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"Urhobi, you were a river-man?" he asked in the mixture of
English and 0Old Countryiiﬁnguage which was the new Jamaicegtalk.
liany aifferent tribes and'!heir lenguzgces hed been taken acrocs
the ocean to Jamasica., A new and general é::é:%&ﬁﬂl!!ﬁﬁli!-$§9ﬁ
h=d to be devised. So j#p Janaicaalalk was creszted.

"Urhobi, you were a river-man?" asked the headuan.

Urhobi was so moved, he almost wept. He thought thet after
these years, he haa succeeded in forgetting the great Volta river
spleshing past Kpandu to the sea.

He nodded to the headman. His throat.worked.

"lhen perhaps you would know about, stone-work?" the

m coid. “No wint sl Tl Tramsle w con, 5ot O v bene yom m%

Splashing past Kpandu to the sea. Rolling down its stones
which for centuries had helped ©o bullc the forts ana cestles
for banish ang butch interlopers
glek the Portuguese, NEESamEEXbeRtRel in the land.

"My father's father amd before that have been stone-
workers," Urhobi sadd, \straightening from the ditch he had been
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fre==pms worked in limestone and freestone, in granite
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ana clay, cutting and shaping the blocks and freeforms, /dm 4 el fhh*
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"Then there is work for you," the s Soid., "There

is a great builaing to be put up by the government. They need
men who understand stones."

"T understand stones," Urhobi said.

He looked at his fingers ana flexed them. He knew he
uncerstood stones for his fingers were telling him that. They
were hungering and thirsting to feel the shock of a stone
being lifted)te the creck end stretch of tendons. To feel the

sweet ache in the shoulders ana the joints ©f the arms when you



worked loose & thick, rooted one.
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"This greatl'&ilaing," Urhobi said, looking up at the
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AMBLPHONBRIE X, to the upper floor wherel ti® great main
chamber, eighty feet by forty feet, dwarfe%&ke mightiest orator.

And so'we}l did Urhobi and the others worked, their
skins black anoléig:mgng like ivory ‘ag they showered théir skills
and strength on the stoneworks thatie couple of years later
they were cslled out again.

"This time, itsleven greater, Urhobi," the rre=tman
said.

And Urhobi“hacnt reasoned or questioned wh: t could be
greater than thelsingle builaing with which they had filled a

whole side of the é%uare. Gladly he hac dropped mattock and

~ hoe, for thece are not the tools of the aristocratic stone-man.

"Ask me what is greater then the one you did before,"
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But Urhobi only smiled and shook his head. And he was
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his children would have the right to claim it for their own.
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FACT NOTms The King's House at dSpanish Town, called by
Historian Long "the noblest and best ik edifice of the
kind either in North America or ... the West Indies,"

wae built by slave labour jlesemhomsesexs Lhc "freestone"

|
%?éﬁé{ f which went into its construction wa® dug . igmme from the
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beda of the Hope River. Ironically, the ld4 sesmsssm busts of
Placed
philosophers and poets, done inm ‘bronze and/in the shadowed

hellsk looked remarkably like Africen heads, observes Long.
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They were removing free stones from the Hope River bed to build a house.
The stones were in tones of blue and grey. There were a dozen of them, all from t
the old country and Urhebi was one of them. His big hands cupped them lovingly. //
The sun was high overhead. The hot yellow light filled all the corners of the
Hope Valley in the middle of which.the river boiled. There were other men
scattered up and down the sandbanks beside the river, choosing and discarding
stones.

The river ran wide and quiet here. So quiet, he could hear the water wheel
clanking by the sugar mill across the road. The mill was owned by Hope Elletson
whose forbears had linked the river to their name. He was glad they were using free
stone for the stonework ofthe house. He ¢ loved the warmth in the pocked, grainy
stone, the strength in them that would last forever. He had known stones like
these in the 0ld Country.

They had gone past the quota already, but time was a servant in a labour of
lo&é: They felt curiously free, doing the old jobs they had done in the old
land of Africa: Urhobi worked on, and fhe thought.

He had been captured up the Volta one warm June evening when the fireflies
fled over the countryside and rivalled the sequined West African sky. He had
been put on a ship and made the terrible '"middle passage' to the strange island
in the west. He had worked in canefields, digging ditches and weeding rows, turning
over trash and macheting the alien canes. He had worked with no more thought than
a bullock hauling a cart for his heart had not been in it.

One morning the property foreman spoke to him. 7

""Urhobi, you were a river-man? he asked in the mixture of English and Old
Country language which was the new Jamaican talk. Many different tribes and their
language which was the new Jamaican talk. Many different tribes and their
languages had been taken across the ocean to Jamaica. A new and general tongue

had to be devised. So Jamaican Talk was created.
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"Urhobi, you were a river-man? asked the headman.

Urhobi was so moved, he almost wept. He thought that after these years,
he had succeeded in forgetting %he great Volta river splashing past Kpandu to
the sea.

He nodded to the headman. His throat worked.

"Then perhaps you would know ambout stone-work?" the foreman said. ''We
want all the stoneworkers we can get and we hear you were brought from the
Volta."

Splashing past Kpandu to the sea. Rolling down its stones which for centuries
had helped to build the forts and eastles for the Portuguese, Danish and Dutch
interlopers in the land.

"My father's father and before that have been stone-workers,' Urhobi said,
straightening from the ditch he had been digging. ‘My father's father and before
that worked in limestone and freestone, in granite and clay, cutting and shaping
the blocks and freeforms. I am a decended from workers in stone. I am a stone-
worker."

"Then theré is work for you," the foreman said. 'There is a great building
to be put up by the government. They need men who understand stones.'

"I understand stones," Urhobi’f-said.

He 1looked at his fingers and flexed them. He knew he understood stones for
his fingers were telling him that. They were hungering and thirsting to d feel the
shock of a stone being lifted, the crack and stretch of tendons. To feel the
sweet ache in the shouldrs and the joints of the arms when you worked loose a
thick, rooted one.

"This great building," Urhobi said, looking up at the haedman.

"Nothing less than a place for the King's lawmakers' the headman said. ''They
will build this House of Assembly @n Spanish Town. It will take up one whole side of t
they square."

And so, recruited with the others, Urhobi helped to buildi the House of

Assembly.
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Shooting the rapids on the Rio Grande in Jamaica is a fun thing. A

_.;} non-hero exercise of4coé¢ortably seated on the thwart of a 10-foot long
"bamboo raft while lithe-muscled rivermen pole the contraption down one
of the most beautiful waterways in the world. For your Rio Grande river-

Exoues b "m‘i’ B st hink te s ok 1
man nows IS ] ry e was not- lg O a amboo pO e.
A

{?“*That is what makes the sport so Sunday-afﬁé%ﬁgqn easy. A riverman

"walks'' his raft surefooted as a mountain goat over every brawl ing
Doty Th /'/’

A 1‘Fﬁ¥;tone of the turbulent obstacle course. He poles sa:,ﬂv through all

the deep poolsfm cool, softly-lit liana-hung grottos W@ W
10T mollefs 2 e % 24 ‘%}Uﬁy

. e urdesfeet. He has had a long schooling in
the moods of the river. He knows the river country. He knows exactly
where the rain clouds sit, and the kind of thunderclaps that say/ M
M should bolt ifor emsex shelter.

That's why when 61d Bill Love}the riverman, saw Joe and Carlos
shoving off into the water that Sunday afternoon, he called out to them.
He could see they were strangers, for the small homemade raft was all
wrong. Bows too narrow, stern too heavy. And 0ld Bill was right. Joe and
Carlos were indeed strangers. They were from the city of Kingston and

had gone to the Rio Grande valley to stay some days with their grandparents.

Like most city boys, they had never been on a river but were determlned to

J

fill that lack quickly.
Joe looked up at 0ld Bill's hail. Old Bill was on the bank above,
D"ff < e
a tall, slendeskman greying on ki top. He stood quite close. Joe could

see the strong-knuckled pole-man's hand.

""You talking to me, sir?" Sobti
"If were you | wouldnt go on the river today. Its going to blow spmes'

: Carlos ralsed hls head All'he could see was blue sky. ke
Shoffied impeti

A1l | can see is blue sky,' Carlos said. He was a head shorter than Joe

but taller in tongue.
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O0ld Bill was furious but he didnt show it. Old Bill knew that wrath was

just that Si!éZQQE’weakness showing up in you.
neednt

"You/mmeaxmamx lose patience, boy,' Old Bill said softly. '"When you get
to be a riverman you will learn two things, boy. You need to learn to build your
raft strong and you need to learn to wait."

"Wait on what, old man?X'" Carlos said.

"Just to wait, boy," Old Bill said softly.

He watched them push the raft intae the water and saw it caught by

the current. Joe was poling while Carlos sat astern. Old X¥¥ Bill thought that Joe

poled well for a city boy but he still thought the raft sakx squatted badly

at the stern.



"It has a way, boy,' 01d Baéll said‘{ '"You wouldnt know it but it has

 6 wa;[fbf blowing-up,even outside of weather-day."

'"We're going home tomorrow. This will be our last day to ride," Joe said.

"Bt
""You rode yesterday. | saw you,' 0ld Bill said. today."
Carlos shook his head at Joe. Joe said to 0ld Bill: '"We've got to take
g
Thas Lo

that ride. We built this raft and it?~the last ride we'll be getting before
we return to Kingston."
about
01d Ball could tell st how a city boy Mz must Rk feel abmmx this
big beautiful river. Soon the boys would be returning to their crowded streets&f
) %zm Y74
and buildings so close there wasnt room to
."Dont believe it will blow xR€ that hard, sonny, but that raft of
yours isnt built for much. Tell you what, |'l]l take you downriver a piece
and you can say you've had that last river ride you want."

But Carlos looked)(vﬁsely at 01d Bill, grinned and shook his head.

""0h, no, you wont. | know. You'll charge us like you do the American

tourists who ride the rafts. bwsslibdei- Nossir.
ntl oIk Bill_knens 2,

We can our own rafts, thank you."

pollng while Carlos sat astern.0ld Bill thought that Joe poled well for a city) fu/d yown
I 771 ‘wﬁrﬁww%
boy but he still thought the raft Wl squatted badly at the stern.\ gom %
et e and iill=9
The sky darkened so rapidly that even the big Jafeisan e "
were taken by surprisq} The rain drenched them before they could ﬁi’% /4L

i W ke
shedters=in the coconut grovi,. So also)wss Joe and CArlos, except that for them there
A

&
%

was no shelter. The river rose rapidly, Lightning laced the treetops.
The wind howled. The little raft lost its buoyancy and was instantly in
danger.
bows
'""Hold on, CArlos!' yelled Joe, trying to keep the/imms up with his

pole. But the makeshift raft was no good for that kind of river. In another

moment, the pole was wrebhched from dmemx Joe's hand and the raft was making like
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a top. The wild ride was heading for disaster -- whether to bgdashed on the rocks
or buried under one of the towering piles of watevét the foot of the cliff.
Joe and Carlos, their faces strained with fear, hung there waiting for the

above
end. Suddenly Carlos gave a cry heard/akpxe the roar of the flood.and Joe looked

/

up.
It was unbelievable. Racing down on the crest of the flood came 01d Bill
Love, his bamboo pole flashing, his raft like a live thing finding its ways through
death and;Jestruction, guided by sure, firm faith in his knowledge of the river.
Sweepéng down on the frightened boys, 0ld Bill calmly plucked first one and then
the other fron the spinning raft and deposited them on the deck before he had
raced by. Then with a twist of his wrist, he had poled his)'raft :@i;é of the
wild middle into quieter water at the sides.
""Sometimes it has a way,' 0ld Bill Love said, fooling )fvﬁth his pole at the

bank, 'ﬁaq’?t mEz wasnt blowing badly ;Eday/énfww nﬂm\w\f M¢M‘ Y

Joe and Carlos hung their heads‘yﬂt Joe grinned a little.

e

= 4&
"You should see it on weather-days,' 0ld Bill Love said, av fud () I‘g

foolng wnth the wun pole as ‘he ngsg_Jt in thgﬂmud at the riverbank. 4kf%“74@ 4/
""t\/p#‘f % QZ Q M/‘ ﬁ Nasdly i Aée /%7 ﬁtxﬁh\w T %/7%
X et "‘7 | Con wat
\\\ >, ) //, ‘wa"\f 4}3“9
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Spring of 1656,

That

(A

easy and
swore their/ oaths/kxt t

)
Land of wood ayd water," Captain Fallon of

the Army/of Occupatiorn/ said bitterly, looking at the

[//m /»/4,\
field fbr which his/regiment was redponsible. "Those fo

g murdering Spaniayds used to say ¢t the worg Jama ica
\"
B X is Ayawak for/'Land of wood and water'. Thiey were /& v\7,‘fé“
;«(2( o
‘Ni/\ right ty of wood and water, but crops." ﬁﬁ #W’g*mf
lﬁﬂvf G iy ﬂ(i#{i ’j) ?L%Z‘%% v
“(4//,» £ - iiis Jamaican head {ieldsman smiled and said /4’/% A 7
something to {me-mm in Spanish.
We)»%y wd Arnlss
Captain Fyllon turned sharply on him,.
> Y
Wﬂoﬁ}}”) M ArM’WM “yhat did you say?"
A Gotdmn by
g F gur- ,575 The hesadman spread his hands and shrugged. lie
PR e Mead
rattled off something in Spanish.
b Pep o it
el
fﬁ "“i"’f"ﬁf "Speak English!" Fallon said.
N
10!
-f— [ Tow hnd The headman shrugged again.
m/)—-lég ndin :
(025 & B s e aathth aisah ver' welly® B SaL "English
6“71/4 p g i » e e
[yorl. P~
/«v;o{' (% #““’( is the new white fellow's tongue."
Lot sd 0L TR ,
(&l ) [ oK - Fallon looked bleakly at him.

"] dont believe you. I think that in the year
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since we captured the and from your Spanish friends,

you black fellows ve come to understand English but

you prefer to ¥alk your secrets in the benighted Popish

tongue you dearnt from the S,aniards."

b
"Underatanj. but not spika ver' well," explained

the fieadman. ///—*~\\\\\\\

Up the valley, at Guanaboa Vale, a bugle blew. N\

\
Cattle lowed, kneedeep in the high grass. They could hear /

/
/

the clank of the MHI&#*MI mule-drawn mill crushing the _/////

— " ——

” o O \
sugarcane for Fpllon's regiment./%nllon plucked a

blackened coaoa-pod and ed it between hi ngers Vher wro 7h
ontlet . /)aé /sad‘s Poleein, JS2ung Lah lten flew ) /rw(/o‘zluw/%% V2% 1wt
; 7 L solantel Lot
”T\' ocoa crop fail? &
Why? Why e did everything. had good rains. Yet,
th op has XX failed. Why?"
18 CTrop :Q:AN! ile y? 4
0 o bad AwEd
- AL s Glad
PegPo showed his pure white teeth 4 Lol Ao ki riHA
of 2 He
"Hecause/that Sgnor Oliver Cromwell. ile's a Ck,wé ﬂM{,c
imtd e Hbased By 4 poist.” Fad f
W oo omtd e Pbe 4 foist,
heretic ”7 7 ﬂH%ﬂ%ﬂé@
"Dont give me that balderdash agafn!® snarled ' 'éM”%Z'
Fallon.

/‘?4‘7‘)\/0 P Ay

"You ask'," Pedro, the headman,.said %/4/47
yLsdss

— e —
The—roa=man gpstéﬁ on his hoe, listening.

your name?" rFallon asked the hoe-man.

ﬁﬁﬁaﬂbquhu“f
senor," said the—linDumer>.
s

A shout fol <gggwbyfiﬁﬁéhter came from the camp.



Fallon testily wished the Army of Occupation would cease
occupying themselves with betting on which one of the
Tumbling Twins, lodged in London's Tower, Amiral Penn
oxr General Venables, the Lord Protector would hang first.
Cromwell was blaming both for the failure of the expedi-
tion against Hispaniola. If Penn and Venables had thought
to satis{y the Lord FProtector by capturing XHEEXWEBARIFX
from the Spaniards the weakly garrisoned island of Ja-
maica, it was clear that they had lost eut. They had both
been arrested when they returned to KaiMadNy England,
leaving the army to fend for itself on the island.

The affairs of the island were far from flou-

aymy

rishing. The morale of theX/ikXaNi was low. More crop
failures would prove disastrous to the fledgling colony.
Soldiers had never made ma# good settlers. The land needed
settless who could make it yield good crops for a well
fed army, as nealr contentment as soldiers ever got.
Fgllon did not like mutinies. They were ugly and bloody. The
bored, hungry Jamaican army was uncomfortably near to mutiny.

“Jaime, I've never asked you. o you truly
believe in this rigmarole about the blessing of the crops?"
Fallon asked in his poor Spanish.

Jaime, who looked like one of the Yoruba

people, ebony black with long, fine bones, raised his
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Cocoa=l
shoulders and let them drop.

"Helieve, senor? In the use of the eye, one does
not believe, It is either so, or not so," Jaime said.

"Another Spanish philosopher," Fallon groaned. ¥m»
X703 20003000 3 303 20709976 X 23060008 3 X 15008 36 360 30X 20X 36 3 Kok A R x0x X R s Kok 030 x e
xdxxexixsx i excex XX Fexxn x X

*What about your murderous brothers up in the
mountains, Pedro? The Marocons? Do they bless their crops
too?"

Pedro looked over his shoulder before he spoke.
It was an instinctive loeok. When one spoke of the Maroons,
e &y
+hey took a quick look back. Particularly if were
standing in the open, with the heavy green flank of a

close by.

mountain xpotxxexxeweyx The Maroons lived in the mountains.
They were the freedom fighters of the day; the black Ja=-
maicans whe at the English €onguest had retreated into

waged
the high fastnesses from which they xmxxiiexi a guerrilla

war, tmﬂmmw

"The Marcons are not planting this year, senor.
This is a hunting year," Pedro said.

Pedro's face had not changed but Fallon wondered
whether he ought to have detected a taunt in the Jamaican's
voice. He knew that many of those who had stayed on the

plains to work for the English had stored their sympathies
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with the Maroons and were derisive of the soldiers who
would not venture far from camp, or go up into the moune
tains. The Maroons often slipped out of their strong-

holds, attacking and vanishing like ghosts.

sat on
Fallon dxxixizdxtmxixxexe his suspicions. It

was difficult as it was to obtain Jamaican help. Most

former
of the/Spanish slaves had gone to join the Marocons. XXX

Planting was pursued as a military exercise., By the

soldiers., Reluctantly.

"Tell me g again how it was done in the days
of the Spaniards," Fallon said wearily.

Pedro cleared his throat. He had the African
gift for enthusiastic story-telling. le made two swift

gestures with his hands as if he EXAXNEEX was framing

-

a picture for F_llon. pAnd rFallon found himself fascina=-
tedly hooked inside the frame.

"By the Grace of God," said Pedro, looking
through his framed fingers at Fallon, "we have lived to

see Baster and it is now planting time. Lilies are on

the altar oi the Lord and His dew is on the land." A fﬁA@ 3
W')/\.fk o fﬁ lﬂ@/, mMYy _&1\ 4 //)M(Lo '(_,A/rt/ o /0 P
Fallon almost smelled the Popish candles 2ﬁf‘?¢ﬂ0¥

iy I i

burning and heard the Latin intoned.

"Take your mind back, Englishman, to the days



A

before the coming of the English heretics. We are out in
the fields, wearing our best. (Good, strong Spanish cloth
to take the wear and tear of our work. We are lined up
before the rows of holes we have dug for our cocoa seeds.
A headman stands at each end of a row. The sun is just
appearing above and behind the mountains. A light wind
whips the head of that tall coconut over by the river.
You hear the birds, singing. And then the vodees of men
and boys, singing. And presently, hoving from the trees,

comes the Cross."

=~

i

o ouickly crossed himself, and Fallon, the
Cromwell Puritan, caught himself Jjust in time before he
did it too. Pedro was a great story=teller.

"Get on with it," Fallon growled angrily.

"fhere," GlWme said, pointing, "at¥ the edge of
the trees, comes the Crucifix and the acolytes singing.
Black and whitke boys, their faces shining in the sunlight,
bearing the incense and the holy water before the Priest
who bears the lloly Host. Chanting as they enter Xlk be-
tween the rows of cocoa holes, the Priest prays, the
candles burn in the sun, the incense mounts and the holy
water is sprinkled on the field.

"Zo are the crops blessed, Inglishman,?® B;d-o

said. "Yamsg, the sugar cane, corn, and this cocoa which
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today will not yeild for the English soldiers."
Fallon looked up to find Pedro's eyes on him. lle
angrily.
shook his head INXANXAERXXEeXXiXsX
“"Well? Did this Popish nonsemse work?" he demanded.
Pedro spread his hands.
"We were never hungry, senor," he said.
F*llon wiped his sweating brow and longed for
an English spring. Pedro might have never gone hungry

Fallon's
but today HiB men were hungry. le needed just a little

Right now.

outside help./hfter the Conquest of the island had been
well and truly established, lie would introduce these
fields to some honest, eartiy, English Protestant,
sweat=0f=thy=soldierly-brow by which they would eat
bread or busi. But, meanwhile, well, just supposing.

e looked around., None of his men were in
hearing distance. e whispered to Pedro:

“"Can you find me a priest? I promise no harmj

will come to hiwm."

hey all went away to Luba. z ¥ou fore
_EXUYT L . "Ab,gﬂq,boﬂﬁ
got? You burnt thei¥ Cgthedral in St Jago do la Vega

when you captured the island," Pedro said accusingly.
f%7y‘d€{ Z;yﬁ‘A germ of an idea began scrambling around inside

J L%

Fgllon's head. He said to Pedro:

"You were an acolyte, were you not?"
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Pddre nodded,
Fallon kept locking at him. And looking at him.
"gell?“ Fallon said softly, awash with ideas.
"}
Pedro shruggedy. The English were all heathens anye
#f
way, Pedro thought. He would be absolved by heaven for

pretending to be a priest while under duress to a disbeliever,

He wondered what he would use for incense.
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