ABSTRACT

This study attempts to investigate possible factors
influencing vocational prefergnces of Grade 9 students in two
New Secondary Schools in Jamaica, one urban and the other rural.
Some factors investigated ares-

(1) socio-economic conditions in their immediate

envireonment and in the wider community

(2) setudents' perception of rewards from occupations

(3) parents' vocations and socio-economic status.

Students' vocationsl preferences are considered against the
background of their aducetional achievement and aptitude for
receiving basic training the gquality of socio-cultural stimulation
ahd motivation given in homes, schools and communities, and the
availability of jobs.

It is thsorised that learning is rslated to interests and
goal perception and that therefore, considerations regarding pupils'

-
vocational preferences and their drive to achieve esnnet be
separated from the type of economic activity with which they are
surrounded,.

Four ressarch questions invastigated ravealed the following:-

(1) Adolescents are influesnced in their choices of vocations

by the type of rewards they gce coming from vocational
arseas. Among such rewards are =~ improved soclo-economic
status, prestige and satisfasctory peer group relationshipse.

(2) Socio~economic activities in different communities

influsnce adolescsntas' veocational prefersnces.



The influsnce of business in the rural sample appears to
be far less than in the urban sample whaere thesre is a
wide veristy of related ohoices, especially akills of
artisans,

(3) There is no straight answser tc the guestion of whethsr
thare is more phantasy when adolescents de not know what
their choices entail, Some vacationel preferences seem
unrealistic from an academic point of visw but considera-
tion hae to be given to students' levels of wvocatienal
swarensss and maturity, and levels of esteem that they
attach to vocaticns, before coming to any definits con-
clusion about the phantasy or realism of their selecticon.

(4) There is not aufficient avidence from this study to prove
or disprove conclusively the point that atudents are more
highly motivated to achlieve when they know what to chooss
from and where £t will lead. However, there is the
indic=tion thst there is & poesitive relaticn hetween high
vocational orientation and high achievement motivation.
There is nead for further research,

This study has important implications for the guality of
aducation offered in our schopls sspecially iﬁ the areas of
curriculum planning, counselling and guidanecs, vocational
orisntation and expenditure on education. There are impliecations
too for the whole situation surrounding pre-employment training,
provision of Jobs and socio-sconomic plaenning for better standards
of living in this country. Further research in these sreas is
recommended in order toc help give directlion to zdoloscents in

improving themsolves individually and conseguently the nation.
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