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J ooK not upon t1e, bec,..u c I < i bl!1c 1i , bec'"'use t.t1e sun hP th 

locked up n me: my n other ' :J • i1L.dr n were n ry with me; they 
vine.,' rds 

· de l e th, r c th / i. .r ; but mine o rm vi. ey .... ru,.s hnve 

I .ot Kt- t . 

---- 1.h , Son cf c- ol on,on . 

iv r s of aby oz , 11e1·e we sat· o .n , ye·, we l'ep·t 

hen we rernem b ,re l>i on . 

- nged out h, r u on the willow · tt1e mids thereof. 

or t ey that ~rried s ~ y captiv re uired of us a song; 

end tne, tnet ,ested us required cf - s irth , saying, ing us one 

of tbe ~ongs of Zion. 

-----.!?se 137. 
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(t ) 
The "BWAks , tl .. b fiJ. bt arJ per aps tl1e orig i l inhabi t Pntb 

of rmr ice , b\41 i ed t 1eir a.ca i n ui et , secl udE. , .. r1:m uil ,)l " cel:j 

not €£ ... i y reached . nhat · ,.J hoH t o titory 0 0 .... s. for 1iufne P ive tod 

k.c C'Ylu uhe truth beyon t .. e b"t;OJ. .I@~ \t;::ae:..\z.;i;;a ti ~ oi:e.liU .. 

rawa were a · e~ 11.L. peopl e; ci vi i _ ea nough to show 

the \r l o: l t;ibure by inver. ti1. t e l uOC . CI ative enoudh to 
~lA<e. s~ ~~ tr. ~ wi..il ·f'o ' 

ct ... . n cl ivi LJ ui on , in he forl of t; f\.._cr C. l1:.:1inu ~iei1 Olui f e 

·- Pnib .i. e,peni11 5 up of I, e I ew or· d, wipea theu. olff t f C of 

e ,Le :3par1L r s under L,olumbus 

an ~ . c 1aica i n ·1494 Pu<;.._ ,,1303 t ... ere were, the s ory te , betv-ee 14'\liS~ 
60 , 00 p .. 1c.a. C0 , 000 Jr ~ ... ~s . .... L.~ _ d;i,:,rJ.l:) e~ lFv d the and ~\orked 

-t cL..a.l ·1 h ~.:c.k:-~i!-t or w,-0~ ~; t.Ju. fG._ I~ kc1,fut ,~; 
tllt..r..L'nu °tJJ ar. e)(t1·aordin ... J act of 'hill t1 .. i r. ,ak ,vo er, topped 

- p· udu i nt£ ct ... i ~ dren to ue 1.;nsl veJ, ~ t! .. al.I ibers d wi ndlea un ti l 
~~-,t,......~ -~ct~ ~ 

tner~ v,er n ne . ~ &)n l y ~ L 1 en,in u.e1 b thi t r e .. J cle peopl e n e i ve 

f.ln ~.orr az. .,plr:ed nu _pl.ayed nd. l vea in tLe :.,un . he pl 11ce s 

H1 ere they "took 11 1r ead '""nu buried the . ,i th ood anu Clr i n.tr to 

he p t.h.er, on t 1at ther ·o rr.:ey to t et oth r· :, i=ct,t(' t ..... ey cr1lled 

Ooycbc~, the p.L:.=ce of t1rny_uili ty. 'hen. i."" an Air vf ge1Jtl e y_uie t 

ebout such p nee • J°\nd we have foun one ch , li h p i n the ed 

on ~e 1 , . ~ ~ --u .. (,rcqe• Em c ose by a deep , r i ed up .., vi ne tnf t must 

/ h ve (:,~!·c:, river t r-Ppped i n the hit::,.r ... r ills tv.o housf.'nd feet above 

t ... e leve · of t ... e b • It L:> not di fficult to irM gine t ,.is tr!">nquil 
of me itati n to e~crpe t o w y 

ec Ru he look- ut,spot , r the p ace/t £i ' iix ~ximxinf Hz~~x 

the ftctivity·or the d i l y roundB of a buoy 

r8v. village . But for tLe vill.F <.:)e to e tnis fpr up in tne Red fill 

this f c. r frc the sea ' the .::,pPn i rrds- woul ei .b:we to be i n occupPti on 

of the l P. ct nd then bers of the ArawAKS wouid h'"'Ve alre d I 
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droppe to tnr t ten •. i ri 1 po i nt of no return; t e t i nie woul d h ve 

to be at :.:;ome po i n · in tue 1530s to 1 540s • •• • • 

The ·m c ir.: d t 1e tee ly winding nr-irrow tree v.i th 

sow , ste, dy , even p~ ce . She bre t1ed eeuily , bod erectl y br .ed 

g ir1~t tne s l ope of the ush Ll e~ l'" 1.d . i.·11e 'dl .. i u diP "'.ib l J 
~~it~U~+,~i 

besi e i ... e tr£'1 Ck ro e "' ood ei~h t +>ee t ; Ltb J ,. or r :n ,._..; a l i tt e µ ·t~-- . 
1 £> s t.r1,n five . ~he flo copper-bro n , rounua fq ed , "1oft-fe .. red 

with C hi t of sharpn()SS to the nose- one . Her u.:1. i n, we f i ne l y 
d;vJ( 

tex red , Ji l ! y ~moo th i th otr ng hi t of :red in the :r·i h f bJ. ow 
I 

~'hi l IIl de it 1d t l w. x:f « Lon 
' 

thick 1~1 r 
~ ha i r , t i ed 

with P piece of whios rt t e beck f Lmed he sm~1.1 face ~ le ii 11 

d rk eyes dBrted fro side to ;;;,i<...e , tLen he, d, then up ·to the·s.ky 
l one 

wherJ I 0 Cr rode he i1.er. t inJ withe sy .pc\ erful f.>r!:lce , 
) l azily , grc t 

~suFlly/4> ~p i ng i ts/v i ng every few eco d • '·i t e ch tep the 

womPn nlrrced the h mper o .er e d by sli h moveme to~ her 

eek . t t l E poi nt ha l f way up her c imb sho pnuue a ooked down 
J l and 

to _er ri5~1t. he/±JC .k hRd bee bu~hed here for new anting no. 
be l ow it , i n A f i e d ready for rePpi ng , 

/ he s w ... clv ter C' f wo en, her i.o ter of t _e v:i.llrc e , se ec vi ve l y 

rce, i ng the first gr en corn . eyond them , on :rr, r.:- s 11ino- , Lore 
~ c.o..Mwo.. ~ ~ ~ 

r ggec itleared rind , roup of zten ere t \\Ork ,... :f"'!r.L f i ~l c.t . 

"tllfii!!' Yurt. er beloVw, on the br-inKs of the river-in-the-s y w,..;, t.hP. 

cl "" er of hu ti.> t.na t ma ~e up th~ ville· e . "'he1 coul ee , i th ut 

being bl e to i cten ti fy tnem indivi UPl Y, the c. i uren of t e vill<1ge 

et plPy , for up t the we tern 
wn1re 

en /Mix x 
the 
flo of t · .. e i ve. B:C owe 

to l itt more h n the ~ idth of the ~ t 0~ a ll .. ,an . J. t th.• t 
iM ~ £4,'\.W,1/ . 

point tne en 0- th VillP l"' C... diver ued 0 strea to UJ{e e playing 

po for tne cnild · ' e cl r ni r ca1ri ed t e v oi ce s of the 

cti l dren at Pl y tote woman , f · n1· y but c earl y • . ot s o l ong a~o , 
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rere were m,ny more c iidr en , He many more thAt the pl,yi ng pool 
in 

as overcro\'11 d arid tn.ey had to use i t/turn s. ot so l ong ego , 

the whole vill PBe was overcrowded and. tnere had been al.K ar ong the 

eluers of founding- a ocond and t 1en , perhaps 
vi l r O J 

tnir a , /still furt er 

un i n the ... ills if water c ou d be found . She rer e bered how the 

ayes of the o;td nen hrid glowed Fis they sAt by tne fire and dre med 

of more Pnd ~ore villa es , ne0rer and nearer t1e s i es and further 

Pid further aw y f~o he i ntruding v,hi tes with their brut l nd 

er ,el c n grr-,ce l es wr, ys nd tneir pl ePsure in the hurti ng of peopl e . 

he womr-in con inued 1.wr c in,b . he KY v. , cle r brigh t 

bl ue without 8DY hint of c l oud . :l:h_ sun hP p, Soed its peak an d @as 

n"'lf y be tv een t e s£.y r-na he eo . ~ 1 e womrn coulu see the seP 

now , [-l long way to the south and the west. l ee tin'51Y, bhe rem en bere d 

the happi er tin.e s hen her peop c ad lived n r the er' and the 

sea w their playtning , n t e plf:lce of their feedi ng. 1 ere EI!e 

0 a Y of' the then. . ;vhole ~orl of .1 r pope ivin 1ap ily by 

t e a d r the aim un . ~ ~.e re e, bered c:U ter . en he 

:put th.se thought, firr.rly fro hor . ''he wise o~ s f''[ ve u t 1not 

o.·ell on terrible thin s for t ey 1i l be r u do • 

.• !1e er e to the end of er cli mb: bro?d f t p tee th~t 

con;m n ed a view of 11 · he worl d . Frori. i i. you see tne l n , ~ s e 

the ountnins , you e~ , e ea . And on a flat stone i n the hede of 

a broad-le fed tree 

foo anti dri nk . 

t .. ho o l d mPn to wnom he had co .e wi th the 

'It ii;. goo d to see y~!' ne ..!fll ed . 1 I thou ·ht I forgotten! 
J· . ~ CA,tv, 

'. banter in hi v.., i e . ri e d her . 

' o you . ever . " he c l l.ed b ck . · e hEH::1tened towErd i • 

11 Come di t with rue . 11 

" . y o ;rou tni n I cl · ~ct t.t1is nill't" he n pped i n ock eng 
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" or love of me , 0 he mac ed , bu gentl y now. 

~h~ re-ched hi~ ~nd hero e nd helped her lift tne hamper 
- he d 

from her. Their hAnds toucheo , l i ngeringl y , nnd ·~he l ooked into h i 

eyes. 

"Wh t do the go s tel l you? Do they offer comfort?" 

'e zr.,m's l i ns cur l ed in n S11r ll gentl e s1 •. i l e . l-Ie Vvai:. n,?.11 
reddish brow 

l ike the ViWwrc ; perhAps an inc 1 or two t ller, no more; h i s/body 

a oo L P. a <'hr en r as heru , i th on l y a l ooseness of ski n fro , 

f .esh ug eating t · ge . '.rhe f ce waf:j unlined; t he gray f l ecks in 

t .. e hai i ercepti bl e; onl.r the e es ana "the very dark l i ds c onfirme 

the g p of time between· tne man nd the womAn . 

"\ hy should they be concerne~ with u s, 11 he n..urmured as e 

w tched he wo. n un pnc the ham'])er and lay out tne food on the 

broAd f~ t stone . A t i ny dog , ~oi nty heB ed , pointy n ose d , pointJ 

e 8red , pointy to d nd no more than ten or.twelve inches at i ts 

i · .est point frmr. the ground cen le ni ng fron, the bus J.I.'. to the 

l eft witn just ki l d r oder1t i n its t i nv jaws . The dog droppe the 

r t t the mr n ' ~ fe t nu d need and himpered i n h i ,·h pi t che 

excitement . The m~n re-ched down and touched the dog on i ts head . 

he dog .,lned ir•lliedi tel,; it licked the uan ' u hand. and lay down , 

wsi ting. 

"§Clod , " the an s·nid b ·ently , 11 T ke i t ; e t i t. Co' . 

he t i n dog grabbe up the rodent and flashed aw y back into 

tne b vhe ~rom • whence it h u come ,ith its prizea 

11 e did not even noti ce ' " tne ,. oman Sc id . 

" l:i~e the U'ods , " -1- , n s id . 

'If I h~a strucK yot ht-' "\ oul d have . " 

" 
1 o t t e go s. " 1 

"O you. " 
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ler i n.pe tien e touched h · , rai tie a g ·.rgli ng l flugh ter 

de p i n hh:, thro-- t . ~he pushed a bowl of food o h i • Her eye s , 

now , were laubhi ng to o . He i ped his fin6ers on a bro d e p ~r ee ... 

l eaf nd picked e pi ece of eat fro tne bowl ; i t wa~ brown and 
; 

crisp and juicy soft . He chewed it s l owl y , savouring t ... oky t as te . 

then he cuppea four f i nbers to ake a spoo and ... coope creamy 

' ground cass va to his outh. 

' There is no reason for them to notice us ony more t r.en my 

littl e fr i end noti ced you ju<t now . the hunt w ~ good and he hed 

other thi ngs to do . 'hen there is no hunt , nothi ng toe t and nothi n 

else to do , he will noti ce you . ~o it is with.the gods ' . 

"The gods are n ot dogs," she _pi:ote s ted .· 

"aw do you k ow? Vho to l d you ? hen di d you meet therr.? 11 

I 

".iou re moc~i n-"' age in ; but the go en. not dogs ~•• 
'1k nw-1 mi& . 

11 •.rne t·ood i s good . LDic. ycu prepere ,·it?" 

"'f.f. s . tr 

"I s e e . 'o as ·n t to shake an ol d u,an ' E:;; l oose te th . .. hank 

you . You ar·e r i ght. ,'.rne god.s re np t dogs bec"U e we do n t w~n t i t 

o ana tnere is l ove for you i n my mockery . 11 

"I know t hfl t, 11 she was littl e i mpPti ent ,no~ , anxi ous t o 

talk seriou s ly . ''Bu t what re we to do? her e are we to go? Who i s 

to gui de us i f , P~ you say , the god3 do not no tice us? What i s the 

purpos of it Al l ? ~hat is to ppen to our peopl e? To our young? 
, ' 

. hey h~ve dri ven us from our old groun s . Otr numbers ar dryi ng up . 

~e re dyi ng. And you spy the gods do not noti ce •• • ' 

He put down the feedi ng bowl, wi pe .hi s f i ngers on the broad 

eaf at.ct p l ed . er to h · • She resisted b .. i efly then relflxed r-rJ 

l l owed h i 1'' to comfort h'er . _ hel d her in tr1e fo l ds of hL.:) ~ 
~ ·\\i. ~4. 

ar m and r oin tea to t he s ou t ern p ' in f ar , fA r a own e ow tnem .. 
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"That is where we carr..e from . .h, :t was our hon:.e '"'lld our 

hunti ng and fiahing grounds , the pl'"'ce where we played Pnd worked 

and lovea n danced . It see ed the gods l ooked nft~r us tnen for 

you were tnere apd you know how goo i t was to be ali ve . 4rJu Gur 

peopl e were 1 rmy . 'he. un wa warm And when tne heaven:3 opened and 

tne rai n came even tna t ~ as war • 'ne ancestors olu us it was so 

bee u e tne gods wa tchedi over us with love . '·hen tney came wi th 

their ·death-sticks; they mr ati our land a place of de oleti on Bnd 

. the gods did nothing. VhA t mrnner of god are they who do nothing 

when their fo l lowers are killed ~nd broken and de troyed and driven 

from their hunti ng rna f i shi ng and pleying grounds? Fro the i r 

homes? ...:.ven from their pl aces of buria l ? \ at m"'nner of gods ?" 

"Hush," _ e wom n murmured, r.md touched the lean br-re chest 

with t e b ck of her hand . '" he ance ors tau.gh t u not to questi on 

the gods . " 

11 hey did not know our a.esol etion," he retorte • 

":.t:hey di d , 11 she sai d. ' hey id. Have you. forgotten their 

l ong journey to this land in an earlier t i me . " 

11 The ener.tie tney f l ed t.t en were people i ke us . •• 

"but f ieec e and de tructi ve as these arc . eu,ernber?" 

"Not wi t death- ticks; nd no"t wi grec canoe as bi g as 

hill ; not . bri nging ne s i c.kne ·s that kills our peopl e; i:ind not with 

chains." 

"You are right. but t . ose o.thers were fierce and. destructi ve 

and the Pncestors dicl not ·u t e;ive in ::md vei t o c.ie . They ma.de 

cimoe s and made - ue long ourney from the great l"'nd to thisfl Fce . 

hey did not it down and wni t to di e." 

11 As we now do? 11 '..Che heflvines s of spirit was in tne qpen now. 
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She stee led her own spi rit Rgainst t he impulse to tenderness. 

"Yes . As we now do . 11 

he ensed the sti ffen i ng of hi s body. Her eye s der t ed up to 

his face then away qu.i okl y . She stPred down at the di stqnt pl in and . hw 
the plAci d sea where they h8d spent t he time of ~ childhood and 

youth and young adulthood before t he brut al strangers cP.me on the 
( 

l and . 

He rose and wa l ked awAy fro her , toward tne edge ·of the 

pl a t e~u. The l ong shadows of the e tting sun were star ting to creep 

from the we s t , touc.ning the lower hills beyond the cnildren ' ::; pl aying 

pool. But far to the st and reachi ng even fur ther up i nto t he 
he light of 

heav@ls the great mountain s were still ba t hed in/the sun , made a 

hazy purpli~h blue by tne light and the a ir and the great di s t nee . 

Theirs rrated pe~ks n ow , some roun d , some shar p , were clear , un cappe 

by cl oud . Puffs of white smoKe r ose from the settl ement far do on 

the plPin where those who hnd been pu t i n chain s were prepari ng fo od 

for the i ntruders . 

The man turned and l o ked at her , measuri ng the di S1f'ce betwee 

them . 1'her·e was a hard edge to his vo i ce no : 
JOU 

"So •• • An d wh t would/,.ave us do woman? Go down and f i ght t he ? 

-
Emb rk on another gre t journey , as the ances t ors di d?" 

"Fi ght the , " she snapped back , simul a t ing anger . "Or embark 

on gre(l t j ourney. Do the one or do the other ••• " 

0 Bu t do something •• • " _he moc.Ked , hid voice gentle o ce more . 

"'iles ••• To do n·othing is wr ong. '.i'o a.o nothing i s o be par t 

of the thi ng they do t o us; is to be p~rt of the destructi on of our 

peopl e . And that the rnoes t ors will not forgi ve . " 

" he ance s tors• '..l.'he cestors. ' Al ways the anc e or s. They 
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bee e a burden on a man ' spirit, .nes ancestors . rhey di d no t 

pre pare u for thi t i me of desolnti on. They did pot forew8rn of 

the comi ng of these br u c-. l str"n e • These ancesto o on whom you 
peaceful 

are forever calling woma , t ey trught en eness anu/ a i ways . 

~ey di d not te en u to fa h i on the figntin , \,e po s ol' th se other 

enemies , the c.-.ri b , who drove them fro the great l d a d followe d 

them through r l l the s 1 lnnas. How are we to figh the death- sti c 
e · s 

of. these n enrnies who kno nothin • of gentleness ? And wiere are 

we to run to? Up into tno e unt :i;.ns? lre dy the cod here i s ruore 

than we can b er when t'J.e eason -ChA •6es .... ..nd the sun cools d wn . 
some of 

~very t i me the co l d come /oU:-- ryeop e ie . Tot ke e. hi gher up 

into the n:ountain i s to find a qui cker ea ... , even if we f i nd Pter . 

He waved hi arn,,s to tl e ::BL .te oun tain • 11 I now there is water up 
prrty 

there . A long time ago , in . 1e day of our y uh , a/~x•a~ of us went 

up there ana foun much water and muc meat for the nunti ng; but the 

cold 

cp,rry 

rove u· beck onu Ail ed o 
t>··1...:W ('ft\L,'' 

11 I r.emem e~t f J ' t .1e woraan 

tn t ms in t11e ar J 

par t y 
e of our/ XJA•~ •~/-
wt1L;pered 

tefore h ~ickne tha e s trangers 

d et oo e w en 1e t co s own E:n t e Pr .n turns c ol d" 

He WA b&o to 4 run took er o ms 1 :no. i n to, h i s 

own no 1.uc 1 1 rer orrns . He loo ed ten .r y into er eyea . 

"Li en , o .an , " El 11'~ ... i::.pe:r· d interJtlJ. 1 :.1:0 bui l d new canoes 

e h ve to be down near t 1e ea . e have o fC;l l ree and di g them 

out An ti 011, pe them t'i th ire nd ~tone . It is a bcur t:h t .. ill 
~~ 

needJ,r..iany en • rni won.:en from arjy villa e • I~ io o- n l tour th t 

c n be carried on ins crecy o~n ~ ere . hat o you think t~ 
• 

int ucl.rs w· 11 u.o? Let Uw be? 1hey ,ill o what they h v~ done m ny 

times b for . ~hey will uwoop nus; they will kill those who resi st . 
' 

~hey wi 1 pu t our en i n chPin s ~ma use our women for &po t. dour 
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children they will turn i nto creatures ministerin to tnei r every 

need . " And then , knowi ng the unfairness of the question , he asked: , 
"Is that what you w 11 ? 1 

She fough off the over he ing sense of helpl e sne s . ami 

"We .ust do something"akm: she insisted . "1'o do nothint; i s -,iron 
) 

" o wait is not nl y to do nothing , 11 he seid. 

"To wR i t ?" 

"Yes. To Vve i t . " 

"What f or " 

"6ome , 11 he said . "You h ve sho n n e I \'.a, wrong not to tri.llk 

be ore now . I ill L. do~n with you and we wi 1 tal ~i th r ll our 

.pe ple and make them unaerstr>nd why we must wa i t an wha we us t 

wait for . 11 

I 
"] ake E.£ underst1:'nd," n, insiuted, " and/wi l tell ou i 

l they will understand . Irm neerer to you thAn any ne and I do not 

v, nt to w it. If you Cf'nnot make e understand you will not rn ke the 

young one understAnd . 11 

Tbey retur ed to the flet stone, shed their sand ls of t ree 

,rk nd climbed on the st ne, both warming feet and but t ock fro 

the heat thP. stone hr-:d ebsorbed through the· 1ong sunny day. i'he 

wo Pn rec into the hRmper Cind passed th m n a honey brew . He took 

a lon dri .K then han ed it back to her . She took a few sip , rec.co .II 

tee rthen v~ssel an repl e.ced it. 

"Do you rem ber t he l as of our people who c e up :1;l re from 

down tnere? 'l.1h.e one who h d esc ped from t e intruders nd who had 

earn d of their pans . " 

II • I ai~ not e 1 at erse with h ' • He had to o meny of 

their wa·ys. 0 

"He . Pd been thetr ri oner for a l o g t i me , wo an. 11 
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" ... :;;til did ot like li.; 1ays . did not :rust hi m. " 

'If I h d been · t .. ei:m prisoner that long I woul d h ve been . 

l i ~e hi.rr1 . " 

"ever!" he ..sn·pped . 

"Huh, wom • You know thct iaxaxJi xilllxzm.:.rxi:x11 the weak aJ.way 

take on the wnys of the strong; if tney do not t e stron des tr_2Y_,t-
&~ ~ \w-t lt.-t.J.ts 

that .• \\ :'."lut stop divertingL~· rhat one , the one you = not ~ 

bec~use he ~ h~d to leArn their, ys not to be destroyed, ~e e ber 
found 

he tol d u the intruders had not/:fi: 1i the ol d they had come to 

eek . ~e l , he a ao told 1e thot onJ one of the ourney the o e 

who wa hi~ master too hi, thy ~ hen!+of a l and where the gol d 

they neek wa s in abundrmce . · ""t; e pl an Vvas for the to u P. t h i s 

i c ao a toppi ng poin on thew y to that 1 nd of 6ol d. ~rom her 

they will prov· de t ... e ~ i tn fooa. and water to com l ete the 

journ y to the land of the gol d. Lnter, when tiey no l nger needed to 
~~ cc r, t1ey would l eave tnis land. 

"LeAve this l ~md ••• ?" the woman whisper~iae:::J,¢.IDUS!F. 
I 

"Yes . .....eav6 hi :::. lan d . " 

She examined hi fnce se,rcningl y . 

~no you believe they ~ill l eeve this l and?' 

'I do not know . I do not ow the ; atd he who tol d me had 

eco e hal f part oft em . So L o not o . But their ways ~nd t he i r 

greed for go l e tell me it is p•o ... i bl e- . , nd on tr.d .:3 I h, ve built a 

slender stran of hope . .no. to hope is Plso to do so ethi ng. " 

"B t if they do not g ••• ! " 
"h .n we i ll surely die; not in the way you Or I di e . As a peo 

~~~ 
she :1..f:l;;;pd,2 e a • 

• 
~--:;----""-=-.---,,-!.-,-ody .Left to remember us a~ we eme ber the 
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ancest rs ---~ there will be nothing. It will b s if e we~e n ver 

here . A long a~ you live, eve if l were to di e now , you wi l l 
' 

remember me an am I ill be ali ve in your memory. So it i vith 

each of us , with you , e , everyon; of or peop e , ev n ith y i ttl e 

' friena the dog whom you do not want to e s od; a~ n 11s he 

re embers me, I am Pli ve :for h. n . e for llie , rin o we do not di e . 

· eath is t e end of reru.::01 brenc e , 11 

The wonan touched t e rran ' s body , B i f with n w con iou -

ness, feeli g the Siei n nd th . uscle and the bone . 

"And if we die, Bll of us , everywhere i n thL., l A d , ill t e 

intruders remember u s ? .ill ;· e ive through them?" 

"I do not ow . I nov, I 'AO ld not wa .. t th t " 
fl ecause of hat they rn:1ve done to us?" 

"lot just that, but that is rt of i t. '.£lo be rememb r e d PU 

a thing in ch,in 
' 

s creature to be en l aved nd roken , is ·to bo 

robbed of the 
(l 

nd feelin.,. and entliless love wnich . rnade u th eo le 
,, 

w re . For them to remember us th~y will h ve to irnpose4' a diff~Ere 
~ Y9 

k i nd of being ont t member t e on /did not rust becau e they had 

h l f changed n· i nto one of their k i d? 11, it woul d be l ike th}· t. 

hey woul d reme ber u s not as e er but s what t ey h ve made of 

us . The rnm ' s oice suad n l y tren. led i th n er . "An I · i ll ot 

be re, embo ti1us by the ! :rhe "'re not wor·thy of saf gu, rdi ng the 
t at m .mory 

m ~ory of our eople . Better/±~ vAni•h compl etel y r om t h i s e rth 

and sky nd ir e revere \. Bet er it be r.s though we never 0r ! ' 

11 e ce, y mrn, 11 the wo n murmured . ' eace, ·ise.?" o e . .... 

thi nk the earth and th sx an the eir wil l remember as you woul d 

w nt jll!&. r ve you not taug t us tr. t 11 thi gs live, not on l y ~n? 
\ 

lnd wh t 1·ves wi l l be re err e ed a it h db At sou e rprrio bet':• 
'' 0-tP eibe,~.....t, cl 1, 1 !:at!PfFn l ,4B4.¥l..cis:di . 
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II ot y them! 11 

!!II!!~ ~lh 
' 

" 
1h,Jn by t e ear .d. an tne ir* lAO. t!le wi nd ana the fore sts. '' 

Tn wom n touched tne 11 n ' f ce, r .. .mn i n h~r finger 
' 

feA t her-li5h t 1 

ov r t e e:n..,i tive area s ich rouse warmt • "..., en the see will 

re1 •en b ~r u ... Rn- be rentL .. . " Per ind r ach c ... back to the fir st 

tiI she a~d tnj_s !)n . d oin the i r o i~ , ong a o en far~w y 

by th lappi T.lg bl ue-green a% x livin w t1.;rs . They hrd done it in 

thew ter so that ~he would not bear chi fo~ the elders had sA i d 

it · a not t.1e time . And , es a.l '. J , • th y were right; no child 

grew i her then . It would have been better i f one h:,.d that fir t 

tim . The on that cs ,e lPter cerr,e on ~he journe of t~eir fir st 
• 

fi.ight from the intrua.ers ~n ,in t .c co l d sea so o t e rain when 

she w ;;:, atric en by t e sic nei:::is which ille the c' i l u in her bell y 

hey ha to fore the dead thi nr out of her; then she ou d be r no 

ore ••• 

' 'here are you , woman?" He had 'ens ner distnace in thou h t. 

"In tne ood da.1 of t e fir t ti e our bo i es · oi ned." 

"Oh , woman! \le h... e •,o ned countless i rre . 11 ·o d ••• " 

" o do not r 
/ 
11 'he first , seco .. d , the J.8 t , to orrow! It L ~ Pl a .., f-!r i n • 

Like th. comin "nd the ·roing o ·· the un a1 d t e moon and the br eze . 

T_ ere iu o· rn as11.ri ng to it; only t.b.e goo e...,s ?nd t ~e remembrance 

of the goodness for all our d s . 11 

"ou do not reGembe , o l d n ! 11 your vords cannot deceive 

"I sg , wo an! I rerr.e1ber the fir s t t · ,e in the wF ter ••• " 

~hey varned to eRch ot.er now , ifeti.e of connecti on and 

remem1rP.nce c conn c~ion flowi 

"I i sh we hPd the cililei . ' 
'' You were t oo young. " 

bet 1veen theli • 
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"He would 1ave been a man now ••• " 
b CK 

II o d man; or an old ·1omen l ike you, reaching/to pnin 

t et brin<5t. no wiudo ." 

''All reruembrcnce brings wi om . P[lin is part o:f wicldom . 11 

" ot all remembrru1ce , Viioman . I:f we d · e tnere vil.L be no 

wisdon in their rer. r1 branv of s . There wi ll be less tenderness t o 

it than yo fe ... l for your ta l Ri n ; bi rd and T fee l :for my voi cel ess 

dog. " 

" Woul d you hen t.trnt we do not re em bee the little l os t one?" 

"He i ved in your bell y a t i n.i e, woman, so we canno t forge t ; 

but to remember what never happened - the~ e did not make a life 

in that water that first tie - iu to remember mi ts and shadows nd 

• II P< in . 

"And stil l you re ember,". sne m c ed , feeli ni:1 better ,md 

pleased with }_im for h ving reme .be:ped with her . 

But he r ILained deeply l-rious: 11 Rerr.embr _1c is the thread of 

life . Without it there i no merning . It linked t h e an estors with 

their ancestors frir b CK into the gre, u lend, end ;i th u and nll 

tne i r descendants in to the n.Fill nnds . ' 'hey l iv .... i n our re1 ernbrFnce 

8k:3 tneir ancestors l iveP' i ~l their reuenibrrinoe c; nd ao tneir ancestors 

-~ Y'vv ~ ~°' 
~.Lo live ·n our re ebr nee . If we die -~en all thisfeLembrrince di es 

·"'1th s . J.'he ance or di e; thei;r ance tors di e; the ances t ors of 

t heir ancestors nie; t e p ·t 1~ ; every ing aie ." 

"You grieve your elf,ol im . ' 

11 It i s a t i ng of r i ef , WI an . Se e i t , _woman! All that pa st ! 

J 11 "the s tri v i ~g. he fleeing fro t.1e i l d one~ . the buildi ng of 
11.1 't 

new homes i n Lstrnge land . There were so many of us onc e . Vast 

numbers i n a ll the s a ll l "nds. There wa ht u so muc enaerne s , so muc 
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laught er. • .And , h , thu ge c s we pl~yed gnd he songs we mrd 

And now •••• ' 

" nd now there ic1 need to o so ethi ng, " -s ne l:lp k firm y . 

"1:e l of the ai ting. How wi l we . ~ 
/ fl l. • 

~ 

F~r out to see a Spanioh ga l ean 

gro ing l r rger AS it appro ched 1~.nd. 

pea e n tne c l ear hori ze 

11
• nd still they co e . " .:!he an gestu.red , a most v i olently . 

ihey both l ooked out i ntentl y t o 0ee , acre s the nenrer , 
I 

s lightl y lower hills~ tnen fur t her down across the foothills, h 

across the thickl y forested plain thAt sprat\ ed in a 1 irection 

until i t was s t opped y the sea in one di recti on and the c l· b i ng 

mountains i tne other . , 

'You s ay weit, ana l:3 t ill they c ome , " the woman 's voice wa s 

heavy. 
w 

"fhat is why I have not poken , '1 he sP i d . 11 It L J l s l ender 

_thread on whi ch t · build hope . If i t i fal e ••• " 

"If i t i a ll; we have , " she sri d . 

11 men mi.1s t be l ieve in the ope he of'f e s, or he .lie • ' 

11 If i t i s a ll we have?" she repeated . 

"A leader must not lie to hi s peopl e . ihot ·is the l aw . 11 

"Our laws were not ma.de for uch time • u 

"Good l aws ·are for a l l t i mes . l eoder mu,~t not l ie . " 

'It is no lie to t e ll th m th hope is elt~nder . " 

" nd if tn y say to me ,' ac · que , do y " u be l ieve i n tnis t hi ng - -
you te ll us to wait for: do you be lieve t.l:. in tr der will go away?• 

,~m I to tell the I do not kn ow? d i f they pre s s and s ay: ' Bu t 

what o you believe , wi se one? ' m I o a~ wcr th fu ag i n and s ay I 

do not know? 
l aw . " 

A l eader ·ud t not conf'11s e lllL, pe opl e . ThAt , t oo , i s th 
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'..l.1here was a l ong ~ilence between them after that . The li ttle 

pointy dog cPme slowly out of the thick bush , tubby- ful l of the 

just eaten rodent nd lazy of movement now, pi nk tongue howi ng in 

l m ttlite pan ts . 'here was a hollowed- out s ~ndy spot ra::fxa:ax:iik near 

the greAt flat stone. Tne little dog curled itse l f in to bell whi ch 

fitted nentl y into tie Apot: apot and dog bel o ged togetn • The 

dog l ooked up l ovi ngl y t it tiester , then fle e ingl y ,=it it~ zr i tress 
shu t i ts eyes and 

tnen/went i nto an i ns t nt on a deep sleep. 

1 0 the •;est tne setting sun , just bel w the horizon n.ow, t.hre 

:pale or, nge / f i n er of light into the dqr.ken i ng sky. 'l:he :JJlue 

ount .. i nL to the e!lst were .ie but cleerly defined silhouhe tte s by 

now . The slightest~ reezes, gentle as e pl r-iyful ,t.il ct plowing QJl 
the three creatures by the stone . 

your face, moved about/xJUm. ~he ereat John Crow hnct left off hi s 

lazy gr" cef'ul circling; but the sn. :, 1 d rti ng bird.a of the even ing 

were out i n force, whini ng ond circling , scree~hing and qunrre ling 

over hunting terri~ory , ca tching i nsects in 1i dflight , pl aying 

peril ous games of aerial near-collibpi o~s, then swooping down , like 

a aroppi ng stone to gr c- b some insect on bush or ground . Not eve th 

perspective of distence coul d reduce , for the two humans on the fl 

stone , the enormity of th Spanish galleon g idin§ into the naturP l 

harbour, and the portend of its presence . 

The women broke tne brooding s ilen c e . 

11 Perhaps tney will go," she insisted. 

"Do you believe they ill?" the .m nn murrr.ured . 

How terri bl e the v,cr· l d has become, the woman tol d herself. 

"Yes. I believe they will. " 

'' Do not ie oma.n . Yo are nore t tu=in just my v.oruen , more than 
' 

just my comforter. You arc r,n elder of your 

the young one s a sk 

peopl e, a pri estess. 
\~ .. 

yout : ' Do you believe they will gof ' How will 

If 

UWI L
ibr

ary



16 

you an s we ? " 

''Then why di d you te l me . of the h pe in f'i ting?" . -

''The sle der threa<i , remember •••• 13ec nuse I was week and 
a ll 

did not want to think of the death .of/r emembrfmce that you and I, 

1,h--t our peopl e , ~ lived and l oved end were happy in this gen tle 

lend of wood ana. 'J\ater . ThAt ki nd of deAth , the death of t r .. e 
the most 

rerr ebrrnt?e of a peopl e , i s f ~ terr i bl e thi ng in · y under s *andin 

"But the l end will rerr,e:nber . The spi rit of the l an d , the 

trees, the wi d t na s mream , " ·he womrm wa s pl eadi ng ~nov, , p~ssio a t e l y , 

i ni:istentl y , determi ned to break tnrou15h the heovy despi i r of the 

. 1Em . ''.l.'.he e wi 1 r-3meJ; ber us a s we were w 1en our worl d wa s beauti ful 

and tt.ere were many of us and there waci lau ·h ter i n a ll the mall 

lands . '' • 

~ I t was the r. an , now , 7..;' o wo:.ild not be comfor t ed: "Will 

you te l this to our young eopl e? ~ Will thi o r .. ~.K. tne waiting, 

th s l ow dyi ng M:l!9i e~si er?" 
t 

.. 
To te l l t hem only tne l a11d vlill .remember i s to tell t 1'J.e 

of our death . To tell t em of the one i to te l then. of t he o t her . 

I wi l l not do _!;hat . Judt FlS . you wi l l not l i e t I "till not pass our 
;" 

• I 

burden of hopel essness to them . It ia \wrong for the y0ung to bea 

uch burdens . " 

"So you ,>'ill te ll them nothing. " 
NJ ~ 

"Un l ess you . believe the intru 'e .CS will l eavef.. ough , I ol d 
we J-

oan . You --ir e t i red . I t i ... time tc re t · · :.:::pir-i t • Come ,/ will not 

go down to tic v i ll~gc this nigh . If tney ee u the young peopl e 

will hope ·or a si~ or a rr.essnge and the i r spi rits will turn to 

!1eavy ma ttcr • lf they do,n not "t.t10y wi 1 eat by the war th of the 

fire and te l l tp l es Pnd dream dreams of hope £-md u P-ke l ove and have 

l nughter. And tnat is 0 00d for the young .\"'-" 
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le \vor:.ir-tn l eft the man ana t ... 1e lee pi ng dog --n w l ked t o 

the no'ft e n ouge of tl .. e c l ef.Ired c i rc e of the roundi sh h ill t op , 
I 

a ist~nce of soue thirty then the r,i l d fore s t co fronted 

her , den e , .b.eavy , d[i r k . l smell pa t h made n l ow entrAnC~ i n tci 

tne dar. · 1a l.:ls of ve etat.i on. She stooped, entered Pnd oved J.,m l y 

own a sl "gnt i LJclin e en ept m vi n; , bent a ,ost doubl e c avoi d 

tn .ie& y overgrow·h. 'ne o ,all )V h urned i ght Qnd r i gh t ag in ; 

t hen, with st" :ctlin6 su dcten e & ·, he emerged on s c ave , tucked into 

t ne oi de of "ti e h ill 8 lJ fn e;ing ., She a 
' 

a t n l o ,o ,ve l 
h~a l ooked 

no, , t ... E.. arne C Il e OL w.Li ch he "n l the man/ lixtk X ,m f r o. tho 

f at ston on tne t p of t ne hill. ... he Sp n i t.h gA l -eon had po ed 

the f i nger of land po i n t i n~ out t o sea . 1\'r o cyrl E. cf whi te mok"­

ro s e s tr~ i ght from the edge o f the .:Je w11er .. the BpBr. i crds hed on e 

of tne i r encampirierto. u t ~he CJul u not 1 00 1 north .ow; ~nd the 

v illage , anc1 the childre:n at pl ~y by the pool, end the men a d 

w men i::it work i n ti.e fie l ds , v-.ere FJll out of eigh t en sou nd. 
high- domed 

J.he CA-Ve , a/h l f-chewber of hollo;iod-·out 1Grl wes 11 ·ht F..rJd 
• t he fe r 

warm and airy . At/G§ll end y,s.1;; ... f irepl a c e , orne epr t hern . po t Pnd 

a pile of prepared !i:i naling; at the other , t h cr.d tJ e~re t the poin t 

of entr y , a p· l e. of soft&ned eni .o.al skin& provi dec. t 1e E:i eepi ng 

Bec' i on . i tti of ~o~silised c oral, emb dded i the mRrl £tone t o l d 

i;ha t this l and , two thousr:ind, foet bove th sea , wes once under 

the great ocean. 'i'hou gh t t.e r i .r was c l ean nnd f r etih , there as no 

hin t of · ue gen le br E;eze here . On l J ar1 ver h e iirJg air of tren quili 

ty , of apace of t ote l peace . 

J.:h'e oman wen t ana exarr. i ned t; 1e pots , · k o 1i:rtg they woul d be 

c.1..eAn :=mu. ucr·e wou- c.. be vater auc. · hFlt tbe b one · i h tne t one 
pnr t ],y · 

· n it end/imn.e:r:l::led in water t o kee p l i ttl e brother an t flt bay would 

con tP iD f ooa for the ni ght. Sofue time uur ing tne d y two roung women 
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tn.a ill to bring the :rood 1.md d ink and 

C:J..ean t 1e C<:Ve .,o ·na t if t. ~ue s ;ayP-d c co1um · wi th tlle 

otls tiere ~oul · be foo nnd rink; ,nd in ~.Le yo of troubl 

t. e v.i e one :;;p r. ~ n.uch trh e u on he 1 ill top , n vay from tll tribe . 

~y_t..are ::11~1~ of SJ.l.' p d buft ro...., bl e to es I..ade es i .cJg ea s i n he 

t:.eepest p;rt of t11 cave . 1 "e \ .. on~ re · angeu t e b ding to her 

li i nN , ten Kn., l t ne,..r tne firep uce end begen the l on ol w pr· c~ 

f stri kir.g ire froL1 ..:~il1tdt·ne . She .orked "e di l y , met odicpj_l y , 

in terrnir.::..bl y , rubbed .. 8J'.'d black i;; lio11e ag Ai.1:H:1t P:td black s to:n ei over 

a :t,i l e of dry 1:: 0 ves: er.cil o , mo .otonouB wo1·k tJ. t:..t ~-ei" on nnd on 

until t."e ·uc...d n d2rkne .d of "'CJ.le .1.a n d , 

nvAde:d the cave . Ono nwm r. t the - of .1.i 11t f the 't....i.lkt:m un wa ~ 

over t.1 orl d; ... e next li.t ~.L'e ··,HJ. l:3 IJO light, ins:tan l y , JUSt es t h 

' li ttl e do6 w .... nt 0 tileep . '.l:.h~ \'VOlll P .'l 1 .J ind gre" n b with i;he 

mono t onous oti on ••• Jod.; aog, gSg ~ e wa :;; rr,oc1..i n..:, of course bu 

it could be so g d'> ·o ;s dogS go ~ but hit; dog i o ,r.o t i ndi fferent to 

us , to wna b .fn.Ll ·· 

guPrd us from tnea2 terrible i n t.r·u e.c s yo t,wi:r 6ol' too ho'i cen 

that e w 1en the i ,r way-.:, are so e en to your way god( · og'> og~ godc; 
,I 

or ara yoil t .1. :u· god'~ o t ou:r·· h c you clecie a u... l t .. ii · i me 

p eparing .fo... them lllP i .n3 .., soft for your r1trnpl e to conquer god do 

dog od p:r tect u~ from these in tru crs , s you ppe <needled t.1.:;.e 

from those o the.cs w110 drove tl em fro tr.1~ great l~nd i f you ar~ ou .. 

gods drive them fron. t: e laijd w1. th c~r St:J~ ..>O , u ri..r y m l tip y agD.i n 

an not di t- t 'J.e burde~. of Lhe dee t h of rer.e brBn., i s to he~vy for 

the old one the ot et$ too you g .i.or it ri..y ::,"treng h L..1 11ot enoug 

gods do~ dog go s ... .... u r..1.Je11 y , t... :;3 011 s, u o ·t un b~a 0.0J...Y ho no , 
l 

t.truck pnr r 9 dropped on tne d:ry eeve • ~i ny s p i ra l of smo e ose . 
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She leaned over it, blowing lightl y , kno i ng from long experience 

the precise l eve l of breath to fan the t:>pa..c.11.ect sn,o!<.i llcl lee ve s into 

f l.ame . And then , ud enly , the fire ept o life! 'he mirac e the 
, 

gods had given the ancestors to give .to tneir des:Jendan l the 

living flame and how to br i ng i t forth end pu it away. ' he intruder 
! 

had this too, and ruore, ·and t ,tey used it to Kill. rho ~ave them th, t 

he same gods ? . Grea t er goas thAn ou t g ds ? Oh no 

"Oh no!'' she s Pid out l oud . But the thought wes t here fu.11-

grown, terri bl e , terrifying. 

The~ gods have killed our gods. ThAt is why our gods cennot 

"Ch no!" She criP.d again . 

11 \',h t terri ble tning do you see , women?" 

uhe h::-d not notict::d the quit;t co:u..ing of the en and the dog. 

Aga i n tne ~an ' s voice reached her: 
I 

" Whet i.., it wo e.n? 'hy ~uc.r new -rief?" 

o I put thi s buraen on i toor 

i ng her heAd une sriid: 

ithout l ooki ng u p or turn-

"Nothing. The nightmares fllld. memories of A foolish ol d wo n. 

11 Who treat me as an ol d foo l now. I know you , v oruan! " 

'' fjl~fl se ••• " 

"·.rell me; share i t . " 

~he piled the kindling on the burni ng leaves; fir t siuell 

pi eces, carefully, to let through ir, then bi gger and tL1i cker . pieces 

'.!:hen, her work on the f ire done , she rose anu turne to him. He AS 

too diotant for her to r~~d his f ce in the g c ther i ng Brk. 

"Then come nearer. 11 

He came to her ond leaned forward t ill s he could ·see h i s face 
i n the le ping, risi n ,. fl:m es . 
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'", e f ung her 3rms ab:rl:lt h'm . A c onvul s i ve " i ver s h ot 

tt rou-7 h her . Ie vra "Pe hi!:> i rrus cor.1for·ti ng y abou t n~r . 

".Vhat i· it , wo1 B • " Te v s all c, 1i ng t enderne now . 

"Do gols die? C ~ godd di e?" 

"'.Lell me more , ~o n , " he \hispered gentl J . 

"1·11eir ods ••• Th~ god ••• 

l y , m- beloY d. ly . i: 

"If their go are as terrib e as they are ••• 

i tnoughts e ohed out and me t her s. 

"Oh , y ove . OVI I oee your pa.in. 

our g ds? Thfi t is it?'' 

iave thei r god kille 

"Ye s. '' 

" ihen di i t oo et you?" 

"N \, . Here at the fire . o gods di ? an their god kill ours 

"nd is this why our gods h ve not pote c t e d us?h 

'Yes . Yc• s. " 

The rr:an .he d the woman eve1. more t i ghtl y . It vP a long, 
·RU 

si l .n e brace that laoted ~ leLg even t na pa tient· 1 i ttl e dog 

grew weary of it and beg scr·a tc.r..in , -::- t the men ' :::. feet. Then , t 

lr-s t, he pushea her~- P.Y -nd h l d her t arm s l ength And looked 

in to her fr=ice . 

11 1 cto not know , y l ove . 11 A quiet heflvi ne ss i n h i s vo i ce . 

"I have 0arched the he vanl;I and the esr h for n.; ers . I hPve gon e 

over r ll the .4vws !:Ind reme1 br nces of t ... .J pa t for answers . I h:=:-ve 

found no anl:iwer • 1: ere wg.., rJever e tiIIJe .Like thi i n t e remembranc 

of our peopl e . And when the wi~e one s do no t .kn~ wha t t o t ell the 

y oun g or ,vh re to le d the , hen there is no mor belief in gods 

and no vi i on of 11 pe to t PKe us forwr r d , WLlim we e s .u:: i f s. our o ds 
are i nto the t i me of desola tion. Tni s ' the t time , 

ar 
m l ove . " ,....___________ -=-------------~---------~~~-------~ 
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"Our gods ere des.ct, 11 she murmured, all the desolati on of 

the world · in ner' vo i ce. 1.1hen sne began to moan in P tioft l ow 

vo i ce, her head against hi~ chest . A l ong , ,slow, 1:1toady moan of 

grief without ena •• •• • 

~ 
fter the disF.!ppeArance of t.be ArRwaks tne J}f,nd ~KR to 

~""' ~ - ·lQ/fJs ~"1: It,,~ ~iM~ 
-which tttey nad escpped and the hill t>ver i ooking the plr--ins rena i ned 

uninhabj.ted by 11 im for almost two hundred yeFJrs . B sh, then deep 
~~, 

dense fores~l reclairr,ed the lend t1 e .t\rawaks ht:id terr.ed find cultivated . 

Huge trees , some hf>r(' e.s rock and cepable of l i v i ng a huhdred yeers 

find m re, becrI:te mAsters of the lend F.ind rose above the deep dark 

undergrowth to rescb for. the sky where. the big carrion birds continue 

to seil the soft wind with CE-sum , lmobt indifferent , grAce. And · 

sti l l the n i 6 ht-bir:ds left tl1e i r caves v.hen derkn,.ss cEime , xiiui:xxm:.trutll 

flyir~g in the directi on 6f the pl1:;;in And the sea, and the gra.duPlly 

growi ng hAbitati ous ffr dcwn there , and retu nerlg, i n formati on , wi th 

t he first signs of daybreak . ls the forest grew denser and re.Iai n,ed. 
aJJ. 

~he .Land that hPd once ~ a humFn settl emer: t -be s i de a deep rl'.1Vi ne 

of flowil>e: water t:i;rnl ~~ ~eilsw~- rose til l it formed e aeep 

clear pool between two hills. The l ~nd in tne Vflley bEtv.een the 

two hills feeding the ravine grew moist and . dr:mp till there wa s the 

co11st--nt drip of. ~;ate_r , whether it rained or not; &llUI the erirth wt:is 

always moist , the sound of axi~~bl:gdrops of water aripping from 
and flo,~ing . 

moist l e Aves to moist ear t h/M2llX2l1n1.a±x:&% i n tiny s tremr, s dov,n tb 

the poo l wes. constPnt . _The land , aa:a here, ~rns agmi n AS the ePrly 
1~~t 

Prawa s h~d/found it, P soft , fertile and kinal y lanct of ~ood and 

wP-.ter . 

80 it stPyed until the coming of a new e •oup of hu ~~a . 
..... . '.!:he 
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and tne 1840s . Tne Bbr t tih 

h.Pd , centurie:;3 ear ier , repl Pced ·t.n.e 'paninras as tne rul er of 

J•3.c aica . Bl,.,cks had. be~n carri e :forcib l y from tho African con tinen 

fir s t by the Spani rcts ,to repl a ced the van i bhed Arew0ks RS slaves, 

then b y ·tne l.!ri t ish and the other Euro perm powe s imd tne .Ameri can 

co l onis ts , to work the s ugr r pl an~ ~ion s of the Carbbbevn 
' iµwl~~ 

ana the or th♦ 1 ericai: mP..i n l en • Other bro,m/.-peopl e fr 1u 

al.so b1·oue;h t, but n r inly i t ~rd been the Afri cens who h ~u 

i mported even befor e th, J.rm,a ha cowpl e~el y VPn i hea. 

i s l ands 

J s i a were 

been 
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(1 ) 

For dny::; 1e s.iall group of ~ , l f' naked peopl e hr- tru ggl ed 

r?n t ic a 1 y , chop J i ng l;h1·ou ,.,.h tne denim bu sh. ''c.e f i r~ t d8y tr e · r 

de s pe.r t i on rv s o erpo ering; t ey worked, thr ou h t :1e do .end t ·ou gh 

the night , " nd f ar i nto the nex dn , no-;; s t oppi ng , not re·~t ing , 

on y p RuBing for a u i ck dri nk of 1i ·~ter f rom a G· 1rd one of ~he 

c 1i dre alw :r hPd r e Pdy . 'rhen , the ncn i n front , t he -vo~ en r-md 

child en c l ose behin d , they c rri ed on wi t h the i r :frPnti c , end ess 

hoppi ng. 'l'hd:J du t a n, r :ro \ pnth _.lllhrou g the bu h under the big 

t re ~ and . ' "' the, pRs 0 ed ·hrou h , the or.ien f-!nd chi l dren wi th bun dl e s 

of c l oth ood , co kpo s on t eir h ads or ccro s t heir houl d rs , 

nos who mR~l up · tne r arr pl a ce t e bu ha c i , ov r ing the i r 

trnck"'. 

On t e ·e d nig t h ey " t pod Rn r es te d. v-. omen gFive e::i ch 

.' P .r· o A l .p of thi ck orri c{;e wr ppe i :n n h ge l eef ; the bi g e st 

l 1p for he lI1 :n , th ~1J c.: .le t for the cni l dr e • 

, her b or she w s ana ...:lept. 

en e h l ay down 

lhere ~ re a dozen i tae gro p: · hre ~en , five ~omen , four 

ir n - tw oys f'nd two girl • 

The l eader, a b i g , tower i ng bl ck man wi t h a bullet hea d 

and a smalli s h f a ce , was terribl y sc rred . A huge, livid , r ecently 

h a l ed scar ran a long t he righ t s i de of his f a ce from chin to fore­

head , pa ssing betwe en eye and ear . Ol der hea l ed sc _rs crisscrossed 

h i s b ck, ar ms an che st. The mi ddle f inger of his _left hand was 

mi os i ng ; nct though he was in hi s l a t e twentie s h i s front t ee t h 

~ere mi s sing . fh i . one they hPd n ~med S mue l Brown , n d on t he 

pl antati on he h d been kn wn as s ·,mson be c cuse of hi s gr e a t s tren5th. 

I wa s that stren t h , an t he i mpre ssion it . ad made on the l i t tle 

br own slave gi~l whi ch hr ed t o t he t r ou bl e between Spm son an d 

t he driver . The driver wante d t he girl ; the gi r l w~ ted S mson ; 

·h e driver b e d the au t hority d t he ·hi p; he u sed both . Bfuckr MA s a 

e ppro·ea , for t ha t w~s how he got wha t he wented. The ol aer slaves 

had s e en t h is situa t ion before : c driver coul d kill 0 man with hi s 

whi p . One n i ght Sarr s n crushed t he dri ve~he e d with a huge s tone, 

gs t erdd hi s few be l ongings i nto · bun dl e , ere t out of t he s l ave 

s.r t ers , n d itau e for t he hills . The others w~ tched him go an d s ~i d 

no thi ng. An d he ~new thPt i f he ws s c aueht an d brough t b ck t hey 

would wa tch i* , · th simi l Rr i n i ff renoe as his bod was broken fo r 

ex mpl e to o her would-be runaway e l cv e s.. The brown s11::ve ,gi rl di d 

no t fo llo ~ hi m to t he hill s . In s tea d , when enough t i rr.e h d pass e d 

f r her to , s t i mE: te hP.t Srmson should h ve reached t he f oothills 

with their enve l opin fore sts, she i t w s who to l d Bucky Ma ss t hP t 

t he driver hnd been tilled n d word from the sl ve qu arter wr,.., t hr:i t 

the · killer h Rd e s ca ed . This way , ~he, nu well ns the others Ave s 

v,ould not be punishe d for keepi n g ., · 1en t. Anct when mili t i ?me· were 

seri t for. Fin d hunti ng t e8m s were sen t out, many of t e youn g m l e cl v~ 

V'" lun teered t o join in t he hun t f or t he iller of t he driver . M ny 
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of the slAve volrmteers O""rried the scArs of the dead blr-ick lave­

driver's whip on their bodies . 

Semson woke su den l y and sat up . H~a he heRrd the distant 

bark of a dog? Jere tne hunters nePring? The moon was high . A good 

night for hunting runew"y slaves. 

''Some 'n wrong':>t• 1 t has the man nenres1i hlb , the s.1.ort square 

one . 

''Don I know , 11 S3LJdOl1 whispered bHc.k . 

frhoy lis~ened in ten tly for a while longer . 1he utter silanc e 

fed their Anxie ty, set i m~ginr.i tion et work o:g la tent fears. 

"Better we move , '' S·~1 son whi spered. 

11 1iWel ve of then rose i ns:t lil y , wide-awa e as tho gh hey 

h8d no1, slept t all. '.J.:he moon wa s up rma full and clear; light 

fi ltered "through the thicken ing bush . S, mson m tioned to the third 

ffi8n, the te ll 1ihin one with the sickl y look on him . 
\ 

'· Take P. boy ari ' go beck to ne::ir the nl ace we c err.e in end 
see 

see if you /or hear ar.yt' i ng •••• fou di d cover 1 t good?" 

'Yeah • •• Stey there ' n w• tch? 11 

11 No see ' n come back . " 

1ne · ,an and the boy lipped away , , bF.'ck along tt..e p"" th t:1ey 

had cu t. .::,rim son raised h i s machet • It gJ_in ea i n the f iltered moon-

light then 

young tree 

lI.ache te at 

women . ihe 

s enk 
Cl/ 

wi th[ SVi i sh i nto the 

in one stroKe .g ~.ee short 
~-~~ 

t.ne .:-iex t ~ - 1'.hen there 

rhyt hm of the work p i cked 

soft wood , aln ost severing the 

s quare one , Jonas, wung h i o 

wa~ the softer chopping f tl e 

up sn becemc steci ':Y, 1 .tey worked 
, 

ste0J:l.ily through what remained of the n i ght , Find in to the n1orn ing and 

on . 1£he tni n II!fJn , Joe, and the boy DPvi d , returned abou.t the ru i dale 

of tne day. They had. seen no :;i i gn of ~ s et1rchers but they had 

found and c p.ught a young wi l d hog Eind D~vi d was carrying i t on ':t.is 
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s houl der , tru s ed 'up , e live nd gagge d to s t ifle i ts s quelling . 

y ung 

The ol dest f'~~f n , Mrria , "ngrily grabbe_d the trus ed- up 
,~~~ 

hog fron. J_~ shoul der and undid the gag~ 

"You kill t11e dwn t 'ing ! " s.1e pro t e sted. "Get me pi e ce a• 

wiss . " 

he younger of the two boys , who did no t know s name , took 

.• ,Grie'u machete anu went off. '.l'he wo An l.,11 the h og on the ground, 

t .-ie while ruaki 11g o -"' t run ting sounds th t cr-i ed t l1e an i mal, while 

.... ~ lo 1l y undid tae t i ~ht vogetnbl o r ope bindi ng its four l egrs • 

he ?OY returned vi th t e wh i s s, en en ormo s r oll nesrly half 

i n ch thick . The womPn fa shi oned a neckbend for the hog, ~ith a long 

l ead w.li h 1.:> e 0 a ,~ to t.~ boy without a n e . 
1\-0Mcvmt,, 

'You ook after her{ tshe will dr op s oon. Is a go od _ t hing f or 

:Bj.g S r n so J)'"' sed frc · hi.s wor k , looked r:it the women , a 

c1..1.r i ous, udmirin~ expressi on on hi · f ce . 

";;,ure? How you know?" 

II .e .lQ1 OW • IJ 
- \)J~ 

~~w> 
ch i p ed in withou t peumin{ 

" rt:1 i a., them." " ""ri gestured i n t he di recti on of t he pl a in. 

"., e 1 -n1 to know th m and them swe t t• i n~s . Swe e t fe eat and s weet 

"e ~rie d v, en them know you." 

,fr r i en ed 3Fnson ' L suQden ne? i nterest in her nnd look e 

directl y at • Sh · & , the questi on form i ng i n h i b mind , t hen he 

. shook n i l;) 
V1 

ead sligb.i; n .d i:v i d i nsteAd: 
• 

"If we f in d ~ ,➔ fe pl_nc e you ill l ook Pfter tne ~n r> ls. " 

"Ye s, ' ··r· c, ,... 1.· d "l 1 " ... " o • ,Je ove en i rua lB• ,, 
." .ri me running l J or.1, B :=i i d sn they 11 o ·1, t o ("'. in. 
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On t ne f ift h ay J i n c e t u ey enterea tne dense , steepl y 
SUL,ue r. l y , 

opi r:g , b..i. sh ! e y c 01:.. ~ , xz:x ~ e: unexpec tedl y , on r bro Ad pi ece 

of f L ... t , eve l , c eore l n d . l'he other s He ct b c Bnion5 tne trees 

w.c .. 1. e b i g . S o e 1 t o the cl~ r i ng; c~utiou s, a l ert , ~ache t e · 

he l a tie;ht cnct ray f or in1::1 tflnt b ti;le . -'eopl e had be en ner e . A 

f i re h. a been ,nde . 11here 1- ·a no one now. Ie r 'i ued his left Prm end 

be cKoned . " e others h rri ed "' or e r . 

"Loo · " t .1.e bo t :iey c lle o-n Prr1e s h ou ted , c au t i on forgo t te 

e po in t eu bPck to where they ~~d come from; . and fe r down , they coul 

s ee, beyon d the t ops of tne t owering t ree~ , Btre t cne oft e pl in 

~m ct , beyon d t;h t, tl e pl a c i d r-r i bberm s e e,. . Novv , for the f i r st time , 

t hey h d some ea ure of ho ~r ,nd h o h i gh they h , d come . 

''lJ'l<l her e ! ' he boy :viu shou t e . He hPdmo ed to the 

western etlge of the cle r i n g; 1e pointed vve s t wArd . And t her e a :ra i n , 

be l ow them, c bro ci f t green s1;ieep of l an , bri ~ht in the sun­

l i 0ht , swept Pwey unti l i r. e t t he s e , then cti str-m t risi n 5 h i lls , 

t hen pe st t ho e h ills t ill i t L.J.e t t he s e agai n , nn d on 

i t t=,Tew hazy beyon d tho reach of hun ron v i ion. 

Fl i n ti l l 

it a i y ! I t b i ! it One of t ae youn ger won1 en e.x c.1..Pi rued . '..Lhi s 

on e w s c e lle d rah ; big heavy bo o ed and wi ha 8tron g boy srell 

n.nde stronger by the dry1.:a of exer t i on r,ci heav y owe,. i ng wi thout 

w sni ng. 

J on s Join ed Dev i d at the we::stern ed6 e of the c:i.earin g . He 

ex mi ned t he gr ound , mov i n g fir s t t h i o w y tnen t hP t ; t en he 

disappeFred i nto the bu h . 

"SPr.. s on. " one s bnv l e d , btill out of sight . 'l'e t h here! ' 

mson h ..... rri etl · to where .J onr ._, vm ; t oge tner "they exf!minect t h e 

f oo t pA th and followea. i t ~ome dli s t Pnce i n to the bu sh . It via s a s t he 
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foot~p th they thems lves 

ourne to this point. 

d Uv t ougn the fore st in their long 

d 9 rs tj1ey hrd done, those who hnd cut 

this footp t -,. d c on e ilEi'd the point where it cnme ou t on the p i ece 

of flc t cieered LA • 
1he further f o the c eP ing , tho mor 

thoroughly tne p:=i th hr d been c e~ red. 

11 It l i ke B regul r> th, 

11 (,o i ng fro t here, 11 Srr..;on pointed \;e st, to wnere in the , 

ffiisty i s t rr oe, the Engli ~h ,overnor oft e i dl ,nd ha~ h i s ea t of 

power . "But going wnere, JonP- ¥? 0 

" nd iB who?" onns won ere d , 'th i t e pe pl e? · ili tia?" 

"They don ' t ma.Ke tr OK so , " 

11 l'rue; but s ave I:Ia e it for them." 

"Ye s, 11 SM1son agreed~ 1 '£hen he repented , "But 6oing here?" 

·" Co110 we look, 11 on Sr i d o 

They returned to t 1e c.Learing • • he others h"' pilea tneir 

bul'ldles t cr-6ether an were resting. rr i a , o-n e ::ina the tethered 

wild fem le nog were At the northern edge of i;ne cler-i i ng where the 

hog h~d nose d a thick_ juicy tuber from soft ground Pnd ~P crunching 

it 11oi sily; 

h d found . 

r i A and the boy were di gging for ore of wnat ~he hog 

11 Come!" §~Yt~8ln raised hi · voice . "Look for a p~ th . So. ' He 

mPde narc from east to no:mth witn the sVveep of h i s ar _. 

!hey spre~d out in the ui rection Sanbon h d i nuic~ted• A~in 

it wes on~s !10 founu t he ne pa th ; bu it :too.ic l ong , tL_. ~ t i me . 

The path , f'S rr..uch :more c arefully conceP.let· than t -O one fro he 

west . Jon s d some of tne others hrct eris -crossed it ev Al 
t:,..., 

times befo1 e ~e si :=i .1.l tell ta l e bi had made on Ps exami ne it ore 

closely na go deeper into the bahh, pest • .pp rently impen trable 
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ov rgrowth on under roun a u e e e. hen onao Pcked 

n i s w y paut the huge tr .S he found ne pqth , str, i it and. cleer, 

oi t i ng E hr- crist and \Iii t p t e 'i of gu usrge . 

riria ,J II s s n , I on<s b3 l d 0 0 8 i n; ;::;!!bit a ll of taarn ex ept 

No- n'11II l CPinC rushi tlg to i n pect the !lew p t h . J on~ as proud o f 

hi s , f . Ver7 few people NOUl.d PVe found his ni en !>th i n dBy 

of s rchi ng; tni•· one U.:. not uppos d to be foun lna 
~~ 

thoue i o 
~~J 

hr-id hi den ·t · ere tra cKer nd nunters. ow tc, '9i. .... 
1J. son ~ ) 

t i • 
,, 

Snmson dropped his uge and on onas ' s1oulder nd let i t 

sty there fore nile . 

"A big .l\'ork , bredda onr-is . I could n
1
ever f i nd it ••• '' 

or the first t i me t:1-t e c u l d re:n:..eu.ber , Jor.~ .,. felt good 

deep i nsiae; i t ma h i v·,pn t to stra i ghten u p anci l ook t the sky; 

s o , ·almost furt i ve l y , he str igntened u p a 1d coked quickl y at the 

SKY . o ne laughed; no o e l ooK j e t n i wi th .uOCKe y i tL.e i r 

ye • 

".ek we go t ha t v ey , 11 Sic l y oe sn i d . 111 i me to eP.t and rest . 

II 1 
' 

oe, " the thi n , lon5 woman c ri llcd l o 1;,P i d . 11 ot ye t. 

nrf peopl e t her e , mu t be ou t pe opl e , " Joe prote t ed . 11 1un av1 

li.ke we . " 

"f ybe no t, '' ~"mson s:1i 'softl y . " I near of b l -c c peopl e 

cRtch others nd return tnem to the lr•ver on driver • " 

11 
1e hErn c e it, 1 oe pro es ted • . 11 , e t i red ...... e one chi::ince it. 11 

"No!" Samson ' s vo i e Vv s co l d now , thre.:>ten i ng e ge to i t . 

II ell h i m, bredda ODF ' the woman , Fl o , appefl l ect , ALxi ous ' 
"tO dF.mpen e w ath she sensed n Ct r son. "Tell Joe, bredda Jon e s . " u 

fl f 0 f e ca C a ll of e catch; 00 if e go 11 rut.st ' 
0 r n o 0 e o . , n: son l e u 

' .... ""n, s on Vv ill bf!Y. ,e 1 r DflV;Ay 
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s l ve s, J oe; lihey CR t ch on they etch e ll. 11 

"! e t i r e d , 11 Joe repu:i ed we.-rily , het=:ivily , s now i ng i t in Rll 

f hi'' body . 

verw e ing co pa~ i on dprea<.1 through tne woL1r:1r1 ~ lo. 
, 

bOil I;, t hing she anted to do to cw for- thi s ick men , t.ni s weak and 
I 

weary man . ulle lm never t ... 1oug t ol:..e woul d fee l i ke thi s He;,"8 i n; 

wou u w n t o se her li f e and n r body to omfort Ano t .t1er. All 

tnat h, d a i e when tney nA · ta en ne chi d of 1.1.er body fro 1 her 

and carri ed i t ev, y . Jhen tney t o' ne :uan wno h d bred the child 

i n her i t was not.ning. That LJ now it natl nJ.w0ys been • .:f :xx:wmnmt hen 

a mHn r,1ncl a woman sleep to·•ether both kn w it oul d end any t i me. 

Bucky 1v as 0--and h i s d.r· i ver ou d sell yqu any time , move you 9ny time 

give you to breed with another one anyti me . ~o you tf'ike it en d 

you move an you change and you ta re nnd tne feelin~ i B not deep • 
. 

Jnly with the child i t was dee p nnd they tooK the chi l d and tnere 

wa 0 110 fee ling. i n her t ill tihi s moment for ·c i s si cK man . The wom~m 

VvP ked awAy ~bruptly . 

hat no , ?" ~J onr ~ ask d . 

"1 don ' like it , " nLson sAid . 

"t e t oo, ·· on ns sri i d . 11 :Be t t er we move . But wni ch wey? ' 
.. 

Sn, s on see:ri:,e d su denly to make up h i ~ min d. 

"So 1e way B s before; away from wnere we cai..e, far aviay . ,11 He 

t,T,lan c ea qui ckl ,f a t J oe t he 1 t urned and M8 l .,{e d bnc.k to tne cl.ef-!ring . 
11 ::i:. t far enough for us to go slow no\'¥; no.t far enou gn for us t o stop. 

II 
• 

"How .will v e .Kilo" the right pl ace 'j ttth boy , Dr-ivi d 1 :5.Ked . 

" le 1.dll . OVv , 11 ...iGL. on sr i d . 

'Yes , ~ Jon=s echo d and crrc~· 1 lly went b t -~ ou re- covering t he 

the h i dden at1rvay he · had fou d r.mr op •n ed . 
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no, , 

30 

~ 
'Jq on nnd Oi'IP opened ~ tnir <1 t h\ ,"ly l e 0 di n6t in=&e or 

of th c erri ng~erl~ the p l n i:n.s fl b r.1 little over on7-
111e r covered t .1.1eir :rpen117es as carefully ns the others ( k. • 

, ... • - • •• / .L 1eJ ere oo f<:- r 'A.Wey , t oo f-:ir up 
~~ 

. for ~ I~- ter~Ll o.,di.g for one runr1w y s . ve . 1 'nere we · no 

for tn hun t0r · to no t t on hi:.:, journey to the ,.1ill s the 

on. run w·y slave h been 'rined by o 1ers n~ de perPte as ne to 

be free . T ere ·, A3 tF.J l k a11d 1 · ..,tl a owl-3d e of group of r un away 
tsves 

ii da h i g. u p i n the foothills , nd far up i 1 t1.ie mount~ in , and ther 
~ere 

/ o t cr-.our s e , t ,.'lo , r ro on , l Rrge enoug in numbers nnd sufiiciently 
:Jri iah 

armed , fo the/o ~-
put 

to go in to the I oun ·tf i ns to I xi:g lf t em down 

fron tirr · to time . J,U t ·rep t mili vry sweeps for tiny bands of 

general l y per-ce.L l ,nct se tled run8way 8la e would be too costly. 

Sc these were ieft l ne , nn~ the remote rnd i o ated ittle v ill~5e s 

of runa,Ay l~ve s ew in 1:1rn1y spots high up in tr1e den e fore sted 

hil]b wherever water cou cl be found; and w:=i ter wa.o found in any plR c 

in tne h i gh thic ly wo ed } ills . 

Unexnectedl y , the pethway 1io the north, di p ed and fell r>iwAy . 

They travelled dow~hill f r t\~O deys. Snniaon ~hF.trea. .. 1is a l Brm on l y 

with Jones Pn ' :c r i e. Pe haps they were going beck down to tt.1e p l a ins 

and. to tl.1.e sl .... vers . let they we.r·e still go ing nor th. On the t h i rd 

day ,fter they h d left the clearing the lPnd ce Qed to fP ll away and 

they c::-me pon s lo~- f Oh i ng river i n a ~ide , aeep , br Pd- bottomed 

heevily wooded v lley . Thi· t night , after a fenst of ~ hot r oes ted 

tubers of tne in d t.i1e wil h og hB · u e::>rthee1 , ~fter ·t he wel"t a nd 

di rt){ of t 1e lon journey had been washed off ·t h~i bo i e , they s lept 

Fi ll through the ni?ht, 1 ,..1.lled into deep trenquility by the low l P.ppin 

di'lfl' the ter . T ey st, yed by the iver for two d ys ~ • 'hen 

Se:mson and n oy L v i l eft th p r'ty, with O.t as i chc O J, and 

co.ti e no th y ·ne 1 ~lves r l o of the ~ide v lle. 
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~vhen the sun began to tilt to the w st, and when t he l and hPd ceased 

to be leve l nd be an to climb up nrd again, ti1e man and the boy 

stopped to rest . ~hey r pped where they were , by the narrow trPck 

they hed hecl:ed through the underbush. ilh.e trees, here, ._ ere es big 

and tall as elsewhere; but the underbash w8 l ess den s e , so their 

going hed been f ster . They had covered As much dist~n ce in this 
cut ting 

longer hP l f of one d y than they hr--d done i n three d ys of/ aurkbt 

their way up t_ e sloping l and before th y ca1 e to the cleRring. The ' 

e rtn, here , when Sa1 son dug hi s uochete i nto it, s e tnick heavy 

clay, slippery in de p pl ces, hard ,s xn«kroi rock and cracking in 

dry plRces . 

The boy DPvid eased the crude n~pse k off hi shoul der , re ch­

ed i nside and brought out a gourd of wate ; heh nded he wa t er te 

Spmson and w~ ched the movement of the bi 

easured mouthful s of water ands allewed. 

car s the 

' en i t .ra 

n took two 

he boy ' s turn 

He tried to drink s the man h d don : two precise mout fuls and 

vd thout hi s lips touching ' the mouth of the g urd. ut a little ater 

did spill over Pnd run do'hn hi s cheek ,: nd on to hi d che t. He looked 

uicKly at the mRn and ~~s reassured. The an s iled with his eyes. 
. pounded 

Then the .boy brought out th d pling Mrria hnd mede fron/tuber s 
ma ll soft 

end/green l e ve s en then boiled wr pped in bi gger , 

leaves • SP. son ate his, coerse outside ~een leRves 

unwrapped the dumpling And ate onl y the soft sPvoury 

coar er green 

and a ll; thetoy 

pa:gcrk . 

The boy's colouring was sever~l shades light er than Snmson 's ; 
a hint of ftckly redness to it; 

/ his hP i r mbre curly thfln kin),y ; the rest of him, be dy , shoul ders, arm s 

legs, had that raw big-boned henvin ess of those born t o heavy brute 

1 bour. Sa ~on hea seen children younger thP.n this one working in 

the fie l ds all d y under the eye an d tLe whip of the driver . He 

wondered where this one _hPd come fro, why he hed run a~fly . But 
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then he wondered abou a 1 the othe s AS well. iho they were , whee 

they came from , w y tney ran . ..!.Speci ally ·that brown one SAri::ih , who 

looKed Pt nobody an · tP- l Ked to nobody and worked with the strengt 

of a man q.nd then stayed by herself. Perhap , if t hey reach wne e 

they were go ing , per haps then they xxi will all ta .1r And O\\ each 

ther . Now it is better not to know; they annot make you tell what 

jou do not know. 
feelin · the sun filtered through t all trees, 

Lyi ng on his ba ck , eyes closed,/tne boy re~embered , in a 

vague , dre&ili.Ke sor of way, ano "ti.her presence a long , long t i me a5 a 

with hich hen d fe lt es at ease as re fe l t wi th this badly scared 

man . It was from tne memory of that distant presence that he knew 

th:=it he was c~lled Drvi d. hat, and a s ense of ease; not.aing ore . 

Not a face , not a touch , not a oice . He opened i s eye s Gnd illed 

hi s mind to come aw8y from that distant pres nee . He decided, f i 1ly, 
s Afely 

that if he w~mts t 
' 

thici. man SPmson , :tn:i:x who had l ed tne /ewey 

from 

the 

the slAvers can take the pl ace of that dist 

s l avers don 't get them ••• Ano if he wen t • 

Sr:imson opened his eye and SR t up. 

"TiThe to move , boy . " 

~Yi~ . 
n t (pr ~l n c . • •• If 

11 es , sir," t e boy mu ured , li.k:in 0 the oftness in the man • .. 

voice; likincl the feet that it was just the t wo of hen. on this 

journey of expl orBti n. 

Then the mRn and the boy set off on t eir ourney again. They 

noved much faster in tne coolness of tne afternoo . rhe boy pu he 

h ' se l f to eep u with tne I an . 'he men eabe d hi s pac , u ~ & li ttj 

not to overtax the strength of tne boy . If a mAn hod a son he would 

want h i m swilling 8nd ~s strong as tis one ••• If a an wl b sure 

they oulct no ta e awAy hiv on •••• Or ,hi p im •••• Or beak i . 

hey journeyed tnrough tne afternoon an f into t ·e night . 
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The land cli m~ed seep y n ow . 1he oon c .:-.me up , b i g and round and 

full, bat.r1i ng t he l an d in fi1: soft. c l ear light. J.,n d in the mooijlight 
a risi ng 

t hey cre s ted/tkaxx st hill/out oft e valley. They coul d ~ook 

b~ck now and see a ll of the broa v- lley through whi ch they had 

travelled. They coul o. even l ook down and - detern ine t 1e locPtion of 
' 

the 11 t tle r i ver wL.ere they h d l eft the others. l.Jlead of them, 

more hills flowed in to more a lleys, and rose ogai l'.) and fe ll gain ; 

bu t none a deep a s the valle out o~ ,, i cn they c&'!le . Some of the 

ills you l oo.-ed do 'in on, others you l oo.n:ed up t o.• 11 green Pnd wit 

gentl y roun ded t ops, and ~.i th tne h i rh9st hills frir t hes t away, 
I 

reA c hing up to the moonli t sKies. 

"This i s t he l ri:nd!" SPms on exc1.ai ed , more t o h i mself t h an th 

boy . "If there ib we te , t h i .;3 i s tne l and ! They will not come here • . , 

Re s t n ow , boy. h en day come we will seek for wa t er. " 

" Sem son ., '' the boy s ::=i id and WA.S silent. 

11he nan Wfl i t ed for a l ng t i e. .Then he sn i d: 

"res, boy ; who i . it?" 

11 1· othi ng ••• I just thou · ... t ••• " 

"1'hen tell rr e the thought , boy. " 

'It i go d to be i1er e , with you •••• Now ••• " 

II It io good to o , . f i red , boy?" 

"Yes'. ' How nice to be fre e t o c onfe ss i t • 

.. "Hun gry?" 

·' "1es ••• " There_ w \a.; a h i nt of gatety to i t . 

"And still go d?" 

"Yes ••• I s t t t wha t i t i s to be fre e ?" 

"Yes , boy; it is r good feel i ng even Vi hen you Ar e t i r e d and ,, 
h ngry. Jov, rest. We will need our strengt h for tomorrow• ::1 . s ePrch. 

hat n · gh t the boy 1 sep t closer t o ano t her humRn being· 
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b choice an of h i s own free will, P~d wi t hout the fea r and the 
..i. i ng tne ni -ht 

terror of bei ng br~tally v i ol ated . Once , /Vlli th t he moon on h is f ace , 

... terri bl e n i ghtmare out of tbe pes t _ made h " cry ou t l oud • . 
~ 

Them n shoo him awake gentl y . 

nHush , boy. Pee c e . They cannot h t you n ow . c- l eep . S son 

will l ook fter you. 11 

The boy turn ed ver and went i nto a deep sleep . 

'.!:he rr..on , no , ,a s p i;. s e s e d of nn enormou nd over po erin 

cnger that woul d not et hi m s l eep. I hAd no f cus, n point a t 

whi ch i t could be directed , n o ody , no~ hi ng on Vvhich to vent it ; 
no hi n~ on vilii ch to dissipa t e i t xcep t 

/ Oi:J: li e i t s e l f' , perh pb ,' But 1.hen l ife , t 11e busi ne s of bein 

alive , of .be i ng born in a certai n t i me anct a certai n pl ace , i s 

son etl i ng ver whi ch lf,8n ha s no control. ' o be a gry a tha t is to 

be sngry 1mxxlikl!f at t e r.oo for bei g i n the s k , at t e rr i n f or 

f_ lling , at the win d for bl o ing . £he man re l xed a bes t he could 
~~to 

nd ollowedl the anger , end the v i ol en c e of it ~~~ilil 1ei11-• • ot t ill 

tne sun rose egAin were t he terri bl e forc e s oft a t anger pen t . 

And till the ~an coul d not sleep . hen the boy woke , refr h e d, 
.~ 

and s"w tne 1~an ' s fa ce A wave 0£ pPn i c snot t iJrought ,r 1e man l ooked 

i ck un(io eatn . He had seen peopl e li.,rn thi s after t y ha d been 

- ~i:][ xil~xi..k pu shed bg nd t e ,renit of l. i r bodJ y the driver~ 

whi p . An he a d een ome ju..,t i dovm an die., 

"s -r ~ on, 3i • St.:.<3Y here and re st, I will go b k fo r on 

boy. •· , 

"Yo ' 'jfV are ick. I know . I nrve 
\ 

i t. " 

11 I 1ill ztot die , boy . It L:, 

ee 

ickne Of t l p i it. It wi l l 

pass . Do not fret. \ t. must ee for water 1
. ' 

Th~ ~ov --. •orr1"ed but he .ld hi' ~ ~~ pepc e~ ihey Bpen~ the day 

cro ssing t1e hills nd /\-'P l .king tnr ou.,{h the v,,11 y s. 1 t ..... - e nex n orning 

s 
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before tne sun had c earect 

narrow valley between two hi s; 0 nd even though the bottom of the 
. 

lley w~s still envelope . inf , a clod o~ thick hite mis t, they 

could he4~ ~he sounct of wP ter running down iron t e 10 0d d hills. 

11 1ni s is the pl ace , " Samson siid quietl y . 

£hey were comparatively r· e , gent J s l opi ng ~ ro 
tneir right, rising steepl y , as a high hill all by i ·self. n 

time arid sun Rnd r~ in Pnd ~ ind 
on its cre s w--s, h ge flat tone whi c1/n,.d ~It crocked into ~ ur 

p· eces . It wa a l overgrown , as though no hunian foet ad ever 

wa red this ay . An oir of gentl <"nquilii:y hung over tne l end , 
o r 

veI· the rolling hill m sh'l l ow fertile v,=-, lleys , nd/iaum:x· ta 

the deep c oAr pool i n tne mi s t y ve l ey . 

" his i t ne pl ace , " the man repeflted, even more softly. 

Then the m, n and the boy wal .h e d doi, n o t e a er , op ni 
. 

the same pa t that anotner group of no -van i hed pe pl e h d od 

whenft they tried to esc pe fro lavery and tne l..,vers • h i p • 

The long dRy of har wor wer over t le t. :I.111e time to 

rest wP.~ the d. The kies grew bl ack and heavy till 81 the l end 

was in d rkness . The a ir grew heavy 'O peopl e sweated while doi pg 

nothi ng. ben the skies opene nd the rPin fe ll out of the hervens. 

ut they were comfortab e now, and ury , r::,nd ecur • They had pr ep red 

well for thi s . SBn,son had driven b1em , Pnd ti1ey hrid been willingly 

driven , to be ready before tne rein c me . Firs t th~y hPd c eared 

~G $ LlC§:--4¥::APa stretch of an where i t sl ped ee t. "hen the 

women had pl anted tne preciou s ed corn they h d cc rried with the. 
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'lheJ earth , once t 1ey he d leared mid burned tne bush to kill t he 

wild thorns , was suprisingly .soft imd rieh and dnrK , l ik a we~.l 
, well turned, ~ 

tended/fiel d al owed to lie fall 11 for ~~d seBsons. 

11 ~ri0 it was who nee told Sr>ru s on musj_ngly: "It feel li e 

other s gr~w food here ••• " 

u'""m son nFd grunted poncmrn.ni ttal l y snd carri ed n , a l .. ayd 

mee suring the time availabl e to them agrdnst the changing ;3ky. 

When tn l i:mu. was c .Lean and the seed pl a ted t ey niAd t heir 

shel ters . '.ie north v'iind end t!le sou tn win d were the strongest up 

here; and here there as chPnge the win d cBme from the no th-eas t 

or the south-east. So the snelters had o face we st · or outh- -.es:; . 

Jones, supported by s ickl y J oe, was all for the dhelters 

fee i ng south . South was where ny int:i:-uders would come f om. "he 

women and t11e boys h0d no experi ence · of such mAtter so the i r Tiews 

were not sought , . Still, M, ria i=-nd DPVid s, id they Rgr ed wit t he 

leader and were scoffe at by Joe no took pl ea·ure i n showing up 

their i orFnce with 2 few hrewd qu~sti ons about the we"ther . In 

the end SArus n exer ised hi s r i ght of l eP.dershi p ana i nbis ted . 

on es gave in very qui ckl y . Joe con tained his nnger , wen dere d of f 

down to t e pool Biid was quick l y fo llowed by Flo .• So i t wa::3 agreed 

the s hlleeEs woul d · f ce west , ew, y from the preveiling · win ds. 

The r a in sterted when onl y three of the pl rm11ed f ive sh 1 ters 

had been compl eted, and , of course , the cooxing pl Rce , whi ch hpd 

been built f i rs~. They gathered j.n t ne mi d,dl e sh~!,!_¥'~ the bi gge.st 
~ ~ • ~w. ~ y~t.a.Jl. i , . 

of the three . L.Jl l ow f ire Vvflrr ed t.1e pl ace, Pnd w~ve f:iome light . 

Tne srrioky sn.ell of scented wood burni ng rns every~here . 'he heavy 

hee ts of rPin made a steady dull noi e on 

1
tne sloP,ing.L t hetchf A 
~J~ •109~ r 

roof . 1here a s n~t enough :.::ipr>oe; t hey al l t ..... s s ed awk:Nr.1r""ttiy, 

W\A (_,~ {v/r e..U,,,, 
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wcinratJ Alla twio gi r l s , :?ll ru-m:tnEy s l ave s who hfld f'1:nt nr~ 

11 The rAin catch us . 11 There was self-reprof!ch in s~ s on ' s vo i c e 

"We ooul d ' nt do bet t er , 11 
] r rif' protested. 

"Yes," J onas s a i d . "Ne \' ark herd and you work herder . Could ' n 

do better . 11 

J chorus of other voices murmured agreement . 

"S"!;ill , the rc:in catch us," Gamson i nsisted. He hFtd mi s c a l cu­

late and ne wen ted them to Know it an to l eEirn from i t . "Sh oul d . 
have stRrted the house s two , three days .earlier aua woul d woul d be 

done now . 11 He' turned his head till h i s eye r e s ted on Davi d ' s f ace 

in the fl i ckeri ng light . "vVe must be more careful i n our pl ans ; 

check the sun and tne wi nd ond the rrdn so that nothi ng ca t ch us . " 

D~vi d n odded i mper cepti bl y and o~ly t he s ilen t brown woman , 

the one whose pre s en e a l l of tnem often forget, on l y she seemed 

to noti ce the silent communicati on between the rran and t.rie boy who 

wes as bi g anu as brand r1s a man . i e i ther the man nor the boy nan1: 

were aware of her notici ng. 

"We wil l bu i l d the other houses when the rRin tops , " Jon as , 

1sunderstand1ng, tri ed to comfor+· son. "D not fre t, bredde Sru!' on 

"Ton i ght tne women wil l sleep he e , a ll together , " S::mson 

srid t.houghfully . " r i e will be i n control. You , onas , will be 

i n control i n t he other pl ace with Joe And .Noneme . Drvi d will be 

with me • •• 11 

11 \\e hrwe another n1atter , bredda SPnsom , " Mrir i P SPi d qui e tly , 

11 S0 hear 1ue . fhe j ourney i .:) over. :iou nave l ed us to thi s pl ace . 

And it i s a good pl ece . We con make our lives i n free om here . Bu t 
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there are few of us; not enough t make & village ••• " 

"Others will come, " the wo:ruen Cfl lled.Belle sa i d . 

:•Perhap , " r rri " brusned i t away i mp11ti entl y . "but hear me. 

~e are few and this is our pl ace of freedo1£1 . Any who come After us 

will not have made he jour~ey with us and we must s Piy who c pn stay 

i:-nd who cennot. " 

"Good , " \] One s cut in. 

"Ye s, ' S,=,m son echoed . 
' "But i t is of now we ta l k , " Pri a conti nued . '' hat do we do ,, 

tomorro~ and the nex t day? Do we go on as we have been since the 

start of our Journ ey?" She paused till SPmson pr ompt ed: 

"Tal k , woman. WhA t is i t you are saying?" 

11 i1ha t' s it, Sr>r son. I em 11 woman and you ere • 1:ian. e are, 

all of u s , en and wo en and boys ana girls ana there i s not en ough 

of us to make B villAge , un l ess we bree d. Do'An there they mPde u s 

breed for ~laves. Up here , we must breed in freedo to swell our 

numbers. I t i t ha t you mu~t think of , SPmson~ fou are our l eader. 

If we go on a we have on tne j ourney we will di e one by one end 

there will be no reas on to the journey. How ar e e to breed? /ho 

is to breed fo r wnom, ct When it is done , how will we r~i se the 

chiluren? I h"ve watched you, bredda S tmson, and I ow these 

m- tters are not in your n ind. No they mu 8·t be . Think about them; 

tell us what we are to do . 0 

fhere wa s a hushed silence i n the t h9tched hut ~i tn the 

f li cKeri ng ~moky s cented f i r . In tne si l ence tne heavy downpour 

suoaenly s ounded very l ou , thougn ~till very dull. All ebou t t hem 

was the soun d of wa t er : t he worl d was we t ; on l y t ney , in their 

she l ter , were dry an d warm . Twice , «ma:Ra Spmson opened hi s mouth 

to peak; and twice he shu t again, i thout ~ soun d. 
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r r ia t ried to comfor t h i 1 with her mind and her voice. 

11 rixe t i e Bn think , bredda 3e s on . We J:1ave t i .r.ie now. But 

we must know hat to do . '" 

hey wer e nll thi n i ng 
I ow , made aw·re by uri a , of he 

sexual needs and urges whi ch had been s uppr ssei by fear an the 

urgency of escape ana the long dri v ing j ourney t o thi s pl a c e . But 

it wa s hard ~o taink c l earl y and creati vel y about ~ometning over 

whi ch , until n ow , they ad n?d no control. here they cAme f rom 

sea was a ransien t, asual re~ee se of ani mal urge ; or it wa s 

cnreful , oe l ecti Te bree ding de t ermined by o~hers to produce an 

i mprov e slave stock . '.J:her e \ ·as no elemen t of choice ; no .~en derness; 

n o · endunring pnssiaJ'l ; no werm c ompan ion shi p; n o xa;rl:mg bon d made 

lasti ng by t he ja:~ shAr ed j oy rid pfl in of procr a ti n and t he s ow 
I 

unfoldi ng amtr f l oweri ng of another ife and another per on ; no 

se~ of con inui ty. So it was hard to think; ond yet they t hought 
thc t could be 

far i nt.o the night. Not clenr though ts ; not t h ughts/ti:xm111 mxm: 

dresse d in words i=ind sent forth to ma e others understan d : but 

though as feel i ng , i nsti ncti ve , which \ a::. the begi nning of t hought, 

be~o¥~ t be birth even of language . 

When the rv i n f i n11 lly eased u p and a sli very ere.Scent ILoon 

Appe red , the men and the boys eft the wo en and the gi r ls i n t he 

worm hut. And a l l their n ind.a were -:'ull of l i ~ax Ja .t oughts about 

witxoixw x«ax breedi ng , made a ll the more diffi cult beoPu e of t hei r 

s hrpelessness, be ing wi thout ¼ords. 

. 
They beg n the day 's work early , in the f i r s t light of the 

mornin g , befpre d ylight we·s properl y on tne l end. Ther e wer t he 

young ree t o ch oose and fe ll for the u prights oft e builuings ; 
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t he yo ger , Em~~xax ~ ore suppl e on e s t for t he woven ells to be 

s ele c te d ; t he est l en5 t h s of ~ wi t.h whi cn t o bin d; t he ounds 

' f l e f end bar k of he tl·ump t tre e s to c over t.tie wells ; t h e hu e 

anc i ent t ees t tap an bleed for t he f l o ing whi t e mo tter w i ch 

thick ened and he l d t llin6 s togeth er ru1 ke ~t out t he we t. Be c Fuse 

of tne night ' · heavy r Ai n , - it ~a· we t wor k , ~li pper y under f oot ; 

dangerousl y i ppery when n.nchete hfld to deal vii th we t bush. They 

worke d f st , steadily, cnreful l y , withou t res t i n , ~dth out e e t ing . 

On l y iari r , l ona e and tne t wo gi r l s, .ui g r. r-,ry B.md Li ttl e 

.~ry , were not par t of ~fue bu i l di ng gflng . .rri A i ns t ruc t e d t h e t wo 

~ir l s i t he di gging o t uber s and t h4 sel ecting of e dibl e green 

l eave . The boy, al s o under her i nstruction, WAS pu t ting up A 
. 

halter i n the highes t corner of the pi g pen , wqtched cur i ou s l y 
~ ' . 

by the e t8J11ef h_og whose si ze h!?! -1lmou t doubl ed . ?, r r i P m de 

_f ire , l i ghti ng i t fro . the last ~l owing embers wni ch hRd ke p t the i r 

hut arn. tnrough t 1e n i ght. 3hE. packe d f our lay po t s a r oun d the 
h r> l f -

fi r e , /filled each with clear a ter f r om the pool , s t oked the f i re 

some more, enu continued po un ding the tubers as t he gir s brough t 

r.i.em i n woven baske t s car r i ed on their heeds . Every now and t en 

she ~ x r e j ected e tuber as t oo old And c oars e , or e s not s fe l y 

edi bl e . The coers e on e s she her.ved over her s houl der withou t looking ; 

they e l l droppe on the s m s pot i n the ho • b pen . The others s he 

tRcl::: d car fu l l y- on the groun d to use as am.:ipl e s in her l ater 

i ns tructio s to the girl s , rm evcr -:rone e l se an t i ng to l eArn , of 

wh t not to ' use ~ore t i n . The water ane to the bo i l. tPri A mAde 

even-si zed dumpl ings fr oL her ouna of poun ded tuber . She droppe d 

on e into the bomin~? t er , i t ed until t .b.e w ter cPme back to boil, 

then dro ped i n another . Sher pented tne proce ss t il un t he pot was 
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f'u l l of boilin~ d ,plings . 'l'hen ::;he did "!.h~ a Rr1 e with t ae secon d; 

then th 0 third pot ; then the · fourth po t . hen fil l the dumpling s vvere 

coked ~he fished them out of the-wa t er with~ l a r ge wooden spoon 
strAw 

and packed t em i nto~ l eaf-l i n ed/ baske t . She repeflted t h e process 

three ti i.es, squattt£n besi de t he fire ,, poun ,li n g u ton e t o t h e r i gh t 

of her , mound of c ru shed tuber s on a .,., oven n.a t to t ne left of h er tm 

beside tr ... r. t, wi thin easy r eAch , a bowl , of water f or dGmping t ~e 

tubers :o easier ouldi ng. The b•y , menn whi l e , hRd c ompl e ted t he 

shel t er ar.cr had made two 1,rips down to t ue pool for wnter . He wa s 

the water man ; h i & job was "to :dee th~t a l l the wa ter c on t a i n ers weee 

alway~ f ull. On h i s ~h i rd tri p down t o t he water r ric cPlled hi. 

"Here , boy !" auo. tos s e d e. dwr p.1.ing in . i t> direc t i on wi t h out 

l ook ~ -He c ..... ught i t de f tly and i n the some moti on put i t t o h i s 

mou t h an11 s::mk h i s teeth i n t o i t . Tne taste of it r flde h i s s t omach¢ 

r umbl e out l oun d . 

"I hear you ~• • " t a r i r.i srid ar i l y . Tne bey shuffled.off s hy l y . 

hen t he g i r l s CF.lrue with their n ex t baskets f ull • ~r i a tosse d 

them each dumpling ond they ren r....~~ h i ng back to- the i r l Pbours .· 
r aucous 

Fro the di.Jt . ce o f the h:tll to the r i gh t the/zacamra:a v oice 
I 

of fa t bounngy .Delle ~u,Juen l y o :.;e in song , rmd cFJ .e ner r er . M:::irin 

sr, iled . Th~t one alwrys seng when she was hungry; t hey wer e Pl l 

hungry n ow . 'hey ad worked hr gh t he mcrnin wit! .. n o foo.d or 

dri nk . 1'hey fi l l \·mnted to nrn rn sure th, t i KDUUIJl the r &i n will n o t 
• 

catch the , tr.i.a t Gan. s on ~vill n ot r ep 00ch h i ms e l f' t h i s t i me. 

·he sun vve s h i gh ; t he c l ouds were begi nn i n g to build. u p fa r 

ou t P.t sea and over t ne h i gh moun taini She mea sure d t he di smeaiae of 

tn{ cl ouds t h en .LOOk ed to wher·e tne n en were buildi ng. The four t h 

hu t was neerl y done and tnere 1as en ough fila ter i a l to compl ete the 
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fif t h . oe WAS orl the fr:-rue of the f ifth one. SeJ1ison and. Jon fl s 

' were ne r ly done with ro of of ·the fourth one. Thet qui et 8: rah 

wes packi ng :i::Ja: and sealing in the wall with the bqrk and ~eve s 

and sticky white g lue. d Rs hPri a watched, Flo wandered over, 

seeminglJ c esuelly, to work with Joe on the lf-!st structur e. On an 

impulse, 1ari a ye lled : 

'Flo! Gome here!" \ 
Fl o changed direction Pnd w lKed more purposefully to where 

the l der womari cooked . ,1%out lookin g up h, riP picked two dumplin 

from the now full b, s.Ket , wrappe them in f3 l eaf ana he l d t.nem up. 

' Here for you and him ••• 11 

r J.o otarted to protest: they lived by u' ruoon' o rul es . 

"Is all right,' , ·ri'0 cut in before t e JOrds were formed . 

'Ib all right . 1h e journey done . Is uiffe en t wes no ~. ke · t ••. " 

"T' nks," Flo murmured , took the dmnplings ,, oo ed furtively 

to where s ~mson Pn ones worked , then hurrie to where Joe wa . 

Not .1.ong for h i , .. .1 r ria told her s lf, think ing o Jo • 

s~maon , who had seen w.st t ranspi red, paubed briefl y to look 

ot !viari a , then cerriectf.:" 

Yes , bredda San.son, i ·-ri P tol d ..nersel f ; t i me s dif.ferent no • 

£hey f i niuhed the .1.ast buildi ng just after t e dun hnd reac e 

its highe ~ p~in t . SPruson was pl eased and~ ey s BBe it, ana fe lt 

good . 

"Come , " . ~ri c::>lled gAil • "l'i me to torr in catch us!" 

'l'..h.ey r nged themselves about the fire i n t..ne :~reen n s ny 

place , ePoh beside the one or on1= with w..no.m he or she felt mo t at 

ease . e two Prys , i rr 1.1Firy anu. i ttle . y , end ODflllie ... 1mo.::1t h . 
instinctirely stay~d near ,1f.lJ."' i a . Jonas nt on, the rightf=md ~ of 

Sr son, David on his left • . t lo s at near Joe, Belle nertr Flo. Only 
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,3 rr h re c e i ved her food ~ nu then with.drew fro the c i rcle, t o a 

distl'lnt sp t just within eArsho t. Then the ate tne uruplin ·s Pnd 

the s voury greens and w~shed it 11 down with cool w~tar . 'hen 
v1,\~ I 

o t u p , :rr,otioned to _ fo and the two wen dered 
~ 

offtm to R clump f dense bush@:tl. he~ t · ey ceme out of t1e b~sh ~ 

carri ed a clay pot with a n rro rv cor ed neck • . ~. ria pla ced her 

pot in fr nt of S 9mson 0nd the boy did tne s~ e . 

"'It is ? day to fe st. " .~'"'ri rer,<:'line d standing, looked 

steadi l y a t S:::imson. "I t i ='')r y_ou to say. Tau te it and say . " 

Smnson di d not ave to t Ps t e i t . Be knew w ri i t wa • 

"Not the childr en , " Se s on sriid . "And 110 t much. n 

on e of 
. ~~ i a reA ch e d down then , t ok/the two pot s.nKmxxBnxaemxsm 

f~tti.etn~ ii-t vi t h her teeth 
kaxx~i « . She L~e&&sl./mr«x fxtkex~mta anct the thi ng h i sed As the 

ve et~bl a cork came out. She offered it t o t he eader. Ie he l d up 
""MJtw drinking 

hi~/mxinkmg owl. She poured some of thu stuff ; then she di d tne 

s ·me for onr-s t hen oe , then the women. On l J Sl'ir ah turned do 

her drinkingfsha ki ng 1er head. . t .w st · < 11 the B ctul ts h~d i , 

S mson r8i~eG the drink to his lips . 

"Woit, " 1eri e sai d . " '.I he h il dren were part of he ·ourney. 

-ilLet me mi x i t i t.h w t er for the , z:nrHke it wee.1r . hey uffered with 
1:>lNzJ ,.s oJ;~t ~ ~ -

us; t=ike them fenclt with us . ... ' en&e . Lit · s better s o ; or they will 

feast lon e and in secret. " 

S,. mson remained quiet for ng t i e, l ooki ng et kari ~ , then 

e.t the c!:.ildren , spe i nlly Drvid. He h, d no t thought it wo l d be 

s o har to .K:now t 1e rigJ.1 t t ing , to do t . e r i tS t h i ng. 

"J nas7" he ask&d for hel p . 

It ..i; Ollc, the WO an , bredda ••• II Jon-- s SRi l softl y . "She ow ••• 

f'L on no ed• 
II 11 r i h t, wo ,;,n. " ""})ti\ljt 

"(.,o 
' children, " VJ"'ri r> s ~i happily. •• Come L f'e~ t ~ i h us . II 
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mixed for 

She/ga:xK eAch chi ld. a watered down vel'sion of the s:lb:eong 
~l'f J)o,>{ ~s itt, 9.~~qt. 

brew, L£he others wa ited , Wfltchi ng elose l y, t ill e ch chi l d hnd 

received his or her dr i nk . ~"ri R did it i n ~he cor re c t order : first 

8Vid , the e d st; then Bi g rry; then l ittl e 11.~y; then Non ame 
' ' 

had , by general cons ensus , been judged the youngest . Wnen it was nll 

done »ari s:=: i d: "Now . " 

Se son raised is bowl t ill it was on e. l eve with !1i s l ips 

but e good eight ihches way; then 
~'t 

e til ted the bowl so tnPt l the 

rink trickl ed on to t 1e ground Ft h i b fe e t , eviJ $G,JJ< ~-1.,.1::c ft., .eM~ ... 
I 

eArth 

his OI' 

"Thi. i:3 our l and , 11 5"' son s eid quietly . 
e choed 

"Our l and," t1onas lCIXJIIUr~ , repeati ng the l i bati on of tae earth. 

'Our land, 11 tne thers murmured i n c hor s , eac11 wetting the 

with a few drops olli' liquor . Then tney drenk , eF..ch dreining 

her bo~tl~n one long dr ught. 

i.hey were silent After thet , :'or whr-t l:leen.ed a long t i e . 

The c l ouds we1·e darken i ng over the h i gh mourlt r:;. i ns; the rPin was on 

i ts WAY . Dir~c t l y overhead , Vv ave after wave~ of :;.r~a ll swift birds 

pAtiSed , going north . '.,rhe. strong dri nk warned en re l axed tee peopl e . 
' 

" What will you cAll the .umd?" fi1 riA sked 

ro~ everybody looked at s~~son. 'nut it was S~reh , t_e one out 

side the ciriee , who answered . 

"C ... 11 i 1, 1 1ount Zion , 1,rotner 3•4mson . Li.Ke t1e plPce to whi ch 

·t oses led t 11e clli luren of I rae l out of -sl~very . '' 

Wi~ 
~~ t;u..L·ned to Sareh now . 

"It is i n the i b l e , ' ~Preh SPid defensive l y , sensing the · 

ne ed to c:xplain. "Ihe book fro w.nic.ti tne pre~ c r1ers t _each us; , 

re1i ember? ••• " 

A few nod 

i.Rl!J:XlltUQt out o 
d , re11 en. b<;;ring tne preacherB anu t ne blflc.&: book 

on Sundnys 
~ ni ch/t!ley tn l ked about a God of l ov e ,to peopl e 
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ensl aved. 

11M·ount Zion ••• " Mrri e tried it _out alou,i'd; feel ing i t with 

her r11 i nd , testi ng it. 

".But that in 1.he sky," Belle sriid. "~reecher alwsys t fl lk 
a 

about/plPce in the sky where everybody free . " 

"Firs t you have to de.ad," Joe cut in bi tterly. "Then heaven. " 

" 11{ount Zi on i s not in heaven,'' Srreh SFl i d . 

2 "Th.en wcere?" J .oe a.sked . 

"It is A pl Pce like this one . " 

"~ i the people like us?" Flo anted to kno .. . 

"les, 11 SarPh was Fl lit t l e hesitent . 

"And this l ea'der •••• " 1iAria sf!id . 

"Moses," Sr>rf'lh si:>id. 

11 This r✓.oses . He lead those slave s to f-reedom?" 

"'Bl ack people like we '?" JonAs asked . 

11 0n l y blcck peopl e are slaves . " S,:imson sounded as though Jona 

was daft; only black people are slaves; not white s ; whites Are slave 

blacJ!.s nre slaves. 

"I do:r. • t ~now , 11 Srreh said. "The .bible CPll1;, t hem the childre 

of' I sr riel. " 

11 111 ust . be black , " 3:;mson · insisted. 0 Where t 11is place'?" 

"Fnravmy, acros s the sea.'' Sarah still sounded uncerta in. 

"Where they took us from?" 

"I born ya," Fl o cut in. 

0 t.rot your pe.pe; no t your :mP-.c,H." Mrri !' dismissed the in terrupt-" 

"I think so; the .dible don 't sqy. " 

n'l'his ..13ible, ' Spmson w1=2s in tensely currbous now. 11 It speeks to 

you ~ia~ to the preAchers? 

"I can r "'ed it, " Sara'h s rid quietly, like on e reveAling 
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gui l ty secret . 

"I LJeen slaYes can r ead , " J oo nodded . "Hou se 

l Rves . I.:1 one liKe 'thFi t he l p me run awe y . ' 

c:1ve s ; i nsi de 

" Thi s pl a ce where th:. s Mo s e s l eua t he a l ave s , ' f:J rm ,;3on clun g 

to his poin t . "Goul d be where we come f r om'r" 

' I don ' t ow , " Sa reh sr i"' • 

" ThF. t .Bi b l e thi ng · don I t tell :rou ?' 

" I wi l l seer c h it~' Serr·h said t hen clamped h e r :rr; ou t h shut 

11 vou have the t:lin.:::?' 

"Ye s , bredd~. S(;:u:s on. " 

li ffore ?" 

"Ye s , br edda Semaan. " 

"Bri n g mek vie see it ! !J J on e s wA s key e d u p wi th e xcitemen t . 

s~reh appealed t o s~mson wi th her e9e s . 

1 ,.~ o. Is her thi n 6 • We f ree peopl e n ow . She will show u s i f , 

he wP..nt t o ••• Jil l r ight , sis t er • •• .And t his pl ace , t h i s name ••• 

ufv1oun t Zi on, " Si:: reh s~i d , then , irnpu l s i v e l y she expl Pina.L: 

" I \1,2s the p l e.ymf! t e t o the rr1aster ' s daughter arlrl. th~ sol d my mother , 

the woru Pr1 who motherea me . sta yed in the bi g h ouse ena lcrrned end 

~id everyt h in g the l i ttl e g i r l di d • .x1u1 I l e arn ed t o r end with her 

and pr eacuer taught with her . When I become b i g I v- PS s en t bac k 

to~ the slPVe llUPrte r Emd when the 1ui str e ss i>..O d the daughter wer. t to 

her e they c ame 1·r o.w 'tihe master wa n ted t o breed rr:e ••• " 

"c- o you rAn aw,:iy , " Mar iF: finish e d f or her . 

"Ye s . " Sarah he s itated long , then a dded . 11 E1rorn the n.aster and 

from the s l av e qua r t ers . Lriver t rie c. tc bre ed me and whi pped me when 

I f i gh t agai n st i t . ' 

"}~n Qu gh , wom~n, " Sr i:.soli s r-> id bru squel y . " '.L'e l l u s tne name . " 

"Mount Zi on , ' Srir 1:1h S" i d . An d no.n .. '"~ l Es~.,__. L------~~-------
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hoffie a t lAs t, as after l ong and har d anc.. lone l y journey. She 

l ooked about the darkening hills and valleys, then at the s.rr.~11 

group a.round the f ire who hf:.d suo.den l y become her family . Th en she 

l ooked at David , hal f - boy , hfl l f - man, end ma.Ge her own decision. 

Sudden l y , ~er eye s mPde four with Seruson's and it seened that he 

kne~ whAt had pass ed through her mi nd. 

"Mount Zi on, " Mari a ar i d , pointin 6 u p t o the hill to t heir 

r i ght. On the cre s t of tha t hill ·wa s an ancient ol d tree, s o huge 

i t t ook the ent strecthed arms of three men tc c i r cle it, and s o har d 
woul d · 

that e. sher p me t chete/boun ce,d of f it, m,:::iki ng hardl y a s cratch , an d 

rin ging es when mettle ~\fff~ stone . And nenr the tree wee e four 

fragmented pieces of an en ormo~s f lRt gr~nite rock , bleached Rn d 

srroo t h by t i me and the elements . "That i s Mount Zion. ".' rri a wave d 

her arm again, t aki ng in the l and on which t hey s tJ t, the valley belo 

i t to their l eft, and t he valley in :t'ront cf t h em where t he deep 

clear pool was . 11 And thi s is the valley of Moun t Zi on. " She l ooked 

to Sams on for c onfir mati on. 
' "We will c qll t ni s pl ace Moun t Zi on, " Smr son sq i d . 

In the excited babble t hat followed tne announcement they 

mi bs ed the A.pproaohi ng s ound of the r a in and when it ceme they nRd 

to sCAffiper to eet food and drink and dr y tin <1er ana. a glowing ember 

under dry shelter. Then t hey re tired t o wait out the r~ in, the 

women And g i r l s in the s qme hut they hAd oc cupi ed the n ight before; 

the men and boys shelteri ng Gs they had done before . 

Srimson , stte · ched full- l ength on ni s back , tr i ed to grappl e 

wi th t he probl em NiPri FI hr-;d posed: how t o increPse t he i r number s so 

t hat t ne l i t tle 6--r oup wou l d , i n tine , become a co:rnmun i ty end r, villP 
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Thre e men ; f i ve women; how do you di v i de t nern? How do you arrang e 

them? 'l'wo boys , two g i rls , · ea~y : _D~.v i d Hn d Bi g rnPry , Noname Find J. 

, Littl e Kar y . Bu t how Arrange the men and womeu? Twu for me; t wo 

·for Jonas; one f or J oe , That Fl o would do for Joe . But why one for 

.him H·nd tw<., fer us? Not fair . '.lwo for Jonas; two for Joe; one for 

ir,e . But that ' s not f~ir t o.o , an d I am the l eader . The two g i r ls. 

Thet ' s i t e If the b i g {;irl is put with t no women there woul d be t wo 

for each . But what of tne boys? Little Mery for Davi d . Who- f or 

, 1-ioname? An d free :peopl e s uppo sed to deci de for thems~,lves , choose 

for themse l ve s ••• Wh a t fe do'? How fe do it? ••• He drifted off t o the 

l ullin_g effect of t 11e steady endl ess beat of the rn in on the hu t. 

On the ot11e1· oi de of the hut young Drivid sno_red rr1y t hm i oally , dee ply 

asleep , utterl y s pent from the dP.y ' s efforts . 

The rain s toppe 4 ne:1r morning. '..Che only soun ds now were t he 

dr i ppi ng of water from branches and le::ve s nnd gur gli ng doV'{J to the 

deep pool end above t ha t, r i sing t o f-t s t r i dent pitch a t time s then 

fAding to~ a soft purr, the souna of the cri cke t s , comi ng an d g oing 

in wnve after wRve. The nigh t bir ds, t he owl s , returned i n waves 

from t.h.e south , eAger to ov:ts tri p APl1ro·1chi ng dnyl ight, and mede f or 

ti:ie de e p dt=.irK cave i n the hill to t he n or t h of th0 l ittl e s ettlement. 

Before · sunrise for<r i a and the cr1ildren m,d rekin dled t he fire 

an d~repar ed the bu sh-tea; t ne peopl e he.ct come i n twos end thre e to 

-dri nk their t ea Fine1 :munhh e · dumpling or t wc and then marched off in to 

the · bus h to 

' of f' ,cleRr a 

c 0rr y on v. i ,t h tneir nl&o'\t ed tas 1rs. cJ onns 
densely for e ste d · _ 

pi ece of/ s l opi ng l and ·for ,fu t ure pl.Fin t ing; 

and. Devid 
on d Joe/went 

Flo, Belle and 

s i l ent Vi e wen t t o t he a l ready cleared and par tly pl anted corn piece ; 

Saran and Bg Y,ary went down i.~x:t.ilMX«:iKJXlD3UkB I H i illillill'i1iilig 

XaUC-f:~y i n to t he vc1 lleJ a:ia:w:.xi:ai:l:awlifli then turn ed westervvar d , f ollowi tj 
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retracing t h e course of the little river whose waters fed the deep 

pool. The lRnd sloped gentl y u.pv,ar ds . '.L'wo mile s beyon d th.e pool, in 

a. sharp leftward bend they crune to ti'".1.e clPy b::mk. Their crude tools 

were there from other tinesr bi t s of broken clay pots , ' shaped stones• 

strong shP.rpeile d pieces of stick . They sPt on tvvo stones, f!:=lc ing eFio 

other, ~md beg~m the d0y ' s work. of di gging clF'y , d j_ ppi ng it in the 

slow-flowing v. eter , rolling and poun<li.ne it, then shr ::>i ng it into 

in to the pots rmd pans . B.nd bowls and jacs the c ommu.ni ty used. '.l.'nese 

two h~d come here end ~ork~d in silence on most days . since Samson 

had found this clay br-ink and entrusted t hem with t he responsibility 

for maki ng the group • s pot~ . -➔ut this morn i ng Bi g ff_pry did not wn!t 
':: ince yehterday 

to wort ·in uilonce . /Jrireh hPd become a fig(lre of intriguing mystery 
\ . . 

and Mary w.anted to find out reore; but how? Ssrah had brought up tha 

wa ll of silence abou t her; Bi g r;;_ ary knew of no wo.y .to penetrate thRt. 

She kept l ook;i ng up, kept wa.i t ing, sense s e l er t. 

V1.nen all the others had gon e an9- Lit tlP. l\bry a:pd Noname had 

gone to ga t her wood arid taen . carry w~ter 9 Smnson en,erged from his 

hut . 1.i1nria sensed that he h:~.d waited to be nlone with her . 

"They heve gone . " ffhe gave h i m his tea 1:1nd ri coupl e of dumpl' 

" We rD.ust talk, 11 h \~ 1:3,,id .. "Conie ••• 11 He waved to the h i gh hill 

behi nd- t11em . 

11 !\.:oun t ~~i on , n Bhe remindeu him . 

He finished his food qui ckly Flnd they set off on the steep 

slimb up the hill. He used h i s ruPchete to cut~ pR t h; she used n 

stout st~ff AB support and to beat down t h i n dri ppi ng wet trenche s. 

J.ney c limbed ~teedily ~ followirie; the curve of t11~. land; every now 

anct then i t seemed they ceme on pRtch es where the bush was little 
' 

easier to clear, t h e eerth a little firmer to trePd, as when other 
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cree tures had been there. / t one poin t they Rme on such P clear 

an easy p. tch tha t uari e stopped_ana looke Abo t. 

"AnimA l s her e , p l ace clePr!" 

S'"'nison nau~ed , 1nut turne , and looked do to ~he e their 

settle1ie11t nestl e in tnc moin i ne.. s\.c.n . :,very ni lt. l:3tood ou shArpl y; 

tl.1.ere w s A clAar line of sic_;nt . He snooK hi~ he a d . 

11 V:e would hear i t . \ e would see i t; osp ci~lly redda J onss." 

u, rip moved to his sid~ And ~coked d • Yes; it was a ll t her 

even the women worki ng in t e fie l d ana .r..e men choppi nJ down the 
in 

h illside; and f r up/the VP ley, l ike two i ttle r· ght dots in the 
the un on { 

yellowi-n reflection of/t;'1e cl y bank , the ir mn i .1.g pots . Yes; 
• 

you woul<i he~r or, see , especially Jones with 11i:a I~rp hunt r's 

smell snd .11au1 .tleAring and e.sBe . 

"11hen wha t ?• , rin aske • 

''I don 't know . " He di not min d adl::iitting ignor'nce with her . 

"But ;;:;omebody , sorr:ethi ng , c l eare d here ••• ' 

''It look so; out long tirae one." 

1'.hcy contiuued their c limb , encl then , uudJ.en y , unexpe edl y , 

they were on the crest. 4Br i r l et out a l ouct oooh of wonder as all 

the Nor-ld su-iden l y J. y spree ou before h • iher it v.as , the p r.ce 

· from whic.n t~1ey had run sucl1 l ong t i e ag ; ar owu he 
' 

yong 

the climbing hills , the houue s, the trees, the ::3Iu ke of f'ire, the 

snips at sea , and the bea itself; i~i was all l:irtere , l aid out in the 

morn i ng sun. n to the eft were lih'3 mount,,,i.n~ reacnint:S r i ght up 

into the clouds; end to tne right no1ihe' ·~at p~rin ru~ n i ng to the 

e ; Eind behind , to the nort , the neAr nill , ni her than ·this nae, 

t.t1i r oun t Zi on, bl ot ting o·u t everythin g e, e e ce pt ., sky . 

l'he mfln sna. the wo a gazed an tu.rne • a azed t d turn e d 

again, awed beyond words by the >lorioub pl endour o it , 11. ~ 
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Sr·mson SP t on or1e of tne four huge i eces of grcn i te rock 11.nd fe lt 

the perice ArHi tran ,!uili ty of this pl 1ce . he deep b .. rn i ng anGer. 

tnP.t was i nsiae .h ' , that r .. 2tched the mPrks which had been burne d 

on his body , and wh;ich was e ll t.L.at he coul d reLiember of life , 

subsided; the peFice and trenquili ty of the pl ace crept in to him , i 

pervacted h i B body and min d; he fe lt a grer-:i t calm , a grePt gentl eness . 

0ri e came ana. sF1t besi de hi on the rock . 

u-,hPt must we do?" .ne asked . "I don't know . 11 

"tbout the breedi ng?" 

11 Yes . " 

"I 'ide y ' Give eA Ch of tne women a pl ace; and. in the firs t 

. year you, the l eauer, will go to each . '£he c hildren that are born 

will carry your name . In the second year the mi:m ar.d wo ,an _will 

de i de and the children thRt Are born will carry the name of the 

fa tner ••• " 

"But Die alone in the first yeAr . Why?" 

MPria sndled wickedl y: "You don't wPnt it? Ivlake Jonas leader. 

Lis ten , SPnr::wn. :i!he leader n.ust h'"'Ve more children; ::ma if all t he 

the wo11an have children for the leAder the women and the children 

look to the ,leader and give him strength. A-fi d ti.to b1•1J~j tt. ;the ­

o ~r@1l=~-l-ete1 t-imes ~u1aka waKo'¾:ry:Sedy: uiok .,_Q£_J'.9_ol¥3 
{ 

.And when others run.a FJway and c me here and j oin us, we , a ll the 

women you breed, and their children, will be one fam'ily; find t he 

men ·, Jonas and Joe and young DAvi d and even little N6nAme will breed 

f r om the women you bred or from their children 9 • and we will be t he 
4f- ~c.~'LNL.-

strong Zamily 1n tJ:re :rnieHlle. We will be the people who found this 

p l ace and build i t . Do it so, S,mson . " 
11 1/ill they agr e e ?" 
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'I don ' t .kn ow. " 

A thought f l a she d c r oo s J.~. ria' s min o. end ade her sn. ile. 

't.iell t.ie , you ever br eed a wornim? 

".Never?" 

nNo • " 

"So you don 't know how . " 

"I ave seen . " 

!the woman threw b2.ck her head and l aughed ou t l oud. 

"Look i ti one; do i s differen t. I mudt teach you. " 

'"' "But the others. \\ 11 

ShB turned seri ous qnd sober ins~Antly. 

"Let e talk wi th t hem . CPll t hem and l eqve 1 t to me . You 

agree '?" 

"Wht:1. t will you t ell t hem?" 

11 
.. v at I to l d you. " 

11 You tnink they will agree ?" 

"It is tne on l y way if we are to i w in numbers, and if 

our c hildren Are to Keep this pl P.ce ••• Now , you a ee to l e t me t e ll 

·chem?" 

~Yes . " He still sounded uncertAin. 

She nodde d, i gnoring tne uncerta i nty . This wa s how , she r ecall 
~ 

vaguely, ·tne mother wflose mother hHd been brought here h d s Pid t h ey 

he l d people togelther where t ey had brought her from: this is how 

the future i;;:3 ensured and the leaders anu founder protected. 

"I rnust see to tne food, 11 sne SPi d . 11 s . the talk over?" 

He nodded, deep in thought; staring at the distant town onthe 

pl Pin. 

11 Cowe . ' She fu shook h i~ herd nna stayed . 
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· pl An , exami ni ng 

Sr son went cf:irt~fully o er M.- rio ' s/a«g~m:a.ti:mt i t for 

f l ews , for some weakness that woul d render .it unwork bl e . The idea 

of having to sleep with all the ~omen did not excite hi m; he ~d 

seen others do it in the slP-ve dormitorie s rnd it w" s like a man 

wearing himself out that he might sleep eeply. He , Ss~son, wore , 

hi n: s e l f out on h::ird v.ork so there WfJ S no need for the otr .. er t hing 

t sleep deepl y: only t he humilietion and outrcge of' tlie driver's 

whi p on his body and the hard anger the eILory of it bro ght a t 

times kept h " from s l eepi ng; but even tnis
1
har wor k eese d. So you 

fe lled the biggest tree s ,md cle_ared the roughest l nd nnd shifted 

the biggest stones • •• He coul d find no ~llw i n ½ht the we an s~i d. 

And he ad come to trust her, to depend on .ner as he sePrcned for 

n wers to t ne mp,ny que stions .he feced G the ender of these fre e 

peoul e who had submi tted their live s to .his gui d nee . Tnere w s no 

justness , no truthful ness , with those who ensl aved them and used 

tnem like ani Rls . Up here, AS free peo l o , ther 1iust be justness 

pnd trut ~fu l ness l:>ct een ther., . ihi he must tell the , so he mus t 
e1. en-ber 

:um:.e:ke:x the WOL ds i th wni h to tell tneni. nu t is .. and , they must 

shDre it witn justness . Of this, too , they must t lk. 

He expl ored the hill t ill he knew 11 of its turns and grade s ; 

tnen he cut his waJ down curvi ng s lopi n~ ledge t ill he crrne on a 

sffi8ll cAve set in the arl rock; the entr~nce w s overgrown by herd 
-•}'(i-eu. SW:: 

stubborn bu h hich ;rev Lou1, of the rock. It i,fls ard to chop the 

bush ~w~y , but Rt lP~t i t 1ia dore , end~ ~i n Sir son l ooked down, 

from 2 slit,h tly l ower Ein€,l e tni s time , on the ~~ f er down on the 

plrin and tne endl~s s se~ bey na it. /gain t he sense of others having 

been here es strongly with h ' ; but no t r ecentl y , no t in A long,long 

time , or the eritrnnce v,ould nc c; h ve been so thickly over own and 

t e t hings in the cave nll pov ,dery dus t, exce pt t wo fL t stones on 
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which t hose others of another t i me may have sat. J. s ~t on one of 

the ' stone s and aga i n t hnt earlier en ee of peace rnd tr~n quili ty 

overwhelI~ed him , but even more powerfully thi s time ; For a time 

s~mson s~ t as one i n r. t anc e , utterl y s till, u tterl y t pe8ce. 

'.l.h!.3n he shook h . s0l f slightly , rose brisltl y and left the enchPnting 

pl ce , r:ia i ng hi B way bnc.l;c to t he crest of tile hi,11, t hen more 

briskly , down the hillsi de . 

The rn-in came enrl ier t hri t diJy th?n it had done the day before ; 
. 

the day before i t h, d been a l ittl e ePrlier t han the dFy before t hP t. 

It woul d do thi s· every dny un t i l the peak of the rPiny seF1 s on, when 

i t woul d rain ~11 d y ) ben i t wo l d t aper off , cot iijg a little 

lBter each day until i t f i nr. lly stopped and t he nard dry sea son 

' ould be on th an d. 

, r i spo e to t he women in t neir u t thA t nigh t. The two 

girl s were incilud d , for they were women too on soon they , too, 

would h, e to un dert Ke t he task of mult i pl yi ng and perpetua ting 

t he num,ber s of free peopl e • . Th women li idtene d .in silence ana , 

when r r i hPd done, silentl J accepted h-Rt ha bee n deci dtid . Choice 

h ~d never been t ei r s; Alway , fuatt.rs hAd been dec i ded f or t he~; 

rnd thi s deci sion ~ s for t he cornr.ron i n tere·st. ho onl y ou t wflrd sign 

of cone rn showed by ny o~ them we s Sareh ch~wi~g her l ower lip . 

1'he:h .'"'r i ,::, x m ·t,r, ve d ti1e pouri ng rr- i n and scampered t he s hor t 
J..,~r~ , 

\..__di!lt~ce J t 0 t e h t whi ch houued Jon;:is , Joe nd Nonarr.e . The boy a s 

lseep. Jonns s~t near t ne fire, uvi ng its gl ow es l ight by which to 

f "shi on ndn l s frorr tough ~xae but plicbl e t ree berk . Joe l riy · on his 

bnc k , her>d ct..shioned on his hands , i de-awPke , hi .; eyes B<.; e bigger 

by the gaubtesa of h i ~ fn ce, star in ~t no thi ng. Joe. s a t u p nd 

mov ed near er t ae f ire on Pri? ' o signal. 

Again she ex?l ained t he pl an she had proposed to Sam son 
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,but thi s ti ,e she mac it sound as though it was 11 Srm on'b i dea . 

Then , l ooki ng teRdily at Jonas , she end d up:"The other of my 

mother was the one they cerr from fri ca . And she to l d my mother, 

end Ii y mother tol d m , that is how they ao it. hr-it ha ll I tell the 

leader?" 

"Let i t be so," onriu s i d; then he smiled oroo.ttedly. "And 

next year, you and me?" 

left. 

"You ·,rnnt me fe .kee ps?'' 

" e • • " 

11 Ana. you , bredda · oe? 11 

"Is not me h i m goin' breed , " Joe snapped and returned t o his b 

'Don 't pay h im no mind," Jon s sP i d . 

ri~ touched the bBck of oaas' h8nd lightl y , briefly then 

;onmr:e haa. slept through it 11.. ni time .flr i r _jce pere · 

t ough the rr in :to the hut where Ssmson an avid s ,lept. fhey were 

both ~ of their littl e fire was e ost out. She 

s ok 0vid i,1tly and eld her finger to his l i p .. 1e woke . 

"I made a bed in the ew hut," ne w11i ered , pointing . "Go 

s eep there. I s r-iy ere tonight . 11 

1 e b i b ned boy ros , naKed, aJ went out i nto the rain, 

not q e t i on ing tne wo an ' s i n tructions. ih n i rri r to k off her 

r ggedf ess, ried .er e fas bests e coul , anu l ~y down 

be i de tne seeping riruso11, trying to get a l ittl e we rr·th froL his 

' body an runn i n her hana lie;htlJ over t .ae h ge soPr- t t stood like 

rid ea on et b dy ••• ' u y ni bred her t_Jre:: e t i e a., P l Pve; and 

t.nree t i me s, ,ifter tne pPin of it all, t e .ia taken PbcY the c hild -,t 
of tier bod just s she au ot to ow 1 t Pnd to l ovei Thi tie, 

if she coul d still breed , t e e .ild woul d ners nnd fre e Pn llO one 
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f r o her,. No one . ut fi1 s she us. t each 

this on e who had no khowl edge of it. She must each i Li t he joy of 

. i t a thet l P.ot one who h bred her in slavery h u taurh her • 

She wen on c~ress ing h im , exper l y , cerefully , tho gh tf lly , 

r spect.ully , her own BKD[J[i l ong u p re ss d s xur l e i e co ing 

n i ve a:d the ~ man , still hP f-<1s eep , .;;til d i re s J on s e . She 

reached down and careosed the n rm r y hlui c l y . The mi,n woke fully, 

fully aroused . 'he woman con tinued to care s h · . , 1:10 i n ~ er body 

dence agi=i i nat h i s i n prove nti ve little .hi ver , n l the 1n ile 

telling him qui etl y abou he three t i me oL e 1A given oi r h, and 

the three t i me s tha t the fruit of ner body a be n n fro her. 

And sne tol d hi m. whn t t o do with t 11e other wo en, and how to do i t 

be CAll.Se a \~ Oltl br eeds mos t eaail y when snc is ully aroused en d the 

m n 9nd tne woman reached t h i r peak a t t I.1.e e 1e tit..e . hose ;vho hAd 

tried t o breed ner r oug l y or t oo quickl y had never succe e de , enly 

t et re e who t ook t i e end were boft and c~re · ed her ody into 

maki ng willin re s T.>on e s. The I ,an l istened , r e l axe d , ew werm with 

he woman t ill he, too, joi ned i n th c. re sing·; feeling her body, 
Y b\J tuJM 4-SS 

the {roud e of her but t oc As, the fulln ss o 
!, 

Jer bead , the har d 
fr t is 

fl,., t nes of her belly. nd ten erne ss/a:fxxx o n f lo r.re r ed in the 

m n . •hi s Yves the fir s t one , th,, f i r t t i e , an for i , a n ew 

beginning. So l1e he.Ld her clos e in dee p err.oti on u t 1e wor m t h an d 
' 

.... e te . derness sprea through hi • An it 

h i ffi when he ent i n t oner . 

something speci a l for 

Eu fo1 Pll the wo en ' physi e l o th au 

s ... e rece·ved n i ~i th e CP , qui e , c ce - e Q 

ViEH.; not 11er fi r '.s t t i me ; t he only' di ffe rence \vt=i s th? t his ti 1e ~he 
h J.~ -ct:,.. ~"'-~{.~ U~ . t...:,c,-i 

eu ~oliilQn end t he purpose f t he c hoosing Lt ... eir~ ~md ic l eAr. Her 
body h~d for t lona b by ot ers for it . old 'r>ny pecia l 

o een Uiie d L . ,__ ______ v_a_;_l;_u_e~ o.c..r __ ePning . '.tr t• 1 .9 4 <£ iiJ ti Oiii t99t Bli ~= @n-$ftllf' Jcft LJ lhn ' 
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It WA S a tool, a reproductive tool t o be sure, but a tool like any 

other, there for the using in the fulfi ling of a purpose; and fo r 

her, the purp se was clear; ' s1e nad wor ked it out in her min d with 

great care,...... Bl eu;, dcli19oi ii ;. i ~ on t.ee ir long journey to this pl ece. 

§e, ,.rr i i=> , woul d be the motner of this free community; the y would 

make it multipl y and gr w s trong in these hills ; and she would 

supervise i t and make sure it was done in the right ~BY•\\On l y when 

the man's ppssion exploded in her, compellin a re s pondin~ expl osion, 

did he cry out and l ose control, surrend D1l,Tlg ell thought to the 

blin di ng f l ash of passi on that consume her utterly ••• ~hen though~ 

and oonsciou nes s returned she was utte1ly spent. She sensed thnt 
~is Prm w~c ad adweight on her s houlder . 

t n i ,as how i t as with them n, too. /At some poin t somehhere their 

b ies h0d changed position nd they lay side by side , but still 

locked in the emb1 Pee trnit h d been p r t of their pflssion . She tried 

o ea e the bi , he vy, a off her sloulde , mo i ng slowl y , easily , 

not to wake hi m. u t ne was 8wake and movea tpe arm for her, resting 

i t hi gh up on her h i p . 

'I vvill breed no others," he whi spered. "Onl J you . " 

"It ~vveet you?" 

11 lou know , oman . " 

"And I am the first one? 11 

11 es; an the only one . " 

en heer e ood , S moon . You will noL have me g in until 

you h ve h d the others • . I told you why; 1 ·1; znu..,t be so.,\ " 

II,.. ijn t on y you. 11 

"But you will treed the others?' 

••~e •\ \ " i s voice • ~ h civy wi t h sleep. 

She ~eul her pe ce, feelint hirr drift i nto deep sle~p, knowin 
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that he wi:l, for nll is pro~e s t ing , do a~ sne wanted; for t he 
grown during 

power she hAd over this rnan, w 1ich 18d/m:xexx:iiHiBX1XHJl the long 

journey to this plr e had been made complete this n i gh t • .rhe beauty 
had often on 

f the unscPrred body of onas the hunter/sti rred her/mmxax:tka the 

_l ong journey to this pl ace . his body, aae hard and ugl y by th 
, 

driver'..-3 1hi p he he l d no attrf!ction for her . She h~d .Known that i f 

they ever re ch d a re s t ing pl ~ce i t woul d be thu s ; the/ l eacter would 
the women 

hnve to breed ~- ell/for t he s eKe of numbe1 s ena to a~sert his 

po er and to bind the to e ther . But after hat , she hfld thought,it 

wou d be di ffer n t and onas s the one she ~d sin led out f or 

herself; non of 1e other women woul d be able to pull h i a woy from 

hei event uh t ey we1e l youn er.\\ .rnw i t as differen t. She 

woul be thi s one ' s woman anu he woul d be her man, and she would show 

him t e way . o e a crood leader, ond she woul d let h i m al ne use her 

body to breed nd foreseen •\\ 

The de ision was 1,1ade . ~he woman turned her head s i gh t so tha 

her £orehe d touche the man • ~ chest. His body snellea like burnt 

l e ve • She clo..,ed. her eye rmd joined hi in the deep sle p • 

/ 
In t e women ' b hut J f rflh was the only ne still weke . She 

e that rri ,:, WOU d sp nd this n i gr1t \~i th uarason Rnd thPt t orrow 

th wo en woul d dr w 1 st hoose t he next on • I t v a.s the dread of 

tnis which h" kept er awake , m king her heart beet so nn d she fe lt 

i i n · e ad . All n i g1t long ohe hrd been w rking herself up , 

dlling h r ;;,:,C f i n o ~ tri;a te of .wind th t wou o -.;he thing ich 

mi gnt sav her . o~ the 1 in Lrd e se . No t ey were all agl eep. 

Io w s -.;he time o do the !lin ' • · 

$ She roe qui etly, her eafy dkirt rustling; but she did not 

UWI L
ibr

ary



59 

min d; i f An yon e woke t hey woul d tni nk no t hing of her go i n out ; 

t h y woul d t h i nk sne has one to r e lie'Ye he ·•f:iel f 9 and turn over · and 

go back to s l e p; so t he l:e ~a not hi ng ou t wardl y fur t i ve abou t her 

m vemen t s . She ~en t out of the hut Pna went round to the ba k a s 

t hough .goi n g to the bush to do her busi n e ss . herJ she verred to the 

l eft rmd moved qui ckl y and i gh tly past the bF.ick of the hut wher e 

Srmson and ·P.ri a s l ept. She _..,ad he p d J 1 rie p p r e the pl Ace f or 

DAvi d. l'he poun di ng of h r heart , n ow , H s like · drum beP tin g in her 

e r s . he he s i t a ed bri e f l y outsi de he en t rPnoe , then went i n to the 

hut ; then she f ro ze. 

Drv i d had woken i nsta t l y . 

"\ho you ?" 

"Its r:i , D vid . Sar nh . 1 I.Ier voi ce fA l t t i ght, ch ok i n g . 

11 "1 h. t you 1Nan ?r 

"No h i ng ••• I thought ••• n 0~ e ou d 1 ot go on . 

"Oh •• • " hen DPVi • .J voi c e ohan e d . 11 I e ••• Come •• o" 

· hey .aJe l ov e aw ardl y , o lu1.1 s i l y, e s sily , wi t hout s kill 

and vi t out sn ti sfac t i n . S rah bl e d ~ro~ubc l y whi ch f righ t ened an~ 

woz r i ed Dr->vi d unti l she expl ? i ned it i:f/JE t o h i m. i1hen, when t he 

r, i n h0d t op ed c ompl etel y and tne n1 oon 1ad r isen , they wa l ked 'down 

to the poo l in the br i ght moonlight . He sr-i t on stone Wfl t chi ng 

Vi Li l e S r h wash the blood Piwey . The n i ght a i r was c ool an d t he WEl t r 

/ s C l o SRr ~h c me out shi v r ing , her s k i n c hilled nd bumpy. 

"Co e , 11 r h s~ i d nd t ook D,vi d ' s hand an d led hi m up the 

l o ping l end , pertwey u p t he now dar k hill they~ d nprned Moun t Zi on . 
' ' ~ 

ere, in ~ sh l t ered l6po t un der rocky overhan g ~urrou.nde d by a 

use cl ster of tree , Qareh sh wed Drv i d her own pri v a t e pl ece , 

the pl •ct wn'ch she retre t ~ when ·t he L"Y ' d wor ~ fta s done 9 d 
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she wa s free to be otj her own . The others knew of t h i s pl Pc~ ; t hey 

knew 1 t wad where Sr,rah coul d be fotm d a f ter the dPy ' s wo k , but 
woul d go 

t ey a 1 l ef i t a lone , stAyed away fro it,/ on y .11:tRi/ there by 
whi ch , t ill now , wat} ' ver .. ,ride . 

her in i tationj 1.his, for them , was the out ward and v i s i bl e exprc ssio 

of t h e f r ee dom whi ch did not exist in t he slave v illage or t he s l ave 

ba1·racks wnere anybody could , a·t; anytime , enter anywher • Sl avery 
. 

llieen t no privecy: l eve ma ~t er , i er, c ould enter anywe.e.re , j:timEt; 

} ee peopl e en make priva t e corn ers whi ch are re s pected by other free 

pfopjle. o Sa .can Kept ner trea sures in the priva t e pl a c e: the book 
ne rad 

she/n.11u1:araaa :f~.mm when a on e; the specia l pots she had made ; t!1e 

beautiful f l owers And leave s she collected q.aily . So e sne luid trans­

p anted to ma ea flower i ng garden on a pi ece ~f le~el ground by .. 
·i;he sfi de of ·vhe overhan g . rhere , in her pri va t e pl ace , they t r i ed 

Btsain. It wa s e ss mess y than the time be.fore, a.nd no blood; l e s s 

frenzi ed i:md , for D1=1vi.d , more pl easur abl e , more seti ofyi ng. But, for 

S rAh , i t as the bsence of pA i1:1 t h i s t i me, and the s en s e of a 

f oweri ng ten derness i n DAvi d , tnat made i t rewardi ng the aecon d t i me 

aroun • She mu~n; bin d hi m to her en·d pPssion would c ome; she must 

bi n h · to he and es<.,ape the other thi ng and beAr onl;y· for h i m: 

for s ke ell other s an go only wi t h hi. 

D v i d , for h is par t, \,as discoveri ng t he j oy.J and l o y of · 

hPvi ng A woman, a voruan of hi s o~ n, untouch e d by anyon e else , pier c e 

by hi m. The fear when he first saw the bl ood ha now been t1.1rn ed into 

bl.lr s t i ng r i de in hi s own manh oo d; pride t hP t h i s beBu t iful wo an 

b h onas And J oe nad S' id she w l.l · ae wos t b au ti ~ l wo an in t he 

gr oup - sou d wRnt h im, and ant to bear h i s chil ren. 

r he b i g- boned bop-,e becR e a man and a ll t~'lrough wha t r emain ed 

of the night the l!lig.tdi \..~~enL ~se{l__he~ .~~__:.~ the words fr m her 

book t o fe e d and nurture?e ~ rssion and pride ofmanhoo d,---~ 
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I n t he very e rly h ur of the morni ng , ~s t he f i r st light 

appeared in t he eastern sky, after hours of de ep sleep , on t heir 

thi rd try , they made A perf ect conne c t i on Bnd wer e enve l oped in a 

ompl ete l y shared pAssi on. When it was over, dri f tin g i nto a s l e ep 

of u ttdr exhaus t ion, Sarnh knew with qui e t certa i nty t ha t she would 

be r De i d ' s child . They were bound together no ; end now she may 

be ble to do the t hi ngs that were in her book . The,\T s l ep t de epl y . 

They woke t o the s oun d of t he horn, usuPlly bl own by Nona e , 

ct=1lling the group to t he me in communal meri l of the day • .rhe sun s a t 

i gh in c l oudl ~ss sky , t il t ing sligntly to t he Ne st. The gre~ t er 

par f t Le day ' wonk wo~l d nave been done by now; any f ur t her work , 

fter ~ating , i f such were un der t aken, wou l d be CPsual, light, not 

u c . An t hey , D vi d ends~ ~h, had slept right t qugh the work day 

ti t ... peak . 

Serah woke f i r s t , touched Davi d , and he woke . They l ay in si l el 

for a wnile, li~tening to the ecnoe s of the horn bouncing bF1 ck , more 

aistantl y and at gr eater i n t erva l each time , as the sound t r avelled 

over the hills end i nto the vPlley , t ill at l Ps t there wa s only t .g.e 

n.emory of i t echo i ng i n tr1eir heeds. 
')Wl--

, . . e must go d Y1:\t, " e r- i d , turn ing her he cl quickl y to r ead 

PVi d~s f ce . ht she s aw r e~ssured her , made her feel at ee s e . He 

\ , ot fri ghtened or wo1rie as she fe red he might be . She 

spt up L~ touched hi s chest. Hes t up And t ouched he . breast. A 

sn.P ll s.c..ile of sfl~,i sfpc tion tugged. e t the l eft corner of her mouth. 

"'e ust go :down, " she r~peA t ed . "they will be vexe d . " 

"Be ruse of the work?" 

"No. Becnuse of us. Thi s i not M;::ir i a ' a pl ~n. " 
"~o me tter. I t i s our pl n ; i t i s your pl An for us. " 
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11 '...1hey may un i sh u s , " She lookea steedil y i nto hi ey s , 
. ~ 

v i l J/hi to l ook i n to hers. 11 They may l)eA t us ~n a make us promi se . " 

-e thought Rbou t i t nnd she fel t tie resol e build up i n hi, 

ulo'A J alld st~11dily , o er many mi nu t es . '..Chen ha seid: 

11No , 11 ver :I f i l y, and· aga in : "1 o ! " 

·fie ere re dy nov. , ::lhe to l d hersel f; no longer frP. i d or worri e 

She jumped up in one qui ck graceful move anu ~ XRJ~ cove:red 

her n kcd.ness wi th tne dre s s m~de of e r:i i xture of tter d ol d cloth 

and soft pounded pli ble bnrk sewn ogeEner with fincl strings of wi s s 

' Dnvid put on hi short , t ttered l cve p nts , then , h-nd in hand , 

tney went down to · the comr.iunc-1 e ti ng pl-- c e where l r i c · resi ded over 

t h food . 

he o i;hers saw hem fro oodly distance . hey l ooked at 

c other , hen a MPri a , taen et S mson , tnen again at Pri c . Sa~ 

l .k.ed up , t red for r while Pt the two comi ng down, then re t u n ed 

'' to hi~ food nd ate without l ooki n6 up . The others fo lowed hi s 
e r l y 

Y m~l e . They all new- what had happened , hna , own in c/morni g 

on me h d gone to · w8Ke Davi Bnd fou d the empty hut with the 

ood t i ned beddi ng. He nad called neri e ana everytni n~ had bec o e 

ow they wa i ted for tne tv,c, a ll pre t ending an;. i ndifferenc e 

hi c.h none felt . 

t rst the two st p eu just outs ide tne i r l e of the e~ ti. g 

group . f y sto d i a.e by :::iiae , c l o enough for :.:;houlde s to ,touch , 

for r,s An hends to bru h Et~ i nst e ch other i th every movenen t. 

-~ri a f i n i shed eati ng, look up at the to , then l ooke d a t Srt o 

".;,ha l I peak?" 

"', 1 son n~ :-de_..d : 'S pea A , wom n . " 
~~~i:lri1 

~ r i e l /stePdi l y at s~ra_ , usi ng the strengt .n of her in d 
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to force Srr eh t o l pok a gy . It would be ea ie~ ten. s~rRh re turned 
<>r i a ' s 

RBZ st 0 dy stare . ria f elt the defi c e, and when. D~vi d took SRr ah' 

h 0 nd she ~thee w~s no easy w y; these' two woul d not ben d.~ 
/. ! t flasned through her mind , tinged wi th· ~ biter ironic amu~ement, 

that tnnt Sarah he.a fooled her : s he had tnought of ner s someone who 

' ad to be i nstructed in the ple~si ng and u sing of men ; not so. DRvid , 

aft r one n i ght, WA.o reP.dy to die for her . · 

"You have broken the rul e s we All a eed to. hy?" 

0 I di d not wish to be par t of the breeding , " s, r h s a id. 

"You s 1, i d notning when we agreed. " 

11 I wa s afra i d . 11 

11 5 you turne d his nead. \~ ' 

11 ! turned my own head , " DPvi d cut .in. 

'Who lead who?" - .3am son asked . 

"I di d , ' Sarah sP i d . nVli. 's had tightene on her to t he point 

of pain. 1hen , a 'Uu enl y , it re l Rxed . 

"I di d , " D~Tid ~id . 
~ 

''.!:hey mock us!." l cried angrily . Shtl cl Bed her eyes , bent her 

head , w· i ted for the flash of anger to pPss . When it ha , she opened 

her eyes , l ooked. at Srm s on , then a·G each of the others i !\turn , exludi 

on l y the two , to make i cleflr tha she spoke to a ll but them . "Hear 

me , s~mson; hear me , all you. 'hey break the thing we agree then they 

mock u s ond our l eeder . ' I did, she s ay; l d.id, he s ~y •. Let it be 

so. 1'hey bo t h lead iuich other to break wha t }Ve agreed. 

do i t , why not you':\ " She looked at Jonas.·~, "Or you~\} " 

nd if they c a 

·1 
Joe .\'. "Jr you . \~11 She looked at eA ch of tne wo1uen 

.3he looked a t 
1 

in turn. ,v•er me. 

vhy not ell of us? n a if we break wha t we egreed then everything wil 

die and we will be divi ded. So I sey they co~not. stay here agnin. he~ 
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mus t leave us to l i ve wiuh what we agre e ; 

"It hard," Jonr-i.3 SPid ucftl y . 

hey :w.u t g II .... 
11 res , it iard,' ri,.--ri fl S9 i d . "It 1i ll be arder for fl ll of us 

if th -Y do not go . ZE"ch one wi l l ook on them sr,y, v.11y not n,e . " 

"Pun i sh them and make them s t ay , ' oe su g te • i k.e he 

e.way from h i m. ' 

nNo! n Drivid shout ed . "No punishmentt N one touc h r; no 

one take her rom me . " 

''She just a woman like Any woman, 11 Belle l rugh d n.o ck i ngl y 

at D2vi d. "Sr-m10 hole; ame everythi ng; try and ee; bet L.e do it 

b..,tt.r 1an he 11 

11 top tha t !" l'i'-'3riio.. tried to ound sterner hen e felt. 

lo ook ;;:ipeculPti vely a·t ar·a • 

11 ~l:hi nk h breed you? 11 

S rsh n e • 

"The ive ver the c!.1.ild to br S!. son when it co e . " She 

l o ked to .1.vi.11rie. to see· holl sne would take the id . • "Could still be 

art f the fa ii y . 11 

"And toruor~ow you w· 1 w, nt to do the snri , 11 .l.l1c rie Sf' i d • 

.l. o ooke:d quic l y at Joe then down at the gro d . 

Sf , on , w ose mind ( a withdrawn to sorr::e di tant pri vA t e p l 8 c e 
. \ . 

of his om , came out of his reverie rind looked ... t David and Snr ah in 

turn . 
J 

11
• ou wil not .J.i ve by whnt we agreed?" . 

Sr-.irr:.h .a·traightentt,,;;d ers~ l f:" I wi l l not breP.d with anyon e but 

:Devid . " 

"Vv'ill you gi ve me· t he,t child to make a s t r ong family? Mari A' 

will care and l ove it. " 
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"I:' they st0y' others will ~mnt t' dn whA they ciid, " r Pri a 

insisted. " hey mus t go , S .mso • 1 

na no dded SF ly : 1 '.1.:he womar1 i~ r i gh , r 

"c er ~ey go, 'Flo stid duaa~nly . "e 

1.ihey st y . " 

d 

' ,'iL .. yo gi ve rue the child? 11 1 r-i son r ep P ed. 

11 ~o, 11 S rah r ep i ed . 

Gamson looked at Dt v i d . 

"She s a i d ' 9 ' 11 .-vi .-1 • 
,_ 

a n." 

1 T e l t t1em o, 0 o id i th min le d i a.n-'er. 

"TI.are is l c up ther , ' r.,:, YJ >i n ed t t.1.J.e e te · n of ·h valley 

of .o Lnt Zilon . "And ther is wat • et t.n .m &, here . 

t, 

ey i l not 

1 by w a 0 ·reed o e n f:Jt c,. - t th u • o , ! I 

Scm o r c .. t:-lbr ptl y .a · l erl bri k ... y ay , in the i r c ion 

cf t e hill th y coll d ; un t Zi • y tched i. g, h J , i 
I 

ones an ~ an ~ t.nrees , they• ~ iQp re. , one l o i ng t the t o 

W 0 d st been er. st o t of t.ueir coru11 unity . 

.t '""' " th >re , r nly q i a , s~rab zn · rvi . 

11 rvi d i 11.µ1gr y, 11 S, ah s · J . 

.1.h • a· , efo e ou go. 11 
•• ria he itat ov.r ner po ts then 

made p er ind. uick l y , def y , lle made up o Hrce l f f<'od, 
~ 

v1iss. "You \1ill need ~ for your 

~~ Q. ~ . 
I 

after t t ; sh, ntched them ea t, 

lhaen r t.1.1 r . f b . l ti,.~ l e1.r e 8 o 1.z1 • s. ..l~n a 1e wa c 1 them cli b to 

'h t n-::d een ,':_-,ra ' s riv e pl r1c ~ and come do n a lit tle more l eden 

Then she watched the two 1ia 
westward , e long the b nk of the wate:P-"' 

course k11:tt11:t111 in the deep v -lley between -tne 
r:i in c rme .1.10 cli bed the hill to find Semso 

t wo hills . 1 en, a s tne 
and g ive i coafort. 

UWI L
ibr

ary



66 

> 
Ther e w s no slee p for SArah and Dnvi d that night ; no corner 

of the bush where t hey could e scrpe tne r a in. After hour s of search­

i ng for shelter they gave up And huddl ed t oge t her on the soake d eArth 

at the bose of a huge t r ee, wide awake, col d and unc omfor · bl e , 

stoicly w iting out t he rain. The capacity to endure is~ condition 

for surviva l in captivity; those wno survived deve l oped that capa city 

earl y , earne d e arly t o dull t he i r minds and sen s i bilities a t momen t s 

of great pe i n or puni shment or discomfort . So ~~rah1 and Drvid each 

withdrew i n\ard t o a point w1ere they coul d endur e t he pour ing r in 

and the chill of the night, ~nd t he s t r Pin of being a l one , jus t the 

t wo of tnem, in alien surroun ds. 

When the re in stopped neB r morning, they ro se agein- an d 

conti nued t11eir Journey i n search f a pl ace to liTe- The sun ro se 

end ar ned t he V'1e t lan d. They t ook off their wet lo tne s, t ied t he 

to long slender post whi ch DPVi d c~rried on hi s shoulder and kept 

w l king , naked , through the l and . fhere was no person to see tneir 

nekedness , no need to hide tneir nakedne ss. they were out of the 

l ong narrow V8lley n ow , the s e ttl eme1:1 t of ] oun t Zion out of sigh t 

behi nd the l est hill they hed t. ped. The l an d, her e , s loped downwar d 

veeri ng to the sout hewest . ~ "'lr1e wA t er dri pping from the t r ees 
streem,s 

here did not f l ow eastward as di d the water f eedin t he/a~x• a 

- whi ch f l owed i nto t he valley of oun t Zion ; the water here , f lowed 

southwe s twar d , wi th the fa ll of the l an d. As their bo lime WPrm d 

their pirits return ed fr om the deep protective dis tances in to which 

t ey hBd wi thdrawn ; they bec am~ onscious l y aware of eA cn other ga in, 

alive , a-~ c ring . rhey l ooke d at ePch other with seeing eye s nowt 

aware once m r of t he i r naA dness end of the physica l thin~ between. 

",a ter mu s t be there. " Drvi d poin ted t o where the sloping 
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l and 

/ seemed to endH, hemmed in by another western hill. To hi mself, 

he thought, if its not there then we 're in worri e s. 

S,rah saw ·a huge dry washed stone and made for it. 

"Let us rest." 

They s r- t on the stone and ate some of the food ?.Ari a had 
with 

given them and wa shed it down/HH~U water from David 's gourd. vfuen 

they had eaten Davi d insisted that they mo~e \ on. S reh anted to 

stay a while longer; her body ache d from the wet P.nd the cold nd 

all the we l king and all the pP sion of the night before l et. Bu t 

DPvi d insisted; they hAd to f ind e pl ace and buil d a shelter before 

the rAin crune; there woul d be t i me fo r rest nfter thAt. So ~hey went 

on down in to the bed of the vall ey ana. ca· e upon the water . This 

was A round va lley, not long and narrow es the valley of I, oun t Zi on . 

The lAnd sloped less steeply. rhe water was trapped i n e rocky plece 

in the northwestern corner of t1e round valley. Above the water , to 

tne west of it And with the gen tlest of grades , was a wi de stretch 

of l and . 
end welit 

Davi d hurried a ead of SFrAh ; he cli mbed the rocks/.t•x«iJUtX.K 

across to the fl8t land And disappeered into tne bush. Ser h sat in 

tne sun, on tne e dge of the water , re sting nd waiti ng. 'hey hPd 

foun d their pl ace and her min wa · at eese. The only noise e.s the 

sound of tne birds, loud in the nenrby bu hes rnu t e sound of water . 

J.'hen she heard th~ wish and clang of DAvi d!l s m ohete. 

"I foun a the s pot, ' he called. "Con1e see!" 

Sne made sure t eir bel ngin ·s were ecure; ch pped some bush 

to cover them , t1en crosse d the rock wall Above the water to 'oin 

DAvid,I ana se the spot " ~re they oul d r e their h ie . en she 

1=1w it she reRlised he uad r ILeII,be ed her privPte pl ace at r ount Zion. 
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The hill, of every hard , very dark slatey rock, ro se sheer 

behi nd tne wall a l ong whi ch she had walked to get to him. And where 

DPvi d wes the rock CAVed inward , maki ng a naturBl shelter, as had 

been hers when tney were at Mount Zion. But the l and here was differ 

running easily nd gentl y down t.b. the water , some fif t y yards away; 

shallow at the 1rnd ' s end, deepest w~ere it met the rock wall. 
~p,~ 

"Here, 11 Davi d said, turn i ng Lin the small area he had cleared. 

"Yes! Davi d , yes!" She wanted to hug him and make love to . 
h · , any we.y to pl ease him. "Yes , DAvi d!" '.rhen she ra ised her 

macnete and swung at t he bush . She woul d pl ease him! She woul d help 

him clear the l and! They would work together; she woul d hel p him as 

another man, to hB s ten t he work and lighten the task. Tomorrow she 

woul d go back to woman 's work; today she woul d work like 'a man . She 

,svung her ~Achete again, 811 her ache s and pa in s and wearin e ss 

forgotten fo r the mo ent . Then she c aught the rhythm of the singing 

~ound of Dnvid' s machete and t ried t o pace herself by it. At fi1 st 

she tried to match him two strokes for one, but i t was t oo much and 

she would not be abl e to .keep up for long; so she adjusted it. Three 

strokes from Dnvi d ru1d she joi ned him on the fourth . One, two, t hree, 

then four! They worked stePdily for neArl y two hours . They bypassed 

the huge trees, c l earing only the un dergrowth ; and becPu~e it was 

vi rgin l and , the undergrowth, except at the very fertile spots a t 

thew ter •s edge, was comperati ve l y light . So tney cleBred a good 

stretch of land, making i t possible to live and move x:.tka and work 

and ow f'ood between t he huge trees. Later , Dr,vi d would fell ·some 

of the bi gger trees to use for building a proper hoe and to clear 

more oft" e lan d. For t he nre s ent what t hey had done was enough, a 

good beginning. ie~ey built t heir fmrs t hut between three tall 
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the sheer rock wall she l teri ng it on the 

t rees , /.tka:x.ak11: X%a2kxw i:i:x.:fxrrin:gx.tk i:xxmt.tx &K west fro whi ch 

no prev ilin r wi nd t hreat ened
1
; the s lope of the 1 n d protec ting ,. J' 

t ~ fro the north and the s outh ; and the pen i ng fac ing e Rst ; nd 

the wat r wa~ nearby. 

hen they ad done lJ.-vi d and S r ah went d eper i to t he bush , 

· and returned with huge pile s of lea:£' end bush end bflrk . Some· of the 

he~ling l e~ves ~PVi d we tted and\ n pad aro d Sarah ' a t 'rn and 

bli stered end broken ha di Then ~hey ate w t r e a i ned of t e food 

! aria hAd given them , th n, too , orn out for anythi l)g e lse , they 

lay do in their shelter and lept. They di d not heer i t when the 

r i n c,=i e; they did not know it when the ra i n stopped . They slept 

tf1rough it a ll , werm , y , worn-ou t ; they had found their pl c e , ade 

their home . 
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-c2 W , .. 111.zH 1 
( ' GZ1 .2,a:.1 
l~ I • 

Srr son srt on tne highe s t oint of oun t Zi on, on one •of t he 
enor ous 

huge fragments of t•e/im:~lll ro ck tini.e an d t e ele ens ha r ipped 

to pi e.ces . . He ew now that p r t 0f thAt r i pping up process mus t 

h, ve b en lightning . Thi:.J high hill was a. place of lightning; he 

had seen the lightn ing t work up here ; he had seen i t strike de 

a huge and Ancien ~ tree like a flEshing swerd of f i re . f i e had been 
hi ne~r-bl ack skin 

kind to rw son. Ii s fpceft. h d l ost its gAun tne ss, /nxxma•~ glowed 
· abunarnt 

with th goo d hea l th wni ch come s of/pa1ua nou.1 ishment; even the scA 

on his body seeme d softened an reduce d by time. ~ ye rs had 

passed since their coming to tne valley of l'Y, oun t Zion ; good yeFirs 

tney h d been . On ly the casting out of Davi d and S8rAh w s the 

pFl ... nful blemish o{\ these yeRrs. But Noname , grown t o youn g n.anhood 
l)~o.Jc;.~ ... 

now, haa found l~ in one of his wanderings and hf.ld reported that 

they were well, in Fl good pl ace with water nnd had bred three 

children with one on the way. One day , Srmson ma«±••• told h. self 

again, he woul d go to t hem ~na give them P chance t om ke their 

pi Ace; wha t was done had to be done. Pri w s right about thA t •••• 

¥e s, he had been right. I t wa s the f eint, small, distan t movemen t of 

peopl e he had seen in the fir st light of morning . l'h e t h ad impelled 

hi m to climb to thi poin t so eArly in ~he morning? What hBd m de 

lrst night so restless? A foreboding of this? Soon, no w, soon es he 

can s ee them more clePrly, can make out who or what they are , he 

woul a h~ve to hurry down to join the others a t the spot where the 
t . 

edven t age would be with them if they h d to fi~ht ••• If we hPve to 

figh t ••• If WP have to fi 6ht ••• He knew .t he others were in t eir 

appointed pl ~ l y the 
gu rding t he · little 

younge st girl was .bPck 
~"-"I':.. 

children, age s l e~ween 

et the settlement 
~ 

i;bFe& yerirs an d 
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nine mo;µhEJi , thn t they 
-J. lf-..eX.. 

seoond l JePrs . Semson h 

Flo hRd d tins, a 

71 

hnd force-bred mostly in the f i r st and 

d f ther ll tnree of 1rri a ' s children; 

dy nd a gir.1. fo ... h i m shortly after MP i e ' 

f i rst c i ctfp . Then Vi e, ho coul d not pee , had become pArt of 

rr i a ' s house old anu 12rin ad encoureged him to breed er and a 
~ 

C tild hp,d been born for each of the l tnree yeors. Bell: had bre d him 

e girl as loud e her s lf. And big lary a bred him/~- Big l ny 

had been youn~ nd difficult and unskilled and flPr i a had t he lp nd 
sevente en ~~ ~~ 

fore - them both . So t en o tne/ ~x£~RIIX children were- M-8-. 

JonRs h d then t eken over Bell and Bi g I ?ry as his women and 

.triey h e ch born hi m t wo children and were now each car ryin • And 
~""""'~ 

ab she n d done for lhi:nr, Flo h. d bred twins for Joe the f irst tie , 

and a s in ~l e one the s econd time and was now s o big it look d like 

she was going to have two more for Joe the third t ime . Ins t e~d of 

ying , as rnri ri had expected, Joe grew stronger and le s f ace ty with 

h i s chat. Onl y Little ary h d not ye t r ee che d the t i rr.e for breeding 

There had been a small fuss between Srm on Bnd Jonas o e 

Ii Ar i a . After t he fi r s t breeding JonAs had wan t d MEiri a to oTe in 

with him, h, d even tried t o force her, and Somson, seeing it, struck 

him t o t he ground . Bu t tha t was a long time ago . Mrri a ha expl ained 
~~ 

t o :ti,a:m how it had come ebout, that she had mae1e Jon as think she woul d 
. ~ 

go to him Pf'ter the first bre·e d.,,because she did not know of her 
L-

feelings for Som GQn · t hen. '.rhe kn owledge t hat s he had onve o,' t hough t 

of being ano ther man 's "omen hRd weighed heavily on s. son for a 

long time. And tne lo s s of er to onother "t,o .J Lise, an h d ve i hed 

heavily on oni:is for- c- long t i me . Durin6 t het t i me tt.ere was a iba 

spirit between S"'n, son, the leea.er, nnd Jones, h i s ri ghthnn d ·rnn . So 

they ce sed eating together ~s a roup; nnd ince t he t~ne of eatin g 
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t ogether was Also the ti e of thinking together r:ind talking toge:ther 

and l nnn i ng i;ogether and fee ling ogether, all that we lost when 

they Ce 0 se ... to eat toge ,her . It l"sted a i;i me and then ari R put en 
One day 

end to i t . / When the ·women CFl!i10 to the cooki ng pl ece at the end of 

the dey ' · ork to collect the food to t ake to their huts the y foun n. . 

1 .riP h d n food; whon the women re~1rned to t ell the i ~ men, the 
~ ~ 

menJ\}nd the children 11 came to the cooking plPce t o f in d out whP t 

hrid gone :rong. · ric wa5 +.':!d t ill rill the nngr y , hungry oice s were 

s t,ille d , the she s okc to them of her own anger. 
I 

. y should she 

-crook for nll of then, r:iind the chi dren for 11 of them , if they are 

no onger on e ferr,i ly, if they. no long~r shrire words tmd feelings wi th 

eoch otheJ She re in ded th m of how his h d come < bout. She 

remin ded 1;h , they had cas t out .ur-ivi d and Seroh to ensure the unity 

nd the grow t h of the family tree. If branch keeps breaking awoy 

.from br~nch s oon the ste nnd the root wold die . I f t h8 t i s what 
• 

they wan-c then t .tey had el be tter separate . She would co ok only for 

S,=,mson Pnd -t.1-:1.e children that were s--- !SOn' s. Spn: son a one vould have 
A1fl. Ls · 

to work the fields to provi de for her _ and L..!Mf'r children; and each nian 

wotild have ·to work a lone to provi de for the women nd children who 

~re h is~ -nd each woman for the men and children 
l.-1. 

who are her~. 

11 There . wi ll be no morning sport to c lear thel:n d make the work easier; 

no one to he l p a n br in& down the tough ol d trees. E.- ch a lone. Is 

that whA t you wen t? " 

It was then that S3mson and on as looke d et.ePoh other Pnd the 

ger l ef'"'G .J,.hem ••• Bu t whPt would it riave been like if they h Pd w 
seporated nnd_ eac.n family Lgon c its own w y? ••• If he/- ahd MPri P and 

th lit le children were alone and those he WRs no wetching were 

oo ing, as t hey now are , ;hnt 'uld they have one? •••• 

those · who v.-ere co i ng were now near enou uh for h i to a.Ke out 
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-i n di vidua l f i gures . It looked l i ke three peo.c l e And st:rin of 

animals. One ani mal, t11e bigger , leading and with some one on its 

back , t.t1e two -S1Laller an i ma l s , elso c rry-i ng pe p l e , then three 

of tne. SL10ll er an i mnls, cerrJing p!'.)cks . 

aruso left h i s l oo·k-ou t po i nt enu hw--ried~down the hillside 

to · in tne others . They were in to the y sei::i::Jon , rld pe ches o:f 

the hillJi de lend that they hnd le red I,..~ fi r e, looked bare and 

dry. Underfoot the path h, d been e firm , easy anu with no :,row th 

after ong ano. re u l ar u se . S Srim on could rnove;:! with :;;peed and 

e se . The hills about ount Zio now , and the valleys into ~hich 
-c--.. 

they f lowed , were c earl y ma.r.e d with many such foot~pe~hs used 

reb,ul 1:1rl y NH by the little commun i y;Jhe section of hills i de neer 

the settleri ent from v,hich t.tey i co l ecteu. the wood for cooking and for 

wer th duri ng the co l d se .... son was a bare pBtch of rock~ich grew 

bi gge~ nd b i gger with the p sage of t i ,e . hach tillie the heavy rain 

~ 
Pme the topsoil on the bared :p~tch w s v,ashl:fl'g dov.n wi th the wA. ter 

that flowed .i nto the pool down in the v lley • 
. 

Breathing slightly t1Prder bec~use of h i s greBter weight, Sam so 

c ame h t th r . d It . t t . 11 ow ere he o ers w,aite. wa a po1n a which on e va ey 

ed in to another; narrow, wi th the hills sep .ca t i ng tne two valleys 

becomi ng gentl y s lopi ng l edge s overlook ing the n.ssegeway. oe, still 

very skinny but n.ucri l e ss Sf111.ow and more wiry-looKing now , fl n.ked 

by .ari a and his om Flo, .• as in c ommHnd of one ledge . A huge mound 

of rocks, pBcked .:;o ~ ~ cou l d easi ly be relea.Jed as en aval r nche , 

was his main weP.pon . And each of t iet:. };).ad_ n worn-dov,n bu t razor shfl p 
~ \--1'---, ~ c-J Sf~ to 

machete . onas , le ii h i s women Belle r:-indJ:fg LPry and tlie mute Vi J 

fi·om 1: erie ' s h useho l d , were t:. • ili:irly errn an po i t i ol.-' o .... r.,son s topp 

i n t he p~ ·srgeway ir .. r.ediP t e l y bel o\; tne two l edge s. '.l'hc peopl e on- the 
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l dge s wer~ not v i 

quie t, soft-spoken 

i ble . "b~ voi ce 1·0s e sof l y , , t t ho l e e l of 
Sound car r i e s in tJ.~ese v lle;s : 

convers rti on "J.1e:1 c o, i ng ... oon no, . Io t hre e 

et the here . ou know wnPt fe do ·xx5t i f i s 

troubl e ••• " 

hi i I I C'tirtrl. whisper~ 

in h3 

'ri r, anxi ous for him , ~lll 

"T ke Pre , you he • t \ 11 

I' rted n i Pll over; a gentle 

. ' ~~- l eaned , lJ.ri l f- Pt on ro ck 
e t 

d , body Bno in d/ full ler t-, 'II 

sr ile p soed 

outcroppi ng , 

i t ing . 

The bet pArt of an h our p8ssed. They L\ited 

ver hiu fac e . 

she p rnr. chete 

, part of the s i l ent l ands ~pe, As obliv iou8 ~ time 

i n silent pF.l tien 

:;; wer e these 

h i s fn< VP l ley trer e l ve s. Te s un burne d h t on the ry l Pn d . 

'here was r, S . .tarp dryn e ss to the e i r . No bree ze ble • '£he the 

s tr- r1ger s t oppeci. the r i dee 1 di ng ut o:.. the lower vr lley and er:-_ e 

fu l 'f i nto :::d 
~ 

li t : Lon e on t 1e b i g n imal .Lending tne way . A ule , 

S!'rr, oO tlought , p b i g ri.ul e; the others, sr. All donk6ys . he t.r,..re e 

peopl e r ll ore brond- bri ,ed str wha t s whi ch shF1ded·tnei r fp c e s 

frozr, he hoL sun ••• hy hAdn ' t we thought of "tha t, SAmson wondered . 

Inste~d of usi ng lesve 8nd Wi b S to c over our heeds , weovin g dr y gr~ s 

anc ·trP.w ••• 131,.. t in.., i de he knew why they , why he, h d not t hought o f 

i t . 11 the t i ngs .tx .t which r enin ded h i m of t .tie days of hi s bondf1ge 

h 0 d 'teen wi ped ou t of his min d . -ie , Bnd they, h,.,d. never t e lked of 
w~ 

wl at had lwppene: do n ther on the ple i nd where they ~ slPv e s. 

hey h d wi pe tho s e dPys nd yesr s f r om their c on s cjousne ss ~ the 

r ~i1 .,. i pe s out per s on' s nwrks i n the s, nd . They h d l ived , they 

hea bebaved, n ne peopl e , f ree peopl e , f i rrr l y sup r esBi ng ~ny 

coll c tion of Fl tim8 of ni h .1nre ... o\ , the com ing of tie :::.e i:) tr n g 
~ 

f orced ~ o reme ber they had been r;ve s who haL. run c ~ r y ••• .ft nd 
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l r> e s c n be rcturne to t 1ei r 1 11 , t er s , nu o th i r s t ers' drivers 

an . slAve s c~n be punii:;he'd ••• The car on : niGon ' v bo y c r e rilive 

nn tr e OP e 
hill rmd 

nd t rAn quili ty he had known in these qui e t /.vP lle;r 
J~ ~ 1:5~ 

~ cl le meu, r i s, .nd the t hr eats, lof t he pp t l podses sed l f t h i m 

h i rr •.• , i th ~huge ne t of will he brou lrht the:rr1 a ll under c n trol ••• This 

t· e , he knew , he woul d ctie rnther than be t8 ·en i nto s l Pvery a in •• 

Now the stran gers had re ched the bott o~ of the sh, llo v VPll ey 

and wer e cliwbi n the s l i •h tly s l opi ng l ond up to the p~ sst1 gewFy 

to the next Vfl lle waere S rr.son Fln d t e others WFli t ed . /m d 3f1I:' s on , 

end t he others from their wai t i ne plnces , c ould see the peopl e c le r l 

.n And two wo.en ; A mul e end f i ve donAeys . fhi c tney oul d h n dl e 

wha t ever else had t o c ome la t er , tnis the coul d de l wi•h: 

and two wo en an d their anima l s - and bl ck s e ••• 

m n, 

Samson mov ed i nto t he middl e oft e nnrrow pethw 3 , showin i 

hims elf, nd ~aited. When they c ~me within celling di ~t~n c e the an 
, 

on the ule r aised his r i ght t:irrr·, hif:> an i 1:!" l s c,me to 

".orni ng , bredda," he c Plled in a huBky oi ce . 

'.rhe sun hnd :Pfl sse ·d t he high poin t of orni ng. 

stop. 

11 .orning , " Snn,son CPlled , e que s t i on mork in h i l::l voice . 

"We c ome in peflce , " t he nan S P i d . 11 The an i rna l SP Y t here i s 

wa ter in t he s e hills. " 

"I t smell our water , " Srrrson cRll d bac k . "'.I:hi a is Ollr land. " 

"Then gi v.e us t o drink and ·e will move on ; we will pey you 

in re t urn. " 

"Then come, " SBmson Cf:l lled , rel~xed a little now, but · s till on 
ap ror ch of tne 

gu:=i r d., watchi ng t helr.ien flnd two on en and t neir an i mn l s . I t would be 

good t o hAve anim~ l s like tho s e •• P.erhaps t hey coul d exchnnge i xmx:x 

some of t he i r corn for one of' those. 
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he Jrn on t1e rue pul e up a ~ew y,rds f1 ... am s on ~n d 

dismo t cd. .. i was s1 a ll, i ry , very bl f~ck , wi 'h a lined l fq ce 

nd strong youn ~n • o b dy . S n s on owere Ter h i • ~,..w , t h a 

other CPme dov fr i t eir d ed to sur oun an xm. ine t he :at 

B -r· ngers . •r1 e t c wo en were nuc yo ger tl "n t 1e .~ ; on i n 

her l Pte twenti e s, he other in er i dl t eens . , 

ber t, " e man S"'i • " ~ 1en I v,F.ls a l ave 

the on e tho ovvneJ. ,e' an t le I he tured vvi t h h i he, the 
' 

w ,en ,1 "w~ nn·ed . r . ll,gl ey; so -fm obert agl ey, and tni ne , 

in dic ' 1 tin~ t he e l er we.an, "i~ .i:e a Agl ey , ,mu -c a 0 e i "liza 

"'gley. II 

., 

Sa:.., s n wen~ oug. the ri f l f ·ntro ~cing hi pe pl, in 

order of ' tus in the o lID i ty . He ended: "So i::i ~ t ,r · you mn t. 

Then whn t . ,here you · ing? 11 

Jo~o t hi ng . t e ~n had r i 
~ 

bother ~ on r , o he cut i n : 11 

you get nwf"y?" ~ 1 1fe 

' Then you don ' t 

oked pointedl y at the l o1en do key . 

o · , I! tl e mon sr- i d . 

"Wh t?" I \,a s r chor u ftiCESL1a1a:c1 o vo i ces . 

V 

11 l Pvcry done, 1 the en ca l ed .r ber sr id c;,ui E:. t l y . "Lo e 11 any 

months now; - ne~rl y"' ye . " He 1 o ke· up 1 .to r ~son' s eyes . ": o 

run away hr-s to fear eg!hlhn. I t ' ell don e . , Bny peopl e Are movin g into 

the hills . fter the ngl ish Tri ng fre e us they nsk us l,o stey on the 

esta t es end on the pl~i ns en work form ney RS fr e peopl e an l ePrn 

e tr de: so e gree to s t Py; ~ t more l e ve Pn 

"Fe true?\\ " ,;;1ri a wh~.s,ered i n . ender . 

go i ntC" t e h ill •\\" 

Flo r er. e .. bere <l tha t f ir t c '1 i ld t hey hP-u. tt':'ken fro 'er ; h er 

ey s fille d wi t h t ~r-r. 

"So nobody c n tAke us beck , " Jon i:>s S"' i d . 

· "Nobody, " . the 1,. SP. id. Th en he . ile d at Jon a s. " I took t he se 
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things from tn~ pl ~ce of t . .1.e gl e w o h d been our me ster. They 

rnpt u orking a~ slq s form ny months ~fter the i ng m~de us 
' 

free. ~hen we found out Bbou t it them n nd his dri ver ron awey 

and left us; and the laves t ook w t t ney anted fro the ol a ce 
t hree l a8 t o erve; 

to pay for whAt had been done. 
an iwc l ti nn d things 

e/were the/houseslPvesj we took 

these/and deci aed to find a xax l ace in t he hills. 1here ere many 

moving i nto tne hills and some will re? ch here soon. No you .kn ow. " 

11 It over I" Joe exclaimed. "It over! I can visit J.{ings ton n ow I 

They l ooked et ~Ach other wonderm ent; they e~br ced e8ch 

other; they laughed Pnd t he cried Pll At the SP-me time. 1~ey had 

been fre e for more t han ~ ye!")rs new; but i t h d been a ~ 
~ 

freedom , stolen freedo i!ol? 1 .. b;i.gh.. r ecapture nd pun i shment 
-pc,-.s~ • . 

lways e<vsiup1 esen t "po-ssibilitios. While they were· runawAy sl veu 

those, both bl ~cx and white , who treed in the c pture nd return of 

runawey slPves , were 8 constPnt threat . Every time there were sign s 

f the appePrP.nce or the ppro~ch of strangers, they were conscious 

of this donger, and. tney were fi lled wi th feRr rind C\foreboding . Thi ·s 
~ "\) 

was why they had tried to blot out of their win ds , Ltheir memories, 

all thet n d happen e d to them before tney escRped to t his pl ace . Now 

tne threat of t he r eturn to thnt pPst was over; n w, at l 8s t , they 

were free t o ren,ember the pain , tne humiliation, t he degrada tion. 

"I will never go down there, 11 s~IH son said hPrshl • "Neverl" 

It will come out now, pri P told herself ; it will come out an 
0... 

he will be at peBce and we will h~ve L5 ood li fe in the valley of 

~fount Zion. Aloud , she SPi d: "v me, l et us go home . Let us we com e 

t e strangers and give them weter to wash end drink . And tonignt we 

wmll h~ve n feas t to our freedom! Come . i 

fhey l ed t he strangers over the hill 
to tneir home . 

And thro gl the valleys 
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SPmson, Jonns ~nd Joe got g oriousl y drunk that night. ~rri e ' 

brew h~d been fer enting in the wcrm earth 6fr a long t i me . Now it 

v.en t to r-ill their heads in cclebr t ion of t=-1n e anc i petion that 'tv s 

elready more than a yeer ol d . Ev,rybo<ly was loud, t1, ,y , har:>py . 

After 8 few drinks even the subdued strAn~ers,for whom emancip tion 

wes no news , joineo in the he8dy ce ebrPti on . They tolted at the 

top of tneir voices; they ernbrriced eech ther; they feristed prodigiou 
_ and vegetables, , 

ly on rv,PriA ' s dumpling/which , thi s night, ~ as accompanied by pi e c es 
~~ 

of fFt~lPt~d) pork - corned por~ - contrmbmted by.the stranger s. 

: t f i rst t he talk ha. ... been subdued as the str:?nger·, Iiobert 

I3P :rl ey, told. them of 11 t11e t .bad happen ad and. of which they vvere 

i 6norent • • • T1e ereAt sl2ve rising in the west; the hunting and the 

killing of tne slaves• \\ lhe drying u p of the r i ches of the slpve 

m&ster • \ \ .11he owing nur.. bers of those they c e lled the Free Coloured~ 

and :tu fil/l' the free slaves even before the Kini; freed Pll the s f-!ves . 

But it was hr->rd to be E:ierious for l on g . 'lhis was t,1e nignt of f reedom 

o more fePring; no more Wei ting for the ~ilitiP or the hunters ••• 

80 they drFnk nd shouted and sang for i nto the night~ Then , 

bec~use it w s a W8rm cle~r night, bright ass day when there is no 

sun , en r1 becr,use tne/ were free, they fell alseep one by one, here 

they were , stretchffi out nnd lyti:.ng in a wide circ le around the 
unaer the big mo on ~nu under the stars. slept 

eriting plr-ice/ On l y the Cllildren, and Fl fev, of t.ne women/in the hu ts 

on that fircit ni6ht o f their knoil.'.edge that slPvery w?s over. 
7. , 

J,;. r l J t e next n,orn i ng they car. e to6 e ther , t ill c ut;h t u p in 
~ . 

the ~oncler of their Lfroe o , end pl ned for t ... e fiys uead . As u sur~ l 

· rif' gu i ded. t.ne pl r--nn i ng , cl .. ys .u1eking i t so u like :J~ isqn' s 

pl rmning rn looking to J onr s for support whenever some rr.ri tter \\,· s 

in doubt. Ana so , while tney urPnk t heir bush ten, tDey agre e th~t 
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they woul d continue to work the imd in COD.JI.on, ohRring the rewe r ds 

cf the i r l.f)bour es they h d dc:n e in t he past. S"Ii son woul d. continu e 

t o be the eader , .. E 1 i f' woul d continue to be "the Dlott.er of t he 

community. ~ut now there was no need to Fi l ways be together f or their 

D, fcty and protection ; l) O need to alvveys be on the alert in c 11se 

t11ey h r> d to tendon thi s pl Pce quickly to seek another . 1'hi s 11:a1e plec 

n ow , wcu l d be that perI.1,rrnent honlO Mr rif ha.d talked er d drean. of f or 

t.iiem And for t .eir cnildren r~nd their children • s c nildren un to t he 
, hu ts · 

5·enerntions yet to be born. 8 now , instead of/kam:a:s , they woul d 

buil d hofues thet 8re strong and l aating; they woul d feel tree s an d 

ut oton es ••• }nu they woul d build a pl ece of v.orhsi p , .,.::-ri fl suggested 

tenF ti vely . ~ut the .r .. srdness in Srruson 0gP i nst Bnyt.hing connecte d 

vvi th tho1;:,e v,no h.,d enslave them was so stron g , , Kr->r i P' s sugge stion 

PS lefi; "to di e .i~ ~ -h man ar.d the peop e of his househol d would 

choose a pi ece. of/on Hh i ch t o build a house and with enough yardspt:ic 

to gr.ow family fo o d . the rest of the land they woul d 

Sr ~son would be the firs t to choose his l and and h is 

""'-~~~ 
½ork L s before. 

hoose would be 

t e fir'st built ; then on as; t h en Joe; an d r◄ an ame now, ms big enough 

for his mRnhood, t oo, to be recognise and !'or n i m ·to have h is own 

houae. So it wA. ::; agre e d a11d t.t.ey didperbed to do t11e d~y • s work. 

hobe.rt J.ic6 l ey J1 d trought many vvon drous things: f' dozen new 
sever9l r ammersl 

- che t es , ha l f a dozen axes, , four di gging bBrs, /t-wo rol s of v,ire, 

s everal pliers r=ind two sr,. E" ll c aokets of nAils. Ther e were, too, 

severRl b, l es of the heAvy cqnvas-type a~eri a l ou t of ~nich slPve 

clot.tie s n,:-1 'd been mEH1e. '.J.'h wor.1en nad brought a ll the alallll'.lilllll.RK clo thin 

tl'.leJ i'l.Fu fnunp _in tht3 abor>ndoneu slAve £raster ' .:1 house . 
,._- t ~~~ ~~ 7 Ov~~ A0'bo:r:- t BP~ley joinell Srini son, Jonas and Joe, n..., t ney cli bed the 

sloping l Pnd l eAdin~ to tne big t ~ll trees above the deepes t end of 
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t he pool. 8gl ey WPS not used tot.is type of terr~in, n ot used to 
C i 

w lk~ grePt aistanc es as e8si l y "'Ild qui ckly • s these en. He kept 

fR lling back 1=1nd then having Lo run to CP tch up . ',hen t hey rer-i hed 

~~lace he was out of breat h an sv.eP ti:ng .. rofuse y , c he sa t 111m 
~ 

on the groun d , nis new, unuued , u.nsha pene r- ch te ·tie side h i .n , An d 

watched them fe ll one ,_ two , three , lor 6 e o l tre s be:(or . t.bey 

pe.used for breath. J:!y then he haa recoverJ.. 

work . " 

''Sorry I ' m not .1elping11 r- gley sP· • 11 .hot used to uhis k in of 

11 S 1 a llright, " SA1Lson sJiled &~ him. 

"fou' 11 l earn. 11 oe was f1·iena.ly, l" a.Jsu.ring. 

"T!".lke time for body to ge t used t o this work , " on~ s pu t in. 

lhen they r e turne d to their c11oppin g , ain.l in 11e s;,nce o f 

something a little over an hou:r· of steady, rhythluic ch oppi ng, t hey 

brought down three more enormous tr~e s. agl ey as f lly re s ted by 

now and he tried his han d at a suPller tr~ e. 

"l;.t need to sherpen, ' Joe e.. vi::,eb.. 11 Fi n · n hGrd rock s t one Pn d 
I ltlP- , 

rub se. " J!emonstr e t ed . 

, "CPn we stay wi th you '?" B.- g l ey b u e d ~ out ouddenly) ~ 

star\!'cf)at Samson . 'Gi ve Uti A pi eca of Pnd and <'e wil l g i ve you 

ha l f of \ hat we have." 

Srirnson ~trt=i i gh ene uy . 'Hnl f the ru ·mFJl ?" 

"ie s, 11 B~gl ey SFl i d . 

" he big one in it?" 

11 1he mule '? Yes , ,,H:os s~rut:ion; b· t 1 t oes ' t suit you . ''he· 1ule 

c an 't bre e d . e have two ·r--i c .1ts n tL e ·onnies; t1ey ·ill bree . " 

"".e ,:rnrJre t.n.ings nere , 11 una.::l said quietl y , ''jou hcri rd. Every• 

thing." 
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11 Every t h i ng? 11 a 5 1ey sounued wo:r·r i ed ~n ..... uneertnin. 

onr.>s l ooAed quich l ,f from Ser. ;;:;on to Joe, n i L> .. mddenly 
whi ch 

twinkling eyes t elegr8phin D rressAge/.w:.i::tk both pi cked u p . 

11 :r:ve:ry t hing. ,: t1 onfls s oun ded very solemn now . 

BP ·l ey hesita ted for fl l ong time: "Tne women?" 

"Tl1e women , too, " Jon s s?id . 

UPgl ey seFJrched the ground, h i ::, head m1aying from side to 

side P.S t hough look in g for some srre l l specific pobjec t. 

"The women , " rgl ey srid softly . He looked up at the clear 

cloudless morning sky, n ot · see ing t.6 soli tAry Joim Crow , far up, 

f loFiti ng on a ir wi th effortl et:is brB ce. 1 ..Vhen we mu~t l eave . " 13 .... g l ey ' 

voict" was heFlvy witn depression. He hFd so much w:=i:nte d to stay 

ilere . 1'here h:=i d been a strong sense of 6oodries s an seouri t y am ong 

these people : domethi l; -taey hr c. not found i n eny of tne other group 

t hey nau en c0unter ed n their journey. low they wou l d hAve t o l eAve 

B;;s in. An ct such a trFinLiuil ol Ace t11is v, n s . 

"llecnuse of the wo11,en?" ..;m i:iou Asked qui etly , Jona s' humour 

forgotten, hie min d on DPvi d end ~PrPh . 

11 Ye s," Brigle;v s id, t,etting u_p ancl tu.rn i ne.; t o 'Mllk down to 

the huts . "I promise d then1 I ould not let any 11,Qn for ce them aga in. 
t 
l':, 

Por the tnat .ii{,8lt3 freedom." 

"And you v; i ll f i ght for them? .. Jonas was serioucl y curious. 

"If I mu t, " "gl e,v repl i ed and begrm to ws.l .K ewey . 

"Weit." Sr-m s on sPid. "You can stay i f the others agree . " 

Bagley p~usea and looked bPC.k: Rt the big man . 11 And the women ? 

"Tl1Pt your business, ' •s son sPid. "JonAs just running f1 joke 

"Yes , " JonAs sR i d . 

"Not a goo d J
0

oke , 11 13::-nl ey s"_ 1·d, 
t:) c hurryi ng awey . 

UWI L
ibr

ary



82 

"Bredda Bl7gley! " Jonas called 

11.lViek hi m go, ' Snmson said,, wA tching the little man 's quick 

movement down .h.e hillside, trying to read a message from the flow 

of the movement. 

"Him vex," Joe srid casually . 

"But hi stay," SPnson st=iid. Then added : "If 'he egree · l\" 

"Ye s, hi m stf!y, 0 Joe s~id. 

onas fe lt he had misread the ittle man , gone wrong somewhe~ 

"Why him so vea?'Juot becaus e me run joke?" 

''BecPu se him fri ghten, " Joe sai d. "A man donn like to be 

frighten ed . ' 

"But he ' o no oo ard , If J ont= s murmured. 

One of SP son's very rare smiles flitted ecfress his fa ce . 
~~ 

"That ' s why ~ frigh ten, br edda Jonas . ' 

They return9 t o the task of fe lling trees, working steadily, 

silently, methodi cally-("'pausing nly occasilonaJ.l.y for a bri ef silent 
• 

peri od of· rest, then returning to the task in hAnd . 

~ >- · 
BF.Jgl ey ~ d 1AriA amon~ her cooki ng po ts as .sno prepAr d 

comniW1al meal. His own female compr-inions s~ e:tn to e.ve lippe 

I 

cl.~" A. ma.in 

into the commW1 i ty re~tine. Lena has gone off t o the fie l ds wtt h t e 
~ 

other women . Eli za had join Li ttl e 'rry in ta.king care of the large 

brood of littl e childr en; the voices of the cnildr n at pl ay carried 

clear tnrough the va lley from a point far do to the left in the 

bottom of the valley where the li ttle r i ver flowed shallowl y toward 
• from the steepl y 

the deep pool. }"'rom the right,/xtmx2x~k2xax sloping l and above the 

pool, came the equally cle r sound of the methodica l thud of nietal 

agr:iinst hPrd wood as the men fel l ed the trees. 
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e community had, oyer the years, turned both the cooking 
a with~ h thBt 

pl E1C and the eati ng pl Rce i nto/comfortabl e s.i.1e l 
d roof on~o s 

area • 1'hei 
ccommod 

enough to/••• e t i gg p ce ,now , nna one l ong communa l table - long 

all the adults comfortP.bl y and ~he children crammed t ogether - and 
long 

row of/benches alon ~ bot,-i sides of the tAbl e •. Marie, now hRd a 

spe ial seat with back supports on whi ch she preside d ver her pots. 

he once-wil d hog's pen h~d been enl arge and enlFirged again as the 

first litter had gro and , by inbreedin g , produced litter sfte~ 

litter after li tter till the community was abundantl y rich in hog's 

mea t. 

it, as 

Anu just beyond the hogs' pen, and manured by the waste fro 
wild spi:mech,r, 

1 ari.a ' s lush .Id tchen g~ den of green vegotabl es;/ac id li t tle 
. ixxti• frame pumpkins . 

berry-lik 
and 

tomatoes, cho-cho on a/ ooden/prepared by Nonam9 ,Elx 

/ other edible greens end pulses cpr i ed by t e birds o:n the ~ tin d 
lde l ected 

and caref lly fs&cl/and -crpn1;3planted and nurtured by .11,ari a , assis t ed 
-t,~ 

'by Non8llle and Li ttle Mery , both of whom seemed to~obsurbe d uo e of 

.M Pri fl ' s own uncrnny fee l for f i nding edib e thin "8 and me.Ki ng them 

grow. 
--, 

B~gl ey drew ne0rer, slowed down and pau~ed hesita fn tly near 

the obviouJly busy wouqn • 

• 
11Eis-ter i1rrie ••• " He had quickl y realised thn t thi.3 one was 

key . "CAn I talK with you?" 

She l ooked up/ , a darting, bi rdlike f l ash of her eyes 

over his face , reading his eyes , rea i ng his mi nd , ten she looked 

down at her ~ork , bl ank , iti ng, her face an expressionless mask . 

, gley remembered how it ha a been when he had served those masters 

in the other days when you had to be a 

tna t t~ .. ey v1ould not noti ce your ·bl f'1 ck p 

their needs . 

blenk in the i r presence so 

ten e even hile you served 

l 
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"Did you talk with SPn:son? 11 

"Ye • And the other two ; onas and the one ce l led oe . " 

11 It i~ es they say," r ria SPid; " s ~Bmson s n,ys . He eads u s 

"And you are his woman, the mother of 

Vh~"'t is it , \t\ass r gley. I 

"I asKed h i m to et us stay.\\ " 

He pau e but bhe s~owed no rea c t i on. 

said we CAn ta.y i f the others agreed . " 

I! If Samson SP id so then it i s o. II 

"Jjlease . \\" 

hi.:1 chi l ctrc:1n . \' " 

' 
He felt for c ed to goJ n : 

rir toped work~ng , folded her ands in her ~app, turne d 

•her eye fully on .his face and wni ted . 
*~_t\Jr• 

..,till the bl ank n'lsk , ne ~ . k'l,,;;u:.e.14 . , 0 d , ~ e Sflid:"Jonr>s 
. you 

ran a joke about l ov,/oh re everythi ng , ever1 the wonien .\\, " 

Meri~ eyes cmr.e to l i fe; r: crooked smi le fl i tted Across her 

face . Then f:lhe ,. ~s bl nk fjgain . 

" ••• s:~mson srid tn t part was a joke . I went t o ask you •••• 11 

"'ihen we fi1 st c me here , 11 u ri~ ut i n , "We id not .kn ow 

~ow ong we would be qlone or i f anybody ,ould ever c o 
us 

ver done. So \ e agree to neke/,. new peopl e . ~\It v s a 

from nothi ng • • 4nd fll l the 'i.O en h d to beor c.. chi l d for 

OF if? 
beginning 

the .ie11der 

so his fami ly wou d. be i g and strong and oll the ther f ariilies 

wou d be part of h i s fa .ily .' 'nat i::i aon, now . 1e do not need your 

wo en . We are the faLii l y , all of us you f i nd here . If S"itson sP.y you 

cm stay , yo~ CP.n stay. But you are not pr-rt of th fa1 i l y; not pPr t 

of tho e of us who ca e ~oget er to find this pl ac and who are now 

. part of the le aer ' s feniilY•\\I that what you wanted from me . 11 

"Yes.t\And one ruoro thing. You yourse l f , wi ll. you l et_ us sta y 

"If S · .J on say . \ \ " 
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·ut you yours e l f},~ ' ..b1e in n insisted. 

d not 1mo , 'rri ::i Sc id co l dl y. "I o not ... .,,.now you m, f5>-(" 

your <\,wmen . I dC\ not · ow ih ~ t lti nd of p opl e you e. e . If the o ther 

s y you an tey I iill a cept i ti 
• 

11 Pl-3 se, , i5ter . I V ill not etay i ... you do not ay you wtm t u 

to stay. I v.. t us t st y h, e but it would be better for u not to 

tay i f you do not WAnt us he e . I h.n w the povver is with the men 

b t you a1·e the m ther of thi p l e anc1 the omen end th children, 

whi l e they re 

guided by yo 

o i n · ancl f , ·md even the L,en , wi a ll be 

i thou t wing . If you o not want us ·, they will feel 

i t i t ho t knowing why., · 

"You will respect 521ns n c .1 .,,ay ? 11 

"I will. We will.~\• ' 

11 d hi chi e ~t" 

"Anu hi~ cnil en . " ' he 1 n hesi ta ed. 1 Sis ter , J. am t i r e d 

and. n t very young end I need pl ece i ere we cen l i ve i pe ce. 

You know n t a ll those who are fre d are good or peaceful. I can 

see you are good peopl e here , nnd peaceful.\, " 

"You C"nno t e p ri. of our· fEmily . " 

"I know tha t. ' 

"An you will live by our rule even if you do not like t he? 

n- promise thEJ . I ,ill be l oyal to Sp son an _ will be l 0ya 
Cl 

o you who are l oy~l to S son . 

rerr a i ne 

ri returne to her work aruo g th cooki ng pot . Dtgl ey 

sE.:ated on the huge lo near the fire , ot no•,vin what mJre 

to say b t certain that i thout this wo n ' b easing i t wou d no 

be worthwhile ~heir putti n ovn c ts in this beau tifu an periceful 

pl --ce . . rir revie ved he ta l h. b tween hers elf and this stranger· 

,e went over it ai;ain !llJ d egtan, testing it, examinin~~or ny f{aw 
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that would how ups me. i du.e moti ve or tell her ore sbout t he 

er re·ell y went to stay ere for t e simple reaso n bave? 

elev ,r one, thi 9 a ruan w 10 thou rht c l car.:a..y arid ough to make 

frie ds w. er• h thou:.rht power and. inf.Luence were to be foun d. But 

i -th t o wrong? Is no th t p ~c · se l y what ohe herself had don e? 

d if he w nts to ro t0ct :did wo1.1k.n , · t , t o, no preciael y 

what >->A son would do or what he her elf woul d do for her man and 

hr chi dren and her household . 

'" 'hE t di e! you do down t e ~" she asked abruptly . 

:1: ese people don ' t ~~ to remember be i ng s l aves , n._ tol d h i ms 

u1 wa i n charge of the big hou e . I l ooked after thi ngs . " 

11 A li ·ttl • ena is bet er nt rea ing. " 

Cen she teach the hildren?'' 

'Yes . \, f.nd I can build thing rn4 s art i:i store later , when 

. more pe epl e ove to t;1i s a t of t ... e hill -. You ill ne d s ebody 

who c n manage t1 ... en. ,. 

Ile ' · rushi n ne n w, ryi ng t o 

push tLi ngs. 'I will talk wi~h S mclon about it, ' she s ~i d c ol dl y . 

"Pl ease l v now , I went to get on wi th the fo pd . " 

Begl ey rose to go ; "One more t hi ng , if I ~ey?" 
tt-~.s:\J· 

" l l ri ht; what?" · 'his is the main thi ng , N~ r i P i; e l a l:.'iil' Bt l :f! ; 

t e thin th twas at the back of h i s mi nd all the t i me . 

"V,hen the others c ome here and ask for land , how will ,:rou 

deal vi th them? , ill you just g i ve them l and i n return for half of 

what they have? Ano. hat if they have nothi nei?" 

MPria u.ppre Bed .... er excitement , her face more m sklike t hen 

ever . " hat shoul d r,e o? ,hPt id i n your mi nd?" 
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Ba l ey s~t down on the l og ,gai n~ _e woul not l ook et her 

now; would not do a ything to provoke her suspi cion or hostility. 

He picked up P l ong str?ight ~ti ck, l owered his eyes to the groun d 

and doodJed symetrica~l y on the dry 6ro~n d , nakin tl e outline s of 

a fenced-in pl9Ce with marher- o sand a house on P r~si ng. 

He sa i d: "I w s thin k i ng i t would be good for t e f mily to 

let the stronger s use the land i n retu n for what they call a ren t ; 
tney wi l l i.;i ve 

/ a porti on of what they ow every er p t i ~e; or r porti on of wha t 

they make. 1'his ·,ay they will ow the and i a not the i r s and they 

mu.d t p, y and go on payi ng to b on i t . li?i t. :Jo not a ·k ye t. i'lr i t 

till I h v done . What9ver a man ows P certa i n ~ ,_ount will come 

to the fPr.tily . Some of it can be stored; som-e con be carried down 

to Ki ngston to sell or to trade for the thinJ you 11ee d up here . 

1bis way SPmaon ' s power, the fruily ' s po er) ~i l l ren in •ond isrow 

stronger and you wi l l decid who .,nr how n ny peopl e can come here . 

Now osk . " 

"And you7" .. eria asked ooftl y . 

"If you let me, I will plo.n aud h.e p t1e records for you ; I 

· will keep the stores . ' 

"Like the driver?" 

"No; not l ike that • .;.Jil\.e the booh.-ke per of slavery dAys , bu t 

not robbi ng you for you yoursP. l f will be here to see . " 

"And why will you do this? Vhy for us? Why not for yours e l f?" 

~ow, at lPst he looked u, i ooke d strP i ght t the woman , 

llowi ng her to see the i rrat t i on on ~is fn c e and hea the i mpPti en c 

in hi s voi ce . "I ' m doing i t for myse l f , wo en ! t,on 't you· see tha t ! 

Look at me! C n I f in d a pl Pce like thi s by my~e l f , me and two women? 

C n I build· it up to this and tnen force others who ·come l ater t o 
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accept my r· l e s nd p y p rent. You nd our men, you ~nd your 

family, you n. e strong; you can m .ke others do as you w n t. " He 

rn ed hi a in a wide a c as though to embrace all the qui et 

lAndscape . 'We ade our journey to f ind a ~l ace like this for our­

selves , but w , ne m~ll man and two w ak women , we cannot do wha t 

you h ve done •\\" 
the 

u t they hqve done it, 1i --ri~ to l d herself; just/two of t hem. 

Her mind was sude.enly so full of D~vi d nd S,rah she did not 'hear 

Ll of BPgl ey ' s words. But no mnt t er, she un derstood h. now. She 

would 'let him stAy An she woul d u se him to strengthen SRmson and 

the fnmily . She woul d u se hi 1.: t:1r t brain s to serve their intere sts. 

Davi d end 3Prah ••• She had tne measure of this on e now: a sm~rt one 

with a big br~in, who can n things but not bol d enoug , with not 

enough hear t, for greAt ventures ••• ru ch make good servants and 
wn 

m nagers . They ere not to bP. feared for they hBVALsto ~ch~ for 

cnallenges to pow~r. He_woul d never take or try to take wha t 

~son 's. A li tt e ste~ling, perh8~s, ut no more. \ 

t he 

was 

a 7 l ey real i ed thew man • ~ ottention ad str yed . In s in c tiv 

l y, intuitive l y, he also reali sed th. t there PS now no longer need 

to go n talKi ng, persuPdi ng, p eading his c se . He was, ud enly, 

al solu tely certain that she woul d let tliem stay and that the _plan 

he· n d laid b~fore her was how it woul d be . ~~.Rre t sense of re lief 
·11r1~d 

and peAce t tl d on flgl ey ' f;:j spiri s. m/ cholte beck the tears of 

joy that came unbidden to hi eyes.~You muBt not show t ears in the 
a 

:presence of t i stern women; she 11vou d. not under tend· weeping 

rnan ••• He rose abruptl y and wa l Ked awAy toward tne hu t which h d been 

ssi gned to them. ~e mul e 0nd t onkey wer tethered and grazin 

e li tt e di st.-:ince ~ from that hut. All their precious goods ~nd 
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st~cked 

possess·ons were/Jxlaa i n a h i gh n eA t pile by tho entrance to the 

hu . In • he long j urn~Y. -~o
0 

this pl ace pr tee ting and safeguarding 
~~"1>~}~,._J. ~ 

t h ir 

their 

pouse~.:>ions hod lbeen Br>gl ey ' s ~l,!>r o cupP tion. Some of 

things hBd been stolen on the way whenever they encoun tered 

, o'ther people . At one poin t B gl ey a.nd the WO • n had o figh t off 

a would-be donkey thief. It es tnen tllat they were startl ed t o see 

the donKey i self, a big Jenny, · oin the -Pi gh t Rn d drop t,.1e 1wwul d-be 
\v i th 

thief/ oiJt a nef. t kick whi ch n.i s e h i s face but caugn t hin on the 

right shoul der . The tunne d thi ef sc an.ble d t o hi s :feet rind cuttl ed 
h i s 

awayi l eaving./ i f e, nchete arid P canv s bag f ~ od and othe 
e>J.­

things , L:robably stol en • 

But s i nce tney caJ!le to this ol ce he c d not been con erned ab01•. t 

the ecurity of their poss es ion: Th,se pe◊ple w uli not touc tn; i 

things . B·-gl ey bu l ed among th~ir thi ngs , un:JRC.tri ns s e , rearrangj 

thers , searching, unti he found t e long i fl tied i n its cBnv s 

cove!, ana thew oaen box · 0 eked with rifle bulle ts. He h Ould 
~ 

not ed this nov; it would be h i s :present to .... m:.son, and he woul d 
hore 

show Sam on how to use it . If only Lena w re/ ·i th im now; o 

to talk to and to tell of the lfiti ng oft e burden from ni piri t • 

A ool win d sprang up and ble 'I through the vall y , f i nding 

its wey throug the open· ngs i n the hills Vvnic 1 connec ed on e valley 

with · the llext . The ve eta i n, --alo g these wi nd pa c. g s , ,,u in · 

on tant moti n - tre s s eyed, leaves s himmere and dancJ. to t e 

soft whispering h i ss of the voice of· the wi d. And vhere the win d 

pass d the he.it of ile ury s al:3on bec a, ,e .more oler·.-- bl e , l Jss her h, 

esa sava ely dr J i ng. 

hen 11he sun uega to til t to the west rri ~ • fo od as read 

and he .- e;ed that it t i JU we' e fo the day ' a work to be done . They 
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will ell heve worked heme ves o t ~y own, ~spe irlly t ho s e do ing 

the hard phy i c<il work. he fe l i n of tne tJ. ee~, the c l earing of 

the bush, the turning of h~rd drys The li 6 hter Nork whi ch took 

less o·f the body ' strengt h oul tl be- su..,ta i ned for n,uc 1 longer . Ii t 

the hard v,ork i is wi e , ~ti~ ~fficien , uO pt a ~i ~fer ent aeasur 
oo d ··rnrkin.o- i n , 

ment on time . / .R th n ,i.1 :no ttie num er of h urs s ir..an rnrks bu t 

the mr.ount of or.K ·he ·etb d ne 1 · 1e t str ngth an the will re 

still i n h i m. fter t .n t , ef:fo1 c hard ·;or is a thi n..,) of 

di mi nishing return s , ~ w ste of both 8 IuEl 1 ' i me and hi s body . 

r r i a ook the sm 11 h rn th t mn fro t he po t ne res t 

her sent . :,he put i t to her lips and let ut .... C .ke d , bl eA ting 

sound. Then he w i ted . S oni ,t, r;r ng nd c l ear , t he I s pon e p e 

f om ona e' s horn, He v,as WOl k i n1:5 on on e of t.ne f rt ... 1e t hill s i de s 

the f ily vm openin up . Everyorie ill ... iave he rd t11°t cell and 

will be co ing in. 

11 a s Bagley " 1 , r i r shou e I {) ()Ju gi Tha 

The chi dren wer the fir s t c e tro 7Ji g .1 fro t e ir 
~ ~ ) ~ tt.., ~ ~~u--1 

p eyfi e l d do~~ b the dryi ng r i ver bed .hi c.t.1. di d not ow I cPrry any 

w ter to eed u e po.ol. 
~ ~-t/Jbc~ 

,.!.iao_i--+:,c~ ft.he other r i n in t wo s end 

threes t ill fl ll were 1r, en , fir to was.i by the r e conunun a l 

w ter trough, hen to se, t -them e l ve around he rg t ble f or 

the n,ain e8 l of the d y . 
~JLll 

r i ng tn. r.r. e l I er-ia q·1i etl .7 !N½~.a!i~ d Sa 9n of her tal with 

Eagl y . Bagl ey , for his part, ate ~ith is he Nd lo se o Lena 's, t 

whisperi n t o her 11 tnat h d tr nspi red that d y . The women nodded 
he 

lf!ro tine to tite an seemed r -li eve • At ne fo i nt , o /pr~ teas,e of 

-tting ore food to tne eb e rri P singled o~t Len a to h l p er 

and rame. fhe to woe t~lk d hurri edl y while di shing up and 

ds. 
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'• hen tne n1eal \ as Clon e St uso rose end ,ede a 1::Jound deep in 

-his t iroa t . •veryone be Pffie silent. 

''TnP. sti;n gers who came f.lmong us arc: P.ski ng to ::;t y wi t h us. 

nas end J e and I have take about it. An d I S PY t hey c st1:1y if 

the PAY us rent and follow our l=~ •• " 

' I ay so too, " ~ ont:1 t tncugh the r e1J t p£.rt was neVI, t o hj 

u "es,' Joe . added. 

"Th.y canno t be part of the f'ru ily , " .Pri P spi·. 
lt \S-Q.­

" We understand tha , " Brig ey sn i d. ~ will 
-~ 

erve the (in te ~t~ 

of your fa1.1ily . " 

' t i.:J to tne i r u i t,' ori said. 11 le will give them a h ome 

. and pence. d it i, to our suit. a~ lkgl ey ill hr: l p to l e ok 

after out business~ like a storekeeper and manEger; and iss Len ~ 

teach our children . " iari~ l ooaed enqui r i ngl y at SRmson till he 

nodded, hen she con tinue d: "And there is the renting of the land • 

. ivss agl ey vill tell yo~ of thr> t •• " She sat down . 

agl ey ro e ana expl a ined carefully what 11e ha Pl r• ady t old 

k r i a and what she , in ur n , hau already l d Ser. son d r i ntl t. me 1. 

V,hen l3cgl ey. 11 d don e oe t Sh.ed: .11 d what happen.:, to t he rent? 

Io...- will ,e hare it?" 

Nobody had thought f'b ut that . SnJ on loo.,;.:ed a Bar i a; r P.ri a 

l ooked at cnns; they all coked from one t o the other; then thf!y all 

turned to agl ey , the man wno haa first come up with this pl n. 
it 

"Let the head of your f~mily k~eg(" .HFgl ey sPid, 'For gll -of 

you. here will be a record of what there is ~nd when anybody h~ s 

need of anythi ng it will corr:e out of b i s share . " 

"fow ouc will a share be?" oe wanted to know . 

II y,,,. s ', '1' n "" S oe ' " 1 ., . d t. l II 111h t . h 1; u c·~ 2 ey ex. J.3.::Lne PP 1.ent y . J,.' P is \ n we 
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... re com i ng to . i rs t you mus dec i de i f you t'lre -o i ng to fo llow 

thi s pL n . ,r e you hav e on e t ha t hen you mu t deci de· how y ou 
eP c h person ~ey l ~ase 

will cut u p tne Hnd to ase , and how muc and wlrn t r u e s you 

ere go i ng t o meK f' 'r t hose who l eas e , n d for now lon .,. hey ar e 

goi g to leas . You want t o deci de ·h~ t you il do i f a person 

l e se the l end and Qc e s not~ y Eft er the f i rst c o ; or i f a per on 

brings anothe person who i s not of his family on t he an d. On ly 

after c l t ese mat ters r ~e i ed and a e e d on ~nd ~re vorki ng 

¼ell end the ren t fr the e2si ng is co ing in, on t hen do you 

need to worry a.bou t.be sh0 ring of it. " 

'' Fi 1 rou ca t ch t e bi rd ••• " Jonas murm r e d. 

'l ot_,._in"' wrong wi -'.;h .1.rnow:lt1g! 11 Joe sneppe • 

Jo.-s i gnore d e and d e ssed Pgley: "0 how we work tis? 

II pro os , ", 8amson s· i d , sn tne nll fe l si en t, kn owing 

that whever "'a11 on si i d ' I rropo·se ' he and Pri ri hed deci ded on 

cour u of ac tion : 11 I pr po e ··e l ave i t o ¥'If s s ... g l ey t o rnrk out 

the pl an. or the leeBing , ~nd wen he i re dy he •ill pu t it o u s 

n~l ey and his wo .en an 'tay? An 

the work they do for .t fe .ii y ill pay for the nd e ive h e ?" 

:.i:here were murmurs nd nods of i:is en t . Then Rober t i3agl ey 

hurr i ed. t the hu b:ere their pos e i ons ier e Rnd· :ee rned wit 

the i f l e ~ ~!e p~ ck e d i ca efully and pre ent d i cercmoni ou~ y 

o Si:>mson. 11 UHl :-wo of -Pne donkeyB , too, fr you to 11 for he go od 

f the f amily . d the women of my fp ily il ~ive en ou 7h cloth 

to mace a dre s s for ef'Ch of t e o 1 n of your fm ... ily . '.J.111~. vill be 
I 

fo f Ge to sh " o hanl{S. A:ft t.aa t it wi l be b s.i ne s s end trRd 

Y tr j I' . ~ 'th"- . 
OU ar e 0 0 S , r.ber s, ,. .J)at..> :Y'-+:. • iri~ WJ. LJoy...,...-

~ d.,J- \,\..J\- ~ W ~~l, ~tl--~ ~~ -
" .. ot r-i ll s tranger ~ •• L'"'gl ey warne d • " e r. et son.e who a~ e bad . 

Let you f?rn ily be wAre anct be tron g a n d be on guRrd al · ys. 11 
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sudden 
i r/s ton:, ilen e ·o l d BAgl ey that he ne.d over-rer-iched hims...,lf; 

these peopl e were not in need of arning f rom hi m t o be on guard; 

he had bee pre ptuou , forward , pfi s h ing; he must guard h i ton e 

He owered his head , looked at the tabletop , withdre~ i nto himself. 

After r while , f,T8dus lly , the ilence v.As dissip::ited and t.ne people 

tel ed aEong themse l ves of the d y 's work and the ay's pl an , and 

tne ne v idt?~S · l et l o se by he coming of t he s trangers . GraduA:tly, 

the strangers were drawn i nto th l ate pfternoon and evening ' s 

~otivity i ll they cea ed to fee l like outsiders. Lu t . B g l ey h~d 

lfa nt hid le~son end there ~as a consciou recltra i n t in everything 

h sr i d . 

In the early even i ng, · hen the heat of the 'sun had gone from 

the land and the cool breeze h d turned thew rm a ir balmy and 
, the hill of 

invigorating, Sr~.son led Engley upto/.vount Zion. It had been ori a ' 

idea. , S0 rnson was at peace up there; his min d seemed c ~arer there 

.. 1 n anywhere else; he hnd shared deep thoughts with him up there; 
' they had l ooked at the world be l ow and r1ade the i r pl tms for the 

fAmily . Now, she wanted him to th i n.,r c l ear l y about B~gl ey's pl an; 

and she wanted to be there to he0r· it agauiln nd test it agmnn, but 

more ca ly now than ca lier . The woman , Lena , 13rgl ey' :J comprnion -

Pa_;l ey ' s woman? - wou.1..d be there, to , to .help in thnt testing . For 

hov, she re cts coul d be a gui de t their true · i ntention . So ., r-ri e 

?n Len fo llow a. tae two Len up the hill. rom bel ow , the voices of 
~~ 

. the f Pr...ily , the vo i ces of the children, ming ed with the · · ~ 

breeze . F r ell the bl crsk. harshness of tha rry ea on there Vv8S a 

entleness over the land. l: woman ' "' voice rose "bove the others, i n 

song , , l ightl .r rusty , ~ry appe lin 6 • 

"Fl o feel i ng good , 11 ?,.Prin murLured • 

.. rot ·nowing how to re pond , Lena .ma.de a noncommi tt8l sound. 
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Sh hPd quick l y di scovered t h ct thi • nri a whom s ll the children 

CPlled 1 a r nd ran o in xii: tneir troubles, and wnorri even t he 

n i me l cl - the d b t1dngs .:.. turned t o for comfort, was tne most 
who;c;e me bers 

powerful erson in this little corn,.1uni ty/ Jl.111 called themselves a 
All th t 

fmr ily . Len di d not undorsta.nd/.:tkfllx}lma: · had gone in to the .making 

o_ the bond between them; whP t h, under~ ood cle. r l y was the t ll Ari i:­

es c en tra to th t bond: you rr,ove with Cc re in de?nlin 'J' wi th such a 

person . Ev3n Begl ey moved with 
~\ . 

with 1~r-r i A. \\Perheps s ne Lcoul d. 

crest 

ruore t hRn h i ' usua l care in dealing 

l e,rn to de~ l wi th people P.s tr. is one 

They reaob;ed the/2x1d; o:f the hill end J3:-,gl ey let out e sigh 

of wonder at the s ight of all the worl d 1 i d out be low 4im . 

"Lordy , Lordy , " Bagley murmured , then c0lled out loud: "Len fl! 

Lene! Come l ook" 

The '¥- woman hurried. t o h i s lilieie, t a ll, str apping , ·big-

bo somed, bro~d- s houl dere d , narr w-ni pped , with t h in t aper i ng ~UyY 
· and big nRrro w feet. · 

legsj )he was o good head taller tnan Bagley ; withe smooth aus tere 
rua t 

soft-fea tured/near fbl a ck h i gh cheek-boned fece; the face was a yo ~ng 

,·irl' s; on l y tl'.1.e lines about the lip , anu the lip:;; t he so l ves , told 

of harsh ~xryerience which h d na§t force-bred st1·ength and resil.i en c e 

The normally expressionless dark eye s . glowed ·it excite ent . Ghe ,too 

hervt3d ri sigh at the i ght of a ll the world at her feet . i thout, 

being _were of itr he slipped her hand ·nto Br> gl ey 's 0nd he d tight. 

In t ·.e idst of 'the wonder of it 11 she lJecEin:e wnre of the ,returnin 

pressure of his hand , of the 1m~n himse lf, and of messAges of feel:i.ng. 

'he relee.sed his hand quickl y and n oved sway a l .i. ttl e . '.J.heir eye s 

JTtet b.cie+'l y , as though for the fir ·t time. 

1It finP-s ut the truth in peopl e_, " i r-;r1.· 0 UI d 1. lf mocking, lie - g~n t y. . _ 1
•.1. c-. •1 :'Ili.ure , iw -
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''Corr. ! ' eoams n s lled from his favouri e peroh on the 

large t pi ece of . the huge ettered boul ders which h~d once been 
ol d ...f-u:>o . 

on • The/trur. pet nu ,hic.h h d een his sha e tree had been stru 

by ligh ing, l,aving nly tne dead s~et reaching u p li e a scarred 

f a post . Smns n we pl eAsed di the res_pons to the r:.a esty of his 
<Jl.-

v i ew, with per onal, proprietary s ense sugg stin · ;Rt he h im-

elf had created tnat view; and there was the air of pl~3ing it 

downs of a pretense a c sue l ness of tne owner t o t all y aware of 

th velue of his posse s ion and tnerefore free t o 1r:0Ke light of it. 

,flrifl srt on one oft.be boul(ier necr him, watc.l'1in t he t wo 

who were now elf- con ciously a foot apar t but still caught up in 

the excite ent of t1eir now p ropective on the worl d, btill disturbe 

by the flow of feeling bet;een the~ this pl ece had .released. 

"Lo:t he be," :riri spoke for his ears only . "I though t 

they were rum and . woL,en; I v-.Ps wrong. I don 't think they ever slept 

together . " 

"Hush, woman , •· S'"'nson ordered, bu 1i wi th P. gentle indulgen c 

in hiu voice: "I did not come here for your ntchrlPking . "im:nuq:xM1ts:a 

gi ~:.tie rais~d h i ,:;; voi e:"Co. e, !ess :B""gl ey! 'i'n sight won 't go 

FJWay ! " 

-~ley and Lena joined t~e nd found stone per hes of their 

own . 

11 o!," S .son nid • . "1'ell me af,Rin of your pl r-in for t he r ent­

ing ar.d t.e cutting up an the storing nnd tne thins you tol d Ari a 

BPgl ey went over it a ll ag in, quietly, cArefully , confiden t-
·\JL-

ly, Lassured , this tirne,m:fx~a2 by the nowledge that her had the 

sup ort of f,=,r io. e hAd, ah,o, between this moment and the time 

he spoke to Jic1rt~· t ho ght tne who l e plan throu6h ore carefully 

so it was now 'i \.:oncept he could vi ufll i se and explain almost as a 
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man make s a pi cture , but with words. .,~ri R's eyes darted fr om 

Br>gl ay ' ~ face to Lena.' s , then br ck to BRgl ey ' s then again t o Lena 's ; 

br->ck a1'l d for ~ "back and forth , registeri~g mood , reaction, emo tion ; 

li stening intentl y and comparing the words he used now with the word 

he h,=:i c4. used ear lier; testing, we i ghing , judging t he mfm and h is 
and 

moti ves ngains t his words,/e.gPindt the reec tion of this woman who 

hed been wi tn him a long time and who had just discovered a stron ger 

bond between them ••• Not clever like t he man; not abl e to manage him 
hin: 

and guide unless she knows of t he weAk.nes s mxkim of his spirit and 

now to maKe use of thvt; but 8 woman soon knows th~se things: Even 

Flo hPs eBrned to manage Joe with his mean end jeal ous spirit and 

his bi g mouth ; and Flo is not as smar t e ·t this one , and ~here is no. 

weaknes s of s pi r it in Joe, just not enough s111~rtness to rn;::itch his 

ambition ••• An listening , ari r found n ot.ning to cast doubt on her 

pri ginal judgement; nothing in the 1.,an m1d nothing in the woman 's 
/ 

reaction. · · hi s men was as s he had first jud ed hi m to be: smar t, 

AI,1bi tious, bu't sufficiently aware of his weakness end h:i.s need for 

-security i n the sh8dow of a ~tronger on e , and therefore he h~d the 

CA paci ty fbr l oyalty to such a stron ger one . SPrason woul d be such 

a stronger one fort i s one. 
wil e 

For his p~rt , SRm on l i~tene in ~il ence txiL Agl ey spoke; 
. cle • .. l ;f 

a 1 his attenti on on B'-'gl ey ' .;; worus t ill he sew/the pi cture c gl ey 

wove with his ords . His min , cleBr ~s u au? l u p here , saw t he 

plan and ell its i mpl icetions As he had not seen it at the eRting 

pla ce . t irr i r1 , as usuPl, had been right to make them come up here . , 

ow ·he understood the pl an , understood .BBgl.ey' s min d; no he could 
wqs 

i mpr ve on tne pl an and guiae Bf'lg;l ey o nflke it be tter. He/ftd not 
9onsoiou~ly a ere of · 
All:t:~ wnen Brg ey si;op:ned spen1 .. ing for his mind simply took over wher 

BPgl ey l eft off, re f ining, i mproving Ba~l ey • ~ i d~as. 

UWI L
ibr

ary



97 

iPria made a an.ell sign and the three of them wP ited in 

si ence while Snmson , l ost to the worl d , compl eted his think i ng . 

,hen i t wa"" don e h xbc h i s eye s eme ali e , se r c hed for □ria ' s, 

and they ambr ced ea h other with t heir eyes . 

11 e , " Sn son s,· i d qui etl y, spe8ki ng really to ]} qri e only 

thou6 h he i n l ud~d t he other two . "es , we wi l l do it that w y . 

1 llrign , women?" 

r i a n aded . I t wa s ctcwson' s plan now. He would know what 

to do; a ct .. e woul d tell her i n h is own good ~in.e . 

11 ight i c omi ng," 1.Bri P sPid. "Be t ter we go down . ' 

"You go , "Srm son sP- i d: "' ., e the i&ter with you . Ve will 

s-r,e.y and talk a v. hile ; we ·ill soon come , " 

fhe women l eft end mB e their wo.y down the hills i de . 'he two 
be tween them 

en re ,ained se ,wJ. iliere wes long _s ilen c e/while tne light o e r the 

l and c_ange \ rapidly, turni ng tne h i gh moun t ains t o the east f i r st 

to a . Erlr purj>jle then to a deep h13zy blue , . ..,een tnrough a clear mi s t. 

o the west the refl octi n of tn disap e~red sun lit 1.PJ the iik 
. 

loudl e s sic.y i n a r i gh t 
that arched 

range glow/~£xixgaii a ross the heevens 

nd tou heu the ear t h fro watery horizon in the south to war.ery hori 

i n tho ~ - The plr i n bt, l ow wes e deep blue haze , and the se a , 

fi.ll' Lher b ck , wa ctPr.d. y e·tAllic . In a 1 tter of moments the lig t 

over tn.e lanj cnanged agqin •· he +ight f:r,om the u.n dis pper-r 

su.aaen l J , as tnough turn doff; tile full n.oon, now , c ,me into i t sf wn, 

CLdti ng a gentl er , fairJ - li e elow over the land. in~ ~l ue ~ount ins 

becaru:e da · ~hRdows F1 0 in t the ky: the tr oi tion fro cieyli ht to 

nightlight was in trnt; but y t t_ ere was no d, rkness over tne 1 n , 

only a. di.:'fere1J t Ki nu of l ight 

ilence:" Tell me, Na ss a..., ley , u ~is 
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voicef heavy . "Why .tney do this to us? \\hy the slavery thing?" 

J3gg l ey fe l t cornered: "I don 't Know , 1ass 3rmson . " 

"Because we bla ck?" Srrr.don persis ted. 

" I _eler see wnite s l ~ve s, ' Begl ey snid. 

11Just becci ,1,i::;e we bl~ck . '' S.,mson m~de it a confdirma t ion. 

I To work forsn them' rt Bt· s ley sugged ted .· 

·So they hflve sl ve s i ri tneir ovv:;1 country ·to wor}· for them?" 

"No . I don 't thi nk so." 

"So peop e CAn work: .for them without being _ made s l ave s?" 

'They ork for money i n t heir own country ; like the bookkeepe 

S~soo + 
"So why they do this to us?' /:!n'e ssed: "WhY. they don' t mek s 

' 'Nork ror money?" 

11 They do now. 11 

I 

"Why not bP.fore? You know how mf:lny slcves died? Where I wi::is 

many were whipped to dea th. " 

" ',Ve were lucky , ' Br-"el ey sa i d heavily . 

Sr mson 1'lk pulled the ta.tt ered c:overing off h i s back . "See! 

'£hey did thi to me . ,·hy? Fee l it ! 11 

.rlPgl ey ren trer.Jbling finger::; acros s the t hic k welts on the 

broad beck . 

"And "Ghe one who di d it blqc k l i ke you ~nd 10. I Killed h i m. " 

11 '.!.'hey madP. n i m do it." 

"I know; but he did i • ,~oul:i you do it?" 

"If he didn ' t they would do the snme to bi." 

"I Know; bu woul d zou do it?" 

"I really don't imow, !)ro"vher :::i r ,son. I 8li no't stron g like 

you . I could not take tnat i nd of pP. i ; ! think I will do anything 

they tell n e o avo i d th~t kind of p~ in. " 

"He · ,~ i,.) big and strong, 11 s~ m on sRid. "Li ke e: bu t he found 
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, joy in hurting . He hurt wo en , he hur t ch ildren, he whi pped sick 

l d men till t ney died . I know . I saw it. I stli!ll dream (. bou t it." 

11 They a • ... e h i m ao it, '' Bagl ey S c- i d he ~vily . 

SP. ,son we.:; angry now: "IP he not 

11 .And be h i pped'.<" 

man? Coul d he no t r e fuse? 

11 ' es ! And be ni p e ! " 
~\.\v-Jl:-') 

a::;l ey fe lt c ornered nn d on the~ femM e) as t hough h e h ad 

whi pped wo en and cb.iluren, nnd , i pped old men till t hey d~ ed . He 

had l rnrtl of such thing bu t nev er se n them. \,oul d he nave one it 

i f t b.e ~ ternati e was t hat he h imse l f w ul "t,e wni pped as t his one 

hRs been ? ~ul d h e do it? 
I "Its har d , ' Bagl ey s e i d . 11 hen tney owr1 you like ~ nnimal 

and cnn do ✓ ar1ythi ng to you, i tb hard n o't 'to obey the i r orders. " 

"And when you. obey tne 1, hurting our oWil peopl e be c ome s a 

""J et.:isure . hy a i d tbey not u s e thei r own Jeopl e. to do t.cie whipping? 

~ as· you, why b ~ck peopl e t o whi p bl nck peopl e? Why s av e t o whip 

l Hve? Why not white dri er s to 1.hip bl ck slave s. I t is t hP t I will 

never orget ! They use B bl Bck 1.en to -pu the s e ill."rks on y body ; 

and o t hey made me , a b l eck man, kill e bl a k man t o remove t he 

bit ern e ss of t he s e. I f these mark9 h~d been put on ,e by A white 

men i t woul d be clear. And i f I ncd 1::illed i m t t t would bG c l e qr 

to • .J!hi my ther e 1 -, t ne s _pecirl sham t t ... Et i t w&s one lik e me, 

a b l t}Ck slav , w o put these r a .ks on i.:e ; and there is the spe cia l 
t hat I 

~hame t ha it w s a bl r c k SJ_ ve like me/ixxx t ~ killed for pu ttlil.ng 

t he e mar k s on me. .Do you un dersti:m , .oagley? .Do you unders tand? 

They do this t h ing and they t Ake away our man ood ; an d bec~u se t hey 
t .. 10 e vf u s who t hey use 

use us and ou own t o do so wha t ev r we do t o/~iiefi!i de stroys our man-

hood fur t .... r . I t is like an ani r l cnught in e trap an d t he more he 
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tri es to bre,..k f e e t .e tighter t e t rap holds hiz... and tne r.1ore he 

hur in.s~l f . The bad thing here, brother BRgley, the nerd thing 

here, is t rn t · t i s 1r min ds nnd our spiri s thR t the hove pAugh t 

i n that hey h ve set trap for our minds in order t o de stro 

our men.no d. I cou d not see thi' unti l I CP.Jile up here w ere the 

air is c . e'=lr 3nd ri an 0 n thi n • It too e 13 l ong time to see it. 

ut now t1rnt I see it -.I. c·~nn t see 8 way 0 11 
' 

I C nnot e e An 

11swer. ill Wt ver bP. fre e of tha t, brother B .g l ey, will we ever 

be fr~e?" S?mson turned l head and lo ed. seProhingly at l3agley • s 

f,P.ce i n th~ C-Ler.ir nightlight. The rege and anger an t~ e prssion h ad 
be agein 

l eft h·m for now; but it would/buil ding./ he .l{new , os it ad done in 

the pPs t, t01{inr; weeks or months before there is ' nother -compe ling 

eed for release, or u tilt ne found .n ans e tnat wou d Pllow h i 

and h · s to brerut cut of the · ap in wnich tl1eir min ds rind spirits · 

wHre J. eke by tnose wno hPd put chain on their bodies rnd turned 

-c; .. 'lem i nto c.,nditictjed nimals. ' Do you undc Si.find what l 'm s ... yi ng , 

bro thcr :B0 l ey? 

"I t i nk so, tro tner !: r1mscn . 11
• 

11 '..L'h n Tir to ne l p find the t nsv er so thnt 11\f' can be re?lly 

free, fre e in our mi d • 11 

"I i l try," Bagl ey Sf' i Cl , ... ot knowi ng what it n that e 

01..ld trv tc do,. ut kno\•Jing cer1,ein l y nO\ that this ns the leflder, 

h_owev r st ong L'Iorin i.i-a • 

They s~aye on the uill c whi l e longer, not t elki n·7 , er-1ch 

wr? 1 pe in his owl'~ hough • The!1 -"IDS()n ' led he way down long the 

hi nd .him:., gl ey 
? 

ncter6 what ne would h ve done 

if tley had or erect hi. to b r i er and ·he ha to whip people • 

... " v.~s ter .. bl,t de.f.,ICS ed by c t. nn W•.r h i a mi n'd kept givin n• no 
m~ tter how he turned the question Pround. Perhaps SPmson, at 'right. 
~ft . . 

e11 fH±!i da we1 e 11tpr1 sohe=tt; 
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Perhi:;ps t he i r former s l av e master s had r?mde 2 prison fo r t heir 
e prison 

min ds; / .mxBl you coul d rlOt see or touch, or even fee l, un less you 

were a man l ike SPwson mid ,tla~ suf fer e d the pain he h1:d and h r-id a 

hill like h is on whi ch to s i t and see a ll tho worl d en d t h ink . 

Lrter t hat night, l y ing on t he f lcor o~ tis se c t i on of the 
, l y i ng at tne oppo s ite wall, 

hut Bf:lgl ey tried t o expl a in t o Lenn and Eliza /what SPmson had 

ta l Ked about. ~; omehow i t was not a s CJ.ear as i t ht:d been up t her~e 

on the hill; the words were diff i cult, the :pi c t ure bl urr e d ; t he 

r:iore he tried t o 111ake t em under s tan d, t he le s s he succe eded . 
j 

I~li za began to snore sof'tl ,y . His tal k had lulled her to 

sleep . He 8topped speaki ng , feeling depressed t h ough everythi ng h a d 

tr~ pired t o Luake h i m fee l good . They ht=id €1 home now , a pl ace of 

sFfety among good people . 11hcn he sense d 9 rather than saw , Lenp 

lei=ive ner p l P.ce end crawl over to his . It iJAd begun up on Sarr, son' s 

hill m,d he ,rnew i 1; had to come to thil:I . But here? Wi th thot other 

one sleeping and liko l J t o awake? !J.1he woman lay besi de h im. 

"l(hat of her?" He whispered . "She may wBke up ••• " 

"It does not n:otter , '' the woman sPid . "She has seen it befor e 

And I to l d her tonight it woul d be so wi t h u s . " 

11 You are ou r e ? I am no t youn g . You will n o t wan t ano t her 

later? It will be pa i nful for me i f you do ~" 

" I flm sure, " t he worr.an s e i d . "I t i s I who cho o se you. Come . " 

The dry s eas o:n dr Agged on with seemi ng erid_le ssne ss. !·Io t dry 

days gave way to h o t dr y n i ghts ; even the cool n i gh t wind c ea sed 

to bl ow through t h~ l imd . Anll i n t he ho t dt.:iys SP.mson and the o t h er 

two worked At fe lling t he b i g treG;S and Br-gl ey and No1rnD.te used t he 

.llJa!i.li:ia3cs mul e and t he don keys to pull the trees to the building 
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sites the women had helped to 
~ 

re are . 1~e lAnd whi ch had been 

cleBred of trees and bush grew dry, parched, dus ty. The wAter l evel 

of the pool dropped l ower th n they h, d ever .known ito They bl emod 

it on the l ong drought Pnd dug xxwqxamm steps in to the clAylike 

earth , down t o the new water level, to ensure that the women nd 

chilaren could still re~cn the ~ter . They . used r cks ~nd trees 0nd 

wiss to make the way down to the WAter safe . Bust still one of the 

children drowned in the poo l during thPt hArd dry season. It As 

one of Flo ' s twins by oe; R three year-old little girl . It as the 

first des th since they had reacned this pl ce And the de 1>air it 
the wok continued Pnd 

brought hung over them t hroughdmt the long dry seAson. But/tney 

buil t three solid timber hou es uring the hPrshness of the three 

dry months. Joe , in par ticu l ar , worked B~ t hough he were dri v~n , AS 

though work woul d ease the pa in of their lo s. Flo, near the point 

of deli veri1l~e'f'-tPeriodically broke i nto hysteric8l scref"11uing. 

tr.he .. /nf': w ot' atrarrn:e.r s agl ey had anticip ted did not co e 
T-i:c 1 ""C e , LIU "C S.LO"Vi .l.Y , i n sni:=-Il numbers, at -1ong inte1vals. 

abou t. /Ne r. the end of the drJ see on t Vvo e,Tou did c o e, one hard 

on the other. One a group of four - two men And two women, and the 

other just two young r.,en. These told of a nun1ber of bi g and O owin 

settlements scpttered in places with water 11 t he way up the hills. 

·.rhe nePrest one, they s:=iid, w,=is in a plPce cr>lled Red Hilla which 

hPd alRrge number of peopl e . 

C8lled Cyprusp controlled by 

other , and going westward , w s 

man cAlled DAvi d and his wife !Liss 

l ee 

S rAh . Pny peopl e hRd gone there for there was e church nnd D vi d 

was A stri ct mnn of justice and of God an , is SPrah ~as the t eache 

On heP.ring this, end v-hen they were e lone, l, r>r i o and Sr-1mson talked 

about going to s ee Drvi d a1 d Sarah, but they were xixa· uncertain 

whether Lrvi d and Sqrah would welcome them . }ft er cereful questioni 
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they turned A 8Y tl.i.e two young en. '.!:he two couples became their 

firs i; tenants under the lea s e arr angemen t. T.'l,.., c h we s apportioned a 

piece of .1.and to v0 r k f.lnct was given seed for plPnting wh;en the 

rain cPne. They Wt;re he l ped to settle in, helped to build t heir 

shelters , but they were not allowed to become p rt of 'he collectiv 

commur.~l li fe . Bagl ey nd hi two women were the only outmimers 

allowed to beco e pf'lrt of t h t COilli"T.UDal li fe . L"ter , duri ng the 

e iny season , other strangers CAme . 3orue t hey welcome d and lea ed 

lana to; others ney sen t AwRy . lweys, they decided together whom 

t o allow and whom to turn aw y . rihe choices were determined , ma inly, 

by vmether tho e who cmne were faL ilies or indi v i dua l adventurers. 

'J!he faz1.1 ilie s about whose wi l ingness t o work they rnre SR _tisf'ied, 

were we ~comed na he l p a to se ttle in. ~he rest were turned away . 

I n the end A small co tmitjy of a doxen f rurrilie s were scPtte~n 

the long valley of Mount Zion, a ll ten an ts of the original fan:iily 

of SPmson Pnd 1 rri a and those ho had been with t e when hey 

cut their way t hrough the bush to this place in tne daJs wnen men 

and women were still he l d aB slaves. 
In the r emote h ills na. VBlleys 

/ all over L! e land , &:i.kax ~Toups, §o e li e Sorn. son's wl.o ha d 

e sceped duri ng ol avery , others ho nad repudiated the ppr entieesh i 

they were offered after s1-very, ye t otners who wante to have nothi 

to do with the syst~ whi ch f i rst ensl c1ved til ena tnen relee~ed 

them, built se lf-contain ed ehd se lf-sus ta ining communitjes oft 

close to ' t he ea t h , e part of i. d. ex ,,pt •1,n,1n tne dry seaso wa 
• 

-pPr ti cul nrly harsh a .d pPrticul arl y long, th ea th v.a k in u to the 

gave them li f'e , Bustf'lined the , even eveB l d some of its secret ~ 

them; anJ these , er, h com unity , ea .11 villPge , et:=1 h fqrdly ar eol,\ 

t . l. ~ co-ope1~ ive y , in an o ct re ,e~bered way who ~~ \ roots were los L in 
• ~ ~ fr,.Ji, d.C<>\c. ~ ~ 

the d1st,,,nt PfH:1 t that ~rnn t bPck L eyond Lai very._____...~----------
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;;.iPi • .:;op ~vFl s st1 UCA cio'l\n i n the 0 od s ei::, son of th c . an 

easy not-too-hot-end-no t-too-e 1, not-too- e t-ena- not-too-dry d ys 

e fore tt1 1 comi of t e h ... ·i a as breeze . 'fe ""' :::3 p~r tway up tne 

hill to hi ~ f~vour i te loo~- ou poin t hen 8 terri bl e f rsh of 

l igntning expl ode in i..z br in with a fr e thPt struck him to t he 

ground , n pinned ni n. there, unabl e to h.OVe P.ny pnr t of hi s body . 

It W8.;; 1 te t=;fte noon; i;he y ' J or.k. w...,s done nna tr1ey nct e ten, 

s o no one VIPS concern u wh' am son ui d no.t r e turn w en ni ,.;ht fell. 

He often t-=ife up on hi..~ nill till f"r into tl e n i 5 nt; oIL.ej;imes ,on 
r ere occesi cn s, 

/he di d. not co1Le down t i ll t r .. e early hours of the next roorr: ing . 

these , ys , wfls s.f.tEI too busy ant:._;i ng her brood of rcwing , scr:.p 

i ng youngstu ~ l now bet een e even n fourte en , to evote e s 

mu h t i rre na thought 

<n y, t nigh t, men 

shAre thouch s n be 

to S· r. .,on F- :dhe lwd ... one in t .... e t:F•rly d?ys . 
~ ½ ~~ ~ "114i u.~ pwU.-.& ~ 

ey were i n"J_beuf'nctlr>lone , .as tJ.ere t i r.e to 
lo<,1-t. 

ensitive to ea h other ' B -~•~-A roods Pnd 

fe iil i ng . .Im .... often they were b th too i re a for even t.t ... is; o the 

bond betvee n them WF!d less s"t:rong , e s cl e , th('.n in t 1.e e r l y 
r > 

yb . L:he fa i l y hfld f l ouri hect over the ye r , but □ oJe t l y; n ot 

b gr,.. 1 dly 8 s .b 

oe h l eft t h 

l ey ' ' vision of l caBin6 ..1.au u:u ..1..eu ..J. 1,.. to expect. 
iM I~ ~eM ft; ':1 eMI 

c ol'1.1liun i y a1 ct r'lo and hi;;:. cnildrent T .. e had s i pl y 

gon~ do~vn to i n 0 0 t o v1i th r .,sley n one of ni;.:1 i;r,c10.in - i s rm 

not returned . So l l o 1=1nct t, e ei '"ht chilaren ~or e the l nd < _d p 

benefi tted from being prr t of 1e r ily . •A t i e pP ssect one of 

tne ten an ts on t .. c c nd. becr1 c re ul. r vibi o to F o ' house . 

He was re1 "r ~ blli liKe ,Joe·; pnJsicnll.J .::i iCk l y-l oo i ng c nd \,i th a 

sFircacti c tongue • fo hRa. four children by tne vvon['n he hr. .brouiht 

with .hi m, and after ini t i lly pra t e s ing phe t h i e fing of her . an by 
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Flo, t he woman maae t h e bes t of t ne ma ter Vthen t he wan told her 

s ne cou l a l eRVe i f sn~ di d no t li~e wh~ t wa s happening . , In t h e 
R I! Pi i I I S ) L\CC~tc.J , 

enu t he I,1 n be e ~ e_ tnc/h~rid of bo t hrous ehol d • ilo' s CJ. ildr en an d 

the otner woman' l::I children a 1 accepted hiL-1 a s a .n.. i n of f Rt her and 

ne trePte d botri s e t of c.i.1ilctren i t h an even - nnuu 
' 

i f :->sual, 

pnterrrn i:::1.1 . t · 1he \VOrien bee r , 1e fr i ends ~ n Shf ed t le an nd t he 

chi l dren . Th , En l ed t he WO en an botn ets of children in workin g 

both i lo 1 s a d h i own rented l and . For the res t, t he f"r....iily lad 

re, Pined intrict ; he S P;.;. c C.J..o::.e l y 1 ni t group w i ch LJ. · begun with 

ourney fron the pl a i ns by :=i bunch -of r un riwcy l riv,~s . . 
. ~~~~ 

tnot l on 

.1. onare , now , wa s fl grown a n who n::id fflther1.::d :'i v' ch ilJrenLby 

Ii ttle ,1 nry who v,a s no lon6 e1· i ttl bu t P. dumpy ap py _._ i:,ughing 

youn g woman . on..e of t .t1e bigger c hildren of t1ie f~rnily h ed becon. e 

cdffi cul t over t ... 1eir isihlation. ~hey t ravelleo. t o o, e of t ne o ther 

nG r 1y v ill ue et eeken cts £nd brought brck unfAvouratl e coffipeEison1 

f how more exei t i ng life w l::I in bO e of t..1e s e o t her E-i c e s. T e re 

wer e regul r Jrtur SJ n i int 
~fi:L!W,ls 

dence s in pl ace s like cd t ills en d i n 

ock H, 11 f rtner upt Young men c ould ee t exci tin ,. new youn g v, o ,en . ' 
, nu spor t. n~ so P coupl e of young 5irls, Flo' d e l -est en a Ielle's 

2 Jd Jone~ • first born, 

BP l ey , for n i 

had run P 1, y fro h u1C O f in t i'8 e~rai:men 

par t, hnd stayed with the fR ily or ik{-year 

du.ri ng u i ch h kept fp i thflllly to his proui se to I n. ge t11i n : f or 
• ~ ~ 1:21 i-u,.. 

t em . en he end LeneLmove d the i r sto e t o Hed !ills ,here th y 

coul d do e better trP e. ~ '" ·l ey ti 181Ci. coll ec te d the fm. ily' s 

produc e and c·· rrie a. i t for s l e to 1 i n~d ton in h'i s LJ.Uge rpul - dr 11n 

crrt, anC1 shopped fo r t hen. , "'l1d brought the11 bFc.re the proceeJ.s of 
f.Jis ~ ~cS <-<ThTuved ~ ~L. L~ ~~ fuM~. 

the d '-" ~ -.: of :H~i r produce . IAt fi.J. s t he hP · me e the ong jcfa.rney 
--re ~ ~ K~~ 1 , t:.. 

f!_nee .every four or s i x months. As h i s bu s in e ss grew tner e vv(H, nc d 
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for• . 1,ore fre ~en!tri _p i;o .l .. i ngs tori . Te ·nad h i re d ·si t n ts wh o 

ad a l l robbed hi ~ so he enc d up depen di ng on l y on le.a ~nd El i zA 

to l p 1 i ra v.i 1.,h t he busines . He - d at f i rs t t i ed to et 0 e 

to oi ng i n 
' 

ho i ng that cft e r a t . e. the yo n g rr. w u d t ak. 

over ourney to i l ston . n'"'me w ., of the f, r ily nd. C u l d 
' 

be tru ted vi th ·o od s and money. e h~c. even t r i ed· u i n •? r liza s 

" !IS t e:il ~ b,., i t t o per s1.,.ade t .c young .an 0 bec orr,e "ii s p:=- rtner .. 

Eu t r t on e wa t o t a l y e dded t o h i s 1 n an t o Li ttl 1~ry. 

tore ·vnenev r he trcvelled to 
c ?r t mAn and 

_i ngs ton , --nd h i red one/ ~x -'-w ·1.,r'J ppi ne en ct ·n ov,n youn en 
act 

f r om the rted !ill .;, c o mun i tJ t o t x~x~ix i :,t ki m a b o yg ards wh en-

ever e journeyed t o i r.gb t on, 11v1._i c. w s n ow on c e ever y month or 

s i x vve ks , i t .. :1 t o hu e c rt. dr wn y two e t s of si t on g 
I 

aul os q i ece . :i:hi ~ w y , the ·ourney t • ,S m fron. i i nt., s t on us1..~11y 
8nd ever-i ncreA oing 

~~ t -d F.bO t a wa A o lna r~l ey ' ne endl GS /~lllXJXX t Rt f cR KR. 
on t he s e tr i p ~ was 

/ t1.nt t e r ey .retur n nc dAy and fin ~ Len end Pll ths i oney on e . 

It h un t e h i n. when ever he v" ' c-: w y t o the p i nt \ e r e i ourneys 

bee fue n i ch .0 r e s ••• lf on l y 1e h d been t l e t o raa ·e her hE~ 

chi.1. en ; n o r.P tter how hnru Pnd J: ow often .r...c hf! tri e:d , he h'"'u 
ven when he h a d :fu lly s a t isfie d her . Ur h a d he ever , r ea y? 

fBi l ed . / t e n i gh e .r u.n ted 1i r: 11wr.1.en ever .1..e 'w e b n y f o h e • ~ 

~rtey :foun d s~n son i n thee r l y hours of t ie .or n i ng , before 

d.eyl i ght. rri A hnd e;vn e to l e e p , e xpec t ing to f i nd h i ru e t h er 

side when she woKe i n t11e morn i n g . 111us when s e \ oKe i n t 1e "Jr e-

hours ?nd Sr son f'.1 ::3 not be s iue ie , ;::;he V'!as a ari .. ed . She s en t on e 

of the e lder ch ildrer to t e ll on es and 1011 m e Sec -s on nad no t c o e 

do n f r on: n i ..:> nill, thon s he , er l f , set ou a l on 0 t e fDi ili 

p, t h u p t ne hill ' i a e. 
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t, srne 1 s earcn pa r y , .1eade y t.l oz a ~ ai:iu I. nerue and. includin 

a f e of the 1-1:i l e t e1rnn t s w o lived near e s·t t li~ fu,. il.f s ettl<:3ment 

which va;3 the heFirt o..: the v ·11.: ~e , fou.1H.i t1eru a l ittl e v er an 

tn~ Toun , oti nlo ss, s~~s head in 

her l e • p of tht.:! c.ill • . 

i.;' w 

1 Ie c wi ' t l! ove , ,. r , I i ? s.r i 

onaH ent don on one ee . 

to on s . '8.lJO. 11e Cf. 1 ' ·t Bpep.' • " 
of t he oil l~mp 

n t J.e n- l f- li n ( e ~. hat 

' s eye ::, ve.c ide pen, 1:>~ L .• ed awiu· o.:: hi 01 d .r i e end the 

others. ,, Vhe 1 eppe ect , brot11 ?" onn.s urg a , yip6 o c oax ome 

s unu out f lii., l d frien • " il:i.,. nap pen , . Pn ! " 

" I e ll J OU e can 't bpetuc , ' !1F:riP r' i • 

"A b t oKe , " s oLe n e S' i • 'Jome t i m~ it g away · n he c n 

pea.K u[:, in . 11 

" .a.rn ve a.tee i u 1tvn , ' J nr e , b i • e had r wn into a 

strong- oai 0 u youn · , n o ~ .... ,A 11 l:li e, a ll so l e n s1. oot1 - k inne d 

r,=, c e . " Gome . ifH Ae e bu.il c.. s t h ing fe carry him. 
c .1op_.. ed do wn end ~JOve the s e in to a 

·ne;y/lll « :iix b u. oh c. 1, you.n g trees/ iax:rx tax ~ tR 

stretche • I onam tested it or s ·rength , the1 ·t.hey li f te 

"'I s on ' .j b i eavy bouJ 0 11 to i t, mJ. , .1,r:.ue ~1 i r way ov~ t e hill, 

slo ly , oaI'efully , not t o ~rop their t r i c. era 1.-8 e or ha e h i 

too much • . nd a the whil j(eri i:i e l d o o tni= t rong right :m d 

of Su son' s; but now h? t h-nd wns i mp , no fe 1 to i , no :re s oonse 

when . e pr ,s ed it ; no .:1ign of the gTe:=i streng h vfl,i ch had 0 one 

i nto the buildi ng o f thi p l ace . 

h )n t 1.ey got dmm , c, rryi n6 "'muson ' c body , he fir i gns 
v11ere 

of a ybre - /"xn ~. wi g m1d ~L.1.e \vo h, d s preed~ an tne entire 

popu l rti on ~1xt kaof the VPlley Pd wa iting s ilen tly :=it !.Prin 's 

UWI L
ibr

ary



108 

:.rney c nrri e d S"m son i n to the h ouse an d l a i d h i m on t he hu g e 

\Vo oden be d whi ch f ille d n .o :J t a l of t he r oo • r. Pr i P' f u sed e bout., 

.rki ng hi m c omfor t bl e , en s ur i n g thn t they moved h i m s l owlj, 1i t h out 

bumpi n g in t o t nings end jarr i n g hi o bo dy. 

reLJe i ned w, ~ i ng outsi de . 

"Go , t e ll em , 11 ari e s id to om01 s. 

be c ~u u t er of pe ople 

He wen ou t o t he b~o- ver e n d fA c i ng sou th . "Ja s $ Rm s on 

P i b ~.~. On l y one ~Li ng: he cEn ' c o e And he cfin ' t t a l k . I s A s t r o · 

tney s f' y ••• ' l' ... ere v.e s " c o'11ccti ve i 6h end ever yb dy be gen to 

te l .t1.. . onas hc l u up a h--.,nd. . "1:--n:e h i zu r e s t; y ou g o n , you will hear 

a t 2t-pen l ater . '' · 

1r oups , t 2~k i ng Pmon g t em­

e l ve s . One o t¼o of tne l der wo 1en l in~ered , ve iti nJ · to be of 

servi c e , or they l1..n eV1 t, t et t i , .. e.3 cf trouble one u.md mu t wa sh 

t e t Gr . After a \~ .. 1i l e t .. e eu who n~ 1.-- de u p th :.,eP!'C :pPrty 

an w o ho.ct c· rr ied auson own l eft , l eaving on y onP s a n d Iil oneme 

w. th f1r i r ::m .. er .nu Ge fr,r,;ily . '.L'he ff-I ,.ily i s e l f' gr · Uc. llly 
!?n d r.ne v• on,en v no had lin ger 

re ,2,rned "ti o it:.; every ay r u i ne . ' i e ar, two e der gi r s/ orepere d 

tne Nir y , or.n i n ;; fo o d; ~10 boys \ e1. t to t.ne f i e l d-a to do tne .,ork 

fron t i.lo terr · b l tl i ng h i c.h l !'1 0 fR l en t cm . n l y i n t ne roo 

wncre S,.,n: "'O lr.;y w ' t ..... ere no ent. to the pr e occupn t i on wi th the 

d.i::5Pst·e.c • .1.1i d he 1e. r what t_icy wore sr 1i n g? i d he u n uer s t tmd? Wh a t 

t o do? ow to f in d out, HR.., he .hurting? q s he t h i n ,d ng'? h Pt i.L s 

h e tni nKi g? ioA to An ew? : r i r s::- t on one ide of the b i g bed , . 

Jon~-s on t 1e otner , I onar.e eAncd rgA ins t t he w~ll ncFir the d or . 

11 /L, t l t . .__.t V..'C do ?" •. r i r h2 Sf' i d. l t c. cai 
. .~t:-_ 
i nterva ls , t he rea li s a t i on of wn" t n Pd h~ppene d overw1e ed her 
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8n e~ . 1hi s time ~onab vn ·wered . 

"I v.ill go i n to Led Hills . I heAr s ay fdOrr.eone there knows 

"bout erbs . .J'ernaps t 1ey cFn he l p . " 

,1 onm,ie puuhed against the. hell nu rAi~htened up, m kin g 

i t an &4 t of de c isi on. 'I will f i nd D v i d . ~Pybe Davi a And SPrnh 

Know what to ao . '' He lef·t the room qui ckl y , g iving r. rr i P no ti , e 

to react or gai ns~yxx him. 

1 .1.hf'1i one never forgot rvi Cl,' t-n~i a w s i1:>ered broo ingly ; 

" ike tr.Lib one here , 1
' s he ooked searchi ngl y wt i;he open- eyed , 

r1io ionl es s f i 6ure on e be • "1 be t .ne wou d n g e e • ' 

'' 1ney sl ... PI'ed much,' Jonncl rerr.inde her , tr ... en softened the 
h~r shness 

/ Mmuui: of it ; 11 ,e a 1 sn red n uch.' 

' ·ts a l ong i me i nce thelli gone , " .Pt r r i r- rturr1, red . "Long time 

.1.'er t1rp:.:; ne won ' t vHrn t to come . L.e v~es a boy wen we sen t h i dB Y• I" 

" ,ho had done a an ' s work. 11 sruf 11 swile i'li ·ted a cross 

· om·n.:3' fec e f: n ~ as O ne. "And • he bre d tha. t f..FrGh like a man! vhen 

l ook pon ·therr, the t morn ing ~he as drunk with it, li.h.e dbee drunk 
I 

up to its eyes in honey!' 

A~· i A recElled it vi i dl y, ~espi te her ue s pair ELa Qe~re ssion 

crii l e of rer:.e brince lit up he1· eyes . ''Eee ••• l reierber; l .. e s. 108t . 
s~ellea of it. 1.t come so some•cimes :;nc.. :...t bind -cherri ••• It con,e so 

with this one ior me; I has h i s first Mia. i t in d h i m tone .~. " She 

niovea 1ruptl y, 'Herr u e , Sr> . ! 11 rei:.dng her vo i ce t o neer shOl.l t ing . 
i n t t:.ntl y 

1 Et=1 ay, ,.:d G ter,' t.1 onr-- b s ;:ii / vv ~chir,,~ ·t;hc n a11 or, t!le led. 

: f 1ih l. an .he2rd , t1 l'e wn d no thilig to cl ... w: no change in the 

eyes , no h. to! fee i n , jut 

.J 

11 I vil ·o novv, ' 

CO ,l e "b C qui ckly ~ it .... 

\\. 
ro~e '"I vent to · 001· . : \'li ll try 

" ood nlws• 

1rri n . compose d .her face in to a blPnk mAs.K end nodded. 
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. ona1. e .i:eBC.!~ .1e v~ .Llr _ge of Cyprul::> in the 
t ne se ttin~sun in his eyes , 

/ af 1.1 v1 ;;; s ~ .. llL .. J ·0y ti 1 chtH 0 e wl ic.h a ' talrn .• Pil.ac 

at Pf ter·n on, with 

.'ir t i n,e. , z my ye,,,rw n.i:.;o, 1., en e :--d co. e upon i t , ,.,.: 211 found 

r vi d :arah. f .. '1 i c d a. ong qui e v 11 y 'ti th n e 

..i. t e .l'1 CK, very li tt; c cul t i v ~ i on , · nu only fJVi d a ld Sr !'.'I and. 

t .1.e i ::- t .re cni l dr ~n; L 1 n 
' 

ona y i3l e , h re. e .... berod t l inking 

t tne t i t18 . ..lLis tic , r u c.1 · n1.:, ► e c 'l3 S , f t.11c st l i l, he 

o . e d o n oz r ,ore llouti s th n in rn i r own v l y a-'.; , oun t Zi n; 
we.J. l cultivBted 

more hou e t n 1e could cou.1 , ore tuc.ieed :v9.y i n/:ta Xlt i i!~ 

fi ds of corn and cane ana sh" ed by huge breadf u i tree s Ii.n t L.e 

botto of tn. valley , ner>r .,h.e water , otl~ers o t 3d o t .. 1e opi ng 

h i s ide lPnd . '.rherc \JC.co re6111L r T athwa s, p0cked s one fen c (; s , 

wooden fence , .nrxing o~~ o e of -ne nd • .1d do inP in~ qll t his 
on 

/ tl~e hi 'l st .. ou .h-we tern cr-e t, . C'! t .e chur h th...,t , v-id arJd Snr 

h"d vuil "ti an t le r 0 1 n of mic , yef:r · p ... r r,1 , 

wi c.e , nn d even to him r-in d the eopl e at .1, oun t ':i on. oments o f 

ui et , moments of res when no o ers were 2bou , e an 0n,.. on hr➔ d 

often of meki n~ th ourney co ::me avi an lOO .i 

upon tL1is •11 e l y 'nown c "'-· 1. of t. e i rs • .' .1~ e.J ", omet in · h 1 

la pene to r a.ke t .e.rr :f:U. t o f t .. e ourney ar t ..1..k aoo not.her tin 

nd Pnot,1er tin. e. And now ~~, · on wns p rel oed 11 ·wou. l a .e e c e 

t.1ie ourncy . lUt ½rint a ugc b i di ng tr~ en ... : c .. 1 Wfl!.3 ! ~\nl.1 ~.1,.. v 

s .10rpl y f;;l l O i n narrow roo ! :!e m~ t find out i o imvi u i ..... 
1 "• nd 

t 1is pros e!'CU' _nd flouriohi n(.'" n d , wit 1 le hOU:Je S, n F 11 

th-- t cul t i '~ tion , n d r 11 the peo le .movi n,,,. arour , w ... foun ue by 
' 

JJnvit And ~P.r , who hrd bi::e ~ent RW y fro tLeir bet t l.ene .t so 

long fi o. 'rhe big hou;;:;e down there , nenr ttc \\Pter, with r1 ll h~ 
green r 0lling l and rich in f d t ~ 

oo rees, thPt V>ie t!!,Pvi a. ••nd f:--r h h ad 
t heir sh~ck \hen he fir t 

fr ,\ !.L h1..;re t ._o e 1 rny ye-:rs r-il.So• 
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. on uG ¼r l ked briskl y down to what he knew was Drvi an Sqreh's 
l 

home . 

'.l.'h.e young en who opened he door to Nona:me wi=i s the s pi t tin g 
di:::. te:r. · 

imat;;e of lia.vid - s D v i d hr bee in the/ deys of t1 .. e ir lon g journey 

p i nto the h ills ; tPll, b i g- bone , broad-shoul dered ns tht3 youn g 

ev i u had been, a Non eme rer en:bered the young Dr-vi d when he, hi e lf 

was an even younger boy, looking up to D v i P the b i g br6ther to 

turn to in di ffi culty; the s ilr,e ich dPrk-bro, sidn dr flVvn tightly 

over the h i gh chee.h.-boned fRce , the SBr..e li~ht grey eye s · hich e e ed 
i tr. td ~ d!)rl:ne• s 

not to bc l ong/:tNx.tke:xliancxx:fa:«. or .Lf'Ce , the su1e reddish i nge to the 

hR i r which wfis fl cross be tween k ink P.nd tight cur , the seme feel of 

c on t!=lined strength I onrme re erfbered. he likeness tRrtle d h i m into 

A long be ilclered s i l ence whi ch the young man ·finally broke: II If i t ' s 

my father , he ' s not .nome yet o ~fo '11 be bnck soon. 11 ~he youn g 

h i d neAd SLightLy , i ncicPt1ng P ong b~n ch on the verRnflp, . 
c .ui 

an turn 

ot t ile s ,;,n.e voi ce , I ont1. e/hi mself ; so~t r , q_uieter , WCAKer; 

then it c c-.me to h i , i .K.e s. rRh ' s though eeper , be i n,_; ~ 1•,en ' s . 11 I ' 

frori , , mint Zion ; t hey cPihih me -on flm e ••• " 

" h y .s, " t 1B youn ruf:ln W8.;, war , a.1. i Ye , in ere t 

cowe in. ~ 1uot11er i a home; I ill a ll ier . r 

no'fl; 11 P l ea 

e If lung op n t1J.e ao or anu turned ':nd wen t m aJ , ctisap.t)eAring 

through A sruell aoor at tne fFlr en of t11e b i g roo • ih: 

dPr ker tlum t rn ou t.:>ide; on y the light fro tne open uo 

oru was 

~lld t .d.9 

t wo b i g wi ndows to the 1Vest prevented it b ing co 91 ~ te l .7 nr.r.: , 

i t I ssibl e for NonPme to ee . I t ,as a t en on21ue 1~ 

ever sen an ,:.t t h . e S , l hign s.1.opi ng roof e LAJ. een n ne 

c hurch , but e wr:-,;.j loo .. :d .; a t ·· t r· on. the insidt: n iB t i e . .1.h r 

wfi Fl ong t .-bl e in t.11e :u.. i a.li l e of t e r om; not s lon g a . th old 
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c oilt.lr,unal t"'bl c at .. our1t Zi on b...i. t long enough for a ozen people t o 

s i t comfortei bl y on · '1CL1 of t.i: .. e t o r.uR tcni ng .Long benche on e i thor 

si ~ of t 1e tvb e. J t t e two ends were two · chnirs, on-a slightly 

i.,. e 8nd .ai g .. 1er um. t.ie o the • nd over tie Phl e a Ar ge oil 

body and 4 l fl~d over, ung fro a ce iling bee , smaller 

r.~.:>s .:J ... co on the -cable 2 ;;jpri c eJ inte VPls. enc-es nd one ira 

is room was , evei entl y , uore t han 

·ust a~ iva te livin~ roo .; i t was lso ~ uee i ng pl ace . h nRme 

... , t on 

after i l 1;. e e sea · ? , .ow ,, u. .L d she re cei vo .1i n f ... ow 'OUJ.O. she 

SLC i lJJ hii bO sud.uen l y there took h i m PC to a 1.oi n,e on t na t long 

j un ey when he, Uon~r.H , .1, d R runn ing belly Pn wr:-s t o vvee to 

kE. ep U .. 'J on still CBrry hiu l oP .; D!">vi d md a1...en hie; lo r d end Ll)ade 

hir en o h i n w:i.t1.ou.; et int.. "the tilers . 'f'l ••• ~unny.i;he t 'ing s 

yo ren mber , things you thou..;h t yo ha con1 1l t. ce y for J'Q tten , t.rrnt 

h- d n6t been ·n your he, d for ye rs , and aoaeth'ng h ... ppens - o k , 

word , G uiih t - snd it Pll co es bac lik t ye terdPy ••• Boy 

l i~ D"~ i d , repcPt o! r v i d; on l y ~~r • ~ voice but as a an ' u vo i ce; 

ar; s tron ·-l ooki ng to , fig ir. i ke ..1.1£vid. 

Fe , 'cs so en6r o~sed in his tdoughts h diu. not se he t ill 

sh. waa ne r t he lo • tPb e And rPis d t e lit ? p she Prri ea 

li ,tle; then bome" int., ri t out L er Fl e .n I .i p to hi J f e t m re 

quic.ly and wrwflrdl y tlwn v2S JormP. f h6.~ . • Lhe p t t.ne l mp on 
t O\,r•rd h i n. 

the tab e r>nd C ... r. ,._/£ % rut E;.:, .lO g1 or t ing , tho l on derk e 

j u-~t !'lot touching 
µ _ 

fee t co ,pl ete ~. Ce the f'l oor , J_h.P.<i L, nor y . er 

~es part of t1e ,r t erinL hedoi; 
<; 

er rrernc e f illca the eLti re ro om. 

"N on e e? I.. ... it rea lly you ? e lc r1.e r,J dear ••• 11 
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i'hi s· over helr.. ing pre s enc e r .u: this r i h, omp lling , purring 

r a -li voice, wer e not s n 4n,e r err,embere~ 'urah. sne r e s t ed 

botn hands li6 n y on his snoul ders, cn:t down qnd k i s sed h i m on t he 

cheek, then s t ep p d ba kj t o examine hi ~ mor e clo s e l y , 811 the while 

tellin hi how ol a e d she wa to see hi and how pl eased TI v id 

WO 1 b . DPVi d h gone on a j unng~ and wold be b ck l a t er. 

Di e he a..."lt to vr i t for D--vi d or woul:d he in the rr "n ti ,e tell her 

ht b ou h hi fu er • . 

"It i s s,.-rr: on, " i9n eme s a i d . 11 He 1 
... i k; h c r-n 't t l k d 

he can ' t ove . eopl e sas i ts a s t roke ••• " 

s---rah l e t ou t her br e? t h in a long l oud i gh . ne li h t onfhe 

rs e " as not tr ng er ough for Non me to s e e .... :=irah ' ;;; fac e clearly, 

t o look i nto her eye d try .. rnd put a me .~nintS on t.L1a t long i gh. 

1-l~ 

II en7 " Ie vo i c v ~ wi tho f e ling 

"Son.e ti e in the n i ght. ~ e foun d h i m t his 11,or n ing . " 

11 c the h 'll?" 

1 On tne v y up. ' 1 

"Or own, 11 she add • 

"Y .s, II ... onan e St i d; nd fe lt tire su .... a en l y . 

0 0~l ea.:. sit O\-,n , '3 dear ••• I'm orr y;I forgot whe t a 
V tr .d 

you • ve/luui . " She Lp ed e ends t ice. shedowy feL 

long 

1_.e 

f i gure apJe~re~ in the fnr ct or. nioi ng ner voi so l t cllightly 

S r nh cFi l le ; "Some t nin 0 11u drink , pl ee.Je. " Jhc t urne d b ck to Nonem 

"Bad . " 

" h n ame ! What do J u me n ' bad ' ?" 

"It l ooK li e he c ~n • be l ie 

doesn 't know whP t to do . " 

it. Its ~ kin d of . shock . She 

'Y • I un uerstan c. wh t you me • He ~,a s her li f e, - the l ife 
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life 
thr ugh whi ch she lived; if th~t/is pRralysed , what will she do?" 

The sh~dowy fema le returned with fl pi tcher A.rid two mugs on 
I 

A bazrboo tray , pl a c ed it near S:-,rph and ~ti thdrew . Sr->r1"'h ' poured two 

drinks, 0 long one for Noname , a SI; Pll tokan dri nk for herself o 

"You will like it. " She seemed certAin of nis taste • . 

hPt if I don 't, he wondere , putting it to his lips . he 

wAs right, but it wAs more thRn juBt liking 1 t: all the different 

fruit · of the ea:rt.1 s eer:.1e to_ hAve i,; ne i nto it, be en blended with 

the refreshing mild sw e e ss of honey , to make a drink of heaven ly 

, delight. He took a long swig, th n another, then another till the 

mug wr s empty. She r efi le it for him and he .r..nev, she v,es pl ea,;3e d 

e t hi~ en ·oyment of it . 

"Df'lvid And the c:nil dren love it ~ · they dri nk i t a ll the time. 

The mi xture must be just right; t oo much or too little of' enything 
/ 

:::in c, it wil be .spoiled . It took me a long t i me to get the mixture 

just r i gh t. I l eArned it from !/'Pri a; onl y , I ' m better Rt it then she 

i s now; I worked lwrder at it, took more time, and I had more time 

beceu e I had only ~Fvid and the children of my own b dy to l ook 

After . She wanted too nuch; ·she used too mflny people. Perhaps- that's 

why •• o" Shes oped sper-king abruptly . 

"I t is goo , Nonan e s~id , sensing where SF'r h • s thoughts were 

l eading ena wanting to change the direction. 

11 Not to worry , my dear," Sr rAh S8id as though calming a 

, frightened ohildre't:1. "You must nev r be a.:rai 1 of your houghts. 
free of n,alice 

Keep them cl an 1=md/I011tJCR and do not be afra.id of them; do not h i de 

the bec~use you cRnnot h i de them from Goct . So let us say i t a loud: 
~ 

perhaps that is why she hAs suffered this punishmen t.0 
Ihe second tir1e, llonaue thought: hoN can she do it? 1'hen he 
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reali ed he lwd picked 1-p thi one too. "'he Y.8 eughi ng o t h i m 

ill a ooft gur l in voice , i.ike e t er unn i n quickl y over r ound 

pebpl os c:,n 2 '·unny \;inuy d1=1y . 

"Its rea lY very easy, my dear; if you earn to li s t en herd 

enough , l i .tec the bi rds do ond the bees nnd the other l ittl e reatures 
c l flr l ; t:nd 

d , and if you eFrn to l ook and ee/ lo e y enough . 11 

" Prtl ed , on arne,d ask d: 11 You an kn w whPt every ody thin s 

and f ~e l ?" 

"Not everybod • On l y some peo l e , eopl e c lo se t o ~~' pe ople 

~ c~ bout · or peopl e a t the otl.a.er end of j_ t ,-s ome times . I think 

I dll a l ways kn ow wha t l.1 i n fee l s or thi ng's i f I loo k: a t her face; 

but not .for the m:1e rea s n hat I 

11 Al v ays. 1 

ow wha yo l r .D vid thinks . " 

" . st of t ... o t i e; w n r:.iy own ::'eelings ar e n ot oo trong; 

~i th D~vid anct he chi dre rny own feelings blin rue most o f t he 

t i ~e becaud t ney are ~o stron g . As I tol d ou, it ~11 eg n at 

Itoun t Zion i th . r--riP who tri ed to t eA h u s how to f i nd out e bout 

whi h pl rn t s toe t y , chi n ,. the li t t lt cret=i ture~ Pround u s ~ find 
I 

when we c e here r:ind were 1 ne .:fer rl'fl J L:@ ■ R y9ers ,. the ~ 

l on eline s forced trie to l ea n r !'lri ' s l ess ons bet t er thar. she herself 

i d , rind I i :proved on them . c,o you see , there ' s no obeA , no magi c , 

no r: i recl e , x e_pt ,# rePl l y listenin ana. really seei ng. " She rose . 

'Co e , onemc , m e t the ci1i dren , e e t the f ~mily . I know they will 

w::mt to ~sk ou "lbout th journey we m".lu when we were run av y s l ave s, 

'I t i s l i ke a s t ory to them , exci ting an d hard to believe s anythi ng 

e l e; herder t ill to believ that it happened to t he i own ren ts. 

Co e we will r-- t on bi t out and tri 11~ about t.1:1e s e thi ngs t ill Drvi d 

co:r.i c& • 

''B.J. or:i ..;e ••• " ,.1 onamc a d t t t ¾' 1 , v n c;e re urn o hi::; own farnily . 
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u t ther we~ the need t o d something about c:c n son ; p rhaps Drivid 

knew whPt t o d • Better to ~tny , nd wai t for DPvi d. :Iis p..ry will 

e '"' S -che rea on for his Fbsenc e ••• " n, nothi ng , " he s !' i d anu followe 
equP l y l Prge , 

S,.,r,.h out of tne l"rge c ol d ,-,r!r ..1.pty ?'oo into nother ,/bri g.htlty 

li t end seeming l y crowded with people. He n dd.e , no t ee lly 
or c 

~egisteri ng n ... rrie s/ fi:i e , not c onnecting a . iawe i th/fac e , as 

S ·ah C?ll ed out t hen nes of ner children and of t rie c her .me bers 

of her h u~e ol d . 

:.i:h y wer, h-- l f vay hrou gh ne meb l w .... en Drvi d ~"' l Ke d in t o the 

room. o -,,e looke .p ct tne ·i nt str- uger , even e s li.ke the 

,.vi o h remembered then tne youn g m n w io .b openeu tle aoor f or 

hi nd who no '""t be i e ;in, . :J.'i1i ::. o:n e was big an d quiet in a way 

the , n d c n be quie t ; t he '."tne s ense of pe1=ice and u i e.t the t ixx.a 

Iona e f elt when r l ne n ni nd came fro~ t ~e presenc e o· his 

, niPn who h"d b8 en i s fr ien d !ci big br ther .t,PVid. On l y the eyes were 

the eys of e str8nger , cokin g er · ly, ol dl y , throu0 n you. 
ta k 

i e/ ,kxj;j; x at t 1-1e t b e .3to e • Sr r ~ rose , an ever.rbody 

stood up wi th her, s o ... ona e di tne Pe . PVi d" l ~ed o h i s p lAce 
an exPruine 

t t .he ead of tue tabl e , coun t ea/hiu chil · en 'A tn h i u es, er.:ibr ce 

SPrAh with hi s eye s, onl/ tnen Si)Oke to J on me . 

11 
, lcorue , li tt br o ne . i u r d ·o ve you. He took nis 

sea t; r:rah f'o o ,ed , ·tile a l t he ot ers . '.i.: ~e 't, lk rl; s ,ed < t vhe 

t able til.1. fo o d a;.:1 1 il e ea i :n f n t of .i..:~vi d . 2 , ;;;i • 1 ence returned 

while Dt>vi d bowe ,nis he d i n dilent prryc • When he r n i e his .a ·c 

nd s1,arted to ee t!1e t lk · turned once mor ; nei ·her o ;Or 

tooK any pa.1 in it. ona e wAi ted for tne n..eal to finish , ove H.ue 
(); 

by nse of beinf, o stran ... :er in r.. strenge pl a ce, unfn ili Pr d th 

t e know 
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t nis V\as s ill avi d E d f.,a a , b i ne s 

K ew; he W" s not oure t .t1R ne ne theLl no1r • I n il e of trouble 

you do no turn to ;:;tran ·ers for he l p: A_re t ..... - s e st a g 1 ow? 

After tne mea l t e ~• e arr. o ner s . ispe:seed 

D viu went into t he 1~ ge o , now w~ll Lit, foI A ,te i ng o~ .tila 

hu.r n afft=i i rs . 8 ah s ..... owe Tonam e s1 ~11 roo w11ere .. e would 

pend th gh t th n l ef rd rr. for f r 0 to do with the 

eff~ i I of tne chool b ... e a fo 11 t1 ch" l en of vyprus. Sh ~-, h:=id 

s i . II I rnve I ch worK , :oname; D.avi d wi tr .. r.1e J.Pn nd t he . 
hur h ,:, l \l t J.le c ori.n:un i t y ' s b aine s 

' 
wit the fi:.c. i :f Pnd the school 
. 

F.Jnd t he cou mun i ty ' b · i e ss t o • ey B "" taJ_ki gcb u t a parson 

c on. in - up f ro ... :i n 6 ~ on next eeK - ? ,h. rm - whc arit.-:i to t a l 

at t ,.u iurcn be OILing part of theiI hu· h; some of .h elders 

a e fo i t , so e egcinst. t ink v Vi l&. meue p is in so t he 

meeti g w· 11 not BAe n • ,. ine wi be o e r q i c.h.l y , t o . ~hen we 

will tP l k rb u va~ son. hast • • 
II 

onf.me cou n t re so h ef' "!;he l i ttl · ~nd fo n d is 
WPY 

/ ut on u tne on ,. Vel' d 11 y ay of the r \i, e e t ey lf..d er> ten, 
w 

Ilk 1 hou t going L t t b i g ro where the L'L .. eti f t t1e e l de s/ 

Gi t t ine there l one , 0 k i ng up El ·he ri 0 ht i:;t, ... i t le l e 

n ight, lib t he noises f t1 l i C ni ht rea re 
' 

the 
i 

sen.Je of/ ng"'n s eft h i m end he fe l t a." ease ilin. is 

p ace fo eel by :Dr>v i d ~nd Gf h wa.:; s o .u h i r , h j so many mor 

peopl e han tney had i n r. nt Zi o • He oul d underst~ d i! y . 11he 

v a lley, her 
' 

WE'J.,;, wi e 
' 

tn l r:nd to the w t r l s te ply s loping , 

i could SU Pin 0 e pe ple rn r e esily. l u t i t \iv d t FIS i ntiiuP te, 

no [ ;;j e l o..; ar d t 0 ana t off end isiihe t ed ~nd difficult 

to ~pproP ch ; and th re a s no n i gh ill like s, mson ' hill : a rich, 

br '"'d-bot to ed fer t ile Vfl l e y thi 
' 

but n o s fe i ding pl a c e Oti O S ' 
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he lmoet se'1l e 'f a l ey t ~ion for~ 6 r o p of 

' r nr-.w y s . ves . J i li tia r s 0 e .LJ.unter fro u. 3pe i s.h 1 own or t e 

Catherine P ... e ·n ould ~v~ reache he e ,vi t opee a .i..:. e .::30 . • ow , 

With n :cd i tia to fear, wi . o l c-v h"'nter 0 vo i -
' 

t ·. open -

ness of this E' lley , it~ e sy C ·e sibi i J hes I.:.18 it mor e ;,ro ;, r 

ous , e people • 1i n1e change s t e f o es of as "uc_ P o of 

people . All thi ~ nAllic sen e i::tx «.s ue stoo intuitive l y . 

.h~ land Chan re too, ·i th p opl e -n i r c ui t n . i t u spen ds to 

n ,ed , d'us to chenge , is V u d and eval e e 0 a in i . a ccordPn c e 

i th .th t r i ns r11d de 8 ds cf t e C a.gi i :L1 s. J.be ev l of e 

d e p pool t .... ount Zi n v.as dr pin g l ow· J r y y,.., • n d .1.1e 

knew th tone dey it oul d be too l N o s~s·ai n a l n peopl e t her e . 

-crhPpE:J, before t.r .. at de y , Pl t e peop e will ave · eft. :Bu t he , on a 

'tJOU c.. no ee. e . J.IJ.0t WP J. S lF.n t r1e Ol y lrn J. e •< t .r.H?; on y 

l and he ante • l1hF· Vta t r.1 · pi ece of eE r on v. ii h he i~· fe lt 

ree Fi n,an and b y;, he w u l a o .L..eave it, even i f · e p ol r i e 

up ••• Hr ere he n he vu eE, ,:;h ., r l of l ... e 1, a t e- it 

trickl ed s i 11 s d v n t o t e 

f owi nb i e ,hich ~~ s pe o t,..1 r·i v r 
• 

et\· rK whi ch 

f c.. t e 1;£1 

b uti fu pl 

, lr~ to M· ry 

rry river mn e i. :::: i i 

e th·~ Cyprus of ~vi e end 

bo- s -n .... il e t eir chiL . .' en 

e was i p c, s e 

• A r i c Pn d 

lli • ~ e 1t ill 

ol ; it ' s 

l c,..,rn i ng of good for cnila.ren o lePr. n 

rivid '·b crJ.ildr€n flt the ri; .P t b ( . e . • . '.i l. ,• ed a:t l orrn e oz a 

the stou~ 1 ~ c uP\ i Fn . ' n 

,hen he WO.Ke tl1ey w..,re on t. bench be si e l i , 

hoe ••• 

.. ge pitcher 

''..i:i rue to te l k , l ittle bro trier , " D/3.vid sflid in h i s deep qui et 
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voic e . "S.rPh to d me . You 

·hen NonrI'l.; f ini :.3hed .D- v i d asked: 'Whn·i; u.O you w~n t u s to do? 

11 Th.P t' o why he c me he e , }' Davi d . " Snr h s • .mded -'-esty. 

rit::: ~t. 
"Yes , ' David s t=1 id . ' at • -> to be done e i de Pye~/i i. xi:t 

" , e d . ' kn ow ~ 

" I ' ve se11t word to ;.,on:e of the ol der wo e , " le r i - • _" ~e 

i ll ,:.:.10 h~ t they sriy by morn i n • J.:l nre ~1 r hert "nd b h which 

~~m~~- e'll h v t :. ee t.t~ 
' ~e ;ve ' 11 d- c i de . f' t ~ d • ::: s h _ in ;,r=i in?" 1 vi d .,, ..,.1re d . 

"Don't now 9 " Non a e s r i • ,, 

"N t u v lly , ' Srr h s ~ i d. '1&_ J.J.. ~ iwtJ6 wJ f-~-e ctvte f ~ f<AM'I ~ 
"In t.1e .mornin r, the " Dr,vi .:;. ose a ruptly r.nd wal1·e d away. t 

I " ' V ry tir e ,fs s - i ree s in l y; ,, ~d e ' ., up e t. 

s mson . e-- il fl, ch t h i e e .D ,r 'l t .'"'ppe e A i vhen he ' , t J. • 

u «e t h like s to be ?l o , away fro peopl , v 

o don • t t ,,. i t nny v, FJ.Y . " 

r.,~ RY fro me; 

" S ' , l lri5ht ••• " ona; ha hoped foI s e ::uidrn c e , for s e 

c omfor t ·. 

" le will 

us . 11rust Davi • 

cOII,u thing or S2 s on, ' Rrr-;h a..,su. ed h • " ust 

u t how do y u t dt J opl c you do not undcrs t ~_d , who Pre 

o ou? 

11 
• .1 tire t66, 11 sh said, a...,.., in s n ,;)in{j l i · 1 vu • 11 : s till 

l lci you i ttl e brot er f the ti e of o J.rney; so he 

, . T et1 mbe • e r emem ber 

how S,t;t tion took c are of u s rnd guide d us ; we ha-ve forgo tten n o hig ·. 

Allri gh t ? " 
on .e f 1 s sha~e f ell nid doubts . 
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made for 
'O,...name woke early, long 'before daybreak; it nPd/tein1: a 

pl ace 
estless night thiti sleeping in P strange bed in a strBnge/kmx« away 

home and his 
fro.tr. his owr./1'.:f.ra:mxk.i xmw ovvn bed and wi thoil{t tn.e faniil8r prosence 

cf Li t.tle a y besiqe him; he ,~t:id s1)ent rr,ost of the night in the 

strange .ctreF .li ke statlj betv, ,, en sleep ar1d. wakeful est: thouehts , 

drec:ms , worries, i ntermi ngled , bec•1me as one, er-ea Led Anxi e ties 
which 
ii.a :t ~,ere part conscio · snef:3s, part d.reami n • He le.y s Lill :c,r· r-1 whi 

in -the hal -··ar · li ttle room till i nd i:-.trn be dy c eu11e Logettier . Jfka 

lie thougA t of Sr ,, son E-!Jd moved h i ~ 1Jody con.:Jcio i:, l y: erms , legs, 

fingers and toe s, musc l es - they all re ponded. He ~ot up , open ed 

~1e little .vc,oden window an dre ed quickl y by tne cool preda-wn 

light; f~om the li ttl e wi ndow he snw that~~viL And i Rh ' s house­

hod w~ ~lready up r~d f bout . He went out , expecting to encounter 

only t~ie helpers E:r1d t .e crJ.ildren; he was wrong. l'rvid and 31=1rah 
· b ig beck 

were in tlle/1Ji:a11 roow where t11ey haJ e 0 ten the night before , t wo 

ver;; old. wo.zr.en vii th then; , and severel li ttl e bundleB of herbs -:ie d 

in differer..t coloured Jloths stAcked on the tebl e i n front of them . 

The rich smell of fr s:shly brewed coffe e fil l ed • t11e room . 

"IIorn i ng, None1r.e , " S 5rc h B~'id . "See, we k,ep t our promise . 

These are the 1l£Das I told you of an they have brought t11e medic ine. 

Davi d illed ar. esrthen mug •ri th coffee end pushed it to the 

space neer tha mpty seat beside him . ttSi t here , little brother. 

Now expl fiin it a ll to 11iru, :c-:others . " 

11 Ti1i s one 9 '' tht-1 rros t , r i nkle c. and l~r:thery o.f the two le,-,ther 

L -hcwJ-01d wcrrlen, s2id i n1 whL;peri ng vo ice , putting r.: gnarl ed ~on A bundle 

tied i n the :red cloth, 'Ib ttJ.e first to give him o Pour boiling water 

over it. Tv,o yebas full so," s he in di c Rted the s i z'e of t he Ya,r~s by 
'J( 

shAping them ..,.,, i th her hand s i n the a ir. "1'hen you stra in e-n to one big 
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~ and cor.t:: it. Ci vc hi.n. a cup iri the mo1·ning and in t rie niiddle 

of t.'le dEy snd before 1 goeD to ol e ep • .1J1ow, hoitv to n old his tongue 

f-md p t it iri hi ? £now ho~ to ge food in t hi ?' 

"Oh Lr,rd ••• " 8 :-- r, h sighed . 11 i dian ' tl ink of m t. " 

11 Does rn( ri8 know whcJt t do?" · vi cl F s lte a f)d t1.1ey a ll looked 

Nor.ame shook 1i~ h"'e uncerce in y . 11 1 aon 't know. I don 't thi 

"Then ? ... ~ wil i e , 11 tne s~c one. old ½OmPi1 sr-iilft in a, slightly 

rr:ore r bu:::.t voice than he fi_·s • 

II !hen one of J u r:mst co va th Hon n.me to llO rn .mre he liTes. II 

two ol d ,rn eu l o 1wJ Ht eaoh other , t hen tne younger of 

the t vo n o:ided . " you will, P~stor . " 

11 u t v,e wi l go together , " ·"h~ e l der · s11id. 

"To help and oupport each o the , t ue younger explained. 

"There wi l tie r.,uc4 ' to do if he's uot t die. " 

11 If he' □ not n re8.dy ead , " tne e der a ' de . 

11 Jt l ri ~11 , " -v i J no dde 8 11 turne to ...,Preh . 11 :i:Vvo don .keys 

1u;w provision. Do we serd an.7one v,i th tile:rt? Or will l~.iume bri?Jg them 
\ 

bACk? 11 

,: ! '11 b~.~L 0 ther::1 back," l\ o Jf-:ir..,,~ .:111i • 

l ater 
"Gnc of ...1. 

l ..,~e 11 then . 

•. ust go an ... se e .:: / 111son/, 1 

.o½ ~on~ will you need to taJ"- there?" 

"'i'hree-four dFJy ,· tr .. e' elder s r-ii . "If 1 .. 8 1
0 still ?live. " 

''He' :J live! 11 Nonamo ex i oc1ed suucten l y . 

"Da::.iy ,li t l e;; brother , ' DPvi C:. •urn:ure • 

11 I ' 11 see to ➔;he prep rations,' rr~h SFid ana left room• 

gFi j n, s nl:iruptl y 9S he h-- C: • one the night before, D~ v i d 

got up ~nd wAlked away , onlJ pausing briefly this time to 1 y his 

hPnds li.;htlJ on the s houlde:cs of t ne two old wom en. 
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his time Srrah was no t there to t:othe wwr-iy Noname' s d.istress. 

DP i d di d not even l ook at hi m P~7.-left. 

A little before sunup a.11 ,, s ready. The two old woman had 

been lifted onto two ami abl e and equPlly Pn i ent donkeys . Behind 
pr.ovision 

them hampers of/b ..Lanced evenly on the hip of the donheys. Nona e 

h i n.,sc l f CPrri d the parcel s ·of pr1;;cious herbs in hiti shoul der bag. 

sf-ah saw th n. off. There WPS no sign of .David and Noname was not evn 

sure he was still at the h use . 

"They ill tf.rke er e of SPm on,' S rah sa i d; "One or the 

other of u wi l come and l ook for Samson and ta e the b1:1ck when the 

t i me s p . ell them thrt; and t 11 ari a to do 

say; they ~re the only ones who can he l p us now. 

he ~ill surely die. " 

everythi ng the Nanas 
lvz,,ttl 

1ellLi f she doesn't 

'Even with t at he nay die, " the elder cut in o 

"But I know you will do everytning to prevent it," SarAh said 

very .firm l y , mnki ng it en order . 

Then , movi ng £ixiai¥ quickl y , purposefully , Noname l ed the t wo 

donkeys out of tne valley of Cyprus an in the airection of ountZion, 

At the crest of the lend , before dippi ng out of sight of the wi de 

vt=i lley and Pll it contein d , he looKed bPck. "r.-:h wa>J still s t Pn din g 

where heh d left her, tel ad straight , her long dress down to t he 

ground , re i ating a feel of power . She raised her hand and waved , 

and he knew thBt that was whet she h,:,d waited for; she had known ho 

would look back , end she h d wai ted to wave hen he did, to ~ake up 

for Dnvid. He turned a ei n anc ed t he animals i nto tne next Vf"lley 
I 

end out of sight of Devid and SP.r h' ... pro pering Cyprus. 
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physical T~,, l Ay s ide by side, utterly relexed, all/pession spent 

on each other; end as Al ways at such t i fueS they were very c lose , 

"bcetfA l; Ci tfGAir, very gentl e , v ry c?ring. S rflh hfllf-turned her 

head and looked at his face by the filtered light of the moon 
X ip 

rePching in to the room ~~x••~xaxx~aeta~uxwnKaw through the leaves 

f the tell Avocado near· the high open window . His fa e was tranquil 

open, un:uarded ••• y David ; only I can make im be like this ••• A 

few years brck there hed been a y~ung wo P-n , a pre tty thing whose mAn 

hAd died , and $Rrah knew when the pastor 's c omfort of the youn_g 

widow hvd turned to so~ething wore. She apd waited ; it had not 

l asted long and he had c me and told her and asked her for h~ip. 

She h d t alked to t he pretty young thing who hnd then moved Away 

down to the pl ains where there were many other men. After ell the 

years to ether he had to try nnother to find out the true value of 
ir...M.£ wt,,~ . 

what he had . He had no interest mn e.ny other sinoet not even the 

1 oks he hAd given other, younger women before that had heppened. 

"You should have tAlked to Noname. He was upse t. ' 

11 What about?" 

11 nything. s,-:mson; the pAst . " 

"You know I can ' t do thA t." 

"You shoul d try. Peopl e misunderstand." 

"I eve so much to do, so much to learn. o time for i dle t~l.ki 

"I know; but you must try, especially with Elder Jones." 

"He ' s going against me; he wen t s us to join with them." 

"I thi:r;ik he's jeAlous of you; that is why ym~ Iuust make a 

friend of him . " 

"You know I ' no od et id e chat,s~r h!" 

"If he si e s with then,, thre_e or four other e l ders will 
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fo llow h. ; we \Pnt to stop that . ' 

11 'le .wi 1 hnve to fight him then . " 

11 ·ot t ill e have o , Drvi d. ry everything else first. ' 

fl lri ht. " Te sounded doubtful. 

' On S nday , after church, I will ask ell the El der s to s tPy 

nd break bread with y u; only the ~lders, no women . I 'll put Elder 

Jones t your right hand . '' 

"Oh , ara ! £Je ' ::., such !lypocr:tte ••• " 

"We mus try this WAY first . I~ we have to fight i/e will. But 

try this fir t . I vill tal k to the Elders who ore w th u so they 

understand . i ll y u do i t , pl ea'e?' 
idl 

~ all l ying/chPt is so di fficult. " 

"This is for a p ~-p se, mJ l ve . We must use verythi ng ·w 

h veto top them ta ing ov r our hurch. Jven if El der one s goe s 

over to them we rr.ust try to ensure nob dy els~ goe s with him. If 

hey ·see you tren ing hi i ke br her and i f he then still betr ys 

yo , they will wonder · f he wi l l not do the seme to them. It is not 

ju.:1t for h i m. It dl r. ake tne others s e. " 

"Yes , I see; you ere rio-ht s usue l9. ,hy aidn 't I work it out 

i.Ke that?" 

"You can't do everything; thrit ' s why I ' m here to he l p . " 

He bur out laughi ng. "Oh, my ,... "'rah! If I didn ' t know you 

so wel l I ' d CPll you a hypocrite . " 
ond vol u tuous 

She got out of bed, t 11 and stetue s qu / in her n2~e 
brond 

tight-tellied, fi~ -brea ed; only the flared/hi ps and the 

ness; 

strong 

t hi gh hi nting at the feet thA t t _1at body h. d borne eleven children . 

In t he h l f- ligh t the sight of her neke ness sti1 ed D,vi d afrssh, 

as t hough he ,ere s ee ing her naked. for the f i r::;t ti e. She sensef'd 
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t ne renewed sti~ ings of peJ in in hi m nnd er in d and body 

respon ded . Quickl y , she poured t hem ea ch o drink of her specia l 

nec tar. ow long woul d this burning passion cmn t inue between .t hem? 

en wou d it end? W en her body coul d no longer bear childr en? 

he hcd been'u~ing some of the ol d 1omen ' edicin and i t had x 

pr even ted h r becoming pr egnan t these p~st t hr ee ye rs ; bu t t here 

had b n nil) l e ·t-up in the p8 ssion ; no eal;)i ng f t he pl easure t hey 

found in El h other ' s bodi e s - as dee p and as w m a. s t a t very fi r s 

i e, after t he pain of t he pi ercing . Srrah u ttere d A silent prayer; 

Let it a l ays be so , Lord. 

"Come woman . " 
the e ning of 

Sho kn ew/that gruf e ss i n Davi d ' s voice. 

"Y u will ph iy tho 1 ocr i t e hen with El der J ne s ••• " 

" ... e s, woman ; com ! ' 

' 1 e s till hr ve rr.uch t o ta l k about. " 

'Afterwards. Co e !" 

SP s on wa s t ill alive when Noname and t L.e t wo ol d won,en 
' 

eached I,,oun t Zion. De sperate , Hot knowing wha t to do , ,.,nri A a llowe 

t he two ol d rones to take over and order an d comman d as t hough ~er 

ouse were the i r s. They brewed a nourishing broth compoun de d of 

mea t ~fre h, not s alted hey i n i sted - and vao t quanmstmes of green 

veg~tabl e s and yellow ~ oo~s. ~hen this was r educed t o~ t hi CA soup, 

t hey order e d help an propped up 32rson' 
hi s mouth and wedged 
t~~x}UlDl:§Ut;i:xil.ltx1llUtlltx it, and t k a o.n e he 

f orce d open 
gr eAt f r cme, aR•xiHRxiwRx 

# 

down hi ton e while the 

other s ppon ed the broth down is aat. It wa s a long slow process. 
I 

hen the feeding was done 

in ho t w t er made strong s 

hey trippe d hi m nAke and bathe d his bod 
~ e lling by the herbs they had SOPke d int 
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~hen they took turns :n:iaotiaging h ib stomAch end. lower abdomen in 
I 

f irm downvmrd movements, on and on and on until the elder sighed, 

dress8!li so eked in sweet,' It move ••• " 1£he younger went to the door 

and gai n summoned he l p , but only men. Jon013 nd Noname cPme. in 
and hol d it 

end were t old to raise the lower pPr t of S"mson ' s body/while the 

old worr..en spreed a pile of brord l eaves under hi:::J t, u ttooks . Then, 

with the two n,en holding Sa son i n a crouching position, the elder 
oiled And 

pushed her hand, / shaped in to a poin teu spatula; up 1 ... is r ectum. She 

pushed and heAved till it seemed her whole hflnd was gon e; he worked 

her hand , groaning And grun~ing , eyes closed, sweet arippin g down 
\ 

her fAce; then he withdrew the hand, slowly, and with it CPme a 

fou l noxious smell whi h f illed the room and a ll but choked those in 
I 

for e ll the open door nci open wi ndow . \ ✓hen the hand was finallypu,t 

the e l der held up ..:or t.ne younger to see, a hard , stinking, roc.Klike 

li ttle black ball. "The fork!" a in t of' tired triumph in her voice. 

1hen Samson ' body Toided itself. 

"He will live , 11 the e l der sr-id, wi ping her h and on a clean 

e dge of tae mound of lePves. 

fhe younger held ~ ton gue and a poured a dark brew do¼n h is 

throet while the e l der emoved the pile of f ouled leaves fro the bed, 

11 .ftll righ·t to put hi i.. llown now , " the younger tol tie men. "Th 

drink will make him :.:, l e e p for P l ong t i me . " 

"They lick h i n. bRd , 11 the e l der said. "I saw one take licks lik 

that in slavery time; he i ed . fhi~ one is strong; they lick hin.i se 

and he lives. '1t why tney call im Semson, like i n the Bibl e?" 
Jonas , 

lei ther/~1t111um nor None e 1rnew but Jonqs s~id: 11 Yts . " 

1·You c~n go , ' the el.1.er aisLdssed t1 .. em. 11 1£ell t he women to com 
clean u p . ~) 

• 
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.rw r i P did all the cleAni ng hersel f , refuBing to r-i llow anyone 

to hel p her , refusing to al low even Vi e or Any of the children into 
.uck , a 11 the 

the r·oo:m ti l all the/Jti:xixauut n ell was removed from it. Tl,qe t wo 
rt; 

ol d women cleaned themse l vee and went0L t he roo provided for t hem 
iN~YV\ 

ana. i meaiatel y fell as eep , s i a.e by sia.e, utter l y w~ -out, like 

two ohil ren who h0d pl ayed t oo h9-r d. When rric came looking f or 

them to f in d out what woul d h ppen next, they ere i n de ep sleep, 

ho l di ng hands, t he yo~ er sucki ng her th p. 

I 

The strange.m cRrne up to Cyrus fro the Ca ther i ne Pain end, 

as hough 'comi ng from Span i sh To n , though tney re n l y ceme from 

ingston . Th journey WAS e~si or on the ~n i c~ l s by way of tne road 

to Sp~ni sh town , turning off t Ferry forte step 

'.!.1hi:3 wey the cli b was much snorter th n tne c+imb by 

'.1:here were t wo of them , both on horsebAck; a thi 

l i to Cyprus. 
Li guanea. 

ay of/ iixg&J1aa 

man of smell 

stature wi th the dull yellowish olouri ng. f one l org i n t he t ropi cA l 
bl~ck trou~ers , sh t nd coP t 

sun, ll dressed in b ~ck,/with bro~d bri n.ed b Pok hat; the other 
with a burn t - opper dressed i n 

as tall :aui:/~l Rttxmrw black skin , /c nvas 
white by we and wee he , · 

bl e che 
ou3ers and shi r .t/mui:xax 

»xa M~nmmamxanawxkai with broPd- bri eds ew ha t that kep t 

hib fPce permanentl y sh~ 
ruled 

u11ak11Ji easily in ue 

d . The back r i der w s e o ed one , r i f l 

ooK of h i 8 ef e , m chete dAngling a t his 

ee on tu~ right side of the sPddl • He stPyed a horse's heed behind 
en oun t ered 

t;h white r i der , onl y going 0heed whel'l they/ px xek « people or 

ppro che some ·point of ~i ited visi bili y: a sh r blind t urn in 
cl titer 

the track , the cre s of a hi l lt, a/«xma» of trees estri cti ng sight. 

hen these were cleare e fe 1 beck aga in. hey h~d started the 
I 

journey earl y but the hot ~un hRd cAught up wi th them and 

breeze on tis par t of the hi ls ~t this t i me of the day , 

\,,.J) 

there wn s ft 
so the 
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white r i der swea ted profu sely and kept r:ioppi ng h i s fnce with a l arge 

snow-whi~e handkerchi ef . 

' hen they refl ched th:e u s iti r ts of Cyprus there wa s no need 

distant hill, anu the l orge p 

de tin a t ion. 

use ca it w~ t he. r 

"Wh[1 t a ·beau ti f u l pl 8c , os~ !" It wn s a surpri s i ngl y b.i g 

voi ce for t hP.t s i zed body , de p Bnd r ich the no t e s f an organ. 

' Ye s, sir, " oseph s r. id non ommi t ri ll$" . 

"Now l ei u s go and take t he meaov.re f Pns to DPVi, i f 

PP.s or he is • ., The whi e LJan purred ·.l 1s tired hors to A gen tle 

en er; the bl ack follo-ed uit. ~he peopl e of Cyr s stoppect what 

they wer e do ing to turn anu s ... 8-r e . 'i.hi s was the f i r st white man 

o come to Cyprus. thite peopl e s taye ~ .in t ie pl ~in s and t he big 
JUU_s l1ey 

_sta t e ; bl ack peopl e stayed in the ~s. s/ a neared their 

desti nR tion the whi t e men sli pve o~ hi s ?rrs on • ~ c 11 r wi hout 

alowi n hiu hor se , \\i th the eF-se of ozre t hi ng done r:ga i n an d aglhJin 

t il i t beoeme instinc tive . 

Someh w, by \ ord of m uth :pass ed cross the a11dscPpe y men 

i n their f i e l ds, by 

hol to tee next, 

i ttl e boy0 r unn i n. , i th the ~ord fro 
s 

ne house 

the ~r·ce nce and the comi ng f the · trPnger WBS 

l!.nae kn wn to DPvi d. rmd Srr~ h l ong be.fa e thei r arri vel. So they 

were w~ i ting when the ,s tr., ng rs f!rr i ve • 

:he white men sprPn g q_ui ckl y fron his hors an hurri ed fo wer 

righ t han d xten e 
' 

0 \ ATill ile h i s face . - Ie doffed h i l::l hat 

Vvhcr. .h(;; aw '"'r h . ✓lrn t s rj_ki g WO an, he t h ought as he t ilted his 

nead to look i nto 'C'viu 's eye • So this is Pastor Davi d. 

'Pa s DaYi d! So g a t o mee t you 0 t l a st. w~ •ve he1:1r d bout 
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RoJ2_ I J b r<oJL 

_yokr grent work . I m Past r ~' tr ve l ine secretary fo r our 
t'-

ch rch u Council of El der. " 

r 1vid t i< the ext nd~ hrmd end noted the firmness of the 

l i r, t~ I: n ' gri p . 

"DPvi d rown , " he said f :D1':aJPlly . Sun.son h"'d given hi , a ll 

of them , t 10t sur am ; h \, onaered menta ily how s.-.m son was. "This . 
i s my i fe Srr ah . " 

em n bowed sli h tly nd took Sar h ' 13 hand: " rs. Brown ••• 

I hope you do not in d to u h ruy con. ing like thi s . Our Pre si den t, 

the chPir en of our Council of El ders did ·rite twice , " He paused. 

"Ye s, I got the l etters , '' Dr- i cl said . ''I do not go to 'Kingston 

uch . " 

" Ve th ught s o , whi ch i s .'l:.y -c;:tey sent me . " 

So e thi1,3 about the man ' n enion, t he en ' s bodyguard SPr h 

j u dged hi 
' 

nagged t the beck of SPrAh ' s ·i nd; s mething f Prtilier, 

son.ething that wen t bock th -1- p infu l pes t o' t he ,;:,ys of i:Dendage. " 

She had seen h i m somewhere, or s e on e very· like h i 
' 

: ch youn?but 

still i m or s o~e one so like h it: as to be in. And tl'e mFm, too, 

i t wr-io pparen t, wes tryin o :il ec , 'p eh. 
RM-

n1our c pen ion, Mi:. Afitf&a ," Sf re h s Pi • She \ ould ake t he 

on in roduc l i s bodyguar d . 

"Oh I ' sorry, j,,rs , Brown . That ' o s ~ h. tle lo ks after me 

hen I treve • !le ' a ood Pnd f~i thful s ervn t of t.he church. We' re 
I 

very roud of hi . " 

Sreh~ was not li s t en i ng to the mr ; her ind.wen t bock in time. 

o ~ h ; Joseph . _hit vms t.1e nrirn~ of the young b y s he had tried to 

protec t. ,.Th t you , ospp ?" 

· ,.Yes , Miss Sereh , " the man s " i d , as he had s i d it as 
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e:ra. oy a lon · tim o .:is fees re~ained i~nP ive; or;ly his eyes ~10 
R.OJL 

"Come i nto the house , ' Dr-vid sriid to ~~. "{ou•ve brought 

.y wife· f:I _piece of her past . Le,t them· be lor whi e . 11 

. RA-e 
WI~ fo llowed avid into the cool dnrk,roo , suacten l y 

less certain of hill.self then he remernberd being in a long time . 

"Yo rePll y n y l ittle Josp h of l ong abo? '.l·he one I used 

to gi e foo·d out of the vvindow?" 

"Yea , Miss Snreh. " till only the eye hone with feeing . 

"Oh Joseph! Joseph! I never t 10 ght I would see ou r anyone 

from that pl ace again. 11 
• 

'"'he took both the z.aan ' s hAnds, squeezed th and led hi round 

to the back of the house where tho hor es 
d,; 

ould be stabl e . And in 
RQiS . 

her mi nd she rejoi ced; Odeph voul d know more of ~ pl Ans th?n 
R~ 
~ t hou ht . ~he pr:Jt h d sen t the an all y . 

.tll d"Y long the two r,.,en L fenced with each ot er , feeling 

erch other out , testing re ctions snd re pon~e , en~ell y explorin 

crch other ' s possib e stre gths a v,e kne"' es . ney t - ed about 

the nd ~ ht grew beat on thid art of it; bout ho D vid ana 

crrah began the buildin o~ , t.eir cnurcn long be~ore tne .• irst ettl 

c e int~ the vnlley. 

tone point, ~~ they crested a Q~1 nt .ill tnat le to l er 

ones ' non1e, t 1ey ' uoed to loox: b c .. :: at t e cnurch. Unexpectedly , 

vid s id: " ou Knm , we were runnv, y .i.."V s 11d our eeaar , Srn .• -.,on 

d ki led a man , ~ne driver who nad hurt h 
r"' cr(Jue l • Lo you . thin,<. 

"o will or ive im'? 11 

v~~ ·ege' .to give OJe o~ t ose equivocel ~xxi ~io caurc 

ansv-ers , tl':e .. :.itopped. hil'i ~elf. 
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"I aon • t ~now; I not one o-P tho r on no nowo ·the 

thinkin of tne ord on every tt r . Iell e , what do yo t1i n_ ? 11 

v i d count ~-'a vi 

l ace? C 

ar:ot er, question . "C n you put your p l f 

you thi n of your self as a s,ave?' 

"i o; a.nd l c nno t imO'lt t e true f'ee l i ng of 

' C'"'. t e o:c d 't 1 

'Wh t o you t ink?" 

man ho , 

on ' t o, ; 1. I o Oi i t at i 0 a 'Li e you , 

cruelly w i ppe , li e m on , and ung on a cro~ where he died; 

the feelin 

I now . ouc 

of buch 

one mu 

/ 
rm , tne~ in o: ..,uch _a man SAr,11.,on_ cnow 

t know i f ~e to be ~ PVe . 11 

ti 
• 

nu 

'V.hi te men av beelj o in to slr: very too, 1 T~ r s s a i d . 

"Ana to . i d y , i n Afric n he rab countrie brown ~en end 

b c men are holding ot r brown men an bl ck 
II 

n i n bond~ge . 

avery , ' uPVi d S'"'id oft y; "'"' 1 v ry. " 
t:<.o..12... 

' \.; every , 11 ~ conce ed. •• Crue t,y an in u tic 

confine~ to one peopl or one ~rce or o 
,VO 

na tior. i tyu 

r~ no 

''I e ; ut i here ~ iff' r ne e e t-i;,een t. cruel t 

an i nJ ~ i c withi n on eop e or on : ce o. one tat~one l ity nd 

t e cruelty nd i n· u~i ce of one peopl e or race or .a ional ity 

e e i n t nother?" 

'I · ve not tnought bou-c that , ' ·~c~ i hon st~y. 

11 er should n~ve , but I n ve • t . I ,fll now.I Y fir t i n tine 

ive r, ction i ... to~ y 

n: tter t a circums ... nc • 

crue . t 

II 

II I in = bout it and w wil 

Per ps 0 ti .. e , 

n ., .... 

... 

11 • .. i ... to do i t 
~L\~ 

o r i nvi t~-c 01 L to J 

lt tic are t o r: .e , no 

t. OU nt . c d • \4' as co : 

in ,., · t. us?" 
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" '! i nk about it nd we wi l l t1 1 ~gai n . 11 r:>vid turned tne 

surefooted mule abru;n;l y r nd le..i. the v,ay own he lopin" l nd to 

l der Jones • ou e . A mall, sli htly · ronic . i l e flittea eras 
-RD--L'-s 

f ce an va gone . - Thi encoun t er was proving ver~ 

di ferent from any of hi othe encoun t ers; notning i "pl e or 

strai !1tfor·wra .... bout it; thio m n w s in c ntrol , what ver Jone s 

ha to l d u.1._e ..,., ders . . ',.ou d ' in "ere sting to~ee ~ow Jones behave 

in ' is presence-. 

It a v tur y ~n- /;-~ s u tocary peopl e l stopped 
ana le=t ~-eir :1e~ct 

evrki ng/in the e r y E' ftJ Thi .;i val le remi n ed V · i ers of 
I 

the ·nd of th Shon J i n rica wh re .e ~ad serv d brief y before 

,., .ie i c ; i t · v as .., ... i nio tt..re var i on of t_.a t cng hon 

v ill.1 y i n ~hie .e a fir t i cov red h i gift for 1 rrn i n- ~ric 

l ngu gs no. 1i-.J bility ·o et on ell v i "t;h b r,c peopl e , -not 

bee use t .. ey were childl ik , mo t of i miudionary cc ~ee rue 

oeemed tc thin but bee-use tney w re , for tne mot p rt , dev~ tct1n 

ly a liter y s r ight .for· in h ir de in-~ it. eech other 

nd witr.r- everyone e . 'no ·e who were not ... r ig _ tfor .and, . t e 

cleverly devious cne.., , ·too ou ... ·n sh rp contras , i e tn rogue 

'"'niILe:!. or the ;;;;oc:.c devir•n t in . \\Orl of eccepted coilfon:1 ty . .!.:he 

ncestors o:' tne neo l e ~ in ema.:.ca 11 ere brought frorc no,:;her 

psrt o:f A~ric na t eir , over la ..:d r: o ctoubt by tbe bi tter 

ex.l,eriences -o.., slavery , ere very di _fe:·en t . 1:nere ' s t_ .:.;:; v-.-;; ·'c n um 

ith one group of tnem ~ou cF.n 

vo ·ce cut tnrough hia r veri . 

"o you wan tot l 

o o witn e 

out your b si nees?" 

II OU IT. an wit 'l cier .; one s '?" 

11 II 
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"I ' d prefer to alk with ~•ou first . " one said it ,/xilxiax• 

knew he hr-u walked i nto c trap . Ee extrt·c 0 ted hims- l f as be the 

could , Kno·wing- Jtkd the futi l ity o::' it FJ "ter his Hmg e.w.1:tv-:erd pau se . 

"I met Elder ~one3 in ingston . " 
1 &e's 

utivid k ii~turned hiu 1-;.end and 'loo.Keo. !.n to/xii: :tu.a eye s : 

"I now . ' 

'' anted t o find out i"" I ' m P liar Ho well , " Ree rnur, v..red . 

11 
• s we 1 o. s :v i:::.a t , r • 1 · r e • 11 

" Af;;; well r"" ;;-cur enem,. 11 

,_, , · e you • y ·~ . enerr.y , tnen?" 

"You ' ve treeted need 0uch; al thi~ feeling ,Ld fencing . • 

11 ....:u t are you?" 

11 TL.., t ' s a here. one , Ill~{ f;ciend . •• 

"To thin e. bcu t an tal bout leter?" ~vid augbested . "Like 

the 1>U t.;o e fol' your Vivi t'?" 

"It il::> ri y duty," t e rid .... houg tfully. "If I don ' t do it , 

so ecne el.cte w:. l. I-"' I re:'u.oea to come tney hot.1lct send son.eons el~e 

fhey tt velled in silence a='ter th"' t, the surefootea 1:1ul es 

roving easily over the uneven und an a the rooK-strc~~ t rack to 

one • house where ~Le ~,nd di pped sherply. 

Jones ¼aitea for tillm on ~ verend h, , big,_ heart~ ~rn , 

not quite a:-;;; ,ell 8-3 nEvid but · s bro d and as strapping. He was 

s •till in r.i...: field clothes end t e..,e clung tightly to his body • .A 

sr1"ll thin "'on-en po.!iect her heed out of th : door then disappeared 

'Greetings brother Jones, 11 !>Pvid CFlled . "I think you KnoVI 
j l 

.r . Rae . I ' m showing him around . 

A wide ingratieting smile that diu not ..,reach his eyes crrii.cked 
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Jones ' b_oRd f ce into 1eriea 0° m"ni ere cents . 1 l ~ome P ~tor 

t:iVid , tor , ! 11 ~io voice .. 0 \ ... e rty booming ring. 11 Ju~t b ck 

:'O l t.a ie d:J! .. ti" e to change! .:t.u t come in , nl aoe ! " 

p ke quic ly, cuttin,,. O.Ll w 
Q.. • 

t v r ~s 0nse ~~vi~¼ 

about to n • " •re just ass·ng , l r Jones; ·ust iantea to pay 

my re ects; not sto ping. I underst nd w ' 11 ve proper meeting 

to orrow _ter c rch . ~a~tor vi nd In ve muo~ to i cuss . " 

"Y e ! 11 lder o es boomed . "l under. tend!" e ppunded 

off verandah n wr P.e bot hi huge nand around ae ' ·m 11 

ale xtended and; f c e ing, ,y scold y ca culating. 'I nope 

your diec asio s are ~r 1 t.cul ! 11 

11 I • sure you do , 11 1 id s i a drily . 

"Greet your good l :, .LOr me , " rid , s ein he sue l 

figure 1 on t dr-rK n dOW;.;, ju t inoi e 't.ae aoor . "I ook forw rd 
. ·"' 

to m eting n r tomorrow. " e ... 001e, at avid anu hey tur·ned tneir 

ul s o e ner , p~ tnou h by r arrang ment 

s oon s th ir b cs were turned l er ones'. bee ing 

P r pl 0 cec. oy t ou .1 tful frown. 11 lhe • r close , 11 n a, id lio 

11 

r: 01:'cody in p -woticul ar . 11 '.J.:oo close ••• 11 

he two m n roe in ilence "or the best part 

of ne fan nour . At l. t ae s ia; 'You ' re a patient man , nstor 

D vid. ' 

11 tou -~ 11 tell. 1 e if .. -1ou want t o , " o i said . 

fl d if I aon 't you won ' t abk? ••• aeaJ. v.it eop e l i ke tnet 

mot f the tie; it part of y orK. ihey are tne one wno brin 

more co ruuni tie i n to O\.l.r fol a.; ·oo.1 l. a.eel. i tn tnern c:. ll "ne time 

an you et t ,;mow tn.em an , so i1etim -' , you ~row a little tired 

o - tne 1. ,... o efimes tae tiredness becomes very he vy • " 
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'So you tu1E y ro yo \ vrK. I 

"I,o; t .. e wor.t1. goes on; h ' not n ce.-;ioary no~; e m y be , 

.L.a te 
' 

t .. o g .. .l. ope nvt . I ' d refe to eal on y i . you and 

.r • .vrown . ou see cion' t call her yo ·r goo J. cty . ' •• 8t i part 

of our ev~ryd y aishone~tie req ired byte wok. " 

'' na if you ge nowne:r·e h ? ' 

' h we ' 1 get so e .. re . ea~ ry o . " .L\;;l sot.:.n ed depre.;s 

think it is -cime for u -co it own anC! tnlk . u y frien - t e 

very few I ve - call ne Joe ; I' lik you to . " 

"Are you our friend? 11 

" I ' d i e to e • 1 

' y t .tdng w.o.t i our '?" 

,, "1 ot ta ng; put i g it in a .:i. gr con Xt e II 

11 ro; prefer bly rio • 

"Eu t i OU L e t ' 11 

" t ill your ~ ife hou e in on 

'I ' m g you ~ hat.' 

"I .;,ee ore an you t in .. , • y .i.r! . 
1en yo ould s we 0 no- "Emt 

'I see t at, e d n:ore; I \i'O .I. 

ee before you clo~e yo 

SA ea . " 

..1./ vi eid hiu e ce n t~ey ro c 

S rnh . et t er. £.it t.tJ.e aoor . 

i ti e o t l ~ . V o d l' er . 

"'.!:he tnree of us, p.Lease," lae s id . 

his 

. 1 
• 

t.r..·y 

no II 
• 

union . 11 

o ee 11hat I 

ewe 1 a for our 

t. Vi y home in ~len 

D vid c .We~ ed er c. -eK wit t e b,.,c. o:' ild and, j- rare 
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10.v of i::-ffection in t 1e pre.., nee f ,:,, tr n:. r. 1 .1.;;t u e t 

t e:t1er; j st t_1e t. re o: s. l t~ e chi dren. '' 

r 'n- to arranee .att r vi6 ed Re to his -worte room, lo ,g narl'.'ow 1t.2 room !'l t ched to t.ne back o~ the 

house , jut i g cu i e a ndloc~ d pen~nsul . he two ong wells, 

e bt ano we~t , nad open nu tters running ... _o..., t th i ..... en tir lene:th , 
end rei=ichin r7' P-:..mo::,t fro f oo ... · to c iling, 

/ so let ti in bot.c. L rnin a .. CJ. ev ipg li ·ht; Y. a.,., r he roor1 '- s 

permanent.Ly b1 itn • a.rge oil 
d S .t! ike 

irectly above i;n.e lar e/·,/ b 

wri ti gm teri' 1, 1 e 

t ble 85c :.n ... t t .e ec.~t 

several u s; fou • 1 ir 

tr ~he t a plac "'·o ·;or . 
' 

He pi9-ed up r 
l" h' bible, b ,_, 

up 

• d. 

CK 

h ..... g fro ... c ilin 

,... number cf m gr-izines. 
Eit~ tr&y Ii th 
ir.1 c.;.. .: .. u e ~ o: G- e 

t .. e re t cf ·he f· rn"' 

_ink! 11 i e e • lei ed • 

C 
~ othboun ·, f. 110: .. ~r 

be . 

ible, some 

A smeller 

' s nectar ,n 

hi ng. 

''I envy you . 

nt d, rmch 

u ed, o· e of t -~ zr.i le i Pr't co~i .g away ror.: ,;. e a ck binding, but 

clearly 

, ighty 

o teac 

,., e rn ove . ..LO he1 •o t High and 

. 
:::r .l n , ~ e1 d r of th_ _ ai th , c . 

e ·o read r>r • 

''"id :JO.ctly. ' <'!he used it 
our 

d it to tenc ./:ta2 older 

I 

c ilo.ren nu we were a cne, be.:'or- the oth r c!;.~e in .... the v,..lley . " 

"-iow .1.on vere yo ~. o • ere al nn?" 

"Abou t n ye·ra, I ~rvid u i ., 

II 101 tin.e •. , I ro ~ . 
11

• idn ' t een; so then; llere w a so uc_1 to do/: e n. eded the 

ti to t to 0w eac o1ih r . 

"Ne, r lone y?" 

II Q • I 

"She 7.-u t · = e r won erful women . 11 
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11 &he i • " ' 
c:: c:r. ah C8.r..e in a tna"t poin t . :·ae 

confusion fn ·P.vi • 

n ed a quicA momentar y 

" .. .nat i~ he?" .... r:r-a.n a.3Aed . "~- a. " ice he?" 

"He srid you must b a wonu.erful ,vomdn . ,; 

11 n you?'' ereh a.ug .. ea. at nim wi"th eye • 

e aid quic~ly , suadenly o ndi ng very Scot. 

'' '.dme to alk , 11 .uevid sei - orus q~e y . 

'!Y'es , 11 SPrah aaic-.. , c ntinuing to lau5 il. at nin. with her ey;e • 

3cirrh fil ed t ree :rriugs vd th .. er nee tar; "t e r.ien ma de them-

elves comfortable i n c.n°irs . • .. ..., .iood ru a a tmo j p.aere in tne roon. 

cnan ed . 3arah stoou by t e Mi:gll w · e v.est wi ndow , watchi ng the 

c an6 i ng l igl'.t i n t 1 e 01anJe ii:it:..y; a i ll 01.1otl'ucted .her view of t he 

un s ting ov r tne r . o "' tl Cai b~a sea . 

"l,a.e:re to begi n , 11 1ae r::i d tnough tfu. J.. · J • 

1 ',ti.lY you wan t to taJ:<..e 1.a over , 1 ~ ra :i. sai • "That ' ~ a · good 

a po i nt. " 

"You. ':low uur ... 1 era wou.l denJ ,~1r:. t1 ey Mmt to t Ke Mll you 

ove • 0 · 

11 I thought we were ~oing to be ho.Lest , " .D;c vi d a· d. -
''I think it is impo:·tf'nt t.1.e you u11 e.1.s and· 

rtLsoni..g , t1ei:c -otive . L1 your own inte·e· . l' 

.;heo , their 

11 nd· Jou c1=1re P..bout our· intere t ! 11 !:;rra~ \i.es scoffi ng. 

\ 

'"'e l:~ld up his .1, nd :s..nd no ded !ii !"'c.:mow ea.geLen't of the j ab 
I 

"11r· ·ht , 1• .Dr•vi · brus e~ it n.ide . 'lilhat i:::; their moti ve?. 

"'trow .:1. nu survivrd ; survivsl and -rowth; the., interact. 
or we l ening 

~ta con-rac i on/2.d deeth in eaaot . You are not sin l er in 

your ch 1 ch her e . .. here , re others like yours all over this lPnd; 
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indeed, all over tne wor d · .ere ne Cris ian nes..> ge en p 

c 0 rrie<i . J.'nere' a bi t-cer str gg e going on vbout it in Africa . 

~ome of tnem re true Chr1s1iien cnurche, 11 I be ieve yo'rs is; 

otners ere isliortions , adnix-rures of christif.ln f ith end pa anisn 

0r cnistian fai•th ~nd sunersti ~i ion or c ristian i i tn en animi 

• ong son:e Afric n · we found ti;emp to graft C ristian te ct"lirg 

on to nce.stor woranip and apiri t wo .. :ship o t at river 

?na roe.Ks sswr:eu odd chris1iian a.a.a es ••• " 

nd tree 

·• mere are no ~·'1ch prob e in ou.r c e,' ~ r h said. 

" o,' ae a eed. ''.but un1iil you ?.r within the fold there 

is no a surance tnet i ay not co e to ·tn.at one a.ay • .1.he :purity of 

o d 1 essage muo never ctepend for its urvi r n perpetu t i on 

on any one or two er ons . A a.ey will come wnen you two Will hot 

e nere ad otners who may not be i e you ay inheri your church 

anci your res-oon ibil~ 1if s . 11 you?· wor may t J.en be i:::1tort4d and 

your c uro mAy be seJ to erve soru one ' ¼isn for per onP power 

over 0 ner • 

II And t i~ il;j noi; po.;; ible iiihin your fol ?' r.:vid cut in. 

'You kno iii i • :i.:he ni 0 y 0 t.r.e ruch of 0 e is reple"te 

wi n in~" nc of en u in ~e power of 1i e cnurch or personal 

0 er over other • 'nr.i . as one impor n reason fo ·he eforrr.etio 

11._.' t e Protei;j 1i res away. u even er -1- e V ry f ct of the 
' " 

i e a -e racing r1 ure 0.1. t e oL.an C 1uz • en urea. t"" t those who 

u ed tne churcn for persona~ pcwer would, sooner or ter , be brough 

o-P t e c urch. aer tne control oft e true meenin 

.he very n ture of the cnurch ensured 

nu e"chin 

e victory o~ it self- clean~ 

ing po e an e ul in e efe t oft ose ho ~ou~u ui tort it~ 

p rpose: So nei~ er ope 10 
I 

:r inco prev ileci for - ong «ex· ,ae 
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i n their · tten,p s to he c urc to oerve other th cnristi en 

n s . It i .. at ,-1 :1:·uc ure w ich we talk e out as tne fo l d i ch 

is t C ...,tren t of tne church. 1l'he C urc :;;t intcin nd trenth-

n th'·t stru~ture . v.e rr u · t 'ring Pll he ind p :ndently e abli she 

1·tte churc .. e:a into e :'o It 
• 

I A i you 0 • I •? I · '"'b -ar•K 
. 
• 

"1:hen t · truc ... ure ~.ill ue \·arke ed . 0 tne extent tae 

t e so-cnll d i en nt c 'tU'Ch, · ar .... ilowed to row nd f ouri ah 
to th t e = nt 

'/t.e corpor'"'te c. in corri unity b a d. the one gro sand 

-..,1 u u hori t th o tll .. r u t t in r n 0 uthority . That is 

the at re of things . " 

11 'i it," ...,--vid id . '·et • urc vo un e_s nd you. Are 

yo ~Pyin thnt he surviv~l of our church d n st e de tructi on 

cf our ? 11 

" ot th d s ruction . :.t.. t -in into -c c -fold. " 

t .. at i not de tr ctio? ou PY you mu t ., c 11. t 

our· and 1rn it into ne i yours nd th t i· not de truc•tion 

of wn i our? 1• 

"Pe ce , my •r1 rd. -O ue tro is to ,1p o t . ·o no nmt 

o wip out your c_urch. Hon t o br · 1: •• t i to th i ide.r· fo l f 

•l o h r 11 e- in ed cnr:tlc~.e ;;,r ctiuin · t e se::n form of rs ip . 

off r you ·he re· ter tren~tn o a •~der co muni ty. e c n end 

you ;1reachers an tee: c 1e.1S .. o help with your wo,.. • ·,e car. see th "t 

or cool s mar books and th r 1· s or yo r childr • 
' 

~ t your o,her rt re ~lRr hel end n truction . " 

fl d o •hese benefits ·1e .A.St g up ur 1 d pende c ~" 

e ail o u~ ·rrenaer o·r ind p 2 dence , or of i , 

to t e re ter wh e and. eriv "· e ~re t r enefit. Su_c j -'-h t i 
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re on b • 

"If ... t your choic 
' · id • 

"If it is your free choi.ce , " I; vi s ... id 

ff ut 1 t i II e i " e C nno orce you to t • oin u • " 

':Ano. h t if we aon • t?" 

r ced her lf. etter to 

r n sip a into 

it over i th . 

C ,. i nd 

rbove 
is 

. "I would be very sorr·," ae ~a softl y , i - bi voic ~ j ~a 

ihi pe • "I came here not c r i ng , doing . y duty C U e it 

JI m dut . Now , . bee u e I ' ve mt you nose n this pl.c e. d w 

sonet in o_ now it ca e about, I cere . " 
• 

II t not nough to tell t em to le v u • • • 
II 

"If I did they would not list·en; and I an • t l et y c r i ng 
And they· would not let me . 

inter,fere 1th ht must he en . /Ple e nderatan . They .n • t us 

le ve you lone and pretend this 1 ce oe s ot exi s t. ft y dmd 

core of inaependent church would refuse to join the fo l d and a 

score more would op up here ana. ther ••• " 

"And· soon t e fold of which you pe k would be too wea 

iro os its will. And that c nnot be all o~ed to ppen , r! nt?' TI v i d ' 

voice was bitter now, and tin· with su pres ed nger . 

"l'hat will t ey do , 11 5 rah ked , remote end deli berate and 

col d: " net will tney do if we refu e·, ,. 

" e ' s part of it, " rvi d S'"'id her nl y , " heir agent . " 

"Plea e , David. 11 ne looked earchin ·rl y t Rae in tne. fa,';)t 

gatnering gloom , trying to read ni min d ut his eyes •ere i n sh dow . 

"nat wil tney do?" 
' "You ill not notice it imm di tel y bu t things will be in to 

happen . nother place of ~orahip to begin with , e place li e ~l a.er 

Jones ' ; then vi itin~ p stor and more help end nings than you O n 
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give . .ou y kno e •ve t re dy got a piec of. nd were e can 

ui d c •rch and school, th n s o youY om enerou ellotme. t p 

"r l nodded I oa h h d to d r of h. parcel o:: land they 

h d boug· t fro lder Jone . 

Ae'~ voice ron don quietly • •• "It :11 slow ond teedy . 

, . in t .e end we ill win . •ve one it 11 be for ; ·e h ve great 

experience et 1 t . · r tever ou decide , be ure of one tning: we ill 

. ir. n t .. e en bee use e mat 'in end b C u fJ'2 w are stronger 

h n you. ' 

d t.he Chri..,ti n ju tice of 1 t?" S 0 rah e ked. 

t. r re lly uch n i c- sue involved? Thin of it . You 

h ve found d a. good community here, Ghri tin com unity anci you 
b st you can , 

"'Ve broug t tn t community t e me " s . ii,;e of t Lor~ s/~mcx mzxma.a:t , 

• d l thin_ you h ve done a on erful work. .Bu th church will te ll 

yo you Pre no Ii ualified to · inister th go pel; it ne :s ore thAn 
the i ll E'nd 

u. ·t/an int· t ki>o ed • of the Bibl~ . And the church a s to you 

' well done , thou good anu it ful servan • we are now r ady tote e 

over the 1or fro her ; come in~o tne fo l d. And if you y •no ' th 
oea JI.r-tter of 

ch rch begins 1 t o n work which it mus o . here/u tne/Chri tian 
. -to S.C.Jj 

·ui tice come into tn'"' ? ' -o , ,. rs . rom, I hate it but I see no 

9-u ation of an· ind o-:' j stice or in uotice involved. ' 

"Only 0~ power, I vid said bitterly. 

"Ye . t .. e po er an the 'urviv~l of' t c urch. n 

' 
}' ''And •.:10 e w 0 were sleve are not good enough t man g their 

0 .. c ... urche . only tho e who were once the aver-owners!" 
' 

II our anger is j t ,. Ra a id heP.Vi l y . II ut it V1ill chEn e 
' 

not ing. I 
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'And you c re no tni g . '' 

"I ·o car , y ~. ie:gd , but • • • 

"ou'c..re not rr. frien-!" .,.,avid ' s ra - 1vas towerin now . 

' 0 vi , rr.y e"'r , 1 
• , ... raha • o voice car ~e .ain: , nu e wa 

tertle by t _ effe t; t c .an • rage di .... olved in ta ·itl y . · en 
ne mov a. her heP SJ.i • t l J n d l;> o ·e to • a : " ou s your care . 

If cu care , te.1 U-.> whPt o o . Or would ta t b a bet.ray l of 

those .o sent you, of your iue? · _ t ere we to do to be left ,lone 

· 11 rou ·11 bo left or, , ,. c.e s id. 

'' ,i tc our ti val c rch in our vall y • • • " 

"Yes; neither you nor I c 11 stop 1;h t . " 

"uo we c .. n do noth'ng." c-tr h pres him. 

• • • 0 You c n do so etnin 

' he ctoes net . ean render , 11 avid ~ id . 

"I know tat; neither c.o i:J. I; cert i y not in t.tle ..L.ong run . 

'B• t urr n er in tne short run •• • '' 

".u,.vid,' s--re a~p~ ed . "Yes, r. e • • • II 

' ieese beEr with n ,'' ee s id. "-t• not ea y to explain , 

but you tv·o n ve leor ed p tiP.nce hen , end tni require:;; p i ence 

'to un er tand and p tience to carry through ~ucce ufully. " 

mer: ber of · ""rah tended hou eho d ce~e i n end l it he 

lo !p; StJ.e w s :fol fved bv ., two other carrJi ng tray o+' food v • ic 1 

""'r.ah arr r, e on the ":;eb e . :ihe hil er wlthdrew; cPrr h moti oned 

t le two n en to ettle don C, t .. e food . D via. s id gruce , and tnen 

t ey Pte t e e~1 u~ succul ent o eu 1:o, 
a 

casted brea fruit , ana 
~pinach-l ike green~ 
a E x ail c~lled c 11 loo and avoc, do pear . e end of the 

rra: snid: 11 
_ ea 0 0 

"C,l it what you will , " se sPid slowly. "CAil it t e offici 
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church or the e stabli .nm.en t or t e vhi te ·church - i1d it did, ho.,-

ev r wil in_ly or unwill ingl, coll bornte witn the ave systec, 

s you say - it 1~, ·at bedrock, part of ~yste of ord r, a way 

of doing t .. in...;s in ,., an :red nd rs nised w y whic" en urc8 stebili 

Anythin out ide that a,Istem hic:1 thre tens t s tr n .,.th of th t 

s te , 1 o t reatens tne ability. o you ~ee wn~ t I . trying to 

say?" 

"I underst nd," r h sai noncommit 11. 

"If you do then you will un erstnnd t t wi tnin the ;;;J tHm 

11 things -r po sible·; it i even po._. ible to ch ng e t e :;jy~tem 

i ta elf fro within. Th t ii:> w 1a t tne e:f'on tion w s 811 bout . Our 

protest was a inst tne doge tic domination 1x.llll of ... ome. It took 

time. If you w nt to prate t Q inst t e domination of iine cr..urcn in 

t he colonies by wh_ te peop e :'ro u.ro o,i then, ., we n ve done wit 
' 

our reform tion, you r.ust first be wi tnin t e fol • An e. we did 

from . Rome, you will meet r t 1·esi::itr-ince, end you will uffer set-

b cks, but bee use you will not be gains\, t .e ~~em even tne et-

b cks will h ve e e e t of .victory bee us t ..... e i.ll co11pel c enge 

within the aye te • " 

D vid, co1.dly t, ou 11tful no , s i : " ou ~re elling u to 

give up the indepenaence of our church we n6w have, to oubmit to you , 

becon e p rt of your fold, "'nd tnen try to chr-n e you. 'hy shou d w ?" 

"Beca se," S·r _ cut in , "He a ys tnnt is t 

survive . " 

only w y we cen 

"ore than urvive~" e s .id . "Trke over, in im , ~ometnin 

bigger tan you could ever b 11 by yoursel~e . You, ~nd people like 

you could, in time, beco e tne Counci~ of Eder . You your~ lf 

coula beco e the Presi ent. " 
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h~ut you are not part of the Church of Rome , " S r rah SP.id. 

'You br ke away to be indepeDdent . 11 

11 ~·,e were o:f t.ae fold, in t .tne fold, till '1e were driven but , )' 

You rr.ust be in the fold , you must be part of the system, if you are 

to chrllenge it, to change it successful ly, even to bre~k it up. 

You cannot stay outsia.e and do ao; it will destroy you . tt 

'So we are beck at the thin '" of power II Dc,vid s~id. 
I e, - t 

PA_l of life hA~ to do with power , 11 £Be said iKpetiently. " You 

yourself are reacting to~ A cnsllenee to your oower. " 
'e . . 

"1- did not build it at anyone else • s exuense; · _we :took no tning 

from nygody else . " 

nAnd" 3an~h said, "We alwey:a used it morell y, a tne Bible 

teaches . 11 

11 ou were fortunatel:g. Thinga were c· ear end ldimple for you 

for a longer time then for most others . That siznpi.ici ty c nno .. 

continue . The u~e of power i~ complex and difficult end tne church, 

in a.ll its forms, hes a. greP ter experience in tne use · of power than 

any oft e other systems on eerth . ~hqt io why we know yo .r inaepend­

enei!e threatens gur power even while we adltire you for it. Thi=:tt is wh;y 
I 

we aey C?~e into the fold na snepe us to your desires . fhat w y we 

will noii have ·.to destroy you. " 

"Having ta.ken awPy our indepe:arl.EiBce , " .1.1a.vid jeer d . 

"And offer d a greater," Rae said. 

"On your terms , through your system, tr1rough your eyes . " 

"That is the difficulty, 11 Rae said . .. d I do not OW th 

arJ~wer to thEit one . We broite ,with Rome but go on trying to live by 

. ' 
the purest and highest ooral le ws fir t li:?id down by Rome . " 

"Not Rome," 3 r h sr>id. "The Lord esus himself , ~hr • .Hr:q:~ . " 
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"True . But without the sy om, -r;i thout the str ·ctures of 

ower d v oped b ,o_e, end la r y s, ~ithout our mr:idsive 

org nisation r.d o er t~e t rching of t·e Lord esus ,oul d not 

d t1e e rth ana so do .inated men t t ven grea t tellporal 

pov,eri;; bow be:'ore t . ! • \\ oula he v remained sma l , n ob cur • " 
\\ i th a 11 your power 

'And stiihl , ' S,... ah ,..id soi· 1y , .cu. CPnno le e one l i ·-tie 

independent ch rch in ore 11 le V':' ll yin 'the· hil s a one . " 

cue t e c.u cl nd +.e nature of ch·rch power can be 
appear to 

frat"D1en ~ nd de:.,troyed ~ t ,ey. )' It m y no~/n~ppen b~csuse of 
or wit ers o:;nd dies. 

you or your church, but each thing liv~s _na grows/ t the expeb)3e 

' o somet ln. lse; i f your Ki nd. of cl rch grow it n.ust be t the 
our 

expen e o ;'DR ysten . But you can ma.Ke th~ t system your own an d 

t ke i t ov r 1 tim • I b liev t 1 t i wh t \ ill _ ap en on - ay. 

no I belie ~ pdople 11 you t\'O c rJ b t:1e ione rs fo, t a d y . " 

D::,.vin mur ur d:'. Jd S n · id o own before 1.e an I .ill 

give·you 11th rth . " 

Let U:3 no ass-ult ac .. o her :.. t . .:. t. e scri• ture , " . e 

proteete • 111.rh .... y can ce used to ra- ke ffY c~de ·~s well . ns yours; thoy 

'lril not help u in thi.i:.i ins ta ce." 

I A_\'}Q if ·oir , ' ~·r-hs·::>id. "hatwi· 'w, hav too'?" 

",...u mit your1:Jelves to 0 uid-ncet .:>Ome instructicn , perhaps . 
:matter s 

,e man ge ha e/ c e:f lly ~o th re will be no loss o..i: digrli ty , no 

l o~ of res ect . Your cas would e s~eci 1 , thi I can pr ise you . 
-

wou d suit us fr you to sit on t e ouncil of~ d r ut th r 

cula fi:r·st have o be tn~ su ci l irrntruc i or. a r n tion . " 

II I ffie ber of your ch~rct a slave , " -.;urah cu,; in. 

''I v, s ba ti:::ied fi;er in -W.ction . : · Vt; D"'vi that seme in uc tion 

end I bf'>ptised hin1 b I was bapti sed . i'he .1.aying on;_~~, hand~ is 
~. e/v..,i.AJ's ~tf~ ;f;,~f fUA.~ t/::L ~ du{ ·kn_ ..AflkC. _____ __.... 
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l icence r bl c uit or white collars. 11 

no ded and mil e • "'.!:. at wa before the ch ·r·cn bee.., e a 

po er y te, r . ~ro ·n . ~o'ay it is a power yste , tne re test 
l..o. 

in lll.e 'lorld , ano. it mu t nav ru.1.es. ·e will appl y th m with/cere . " 

"As you ro us of p r ind ~enc i th due car ! " 

'Plea e 0 D vid,tt ~ r C ed him a· i n . ln wn re ~il l it 

lead theri, r . ae?' Vih t wouih 1 ppen t cur church? Our choo l ? 
/ 

no wil be in ch rge?' 

11 nere re if r nt w ys of handli ng th t ing • • • II e 

stopped bruptl y, pe ed at t e ~om n ' shedo y fee int e up­

light . " y re you asking these t!1ings w.nen the an wer do not 

really in tere t y rn , Lrs . ro n1" 

" o try nd una.er tana you , r r . e; to unaerstend what .enner 

of man c n co e and do tne e thins nd s y t e are don in ine nAm 

of o • " 

"In t e name of t e church , .[rs . rown; in the na .e of the 

church . " 

11 e church of God or tne cnurcn of man?" 

11 ·.r ey re one ana tne same . :But about n.e , mq am , it is i ,ple; 

I ' m cog in a great achine , conscious of the power of th t r vchine 

and t e rules for tne i ng ·of thet power . ,it 1in the rule s I can use 

tnet power, even torr, e things easier nd ore bearable for peopl e 

l ike you; outside that et m chine I a nothing, just as t e Presid 

of the Council of El ders would be notaing without that 13Chine: it i s 

wnflt gives us power inaivia.u lly ana collectively. If you c n ee th 

then what feel or wnet you fee l is •Only important witnin he fra e-

work o:' th t chine . " 

"But you a 11 ('! · re a n,an, "· r h protested. "You h...,ve soul n 
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conscience . You h ve choice, f e wil l ••• " 

•r • begi ning o t ink he ' rig it , --r h, 11 "Vi cut i n . 
\ 

'hink a uut 1 t. ,t em ber ou ... · lon trl - bout the ch rch and 

l ver 1·.ney tried to UP.Ke Cr..ristian of us, they aue Christin 

of you , without preacning ag int dl~very . he wented UB to be good 

Cilri.:! t~n ~ end good slavee a1i tile sa e time. Re e ber S"n:.son • s nger 

a bou 1; the t . 11 

''And yet , 11 Pe oid. "it was the wor o:' the church , r;ore 

th anyt ing else, ht lea. to bolition . " 

11 I O t re; not among us, 11 .u vici obj cted. 

':Cut still the church," rne retorted. "io be to erated here, 

to be lowed to do its orK here, the church hed to eppe r to 
0,.cq~tl2,$e,e, 

\__a.~cjuieee • 11 

11 'he parson v· sited t.ne re t ouse , " S rah s · d col . "I 

know. · I was there. I ssw i • de was the friend of the owners, not 

the slave ; t e .1 entertained him a d he saw the sleves i;t,..rougn their 

eye . the one who ca e to our pi ntation had no feel i ng for us , no 

Chrlhstian 16ve . l Yia~ young but I could see it. " 

'He we.::;; pBrt of -ch system , " Ree id. 

II And th tem V> a l very,' D via s~id 

i nd yet we en d slA.very," ae aid. " i thou t ho l eeale 

augh1;er or urder. \,e ended it by 'si:':lg the syst m. B t there is 

point to your critici m. -t would have been eEQier now if we had m 

it p~ain then, if the church h d ade it pl in to tre sl ves then~ 

e~Deci lly t e Chri tian slaves, tat accepting the f ct of 

did not mean tnat the church was approving of it. ··1e ma e the 

V ry 

we tlbll mak the t.iota e,of confubing illiteracy with ignorPnce , 

a~ thou 7 h peopl e who cannot red end write cannot think 
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And o, owing tha~ wnAt we were doin w. r ~11y in eir interest 

we did not bother to e e th ,)1 vei.> understan our I:J tive And 

or u·po e. ,e dealt 1th you aa vi 

I thinx: that 1° s wron • " 

p~rent~ with ooli~h children 

'Yo till do it,' 

"Real y? I the.t • At I oin no·? '.re in_; the ar 

trut about pow a. ~ . 1 C uau 0 ... pow r ~he tie ch.rcb i ght urvive 

E :l .:lou iah? -
It VI 8 s 

abou f irne 

don • t thin ye er bei 

rah,' thL,., ti e, 

_ou come here and te l l 

t,. · .3 time , • rs . Drow 

F ~ Yu tel to me 

ou re eit. r going to 

tP- e over o 'de._.troy our cnurc. or.d h n ou ta k to oe abo·t not 

being fair! fo, 
. .r . . ae ! .i:h t tre -Cillg u 11· e C il ::.--en " 

" 0 are bein unf .ir , rt:> . rown, t Ha irlsi te quietl y . 

II I thin.It I under s tc,n d i. hy but i l. i,J utill u "'£ir. ou are turning n 

ar...: ·n:en of reason in-to one eel· ng; sr.1 .,_ C n no more argue with 

your f -elings thrm you can :"ti t mine . 

other • hough • e can even ry 

ca "tr to understand each 

rt na each other i s fee ling~ 

~.h::> t we cannot in con ~cience do is ar ·u . ·tne S..ip riori ty of one et 

of feeling over ar.ot er . have told you th intenti snd ethods 

0 f OW' chu C • 3 - h v_ 1 id 1~ out befor. you p 1- nu 1n·good 

~ ai tn , ho- d · ng b ck no ... ing. ul you l ve f r1~ d ,e to ke it 

- fort.right'? co h ve one it, you 

k ow . - , e done 1+ ore now , jo holp · e . oul d yo re J. y h e 

_re::'erred not to mo,· • I n l t nt is invo v din the choice you e e?' 

' e,c , '' ...J vid sr:>id . "lt . :;. becon:e co rson· l. e r!re 

nots s c ee!'ly nd c l a •,e ~ho..il a . :.1.. t · t rest for now . 

will tslk < • 1n to .orro • " 

D~vid roe an l't a· l ~ oil P, wen~ to the doo 
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opened it 1:md · P i ted for .i ae . .. $e GllU ·>rah rose and faced each 

other . £he towered over t.ne l.i ttle man . ney seemed w~{ward wtLth 

e ch other . Irnp11ldiVely, 2'1rP.h offerea him her end . 

11 1. •m so1ry , M:r . Rae . This means mucb. to ...._ ; it is a ll our 

l ie . " 
. 

"I ' . orry , trs. Brown; sorry to be -cne one to bring these 

ti ings; s.orry t ere is no we.y I know fer tnis not to happen. " 

SArah straightened her back, raised her chin , . seeming even 

tal ler , more statu.esqu • a.e turned and fol l owe David out of the 

room . Sarah· emained , putting the uaed dishes together . D8Vi d led 

R e to the room wnere Non ame nad B.1.ep but ltae was in no mood for 

sleep. T'ni s , he kne , woul a. be one of ti.1.os reatl esd nights which 

aff icted him from ti e to time , whenev·er hit:1 "'i th w~ 
' ' 

isturbed 

or u.'1 derr;d ne(Y ... nd hi:;.; ..)pi ri t troubled. 

1 I am not likely -co aloep , " ne aid to David at · the door . 

'J...,., er v~s c bond of un erstandir.g betwe n then now; both en 

eem d unwilling to pert witn each other. 

"' en why do . you do this?'' --vid asked. 

",:;om eon e hat. to . ' 

"i 6t nece sa:i:ily you/ . " 

11 Soneone with lG&s fee li11g, perhap ? 
I 

"lou k ow Whet I neem . 1
• 

"'Ne do not want to uea roy what you nave here . " 

"Doea it me ter'!' 

0
- think ·1; doe ; and. o do othe ... ~ • 

end yo r v ork tha i you 11hinR. " 

\ 

·~er know more about you 

ttit i,on • b th, smr.e; it can ' t be the same . It ' .;; already 

started c anging. " 
11 ! .know . That ' s why I didn ' t wan"t to top at El der Jones •. " 
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oo a.t him an beco a r iu of what might com . Chenge c Pn be 

... rible " ima , . an the wor t 3rt i that JOU cannot :.;top i t 

even if you ee teat it is not for tu best. " 
f-e-

11-1-ot ev~n ·through)_ o 'er of your sy teul 11 

'I ' not 

" 01·ry. 

• : n 

i n"' our c se no1r . 11 

1ere • r in the o · a ; v ant 

al c out o yo r oh- rch?" 

lVvay op n . ' 

11 xp c te d i to ·o • 11 

' en t me ·o COIL ? ' 

' I ' d 11 e to be lone . ' 

~ 
"Allri ht t 

,il l op 

n; ocdnight. Sty OU 

ere ' l be ~ mecne ~bo 

... .. a to D Yid . ' 

ill evi sto ped ~ turne bac • 

to bing you some . " 

on• a you l ike . The 

i you \,; e t anything . " 

11 If you ooul ILenage t -1 c .a. nge , if t ey agreed to l eave you 

to 1 anage the c 1an e , o ly .u l ping wa.ere e l p is needed , 

oul d you join us the ? on • t qnswer n w; th'n~ about ti" 
II lri h t. - '1 thi nk abou t it; bu t OU ow it will not be 

our c ang: i ~ ijot co a ou~ of our conditi on and or needs ; 

i t will b your c ange , whoever m n es i . " 

" t i,;, he dam e _e r," ae s i • 

" en eRve us a one , 0 David ... ai ... oftly. 

" ou ,mow we can ' t . I ' ve expl ined that. " 

11 Then he respon i bil ty :'or . .'1 da ag ust be yours too . ' 

11 '.J.:_at; i~ easy. Systez B of power ind o difficul ty tnki ng 

re spon~ibili y for denage an estructi on ; that i ~ why~ ru r.re m de 

uo ea i l y , \,hy eopl cen be pu i; in c i n , hy even the church c n 
be so br t l +, ti w . P.nd sti ~ cannot f nction w· out yo t om .• 
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Sy ... tems ere faceless, consciencele s , heArtless; but they irr,no8e 

order and keep tne peace P.nd naKe the future po sible . " 

"Then wny . worry about the dr>mage," Drivid s ia col dly . 

" hy will you not understand ••• n 

"You zteen 'hhy will I not surrender . o unaerstand , al::l you w nt 

i~ to surrender . het i -whAt JOU ,pnt . It is not enough to taKe wh t 

is min e . You w nt me ·co tell you it 1 ·s r i ght for you to do i t , not 

in so many word , perheps , bu t by understanding . Well, I will not. 

If you hAve ny more conscien ce than the s stem i n whose name you 

excuse thi s wic ·~aness then let that conscien ce eat in to your soul! 

I v ill not unaer tand! I will not see with you ! I will' not give you 

my mind " D vid walked awey , hi~ big body e moving monument of 

cont,:,ined rege,t{ . 

Fore lo11g oment John ee stood by the door, the hot l ittl e 

oi,l l rr.p growing hovter in hi hand , a quiet depression over him . 

How of ten heh d done thio sort of work; and e ch time it w s differe 

from eny other time before . Thi time it w s more personPll y pAinful 

bee use these two h~d xlliaaax revived ol d spiritu.P.l doubts . The 

~trength of tneir fPith wes its s!Lmpl icity: ao wh ti~ right and tho 

wi l ~ fin .avour in the eyes of the Lord en hi blessings i ll 

fa l l on thee and protect tnee el l the dayo of thy life . Or is there 

more to it? e, t.he body of tne onurch , are tne conscience of tne 

system; we do w1at we do for the gre ter glory of the church. Then 

wny do the goou ones , tne best mong them
1
resist us J oh rd? hy i~ 

onl y 
it/easy to wi n over IDIX~ the sel f-seeing nd tne crooked; why do 

we so often n ve to bree tne ood e.na the upri ght and destroy their 

works? Oh , Lord, give rr.e. tne Btrength to per.:>usde the s e two to come 

into the fo l d , tow lk,with Ub Pnd conEinue t e work they n vest rte 
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her. or th.ynrune•~ ...,·e • .Amen . Johll ae placed the littl e l Pmp 

on the bedai e tabl e, e s~r~ng it we near nothing w ich coul d o~ t ch 

fire , theri he left the little room P.nd ~ound his way to •tbe back doo 

leeding out of the house r.nd ~p the l opi ng n.111 to the church. he 
I 

Q 
moon had not yet risen ~o the lenc was d rKer than usual . A dog b r 

nearby , belf-announc~ng, helf-chellenging his pre~~nce . A voice, p~ ·a 

un een, growled: 11 1 allright; L.) parson, hush." ·The dog as si l ent . 

He felt and smell ed a fine mist coming 1dofin on the v l ley. And suuoen 

he re:c.emb1:?red his lonely chi l .dilood in a crofter • b , cottage a ong the 

Scotti sh hi l l . -ot the same, really; very Much co l der and ver uch 

bleaker . So w1.y thi~ strong remer brence? At other ti es of'. d ep 

depression hib mind hau slipped aKJixa%ip~ a bacK to those hard ye t 

trc-nqui l chil ~ ood day~. But never as sharpl y ena strongl y a this 

night. 0yond the .:i'lirength of our ays tem , beyond tne inai s:put able 

reeli ty of the harsh l ogi c of the needs for the survive l of that 1:>ys t 

what ·right h.ve we to de~troy the work of gooa peopl e like these? Is 

survival ju.utificeti on enough? He te eal'."aaz:tx of •our • change an 

•your' ch~nge . ~hey needed no gu.id nee ~rom us and our ayste to ge t 

to this· pint. Would they get beyond it , perh ps beyond our s3stem , 

b thernselv if we left t_1eni to them elves? But how can y;e leave 

the lone . • • Gui de us, 0, Lord that we y o hy will~•• 

~rvi stood et the open winaow of their be_droom. Serah w~ s in 
o.ar.k 

bed, her long hair I out of its tight knot ,no v made a kinky7h<.:1 l o round 

her f ce. 

"He•~ entering the church," uavid SPid . "His spirit i~ reelly 

troubl ed. " 
" f he is ~ " s h , goou men , sre S""id thoughtfully . "Then ne shoul 
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let others do thid dirty work . " 

" ot dirty, my de r; not from their tandpoint . ...... inful, 

perheps, wipl.er- s ~nt perhaps but , aga in froa their standpoin t, very 

necessary . 11 

11 Then w.ny _ his di tress He ' s not going bac_ to thom to s y: 

Don ' t do thi, or , tnin.K it i ::J ._ ·ron g 'to do thia . ,i 

"You are being unfair to hir. , , Frah. You know tha t doin g wha t 

you are sure is right cen still c ause you istress. Pn t me to ren,in 

ma you of ~ome of the time.s you yourself were so di tressBd?" 

Sahah ' S zr.ood ch1mged , and er voice with it. "You ' re ouddenl.l 

very clear- he ded. ·hy , ffiY DPvid? hP. t are you seeing?" · 

"Thi nk of him , '' Drvid ' voice was almost i mpersonal. "1hink 

• herd about him and all ¼e s~id to each other . ' 

''Allright; now what?" 

"For 11 "the power of his aye"lilam, for all hil:3 .talowledge th t 
, 

we cannot resit it and win , he still wants our agree ent. Think. 

hey didn ' t a k for our agreement to turn us into slaves. " 

'But they aid use ome of t.ne sih ves to becon,e drivers , " Sar al 

s id . 

"Now you are thinking , "David approved . "And the d% vers had 

to agree bee use they were the only slaves with some sort of choice . 

hey could choose to drive the others and get t.e ·benefits of bein g 
'1 • • 

drivers or ·ney coul refuse n remain 11 e the others and often 

~ffer more punishmen't :'or havi ng 1•ofused. -Di d you know Sr111 on refu::; 

to be driver?" 

"You ne:v r told me. ThRt why they hurt him Qo?" 

"Pertly. But you see now why' he is so ~t1xious to win u.::) ov r? 
~ 4~~ 

They want drivers to urive a.- souL r-nu soiritsJ._into obedience to 

---~- n-,:s {).. W ~ ,u~ ffh-miul vhluJ fj~ k~." 
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.. V~' 
'A slPV ry of them nd; a s1~very of the pirit. ~ n , v i d , 

it's terrible thou ht. o s he understan this?"J 

"I on • t ow . We must fin· out; k him under tan d. 11 
' 

"Then .vhet? ' 

11 Then nothing. He mus't under tend , th t i 11 ; and we u t 

understand. ' 

'Is it f ir to hiiri, David? H~ does not have the choic th ... 

slsve dviv r h d . H c~nnot say no ithout betr ying his own _ i nd . 

hen t __ e qi:x.2x sl ve refuse to b c; driv r h was ~'yel to his 
~4\LUo..~· l 

o 'D~ If thi~ ~an refuse to do hi~ cnurch's bidding he ould be 
r:. • + n ~ kf(Slti ti 

d slo r l to hi ' o "n T - ~ ~ O'l,,I\ '1 · 

·"Bu t
1 
~i ~ roan , •an ts us to be di sl.oJ l. to our ov.n . H i a l.i ke 

the ag 1t of t ! ie al vem :;1ter who say to us you come end be our 

ctr ver o bl~ck oul P.nd we i l t c r!J of you. ' 

·e re fuse._" "He ht~ other w o will do it, 

II o that , Ema e knows thet. o vhy do a he trolibl e with 

u ? " 

"He to d U.:. hims lf, 0 rah s, id. "They don ' t rnn t to de troy 

what is her~ nlre dy if it can be voided; t 1m o er nd uild on it. 

Tl' t i .hat th y , n . 'I"' .nd ·that p rt of 1 t is rensonable, even to me 

hat is not rsa on ble i to take it again t our will. " 

"Yo do not need r-eason when you have power . " 

"Then why the attempt to reason with us . 0 

" ec use the conquest of tne ina is the mo t co ,plete vic•tory. 

' r1"'n it •is not ju~t our c rch. " 

"No . H~ tol us o ni self. He was honest with us . 

" o make u over , not in God' image but in their ime e . " 

11 S0 that we dee the worl d ana ourselves through th ir eyes, 

· es they s e e us. We must ma e him under s tand that , s. rah. " 
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" hat ma1tes you think he does not a l ready?" 

"Bee?use he ' s out there, my dear . l3eceuse his spirit i s 

troubl ed. Because I .thi nK he is a good man . " 

"Oh , my D~vid , " she protested in exasperation . "W ct mar s 

him a good man'l ·4.a good lan -uage? ~e good. mPnners with whicn he 

tell s us they ere prepared to build another church here and turn 

the people Pgeins·t u.1:J?;,f Ilo, my David . A good man would see that 

whet we are doing is good @ntl give us his help or ~eeve us alone . 

You know -th.-· t . " 

'And wh t of their systen.? Are you ssying a good nan will 

not become part of their f:lystem? All the·r power, all the.tr strength 

i1:;1 founded on their system . e is a men of their system. Vie cannot 

say that beceuse ·a ffiaIJ _ia a servant of, his own system of power he 

cannot be a good men . " 

"Jesus stood up aga in:;;1t the system of his day," S rah S'"'id . 

"1;,1d · the system destroyed hin .• • Were those who destroyed him good men 
. 

"For tnere to be gcod order there had 'to be e. systet to con tro 

and mauage the p9wer . :J.1hose who pposed the 'Yi:ltem were bound. to be 

destroyed by it. " 

''So this is soruethirJg you and I have not really thought ebou t 

until now. It is not simply , good men and 'bad men , ~:•rah. , '.!:nib is 

the thing we nave not seen and could not see as long as we were here 

alone . First S-c..son , a11d then your .Bibl e , taught us to wora together 

and to build together, and so it 1as been wit all the other corununi t 

of these hills who esc...,ped f:vor slavery or turrrnd t .. eir becks o.n 

tne slave ways of tnc plains_,{ and plantations wp_en ~lr very Y..ak3 ended. 

~at we did not see is that their.system wi l l not leave us alone . 
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Perh ps it cennot le ve us •~lone • .. er.naps their syf:ltem has to t ke 

over end take over and t Ke over unti l it ha control of Pll the 

orld . 11 

"And turn everybody in to drivers for their sy~tem or el se 

destroy them?" 

"Perhaps th t too , ruy S"'roh . " 

"But wny , D vid? V,hy?" 

".Bee use anything not under t eir power threatenl.i it . He said 

so . " 

"I know tn.a t ; what I Mmt t o know i s why do they have to have 

this power? ,hy is i t such a terrible f i re i n them , driving them to 

such tarri b l e thi ngs'?" 

''I don ' t .Know , 11 Drvia. sPid heavily .. "Let us see if he doe s. " 

there waa a l ong silence i n the roo after th&t. ~·r h 

snugg! ed deeper under the light _bedclothing. rhe h i gh pitched whine 

of a solitory mosqui to \ Be cut off sudaen l y sit p~~sed too close 

over the amp ~nd ¼ s i nst~ntly scorched to ueath . S, reh ell o·. ed 

body and mind t n relax. 

''Come to bed , " she murn1•.red sleepily , as .;he nad a.one countles 

tin.es over the yeP.rs , an then, difting off , ho l f - heard hin: djust 
~ ... 

the hutters .of the 

be side c.twir~ aro. 

window, t heBrd him move aero.:>~ the room to his 

the hef;V/ thud of the big boots , the rustl e of 
r \-

the snec\ ding 01 clo~hes , fe l t the bed s g with his weight , tnen fe l t 

hi~ and leened ner he8d ag<in8t hi~ chest end , siiJJQllK feeling sAfe 

e r,d secure, ~ - ' to a deep un t1'oublec. sleep • . :.Javid J..A.y thinKing 

end brooa.in · for ner.•rly an hour n.ore , then he , $adii deliberat l y put 

all thought out of his mind rn ::'ell into e, deep sleep . 

l Only John Rae , Blon e in tne q,.,1.iet and d~rk 
celing d church , was too res~les~ for s l eep . 

t ~ " o-A 

nd Ubtere high-

UWI L
ibr

ary



157 

The morn in ., ... un cast a warm ..;pell of trenqui l i ty over the 

church on heed oft e ~ide valley. People, in tneir un .y best , 

c, e strolline;; to he churct .. from n.i l es around, tile/_f gny brigh't 

colours the wooen wore o iallel, ~in~ t .. e er. t.1.0 · .. rm th cf un • 

• y ca1 1e in twos ar.d t • ..re s m~d in 1 r er f u.il grou- b t uell and 

orue:n , boy and irls , ,.nu B lnr a num er of ol r"lnnie their 

need tied 1th t1e colou ed bend n 0~ ol very tilliC • 1e younger 

o en wore pz e tity woven t:i." h t it color o ri ons 

of white "'hct red end blue &nd pink. The men looiee' wKwar<l in j cke t 

~nd ties Pnu unfanili r Sun ay h, tQ, t e boy uncomfortP ,1 

t.eir u ual bare eet enslaved in h ~vJ ohoe and boots . 
received 

t h8Vin 

vid arid fta ohn ae/H :xia.i i'ax t 1e con r g-=>tion 

under f hu e br e ··trui t tree nei::r the c urch door, urround.ed by the 

e der of tHe church. EP.ch ruen.ber was introduced to trn vi..,i ting 

wni te :p.- b to1· who hE d hands .f'.ke an 1ord o:f welcome fo ch. 

Tnen they t .. ey ravi tc. tea to friends 1.d cqu int r1c s nd t .. 1e talk 

eccui.e spirit d P.nd lively snd t e tILosphere t .. r:i-t of a 

outdoor p r '·y. 

-crni 

Elde1· Jones a .d tne thre El der;;) w o were hi;;) supporters in 
bou .d in ~ingston 

"the move to have their· church join -:;he greeter church/on who.,;)e behal 

Jlaxk.lt.ai:xa a tue visiti ng .ra.stor wa l ere , tit yed self- port--ntly 

c ose to~~ visitor, e~ ing that ell he congregetion ~a where 

tney were . 
1 

• i tnou t ny ign o:!' r 'ene 

peeking to DP-vid or~ rPh nen not 

congreg tion . 

ee in a new me be oft e 

At on_ point ·rrAh L .. ned li ward llae a.1.· whitip reo.: "-ou 

ILU t not ignore your upport r , r . ae . " 
11 i h ... could, 1 ' e w ... L.:pe:ced back, wic ed i:nA e .:.n his 
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eye • 

.. r. r"' • rown!" Hne moc'od baek in perfect mimicc -, of her , And 
' 

roared O his own humour . 

11 iou ' re veY-y cheerful this morning, 11 
, vid a id 

11 here • s n time to eep and. a ti e to l~ugh , " .n!".le r id . "I 

-en t to l0u.gh on _thi:3 be:=-v. tiful ·orning. I we t enough 1 · at night . " 

. .:-Irie f l y 9 avid ' l> eye a met l.ae • a. 

· " or ua'?" DAvid 1;1urI.:1ured. 

'For mys l f'," tae s aid , roting tl.i.e wRrm caress of 

voice i n ~. u6hter somewhere ju~t behind him . 

YIOI!len I s 

"Spreh wonc ered wheth r a ·ood man ~hould do your ork . " 

"Arri I goou man? Doe s , good Christj n have to b e good nen 

And ht is bei ng ood i n ~i in~tence?" 

"Lr vid thinks for you _it is ~erving yo r system , " ~ ~ h i d . 

" \ hat do you thi nk?" 

"Can ' a ood m~n serve a bad system1" 
\ 

"You hFve judged it then?" 

"E 1~1n the l u~t to power that woulc contro l everything. I s 

tna t no vour y- tmr,?" 

"Let him laucrhj. for now , Sr:-reh," !::>Vid cut in . "Corne; it is 

time to ·b~gin . " 

1'he very ol d num who 'c · du t.r it w a, ren ..,. tne ch ~ ch bell for • 

the la~t c ll And tne _people troop d into tne cnurch ••• 

••• At the end of the ervice JJevi a told hi· congre ,... 1iion: 

"_ou .Know .1: titor ae he vi 1 ted with us tne s e p t two de ;y~ • e 

h ve talxad And we will ta~~ agai n n tae El der s will be a part of 

t t tr1lK . Some of you know wl'rnt t is i s Pbout. You ill her>r more . 
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:row ... , s tor ohn re will give yo~ nis message of e:,reetinga rare. i s 

c 1u.rch. " 

Te• very ure of him~elf, ·•< e thought a~ he mounte : the 

pulpit, very u:e of ni people; not at all tte seoretiv~ po ·seseive• 

ne sofa m n jc~lou~ for his personal pow,r Elder Jone hed hinte 

at don1 at t .. e .. in 6 ton office. 

••r bring you greetings of' the .President of ou.r Counci l of 
and 

I"ldera enc. of ?11 the Flders/of all our congregations all ov ':>r thi 

land Ar all c, ♦er th world in the neme of L:hristian love end Christ­

ian unity. 11 The high-c linged cnurch with it,- huge wooaen · fterb 

intensified t e deep richnes cf Rae 's mel odiou ' prechin 0 voice •. 

1
• .Amen!" El der Jones led; " en!" ,ny voices echoed in uni~on . 

"W. ~re vi:3.r L pressed wi tn you wcr here • ..,he feme of your 

pastor , Pa tor vid 'Brown , h"~ trBvel ect fer end wide . Yen speak of 

him a•J a good e 1d i:ise and Chri tie.n leader who w l.'i{,_, in tbe fo t t 

of o_ur -ul •• Anu no that I h ve seen it for 11y elf, now t1 t I have 

nad t.. .ri vileee of spe king with him end .b.:..f:3 ood and gr cious lF!d 
' 

.. ae look .d At .., rEiLl and his e;ra.., twinkled moz entcrily. 11 ow thP.t I 

h.., see a_ d fe t the spir;, t which in.3 :' ire your efforts, I under-

stt:nd why n.en ta ,,:, of yours a t e ost uni •ted na productive 

Cn:.ci tin corrimunili7_, i n a::..1 tie l·--a • and I can :3P;f, f:co ·t1~ f4lne 

of my he• rt· Amen. So be it; .Let it e J.w _ y'd be so 1ina t 't. e b tlSSin o 

t.c..e Lord , y el ways be on you ~md on t.11ose who ... eP. you in to the 

p. the of righ teousn£~ sa for Hi name' - F3 Ke . n . II 

en!" ttle co11gegation said; and 1 "t wr:,u warm pprecietion 

of both th- e .,.nin . of C e word~ eno. t .e pre. mer ' s r..rt 1th whic 

ney .ver clel· ve1·ed . 

II I corn) to offer yo"- t., , h na .of brotnerhood, to invite . you t 
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shsre with us t e wi;iadom 'nnci the goodness you have found and brou&ht 

About here , and to receive from union with us the i:Jtrength end the 

support which comes wi tn the grea"ter power of greater numbers . Alone , 
, 

you , or indeed, any other cPll country church , can do only ao much . 

:together, unite in one greet congregation w icn embr ces t ... e vhcle 

country and ell the coun triea of the wor d, th re aro no l · its to 

what the churcn cfln do in your name I nd ow:• np.me and in the ncn:e l) f 

Jesus Chril t . f.11,en . " Rae stepped bac.ir dramaticall y , eyes closed~ both 

arms reii.;t:;d . • 
• 

· here was a momentary hush , t.nen vociferouu • .muen • and 
' he lleluiahs ' 
• nli.eii ltll& ' . 1RVi d wei ted "&ill the hubbub ied down , til l the 

congregation WSl:> si)..~n t agA.in; he w11i ted till the people b ca1:&e 

restive, coµcerned end unea&y over hi~ silence , ti l l they s arted 

turning to each otner equiringly; only then did he rise . 

• V·le th nlc PFstor Rae t'or hi strong rne sage of Christian l ov~ 
I , 

and brotherhood. " His - peech was eoft, ca.suel, conversationally quiet 
over t~ yePrs 

as nib people hAd grown/to expect of their pastor . 0 I am p:-,.eesed th ,t 

the pestora words moved so many of. us . We must be moved and stirred 

by word of unity and ·1ove A.id brotnerhood . ut afterward we mu t 

think ca ly end ssk hPrd questions . And t.1.1ere are questions to be 

ai:::ked , nvt !?-bout Christian love emi ChriatiHn brotherhood , :.?or we 

ell agree on that . But 'hho is my broliher'r He w10 aa,y so or he who 

show so? And how does he show i t':1 'l'hese az e q_uestions to which we 
own 

mut:>t seek ana lfiind our/runu,wi,~ . These are not questions ot1erd cen 

B:SWlfEr for Ul:i . You iCilOV. there ere some answers a man 1uust fin for 

himself; not even e brother can finu theJil for him . ·e welcou1e the 

hand of friendsi1ip that is offered. Fri endship i s a good thi ng ifit 
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i• a th:.r.g ou whicn tv,o decid ; .:. t is not a thing only one c n deci d 

E u i'crce c,n a othe1, . If the 'two do not decio.e nd a re , r:...nd one . 

puts i .... on tne oth r, i is not friendship , :vhate'\ er el e it ia . And 
a womAn to love h1m t 

i s + a a u.sn annot -:orce/ nxx lt.Ex.!!fflx1txJr if she · c n o t v nt,( 

oo any l ove of m1J ·· i n · w _ich is force - by one o 4 de on t .e t er 1 ~ 

no love . S i; not c ly the mar. vho uec i d s; th,.. ·o e:c i ,e 
end doftened _ r~ce 

::ome i es 9
11 r re sr.li-e touchea/t.eir ~sto'r • ;,/ r:nc bro· h't r 

i:ng .:l iles :to . eny of the older he~tls ·n the con ~roe tion. "c-o .. etim 

wnen tr.er i love on bo tu. sides , it is the V\oman vho l e de the r:.y 

while E Kin the fol .-n thinx e is ~e leruir.g bull . ' 

e es in 5 ered on °P.ruh'· face 1: th front ro • "lt \ es so w· t ny 

u An as lt is ,vi ti )e p - e so mus it be with .J ra i wh -I., tor • t, • c; 

I 

"'e er.. ll;;;, system • I he: e n.u t be lov from both ic.e~ to L11' ·c vil-' bo 

'11 :.:.is w O~ t_liE chu C llUSt t~ itjk an tal about . I en '¥ e hAve 

don SC nd come 'to 8. pcir t , w wi let you ow , Pe · tor 4 e . hEJt 

io how \~e nuve a rn.y. don our bu9ine 1:3,3 here . l t 1. ho \, •1 o the 
I 

lord-; busine:J i 
I 

-c_ 1 s community . e +h• r..::. you for comin 011 \ e th 

you for yo r ,. es::Jag of C .. u· · stlan l ove and Chri::n:ien bro therhoo • 1
' 

th one wi· h 
J woJ n in ~he cnurci choir , it soun e e/the e o .:.o o 

impr., :JO .. ae un er tne br -::1dfrui t t:r·ee , raised 1. r voice 

a C~rt t i n ao. · o j y Emd. prai e An ...,11 the congr -c.- t·on "oine i 

fi - l ii: g .. c ci:'rn:i. ch !'! d f or. t.ng_ out · n to the br-or d val le t ill oll 

the val ey \' fi lled wi•h the joyuous Sundny orning sound of prni 

to e Go unknov.n . 

bg in, John ee -ao uvery.e ,ed by the eerie haunvin · -1.e li g 

of # hein · very lose: 'iio the le~J:C Scoti s.h hilla n:i V' lay o is 

difdtsnt c· ij.CL."':l o • e clo-ed hiB -y s .,nd allowed t.ne lllU,::dc o wash 

over nim . J nd ,,atc.t.:.ing him, end. 1e din5le ubic. en tear thF;lt roll d 

down hi cheek , the forruer ;;, .1. vo boy , . vi e.. , fe t oom-pr:is s ion f.:>r thi 
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~en who had come here to tq e over or eis undermine all that they 

he· bui t. Then avid fel~ ~rrP.h ' s ~ind tugging t hi con~ciousnes 

-
1e st1·ai ntene up, touched Jonn • e, and they led tne inghig con­

gre_ tion slo 'i1J out of the ci rob . 

,. 
T_...e e~r y mornin mist h ng lo i!l th V 11 yo betwe n the 

h11 s, givin t. e re n _ .rt! 2r .. .:tiuuu:i.ai et. er~al, Alz Ow·t un srt.b.l 

ap e r nc • •·rom a di,n 't:.3YJCC the four ride a ap enred to ~in Xllt.:til 

""na. venisb into tne P.li..:3t es they w nt down into A. vHlley, a.ua. rise 

out of t e mi t a 0 ain ~~ t .ey ere t d a .nill; . ref£:.., g.t. 0;.;1tl.y figure 

s nkir1 and ri ing in a l O:l ,,,1 ea o: i~t ,itn teer t cf 

a g:r:-een · land~ in t .. e o·t • 

.. 
1he~ rode 11~ pairu, .., via 011 

boay rd oa~ n whind, and 

ben1.n 't m. .J...r ey ha been r:.a.in .c-or ne· r y t iree 1our ~ .u .. , 

brightnes of d y· i 1i we be ir IJing :.ihOW e lin -he luc .• owi tai 

·oon, t! e mist in 1;,9 ·o V t.y , two t OUS"-•d feet a ove ' lev~ ... 
here 

t e Se ,would be i.. •. pa led ona. tne Cf t 1/wou~d lose i 1, etl' .. erea 
a · in, 

eppeer ce r d ... acome normal,( 01· i:n ry, as tne eer · e ery;·1.'leI' 1~ 

no en oce0n of misty hi·lls nd va .L. y l:>U.ipended hig1 in the oA.Y • 

0 n (' wonaered Vlh ther he YiOUJ.. l' b - . abl· to ma .• e t .. ose 

le e uown n ng ton under 1; nd a tit; n and ric.JCBQ 

here w"' t t 8 e wo . Cou.1.u ne a 0 e un ~ ,rat 11d. that h ... a d ep 

p 1.lcsophic :. scv ion· uch a ne nau no~ hRd bince his university 

days ·i th tv•o people born into sJ.av .ry Anci wi 1 no fo1·L..e. schoolin 

. How could he, 'iv en h could no-~ ... av_ B'-4.cil diuc ~i:3.i.on w · t 1 t.1e,i ~lde 

t.l: emselves? io thez; ... e was ef ·l beccwaeof' nis Si<:ill at cioaling . 
with r ... e forr.: t, J. vo1:> 1.~ " c1·in 5 ing .t1 c.m iri o the fo · , · u-:; r.w ,,_ 0 
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l:.:;o fa:r· too cl.ever to be f'ully tr·usted. If he Gold th~ of +.h se 

,vo in ..;t-z·~igHt an:i t:ruth:ful tern~ i Ii wcu+ .... be e n ~ pert of his 

o ev r:nes , J"'rt of i.J skill at :res sing up , impl, things to msko 

his wor~ m11 app:ar oro import, nt ~.d exc·ting th1 n it really i s . 

a cherat10, thing of n d ome of it , m 
detour 

:Jhow. '..:his/ :txx to tneir originrl home to 3ee the -e~end~ry Sam son, 

now .utric en ~d para yoed, m' m1c. a thing o~ l::iHOrJ . Iv would make 
ut h. w nteu to see tnis S .oo 

. e Journty do ·m ->;;o ·Kings tor th t uch en "l'er nn:i lov,~r , /ar1d tne 

cou a. leav them □""one to a e t 1e1r own cnanges, 0..1. tc et change 

coir.e in it own way ~n t iroug £ ,:;hem rat ier tr-1.n tr .• roug.r u~ • .ou,:; how 

coul<i e wi iout ourron ering ou.,_· control? Ii t1:out 1 ·owing tne 

wcr d ·to dr · :ft into c.l:1a.os ar.d. tn wars of confusion which prec_eded 

tne powe o f the ch.1,:rch on e:;i th":' Tn t ver th;:;ir .!'Au ts the E ders -

cnu ch is right, 
Ghl'i· 11ian 

e.r,d united worJ.dwide/aut .... o i ty . 

edge of thi gs coul u co eft out 

church. - ,av i d'.., :;oitj , laut night, 

bou. t the ,,ior d • .., need or central 

o "t eve1, ti1 . se •oo · people on ·r;ne 

f tn · s cerl tra.i. au t ... ri ty of the 
ove 

c bout v · n i.,ing dominio / w:t 1i1.1.e 

1 i ndi;j o"" l CK peopl e wa:.,;, f-' - t on one- ••• .. y nnoHer , .... . - equa strong 

wi tnou t ny he p fro a11 ,. hi e i io110ri-.. e end ai~ arah an 

t. e·r con Te.get· on .. ed , a l by t.r .. e:nrue .... ve , ~u!'rendered their minds 

to our ,hri tien ou . ,.a t he . e r,;,h ... i <1 lihen? 

" ·e are he -•rly !;nere,: 

11 _ou ' lih 1.:1ee it fter 1.· .e nex 

rvid ' ~ voice cu~ i~ to hi~ reveri . • 

i • 

er h pu1:r·ed 11er u e forwsr till he rode be~i e ilrv ct on 

the n, rro ~'R .. h . .. e a 11 ed tne exci ten:en t in her and er nee u o be 

rrne:t , vi<.1 • . !e r ne in hie n le a Jd fe l bec.K: 'to ride b~siue c1 oseph 

,vid rode side by ae , lmost touching, s they c i~bed 
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nu oo.,;:.~ tlovm . · 

64 

~ere~ e v o. our t i on. 

e _ong narrow v .... lei le~ 'be .1.0 · t .e • ... ( j' nri l ted 

'Oh , vi , " '3·r". mur rea . "Suen e long ui rne . e 2 .. ou u a~~, 

cc e before . It ..1.ook>-> so n 11 now; so dry. .i. rt • n.Pppened? ot 

n.~ .y r~o eb or eonl e . " 

ne un W'1-> up now, hi5 n f?°t)OVe tne n i g UC , OUil t in s , nd 

tne mi 't Be br>nis ea f:::-o ~ e PD • The .1.ong V ey .lOO ea ary n 

p:=irched. Tl e ri ve:c t .. 1r t _. nr!' l re e bere {au , nov: , ? dee dry yellowi 

' y co rse mt the ba e o~ ~.e v l l ey. ,nat ~ onc e thi ck and 

ntly n.o i t nd den e for Bt of uge ana P.ncient trees on the 

ope oft e hi l eedin to 

pl ce of bhr b ru rock. 

loo.tteou t ¥1Bs nov: a barren 

tne deep pool llill.e ais te ... y be l o · her e 

tl1e c oping for.., t o oen hrd becw ea d ep Fr· Ater e ss hol e . 

h v i l a e was ~ti ll tL re; "doze hou~e or so . ,., iey rode i nto 

t e v lley peop e c.me ou to loo et the tr nger . 

ot ing v..ad r,5 r, rah re. e ,..bered rm D .... v i u. en sea. er oun ting 

dismay. I e .tried to co. ori; er wi tn word • 

or. 

r ,e .. ber it. '' 
f 

" t '..., c dry, 11 
C'! r?h sQia • 

you 

.. ey burned it too ti rd , " I; vid • id . "He snou Wl ' t FVe ? l o 

hey roe in i Lee tnc re to~ t~ W"Y • na Sprrn na D-vi 

r erenbered the vall y 
Gl,t 

it nad been wnen t hey were/nxx out of it 

ose many e rs ago . Then it was 8 rreen p ec e of t 11 t ree s 

an rich de p e u1.h1n 
\ 

I 

<t ter 1 h~ l d t ogether by the wi ll of 

rri ~DQ t J.8 utren.::,t.t Of ..)fL!tiOD . 
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...,r v i a -curnea ! i.;; :. e~ to ..,,..,e . 1 It .ii:> , c.n'.1nged s i n c e we le f t . 

I t.1oug 1t it was on l y :_::,.,r:1 s on •• • 11 -~i ..? v oice tr2i.l.ed off . ~! r r,a "took 
' 

h i s hnnd an· he d i t ignt as they rode on more l owl y . 

~:n i n1pul se t o of.:er tnem comfort ro e up in ae . He rP ise d 

~i voice: "'.i:ne ~'"' at tir, e vi..:ii ted t ... e pl ece \a, .ere I WPS born and 

grew up , there was 110-one .Le t whorJ had known . the couse ¼nere I 

lived witn my mother after .. y fatner died v1ald n rui n vdtn on l y t:ion..e 

of 't .. e wall i:3 · s-can i ng , and weed had ta.ken ov ez· the room wnere we 

Laa >,)pent our d-- s ?nd nignts . 

nowhere to go bnck to for t .le re t of r...y i fe •• • 11 

11 hangc i not l1VP.JS good , ' Lrvi d sai ·col a.l y . 

"3u t it; cannot be stopped , •1 hae SPi d . 

".i:nere i.:i l '-'ri a , 11 '"'r.irrn SP. i d , letti ng go of .J.i'lViU ' .d irnnd an d 

spurring _er mul e on . 
( 

.1.ne others v,ere t.1er.e too: C:ona , grey , b i g.:.be .1. i ed nov, , bu t 

s ti J.l tne Prue; <onarte , tne one t ey .!:lad most rccen t l y een ; i g a n d 

~-·ttl e ~1a"y , bo·th pregnant an both grovn fet from eati ng too 1uch 

stArch; but 1 Ol.::lt of a l tiere wacl ?ri e , .t.xa unchnnged ;u1ysi cr,11y , 

an ' ageless,, f i rral y e .1. d-"t'oge"t.ner b..i:ack pru s ~nce . 5outH .AnCl .. nere wer 

,, any others , adul "ts an ...... c i .1. dren , tm f~ .• ilier to ..., ran r n lJavi a • 

. , rin . 1.ease e e;;3 gl'-'d to ~ee m ad I e to ee yo·u . 1vhere i:3 

r i " turHHl . nd lea. tt1e vay oun t ... e ou ... e to ,;1.ie i;:;unr,y side 

(;f . . · ... e ve:::-ena~~- • l)rviu , J!,en:nvmi l , iiit-o tr.a au' ae 8LU ·c,U~pi,iB. uO 

't~'U we~comint, ,,TOVP o 

...i· n.so , ar e e d Aud n or Pl - l ooking , dr>t i n ;i d 'huge chP i r 
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.1.6 

! 1. r irg .:.iun . One of 1 wo o .... u or:ien 1 • d eu ili 

..> h .Li p C in to t cnair f~ c i n o ' ... . ,.~I w is ne'( 11 

' wi ... ight no , . i~s .., r h; b t c not goin - c enge . '' 

11 o "t e tting ,;fora,?' 

11 o; Pnd not e;;~tting bet e1· . 1 

" • ...e e Pr . C n ... e u.n 0 

d 

~moon e:,"os . II 
_, 

a lrig t ! " • e ... ut off + e ol wor, e ,. eari;3; o.j u • ... 

• 
he 

"Ho 1 0 you 0 ... ri" oun e en r y . 

II 0 ~ i n i s ye r?-n i d . 
' 

•I••:.. t y O);{e n i eyes every ciay! . •v be -ged i or a 

i ! II 

II ot an ·er, j ri
0

' 
J.ea e . 00 i- i l ove . " 

" 
• i t e , I r i y . s .I.CV~ . 

-fViQ C e u \\i ,. e . olct C .e e •. ,J gr it ted . . 
I .... o et ing iron .le' . tt · n • .> i tT" i 

\ 

l oo.r;:e nten i .to .:, son'.., Oll ver l:ri ye 

ne sne sa (! u ently: I 'Fike i.rL 8 Y, .1c vi'! .P .t ' y ! I _,., . 
Jf .. c?" 

I ae! ~a1 e l.' a.,A t no · ! eon 0 l;J ' • l t , . 
he ·e ! " i.> l. 

a riu abbie ' rr, 0 ~ea hill w y . 

,.H !' t ' h ll U 1 s L,:.:;on' s . ., ' -OJ ry • 
,, 

e \ate .. e t ~ . - .. 
f:..r go OU 0 l i ey 

' 
... en e e D on E? t.t C ~ea 'tody. 

I • t l!i 01 Y, Q r e· C • b ou:-i..a .. ave r • r.: er • I lOU ove 

Jt 
e • j_ry to to e; e.1. h

0 th 0 r eye ., . ... 'i i r 0 

n --- y • •• " 

n ol a wo~nn gatte eu ner ~ing~ 1nu ove • 
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1: 7 

..,vid .L r fro . t .e -clu..,,-uer ,f • 0 oe 
' 

t._e ove.r-

nd rno·.i ... · · .Jhca. ...,lopi~,.., ,...r1 i n 'irec i..io~1 of 

cokout . On ...it.n .,.., ide of tae WO n 

T I',;;; oilna~ of cc , ilerl · p to aAe p ,nti g ~pace for 

y • ~ae huge old tree 1.~ch sha e t e v y to tne top .rin · An 

ear lier ime were ell ·mne Pna .. _ .;, .ort dry sh ub of ere.: n 

pr tect on ,, --iri t t .. e bri nt .ozr.in .., ·n. 

"Did no expec tni to :--pp n, ,, JJ!'.\Vid fi olo ..: ed . ' . ult -' 
., ... 

_o_· foroe -ting. H ,~r IV r " :v; tne t l8J -pU on co y .., ... 

wi rt:m in till the ,. of i ea th . 
,, 

"' e mus,:; p y for 't :.n of our , ·t er 11 Rre mur •ed . 'I 
' 

~in it vouiu e et er move on. •. nt vi ll JOU ao abou ,)'our ••• " 

i e \, .., lob t for :m· ... o d crib arr. on . " ,.:.11 · u ccept c r n 1 

Bring l im uo~ n +-or one of o "" doctor to oo.r: ,., t . \,c :oey b a l e o 

help." 

t Q. 11 o u c,..." see he wi ~ no 11 ·: n • .. e ._ ·ore 

he wo ·~ct n(. ver have ,... .yt' in o d i th ' .'-::n ton. 11 

" na. \, ..... i te r:.er... ... e s- id very of y. 

tt nd \Vhi te r , " ·· 1u " reed. ''He wa a rcu . c!'l.' 

11 An t.~ey u t ch L. on hii:: ••• '' 

"On o us. na 1 O\ you. w Lt to pt u c 1c:ii;;;; on o ·r mind • " 

ria" ite cliKe. 'oumu ... see th·t. 11 

"here ti1e d · fference of .. hoice , ' 

rovm co an remote. 

''Choice:" 
. 

e exp ode .• ' 'no h 0 ..., choice? ,, 
to 

ot? n, t c oic~ nc~ enybo y ot b 
or be deQtroyed. . 

,...+ 
" 

e , b c 

I 

. pnrt f t._e 

proce th ystem/. hoic are de before \C r 0 born . ' 
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11 Yo S s~e , .ot O r ; a Ci u.h8·:; i ne a· :..fe ence . 'our 

fe ae~· ctn ~ for2fntners ere- ted y ur ..:,yste o ~ i . ea~y .or yo 
I 

-co ta out 1ng a per·" oI it. ou. P c 1oi ce tt rou6h your fore-

bear • e 

no p rt in 

- 1 o part · 

e t\.ir 1ing 

tne a in · of y r ~Y t 

en into a.Lave~ . ur f orebears nRu no pert 

in i t i iner . " 

''Ol y her in '1 ·i~ ! " .t1.ae i::i<l eevi • " rou no,,, And 

u erstand wnA am o yi g an you wi l no e en ou.; uO elp me . 

, y? I tol you t ey C8nnot leave yo ~u ucc~ d . he change 

, uat a n w · 1 co e . ou either o with · t or :ce swept side 11:tii.il by 

it. I o not WP-ll you o be w pt aside ••• ' 

~ o yo would tee a ey my choice , our . choice , a the ur1ce 

of urviv l _. ' 

ere i no ot er w y . " 

" ne i .d s ,;,pn • .... we II vi • si ' • 

II h n re €:al y i 0 to say., II ae .... • 

• .i. e., tu.rnod nd retr ced. tneir ;;3-,;eps to t e Vi .La e in silence 

, e peop .... e il d .. p .rseu; on.1y ,Ton 0 A. d ona1 n .r. ' .3 bo jtguard 

od~h ere with tn0 a.ii 18 d out 1 e w~at 1act o.ce be~ ~ gl ey ' d 

tore . a h o a'iii 1 wit 

bus:i.nesa . ae, rown pre 

win ove .t1ci --ran an 

tnic pleca, .a anxiou o b 

better ~ante ittle hite 

onau instr· cted oup_.n o 

on Sn t ca ot_ er·s wel''e bout taa i r 

on . 

de 111~ a by vt.1 .ib f a ilure to 
s. sin 
£amxl.:.icaz of tne .;;low uying o 

a. u oi;;_ n,-, who tooa. h . .IL 

l 

li ea kne it a .d a · r f'dy . 

e qu.icA'. t ~oy to ,ea ill 
' 

... :ro here 

the our.ey vou~ ... rai .i.1 o wo in ed ills ,oal fi ll 
rno>j 

· o rney do n . • 
e v.~tea to o witncut 

.1.00 ey/ nee:d f l.' t eir 

eei~ SP.rah' tu :,,; via , 
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• 

e t Ol 

l .... r · ht? P ti .,or e is _eevin • 11 

II er>~ . n, v• ••• J. • , or_ out \ _qt n vened, r. ..,e . T l 

r>in~ ' 

, 

re lJ'"' io. p 

I ot 0 v,orr / , r I'O n, ! a.id . rry t 1 v, u(; . :J 

lo" ~, e you in t1i V·1 y. ·.ou_ AV€: pr' errea i ... not. er ) y . I 

hope yo ,i .L 
.,.. in C of e a::, fri rJ ; ' i.1 fl.' t in.K 0 yo l 

botn ,. SU n.. n be icv en ay I \' i 
.. 

l V r _'or et you . I ,.:, .1. . 
II fl re err.ber ou , r . e . II 

11 no v OU . <?t is boun to ·. en . J1::, •• t1ere ••• II . . 
e o, r . 1ac , ...... ... t ere r.&l y i 1ot i n g you cs:: :l OJ~ y to 

ch n e m t .. OU a.:. mr:-t 0U to: ve 1 - st 0 ~!l" t Vi r, e to . 

J..00 r.r ... 1' I rd ••• - el t· of ... e OU ny e Oi er 

·tre tn and he 1ou a need ~r ir.,t e dPyu e e" • In o~~ibie to 

tnin OL nis worn ever b.ing n•·o·- • i~ve; , ri 

hen n tooK d "r.: re iste. th . .:: r n iI .. pul""e ~o emi:Jr"'ce 

.in • .ch n, very quiet: y, he ... o-ntoo hi,. mule ::rna hurried c -J ·~ 
L~ d,,o°w"l\ 

the n .,..rm V"l n L to 
~ 

!F "- ~ ·rab th t l d out of ed 

"ill · • 

eri • r e d 'o e .1. "Co e b c t 

r.11, tir- e vou w n to . h r. ' h01 .. e :.or you . No L tter ha 

t :ie r ci cid 

,-
J. no 

ta e hi 0 

oo.H:e in~o 

co r1 i trr.cn t . 11 

t e v ey . 

OU a:r·e p rt 

ihr: t 1i y 

t. en i l l 

PV i I e t 

of • 

ec e , .i ... s Vi ,:, II Jo . -h 9ri 'I iJ.. 
' • 

ret •rn . nen I v·ill com nm::e . II o .... h 

fl uic - .... i ,:f , lr.intJin I. br ce o·~ - ' 
incn h no n t~a PL "ol o c<... R e o t 

,, 
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e p ---- 'l1.i..Ld ,;,•'4 V~".:.te for t.'OS&_f;n 6 tne . .J..F 

p int If_ 0 1.1 :.:.c_~ .1 ~ cou Li lOO.t 

reec~ed -~- , he a iL: "ou went to ro.a1n wi t.ne ? t, 

11 ut yo \v?11t t o clay?" 

' I do . .1 ' t t:.now . It i..:l _;oo-d up here; uie ·t , cool, no f ·.1:1 ii:ng , . 

r o he~vy rur.1. tzimKing. 11 

You !! v, 1.R e up Jour mind 9 • a ~ t0l - fai.m.Jelf; u t JOU wil l no 

ell fue . ou •re not yet a~ f 'f"igh t as t!.10 e two b2 ci "lle1·e; · but 

then , . I ' n 1 e rer 1i,.1.ougl .; of you a.:i a:wything o-c .. ier than a if;ood and 

f~ i thfu body erv,..nt BO · l ' v, .ev•~r .tried to t- J.k co you •. I,ow i ·t is 

too l ~te . ou will ev?~e mew~~. oblique , g · enci ng r~opontie S waich 

1 u "t tell .. e , tJ o eph . ou dn ' t you li.K to co ·e 1-'ac..t u p ere? 

I 1;nou...,i t ir • . J.,row1. w u <l adk you. to . " 

"lt r ybe one 'rJ , ' 

'Ye :.., ' c.. O.,;,eph . ~ eybe on~ d~y. Let L..JJ go . 11 r. ~ .1l1e or.e a.ay i 

w:!. .t.1 be po-,t;;::. b l e .:oi • eop e .J..L. , you er. : . ... o tBl.1.t to ef'cn o ·ner 

inhJ ead of uoin ,. ,;or £ ~ , t? on , "';; •pro1'e ar.u bal' ~ieru to repe l 

t e pro ng. 

~t "oo r lon r~de O¼ to ~n~dt t; ~on er thi­
t .. e 

')ip _up to Cyprus bJ ·dn·s o::/.:o .. i: 0at,: r ine 

' 
,._,rirp .. end J.JA'Vid we l{,}Q C lowly bccl{ to ,f!r . C ' ..:; hou oe, IA.SI~ 
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tn ti1 

'u 

h~.:. to . " 

.u 

oe 

II 

If 

II 

Ce 0 u ... .K . 

Qij I t i . 11 ra ...,.: ... . 
C u C t; t II .iJ' i ..... .;;i i • .. e ca. cop 

o, 

o peo. a 

a .... i ut:.. 

i "'0 .a... d b 

yuu ...:w: o ?' 

,.. ...... 

i 

• 

n ::.e ro .a. ., e yo 

of h. ·• 

... . 

-00 • I 

:r... 1., .. 1in g he 

,, 
v • 

.. e 

II U., ... nJ ov s • II • im • 

... u ... ong , ...,,,. .. ,1 • tl 

e a.er . II 

II • 
0 8l.o.,;;; ... or ~ • 

II i'l e , y ua e 

V 0 b i l C l:l " 
.... V o\At .... ... 

.a e . ber , PVi 
' 

ne ·1-.a:J t .. 1e 

x . hilr .ARe v. i II .. • 
,, 

co·-"" c , w_o _ ,.i;.3 
' 

. ,., y • PV 0 110 v • 

I .ue il. .. a.t... \ - 't .. ... 10 ... • • II 

o .. e 

.... re r>V c.:. C 

.. t •• '-- ..L.00. "' on . 

.. 11 .., ,0 a. \ 0 \ a t_ie 

._e r0 kt n . In tho.;;e e , .. e r· till€ !la ... 

of' Ell the youn t ers w.no e i r. t _nt r 

~ 

. 

' ov 

• 

wa 

a 

t 

hi" 
h i m and .a e/our 

uhe rua e i t .e l ea ~r 

'NIJ bro ;. e rule~ . 
... "'" uade ..; "" ... 

e l o 0 e ... • "'he 

.. 3C •• 0- • C 

' 
10 t~:..e C 

i i: .. 0.JJ ' .if .I er 
the 
;t i .. e lJ. u 

been h' n o-cher·, t e mo t.he 

y .__ • S•m n 
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bee ;- c ~: ther- i re , __ t e r otner , '-.,pe:ciP- y a.L•ter t h y 

t Pl'J .# ltiC!i in Ilid :cite . 

# iiCOK bo tn er 

he wa es ae re~ bered 

nd bon r, no a. th tight y . 

,ypruu 

t 

r fro~ those eerly yeer , phy icrl y 

owi ng , t 'tir.e s l u in 

h re .et:ibered 

1It iti ,ooa to e 

. n c t ., · .ere ; ao bre b l e ne'~ in te 

ou , 

"o n ve chvn ea . !ou "'rown bi"' , u"trong. her your 

• 

e tter t_ £in .r . I he.r you,' s~e u e. er eye s to inclua 

P.ve one ;e 1 d prou ere . e ~ried-to builc r. coo her 

" e were fortunete , 11 vi ru ned it ew y . 

& r c 1~ BiVet you many caildren; n ~~one n~ you 

nev s mc:ny a ~1 ti wom n red 0.1• on . 

" .. ou re e ber , I r l -U rec· in b, c.Kground . 
.., "'r. ~Y. 

"I ·e. ez er every;, i II "'rie ' i 1:./ :f xni::xJ • II t we di w s 
' 

right. Ve vere .Lone; ~id · ct 0 of t~1e fr ei,1g 0 the s eve ... . II 

11 ~ua t i ' in he pa t, 11 v r. h id . " \e ere not 1 re t o udge 

the co ,, 
C i:> • 

11 bout S .... on,' F?v· d ~i • " e ~ f.nt to hel p . " 

I hf:'t C n ' u o? ., h _.fill!L you ~n t vopped hi fro~ dyi ng. 

ut tne cri'lno• 

"'o wh t cr-n you 

de d? 'h ... C n Li 

II e C n 

h:_r. 

do Wi ...... h e 

you do?' 

e l p tr l oo 

_in t l k 

P,n who l ive s but i s 11 e A ren who 1 ~ 

fter i , " r n id quic y . ttNurse 

in . 

him , cPre hi , m k hiI! nm· we love "!ir-; we c"'n 

r y e w:. l e ., t ter . '1 

ke hi h~ ny end 

if ne do~ not• Yo ol wo 1er. r y .ae ·i l l not . • , 
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11 a wil ju.;,t care him ••• ill he dee . " 

"No ,., tter hv¼ l ong?" 

" -o t ·er how ong.·" 

" An a you , 11 

"ou a ree ~it thi 

1· • s eyes Be rched "Vid • s face . " ou a ree? 

II • • • 
id 

11 Ye , " .l..!r-vi etti ng go of her hano. , u den l y bitterly 

epre s to fin web rign·t . 
-

II t he i not a n.an agairi ! 11 
[ r i as po,;;:)sessea of e sudden 

f a n of anger . "He ' not y an - i n! y man was ~trong! He coul a 

o a1qt i · ng! I Know i f ne cou c. cnoo e he ¥ oul u. c oose to di e; to 

be eft o di . fl 

"·-e hPs-no,, cho en yet , 11 
.... r-r h aid. 

"You Know? ' Pri gre very still. 

"I ow . ' 

·u e me ,.e you un<i rot nd'?" 

e • 

,aria nod ed, pccepti ng v e. tru t of it in spite of herse l f 

nd ainst 11er wi ll. 11 c. nnot understena him . ' H voice w s co l d , 

di t nt . " CPnnot underb-:; 0 1 this one ho fou s hiu..s~ l .: an c nno t 
/ 

mov oi peeK • 

.., trong . an w.t10 

oo.it on hi an I ue on y w t .t1e was , t e proud 

i n n3t body . He i no"t t ... ere now an hi eyes 

te we· o thi ng. " 

!I O • U..:> be patien 

step to arci P i a . " i • 

con ... ~c e. r ce . 

, .Bri a . 1 t ta e t i e . " 
aw ye d 

co y/.xi~ ac~ , r efu in 

Snr~h moved 

V ,j, o fered 

wa 
"Y'ou us came h re an ou un er.., nd him . " he/col der now , 

more with ""'aw . 

"''h t do you want to do?" · ~vi· a:3ke i n a. e .. u l y co l a an d 

i I.,per on .L voi ce , xar,in n 
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'.h-t cen 1 do , " ,_ia countere . 'You y c re ~or h i m t i ll 

he ies. ..e wi l l care for hin. . . i 1 you l eave your old women?" 

'. o , " S"re s~ict q_ui cKl y . " hey have t eir own fami l ie s . • 

""nen t.1..ey niuf:jt teach Vie what to do ., 11 
.• RriA eid . 'Le t the 

·umb l ooi! e..!"ter t e uuzr.b . 11 

- re.h ·tarte· to protest b t 'rv:i:d cut i oft. 

".e will ta.re hi m iio ypr , " ne s Pid c o dl y . 11 e CBn care 

for h i m t.11cre • •• If you 1,,i ,h . ' 

... here· wa a ong i enqe be tween t e tnree , a ~il~nc th t 

seemed 1 thout end . .. ria he d on to herse._f tight y , using ne 

force of he· wi ll. to ~een her body ca m end 1·el~xed. '.u.ey thought 

she had no fee l in for h i , e ~ne\; th t; these two \ o h liene 

w at she had p anned for •heffi to do; what s e and Sf , ... on shoul d have 

done . ... et heo thinA w. s.t t.1ey went t o . n l y ohe knew ~ow she fe l t . 
I 

o ee your en ~i e ~nd ~hen to l ive with he empty shell · of h i m • 

..:o retet1b r nm~ he was as y ovr stomach i turn·ed by tne fi l thy , 
uncontro l ebl e ·el of him ••• To l os res ect . o lo~e re p~c t . o 

lose re pec t ••• .:m 1 s l y , day ftey day aftei· day , to l oae respec t . 

And ·o remem" r now i t was . or how }ong? ~ill he dies , shes i d . 

o~ ong i~ ~ha t ? ••• O , vrrr. on! Vhy i you let tni s happen? ~y 

~id you ao thic to me? I mu~t ook after tne i vi ng an~ t~y to 

mP e one of your on~ wtron 

fai ed t d • 

you were , to co wh t you an I 

''If Y .. u wi .n , . --ri -- s-:-· d t 1, .st . Sae left tnem abruptl y . 

c:i ,.., e v-.--lke ro the hou1:3e to t e p?.rt of the verPndeh wnere c..,,msn 

V, - he s t o· r. r. 11 d ~tared into .tx nis eye s , loo.King for bOme • 

i of r-c .. i tion , under 
• I 

etning, enythi ng, t ha t n .... ome t;ending , 0 

wou Q t e l l her ·of t}e l i nk cf i f b tween theru . h s ~not i ng; 
.j u. t t .e bl n .te stare of t Je er.pty 

"iney v1i l.L t '"' 
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ou e r e. 'he ill t e you to Cypr . 
' 

hey •i l t e you 

cy .ro e n your hildr n 011 yo r lac • 0 ·ou u1:nt that? 

.LJO OU V t t e, t AE:l yo w y? r-he y you under t nd. he 

y you .ade run er t n ' ow P. ·e e nder .,L. nd • Show me • t 

i • e ~ U~ r 0 yo rnnt to 0 it t e ? " 

USli tne a k e; not i ::i e1.-•e . he ·ighed vi l y. 

" om th re on t .. e pla.:..n on "tho plant ion when a ax.- man 

i nf 
, 

tom k hi l o h could re:,urn 00 e _rn 

t or • t i h cou.1.d ot g t ell an re rn to wor they put 

in: to die or t l wor ml t 0 0 • You know that . The life 

mu t 0 0 • emu rai e t. e chi aren n t·n ood -nd water and 

'Ol'.' h and; t.h t · s ho,. it is . I you :re not p rt of this , if 

yo re the f t r, OU n se "CO u 
' 

you re nothing. If 

you ·1 , son, wi v it nd we wi l l ok after you , 

ll yo re we. • If Ol: ar ot ,oin to get v.ell yo are e burden 

e c nnot r . he o d . 0 en y you wi l not cet el • But if you 

gn to tell .e you 11 et we 1 I wi bel ieve.you and we 

vi ., al or P-nd · i • I will· v n c e ' ' 
the c, .ll aw y y e l f . 

OU h t on? You h ar -~ :Y c-hew me you he r me ••• " 

~le·l n a for\rd, ·terin i tently into his ~e , willing 

i t o.d , t;. ho o e i . hat she could cling to . Th t 

r d ~id c lmly it~ love ••• c~ ly, wi h love ••• _eer me , ~~mson 

ea e ••• Stil on l y th bl n , e pty st re . bruptly , ri go up 

~d alK d w y , body hel d sti~ n erec by the trength of ner 
se y 

ind ,/mat black, KKJX¥ f ce n,d expre~._,ion e "" , dar· eyes olmo t 

a bl n .. s on • s. 

iU~e.J 
The member of the f .ily - of tho se w o ha. 
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de th lo_ng 0 rney to 0 t Zion t 08 y rs 0 nder s~ son ' 

1 d r i et t t.n 1 therin place , now ria ' s 

n V rd, i enin 
' 

.. e th d y n o,n cool 

but yet i th til li t whic o hol d meeting. 
in 

y "d c"rrie C ir i u to r C t the head 

f ... 
rv ·t ,h n th'o l ce h been the 

cntre of 1 • t eir Ci io 1.1 o as nd ~ n , ano. now a 

r tw:.. d vid, e t 1er • e la on y; gon on trip 

t .d ev r r turn d. 

c ild rth l "e r 
their 

ndo d/ two f il. . h d 

1 hit • our· hin co un ty 

1 m , it turn d out , e,;,) ... 

, 

t .. r de an h his two f 

lio hi l : 
0 n he St "'C 

·o en , el 1 ad ied in 

an r \t an i th his 

o an 

11 

6 r en 

did 

l i 

0 d ne er e 

.... Jd· rti n I, • 

r w.o e rn n.or 

rming t· e dry 

il r ., hi 

Hills 

.... J.o ' s 

at 

,fount 

o n 8 

11 lo'.; boy y O ' 

d cri 

e c rp nt r' tr e; • e tnem up 

in n • 1 "'S n un er •t; e . ce 0 

ots o ' y • of 

er col e tinr,- we k' • ere r ain d 

i: i 
' 

t e dum o. 
' 

t 0 an retur .ed 

r • i1h r er ... o_ co r 0 er 0; th er .b o c i r n 

t r under of 0 n 1 

B not V ry 

into the vall y nd 

help rs in X a ge 

th etin of th 

no. e , t t in 

' 
peoplµ 'I 0 co t 

succ .,:..ul ten e ., ,. f i ho ad •ifte 

a tac e then. t i 

_or ooa. n h 1 ter . n, e . 

rt t ou e o d 

on t e rin 

, - y ro . th lon ,. t ... b1 , 

no p r in t .1.e roceed~ • 

e. ch 

... 

of 
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Jon s, the roud hunter , $a ao11 1
0 righth""nd an of the ol d 

day , grown ft and heav ana old now, opened the proceedings by 

welcoming David and ~~rah and remembering, mai ly for the benefit 

of the onlooke~s, the days of thP.t long journ y out of ond~ge 
r 

when S mson guided them to this place and was their shiel d end 

protector, with Mo~her Mnria as the nurse and. the provider . Ee 

rememb~Ahe good d£:ys when they were building this place, -and the 

joy of working together in the good place with good people; the 

stories they tol d at this very .. lroe on w rm nights wl en the n.oon 

made the worl d e so.ft clear nlace and aria • ~ brew vr::r ed tneir ' ~ . ,.;,~;et:n .. 
bodies and made men feel/ na~ towa~d tneir women; and he_remembered 

cold nigh s when they huddled around v~aro fires; nnd he reme bered 

the wet days and nights of t orrentia l r in before they had built 

their sturdy homes. And somehow , looking back , it all see ed mo1·e 

excitin , core adven rous , ore fu l fi lling th h he had found it 

at the tin::.e ••• "And now we get a blow , " Jonas concluded. "Our leader 

get a lick that is too heavy for the mother of the fe ily to carry 

alone , even with th~ 1e l p we who live here c n give . _ So D vid and 

Sar,h come forward ~nd_say tney wilJ taKe M? s C mson to Cyprus 

where they cen car~ him better ~hen we can . It is rriR ' s wish that 

.ne go with. them , if the family a.gree . We who know l)('lvid and Sarah 
-know they will care him good . And maybe he will come back bett r 

- I I 
one dey. We moved well together ••• • ~a:mm:a Jonas , overcon::.e, atopped 

·spea~ing and looked at MsriP . 

I·rrir f~lt dry and empty. She shook h r her-d slig}· tly and 

w ited for others to speak. Noone wanted to speak. o she sPid , 

col dly-t so that noone should know her :feeling: "It ild hard but he 

must go . W cannot manage hiD _.ere . We must care for the living. ' 

11 It i~ l~Brd indeed! 11 DPvid snid hnr llljy , unable to -hide his 
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anger . In sl v ry doy hen a an b c e u el ss t y es hi out . 

l10U • 

d 

.i.g t . 

r on end il e c out a man bee use lei u eies 
ft 

vi . ' r ha~ u ntly, ta·ing hi arm. 'he ' s hurting 

id ot aa OU O CO en ta e hi , 1 ari id. "You 

t • 

-1 ·., a e a ing i , 1 , r h seid quic ly. urf the family e ee 

too, 

I' 

' 
I' 

' 
on 

. 
on e s·id quic ly , to avo· eny furth r ~r 

P.ry 

ig ary 

said 

id . 

i • 

e i y . t ,re h. 
b 

00 • 

11 e .1.e ve in the orning, " vi~/:K 
y con -'-rol- e 1 
i · hi ~~ger . ' irst 

'e i a el ith you , on ~e an , 11 Jon aid. 

vi i to f"fra , lke d a. 1ey fro th eeting 

.., e ... 1. pau ed b s de ari , lei h r h na. l i, h ly ana. riefly 

on aria' , oo e in o th e pre ional ess ey a; nd whi ered: 

i 

1 

e ' an ry 

ter "'Vi d a 

C e it e 

d 

you 

yu 

ir c ion oft high po nt t ey ca e 

n • t care . 

he al ping 

hen 

d 

on • s .100 -out. 

,.;,h 

U e OU 

nd 1m at t et p oft e hill, ittingp on one o. t e 

r, v rin ·nto pace ad se in not i g, se min y 

•n were o~ the wo·ld bout hi . Se .e ed a in t he roe , cerefu 

to e p her di tance ana caief 1 , a o, to be bi ~o e is f ce 

in tne f dmng ~ight. hen ou have een on w.;. th o C?on e 

or a lon ti e 1 vhen ove jd und r ta din h Ve ~e.c en th 

poi~t of S 1 red fee.Ling , h red ~ knowing hought b for 

UWI L
ibr

ary



179 

they 'are spoken , Rt times before they are fully formula'ted 9 ther e 

is he d-nger of S6ein~ tha~ loved one as a p~rt of elf , an 

extension o:' self and,' ul tj.matel to be taken P-S for granted es 

' some rt of one ' o m· ... 1 body Ol" mind. or feeling. ohe • d slipped into 

tiat once, long tim ago ~na that was part of his comforting of 
young 

the ber ave /widow nearly turning into r. ore tl:a.."l . just con:::orting • 
• 

l w, alv.Ays , she sa-iv im as a separnte person; ~ er ov .. u heart , her 

own mind - ut separate rnd a_p~rt :rom her • ..:eei:ng hi thus , an 

ct of will to egin Ii th , \ s part of t .. e e~riching of tne :fi:a 
I 

bo11d bet\ een them. 5h PPi to till some of t e bleak remoteness 

pasBed from hiu face, the tautnr;s..;; - fl'o .. his boa.y . 

n ou were har" on her,:• :.:. e said. 

"1 o harder "then sh~ i on him . '' .. e \:Ba ce.:u~dng ovm and she 

relaxed ad e nt e-- e . 

11 :H rdness or -hardnes• '? 11 lJhe mu ured. 'Like er t.;Je lor an 

eye? 11 omething P- out this nlace Lhat she re .e!nbere~ from long ago; 

s methina i the air up here; s me soothine ~u l~~y th t corebses 

the oir · t ~rnd ma.~es}you _ feel t pe"'C • 

n he ' s le ~ned ro-'--hing. She's drivin- him o t as she drove us 

out . All ·vhese ye2.r~ ~·og -"ther nd she's le~rned not:.1iri ·• nd noa 

one of them prot sted; jus a when she- drove us out. othing ' s 

c anged. " 

"No J>•-vidl" she prate ted, but mi l dly . " i ot the si:1rrn . It 

v;~ o s,.~r.rson who dr ve us out . '' 

'*But her wi_ll~ " 

"He haa. to say yes . Don ' ~ puniuh her bec· ... use he did no" SP.f 
------

-no . .ne fil'lal _power wr. s hil> . u 

"You know it's not s simple as that. " 

"He made the d~uision, Drvi d . ti 
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'Allrig.a,t . Lut - till -chin_r it 'as not no siopl.e as tha t. " 

"I didn't ay it w s simple; · :few decision;;) a.re . I s~i'i he 

ade i ,/ roposed it. He cerried i.t out . .na t.1ey all agreed; 

ju~t as thy a e d li'ttl 

11 Sc nothing .ae.s :t-eal.ly en n 5ed . 11 

1 Ohp Davi • \. e m de ne dscisi en t is ti.n:e, yo, ,...nd I . .. ot 

fl cauae sne did not v.a t him here; he i.,; u.seles an 

dos not w~nt ·m . She · aid so . ~ 

I Bu.t tn y ··,ould have kept hir .. if Vve a..:. ot repose to take 

im . 0 

r d put him asid to die Pd tney di. ~he useless o d slaves •• 

n ut bey 'WOU d heve kept him . ' 

11 Jllr.:gnt; so tney wo u no have driv_n him out; they cou.ldn 

bee use he er- ' -c ,ove . Th~ v,roul • have le+' ~ im to die slowly. cr 

11 o . M·ri~ , perhaps • . o the others; .otroua.me; not Jona; 

/not ell hi chi dren o 1lo need :'or you to be ru1gry with ~aria. S e 

has lost control . ~he doeeo not mow what to do without him as he was . 
' 

11 She c n accept him e he is . 11 

'I do not th· k she can, 1 -,.rah lJal ic d omenterily ~t the 

t.ne t.hough't o·· erhaps having -1.10 accept pnralysa' L~ iu one day. 

She .fough b....,ck ·the w e of p n · c . '1I den' t nink ,;,he can live with 
I 

dcfe t . To cce, wh~ t he L;; iu to _accept <iefe~ t . -u 

"So she casts hi out. " 

"No. 'e take him r-\-.ay . '' 

he do? it never Fp ened?' 

11 he put 1 u out of her ~ne remembers him s ho was . 

f'he chooses the strongest of' ii s011.s 01 a she dreams through hilri as 

she drean..ed through S .son . It is the on l y way she knows, D"vi d . " 
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'' t~l h~rd way, 0 JJc: vid mused . '' s h 0 r -u sl very ay. 11 

"I+ i. l o "the w y to survi • ~ my de r; r :.,om , like r i a 

the -cn.ly way. .s long as you do not giv in you c nnot be efee. ed , 

no m tter wh t happens . To be defeated you ~u- t dzr,it defect. Is 

~he re lly so very different £rem ua , my d ? r . .i. our nsw r to 

John ere lly so ver diff rent from aria ' s refusal to dmi t 

defent1 ' 

' ou nre xaal:i,: tr yin n , 0 ..u vid protested. "Str ying 

fer nd wide . he comp rison i f 1 e . d we r pre rect to face 

and de l wi defe t . " 

r h laugh d; a rgli ng sound o_ warn:th and conten ent. 

" or the same r eason th t e er p red , • ll tno e any 
. , i to 

ye rs ago , to be ari ven out re }er than/ ~~x a. ri •a plan . 

he right then nd we ;vere righ_t then . Vou o id so yo r e l f . " 

'I e.m not sure bout thi · ~ime , ' he countered. 

11 It took you reor .... o see her ri htnes the .oirat time . You 

~re the one who lwa s tell s people tot ke tie and think , ~estor 

]rown . So you take - 1me and thin, and judge no lest ye be judged. 

ook t the o tin , nvid l They don ' t l ook the s · me a from Cypru 

They l ooked at the ountain in the f ding light f he dying 

dey . And tne sew al l the nrce etveen t e Blue 1ountain and the 

k and tne diste.n sea tnrou ha misty pur li·n hP.ze th t invested 

. a 1 the worl d with a t ranquil ench n ent 011d a g e~t til noss . 

~ reh moved ne r r D v i d ti l .l their b die touch d. ~he took his 

End. r hey s t on t e re t boul der ol in han , # l ,ing ---he peo.c 

and ca of the plece to ,,a h over the i n quiet , entle invisibl e 

ave • Gentl e 

co i ng up her 

'i'irled r bout them n,d 

h::l.. "· i tt e · 1·y nar.y ;i ..,r go 

ereh rei. e14berea. 
na nr Vi. ~ e Qtron 

ens of ea. l e ~oug hey ere t e only on.son the hill . It 
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In tne ~ ing li t they bot rec1=1 l d thee rl d y of 

t e1r co ino to he al ey of oun Zion; the e rly days of e ce , 

0 high ope t 0 0 dr it Sm on a.no. t en 0 s on • s 
• 

pres nee p_otective iela over l l t J.ey did , raver they wa l ed. 

n now , avid though , he canno V n come hi hi l 

he il 'n var ble to see t e v i e :from ere ag in; to/ ng t 
< 

ana ~ ough i t , al the cities o tn er n. 
t o ~h and n wered it.; 

H not eed to b up h a i n . :i:he me ory of nis v i e 

ith ~in al~ay . Lv c n 1,ay come up ~ere in i mind end l ook 

.d ee al l t i e ev r for-et p ci l pl ce or peci l 

f C s . 

" , ' J: vid Jed , th_ n ing: I:f you we1 t aie tomorrow I 

,·ou er you a •ay; I woul <ee your f ce c e rly alw ys , 

I ee end f el it now. Impul i vel y , h flung his Arm srply 

out her shoul er ond held hr igh . we tur ed her head end ki e 

im , getl y , enaerly , a other ~1~ es ai turbed c ila to give 

i C fort .-

i e .bi•nered. 

t n~ lip eu t .rough, 11 he s id. "l ' m gla e can come up hez·e 

in spirit. . - J.'Y " nd you , y Arah. 1 

I 0 _or e I found you , y J., vid. Y · forge I IIiade you ke 

• 

1.0-on e.L. 10uld , he oc ~ - ... . 'You use " P e 

d ho enjoye i ! I• '.l:he 
~ ne 1 

. ~ in her you l... ... tl ll Lll> 

ait . ' I C e eye Ana ti l e it. you bull. " ' . 

"Sh mele s wore n ! ,r . hel · .uer clo ·er . Reme bered p ~ion 

tiire rene ed po,..; ion i n him . "I v-ant yo • " 
. >. 
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h~ e1: till , ;;;,e .i.ou .. her ?'' • 

ow. 

egan 0 a '{ ~Y t. en C.LO ed ac tn ti • The 

u PY t~ ipped t .. iro g_ n:. t hav beeri a terrib.1. one; the 

ki d you do ot al a" O' t nt· 1 c' lat r. r t n_ u ' 
t 0 i.., ha d and le 11 lon t J. 

. ·ch 00 s rl V 

ro m- ike C V Ilil!led· y b lo th looKout. e p g P. cook· 

p C .re ti 1 J. t e p rly 0 en U,.;, d in e 

TJ .L.Ong i • had r ble t lv ;.;,tC Uld clay 

of th i C 0 in pot l re re C 0 of • roKen potter 

ter yab was i e tifia le; tr i e h d n y he n°c. of the 

~e ·ce t e indlin og t mo 0 t of .t .. ict the 

ind h bl 0 y . 

ry le ve.:::. i 

'O e 

off 2 ft:intly 

le ing r a be 

bro i~ burn -leave 

f 

l l. 

h · tri ped vent do 1 •og he .he ro n e v 

e e cv; 

ten erly, 

t w th h p i a 

ion 

of ot. er ti b t n 
' 

v ' V r 

cl e toe ch o her or long ~iin , v:illing t re k 

. e i:t turned hi ly t· 11 r e a to feel · t • 

... o, r l ct n 
' 

hey ou ... dr a 1.' : n bee p tot 00.ltOU 

· · ng tc,n , .,.!'I .elow 11 s in az 

t.u.in irl of n·te. o e pr le up 

so tr i ht t.at nere c r y ~- s no -1 

ne 

r e 

d r 

w s a curvi 

y coul 

h e 

• 
!:, 

~ ·(e.. e o r t e lElnu . 

o .... dar 

1e ount n 
' 

Jr h oo aavid ' had once ore . 

"Du~ y ut to sleep?" 

r.l! e 

t 

-1 
' \t., 

-t , "I L-

ov. e e and t~re 

I' 

... tr 

rKening ni 
' 

• 

tc 

r 

eyo d ing;;, o 

ing a ya 

sive 

"Ye ••• 1.o e don ' t i e for a long tilte , ..,) rah• " 
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o "t a • it; · ut o·f course; r.11 "ti t t k 

my de r. I ttil try to ~ive s -ong as 

o tr 

can, 

meer ·ng. 

vid. You 

on ' t 

"I know . y +>001 · 

' o , ae r . tJus 

h e t ings . 

g our e al:i.. do • aid it 

?rlier when hou -4 of yo being 1· e S so . • I ; n~ed t s 

you vcr o ~et a 

ain av~a 

ro • 

d .... rah , bu·, t arl i n in " of 

-d r 11ion . n d y he y .. eve 'to ·o .. 

u e i tho t . im; one day _ e ·y s ic 

in 11 hou t ht;ar , 01· 

01· he a be ..,tric n 

s E on w s . ein rep rd for .... na ... i bil i ty , v i ng b ought 

it ou in~o h op n , vin h d tn ir cot ~ci u~n,s of it , they 

ere bo~ nov e ter rep~red o i . olive 1 .. con ·cio 

o ·le of o unc r ·.nty , i .. ·.e mov.l e h$ 

di e or tr co 1 ri e afx· id ana. to 

0 % c o l ge y 't' ... r , an 

a.t any 1 e , 

t l to li ere t·v en 

unstii1ti l o to ive i • -olding on "to e en 

ot er, alone n .. at n· i 
' 

V era re h ignten 

0 t y con ciou. ne t _ey . V n . i ha 1 • 

be un thi C TJ n ·a ong t p opl 

down t e.r co uni y ,a J i inte :r in ec u e t ir 

veter ·LIS p rulQ ... e n u a. i 1- · ea 1 0 

of ic e • 

I or in t y 0 ld re s on out of' Vr: l l.e 
' 

d 

d e nd old nQver a hi V lle 0 never tend 

•• t i 1 an 00.K: do on r 0 • e , 0. ·he 

OU c rry h ory o ti. VO ey an of i i l 

for l l ir ve 
' an pr apa;, b yond; or they il p~ on < 0 

thing of hat t ey foun d here to t eir chi ldre 1 an 
' 

t roug th ll ' 
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to their children • ~ childr n, un~il the tl ~ead of memory icl ended , 

which is the poin~ s rhich lif rerllj end • . ere c~n be no de th 

a long~ tlere is emembr nee of person n pl,ae; ~nere c~n be no 

l.i:i:e when person an plece fl?,"e no longer rem mbe d , 

Al thes · thing DPvid a .. ,d Sr->reh en ed nnd :f'el t u tner , 

swirling, ·moky, ghos i ke c dow of cor sciousi1e s; wordless , 
'h o 

ell ood and ~e lin, matter o~ i sensing/ ugge ~io voices Pnd 

~piri t a1d flashing presences , a world of apparent unreality 

which yet fixe man in ·· e and p c , investing im i th that 

traordi ery mixture of .qua ing inquisitiveness, an overw~eening 

senae of sel-- i po~tance 
e P 

hich ets im at e entre c things , 

~n a/h ility which maKe him bow and pray to a Go ' unknown n d 

strive aft r good.nee nd gr ce . ay , in the ti e head , David 

ana S rah woul h~ ea remembrP-nce of thi pl ce becaude "hey had 

shared tne niood it cree. ed. 

1 in;e to c·o do ·n, • D via sl!:\id. 

,, I o.on • t want to leE1ve, ' SPr e ounded puzzled. 

avid touched her f ce and ile . f n , Uw go . '.J,; ere i 

oomething here ••• But e must go.' 

'It e ea me ay , ..., r ah eid, 11 to e ve . It's like leaving 

friend • 1hat wi.J. h~ppen? 

" he p ace w • 1 ... remain," , id s id . 11 It will a w ya be here . 

11
• ill o her co to 1 t?_' 

"We came . " 

I friJ..l. i be as special i h :f fee w a ·ve feel II 

I don ' t ow, ,. avid id . II I on • t KllO Wh t ki d, of people 

~il co e a d w II • 

"No more run V>i l·ve " s rah 8 id • , 
11 

.. rot the only thin to runa ay from , " :DAVid aid thinking of 
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'---

wonderin what he wou d do, wh e voula be ordered to o , hen 

therQ w re no mor: independent churc~es e:ft. 0 ut there alweys 

will b ," e i out loud . .... 
\ 

'Vihat JO t lking bout? 11 !'."'rah ' voice implied he had been 

touc ed in the ead by ·th 1 C • 

Mio thin in f ae , 0 h sai . . 

'' :i: ere a " ay ~ ,..il.J. be v. at? 11 

' ndepen eni; u es , " he id. , 'I w~ s .on erin \ hat he 

uld do " en there were none ,:o taKe ver . 11 

0
• n d there alr, eya i l be orce , your m · n , id . " 

it . ti 

11 .lnd th t's so ething to run av.,ay from too ••• u 

'6r f'ig t . Co ' he aia in ist nt Y, " €l u t ' o dov·n . 11 

1Pl a. .... e 011 ' t be fr. id of 1 y de h, 

J;. importer. t , 10t death. Jmo. ours ~s ,been 

.u vi • It 

good; we've 

i life that 

ade lif'e goo 

0 d I . e •v been ppy together D rai.Je 00 chi.ldren and 

ovc~ < ur neighbours as the .L)i b. e said • II 

I · d v.e 1 v buiJ. .. a nur h I '"'Vid ed. 
, 

I I at to , " s ... .ie , I· 0 il I be a1·1: aid when the day com . •- t 

I promistJ you I won ' t ·bo afraid. .-.1onely , e ; bu ot a r id • " 
under 

e tucK 11er I .t~ h. ur er J Jn long .1.ing , .L 

-ing s.rting exru ination of 'ti .. e de 1 a of ri son s ookout, then ane 

• ov d vi th him to the pat that ed do vl'l o · tle vi .1.P e i n 

t n r "' val y . ~o , 11 ·,1 e rld t1.ey co ld 
' 

w s 
, 

o:'t' an unutt#rab y ben ti£u n th~ fBS s'tcerin darkneu • ~
1hey 

ew t11e le .d ~n hey e· tre vO th r' es el no thrc 

n t.ner·e v; es no need l;Q .. ui·ry a niJ:lSli i • 
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D vid died first , quietly Pnd pe ceful ly , si tin~ at hi 

e k i uh n rroVi room , pu~iness p pers in front of him , Sr h ' 

ibl ~o the ri t oft e bu ine s paper . Heat though heh d 
ju t 

/ le ned back tot Kee breather from the numbers on the heet in fron 

of him . creh found n i L u 

room for nearly an nour befor 

no. aye alone ith hi. in the little 

etting tne rest of the• hou eho 

know. y th n he na compo ed her elf ana no- one , not even er chil 

ren , sa her grieve for David. t b en wore th~n thirty ye~r 
, 

ago; years of terribl e lonelines without the co panion of her lif 

be ide her . But he Pd ept f ith ith i n d 1bla;J with he 

promise she hf.l d ma.de that l t ti e on S n.son' i ll ell t o e many 

years ago: she nad not been afraid ~nd she ad c rried on tneir 
. 

work a though he were til l tnere; nd he wa· stil l there , lweys 
I 

with her in ppirit, in the littl e roo or on t.e And where they had 

wor~ed , togetner in t~ir youth hen t4ey ~ere il ~lone , end ~ften , 

leter , he 
ohn, 

w ena felt his pre nee strongly in their fir tborn on , 

/ grown into 
ner right a a.. , 

,man like hi father now,/who e voice et t· e , or 

gesture , or a way of loo ing or Sll!iling, or a choice of ora, often 

brought D vid full y ~l ive in her heart and mind. As ,e ed and 

rah grew older her re~e br nee of David gre tronger ti l , in the 

end, he was more alive for her tnen ell her v thou ehold of 

children , grandchildren , greet- 7ran children , gz·ea - great- g · d­

chilciren eud a l l the surviving descendants of the lPrg ex.tended 

nou ehold he nd David h d built up over the ye r • ,it time, 

even~ , too, ~erged ill tnere v no di ti11ct· on between pa ·t end 

present, onl3 tle cont uou pre ent in which the living i the 

ead .aw. t a pene ir y or forty or fifty or ten year go 

a l had t e s •· e re ative value and immedi cy. So whe she re e. ber 

UWI L
ibr

ary



1 

,; e pe ion hey h'" ti hared ... t wa v.:i th uh Wf r th of ..1. t nigh t &s 

ove- -1ng; th~ firat comi - to hL .. plnce v ciay go; 

he o rta o cJ o m y ing -c e ir Gi..~of 11 + others 

· rf.i timeles immedi te and ucc ive flo of one elivery 

t r · nether . veryt i g h pened ye terday or t e dA be ore or 

e@r ier to y . ~me ,ov d toe oint of s for a er ol d 

W IZ18l1; eceme Y ry r:.e.11 , ver 

c~ear poo on hich unli t nu sh dow lye agicel ric • 

he t1il e with • c urch h s rte c fev on ,:,fter 

they -1._ d ., ougb t S _ o f'rorn th v lley o oun iion . ni 

stor , not 

tte t to m 

.d d lie 

e , h co.et Cypru fo ; \i at •·;a c ear 1 

vid n ~. error of ir w • He 
yo 

d , couifo ·tr-i· le loo'"ind wno 

Ciid not both r c hiae his co de c. tion ' to\i, rd l ck opl !:! ho 

r· he one .n C ed • y chil n ' • h ref 1. ed to ~ut 

ni n hew ent in ypruu , ex lr.ining, ever o poi the 

tr in a f oo_ •ing o r ?.hi 

ur ly , su e ted , 

end t e rer> -on wh, 

e silently i th li eye ; 

W"'.l ce .. a :ey in s rutting, 

mson . f ce ey pro e too much fo 

o .ust h ve -~ ~plied z .. Sr, on -

r ic to white f C ~ - nvi reb 

h d to ed 1er he d defi n y end 

in in nn°r of provoc tive 

sl~ve- irl trying to- curry f vour 1th n vet;;,e r or a boo -Kee1er . 

An, then i t dewn d on D· vid h t hi_ concern for tne en 11'ili•ti o 

ti fst young man hf-'d re - h a ight: tis fet 

yow1g an in p ·tor's garb 
~ 

cted no et lnc to ro eopJ.e: 

h tl y er Pl 1· e CV r C ilcil:· n bu ¥ith the e. ded di D/.Ji 

of bei ng n tur l y d vio' 
' 

;;,t ul a d over- exed; t .ey ha to b 

treat d a C i dren a ... 'V from thei r ovm dark ?l tu.re • -
..,• ........ '=- .... - - -i: • '•;-, - ..... :. ... ~ -... - -, . 

I ,• 
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fo ,. vid di<lnot over-rule 
whi:te 

era , and t.-ie fpt young/Pastor had to 

spend tb.e night i.i.1 :::lder Jones ' bedroom , while the ::1c.c1· rnd hi 

\life nioved in with 'the children . 

'hen ·r.ivid ?.nd' - -rt"ll re ·ecteci. this fin"'·J. invi ... ation to j o i n 

their church -· th tn.e larger c urch in Kingston Llder Jones led the 
I 

break from .u"'Vid':3 C .. .i.urch. _,.bout a 1ih1.rd of the congreg?-vion went wi 

hi 9 .end there was E greet cozning !Ind going between ?:lder Jones • home 

e?1d white fol¥ from '1ngston . :i.'hcn Elq.er Jm1es sta-rted the bui lai ng 

of a new church ~::ind one of hi sheds vrns quick~y turned into a 
I 

V;ell- s"tocked store fro:w which . 811 menner of goods end .food fcoru 

ingaton could be bought for very low ,prices. 
,now pP.rt o:f their household, 

t was J oseph , /wise in · the ways of the Kingston church, who 

wqrnect Sarah of the irrportrince of securing their lar.d before the · 

church laid cl im to i 't . So :D!1Vid and Serah and -O-l;leph went down 

to the col onial adminis'tration offices , and after much tue ,:lnd e£~or 

c me away wit~ perera giving the titl e to ne~rly hRlf of Cypr~c . 

1 hey had been just in tin.e . · he and on which Jones • house stood end 
~hich ~ones h~d worked 9 

a good few acres beyond i t/had alr~ady been bou->'ht from Jones by t he 
-~ 

chnr·ch , hicn wes usi ng the sr l e pe.:pers to eel! tit ~ to thnt parti -

cu er x IDl parcel as well as to a l l unregistered land adjoini ng and 

butting it. After thia setback tne Ki ngston church redoubled its 

effG1.I,ts: it buil t a house ana. in tall ed a·bri ght , very light- skinn ed, 
equally pale- ~inned -

very otern ou.ng col oured Pa -tor a,!?d his/wife in· the house . The 
w 

young wife started L school for the chi ldren of the breakaway 

congregiitior. . :i.:he t,;yprus con:mun i ty be~arr,e mu:a divia.ed: tho e who 
-

went to ]avid ' church were divided from those who j oined the new 

church which £aiiadits leaderct call ed the old and true church. In ~he 

end t he divisions ren so deep that th~se who worshi pped i n one church 

would hf1ve nothing to do with those who worshipped i n t11e other . 
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o e w· o hP.d be n frien 0 r -.;,.ny e cea ed t ing to C ch 

o her , p ed ch other ,:i tr ng rs . en w o h 0 wor d tne l nd 

toge h r nd h ad hared in the co-oper tive er ort dig7ing 

d y and ornin port , p d e c _ other - 0 til trengers , not 

lutin eac ot er , not i ing. On unday- m rnin 
' 

• n the 

ch· ch tell r 
' 

and h peo le of Cypru .arched t t. eir two 

1 rche s oldiers o~ oppo ·i g rmi rch into at l , t e depth 

of the div'sion wroug tin Cypr cl rer n on y other day 

of .... e .eek: "Gl f h Lord s tr:e ay o out,ard aud visi 

~e ~-ni estation of a co un · ty divided in th n I of tt Lord . 

en , thee r y our 

tor . eh d ir t vi ·ted D v·d 

the r te chu_ ch , e ttl 

1orning, o e x yeer after 

d S·r l 

re olvea. y 

n invi t u. thezr: to j oi 

hue fi which l it 

p the rea w world o th ill· ~or ileu rour: • • he re t 

ooden c. urch r h h uilt all tho cm ny er ngo , v 
a ceil ing, 

on ir • e ge , h~ long ro of o n s, t e be utiful 

ooo n lte, 11 curd Ad ,ade dry d r 111 e , lazed 

congr -

not 

in riot of living ire that ~ · ... e ffort o-" a 1 

tion and ,11 the aver h y hur ea g in~t the _l m 

quench , tough ney ou t e laze fo ·al of our ho s . In the en 

it was vid W 0 ordere hi ollo ·er 0 i tl e hopl 6 figh t 

g~ius th ire _en rt of he big C ilin coll ps with lt 
-

gre t ex ive ,oo h ic l e11t AS ive n e f fire le _ing at 

e AY• le lo :...ir_ of en, WO n an childr 
Jj ' 

F:king f ur 

conveyor- sys'tem b 1., 1eeri tue ri er n ... en-re on .... i 1ued to work 
' 

fo ~ t to~ op; th n, he itantl y , 

r uc ten tl , o t:l a ter t e o th r , 1 .e co v,yo - b 1 topped 

ovi ng tne b C etu O ~ ter th ine • 2eople went on t e i r kn e 
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~here t y tood; others , ~oo ~o - out d e y to rey, lay on t h e 

ground; some w pt , o e ~er dry- yd , h ldin the 1 re i n . 

r • he d Drvid ' h nd , tight-y , "s though it ere a t f f t o 

h ldi g r up. 

I d . d n t t.1.in o_ t ... is , " "Vid s id , a gre t d ol -ti on in 

hi vice . 

c , r. te d to co or him so id , kn i.g he ould not 

a re : ,e cen rebuil d it, lli deer. It wou~a be ea 1 r nd quic er 

th n first time; then we ere alone, now ve ave an r y of 

he pers . 1 

sh expecte , Dgv_d ni no hing. 

took a h d·y nd mot often xt be ore the fire 

fin lly burnda it 1 out, aving what "d o ce been th, most 

be u ti ful cliu h in the;;;Je i l ls hug mound o h ~nd charcoal . 

; o .fllle lme, ho the f'ire ,;,a tarted; no o~ e ever ound out; no one 
1 t in 

ta ~ea a ou /~fer Da id fu ed t ~e offer o his congregation to 

rebui l d tn churc on he i te . 

vi d .a Sr h witndr w from tne lie oft ir con:muni ty for 

wh t rm in of tha yeer , wh · c \'8S ne' i .. ly nine .on th ,. Grauuf'l ll 

i n iree and in .a l num er , ~ny of 

to the . o ng ne cut tone c urc 

id ' congreg tion drifted 

~•hich .n d be n started before 

L er ne fire . ost of the t e ir and 

c l ren ho 

church :sc ool 

~ co ple e a _e wee~ 

een 

ich h d 

ught by Srr h ,ere no; attendin the ~ew 

building of its own an two teP.cher . 

l though e few f the aefiimt lders o • • .,_,, via o.rmer church 

continued ~o hol d ervi ces int ei own ho ,e, e d tr· d to keep liv 

th irit o_ their ola church , the battl e for the control of 

re l ig·ou ~ctivi yin y ru 
i tle ... cot 
nd uar h · 

i sionary trou 
o la be . 

•a over; nd the outcome •aa a tae 

e hooter of hid cnurch h d tol d D vid 
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19~ 

In th ne r yo ..,vid r ed hi~ i bu~ineo • 
, alr y ,., fore of pi. n '-o r e ~ d coff o .. .no . 

0 LB l nd 0 the urn - o t c iurc • "o•. b J..l t f' · c· o y 

for ex rPcting t 18 pi ento · i 
' 

nd ..:lCri 0 n:r.>rl n· ""l· 

fo a for dr• . 1g tn co_:r e, ·nd .., e i , ' o._ uge C . :I bric.K 

outdo r 0 n • bi tne r. mbar n e f il.; and 

th :" work. t r cord e 0 'P ' t,;Qhn 

h put in ch r e 0 he pi, e to. n cof ee 0 er{1 ion • .J:J1ey mor 

l ... nd under co ee, un f "i tr ' 
un ,~ 11p I S ro., e , 

To ·t in en r~e of a liv toe~ of 
' ' 

chicken 

rno. t·m 0.1, D-- id' o· er s n ver rn 11 

bo live to, armin • iJO e 0 the/ 0 bo r ' i 

nchool 0 in •i'i l ... to .c r r d t u .. ter 

... houlA in ~a he best ti-· inl. an ere \ r p re in 

in,. to .:her ~uc coul · b at rice; ut ,ainl rah erce 

t--1 "'h ·c t .. -i .. au·ht r :e r ccr 

k-e in i e .,._ 
e p rt 0 tr i.in i - • 

-'-.• ey brou 1t mo i: d unde~ c l 11ivetic , ro uc.... ore 
or ci u ore banan , 

i ento , ore c · f e , / g q n i tie of :p·ne'"' .. '2 .l e , omit of 

inger , t· avid • f Ar • e ri e 

h. 0 rt o th, hi 
t e 

rt ~or o c rry, 

d ,rad r 

crou D vi 

' 
Ul1 

ro.h r 

f 

yow r n .m 

tit: h 
volume 
pro u 

i 

·.o 

in 

t loo 

e t ~ d o · _oo peroa~ i 

wn to L1 .,ton t e sol o 

· n hi .. :pe - t e e to e I'.Ke 

pr sp r •d e. yrc rich. 

e ;f 0 ,i t ypru 

0 VO ho .. a :fir t O!lC 0 

. died; · e.f r t .. h u 

ft r hi . :thi o young on w 
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~~I?. on°:., con., n nur e, looked nfte h , ·ashe .. i ., ..::- ... d ~i , 

exerci ·e -'-he ~ u..-.,cl. of his dy, until bon gTe up , etl/,een •he 

.nelpl child • 
,.orning / 

rtter l-io; s between a ot. er ·1d Q ac / Jt.f, o 
bu y or ~ net th ... ·e ur 

' 
v r,:, .:;p .nt a',J lee t helf al hour .. ,it .in~ 

~on a hi vouri tP. po o· l V ni befor 

r tiring, D vid nd, r ,., t :i tn a on a.r di c s ea. t .. ~ dr-iy • 

, r: king i , oil n · ..... r o · t .. di ~cu io • 1:o t e c ilo.ren 

of 11 iz 
' 

hP e 

hande -1y hono u-ed 1m 

the is r of tne·r 

,ma ge 

t r-nce 

, r nt • 

e ' t· e c 

ll+i ent 

UP.lly cc pt d, of -

e " '" ' 

tell thin you could t tel 1yone e se; to 

to when you coul d 

you cou d con lei 

.:.11j1 tice ; to whorr cou a , f yr ve 1 out re Lo. iL 0 i 

outr g ou thou ts nd it e .. ea to .., id 

t. t '"'en on ms 0 t pe c e ev o ... d b 11 ·hi.· love, . · e lou ly 

~arded y his youg E!aL_. Once only, ~ r wa li ~- ..i.e oove en 

jn hi let wor.e on hi~ YU, c e as tlo 

sne ould, J em ect o \ il , ri. the 

.. aria, nor a 1y o son • s cl ildr n, e er ~ .e :_o i {; for l i;. • 

i.. ly 

, for 11 hi pr mo v·ct, d 

narr. c, e once; u_ le a ~ :Jreocc i 

.or ard ous t:t·uc le iiO win - i ving 01 i 

f , never 

w · th ·:t:? 1r.c.;. en 

". ily ~ 

th no p-rehed ~nd rren 1- ey of our. t ...,. 0 P.V .. 
l..i. 

.,. 
• ..,;; --·-~ ., ... ., 

·c.,~ rf~ i J" of ue er~ 

rt nt C e co 0 u ..p 
.L 

orxr ou ly: , n bo tl 

ut n 11 te on e oun ~ i 

ion 

rm . 

!;,Q l .. e off.re 

'.J.: e off r ch.ered :, 

to 

~ible to· a don hi 

F.ll e ' 

piece ,..&- e rtl i . .._ e v l ey of " oun t ion, .o ma ter ... 01. h. rd the 

tru le . ~e ~ried to expl ~n: but now .o tell people, even thesn 
neople , that a piece of h rd pArched ear t h h s become p rt of your li 

UWI L
ibr

ary



.. 
194 

~ Ton me sat ,··th S n11::,on ~or the la~t time in t e fadin 

li ht o tne_lc e war unm; r ve11in 0 , an· po e of all that had 

r ~pireu in t e , lley of , ount Zion . Sar h had ulhged _ im to give 
did not 

an:: on ell t o 1e po e teadil, even though e/wmaXJt s 

0 l m er Se 1 on eerd or un er~tcod any of it. ec~ e he did no 

know , it b ceme lie tal ing o i el, tin ir. aloud, remembering 

people ana p cce and happenings , · ot in silence a a person usually 

did , but o t aloud. 

" lk to :people , 

n· 4onrur.e ho ha. alway~ ~ound it difficult to 

al PY had trouble f ndin the words to give 

voice o is tn ugnt o feeli. s, u d nly fo n· the ~ords flo ing 

freely an a i y as he 

experi nee, making hi 

on. 

,ord 

It ca e s a new 

1e u ·ed ana of the 

uu of ni voice , an o t & any wn· in 'hich the voice c n be 

r i eci. or lowered or be:nt o t rned to giv dif:f rent-differe. t n ean 

to word and the u e o~ word and tne o nd of word . • He grew 

drun with ne joy _of it and talked on , giving S,:Jn on detaile of 

what w nt on in tn v lley of oun Zion ·hich he must ave regi ter 

wit.out noticing, no~ all inve ted with ivid C rity by his 

di;;.)covery o the twin mc~gic 0..1. he ·ord nd tne human voice . 

o they r.t t ere en t veran ah at "the er1ding of the day , 

th bi tricken ilen men nu the iry li tle on , hi ord 

tumbling 11 over the pl ce. mn on ' £:__ periodically ca e to the 

aoor o e th tel ~ well then ret1 e tad 'gain , ·he member of 

the hou ehold w nt P.bout their rounAd . h never anyone c e home 

fter the da ' s ab e ce__, tl~ey p u ed to s lute SP.m..,on . ome , the 

nfol k , ·ould touch his houlder or hand or noa. or ble ornet/ 

greetin and carry on; the ·omenfolk wou d touch him , Kiveing hi· 

forehead or cheek rnd linger a little l onger t n the ,en . t uch 

e would chec o ' o .or s ti _ 
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th n he ould art off aba-n • • ing i covere~ the me, i c of the 

''0.1.dS nd the oice Le a ike r kard ho C ula not top drink-

i • 

'one e deci ed to re ....rn to the all . of . OU t io ter u 
a time of the ... ull n 0011 

up·o r th t night. It '.'V .:/ x:m.g ii ·i: h an hi-.) donkey ~ ew 

t. e 7 • Vhe c- .... r could ct persu de izr. t ry til morning 

she n t u ed 0 e h to i edi t - y have donkey lo ded with 

aoodu for . 
0 e, .e "to t ke w.i ·h hi • ,;,O qo a.we 00 i leave of 

s son A d, lit le later , o:f C i , nd SAr h, rnd t out for home 

th ho to w ... ich on , in h. nrim 
' 

h,. d led the tho e ally 

y ,., ·s ago . eh d told~& ~on ht le n er in the lley ad 

oved to nere no d~indled to fiv fa.ili • T other ... i l i 

c.s .or ater ar.' the and as a ier; o e o t e hig er 

hillo t ,.1 n r .n- a t of t· e ro ing and 

f . . ~~ · t ourisi: .. coll'..£'.uni C fer til<:. rollin 
,fw,"!Gv 

ock ~ 11; ot r ... down to Re .. ll ; an o t-...er 'l. ao'rm to 

Lie ' h h. he:. ri e o ~terli1g Ca t l. 4her ·a more 

w ·er i t 1:;S l c~ an tne and w Q asier o ora. o- tho e who 

r mein d th re ·as .ariA • ~ f. i l y or ht v~ itce hal f 

of it -h "d o ·ed to e" -111 ; .... ere , a n • fe·ily, but onas 

h d elr 0 ad ound elf ood 1 ce of l nd o t .. J hil just 

e ov .ed 11 ui d·n big hou ether, o t wae jut 

a atte:i:- of t· b foie he ou d le ve; t re 1 , onSll'.i , an 

hi ""'s ily, and 11 e , im , Li t l e .. ~,.ry id ot · ·,mt o leav the 

v lley, even thou she ·a growin t.rri ly t L \ 1 t hnr work . 
-The other l'Q familie w~re newly .rriv d tran r 

' 
e·ttr cted by 

men 
, ri • l o· l"' d rent. on e he .o t e for them, th/ 3 f one 

was a t i \ ho h h ace ·11t in . the other au lazy Y(l.m' ana 

id no+'1i or 1 . _1 i l y • . ll 
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avid and v~r h . ot 11 your . Jorrie you tell to everybody; no 

nee for them to know o baa tin re lly wer . 

t th ere t of the hill hich w 

h · ould bes l to ee vid and Arah ' 

the last point frorr. hich 

pr ·ling home hep us d 

and loo ed bac . Tney nad one i to the hue . e would h ve ~een 

their sh do y figures i f they d wit d for him to go out of eight 

Th ir no1i w i ing for he lat farewell av brought udden , 

unexpected ache to h. hea t, an he felt very l onely nd alone in 

thi V t ancl be utifu 1odlnli t worl d. 
-i h ..... y 

I ek w go home, hes id ,/nudging the flank of the donkey 

wit nis }theel , nd tugging the rope of the second o_ e , weighed 

don ith to pen i r r iu. n vi th 11 m nner of :food. 11 Them donn 

even nt you -
('> , don ey , th m o rich; rich to i!ahtid •••• " nd 
m 

so one erode . f e through tne night , t 1 ing to the donke· , 

r e bering, aloud , how m on h•d been be ore he was tricken end 

how .:1e and :David h d b .. oy togeth r , n the chores th y 1rnd don 

togeth rand th things they h d le~rne together . And now vid was 
. 0--

big nd rich man d he, on ,e , a A~·all poor man , even though 

t6ey h~d tarted out to ether :from the me pl ce . Not any ye rs 

betwoen t either; ayb four- five, not much more . iaybe it's that 

Sr h who can - ee into people ' b ins and know what they thihk. 

W ell wrong, do ey, we all wrong fro the be inning. •ie all thou.ght 

erie PS th strong one; nd it not a at 11, at all , no~ o. That 

~ rPh turn Davia into a ing end a rich an ana ·a preacher i:r.an too . 
~ ~/~ 

oman , that one! e cP an n ndl e1yon~ lie th t , ot even to 

o rich; only m •eet likkle fJ ry - soft d entle and easy to 

ove with 9I.d loving the s e . ut · erie sho •ldn • t a done . 
71-'-.DM'I 

that ~n we shouldn ' t a agree for them to go . o 1 t i.::i t.hl!!Jt: pri:fin_.g 
-~ -tb., ~$, tofu._~, ·t, ~ ~~ 

11.. • o h tf l. , e lourt, f">TJ ~ on end him not l onel y 

1 
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BFm on died i n hi ce • Hi .. rina found him dead hen she 

ca e to prep re hi fo · the day. _Ii eyes ,ere ope:n en he see:r.:ed 

iv bu sh~ n he a de d, so she called Sarah, end Preh c lle 
f1om hi li tl of ic wh re he 

vid/ hm h d lready st rted the dey • s bu3in ee . DPvid clo ed the 

st ring eyes nd felt the honde end ov d he arms; the ri idity o 

pr ly is which hnd griped r aon in life w s gone in de th: hi 

arme and leg and body moved e sily; rigor mortia hnd not yet et in . 

The wo en prepared him quickly for burial , for in the war 

tropic 1 ~m~s dee y ets in f st. The men, in the meantime , prepar 

the buri 1 ~i£2 spot in ihat 

church had been burnt down . 

s once the churchyard before t~e 

ny of his ormer congreg?tion end 

their relatives had be n buried in the churchyard, so David and 0 

fenc c.-in nd 
hed turned ±i the place into a quiet burinl park/SlllX--u--• surro 

ed by a citrus grove of gr pefruit, oranges and limes. By 

t 1e a· of his death all the prep ration;:, were reedy and $!'! son was 
ebony thirty 

bu,;rried in the hadows o:f a young/nutliuuq~ tree, no more than/fi:£i 

y~Br old , twelve feet tall and in i:ixx£i:x.i full flowering . The 
it seed ti is 

birds had c rried/i:i to fi&/ pot ~here it rooted and tart it life . 
J tat 

SPrah fl d care r lly guarded the early year of/xn life, and everyon 

now ew and p sed on the ~ord that this was a tree tnat w not t o 

touched. hi s tree would , in 11 probability, outliv all the humnn 

who gat ered in it shadows~ ~ on that late warm afternoo th~t 

Sam on , the leader of the runaway slAve , and the only father- fie"llre 

v D vid and Sarah nu !On e n ~ig an ~ittle ~ary iad ever 
·as buried. -MS body 

know~ they lo er &Mil into the eert~, to become part of it, pnr 

of the sy tem feeding the root-netw11i:,.1.C that would allow the ebony to 

gro into a ian t tree , a1ld with D vid ' s voice oun ing the fa iliar 

p rting words about ~he d 

eciol tion cf b 

d, ::: r h thougnt about »l 1 ' an• of t e 
CV 

.... n in a v-01Li-t 1 · hi · 1. ,•nich ou 
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Jacob , on 
/ the first/ µ I R of their own first- born, Jo' , w e one uc_.n 

excep ion . luc:i:~kii H h d go·ie to 1erics "o tud et tne blac 

wiivers i ty at i; ante;' in Genr 1 , ~ of. uch aci ~e~~~: 

end racial bigotry tnat wni te o r' H~ ~ , .. 1d burn d ble.c.t:!:fl to 

death . So bo h Sarah and 
t acob ~ x x~•-ft~-

th ~ young an goin · ther 

of thi 

r h i d 

the time 
~ 

ere te ly op o ed to 
%er ined ru:1d 

r h, in c. rticulerly fond 
~ iled 

n , wax xtj 
av trange &•--~--- ~x ~ • 

him of tne e 

t tlant 

c r.tury. 

n o"' hie grandma 

rah reach -~ acob, he .. ad b en ead an · uried for ore than a mon 

T ey _ad du · her grave a clo e 1:e~i:de vi d ' as coulu b a.one wit.no 

uis"tlrbin t e o o.er grave . ohn , :na11id ' ..., .-md 3arnh ' fir t-born and 

0 head of the r inc:, anily w· th it extend d connection 
' 

and 

no in ni ii l ix- e 
' 

... d nt 3 hi if i e ... ing the 

clo e, 811 :i t ti e exc u iv end be n i 1er t . hat closene 
' ' 

to t .. e ex du ... ·on of t~-C..w .. i .:.... c. • < t' e 
' 

hEl ... et u .. (., entmente -~ a..s 
on j alou iee 1:::-{ ;lJ :~ · r. i, L1-- :,h d t ese a ay , t ney 

put 
., rAh to rest be ide .l r -&loved ]; id , a. little di ta.nee from 

th i the legendary SA 0 • ow to:, , •• er, ered on y he good 

thin a d tr.i.e "OOd times an t e w ~ lene tnat hed 1th an .... L0en 8 

r diated to hel!l from the e two. So the cn.ilaren r:>nd th e,Tandc ildre 

nd the great gr,rndchiJ..drcm , and t Ooe ney nad t Aen in and m de 

c built riv t sllri e vd t in nem 

"'rn t Al .... ~ .... e legend of 
"'- ./ 

lea di n~ t 1em up in to ne nill, a ay from bond ge . 
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oot 
(~) 

i.JO ethi g about t..... tig oung m~m ' earing di turbed the 

profesaor , ,.e him l cken hi pace rnd ~eep hi i tance • I 
na...J 

follow the young an . T~ere were man o~her peopl e abo t , strol ~in 
1,1'\ 

in two r,nd tt...ree and J,_lr-t· er group ; others prawled on the lu h 

gra under the tree cff the p~ved walkway; ome sat on the 

benc c, ttered at interval · under slrndy ... es on the VF t 

cAmpu grounds . ....,ay.-.i ht as f ing . n in the Gerogi ·twilight 

there was a f int frel;)h fI·egrance to the warm till air. A sen e 

end feel o~ peace and tranquility h n~ over the l nd here . ne 
itj hie place ~"lfro~ · 

profes or had b en/luofa p ~1.no, ~na still he could not reconcile 

t.1: e peace of thi place with t.1... 1 own reality of violence and 

bnntality jut be o d it confines nd Pl through this land. 

erhaps th' va ~he augur of he~ it would one ey be int.is ~air 

land, heI our vhite ello countrymen will ee us ... or hat we reail 

Pre , good patriotic erican li e them elves , with the seme abiliti 
fG..,~ ;r~ ion..:i -:ind ien..rn sea, nd with tne s me dre and opes . This 

1 

u 

\ 

t.ne ighly educated ~ nd gifted nd talented r. inori ty among 
come to . 

ow them t · 11 t. ey/re pect u , ana t irough u , in time , 

all egz,Des AND ACCORD .E! T EQUALI~Y OF OP ORTUNITY which is 

their jut due . 

The tall young r qn turned off t e ber-iten p th and down a 
~ 

piece of .., oping land to lthick cluster of trees. he profes~o1· 

hurried after him , drawing clo er, no longer wanting to follow .. 
unobeerved . Ii; was time to· be i,;)eer, e d heerd now , he judged, if thi 

young man was es de era te a hi bearing uggest • "he young an 

pau ed at a huge fe~len tree , leaned again tit, nd aited. 

"Why are you follow ·;Jigg me ••• " then he recognised h:. fol.1.ow 

''Oh , profe oor ••• " 
Fro the islands, t e profea or decided; th t 111~ to the 
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peech could only co e fro tne i l n of~ e CEribbcan. 

1 ou e to be in trouble, ' 

oothing voice, tea y anu ea ur d, 

v en 1i mo t CA ual reI! ar.&: • 

he pro e or aid in a quiet 

omeone who cno e careful ly 

"A personal matter," t e oung rcan aid; ".othing "to do ith 
I' 

thi, hew ved An arru to encompa s the ii tle orld of ~he univer i 

. " ereonal end very de p, t e ~ofes or , id . ' ney 're the 

o t dif-icult to ive ith at tirue; it u ually e 

nd ome ime ~ tranger i e bet medium through 

to le it out. 

ich to achieve 

release; the reaction3 of a trAnger are o no rnomen on deeply 

personal atter . " 

here wa a long, dr wn-out ilence in the quiet evrgi 

t~ilight; not a ound, now , _rorn nywhere , cs ~hougp 11 the w9rl 

h hu he 1 breath. 

Tne young en wi e ti bu ybo y ould go away and le ve 

hi a one; e ,i~ ed he had the nerve to tell "thi mootn-:faced, 

hand o e little copper-brown man ith ie poin e beard sn curled 

ou tache an Engli an' ays of peech and manner to ,ind hi own 

bu ine mid go _aw,,y • .. e wa not even 0 e of t .. ii,.) n • tu nt • Bu 

thi man .. profe or er. you cannot ju~t te.l-1 a p1of or to 
1
mind 

hi o n bu ine ; e pee lly one li e t i t whom everyon eer1 ed to 

hold in a e . e pofe or ne d the ch n in__, mood in tlle yo ng bl 

an, aw the elight, no~ con cio·s, _uarin~ of the hould r and 

K3kbg rai ing o th 

i th fi t step. 

chinf and felt quiet~ ti~f~ction. ii,.)tractio 

"It i .y gren other," th yol.L.."'lg .. an ~id re.Luctantly , the 

mood chan ng ain; e low red .i he d. "She died ••• n I ,1 no 

there . ' 
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11 C • t cu etill go? 

11 :1.hey buried her; :m a Eonth ago . he letter reac ed me tod Yi 

he profee or h d gues ~t the BP.hams , but a ~onth would put 

the l ce rnucn further; J~ eica, perhap . Alo d , he 

.. Yee, J.-.m ica; far up in the hills , ' 

ked: "J Fmaica.? 

·ear5 euddenly welled up in the young man ' ..; eye , spilled 

over the lids and rolled down hie ch~ek . e let them, unchec ed. 

".y Pndmother nd y gr ndf ther were run way slaves , part 

of a group that en t up in to the hill • 11 For all t e flo ~ing te rs 

the voice w c~ltn na even . "And grandpa n grandma went lone 

·nto the bush as young peopl e nd built world _or u5 . JnQ now he ' 

gone end ~ wa n • t ther . " 

" nd your ndfeth r?" 

'He died long ago •• • e to it u der a tree n ~~;pa' 

gr e and he would tel l ~ .-, .en we ere lone, 8:ai' \1,;, ' ru •• wr-l the_re 
of children,till 11.b 

we a whole groupj bout rll tn h a d h ppe~ed from the tim~ hey 

r n a· r:- y right up to the time ve ere born . ' 
'She o .. nd.s li.Ke " wond rful women . o 1 !:>ny of you are there 

espite tne tears, a rad ante i l e fla ned ecor the young 

men ' face . "She c lled u her army, the e re o .any of s o They 

had eleven children and thee even h d ei ht and nine and ten nd 

t ·e ve and even fifteen; m fet.i-1er nd n other had the lle t 

number ~i th eignt; end now the c.t1ildren are having child en. ~·e are 

her rmy! ••• lma 

t ere . 1 

wa~p not o~e to bury her; 11 tne oth rs were 

"I ' ... ure he un er ood. I \,'ill leeve you now to your . 

di ne i th o th· .... ev ning m tell me iore about 

our randm and am ice . ow wnere to find me? 
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" :s' ir . " 

11 The n e's DuBois • •• " 

~~¾ "I now, eir . " 

,·co e, · oun m ; I lVdJ .. o !ind out your D e . ' 

"Oh, ea. Brown, ~ir; J cob Bro 

' llright then, r. rown. I'll 

n . ,, 

X e~tlJ:: y roo about 

even hi evening - thi, i, unless y u not really an~ to come . 

You do not hav, t 9 you now~ I really w nt to her bou J 'iID ica. 

fl ' ll e th re, ir; I ·an 0 co e. l ' l t 11 you 11 I 

C . about 4 
I ' ll tell tr vels in gland nd .... and " d yo J. Y ance 

,., rrr: ny and ome of e ~eople of colour I et t ere .·11 

roee from the huge 
Profes or Lu is Iixax % xm~ trunk of t_e llen tree 

Ked ri ly _away, le~v·ng tne young .sn t.11 ea ed on th 
He thoughJ 
. /the mood haa caned nd the young man would e all 

th ug.1t: 

II 

and wa 

great 

rig a eo the gr nd on of a amai"an 

di <i , will dine 

trange lia on 

one o.J. . e 
nd tta~k with me,/the 

runaw y lave woman, ju 
of en odd 

prin of the/ 

red by A erica 

ef tb 

.1 cept for the ottle of wine nd the table napKin a d t .. e 

china cro.ckery an , o_ cot.. ae:, t privacy, it I w t11e .e ;;:, in t 

l~rge coILmunal tu.dent dining h 11; the food wa thee~ , t~ t ~ome-

hov· J"'cob 1:lrown enjoyea it more the. re embered doing in nll of 

his .two eAro t t .... i pl -ce. ~e hed :fo nt: he foo bland , not rich · 

a.d picy . th iOOd he ~ u ed to; te& people i not e o to u 

pepp rand ginger nd g?rlic in their cooking; nd it ~11 aeemed ~ 
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cooked in weter, not in the rich coconut oil which brought_ out t.ne 

full flBvour in a pfece of meat, eapeciPlly in a nice hu...~k of pork 

killed jut the day before . Here , he had to drown his food in l!!lf1lt 

and grov..nd bl,Ack pepper to give it any ort of flevour ana shRrpneee . 

And how he mi seed his r .eal ~ end his i·ich SeturdEiy ~oups: yem E'!nd 
pum.k:in and 

/ green banana and coca,6 and dasheen , the roots of life; end sweet and 
I, 

sour opfl and etarapple and neeeberry and cuetardapple and otaheitt-
apple · · . 

/ and pawpaw and ffiango and the different- different mel ons- and the 
11. ttle 

tartly- l!Sweet/red fruit of the cherry bu:s?, , the sweets of life: and 

al wa hed down ~ith freshly prea,\jea cane- juice » at times spiked with 

the lightest touch of white to give it a ' kick'! Or a mixture of coo l 
/ 

orange and grapefruit juice given extra 'sweetness with a measure of 

A-l / r~/f';\(}.., SOJtai.. 'i ~OAI/ honey! vv 

"You are faraway, Mr • .Jrown,' ?rofes or LuBois murmured; h i 

eyes, normally guarded and with a touch of sadness to them, twin.kled 

brig.ntly now; a gentle Sitile tugged at the left side of hi mouth, 
· remoteneee and 

softening the/xm:-uct austerity the world usually aa\v. He seemed a 
-

k.ndly, co~corned, entiitively gentle nan now. 

~he econd glRs~ 0£ wine hed relaxed the young man , o he 

smiled at .... uliois, a wide , open, rank, sun 1ine smile: 'I wa3 ren.e~be 

ing our foo At .nome. It':s All rich and hot and c;;rea y.•· 

"And aelicioui; , I'm sv..re . ' 

11 Ye:., ir! rery deliciou • 

nho·t blr-nd , · like tni • " 
\ 

"It 's diffe.ren t," Erown si:;id quickly , not wanting to soutjd 

con:plaining. 

11 It' ... in titutional food. You ' ll finJ tdis .o..inci of food in 

ever· y in.:;, ti ta ti on you go to, en1 ..,;j here in t.he world o It i.:; a iJ 

different from our folk- food e,:;, i "t i .... from you1 fo l k-food. What we 
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C 11 oul foo i a picy nd u of .J.l vour n t te an ae 

ric . and gooy- gi; y a· any in you ve -o·n in .., aica , believe 

e ! II 

I 

"Tnen I u t ry it , ir . 

"You 'fj, ll.; h,V no oub 
' 

r . ro·n . In ti tic < l fo od i 

o et i g compl tely apart f o t he _oo peopl t i n 

o es , uo do noT judge our ~ood or any od e food by th 

in ti tu tiona 

li:i.ces of me 

ood you et at coll ge ·nd univer itiea nd other 
I 

cat ring. Odd bu one o the 1. ortnnt thin I 

e~rneu in 'Europ . I t.ou h , for in t~nc, tn tall IndiP.n ate 

t e rr,e thin · c rry ich r duce ev rything o a f;ery 

h t which burned up your inn ra~ J~ uce 

vour o one unifor ov rpo w : ~ otne • 

all food end ll 
in ?.ri , 
en/Iva invited to 

inner by an ari tocr ti A ian lad , a i ce B I t nK he wa 
' 

and I h d y first perien of t e i ifin·· te varie y 0 de l ici ou 

and very , very differe1 t di h t • nt under t IB curry; and 

no ingle on :va i e t .e other. ut nou.g 0 food . I ee in the 

r gi try record tnG t you re tudying theo 0 y?' Boi p u ed 

and pn se l d ert .r:d top up ·~o \ ne • 
,. y r nd:fet .er s prie.t ••• don ' t - ow if you , ·oul d 

nccep n UC • y t u - 4 h to r ad and· i te u of 
..... e i 1 n bee e •• e a ile - one ' 0 e n bapt ed i n C urc • . 
o.w a al ve , e b ti .,e im nd 1 ter or ai. him. ·h y all 5 y he 

,=, good riest; I 5 o ~e to ome of' t~ e o l p ople who re.ember d 

hi a heir pe .... tor '"'nd t ey .. l ... rid h 1e thi . ~ . a good 
~ -

priest . i ch•rch , ich e ana. y a ST, rtedj_ "'ll by tne e l v 

w rned do ·n v, en he efu d 0 b~CO p rt o (_; iJ .. g ton- ed 

curcui t . " 

"Everyw re , ' Boi urmured oftl y , tho~ h t f ully . • en n 
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ld 

eplt. 11 h el ni 
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t do in t e ri baa _e • y. 0 you 

dp ' or I ' 

ever ince T ca. remember . 'ran Spran 

ine old la y - .. e call_d e e f n old 

eed th t I .OUJ. C r y 0 " • • • 

oi tr. t~d, lo .ver d and thought 

is an i~ grandma ' s 

agre 1,ent on t i or .., .ce 

ofe 

f 

or · oi f 
indepen ·ent 

av·ng/c urche ·ided d controlled 

by l C e .') e, not r th control of ,hi - , no ed by w i tee 

i , ·e tatively: e e re d , a· dma a d - ad ~e ould 1ave 

if • been i beceu 9 it ··.a hi i - need 
ellow th 

t co1 trolle ana u d by whi e . ot/ in <i of our ' 
ind e J.in u ;;hat 0 t in • hat not t hi , at 0 . 

fe nd - t not 0 f e • 

u ll .. t of tae reli iou id , '' ~ui~ a~ ed thou~ tfully. 

11 h t of t. e or i e?' H d i l . ' ut ten you ~il 

o the facmal i toric root oft e c urch; an it 1 a 

poli ica po·er fore in t.e worl . ~ i n o a rP.n f i periali 

I it bei g u ed to gui e ck Uiind into ace pti g prevail ing 

do inant whit t=>l e ,inu you , it not t. V thst re 

ne ari y ron . i ' 
i th u e o th to impo a C rtain 

d inati n •• • :B i u ar a. peculetiv J..y t i youn e t; co 1 

remote once ore . II IJJ. hi i at you ana. your grrindma tale 

about, out her in t hill of ai .. a? 11 

I'{ ir. ' t 

'1 l iad m yo gran a. "'ra~ , " ..., B is aid. 

o· ro n ea 11a nodde '; c ~ the ri ht decioion 

... id , wil le d you t other • 11 

y 

II 
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activities?" 

II O' ir • II 
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ill i t clr, n it ny of yo r "ther 

"Fi n ; ncx Thur ·d~\Y at five then , i n my of.fi e • T 11 

apArt from your promi e to your grand.mp , do yo your' e l f ent to 

be a priest? I i • your cal l i nJ or the ful f ill i 4 of~ other' 

calling? e you ure of i t? 11 

"Oh I am sure of that llri ht, ir. Gran a wa trongmi nde 

but she never forced anything o ybody. She rei ed he Pme 

que tions you or, ra ing now, and many ore . It ' · hartl to ex ain 

but that i the on l y tning I ant to do; it is like a c lling. Of 

cour e ~ hat theJ <;lid to gr .. ndp and hi..; chur n are ioportrint: our . 

own church , free of do ination or control by white i one drivi ng 
, 

force , but - - 11 Jacob Brown searched fr the right word • 

11 ut ven e nee i s not the rer-son , " D oi suggested. 

11 I do not not .irnow," the young man spo ·e a if to h i m-self: 

" 11 ·I know i that od I ow , t e God my grandp and andma 

roi ed u all, ·nd the people in the ill , to worohi p , ia a God of 

truth and cari ng fo:r each other , nd 0.:1. re pect nd r e . e does 

' not et pone people over nother , Pnd he doe 

the col our -of t heir kin . That i' ~nc God .whose 

ot c ou.re ~ n by 

I , ' 
70S 1 I must preac 

"How c n your God of love condone o much crue + ? Sl ave y?" u 
.,, eyes • 

Jadob .Brom 'b gan to answer t hen w the %ink e in ois ' / 

He relaxe d , hook h i J head , smiled: "I · on • t k ow; any thing I do 

not know , sir . t ' s why I ' here . C n you te 1 me , sir. II 

DuBoi s threw back his heed nd l Pughed , a lixtin gaiety to 
\ 

his aug1ter . Well done , • .bro n! A i.:le m n turn ::!.ifficu., t 

Rr0und anu ends it bP.cK s ~r counter . The kin i often mor~ 

or. i mpo t nt tnnn t e answer . 1· Id t B t e you o no nno . u 
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find it tr nge in ee tl~ t so uch cruelty an brut- li ty . hae 
, 

b en done by men to en in the n me of t_ e Godo love. Your gri=indma 
\ 

e.,.,w a u howed you an 
' 

I conf ., ' ma ... e me thinlt ericuoly about it 

fo the fir..,t ti e , how the od 0 lovo i u ed by one r ce to gain 

do:rr:.ina t ion over e mind of nother . It is n terrible thought , you 

know , this · aea of tne coloni atio~ of the h mind by Vva.y of 

reli ion . Crnnot yo r a o love do o et in to top ·t, to 

disa Bociate Hi n~me from i~ iof , do no~ andwer . Let me guess what 

you anower will be a d t .en tell 6 if I ''n v·rong. Your gr?ndma ' 
and provi ea 

religio, in the end , provi e /tn, key to the rebellion of the 

l cve • Ul ti tely , the te ching of Chri t rovided e ch converted 

lRVe wi h a sen e of hi 1 own h 0 ni ty end t e1·efore 1i tn a mea urin 

rod ,gain t hich ~o jud e hi ~tatus; and the resu t l d to rebelli 

nd thi .Rk your God of love revolutionP~y , a fo entor of 

i conte t, die~a~i ~ctio; He c2u e ueetioning o~ the tatu 

quo , H c, u::,e ee f-ex mination and P. po ... ing of ·h t i ge ina..>t what 

cou Pna 1oul be; ·nd hey ure to! an explo ive revolutionnry 

it ation i brough into being. I ~nA~ ·ht you would nave ~id , 

r. rc'lr'D . " / 

':.i:ell you the ruth,' l'O\ n c 1uc ~led. "I n.,d not thouuht of 

H • 

' ,ell, man! rn ink about it now nd.te .e if .. hat i wh t 

you wou ctn ve id if you ~ ad tho· ht about it. 11 

. , 

"If I 1Pd tnou ,ht it out c early , ye. " .Brow could contain 

nei thcr hi..., l ug.c.ter nor i ense o high eic i tement. 'hi an 

p yed with id other eople l yed -=-t 
' 

and it ae exhi l er t i n 

":But !lere • the rub , ' .Duo cl ... ~id , udden y soobre . " He 

ere ate tn Will to freedom n~ dignity and whAt you cPll c ring 

ndt) grPce , thi Go of love; nd yet , it ie in Hi name thr.it tney h V 
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ere t d l~very and r3ci~c \ith its lynclin anu b rninge , and 
used 

colon Ali~ . o it would eem e c n be/to s rve both good ends and 

b d end:!, t i od of l ove . He indif~ r nt? H 5 e mnde no 

choice? s :.. t --1- o e gr' nd geme He is pl aying wit puny littl e 

t.1.mf\n for p ne? ~or urely , P od of love , od o goo e e 

oul tilt the 3Crle5 in~ vo 1 • of goodnce~ Pd love Pnu agBin~t 

wickedn _ .d hate?" 

I -- ~ not on- ~01 11 ro\i!?l a ed; equ lly eriou now. 

"H B He?' Bois ~ked . "o out into he world, ..,Y from 

your rotective m icen hill s f.lnd "'W'-'Y fro'T. tne tifical p ce 
O! 

and tr n uility/this univer~i ty c- u . co plete your tuaie!I Find . 
in th wor d 

go nd .spend ten or t~ nty ~ e rs OU ther /fln then let u meet 

egr.: i n n ee i f you ive 1 e the eme n er . " 

J~cob rown v 3 very werio e now a as~ed: "D you really 

be l ieve God i i ndifferent to the .... ufferi 11 of peopl e?" 

~u oi mood chan ed . Hege tured \ith body and hnnds es thoug 

to be rid of n unpl e..,Ant !l do of tt~ .ind . e di ided the 
'(€..m-\ a4--~ 

lottle {?=''' in i; 0 f tne of win in 0 the 10 gl"eees . 

I ' n: the one wl o t e questi on 
' 

reme ber . You, e pecirll 

hen y u re l?ri t VI C h to ide the mi nd and oul..., of a 

getior , 1t ill e exp cte to ive ;jhe n wers . I Al!, the man of 

d of ts,~ i • e the tr e b ine of cholarship. LeAders , 

pr:.r on rnd po i 1.ri~ iPns, u· t dc2l in certeintiee . The t ' the 

di ference . to .'our uel!ltion: I do not .know , -Por I h ve no wny of 

k owing. I know \··hat I!:.en sey of Hi1 but I Udpect th, t they h"'ve no 

more ,ny of .:newi ng tn°n I have . Thi i~ not, m tter of knowl edge , 

it is ~ tt r of f,ith , an I wae not rei e, by nyone like your 

rename S rah. 11 

'ir1ey tF:l ·eu for t).J while longer an then J::icob rown l e_ t 
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It t j i .e or he ener 

l _g1td-out, oO h ,1e.l~ 1 r · k l y to t e stude t qu rtere . t wriu <?A-

cle2r oo 1· .i ..i , cornfortebly ·arrr. n ..:til , with the i' int 

C nt of Geo·gir i~P n he ~ir . Ho hiJ 

e!.joyed 1e t n ion 

RT h would h~ve 

of t,1ia ni ht ' 

Boi h d . B t ·hen, you bar , c a · . .cei 

o .ot ueco .e octo o. hilo op y at thirty unl e you have a 

.:: .arp 

~ c-onatl i ng S"d and lonel y 

o t hin-. ·hough, t l brfii.. y goociloo i::.1 0 r n rof,saor 

the Fr ell E;. e • • • i•rndJr:a , Oh loI•d, 1· gon n I w..,en • t 

ther. to nee~ beside her bed nd totch her h lP t ti e nd 

B her ~or th& l ~t ti • Lr tirr:e we 'r-ilked , ju t b f'ore I left, ,.. 

we went to wh re e church hMd be n and n telKed ~bout randpa 

on . tie e leaned on me for su ort; 1 t I henrd 

t.e f i · , ihi pry old vcic na. el t t.!le gr t str • gth of Jtind 

al d piri t C din th t v ry .r i l ol 10d . g grBndma , di d I 

tel .,rou how much ver enou6h; we n~ver tell i t enough 

nti l it i too l ate . ~.e made i t ea i er , thi ctor Boi ~; 

ier v ... en I !'ir5 t got tte letter e,:,rli er tcd y, na. -=>gai n ton i ght . 

tho e,ntfu.1, · L .d man behir1d a ll th,:;t harpne • I think I l i ke 

i .lL; I ' m ure you wo l r ... ve . ou •ou have taught h eon;ethi g 

for a l hi e boo ler;i.r·i in • e ll, I will et so e mor e of that 

le nir 11 .c. then •••• Thf• thov.ght ud"enly £1 hed into his in d ••• 

~en I 'll ,o o urop a heh don n _ten I will go to fr i c , 

tLe p ece where the lEves c--me fro • bl, c i ion y to ftfrica ! 

' ... 
" 

blt:1ck .is!!io ?ry to -::r· ca! H01.. I ri h · I could ;,::-~ you ab~t 

i. .. . Bu you no • 11 I nPVe to do ~ e th:inx P.bou tJ._end you kno t" E'IS 

grrin e1 3U ~ ~ S<>f 

t oolt uu t nu :...crip t alJ con t i n ued v.or 
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DuBoi• ' 1hursday eveni n oci 1 tudie group opened a new 

wi n ow on t,1e world fo.r Jrcob Jr·o .. n • .Lh,.,re wer. some eight or n ine 
J ~ ~ Ja t:f ~ 4 ~tp_J~ ~ 

other Joun peopl ..;l if! tne ,.roup ,✓ with the wo en outnlllI!bei-ing the men 
j"o.d~ 

'.¼;I:- bect=1r ~ the fourth male in tne Lroup , the other ix were women . On 

t ..,t fir t hur ay eveni ng onlr one of he t 1.ree otner men were 

pr • ent; he di covered , t l rter eeti nF , that al~ attendonce as 

invarinbl f' l ower tnan t e '9tt nd nee of' tl1e women; i t d excepti on 

for R fe .. ,le member of tr.1.e group to be b ent;. t ere were rarely 01· 

~-th~n to nen pre ent at t tim . And vith atten enc e , so with 

perform rce~ the women carri ed out their ei gn ,ent with more pee 

c re , r l iability an con i tency then did the~ n . Often , t,e en , 

if t cy c e , brou0 ht some e.ecu.,e for tA knot carried out . Dr . 

Lu oi u ... ually ccepted tnes wj_t.hout co er t but _, cob ro n 

r.otice the prof , ., or al.wry eemed a little more iith ra,n , a 

l i~tl e more mel8n cno y , little phy~icclly ler, , enever thi 

ha pened. He no ·ced, too, that the oung omen ent out of tn ir 

iay Pt ' ch time• to do the kind nd quality of work th t rai ed 

t._e spirit::} of .1.e ,rof~ or onu re tored t 1e :pprovi ng twinkl e to 

... i eye • 
,I 

From tho~e Thursd y evening j Jacob rown buga. the pain fu l 

p1oce of le'-"r-nin what it e""nt to be bl ck i n Americe . • hi ngi:,) he 

l d never thought of' ere lai b re for hi : ho b l Pck men were 

onvioted on the r1 · ie t of chrr ?e and ten l ea ed by the pri on 
.mi entre cnnur 

uthori tie to ,vhi te f r ers/much a.., II r. achintJS or other i eceS of 

111~¥:lfJ produ t i ve property ·or n i mal . p to 1874 e term 

of wuch pri oner hPd been iiv.o e r • '.J.:he Governor 01· t .e State of 

'eorgi a at th t t · ,e rgue :for ..,n xte ion of the .1.ea e ti~e; 
.a... 

the Ge rgia le i l a ture a ~ ~ i ·1 _i:m on d the le~ e time ~ i ncree 

to wen ty ye Dr • II lee r.1.1eu about ynchinJ : how l1lf ck Ii t:11 

UWI L
ibr

ary



212 

c ildren were t to t e torcl bv mob o w i te for reaJ. or f ncied 

er· .e like rape or t eft or being ' uppity' . pe could be · ply 

ult could be a the Vi y a bl c n looked t white omen; 

ck ucciderta~ly bWtiping g in ... t a white on a 

rote t i ng gai n t bein or --changed i n ... tore . 

i.e defen ele n of blnc : how l ack cou~ be 

ve ent, or 

le"'rned Pbou t 

e ted i:m d robQe 

·b,f white i n bu inea or i.--r lie o:r com.mer e i th no hope of 6 etti ng 

redre in the co~rt of law. ne b ~c buil t .. o w.ich wer 

on i dered too 1 r tentiou and a' vet lve uch nowe .oul d be 

t on f i re and a belie ood~n cro~ oul be burned _e rby -

warning to ot er b c ; the l w 1iever foun 11he a1·:doni 'ti , even :vhe 

th bo s•e bout having done tn deed. en b l C V I:i.•D were r,ped 

neither t 1 w or the i te ob pai u or than ew 
' 

·u ·e tive 

tten ion to event . .i 11 hi lik oia ' t of yv ~ . ne 0 en 

e earched and g ther·e --n reported on -On 0 e ·h rf:. y ev ning 

i th much ... ati tico~ upport an ocwnen ry vi ence fz·om tne 

n 5I'P r accoun n t e repo:ct o:f tLe ppoc eding of loc 1 , 

co ty and t te uth, ri'tie • f.i 3cob rown 110 iced thet i e i ther £uBo · 

nor nyone e e . ever enquir d 0 ny ne of he youn women ceme 

by 0 p·-1r icvl l e itive O.l obviou l y to ecr ·i; te or 

aun t y "ocwnent . Anu o , qui etl y , e ho i qll y hey buil t up a 

ic e of 0 i e 0 0 ic poli C 1 con i .. ion under 

,_hie~ bl ck eo l e liv • L ter Jr~ .t.,rown f'ound out th t the e 
~ ~,~- 6v 

tudie were not confine te, L .1e .... t . of .. D • nform on , a 

C efully do ument d , C e -fro 11 over ·i;ne outh , n further 

iel, _ oi. at t. e centre of it l; -~ .. ,ining , " ifti1Jg, 

~ que t in, 

or ~cob ro it C cieer th t ein bl c in erica 

ped:i Plly in the 
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hill· of ~~ ica. He 1ad never que tioned or oubt~ his own manhood , 

hi om per onhood in the wa e ... t fond the b ac ric n , 

esp i- lly t 1e m n , oe ed lw y: o b <.10ing. Pl·of or 1Ju.Boi wa 

the exce tin t even he a.riven by need to prove their 

hum ni y; to h w, b t ohm , by c1ieve ent, by quali ty of 

ohar··ct r, th t b ac tere tn ilJ , o . ice , 

ven af er "V r J, ... 1 v r p ov a yt ing to ·, iybo y bee Uue 

we .K.nev. J . .' le white were on top b criuoe the were ~tronge 

ore cunning, or ·llll r· .1ul o , m re ag ra J i v: ; ,. o t bee a ... e i;hey 

, re better . o th re 1 thin ... c, ld cht~11 6 e: no qu tion. On~ d 
afa.i~~ 

b ck ~ould et ~tron er~ u beco ca c 'n g g r :c.. i v3/._Fnd 

t ke o or; no ue~tion bot tl t •. e are ny; n or t ... ~•• tn ; 

n tie longer t n rope . on var ever ny of this·~ 

elf- oubt ,.hie y you .,u t rove you ' re .. good a • J.C 1;:r oubl 

c with t e n . e h a 1 ·ea. i.d t :tx i b u it once . 
,.,, 

"- t outh, there were ·:ven tnough heir umbers wer rer. te 1; in e nd 

~~ 
{\ 1 re ., ey outnumbered. 

r. 11 mi ori ty in 

t ere out o~ al 

V 

the 

the hit s, th eric . bl C.i were Jtill (. 

t ·er o hi te ·peopJ.o , jt...Jt one 

. 1 ~~- t Cl":t D p Op ; rl, lt_ r, l.!, ,r l. y 

ez th or 

t .at looked 

o strikin · J diffe e t . ewher , in .. ca end, ... on:. Pll account 
ikin l di~feren ooking 

in fric too, the/nlino1 i ie ~r on top , ~ hi h i: ensure c.n,..nge 
its 

one. y; h r , t ui nori ty i.., t the bo-ctom ~hich ensures /-... eroan n 

t he ·o., om . oi J. tale of' ., i ng tl e m jori ty c cept t he 

ic J.E: inori y. m t , .LO h · , 

e m the ·• :Jwor to the problen.. u t v he t it f o.rward 

cob .orown 

though v• r 

certRin i.., ction in the .""'n . It vrn. n. . 

n were n con 'lict , tu g·n a i t _ ch o her , 

e en di f;ttisi'ieu with .LC ·i do o"' the other . Once, when thi 

i t~ ..;tron e.::1t , ona , in anger at 
t_,;L__..._....Ln...__...,_~L...&-..1....J- fL!..._> _r.:.•-. _ ___;;..__~ ,.__..zr::;:......._ .... ~~,1- ~ ----------~-...11 
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... cob ro wn we tne . o t p i ve of DuJ3oi ' 1.all group . He 

wa not a aigned to any of the veekend inve .... tigation tri ·n whi ch 

e ber · of t.ae group W' n t , u ua y 'in pairs, f .r·om -'i.ime o inie ; he 

:vai.,) not a ~eu. t.o :fo• l o·; ome p cir l court c e i .volving onie 

.at er 

ind ·vidua 

ient beyon tJe intere ~s of the 

i r cb ly conce 120d. l t wa& uno.er tood J. '.it hi ... prB.::>ence 

r·oup wa pa1·t of .d ~ mvn eci catio • o he lippeJ i nto the 

h~r.d t o a' ing n e or .r.1. elf' of JO e o 

J.e oft n heato, 

a ion of report 

e t na i J v'.dc f olloi;,0 1 t .. e preoen 

, 1 d t tiutic . U1 er~ oi bei el • ierce ti ble 
took 

.,_,ro p/ UJQ:ta· :no ~ .... iL; preee.n tea by auy or.e of 
w s 

it · for .Ll'J: '"'n ; e 01·yt 1in wa ll tio11e ; eve ... /tl.a.in te t. 
tateme~t , every f'igur. , 
iJt:g h to be ju ... Li fie a. . 

,., ·tending tl e r ur• y venin 

everal 
1d after/ 0 r _egulr>I l y 

.eeti:ne J rCO !.) .Ll' Vv11 found him""el:f 

·oug.t i. up in ·t; .. e . '"" i "t of te ting 0.:nd ~ue tionln t e 1 ... eri t~ of 
. to 

every pro !JO it· on . Fro. tin 0 o time it led,tf / ro blem in hi 

theolo ical cla..., es . Thia L n of .rd...., ~ i llfgB J!t~ fr.cult once ad 

ord1- ~·i 1) u.Boitl . J.ccordin 0 lJu i ' dry wit ac aunt of the 

.LCO ·or i 1, .• e 0 a que tion f he her the plenipoten~ierie~ of 

he i hy coul prouuce vi cnce tha He ni<l not art ny quei::.>ti o 

in frcr Hi~ :fol Oil 1~ ~ ll '1 r-efc1·r Ci them to be b inu j fo l lm1in g 
\ 

morona anc... iL. b cile:J vl· i l l. en , nd ques 1.1ioning human .beings . 

Jnd Hi l lli ye 'twink:i .ng 8 litt bri {;l t ~y t l n USUfll 1) .DOi d 

ha o ... derea C OU i hetl c1· be r i ned y u1jec hl,. 

to .e ·e t o""' i n ellectuul. di...,ci li e ·peo .. le who hnd uot be 11 

in°o"r: s ch ie 
re :!r Q for >.;;J ch i i:p < co 

t i n 
row wa or •ained. i n 

hi.;, que.;1t.ion.;.11g f ttco.Lo ,icf-'l u .. ~ te er t ... ( f-cer tl1At • t even thou 

tc~ c 10r wow re 0 t , i rerbed nd «mnutXlll:l!Uiunh'""PPY oveJ. om<~ of 

the un e "ttli 1-; explo i ve idea. Dul3oi u pl anted. in young mind 

int,,11ectual vigour he nau 
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