INTRODUCTION

Throuchout the literature of investigations into
soil surface structure there appears to beduplicity of
terminology. American and Au;tralian workers refar.t; the
surface segling phenomenon as crusting, Britigh worqus
famgu:_cappingﬁ}-

The Shorter Oxford Dictionary gives the following
definitions of a crusti:- 'a more or less hard coating or
deposit on anything' & ' the upper or surface layer of ﬁh;
gpound (in reference to a supposed molten interior of'tﬁe
eq;ph).hpnoezgeologically, the outer portion of the eartg'.

4% sy Ror,cap it gives:- 'a cap likelgovggipg; a top
stratum or layer'. ; Sl

A case could therefore be made for using either
term.but because of the connotations of a crust being a
baked hard surfece it would seem to be a more‘suitable.term
for the.phenomenon as found in the tropics. Furthgrmore
!cap' has copnotations of something placed as a cover, where-
as, cruste are definitely formed in situ whether on bread or
soil. A

¥ 1w Por these reasons then it is intended to use the
term 'crust' throughout this renort. 7

“lueio o + Ik is also worth making clear at this stage the
difference between crusting and compaction. Both phgnomqpa
are found on the U.W.I. Field Staqj.on end in this inatanc:e
m,ﬂaﬂ;m mainly to the effect of water on soil structure,

d.with inputs of energy into the

~-zw§b,1éis of lggrogato structure in the
nﬁi;_sf 1 only, compaction may
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