that is
not found in other forms of gambling? What is the subtle distinction
between dog racing andwthe other forms of gambling? And how have
we missed ié}]

Then there iswanother important point to this matter, In a
free soclety\such as ours it is the general rule to keep legal
restrictions and prohibitions down to an absolutely essential
minimam, The good soclety is one in which men and women conduct
themselves in a proper and decent way, in which they control their
passions and impulses because it 1s the right thing to do. Not
because there is some law regulating every detall of what they
choose to do or not to do. We are trying to create a good society,
Therefore we must have freedom to choose for ourselves, The good
society of England has had dog racling for years, and the English

have certainly not gone to the dogs!
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Good evening: Most of you will have heard over your radios,
or read in your papers, last Friday the news of the birth control
pill which will be sold for a penny. This pill which was.developed
by a firm of British drug houses 1is expected to comefon to the
market in about fifteen months' time, As I understand it, all a
woman will have to do if she does not want teo have child is to teake
one pill a day for a few days in the month, 'This will prevent her
from becoming'\ungizi;he and her husband are ready and willing to
have a child or children. In other weords, with the help of this
pill a couple will be able to plan, when to have theilr children and
how many children to have,, 6 Having or not having children will, in
fact, cease to be a thing of-ehance or accident and become something
which a couple can control. And; of course, it will be up to the
couple to decide for themselves whether they want to use the pill
or not; the freedom'of choice will be theirs,

Now why “i8 this news of the development of the pill so important?

I think 1t 1s important because the problem of the world's
rapidly growing population is a serious one, To show you Just how
serious it 1s I willl give you a few simple facts., During every second
that I am talking to you three children are being born in the world:;
that is 180 children born every minute., From the time I started
talking to you to the time I finish, roughly 720 children will have
been born in the world., In short, every twenty-four hours over
259,000 children are born all over the world, Bui the vast majority
of them are born in Asia, in Africa, in Latin America and in islands
nestling in tropicel seas such as our own Jamalca,

And as you know, it is in Asia, Africa and the islands of the



seas as well as in Latin America that we find the greatest economic,
soclial and educational poverty. Today two out of every three human
beings in this great wilde world of ours do not get enough to eat.
And it 1s mainly to them, the hungry two-thirds of the world's
population that over a quarter of a million children are born every
twenty-four hours, I don't have to tell you the kind ©f._lives
those children are likely to lead unless the world<{doés something
about it.
| We here in Jamaica, in the West Indies, are a part of this
great world-wide problem, As a small example of this, some of you
may remember what I said last Friday on our teacher shortage problem
where our Government is trying to do, everything it can to create
educational opportunities for all,, But even there the growth of our
school age population is much faster than our abllity to produce
teachers,

Now please don't imagine that I am saying that the answer to
all our problems or the answer to all the world's problems are to
be found in birth control or family planning, I don't think that is
all the answer, I think there are other answers like a much fairer
sharing of the good things of our world, like better planning and
making better use of what we do have, What I do say 1is that being
able to control the world's population by being able to control
our own 1ﬁ§idual families and keeping them to the size we want, will
be a most important contribution to all of us living a fuller and

better life, That 1is why I think the news of this pill 1s so important,
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Good evening: The future of the West Indles Federation depends,
I feel, to a large extent on what we here in Jamaica decide and do
about Federation, But that is only one way of looking at 4t., Someone
else could say with equal truth that the future of the Federation
very largely depends on the reaction of Tranidad and\the'other islands
to Jamaica's proposals as to the type of Constitution the Federation
should have,

In a Ministry Paper prexemkedxkm whieh was published in full in
the daily press Mr, Manley has set out Jamaica's position and
proposals and sald that if these were accepted Jamaica would, for
her part accept in full all thé ebligations of her membership in the
Federation, Mr., Manley's key proposals are, first, that there must
be equality of representatlion»and, second, that Jamaica must have
complete control over her~own XmkExmax economic affairs, She is not
prepared to transferto the federal centre the delicately balanced
economic programme she has created with so much hard effort. There
are other proposals but these two are, I think, the crucial ones,

Now some of you may know this and some of you may not, but last
September Dr, Eric Williams, the Premler of Trinidad published his

own government's proposals in an official document call The Economics

of Nationhood arxxuedxxkrmmxiy in which he argued strongly for a central

Federal Government to direct and co-ordinate the economic affairs of
all the units, As you can see, this view 1s the complete opposite

of the Jamaican view, And Mr, Manley has made 1t clear that Jamaica
would leave the Federation rather than submit the direction of our
economic affairs to the Federal Government,

It & therefore clear that when next our Federal leaders meet
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the great poiht of conflict 1s going to be between the views of

Jamaica, as expressed by Mr, Manley and the views of Trinidad, as
expressed by Dr. Eric Williams, If Mr, Manley's views win the day

and the Federal Constitution is amended accordly then the crisis will

be over, But if the views of Dr, Wlilams gain the day then a completely
new situation will be created.

Jamaica may then leave the Federation. This, in turn, mmay mean
the collapse of the entire Federation., And then what? The British
Government has sald that 1t cannot say in advances/what, the other
members of the Commonwealth would feel about admitting Jamaica by
itself as an independent member of the Commonwealth. It has further
sald that 1f Jamalca left the Federation it would be a severe
disappointment to/iigse who had hoped thad through Federation the
West Indies would take its place as ansindependent nation and member
of the Commonwealth, The British Government has also sald that in
consldering wehther Jamalca\chould be admitted to Commonwealth
membership by herself the other members might wonder whether smaller
units within the Federation will not then want to follow Jamaica's
example and apply\for ‘membership singly.

And and,when I spoke to the two visiting British R.P.s, Mr.
Fisher and Me. Hannen, they made 1t clear that both political parties
in Britain Would think it a great tragedy if we left the Federation.
One of them sald part of our troubles are because we have not sent
men of the calibre of Mf. Manley and Sir Alexander Bustamante to the

Federal centre. I think there is a lot in this view,
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Good evening: There are two items which are always 1n the
news and to which I should like to draw your attention this
evening. I think both of these are very serious matters and I
think it is up to us, the ordinary citizens of Jamalca"to, do
something about them, The law can help but basieally these are
problems involving our conduct as citizens trying to build a decent
and =Xw law-abiding society.

The first problem has to do with gungs, 'Last week, and the
week before that, and the week before that, most of you will have
heard or read of someone firing.off a gun at someone else, All we
have to do is stop and think.,a 1litt¥le to realise how common the
firing of guns has become,\IJt 1s almost as though'we are developing
a state of Run-happiness, A young husband accidentally shoots his
wife, mistaking her\ for a burglar; a group of young thieves are
surprised and immediately they fire off a gun; two men quarrel
and one draws, aygun and shoots; and, of course, the young hooligans
in our gdelety seem to have no difficulty in getting hold of guns,
I think this 1s a very bad state of affairs, I think what makesrit
worse 1is the fact that most of us seem to accept it as normal, It
was a normal news 1tem when a Minister of Government drew his gun
on someone who was abusing him and chased the fellow down the street,

Now the people who own these guns, the people who are so quilck
to whip them out, will tell you they need these for self-protection.
I think in some cases they do. A man having to take care of large
sums of money for his employers 1is a natural target for thileves,
People guarding places where valuables are kept could reasonably

be armed, But in the hundreds and hundreds of other cases I think
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it 1is uttérly unneceasary and positively éangerous. We are not
living in a Jungle where it is every man for himself, We live
under the rule of law, under a code of rules which we, as part
of our soclety, have helped to fashion., The reckless popping off
of guns undermines that code of rules and helps to break down
that rule of law, Most of the young hooligans who go around
holding up people with guns would not get licences t¢ get those
guns, In most cases they would not have guns with which to hold
up innocent people if the innocent people didsmet have those guns
for them to steal., In England, where the possession of a gun is
a very rare thing indeed, you do not have this crazy spate of

shootings. Guns invite violence., Sos/Pleage think about this,

The second problem has to4do with our conduct on the roads,
News about road accidents is.s80 common that we do not seem to
notice the news any more, We seem to take it for granted that
almost every day on gdur,reads someone is going to be damaged, maimed
or killed., Yet s=sbiwbipipe’ just a2 little thought for our fellow
citizens can often"make all the difference between having an
acclildent or not, If the person walking by the side of the road
would give way to the car approaching on his side while another
approacheg from the opposite direction an accident would be avoided.
I have seen someone step into the road forcing one car to swerve
into another., I have seen cyclists do the same,and I have seen
motorists who will not slow down but try to bull their way through.
I have seen trucks come shooting around blind corners, We are all
to blame: motorists, cyclists, people on foot and truck drivers.
And yet a little thought, a little courtesy, a little good manners
on all our parts would make a world of difference to our accident

rates,
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Good evening: You will remember that a wlldcat strike broke
last Friday
outZat the shirt factory known as Colonial Shirts of Jamaica, The
reason for the strike was the laylng off of one man by the manage-
'ment. About 25¢ workers were involved in the strike,

On Mbpday morning the workers reported baek for work, 230
were taken on and 24 were told that they were'hot needed just now,
But, the management told them, plans forsexpansion were in hand
and by October of this year the facteryishould be in a position
to give work to 500 workers, But“this /apparently did not satisfy
the workers, An ugly atmosphere developed, The workers stayed
on the premises of the factery.but did no work, The management
summoned the police butisthe workers defied and ridiculed the
police, In the end/an N.W.U. organiser led the workers off the
plant, telling them'that they were embarrassing the union.

On Tuesday the union sent a letter to the President of Colonial
Shirts of (Jamaica telling him that his firm must reinstate the 24
workers 'who had been dismissed by March 1l4th; March 1l4th was also
seb asthe deadline flor the factory management to fix a date
to discuss bargaining rights with the union,

Now, Jjust to get the background completely filled out, you
should know that the factory came into existence five months ago,
It enjoys the incentive concessions which the Government gives to
attract foreign capital into Jamaica for the building and expansion
of our industrialisation programme, You should further know that
up to the present the factory does not recognise any union as
pepresenting the workers., That is the background,

Now, the reaction of the factory management to the strike
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and the union's letter, according to news reports, was to contact
its principals abroad telling them to hold up the materials the
factory had ordered. A reasonable inference from this is that
the factory representatives here have decided to wait and see
what happens and may kexemkerkaimirxxikexpexxikixiky even be
thinking of pulling out. From thelr point of view theke case
would look something like this: all they have done’so far has
been to put money into the enterprise., It has been a gsteady five
months of paying out. This they expected to do. What they probably
did not expect was that during ;gi;xperiod oflaying out money
they should run into labour trouble as‘well, They might well be
asking themselves: is it worthwhile\to risk any more of our money?
The problem we, the people here, and the unions have to face
is whether our industrialisation programme is so far advanced and
so well established that we can afford to drive away even one
factory by the irresponsible action of a section of our workers,
And 1t certainly wlllunot do us any good in the eyes of investors
abroad if one reputable company were to say they pulled out because
they found our labour unreasohable and irresponsible,

Ofwcourse our workers must be organised, and of course they
are entitled to use their power of collective bargaining. There is
no question about this, They are as entitled to want a decent living
as any other section of the community, The question is whether our
unionists always use theilr power as re%ensibly as they should,
Would it benefit amr any worker if this factory which could give
work to 500 went out of business? And could not our union leaders
have handled the question of bargaining rights without meking it

seem that they are holding a pistol to the factory mapagement's head?
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Good evening: The Government's legislative programme as

outlined for this session of the House of Representatives is bold
and ambitious, It is yet another part of the unfolding of thet
grand design - the Ten ¥ear Development Plan - to change this
island from an econmmically weak and backward area intosa strong
and healthy one, Over 5 million pounds will be spent on education.
A Central Bank is goling to be set up so that we can have a more
direct control over the country's finances and a greater influence
on other financial institutions. Our_.agricultural development
institutions and going to be pulléd together and modernised. Soil
conservatlion is golng to receive mugh more serious attention.
These are only a few of a very.,large number of activities Government
will undertake this sessdons

One of the most/ important of these activities was touched on
by the Minister of \Trade and Industry, Mr, Wills Isaacs, in his
speech in the, House on Wednesday., Mr, Isaacs, you will remember,
told the House that our electricity will be converted km irom the
present %ugycles to 50 cycles by the end of 1962, The three
independent electricity services on the island - that of the Jamaica
Public Service Company, that of the company in Mandeville and
the Government-owned utllity at Sav-la-Mar - will all be integrated
as part of the Jamelca Public Service Company.

Now why does the Frequency have to be converted from 40 to
50 cycles, you might ask, especlally as it is going to cost so
much to do this, The reason ls that industries cannot operate
effectively on 40 cycles; ©So, 1f we are to have factories all

over the island, as the Minister said we should have, then having

50 cycles is very important,
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But the most important/of this electricity business from the
point of view of the majority of the people of Jamaica was Mr
Isaacs' statement that electricity will be made available to
practically all the people of Jamaica, This is no less than a
revolution of light,

Government, said Mr, Isaacs, had put 1t to the Public Service
Company that every village in every corner ol Jamad_a tadt naa
buv people uir mosre, should nave electricity. Andyto,this the
Public Service Company has agreed,

I wonder how many of us can, today, understand the vast
importance of this apparently simple deedsion, Just think about
it for a little,

At present more than half Jamaice lives in darkness that is
more than just physical, There are large numbers of our people
who cannot read and because\they have no electricity they are and
have been completely//cut)off irom the outside world, Now this will
come to an end, ALb awman or woman Will nave to do, even though
they may not be ablé to read, will be just to switch on the radlo
and the newe of ‘the whole wide world will pbe right in their little
home. They, will be able to near what thelr Government is or 1is not
doing, 'and they will no longer be cut ori from the broad stream
of progress in this country.

For myself, I have not the slightest doubt that this 1s one
of the most important and far-reaching decisions which will bring

lightg to our minds as well as our homes,
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Good evening: The University College 1s very much in the
news this week and I must confess that the protest demonstration
staged by the young ladies of Mary Seacole Hall made me feel
wickedly good and happy. I felt happy about it for twosreasons. .
The first reason has to do with the spirit of the‘pléce., Many
visitors coming here from other universities have from time to time
remarked on the qulet orderliness of the student body as compared
with student bodies at other universities, Here, they said, they
found none of the heated debating of major issues; no big engagements
on political and philosophic issues such as are constantly taking
place tn European universities; none of the cultural and social
activities, or very little ofsthem, of the American universities.
From this some of our vigiters concluded that our student body
was é@ocile and earnest group of young men and women, bent only
on paésing examinations, afraid of holding or expressing views
at all, let @&lone unpopular views, This was a harsh judgement,
perhaps,_ butwlt was one to which I subscribed on the whole,
Now "I am hopefully ready to revise this view, There is more
than just a spirit of genteel respectability in the place. The
young women have shown clearly and dramatically that they resented
- the off-handed attitude which denied them a dining hall for years -
and then the dining hall was suddenly rushed up in record time
because 1t was needed for the Convocatlion banquet, And the dramatised
this protest, I think, without in any way being rude to theilr
very distinguished visitor.
The second, andhin the long run very much more important, item

of university news was a brief report of statement Dr, Arthur
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Lewis made at the United Nations in New York, Dr, Lewis =xis
spoke about his plans for the University College when he arrives
to take up the Principalship,

He plans, he said, to extend the professional schools, There
will be a Faculty of Engineering; the Medical Faculty will be
increased by 50% and so will facilities at the hospitals Then he
went on to his most important point, He hoped, he said, that the
number of students at the University College could be Ancreased
from the present 700 to 2,000 within the next fourwyears,

You will remember that 1t was only last week that I told you
about the small number of students at our unmiversity as compared
with those at the university of Puerto Rico. I expressed the hope
then that this would soon change, It looks very much as though

that 1s precisely what Professor Arthur Lewis proposes to do,

A young teacher from Pepper sent me a letter after what I said
about the teacher shortage/ last Friday., He tells me that he has
been teaching atithe same school for the past two years and nine
months, He was,taken on as a probationer two years and nine months
ago; he is stdill a probationer, still getting a probationer's pay.
So, at the end of this term he plans to leave teaching and go into
the electronics industry where he'll get a little more money and
respect, We are not going to solve our teacher shortage if we
allow people to get as frustrated as this, This young man says he

knows many others who are in the same position he 1is,
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Good evening: The decision of the owners of Rose Hall

to shut down their factory at the end of this year's sugar crop
season means, I think, that we can expect some difficuldt days ahead
for both workers and management in the sugar industry. Jt will be
necessary for both workers and employers to face up to some very
hard decisions in the months to come: and what theéy decide, and
what they do is likely to have a very strong bearing on the general
economy of the country.
The sugar 1industry, as you know, is still the largest single
of labour

employer/in the whole country. And it' is not located in one single
area, It is spread throughoutwthe country, from the plains of EkxxTham
St. Catherine, through Verehand right up to the North Coast: in fact,
in terms of its physical,location the sugar industry and its offshoots
are just about the mest“'national' of all our undertakings, The
result 1s that the wages paid by sugar are spread throughout the
country, and largely among workers who are either semi-skilled or
unskilléd.w Now these two facts - that sugar is the largest employeryg
of labour_ and that it is found all over the island - means that
in can fairly be RexExike® sald that the wages paid by sugar is
the basis of the economic life of a very large majority of our
people, In other words, sugar 1s most important to our daily living.
Therefore the problems faced by sugar should be most important to
us,

Now the problems faced by sugar are two kinds, The first is
international, relating to world prices and quotas, Now here we
have not done badly so far because we have so0ld our sugar at a

guaranteed price under the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement, But in the
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open market prices have dropped and export giotas under the
International Sugar Agreement can be cut, as we saw last March when
there was a cut of 17% per cent. We did not have to se&l in the open
market then because we did a deal with Australia, But that was a
piece of luck for us, The point is the international position is
not as fixed and unchangeable as some of us think, Our_quotas could
be cut; we could be forced to segl in the open market &t lower prices,

The second kind of problem faced by the industryAs internal,
The Goldenberg Commission has recommendedf that the sugar industry
pay 1ts workers a 124 per cent bonus on 1959 wages and a wage
increase of 12%% from the start of the( 1960 crop. This means that
for 1959 and 1960 the sugar industry will pay out a combined wages
bill of about £10 million., There willybe more money in circulation,
spread throughout the country, Well, what 1s wrong with that?
Nothing at all, It is all te the good.

But the Rose Hallsfactory 1s closing; and Barnet Estate may
follow, This will mean men out of work; more unemployed. And to
keep on operating, the bilgger estates will have to use more efficient
methods, The \blg estates may find it quicker and cheaper to use
machines, %o do the work now done by men., This has happened elsewhere
in the'world: it has happened in agriculture in England and the
United States and it has happened on the sugar estates of our
neighbour island of Puerto Rico. I think it will happen here too.

I think the unions and the workers in the sugar industry would be

very wise indeed to address themselves to this problem,

Tomorrow I will talk about Sir Grantley Adams's attack on

Dr. Eric Williams; so, till then, Goodnight,
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Good evening: The news of Sir Grantley Adams' powerful
attack on Dr, Fric Williams was no surprise to those of us who try
to keep in touch with Federal affairs. It has been brewing for a
long time., What we have been wondering about was when amd how Sir

Grantley Adams would deal with Dr., Willliams., Now we Know ./ incre

is another thing which this blow-up or Sir Grantdey, Adams brings

out whicn I should liike ybu not to iorget, We wWere in Jamalca some-
times valk as though there is a sort of united front of all the
other islands of the Federation against us. 1nis, of course, is not
true, There 1s no ganging-up against us,/ and we are not the only
people creating problems for the Federation.

Over the past few weeks the Government ot Triniaad nhas been
deporting people from thewsmall islands from Trinidad. Tnis has
caused quite storm of/ protest from the small islands, Unly last week
Dr. Lincoln Radix, tine Deputy Speaker oi tne Federal House ot
Representativeg complained bitterly about the deporting oi Grenadians
irom Trinicéd,\How, ne asked, could we expect Canada and the United
States uwonopen their doors to our people when right nere in the
West IndieS we imposed restrictions of movement on people of the
federated territories, How, he went on, could we expect the respect
ot the rest ot the world when we showed such disunity among ourselves,
How could we protest when the Governments of Venezuelia, Aruba and
Curacao deport our people when we are aoing the same thing ourselves?

Ali this, coupled with Sir Grantley Adams' vpitter complaints
against the Triniuau Government aisproves completely the idea fo
any ganging-np against us,

Now Sir Grantley's statement was one of the strongest ever made

in peacetime by one government against another, He accuses Dr, Williams
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i belng ﬁntruthrul, of revealing information which should be
regarded as confidential between one government and another, and
ne accuses Dr, Williams of presenting Fedaeral matters in such a
way as to narm the Federal Government and do damage to the very
concept of Federation, Now all this, mark you, was not said in

a wild outburst of anger. It was done in a carerully préparea
statement which, we must assumec, was approved by €he whole Federal
Cabinet., Tnere is one other thing to be noted,, 1i you examine
these charges of Sir Grantley Adams carefully you will fina that
they are all foundeda on ract.

Now what does all this mean? 4% means that the Triniaad
Government, and more particularly Dry#Nilliams, seems to be
operating on a doublie standard In ats approach to Federation,
ln the debate with Jamaica bLrewWilliams is all for a strong
Federal Government witn vast powers for the centre, But, in nis
dealings with the Federal Government his attitude is one o1
comtepmt., Calling the Federai Government a siwooge oI the Colonial
Office can hardly‘'be described as a sign of respect. Or is 1t
that Dr, Williams only wants a stirong central government providea
ne can centrol it? li not, then what does ne want?

~ Certainly, the attitude and actions ot tne Premier of
Trinidad have lately not been those ol someone dedicated to the
building up and strengthening of the Federation., 1Iney nave seemed
mor the actions ol someone recklessly playing at power politics,
and that, at this stage, 1s doing no service to the idea of

Federation.......Gouvdnignt,
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Good evening: This evening I want to tell you about a little
book, which, if it is not in the news, should be., The book is

called The Happy Warrior, and it is written by one of our younger

journalists, Mr, Ken Chaplin who is on the staff of_ the weekly

newspaper Jamaica Times., The book tells the story.of 0fNeil
all over the world
Gordon Smith - whom millions of people/knew 86 much» better as

Collie Smith - from the day he was born on‘May 5th., 1934 to that
day on September 2lst of last year whem he was buried. The book

costs two shillings and six pence and_ yeou should be able to get

from any bookstore, I would
recommend this little book strongly to everybody, but especially
to those young men in our‘soegiety who feel that life has nothing
to offer them, that there 1is no future for them because they were
born into poor homes's \

Collie Smithwwas'born into a poor home, "He belong,“'writes
Ken Chaplin,| “to the under-privileged class in the West End of
Kingstong where little boys roamed the streets half-nakea ana
played cricket Rar with limes for balls and with bats carved out
of the boughs of coconut trees; where fathers and mothers, eking
out an exlistence, hardly had time to take proper care of their
children,*

Now there are many people who believe that a pboy with such a
background has very little future at ali, and many of these people
are to be found among the poor themselves, But there are otner
people = a small number still, it is true - who do not see things
in this way, Among this small body of people was the Rev, Hugh

Sherlock, a man who léves his fellow men and has a great faith in
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their will to goodness if they are given half a chance. To prove his
faith and help get the poor boys of Western Kingston off the streets,
Mr. Snerlock founded Boys Town, Collie Smitn went to Boys iown, met
Mr. Sneriock and was inspired, and from there on his steady climb to
success began., At the time of his death Colile Bmith was possibly the
best loved and most respected young sportsman throughout the world
wherever cricket is played,

How all this came about is set down simply and €iedarly by Ken
Chapiin in this book. It tc+la ue the kina orl person Collie smith
waé: a warm-hearted, happy generous young man who never forgot nis
mother ana nis rTamily when success came (tofndm, He was deeply religious
and tried to live out his religion ingwead of calKlng about it., 1in
nis last letter to his mother heqtelils, ner that ne has sent her some
money; tells ner of his plans,to come home; asks her for the snoeg
slzes o1 all the chilldren so, that he can bring them shoes; remembers
nis mother's birthday afa, promises ner tnat he will not get into
any trouble for her sake,

Now not every,young man from a poor nome can become a Gollie
Smith; but every\young man can iry to become tne Kind of person
Collie Smith was. And surely the life of Collie Smith proves that 1T
you have the ability and the will it i1s possible, even it you came
from the poorest nome, to make something of yourself in the field you
choose for yourself, The life of Collie Smith, the happy warrior, is

an inspiring story I would like everybody to read,....Goodnight,
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Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Irinidaa's Dr, Eric Williams has now replied to
the slashing attack made against him earlier this week by the
Federal Prime Minister, Sir Grantley Adams, <1nree interesting
things come out of Dr. Williams' reply. 'Ine first gniamg - ana 1T
18 potn 1nteresting and surprising - was the very mild manner in
which Dr., Wililams replied To wnat was possiply the bitterest
personal attack on him since he became Premier oi Trinidad, [
vnink part oif the reason for this is shat ‘Dr, Williams - iike a
large number of other people - under-estimated Sir Grantley Adams
and aid not expect such a vigorous eome-back, I also think that
Dr, Williams, who is nobody's Tood, realised that he had over-
reached himself in some o1 hils words and deeds,

Tne second interegting thing is that Dr, Williams did not
even try to derend himselr against Sir Grantley's charges that
he had told untruthg, that he nad unscrupulously made public
documents which were of a contidetial nature, and that he nad
presented Federal matters in such a way as to harm the Federadl
Government and do damage to tne concept or Federation, On this
Dr., Wi¥liams was completely silent, You will remember I told you
on Tuesday that these charges by Sir Grantley Adams were itounded
on tact, Dr., Williams' silence on these points is, I think, an
aumission of this fact.

Tne third interesting thing is Dr, Williams® reasons for
his own personal attitude and the attitude of the Government of
Trinidad to tne Federal Government, This, in fact, makes up the
essence of Dr, Williams' reply to Sir Grantley Adams, Tne Trinidad
Government, said Dr, Williams, has slowly been forced into reeling

tnat the Federal Government 1s nostile to Dr, williiams' party
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and his Government; or, if not hostile, then the Federai Government
1s completely out of sympathy with them,

He listed a number o1 difterences which had developed betwesn
the Federal Government and the Government ot Trinidad. There was
the issue oi the Federal Government's Lanu Acquisition Bill, The
Government or irinidad had revealed 1ts objections b;& tne Federal
Government had proceeded with the Bill,

Then, went on Dr, Williams, there was the lgsuesor Jamaica's
attitude to tne Constitution, The Federal Government nad taken no
stand on this, and as a result what should have been an issue between
Jamaica and tne rest oi tne Federatiomiias“become, in the public
mind, & conflict between Jamalca @nd Trinidad, Dr, Williams resented
the fact that the Federal Government had not sided witn Triniaad
over this matter. 1 wonder (3£ Dr, williiams realises that this state-
ment of his can be inuterpreted to mean: You must either be on my side
or you are no good,./ And,,of course, 1t shows a clear attempt at
ganging-up - whicafai¥led, as none of tne other unites wanted to
gang-up. Now I Ppersonadly nave a lot of sympthy for Dr, williams'
idea ol agstrong central government, but I think we are going to
need a%lot, of time to get there - and a lot or give and take, That
is where/I disagree witn Dr, Williams,

Anotner point is Cnaguaramas where he feels the Federal
Government should have made a clear declaration backing Trinidad.
Now I'm not trying to suggest that every thing is right with Sir
Grantley and everything is wrong with Dr, Williams, What I do feel
is that if Dr, Williams used some of Mr, Manley's restraint he would
make a greaﬂJcontribution to the healthy growth of the Federation.
Tomorrow I want to talk about some of the new Bills tabled in the

House of Representatives this week, .. Till then, Goodnight,
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Good evening: Eleven new Billls were tabled in the House of
Representatives this week, Théy cover a wide range of subjects and
most of them were to amend laws alrcady on the Statute Book, Now, in
a short commentary such as this I can only touch ononé€ or two of
these Bills and, possibly, deal with one in some ‘detail, Let me deal
with the brief ones first.

You know that as a result of the growingerlsis that gripped the
Banana industry throughout last year Government had set up a
Commission of Enquiry to go into thé\workings of the industry. Between
the end of last year and the beginning of thls year the Commission
made its report., None of thoge conCerned with the industry came out
oif the knquiry with a clear\sh ¢ the Commiession blamed the growers
for the poor quality pf™tie fruit; it blamed the Banana Board for
the poor state of the“erganisation; and it recommenddd that Government
create a strong cent®al body to take over the running of the industry.
Now the Minlster,of Agriculture has 1ntroduc%¢ ﬁgx Bill to amend the
Banana Board\Law for this purpose,

The Minister of Trade and Industry has introduced a Bill to amend
the Loans to Small Bumlnesses Law so thet in future a2¥ Co-cperative
Societieszzg;e under it instead of only Credit Unlons as at present,
The Amendment also makes it possible for people in the retail trade
to borrow money to get equipment to start in busineses or to improve
their exlsting businnesses, Then there is a Bill by the Minister of
Home Affairs to make sure that your favourite rumshop and mine have

decent tollet facilitles for us.

Now let me tell about my main Bill for this evening,
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This is a new one, and a very important one, it is called the
Clean Alr Law and it is a law that 1s likely to grow in importance
as our industrialisation programme develops, Where you have factories
you are bound to have smoke; industries use fuel and fuel liets off
smoke and gasses, Mining lets loose dust particle%in the air; and
not only mining, as the people near Kingston's cement company know,
And now, as well asg bauxite mining there is the pogsiBility of
copper mining coming to the isaand., And then, added w0 all this,
there 1s the o1l refinery. And, as you know,{when Frequency
Conversion ls completed and electricity spread all over the island
factories are likely to spread all over the island,

In short, as Government's far=redéhing plans to transform this
land develop, mines and factories amre likely to belch out their
black smoke, their fine dust particles and their lung-destroying
gasses - that is, unless sométhing is done about it,

Now in countriesswhere nothing has been done about it the
problem has gottenyout of hand. There are times when the citizens
of the great city“ef London cannot raise their heads and look at the
gky because of\the fog and the smog. All they see 1s a thick blanket
ofﬁgfdirty grey smoke, And that is not good for man's health, And
the probiem is out of hand, Our Clean Air Law is to make sure that
we deal with the problem before it starte properly. Under this Law
it will be possible to compel factories to use clean rather than
dirty fuel; it will be possible to control the gasses Fhat are let
out into the air for us to breathe, ©Some factories %3;£§ have to
put in filters to puriry the stuff they release into the air, And
the fine cloud of cement dust that is sometimes over Kingston will‘
I hope, become a memory which warned us of what could happen,
This is a most important law in terms of our health,...Xooxxoigiotx

Tomorrow I will talk about the police and the rule of law,..Goodnight,
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Good evening: Two newspaper columnists writing in our two
daily newspapers, and dolng so on the same day, were extremely angry
this week, Both of them wrote about the rule of law in this country.
Both felt that the rule of law was in a very poor state in Jamaica,

The one columnist wrote of two cases whereqthé police were
alleged to?gzzhandledprisoners. The first wag.the case of a
bearded young man of the professional clasges,who was arrested and
whose beard was forcibly shaved off before he was taken into court,
The second case was that of a salesman who also happened to have
been bearded and whose beard was also cut off, Both these incidents
were reported as taking place in ®panish Town., The police explanation
for the first incident, which the columnist published, yas that
the man was tidied-up™before being taken in front of the magistrate.
My columnist colleague wants to know/sgat right the police shaved
off the beards of “these two men, He then becomes extremely angry
and says that the state of civil liberty in Jamaica is sick ( and
he uses“the word sick three times). '

The second columnist writes about the man who was sent to
prison for six months and ordered to recelve six strokes for
commting an indecent assault in a young woman in daylight. He
approved of this, but he was angry because the law did not do this
more often, He wanted a law rushed through by the Cabinet to make
flogging compulsory for any person found guilty of any kind of
assault and wounding charge, He wanted the Minister of Trade and
Industry to put the sale of kitchen knives and daggers under

special licence and forbid thelr importation into Jamaica.

From this you will see that the rule of 1aw'1s quite a talking
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point in certain circles, including the press, In one case we get
the picture of the police as a bunch of arrogant men out to humiliate
the private cltizen at every opportunity; and in the other case we
have the picture of the private citizen as a sort of wild savage
determined to cut up everybody he meets and who can only be dealty
with by severe floggings.

The trouble is that when people ride an obsegSion they ride it
so hard that they defeat their own purposes, _The one columnist wants
the police to be more thoughtful of those people who are temporarily
in their charge. This 1s reasonable and /humane, But when he screams
that their 1s no civil liberty in Jamaica then he overstates his
case so badly that nobody wants totake him seriously. The same
goes for the other columnist, He'wants an end to violence, and that
too i1s reasonable, But when heéwsays we are fast becoming a law-less
and se&ibarbarous nation, ﬂh too overstates his case so badly that
few people would take him seriously.

I certainly,have, not found this wild lawlessness all over the
country and I%doubt if you have, And on the whole I have found our
police a reasonably good body of men., I would much rather deal with
them than, with the police of many other countries I know,

There is one thing though which I think our police ought to
watch carefully and it is this: under the rule of law every citizen
has exactly the same rights in law, There should be no difference in
the rule of law when applied to either the rich or the poor, the
powerful or the weak, the high or the low, That must be a cornerstone
of our law and its enforcement, On this point I think our police have
been at fault at times, We are all equal 1n'the eyes of the law,

Goodnight,
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Good evening: I know that many of you asked many questions,
either to yourselves or to your friends, when you read and heard of the
big rum deal at the end of last week, You remember that it was last
Thursday morning that we got the news that the rum companies of Wray
and Nephew, Captain Morgan and Edwin Charley had de¢ided to merge and
to set up a new &£5 million company to be known a€ the Consolidated
International Corporation,

Now what 1s behind this? Why did the perger take place? And who
will now be running Jamaica's rum industry?

Well, to begin with, mergers and take-overs on such a scale are
an interesting sign of the times, “Infcountries where the economy 1is
simple and backward the buying upwof one company by another is a very
simple matter., But this wag @ very sophisticated operation with an
interesting history of competition behind it, As some of you will
remember, the Canadlan firm of Seagrams came into Jamalca some time
ago by buying up, Captain Morgan., ImExxgmmp Seagrams 1s a very big
firm with wordd=wide distribution outlets, They pumped a lot of money
into Captain Morgan and for a time it looked as though they might
beat their“main rival, Wray and Nephew, at the tough business of
selling rum, But Wray and Nephew fought back in great style and wiih
great skill and imagination and outstripped Seagramg Morgan, The result
was a fall in Seagramb sales, Stocks of rum piled up.

Now in this kind of competition there is an aceppted rule in the
international business world that goes something like this: If you
can't beaﬂ?w;uy them; if you can't buy them amalgamate with them,
Another tﬁing which added to Seagrams' problems is that the man heading

their operations in Jamaica will soon be leaving for England to head

the Banana Board's selling office in England, So the best way out was
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ebwiemsdy to merge. And of course, it sults Wray and Nephew who will

now have the zexExk facilities of the largest distillers in the world

MLV('
behind them. Andsc#sasarse—asaga, the Edwin Charley interests wouid-

swribe<them to _Jjoln it—%ee. And there you have the background,

The new company will be run and controlled by local interests, and

the first directors of the company - five of them - are™all Jamalcans,
And there is one more thing to note, Wray and Rephew, Qgaptain Morgan
and Charleys will still operate as separate companies, offering their
own brands of rum in competition with each othér, But, you will ask,
how real will this competition be? After ali, the—truath—ofthe matter
~&s—%met we will now have a rum monopolys/in Jamaica., And when-all is-
Seitd—end—done, Wcniher youAbuy your boO%tie ol Appleton or your bottie
will be

0l Morgan or youlr’ pouvuie OL Uharicys, you/ XKk pbasicaliiy buying irom
the same firm,

And -of—=HTTTY, XABXKEYXEMEXEIAR [or all ol us, tne Jonn Citizens
who like our slug offrum _at the end oi tne aay, the kKey question 18:
what 1s this going \lowdo to prices? Will the manjg?%n%ne Job, or tne
man coming outioi\ the bush still be able to stop at his rumshop, put
down his glxpence, toss uouwii nis arink oif white and then continue on
hls way“homé? In other words, is the price or rum going to go up, or
will it remain the same? This, for the ordinary citizen, is tne most
important question. The head of Seagrams, lMr, Broanfman nas said that
thls merger 1s a very good thing for Jamaica, I think we will only be
able to agree with him when we are sure that our ravourite drink is

not going to cost us a penny more,...iomorrow I nope to tvaik about

labour relations; so t1ill then,...Goodnight,
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Good evening: You willi remember that 1 nave, in tne past, talked
labour relations &@n specirlc issues as tney came up, You remember
in one commentary I talk about the strike at the Colonial Shnirt
ractory. In another 1 talked about the problems facing the sugar
industry and the workers in that industry. 1loaighAt 4 would like
to talk about the %222 of labour relations ©ecgause 1t seeuws vO we
most important that we should try to get oury,ldeas as clear as
possible on this question, I think that«to a large extent the
future weili-pelng oi our country depends on this, And I think 1t
18 most i1mportant that in ourythinking we try to think wilth tae
good oI the whole country. in our minds, 1o taink of tne interests
of only a group or only & section of the country, is not good
enough, ''o0 an extenAtwwe have to think sectionally in our day-to=
uay uealings wiuvlnproblems, But 1 am sure that ir, as the background
to even the most“sectional oi our problems, we always remembened
the good ol the whole country, our thinking will be so much umore
construeiive and creative, Tnis, 1 ieei, should appiy to all o1 us,
whether we are workers or employers, skilled or unskilled,; civil
servants or any ovoner category,

But when we talk about labour relations we are generally
talking about the relations beilwescin tne employer and his workers
and we are generally thinking of a ractory or an estate, It is
lapour relations at this level that nhas been in the news o1 late.,

Now tne flrst ractu we have to face quite cleariy is tnat the
worker in Jamaica 1is nownere nearly as well-paia as is nis oupposite
number in the United States or Britain, T[here are clear reasons

for this., Generally speaking, tne Amerlcadfnd British worker has
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nad a Longér history or industrialisation and this has resulted in
a number oi things., First, ne has developed his skills over a iong
period of time and hangea them down ifrom generation to generation,
Second, he nas bullt up a very strong iabour movement which is an
integrated part of the very structure oi nis country and winicn is
a most poweriul force in tne soclal, economic and political affairs
of nis couniry. And, colra, waoobvuy aisputes his rightsfo organise
himself into anda to ve a mempber vi & uvraue union, s lu ract, unionisSi
18 accepted oy aimost everybody in those Twe gi‘edt countries as
rignt proper and respectable,

Now, once you have a situation Like that your worker becomes
a responsible and respecteda member” oi his society., He knows that ne
is sirong in his organisation and\reégpected in nis society, He
knows that the relations betweenMmimsell and nis employer are
generally regulatéloy agreement and that his employer has a basic
respect 1or nis union.\ni® union leader does not have to fight ,4
make a snow oI sirengtn before the union 1s recognised, And 80
iabour relatione in»thdése countries are on the whole very good.

DUl Wehnave Lo do 1in a very short perioa what Britain and
America didwover a long stretch oi time., we nave to inaustriailse
tasy, we have to build up an industrial working class iasiv. We
have 10 make a great leap in time and such great leaps arc uever
easy., lney are meue more aifficult oy cmployers wno do not want to
recognise unions; oy workers wnu uo not listen to their leaders;
and by union leaders wno are afraid o ao tine right thing because
it 1s unpopular; and or course by the society wnich tends to be
hostile 1o unionism, iune unions can and will, I believe, become

our greatest rorce for good labour relations in tne uays aheau,.
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Gooa evening: News on tnhe British Guiana constitutionali calks
now going on in London 1is very sketchy indeeu, but it does secem
that the uesaulock which tnreatened the talks earlierwnas now
iargely been overcome, lunls does not¢ mean tnat everytuing is going
to be plain sailing from here on, but I do think we can now look
iorward to an agreement wnich will give B,G./ a@"greater degree

on internal seli=-government within tne next year or so,

i tnink that under this agreement we can expect B.u. w0 geu
a Jlarge measure ol tne sind of anvernal selr-government enjoyed
by Barbados, Jamaica and Trifuaad, lhere is likeiy T©o be an upper
and lower House such as wéwhave and responsivility 1or running
the counury wiil be in the hands of the majority party.

L am very glad about this because it means tnat tne Coloniadl
Office nas accepted“the central fact o tne B.,u. situation, and tha
1s thav ur, uneddl Jagan and nis party are tnere to stay., I nave
nad theefeeling for a long time that there were soume people at tne
Colonial Uffice wno thought tnat 11 they coula delay seii=-govern=-
ment, ior a suificiencly long time the people of B.w. wight become
ailsappointed with Jagan ana turn from nim, L 40 not thnink this
would have happened and 1 think Mr, Meuisovu, tne Colonial sSecretary
nas shown great good sense 1n accepting tne iaci vhat Jagan and his
party are no pusinover in B,G,

Now, wurning to Trinidad we find that Dr, wsiic wililams is
still maxing startiing and disturbing news, We nave just heard
nis Government
tnat Ag has refused to make a conuiribution towards the entertainin;
ol the Princess Royal and that they are likely to boycott ner

carlier
visit., And Ex&n, vowards the end ol last week Wwe nad tne news
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that the Aﬁerican autnoritvies ap Cuaaguaramas nad to pury

4u;uuu aulilars worin o1 citrus oecause ur, williams reiuseu to

give the Americans permission (0 hand over tnhe iruit to Yriuiuauran
charities,

Now uiaese are very drastic actions and I know many people
would be incliined to dismiss Dr, Williams out or nand for taem,
Some oI nisjggllow frinidadians nave chargeu uc, widliams witn
gshowing a gross ianumanity over tinils citrus business, iney say
ne does not care what happens to tne poor and the neeay, And, oI
course, his actions tend to lend support’ teo,this juagement,

But I think it would be superticial to just aismiss Ur,
williams as some 01 us tena to do, 1) Think that behina most oi
18 actions there 1s a burning desire (o oring o als country and
10 his countrymen a sense_oi aignity and a sense or seli-respect,

a sense of nationalist pride, To Dr, williams the Americans,against
whom he 1s now fighting over the issue of Chaguaramas,are the
enemy, Well thenj if you are a proud, self-respecting man you do
not accept charity from your enemies, Now this 1is, I think, an
understandable position, whether we agree with it or not, It was
Kwame ‘Nkrumah of Ghana, I think, who raised the cry in the early
days of Ghané>struggle for independence: It is better to be
hungry and free than well-fed and unfree, And to Dr, Williams an
important part of freedom is for Trinidadians to control all their
land, I think it is important for us try and understand Dr,
Williams' reasons even when his actlions seem most unreasonable to uc
He 1is, wkkther we like it or not, a most important West Indian,
Goodnight,
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Good evening: South Africa has forced itself into the forefront
of world news with dramatic violence. The facte of what has happened
there are painfully simple and traglcally clear, The black men
and women of South Africa chose Monday of this weekra@s the day

on which they would launch a protest movement agé@ipststhe wvarrying
of Passes, They had decided that this would be ‘a p€aceful protest,
that they would leave their homes without thgir passes and invite
the police to arrest them, Thousands of them, all over the country
did just that, And remember, there.are mofe than ten million

black folk and less than three million white folk in that country.
Well, when the white folk sawhhundreds of thousands of black ftolk
making this great demonstration, they were afraid and there was

an outburst of violenee that was savage and brutal, Before this
week is out 1 am sure\that the 1ist of the dead will be more than
one hundred. It 18, ¢lose to that now, And so far all the dead

are black E0lk.,\We do not nave news of a single white person being
killed.,

Those are the sad facts, But the reasons behind these facts,
the heason why so many Africans had to be killed, is a very uuch
more complicated story which has a lot 1o do with what is happening
all over Airica, and which we can only understand iully by looking
at the Qhole of Africa and by looking at tne probiems of race and
colour in the world today. But this I cannot attempt to do in a
single commentary; so I have declided to devote this, as well as my
next two commentaries to explainingj?Zasons behind the brutal

killings in South Africa.

Let me begin with the pass Laws which set off the killings.
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The newspapers have described these Passes as identity cards. But
it is not as simple as that., There are a host of these Passes,
I can remember ten, but I know there are more, and every black
person, from the age of about fourteen has to carry one or more

of these Passes, The main one is called the Monthly Pass, This one

identifies you, shows where you live, how old you are, your finger
prints and who your parents are, If you are ever caught without it
you are sent to jall as a criminal, If a black man gbea from one

town or village to another he nas to get a Travelling Pass, When

he looks for work he must have a Six Day Spéegial”Pass. When he gets

work he must have an Identification Pags ag well, On his day off

he must get a Special Day Pass., If hewants to visit a friend in

one of the ghettoes reserved foryblack people he must get a Vistor's

Pass., To be out at night he mugt have a Night Special Pass, To

live anywhere, since he can“mno longer own land in his own country,
he must get a lodger's Passy And there is even a Pass for schoolboys,
These are only a féw of the long list, and the black man has to
produce one or allyof them on demand by any policeman or else go to
Jail,
will

But¢what is the point of all this, you/ask. First, it means
that the'rulers of South Africa know at any time, night or day,
whereyany black person in the country can be found by simply looking
at the Pass records, This turns South Africa into a vast prison
camp for all its black citizens. There 1s not a move anyone can
make without the rulers knowing about it, The second reason is
1o convince the black man that he is inferior to the white, It is
because they have failed to convince the black man and because of
what 1s happening elsewhere that they had to kill so many Africans
last Monday...But I will tell you more about that tomorrow,

Goodnight.
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Good evening: You will remember I told you last night
about the Pass Laws which set off the killings in South Africa on
Monday of this week. You wlll also remember that I ended by saying
that it was because the whiteﬂfg;g failed to convince the black
folk that they were inferior and because of what wés happening
elsewhere that the rulers of South Africa had@\toyzkill so many
Africans, Well now, what does this mean?,]lt means, I am sure, that
we are seeling the first signs of despération and the beginnings of
panic among the white rulers of Sotth Africa., The pressures are
beginning to tell on them because, dnstead of facing only one
enemy, as they formerly did, they'now face three enemies,

The first enemy they faced were the black people in South
Africa., Ever since the Meginning of the Union of South Africa in
1910 the white South Africans have, with rare exceptions, looked
on the black Seuth“Africans as their enemies, That is why they
had to build up the elaborate colour bar system with its complicated
and ruthless Pass Laws, It 1s because they have always looked on
the black man inside the country as their enemy that they have
built™dp the largest police force on the whole continent, and that

is why and air force

/they have the best and most modern army/with the most modern guns
and tanks and planes on the whole African continent. They knew that
they would have to deal with these people sonner or later, so they
armed themselves and felt secure.

After the Second World War and in fact, right up to 1950
Africa, which is as large as the United States, Western Europe,

India and China put together, was still controlled and dominated
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by European powers., The more than 200 million peoples of Africa
were still the colonial subjects of Britain, France, Belgium,
Portugal and Spain, There were then only four independent countries
on the whole vast Continent: these were South Africa itself, the
ancient kingdom of Ethiopia, Egypt and the tiny Republlic of Liberia,
All the rest were colonies, As long as that was the situation and
she was well armed to deal with her own black people_the rulers of
South Africa had very little to fear.

But the world changed very suddenly between 1950 and 196U, and
no part of the world changed as much as Africas., In 1951 Libya
became independent; in 1956 Morocco, Tunislawmand Sudan became
independent; in 1957 Ghana became independent; in 1958 Guinea became
independent; and this year Nigeria,/ the Belglan Congo, Somalia and
Cameroon will all become independent, And those that are not yet
independent, such as Kenya,Tanganyika and Uganaa nave Just received
or Xxxx are now working out new constitutions which will lead wo
independence, <Toda¥ there are only two bits oi Arfrica which are
still old-style ‘celonies; and in one of them, Algeria, tne French
are liosing a bitter war against the independence movement, What a
change 1in tem\snoru years)

4Tw18 tnis change that nas struck fear into the white South
AIrTeang. ney know they do not have a single friena among these
newly independent black states, They know the black people in their
own country XXX look on tnese states as examples to 1Ioliow and so
they try to clamp down more 1irmly and make a show of strength by
by massive killings, But there is another wind of iear touching

tnhem about which I will tell you tomorrow.....Gooanight,
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Good evening: Last night and the night before 1 gave you two
01 the three reasons benind the mass killings that took place in
Soutn Aririca uthis week, Tlhe first, you will remember, was the fear
in the hearts and minds of the two and a quarter million white
Soutnh Africans that the more than ten million black S6uuin Airicans
will one day revolt against their oppression; ge.they had to make
a brutal show of strengtn to try and intimidate them, he second
reason, you will remember, was to be founhas,ln tne cnanging face
of Africa, wnere in less than ten yedrs biack men have taken power
into tneir own hands 1in nearlyqthe Wnole continent: and all these
new independent states are giostile to the race anu colour rule of
South Africa., Tonight I wWant to give you tre third reason, and
vnis has to do with gthe enanged and changing attitude of tne world
at large to the qUestion oi race and colour,

loday all tiae indépenaent governments of the world, except that
ol South Afnrica, have rejecteu the iuea ol legal segregation and
discrimination., Wnere you do still have aiscrimination, as in parts
ol the United States, the national government 1s activeliy working
against 1u. diaeir'e 18 a great battle going on in the Legislature of
the United States right now to remove such legal nandicaps as the
American Negroes stili suifer under, iune important point is that
tne Government oI the Unitea States is itself fighting against
racial discrimination within the united States; and the nigner
courts ol the United Siates nave been among the greatest champions
of racial equality. ounly in South Africa is racial discrimination

a policy or tne Government; only there is it uphela by the courts



of law, And wnen tnere were tne race riots in kngland, the Hnglish
Parliament ana tne English courts were rirmly against tne racialists
among their own people, Su you see, South Africa is alone in ner
stand ot legaliseu ulscrimination, And tne rest ot tne worid, for
reasons ol politicali interest as well as for moral reasons nas iound
it increasingly difficult to turn a biind eye O Wnat 1s happening
in South Aririca. And so tne neavy pressure of world Opinion was
slowly turned against boutn Airica until sne is,<{today, the most
condemned and tne most criticised country inthe whole world for
her racial policies, But criticism and comrdemnation by tnemselves
could do very little. And it was here that Jamaica snowed the
world what could be done and becamg” tne\leader ol tne worla on a
most important moral issue: Jamaica 8garited tnc boycoltl movement,
and I promise you we nave not heapd the last of them yet. And now
even Britain and tne uUnilea,ST&tes can no longer remain silent,

Su tanere you ares, thedwhite rulers oif South AIrrica are now
under pressure from tne black people inside South Africa; they
are under pressure, Irom thne independent African state§ ana tney are
under pressure from the rest of tne worlia., aAund like a cornereu
beast tney are lashing out violently,., I think we can expect more
violence, from tnem, wmore killings as they grow more desperate, Tney
have had these killings in tne past pbut the worlu Look very little
notice tnen, It 1s different today. And I am convinced that under
these pressures we will, within tne next decade, see tne end of
the world's last great racial tyranny. uwood speeu the uay,

Guodnight,
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Good evening: The racial killings in South Airica so
uominated Woriu ncws iasi week that I nave rather neglected local
altairs in my commentaries., Su ieil me try and put thls rignt now,
une o1 the most important events on the nome front dast week was
Mr, Arnett's announcement on Wednesday utnat unerg would be an
inc¢rease 1n our property tax, You willi rememper \that the Minister
0ol Finance said that as from April the first @f this year property
tax will go up from #sight Pence in thes®WiU Lo One Sniiling and
Four Pence in the £10, He also saienthat this would apply to ali
the Parishes of the island excepii\St.s/Catherine ana St, aAnn, as
tnese two Parishes started paylng tax on the unimproved vaiue last
year and March 1st, the cate tTeor making aajustments in them, nas
aliready passed,

Now cthe first (and most obvious thing this means is that on
April lst, whign 1s\on Friday of this week, ali those of us who own
property are,going to pay more tax, But now muchn more? ne Minister
explained in\the House tne next uay, iaurday, Lnat the new increase
would put ®ne touval iand taxes and Parisn council rates we pay up
by ‘(%,w8nc nov by HU% as some people nave made ovuuv, Liae secona
obvious thing i1s that ovnils 18 not a general or indirect tax which
all or us a re going to have to pay. 11 you do not own RREERRY
property unen this tax does not affect you. And 1r_you own a very

increase
small property then you will hardly notice tne tax/at all, lu is
vhe people witn large properties who teel this most because tney

are going to have to pay wmore., Anu tney are the people who are wost

bitver against tnis tax increase, Now, tne oitoverness ol large



ppopgrty owners against this tax increase 1s undersvandapble: we
nome oI us lake to pay taxes; 1 uon't, and l'm sure you don't;
taxes are a necessary evil with wialcn we nhave to put up, but we
certainly do not like them, And we like even less 1o have our
Laxes increased, ou, Lhe big property owners nave my sympathy.
But I do see the point of this tax increase, ana 1 wedlcome 1T ior
two main reasons among others,

Now, alli you have to do 1s travel acrossJamaica irom north
1o Boutn or east to weast 110 see the remargadie iuprovements an
our roads compared witn i1ive years ago., And ‘yet many oi us,=x
especially peoplie with cars, Luose whnoséare likely to own big
properties, are not satisiied, We\z€el the roads can do with more
improving., And not all these ®oaasvare paiu for by central governmen
the local authorities payefor some, Tne additional money from tnis
tax increase will go inte, some of our roads, The same thing will
apply with water wiere we have more and better piped water than
five years ago; andwsome of this money will go into playing fields
for our childremp "and clinics for our sick.

My, second main reason for welcoming this tax increase is that
it 1isql3¥kely to bring down the price of land and reduce speculation
in Yand, Land prices have become unreasonably high, so high that
it is practically impossible for any person earning less than £1,000
a year to buy a/gizigtof land and build a home on it. And I think
it is wrong for the price of land to be so high that only a small
section of our socliety can afford it. Thils tax increase will, I hope
help to change that.... Tomorrow I want touch on aspects of

agriculture, So, till then, goodnight,
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Good evening: There is a big debate going on currently in
agricultural circles about the faults and good pointes of the
Farm Development Scheme which comes to an end this week, As you
know, the Ministry of Agriculture/ has told farmers/that the old
Scheme with its emphasis on assistance will come to am end on
Thursday. But farmers will have until the end of Séptember of this
year to complete such projects as they stillfhave in hand, and
then a revised 8cheme will come intosepération., Under the new
Scheme farmers are not likely to get “the kind of grants and
assistance they got under the old“‘©cheme, They are going to have
to stand more firmly on their\own, Teet, though they will be able
to borrow money for approved, projects.

Now that the oldu.Earm®Development Scheme is coming to and end
there are many voices\raised against it and many people, some of
them quite powerful in agricultural circles, seem to want to throw
out tne baky wil%n the bath water, There tnose who say that the
Scheme Kag'\done very little good, that agricultural output has
not ihcressea under it and that the farmers have learnt hardly
anythling from the Szmmm Scheme, Then there are stories of J.A.S.
Journals being piled away in cupboards without the parcels being
even opened, I daresay all of this is probably true, Output nas
not been as high as most of us want it to be, Anfl some rarmers
have used the Scheme and the funds from the Scheme for purposes
for which it was not intended., There are always people who think
it is clever to cheat but I do not think they are any more

numerous in our rarming community than in any other walk of 1life,

And, you know, sometimes the J.A.S. Journal makes such dull reading
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that one just opens it and tnen puts it aside: I have certainly
done so often enough.

For myself, 1 think I am inclined to agree with the judgement
passed on the Scheme by Captain Art ur Theiwell, the chairman of
the Christiana Area Land Authority. These were Captain Thelwell's
words: "lne effects of the Scheme cannot be judgded only in terms
of crop returns, Vut there on the land, it is creating a
revolution in people's thinking and in the methoussby*which they
do things, and the revolution is leading to_highervliving standards,
better housing ideas and altogether an improyved outlook on life,

I think if you take all these things together you will find that
the Scheme has been well worthwhile, "' Those are Captain Thelwell's
words and, as I sald, I am inclined to agree with him, In order to
change your world, you must flestschange your outlook and this, I
think, the old Farm Development Scheme has to a great extent
succeeded in doing.

What I hope will be very closely watched under the new Scheme,
is the size and qaulity of our Extension Services, I hope we will
not see, as hasseo often been the case in the past, three ixtension
Service Otfivers in thnree very big cars converging on one little
spot te give intruction to between six and a dozen people, Tnis
is a 'sheer waste of the tax payers' time and money. I also hope
that we will have less 01 the superior instructor who feels that
he knows everything and that no small farmer can teach him anything.

To sum up then, I think the old Scheme has served the very
useful purpose of helping to create this change in the farmer's
outlook, But the time is now ripe for the Revised Scheme; the
time 1s ripe for better and more intelligent farming, and the old

Scheme has helped to make that time ripe for the new Scheme, XN¥X3s

¥&XKE Tomorrow I will look at the Federal scene,.....Goodnight,
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Good evening: There were three interesting developments on
the Federal scene last week, but the news from South Africa meant
I had to poé?one comment on them till now,

First there was the grant of 2% million dollars_made last
Tuesday to the Federal Government by the United Sfates Government
through its International Co-operation Administration.

This money will go into axfuma@ the ¢Devlepment Loan and
Guarantee Fund recently set up by the Federal Government, The
United Kingdom Government has alpéady\contributed 13 million
dodtars to this fund and the Federal Government has itself
provided one million dollars: Zwhich brings the total in the Fund
at present up to 5 millionsdollars.

Now, the purpose o0f>this fund is to help establish develop-
ment programmes_in the wmarious Unit territories and I think it
is reasonablentoassume that the Units who will benefit most from
this Fundq are the small islands of the Windwards and Leewards, And
that l1s'as it should be. It is important to note that this money
will net be used as handouts in any shape or form but rather to
build up and diversity the economy of the area, The political
aspect of this grant is that it has given more stature and dignity
to our Federal Government than many of the recent speechesgs of =ome
of our own politicians. It is almost as though the U.S., Canafia
and Britain are more genuinely interested in the Federation than we
are,

The second interesting item on the Federal scene was Dr.

Williams' declaration on Tuesday of last week that Trinidad will



leave the Federation if his Government's demand for an independent
Federation with a strong central government is not accepted,

This, I fear, brings the dismal Federal picture into full
circle, We now have the picture where Jamalica says that unless
she has her way she will leave the Federation, and Trinidad says
that unless ghe has her way, she will leave the Federation., In
other words, the two most important Units of the Feder@tion are
now indulging in what can only be called politigs=at-pistol point,
Each of these two powerful Units now say: It%'1is elther going to
be a Federation along my lines or I qudt. /Now look at this any way
you like, or, to use Dr., Williams' .owd words 'Jump high, jump low,
like it or not', this 1is polities @t a very poor level of statesman-
ship, For myself, I should like to see Mr. Manley and Dr. Williams
meeting privately and without any advisers and try to work out thelr
differences at a personal, level, The future of a great dream is
involved.

The third interesting item is a very much happler piece of
news, Introducing his fourth Budget to the Trinidad House on
Wednesday, of last week, Dr, Williams announced that free secondary
educatlion will progressively be introduced into Trinidad. In the
first Jdnstance secondary education will bedome free in three
government schools as well as in two more to be built this year,

The same will apply to nine other schools to be built or now buildir
Then the Government will work out with the churches ways and means
for their secondary schools also to become free, This is wonderful
news because the importance of education to the future development
of the West Indies as a whole can never be over-emphasised, This

is, I think, one of the most valuable contributions Dr., Williams

and his government are making to Trinidad and the West Indies as
a whole., Goodnight,
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Good evening: I should like to talk about your health this
evening because tomorrow, April the first, something that is very
important to ®=XX the health of all of us will come within the
reach of practically everybody in Jamaica. I am, ofwcourse,
reterring to the Jamaica Blue Cross Plan; about which 4 am sure
many of you already know, Up to now this Planvnas Only applied
to groups of ten people or more; but from temorrow any single
person or any family will be able to jointhe Plan.

Now what is this Plan? Wwell, toanswer it properly I must
first remind you of mX things whieh have happened to most, if not
all, of us, 1 am sure that agwong &ail oi you listening there must
have been a large number ©%, people who have been xii sick at one
time or another and who hawve not been able to airford to go to a
doctor. I am sure fthat among you there are parents wino atl one time
o1 enotier nave wadethemselives 1li Withn mlsely anu Unlapplness
pecause thegy could nou arlrord to take their child to see a specialie
or pay Ter\tilat operation Or tnal Speclal Lrealment Lae cnlia
neeadu, MMua I am sure there are yet others who gol tinemseives
aeepyinto debdt in order tnat a loved one should get tne proper
medical treatment at a time of sickness, aAna I am sure there are
many sad people among you who have lost therxe loved ones because
they could not aiford an expensive treatment that might have made
all tne dirfrerence beiuween life and death, I am sure of all this
because every year one out oi every three iamilies 1n Jamaica
nas a need to use a hospital, We none of us have any security

against slckness or accident, 1t does not matter whether we are

rich or poor, big families or small; sickness can strike anywhere,



* does .«
Wnat we can do is to make sure that when sickness/strikeg we

will be able to get the best doctors, the best medlcines and the
best hospital treacvment possible., And tnls we can ao by joining
inuiviuuad
the Blue Cross Plan. LI you join Blue Cross as an/XRYXxduax or as
a ramily, you, your wife and each of your children wno are not yet
eignteen, will each be entitled to ninety days ol iree care ana
treatment eacn year in a hospital should the need arise, Your
ambulance, your X-gays, your operations, your médi€ines, your
doctors vislits will all be free; 1in tne evegl oﬁ pregnancy your
wife willi bpe able to have her baby in nome,oriyhospital and ali
treatment will be free - provided youw'have ,been enrolled in the
Plian for ten months before the birtn.of tne child,
in snort, tne Blue Cross Plan frees you of the worry as to

where the money for treatment 18,0 come from when there 1s sickness
in the house, And you aal RaOW now great that worry can be,

Now how do you join'Blue Cross? As Irom tomorrow there will
be two ways: therelis fthe Group plan which nas been golng in Jamalca
Ior two years @ew., in this there must be ten or more people, 11 you
earn less ¢an £50U a yoar you pay o/= & monia LI you are single,
or lo/= a,mepth to cover your whole ramily., I1iI you earn more than
LHUW a year you pay i2/- a month single or xxaxZ2 a month for your
Iamily. 11 you are joining noi a&s & group unei you pay (/- single
or z¢/= per ramily per month 1i you sarn &ouuy or less; 11 you earn
more then you pay 15/« single or &£2,0.VU per ramily per month, Aund
ior tinls you will geu rulli anu free care in your time oi need,
11 you are interested in tnis wonderful plan write to Blue Cross,
care o1 tne University Hospital, Mona, Kingston (,...lomorrow i will
talk abatit the 1uss in the House between Busta and Father Coombs on

Tuesday., Till then, goodnight,
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