
CENTRAL OFFICE OF INFORMATION 

NORGEB: HOUSE , 83 BAKER STREET, LONDON, W.1 

Your reference. 

Our reference. 

Telephone: WELbeck 4420 

Telegrams: Centroform London 

Dear Peter Abrahams, 

Telex: 3287 & 5288 

22nd April, 1958. 

I am awfully sorry that I was unable to meet you and your 
wife again after the help you gave me in organising our tele-
vision film on Jamaica. I had looked fonra.rd to seeing you 
again but my stay was very brief and, little by little, the 
film presented ·quite a few organisational problems which seemed 
to take all my time to solve. 

Anyway, the film is noo completed and was sent to America 
last weekend for showing. We interviewed an interesting cross­
section of people and amongst them Mr. Manley's interview was 
outstanding. Taking all the f actors of hurry and limited 
preparation into consideration, I don't think the final result 
is unfair to J amaica. Incidentally, the person we used as 
interviewer in the end we.s Errol Hill, whom you me.y know as 
Drama Instructor at u.c.w.r. 

I would very much like to have sat and talked about books 
and writing with you but I'm afraid it didn't work out that way 
and ell I c ~in do now is look forward to returning to Jamaica 
some other time. 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. , 
Editor, 
"Public Opinion", 
2 Torrington Road, 
Kingston, Jamaica. · 

With very best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

-- ' j ~ ~v~ --­
Jolm Ingram 

Films Division. 
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Mr . Fr,_ncis I s a , 
Motor S l e s & Service Co ., 

--..,-.. 159 Hnrbour Stree t , 
Ki ngston . 

24th Apr i l , 1962 . 

Enclosed pl e se f ind the bill 
f or put ·ng on the new gear f or me . 
I am sending this to ycu bee use 
you did s y thot t 6is was a mat ter 
for whi ch you t hought the f ctory 
shoul d be r e sponsi ble RS I h d ge 
t r ouble l mo s t f r om the time I ~ot 
the car . 

Yours s incere l y , 

e t er br hams . 
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~ Second fold here ~ 

AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY 

ENCLOSURE ; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED 

OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 
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P.O. BOX NO. 21 

TELEPHONE 5164 

CABLE ADDRESS 

"CROOK" - KIN GSTON 

}OHN CROOK, 
FERODO BRAKE LINING 

AUSTIN CARS, TRUC KS & VANS 

DODGE CAR & TRUCK PARTS 

LTD. 
• 
5-· 13 HANOVER STREET 

KINGSTON , JAMAICA. 

WEST INDIES. 

2/20 7th October,, 1959 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
164, Harbour Street 
KINGSTON. 

Dear Sir:-

We have had no response to our letter of the 29th 

September, regarding your account of £ 2. 6. 6 

which dates back to May. 

we now ask you to be kind enough to let us have 

your cheque in settlement. 

Yours very truly, 

Jmm 

Per: 

CR~( LTD. 

}LJ/j,u/ 
DONALD Giur 
COLLLCTIONS DEPT. 

P .S. If you have already forwarded your che~ue, please 
disregard t his r equest. 

00/er 
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John Crook Ltd . , 
:i-13 H over st .. , 
Kingnton . 

-, L,r Sirs: 

J. June J 959 . 

Attn : Y'1r . Hendriks 

I enclose herevith mJ checue 
O o 14,lE64691 for the v '. of C250 . 0 . 0. 

( :n o Hundred d Fj_fty Pound- ) o :Ii,,. 
Purchase on Au~tin A-40 Car . 

I shall co e in on Eonday 
morning to arrange with you for payment 
of the bala.nc0 . 

Your~ faithfully 9 

q)J 
PETER ABRAHAMS . 

PA: hk 
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JOHN CROOK, LTD . 
• 
P . O . BOX NO . 21 

TELEPHONE 5164 

CABLE ADDRESS 

" CROOK " - KINGSTON 

FERODO BRAKE LINING 

AUSTIN CARS . TRUCKS & VANS 

FIRESTONE TYRES & ACCESSORIES 

• 
5-13 HANOVER ST. 

KINGSTON . JAMAICA, 

WEST INDIES 

Ref. H. P. S/11 . 29th May t 1959• 

Peter Abmhams Esq . , 
164 Harbour Street, 
Kingston . 

Dear Sir: 

Re: Hire- Purchase Austin A40 Car. 

Just a reminder that the out standing balance of £392- falls 
i...o 

due for payment on the 4th of J uhe. -
Yours very truly, 
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Dee.r Mrs. Johnson, 

J 

57 lessel Drive, 
Loughton, Essex. 
Engl nd. 

August 30, 1955. 

Receiving your l etter was a wonderfully rewar ding experience for 

which I fil'l very gr ateful indeed. And thank you so much for r e call i ng so 

vividly for me a glimpse of t he story of t he writers of colour of t wenty 

years baek. I am, as you m w know, in touch with Lt.u:1g ston and I b ve tried 

to k<>ep pace with l ater develop1I!ents. And I have, of' course, met Dr. 

on his visits to this count ry. I had a note from Carl Van Vechten r ecently, 

and I look forwa.rd to meeting all these friends ver y shortly now. Yes, pl ease 

do l et me have crypy · ot your rehearsal when it i s ready. 

I shall b , in New York for a few hours on September 3rd wh.n I pass 

through on my way t -:1 the !·!e t I ndi e s . On t he wey ba ck I shall break T!',Y 

journey in t he U.S. and be t here for a. month, from about Novembvr 20t h to 

December 20th. I have a dat e t o speak at Fisk on December 7th and I hope to 

go to Washington from t her e . I look forward t o the ,. 1easure of me .ting you 

and all other f riends then. 

You ask of ~y dear mother. On August 15th thi s year I r eceived news 

from my sister t hat she had di~d of a heart attack on August 15th. It was 

a t errible blow f or she was dear t o my heart, very dear . She was 64. I had 

seen her just ove r- a year before and she had seemed so very well and happy. 
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I l eave her t hi s comi?l(; ?rid&.y o i f t ere i s rr;t mess e you wi. t o 

l et me h·-ve it ~au.ld r each m. if you ·,,r ot e to me at Kno_pf in N. Y. 

I look forward t o meeting you and ·t;1:1anking you for t e joy ' ope 

your poet ry gave me s a. poor boy living in d ubt an mi sery long ago. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Pet er Abrahams 
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1461 S StlJeet, Ji. CW CWashington, fD. C. 
August 9, 195'5' 

Dear Mr. Abrams: 

I read with plea,sure and great interest your book TELL 
FREEDOM. Rayford Logan, 'Professor at Howard University has 
reviewed it commendably. • 

Tell me more about your mother and sister - You interest me 
and they do. 

Just talked with Madame Derissa, wife 9f our Ambassador from 
Ethiopia. Have suggested that she get your book at once. Also, 
spoke with ·Prof. Leo Hansberry, a Prof. at Howard University who 
1s expert on African Affairs. 

You would be interested in knowing these men, as well as 
Dr. Franklin Frazier who has traveled extensively over Africa and 
has written of it. Gene Toomer whom you quote, began his 
Literary Route at my home at the then so called Literary Salon 
which was and remains possibly the only assemblage of the kind 
in Washington. All the people you have read of came here on 
Saturday evenings remaining sometimes 1'ntil six a.m., just talking, 
talking, talking at top pitch. 

an 
Laneston was then making the fires for Carter Woodson(Historui 

now,dead). Countee Cullen the scintilliating scholar always 
came here when away from New York. Have just made an outline of 
the literary lights of that period whose names you know. Will 
be glad to send you a copy of this rehearsal as soon as available. 

We have rich material and promising writers who,many of them ' 
only need the initiative to set down wonders of the present 
historical and literary day on paper. 

Jean Toomer has wantered away from the colored world through 
two whit§ marriages but is now back again with the writers of 
color. Really, I hate to die leaving the story of the writers 
of twenty years back untold. I knew them, each of them, as no 
one could have known them all. 

VVhen are you coming to Washington and New York. We will all 
be ha·,pp~- to see you. 
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You should know Kamala Markandaya - the author or 

NECTAR IN A SEIVE. I'm hopint that she will be able to 

come here soon. 

And do you know, Cedric Dover, author of HALl'"Cast. 

He mentions me in that. Dr. DuBoise's wife is writing the 

story of his life now. You must know them both in New York. 

Also, Harold Jackman, friend of VanVechten, author of Nigger 

Heaven. Also, Bruce Nugent, one of the editors of FIRE -

associated with Thurman and Eric Waldround. 
these 

I would like to be able to tell you of all t~e~ eople 

before the tale becomes a legend. I add your name as a 

friend found at the end of a perfect day. 

I didn't intend to \Write such a long letter but 

decided to give you a short resume of some of the writers 

in America. 

Very sincerely, 

Geo~V~ugf~ 
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Town Hall, King Street 
London W6 9J U 
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:Mr . Lyle Joyce 
619 Hudson Street 
New Yor 14 
NEW YORK 

Dear Lyle: 

arch 6th,1959 

At long l ast it looks as though we are going to be 
able to renew old acqua intance - that is if you are going 
to be in ew York from about the 25th of March . I am 
comi "" up on the 22nd, to sp .nc'l a fe,·, dayo in \'laoh:..ngton 
rhere I am taking part in Holiday Magazi ne ' s Seminar on 

Africa and then I am flying up to New York to do a portra it 
of Harlem for Holiday ' s special issue on New York . I expect 
to be up there Qbout the 25th or may be tho 26th _d to spend 
rbout a couple of eeks on my research. 

I do not -now yet 1here I aE e oing to stay s o I can­
not tol l you hew to contact me . I sha l l be in touch with 
my blisher s and if yo . wil check vii th Harold Strauss at 
I.nopf ho mi -ht be in a position to tell you where to locate 
~e . I shall also be in touch with Langston Hughes whose ~rune 
is in the book I think . But in any event if ou don ' t locate 
me withi n a day or two of my arriva l i n New York I will come 
out looking for you . 

Daphne and the ki s send t oir love and I look forward 
to eeing you after what eems a lifeti me . All the news when 
I see you . 

Yours ever 

<?+ . 
Peter Abrch- s 
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BY AIR MAIL 

A I R L ET T E R •. 
IF ANYTH ING IS .ENCLOSED -~; 

~ TH IS LETTER WI~~ BE SENT -..:-: 
BY ORDINARY MAIL. • \ • 

. Ar. ........ ?~ ........ ~~4-47·· 

.1i.o..'! .. ~ --· ·~J .. ... £.et.) 

.•.. . ~~··· ··· ·~ ···· ···· f... ··tJ • 

... ::f&...tn.f.!IC.8., ............................. . 

lk. tJeJ~~ 
------- -- ---- --- - ---- -- - - - - ----- -- - - --

~- Second fold here ~ 

Sender's name and address:-
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S avil e Club, 

• 6 9 , Brook Stree t , W 1. 
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r . Eric ~. av agh , 
Se cretary , 
P. O .. Box 400 , 
King ton . 

Deer 3ir , 

21 t November , 1962 . 

you ·ill eali e by no your 
l etter of Nov mber 12 cro ed y 
c eque settlin my account with you . 

he pu.rpo e of this note is i l y to 
let you know th t I o no t precic te 
the tone of your letter . It i 
of ficious n the type of thing one 
only wri t _es t o people w o ar diffi- ­
cu l t bout paying their bill . If 
in th mon th t o co you no te a 
very exked decline in y busi~ess 
with Sinclair ' s you c blame the 
tone of your le tter fo r it. 

Your tc ., 

PA/ ul . 
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PORSCHE 
C:::, L- C=> =5 f"-........-1 c=, E3 I L. E 

FISK TYRES VAR T A BATTERIES 

SINCLAIR'S GARAGE LIMITED 

T EL EPHO N E S , 81251 - 2 - 3-4 CABLES , " SIN G ARSLTD " 

Reg- Offic e : II LOWER ELLETSON R O A D • Show r ooms , HANO V ER STREET 

Pete r Ab r ahams Es q., 
Red H i ll s P. O .. 

Dea r S ir, 

1 2th Novemb er, 1962. 

We r efe r you to ou r letter of the 15th October, 
1962, in connecti o n with the outstand i ng d eb it balance of 
S i x Pounds Seve nteen Shillings & Eightpence (£6 . 17. 8) , 
on you r acc o unt. We a r e surp r ised that you have not favo u r ed 
us with a reply . 

Th e abo ve balance is ove r s ixty (60) days old , and , 
as credi t is extemded on t he basi s of payment within thirty 
(30) days, we s hall be obliged i f you give this balance of 
Six Pound s Seventee n Shi llings & Eightp e nc e (£6 . 17. 8) , you r 
kind and i mmed ia te attention. 

Than'ki ng yo u. 

EWK: mf 

Yours f a i thfu l ly, 
SINCLAIR ' S GARAGE LIMITED 

£ l A' ,-,/~ /CC~ (A.I ' F_ 
ERIC W. KATANAGH, ,, 

S ec r etary. 
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PORSCHE 
C:::>L-C=:>=51'..--1C:::>E3 1 LE. 

FISK TYRES VARTA BATTERIES 

SINCLAIR'S GARAGE LIMITED 

T E L E P H O N E S , 8 I 2 5 I - 2 - 3 - 4 C A 8 L E S' " 5 I N G A R 5 LT D " 

Reg - Offi ce, 11 LOWER ELLETSON RO A D • Showroo ms , HANOVER STREET 

27th November, 1962. 

Mr. Peter A bra hams, 
164-166 Harbour Street, 
Kingston. 

Dear Sir, 

We thank you for your letter of the 
21st instant. As you rightly suggested your cheque 
crossed with our request for payment. It is regrett­
able that our letter has offended you; but we would 
like to remind you that the greater portion of the 
amount of Six Pounds Seventeen Shillings and Eightpence 
(£6.17. 8), was over sixty (60) days old. 

EWK:pr 

Yours faithfully, 
SINCLAIR'S GARAGE LIMITED. 

~ ':~~/ 
Secretary. UWI L
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CANADIAN ASSOCIATION FOR ADULT EDUCATION 
Presidml, SENATOR DONALD CAMERON 
Chairnum, Executive Committee, A. V. PIGOTT 

Treasurer, H. H. EDMISON 

Mr. Peter Abrahams , 
West : Inaian Economist, 
164 - 166 Harbour Street, 
KINGSTON, Jamaica 

Dear Peter: 

Director, J. R. KIDD Secretary, G. E. FLOWER 
Honorary Cltairmaii, Executive Committee, E. A. CORBETT 

Honorary TreaS11rer, J. S. PROCTOR 

113 ST. GEORGE STREET 
TORONTO 5 - CANADA 

WA. 3-3519 

March 27 , 1961. 

We are back in this northern land remembering with great pleasure the 
evening spent with you and your wife and Victor. 

I am hoping before long that we can have an invitation for you to come 
here although I realize how difficult it may be for you t o get away . 

Meanwhile we will keep in touch in some fashionc'ho,revcr. > 

JRK/fr 

Sincerely , 

J . R. Kid , 
Director UWI L
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es



TEL..EPHONE : 401 1 

TELEGRAMS ; 0OOWKR I K 

C A BLES: DOOWKRIK, KlNG STON, J A . 

COD ES: BENTLEY'S S ECON D PHRASE 

PERSONAL 

Peter Abrahams Esq. , 

SIR ROBERT KIRKWOOD 

c/o The West Indian Economist, 
164 Harbour Street, 
Kingston. 

Dear Mr. Abrahams, 

P .O.Box 432, 

, KIRK AVENU E 
l 

KI?)l"GSTON, JAMAICA , W . I. 

3rd April, 1962. 

My son, Francis, is. shortly proceeding to Lagos, Nigeria, 
as part of his experience in Tate & Lyle. Francis will be a member 
of the Tate & Lyle sales organisation in Lagos, and will probably be 
there for a few years. 

As Francis does not know anyone in Nigeria, I v.o uld be most 
grateful if you could give him introductions to friends in journalism or 
otherwise that you may have there, as this would be most helpful to him. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

rwr~~ 
P. S. Many thanks for your -letter of introduction to Mr. Louis Martin. 
He is a most charming man, and was kindness itself. I am sure that he 
will be most helpful to us. UWI L
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Secretary, 
Organisi g Cor i ttee , 
.. s.A. c. ,. 

Roads o.nd ' orks Off ice , 
Kin gs ton 10 . 

Dear Sir , 

26th June, 196~ 

I t is wi t h regret th~1 t I us t 
de cline your invit tion in connection 
with the Athletic Champi on shi p t 
Maxfi eld Pa.rk on Sri turday t he 30 t h 
June, 1962. 

Wy wife h s jut been recovering 
from illness ,r d I h P. ve to sty P S 
close es possible to her now . 

le se a ccept my apology, ~nd I 
hope thletic ChPmpionship will be a 
success. 

Yours sj_ncerely ,. 

Peter brah 
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rew 'o o -tion 

... • • ... • C • 

. oa s or £ f f i ce , 
a ree , 

on 1 o 

staff of t he ~ings t vn and St o 
e e£ to hold an o\tl: eti c 

C s. .. ,piors 1i' vari-ius 2.epartmcr ts at tteir 
Spor ts C1ub Park , o Saturday the th 

une , 196' , cornmen 'ing at 7_ 1 . 0 a . r . 

L connectior wi 1 th·s eve~~ , I a. 
irec ted b 

in v · t t io 
th e lanagi rg ommitt t f orw t tis 

for you to at eL • 

a ver;,r hap. OCC1"Sion 
ay , and -c cor din6 y 

it 2Qosible t ace t 
revious c mmj ttments 

plea.::.c e ~ood enouE:h 

Ir . . Abra ams , 
Coopers Hil l , 

?. ed i '.' 10 .o. , 
St. A drew o 

·t w0u1d il ee e 
ave - ur resence o. t1nt 

e o~ i ~ed if ·ou f i n 
t1i s i .v·tat· on . f cweve , 
wi l not a11ow y ou to attend , 

0 noti_ r.18 o 
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10th Februar .. , 1c61 

r . Rudolph H. Knight , 
Inter- eric n Pl ning Society, 
P . O. Box 1729 , ·San Juan , 
Puerto Rico . 

Dear Rudolph , 

Thi is to introdu.ce ;ir . thur 
Lundkrist who is a Swedish wr·ter . 
He is extremely intere ted in~ r ibbe n 
and plr-ins to do some writing on it . 
Will you kindly do wh t you can for 
him in term of cont cts , especi l ly 
with Puerto Rico writer . 

Sorry I h~ve been 18~ Abou t 
Yriting but life here is Jceadingly 

-b sy. I hope you h ve seen the 
Puerto Rico story in the current issue 
of 0 Holid y" . 

Yours ever , 

P/../us . Peter Abr ms . 
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Mr . Rudolph H. Knight , 
In ter-American Planning Society, 
P. O. Box 1729 , San Juan , 
Puerto RiC Oo 
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3rd Febru y 1960 . 

Rudolph ight Esq., 
Interlt!ler i c rn Pl anning Society , 
P. O. Box 1729 , 
Sen Juan , 
Pu rto Ri co . 

Dee..r . r. ight ; 

I flying p to erto Rico next wee k to 
sp nd bout in o weeks do inc a. special ticle f or Hol-' .. ~.fl 

" azin . I do not know Puerto Rico t 1 , h :vihg only 
posed t ough the i r port o t hin is "to enlist 
your go od of ices . ~ 

r,y friend Gordon Lewis is , I beli eve, in the 
United Kingdom now and no I co.nhot t-u.rn to him.. Wh t I 

hould ike you to o for e, if you will be so good , ·s 
to sugeest hotel and, perh ps , ct · q little reception 
committee for the few hours betiioen the irport and -
pl ace to top. I will of course undorotand if you do not 
find this po sible . In any event will you· be good enough 
to c ble me on r ccipt of this TThether you c help nd I 
will reimburoe you s soon o I rive . 

Tl i " you c i Pie is d shed off in h ..:1 te . 

Yours ·incerely , 

~ 
eter br a.ham • 

PA:chk 
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The ~icensing Authority, 
KmOSTON. 

Dear Sir, 

3rd Nov. , 1958. 

I should be gratef'Ul if' you would 
license Land Rover X.3401 1n my name for 
the period up to December 30th, 1958. I 
enclose herewith: 

( 1) License Certif'icatt, whioh 
expired on Septanber 30th , 1958 

(11) Transfer Form 

(111) Copy of certi f icate of 
insurance. 

I also hold the original of the 
certificate of fitness which is #38210. 
The former owner has deposited the copy 
of the certificate witn the Licensing 
Authority at Sra nish Twon where the 
vehicle was formally licensed. This 
cert1e1cate expires on the 10th of December 
1959. 

I enclose herewith the sum of £3. l/­
to cover the licensing for this 4uarter as 
well as the transfer fee. 

Thanking you, 

Yours faithfully• 

Peter Abra.la me. 
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21s t March, 

Liverpool & London & Globe Insurance Co . Ltd . , 
Lascel l os P. O. 

Dear Si rs 1 
Your insur d : United Dominions Cor p . 

(Jrunaic ) Li c ited. 
Our i nsured I llr. Peter Abr h s , Austin 

(A40} 1 V. 43851 

enclos th forms of r leas co pleted 
by Mr . Peter Abr aham . 

Thanking your fo your proc pt und c urteous 
attenti on . 

: 
nel : 

Yours faithfully, 

~ Claims anager . 

I • 

IN ANCE LI TED. 

60. 
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AGENCY OF 

THE LIVERPOOL &, LONDON & GLOBE 
INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 

( INCORPO.R.ATEO IN ENC lAND ) 

WITHOUT PREJUDICE . 

We st I ndies General Insu r a nce Lt d . , 
169,-166 Harbour Street , 
Xingston . 

Dear Sirs ; 

I.escelles P.O. 

18th March , 1960. 

Your Insured 
Our Insured : 

Mr . Pete r Abrahams, Austin 40, V4385 , 
United Dominions Corporation (Ja a i ca } Ltd. 

With ref rence to t he above accid nt we ha e settled J ohn 
Crook1 s ill f 6. 16/- for epairs t o Mr . .Abr hams ' car, and f or the sake 
of good order we s hall b, obliged if you wil l have ihe enclos ed Di scharge 
and dupli ca te signed by Mr. Abrahams . 

Pl ease return these t o us in due cour se . 

Yours f a ithfully, 
_es , de Mere o & Co. Ltd. , 

Mana!;e r , I nsur~nce Depar UWI L
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AGENTS : 

MILHOLLAND, ASHENHEIM & STONE. 

I'fUOTFl' JH,J{) ,IC., : 

Hr . f eter J.\.ll r allums , 
Coopers Hill 
MOUN'11 F 1, ,f: •l • 

Dear Si r , 

(INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND). 

5, PORT ROYAL STREET, 

KINGSTON, 

JAMAICA. 

P.O. Box 92. 

20 t h July , 196 2 . 

re: Mot o r Cla i m No . M. 1593- J a . Te l . Co . Ltd .­
~cc . ~1/6/ 62- R6 17 3 . 

Fur ther to our letter of the 11th i nst,nt ve enclose 
h ,rC'wi th voucl err-- for completion an<1 r<'turn i'.o~et 1•Pr i tb our 
cle •ue for ~20 . 7 . 4 i n settle~ent of your cl~im . 

f, i t, h 1' u 1 l y , 
hil 1..: 11.''11 , s - - .,r l'. ;::,TlrTL (1:r,;) LTD . 

/ LF/nr . 
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(INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND) . 

AGENTS : 
Mll,HOLLAND, ASHENHEIM & STONE. 

Peter Abrahams Es ~., 
164 Harbour Street , 
KINGSTON . 

Dear Sir 

Re : Claim No : M 1593 

5, PORT ROYAL STREET, 

KINGSTON, 

JAMAICA. 

P.O. Box 92. 

11th J ul y, 1962 . 

Jamai ca Tele hone Co. & Yoursslf. 

Your bill f or £29 . 7. 4. sent to the J amaica Telephone Company 
for repa i rs done to your car has been refer red to us for attentiono 

Woul d you kindl y advise u s the name of your insurers as wel l as 
the type of policy cover you have i n order to en bl e u s to give this matter 
furth er cons i deration. 

MI LHOLL D ASH• 

LF/vp . 

l y, 
INSURANCE ) LIMI T'RD. 
Agents. ,,, 
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