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THE UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES
FOURTH DISCIPLINARY SEMINAR
IN WOMEN AND DEVELOPMENT STUDRIES - AGRICULTURE
held at
Room 101, Faculty of Engineering
The University of the West Indies St. Augustine, Trinidad
- 22 -~ 26 January, 1990

INTRODUCTION

From January 22 - 26 the Wowen and Development Studies Group and
the Faculty of Agriculture on the St. Augustine Campus hosted what
in a way could be considered one of the more challenging seminars
held to date - The Fourth Disciplinary Seminar in Women and
Development Studies - Agriculture.

As with the other disciplinary seminars this was aimed at dgenerat-
ing a body of knowledge for teaching Women's Studies at the
University of the West Indies, '

Of significance here however, was the fact that this was the first
seminar to be given in the sciences - what has been traditionally
considered to be a male dominated field - and thus the outcome of
the seminar could be analyeed to determine, to an extent, how far
tender theories and analyses have penetrated traditionally non-
female domains.

Approximately seventy persons attended this seminar. What follows
is an account of the organisation of the seminar, the participa-
tion, presentations and evaluations, and an analysis of the
achievements of the seminar.

ORGANISATION OF THE FOURTH DISCIPLINARY SEMINAR

Background

October 1986, s=aw the beginning of a five year Project of Co-
operation in Teaching and Research in Women and Development Studies
at the University of the West Indies (UWI) and the Institute of
Social Studies at The Hague (1S8S). This project was funded
primarily by the Ministry of Development Co-operation, the
Netheriands, and was aimed mainly at assisting in the planning and
implementation of a Women and Development Studies programme of
teaching and reseavch at each of the three campuses of the
University of the West Indies: Mona - Jamaica, Cave Hill -~
Barbados and St. Augustine - Trinidad.

The activities in this project of co-operation are co-ordinated at
the University of the West Indies by the Consuitant Regional Co-
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ordinator, at present Dorienne Wilson-Smillie, who is based at the
UWI, Mona Campus in Jamaica and by the ISS/UWI representative of
the project - Rhoda Reddock, who operates out of the tWIl, 5St.
Augustine Campus, Trinidad. They are assisted in their task by a
close affiliation with the Women and Development Studies Group
located at each of the three campuses of the University.

One of the strategies in the plan for the introduction of a Women
Studies component into the university's curriculum was the hosting
of a series of interdisciplinary and disciplinary seminars in Women,
and Development studies.

The series started off with a round of three interdisciplinary
semipars held in 1987; one at each of the three campuses of the
University of the West Indies. This was followed by a series of
disciplinary seminars, organized in collaboration with the relevant

facullies, in Lhe following areas: the Humanities (September
1988): Social Sciences (September 1988); Education (November 1989)
and in Lhis case - Agriculture,. The disciplines of Law and

Medicine are still to be explored in this round of disciplinary
seminars,

It is hoped that these seminars, apart from increasing the gender
sensitivity of the staff and students of the university, as well as
members of Lhe wider public, would also help in the process of
building an improved data base of knowledge on issues relevant to
women in Lhe Caribbean and provide a coherent challenge to existing
knowledge and processes of knowledge creation in all existing
disciplines.

Planning

Planning for the Fourth Disciplinary seminar began in early 1989
under the former Regional Course Director Ms. Patricia Mohammed,
After Ms Mohammed's departure in May 1989 planning was continued by
the Agriculture Seminar Planning Committee. The committee
comprised the WDSG Co-ordinator, Dr. Grace Sirju-Charran, the 1SS
representative, br. Rhoda Reddock, as well as Ms. Theresa Ann
Rajack, Dr. lLaura Roberts-Nkrumah, Dr. P. 1. Gomes and Dr. Lloyd
Rankine all of the Faculty of Agriculture which co-hosted the
seminar.

In August 1989, Mrs. Sharon Soodeen-Karamath joined the planning
committee as Co-Director of the seminar. In November 1989 she
assumed the role of the Course Director for the Agriculture Seminar
and was assisted by Ms. Roanna Gopaul who acted as Co-Director.

Since the Faculty of Agriculture is based wholly on the St.
August.ine campus all major co-ordinating and planning activities
took place on Lhis campus.

(3]



The seminar programme was developed over a six month period by the
planning committee which met on a regular basis to discuss the
themes, structure, content and resource persons for the seminar.

An interesting development occurred in the final stages of the
seminar planning. Dr. Brinsley Samarco, Minister of Food Produc-
tion and Marine Exploitation who had been kept abreast of the
seminar plans, sugdested that a travelling exhibition on "The
Multi-Faceted Life of Rural Women" be incorporated into the
seminar.

The exhibition consisted of a collection or prize winning photo-
graphs from a recently held competition mounted by the Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture (IICA).

Dr. Samaroo was instrumental in liaising with IICA'Ss representative
in Trinidad and Tobago, Dr. Joan Wallace, whose organisation
together with the Ministry of Agriculture plaved a major role in
making the exhibition available for viewing during the seminar.

Publicity for the seminar built up gradually during the months
prior to the seminar reaching a peak during the two weeks before
the seminar. Press releases were sent to all the media; television
radio and key newspaper publications. The week prior to the
seminar the co-ordinator appeared along with Dr. Joan Wallace of
IICA, on the Trinidad and Tobago Television programme 'Dateline’ to
discuss both the seminar and photographic exhibition.

Domestic and administrative arrangements preceding and during the
seminar were handled by the seminar Course Director and Co-Director
along with Ms. Carolyne Moore, of the Women and Development Studies
Project office, whose experience from seminars past proved
invaluable,

Mrs. Pamela Joseph was recruited the week before the seminar to
provide additional clerical assistance.

Acknowledgements

This seminar would not have been possible without the kind
assistance of several organisations and individuals to whom we wish

to extend out gratitude:

- The Institute of Social Studies and the Directorate
General, Development Co-operation, the Netherlands.

- The Institute of Social and Economic Research, the
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- The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation in Agricul-
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- The Ministry of Food Production and Marine Exploitation.
- The Paramin Women's Association,
- Co-operative Citrus Grower’s Association, Trinidad Food

Products Limited, Cannings Limited, Amar Holdings
Limited, Caroni ({(1975) Limited, Fernandes Distillers
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AIMS

The aims of this seminar were threefold:

1. To investigate women and gender issues in Caribbean
agriculture, as they have been taught and researched.

124 To .create more effective gender aware multidisciplinary
perspectives.

3. To provide information through the findings and materials
of the seminar to programmes taught and researched at
UWI .
STRUCTURE

The structure of the seminar incorporated several elements:

; SR Profile of Participants

Of the approximately seventy persons, including rescurce
persons and/or participants who attended the seminar, a total
of twenty-five participants were registered by the seminar’s
gecretariat. Of these, eleven attended on a full-time basis
while fourteen were part-time participants. Twenty-one were
local (Trinidad and Tobago)! participants and four were from
overseas - one affiliated with UWI, Barbados; two with UWI,
Jamaica; and one Liberian who was at the time reading for a
postgraduate degrees at the Faculty of Agriculture, UWI, St.
Augustine.

Unfortunately, despite all attempts by the course organisers
to encourage the participation of members of the Faculty of
Agriculture, UWI, St. Augustine, only one member of staff aof
the faculty was regigstered as a participant, Perhaps omne
encouraging point here is that this was indeed a male member
of staff. Also two or three other staff members and postgrad-
uate students did attend one or two seszions as unredistered
participants. 1t should be noted, however, that the faculty
wasg well represented in terms of the valuable contribution of
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ten of its staff members as resource persons.

On a more positive note, we were happy to receive representa-
tion at the seminar from a number of local governmental as
well as non-governmental institutions which were either
directly or indirectly involved in agricultural and/or rural
development., These included institutions involved primarily
in agricultural research and/or training at the tertiary level
ag well as those involved in service and advisory activities.

In recognition of the importance of fostering a multi-disci-
plinary approach to the women and gender studies issue, the
geminar organisers sought to invite the participation of
persons from a broad spectrum of d1sc1p11nes both within and
outside of the university community.

Eight of the registered lccal participants were UWI personnel,
representing the following discipline areas: Agriculture,
Education, Economics, Eneineering, Humanities, Management
Studies and Socionlogy.

However, outside of the university, while there was interest-
ingly, a larger representation ¢f fifteen persons, these were
all involved in an agriculturally-related field.

B Profile of Resocurce Fersons

A total of thirty-seven persons contributed to the seminar’s
proceedings and these comprised twenty-two local and fifteen
foreign persons. Of these thirty-seven resource persons,
seventeen were in full-time attendance at the seminar.

The majority of resource persons - fifteen in total, were
drewn from the University of the West Indiesg, St. Augustine.
As anticipated, the greatest component of this number -~ ten
persons were presenters from the Faculty of Agriculture.
However, again keeping with the aim of incorporating, as far
as possible, a wide spectrum of disciplines into the discus-
sion, specialists in the fields of Histery, Nutrition,
Sociology and Integrated Rural Development were represented at
this seminar as resource persons from the university communi-
.

Outside of the university, the seminar benefitted from the
contribution of five local resource persons, This number was
made up of three persons from the Ministry of Food Production
and Marine Exploitation; two from the Eastern Caribbean
Institute of Agriculture and Forestry; and one from the
Caricom Secretariat.



Further, the course organisers thought it essential to
encourage some participation by persons who were actual
practitioners in the field or who were involved in agriculture
at the grassroots level. This was in an attempt to bring some
balance into the discussion as opposed to only highlighting
the viewpoints and ideas of the agricultural academia. This
was also done in the hope that the seminar, in part, could
serve as a forum at which the academics would have the
opportunity to learn from the practitioners in the discipline
and so be more fully sensitized to the issues involved. This
two-way discussion, no doubt, could go a long way in closing
the gap between research at one end and implementation at the
other.

In this light, thirty farmers' co-operatives and organizations
were invited to contribute to the seminar. However, only two
co-operatives accepted the challenge - one was represented by
‘a female farmer who was also the vice president of one of the
more active co-operatives in the country, the other was again
represented by a female member of a prominent marketing co-
operative in Dominica.

Approximately 41% of the resource per female agricultural
labour has made and can continue to make to the development of
the sector.

In the final paper in this session, Jean Craigwell took a brief
historical look at women's role in agricultural production in
Guvana. Attention was also paid to the constraints facing women in
their efforts to obtain financial aid. Although no formal pelicy
barriers exist to prevent women from obtaining loans, these women
do not gqualify for such aid because of their lack of collateral.
This is primarily because most of these women are smallholders
operating on land owned solely by absent male relatives. This
situation dramatically presents a case for the formulation of
specific strategies to deal with such unique cultural situations in
the Caribbean.

The inclusion of the session on Occupation, Education, Training and
the Impact on Agriculture, was considered imperative in order to
gain some insights into the strengths and weaknesses of the
existing educational system as it relates to the development of a
critical consciousness and awareness of women and gender issues at
all levels - from students in secondary schools, to farmers, to
planners and policy-makers at the regional level.

Lystra Fletcher-Paul’'s assessment of professional women in
agriculture is based on a survey of female graduates of the Faculty
of Agriculture, UWI, St. Augustine, during the period 1971 - 1988.
This unprecedented analvsis revealed a number of interesting
findings which could prove to be quite useful for future curriculum
development at the university. Some of the major findings include

6



the following:

- Most of the female graduates had some form of training
after graduating and this had served to improve their
competence for their present jobs.

- The majority of graduates currently occupy middle
management positions within their organisations but few
predict that they would be at the head of these organisa-
tions in the near future.

- Sixty-three percent of the respondents felt that they did
not experience any form of sexual inequality at the
workplace.

- Most felt that the BSc. degree at the university provided
them with a good basic background but that the programme
failed in a number of specific areas such as in its low
practical or applied component.

Daniel Thompson and Lystra Sampson-Ovid took a different angle by
investigating ways in which six stereotyping in education has
hindered agricultural development in the Caribbean. The common
perspective that agricultural science is a subject for boys only,
although changing today, has over the years deterred women from
taking their rightful place in decision making and policy formula-
tion at all levels.

The age old question of land tenure and the sexual division of
labour is one which is guite relevant to the unique situation of
the Caribbean with its manv diverse and complex forms of family
land tenure. These three papers in this session all present a case
for women to challenge the rigid and unjust structural limitations
under which they live.

Joan French, in her paper on "Gender Issues in Caribbean Agricul-
ture: Methodology and Process in the Movement Towards Change," is
adamant that "things will not improve for women in agriculture or
for grassroots women anvwhere, unless they themselves are empowered
to take action on their own behalf."

Michaeline Crichlow raised a number of pertinent guestions that
challenge the rigid institutional/structural approach to family
land tenure." She argues that family land can best be analysed and
returned to the context of the smallholder sector in the Caribbean,
where most of the women in agriculture are to be found.

Carlilse Pemberton presented some results arising from a study
which looked at both positive and negative factors which influence
the time allocated to farming by women in south-west Nigeria. He
concluded, like Michaeline and Joan, that women can make an even
greater contribution to agricultural production if +they <can
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"overcome some of the structures that are imposed by the tradition-
al social structure and value systems".

In an attempt to incorpcrate the involvement of practitioners in
the field and particularly to get the message to women at all
levels, it was felt necessary to include a session on "Women in
Farmers Organisation and Co-operatives". This session it was hoped
would interest not only agricultural academics but also a large
number of men and women involved in agriculture at the grassrocots
level.

Gloria Thomas-Emeagwali, in her paper, examined the "question of
organisational strategy as this relates to cooperatives develop-
ment”. Examples of inappropriate technology and funding mechanisms
were also discussed.

Heather O'Garro is a programme and training officer with the
Dominica Hucksters Association - a marketing co-operative operating
out. of Dominica and serving the islands of the Lesser Antilles with
fresh fruit, vegetables and root crops. She presented an invalu-
able, firsthand view of the problems that are typical for such
cooperatives in the region and concluded with a number of practical
recommendations for the survival of the regional trade.

Helen Thomas who is a female farmer engaged in commercial crop
production as well as, the vice president of a farmers' coopera-
tive, presented a case for "an appreciation of the impact and
organisational capabilities of women in agricultural development".
Helen looked at the traditional barriers faced by women in their
efforts to gain more than a marginal voice in the decision making
mainstream of male-dominated farmers' organisations. She concluded
with a number of suggestions for maximizing women's participation
in leadership roles in such organisations.

The dichotomy between achieving food sufficiency for the region
against an ever-increasing effort to stimulate export earnings, was

considered a timely and relevant subject for discussion at this
seminar in light of its implications for gender.

Frank Gumbs, in his paper on "Regional Plans for Agricultural
Development and the Issue of Gender" made it clear that the
question of gender was not taken into account by policy makers at
the regional level. He suggests that in the short term, "greater
efforts have to be made by women’s groups or their representatives
to be aware and informed at all stages of the planning of pro-
grammes, projecis and activities that have important gender issues
of concern so that the appropriate inputs can be made”.

Curtis Mc Intosh focused on the gender issue in the context of food
and nutrition security. This paper, in part, argues that greater
participation of women in decision making in the farm households
would contribute significantly to food and nutrition security at
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the national and household level.

Hugh Saul examined women’s roles in agri-business production and
marketing systems. He questions women's absence from extra-
regional markets, in spite of the fact that they are so "dominant
in the local and regional marketing and distribution systems."”
The seemingly inevitable trend towards agricultural modernization,
spurred on by increasingly sophisticated technological innovations
have, from the onset, had a negative effect on women's already
undervalued and threatened status in the sector.

Winston Harvey’s contribution on "Technological Innovations in
Agriculture and their Awareness of Gender Differences"” gquite
clearly brings home the point that, at present engineers have
little or no sensitivity of the importance of incorporating the
gender variable in the design of agricultural eguipment and
machinery.

Ena Harvey’s dynamic presentation provided us with insights into a
number of simple and practical ways in which the developing post-
harvest technologies could be directed so as to benefit women who
are the dominant plavers in the post-harvest sub-sector. She
stresses the need to raise the gender consciousness of women and to
encourage them to assert themselves in traditional male domains

such as agricultural engineering.

Ann Rajack's contribution, in part, takes us through recent trends

in extension planning as it relates to women. She states that

"improved agricultural extension can help women through:

1. . careful analysis of gender issues with overall extension
services at policy and operational levels and

2; consideration of the implications of this into practical
measures."

Peggy Antrobus and Jeanette Bell, in their joint presentation, gave
an insight into the ‘bottom-up’ participatory approach which was
used by the Women and Development Unit (WAND) in an attempt to
influence governments to work with community members as collabora-
tors rather than just as recipients. Peggy concluded by highlight-
ing a number of structural, strategic, methodological and epistemo-
logical issues from which important lessons could be learnt.

By focusing on the failure of a development project to introduce
charcoal stores in Kenyva, Laurie Kelly, like Peggy and Jeanette,
stresses the need for programme planners and extension workers to
fully incorporate the intended recipients of technological
innovations into the planning phase of the programme.



EVALUATION AND PARTICIPANTS’ ASSESSMENTS OF
THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE SEMINAR

Participants present at the closing session on the final day of the

seminar were asked to complete an evaluation guestionnaire. The
questionnaire, which consisted of twenty questions, was sub-divided
into five section viz. (A) What sessions did you attend, (B)

Content (C) Methodology (D) General Concerns and (E) Domestic
Arrandgements. The guestions were so constructed as to allow the
respondents a large measure of flexibility in expressing their own
experiences and assessing the week’'s programme.

The response rate was relatively high with approximately 62% of the
persons who received questionnaires completing and returning these
to the secretariat. The responses were quite interesting in their
diversity and seemed to have vividly captured the various moods of

the week-long seminar. More importantly, a number of invaluable
insights into the participants’ perceptions of the major strengths
and weaknesses of the seminar were revealed. Also, a myriad of

seemingly valid suggestions were made for ensuring the continued
success of this seminar as well as that of others in the future.
An analysis of the responses to the questions under the five
sections of the guestionnaire is given helow:

A. Sessions Attended

A profile of the respondents revealed that a total of 24
participants conmpleted the questionnaire. Of these, 17%
attended all ten sessions of the seminar, 60% attended between
nine and six sessions, 21% attended between five and three
sessions and 2% attended either one or two sessions.

In analysing the responses to the question on "which ses-
sion/topic did you find most useful?"” it can be seen from the
table below that "New Directions in Agricultural Research,
Deve lopment and Extension" got the most number of votes with
25% of the respondents selecting this session. The next most
popular session was that on "Agriculture/Land Tenure and the
Sexual Division of Labour" (with 14% of the votes), while the
session with the least number of votes being that on "Agricul-
tural Development, Policy and Caribbean Women in Agriculture”
{with only 2% of the votes).

Which session/topic did yvou find most useful?

Session/Topic % Response
= Opening 14
- Background Papers 1, 2 and 3 5
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- Occupation, Education, Training
and the Impact on Agriculture 5

- Agriculture/Land Tenure and

the Sexual Division of Labour 14
- New Directions in Agricultural
Research, Development and Extension 25

- Extension Planning for Women in
Agricultural Development ) 9

= Women in Farmers’' Organisations
and Co-operatives 7

- Agricultural Development, Policy and
Caribbean Women in Agriculture 2

~1

- Video Presentations

- Field Trip b5
- Closing Session | 7
Content

wWhile the majority of the participants were generally satis-
fied with the choice of topics covered during the seminar,
some other topics which were suggested include the following:

- women's legal rights particularly with respect to land
ownership
- an overview of the epistemological and theoretical issues

on women/gender and agriculture from an international
perspective

- women in agriculture as it relates to the preservation of
the environment.

There was also the suggestions by a few that while the range
of topics selected was adequately comprehensive, greater
emphasis should have been placed on some areas such as
agricultural education and the inter-related roles of women in
agriculture and in health and nutrition.

Another concern expressed by one respondent was that the
seminar, although acknowledging that gender issues do not
exist by themselves, did not manage to create adequate
discussion on other issues, Another respondent felt that
there could have been a greater number of case studies to more
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clearly illustrate some of the more pressing gender issues in
agriculture for the benefit of those participants who were not
fully sensitized to the issues involved,.

On the question of whether or not the participants perceived
that the aims of the seminar were achieved, the majority of
respondents, i.e. 70% responded in the positive, 22% felt that
the aims were not entirely achieved and 8% did not respond to
this question. Some of the explanations which were offered by
these respondents who concluded that not all of the aims of
the seminar were achieved include the following:

- The poor attendance by staff member of the Faculty of
Agriculture would imply that the aim of achieving more
effective gender-aware multi-disciplinary perspectives
was not realised.

- Greater emphasis could have been placed on policy
initiations at the State and faculty levels.

- The aims of the seminar will only be realised when the
more critical recommendations arising out of the seminar
have served to influence the policy-makers in one way or
the other.

Methodology

An assessment of the responses in this section revealed that
on the whole, the participants were satisfied with the
methodology adopted for the seminar. The data which 1is
detailed in the table below, seems to indicate that the small
group discussion format was considered more effective than
that of the lecture/plenary discussion format, with 47% of the
respondents classing the former as very good. However, the
lecture/plenary discussion methodology was still in itself
highly acceptable with 41% of the respondents considering it
as good and 27% as very good. The video presenta-
tion/discussion format seemed to have been highly successful
with 47% of the respondents regarding it as very good and 27%
as excellent. The same could be said of the field trip where
30% of the respondents classified it as excellent. The
bibliography was also well appreciated, with 41% of the
respondents claiming that it was and good and the same
percentage quoting it as very good,
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Summary of the Participants’ Assessment of
the Methodology Adopted for the Seminar

! ! =
1 %Respondents f
Rating i
Lecture/plenary Small group Video | Field | Biblio-
discussion discussion { trip | graphy
I f
Poor , 4 | 0 5 | 6 i 6-
Fair ; 14 j 16 0 o | 0
Good ! 41 - 1 21 21 29 a1
Very Good | 27 | a7 E 47 | 35 i 11
Excellent | 14 ; 16 | 27 30 | 12 .

A wide range of comments and recommendations were made for an
improved or alternative format for Seminars in Women and
Development Studies:

There is a clear need for synthesis of seminars which can
be imputed at the beginning.

There is a greater need for participation by women at the
different levels in the discipline including those at the
grassroots level.

Data could have been better presented in some cases by
the use of transparencies or by other such support media.

Need for moderators to more efficiently manage the
sessions so as to allow adequate time for questions from
the audience. Also, more emphasis should have been
placed on starting the sessions punctually.

Need for more working groups to encourage input from all
participants.

Try to avoid the very formal setting which tends to
negatively affect participation.

Greater time allowance needed for small group and plenary
discussions. '

Summary at end was guite useful for putting the major
ideas of the seminar into proper perspective.
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When asked to comment or state their concerns with the seminar
material, a number of constructive criticisms were raised by
the respondents:

- Most of the papers have not vet been received.

- Mavbe some key background readings could have been
distributed.

- Some presenters needed to have done some more background
preparation. Maybe some assistance could have been given
in this area.

- Ignorance as to what material was available.

= Hope that the papers or at least the rapporteur’s summary
will be available for discussion on each campus. The
publication of the proceedings takes too long.

General Copcerns

There was a general feeling among the participants that their
participation in the seminar would benefit their personal
development as well as their work experience. In cases where
the respondents expanded on this question, the reason most
frequently cited for this positive feeling was that the
seminar experience had afforded them a greater sensitivity to
many elements of gender issue which they had never previously
considered. For others who were already deeply involved in
the movement, the seminar served to provide an update of
information on the subject. One male respondent felt that he
came out of the seminar with a surge of confidence and
enthusiasm to incorporate some of the recommendations of the
seminar into his teaching in the Faculty of Agriculture.
Another respondent indicated that the overall feeling of
comraderie at this seminar and the great conviction of some of
the participants, left her with a strong sense of purpose in
her continuing work on gender relations. One foreign partici-
pant felt that the many new acquaintances made at the seminar
would serve as an invaluable pool of resource persons she
could consult in her future work,.

Most respondents were quite satisfied with the choice of
resource persons for the seminar. The keynote speaker was
singled out by many for her outstanding contribution and so
too was the rapporteur, whose excellent report served as a
useful and informed conclusion to the seminar.

14



E,

Apart from these positive comments on the selection of
rescurce persons, there were some concerns expressed by a few
of the respondents.

There were:

- Too many personal confrontations during some sessions and
this resulted in some of the critical issues not being

addressed.

- Too many agricultural academics were involved. Need
better balance between academics and practitioners in the
field.

- Would have helped if there were more resource persons
from other disciplines involved in order to more fully
explore the multi-disciplinary element of the gender
issue.

With the exception of two of the respondents who felt that the
seminar was too short in duration, the consensus was that the
duration was "just right". Similarly, two persons felt that
the seminar was too intensive and the same number felt it was
too easy which the remainder described it as challenging.

stic ngements

The venue for the seminar was found to be acceptable by the
majority of respondents. 29X described it as excellent, 34%
as very good' 33% as good and 5% felt that it was only fair.
The main complaint about the venue was that the fixed rows of
seats were not ideal for the small group discussions.

Several other reasonable suggestions were made for improving
the domestic/administrative arrangements of the Seminar:

- The public session on Wednesday night should not have
followed the field trip as this proved to be too exhaust-
ing for most of the participants.

- The personal exchange was invaluable but this may have
been better facilitated if persons were more readily
identified for example, by the wearing of name tags.

- Information on the seminar for local participants should
have been made available earlier so that they could make
the necessary arrangements with their employers etc for
relief of their duties to attend the seminar.

15



F. Any Other Comments

This open-ended question elicited a wide range of responses,
all of which can prove to be invaluable for the planning of
future seminars in Women and Development Studies:

If papers were circulated before the presentations it
would allow for greater audience participation.

For such a high level of stimulating discussion, 1 was
surprised at the relatively low level of attendance.
Where were all the UWI students?

This is only the beginning of what could be a challenging
and creative process.

I appreciated the spectrum of participation and multi-~
disciplinary exchange.

There should have been a separation of the levels at
which strategies should be presented. Also, there should
have been more time to develop concrete stratedies at a
personal, institutional, national and regional level.

There is the need for some follow-up activity. The poor
attendance on the part of the Faculty of Agriculture
indicates the need for persistence in order to have the
issues seriously addressed and acted upon.

Generally well organised. Participants need to be
informed of the receipt of cutstanding papers and of the
seminar’s proceedings in the future.

FOLLOW-UP AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The areas identified for follow-up activity and the recommendations
arising out of the seminar, could be categorized into two sections
viz. (A) Policy (B} Research

A. | POLICY

l.

Impact of development process on Caribbean women at the
macro-level

The need was identified for studies to investigate the
impact af such Third World development process as
modernization, colonialism and structural adjustment on
the lives and well being of Caribbean women. In order to
influence policy-makers, these studies should be concise,
simple and supplemented by case studies relating to
specific needs.
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Collaboration between women's bureau and other develop-
ment machineries

Women’'s desks should collaborate more closely with
ministries, and research and financial institutions if
the problems of gender inequality are to be addressed in
a meaningful and substantial way.

Influencing donor action
It is important to influence donors to respond to women’s

needs as seen by women rather than to donor-driven
development agendas.

Analvsing women's access to resources for agriculture

Women's rights to land are being threatened in many Third
World countries bv state policies on issues such as the
allocation of land for residential or tourist development
projects. Further, policies which attempt to rationalise
family land tenure can have a drastic and negative impact
on women's rights. Apart from developing a larger data
base of knowledge on the impact of such policies on
women’s lives, this information must be made widely
available to the relevant government ministries to enable
planners to make informed decisions.

With the shrinking land base and increasing population
pressure, an alternative solution arising out of the
seminar, was to balance this tradition thrust for land
for women with pressure for agro-industrial development
and emplovment plans for women in rural areas.

The African experience has shown that women are increas-
ingly investing in houses in their own villages and
through this, investing in their family networks.
Comparative studies need to be conducted to investigate
whether or not a similar situation exists in the Caribbe-
an, and if so what are the implications for food produc~
tion and the welfare of women and children.

Credit

There is a critical need to improve women’s access to
finance credit facilities and banking. Financiers should
seek to broaden the definition of collateral to facili-
tate women’'s legitimate claim for financial assistance
under the wunique socio-economic conditions in the
Caribbean. We can probably build on such indigenous
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credit facilities such as the "sou-sou" types of savings
with which women have by custom felt comfortable.

Traini

A number of recommendations for improvement of the
agricultural degree programmes at UWI, St. Augustine were
made as follows:

- Need to place greater emphasis on agri-business
management and computer literacy-training pro-
grammes. It was envisaged that this would better
equip students with the skills and confidence
required to embark on self employment enterprises
in the agricultural sector. ‘

- Need to incorporate a greater applied or practical
approach into the programmes. This practical
component could be facilitated by a period of
internship with practitioners in - the field. This
interaction would allow the students the opportuni-
ty to be exposed to the latest technology and
expertise available.

- Need to encourage the "development of the minds of
the students"” i.e. stimulate their innate creative
abilities; by fostering a.problem-solving attitude.
The time has come to discard the traditional sys-
tems which crams many courses into a few weeks and
thus which inevitable leads to the senseless and
useless learning by note.

- Need to raise the gender consciousness of women so
that they are encouraged to overcome their mental
block against numbers and machines and so be able
to assert themselves in traditionally male-dominat-
ed spheres such as agricultural engineering.

- Need for the university, probably . through their
extra-mural department or for Ministries through
their extension agencies to provide short-tern
outreach courses which, in terms of design and
scheduling, take into account women’s heavy domes-
tic and child-care commitments.

Co-operatives

The importance of strengthening the solidarity relation-
ships among women and of networking among women organisa-
tions in order to provide a base for access Lo power
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structures was reiterated during the course of this
seminar. Networking among Caribbean women should be
encouraged even at more informal levels such as by the
formation of alumni of female graduates of the University
of the West Indies.

ecnno.lo

There is the critical need for design engineers to, at
least, begin to consider the gender variable in the

~development of new technologies. Perhaps more important-

ly, before any transfer of technology takes place, one
must carefully consider whether the innovation would
indeed benefit women in the long run, or would it serve
to erode their income or reduce their status to that of
a labour reserve.

A step towards avoiding the under-utilization of techno-
logical innovations or indeed abject failure of pro-
grammes to introduce new technologies;, is to attempt to
close the gap between research and implementations. One
very effective way of doing this is to incorporate the
recipients of the technology into the planning phases.
Additionally, it was suggested that by linking female
agricultural producers to technological innovations
directly without the use of intermediary extension
systems they would benefit by having direct access to
mainstream knowledge, for example, in the science of crop
or livestock improvement.

Multiplex Roles

Women cannot be expected to devote more time to agricul-
tural work unless they are relieved in other areas of
their lives. We need to investigate the range of work
done by women for their livelihood in order to see how
their agricultural work fits into the range and how it
can be improved in relation to other work and health
needs. This calls for:

(a) an improved data base on women’s work,

(b) a better understanding of household dynamics and
the tradeoffs between male and female investment in
the household economy,

{c) a better understanding of the socio-economic and
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10.

11.

cultural context in which women work.

Statistics

The mere presence of women in what has been traditionally
regarded as male domains will do little to initiate
change unless the women themselves have developed a
gender consciousness and the ability to articulate their
concerns. This ability can be developed by inter-
personal contact and training, reinforced by workshops
and seminars and must not be confined only to women.

W 00

The neglect of agriculture and more specifically, of
women’s involvement in domestic food production has led
to 'a food crisgis in the Caribbean. A number of solu-
tions, all of which recognize women as a vital factor in
the healing process, have been proposed to help arrest
this situation.

- Agricultural diversification to increase food
production and food security and to lower the food
bill by import substitution.

- Increased trading in food within the region.

- Because of increased male migration in search of
work, female headed households are on the rise
worldwide. Evidence suggests that if female head-
ed-households can receive necessary incentives and
policy support they could well become major innova-
tors in the agricultural sector.

- Studies have indicated that as women gain access to
more cash they invest the greater proportion of
this cash earning in family health and on improving
household welfare. This implies that the problem
of female and child malnutrition could be addressed
in relation to efforts to increase women's case
income.

- Support for the informal sector activities in the
areas of trade, manufacturing, and food processing
and packaging, would lead to a higher financial
leverage for women since they are already engaged
in these activities.
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There is the need to discard some of the traditional
social science methodologies and adopt new ones which
deliberately incorporate a component of public education
and consciocusness of gender issues. These new methodolo-
gies should identify the need to adopt a participatory
approach so that women are involved as collaborators
rather than passive recipients of development programmes.
Accepted methodological concepts such as that of the farm
family which assumes homogeneity and thus gender equali-
ty, needs to be challenged. This can probably be done by
adopting a variety of relatively new technigues such as
theatre, video productions and other visual methods. It
would also be useful to incorporate a political dimension
into the research so that women are empowered and trained
for leadership roles.

del and eory Buildin

There is the need to build models feor the unigque situa-
tion of Caribbean women in agriculture. This seminar has
made some contribution to this end, in that most of the
papers presented were of an empiricist orientation - a
process necessary in the embryvonic stages of model
building.

Further, the time has come to put Caribbean women in
agriculture on the map as Caribbean women and not merely
as an addendum to generalisations on the situation in
Africa, Asia and Latin America. Although this seminar
has started the process, a great deal of work remains to
be done in building a comparative framework which
incorporates Caribbean women in agriculture.

In our search for feminist Caribbean models we must be
careful not to assume homogeneity with respect to race,
class, life -cycle stages and socio~economic structures.
Also, it would be useful to reinstate culture as a
framework for the development of models for Caribbean
womern.

Essential in our plan to build theories is the need to
operate on a number of different levels. In the Caribbe-
an, women in agriculture are not isolated from the
national, regional and international process of develop-
ment or underdevelopment and we need to understand the
Caribbean woman within such a broad context.
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These suggested models should alsc adopt a holistic
approach, Our models must draw on arguments from a wide
range of disciplines, However, we must first question
the fundamental theories and concepts on which these
disciplines are based before incorporating them into our
models.
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APPENDIX 1

FINAL PROGRAMME OF THE FOURTH DISCIPLINARY SEMINAR
IN WOMEN AND DEVELOPMENT STUDIES
Agricul ture

Block I, Room 101, Faculty of Engineering
The University of the West Indies, St. Augustine
' 22-26 January, 1990

Monday 22nd January

OPENING CEREMONY

Chair: Dr. Lloyd Rankine
Welcome: Professor Max Richards
Formal Opening: Professor Laurie Wilson
Remarks: Dr. Joan Wallace
(Photography Exhibition)
Greetings: Dr. Brinsley Samaroo,
Keynote Address: Dr. Achola Pala Okeyo

Topic: "Gender Issues in Agricultural
Innovations: Reflections on the
Future"

Vote of Thanks: Dr, Grace Sirju-Charran

Plenary Discussion

"Women and Land lssues:
Some Comparative and
Theoretical Notes" Drs Wicky Meynen

"The Historical and Con-
temporary Roles of Carib-
bean Women in Agriculture" Dr Rhoda Reddock

"Historical and Contem-

porary Roles of Women in

Caribbean Agriculture; a

Guyvanese Perspective" Ms Jean Craigwell
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Monday 22nd January (Cont’d)

Reception - 7:00-11:00 p.m. Formal opening of IICA’'s
photography exhibition

Tuesday 23rd January

Sub-theme 1: Occupation, Education, Training and the Impact

on_Agricul ture

"To Assess the Education

and Training of Profes- Dr. Ly¥stra Fletcher-Paul
sional Women in Agricul- (Presented by Ms Lvstra-Ann
ture"” Johnson) '

"Sexstereotpying and
Hindrance to Agricul- Mr. Daniel Thompson and
tural Development" Mrs Lystra Sampson-Ovid

Sub-theme 2: Agriculture/Land Tenure and the
Sexual Division of Labour

Panel Discussion

"Gender Issues in Carib-
bean Agriculture" Ms Joan French

"New Perspectives on
Family Land Tenure" Dr. Michaeline Crichlow

"Factors Affecting the

Allocation of Time to

Farming: The Case of

Women Farmers in South-

west Nigeria" Dr. Carlilse Pemberton

Plenary Discussion
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Wednesday 24th January

Sub-theme 3: Women in Farmers’' Organizations

and Co-operatives

Panel Discussian

"Women and Co-operative
Development in Nigeria
with Emphasis on Agricul-
tural Co-operatives"

"The Challenges to Produce
Marketing in a Hurricane
Prone Region"

"An Appreciation of the

Contribution of Women to
Agricultural Development"

Plenary Discussion

Field Trip

Sub-theme 4: Agricultural Development, Policy

Dr. Gloria Thomas-Emeagwali

Ms Heather O'Garro

Ms Helen Thomas

PARAMIN

d Caribbe

Women in Agriculture (the Contemporary Situation)

Public Session -—

Panel Discussion

"Regional Agriculture
Development: Future
Plans and the Role of
Women"

"Agricultural Export
Opportunities - Impli-
cations for Gender"

"Food and Nutrition

Security and the Gender
Issue"”

Plenary Discussion

7230 - 9:00 p.m.

Dr Frank Gumbs

Dr Hugh Saul

Dr Curtis MclIntosh



Thursday 25th January

Sub-theme 5: New Directions in Agricultural Research
Development and Extension

Panel Discussion

"Technological Innova-
tions in Agriculture and
their Awareness of Gender
Differences"”

"The Gender Variable in
the Development of Post-
Harvest Technology"”

"Extension Planning for

" Women in Agricultural
Development as it re-
lates to the National

Agricultural Policy"

"Participatory Approaches
to Gender in Rural
Development - the Ex-
perience of the Women and
Development Unit"

"Notes on Women's Ceontri-
butions to the Planning
of an Improved Cooking
Stove Programme in Kenva'

Plenary Discussion

Dr. Winstaon Harvey (Presented

by Dr. Ena Harvey)

Dr Ena Harvey

Ms Ann Ragjack

Ms Peggy Antrobus/Ms Jeanette
Bell

Ms Laurie Kelly

Video Presentations on Case Studies of Caribbean

Women in Agriculture

"An Unending Day" - produced
by:Caribbean Association of
Feminist Research and Action
{CAFRA) and Women in Caribbean
Agriculture (WICA) Project,
St. Vincent and the Grenadines
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Thursday 25th January (Cont’d)

"Women, Land and Food: Small

Farmers in Barbados" - produced

byv: Christine Barrow and Ellen

Frankenstein Video Presentation

"God Gives Us the Talent" - pro-
duced by: The Economic Commis-—

sion for Latin America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC) Video Presentation

Visit to REVUE Calypso Tent
Friday 26th January
"Implications for Teaching

in Agriculture" Dr. Selwyn Griffith

"Implications for Research
and Postgraduate Studies
in Agriculture” Mr. David Dolly

"Rapporteur’s Report of

Seminar Proceedings” Dr. Christine Barrow

"Strategies for Agricul- Group Discussions

tural Development" (Based on the week’s proceed-
' ings)
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APPENDIX 2

Newsclippings of the Fourth Disciplinary Seminar

TRINIDAD GUARDIAN (16 JANUARY 1990):12

Seminar on womenin
development for UWI

THE WOMEN and Development Studies Group of the
University of the West Indies in collaboration with the
Faculty of Agriculture, UWI, is hosting the fourth
dujﬁsc.ipiumry seminar on women in development — agri-
ture.
The theme of the seminar is “Alternative strategies
for agricultural de\.rgl ment; an analysis of women

gender issues. seminar will be held from
.f!{anuarl)'r)ZZtozéatmeF‘auﬂtydEngimerm, Block 1,
com 101.

The keynote speaker is Achola Pala Okeyo of Kenya,
Dr Okeyn is attached to the United Nations Internation-
al Research and Institute for Advancement of
Women (Instraw). He is also an antropologist and
senior research scientist in African agriculture and
gender analysis.

Other participants include Gita Sen of the Centre for
Development Studies in India, Wicki Meynen of the
Institute of Social Studies in the N , Joan
French of Sistren, Jamaica, and P Antrobus of the
Women and Development {Unit, Bqaﬂdos. :
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SUNDAY GUARDIAN (21 JANUARY .1990):29

PUBLIC PANEL
DISCUSSION

The University of the West Indies
St Augustine
Women and Development Studies

The Public is cordially invited to a
" Public Panel Discussion

ON: Wednesday 241h Janvary, 1990

TOPIC: “Food Sufficiency, the Export Thrust,
and the Implications for Gender”

PANELLISTS: Dr. Frank Gumbs (Caricom Secretariat)
Dr. Hugh Saul (CARDI, Grenada)
Dr. Curtis Mclntosh (CFNI/PAHO)

VENUE: Room 101, Faculty of Engineering
UWI, St. Augusltine

TIME: 7.30 - 9.00 p.m.
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gri scientist
“advises women:
Demand access
to technology

A KENYAN agricultural scien-
list has suggested that the revo-
lutionary path to be pursued by
women must concern access to
information and technology in
order to achieve a quantum leap
in agriculture.

Dr Achola P'ala Okeyo, Principal Re
search Associate, International Centre
of Inseet Physiology mad Ecology, Nair-
ubi, expressed this view durinp,llu;' key-
note address at the opening session of
the fourth Disciplinary Seminar in Wo-
men and Development Studies, Monday
moming at the University of the West
Indies, St Augustine.

In dealing with the seminar's theme
“Alternative Stratepies for Agricultural

|

By JOHN KASSIE

Development: An analysis of women
and gender issues," Dr Okeyo cited her
experience and discussed rescarch lind-
ings related to both the Afvican and
Asian continents,

Seed Technology

One of the major points put forward
while treating with long-term perspec-
tives, options and stralegies, the lec-
turer singled out bio-technology as one of

the most  Tundamental  innovations
which stands to alfect womnen's scope in
apricullure.

“With its capacity to multiply produc-
tion very rapidly, unless women are

[3:

ADVICE TO WOMEN: DR ACHOLA PALA OKEYO, Princi

| Research Associole,

International Centre of Insect Physiology and Ecology, Nairobi, addresses the opening
session of the fourth Disciplinary Seminar in Women ond Developmenl Studies on Monday
morning af the Universily of the Wes! Indies, St Augustine. Photo by JOHN KASSIE.

trained in these methods, they will be
marginalised by agri-business on new
seedd technology  and  production
methods.”

"One cannot help but reflect that with
shrinking land base and problems of
ownership already studied in the Carib-
bean, even the prospect of ownership/en-
titlement for womem is probably an un-
realisable prospect in the long run.”

Household Dynamics

_According to Dr Okeyo, the alterna-
lives that squcst themselves rerquire
the linking of women agricultural pro-
ducers directly to technological innova-
tions, for lirst-hand access in the main-
stream of knowledge in crop and
livestock science,

She felt that there is also the nced to
discover the range of work done by wo-
men for livelihood, to see how agriocul-
ture fits into the range.

In addition, an understanding of
household dynamics and the trade-offs
between male and female investments
and the implications for agriculture with

CURRENTS

the uptake of new technology by women
must be studied.

“However this calls for a better under
standing of the socio-economic and tly
cultural context within which wome:
work, as the time has come for a mor
detailed analysis of issues, to evolv
strategies and plan policy responses 1
lncal problems, by mean of an inter-dis
ciplinary approach.”

Improvements in access by women
financial credit lacilities sand banking
was also emphasised as a critical oplio
if their capacity to invest in agriculture
by the Kenyan research scientist.

Such access, she added, would ope
doors for entry in food and agri-proces:
ing, while at the same time initiating th
start of rural industrialisation as
means of increased incomes.

Morton wins Americas
colour photo contest

DR BRINSLEY  SA-
MAROQO, Minister of Food
Production and Marine
Exploitation,  formally
opened a photographic ex-
hibition at the Faculty of

Engineering, University and IICA resident rep- ;
of the West Indies, St Au- resentative, Joan Wal- {‘

gustine, on Monday even-
ing.

On display are 58 colour
and 64 black and white
photographs under the
theme “The multi-faceted
life of the rural woman,"
selected from 474 entries
received in a contest or-
Eanised jointly last year

y the Inter-American In-
stitute for Cooperation in
Agriculture (IICA), and
the Royal Netherlands
Training Centre.

Winning the first prize
in the colour section was
one of Trinidad and Toba-
go's foremost photogra-
phers, Noel Norton, with
"Boiling the Christmas
ham.” Twenty other na-
tionals entered the com-
petition, while 31 coun-

tries, all members of
IICA, from Argentina to
the US/Canada, partici-
pated.

In the presence of First
Lady Zalayhar Hassanali

lace, Minister Samaroo
(at whose suggestion the
exhibition was brought to
TT after he had viewed it
in Costa Rica) stated that
the exhibits “represent a
wide range of human ex-
perience in the Americas,
and the strength of char-
acter seen in the faces,
hands and life of women."”
Workshop participants
and resource personnel
have been drawn from
Caricom states, USA,
Liberia and Kenya.
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PHOTO EXHIBITION: FOOD Production Minister, Dr

Brinsley Samaroo, ri%hr, culs the ribbon to declare IICA's

one-week Phologra
tine. Al his right are

ic Exhibilion open al UWI, St Augus-
rs Gloria Henry, Social Developmenl

Minister; Mrs Zalayhar Hossanali and Joan Wallace of

IICA. Photo by JOHN KASSIE.

Tomorrow, the final
day, a seminar report will
be presented alternative
strategies for agricultural
development, a summary
of small group discussions
and an analysis on the im-
plications for teaching
and research.



TRINIDAD GUARDIAN (25 JANUARY 1990):15

ik

OPENING OCFS NﬁNAR THE OPENING ceremony of the Fourth Disciplin

ary Seminar in Women and Development Studies was held on January 22, at the Faculty of
Engineering, UWI, St Augustine. The seminar was sponsored by the Women and Develop-
ment Studies Group in collaboration with the Faculty of Agriculture, UWI, St Augustine:
Shown chatting at the opening ceremony are (from left) Dr Joan Wallace, Inter-American
Institute for Co-operation on Agriculture (IICA) representative; First Lady Zalayhar Hassan-
ali, wife of President Noor Hassanali; Dr Grace Sirju-Charran, UWI Co-ordinator of the
Women's Development Seminar; Dr Achola Pala Okeyo, Kenyan Agricultural Scientist ond
Dr Rhoda Reddack, Lecturer, Women's Development Studies. Photo by JOHN KASSIE.
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TRINIDAD GUARDIAN (27 JANUARY 1990):1

PHOTO EXHIBIT: UWI historian Dr Bridget Brereton, right, and Dr Grace Sirju-Charran appraise
chetographs of women farmers. Dr Sirju-Charran was co-ordinator of a workshop on women in
agriculture which began January 22 ot UWI. The pictures are part of an exhibifion of 58 colour and 64
black and white photographs entitled “The Mulfifaceted Life of the Rural Woman™ put on at the UWI
Faculty of Engineering fo coincide with the workshop. Photo by JOHN KASSIE.
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TRINIDAD GUARDIAN (31 JANUARY 1990):19

APPY MOMENT FOR LADIES: THE LADIES in o happy mood are (from
e1t) Indra Kelly of the Minisiry of Environment and Nalional Service; Caroline %::lnperd of
he Wild Fowl Trust and Zoida Rajnouth of the Minisiry of Food Production Marine
“xploitation. Occasion wos lhe epening of the exhibition, “The Multifaceted Life of the Rural
Women,” al the Foculty of Engineering, UWI, St Augustine, on January 22. The exhibition
jvas sponsored by the Infer-American Institute for Co-operalion on Agriculture (IICA) and
the Minisiry of Food Production and Marine Exploitation. Chatting al the exhibilion in piclure
below are (from left) Sharon Soodeen Karamath, post groduale student; Jennifer Maynard
of CARDI and Ann Rajack of UWI Agricullure Extension Deparimenl. Pholos by JOHN
KASSIE.
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DAILY EXPRESS (22 JANUARY 1990):3

Alternatives in agriculture

9:30 a.m. FOOD PRODUCTION:artd:Marine
Exploitation Minister Dr Brinsley-Samaroo
will agdress Participants at formal opening of
seminar on ‘“‘Alternative Stratergies for
Agricultural Development, an anlysis of
Women,and Gender Issues* at UWI.
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WOMEN'S BOLE in
food export be
discussed tonight at a
seminar, hosted by
Women and
Development Studies.
The topic is Food
Sufficiency, the Export
Thrust and the
Implications for Gender.
Panellists will be Dr
Frank Gumbs who'll
speak on Regional
Agriculture
Development; Dr Hugh
Saul wﬁo'll speak on
Agricultural Exports
Opportunities and Dr
Curtis McIntosh who'll

35

IRgle of women
in food:export

DAILY EXPRESS (24 JANUARY 1990):47

speak on Food and
Nutrition Security and
the Gender [ssue.
The seminar takes

Elase in Room 101,

aculty of Engineering,
UWI, St Augustine, from
7p.m. to 9 p.m.
Admission 1s free.
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DEVELOPED
COUNTRIES
STILL HOLD
THE TRUMPS =

EN?ANMHW&MMM&»-HuM“‘M bio- and its
‘ and our imaging of future alternatives are impact on sgriculia-
ver -nelthilothmi Ihnlhveeh:ramﬁ-edm £al market;

niqaitous
from the 18th century up to the preseat.’

mrmglbahymddtu‘mthe\vmmdnewhpmi&udml?mh understanding
Scmmmdhemhu&rﬂqmﬁzrdpwn&mnlﬂmbpneﬂ an equality and support for
Gender Issues, Okeoyo said developing world

n.t‘mhipl with ﬂae utemalh-d economic aystei sontinued to be an extrac-

tive and somewhal rapa-
cious ome with the

coundries get-
ting lion's share of

cess to technological in-
novations aad
information.”

She sard: “Wamen
have alo lacked incen-
tives such as credit and
e:lemmmhelpthﬂn
improve their agricullu-
ral work as well a3 ove-
rali policy suppert to
enable them to contrib-
ute more efficiently to
agriculture and food pre-
duction.

Okeyo said the key
points that affect wo-
men’s role in agriculture
were:
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Women’s needs

By DEBBIE JACOB
A U.S,-BASED foreign aid organisation

thought it had the perfect way to "help’’ a poor
African village. It would b sophisticated
pipes to the small village so t pipe-borne

water could save the women from going to the
river to wash their clothes. The pipes were
installed and the proud benefactors went to
collect their many thanks, When they arrived,
they found an empty village. The pipes were in
place, the water was running but the women
were at the river washing their clothes.

Technological fiascos like these are m?’unsible for
the world taking le like Dr. Achola Pala Okeyo
more seriously. Dr. Okeyo, an anthropologist and
senior research scientist in African agriculture and

ender analysis at the United Nations International

arch and Training Institute for the Advance-
ment of Women, examines the impact of technology
on social systems. People like her inform the scient-
ist, who thinks his laboratory invention will save the
world, how people in the real world will react to his
invention.

In the case of the African village that did not take
ki to the introduction of the pipe-born water, the
social scientist found out the reason: the only time
and place where women had the time to socialise was
at the river where they washed their clothes. The
pipe-borne water eliminated what was an important
part of their socialisation.

That incident occurred about 20 vears ago. Today.
scientists realise the importance of using qualified
~-cial scientists hand in hand with research scient-

8. Social scientists such as Dr. Okeyo are taking

a7

the role of the social scientist one step further. T
are examining the impact of technological devel-
opment on women. are to determine how
technology can be designed to more useful to
people and what are the special needs of women who
make up the majority of agricultural workers in most
of the world. '
Last week at the University of the West Indies, St.
Augustine, The Women and Development Studies
Group of the University of the West Indies in

- collaboration with the Faculty of Agriculture, UWI,

St. Augustine hosted its fourth discipli seminar
in Women and Development-Agriculture. The guest
speaker was Dr. Okeyo. The theme of the seminar
was Alternative Strategies for Agricultural Devel-
opment, an analysis of women and gender issues.

“We have learned many things in our studies,”
said Dr. Okeyo. “First of all, the technology designed
so far doesn't.increase women's productivity. Most of
the technological innovations apply to men while the
women make up the majority of the workers,” says
Dr. Okeyo.

Research shows that women in agriculture have
special needs. Their multi-faceted roles mean that
many social factors must be taken into consideration
if their productivity is to increase.

“"Women are involved in home care, trading and
child care. Support for women should be structured
to take in consideration her other tasks. If there is a
conflict of going to the farm or getting a child to the
doctor, for example, a woman will choose to take the
child to the doctor. This shows that we should look

WOMEN
Continued on Page 38



‘Many polices are not conducive
to small producers who are the
ones feeding the population’

WOMEN from Page 22 :

at women's health and other needs. Investment in
.women's health increases productivity. There should
be more linking of women to other social needs,” says
Dr. Okeyo. .

Ironically, although women are taking on the
major responsibility in agriculture, discrimination
against women in agricuiture still exists. P

“It has taken many people a long time to realise

gbi:mflmcegiommnil;ﬁ tute.l.ihmg
. discri tory i ., prej prevents
from thinking how the oppressed person feela. Eiti

has prevented many people from taking into consid-

le are not sensitive en
to women. And women, being the lower end of
scale, cannot make demands, Science and techno
needs to be a social movement for women,” says Dr.

technological change.

mtﬁn' the needs of women while mpluna::E :

Okeyao.

"ﬁmt incentives in the Agricultural Development
Bank and most of the technological information
don’t reach women, Women don’t have access to
banking and banking institutions. Women don’t have
access to investment in agriculture. The women
therefore, continue to work with traditional me-
thods,"” says Dr..Okeyo.

“In Asia, particularly in India the Grameen Bank
which allows women credit, has proved very
successful. In a technological project in Kenya, Wo-
men for Health Water Project, women were taught
plumbing skills to service and sustain the technology

when it was installed. These are two examples that

the banking institutions and technology can take
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must be taken into account

women’s needs into consideration for the benefit of
evermm involved,” says Dr. Okeyo.

Slowly, the world is being forced to focus on
women in agriculture. Individual countries are now
realising how important the contribution of the small
farm, basically run by women is to their economy.

“We have to begin to consider the impact of.

" macropolicies on small producers. Many polices are

not conducive to small roducers who are the ones
feeding the population. The collapse of agriculture in
forced countries to go for agricultu-

to the social scientist in the university, to the



APPENDIX 3

RESOURCE PERSONS AND FULL-TIME PARTICIPANTS

NAME
ANTROBUS, Pesggy

BARROW, Christine

BELLE, Jeanstte

BHOLASINGH, Deokee

BREWSTER, Bervyl

BURKE, Cheryl-Anne

CARQL, Carollin

CRAIGWELL, Jean

COLLINS, Pamela

DAVIDSON, Yvonne

FOURTH DISCIPLINARY SEMINAR

DESIGNATLON/ADDRESS

Tutor/Co-ordinator Women and Devel-
opment Unit (WAND), School of Con-
tinuing Studies (formerly Extra-
Mural Department), Pinelands, St.
Michael, BARBADOS

Senior Lecturer in Sociology, De-
partment of Government and Sociolo-
gv, The University of the West In-
dies, Cave Hill Campus, BARBADOS

Programme Co-ordinator, Women and
Development Unit (WAND}, School of
Continuing Studies (formerly Extra-
Mural Department}, The Pine, St.
Michael, BARBADOS

Agricultural Officer 1, Ministry of
food Production and Marine Exploita-
tion, St. <Clair Circle, Port-of-
Spain, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Occupational Health Nursing Advisor,
17 Gulif View Drive, Glencoe, Peoint
Cumana, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Loans Officer I, Agricultural Devel-
o}ment Bank, 86 Duke Street, Port-
of-Spain, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Post Graduate Sctudent, Consortium
Graduate School of Social Sciences,
The University of the West Indies,
Mona Campus, Kingston 7, JAMAICA

Librarian, The University of Guyana,
P.0O, Box 101110, Georgetown, GUYANA

Agronomist, CARDI P.O. Box 234,
Scarborough, TOBAGO

Agricultural Officer I, Ministry of
Food Production and Marine Exploita-
tion, St. Clair Circle, Port-of-
Spain, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO
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DOLLY, David
DOWLATH, Pauline

FRENCH, Joan

GRIFFITH, Selwyn

HEWITT, Elaine

KELLY,_Laurie

LAWRENCE, Bernice

LEWIS, Charmaine

MAYNARD, Jennifer

MEYNEN, Wicky

O’GARRO, Heather

Lecturer, Agricultural Extension,
Faculty of Agriculture, The Univer-
sity of the West Indies, St. Augus-
tine Campus, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Agricultural Officer, Ministry of
Food Production and Marine Exploita-
tion, St. Clair Circle, Port-of-
Spain, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Project Co-ordinator, Women in Ca-
ribbean Agriculture Project (WICP),
Caribbean Association for Feminist
Research and Action (CAFRA), Direc-
tor, Sistren Research, 19 Coliston
Drive, Kingston 10, JAMAICA

.Senior Lecturer, Department of Soil.

Science, Faculty of Agriculture, The
University of the West Indies, St.
Augustine Campus, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Programme Officer, Women and Devel-
opment. Unit, (WAND) School of Con-
tinuing Studies (formerly Extra-
Mural Department), Pinelands, St.

-‘Michael, BARBADOS

Lecturer in Forestry, c¢/o John de
Beer, British High Commission, P.O.
Box 625, 44 Main Street, Georgetcwn,

 GUYANA

Programme Director, Caricom, 18
Poinciana Grove, Valentine Gardens,
Kingston 19, JAMAICA

Agricultural Officer I, Ministry of
Food Production and Marine Exploita-

"“tion, St. Clair Circle, Port-of-

Spain, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO
Communications/Group Dynamics Spe-
cialist, C/o CARDATS, P.0O. Box 270,
St., George’'s, GRENADA

Senior Lecturer, Helmstraat 6, 2584
AS, The Hague, THE NETHERLANDS

Programme Officer, P.O. Box 330, Bay
Street, Roseau, DOMINICA
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PALA OKEYO, Achola

PARKINSON, Marjorie

RAMROOP-NARINE, Dolly

ROBERTS-NKRUMAH, Laura

ROBERTSON-HICKLING, Hilary

SHERMAN, Maran

STEWART-HENRY, Aura

TANG NAIM, Gemma

WREN-SM1TH, Catheriprz

PART-TIME PARTICIPANTS

{An-
Box

Principal Research Associate
thropologist) c¢/o ICIPE, P.O,
30772, Nairobi, KENYA

Social Worker, Southern Main Road,
California, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Loans Officer 1, Agricultural Devel-
opment Bank, 86 Duke Street, Port-
of-Spain, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Lecturer, Department of Crop Sci-
ence, Faculty of Agriculture, The
University of the West Indies, St.
Augustine Campus, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Women and Development
Studies Group, Room B84, Faculty of
Arts, The University of the West
Indies, Mona Campus, JAMAICA

Co-ordinator,

Post Giraduate Student, Department of
Crop Science, The University of the
West Indies, St. Augustine Campus,
TRINIDAD & TOBAGQ

Luans Officer I, Agricultural Devel-
opment Bank, 87 Henry Street, Port-
of-Spain, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

38D Duncan Street, Port-of-Spain,
TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Loans Officer, Agricultural Develop-

ment Bank, 86 Duke Street, Port-of-
Spain, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

- FOURTH DISCIPLINARY SEMINAR

NAME
ALI-RENWICK, Shamin

BAKSH-SOODEEN, Rawwida

ES1GNATION/ADDRESS

Librarian, P.0. Box 3773, La Pas-
tora, Upper Santa Cruz, TRINIDAD &
TOBAGO

Co-ordinator, Caribbean Association
for Feminist Research and Action
(CAFRA), P.O, Bag 442, Tunapuna Post
Office, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO
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BRADY-CLARKE, Cherry

CAIN, Maureen

CHAN-A-SHING, Brad

CLARKE, Roberta

CRICHLOW, Michaeline

DINANATH, Hansa

DUMAS, Regina

GEORGE, June

HARVEY, Ena

HUSSEN, Shirley Ann

JAGGERNAUTH, Mala

KUBONI, Olabisi

Lecturer, Faculty of Law, The Uni-
versity of the West 1Indies, Cave
Hill Campus, BARBADOS

Professor of Sociolegy, Department
of Sociology, The University of the
West Indies, St. Augustine Campus,
TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Reporter, Trinidad & Tobago Express
Newspapers, Independence Square,
Port-of-Spain, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Attorneyv-at-Law, 9 Hillside Avenue,
Cascade, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Research Fellow, Institute of Social
and Economic Research (ISER), The
University of the West Indies, St.
Augustine Campus, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Vegetable Agronomist, 0ld Longden-
ville Road, Enterprise, Chaguanas,
TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Programme Director, Caribbean Net-

work for Integrated Rural Develop-
ment (CNIRD), 40 Eastern Main road,
St. Augustine, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Lecturer, Faculty of Education, The
University of the West Indies, St.
Augustine Campus, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Director, CASSE Consultants Limited,
1st Floor Ellna House, Spring Garden
Highway, St. Michael, BARBADOS

Politician/Teacher, 1 Fitzallen
Street, Point Cumana, Carenage,
TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Clerk, #22 Saddle Road, San Juan,
TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Lecturer (Educational Technologist),
Faculty of Education, The University
of the West Indies, St. Augustine
Campus, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO
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MC COMIE, Lilory

MORRIS, Jeanette

PILE, Stephanie

RASTOGI, R.K.

SAMBURY, Earlyn

SAMPSON-OVID, Lystra

THOMAS, Helen

THOMAS-EMEAGWALI, Gloria

YEATES, Margaret

Entomolegist, Ministry of Food Pro-
duction and Marine Exploitation, St.
Clair Circle, Port-of-Spain, TRINI-
DAD & TOBAGO

Lecturer, Faculty of Education, The
University of the West Indies, St.
Augustine Campus, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Administrative Assistant, Faculty of
Engineering, The University of the
West Indies, St. Augustine Campus,
TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Senior Lecturer, Department of Live-
stock Science, The University of the
West Indies, St. Augustine Campus,
TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Agricultural Economist, Central
Marketing Agency, Beetham Highway,
Port-of-Spain, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Acting Training Officer, Corner St.
John's Road and Warner Street, St.
Augustine, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Public Relations Officer, Oropouche
Road, Valencia, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Lecturer, Department of History, The
University of the West Indies, St.
Augustine Campus, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Clerk I, Central Marketing Agency,

Beetham Highway, Port-of-Spain,
TRINIDAD & TOBAGO
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