944-4420 Coyaba
P.O. Box 20
Red Hills
St. Andrew

Dr. John A S.. Hall
22 Russell Heights
KINGSTON 8

Dear John,

I am glad it stirred you to remembrandeg@an@ I hope
vou will vourself one day write piblic record
your own remembrances of h
We need as many such onsmble to ensure that
the generations to t learn of what happened
only from the Euf American view of things
The attemptgo do v or ignore the importance of
George PM " century history is a case study

ill haj

of w if we do not write our own history.

again.
Sincerely



‘% ae& DR. JOHN A s HALL
-% €D, M8, 85, (LOND,), FR.CP, FR.CP (EDIN), Facp

MEDICAL ASSOCIATES
KINGSTON 19

PHONE : 876-926-1400
876-929.6543
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Tvro Doctorate Degrees in the Humonities (African Literature/African Studies) - First
thasis (350 pages) was written up and defended in English (June 1972) ; title : Perer
Abrahams : a (South) African Novelist ; venue : University of Nancy, France.

Second more recent thesis (1,100 pages) was written and defended succassfully
(cum laude) in French (Decarnber 1992) at the UniversitytefNancy, France. Title of
thesis : Individu et Société dans le Roman Africain d'expraSsion anglaise de 1939 a 1986 /
The Individual and Society in the African Nove! in u._:,hsh rom 539 to 196

Pricr to the first doctorate degree, the ung€r3igned obtained three different (one
BA and two MA's) degrees in Economigs, "Tiblic” Administration (diplomacy) and
‘evelonment Studies in Strazbourz _(I9S/7970) and Paris/The Hagus (1971),

resgeccively.

2. POSITIONS HELDGD FaN
2.1 - Trzinee-Diplomdt, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Cotonou, 1972.

b3
Yy
'

2 - Head of Dep@stinent (English/African Literature) and Lecturer in
internatienalfAfrican Reiations, Nationzl University of Benin, !972-1974.

2.3 - Seniomylecmirer at the University and concurrently Programme Officer,
Associatidn of African Universities {A.A.U.) General Secretariat, Accra,
Ghana, 1974-1977.

2.4 - Senior Lecturer at the University znd concurrently Programme Officer,
International Planned Parenthood Feczration (IPPF) Regional Office, Lomé,
Togo, 1978-1983.

25 - Deput‘/ Director, Centre for African Family Studies (CAFS), Naircbi, Kenya,

Y

1983-1986 (through ieave of absence]j.

Professor of African Studies, following resumption of duty at Naticonal
University of Benin, after return from Nzirobi in 1936.

(F5]
'
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3.2 - Consultant in African population and development projeczs.

3.3 - From February 1992 dill August 1994, concurrendy Technical Adviser o
President of National Assembly, Benin Republic, in International/African
Relations and Co-operation for Development,

Seal. 1894

3.4- From July 1995 till =ew, concurrently with teaching at the University,
Education Technical Adviser to President of Benin Republic

4- COUMNTRIZSVISITED

Some thirty (30) African countries (anglophene %:.d fedndophone) and some fiftean

(15) countries in Europe, in additicn to the Uficed, States of America and South

Korea., s
f

Signed: Nodl DOSSCU-YOYS
BP : 08-0291
Tel. : {229):30 08 92~ Fax (229) 31 20 02
COTOMNCU (Benin Republic)

Date : I3dRIRIS QF. ~ WASWINGTEN B G



Sk RoBERT KIRKWOOD

TELEPHONE: 65984 P.O. Box 163,

TELEGRAMS : DOOWKRIK
CABLES: DOOWKRIX, KINGSTON. JA.

5, TRevENNION PARK Roap,

CODES: BENTLEY'S SECOND PHRASE K[NCSTON 5, JAMAICA, W.I.

8th January, 1968.

Peter Abrahams Esq.,
""Coyaba'',
Red Hills P. A.

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

This is just a short line to congratulate you most sincerely
on your latest book. I took it up at night and read through, with
absorbed attention, to the end. Apart from the fact that, as would
be expected, it is extremely well written, I found the theme to be
most convincing. The whole story is brilliantly put together, and the
various situations ring true to life as we live it and see it. The
atmosphere is authentic. And, for good measure, I particularly
enjoyed your sensitive descriptions of mood and scenery. Altogether
a most exciting and enjoyable experience.

My congratulations, and thanks.

Yours very sincerely,



"’ ’ r
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THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION

Head Office - Broadcasting House, London, W. 1

200 Oxford Street, London, W. 1

TELEPHONE : EUSTON 3400 TELEGRAMS AND CABLES: BROADCASTS, TELEX, LONDON
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Horst Kohn

Vienna IV

Rechte Wienzeile 1B/6
Ausitria

Vienna, July 9th 1965

Dear Sir,

with great enthusiasmgI gread your famous novels
"Mine Boy", "The Path of Thumdex", "Wild Conquest" and your
autobiography "Tell Freedom".
May I therefore address to you with a great request:
will you please send me (if possible) a personally signed
photograph of yourself.
For your trouble best thanks in advance.

Faithfully Yours

sl Lkl



N. W. MANLEY
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22nd April, 1965
o
Peter Abrahams, Esqg., o o
"COYABA",
Red Hills P. O.

My dear Peter Abrahams, ; ﬁ,

I heard from an American visitor lash, week, a friend of mine,

‘that she was reading a copy of your novelgwhich das just been nubliched,

and then I tried to get one from the local“hoeksellers, and then was
delighted to find a copy arriving at home fram Faber and Faber.

My warm thanks and congratulatiens. I not only enjoyed
reading the book which is excitingeandWgflite unforgettable, but I also
was profoundly impressed by the mumanity and wisdom and historical
understanding that you bringétoVbea® on the discussion of the problems
of race as they exist in the WrNtoday.

] I think it was eX$rem€ly interesting for you to develop a
situation which presefis the WProblem in so unusual and in & way startling
a contept. I suppose aAlot of people will misunderstand, but I hope
that most of thosdfwho)coWnt will learn something.

I cdamnoty Wby the way, resist a comment on the technical problem
that you presenbted t© yourself in writing that book. How does one
impose a teNge and exciting and fast-moving narrative on a background of
wise and meditatéd and almost philosophical discussion of the wvery thing
that gives the narrative its pace.

All good wishes to you. I look forward to the next one.

Yours sincerely,
’/)’}’Y//’?’\“‘) |

N+ W. Manley

NWM : fee



Friday, the 23th of December 1960, Hans Tveten.

Dear Peter Abrehams!

I'm a Norwegian boy, andl'm 14 of age., I've read all of your
books, and 1 like them very very much,

My English teacher has read your book "Tell frithem" at
school, And all the pupils like it,

1'm very fond of writtin' too, but I don't thinx I'm so0
clever as you are,

I've many nobuvies. I play tne piano, colect autographs,
and 1 compose., 1 like to coumpose boogies and lullabies.
1've sent one of my composition to Winifred Atwell, the
fawmous pianist. And she liked it.

1 have a very good friend here in Oslo.ﬁﬁ?mcomes from
South West Africa, He is negro., He i@ ﬁglggeatest friend.
He study sosial uconomic., He snall svﬁq‘hexe for three
year, His name is Hans Beukes. ‘ r»

1 know that you are also bor “*‘ﬁouth West Africa,

I'm also a negro., But I'm d?ss::;glan negro,

1t ain't diskrimination hgﬁe in Norway.

But all my friends argnigﬁl;%oes and negroes.

¥our are my greate ';agtﬁor-favourite, and my record-favou-
rite is Mahali J . She always sings negro-

gpirituals. D&\&oq’ﬁnow the name°- Ruth Rese?

Sne is stayin' in Oslo now. And 1 have beem known with her,
In January comes a new student all tne way from South West
Africa., I lookin' forward to that very much,

He shall be livin' near me,

But now I must close my letter for this time, If you found
time, 1,d like very much to hear from you Abrehams.

Your sencearly Hans Tveten.

ps.

A very Very happy new year



THE NEW  ORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW —_
TIMES SQUARE NEW YORK 36, N. Y.

March 1L/60
Dear Mr, Abrahams:

We are sorry to bother you but eould you please help

this reader? It seemed simpler to forward his letter
to you than to write back to him giving your address;
in any case, 'we don't usually divulge our reviewers'

addresses. Thank yous

Sincerely yours,
{7 7 | )
M Ao bl

i lsldd 5



WILLIAM H. BRONSON y J ROBERT EWING, JR.

President and Publisher Chairman of the Board
4 (]
The Shreveport Times (€
ARK-LA-TEXS GREATEST NEWSPAPER .gl ™ gﬁs_nnazﬁn;

TIMES BUILDING
Shteveporl, Jouisiana

Associate Editor March 11, 1960

Editor

New York Times Book Review
The New York Times

New York, N. Y.

Dear Sir:

In his New York Times Book Review discussion of Guy
Butler's "Book of African Verse" (October 18, 1959), Peter
Abrahams said that "a few African Negro poets have written
verse that would more than qualify for inclusion if merit were
the sole consideration," Mrs, Ewing dis a member of a study
club which has been studying Africa for a year or two, Her
particular part this year is African poetry, and she would like
to get in touch with Mr, Abrahams to find out what Negro poets
he refers to, Can you give me his address? Also, do you happen
to know.of any books of African poetry (written by Negroes)
published in this country?

I enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope for reply,

Yoursivery truly

DONALD M. EWING
Associate Editor

DME:dg



Brussels, November 16th 1958.

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

I expect you will be astornished tohreceive a letter from
Belgium. I am writing to you to ask you something. I am a girl-
student and attend a High School in Brussels. One of my sub-
jects is of course English. Now I am near my leaving exam, and
for that, each of us has to study one book and to write a spe=-
cial composition (in French) about it for the first days of
December. I have chosen your "Tell Freedom" as I am very, very
interested in the difference of the races.

I was deeply impressed by all you have written about your
life and I am quite sure that the White are unjust in treating
the Black like that. But I am sure there are good and bad ones
on both sicles.

Now my question is : Do you think that one day the equa-
lity of the races could be put into reality ? How do you think
could this situation be altered.

I would be very, very thankful, if you would tell me any-

thing of what you think about this problem.

7

s

MARION Francine,

170, chaussée St Pierre,
BERUZELLES 1IvVv.
Belgique.
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COLLEGE INTERRACIAL Doumburs, te ..20..décenbre 19.56
B. P. 825 .
USUMBURA P
RUANDA-URUNDI
! Monsieur Peter Abrahams i
AN < PRI, | c/o Maison Casterman ‘
5 N Rue des Soeurs Noires "

O 1 TOURNAT ( BELGIQUE)

Cher Monsieur Abrahams,

Venant d'achever la lecture de 1l'édition fran.
gaise de votre autobiographie, je tiens & wvous dire l'impression
profonde produite en moi par votre téhoignage.

Comme 1l'en-téte de ¢ feuille vous l'aura
laissé deviner, j'ai 1l'honneur de diri College ou éléves

blancs et noirs fraternisent dans l4ar la plus sincére. Deux
cent cing éléves noirs, originaire da et de 1'Urundi,
vivent ici, mé&lés a 27 jeunes Eurofger®. Tous suivent un cours

d 'humanités gréco-latines, selo:@ ogramme belge métropolitain
: Au terme rs études, les uns et les
autres obtiendront le mémg A §ne, donnant accds & l'enseigne- '
ment supérieur dans tout® niversités* belgls d'Europe ou,

d'Afrique. . \

P fprmer cette jeunesse, nous sommes I
treize Jésuites bedges, expression frangaise, plus un prétre
noir, originaire Qgégi pays, et quatre professeurs laics, £gale-
ment belges.

J'ai pensé qu'il vous serait agréable d'ap-
e d'une institution comme la n8tre. Notre ambi-
jouer aupreés de tous nos éléves le rfle gue rem—
égard Canon Woodfield et le Pére Adams.,

lMe permettez-vous de vous demander une fa-
veur? Je voudrais beaucoup acerocher votre photo au mur de mon
bureau., Elle me rappellerait ainsi qu'a tous ceux qui passeront
devant elle 1'idéal d'union et de compréhension mutuelles que
nous poursuivons ici. Vous combleriez mes voeux en y mettant
votre signature. .

prendre l'e
tion sergit
plirent &

Espérant que vous voudrez bien donner suitbe
& cette requéte, je vous en remercie d'avance et vous prie
d'agréer, Cher lonsieur Abrahams, 1l'expression de ma profonde
sympathie. : |
3i peut-&tre vous désiriez m'adresser gquelguer
nmots, n'hésitez pas & m'éerire en anglais.

e W. DEROUAU s.3.
i‘ Recteur du College

ol

¥ N ¥, |
- w4 ) o 4
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57 Jessel Drive,
Loughton,

Essex,

England.

June 28, 1955,

Dear Mrs Grossman,

Please do forgive the delsy in writing 4o you, to thank you
for your very cordiszl letter of April 9th. "

It is an occupational disease of writers for they are so busy
writing these bocks that they have very little time to enswer their
letters.

I hope to be in New York in November of this year for & short time,
and if it is at all possible to dg ey I shall do my best to thank both

you and your husband personmally fowm your cordisl letter.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs. Sem Grossmen,
745 Graft Avenus,
Frenklin Square,
New York,

P 8. A









7086 Riverside vrive, New fork City, 31.
7th June, 1956.

Dear Mr. Peter Abrahams:

First of all I must thank you for a Xmas card from you and
Daphne -- and from the biographical sketch about you I learn that
thera are also two children. I wish you'd all take a trip to NY,

I have a lot of very young friends and could have a party for the
youngsters while the oldsters chatted. But when you do come, you
won't be able to get me through Knopf's, for there have been drastic
changes in the juvenils dept. A new editor cems in znd gensrelly
upset everything. However, the adult cept. remains superb and you
could not have better publishers. But the best way to get me shculd
you come here is to 'phone in the evening -- and it nsver matters how
late fer I'm up umtil 2.30 a.m. snyway. I'm in the 'phone book.

And -- if gou contine to write such magnificent books you must
expect this cerrespondence to continue. Only now 4+'l1l know that if
yvou don't answer you're in the midst cof a new book: The time before
I was concerned as 1 was afraid the boocks I'G sent-had gcne estrsay,
snd of courses all that was straightened out.

I maevwel at the way you can make & character so utterly human with
the gecod qualities end bad combined -- just as human beings are.
1 admit, though, I could never have let Udomo treast Lecis so ruthlessly
with the Jo episode. And, whet = problem you had when you had him
betray Mhendi and yet how ttagically reasonable for his objective.
Mhendi's death -- 2nd thet of Maria gave me literal chills! And Tom
was marvelously done, while Paul Mabis' letter at the end was a tremendaus
climax. wasu‘t Mr. Hughes thrilled at the dedication?

Somehow, with your ability to ses pecple and situations as you do,

T wish scmetime you'd makRe a character feel another's problems even if

it's not his own. I belisve this to be very possible and certein. Not
only mizht people be ashamed a2t, for instance, what the white race heas
done while beirg a member of that race, but I know that some one can

feel this even if net having suffered from it as an individual. And not
only from shame, A projection of one's self into another isn't perhaps
ususl, but does occur and is important. As ycu showed in "Tell Freedom"

a Jewish psrson who had known prejudice pight or again might not understand
another prejudice. A Negro might, as ycu showed, be scornful of a
another Negro who was beneath him. Oh d:ar, this is éomething for
discussion and I'm becoming invelved in trying to write it. The main
thing is I believe that sometimes it's just es hard for a person who

hasn't had the stupidly cruel experience perscnally of being differentisted
against. And, whenev:r I use the phrase "white race”" 1 always think of
E.M. Forster's description as "pinko-grey.™ S0 much more reaslistic.

That terrific problem of doing harm for ultimate good is one you
have handled so tsllingly. I don't know. I feel no one should ever
miss sn opportunity, no matter at what personal loss of standing, to
assert what one beli=sves in, but Udomo had to do so much more. And
particularly when Selina emerges as she does.

Here am I chatting away about your charscters, but they're all
so real, so important. And oh, how you cen write. Thank ycu again.

Cordieslly, i:;

\\ e



Prof. Dr. K.H.Pfeffer Hamburg, 18th May 1956
Hamburgisches Welt-Wirtschafts-Archiv Poststrasse 11
Mr.,

Peter A brahams
37, Jessel Drive

Loughton, Essex

England.

Dear Mr, Abrahams,

My British-born wife discovered "lMine Boy" in the library of the
British Information Centre, I started to read all your available
books and got so enthusiastic that I am trying to get a German
publisher to accept translations. Would you agree to that, and might
I possibly visit you when I come to England on a short trip this
autumn, or could we meet in London, better still in Hamburg?

Your point of view helps me very much with the South African
Section of the Cyclopedia of Modern Nations which I am preparing for
a Government Research Institute in Hamburg. You will understand my
interest when I explain that I am a sociologist and hold special
Seminars on overseas problems at “the University. Even if you cannot
entrust the translation of your books to me I should very much like to
make your personal acgquaintance.

Sincerely
Yours,
Kb e

( Prof. Dr. K.H. Pfeffer )
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; THE OBSERVER
i . <1791 -
i u The Osorver-Simelod
22 TUDOR STREET

- LONDON, E.C.4

TELEPHONE:
CENTRAL 9481

15=5-55
Dear Peter
This wes copied from the diary of
a friend of wine who is a third-year medical
student, a South Africen,at Edinb@rgh. It is v.

‘moving and T thought you might)be glad to see it.
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"THE VICARAGE,

i R UPPER BASILDON,
NR. READING.
gﬁf TELEPHONE UPPER BASILDON 223.
/ 5 April, 1955.

HMr Abrahams,

I feel I must write to tell you how deeply moved I have
been in reeding your book Tell Freedom. I went out to South
Africa in 1939, the year you came to Enzland, and was for a
year at Ekutuleni in Sophietown,and then after my marriage 1
lived for eight years in Parow, near Cape Town, where my husband
was Rector. So I know well the background of 'which you write.

y

I was much interested to read what youl wrote of Canon
Woodfield, as he came originelly from mpmether's village, Stone,
near Aylesbury, and she and her familW\knéw him well in his
younger days, before he left for Sgugh Africe, There are still
people in the villege who speak @f hifMl with affection, though of
course it is meny years sinag &, Peft, and he has not been back
of'ten,

Can you kindly tell“we ihe name of the publisher of the book
of Negro poetry you, @poke of, as I should so like to get hold of
a copy. Perhaps you\mlly be interested to see a poem I wrote &
month or two ago ®Beut South Africa, and two stories drawn from
my experiences tagke, I do a good deal of spesking to Mothers'
Union Branches about South Africa, so try to keep my knowledge
of developments Up to date. Things were bad enough when we were
there, but they'have gone from bad to worse now, and one wonders
what the end of it all is going to be.

Do you know if Blanket Boy's Moon is & true story? and can
you tell me anything about its author? I was much interested to
read of the better conditions for non-Europeens in P.E.A., and
I should very much to like to know something about the educational
system there. What chance is there for the African to reach the
required "sesimilation" level? What schooling is provided for
non-Europeans, and what proportion of them have a chance of going
to School? Can you tell me anything about this, or tell me of
& book in which I cen find the answer? '

With my good wishes,
Yours sincerely,

Shyabe . hee.  (as).
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37 Jdessel Drive,
Loughton, Essex.
Englond,
February 21, 1955. "
Dear lir, Fisk,

- I have only just received your letter d-ted February 4,
and I should like to thank you moaz va r your Iind
corments on Tell Freedon, 2

As you see, I am not living 1n‘ Tk but a little way
outside London in Bngland, so I ¢ aet your party in

there during the coming sumnmer spect though that you
will have to pass throush Lon your way to Afrieca, If
that is so, and if you ar ng off in London for a few
days, and if I am not onea out of the eountry at the
tine - and please forgive he 'ifs! =, then perhaps I
ecan neet your party ndon, If you will write me
about your possibl datea, we might be able to arrange
soncthing. .

New York unless.I' am luecky enou‘%‘ e able to manage a visit

n

Yours sincerely,
.»/ " [

Pe%ﬁi Abrahans
A

lire Alfred G, Fisk,

San Francisco State College,
1600 Hollowey Avenue,

SAIl FRANCISCO 27,
California,

U.S'ﬁk.

s .



SAN FRANCISCO STATE COLLEGE
1600 Holloway Avenue
San Francisco 27, California

February b, 1955

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Author, Tell Freedom

c/o Alfred A. Knopf, Ince
501 Madison Avenue

New York 22, New York

Dear Mr. Abrahamss

I have just finished reading your book, Tell Freedom and have
recommended it to the members of a study tour of Africa which
I am organizing for the coming summer,

I understand that you are now living in New York. Would it be

possible for us to meet you there? I plan a day's program for

my study tour in New York (mostly at the United Nations) before
we fly to Africas. It would be a very significant thing for us

if you can give us a bit of orientation. All our group would,

I am sure, be most interested in meeting you after reading your
booke.

I consider your book one of the finest things of its kind I have
ever read, It seems to me, in fact, far superior to Richard
Wright's, Black Boy. I am sure I need nct say to you that you
write with unusual poetic beauty, sensitivity, and significant
inSight.

Sincerely yours




NADINE GORDIMER
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37 Jessel Drive,
Loughton,
Easex,
Englahd,

September Brd, 1954,

Dear Miss Bonner, %
When your letter of August 1l5th 3; [ereonenbered that
I had kept your earlier letter and I hawt how duz it out of
ny file and reread with your curre gt¥er, That first one
was dated llarch 18th, 1948, I rampply ktep letters as long
as that but I doubted whothor I fomldget another like 1t
go I kept it. And now I have jhd(apother as rewarding and
from the sane person, : .

WN\NN
o N\ )
I an indeed grateful o And thank you so mch for
the review and the adwerti nt with the quotese I had .
seen the review but noB\the advertisement with the quotes

and that, too, is wery r dinges I do of course hope the

book will do well 11; even 1f it does not I will feel

anply rewarded by the reaponse 1t has provoRed fronm

80 nony sensitive ddople both in this country and the Unlted
goba Tughes, with dthom I am In touch, wrote ne

one of hig rawe heart-warming, laughter-filled lotters of
: #nd I shall keop that with your two letters

I have been asking for Arna Bontemps' STORY OF THE NEGRO

" at the London bookshops yesserday but they don't seen to know

1%, so I shall have it orderefyfd from the United States, I
an a%so at a digadvantage with you as I have not managed to
get any of your books, But I hope to remefly this before so
long, "

In all this I an trying to say thank you adequately and
it ig not very easy. But I think you will understand that, I
saw my mother and sister (and drunken brother) two years back
end their pride left me helpless, .

Yours sinceorely,

//'

Suabet you both in order to say thank you in the /



706 Riverside Urive, New . _rk Vity, 31. i
15th sugust, 1954.

Dear Mr. Abrahsms:

Parhaps you have not saz2n the NY Times review of TELL FREEDOM, or
the advertissment with the quotass, so I enclecse them.

A few yaars ago I wrots you about your PATH OF THUNDER, and had
such a nice letter from vou in reply. I think this is the only tims I
have written twice to the same esuthor (I don't even write once very
often), but TELL FREEDOM is so bssutiful and so important that I am
compelled to do so now. I hesitate to put down on this typswritten
page all I would like to say. You use words so superbly and effactivel}
that I rejoice that the English lsngu=age can bz so ussd, but it mskes
me 3 1little shy about writing this letter. (And, 4 think I tolé vou
bafore that I writa for a living -- books for young people -- and Knopf
is my publishsr),.

Somshow my place ssems enriched with your/book as one of my proud
possessions. And its bsauty mskes ite tragedy ohly the more telling.
T hope it is tremendously successful -- not only for your sske, =snd
certainly you deserve grsat success fonfdeing such a magnificent job --
but so gr=at numbars of psople may rsad it. In South Africa particularl
Anyone who reads such postry-in-pross will bs rarely rewarded, but =2s Arr
Bontemps says it is so timsly. Heartbreskingly so th=st such a book
of expsriences should be timely.¢ And how you have menagsed to 1ift up
the cruel stupidity into such s clear focus with words that win through
any kKind of argument is a fzat, ofsganius and of heart.

Did you ever r=ad Arna,Bontemps'! STORY OF THE NEGR®? I think it
has been publishzd in @nglsnd. Noticing his guote made me think of
mantioning it to you, as he tells of some of the long-ago writers.
Knopf did it here forSthe young pecpla's list.

Your motherWend sister must be very happy about yéur writing. And
thank you dseply, assone of your resders.

Yours faithfully,




P.0. Box 51 College Station
New York 30, N.Y.
August 25th 1954.

Mr. Peter Abrshams,
73 Jessel Drive,

Loughton, Essex, England.

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

A4 few years ago, when 1 was editing a little maguzine,
the "Harlem Quarterliy", I corressponded with vou briefly concerning
an article which Mr. Swain of the Faul R. Heynolds Agency had
mailed for our consideration.

Your work as a wrliter was known to me long before then because
I begen to beat the drums in your behalf when I read one of your
early books that a friend of mine had mailed from Englend. Now
that three of vour books have been published in America there is
a resurgence of interest in wvou a2s & writer and as a person. I
read vour novel "Wild Conguest" when it was running in serisl form
in the megazine "Drum".

If you have an issue of that magazine for August 1952 you
will notice that I have a short story "The Boy Who Painted Christ
Black" in the same issue.

1 get regular distribution of magazines from South Africa and
have spoken extensively on that troubled land.

Yesterday, Sunday August 23rd, here, 1 read vour review of
the book, "Report on Africa" in the New York Times. It is a good

review and to the point. I think Africa is emerging from her



long lethargy and I think some blood will be spilied before the
emergence is completed. 1 see no reason why & person of color
should apologize for thinking or believing & thing like this.
After all, the white race did not take the world by waving angels
wings &nd the world thet they have enslaved will not free themselves
in like manner,

I am completing your last book "Til Freedom". I resd over
half of it early this vear in one of the Afric¢an magazines.

I would like to hear from you from time to time. I will send
vou copies of American publications that might interest vou.

Now that you &are better known in Americe, I wonder do vou
heve any future plans for visiting this country?

Sincerelv,

Aorcanty Clak,

JHC :mp John Henrik Clarke.



Alfred . A ¢ Knopf Incorpamted

501 Madison Avenue NEW YORK (22), N.Y.

August 17, 1954

Dear Mr Abrahams

I have read your book Tell Freedom and I
think it the most wonderful book I have every
read about my people. I only wish that every one
of us could the chance to thank you for such a
real book, I would like to keep it as long as I
live, so would be so kind as to autography this

book for me.

Yours t¢

homas F, lewis

c/o Alfred A. Knopf, Inc,
501 Madison Avenue

New York 22, N. Y.

pPesSe. Could I Please have a Photography of you,

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS



20 Norman Road,
Hove, 3.

3rd August 1954.
Dear Mr. Abrahams,

I feel I must write and tell you how much I hagve anjoyed
your book, "Tell Freedom." |Not only does it seem to me
moving and very well written, but every word of it rings true,
and I must congratulate you on a fine piece of work.

I myself spent nearly 40 years in South Africa, and in
many spheres caue into close contact with the Coloured and
N ative inhabitants. After the Boer War I Jjoined the Native
Affairs Department. When I was at the Chief Pass Office at
Fordsburg in 1908 I formulated a scheme for the abolition of
passes, but the then Director of Native Labour said the
Government would never agree to it. One of my most treasured
possessions is a testimonial given to me when I left the Pass ,
Office signed by all the interpreters and Native constables and
testifying to my sympathy and fairness towards them.

All that was in 1908 - long before your time! I am now in
my middle eighties, with failing sight, and your book has been
read aloud to me. I am the father of William Ploumer, to whom

ou allude in your bock. His first book, "Turbott wWolfe'"
¥1926) was critical of raecial prejudice and brought down on his
head a storm of abuse. I remember that the Bishop of
Bloenfontein, described it as a most courageous book.

Wishing you every success in your career,

Yours sincerely,

Capt. C. Plomer,
Sunnyend,
20, Norman Road,
Kingsway,
Hove, 3.
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34, Pasadena cJourt
South Beach, Durban. Natal.

14! 7' 54'

Dear Peter,

Last week I read your newest book TELL FREEDOU, may I
tell you that I think it is the “inest literary effort you have
written. I wonder what you fee’ out this book, I felt a tgemendoua
load had left your aching hear en you had written "finis to thie
book. Now vou are at peace, I ure- please tell me if you would
like to write to me if my feel. , about this book are coorect.

At first when I started to rea¢ t- I telt a physical paln- it was
so acute sometimes that I had t book the book away- how very little
oder we who call ourselves libe 1 really knew anything of the

sufferings of the other South / cans. This book i1s so sensitively
written Peter- all the rancour tred and bitterness has gone,
( I understand it full well an ew the reason for it). I have
thought back over the yeas¥r whe . lasy saw you- often when you

were very very hungry- and now. .re to lay your-head. 1 remember
asking you not to stow away- but to wait until you get away legally
a8 it were. The first word I had from you when you arrived over
there a postecard " you were sitting in St. James's Park on a seat,
and you wrote" 1t does not say for Suropeans only"- it is all a
long time ago now. I have all your books- that is not strictly true-
! buy them read them and send them over to “openhagen to my
dagghter- if you ever go to Denmark will you visit her- I am sure
Cynthia would 1like to .see you- she. knows so much about you, I often
ta ' ked to her about your days 4in Purban and the difficulties.
I would love to know gomething about y-ur family,I know you are
very happlly married and have some children- if you have time to .
write do tell me- if you have a snap of the group to ppare it will .
be very good to have it. I could write at greater length, I really /
felt I wanted to write to tell you how much this last book meant
to me. : o

One thing perhaps has changed about me - at last my
friends call me by my own name the one I like and my family in
“ritain always use- FLORENCE-" I always loathed Flo=- my colleagues
on the .newspaper 'call me BAY- you may choose ) I care not.
I am back in my old Jjob on the Naily News- after having spent
five years in Britaln and Paris and Denmark. I have been working - .
for the Liberi Party- at the present stage- we have no Communists-
we do not want them-= I think they consider us too weak- or not
left enough- whatever it is, they find us useless- that goes for
me too- I feel they have no contribution to make to the 1ife of
the folk in South Africa- we are all §outh Afticans and the sooner
the folk who live here accept the fact- the more readily can we

settle down to an amlimsable way of life.

Enough of this- 1ot ®iens.

Yours as evern

Tisece
PS v g : ﬁ“;{r*”) :



1USeum 8868 6 Gower Street,

London, W.C.1l¢

12th July, 1954

My dear Peter Abrahams,

I am sorry I have not written before now to
thank you for your very nice letter of June 21st. For
one thing I wanted to make sure that tHe "Listener"
printed my review. I am very glad they have done so,
and hope enormously that it may help in a small degree
to encourage the sales of your Book.

It is kind of you_to/suggest that I shall be
missed by those who are working /for a more sensible colour
policy. I would certainly greatly have preferred to be
mixed up with some work connected with Africa, but the
Singapore Jjob sHould be,ihteresting and might be useful.

This guestion’ of multi-recial cooperation has
become far the.most important in the world today. I might
be able to help .to,a very small extent. You will be able
to help enormously. It seems to me that those of you who
can face the injustices meted out to your race without
bitterness snd rancour are making an immense contribution to
civilisation - something which belongs to all of us, and not
merely te people of one particular race, religion or colour.

Bless you, and all my best wishes for the success
of your work in the future.,

Peter Abrahams, Esa. \! N N
37 Jessel Drivé, ; '\gﬁnufn/kfkﬂxi =

Loughton, Essex. e
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CErETRAL. 8000 140 Lines) 12-22, BOUVERIE STREET,
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Northern Offices:

DERBY STREET, CHEETHAM,
MANCHESTER

16th June, 1954

My dear Peter,

Your publishers were good enough recently to send
me a copy of "Tell Freedom". I don't ~normally review books
anywhere, but I was so moved by yours, that I asked the Listener
if I might review it for them, You may be interested to have
a copy of the review which I hepe Will appear very shortly.

I hope wery much indeed that the book will have a
great success. Inimy opinion it most certainly deserves it.

I am going out at the end of August to live in
Singapore, where.I have been offered an extremely interesting job
on the staff of the Straits Times, This job should enable me to
travel more or less where I like in South Fast Asia, which is a
part of the world only a little less fascinating than Africa. I
expect to be away for three years, and I hope that by the time I
come back you will be one of the best known writers in this country.

All my good wishes,
Yours very sincerely,

s

Peter Abrahams, Esd.,
¢/o Messrs. Faber & Faber, Ltd.,
2),. Russell Square, W.C.1l.
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Houzhton Estat
Johannesbursy

15.8.53

1

Mr Feter Abrahams
c/0 Faber and Faber Ltd,
24. Russell Square,
London,
Dear Mr Abrahams,
I have just finiched reading your hoolk Return
U p
to Goli,with most of which I find myself in great éyﬁpathy.
Imagine my surprise therefore,when on page 167/ read a statement
which distopts completely the ©point of view 6 the Institute of
{
Race Relations,by the misplacement of two@d3tt™e mdrds. There is
all the difference in the world betweenw” Mithis pdssible ...... "and
{
" js it possible----", The whole context of the Institute's statement‘
ghows that the gquestion was a sarceastic one carrying the meaning
" I
of course not. How con1ld youWgo miSread and so misinterpret the
standpoint of a body whieh\stands for paprnership of the races in &

this South Afrieca of ours?

I

yours Rn S@rrow not in &nme

"b*':-—.‘,.' {
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Yuly 7th.,1953 .
Déar *r. Abrahams,

I have just finished Return to Goli , and I
should 1like to congratulate you very sincerely on a bookiwhi ch
must have t aken a great d=al of couraze to write. XYou have
c®rtainly widened my comphrehénsion of South #frica, a country
which I do not know at all from first hand.

In reading + was constanfflyastruck with the
parallels and contvasts with the Southerasinifed States, which
I do know somewhat; and for me it waseza Eve ation to realize
that, in the vast majority, the “egrop\d®the U.S.A. are
"Coloured" rather than "Black" psychoRog?®cally, as well as
physically. The discussions among #héyOoloured which you recount
could, with very slight zlteratigfis{ Jiave taken place in *arlen;
and there 1s exactly the sam§ yalB€ givén to physiecal signs -
lighter skin, "good hair", "gﬁ@d Lips” and so on.

Uné of the points which I would much 1ike to
know more about 1is thegcont®mt of African and coloured €ducation
in S. Africa. Negro $§chooling below the Mason Dixon lineslg
almost as inadequatéas what you describe; bu he text books
in the vast majorit Ofycas€s are the same as1sed for the
whites; and 1 th%lNghls contributes quit® a lot to the unhabnpi-
ness of many of ti® Southérn Negroes. The values they are taught
are those of th® wipite Americans, which the laws and customs
of segregation oTC. prevent théem realizing, so that they feel
cheated, I think in a different way to, say the people of the
Gold Coast twenty years ago (when * was there) whére a real
effort had béen made, at Achimota for example, to adapt €ducatio
to the Jocal realiti®s. Don't think I mean by this that “egross
shouldn t have as good an ~ducation as possible; but there is
something ludicrous in the “egroes of Senegal being ‘taught
history from a nrimer whiech opens "Nos ancétres, 18s Gaulois..."
I think a careful and comparative study of the texwrbooks provid-
€d could be very illuminating.

I shall look forward to reading further books
of yours.
With all good wisheég for the future,

Yours sincerely,
~ o,
PPN AA J \‘l s %_



Joubert Park Nursing Home RIVERSIDE FARM,
22 Koch St, Johannesburg. P.O.BOX 77, MASERU,

BASUTOLAND ,

SOUTH AFRICA.
TELEPHONE: LADYBRAND 1431

12 May 1953.

[/ -
15{"; >i ) ;
Dear Abrahams, .| !

I have just rea d your BETURN TO GOLI
with deep admiration; so great, that although normally
I don't hold with fan letters I feel bound to write to
you. If you don't hold with fan le#ters I hope that
you will forgive me, and do not of course feel that you
have to reply.

The full magnificence of huma n character is only re-
vealed in resista nce to, and triumph, over adversity.
I shall only say how conscious I was, as I read your auto-
biographical pages, of your sha re of the giants and
hobgoblins. "Who would® true valour see..."

If I had to la y.my finger on what I thought showed
most understa nding dn .this book I would choose the descrip-
tion of the corruption of life in the Reserves, for Goli
is very a ctive theres But, spea king from a knowledge of
Basutoland only, I believe t here to be quite a lot of the
golden age left, even to-day, particularly where there is
a sufficiency of 'wealth and enough fa mily chesion.

Your book has moved me greatly, and I believe will
have a great influence in this country, pa rticularly
with good people who are tempted to be embittered and
defeated /by the hobgoblins. Your book holds the future,
for we will one da y experience a national reconciliation
based on its ideas. That is a certainty. The doubt-
fulness is of course in the manner and length of our
pilgrimage between to-day and that da y.

Please go on writing. You can do so much to
safeguard the peace of this country - and to build courage
to defeat our worser selves.

I was born here too, I suspect about the same time
as you - 29 June 1918. Tha_nk you for your kind reference

to myself.
/;\u~v §%V\C{A1£5

Vo Sagtrs



"Millside",

Sl RPN O], J R N Church Road,

4] » Bagshot, Surrey,
. az;w—— 13th March, 1952

&

’?o-‘—k c,.w;—"

Dear Abrahams,

The ve:y day after meeting you at Henry Swanay's
T got your book, Wild Conguest from the Times bHook Club, and
T can tell you quite honestly it-was a relief to read a bock
with real vitality again. For months before I had been bored
by novel after novel., When I finished your book I was sorry
I was not able to see you at once to discuss it with you, as
there were quite a number of points I wanted to teke up, with
you. On the whole, I thought it excellent, but I found that
it was a trifle unbalanced in construction-- that is, you
started off by meking it the tale of the Boer trekkers, switche
off to the Matabeles and then came back ( almost as an after-
thought ) to the Boers. Every section was admirably done, nevel
theless, and my interest was<held all through, which is rare
for me with any novel these days.

Sunday last Ivsaw The peth of thunder reviewed
in The Observer, and despite the review got the book next day
and am now well over three-quarters through it. I read very
slowly and ecarefully. I think I am enjoying this book even
more than I did Wild Conguest. But my Godl! I'd never dreamt
that the Coloureds were treated so badly in South Africa. In
the West, Indies colour prejudice is not overt-- in fact, it
is,in a sense almost academic=-- and no coloured or pure-bloodec
negro can complain of being treated igneminiously by the
whites., Look here, we must get together soon and have a lon
chat about everything. Incidentally, I heard you on the Third
Programne in the second talk. I didn't hear the first, but this
didn't metter as I'read the printed version in The Listener.
What fire in your pend ]

Drop me 2 line and let's @rrange a lunch @ate.
Or some sort of evening date, if it isn't too late in'the
evening, for I live far out in the eountry as you can seec.
My phone number in London is GROsvenor 8011, Extension 1075
(British Council, 65, Davies Street, W1 Yo Do let me ¥
from you soon. w & 8 3

b LT




98 King Henry's Road,
London N.T.3.
England.

April 19, 1948.

Dear liss Bonner:

I was deeply touched when I got your letter of llarch 18.
Thank you very much indeed. It is not often that a young
writer gets the kind of appreciation contained in your letter.
And while I do not want to set the writer apart from the
ordinary indtividual, ¥ Ao feel that it is sometimes only those

who are at the job themselves who can go into the book and
read into it some of the personal problems involved for the
writer in i¢s making. The making of the PATH CF THUNDER
Aemanded a peculiar kind of courage becaus® T am certain the
"Coloureds', my people, are going to be quite bitter about
somne aspects of the booke. On the othef Wafd, I shall be very
surprised if the South African whites 40 not ban it out of
hand. Yet it had to be dorne. And wriders as a %ribe are no
more courageous and no less cowardly than other folk. Perhaps
they Juat see a little more clearkrgometines and are a little
more dumb at other times.

Like you, I hope Arna Bontemps' book is brought out here.
Very many yvears ago, in Johannesburg, I read a poem his that
moved me most profoundly by its quiet strength. Perhaps you
know 1%

wO through the gates with elosed eyes,
Stand erect and let your black face front the West,
Drop the axe and leave the ftimber where it lies -
4 woodman on the hill must have his rest.
Goy, where leaves are lyiang brown and wet,
Forget her Lrown arms and her breast who mothered you,
And every face you ever locved fTorges,
Close your eyes: walk bravely through.

. oince then I have always looked out for the works of Arna
Pontemps, but so far without any success. I have been much more
fortunate in getting tHde works of Cullen and I am trying to
persuade somebody here to bring out his ON THESE I STAND. I love
Cullen because more thau most modera poets of our time he has
the ginging touch that found its highest expression in the
incomparable kKeats. 1V has been one of my great hopes to meet
Cullen, it is one of my great regrets that I shall not.

To make amends in some small measure for the unavoidable
delay in replying to your letter, I am sending this by air. As
gsoon as I can afford it I hope %o visit Wew York. When I do I
most sincerely srust I shall have the pleasure of meeting you.

Thank you again for your very kind letter.

Yours sincerely
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MARY GRAHAM BONNER
706 RIVERSIDE DRIVE

NEW YORRSL L Y i8th March, 1948,

.

Dear Mr. Abrahams:-

Last night I finished (though I shsll want to rarsad) THE PATH OF
THUNDER, and todesv I have talksd about it and thought about it = great,
great deal. This, of course, I shall continug to do. But it doesn't

sagm right to admire a book so dseply as I do Hours without telling
you So.

I was arrested and impressed at first by "gBur orig 1n11 and
Q1gnip1cqpf mathoa of stating that your characters wers fictional but
the problems and prejudices factual. The mtcry is beautifully W“ltt“ﬂ,
the uhuTﬂLtBPF so alive that it ssemed tragic tficgmcouldn't live Yet
your ending was the only one -- and the epilg&uc  lfthought very
effective. In it was smbodisd =a&all - Cl?vLﬁdﬁ -- and cruel -- commsnt
whrsch was shown up so strikingly after wh a% Heds cone before. There
were so many integral parts of the storyth® were so right. For
example it was so fitting to Ssirie anggph®y love for annv that she
should have been the ons to hope to be abié to lie in the sun. It was
Oqiqting such 3 true picture when vwdu draw the pr=acher. T cehan"t

go on like this -- for after all FQU\Jdo know ghe story you have writte
but I think it one of the fingS§ boéﬂ I have read in a long, long
time. As a writer I took del{gBg Jn vour mngnlfj ent craftsmanship.
(Mostly I write books for FoungWge®pls). As a readér I wags happy
that you told you storyv ex®Matly e vou did -- or should I S8y 8s 8
reader and an individugl? D Wope thers will be meny people reading
it and that it will d¢4 Wgll fOr yvou and for its story.

You quoted Cul®m'$ poem, and I hope Arnma Bontemps' next book
will be browht dwt Yn PRgland. Knopf, who publish my books, are
deing his "Storypof™whe Negro," and I did the index for it =o I know
it well. It is Mhistory for teen -- or any -- age, and is rasplats
with informet¥Ngn ag@d very well written. The only recent book of mine
brought out in Wm#fland is "Canada and dsr otory" which doessn't fit

into this paragraph at =zll, except as a mesns of introducing mvself. .

I noticed you had written other books, and I hope they'll bring
them out here, too. You've had a fine press in New York, as no doubt
your publishers have told vou.

{

Pleage let me say once more how greatly'l admirs vour book. Ay
seems to me you have done the very thing for which an suther always
wishes -- you have really accomplished what you set out to do, and
you have done this superbly. i .

Yours faithfully,

A \
1\\. \ | Iy,
Uiy £ YT i i T
VW | (LABAL NI -

——et’
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