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By CARL JACOBS
IT WAS August 1962. The West Indian atmos-
phere was heady with the aroma of inde-
pendence. A Jamaican disc jockey started a
steelband record turning on the table in his studio.
A listener on the Mona campus of the Uni-
versity of the West Indies immediately turned the
i volume of his transistor set full blast, seti'ag cff »
! train reaction. ; .
i Other radios were switched on as the glorious
sound of pan swept the campus, i
As if by magic, yndergraduates in nightclothes
and various stages of undress poured-onto the

The story goes that the radio station was con-
tacted by phone and after urgent pleading played
the record again and agsin. And the jump up
gotinged. = o o T e e

The tune was Franz Listz’s Liebestraume..

from  Woodbrook  who, ever since 1942, wnen they
| were formed in a backyard on Tragarete Road
|~ opposite the Queen’s Park Oval, have been having
that sort of effect on their delighted listeners.
This story is related, almost in the samec words,
in-a recent issue of Shell Topics. And proudly so

for Shell Trinidad Limited has every reason to

legendary name in the colourful history of the
steelband. i y :

___ So much of the development and evolution of
the steelband and the sweetening of pan is- the
product of Invaders that it is only fitting for tnem
%o be the first stesibind o be gpornsored.

When Shell TTinidad made the historic decision
in 1960 to become the first company to be officially
associated with the steelband, the Invaders were
its first and natural choice.

Since then, dozens of steelbands all over Lhe
country have begun to enjoy the benefits of
sponsorship by business and industrial enterprises
operating in the country — a form of assistance
which has ushered the steelband into a new era of
refinement and sophistication.
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ELLIE MANETTE . . . genius of the pan.

Now a kind of patriarchal  To constamtly enrichen this
institution in the world of is what makes Shell Invad-
pan, Shell Invaders have ers tick. ‘

This is the heritage of

of steelband history making Ellie a true genius
its own lusty contribution  of the pan founded the
from the early war years to  Invaders and jed them into
the present stage of inter- the golden era of the
naﬂonsdmdnlh!stwy ht th

“The man who brought the
Shell Invaders is not und steelband from social ostra-
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arena of competition; spectability was Ellie Ma
band is never “a hot con: " wrate W. A, Sim
testant” msﬂ or in a booklet published
laurel. ‘ aders - to accompany an exhibition

tribute to Ma
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pam, ‘Mﬁ---—‘———w-—':ﬁg!
deeply to their audiences “In’ fact, one of the things
and Tvaders fam

'lmh-wlmlmd. mhhﬁﬂrdl!’l“‘d
a that es- : )

tablish their individuality, (Continned o Fage §5)

_ BTEELBAND SUPPLEMENT, Sunday, February 1, 1970

~ The orchestga: Shell Invaders, the pled-pantmen .~ —

. rejoice over its association with the Invaders, -a .

f

were open to Ellie who al was the manner in
faught the sons and duught- hﬁ. waiked

ers of the elite what to do  ,jjaq the music on -
with a ping pong .or other - .} 4avg and lstened to the
favourite 1oBE . peat, and erested new rhy-
before pan became as popu- thms and mew styles and
Iar as it is teday. combinations im his head
wragyed bs dramstiok with Do  Reopls

strips of rubber and Kilie T 1987, Eille Manetts mi-
who fiest mariked off the top grated to the United States
of sn ol drum in the now ooy he is engaged in
familfer —pattern. “As M 5o.0hing Amerlcans to tume
technique developed he - .4 pegt pans. The tradition
gathered a growp arcusd dhnl!:'hﬂm, Is
bim, taught them and  _yegy stered in the compe-
launched the Invaders Steel-  (ont hands of his brother,
band. Verson “Birdie” Manette
“Under the effective and manager Terry Fre-
and imspired . of  derick. :

Ellie Manette, the father of But resting on
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nldeiubema;aa- panmen, intends to
w as a
memmnmm 'mwmtubuth
leaden-footed of revellers. the world of pan.
STEELBAND SUPPLEMENT, Sanday, February 1, 1970




