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THE four-day youth
pan camp, introduced
this year as one of the
educational compo-
nents of the Laventille
Steelband Festival,
has been extended to
include time lost due
to rain.

As several outdoor
activities, including
the rudiments of pan

tuning, we're affected
by showers during the
week, the festival
committee sought
agreement from par-

1 ticipants and parents
to compensate for the
shortfall.

Consequently, the
camp, which was
scheduled to end yes-
terday evening, has

been extended to in-
clude two hours this
morning, so partici-
pants could properly
complete the pro-
gramme.

Co-ordinator Julien
Cudjoe, who is also
manager of the camp's
Laventille Communi-
ty Complex venue,
yesterday said: "We

couldn't rob the chil-
dren of the few hours
we lost, so it was de-
cided that We should
extend the learning
process by those
hours.

"The children were
enthusiastic about
completing the full
programme, so we will
continue into Satur-
day morning, to en-
sure that the funda-
mentals of pan-tuning
are covered.

Every child must
leave the camp with a
proper understanding
of that process," Cud-
joe said.

Drawn from schools
in the Laventille, Bel-
mont and Morvant
districts, 35 children
were taught basics of
pan manufacture,
playing techniques

and the history of pan.
The programme began
last Monday, taking a
break for Emancipa-
tion Day.

Tutors included
Merle Albino de
Coteau, the first
woman to arrange mu-
sic for the steelband;
veteran pan tuner
Clifford "Rope" Al-
fred, and Michael
Cooper ,of Trinidad
and Tobago Instru-
ments Ltd, who is also
chairman of the festi-
val committee.

The children, many
of whom had never be-
fore touched the in-
strument, by Thurs-
day were playing the
National Anthem and
"Don't Cry for Me, Ar-
gentina", applauding
themselves on the
achievement.


