
!' The Y;eot Indian Economi st 

The Di ssenting Voi ce 

Perhaps one of t he most inter esting development of t he 

past f ew yePr o ond £nrt ical ~~noticeabl e thi9x>~£0~ , has been 
t he stirrings of 1-ae- spi ~it disoent ot the/politicnl l evel. 
I t i s still e smoll ~=t- I t does not m~ke t he newspnper 
headl i nes . It is onl y di s cernabl e to t hose who l ook closel y 
benec t h the surfa.ce of WeJt Indi on life . I t is undramat i c pre­
cisely becnuue i t is no t concerned with t he immediate, day- t o-dPy 
problems of practical politics . But for all ... hrit we see it as a. 
mt:>jor force which will ,eather momentun with ,time . Whet is the 
nC'ture of this ~:a dL.,...,en t ? r,het does it -tii ,::;ont against? 
tnd what , positi vel y i s it 9tjrrin5 f or ? 

_Jn the f i rst pl ~ce i t i s concer ned wi th ~u VPl ueo . I t 
i s .... ~ of human beings trying to grappl e vii th the intanei­
bl es of \,'e s t I ndi on life and living. I t is concerned Pi th stotes 
of mind, wi th our way of l ooking at the worl d onu ~ith the mor tl 
r>nd ethical position f rom \·1hich vre appro~ch the v1hol c busi ness of 
living. It is concerned with the questi on of whr>t conoti t u tes a 
\,est lndi C1n in our t i me: in short one of its priI:lnry concerns is 
wi th t he cruci al probl em of ochieving and recognisi ne n di s tinc­
t i ve , est Indian identity. 

Recently Mr . C. L. R. J ~me s crune up from Trini dad ot the · 
invitotion of the University College ond discussed~oblcmsi~he 
est Indi en ,,r i ter . The essence of Mr . J omes ' br illi ant l ecture 

wrs that the · est Indi an ~Ti ter was not perfor~ing to the mnximum 
of ~ capacity bcoousc he was nearl y 8l w~yo P- v.;ri ter- in- exil e 

,Jcr" 
and ~ thi s mede~ver y severe l i t i tntions i n his approRch both 
to .;1is nrt and t o t he .est I ndies . He , the V,Ti ter , finds it i nposc­
ibl e to make n liv i ng as n \'/Ti ter in the eut Indi es . He h~s there­
fore t o go vbro~d. Hi s nudience i s composed mni nl y of t he En5lish, 
American or other Europeonu v,ho 1 uy onJ rend 1is books . Ile there­
f ore g(;r,,r s , hov,·evcr oubtlcy, however unconsciously, , hat he ri teo 
to the limi tntio.ns of the nudi0nce for ,,hom ho writes . T ia rnnkes 

(l, ,h;;..c,k 
for a patter n of ~Ti tint that is essentially expl an~tory f or ~ 

f tre.dc~ on~:!~ or on t he di f ference of the people c.bout v1 •• oz:i 
he wri te5~ the peopl e who rend whflt he \1ri t e s . r::r. J ames svi d 
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that t hi s tended t o.~ o~r· i:;riters eonc~ f -~ .fes OP. 

lieh@¥~ ns entertainers . 
He called for us in the West Indies t o make it possible 

for our va-i ters to come home end carry on their art among us. 
Onl y thus , he felt , v,ould it be poss i ble f or them to be true to 
their flrt . '1r i ting_;for us, l i ving among u s , their whole flpprooch , 
t heir whole anale ~ vision would be different. Their, would be 
more in touch wi th the mood nnd atmosphere of 1cot Indian life . 
They would become pPrticipants , involved nnd engaged in all the 
main ft'cets of t he problems fa.cing us here in the est Indies in 
this doy nnd oge . I nd because the ~rtis t, especiolly the l i t er a)y' 
orti s~is concerned crith the question of values in humon life nnd 
human conduct, their contribution wi ll be uni que . 

Such is t he barest outline of Mr . J omes ' st~mulPting and 
provoca.ti ve l ecture • .hich we hope r;ill be published in full be fore 
too lone. 

For ourselves 1,-.,e believe ?.'fr . J ames ' lecture t o be the 
~out important contribution mode this ycor to thnt nr eP of think­
ing lmown as the nrts. It is o chollenge t o .. hich the est Indies 
must respond in no u..icertain t erms . Failure to d o s o ~ould be 
tragic in terms of what will be lost in the nourishment of mens 
heprts and minds . Progreos cannot nnd mu~t not be meooured by 
m~ter~al things cnly. 
~ ~ writers and artists / constitute the di s senting voice 
~ •. ../l.,,,. .~ 

of/societies .,eainot all theJ stupi d, pettyJ find out drted bu.t insti-
l\ f\ ~ v,.ud ~ A.IW 

tuti onnlised by time long u sage . We need thnt dis senting voic') to 
~L • d t dig deep and lny bare er@il virtues ns wel l ns our vi ces on o 

pol nt n ~ry to the ot~rs . 
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Th e ·cct Indicn ~conc~ist 

lle,., ten tu.re In Public Rel ations 

l'levrn comeo of an intcrestinc; venture by tv10 youne men 
in Jamaica in the f i e l ds of .1">\lblic Rel n tions nnd I dvertioing. 
Dieter Boum, trt Director and Stephen Dnnos, ..Account Executive , 
resic;ned recently fror.i Art & Publicity ond ,Jot thomuelven up as 

Public Rel~tions;~vcrtisine Consul t ants. 
It io their beli ef th t ndvcrtiser s in J omaicn hove 

come t o the stnte of mind £'here t heJ dci.:dre t o hovo ri fur more 
peroonnli ocd oervice thon n~cncics cen offer. }nnunl odvcrti oine 
billings in J mnoicn h -:v-c increrioed considerpbly over tho pri ... t f cv: 

years until they or e rmll on the v,oy to t he .c2m. m rk. ./11 though 
necncicu have been incren&ing their striffs it haa become incrons­
ingly obvious thPt, m•Jing to the lovJ cost of ndvertieinL □ j)nce , 

no Pgoncy con ourvive i n J anaica unl eos its billing ond the con,­
cession thvt it received from media ol oo increC'.oes manifol d. 

D. & B. l\SSOCI ATl:S , no the ne\".' f ir.1... is cnl lcd, nre not 
octting up ns yet another ngcncy . They receive f roo clients a 
rctniner c omputed not necesaPril y on n perccntnee bn~is , but 
r " thcr by cnlculati on of the work rrnich iu re 1ui red of thom. I n 
the f ield of Public Relptions , they Pre , ~Jithout doubt, Pioneer o 
in Jomaica rind J tevc D nos is one of the var :J few OvcrucN, t sooci­
ates of the Briti sh Institution of Public Rel ations revi dine in 
J amaica.. 

J dvcrtising-wiJc , Dieter noun io a. Comrercial f rti..:,•~ 
of extensive exper i ence , not only in J amaica but in En~l ~nd, 
Canndo o.nd t he u.s.~. 

Between then, they feel confident thnt they C f'n hondl e 
tho most compl ex e.dvcrtisin.:; nnd Public f.o lntions probl ems , por­
t iculorly ns they guo.ro.ntoe their clients thr1 t they v,ill not 
h~ndle coopetitive ~ccounto . 

E~rly i ndicPtions ore thnt thi n venture s~ould be 
successful since , only two uccks f'ftcr opmting tho doors of their 
office nt 42A Upper ' otcr l oo Rood, they hnv si<_:ncd u~ t wo five­
ficurc accounts ond other smoller ones. They ooy thnt they h"vo 
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no in·ten -tion of taki ng on unlini ted pccounts nnd in fac t plcm to 
close their books ns LJovn r s a certain n inimum h~s boen r oached. 

UWI L
IBRARIES



Life i n the Shadow of the American Eagle 

Peter Abrahen.s 

The ~orki ng week starting July 4 th was the week of the 15th 

annual gathering of the zx~i leaders of the thirteen- member 

Caribbean Communityo The venue , this time 9 was Eridgetown 9 

Barbados whose Pri me Min i ster had very recently su ffered a 

no-confidence defeat in Parli ament whicn force d hi m to set a 

date for new general elec tion s almost eighteen months before 
ed 

they were legally dueo the defeat/Erskine Sandiford called the 
Earbados 

new/elections for September 6th of this year and then prepared 

to preside over the week ' s CARICOM l eaders ' meetingo There was 

s ome argument in the r egion about the appr opria t eness of a 

defeated leader facing an impending electi on presiding over such 

a regional conference o But -then a turn of events P.n d a new twist 

in America ' s 6ari bbean regi onal policy almost trivi~lise d the 

argµment and t he proceedings in Jarbados o 

I t was triggered by a sudden and dramatic upsurge in t he exodus 

of Haiti an boatpeople f l eeing t nei r homel and in boats of all shape s 

and sises, apparently eager to be spo t ted an d picked up by American 

patrol boa ts out there for that specifi c pnnpose o In t he past t he 

boa t-people , who hBd been trying to e scape from t hei r homeland in 

small numbers ever since t he 1,~1 military coup aga i n st the ele~ted 

President, Jean-Bertrand Aristide , tri ed to evade the American 

pa trol boatso But early i n June the American policy of rou t i nely 

picking up the boatpeople an d dumping them back on Haiti~ soil
9 

was changed following massive pressure f rom mBinly Af rican- American 

UWI L
IBRARIES



ShRdow of the Eagle 2 . Peter Abrahams 

lobi:,lf sts and pressure groupso Randall Robinson of Trans- Africa 

went on a widely publi cised hunger stri ke ; the Congressional Bl 9ck 

Caucus denounced t~e returning of flee i ng Haitians to t he mercies 
C: 

of ~he increasingly br u t al mili tary regi me ; there were demonstrati on" 

' outside the //hi t e House and at t he Un i ted Na tion s headquar t erso 

So the American Administration came up with the idea of processing 

the Haitian boatpeople on board bi gger shi ps to decide whi ch were 

to be accorded refugee status 9 and which wer e to be re t urned o Under 

American law such pr oc essing would be closely scrutini sed by human 

right s groups , and tne would- be refugee would be enti t led to l egal 

re presentati on o Processing r efugees on boa t s outside Americ an wa t ers 

would make everyt hi ng ~uicker and s1mpler 9 a.nu those wno f a i l 

could still be shipped back to HAiti o So the Americ an government 

struck a deal with the J 3maican government D J by which the 

processing fRcil i ty 9 a one- thousand- bed American hospi tal shi p 

would be an chor ed i n J emaican waters to d0 the proc e ssing o I n 

theory this exercise would l~st not more than s ix months , by whi ch 

time it was anticipa t ed that the Haitian military woul d have been 

scRred or otherwise forced to leave and the el ec t ed President would 

have been restored to powero The hope was that thi s could be achieved 

without the use of military force ; bu t the thr ea t of such fo rce was 

a l ways declared - so oft en , 0erhaps , tha t the H~itian mi l i t ary came 

to dismil:>s i t as a bluf f o In the even t, the Meniorandum of Under­

standing between the J prnaican and Americ an gov ernmen t s was announced 

by J aILaica.g Prime Jlii ni s te.c P . J . Patter son i n Parliament on J une 1 s t , 

and officially signed on J une 2nd o There was i mmedia te uproar in 

the highl y politicallyl on~ciou s Jamaican soc iety - and i ndeed through r ti, e,d,C~ 

-out the Caribbean : those who appr oved saw i t as helpin g r t errible 

situPtion ; t hose who disappr oved saw i t as col labora t i ng in what 
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was an essentially r ~cist policy of keeping Haitians out of the 

Uni te d Stateso Randall Robinson himself, as well as a number of 

other black American leaders , including former Mayor Dinkin s of 

New York 1 came to JAmaica to lend support to ~he Jemaican positiono 

Then , on the opening day of the CARICOM leaders ' meeting, the 

~aitian floodgates burst and HRitians poured out of taeir country 

in a torrent which left the Uni ted St a t es bemusedo Eetween Monday 

July ~thft (American Independence Day ) and the weekend starting 

July 8th between ei~h ~ housand and ten t n ousand Hai tians took tb 

the sea i n rickety beets to be picked up by American vessels to 

be processedo Neither patrol boats baa1r& nor hospital ship in 

KingBton harbour could cope with the volume . And still the Hpitians 

cameo 

So there was another policy shifto The processing on the hoppital 

ship was abruptly haltedo A new pol icy of ' Safe havens ' was 

amm~! aiux enunciated under which no HPitians would be processed 
.t$ 

for adm1/ion into the United Stateso Instead a cons t e l lation of 

' Safe HAvens ' would be esta li.l.ished throughout the earibbean region 

where the Haitians would be kept until the crisis in their country 

is resolved and they can be returned to Haiti o It was announced 

that Panama would take ten thou s and Haitians into ' safe haven 1
9 

Antigua would take some too, though not as many; and it was hoped 

that other countries in the region would also provide I safe havens ' 

for the Haitianso Then , two days later 9 tne President of Panama 

repudiated the agreement to provi de safe haven f or ten thousand 

Haitians ; he said he had been bullied and pressured and insultedo 

UoS . s pokespeople denied thiso The American hope now must be that 

the new Panamanian President who assume s offi ce next month will 
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give back life to their plan to keep ten thousand HRitians in 

' safe haven ' on t he American base in Panamao Till t hen the only 

' safe haven ' they hBve wi t h any r easonable certainty is the one 

now being built and en larged a t the American base a t Guantanamo 
re..v retvL~ in Cubao Cuba has long disputed America ' s presence , in perpetua, ~y , 

on i t s territory; it has s trongly denounced t he using of part of 

thBt terri tory as 9 detention camps'o Andi the ~r ipcipal governmeni 

spoke sman in the Jamaican Sena te , the Upper House of Parliamen t, 

on Friday sa i d that ' safe havens ' was not part of t he rv1emor andum 

of Understanding be t we en the tw;, governments , im, y ing strong l y t hat 

Jmnai ca will not provide such ' safe havens ' on Jamai can soi l 0 

All of which pushes Amer i can policy on HAiti , with i t s emm asis on 

keeping the Haitians out of t he United St a tesf up a blind alleyo 

1he military option star es them in the face; but with lit tle warmth 

or sympathy from tneir so- c~lled friends in the ' outer islands ' o 

So wha t will tney do? They had no compunction about invading 

Grenada in 1983 when Mr o Reagan wanted to project an America sure 

of itself and able to win; and they ha d no compunction, s ix years 

later, to go into Panama , seek out its Presi dent and t ake hi m t o 

the United States to be tried and jailed, beceuse , we are led to 

believe , he ha d betrayed his former friends , among t hem IYir o Busho 

In those cPses international lpw cut little ice. So if they really 

want to • t ake out ' t he Haitian military t iley can , and could have don 

it , any time t hey want too S6 why this enormous regional build up 

of a crisis? They know that ending the military rule and re s t oring 

the elected President would s top the exodus of boa tpeople overnigh to 

So wha t lie'7 behind all the twists and turr?? That Aristi de is not 

a pE eferred a lternative to the mili t ary? That the power-brokers and 

manipulators di strus t him? How do you bPlan ce that aga in s t t he fact 
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that the overwhi lmi ng majority of the Haiti an people voted for him 

in perhaps the freest elections ever held i n HPi ti? If democr~cy 

is what this i s all about then whi a l l the~e twi s t s and tur ns 

about a relatively s i mple mat t er ? Anybody , any nation , which could 

so easily ' take ou t' the commies in little Gnenada , the nasty 

Noriega in P0nanama , hel p defea t t he Sandini~tas and the FNLA i n 

Central America 9 and keep Cuba bottled up to the poi nt of s t rangula­

tion for more than thirty years , can surely ' teke ou t ' the brutal 

little Haitian dictatorshi p and give the Haitian maj ori t y a chance 

to rebuild their lives and t o s t op trying to go wher e t hey are no t 

wantedo I t i s a :.m1all thi ng to do for t he Haitians ,,hose pre sen t 

predicament is not unrelated to ppst ft~e rican policies and 

prActiceso If the restorAtion of democracy is the r eal a i m, 

wh? t is the snag? 

If South Africa ha d been ~s closet@ America as Haiti i s~ if 

she ha d had to struggle and live and sur vive in the shadow of t ho 

American eagle , wher e would she have been today? 
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South Africa: 
The Turning Point 

Peter Abrahams 

I left South Africa in 193S, shortly after the outbreak of 

the Second World War and thre e weeks after I and five other young 

non-white men f four of t hem In dian s , hed been charged with treason 

for publ i shing a little cycl ostyled politicRl ~agazine in which we · 

ureed non-white South Africans who were bei ng r ecrui ted for the 

wer to first demand their f air share of the democracy they were 

being called on to defendo This happened in Durban, Natal 0 General 

Jan Smuts was Prime Minister of South Af ri cao Hi s government h ad 

been democratically elected, but by whi te voters onlyo The Union 

of South Africa then was a highly re s pected member of the British 

Commonweal th and Empireo .All the leaders and heads of government 
/"\ 

of t he Commonwealth then were white though more than ninety 

percent of the subjects of the Commonweal th and Empire were black 

and brown with a dash of yellowo The periodic meetings of heads of 

Commonwealth governments, elways i n London in those days 9 were 

all-white affair s 9 a sort of exclusively 'White Club·' which set 

the tone for all the exclusive white clubs from Delhi to Bombay 

to Singapore to Kuala Lumpur to Cape Town to Durban to Nairobi 

to Bulawayo to Kingston to Bridge town to Port-of-Spain and all 

around the world of the empire on which the sun never seto This 

empire had gone to war and it wa s un der the laws of this empire 

that the six black ~ d brown young men were charge d wi th treason o 

A brilliant whi te South African lawyer, who happened to be a 

communi s t and a Jew, and who s e name I have long since forgotten~ 
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got us off on a legal technicalityo But we were marked; our Liberal 

Study Group was mRrked; our magazine was markedo The sergeant in the 

political division of the Durban police who had built up the case 

against us assured me that he would get us sooner or later when no 

communist Jew lawyer could help uso ~e waa a dour Afrikaner and I 

believed him; I had seen his kind at work~ and I had been at the 

receiving end of long ~uestioning sessions with hi.mo I decided to 

leave while I could and bribed my way onto a merchant ship which I 

was told plied only the East African coasto I was a stoker's trin1mer 

which was brutal work for a less than on ~hundred pound bodyo And, 

extraordinarily, the pol itical police rai sed no objection when I 

applied for the necessary permit to go to seao The sergeant's 

superior was,according to the sergeant~9 glad to be r id of one of uso 

The events of this pas t week in South Africa brought all t hose 

details vividly backo Fifty-five years after I l eft South Africa 

at age twenty the long nigh t of institutionalised racism h nd fin ally 

come to an endo ~lack people, my age and older 9 end younger)voted 

for the first tin1e in their lives to choose those who would leado 

I have a very strong and deep-rooted sense of the hopes and 

expectations with which they cast their ballotsa I am sad to be the 

onjy one of the members of my immediate family to have lived to see 

this dayo Over the long years my sense of history had assured me 

tha t this day would come; my sense of historic reali ty had cautioned 

that it may not come in my lifetimeo Now the moment has come and I 

have lived to see ito How does it feel? Archbishop Desmon d Tutu 

1 4 of a younger genera tion than mine so I warm to his •walking on 

clouds'o I rem~ er far too many who have struggled and suffered 
l 

and died to have more than a sense of quiet satisfaction that this 

century's worst historic evil, institutionalised r acism 9 has fin Ally 
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come to an endo I am sorry so very many, over the genera.tions, 

did not live to see thi s dayo 

I know nothing in human history to compare with this methodical 

and carefully built-up struc ture by which one group of hum ans 

dominated another group of humans using nothing but skin colour 

to give moral9 legal 9 constitutional and even scriptural justificat­

i on for that domin ation and exploita tion over more than three 

centurieso It began in 1652 wi th the first settlement at t he Cape 

and the straightforward struggle between black and white for the 

land and the food and cattle on the lando And, as in o ther lands 

all over the earthp the white arrivals were welcomed a t first; the 

na tives were friendly and helpful at first ; but it alwaYS en ded in 

conflict , primarily over the lando The Africans and the other 

peoples the whites encountered, regarded lend as a life-source, 

not property to be owned by one man or any one group of men o 11he 

whites saw it di f ferently; 4'tl d the struggle was joinedo One of the 

mo s t urgent problems following t he end of Apartheid is going to be 

the resolving of the land issBBo For African s, a l mo s t more than 

for any other people I know of, land is the life of a peopleo The 

white intruders , for t heir part , saw themselves as moral , uprights, 

civilised, christian beings and they had to invest their con,uest 

with legal and moral justificationo The natives h~ to befome 

savages , kaffirs, uncivili sed , inferioro And the 'eolour- line ' of 

which WoE.~. Du~oia wrote at the turn of t he twen1Ce th century was 
'\.. 

born and became reali tyo "The Problem of the twenti&lUi century i s 
the problem of t he col our-line - the relation# of the 
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darker to t he lighter r aces of men in Asi a and Afri ca 9 in America 

and the islands of the seao o." was born l argely out of this need 

to find legal, moral 9 con s t itu tional and even religiou s j ustifica tion, 

It became the underpinning of the new kind of t lavery of the New 

World and the islands of the seao The slavery of anci ent times was 

not based on skin colour o And even after slavery, the colonial ism 

in which I an d my generation were born was a thing of colouro 

My ship in whi ch I was a war-time stoker took mef irst up the 

East coas t of Africa; and all of EP,.s t Africa was ~White Africa'o 

The min dset t hat made for t he later l egal and constituti5nal 

construct was in place everywhereo So Malan's Apartheid in 1948 

was simply the codification of an institut i onalised r acism which 

began hundreds of years earliero And because it was a thing of 

huge profittbility which enri ched vast numbers in Europe and provided 

pensions and incomes for even the middle and lower income groups i n 

Europe, e.¥e:& t hose who opposed r acism were ambivalent and had a 

vested interesto This was the greates t obstacle we f aced in the 

many years of trying to persuage Efirope of a great human evil which 

preda ted even Hitler's Nurmanberg Lawso After a centpry of s truggle 
the 

Europe and/world finally faced up to the evil monster which would use 
e, 

laws and constitutions and evf Holy Scripture to justify the 

demumanising of human beingso It was , I t hink, t he ugliest and 

mos t repulsive t hing that happened to hUBUB.Ili ty in the twentieth 

century o The one redeeming feature is tha t we are not carrying this 

problem over into the t wen ty-fi rst centuryo That century will have 

grave problems of its own of which t her~tgJl::i and protecting of 

the enviroment is perhaps the greatesto I hope t he people of t ha t 

new century will show grea ter wisdom and understanding than have 

mo s t of the people of our own century who have t aken nature' s great 
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gifts for granted and abused most of them grossly : we have 

polluted t he oceans and the seas, the earth and even the heavenso 

If the people of the twenty-first century do noti as a:/i matter of 

urgency 9 end t his depreda tion and work to restore jhe environment 9 

and create a more caring balance between man and natureg we may 

end up wi th the world doing the s ame t errible damage to the 

environment that the t hree hun dred years and more of institutional­

i sed racism has done to the black people of South Africa in 

particular 9 to the Afri can continent in general, and to black folk 
is 

everywhere on eartho The great difference/that t he world may not 

be able to recover 9 to redeem itself9 from that danger ~sit has 

from it historic racial follyo The problem of the t wenty-first 

century is the problem of the envi ronment - of the relation between 

man and nature in the search for long-term survival of the hwnan 

specieso My hopes are for a South Africa which will, a f ter the 

period of healing, make an important contribution to this aspect 

of human endevouro The experience of living in harmony with the 

earth is an old African gif t buried by a distorted historyo Now 

that the distortion is ending the ancient gift must be revivedo 

Af rica owes that to the worldo 

I worry that Mandela has so little time in which to do the great 

work of the transitiono If he had started toda:,liwork ten year s ago 9 

or if he ha d a certain ten to twenty years ahead of him 9 I would 

have seen the transition in a more optimi s tic lighto Wut wha tever 

the troubl es f rom here on they will be ~ualita tively different from 

what they wereo We have passed the great turning point ~~ consigning 
and degrading 

institutional r~cism to the ugly/episbde in humen history it waso 

And what a waste of creative resources it has beeno; Now we l ook to 

a better, more creati ve, more loving - though obviously a still very 
\ - \ 

difficult 1:_uture for all the people of this earth, black and whi te 0 
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THE CHALL ~N:i3 OF COM!-'lJ1~I CATI ON B :!.'T'~N 

TH3 .AFRO-ASIANS AND THE !EST 

Jamaica is a. very b'3auti.ful and e. very peaceful litUe 

i sl and. I t is an island whose p-3ople stem from many races and 

many colours, and the striking thine about i t is that its peopl e 

have gone farther tow,rds working out the probl ems of how pbopl e 

of different colours can live together in harmony and dignity 

and r espect than any other plaoe and any otner people ! know. 

I t i s for this ason, b~cause J amaica r epresents, in terms of 

r ace ar.d co~our, the anti thesis of m;t own native South Africa 

th.s.t I live hsre W"i.th my r·run11y. We ha.ve buil t ior our.-;&l ves 

a home high up in the hills of St. An"trev. It is more then b1enty­

one hundred f ~et up and it command.a a view of the rolling hil s, 

misting a~ay into the h3art of the island, to the north and vest , 

th~ Blue Mountains to the north-east and the plwns ol Liguanea 

and -t. Catherine to the south . I have ru::med this house of ours 

1royaba ' which i~ an Arawak word meaning 'heaven', ' peace' , 

1tranq lity1 because I have found such a large measur~ of tno~e 

states of mind on thi s high hill in Ja.r:iaica . At c~!'ta.1.n times of 

t he year the view from 1Coyaba1 r eminds me very much of aspects of 

Cape To-wn seen f r om the slopes of Table Mountain. An1 then I 

r eme~b r t!1at if I had buil t 1Coyaba 1 on the slopes of Tabl e Mountain 

the house would have been designated as being in a ' European area ' 

and I woul d h Ave b-:ion evi\ tod; but lcn,g before t hat my ·•ife and 

I woul d have been hauled in front of the courts and convicted 

under the so-called immora.li:ty lav;. . And then it becmr.es both 

tragic and biza«re to .1.~al:.se aD<3W that South .Africa and Jan:aica 
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a.re pa.rt of the same 1,orld; that I was oorn and grew to Iilanhood 

in one, and that I had to come und live in the other to enter 

fully into the promise and meaning of my manhood. This i s not 

to say that J amaica h~s no probl ems . It has serious probl ems 

of povdrty, of unem~loyment, of homelessness and of t he despair 

that comes ~hen P~O~le do not know where the7 are going. And 

without having colour bars, obvious discrimination, or sharp 

and overt expressions of pr ej udice , it yet has both psychol oGi c 

and economic ove1tones and undertones of r ace and colour. rlut 

f or all i ts problems it is still easier here than anywhere el se 

I know f or a 9erson to cross th~ frontier s of coLour and of 

prej udi ce and be j ust a pe:z·son . 

I t i s ps..rtly b •cause o!: tn.is that our long v~randa tu.gh up 

i n the hills is so:netimes crowded on Sunday mornings. }'ostly, the 

peo le iho como are J ar1aicans of all shapes, sizes, shades and 

colours. And nostly the t alk is about Africa and the raci alism 

that i s such a be;:etting sin of t e uor l d ol,t side this i sla.Dd. 

Sometimes th9 cro'1d i s j oined by vi ;:,i ti.ne Americ,nis or Africans 

or Europeens or, cora r lXJly , Asi t!lls. (I t has been my joy on two 

or three occasi ons t o watch Am.~1 i can Negro f 1·ie:n .1s sned that 

i nvisible but v 017 r eal protective shiel d behind which t ney spend 

so much of their lives nd function simpl y as 1uman b•ings in a 

wo.rld of othJr human b,.ings. They seemed so st,ik:i~ly warm and 

gentle then and so passionat9ly com itted t o their CQuntry. I t 

made me wonder whet her their hite f el la• AI'l~ric&.ns had ev r seen 

t his) . Sometimes the visitors are j ournalists from far places, 

come in search of a story~ often they come wi th t.hoi.r O'-n preconc,.. i ved 

mould i nto vhich to force what they see an1 haar. I found t se 
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committed to the notion of a 1r nc_ wa' 1b<>tween th0 lieht er and 

darker skinned p,opl es of the 'Orl d most guilty of brining such 

prdconcaptions as pert of their l:"~nt.e.l bageage . Thus a famous 

:Delish journalist came und sat on our long veranda and, on the 

evid,nce, predicted racial violence on the i sl and within twelve 

months , He l at~r re_eated his or ~dict ion in a wel l-known l ft, i ng 

English j ournal, but o=ri.tting the tir'!e part, Tha 1evid r..ce ' was 

that a h •.nriful 01 yvung AT, .ricw Negroes of Jr.l!laics.n ancestry 

had bro ht arms into th~ 1._,land an-1 tried to USA the local 

Rastafari 
~ 

cult 'Lo st~e an ~ -,rising . Th'3re w':?re a few r-urders 

and after a dramatic manhunt through t he JE,J11a.i can bus.n the yvung 

Amorican Ne
0

.coes ~er '3 ca':>tur3d, tried , founr' gtilty, sentenced 

anrl ex·--cut'3d . Pot even the Rastafarietns v.ho:n t.h<:?y tried to use !lad 

sup ortrjd them. Press h&.ndlirig of thif afftlr hud liven it i t., 

1 race 1-·ar ' .slant, All that was three years ago . Mor e r ~cently, 

tovards t n anJ of l est :,ear, e.ncih~r visi tine; \/ritez· passed 

t m;gh . This one .,:as coll e c ting m!!terial r or a book on the coming 

,orl d- ide •race wnr1 • H~ had b_en in the United st~tee, ta.Ki ng 

s. <.._iUi ck look at the Suuth; t o ~anama, Uld then a '-ieek in J am..J. ca.. 

He, too, see~ed singularly u.n~il li:ng to admit of any rsy of hope 

t0 dc.rwee th m uld of i nevitabl e traged;r he had faem.on ~d. 

The rouble is t:iat tnt·lDY OJ.' us h&.va develo{'ed a ve.-,ted 

int 1est in t he ' colour con:lict' ; it has b~come our 1 b~siness •; 

so o of us m k big 1,D:)n<3y out of it, otb r s bccoI?:e famous and 

important beca~se of J.t , And not all of us a e honest enough 

t o aithcr soe, or want to s 0 e, that we so etimes sh rpen the 

1 colour conflict I by ti:e way we ... :.mrile n'3..:s of it or by aa.i.ing 
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meanings into i t calculat 9d pr . .marily to serve selfi sh i nterests . 

And we are sufficient ly r ich in r eady-made villains to easi l y 

shut up anyone who questions our motives by yelling: Angola! 

South Africa.! Smeth1-ick! Mi s::::l.:;ai.,,_t>l. l to sho"' that we are on 

the side of the angel s an ' the ~ el s are on our side. .hn-., of course , 

m..th the angels on Jour side th~re i b no room for self- doubt, no 

need for sel f - criticism. Oft1:.n t uis mdutal s t a te is a.c .. 0m .. .;a.'1.ied 

by an unsufl'E>xabl y pompous s lf- r ighteousness . Pe · •11i.pS it. vas 

t his pvll'.pos i ty in t he f ace of ... difficult ~j dalicc.te pz-ool em 

with deep moru. imp.ilcations t hat cal.led forth the wrath of Pr . 

Adlai Stevenson dw·i ng the..t d~ ' r9 ,singly s 1uc.lid d13b•_te on ... he 

CoDJO e scue ooera t ... ons e.t t he le.s t U. N. session. 

Y'3t for all ... neir pvm O- H·Y those no . ovoke:i 'Vr . 

Steven ~on' s ~Tat h wet9 ao convinced of the essent ial righvness of 

their oosi ... ion as was Mr. Stevens on of his . It is a t trri.s ~oint 

that we come up aeainst , ·hat amounts t.o an a l most,. t.otal collapse 

i n com,unication. The del egate s were talkin,g about t .1~ st~e c.hing : 

but thay mignt _5 ~,ell have b9un to.lking about t.ota.lly difi er ent 

things. Vhat was r i ght and dec,mt and moral 1 or one s i o.e was ugl y 

and .icked and immoral for the other ; good was evil, evi l 6ood, 

d~pen i ing ~nicn side you were on. I t se3road + at over the t ra{s ic 

Cvngo situation, and part iculerlJ ov~r t he ~. 8 . - Bel gi an r ~scue 

oper Bt i on ther e had ceased to be a conuron body of values by wbich 

to judge vnat was right f1·om what was ;rong . \Then such a situation is 

r aached th..ire is in fact a to i:.al breekdown in c0nnrunica vion. Wor se 

sti ll, in this particcl&r collapse each aid1 imputed the basest i otives 

to th~ othP.r: 
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each 1- a s a vil lain to t h'3 oth&r. 

The Sunday after the ngws of t L.e r -scue ope1ation and of the 

d pressingl y senseless death of Dr. Paul Carlson , aniong ot.her s , 

a f r i end came and sat on our long ve r ~nda Qnd 1.1.t~ral~y 1 blev his 

t op 1 • He was not a J e.maict..n or a.11 African; he Chllle from Hditi, 

an exil e from the black dicta torship of 1Pa ,.,a D0c 1 • The r-3oson 

for hi s bitter con~umi~ r 06e ·as b9cause he f~lt tne orl1 1 s 

press (an! 'or him it meant tb.e • 3st rn press) .:ia-:. ic:ut vith 

t a'3 1·escue operJ.tion in tarrns or' blac.6'. an'i white . Ht) said that 

all the fuss , tn l urid w d sensational h~ud~ines, t~e cuarbes 

of si::..vagery &rd barbarism, ..-ere b ~cause i n t!.li. s in.,,t.:..nce the 

victims \ie re :ii te . Had \,hey not b'3en .1.t,e t .1ere ,·ol 1 heve b;,3en 

no .. ~scue o. e at..1.on a ':l~ m.uch more s1_bdued hea llin1.,s, if E: iJY. Ibe 

conc.luaion t o his bi,:,ter and ang.-y tirade waa ,hat t,he Vest still 

had one .at of vu.lu'}s for t.hc hume.ni ,.,y of mites un.d a.no th'3r for 

th hmnani •y of non-~nit 3s. 

I .:12·ote3te,f tnat the 'I-I.Ill. tes •,ho had b~P-n b':}11 ho..;t!;;Ge ha.d 

gone to th6 r.on~o to s8rve, tn.at the ex~loit~r e and raciali sts 

had l?.ft ... hile the 0 .1.ng ··us goc,d . I sug"' s ed that h-.i:·e t.gcin 

v1e ~e.ce ,a,:,ne ,sing th~ age-old t r-ugedy i n ~,n.ic.h the good Lnd tho 

dec~nt and i~oc nt are m,.ds t o Su.i P.r 1 or t,c,.3 sin of the wicKed . 

"Sut thq don1 t makP it Ree'!! like tha t ! '1 h'.3 prot'!!s t.ea; 'For t hem 

it is a ne~ tn.i.ng th~t has n~ver beppen~d b f ure, c ome about 

only because ol the savager-y of black men! " And so he w,...J.J not 

soften his hard at-ti tud? because the :u tes h .. d made this a -c, • ng 

of b ... sck a.n'i wh.i. te . 

So our first pLobl .!l', th first oba1.E:1.cle we face in meeting 

UWI L
IBRARIES



.. 

.. 
6 

the ch.illense of get t i ~ g~nuine and meaningful comreunic a t.ion go.1.n,g 

bet we13n the Af 1 o-Asians ...nd the ,.-est, is t.oe p1·obl em oi how we sea 

e£ch other. Do t,1e Afr o-Asians on the on., lldllu, 1:1.nd l..he V.est~rna1:a 

on the o t.h~r, ..- lace t.~e ss.I!Je o ~al.L t a ti ve vl\.11.te on each o tne, 1 s 

hu."l .l.lli. t,y as they do or. tne.i1· On--n? 

I think both sides woul<l. ins.1st tnat.. f..!.l'} uu.swe.1· ls 1ye& 1 , 

Aft~r ill, th . notion O.!.' an nllnost bla.ru:et e uw.i vJ w.l t.iwut any 

refer~nce t.o a co1·1·e., on·:L.ri.; rtl .... pon5ibili ty, or >.t.O,fthin!".. el,,,e, 

an 0.1.'rll.n 17 r;uy liKB ID-= , so wny snu,.Ld I l o a u_ \.o hv·? )r to 

tJhurt'n.l.ll? Ur 1:ehru? Or anyboa., "'l e? 1ne nobl•3 co1Jc ;lH, o • the 

i nviol ..,biL .. ty ol the hu:na.11 p _ son, of tne equal 1. ..,y of uur h'WI1-9ni t.y, 

ha s ort~n Deen d~stvrted • 13ut Olla CJ...1.vJ.ca... ... 7 cureJ.1:..l l.o lC st 1..ile 

cla.imE> t.:18.t they ,~l e.c~ tne s >..me v luo on ea ch otaer 1 !; ii.., ill.i. '-.1· • 

,!\t best, and in the b ,st oJ.· all pos~ibl13 wor .ids, t-.,e otner 

lel.l.01, is ahcys just a 11.ti:,l e l e r:; s humM, a lLtt-.Le li:.;sa ':;l t·cEJ..,r.i ve , 

a littl~ less sensi'C- , &. L.tt.le less b ~ ... t..11), a Lt.,lJ less ompass .... onate 

ru.t i t,J.OUt,h"C.fu.l tr1M • e - a . 

farmer has a v.azy real u.n-i ,.eop ui'.f ection Ic.,r \ L 1e SJ.!nple , un µ 1 - ed, 

y1:imit i v·e,n·. py !:ative 1. rnero is f... xind. of escalat,O!' asrect t o t i1is. 

Tht ,,sons o,· soc10<1es nou, ,s, t o u s an1 n.rs, those ve know, are ..iw..-s 

v ,r.1 .. r ... ch less f:.>1 ')ign and f r.i6 ht on.ing un . ._.L .... Hl • Z1:lo fe __ c-..r in the 

cm.lrr!h, \,,iju..L 5 tho s runc :<:..iua :..fa clot.ii.as and.. is the s::.me colour i J obvi01 .. 1=d .,,1 
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closer to us in humanit y t han t he 1·ellow at t;i o t.:..1er snj of the 

ett.rth ..rhose habits, dress, beb.avj_ou r , l anguage , r eli gion, 'IU"/ o!' 
v' 

pl&Ying, colour, are l v&stl,r diff ~r ent from ow· own . l t, i s cMi ng 

e. gretit, riee.l t o er.t,11.~c t us to a ccor d tn.is 1.'a,.Uow 6.t. the other ljna ol' 

tne e trt.h a lru,'llani ty 8 '-1 ual t v our o n . f n.b. t, W:le :-a ai·e 1u .t'6.c t, so 

nlallJf of u s , still a minorit.7 it i s t-,ue, bt.t c1. most. 6 :d1.sd. anti 

arti culate I nor i t ;r, ho du accept wi tno1..t arv i e tit·va .. .1ons the 

eq'4al hu.rnantty of all yJO~ l "' is t u my nu.nd. one 0 1 r.he gr~a.t p sycnologica.l 

achievements of man that has no t been acco.·ued the creUJ..t it deserves. 

But the fact r emuins tna.t a ma.)1.,r it:r of :i:l:illd:1nd, bot.h Airo-Jisia.n and 

' e s t >:!rn, do not accord ea ch other a <1uali t.a t.1 ve.l.y equa.L numaru.. t-y. 

I t would ~e most sw.l'r ising .l.J. it wura ot.uenuse. 'fhe hist ury 

01.· th rele.tiuns oetwetin tne d.,1rke.1. an•1 th J..16n.t.e1· peo,..La~ OL the 

\/or l.<l , espeei~l.ly over t,n last, thr~e- nundr e<1-odd yea.rs, is s\.lch t.."lat 

t n.e st1ik.ing fact is not that tueie ha.s Les:1n a co.L.apse in co!t!Jliuru.cat.1.on, 

but r ~thJr tne.t it h ts boon of such a r e.i.atively minor w,.-u,.re , no t 

ch.L·aged 'hit.a groater bitt'd1·ness and llici.SSl.Vtl vh·l c.o.ce. Bt..t .it, ~6 part. o! 

t .tu s busines s o.:. not accvr,u11ts eacu ot11e.1. an e½u~ ..... u:1a:1ni t.y l.tui.t mtlkcs 

one group oI' JJcO!,l.le expdc t another to bo mv.ce i'oreDtibl'1% , ore 

'!'.he su,·prisi~ thing , 1..u me, i s t..w.t t:leLe is oul;r Ollla! Cv~o s ... t.uaT..ion, 

ac~ompanied by really ugly pogroms t.igainsL tr..::: wn t.e~ who onl,1 yest_L·dey 

ex:ercisea tn9ir ove.t'~orctsrup vi th u tol'.'t,urii•g an·v6 nee tnat unly t hose 

at tu .rcceiVl!Jtl nd reat.ly t:IVtO- tvc l. ! t,tuxv. 1 L 1.s impot t.ant. to 

rerot"wber th1;.t pt:.1.'"dfH,ive ALltH'ica.n as el.l as UJ'v. de1I1 obs J. v ra v llo 

look •n at the Congo whe11 J. t ,l:!3 a1.L.1. L ti 

l:.h:3 dri vi ,g out of ;,,1e elg.1ans • as iksly tu b ... ·o.LloW" 1a bJ th..: kind 
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The foundations for whe.t is happenit!G n tuo CoIJJo today uere h.id 

durl.ng th t. .. me o' l.h~ Belgians. To Sa.::/ thi.s is not t.o a rove or 

t o condone or to excuse. I t in simply to ,.-er.n.nd th" r. ..1nat ha1- pens 

toda,;r usu J..LY hu ,pans b ,:i cau .<E. ol ·,~at w,w U-L.LO wl)• tv 1;;0 ULC...'1clded 

y:: t~rrlay. In this cont,!xt t•1e at,1n l o:: tho t ,o oJJ' throe African 

in •J ms 01 blt cK an t u d J.onsl.ng 

01 t.. R·•li;i e.n kinJ a!ld th ,.d w.:r1 1·J_·, ,r-cs o! \ .. o.lu e l.HH!'lg as acred 
~ 

c ... .J(.. ,. t tciOl'l 

a '" £ ini.on 

.1ly i, r .l..1. . .J. 0\181' 

i n r.u cy .L 't..tlO 1out 

.. Lt.c e est n t...i.lesS-L/ 

f~ct t,h~t hhei·a va:, t..u. • co"'. J. t,c eo.:. _, ... s • in cc i::.mcat.ion at the 

l as!, U. ll . ser,[;lun; and E! ~n'-' that ~-t ut:.:.e.1 L.l.mcs , uc, 1 con;; ,mication 

f:S ens ts t t"' •en th \fr o-Aslc.ris nd t110 • .;:. I, J ofts.n i w-....i.n uireac... of 
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iJnd ruor often th :.Jot this bran. of com. uni cation r ( t <> in 

relations u._ lier, in sharp niDJ; i r r .1. t.a tion and impL:. tiunce on t.ue 

v 
side and r e ont n r. and bi t.wroess on t 1,? oth ... r . ru~ att:1di 1.s 

i 

Olld 

all 

w:t, . n 

a.n•j in t,h clifl ft u_ t.L Co.1.<l 

also .!.E:ads to re. Ill,, 11 1' l om -:..r1'.:l r. , ·.l v , • u1 t,.:,I.i the 0 1.'LJ. a a e 

fct l L f::., -h•? 

'.Ild t.u le::: ..: t S- ms to b~ u! . rec L r!. 

1 t.hl.u. th"' v zy n •~u.t·e o_ t ·- eco:i !n.l.C t eJ.ation .. .I..!.. bJt-.·eon 

e.ssuroe t 

cur ... ents ul ::ii t.tox ness ar~ .!.U 1., ,. u 1u11 

b, no s •L::;e of e t:al •lit,;ru t,1 h,:n, 1 ~ ,u th. g.l v 1 ... ct t. 

nv real ac t.eptancd of 1.,!J.'3 :f.' ct .:,_· equ<W. ui.bn4 .. J 1 '../ el t:1-.::1· . 

The evid~nc~ riug1.,e ,t.s t.u 1.. of a..L.l .11.rr.:edcttn le ... ~rl:5 since F.tanklin 

D. ,oosuvelt t,i. .le .. t.s . resi a::mt. ·annt:uy was m0st. a.cutely ; , c..r·a of t.£.lis 

aspect o1. th 01 bt.s1 nc~f" , is Al.1.it:tncc foJ. fro.;~ ess ac1 .ru.s Pe ace Co.i.ps 
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are both e,: r d ses in ,Dl;,ing p_o 1• "to h ~l P t h ,3111S. l ves. Antl io t he ?es.cs 

JO V.,."l live an-i '\>Or.IC i th t,u ordinary !-)'l!U le to ... 1ose C, -u.nt.L'l e 9 t.hej" 

tlL3 rut·.: nd 'in .1.nctiv~ nUllanity ,;f o ·,_.~ :-th I r1 n c ] tnilik ... t. is 

i.J-;c:.;.u:.;o v,.s e, :.,rm_ ! ot ! _1.1 l • -in t l3 Afi:c- Ji.s1w1 t nd I, t .... 1.. t; ... wit rios 

of ..., t t Tlg !1 . .1.. \.1 t.l.JUt. 

This , e. an is an i ... , ,·twit. l t; i nai.11e; . .. e "~ v.:.% is sti.Ll one 

c1, of r ........ to no ~,,._ t..n 

uc h v t.o dlfl'e. e n ;:,i . t.c b t, . ~ n tl1e Afric r1s u,, ......... A 11.n... The pJ.·e.,en"t 

" a ... - '1,,:tun o: Al'r1c Ji. :. s r.r lj 

on tue ..1.,t. t.'.. n ;. re th 1.1 /,si in 

r t r iceivo 

' .1 t.e 
I 

: 5JC ,.< .i..o6ictl and Jr.:.ot.11.mal £:.s a1..clts or. th":ir sense uf n .t.:--.· .s •~ct and 4-~ 
ct.. use ..,f 1.r.1 .u· tr iru !'G 1 
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This u'l!bi v~lanc~ i s 1 xey cha t:tctaristic in mo, t of thl3 .Af'1·ic n Pri me 

t o th.;ir hi Gh offi ce". l t L , not 1•~_.. sonc1.0L. to e.xp13ct. i.h;; out.Loo..cs 01 

the e m~n 11,J~ ... , !d.Ve b3~n gr~- t ly 'i.n~ 1.1.~nt;at;l by thJi!· ex: 'c;L.J.enc~s. U.Ld 

tacit, r1 !"rovu.1. of tae m:.s~ .:J:: th .1- ,),. .L .: .l.!l each ..;ivan c 1. .... :1.:1.,1 . Inevil.<ibl .f, 

l'n / .<.n,.n: t....ie I t1 u. t.o ,; .rl 11 "lilS a 

n:a~::iive c~ltm·ul arrOJ!.n.CO bas.:a on cJloi.:.i- 50 t ... a ... a Mul.an vi a Ver.;oerd 

can da1m ju::.tir'ica tion b1 aeclurinu th, t, tu.;t 1.:..,. e o..:l~n .ing " :ie st.3, n 

~ur0pee.n Ci1i..1.1.scti.:nl 

, h m 1 tucy h'"'s .1-l O'II Oll t o bt¼ nc"'tl..!.e t.;) 8...1.l w , b,:n, in.:. J _ s of a1J. 

,,Ill t, .,..e..i,. l e DJ .... ~t .u .... ,.,,1 ,'1th CO.l.vur 

s:i. d - of t.h ,., IlLJ - & b.1v wn, , 1. t.h 

blac!t And so instea of u lll 

S- U .1a t..J..l.'D , t l 

a.s t.JeJ ~ .3 \-r.i. tl. , uvp !.:! anrJ r,,.._ __ Un t.ad 3t<At.~s . ~ .J. 1, .1. ,::; e:i.t.,1 t.o ....i :::t-S:3 

Asian m.anif ?stat,.1ons of cclcur- !1.1.ejud.ice as at-..:...:-iu ..... u c,..c,., .. w.·d. 
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This, I "1ir...r, is at once ~'1'3 high ,st com lllll !l th~ I'..LC 

al thdr e;c_pe ct t-ivns ..:.nd d.ii:.ap,t>Oi!ltre~:ot.s. 'I ., .,. 

g _ t H'ation of Afro-As an le .. cL.t: s m·o li! ..J.ly t,o mske dif f cw.t c.n .o r 

o..t Lh.:.t re 1. c.., ..mic<4 ...... ,.m t1::1t.-:..e1vn ~h~~ l:.gc.tt3r c,.nd d'ir~er peop~.::s. 1 ".inte 

~,.uen this eeuer t.ion 0.1. le d,.: r::: gives Wt.:f_ to a Ii9w vno, ,tlr. ~ no·.1 6 ec .rt:1.tion 

of l eaders wi l not h~~e t ~ sruna psJ~ho.u6ic8..L and • ot on.-.1. ..Lnvolvement 

vi tn ne ·est. I .d.l..L bo a l ead n,ui th :ao mariory 01 an i nc.tmatu aJi.d 

pcinflll c, _ Jri ence O.L s. 1re:.tst".:lr- .:id-.;nr.n' r ... e:tiou_J:p ... 1 t.h t e \.e . .,t . ~·or 

thr: Afdc.lll i t . ill be o. 1 Jeuur:3hl.p largely t.:.·<Un•.;d insiJa .Africa, ...:1. t.ll va r-,1 

1 ~t,.l. ~ , if enJ , Jmot.ional ... nv0l·1...!n nt .J. tll tn ·ust, awl t.her 01'13 with no 

a.,,.blvtl•.nc.J towards it. It ill p rhtt}'S l oo~ :::ore to erant y , bec ... u e ..Lt 

l uo.l! ::3 r1vrJ im~ '.l'. onal ... ;r. at. m:,t.o. th~ V.l.n, ... e.; a.mi t.. f aws of t ue es1,, B..Il'J. 

so r- Jee ensie1· a 1.:ore I n.on:1ul' r el a t ...... ,us,. ..... p . 

Al..i t. ti s is on t.L a8s~_pt..wn that ot...r geu.,:at1on d ... as not tnnke 

sucn c. mc~s of ~-u.~ s 1,.ua ..1.;1:0 1.~w new e,f;::;.Jerat .. H>n t.i,uces vV.3 • tae,t 1.·.1.nu 

such u .1,.,.1.>_.-. ..:.1... O.L cu ... our l.aat ad. i·e 

I tlui.lk t O:r. 'Y° lW.J t,o lt 1.:'3 81.J.!'8 t l a t. We O n vt m ·e SUC.t a t!~SS 

10 to l.ec on t;u.u..in.:, ull i t.•llll:.\.it at.J ut t,b.9 j;u·oblems we face and to e,O on 

s_eking ways s.n1 meaus o ... making 1,ne _;un s v human c0nt.aclis across the 

ocJan~ and c ntinents t ., l.l UUtke t:J c-.h can .L'ecognise t e rare and 

d.L, .. i1..c ~e um.amty of BVJ f -''ther man. I <.10 not t. iia 'tll re is aJ.lY ir.ore 

pat or 5~ic.:.: o ea.s7 ans.ror. J.nis nas I,() do .>it t.ha.t m"s-c i.=1_ ortant o o.11 

roan I s J vu-u 1r:, J .. .1.·out;. t ..... '.'.. CJ~~, t ,. .. .1..1.. r;e march to so.Li-kuo ledge, v.hlch has 

been suc1 an .im.01±..;.1; diiv:i.~ ... 1.1rce ~n all n.o .,.s <lone s~ 'a.a: i n h.l.s b .. fe 

h~r• on earth. 

Like C 

o,. ccor.omic or ideol~0 ic.:al ,ol~~i ns tot ·s ooo. It cmocaces a1J. tnewe and 

ruo.ce because i t s to do 11. •• t.1- ,1~.., men 1 ok at o&ch ot l r . I tlll.n.. the 

realisa tion of th.is is en im_r:ol't n t.. t4inniDg . 
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Fo Y. Times Sulldt;[ ;ra.,_, t..zi11e 

TIIB AFRO-ASI ANS Arn TITT · TT,'sT 

i slund. I t i s an island w:1oso people ~tGli' 4"rom many rac"'s und 

rna."'lY colour~ , c..11d th".l stri -::ing thine aboi.: + i ._ i::: tlla t its p ""ople 

It iC' f or ti-.L ~son, c caus~ J a.. aica r epres~nt_, ir. t rms 0f 

that I live !ler~ • it~, r7 f l• 1 •r 
" . TTe h~ve built for our lves 

a. •. ome :1i:;h U:? in the hills of ~t . AnrlrPv. I t is ore -':.n.'.!11 t··• .. ty-

• one lmr.rlre ' f "t up r..n~ ::. t com. : :r/' s e. viP • ·,f t:L roll i~ hil, ::: , 

misting e."ay into t:1e h rt of t.1e isl ", , to the north a:.1 west, 

Blue 'ount~ins to the nort' -~cst [..r.C:. tn° ~ 

1 Coy~ba 1 which i s an Ara~rl: word me&ni~ "heaven ' , 1 ~e~ce ' , 

the year the vi =V fro.,,, ' r.oya.Ld. 1 remind& rac •nr;,· much of a:::pr>~ t s of 

Cc1pe To,m seen f r 0m ths slopes of Tabl e Howita in. And then I 

remercb~r that if I had built 1Co;,,1:ba 1 on the slo;e::: cf Table ~01_;ntain 

the ~ouse wotld have beon de~i0nated n~ tci!'.l[; inn 1 'la' porn area ' 

a.11d ::: 1,·ot:ld l!"Vc been ev:ic.,~n; but 1o.;; befor"" ,., l:l.t y ·i.f") L.ncl 

I 1,-ct:ld :1cve been haulecl in fl cnt of the ccurts and convicti:-d 

under ~he ~o-callen i.Jrm-,orality l aw£. And the~ it c~comes both 
y 

traeic and b.iz ~re to 1 alj c-E' an,.,;. that Sout!~ Africa and J e.:m&ica 

• 
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a.r1; ;c.rt of the Sfu"'lC , ,or ld; tha+ J .. u& tern 1..1 J br,,,, to manhood 

in OD!"' , r.: n(i t:1rt I hc.C: to con:r, t ni:: live in the othor to enter 

f l 11~, i1.to the :;:;ro:mise ~nr: me ... r..' i.._, .--,f . y :r · nhood . 

f ... 'J~1./ice and i: 

in t!P hills • 

..:..:itine J-::-e, ic~ns or Afric.?r,s 
I 

or ~ur~re·~s or, mor r·r ,I 

li y ~ nrl f11ncticn r-- iu~ • r.. r ings in a 

m 
.i ., so C'triki~lJ ," rm ~nd 

this\ . -rL.i tore ::,-.r 

co. e in s-~rch of a story: r,f c. -':..1_.- c"JI:'e 1·ith :heir •yn rr3conc_ived 

'hO t, 'JfC 
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n tr 1 • V. t r cl 

c' 

,.... . ~ L sb ~ o· rYl! li ::-t c- ,..,"° t on ot·r long v• n nd1:1 rind , on the 

r>v.i. • .nee, r 'ict t ' r · ci u. v.:.olcnc er th .. i ,.l, nd •ri +~ i .. t· • lv 0 

mor-t· s . E lct_1 r 0 

.; rncl , bt:t or..:..tti....., ir 1 evi • nc!l ' lic..s 

n. ful of ., 1 tt; Am .. r icen ..,re of ~ <:.r£n .c.~try 

d br·t: 1 .. ~E r 0 .,. 1 i 1:-n a.nr· tried to us t:1e locr,l 
.:v nn -<. cl, 

Ra r .i ..:t , ' tc "Lt Je • n/u- ri .. in~ . T:1,.,re ;.·:r ""~- ""l'.!"' .. r'" 

·rarent.ic r ' tnt .,_ :.r i.-5h tL J • ican bus .,_ ... . / t..r'tC 

to 

1i a=f ir ~,d iv.nit i t~ 

' race , ar ' 1- i•t . All thet ,._.: s Lhr e .tear seo. Vor e rec n ly, 

t r t ,)1 . ':':.iis ne w:: E coll .. ct.ir"- rn· t_ i.::l or a beak on tn co~?:u 

o: no_ 

.... · ..,, ul of i n vi +r· 1 + 

r 1:.: . is t at m· nw of l'S h V develo' d V 'l 

:.ct ..:..n le ' co'c..:r c nfl..:..ct ' ; it' ·s' com sir.. 

ire .. crt~-:.t bc-::.,t:.sG o: it. An1 net all of 11s a e hor:: i:;t _ out,h 

to .. it~ r f .. "' , or·· n vO Se, t •t 1'e h 1", 1 vb 

, ... lc..ur C r.flict ' J +: ... -..;ry , •• -:.nllc n ·-:s of it or by r:: ' i rlt., 

l 
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. . foi WP, are suffir. Antly rj ch j n r~r r•y-m· de vil.Lair.s to P[_ silJ 

rhut ur a:iyone \,b 

the s.ide of the .re; L cnr' t:1,:, Eq;; lE are 011 our side . ;_n' , of ccur~'"· , 

!L ~or ~1f- criticisri . ('f ,.., t'1i~ ~_,.,t<l. ~t8 ... e is ac ,....-r r - 0 nd 

l 
l7 c:..n ,..n.c>t "n ~atly }O'l"'\]?(';l'" 

OVC' ].- _ ' ''r • 

but ,.,:, ., ni,._,ht .::.s '\,; 7 1 !' ;::t 

thir\::s . 

Congo ::.:. tu:::.:tion, :...r-:1 ri:1r . ..:.c1.iJ.-:,r l ~ over the t:. S.-:'.Ll ian 1 _ cu:: 

side i~ nt t j' th:; 

to th':! ot'.er: 

--orse 
of­

bas_;:;t/rr.otive~ 
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cac:1. ...-as a. villein to th_ oth0 r . 

d"?_pressincly senseles;e e.:.t:1 o:' Dr . :::'~t.l CL..rl::-.on, ·mon others, 

top '. 3:e \"a.S .'"' ~ " Jan• ican or ar.. Afri c-,.1 ,; J:e cnne f rom Haiti, 

an c;,ile f .1 JI: th~ black ..:.ictatorsllip of 1:?a~a Doc • . ThG r_eson 

for his biter ,.,,.,n ill'1ir'l., rnee wa" h_,c[IU"e h<> f lt the ,orld 1 s 

pres::: (wid fer him it meunt the · ·_::,t_ r n pref''" ) : u.-1 ' it w.:.th 

all th-: fLcc• , t'y, lt;.rl d una s::ns&tioru,l h ___ dlines , the cl.ar'-'es 

victirrs ,,-re hi te. :la.cl I'·- ,; 1 ot .. Jen ;..·hi tP -'-h0re voul • hc.·.re b-:,,,,n 

·ad o.r.e ret of v· lt.s" for the hu:-~ ni-:.y of whltes und ·noth~r .for 

t 1 0 hur..:urii.y ,-,f non- 1,hit.:;s . 

b one to tr,_ Congo to serve , thct the exr,loiters and raciclists 

·lc:c~nt c..."lr .;._n.nC1c-nt are Irrcb to :;uf:>r f'or the sin:; of the ··ic'·ed. 

111:1..t they don ' t n-kP i t seem like that ! 11 to prot3sted; ''For tbem 

it is a nei, tring that hns never h·pf"r."'c' '<>fore, come about 

n1.l.f becaui:: n"' J.:.e saVB.oerJ cf 1:>leck men: 11 'nci so he ,•ould not 

so-f'ten hi s hard attitude because the •·lutes ' , ""aue Lhi e a ~l:ing 

of t la.ck and -..•:u t-3 . 
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+l.i;; chcl.l Ilgf' of 6 3tti f1 enui ne and menni....._,f,.1 c-ore}'._unicati on "'oing 

between tl e ~.: o- Asi ans and th0 ·vest, is tn° protle of 1
10 .. v n '3""e 

eoch oth~r. ::)o +he f f' o- 1'.sio.ns on the or._ h r~ , nd t].c.; " stner ners 

on the otl , ~lrce the srJ"A ~ - l itative V' 'W' on ench ct~e1 ' s 

anket e .uaJ i. ;t "i thout ar.y 

has b~co~e th .:reat c- 1 0 1 of ,1.•r 

Churchill? Or Nehn? Or anyrod.1 d-e? Tho r1oble conc~pt of 'le 

· r.vicle.t-ilH:..r of the lnil' 1-1r ;; r qn, of the . '- 7 ~ of our hum&ni~y, 

· ·cr ld s .i.t is ·,culd en.st r• ,,e ou1't on bot,h Afro- . __ _:. n nJ. r:::- 1·n 

a little le s hur-u, - l.i.ttle les,. r ,re . ,.,iv_, 

i !';.St, 

him : in0 c, ·e r:cy even l.i.ke him all the batter for it, e"'peci·1.u:r 

.i.:· it m· '<e u f'~ l tr at m1. ch rrcre of • h· Jna"1 b • t\.,. :o t:1e ... frilcuner 

• ' .. t · ' T.:1e1·e i· ~ .... ,,.1.· n' o" ""5"'~ ... tor ac-_ ct " tri.s. _·ri .i+.1.~·"' , • ~ rJ - ive . _ c, ... . ... _ 

,, . - r "'t to u.S n 

v1,;ry :m.,ch les,... f r _.:_~... nr' f ic.' tcniri.g c.n' - lLn • 'l'Lc fcllcu ir- the 

ll"'i~hbcurhood •~ho "'pe-1r,... th0 Sb.ID. 1 ngi.age , -oP. to u-~ -.:~,.. school anci 

c,1u:r h , eurs the sE..,a kin' of clothes ana. is ti _ sarrn colo i 
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closer to us in humanity than the fellm- at t:1e ot:ier end of tbe 

earth whose habits, dress, behaviour, la.ngllat,e, r 0 li6ion, ways of 
;iO 

playing, colo,u·, a.re vai-tl.;- differt?nt from ov.r own, It is us. ing 

a great deal to e::,,.'P~ct us to accord thii:: fellow at the other erid of 

the earth & humani +: e"i.UE 1 to ot:r O"n. f nat tl1ere are in f a<'t so 

l"'a~v of 1..s , still a minority it if' true, but a most 
0
ifted and 

articulate minority, ho do accept without an., re-e1·va tions the 

achievenents of man that has not been accorded the credit it deferves. 

But the f aC't renirine that a ,..a~ ority of ~&rJcind, both Afro-.,asirn and 

r-eskrn, do not accord each other a r;ual i 1.a ti vely equal h11mani t.,,. 

I t vould re most strprisiri~ if it were otherwise . Tho history 

of the relations hetween the dar:~e1 and th - lighter reoi"le5 of the 

world, especially over th 0 last three- lu..ndred- odd e .1.'s, is s11ch that 

t:1e strikir..e faC't is not tn&.t theL·e has been a collapse in comnunication, 

tut ri: th~r that it h:=ie been of such a relatively minor nature, not 

ch~ed ~ith great~r bitt0 rness end massive vicl~nce . B~t it is part of 

tlis busines2 of not according each other an eqvnl ~umanitJ that makes 

one group of pPoole e·'P~ct enother to be mor~ forebe&rir'b, more 

unde~standing , rrore [or; ivi ~ th~n th~y th9~s~lves would ever be. 

The surprisill(; tni , to ".!le, is tnat th,,..re is or.ly one Co • o sit1..etion, 

thc't almost everywhere el5P the comir,e; of independence has not been 

accompanied by really ugly p()f;roms 0.t,ainst the whi te2 .. ,,ho only yes t_rdL.1 

0.xercie:er' their overlordship vitr., a torturing arrogErJ.ce l!lat only tr.ose 

at :.h r·?c'=?i viri.g fnri. re~]]., t,nr _ r cotood. I thl1.!;: it i important to 

rerr.ember that perC'eptive Americon as , ell as European obs•~rvers vho 

the dri vir;g ot;.t of tbe :'.:elgians was li'-ely to be foll,.,- scl 

of total br-s Mdovn V8 are nm,• ,.; i tne ~ 8 i ne . 
+he kind 
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ThP -"ounr'lationc f or wl1a.t is hrppening n the r'orJJo today .-er e laid 

duriri th- t.i.me of the B3lgirns. To sai this i s not to a::,_rove or 

to condone or to e":cuse . I : i<:- Sll'fl.f to rer: ind tha.t ·;hr t hr. nens 

ton.,· 1...sua 11 ha,1pens bPcause of what was aL o • ~ ' to go unchecked 

,,-e-terclay. I 1 this context the st&nd of the two or three Afri ce.n 

states 'n'hose s 1 okesmen refused to see the Co.t\,o rescue operation 

i n ~crns of bl~ck ~nd •~ite was, fo~ me, a striKir~ ad _lensiP~ 

sUI·prise beer.urn it was &. clear and sharp affirm'.ltion of the e :uali t.y 

of th= hunanity of all men. I ~i0ht hav_ expected tti~ of Sen1gal ' s 

uresid 0 nt Senghor. He i s a r1oet 1'ith a. sense of ~story e.nd , in 

Ir,/ opinion, the one African leader ·,;ho!oe visioP 6 oPs 1'-., ond the 

AsiEris , <tnd whites, :till sk.r:d trrfped today. I n the _JSJ.ior1 of ram.pent 

of a ~elLi" .1 k i ll£ and there ,.-:?re r .ports of origolece being rras ·a.cred 
0... 

in the Tllass , no equivalent 1Jestern He"'"d of State too1~ &~cl~t,r f 1.und 

as did Ser..ghor. I "1ote til.is :1.;re simply beca1...se very J:Ja. opinion 

and ~ui:..l.i.ty of hshrviour , hic!1 ti" )Y +,he~ c:elVAS h,,ve not livad U) to. 

-in Il:E ny of ... he Afro-Asian co1·ntries, ·, er:? r .... n;y of those ,,ho c:1out ,, 

a~ong their own people. 

fact that t here was thif' corn:-1':!te collapse i n com unication at the 

last • •r ... session; a.nd we kno·,; that at other Lirces such corr'"lunication 

as exists between the Afro- Asians and the Vest i~ of ten a thin thread of 

poljtical and economic ~anoeuvri ng at the government- to- govern.111~nt l evel . 
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kid mor e often thnn not this branrl of com,,.unication r esults i n m,king 
I 

j,, \. • 

rela.tionr U[_.lier, ' i n sharpening i rritation and j.mpctii:>nce on the one 

side and re cntm0 nt and bi tterneRs on the oth2r. The patt~:;::·n i s all 

too familiar to need detc;iling here . Son e i.·estern po- er ( usuw.lly L1e U.S. ) 

6ives a.id to some Afro- Asi an ?OPer; inevitably the r":!_)re=?nt·tives oi.' tie 

ai•iing _!)O'-fer ex)ect some sort. of acknowledgement , if not open t,ra ti tude . 

Someti~e~ t~e-3 representatives &re s~ocked and surJrised and hurt when 

thei r gov::rnm~r..t is si.ibj ected to abuse , or -.,.1en t.ne lead:n s of tl-.e 

receiving countr e i ther actively encourr<->e T'1obs to avtacK t.-;.eir ~nha.s ies 

or el"e look the ot11-?r , :.iy. And of course a1:, t.1e internati onal l,,v=,l, 

and. i n th8 clim·te of +ne Cold ir.r, aid i s an inpLrumcnt of .olicJ, so 

the r epresentsti ves of the giviDC, 1;m,-:r do 

also leads to res,~ntr.1"nt f r om 1,ha receiver . Often the givars are 
h 

r-or-e tie.r g ive t:1'3 mor e ti1 ~~ S.:!em res~nvad fret t!:rt th 

a.nd th3 l ess it se~rs to b~ appreci~t0
~ . 

I t:unk tl1- v I.r nr..ture of t .. c ecolli..riic rel ationship b}t\,een 

the Afro- Asians and -':,Le ,·est, a nd ...... rticulc'rly the United States, TT'~es 

for trnuble . ~To r eally creative relatiom.0 i~ ir: poss.i.blP tet -aen the 

giver and the receiver of ch8rity; and ~h~re thJ giving ~or.-~im~f 

ass"l:..,,.,e~ t -. n.pr,e,.n.nce of ' buying ' the alle5 i&nce of the recei ver 

currents of bi t t erness al''.? liJc~l.r 'fo run d:3n!= . And ;::10 is 1.,0 blwr.e t:.1~ 

fa.Jl'crictt.n tw,;.pa.rer I hen he 6ets f ed to the: teeth ·i th un;;r- t fu.l forei._,r,ers 

who not only toke ev._r·1thing ae hr_s to give • i th out so mt:.c..:-1 a.s G ' than,;: 

J 01., 1 but ::.buse hif'l into the barg.r1in. And yet thi s is inevi1,r ble in tir 

relationship betveen thA 5ivar and. th' receiver of ch&ri ty. There can 

be no sense of e ual di gnity bet,1eer t' civer x.d th rccoivJr of cn .... J.·i -r,- , 

no real acceptc,.nce of the f c...ct of equal diu · ,ity by either. 

'l.'h,,, Jvi dence "'Lgsests that of all AJrerican le&.ders since Frcnklin 

D • .:loosevelt th late Prei=;ident Kenn,:iy was most acutely a,·are of t.uis 

aspect of the aid businesE . ,-is Allh.ncc fo1 -Progress and his ?eace " 01 ;is 
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are both e:;:"r cises in hel pi ng .r"o·0l e to hel p t h ~Il1s'3l ve s . And i n th~ Peace 

Cor ps v e have the ver y r e vol utionary· nosi t ion ··here young Americans 

go and live anr' work ,·i th th ord:;:r:u.r peopl e to '1-~".0"" cc..untr ies t,hey 

are a ssigned , I t seeme t o m3 that ,,e h·.ve h,,re t:1"' . os:::ibi llt.tes of a 

real beginni11t; of ti1at meanin&f ul and s i nc'}r e dialogue between t:ie l .i0 .1ter 

a:r:d. darker peopl e s of tne ,'orld th£ t co1.ld l ead t o each man r ecogni0ing 

the r are End di f~inctive humanity of e ver) othnr Mun . I t hink i t i s 

becai.;.se vast arnjes of peorl e in t :i1e Afro- As i a n and Lati n countri es 

sensed t het the ~ennedy &ppr oa ch r A resented a new bebinning , a chance 

of gett ng hel p without payi n.; for i t with th~ir $elf- r %pP,ct and sens8 

of :li.;ni t y , that · re witn•3"';:;ed th· t worldwide tidal ou tpouri ng of rief 

,'hen hP w8 S <i l l ed . 

This was and. i s an imnortant te0 i n11in_, . Tne e ivi!\.: is still one 

w2y . 'Ch" robl om sti ll r emains the f in ' in;; of ,,, .ys to m•l<:e t~1i s a t , o-· •r,y 

t r.g "Cic, •'i.V-- t"ie'.Afro- A~ians Joi:-~ h little .:,iving as well a s r ecei viDt, . 
I 

Another a spec t of thi s _:- robleT" of cOJ"'l· uni cati on has to lo •,.ri tl.1 

the r,.~ti tudes of :.:1e Afro- As i an l oaders to the n e s t ; and her e I t.u nk 

we have t o di f ferent i ate bstw313n fae 'l.f r i cans ...,nl U.1, Asians . T'1e . reJ~nt 

gene r ation of Afri can lead~~s are l ess abl e t o turn th-~r b cks coropl~t3ly 

on -':. 1e ··est t:·1~n are t:i ir A&i 1-,n 0ountsr- parts . Already t her e are 

i mportant Asi an l .:,ad':!r s , li'<e India ' s ' fr . chu"t1i, -·ho '1.d not r9c"ive 

th0::.r t l·aini~ i n t..J.8 "est : but this i s s t ill a matter of degr ;;e . 

I n the main, t~e Afro- As an ls•dnrch:p (but pr,.r icciarl the 

Afric, n ) is t ·1e only group t ha t ha s :1ad f irst-htc.nd cont act wi tn the 

" h te ' or l d ' . .. l mo: t .i.nvar i'....1",lJ t·. 'ave all Jxp~ricnced such 

psychological and emoti onal as aults on t he i r sense of self- r espect and olt~tllty 

thr .. t•e.r :i ve come a "'1 children of tr.3 rrest , b1;cai.;.se of their tr:,inin__, , 

yet mJl'si ng dee;'.) r e~ent~ents a,saint it. 
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Thi s a.111bivrLnce i s n k0. char act_.::-i stic i n most of the .Afr ican Prime 

i~i nisters an.: r esidents who were oft~n tr· nslat'.)d fro.11 coloni 1 :,:-riro:is 

to th~i r :u~h offi ces . I t i s not re~s onable t o expect th3 out looks of 

the.::;e men noJo have been gr1y t'., influ need b th_i r experienc.:,s . Old 

hurts , e ven if not consciously r cme~ber ed, often infl~ence k~.f deci . ions . 

And these are th men ,·ho do th.:, t hirL\ i :ng for and shape t h,., a.tt i t udes of 

tha t t hree- quar t~rs of hum,...nlt,r that i s too ::_Joor anc.l too ignor u.nt to ·:or1'.: 

out r ati onn.1 atti tudes for i tself . These men control tne m0 ns of ma::;s 

comr.unica+ ~on i n wh&.t are usu· lly si rl(.1'3-~)art :r s t etes made s o ,,i th 1-he 

t.<1cit a. ~1oval of the mo.ss of th ~ -:.ople in each _, i v,::m c~1.mt1y. I n~vita.bl,f, 

the . cej udi ces and re""'ntments t he -e learl~r s have acq_i.-.ir ed i n th(~ir of ten 

ainf1 l -~ncount~rs ,·ith the 11.·hi ta -Por l c. ' become pri me f ·.ctor s i n sh<.1,:-ing 

tie out ]ook of th· peopl e they l ead . Th"' kno,: t.1e ' ;;hi te ,,orld ' has ..... 

r:l:;.. ..;, ._ i ve c1..ltural arrog 1...nce bas-3d on colour so t 1at a Malan or e. Ver-. oer d 

can clai"" j u:;tific ... tio:r, b. decl ari n.; thr.t th~f ore d 3f,mdin.:, 1'-'est~r n 

... 
rruropean Ci vili satio~ So t hey count.ff with 1 /egrit ude ' fl.Il1:i i";,s r.1or~l 

and cul tur :...1 c l aims to a bre- ter lrnm. ni ty and ::,:nrception : ..,;1-?.y knm,· 

from experi ,mce tha:. t:1e ' vhi t e -or ld 1 'l[...S a stcr8oty. e of th::> black mun 

so th..,. c unt ~r ,-i th th3ir own ster eot ) e of t .e uhi te m.:.n as soneone 

whom history :1as :,roven to be ho~tile to all th"' best i nter'3s s of a l l 

bl ack . "'O_ le . And so i nstead of only , hi te pea. l e bein._::f illed vi th colour 

prej 1..di ce a new si tm.ti on, th" other si1L of th" p ll".i i s sho-·n , ,ith 

bl&_ck peopl e beir..g f i lhd with a col.our • rej udice di re~ted at t •• e :1i te:,. 

One of th'3 ironies of t.iu.s s-tu.&tion i s t hat a l thout,·1 Afri can 

3 tudents 11'8.> encn,.nt8r as much _ r'3j udi ce and di"crimlnr-tion i r: Asi a as 

tnPy do in the -1est , t he l eader s tend to shut th~ir e., es to l,hi s . T'1ey 

are not a2 i r.ten~slJ and su j ~ctiv~lf i nvolved emoti onally ~ith Asi a 

as tl1e.1 are wi th ".'urope and the n ted States . So it i s e-sy to di::rciss 

Asir:.11 mo.nif estations of col our pr e j udi ce as stu1)id , .d bo.c!n.ard. 
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This, I think, is at once the hi5heot com~lim~nt the Af ric m lead8rs ~ay 

..,.. the Vest, as well as their harshest j ucl,em9nt of it: in it ar e su.".lIIled up 

all their expectations and disap1,oi ntments . Th.:,. ... is w1 I t hi ik thi s 

gener ation of Afro- Asian l eaders are likely to m::,kP. dL'ficult the f lo...,.erine 

of thet r eal comr-unication between the lighter and darker p•op~cs. I tu.nk 

~r •• sn t:us g..;Il(ffation 01 l e..,d=;rs t:; i ves we to a new one, t.ht G new g0nercction 

of l eaders will not have the same ~sJc~ol uical and emotional involvement 

with the ,,rest. I t will e a l eadership • i t 11. no menory of an intimc..te .:md 

pa..:.nfw. experi ence of a. ' m~ster- · nd- m:..1 1 relc.tionshir ·vi th the 1-est. For 

the Africcn it will be a leadership l·rc, l y tr.: .i..ned insidJ :.frica, -d.th v_rJ 

l i t t l e , if any, emotional involv:im:nt i th the '-'c::;t, and ther"fore vit::1 no 

£....~· i, al ... ?:cc toward:: it. It ,-ill .Jerha_ s loo:< ,nore l-Ol r untly, be c&use it 

looks mor e iroper~onally, a.t both the virtuen r..nd tr ... e flaws of the' e...,t, c..nd. 

so m:.ke easier a more ' noI'!l'la.1 1 relationship. 

Al l t'us i P on t i.~ asst:m,.'L.on thltt our gen"-rrtion does not nake 

such e. mess of 1., 1i!\,s that "1c'.1en the n° - eneration ta}~es over they find 

such a .hi.-;!1. ·,all of colour t:1a.t all real co!".lillL"lica-':.ion i s impossible . 

I think the only to m. ~e sure tha'v ,:a 'o not m&ke such r.. mess 

is to keep on taU:inJ <>_nr' thi:nldri.e ab ut the probl~ms Vi3 face and to uo on 

see~iDt, ,,a.,rs and rr.eans of :rraking th"' ·~inds of hmnan contr cts across t:.e 

ocer.ns and cont.inents that •;ill make each nan recognise the rure u.nd 

distinctive lm ... ir.Lnit; of every oth_r nan. I do not thi nk th re is 

pat or slick ore&~ answer . This has to 1 0 with that most im?ort~nt of all 

man ' s · oi....re3., s thro~h -':.he a&"'", th'3 lor~ M•.,rch to s~lf- 1.,:no l3dge, which has 

been such an im_ortant drivi , force in all ne has done s~ ~'~ in his life 

Lik~ all really fundamental challe!lc5es there i s no simple _o_itic~l 

or economic or i 0 eologicel s0l u~ions to this onP . I t embraces all thAce and 

more ecut:.se it has to do with the ·wi.y r1.en look n. t each othJr. I thin..~ the 

realiso.tion of t11.is : " ........ an i..~.ort~rt beginniri~ . 
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wi th the Wes t . For the Africans it will be a leadershi p largel y 

trained inside Africa, with very li ttl e , i f any , emo t ional 

involvement with t he West , and therefore with no ambivalnce 

towards it. It will perhaps look more tolerantl y , becPuse it 

looks more i mpe~Eonal ly9 at bo t h the virtues and the f lews of 
- 0 • ' -- • A-(-~ r ~ > ~tk.k the West~ ti.---"'\ ~ ~ ~ • r 

All this is on the assumption that our generation does no t 

make such a mess of t hings t hPt when the new generation takes 

over they find such a high wall of col our th?t all real 

communication is i mpossible. 

I think the only way to make sure that we do not make such 

a mess is to keep on talking and thinking abou·t the probl ems we 

face and t o go on seeking ways and means of making the kinds of 

human contacts ~cross oceans and continents that will make each 

men recogni se the rare and distinctive humanity of every other 

mPn . I do not think there is any more pat or slick or easy 

Pnswer . This has to do with that most important of all man ' s 

journeys through the ages, the long march to self- knowl e dge) which 

has been such an important driving force in all he has done so 

f ar in his life here on earth. 

Like all re ally fundamental chPllenges there i s no s impl e 

political or economic or ideological solutions t o this one . It 

embraces all t hese and more bec~use it has to do with the way men 

l ook at each other. I think the reali sation of t his is an 

important beginning. 
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For N.Y. Times Sunday Magazi ne Pe t er Abrahams 

TB:E CHALLENGE OF COMMUNI CATION BETWEEN 

THE AFRO- ASI ANS AND THE WEST 

Jamaica i s every beeutifu.l and~ very peaceful litt le 

island. It is an island whose people stem from many reces and 

many colours , end t he striking t hing about it i s t hat its peopl e 

have gone f er t her towards working out t he probl ems of how people 

of diff erent colours can live t oge t her in harmony and digni ty 

and respec t t han any other place and any other peopl e I know . 

It is f or thi s reason , because Jam8ica represen t s , in t erms of 

race and colour , t he antithesis of my own n~ tive Sout h Af rica 

t hat I live here with my f emily. We have buil t f or ourse l ves 

a home high up in t he hil l s of St. Andrew . I t is more t han t wen t y­

one hundred f ee t up and it commands a view of the rolli ng hill s , 

mis t ing awey into the heart of the island , t o the north and west, 

t he Blue Moun t ains t o the north-east end t he plains of Liguanea 

and St. Ca therine t o t he sou t h . I have named this house of ours 

' Coyaba' which is an Arawak word meaning ' heaven ' , ' peace ', 

' trenquility ' because I heve f ound such a large measure of these 

sta t es of mind on this high hill in J amaica. At certain times of 

t he year t he view f rom Coyaba reminds me very much of aspects of 

Cape Town seen f rom the slopes of Table Moun t i n . And t hen I 

remember tha t I f I had built Coyaba on the slopes of Table Mountain 

t he hou se would have been designat ed as being i n a ' European ~ ea ' 

and I would have been evicted; but l ong before that my wife and 

I would have been hauled i n f ront of t he courts and convicted 

- - ----under the so-called i mmorali t y lawy- An d t hen i t becomes both 

tragic a.hd bizarre t o real ise anew t ha t Sou t h Af rica and J pmaica 
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are part of t he same worl d; that I we ~ born and grew to manhood 

in one , and thpt I had to come and live in t he other to en t er 

full y into t he promise and mee.ning of my manhood. This is no t 

t o say that Jpmaica has no problems . I t has s erious probl ems 

of pover ty , of unemploymen t, of homel essness end of the despair 

tha t comes when people do not kn ow where t hey are going. An d 

withou t having colour bars , obvious discrimination , or shPrp 

and overt expressions of pre judice , i t yet has bo th psychological 

and economic overt ones and under t ones of rece and colour . Bu t 

f or all its problems it is s till easier here than anywhere e l se 

I know for a person t o cross t he fron t iers of colour and of 

prejudice and be just a person . 

It is pP.rtly because of t his t hat our long veranda hi gh up 

in the hills is sometimes crowded on Sun day mornings. Mo s -ti the 

people who come are J pmeicans of all shapes , sizes , shades an d 

col ours . And mos tly t he talk is about Af r ica Pnd the racial i sm 

t hat i s such a bese tting s in of t he worl d outside t his i sland. 

Some times the crowd is joined by vis iting Americans or Africans 

or Europeans or , more rarely, Asi8ns . (It has been my joy on t wo 

or t hree occasions to watch American Negro f riends shed t hat 

invisible but very rep l protective shield behind whi ch they spen d 

so much of their lives and function simply a s humen beings i n a 

world of other humAn beings . They seemed so s t rikingl y warm and 

gentl e then and so passionately committed t o thei r coun t ry. I t 

made me wonder whether their whi t e f ellow Americans had ever seen 

this ). Sometimes the visi t ors are journali s t s from far places 

come in search of a s tory: often t hey come with t heir own pre conceiv} 

mou!d into which t o f orce whet t hey see and hear . I f ound t hose 

UWI L
IBRARIES



3 

committed t o t he no t ion of a ' race war ' between the light er and 

darker skinned peoples of the worl d most guil ty of bringing such 

preconcept ions as part of their men t a l baggage . Thus e f amous 

English journalist ceme and sa t on our l ong veranda and , on t he 

evidence , predicted recial viol ence on the isl and wi t hi n t we l ve 

months . He leter repeated his predic t ion in a well-known l e f twing 

English journal , but omi tting the time par t . The ' evidence ' was 

that e hPndful of young American Negroes of Jamaican ancestry 

had brought arms into the island and tried to use t he l ocal 

Rastafari cult to stage an armed uprising. There were a f ew murders 

and after a dramatic manhunt through t he Jpmaican bush the young 

American Negroes were captured, tried, f ound guilty , sentenced 

and ezecut ed . Not even t he Rastafn:taums whom they tried t o use had 

supported t hem. Press handling of t hi s af f ai r had given i t i t s 

'race war ' slan t . All tha t was t hree years ago . More recently, 

towards the end of lPst year , another visitng writer passed 

through. Thi s one wa~ collec t ing material f or a book on t he coming 

world-wide xa ' race war ' . He h8d be en in t he United St ates , t aki ng 

a quick look at the South; t o PPnama , and then a week i n J pmaica . 

He, t oo , seemed singularlj unwi l ling t o admit of any r ay of hope 

to dPmage the mould of inevi t abl i tragedy he had f a shioned. 

The troubl e is that many of us have devel oped a ve sted 

interest in the ' colour conflict ' ; i t has become our ' busi ness ' ; 

some of us make big money out of it, others become f amous and 

important because of i t . And not all of us are 2.ixkJa: hones t 

enough t o either see , or wan t t o see , t ha t we some t imes sharpen 

the 'colou.Ja, conf lict' by the way we handle news of i t or by rea di ng 
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meanings into it ca l cul ated pri maril y t o serve selfish in t erests. 

And we are suff iciently rich in ready- ma de villains t o easily 

shut up anyone who ques t ions our mo t ives by yelling: Angol a ! 

South Afri ca! Sme t hwick ! Missi s sippi ! to show thet we are on 
~ 

t he side of t he angel s and t he angel s lon our s i de . And , of course , 

with t he angels on your side there is no room f or self-doubt , no 

need f or self -criticism. Of t en this men t el state is accompanied 

by en insuff erably pompous self- r i ghteousness . Perheps it was 

thi s pomposity in the face of a dif f icul t and delicate probl em 

wi t h deep moral i mplica t ions t ha t called f orth t he wrat h of Mr . 

Adlai Stevenson during t hat depres s i ngly squall id debat e on the 
'--

Congo rescue operation s at t he last U. N. session . 

Yet f or all their pomposi t y t hose who provoked Kr . 

Stevenson's wr~t h ~RXKB were as convinced of t he essen t ial 

rightness of their position as wa s Mr . St evenson of his . I t i s 

a t this poin t t hAt we ~ome up agai nst what amounts t o an almost 

t otal mol l apse in communication . The delegates were talking about 

t he sPme t hing: but they might As well heve been tPlking ebout 

t otally diff erent things . Wha t was r i ght and decen t and moral 

f or one s i de was ugly and wicked and i mmoral for the other; good 

wa s evil , evil good, depending whi ch side you were on . I t seemed 

thPt over t he tragic Congo situation, And perticul~rly over t he 

U.S .-BelgiPn rescue operption there hPd ceased t o be a common 

body of values by which t o judge what was right f rom wha t was 

wrong. ha When such a situAtion is reached there is in fact a 

t o t al breakdown in con:munication . Worse still , in this par t icul ar 

collapse each side impu t ed the bases t of mo t i ves t o the other : 
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each was a villain t o t he ot her . 

The Sunday after the news of t he rescue operation and of the 

depressingly senseless dea th of Dr . Paul Carlson , emong ot hers , 

a friend CPme and sat on our long veran da and literall y ' bl&w his 

t op '. He was note J amaican or an Af rican; he crone f rom Hai t i , 

an exile from the black dic tatorship of ' Papa Doc ' . The rePson 

f or hi s bi tter consuming r age was because he f elt t he world ' s 

press ( and f or him i t meen t t he Wes t ern press ) hPd deelt wi t h 

t he rescue operat ion i n t erms of black and whi t e . He said t ha t 

all the fus s , the lurid and sen sational headlines, t he chPrges 

of savagery and barbarism, were becAuse in this instance the 

victims were whi t e . H~d they not been white t here woul d have been 

no rescue oper~ t ion Pnd much more subdued hea dlines, if any. The 

conclusion t o his bitter and M gry t irade WPS t hat t he West s t ill 

hPd one set of v::ilues f or the humanity of white s 4I1d another f or 

the huniani ty of non- whi t es . 

I pro t ested t hRt t he whites who hed been hel d hostage had 

gone t o t he Congo to serve , t hat the expl oiters and rAcialist s 

hPd left whil e the going was good. I sugges t ed t hat here again 

we were witnessing t he age - old tragedy in which the good an d t he 
f or 

decent And the innocen t Pre ma de to suffer/fxml! t he sins of the 

wicked . "But t hey don ' t make it seem like t ha t! " he pro t est ed; 

"For them it is a new t hing t hAt hPs never h?ppened before , come 

about only bect=lu se of the savagery of black men!" An d so he woul d 

not sof t en his herd a ttitude bec~use t he whi t es had made t hi s a 

thing of bl Ack Pn d whi t e . 

So our f irst problem, the f irst obstacle we f ace in meeting 
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the chAllenge of t- genuine and meaningful communi cati on going 

between the Afro-Asians and the west 9 is t he probl em of how we 

see each ot her . Do the Afro-Asians on t he one hand 9 and t he 

Westerners on the other , plFce t he srme qual itative value B£ on 

eech other's humanity a o taey do on their own? 

I t hink bo t h sides would insi s t t hat t he answer is ' yes ', 

that each side v~lues the hu.menity of the other as much es its 

own . After all , the notion of an almost bl anke t equal ity without 

any referenc~ to a corresponding responsibility , or anything else , 

h?s become the great syn:bol of our age . (So who is Einstein? Just 

an ordin8ry guy l ike me , so why shoul d I look up t o him? Or t o 

Churchi l l? Or Nehru? Or anybody else? The nobl e concept of t he 

inviolability of the human person , of t he equal ity of our humani ty , 

has ofteb been distor t ed) . But one critically careful l ook at t he 

world as it is would c8st grave doubt on both Afro-Asian an d 

Western claims t hat they place the same val ue on each other ' s 

At best, and in the best of all possible worlds, t he ot her 

fellow is alwPys just a litt le less human , a little less percepti ve 9 

a little less sensi t ive , e littl e less gen t le , a li t tle l e ss 

co aionPte abd thoughtful t hAn we areo We do not necessarily 

hold this against hi m: indeed , we may even like him all t he bett er 

for i t , especiall y if it makes us f eel that much more of a human 

being. So the Afrikaner fprmer has a very ree l and deep affection 

for ' t he simple , unspoiled , primitive , hRppy N? t ive '. There is a 

kind of escal a t or aspect to this . The persons or socie t ies nearest 

to us 8nd ours , t hose we know, are al ways very much less foreign 

and f rightening end al ien . The f ellow in t he neighbourhood who 
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speaks t he same language , goes to t he same school and church, 

wePrs the sRme kind of clothes and is the same col our is obviousl y 

closer t o us irl(iumanity than the fell ow at t he other end of the 

earth wnose habi ts , dress , behaviour , language , religion , ways of 

pleying, col our \ are so vestly different f rom our own . It is 

asking :bl e greP t deal to expect us t o accnrd t his f ellow et the 

other end of the earth a humanity equal to our own . ThPt t here are 

in f ac t so meny of us , still a minori ty it is tru e , but a moat 

gif t ed en d articulate minority , who do accept wi t hou t any 

reservations the equal humanity of all people is t o my mind one 

of the great psychological ?chievemen t s of man t hat has not been 

accorded t he credit it deserves . But t he f ac t remains t hat a 

mejority of »rlk mankind, bo t h Afr o-Asian and Western , do no t 

accord each ot her a qualifttatively equal humanity . 

It would be most surpri sing i f it were ot herwi se . The history 

of t he relP. tion s between the dPrker and light er peoples of the 

world , ixxxmRh especiAlly over t he l ast t hree hundred- odd years , i s 

such t hat t he striking f pct is not that t here hBs been a collPpse 

in communication , but ra t her that it hPs been of such a rel a tively 

minor nature , not charged with grea t er bi t t erness and massive 

violence . But it is p?r t of t hi s business of not according each 

other an equal humanity t hPt mekes one group of peopl e expec t 

another to be more f orebearing, more understAnding , more f orgiving 

th8n t hey themselves would ever be . The surprisi ng t hing, t o me , 

is t he t t here is only one Congo situation , t ha t almost everywhere 

else the coming of independence has not been accompanied by 

really ugl y pfogroffis ag~inst t he white s who onl y yesterday 

exercised their overlordshi p wi th a t orturing arrog8nce t h~t only 
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t hose at the r ecei ving end re8l l y understood. I t hink i t is 

important t o remember t hat percept ive .Americen as well as EuropeAn 

observers who l ooked a t t he Congo when i t was s t i ll a Bel gian 

colony predicted t hat t he driving out of t he Belgians WAS l i ke ly 

'tio be f ollowed by the kind of total breakdown we ere n ow witnessi ng. 

The f ound?tion s f or whe t i s happening in t he Congo t oday were 

laid duri ng t he t ime of the Bel gians . To say this is not to approve 

or to condone or to excuse . It i s simply t o remind t hat what 

h8ppens t oday usur' l l y happens because of what was al lowed t o go 

unchecked yesterd8y. I n this context fta~ t he stand of t he t wo 

or three f fri can s tates whose spokesmen refused t o see t he Congo 

rescue operPtion in t erms of bleck end whi t e w~s , f or me , a stri king 

and ple?sing surprise beceuse i t was s cl ear and sharp aff irmr t ioh 

of t he eqaal i t y of t he humanity of ell men . I might heve expected 

thi s of SenegPl' s Presiden t Senghor . He is a poe t with D sense of 

history cnd, in my opinion , the one Af rican leader whose vision 

goes beyond the fron t iers of race and colour , where mo s t of us , 

l ePders and l e~d , Africen s
1
Asians ) an d whi t es , s til l s t and t rapped 

t oday. In the period of ~ rampPnt Wes t ern na t ion~lism, in t he 

days when the Congo WP S t he priva t e preserve of 8 Belgian king 

an d there were repor t s of Congol ese being m~ssPcred in t he mass , 

no equivBl en t Wes t ern Head of Stete took ~s clear a stPnd es did 

Senghor . I no te this here simpl y because very many opinion 
and others 

rJoulders/i n t he Wes t often demend of others a morr>li ty and queli t y 

of behPviour which they themselves heve not lived up t o. Unhappily 

we Gre now seeing t he sr->me t hing coming in t o full flower in m:::iny 

of t he Afro-Asian countries , where m8ny of those who shou t loudest 

8bout f reedom end human dignity suppress t hese mos t ruthlessl y 
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emong t heir own people . 

But when all thi s is seid we are still left ~ith the hard 

f2c t t hat t here was this comple t e collapse in communica tion at 

t he last U. N. session; and we know that at other times such 

communication as exist.> between t he Afro- Asians Pnd the Wes t is of ten 

a thin tnread of poli tical and economic manoeuvring a t t he 

governmen t-to- governmen t level . Ani more often t han not t hi s 

brPnd of communication results in making rela t ions ugl ier , ~kllll 

EidIIXfPDd in sharpening irritation and i mpatience on the one side 

and resontment and bitterness on the other . The pa ttern is all 

too f amiliar to need de t ailing here . Some Wes tern power (usually 

the U.S.) gives aid to some Afro- Asian power; inevi t ably the 
s ome 

representa tives of the aiding power expect/sort of Pcknowledgemen t, 

if no t open gretitu.de . Sometimes t hese repreeen tatives are shocked 

and surprised an d kim: hurt when their governmen t is subjec l t o 

0buse, or when the leaders of the receiving country either actively 

encourage mobs t o attack their embassies or else look the o t her 

way. And of course at the internat ional leve l . end in the cli mat e 
I 

of t he Cold Wpr) aid is en intrumen t of pol icy , so t he represen t a tives 

of t lle giving power do a li ttle pressing , and this al so leads t o 

resentment from t he receiver . Often t he givers are perplexed by 

the f pct thPt the more they give the more t hey seem resen t ed and 

t he l ess it s eems to be apprecieted. 

I think the very nPture of t he economic rela tionship between 

the Afro-Asians an a t he West, Pn d particulerly t he Uni t ed States , 

makes for trouble . li No r eally creati ve rela t ionship is possibl e 

between t he giver and the receiver of cnPrity; end where t he 

giving sometimes assumes the Appearence of ' buying ' t he a l legi ance 
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of the receiver curren ts of bi tterness are likely t o run deep . 

An j who is t o bl ame t he American taxpayer when he gets fed t o 

t he t eeth with ungratef ul f oreigner s who not only t ake ever y t hing 

he hes to gi ve without so much as a ' thank you ' but abuse hi m 

into the bargain . And ye t this i s i nevitable in any rel a tionship 

between t he gi ver and the receiver of charity. There can be no 

sense of equal dignity between t he giver and receiver of chari ty , 

no real acceptance of t he f act of equal digni t y by either . 

The evidence sugges t s that of all Amer ican l eaders s ince F. DR . 

the le te Presiden t Kennedy wa s mos t acut ely aware of t his aspect 

of the aid business. His Alliance for Progress and his Peace Corp s 

are both exercises in hel pi ng peopl e to hel p t hemselve s . And in 

t he Peace Corps we have t he very revolutionary posi t ion where young 

Americans go and live and work with the ordinary people t o whose 

countries they are assigned. It seems t o me tha t we have here 

the possibilities of a rea l beginning of tha t meani~gful and 

sincere dialogue between t he lighter and darker peopl es of the 

worl d t hat could l ead to each man recognising the rare and 

distinc t ive humani t y of every other man . I t hink i t is because 

vast armi es of people in the Afro- Asian and LPtin American countri es 

sensed that the Kennedy approach,exXIQlXIDIRJJd;UDaf represen t ed a 

new beginning , a chance of ge tting help without paying f or i t wi th 

t hei r self-respect and sense of dignity , thPt we witnessed ~ 

worldwide tidal outpouring of grief when he was killed. 
I 

I~ This was and is an ·importan t beginning . The givi ng w@-B still 

one way. The problem still remains t he f inding of ways Eo make 

this a two- way ~raffi c , wi t h t he Afro- Asians doing a l ittle giving 

a s well as receiving. 
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Another aspect of t his pToblern of communicati on hAs t o do 
~ 

with 1,-at tudes of the Afro-Asian l eaders t o t he Wes t; and here I 

think we have to diff erentiate between the Afr icans and the Asians . 

ThG present generAtion of African l eaders are less alle t o turn 

their backs completely on t he Wes t than are their Asian cnunter ­

parts. Al~ady there are importan t Asian leaders , Like India ' s 

Mr . Shastri , who did not receive their training in the Wes t : but 

this is still a matt er of degree . 

I n the main , the Afro-Asian leadershi p ( but particular ly t he 

African ) is the only group that has had f irsthand con t ~c t with t he 

' whi t e world' . Almost invariably t hey have al l experienced such 

psychologicel end emotional a ssaults on their sense of self­

respect and di gnity that t hey have come away children of t he West , 

because of t heir t r aining, yet nursing deep resen tments agai ns t 

i t. Thi s ll!.mbivP.lence is a key charac t eris t ic in mos t of t he Afr ican 

Pri me Mi nis t ers and Presidents who were often translated from 

coloniRl prisons to their high offi ces . It is not reasonable t o 
not 

expect the outlooks of these men/ t o hAve been grea tly influenced 
~~ 

by their experiences . Old hurts not consciouoly remembered/ often 
.JI--

influence key defisions . And these are the men who do t he t hinki ng 

for and shApe the attitudes of that three-quarters of humanity 
~ 

t hat is toC" poor and too ignorant /.. work out rat ional atti tudes for 

itself. These men control t he means of mass communi cation in what 

are usually single- party s t ates made so with the taci t approval 

of the mass of t he people in eaC~gllEI given country. I nevi tably, 

the prejudices and r esentments these leaders have acquired in t heir 

often pei nful encounters with t he ' white worl d ' become pri me factors 

in shaping the outlook of the people t hey l ead . They kn ow the 
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'white worl d ' has a massive cultural arrogance ba sed on colour so 

that a Mal an or a Verwoerd can cl ai m justification by declaring 

t hat they are def ending ' We s t ern European Civil isation '. So t hey 

counter with ' Negritude ' and its moral and cultural claims to a 

greeter humanity and per ception : t hey know from experience that 

t he ' white world' has a stereotype of the bl ack man so t hey coun t er 

wi t h their own s tereotype of the white man a s someone whom his t ory 

has proven t o be hostil e to all t he best i n terests of all bl ack 

peopl e . And so in s t ead of only white people being f ill ed with col our 

pre judice a new situation , the other s i de of t he penny is shown , 

with bl Pck peopl e bei ng filled with a 2~r col our pre judice 

directed at whi te s . 

One of the ironies of t his si tuation is that although Af 1ican 

students may encounter a ~ much prejudice and discrimina t ion in 

Asia as they do in the West , the leaders t end t o shut their e yes 

t o this . They are not a s intensely and subjectively involved 

emotionally with Asi a a s they are with Europe and the Uni t ed Sta t es . 

So it is easy t o dismiss Asi an manifestati ons of colour pre judice 

as stupiu and backward . Thi s , I t hink , is at once the highest 

compliment the African leaders pay the West , as well as t heir 

harshest judgement of it: in it are summed up all their e2peftations 

and disappointments . That is why I think thi s generation of Af ro­

Asian l eaders are likely to make diffi cult the flowering of t hat 

real coIIUil.Wlicationp between t he lighter and derker peoples . I t hink 

when thi s gener? tion of l ePders gives way to a new one , t hat new 

genere tion of l e8ders will no t have the same psychological and 

emotional involvement wi t h t he West . It will be a leadership with 
~ ~ ,-1 v--P 

no memor~ -~ intimate experience of a ' mas t er- and-man ' relationship 
~ L 
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Peter· Abrahams 

IN SECRET AFRICA 

I. 

It was a hot , hnmid , oppressive August day in Accra in 

1953. The air had the stillness of death. I walked down towards 

the sea- front • . Perhaps there would be the hint of a breeze there . 

As I neared the sea- front I was assailed by a potently over­

powering stench of the sea with strong overtones of rotting fish . 

The houses were drab, rundown wooden structu1'es or made of' 

corrugated iron, put together anyway you please. With a few 

exceptions the builder's slide rule had played no part in the 

making o these houses . The streets were wide and tarred and each 

street had an open drainage system into which young boys and old 

men piddled when thev needed to relieve themselves. I hr..ve seen 

women empty their chamber pots into the open dl'ainage system in 

the early mornings. The fierce sun takes care of the germs but 

God help you if smells made you s:ck. 

In the space of' about eight minutes of walking upHards of 

fii teen "taxis" pulled up besi e me and offer·ed to take me 

wherever I wanted to go . 

"Hi, mass a! Taxi , massa!" Me go anywhere you go cheap! " 

They are all private taxis with no meters and driven by 

strapping young men with f'lashing teeth. The place is full of 

taxis willing to go anywhere and do anything ch,ap. 

The street traders here are women , "Manmy traders" they 

are called. They trade in any an everything under the sun. r They sell cigarettes individual1y , one at a time; round loaves 

\ 01 bread an hunks of' cooked meat on which the bie \ est A:f1•ican 

flies make JDort. Tney lov~ b· raining ana hagglinG• They are 

a powerful economic factor in the life of' the coW1try. The more 
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prosperous ones ovrn their own trucks , some ovm fleets of trucks. 

These "mammy trucks" are the principal carriers of the countr•y. They 

carry passengers as well as produce and go hurtling across the 

countryside at breakneck speed \ i th li tile regard for life or limb . 

.i:ach truclc has its own distinctive sloran. I rem mber one which 

vmrned its passengers : 

REP NT FOR DEATH IS ROUND THE CORNER 

And another wnich said : 

ENTER WITHOU~' HOPE 

One was named: 

THE LAST RIDE 

Another suggested: 

IF IT ~!.UST IT 'WILL 

My own favourite , and I travelled in that particular truck , pleaded: 

NOT TODAY O LORD NOT TODAY. 

The mummy traders had 1)een the b:..ckbone of the vast political 

changes that had taken place in the country. 

I passed many mammy traders , many mammy trucks , before I 

reached the sea- 1'ront. I crossed a ctreet, jumped over an open 

drain , and there was the sea. But there was no breeze, and no shade 

fr·om the terrible sun. In the end I gave in to the idea of' 11 taxi, 

massa taxi" and looked o."oout. But now there was no taxi in si 'ht . 

Instead, I saw, suddenly, a long procession in which women out­

numbered men by something like five to one. The procession swung 

around a corner and came into full view, twenty or thirty yards 

long. The women v10re white flowing robes and white kerchiefs on 

their heads. Their faces had been painted into grotesque masks; 

made up of thick streaks of black , red, white and yellow paints. 
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.-The heavy thud of bare feet rose above the h'tilrn of the sea. 

Then , suddenly, the drums burst forth and there was no other 

sound about me . The women began to jig then dance as they marched . . 

As the tail of the procession came abreast with me the drums rose 

to a frenzy. A thin , pure note from a reed rose above the drums . 

The whole procession became a shivering , shaking mass. The reed- note 

held longer than seemed human. And then suddenly, dramatically , 

there was silence. The thudding feet faded away out of· sight and 

sound. There was silence and a slight racing or my heartbeat and 

the hum of the sea, and, of course, the overpowering fishystench. 

I thought of Richard Wright with whom I had had brealcfast that 

morning. This was his first visit to any part of Africa and his 

reactions led me to think that he had found his first piece of Africa 

rather bewilderingly unexpected, not what he had hoped for . Countee 

Cullen had speculated: 

One three centuries removed 
From the scenes his f'athers loved , 
Spicy grove , cinnamon tree , 
What is A1'rica to me? 

Wright was f1nding the answers and finding them rather disconcerting. 

He had been bewildered by the casual attitude to sex. There was , 

he had said, too much sex, too casually given and taken; so that it 

worked out as no sex, with none of' the emotional in vol vernen t associated 

with sex in the Western mind. He had shaken his head vri th a slightly 

oewildered disgust. The open drains into which young boys and old 

men piddled whenever they needed to had led him to conclude that 

Africans piddled rather more than other people. The sight of youn.g 

men dancing together, holding hands , disturbed the \!es tern puritan 

streak in him. Later, in his book on the Gold Coast he wrote: "It 

provoked in me a sense of uneasiness on levels of emotion deeper 
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than I could control" . He had expressed to me that morning what 

he later sun:tr:1ed up in his book : "I vtas black and they were black 

but it did not help me" . 

Vmat Wright did not understand , what his whole baclcground am. 

training had made di:ff'icul t f'or hi,'11 to understand, was that being 

black did not of' itself qualify one f'or acceptance in tribal Af'rica. 

But how could? And how could he be expec ted to when there are 

thousands of urban-bred Africans up and down that vast cont i nent 

who do not themselves understand this? The more perceptive of the 

urban Africans are only now beginning to understand this, but slowly. 

Being black is a small matter in tribal Africa because the 

att itude to colour is healthy and normal . Colour does not matter. 

Colour is an act of' GoL that neither confers privileges nor imposes 
a 

handicaps on/man. The colour 01 a man ' s skin is like the day: the 

day is either clesr or dar k . There is nothing more to it until 

external agencies come in and invest it with special meaning and 

importance. 

'What does matter , what is important , is the complex pattern of 

one ' s position within one's own group and one ' s relations with the 

members of that group. 

The tribal African is no Pan- African dreaming o~ a greater 

African glory when the white man is driven into the sea. The acute 

race consciousness of the American Negro or the black South African 

at the rec eiving end of Apartheid is alien to him. The i mportant 

things in his life are anything but race and colour - until they 

are forced on him. And "mother Afri ca" is much too vast for him to 

have big continental dreams : she is about four times the size of 

the United States ; has about 200 , 000, 000 people who speak some five 
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hundred different languages . She is a land of vast mountains , 

dark jungles and vast deserts . In her rivers and in her jungles 

and in her grasslands lurk creatures which are the enemies of man: 

the leopard and th~ lion, the snake and crocodile. All this malces 

travel, by the old African methoda, extremely difficult and makes 

for isolation be tween one group o:f people and another. The African 

who is in Britain is likely to be a deal better infor,ned on what 

is happening all over the continent than would be his fellow Af'rican 

in any of the main centres in Africa. In terms of com.rnunications 

the man in the tribe lives in the dar k ages . 

Richard Wright was surprised that even educated Africans, 

racially conscious literate people had not heard of him and were 

sceptical of a grown man earning his living by writing. They could 

not understand what kind of writing brought a man enough money to 

support a family. Wright really wanted to U....'l'lderstand the African 

but "I :found the African an obliq_ue, a hard to know man .... " 

My sympathies were all with Wright . Africa could be very 

disturbing , very hard to know; even for those who were born and ure~ 

up in Africa. 

My thoughts shifted from Richard Wright to my fortncoming 

meeting with Kvmme Nk:rumah , Prime Minis ter o:f the first black British 

colony in Africa to win a large measure of self- government. 

It was going on for seven years since I had last seen Nkrumah 

in London. Then, he was a poor struggling student; now he was the 

head of a state that was the great African symbol for al 1 the world. 

I remembered the past and wondered what changes I would find in him. 

Anyway, it was nine and my date with him was for nine- thirty. I 

would soon know. 
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The heat and salty rancid fish smell had made me desperately 

thirsty. Across the way a mrunmy tradeP SQuatted beside her pile of 

merchandise· cooked meat , sweet potatoes - a whole host of edibles -

and some bottles of opaaue white liquid which could be either coconut 

or palm juice, as well as the inevitable little pile of ci ~arettes 

which were 8old at a penny a piece. I had been warned of the risks 

involved in eating anything sold by the street traders. But to hell 

with it, I was thirsty and not exactly a stranger to African germs . 

I crossed the street, felt the bottles and chose what felt like the 

coolest and looYcd the least opaaue one. 

"How much?" 

" One shilling." The carved ebony face looked coldly at me 

with dead eyes that registered no emotion. 

I pulled the screwed up newspaper stopper from the bottle, wiped 

its mouth and took a swig. i could not decide whether it was 

coconut water or palm juice. It had been heavily watered down and 

sweetened. But it was wet and thirst Quenching. I drank half the 

bottle, f'irmly ignor:i ng the little foreign bodies that f'loated in 

the liquid. Then I paid her and drank the rest. I put dovm the 

empty and began to move away. 

•You African?" She aslrnd in her harsh, cold, masculine voice. 

I stopped , turned and looked at her face . It was as deadly 

cold and imuersonal as before: not a f'licker of feeling in her eyes. 

Like an African mask, I thought. But unlike ,Jrigh1., I did not try 

to penetrate it. I knew the futility of trying. She would show 

feeling if' and when she decided. Not bef'ore. 

"Yes," I said, and added "From the south. Far, far Sou';h" . 
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7 

Nationalism had obviously toucned her. I turned back to her. 

"No, 11 I said. 

"Why you don' t like?" 

11 I don ' t say I don ' t like. 11 

"But you don' t like?" 

I showed her my teeth , African- wise , \✓hich is neither smile 

nor grimace but a bler:ding of the two . 

"You like Africa? 11 I asked. 

Now it was her turn to show me her teeth. There was a flicker 

of feeling in her eyes then they went dead again. She nodded. I 

had established my claim. Only outsiders liked or dislilced Africa. 

It was too watery an emotion for the African. Ancl Africa , to him 

or her - until a dif'ferent brand of sophistication was acquired -

was his or her little piece of the African earth. 

I left the mammy trader and carried on up the smelly and hot 

street. Much and little had passed between us . Out to sea some 

fishing boats apneared on the skyline . About me were the citizens 

of Accra and of the Gold Coast thc. t vms to become Ghana. Some wore 

the cloth of the country - the men lool<.ing like pint sixe citizens 

of ancient Rome painted black and the women looking extraordinarily 

masculine - and others wore western dress . 

A few minutes before I was due at the Prime Minister ' s office 

I flagged a taxi and simply said : "Kwame ' s office" . 

A pale brown West Indian miss was the Prime Minister ' s 

secretary. 
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She welcomed me as though I was a V.I . P. The Prime Minister had 

not come back from a conference yet. This tribal business was 

taking up a lot of his attention. She told me with indignation 

how the subjects of the King of Ashanti, the Asantehene , had to 

crawl on their bellies for a distance of some twenty yards into the 

royal presence , how reactionary the tribal chiefs were anci how 

tr-ibalism had to give way or there would be no progr·ess . This hatred 

of tribalism was a newly espoused cause for her and she dilated on 

i t vii th all the fervent passion of the newly converted. If she 

was any indication then Nkrumah was very worried about the opposition 

the tribesmen were offering his western- ctyle Convention Peoples 

Party. 

A number of people came in. The lady stopped her dia.tri be 

against the tribes. She introduced me to Krobo Edusei (later 

Minister of the Interior in the independent Ghana) and Kofi Baako , 

a hard- faced , cold-eyed little man, the party ' s secretary and 

political theorist ( who later became Minister of' Information) . 

Then there was some bus tle and the Prime Minister arrived. 

In something just over five minutes he had seen and dealt with 

these officials and I was ushered into his office. It was a big, 

pleasant, cool room. 

Nkrumah came round his big official desk , took my hand and led 

me to a settee near the window. The now famous smile lit up his face . 

This poised , relaxed man vnth the hint of guarded reserve 

about him was a far cry f rom the friend I had last seen in England 

nearly eight years earlier. For me , the most striking change of 

all were in his eyes. They re:flected an inner tranq_uilii ty which 

was the one thing the Nkrumah in Europe never· had. Then his eyes 
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mirrored a burning i nner conflict and tension. 

As we exchanged greetings, felt each other out with small 

talk in an attempt to bridge the gap of years, my mind went back 

to our London days and another :friend of' mine and Nkrumah' s whose 

fate has turned out the complete opposite to that of Nkrumah. It 

has been a very different Nkrumah that other friend and I had got 

to know. 

Even his name had been subtly different then. He had been our 

friend l<'rancis Nkrumah , an African student recently arrived from 

the United States and he had not seen Africa for a decade and more. 

He had Q.uiclcly become a part of London ' s African colony and had 

joined our little group , the Pan- African Federation, in our protests 

against colonials im. He was much less relaxed than most of us . He 

seemed consumed by an internal restlessness that led him to evolving 

sone of the most :fantastic schemes. ~he president of our federation 

was an Ti:ast African named Johnstone Kenyatta , the most relaxed , 

sophisticated and 11 westernised11 of the lot of us . Kenyatta enjoyed 

the per·sonal friendship of some of the mo Gt distinguish names in 

English political and intellectual society. He was subtle, subtle 

enough to attacn a person ' s principles bitterly and retain that 

person ' a friendshi1J. He fought the British as in:perialists but 

was aff ecti ona te towards them as friends. 

It was to t nis balanced and extrenely cultured man that Francis 

Nkrumah proposed that we form ourselves into a secret society called 

The Circle , that each of us spill a :few drops o:f our blood into a 

bowl and so take a blood oath of secrecy und dedication to the 

emancipation of Africa. 

Johnstone Kenyatta laughed at the idea; he scoffed at it as 
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r iDualistic childish juju. He conceived of the struggle for 

African freedom in modern 9 twentieth- century terms with no ritualistic 

blood nonsense. 

In the end Francis Nkrumah drifted away from us and started 

his own little V'est African group in London. We were too tame 

and slow for him. He was an angry young man in a hurry. 

Then the call came and he went back to his part of Africa. 

Nkrumah' s call had come from a western educated Doctor of Philosoplj.y 

who, Wright later learned with amazed disbelief, still worshipped 

at the shrine of hLs ance8tors . This gentleman was the head of the 

most important political organizations in the Gold Coast . 

Francis Nkrumah then became Kwame Nk:rumah. After a period 

of time he broke away from the respectable organization of successful 

professional and businessmen, took to native cloth and formed his 

own organization. He set himself' at the head of the largely tribal 

populace and dabbled in blood ritual. There was some violence , a 

spell in prison, and then self- government with Nkrumah emerging as 

t he f i rst African Prime Minister in a self- governing'British African 

territory. 

Tr ibal myths grew up around Nkrumah. He could make himself 

i nvisible at will. He could go without food and sleep and drink for 

longer spells than ordinary mortals can. He was , in fact, the 

reincarnation of some of the most powerful among the ancestral 

spirits. He allowed his feet to be bathed in blood. 

By the time I visited the Gold Coast the uneasy alliance between 

Nkrumah and the tribal chiefs had begun to crack. A weelc or so 

before my arrival Nkrumah had threatened that unless the tribal 

chiefs co- operated with his government in turning the Gold Coast into 
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an efficiently run modern twentieth century state he would make 

them :bun so hard that they would leave their sandals behind them. 

This was a deliberate and calculated insult against the tribal concept 

that a chief' s bare feet must never touch the earth. 

That was the beginning of the secret war. Nkrumah t hought 

he would win it easily. He was wrong. The chief's have not run. 

Instead they have effectively kept him our of Ashanti . Their 

opposition is more clearcut today than it was f'i ve years a~o. Some 

of his own followers, like Joe Appiah who married the daughter of 

the late Sir Stafford Cripps , have defected to the tribalis t s . They 

are biding their time ; waiting and watching. 

And they have, negatively, scored their victories too . They 

hcJ.ve forced Nkrumah to adopt methods which, as a twentieth century 

Laski socialist, he sh011ld condemn and have no truck with. They 

have pushed him to a po:tition where his regime is, today , intolerant 
/ 

of opposition. The tribal society brooks no opposition. Nkrumah' s 

government banishes its most active opponents . As a western man 

leading a western style government he justifies this as a temporary 

expedient. But his less sophisticated. Ministers like Krobo Edusei 

frankly talk the trioal language of strength , frankly express the 

tribal impulse to destroy those who are ont of step with the 

currently accepted group mores . 
co 1 

And as we talked in Nl{rumah' F'; office that hot August day in 

Accra , my mind kept slipping uack to my encounter , a year earlier , 

with our mutual friend Jomo or Johnston Kenyatta , now a prisoner- in­

exj.le in his native Kenya. Signi~icantly , though we mentioned many 

friends , both Nkrumah and I avoided mentioning Kenyatta throughout 

our talk. I had made up my T'lind not to mention him first . I had 

hoped Nkrumah would. He did not : which impressed Kenyatta all the 
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more forciblJr on my consciousness as I sat in the comf'ortable office 

of the Prime Minister of the Gold Coast. 

- 2 -

I had , a year earlier , i1.own up to Kenya from Soutn Af'rica and 

I had felt terribly depressed as I got off the pla.e . Things had 

grown so much uglier in the Union. The barricades had gone up in 

the ugly war of colour. When I had left South Africa in the dim 

and distant past there had been isolated islru1ds where black and 

white had been able to meet in neutral territory. When I had gone 

back in 19:,2 the islands had been submerged under the rising tide of 

colour hatreds and I had been glad to g_ui t tho.t dark , unhappy land 

which yet compe:led my love. 

It was in this mood that I had got off the pla~e. I hGd not 

seen my friend Johnstone Kenyatta f' or years . He h..;.d left .J:urope 

in 1946 and I had not heard trom him since. 

Now, there he was, just outside the air-port terminal building, 

leaning on a heavy ca.,.e , bigger than I remembered him in Europe, 

paunchy , his face looking puff'y. And behind him was a huge crowd 

of Africaps. I began to move towar ds him when a le·m- faced, lean­

hipped white colonial administrator type suddenly appeared bestde 

me and said : 

"Mr. Abrahams". 

I stopped and thought : Oh Lord. 

Kenyatta also came forward. Both men ignored each other. 

Lean- face introduced himself and said the Colonial Office had alerted 

them that I was coming to do some writinP, for the London Observer 

and they had dra\•,n up a provisional schedule for me. Had I done 

anything abont accomodation? Before I could answer Kenyatta 
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murmured: 

"You are staying with me , of course" . 

I was acutely conscious of the cro·;1d of Af•ricans in the background. 

A question of " face" was involved. Suddenlv the old detachmen.t that 

I remembered from Europe was back in Kenyatta ' s eyes . They seemed to 

say "You ' ve got to choose, pal ; let' s see how you choose". 

Lean- face said: "We ' ve got something se t up for you for tomorrow and-­

"I live in the bush , " Kenyatta completed. 

It suddenly dawned on me that I had become , for the mo 1ent , the 

battlefield of that horrible animal , race relations . I made up my 

mind , resenting both sides but still acutely conscious of the crowd 

of Africans in the oackground. 

"I' ve promised to spend this weelcend with Lr. Kenyatta , " I said. 

Lean- face was graceful about i t . I promised to call at the 

Secretariat f i rst thing on Monday morning. He gave me a copy of the 

schedule that had been p r epared for me and wondered , sotto voce , 

whether I kne'1 what I was lett i ng myself in for . Kenyatta assured me 

that I would be perfectly safe , that nobody was going to cut my 

throat. I was aware that they were talking to each other th~ough me. 

I was aware that they knew that I wus aware and that made me oad­

tempered. 

"Then I ' ll say goodnight , Mr. Abrahams ," Lean- face said pointedly 

to me. 

As soon as he was out of' hearing Kenyatta be1an to curse. 

"It 's good to see you again , Johnstone. " I gripped his hand. 

"Jomo , 11 he murmured. "Like in my book". 

The hint of' ironic speculation was baclc in his eyes. A slightly 

sar donic, slightly bitter smile played on his lips. 
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"Welcome to Kenya , 11 he said; then , ~bruptly: "Come , meet the 

leaders of my people. They ' ve been waiting long. " 

We moved f'orward and the crowd gathered about us . Jomo made 

a little speech in Kikuyu which he then translated for my be'1efit . 

A little old man , ancient as the h ills , with huge holes in his ears , 

then welcomed me on behalf or the land and its pvopie . Joma 

translated. 

After this we all bundled into the fleet oI' rattling old cars and 

set off _or the Kilcuyu reserve in the heart of the Africa bush. 

Kenyatta became silent ann strangely remote during the journey. 

We stopped at the compound of the old chief where other membera 

of the tribe a :,ai ted to welcome me. By this time the reception 

committee had p-rown to a few hundred. About me , pervadi11r; the air, was 

the smel.L of' burning flesh. Bef'ore I entered. the house a drink 

v,as handed to me, one was handed to the old chief a11d one to Kenyatta. 

The old man muttered a brief i ncantation, spilled half of his drink 

on the earth , "libating" the earth. Jomo and I followed suit; then 

the three of us down our drinks and entered the house. 

A general feasting and drinking then commenced, botr~ insicle and 

outside the house. The smell of' burning meat wus a young cow being 

roasted in my honour. I was getting a full ceremonial t r ibal welcome. 

The important digi1i taries of the tribe slipped into the room in 

twos and threes, spoke to me through Kenyatta ror a t·ew moments , and 

then went away , making room for others to slip in 311d slip out again. 

"Africa doesn ' t seem to change, " Kenyatta murmured between 

dignitaries . There was a terrible undercurrent of bitterness behind 

the softly murmured words . I was startled by it and looked at his 

face . For a fleeting moment he had looked like a trapped , e aged 

animal. He saw me looking at him and quickly composed his face into 
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a slightly sardonic humourous mask. 

"Don' t loolr t oo closely" he murmured. 

And s till the dignitaries :filed in , had a drink, spoke t h~ir 

welcome to me and went out . 
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The ceremonial welcome reached its high point about midnight. 

Huge chunks o:f the roasted cow were brought in to us and we gnawed 

at the almost raw, red ,eat oetween swigs of liquor. Outside, there 

was muted drurmning. Voices were gettinfr lou,{der by the hour. 

Suddenly , in the midst of a lon - winded speech by an immensely 

dig:nif:Led asai Chief f'rom a neiphbo11ring and f'riendly tribe, 

Kenyatta jumped up, grabbed his heavy cane and half st·1ggered to 

the door. 

" Come, Peter," he called. 

Everybody was startled. It was clear that he had made up his 

mind to leave the ceremonial welcome party. I hesitated. He raised 

his cane and beckoned with it. I k ew that this would be a terrible 

breech of tribal ettiquette. 

"Come, man! " he snappea . 

I got up and became aware of' the sudden silence that had 

descended on the huge gathering. By some strange magic everybody 

seemed to know that something had gone wrong. 

11 tTomo ," I said. 

11 I can ' t s tan cl any more" he snapped. "Come! 11 

I :followed him to the door . I knew the discourtesy we were 

inflicting on the tri 1:: e . I also knew that my fr-Lend was at brea};:ing 

point. We walked through the crowd of people , got into Kenyatta ' s 

car and drove off into the night . 

He took me to his home. It was big , sprawling, empty place on 

the brov1 of a hill. The African moon was big and yellow , bathj_nP' 
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the land in a subdued light that almost achieved the brilliance 

of· dayli nt . The house had nothing in it to make f'or comf'ort. There 

were hard wooden chairs, a f'ew tables and only the bed in the bedroom. 

There were no books , none of' tne normal amenities of' western 

civilization. When we arrived t'..o women err.erged f'rom somewhere in 

the back and hovered about ·in the shadows. They brought in liauor 

but I never got a clear glimpse of' eithelbf them. My friend's 

anguish of spirit was such that I did not want to ask any ~uestions. 

We sat on the verandah and drank steadily and in silence until we 

were both mise1•ably, depressin[ly drunk. And then i{enyatta began 

to speak in a low , bitter voice of' his :frustration and of the isolated 

position in which he f'ound himselr. 

He had no f'r·i ends. 'l'he re was no one in the tribe who could give 

him the kind of' intellectual companionship wl'.ich had become so 

important to him in his years in Europe. The things that were 

important to him, consequential conversation, the drink which was a 

social ac tivity rather than the intention to get drunk , the concepts 

of individualism, the i nviolability of' the privacy of' the individual -

all these were alien to the tribesmen whose leader he was :and in 

whose midst he lived. The people who could answer his needs as a 

western man had erected a barrier of' colour against him in spite 

of' the .i.'act that the taproots of their culture had become the taproots 

of his culture too . So Kenyatta, the western man, was driven in on 

himself and was forced to assert himself in tribal ter:ns . For it 

was only if he oper a ted on terms comprehensible to the tribesmen 

that they would f'ollow him and so give him h:is position of' power 

and importance as a leader. To live without roots is to live in 

hell and no man chooses voluntarily to live in hell. And since the 
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western men in his land , f'or reasons of colour and position, denied 

him access to those th:.ngs which competes the life of· a western man 

he had been forced back into tri ba:.ism from wi1ich he had so paj ,...fully 

free himself over the years. 

None of this was stated explicitly that ni-'sht by either Kenyatta 

or myself. But it was there in his brooding bitter commen tar:r on 

both the tribes and the white settlers of land. 

For me Kenyatta bec3111c that night, a man who in his ovm life 

nersonified the terrible tra,..edy of' Africa and the terr•ible secret 

war that rages in it. 

It was largelv as a result of thBt depressing night with Kenyatta 

as well as what I saw in the land late ... , that I confidently predicted 

on my return to England the ugly vi olence that broke out two months 

after iny visit and shocked the world. Kenyatta was both the v~ctim 

of' tribalism and a westernism gone sick. His heart and mind and body 

were the battlefield of t h e terrible conf'l ict known as the !liau- Mau 

revolt long before it became actuality in that beautiful land. The 

tragedy is that he was so rarely g~fted, could have made such a 

magnifj_cent contribt tion in othe,... circumstances. 

\ifuen I left :mcrumah r wondered how, despite his apparent assurance, 

he would emerge from h s approaching encounter with trilJali ni . He 

has already abandoned many democrat~c nroctices in his fight against 

it . But the great encounter hus still to come. How much better 

than Kenyatta will he fare in that ercounter? . 
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What then is tri bal man? Perhaps the most important single 

characteristic of a man in the tribal state is the fact that he 

is not an individual in the western sense. Psychologically and 

emotionally he is the present living personirication of a nu.rnber 

of :forces among the most important of' which are the ancestral dead. 

The dead have a powerful hold on the livinc. They control and 

regulnte the lives and activities of' the living from the grave. 

They hand out the rules and codes by which the living conduct 

their daily affairs . If there is a dr·ou[h t , ii" there is a famine, 

it is a sign of the wrath of the ancestors because somf':;one has 

broken some r•ule of the tribe, some law laid dovm by the ancestral 

dead. There will be no peace, no order , no prosperity in the tribe 

until the ancestors a1~e appeased. And so the Chief ' calls the 

\-;hole tribe to a meeting ·where the guilty ones will be "smelled" out. 

Everyone in the vi ~lage would be p resent. Neither man , r,oman nor 

child would think of not obeying the sum.rnon~. They v.ould form a 

circle with the witch- doctors or medicine- man and the drummers to 

the fore. The "smelling" out would begin with the drums . The a.r•ums 

are a l~ey factor in African life. The insistent throbs of the drums 

would call the people to the gathering on an almost momentous and 

placid key at first , but working on the emotions . When all the 

people are assembled the throbbing of the drums would increase. They 

would beat in tune to the heartbeats of the human circle. The 

vdtchdoctor dressed in lion or leopard skin sometirn,_~s monlcey skin -

would stand near the drummers . His face would be painted in bold 

streaks of colour: white , blaclc , red. There \·,ou.ld be criss- crossing 

lines on his body too. 

He wanders about the centre o i' the circle almost idly at 
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first . Every now and then he pauses ar.d looks straight into 

someone's eyes and keeps on looking. :B'or the person lo 1lced at 

19 

this is an encounter with rate . Few if' any ever stare back. 'fheir 

eyes slide past his face or go glazed. They fear but are not 

.mpposed to fear. They l<:now the ancestors are just, t:i:1at the innocent 

are never punished , so there is no reason for fear. The fact of' 

fearing is therefore an acknowledgement o:f the fact of guilt. It is 

not necessary for a nan to know the nature of' his guilt to be guilty. 

If he is not guilty there would be no fear in his mind , therefore 

the fact of his fear pronounces nis gui:t. 

The tempo of' the drums i ncr eases. The witchdoctor begins to 

dance, slowly at first. The ten~o of the drumbeats work on the 

heart- beats of the human circle. The vri tchdoctor begins to talk 

in a high- pitched nasal voice. Spirits al ways talk through their 

noses . The drums and the incantations go on and on, get tine faster 

and wilder· , dominating the hearts and minds 01 a 1 the circle. People 

begin to tremble and shiver. Some drop down in a trance and lay 

moaning on the ground. Everyone is possessed by the frenzy or the 

drums. The spirits o:f the ancestors are abroad. 

Suddenly the drums stop. The wli.tchdoctor stands fixed for a 

dreadf\11 moment that seems wi tllout end, Then he pounces. He grabs 

his victim and drags him or her into the centre of the circle. The 

victim does not resist , does not protest. The ancestors are always 

just. 

There may be one, there may be many victims. But once the 

victi m or victims are "smelled" out the hypo tic spell of the drums 

are broken. People relax. Their hearts beat normal l;y once more. 
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Now the ancestors will be propitiated and they themselves freed of' the 

evil which beset them. Now the famine or the drought or t t e plague 

or whatever had beset the land will depart f'rom it. And so , while the 

v ictim or victims are put to death , the rest of the tribe celebrates 

the passing of the ~reat evil . 

It may be that in this particular village the spirits of the 

ancestors rest in• a sacred tree. In that cas e the victim would be 

tsJcen to that tree and executed there so that the ancesto:es cant aste 

his blood. Dr his heart may be cut out and put a t the foot of' the 

tree. Or it may;be that the spirits of the ancestors have entered 

the body of' a snake thuR making it sacred. In that case the living 

victim would -oe taken to the snake and le:ft there, bound, to be 

executed by the ancestor's through the body of' the snake. Ot iD may 

be that the village is on the edge of' a lake and on death the spirits 

of' the ancestors enter the body of a crocodile . In that. case the 

victim vould be fed to the crocodiles . 

The snake is a very popular symbol in certain areas of \'/est 

Africa. The crocodile is a particularly important sacred symbol near 

the lakes-- of' Central Africa. Wherever the spirits of the ancestors 

may be - and they are always in some living ru1imal or plant - it is 

there that the victim is taken to propitiate the ancestors and so 

f'ree the rest of the tr.ibe of the disaster- that has beset it . 

Another key characteristic of tribal man i~ that his society is 

exclusive and not , like western society , inclusive. The liNes are 

drawn very clearly, very sharply. A.nyoody ·who is not an 11 insider" 

is an enemy , actually or potentially; is someone to dis tr1 ... s t , someone 

to fear, someone to keep at bay. There is no choice, no volition 

about this . It is something that has been laid down , something 
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is its head and all authority over the family is vested in him. He 

settles all family disputes, gives or witholds land and cattle, gives 

or witholds consent to marriases. 

But although the family head is vested with all authority custom 

demands that he "hears" the voices of' all the adult males before he 

hands out an important decision. The Di t 11al of "hearing" the voices 

of the other male adults is elaborate. 

"( once witnessed the elaborate ritual of "hearing" at a Ped i 

village on the bor·d.ers of northern South Africa and Southern Rhodesia. 

The Bapedi are a small tribe which came into being as an o:fi"shoot 

of the great Ma tabele na tion- trine which achieved the peak of' its 

power during the latter part of the 18th and early pDrt of the 19th 

centur"IJ. The Matabele held undisputed swa.v over an area roughly 

the size of' Western Europe ID1til thej_r power was smashed jn the 

violent encounter with the Boer trekkers in the 18°?0s and 18. .. 0s . 

In their northward retreat from the advancing Boers, little villa~es 

of 6tragglers came into beinP, . 

These became, in time, the isolated Pedi vill-3ges on the northern 

borders of south Africa. 

At this particular village, a young man, the third son by the 

fourth wife, had decided to take a young woman f'or wife. •He had seen 

her work in the fields and had li~ed her speed and deftness. He had 

seen her moving, strai~1t-backed and graceful, with a heavy pitcher 

of' river ·Nater on her head and he had admired her brave thighs and 

the ltnes of strength of her neck and arms. He had thought to himself : 

That one will uroduc e s trong sons , and many of them , not a few 

weaklings. He had watched her secretly. He had arranged to cross 

her path "accidentally" a few times. He had saluted her and she had 
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ordained by the ancestral dead. The tribal society is therefore 

possibly the most exc,Alsive society in the twentieth- century- world. 

If you are not in the tribe , there is no way into it. If you are 

in it , there is no way out of it except death. To break the rules 

of the tribe is to count death. Dissent is not recognized. To diusent 

is to presuppose a society which recognizes individualism. The tribe 

does not recognize individualism. 

The inward nature of the tribal pattern begins with the family , 

the foundation of the triba~ ingroup. But even the frunily is no 

simple affair. A man' s family can be made up of his father, his 

father ' s first, second and third wives there mn...v be more - and the 

children of these . One or more of these women may be a wife or 

wives of a brother of his father's v1ho had c'lied. A man inherits 

the wives and children of n • s brothers who have died. The wives then 

become his ,vi ves, the children of his br~ther become his child.ren, 

brothers and sisters to his own children by his own wife. Then there 

are the children ' s children. These and the old people, the grandparents 

make up the immediate family , the heart of the ingroup. Then there are 

the fa,dlies related to his family by ~lood ties, the families of 

uncles , cousins. The be have the srune complex structure of many wives 

and brothers and sisters, many of whom are inherited. The blood 

link is generally carried through the males , though there nave been 

rare occasions in the past, when women have ruled the tribes, when 

the blood linli: hns been throur,h the f'ernale side. A grou:9 of' such 

blood- related families make up the clan. Clans have been knovm to 

be big eno tf;h to make up whole villages of' people who are related 

by blood. 

The senior male member of the family, the grandfather or father, 
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responded il!l a whispered murmur vri t11 head downcast and had gone away. 

Modesty , industry and the ability to bear c.11ilcu::>en ar-e the three 

most i mportant v irtues of a tribal maiden. 

When he had satisfied himself that she was the wom~n he wanted 

confided h..:.s intentions to one or two of' n;.s closest friends under 

the strictest pledge of secrecy. They then spied out the land I"or 

him, dropped a :few hints to the irl to :find out her reactions , illlcl 

investigated whether ther·e were any rivals in the field. 1'here Here 

none in this case. I f there had been things mi ght have been 

complicated. The rival might have been wealthier , or 0.1. a senior 

age- group , or might have been someone whose family was closer to the 

ruling chief and who thus had poJitical strings to uull. To compete 

against such a man might result in rejection and the humiliation 

and shlili11e wnj_ch accompanies it . Or it might start of'f' a feud between 

the families and perhaps the clans of the two suitors. All this the 

third son o:f the fourth wife would have had to take into considert,,tion 

before ma in.g a decision if there had been a rival in the field. 

Generally , he will decide against inviting trouble. In tJis case 

there were no rivals . 

After the preliminaries, in which his friends and , possibly, 

a favourite young sister II spoke" to the girl for him, he apuroached 

the head of his family formally and announced his intention of takin g 

a wife. Th~ head of the family then called the rest of: the adult 

males to a conference which went somethinE,; lilce this : 

Head of t'he family : "This young man has come to me with a matter 

on wht ch I would hear you. Speak young man." 

Young man , impassively: " I want to take a wif'e. 11 

There was a humorist in the family , an old uncle who liked his 

drink. He came up with: "What f'or? " This drew hoots of' lau hter 
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from the rest. For a spell the young man was subjected to 

unmerciful teasing. 'A woman brought in beer and everybody drank. 

After a spell of nonsense things were bl'ough t to order. 

Head of the f•amily : "Enough! This is a matter of moment . So 

you would take a vvife. Tell us, who is this woman? Of what tribe 

is she? Who is her fatherf Tell us of' her family" . 

The young man then nruned the girl and the men entered into a 

detailed discussion 01' the girl ' s family, their :possession.-J in land 

and. cattle , -their position in the tribe, their past. There was a 
' -

frank listing of the things in their favour and the things against 

them. After this the head of the f'amily invited opinions individually. 

And one by one the men snid "I approve" or "Let it be arranged" or 

"So be it" or uttered a simple 11 Yes11
• 

Then came the very important question of agreeing on what some 

people call "the bride price" . In the tribe itself this is not 

considered as in any sense "buying" the bride. It is considered as 

a reasonable reward to the girl ' s farnily f'or having brought her up , 

fed her, clothed her and trained her in order, later, to go and labour 

in another man's fields and bear him children and serve him in all 

things. 

The size of the reward to the girl's :family was determined by 

the economic status of -ooth families , the number 01· cattle they had, 

the number of fj_e" ds in corn and so forth . The man in this particular 

Pedi :family agreed on six cows and ten bags of' corn as their limit . 

The young man h:::i.d two cows of his own. An uncle agreed to contribute 

one. Everybody else chipped in with a bag or two of' corn. The head 

of' the f'amily agreed to contribute two cov1s , making up the agreed total 

of' six. 

Af'ter this important point had been settled the senior woman 
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member of the frunily was called in and instructed to arrange the 

marriage talks . She took three other women with her and called on 

the women of' the gL:·l ' s family and informed them of the situation. 

The girl was called in and examined by the women of the young man' s 

family. An important aspect of the examination was to find out 

whetner she was s till"untouched11
, still a virgin. hen the women 

had satisfied themselves that the girl was a virgin , modest , obedient , 

hardwor.r~ing , they reported back to their men. 

A male deputation from the young man ' s fa il;y, led by the head 

and including the young man, then called on the male 11efl1bers of the 

girl ' s family who had had their own detailed conference about the ooy 

nad his family by then. 

Tbe suoject was approached in a long- winded , roundabout manner 

with a great deal of elaborate speech- making. Eating and drinking 

was on a fantastic scale, with each group of men out to prove that 

they could eat and drinlc better than the other group. It took two 

and a half days of momUinental hingeing before they caome to the point 

and the f irst o=·fer was made. And during thi s time the visitors were 

" lent" women for their nightly rest. 

The head of the young man ' s farniJ.y opened the bargaining wi t..ri: 

11Well now , my brother , to the business in hand. Would you like 

three of our fattest cows and five bags of corn9 I gave no more than 

two cows for my first wife and see how well she has served me. A 

fair offer, heh? 

The head of' the girl's :family shook with mock: laughter till tears 

ran down his face and gasp : 

"Hear how my brother mocks ! Is he not funny? 1
' 

And the men of his family agreed and joined in the laughter. And the 

women bronP-ht more beer and -riore 1·ood. Prominent among the servers was 
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was the young girl whose hand was sought. 

At last , when everybody nad had their fill of' eating and drinking 

and talking , the matter was settled at the fi gure aCTreed by the 

young man's 1•amily. 
was • 

Later the cattle/driven into the kraal or compound o:r:· the girl ' s 

family then were examined and approved; the ba~s of' corn were counted 

and s tored. And then the boy and his wife and the men of' his family 

returned to their ovrn compound. 

For her first night with her i.usband the otner women of' the family 

attended or the new wife , prepared her couch. The old women gave her 

advice on how to please her man , f·orgettlng that she had been taught 

all this at the initiation school; the young man also received 

unnecessary advice . 

Afte~ that first n i ght she becclPle just one o~ the many women of' 

the compound. She found her greatest co~panionship among the women. 

With them she worked in the fields and in the compound and looked 

after the children. 

In time she will bear childre:i which she will share wt th all the 

other women as they share their children with her. There will be no 

special separate and exclusive e -.istence f'or herself' and her husband. 

They will oe part of the corrnnunal compound, private only in their hut 

at nights . 

Their children will grow up as part of' the communal compound , ·,10t 

"belonging" to them and with them in the exclus i ve sense in which west~rn 

children "belong'' with and to their parents. Ti1e i'amily is the rrother . 

that shapes consciousness, the ::t·emily is the father that shapes 

consciousness. The pattern of' loyalties, of' emotional and psychological 

com.~itments is to the family but not essentially to the woman- mother 

and man- father who begot the child. 
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In t ime her husband might take another ~~fe , other wives . 

In tine his family ~ ·ht row so big that he m~ght build a compound 

of his won. He mi_ght inherit the \Jives of uis bro the rs . One day he 

"lend" hi s first wLf'e to a f•riend to spend the night with hil"1. She 

would know how not to bear a child by a man w 10 i not her husband. 

SeK has its place. It is imnortant to the bearin~ of chilnren. Apart 

from that it is unimportant , a brief moment of' pJeasure , a relaxing 

of a man be __ ·ore sleep so that hi.s sleep is deen and rel::1:c • ng . But 

' there is sifnificance to the fi.,.•st time, to the piercing and openinc 

of that d"'.rk unkno m wor., d w ich will brirli :r:orth life ......• 

This PP.di pat tern of· a 11 he8.rinr" and of hm: a marria ·e is 

arranged is universal in Bantu Arrica in its broad outlines. From 

the Congo across Eastr--rn Africa down to central and southern Arrica 

it is broadly the same. ,.,,here are variations , of' course, but are not 

fundamental . It v:ould be impossible in :bh e space of' the relatively 

s .ort essay to sketch in the great variety of detail to be found 

betFeen one tribe and another , across the len th and b1,eudtn of a 

continent the size of Africa with its two hundred million peonle. 

In some of' the tribes, polycarny .has given ~.a,r to monor-amy even 

,mer~ Christianity or Isl.am, or western ideas in P'enera.:i.. have made no 

impact. In other tribes , the Kikuyu of T(pnya are a signif•icant 

ex.ample , the ins t i tu tion of· chief'tainship had given way to rule by 

a council of' elders until the British re- instituted chie1'ta:!.nship for 

thei1° own political convenience - or so it seemed at the time. In 

what was French Guinea until the trt esmen there voted a ainst DeGaulle ' s 

new constitution , triba 1sIJ1. had , to an extent , made room f'or the special 

und intimate relationship between the child and his i.•oman- mother and 

man- f'ather . This was bro ·ht out in Camapa Laye ' s s ens i tively 

percepi.,ive autobio raphy "The dark Child11
• Ana some tribes, like the 
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Baganda of: Uganda , have evolved to the point where they ha:ve a king 

and a Lukiko or parliament; but this has come about after generations 

•1otv. • thstanding , the :pattern I lluve outlined is still basic of the 

ma~ority of tribes up and down the continent. 

Another and most vit3l factor in the life oft ·ibal man is his 

attitude to life and death. Neither life nor death is ever wholly 

accidl 1t.al . Disaster is never natural . These are brou;..rht about 

by the- good and evil spirits all around. us . The evil sp i rits are 

preoccupied with bringinG: disaster on the tribe : The ·ood with 

prot;ectinc: the tribe. It is as thou h a man ' s existence is a slight. 

pawn in the hirrh jinks bei ng played out in the spi1·i t world. Some 

of this has been brou ht out by Amos Tatuola in his fantastic movels 

on • 'est African lif•e. To achieve their ends the evil suiri ts enter 

the bodies o::: ordinary human beinr1 s and work their evil throu h them. 

~o fi ht the evil spirits the good spirits enter the bodies of 

wi tc:h octors. 1rhe auestion of life and death are thus taken out 

of the hanas of mortal men. 

The world o~ trihal man is so dominated bv the spirits that 

some tribes will not eat birds because of the spiritq that are in 

them; some vlill not eat fish; some are vegetarians; some eat meat 

only. 

,.,,ribal man is hemmed in , imnrisoned by his ancestors. What he 

does, what he does ~ot donas been predetermined for him by the dead. 

His hor-izons are only as wid_e as the ancestral dead per·mi t . He is 

also protected by the ancestral dead. The rules 're such that there 

are no·orphans in the tribe , no misfits, no neurotics . And of course , 

the ancestral dead are hos tile to change. 

This then is the II oblique , the hard to k.now man", whom Richard 

Wright encountered on his first visit to i~t•rica. :ae i the man who 
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raised Nkrumah to power. He is the nan whose pressures led Jomo 

Kenyatta to the Mau Mau and then to his lonely exile. He is the 

man who wi11· have a crucial say in tle future of' itf'rica. 

The ancestral deu.d notwi.thstandin~ ,- c'lanr;e is imposed on him, 

how he reacts to the change , will have a power:ful bearing on tomorrow' s 

Africa. 

If the men inaugurating the new ways have the sense ru1d the 

patience to preserve the :finer oualj ties o:f the old. ways and 1use 

these with t he new, then we can expect something magnificently new 

out of Africa. 

. . . . . . . . 
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Granny Poteroe w s my moth• ' e aunt by marriage. Sha 
,,,..a sna.11, .>h .. ck us ni ;ht , .. nd 1.00J,rleoo. He ... • f'.. ... c '"' ,me so 
wrinkl0d, i t ns imposoiblc u O noo thi-ough tho i'olds of' loono flesh 

nd get u })ictui·o oJ its e 1 ..... o She wor • tho numbcr-lo .:-o 
pottico.ltc or her ~ 11O1•utioa. This s,.ollod her fu;u ... •o t o o. 
thicknoqs thu~ made her ti1y :r~ce 0001 oddlJ out of pl~c r . 
I n r er1ono, bor shrivellrd- up litt l e JOdM looked lif'~lcss. But 
sl10 11 d ah..irp, ohrc,;d oyoc t'1o.t flickered in 11 direc ). ons 
and missod vory little. 

No,11 uo sho prooi ded ov r tt0 ~nip1=or- t ... ble , tho oil-lamp 
! .. ',J 1. the cen1,l""l coilin r.11 tor nhon\., :rul l on hor .1ito, peppor ­
corn curls. Her n h· z-p o3es lo .1ed out. of' h.or sht dO\,y f'u.co .. 
Uor ..;r nd- daughter, f t-ie litt l e full- fac ed durk brown •irl of' 
11 ... roe, o t nour. 

Granny Poterson finished sorving. we all stood i t h heads 
do nons1., \'hilo sho praJ~d. I t \/aa a lon.. pr iyor-. I t tcg~m 
·itn tho food we wero .. ii' out t o at. Tll ... n it . nt on t o th 1 

nouse, the c hic~.ens and the o_;;:;s tl1oy \"Jero to lay, the cow 
·rnd her ca.li"'- I t ovon romonbored tho doz Then Jl•unny 

1•0.yed :ro .. my motheJ.', my oi star, mysel f\ ..ind thn i101c of 
that branch of the f amily, O I,orJ '. Z'1o p1~ny"' ... o ... 

o r lJ. ''-' ,. t) ::.. .r .Ll, to rio r own. S 110 prayod 1 or hor son 
, h ') \iorked on that ' df>vi l ' s curt ' , the r•rli l vo.y . Sho usl:od 
Q')d , o opo.ro tho Lro.l ns ho went on. He h..id t wo children t o 
'f:c d und clothe. And thio, Do, r L o:"d, t•eminded her of thut 
r,ickcd o•nun •ho h'"d left hor r-o"J 1 t ~ t\·o y ounu ~irls 
and eono off \, i t h a nct hor .:i;,1n o the p lououreo 0 1 the evi l 
ci :;y. ' Yo11 kno J ,111.n to rlio .1th Guch us ho1 .. , O L ord, 1.'on ' t 
vo 1. You w1+1 punish hor , nJ ;:;hov; her that oin uv9 .... not 
pay •••• , 

By tho ~1mo Granny Pat erson h d f i nis ·~ praying , t he 
food was ~ryldf My mothor l ooked a~ bor ~ood, then at granny. 

' I'm sm•e tho Lord ould liko us t o have our f'ood hot , 
Auntio. ' 

1T ~1ank you , An"·olinu, bui.. I think I'v ' lived 1th tho Lord 
much l~neor than you havo. • 

I caught tho sha.do\1 of' u amilo on my r.:iother ' o i'ucc us she 
bent ov"'r her , ood. La 11.;htor- lovin • .Uaggi o chol,cpd a.nd 
boeJcd ~o bo excuood . 

{a \. ore half'- wuy t h1 .. ough our· rr. · l •ion t hero wus a 
knock ut 1 ,.e door. Thin...;s hapr encJ. fast. Gi-•anny ~ •hiskod 
·_, 'lo t ,o p '>ts undor the t od. The li tle r;ir l eat 1orod up h 
s1 oonr- and took them to t ,le .. ushinG- UP buckot in tho 
co1· ner.. Thvn ,ranny too11.. our h~lf'-outon p lutea of 1 oou and 
pu~nod them far back under tho bod . 
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' Now t .. lk un L 1ur;h! ' sh<"' snap ·ed. 

My mot hoi. a id somothiDiJ• I t wa s dr owned by Maggio ' s 
l u ughtor . Old gr anny openod hor lJ JUt h and cacR:lod a.way 
as t llough ~ n··1ne l y nmus ed b.Y so, rot ~ing funny 

The kn ock s oundod ago.in. 

' I t hink theI'e 9 s someone at tho dool:. ' 
loud onough for t hose outside to hoar. 

Granny ' s voi c o Tiu s 

My mot hor wont t o tho door. 
wi fe cnmo i n .. 

Tho location pri oot a nd his 

' We t hot:1l1t wo mi ht cul l on you t o- n i g ht , Sister Peterson , ' 
the pri est sai d ., 

' I t is very tilour;ht111 of you , Reverond. ' 

' But (1 o not l ot us lcoep you fr om what you were doi ng 9 ' ~ho . 
priest oaid, looxinc at tho baro tabl o und the ~ire wi th no nin~ 
on i t . • 

' Yos , ' the woMan caid. ' Ho."10 your supper and do mi nd us. ' 

' Wo huvo a l rendy oaton, ' cranny oaid. 
oit down.' 

~But do c omo and 

Tho p r iest bi t his l o or l ip a s t hough i n doep thought . 
' Any t hing ,;1r ong?' granny a sked. 

Tho j 1,1est "burnod to his '.Jif'o. 
' You- did t kc the modici ne t o tho sick old ~an, my doar ? ' 
A look or hoJ. r 01' sp1•aad ovc1"' the uoman ' s faco. 
' Doar God , f or z·ive mo. I f or t;ot . ' 
'I mu ... t. uok you to excuse us , " i s ~or, ' the pri ect said 
'I underst-nd, Ro erand, 9 ~r anny murmured. 
The:r hurriod out . 
' Sec if t hoy ' vo , ·on o, ' 1nan ny said. 
My r11other uont,. 
' They ' vo g ono , ' 
Gra~ny got t hn f ood fio~ under the 
' Scorns y ou uoro r i 3ht , An~ol inu. 

to wt.n t o t o oat v:arm :rood t o- ni ·h ~. 
tho p ot t o Vlru·m up . ' 

bed. 
Tho Good Lord s corns 
I'll put i t all b~ck into 
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' Why not p r ,y whil e i t 's war mi n~, • my mot he1~ oa id. 

A \ l c1-cocl ·11.nt ahouel'.! briefl y i11 gr an-iy' o cyoa. She pr .1ycd. 
Thor e as no nc$d f o . her t o remi nd God how h d t i moo 
we1 .. o. Uo kn~u. Uo know, too , t hut she hu d dona her ]Jest by 
the p r oachcr and hia wi :ro. Why 11 only t o-d 1y she llo.d ·1 lked 
ho~ p oo ... • ol d log s sic'c co l l e c ., in i'o:r· t he t l .. ouc hor' s r ent And 
sho ha f ed ~hem taroe t i mus t hi s \,oo -... And God knew how 
" i .J thoi r appet ites woro a nd ho 1 lit 1.1 l e silo hud.. Thero \ 1oro 
others llo -h d Moro. I t wa s up :. o Goel t o st i r t hoi r hearts so 
th .... t thoy , too, t ook a nharo i n supp ort ing the priest and his 
- ood wi 1 0 . And God had no ri ·ht t o b e angr y \,1 t h hor b e-
e~ use s iP c oulJ not , lik our· Lord J o<Jus /) f'ocd h l i' l• ht' \Jor ld . 
on fiv o loavos l...nd t \10 f ish.es. Any\lliy, God sno ld not f o ... ·et 
she as ~i vinc tho pri est a nd hi s ii f'o Ch istm~s d i nner 
t omorrow Au f'or this litt le thin£, o.i. r. o-nig b.t, woll, aha 
and God undor ot ood oach other. They b ot h know ghat 
h!lrd ti1i100 mt o.n t oven if younger p eop l e h. d sill f thou.3ht s., 
Amen. 

When w 
st 1.r t back. 
with 1or . 

had f' i nished our moal it w s time 1 or Mn ·gie t o 
tly mothor and I w_lked d o\ n t o tho station 

Tho cix duy o aftor Christm~ o ,;,ero d .... y s of g lory i n Vrodo-
doi .. p . The :-.;r .. 'id carniv 1 o.,:' c oono wa s t ile ho..irt- b ei-i. t of' t hos o 
d...i.ya. 

Thero wet•o s i x coon teumo i n Vrod odo1 .. p thut y ear . Each 
toam t1•ied t o outdo the others i n unif'or 1n, dancing unc sinr;-
ins . A t oam \1..1s made up 0 1 betwoC"n t onty .. tnd t h. i rty "'1on 
and b oy s . Thoir uniforms voro of' tho br i g ht ost a.ad shiniest 
silk r11t01 .. i a ls And eac h team w o1 .. o o. d i f'forent c o .1bino.t i on 
of' colours . 

My :J.1.•othtJr , Ho.rry , wa s a member of' the Tv10nt ioth Stroot 
toum. On my i' i rst ovon l ng back f'ror1 Krugerdorp, I tiatc hod 
h "'m droos His shi rt was t 1 i E.;ht r od , i "tll shini ng e;roon ru:f'fs 
..1nd Jroust 1,,ocl:ets A ...,roa n h..-ndlcorc ili of, t i ed pil"'uto 1aohion, 
cov rod his head. Ovor t r iE ho ,1oro a r ed straw I-tat uith 
thre e tall green fo.1t '1.crs. Whi t o i:l oves c overod hio hands. His 
knoo- b .. ?oec ho~ wore yollou, 11th ~l a ck p ipi ng . A broad pur-
ple sash c i r ~lod his wa i st . The ends n1 nts d O\m below hia l of't 
kneo. Ho ;, oro r od shoes \l i t h b i g nhi ni n,~ ·Jucklon, a nc l onL;; 
1hi "te st ockin s th .... t tucked undor his breeche s. Hi s c he eks 

~,are r ou.:;od .J.nd po Jdc rod.. Sido \"Jhi slcers and u r1 oustuc ho 
of burnt c ork c ompl eted 1ia turnout . 
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I n marching p os i tion, en.c h to~ .. 1 m do u t1•i ..... ne;le. Ther e 
.iero ei ih., ;uita.i-i cts i n a line. I n i'ront of them rm11_cd a. l i ne 
o:f' bunjo.i.sts. T hi a was sli.;ht l y shorter t':l.in the line• oi.' tho 
guituric-ts" Next c r10 t v o l inos o:f' bone p l uyors. Euc: tud :.m 
evonly ohapoa s:-L of' b onos in ea c h hJ.nd . They 1 ... tt l l,c. thc-se; 
pr oduc i n· n sound l i ke ~hat of caonanot s. Next c t-.,o tho tam- • 
b,mr ino pLtyoN1. T hoy comphitou t '.1(' or•c hestra. I n :rront of' 
thorn ;1e1•e no a. nccrs l) i n t'/o l int:s. Eac ,i d.:ince1 -! 1 .. ri ,d a 
ber ir>bonou ct1 c1c n'1i ch ho t wirled whi l C' p irouetting about 
tho otroot .. F i nal l y , theN' \1 s tho l ea.dar , ti1e ap0x of t ho 
tri angle. IIo \k, S i;no most c l u.,jor.itel , m de- up momber of' 
tho to,4m. Hi o unif'o1 .. □, t hoUt.:b. of' the same col our scl10mo, 
tJus d1:f'foront :f'rom that of' 1. ha rest of' th t~~o.n. Ho wos t he 
brightost in a ec.l ox y or bri ·ht :po .... cocl: s.. U.o did not do.nee 
ull d10 t imo, l i'ko t b.C' ot h i· s. But , 1Pn Ile 1.l :ld , [;l:<O t r:.wti st ry 
i nvadod tho mean street a oi Vrod ed or p , and a l l my wor ld 
camo out t~ w .... t c : i t i nd l o 0ar r iod m,u.y by a dugsu- sm~)k -
in..;, dicc-p l uyinc, Col oured b oy who, f or a b1,1e r □omont in 
ti11e , ci.l.r .t·ied tho E,ods of' rr c ano. bL.,o.u"by in !1is haar t anJ 
mi nd and twinkli ng f'cet. 

Al l th •ou,gh thooG s i x days, tho lucky mon , tho.,o at vork, 
rus'1·xl i.i~" !' nt the end oi tho day, ch.1n ·eJ qui ckly int o 
t hoi r car nival c lot hes, ~ nd hUl,ri ed t o t ho mootinu- ,l acos of' 
tho conn t;oamo .. Thero t hoy met the unr•m11lo. od who 1-iad 
whiled r.ho l ong clay away , w i t in 7 .to1· o.sE.onbl y t i me. The 
tea.ms i'~ll i n Tho guitars and banJos stl'uck up. Tho b onos 
c1ickcd.. Ti_1e taMbourines banP"ed and r att lod. A ,hi st lo 
b l ew. T ho team s t off' , down-the c ent .. ·9 o.f' the s t~eot . The 
l c>ader twi.;.•l cd hi s st ick . Those b ohi nd him danced . 

Thus, t hoy went up one street and down another . And t ho 
fol k or Vr odcdorp murched \,i th them., And sometimes, 'lon 
two t oams met, there \Jas a b .. i t t le oi' cl oci1c f or tho r i ght of' 
way . The te 1ms u ou l d st op, f'ucia~ oac ~ otbEr . And tho t , o 
l eader s v oul d dnnc0 agains t odc h ot h r . That a q a s i ght ! 
T hey •1.ir l ed lnl1 l 0u:pod; mado i ntricate patt ez•ns with t hoi r 
sticks; d~ncAd on thei r bri gtt l y col oured uandkerchiefc ; on 
thoi ... ~ bol lico; 01 theil· hands . Ri ...;ht of' way ent t o t. l vict or. 
Tho vanquisl1 d mude a :pa3s..1_,o .nu p l ay "'d t; 1113 v i c t or s 
ttu-ougtj. And oh , how tho v i c tor i ous l eader d rnced thn oueh 
that human passage! 

t'Ver y now a.nd then, a toam s"top od i n ·r r ont of a hou se. 
T'ley ttu.do a c i r cle. T ne g ita1•c a'1d banjon p l ayed t ill tho 

peo~lo of :~a hou~~ Stto8a~¥;~ so~n°eh&t0 ren ·~H Pi1B8H~ · andTbe 
i>f18..,J-~ '1grr . 0 ~ff!, music ~ ti uck up. T un ~ intJer .Jlng tho vor sco 
u l one Tho whol o t o~ j oinod i n tho c hor us~ The soloint went 
around, coll oct inL, after his s o~g. 

.. 
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All the coon teams nmo.1 <.l'U,eL' on No\"'J Yo .. r ' n E·v A 
, i...mt coon :procession sang an 1 duncoJ its v,ay about Vl"'udo-
oorp into tho 7o, soar. There was laughter and foasting, and 
Toat gaiety. Oa this, tho last night o tho old year, 1 n s t ern 

coon 1'"ulos ,10.:.•c 1•alax0<19 wo.:10n and g1rlc co Jl d walk in I,ir•o­
cossion 1ith thoir huo ands .mt lovors. ~ e, t 1w youne; chil-
dron, 0 .1." ~ par,or hntli, :1avcd 1•aJ, ,les a'1e l ot oi' ... crac:'" J. c:. I 
was ~i'h 'ho gang and we had a OJderful ~1m, l~Lting oif 
oquibs under poo9lch i'oe·~ and ._, t~riing 1~om jump. 

Onco, I caugh+. brief' sight of' Harry. A ... 1•01,.: y , long- hni rod, 
bro.m ~irl ·1t11ked bcoido llim,. AG I looked he Lurned and 
kissod he1• . I wondered about Enily. I shou1 eJ Jo him. Tho 
din of' music, rat t teo, crackern, and human noine"1 drormod 
my call. 

• 
Uidni ·ht cnmo. Whi stles hooted. Poo_. lo shouted and f'lung 

:,c1pcn• llato in tho air T~ioy v;ont abou • kissing ntran;:sorn. 
, 0 '1co, I en• ~ht nif_;ht of tho Reverend Rogerson. Ho t O\'OJ•ad 

a1)0vo a c or·d thE.tt 9 11 ... rounded him. Ho sa.11g Aul d L a110 Syno 
ut tho to~ or his voico. • 

My mother ,1 ... d rot urned to be ,1 i t h ur, on No ; Year ' s Du·, 
uo I left tho g1n? ind ra, ho~e P opl~ hud been sayin 
'Happy Ne,• Yoar ' to ouc • other I , o · l d do the srune t o her. 
I t would pleaco < 'r . A11d perhups I oul d be the f irot one. 
I fou,ght my v; y uome t "u•o gh t ht cr?wd o. 

• Before . the s11n ms u r~ ,1 l eet of' double- decker b u000 
c..tr "'ied the c 1~oat ma.joril;y oi' tho citizCl'1S of Vrodedo p t o u 
,oocod ;r~en place f'ar ::ma :;. rom tho ., Q 1ri. Thc1"e, ~ 1opl 

d ..... oc d and anu 1..nd l o.ughod and l ovod anc. drank 2na fod 
till the oun \Wnt dor.n. T he n they r ct urnod wour ' l y ,. Tho 
week of glor-y was ov o.u. Ahe·1d l ay o. year of' Brabnoos and 
, -:-rt bef'orn ;hey co ild have another woc,k of g l or, Ti11o \Wok 
wou l d 1:>o "' 0 1otLing t o r omomb er i n t ho l ean days o.ho-1d ... . .. 
Tho coons po.eked thei r unitor mo anay lovingl y •• •• UWI L
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Peter Abrahams 
The Hi l ls , Finally 

Ve are hil l peopl e , my wife and I ~nd we have been so ell 

our lives . My earliest And most persisten ,memorie s are of the 

green hi l ls of Africa going away , one after the other , each higher 

than the one before , as far as the eye could see and beyond in to th 

haze of distance . And for her it is the towering green volcanic 

mountains of Java amon~ which she spent her formative years . So 

it was natural that when we came to rest finally , to put down roots 

and to rear a family , it should be i n the hil l s; and because of 

our natures and our needs it had to be the hills of St . Andrew in 

J~maica, physicall y as far away from Africa as from Java, yet very 

reminiscent for each of us of those other faraway hil l countrie s . 

She grew up eating a succulent- tasting but foul-smel l ing f i- ui t 

(when fully ripe) called Durian; she met it here half a lifetime 

lrter in the shape of the Jamaican Jack- Fruit, and at once the 
oceans 

gap of/B~l[J[& and cultures end time was brid~ed . 

Today, and for the lost two weeks , on and off, we have had 

a high whistling wi nd coming in across the sea ·from the south. 

It reminds me of the Mistral which I encountered many years ago 

in French Mediterranean hil l · country; it is also reminiscent of 

the Harmatten of West Africa, though much gentler on the skin and 

not es dry. One feels exhilers• ed watching the John Crows ridin& 

the high wind. Suddenly they are the most beautifully grAceful 
\ 

creatures in the worl d; and the most free while riding the wind . 

It come s as a surprise to find , on going down to the pl allss , thnt 

the wind has pa.sl3ed so hi&h over the city thAt the peopl e there 

are hPrdly aware of i t. You have to be somewhere above a _thousand 

fee t to begin t o feel the wind; we are more than two thousand feet 

up and on the cre s t of a hil l nnd with no windbreaker between us 

and t1,e sea. So we feel it titrongly. Behind us are even hi~her hil J 
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and the peopl e who live there feel the force of the wind 'even more 

strongly. The land here rise s steepl y so that less than a mile 

away from us 9 as the crow f l ies , the altitude is 3 , 300 feet . The 

road between our hill and the ones behind that rise to more than . 

3 , 00ft is not far off a thousnnd f eet bel ow us , which should \ gi ve 

some idea of how steepl y the land rises an~ falls here . Yet because 

these hil ls , the Red Hil ls , are old ones , the rise and fall of the 
. which are ~eologically newer 

land is not the steepest im the island. In the Bl ue Moun tains/the 

rise and fall of the land is much steeper . And because of the 

very high hills and the very deep valleys there ere times of the 

year when you wake up in the morning to l ook do'!ffl onto cloud-covere1 

vall eys, or when you have to travel through a thick evening fog t ha· 

reminds one of cold industrial countri e s ; but this is a cleaner , 

less damaging fog 9 th~n the fogs I hnve known in cold industrial 

countries. And in the winter , around Christmas time , it can get 

very cold in these hills; and the higher you ~o , the colder it can 

be . So it is not strange , or pretentious , to find, in the hills , 

homes with fireplaces . But more than anything else, in good weatheJ 

or bad, whether the wind is high or the air is still, there is the 

pervasive comforting green of the hills interspersed here and there 

by riots of colour as when the delicate petals of t h1e yellow pouie 

fall and transform a patch of earth into a joy forever , or as when 

the ginger lillies and wild orchids and the wild pines are in ful l 

bloom;s. There is the fragrance too , of mango time, of when the 

citrus are in bloom and the bees and the birds keep up their deli gh1 

ful din from daylight to darialess . Living in these surrounds, 

whether we appreciate them consciously or whether we take them 

for granted , does infl uence the lifestyle of the hill folk and how 
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they look at the world about them . 

They are , on the whole , a proud and independent people; they 

are resilient and clear-eyed realists . The African strain is strong 

in them , strongerthan it is with the folk down on the pleins - that 

is apart from Spanish Town which has alwAys struck me as the most 

African town in all J :'iffiaica. But no matter how strong the African 

strain they are distinctively Jameican , a people unto themselves , 

bound to{lether by generations of shared living and working in these 

hills. They all speak the aorue l an&uage which some people call 

English and others call J r◄meican; whetever you cAll it9 it is a 

kind of free enriched laneuage that does mPny things that stqndard 

Enelish c~nnot and t hat is spoken with the kind of lilt you find 

when Welshmen speak English. 

\',hen ~lavery was ended and the Apprenticesha p system was 

brou~ht in and proved largely unsatisfactory, the encestors of 

today ' s hill folk withdrew in larae numbers from the life on the 

plains and created for themselves self-contained. and self-sustainin, 
own 

communities in the bills a21d grew their/food on the hillsides or 

in the fertile VAlleys between the high hills . In time they carried 

food down to the plains to sel l in order to earn money t o pay the 

hated taxes or to buy the few things they need from the city. In 

time , too , end in increasing numbers, the youn~ peoplerefused to 

remain on the land and work it with their perents. Instead as soon 

as they could, they joined other young people from ell over the 

island in the drift down to the plains and the city and the brii'ht 

lights . The result is that todey the Jamaican small farmer ond the 

man who works the hillside land in particular is rarely under thirt jl 

More often he is in his forties end fifties . 

But we hAve noticed an interesting new devel opment in the 
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past few years. We have been in our particular little hi l l 

community for some t hing like eighteen years now. In that time we 

have watched many youngsters go to the local village school till 
' 

they were fifteen nnd then disappear from the community. Whenever 

we enquired after these youngsters , parents would tell us they hRd 

"Grin a tow.n" . Recently, some of these youngsters now grown 111tt1 

young men and women h' ve s tarted returning, often with a partner 

and a child or two~ to their hillside communities. It is a very smal: 

hearteninG sign because unless some of the young people come back 

we will not have people to work the land when tho present generat i on 

of small farmers pass from the scene; and if we do not work the 

land and ii:x~x:ia.."CllJtkft work so efficientl y as to feed our growi ng 

population then all the pro~ess we may make i n other fields wil l 

be rtduced to nothinil• So the return o.f at least some of the young 

people to ·the hills after they have had their fil l of the bright 

lights of the city is very important . ' The people who now handle the 

country's affairs have shown themselves aware of _this . They talk and 
a 

plan now of making small farmins/:cmi reasonably profitable under~ 

trucing, whic~ •is what it has not been for the older ~eneration of 

hill folk. They have begun to offer smnll fermers aa,aranteed outlets 

and a-uaranteed prices for t heir crops. They pl an , too, to take 

piped wat er and electricity to oll the villaaes throughout the 

country. When these thin~s are done , when electricity will bring 

tho blessings and the curses of rFJdio and tel evision within the 

reach of each rural hillside home, and when the members of the 

household will only have to turn a tap to have all the water they 

need for washin~ and cookin~ nnd waterina thoir crops in dry times , 

and when these crops brin~ them enou&h money to pay for all this 

and then leave something over for t he luxuri es that enrich life, 
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only then 9 it seems to me, v1il l our leader a have any moral rig!'lt 

to call on the young people to return to the hills and unde~teAe 

the backbreaking tn~k of making them what they nature.lly :md 

logically are and should be which is this isla.nd •·s food bnaket . 

To do thi s we will also lmve to do s conaiderable amount of 

rehabilitation work on our hillside lend . The older aoncration of 

small farmers have tra1ii •tionally cleared l a:1d by burning it. Thi:::i • 

i s by far t he quickest and easi est way to c lee.r difficult terrain 

· of thorny bush. Anl after the burning you us~ally get a good firs t 

crop of corn or yam or cabbage or pumpnn . The trouble is that 
1 t t i. ~---=.-t. 

~ en the rain comes 9 }ena,;corues very fas t do,m these steep hillsides, 

it u suall y carries '11 the topsoil away and down to the see with t . 
i t . I have watched tllis washing away of t he good en.rth d ..lring the 

~ 
ra.iny season when the rivers leadin~ in ·to the see ~ swollen 

with life-giving earth end i t has made me despair over the unwisdom 

of man . We niust at the very l east arrest this anriual erosion of 

the ~ood Jamaican earth if the hills are to sustain the people of 

this land. A handful of people are committed to this important 

job but thms :far poli ti.cal considerations have stood ,in the way 

of an outrj_ght and total prohiti tion of this destruction of the 

J t:>maican earth throu"h fire by good men who know no better . V!e must 

hope that the peopl e who now handle the nat ion • ~ €~fairs will see 

the urgency of this problem and will put a stop tc the firing of 

the lando If the green hill s are all owed to turn brown an d wither 

and becorne barren rock all ,T Pmnica will suf fer grievouslye There is 
. 

no need for this . We need the hill s for more thPn just food, thout;h 

that is crucia.l o \"e need the hills for the sturdy br~cd of br.ilanced 

hum~ being~ they have bred who have had so much to· do with this· 

coun t r y ' s s t abili ty ; and we need them bec~u se they hel p men to be 
t ranouil an d a t rn~ a ce in a trouble d world. A:iw e 110 :ii P e bill .,. 
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For Jamaica Magazine .t'e-t,cr Aoranams 

I N 0 UR VILLAGE 

In our v1lla~e things move in cycl es . This does not make our 

village ur..i~ue . Thiru:re move in cycl es evr rywhere . But ever ywhere 1s 

not our village and the cycles of everywhere are the cycles of every­

where, not of our village. You do not find the rusty, sandpaper 

laughter of Hass Tiny everywhere; you do not find t he ,-:icked ribald 

stories of Miss Cool11e everywhere; or tho wicked love life of Ken; 

or th_e sad- making love life of Jiggs o:r the worl dly wi sdom of 

Daddio; and you do not find me, the privileged and grateful sp~otatcr 

who is also allowed to share, e ver ywher e . You find these only in our 

v1laggeo At least, this is our claim and our boast . And s o , for us, 

our village is unique . And not only for us . There a re members of 

a strange organisation kno~m as ' The l):)ghouse Club' - some o f whom 

are regular contributors to this journal ... who will attest t o the 

uniqueness of our village . They have had the rare honour of being 

ad.~itt od to Honourary membership of the eating and drinking section 

of our village because they did not do too badly on a feast of pork 

and green bananas and fried salt- fish washed down with gallons of rum. 

In any event, the cycles in which our village move are uniques becaure 

they are ours . And we have just moved into the Chtietmas cycle . 
fifth 

We beoa.me awe.re of the Christmas cycle on the·Xllmt:U~ day of 

~ovember . It happened quite suddenl y and very unexpectedly . Tiny was 

very busy with a host of young customers whose mothers had sent t hem 

to buy a penny salt , a quatt1e cornneal, tuppence sugar, sixpence 

bread a.nd the like . This happens every t=Jat urday afternnon in our 

village and 1t 1s Tiny's wonderful pat i enc~ with the little ones t hat 

first made me take to him years ago inspite of his somewhat wicked 

looking face . On this fifth day of November Tiny wa s being as patient 
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and hel pful as ever: parcell ing up t wo Four Aces h er e , doling ou t 

kere sene oil ther e and ca ~e:ful ly worki ng out the money with l ittle 

nippers who wer e lmee ... h1gh to a s shoppers . 

Just ou t s i de the shop and sort of ha lf• leaning into t he shop 

1n order not to miss any of the goings - on, Mi ss Coollie sat on a 

low s tool . You ar e like l y t o get t he wrong impression of!- ss 

Coolie if you do not know h er . I got t he wrong i mpr ession when I 

f irst met her in the dim and ist ant p~st when I was still a s tranger 

and an outsider . She has a s t ern, l eat her y brown face which has turned 

a sort of earth colour by being cons t antly exposed to the wind and 

the r a in and the sun of t he hills . To s trangers she wou l d seem 

cold and impersonal with a hint of aggression 1n her manner. She 

has a disconcerting manneriem of staring at peopl e with dead eyes . 

Strangers are prone to dismi ss Miss. Coolie uneasil y as an arrogant 

peasant type . Your know, my dear , t he t ype who a r e maki ng it 

impossible for us to hav e servants . But Wh6n Mi es Coolie l aughs or 

t ells one o f her wicked t a l es rich in humour t hen t hose cold eyes 

come glowingl y alive and a shyness and war mth t ransfor ms her into 

an endearing person. Now, Y~ ss Coolie sat withdrawn , puf fing at a 

cigarette and watching t he l ittle ones do t he ir Saturday afternoon 

shop . 

Across the way at Lee ' s shop a number of young bloods wer e 

p l aying skittles for beer - losers b~y and winners drink; and winners 

do not only drink but t hey keep on playing until they are beat en . 

The l ast time I was in one of these skittles sessions string- bean 

Urie Sachell and I had to down so many beers that I thought I was 

going to pop . In those days t he skittles t abl e had only just arri ved 

in our v i llage and I had had my basic training in the tough school 

of the ~rcss alub. I am not so sure t hat I will have to do a ll the 
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beer drinking today i f I were t o j oin t he cr owd of young men 1n t heir 

skittl es f or beer. 

An ay , t here i t was : Tiny b ehind his counter serving t he 

youngst er s , ~iss Coolie i n one of her r emote ' pr ivileged spectator ' 

moods . Daddio, the village e l der and wi s e man, sitting on a long 

bench in the shade. String , our humourist with t he impish f a ce , 

and big Jack looking l i ke Samson before l ilah got at him, eat 

beside Daddio . And they were a ll quiet and pensive: r elaxed, unwill ing 

to talk , unwi lling to make a move of any kind . And I stood t a L~ing 

to H. C. our smal l , rotund and well loved agricultura l officer, about 

the forty or so citrnn Dusty had ~xx planted some weeks back . 

Suddenly our near est t h ing t o a vill age drunk lurched out of ., · 
t he bar and weaved his way down our Rlqin street swaying like a ship 

1n a s t orm. The l i ttle post van came hurtling r ound t he corner and 

had t o BE~ swerve violent ly to avoid killing our nearest t h ing to 

a vill age drunk . In fact , it was a t ypi cal Saturday aft ernoon i n 

our village . 

I waited a whil e , long enough for the van to unload the mail, 

and then M. C. and I strolled to t he pos t office . It was f i fteen 

minutes or so before µ .c . and I again returned to the squar e . ~d in 

t hat fi f t een minutes the Chri stmas cycle hit our village . 

Tiny, the kids , ?liss Cool i e , Daddi o, St ring, Jack and some of 

the young fellows from the ski ttl es for beer pl ace, wer e a l l clu s t er ed 

together around t he pos t where all our i mportant ~oti ces are hung . 

M. C. and I pushed our way t hrough to see what had coused al l the 

talk and excitement . And ther e it was, t h€ annual notice of our 

vi llage fair . 

COME MDMMI ES AND DADD! TrS AND LI'rTL"J;- ONTi'S TOO! 

cor:F TO TFE FAIR'. 
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And 1 t told u s of all t he wonderful thini:;s that we could ~ee 

and do . For the older men ther e woul d be t he ~hoot ing con t e s t . 

This usually ta~es plac e on Chr i s t mas morning . For the youngster s 

there woul d be the .uost magnifi cent xmm i!Cm merry- go- round swing 

you havPeeer seen . It will be complete l y home- made of tress cut down 

from our own l and and t ied toget her with wise and other s trong fibres 

grown by U"' . "io part of it will be s tore bou,~ht . Tbten t h ""re will 

be games of chanc e and theoe too will be home- made, not store 

bought . There will be cakes and buns an~ sweet thlnge for t he kids 

to drink and for t he ol der folk there will be curry goat and stronger 

s tuff . And i n the evening there will be dance .contests . This year 

t he highlight s will be the quadrille an1 someth1nc called Mashed 
0 ... 

Potato for which t here wi l l p e?~ Pt 1z~ f f ive pounde . 
o,,. _ , ~ ...... 

"Me entering t hat one ! " 'Mny. roared. "For five poun ' me go in ' 

tiash t hat potato . " 

"Is quadrille for me ,H Hiss Cooli e s o.id and showed us how. 

"We going lose t he shooting again," Daddio said mol:~ sadly. 

For t hree years running now char acters have come from n ei s hbouring 

villa es and walked off with our shootin prizes . 

Ken and some of the other young f ellows start e remember ing 

what they had don e to the gir l s a t l ast fear ' s fair . .And suddenl y t he 

f eeling of Christ mas was a ll abou_t u s . in a body a ll the £!rown-ups 

aoved to Tiny ' s bar . Tiny set us up and we toast ed the coming of 

the Christmas cycle . It happens ev ery year!. It is t he same f a ir ever:y 

yeart. We do the same t h ings at the f a ir every year . And year a f t er , 

yearl t he announcement of the coming o f the Christ mas cyc l e i s a l ways 
\ 

toasted ao sooet h1ng n ew i n our -v1ll ~ge . 
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Peter Abrahams , UPau.-nming on Huddleston, 

'..JI.IA 1.' AR'S lE TO DO? 

Feynolds Neµs anticipat ed, whP.n t hey bou.ght t he serial r i ght s of :i?a t her 

Huddleston ' e book, t h8t i t >1ould bl) t he -oost i ir.portunt on Afr ica t o hr.;ve appe&.red 

in a. very long time . They were r ight . Tbe boo'· i R !'le) U n,::; o::.tl'onely 1:,nd t he 

publishers expect to h~vo sol d 1001000 copi es befor e t he Y8Ar i s out . It has also 

just been published in .Amorica and i " b~,,i~ t:runsl at "!d i nt o a nu.mber of European 

l anguages . I t has provoked t e bitt er wr ath or the South Af r i can Gov~rnrnent. 

That Government i s going t o t ake the unusual s t ep of publishi ng an 1ofr'ici 

r eply. South Afric-!ln Cabinet t,;1.inist0 r a have denounced t he book. There has boen 

a ong cor r espond'3nce in t he Times . People have hat ed i t t'or its frank 

r evelcf tion of t he worki ngs of an oppr ess ive r e~i me t<nri ju:=1t what i t mi::a.nt in 

si mpl e human t erms. Among t hose vho have obj octed to t ha book h&ve been maey 

who consi dered t hemsel ves enli ghtened and 1progres i va '. Yes, :many so- called 

progressives found the searing l i ght of trut h too r.ruch for t !1ei r smug comp aconc1. 

But a vast l y great er nu_mber of peopl e have ~ccept ed the truth of duddl eston' s 

book and t he chal l enga in t hat t ruth. Of t hese, many have s~i d : 

"Yes, t hi s i s t orriblo; but wtwt can i-e do about it? 1:?ia t Bi' e we t o do? 11 

It i=,eems t o me the first l evel of action must be the politicul l evel . 

Fat her Huddl eston r ai sed a storm of protest when he suggest ed at a public meeti ng 

t hat the Union Government should bs a>,.-pel l ed f rom the omrnonwealth. But the 

need for such act i on becomes stri kingl y clear onc'3 we consi der tll.e act-ul:11 

Commonweal th situation t oda..y. "3xcf:lpt for the Uni t ad Ki ngdorn, India i s perhaps 

t he most influent i al member of t he Commom- e8.lt h . As a f e.ctor f or "'orld peace she 

can speak to both ~ast and ~est vi.th an authority enj oyed by no other state. 

Rel ations bet ween the Government of I ndia &nd the Government of South Africa are 

bi tter , India has for year~ l ed the fight agai ns t the South African r aci alist s 
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in t ho Uni~d l{atior1a •. ?ak i s tan a. d f\ hos t of other, non-Cornt'!ormec..lth, s t .st e s 

h E, Ve sup!)or t ed Indi a ' s s t and . Indeed., over t he yes.r s , ~: ·i t a.i n ho.!3 f r om t i me to 

t i mo found h0r%lf i n t b.e position of b,1i ng tha only Corononve e.l t !1 coun.try to 

support South Afri ce . 7hor e have been time s whi.m -,ven t lw ot her -whi t o nernber s 

of' t ho Comr:on-wei:.l th, 'uPtrel 1u, New , a,~&11d e1nd Cfl t1.adn, hcvt:1 f our.d it di1'ficu1 t 

t o suppor t or def end t he Union Gov•,rnmont E,t t he Uni t e rl llf tions . Sou t h Africa 

.has, i n effe ct , created di scord m.thin t ne Comuonvcnlt h . Thmm is d0 riot serve 

the l'Jol'!!nommnlth by shutting our uy !ls to t hese har d f ,1cts a n1 pleyi :n,g ostrich • 

. V~ry soo!l_. no1-1, t he Col d Coast i n l ikel y t o r $a ch Don:iuion St at u s . ·rhe 

l eader s of t he Gal d Cos.!lt ,-..re not l ikely Lo f orget t he i nm.ut i ng j e ers rom the 

South Af rican s c.bout t heir cotu1t:ry bairll a ' Ka.f fir s t at e '. Nig 1Jria,. t oo , i s 

OtJ t ho r c,!=.d t o b9i l'lg a gre at Dominion •,:it.h ovor 50, 000 , 000 poopl es and va s t 

untapped nttt ur al r e sources. I know reotit of t he ~e l u .c!er~ una what t h~y t h.ink 

of South Africa ' ~ nismb '31•shi!) of t h,:; Co::rr:nonwealth. J\.rtd in t !l '..7e,st I ntli e s where 

e. Feder ation md:nx,ttli.."Xi,,t will co e i nto bei ng ir.1 195S, !.Cd a nE:w :r.omi nion be 

bor n, I recently found a~ or o~ou.~ced a hostili t y towar1e 8outh Afri ca ' ~ col our 

bar r l.u.e as exists a~on3 the Asi ans e..~d • r i c~ns . The se peopl e all take a very 

di~ view indeed of Bri t,a.i.n conrloning , or s~~mi net t o condone , So t h Africa. ' s 

Nu.rem ber g-like r a cial rul e . C rtt>inly , i f •,1e ,.ant to k~ep t he Co1W:o.nl.(~E:.l t h 

toget he·r, i f "'e vnnt t he col oured inajorlty of i t~ l'!!ltnb ~r s t o k-1•.:i? t hjir h'3lief 

in i ts i dea.ls of fr1:,e,fom from :r,oli t i cnl and 1. a d .al oppr ~s 5ion, ·t hen Fri t ain must 

decl ar e her self clearly t?.3ains t South Af:r.iM' s r aci ali srr a t the hiehest political 

l evel. 'R'd lur'3 t o do so mieht, anc I t hlnk w·lll, ul t ir.,ntcly, wreck t :1e i1;,n tire 

Common..tealth s t ructure . Tho Sout h Af r i can ruhr ;; h .::rve of t en mo.de it quite cl ear 

t ha t they woul d l ea ve t h0 Crnmnon11eal t h • ,hen i t suit s t hem t o do so . Don ' t l eave 

t he initiative to t hem. Let freedom and democracy h ave t he i nitia tive for once ! 

Repudiat e t hem and t here will be such an upsurge of fe.i t h in the Commonweal th as 
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, will snook t he pessimnts1 'thee fects of such c.ction on th Union wou.l.a be to 

o~eat e a desp crisi s which nu.ght we l l br iog down the present Govarr®ent and 

er<:u ~e the <:ontlitioni:; .for u more hopeful situ 'l.iun . but €.Ve n i f that does not 

happen im!ce•.lia t ~ly, Brit.a.in' s h .inG.s would be cleaner and tne Common'we th would 

be healthier. I a!:l su.l'e rey-solf t ~~ot c.uch a.ction would have ft.i·- 1~eaching wid 

positive r esult s in t he l on.~ 1'Ur1. DeJ1.:ioc1'e.cy car.nut, t " du.f, t emvor i se \Ii t h the 

manif e st evil of re.ciali s:JJ and sUll win the i <ieologlcd st..:-ug~le ·or lllen ' s 

h~a.1-t.n and minds . 

- Poopl e . 1::.ve b1·ought forwar d triany rt!es o:r..a f er shying aM.J f r oK this challenge . 

Gome h:...ve etld that while tbe Union i s i n Lh1:1 Commomroal t h t h(j ot.h.er nember s 

rn.ight exert some influenc~ to -Lh~ g ood on 1 t , t.ha't nwe mu ~t not abandon ti e poor 

ne,t lves11
• Th.1:! t ruth i s , tihe ' poor n,. tive s ' he.vc in fact been abandoned up t o now 

bu all exoept mi "'sionari e s l ike Po.tner tluc.idlc::.;-r.on . tfot. :.il'lcl ue do he:ce ci.n r eally 

'-(Or sen the l ot of the Un.ion I s ble.cir mi llions . we ai.·o in fact proppi ~ up t.he 

U11ion I s raci o.11 3m, giving i t moriu suppor t , ey !-t ee pi ng it i n 'the Commonweul th. 

We, de1nocracy , the Ccmt:on,.1~c.l't.h, huvc eve~ m..ng ~o gdn by expelling t.he Union 

from the Commonv~ulth unl(:¼se, i t abandons lts lrnnkly opp::-esoive racial r egi me . 

This , ·t.heu, i :3 tho ov~r u.ll _poli t.icul point on "hi.ell peopl e oan Cl'd ate a 

cl:i.mata of opinion, can exert influence on tht:i r leuders, t oir ?! . P. s, r:.nct thro h 

them, on thd Governr:uent of tlle dey • 

. 1·. ,3t1•yclon , 't,hu Sou-i;h Af1·ico.n Pri 111e Vinis t e1·, ,rill bo u1. the Commonweal th 

Prime l'•!inh1t~rs1 meetiiri~s in J une . The ~-outh At .. ~icana havo triad f or many ytJs.rs 

to e t1.in 0011t1•ol of t he British Pr ote c1..01·nt e s iusi d.1;.1 the bol."ders or t.he Union. 

Thi s ti.me Nr .. Str,Ytlom is likely to sugge-s,:, t.h;:: sharing of cont ol of the 

Pt·otoc tore t e s wi th Brita.in in a condominium. Bri 1.u.in I n answer should be &. flat 

r efusal . And t o give point t o t hat r efusal Ser e t se Khama 1 s exil e should be ended. 

I t i s i mpoasible to persuade Afr i cans t hat Ser et se Khama w~s not exiled to uppeaze 
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t he South Afrioall rauial i bts. 

1'twre are a host of other t h!.rJB s , not di r c c .,ly po.J..i tical, bu1. o ' g r eat 

politicc.J. i mpo1·t anco, t hun cc.u be a.one . Tht: ll'usi <.,i ttns Union h&.s sot ~ f i ne 

ex mple i n this by na opti1.ig u r e solution r t,fusin._ to perr'orm l n t he Union 

exoopt, to i nt or- 1·uciul aucii t-nccs. 

At ?r~~ent culturel bodies like th~ Old Vic anu Sadlers 'al l s , and m~ny 

i ndi vi duul artiat13 µe:cf oi-tn ~or whit e auui Haces 01.!1.y .,.hen t hey i sit ::.ot..tb 

~ric&. a s intii viduals the se p1:1opl a may the.msulv6s o.t-; l,..:1st ra.ci6.lism but when 

t hey perform .:or· 1 3l.lropeans onl., 1 they dv i n f a.ct condoue ana encou_nge r acinli sm. 

Yehudi 11enuhin h~::; shc:wn t eat wi h .i 11 t t l ~ l.!OW' Ctte thi s l'b.d a.li sr:. cun be 

onallenged un-.1 uef'<!ate . Hi o l.h1·at.t t • s.t i f ~~1r.jy stoppod p~rfor mlv.g to "ricans 

ne would see t h..:.t no .'1m~t'i cl1.u r,r,_~;:,i ai ,:t.ns visited Couth /d'r i c1:1. s topped them dead 

in t h!3i r · tl\?.eks. •r ,;,: .L'l.:-V:i~lis t s ar e t erl'ibl;r vulnerable to !:l c1..utu.ral i sol ... tion 

,1ore. Art ':Jy i t s -vory n3t ure l.!oa s uot :.-1 01..'IIJniE>e r_i.,:, tio.nal c.nd :·s.d l be.1:riore. 

played in a sporto gr ound from which Al'dus.t1s ..ie:ce excluJ ed. Tha point; ,:?re, 

w::..s 1o t thnt of p l.jing lti U1 tne African1:1 . 1'ho.r wa1'e not even allo•.-.ed to ~ 

t e game. I'here are muIJ¥ sports g1·ounds i'r orn. w.ai ch t !1e .!Sricans a r·e excluded 

sportsmen should do i s lio refuse t o l ay on such grounds . Int~rn.ut.ional ssiorti ng 

bodies should recognise only 3outh ll"L'ican r.e w.cs withouL colour bar rules. The 

''ost Indian cr icke dng &.ut hol'i ty 1·eoently r efuia.etl t o allow t .-wo South ·ricnns 

to t 1·-!:lvel with J i m S"ant on ' i:; t eM1 tbat 9 le.,yed in t hf3 rest Indi e s . ~ricket , like 

all ot her s;_>ort s , i s segr~e ated in the Union. Ueekes and '-!alcott, Val ent i ne and 

~adin, ·p,ml d not be allowed to play i n aey bu t •non-Europea-11' t ea.'l!ls t h~r c , 
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wuul d net h:.v .. h~d t :lfj c hun t)tJ to :>J.s::; i n lilly t ~st 1ta t ch ~d t hey been born i n 

Couth Africa . ::'.ndeed , no ifo::it Indi an t •Jrun can., unde r pr e sent condi t i ons , pl ay 

r efusi ng t o concione t his si t,us.ti on by huving twc So~th A.t'r i cans i n t.he s .. ,ant on 
also 

t ea.,., . Onl y t he ~ .'Jh Zoala.tiee1.·n h ,J ve/t.o f ar· li·;ed up t o t~e nobl c ci:. tradi t.ions of 

.1:.:.can r uci o.l pr c j 1!c'!.i1!ec. 

Thcee ,'l.!'C some of t ho t .1:ri.ngs ,·e cc.n do . Ref use t,,:, condooo .::. colour bar in 

sport- by r ef u..:;i ~g t o ;,l::y t o exc~u '3iv~e atl.die.v:.e ::; , Th.o.t i s t he chcl.lenge to 

~por t smen . T 0 a::-ti s t s t~s cb.allon.;c i s to t ~s1· do¼'ll t he ' cul t urc bL.r ' by 

r ef usi ng to :;i,.rfom to ihlt ., e.udi :mco:.: only. J.n~ o:c t..h~ polit icW. l ovo the 

: hul l '.:'nge i s t h::- -~ ~t iv'.? 6.lli~ :.--Od t i v,, r e J~di -1t i on of be.r b.r .. r i c race- l c..ws 0.0 par t 

of the hoc,;,- oi !';omnom;c,.lt h 'ra.1.u J s . '!'hsr t, 1 s ::.or1~ t ~..1.ng .tor ev,: r-.,rbo.-1y t.o do he re . 

11J u ::;t i cc i n S1::ut.n. Af ice - .L r ica.n Scnool s F\tndlf , 
30, Ol d Queen Street, 
London s. ':! . l . 

Finally, t h0r o .;..re t. . . :-i n ~c . l y 100, 000 cclou;.-od 9:.c:,>l e in :::.,ri te.in. T.:.1e 

South Ai'ri cen:-J wer e j ubila11t when t h:} -i r.r..niJ .r-ant !: fin ,:, pourad in .. n ~ i t F'eemed 

thnt t her € would be a r aci 

her e in Brit ain, i .:; t o conti ·n'..le t G ?r ove th:?m ·,rr.)n.; . 

Ho"I-: long t he r aciali::. t r ')gi t.iu l usts in 3ou-c.ll ,\fr ic.a depends., I Iir l!lly believe1 

on hov lonr Br i t ain continues to condone it. I f sne condones it too long t he 

price mi ght well be t he break-up of the Commonw'9alt h . 
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NC T E TC EDITC RS 

Mr . Peter Abr ahams is a distinguished South African 

novelist and poet who has r ecently r eturn ed from a visit to the Caribbean. 

The first coloured m an - b e ing a p e r son of mixed blood - to h ave emerged in 

South Africa as a write r with an inte r national r eputati on, his work h as a ttrac t ed 

consid e r abl e attention in l eading Amer ican a nd British Jo urnals. His book s 

autobiography, TELL FREEDCM. 
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' \ (70 .F.N .S. IMMt:DIATE 
No.10615February3, 1 956 • 

A B RITI SH CA BIBBEAN FEDERATIC N 

[ Note: The conference on the proposed British Caribbe an 
F ed e ration b e gins on F e bruary 7, and is expe cte d 
to continu e until F e bruary 17 or 21.] 

PETER ABRAHAMS L ondon, Friday 

From British Honduras in C entral Americ a the .plan e fli e s east, over Jamaica , 

Hispaniola, Pu e rto Rico; the n it curv e s southwards, ov e r the L e eward and Windwa rd 

Islands, vee rs east t o pass ov e r Barba dos, then south aga in to fly ov e r Trinidad, 

sev en miles off the Latin Am e rican mainland, and then south- e ast along the coastline 

to Bri tish Guiana. Within the 2,500 mile curv e a r e th e islands of the Caribbean. By 

far the greate st numb e r of the s e - 12 - are British. It is the r epr e s entatives ci thes e 

12 British islands who will m eet in London on F e brua ry 7 to discuss final arrang em ent E" 

for fed e rating the s e islands and so l a y the ba sis for the cr e ation of a new Eritish 

Dominion. 

The 1 e eward I s l ands are so sma ll that the y ar e tre ate d as one colony. The four 

Windwa rd Islands a r e slightly large r and so enjoy the statu s of separate colonie s but 

share a single Gov e rnor. The two m a inla nd t e rritori e s, British H ·611du ras and 

British Guiana, whos e Gov e rnme nts lav e not y et a greed to federation, will b e r e p­

r e s ented by obs e rve rs. T h e Windwa rd and Lee ward Islands toge ther have a l a nd 

a re a of 1,224 squa r e mile s a nd a total popula tion o f 2 98 ,000 p e ople . Sugar c a n e , 

ba nanas and cit -t us a r e the main produc e of the small island s. 

Each of the four Windwa rd Isla nds has its own l e gisl a ture , g e nerally with a n 

e l e cte d majority. The 1 eewa rds, o n the othe r hand, h a s one c entral l e gislatur e 

but the four 'Pre sid e nci es' into which the colony is divid ed h a ve sm alle r l egisla ture s 

of their 011Vn with limite d p o we rs. I s a w one of the s e 'l;i.mite d' l e gislatur es a t work in ·. 

the isla nd of Antigua whe r e the re wa s a tra d e union-l ed major.ity. Union l eaders w e r e 

a cquiring some of the large abs e ntee- o wn ed estate s, cutting them up into e conomic 

units a nd letting the m to the p eas a nts a t nomina l r e nts. The sole condition wa s that 

the p e asant should produc e a c e rtain minimum quota . If h e fail ed the l and was taken 

from him. This 'limite d' l e gislature ha d a lso an ambitious housing sche m e under 

way. Neat little G ov e rnment-subsidis e d hous es we r e r e placing slum dwellings 

everywher e in the little c apital and ne w peasant villag e s we re springing up in the 

countryside wh e r e l a nd ha d b een a cquire d. A nd whe n I spoke to the Administrator 

he was cDything but hostile to a ll th es e 'socialist'm easur e s. His one concern was 

whe the r the n ext grant-in-a id would b e large enough to pay for it all. 
[ See F ed e r ation. 2 . : 
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OFNS. Fe.deratioo. 2 .. 

For it is a bas ic fact that these small islands of the Windwards and L eewards cannot 

support thems e lves e conomically. They h a v e nothing to l ose and everything to gais 

from fede r a tion. Thos e of the ir l eade rs I spo ·~ .e to are aware of this and are among 

the staunchest pro - fe d e rationists in the C a ribbean. 

The thr ee large isla nds, T rinidad, B a rbados and J a maica a r e most likely to set 

the patte rn a nd supply the top leadership for the federation. 

Trinida d give s the lie to the popula r b e lie f tha t a ll the British We st Indian islands 

are despe r a t ely poor. It is rich and prc.,pe rous and h a s a buoyant, e xpanding e conomy. 

In 1 939 tota l Gov e rnme nt r eve nue was $13, 421, 444 (the Trinidad dolla r is worth four 

shillings a nd twopence ); by 1952 this ha d shot up to $6 6 , 785,400. There has bee n a 

-
parallel rocke ting in Go ve rnm ent s p ending. In 1939 the Gove rnment ha d an accumulat -

ed surplus of $9,154,62 7; by 1952 this ha d ris e n t o $38,931,360. Government r evenue 

for 19 54 was t e n million dollars m o r e tha n in 19 52. 

Oil is the b as is of Trinida d 's prospe rity. Twelve oil compa nies operate on the 

island. Between them th '3y contribute d 34 p e r c e nt. to the t otal Gove rnm ent r evenue 

in 1954. Cil is a lso one of the great employe r s of l a bour. There are some 16,000 

wo:rke rs on the oil fi e lds who a r e assured of steady and continuous e mployment. The 

sugar industry is the l a rgest e mploy e r of l a bour, but this is of a s ea sonal na tur e . 

During the peak crop seasons, from J a nua ry to Jun e , the sugar industry e mploys 

roughly 20,500 p e ople ; in the out of crop s easons this figur e drops to a bout 16,000. 

Last official e stima t e s of the isla nd's working population placed it a t 2 16, 186 of 

whom 14, 18 0 w e r e un employed. 

Wages in Trinidad a r e high by g e n e r a l West In dia n standards. In the oil industry 

the lowest paid worke r gets a minimum of 52 cents a n hour which works out at a bout 

17 shillings for a n e ight - h o ur day. Those doing mo re skilled work g e t three a nd four 

time s this a mount. In the sugar industry canecutte rs a v e r a g e 25 shillings a day. 

Dock wo rke rs a v e r a g e ;(£ 1 a d a y, and casua l l a boure rs be twe e n 12s. 6d. and 17s. 6d. 

a day. 

There a r e signs of prosp e rity e v e rywhe r e e xc ept in the r e mote r country a r eas. 

New and costly houses a r e going up on th e hills a bowthe capital, Port-of-Spain. Land 

• 
va lues a r e soaring, The r e is a n a ssure d, we ll-to-do middle - class of a ll shad es and 

colours a nd na tiona l o rigin. 

• Trinidad was one of the l as t British colonie s to b e c o nque r ed from the 

• Spaniards a nd b e ca m e a British pos session only in 17 97. l S ee F e d e ration. 3. 

-:: 
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OFNS - F ed e r ation. 3. 

I found it the most 'La tin' of the islands. No doubt its proximity to l ,a tin A me ric a 

has also contributed t o this. It is squarish in sha p e , 1, 8 64 squa r e miles in a r ea and 

has a popula tion of 645, 300. It ha s h ad its pre s e nt form of r epr e s e nta tive govern­

ment sinc e 1 945. As in a ll the isla nds, the m a jority of its p eople a r e ·of African 

origin. But it ha's la·:rge Chin e s e a nd European mino ritie s, and a l a rge r a nd growing 

E as t Indian community. O ne hundre d a nd fifty thou s a nd E a st India ns w e r e originally 

brought into the i s l a nd a ft e r e m a ncipa tion to fill the n eed for l a bour on the suga r 

esta t es. Since the n treir numbe rs ha ve increased r apidly a nd toda y the y a r e upwa rds 

of a qua rte r of a million ,p e ople . 

The a ttitud e of the m a jority of the India ns to fede r a tion has creat e d something of 

a c ommuna l pro ble m in the isla nd. With r a r e e xc eptions, th e India ns a r e oppos ed 

to f e de r a tion. In t e rms of politic a l a rithm etic the y s ee themselves r educed to the 

status of a sma ll mino rity in a federa tion with a population of n ea rly three millio ns. 

In a Trinida d outsid e fed e r ation, on the other ha nd, they have a good chanc e of winning 

powe r a t the polls one d ay. The y a r e increasing a t a fast e r r a te tha n a ny of the othe r 

communities. Essentia lly, this is the light in which the other· · groupit s ee the 
oppos ition to federation a nd hostility t owa rds the Indian 

Indian/community is growing. When I t a lke d to Mr. A lbe rt Go m e s, Minist e r of L a bour, 

Industry a nd Comm e rc e , h e e xpressed grave conce rn ove r this growing communa l 

feeling. The soon e r, h e s a id, fed e r a tion c a m e into b e ing , the soon e r would th e y b e 

a bl e to cope with this mounting communal feeling. T rinid ad , then, brings its o wn 

wealth and prospe rity a nd a communa l proble m to the fed e r a l confe r enc e. 

It is und e r two h our s flying tim e from Trinidad to Brita in' s old e st a nd most 'English' 

pos session in the C a ribbean . The 212,000 B a rba dia n s a r e proudly 'English' in h a bit 
their 

a nd speech a nd call/ i s l a nd home of 166 square mile s 'Littl e Engla nd' o r 'Bimshire' 

with apologi e s to non e . 

The isla nd is flat a nd a lmost dra b by contra st with the exotic beauty of the oth e r 

isla nds. It was won from no for eign powe r; the En gli sh settle rs who a rriv ed the re in 

1627 displac e d no a borigine s. They found a n unoccupi ed island and turn ed it into a 

little piec e of Engla nd ·s e t in the tropics . T h e first slave s we r e imported fr om Afric a 

in 1636, a nd to this day its popula tion is m a d e up of the t wo stra ins, English and 

Afric an , a nd va ria tio ns on the mixture of these two. 

The poo r es t of the big islands, th e B a rba d os estira t e s for 1954-55 were: 

Gov e rnm ent r evenue $15,402, 39 1; Governme nt exp enditure $13,156, 926. This l e ft 

• a geix•ral n e t bala nc e as of March 31, 195 5 of $5,776, 225 . 
l See F e d e ration. 4. 
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OFNS - Fed e ration. 4 . 

M o r e visible sign s of its pov e rty a r e to be s een in the back stre ets of the c a pita l, 

Bridge t own. I wand e r ed afnong h om es m a d e of pa cking-cas e wood, bits of corrugated 

iron a nd sacking. In on e p l a c e , a short dista nce from the c entre of th e c a pital, I 

visited an ol d woma n who live d in th e broke n down body o f a n o ld car. 

Befo r e 'Hur ric an e Jan et ' hit Ba rba dos l a st yea r, Pre m i e r Grantley Ad a ms a nd 

his Ministe r s w e r e m aking d e spe r a t e e fforts t o cop e with problems c£ h o us ing and work 

But as their e s tima t e s show , the y h a d v e ry littl e with which to work. B a sica lly, 

Barbados has a on e -crop e conomy: suga r. T h e suga r industry employs r o ughly 

25,000 pe·ople during th e pea k c rop s e ason. During t re o ut o f crop s eason this figure 

drops to betwee n 7, 000 a nd 10 , 000. In th e p eak s eason thos e employe d ea rn an 

average of f 3. 15s . 'Od . a wee k. In the off s ~a son ther e is only thr e e days' employme nt 

for the fortunat e f e w and the y e a rn a n a v e ra ge o f 25s. a week. 

When I wa s there the Governme nt wa s ha rd a t work t rying to build up the to uri st 

ind u stry. T his will t a k e time . M ea nwhile many who could n ot m a k e a living on th e 

island some how scra ped their far e s tog e the r a nd l e ft fo r Engl a nd. I stood at the 

docks on e da y and wa tch ed a s hip-lo a d sail for Engl a nd. T h e fac e s of thos e on bo a rd 

as well as thos e ash o r e w e r e ov e r c a st. I felt the migr a n ts would much r a ther ha v e 

staye d in the ir s unny isla nd than go journe ying to a st r a nge l a nd, even though the y 

called it 'home ' . 

Ba rba dos wa s d i s tinctive in on e r e spe ct: it was the o nly place in th e British 

C a ribbean whe r e I r an up a ga inst a sen s e of col our. The r e were the u sua l exclusiv e 

clubs; a subtle s ens e of invisible barrie rs being up. The white s k ept to themselv e s, 

and so did the bla cks. E ut I felt t ha t this wa s in a n odd wa y a continuation of custom , 

a kind of 'ge ntlemen's a greem ent' b etween bla ck a nd white . Only the y oung 'p rog r e s s­

iv e s' r a il e d op e nly a g a inst it. F ed e r a tion is likely t o ha ve a s hock the r apy effe ct 

on B rita in 's old e st c ol ony, r a cia lly a s we ll a s e con omica lly . 

If Barba dos i s some whe r e in th e 19th c e ntury, J a m aic a ,. the l a r ge st of the 

i s lands, i s v e r y much in t h e s e co nd ha lf of the 20th. I fl e w into King ston in th e 

final pha s e s of the isla nd's t e rce nte n a ry c e l e bra tio ns. The r e were f e stivals of 

a rt , music a nd da ncing through out the l ength a n d breadth of t he island. The night 

before I a rriv e d, th e Unite d S t a t e s Pre sid e ntia l c a ndida t e , Mr . A dla i Stev enson, 

had spoke n a t a great r a lly in compa ny with the C hie f'Ministe r, Mr. No rma n Ma nle y, 

and the Gov e rnor, Sir Hugh Foot. 
lSee F e d e r a tion. 5. 
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C F NS - F ede r a tion. 5. 

I wa s t a k en to a party that was the most r acially mixed I h a d eve r seen: East, We st 

and Africa m e t and mixed h e r e with a casual freedom that w a s striking. C e rta inly, 

in t e rms of rac e r e l a tions, J a m a ica can t each the world, a nd the English-speaking 

world in pa rticula r, a l esson in fr ee and h a rmonious multi-ra cia l living. 

With its l a nd area of 4,411 square miles. a nd population of 1,500,000, J a m a ica 

is the most important island in the propose d federation. Its population is mor e tha n 

that of the othe r islands put t ogethe r a nd would still outnumber the r e st if both 

British Honduras a nd Guiana we r e to come into th e federal scheme. It is politically 

the most advanced a nd the only on e of the t e rritories where the r e is a genuine two­

party pa rliamenta ry syste m tha t works. It lie s on both the sea and a ir routes b e tween 

Pana m a , America:-. and Europe. 

In• 1943-44 the isla nd' s r e ven u e was £5,655,43 1 and h e r e xp e nditur e £5,949,348. 

This l eft h e r with a d eficit of £293,917. But sh e h ad a n accumulat e d b a l a nc e of 

£344,83 5. By 1954-55 the estimates had ris e n to: r evenue £ 15,336,464, expenditure 

£ 15,334,486, l eaving a surplus of £ 1,978 ,az;id an accumulated balance of. £1,829,757. 

But h e r population had a ls o shot up from 1,237, 063 people in 1 943 to an e stimated 

1,500,000 by 1 95 5. She h as a thriving tourist industry, b a uxite has bro ught n e w 

m oney into the country and industria lis ati on proje cts a r e in h a nd, But h e r great 

problem is h e r expanding population. The bulk of Brita in's immigran t s from the 

Caribbean come from J amaica . They a r e a thrustful, veoturesome p eopl e, a people 

with big ideas. 

The desire fo r a l a rge r id entification, the sen se of West Indian-ness , is m o st 

pro nounc ed among them. The Unive rsity C ollege o f th e Wes t Indi es is in J a m a ic a 's 

lov ely Mona yalley. In m a ny ways this is the nursing gr o und of the n ew a nd growing 

West Indi an c·onsciousness. T he Jamaicans a r e fortunate, t oo , in having as th Ei. r 

l eade r to this c onfe r ence a m a n of the stature o f Mr. Manley with a sweeping, West 

India n vision. Ind eed , the entire British Caribbean is fortunate to b e a ble to send 

to the conference thr ee men of the calibre of M ess rs. Adams , G om es a nd Manley. 

The dream be hind federation is a nobl e dream: the creation of a new n atio n to 

grapple, a s a n a tion, with the problems of the once isol at ed p eople of a numbe r 

of far-flung islands in the Caribbean sea. OFNS-COPYRIGHT 

END 

• 
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Peter Abrahams. 

WEST AFRICAN BOOKSHELF 

I have just looked at the enormously long list of books that the British 

Council is sending out to Sierra Leone and the Ga.mbia for its Book ~xhibition. 

The list is twenty-six pages long and has, I should guess, at least two or 

t hree hundred booki titles on it. 

The first section gives titles of books dealing with Africa and the 

Commonwealth. Among the books in this section my eye was caught by my good 

friend Roy Lewis' book, SIERRA LEONE: A MODERN PORTRAIT. I expect many o~ you 

have read the book and met its author when he was out there collecting the 

material for it. And I don't have to tell those of you who met him that he is 

as charming as a person as he is as a writer. Then, too, there is Mborru Ojike's 

book, MY AFRICA which has had good sales both in this country and America;and 

Dr. Busia's study of The Chief in the Modern Political system of Ashanti is also 

on the list. There are a host of other books. One I would reccoillll.and most 

• strongly to you because I enjoyed it so much myself, is Sir Arthur Bryant's 

THE STORY OF E:tGLAND. Lord Hailey, Earl Attlee, the .Aga Khan - they and a host 

of others, are all here. 

There are other sections: sections on sport and recreation, and on travel 

and adventure. Anybody interested in reading about these is sure to find some­

thi~ to suit his taste here. But I want to devote the rest of my time to the 

section with the longest list of titles: the children's section, which alone 

takes up twelve pages of the entire list. 

I do this because it seems to me that reading is just about the most 

important, the most worthwhile, and the most rewarding habit to instil in 

children. It is a habit that opens all the i~P world to the child: it puts all 
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the knowledge, all the beauty, all the fun and laughter that men have r ecorded, 

within the reach of the child. And because reading is a habit one does not 

generally give up once one bas formed it, the child will enjoy and live with 

the pleasures of reading all its life. It was the beauty and happiness and 

inspiration that I found in reading that l ed me to writing books myself. And, 

of course, it i s much easier to form habits, good or bad, when one i s young. 

So I would urge you most strongly to teach your children the habit of reading 

as early as possible. And I mean reading for pleasure, for enjoyment, not just 

to pass exams. 

How does one set about this? Nothing i s simpler. When I was a boy, and I 

was a miser ably poor boy, mind you, I used to sit at my f ather's f eet. fd..y mother 

and brother and sister were there too. The time would be in the evening, after 

our last meal. 'My father would have a book on his knee from which he would r ead, 

always beginning his r eading with the magic words: "Once upon a time ..... 11 

We didn't have many books in our home; and those we had were falling apart and 

grey with age . But what magic they contained! "What magic! It was in those l ong­

ago days that my love of a good story was born. I have always blessed my 

parents for this: they gave me, I know now, something more important than wealth. 

My wife and I are t rying to do the same for our own childr en. Each evening, 

when the day's work and play i s done, we open a book and sit around the fire and 

read to our children. The t wo el dest children are ~~en and ~t now. We started 

seriously when they were three and four. ~1hen we started we had to choose the 

stories and explain them. Sometimes, quite often in fact, in the early days, the 

attention of the children str ayed. The younger one, the boy, got bore especially 

quickly. But things have changed now. It is they who now get the book and find 

the page and call us when r eading time arrives. You see, t he habit has been 
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formed already. And they are beginning to read for themselves. I feel very 

richly rewarded when I go downstairs from my work-room and see one of them flat 

• on his or her tummy in front of the fire, trying to read for him- or herself. 

And now they choose their own books when Christmas or birthday times come 

around. Of course, we still guide their taste in reading; still help in the 

selection of books. But more and more they are beginning to recognise and love 

a good story. And their collection of children's books is beginning to crowd my 

own bookshelves so badly that I have recently had to put one new shelf into my 

beciroom and one into theirs. This has led to some trouble between the elder two 

and the baby who is just a year old. The baby has no sense of the value of books, 

and. .when the others are not looking, or out of the room, she grabs their books 

and throws them around. I comfort the elder brother and. sister by saying: 11Never • 

mind. She's still a barbarian. Just wait until she can und.ersta.nd. and we'll 

teach her the value of books." And so we will. 

I have talked in this way to show you what personal and well-loved 

possessions our books are: indeed, they are our friends. And. we have these 

friends in every room of our small home: I even keep some in the lavatory! But 

back to the list of the British Council Book Exhibition. 

I came across a number of old family favourites in the children's list. 

There were the JUST SO STORIES by Rudyard Kipling which we read a winter or 

t wo ago; THE BULL THAT WAS TERRIFICO by Karel Jaeger, which they got fpf last 

Christmas and which the boy in particular enjoyed greatly: many among those for 

the yo~er children had been read and put away for the ,{baby. And it was 

very pleasing to see that THE SECRET GARDEN by F. Hodgson-Burnett, which we are 

now reading, i s on the list too. This book which tells the story of a little 

girl from India called Mary and two little boys called Colin and Dicken has 

been a great favourite since it was first published as long ago as 1911. The 
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story it tells is -wonderfully exciting. It takes the reader straight into the 

magic world of children and shows how Mary and Dickon help Colin,~hom everybody 

thinks a cripple, back to health and the run-about life of youth. But I do hope · 

the publishers will have this wonderful story edited and cleaned up a little 

before they reprint it next time. Sometimes too many words come between the 

reader and the story. But this is a small complaint against a really wonderful 

bo8k. 

Then there was ALICE IN WONDERLAND, which is shown in the list as costing 

12/6 but which you can get in soft cover for 2/-: that and quite a rrumber of 

others on the list we had read. But there were quite a few that we had not read, 

though some of them were on our bookshelves. These are pleasures to come. And 

many of the .books we have and love were not on the list. But I think the book 
noticed 

whose absence from this British Council list I f4ili~ most of all was THE VIND 

IN THE WILLOWS By Kenneth Grallame. This, to me and my family, is one of the 

most beautiful books in the English language. I myself have read it a number of 

times, often aloud in the evenings to my wife. And my children are getting 

ready for their second adventure with the Mole and the Toad and the Rat and 

the Otter - and all those wonderful little animals that Kenneth Grahame brings 

alive and leth talk and walk and act just like so many human beings we know. But 

even without THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS, there is enough good reading matter on the 

list for aey family. So start the reading habit in your children. Start it in 

yourself. Make it a family thing. Pick a good book and read it aloud to your 

wife or your sweetheart. You'd be surprised at the pleasure you'll get from 

it. So please begin now, for reading maketh a man - and a woman. And teach the 

children the love of books. 

• 

UWI L
IBRARIES



I 
R~'E"NOLDS NEWS Pe t er Abr ahams 

A MAN CALL~D HUDDL 'STON 

was 
b. gi ant f ar ewel l part y/thrown by t he black ci tizens of Johannesbur g f or a 

white man l ast December . The crean of 5outh Africa ' s blu t a l ~nt was at the p~r ty: 

t he best dancers, tha be s t si ngar s, t he best mu~icians . They pour ed out t heir 

hearts i n song and dance f or the i-thi t e man 1-,ho "\-/8 S l eavi ng ;t-;{.tfp{ af t -:ir spending 

t w13lve year s among t h'3m. And in t he audience , at tho J ohannesburg J3antu Pen ' s 

f'ocial Centre, bl a ck .?nd uhit e mingled f r eel y , r elaxedly. In South ~ rica tllis 

was as unique as the party i t self. 

Racial ha t red and racial bi t t er Mss ar ~ so sharp in South Africa today t hat 

t hi.t party was somet hi ng of n mi r acl e . The Nationn.list GovernT'.lent hove dra.wn t ho 

r acia.l lines s o sharpl y; can, a.nd doe s deal so ruthl e ssl y with t hose who .:i t ep over 

t hese r aci al line s , t hat t he meimi ng of t hat party i c1 sorrtething r are e.nd si gnificant 

I wsel f can t hi nk of no other whit e an or ,.roman f or vho:m tho 3outh Afri can bla cks 

would do t h~ same t oday. trby di d they do it f or this man? And who i s t hi s man? 

Hi s name i s Tr e vor Huddl est on. He uas born in Bedfor d i n 1913. He g r ew up 
he 

an~ wAnt to s chool i n ~ngl and; /w9nt to Oxfor d and, i n his va cations ha spent his 

time among tho hop- pick0rs of KPnt . Thi s l ed to his i nterest i n misoi onary wor k, 
\ 

so h~ wmt t o I ndi a and Ceylon -.hen he had finished at Oxford . Th'3n he return to 

thi s country ::md ,,es o i:-dai ned as an Anglican priest in 1937 . His f irst job was a 

curacy a t Swindon whero , he says : 111 met , an.ri i mr.iansely liked, the r a i l we.ymen of 

'::ngl and . 11 In 1959 he j oi ned the Corru:iunity of the Resunrection, a monastic order 

of th':l Church of F.ngl and -.)# i M whose m•;ober s t oke t he vows of pover ty, chastity and 

obodience . And so his l i nk with South Africa began, for tho t he Communi t y of t ne 

l ~surrection had, for a ve r y l ong time , done an enormous amount of educa tional 

mi s si onary work i n South Afrlce .. 

I have good r eason t o know what t he Community di d i n South Africa . I have 

experienced i t at fir st hand . But f or t he wor k of t he Co-.:nmunity I \ Ould s t i l l have 
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b~en i n t he hell-holes t hat ar e the slums of J oh~nnesburg. Cer tainly, I ~ould 

have had. some :,r i son r ecord, r.ii noc- or ser iou<;; , for it i s t he f ate of t hose who 
born 

~re/black in South ~f rica t o encounter , sooner or lat er , the forces of Iii a 

whit e l uw des ign~d t o keep t hem i n t~~lr ' pl ace • . But I was l ucky. I escaped t his 

' f .1.te ' ; an·! for this I o·,,e t hanks to t he/p{i ,f./}ef~~/,i,{Jfi-;{.t Fathe r s e.nd Br othor s of 

t h9 Commu.ni ty of t he Resurr-;ct ion who helped rn~ t o a.n educe t i on ;,hen t he St a t e 

couldn ' t car e l ~ss whe~her I vent to school or not. 

I ~as just one of the rrany poor bla ck ki dc at St . ~et er 1 G Secondary School , 

j ust outsi de Johannesburg . ~e came f roM the slum b~ckwater s of t he r iches t and 

gr~dtest city i n Af rj cs . We crunP. f r om shanty hovel s where sanitation was pri miti ve 

b?yond m(~,"lsure . But we dr eaixed, as do th~ young everywhC'lre, of escaping from t he 

ugliness and dirt t hat ma.de up our world. But education, t h,:, k<?y to the way out 

of our P'.isery, was free and compul <>or-.r f or ,hi t 'l ki ds on.ly. And i o I ha.d , at the 

ege of e½even, aft er having •or ked for t~o years in a tin f actory, preqented mysPlf 

a t a number of school s vhere I J.aarnib til l my saving .:; r an out, Hhs n I was broke I 

,•ent back t o work . I worked anywher e, di d ·inything t hE>.t came to hand . This went on 

t ill I got t o St . P~t er •s . Tb~re, f or t he f irst t i me, T s tudi ed unrler proper 

conditions : I ha1i enough t o eat, enough slriep . DrAami ne the or'3ams of youth becam~· 

possibl e . I l earnt t o l a.ueh and play . And it wa.s all right because I was not 

uni ue in my background . Th0 maj orit y of boys at t he school hail backgroun~s si milar 

to cine, had come f r om the sam~ r.rl.s8rable condi tions, hs d gona to work before t hey 

went t o s chool. At St . Pe t er ' s I - and all t he other boys who w.Jr e the r e with me, 

and t hose who had been there befor9 ~e, and t hose who r,a~e after - we were al l 

educat ed f or life . We wer e not onl y t aught to pass exams: we wer ~ t aught all the 

ot her things t hat make >1-;M socially u seful citi zens out of men and vomen. And I 

never paid a penny f or t he schooling I got. I didn't have a penny to pay. 

The gener al educat ional backgr ound to my school days was impor t ant too. Ther e 
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were l/.rbl,¢ j ust over 4, 000 primary and secondary schools .for "tho bh.cKs in the Uniox 

when I was at St~ Pet e::.- 1 s . Of tni s total, slight l y ove r- 2IDID wer e run by t he 

government and all tht1 res t by the :mi ssi onar i e s . Ti1er e exi s ts i n the urban area.a 

of South Africa today an educut ed black community, lit erat e and civilised, t hat 

i s a most as 1 rge as t he ent i r e white population of t he country. This ~e owe to 

the missionar i e s - and l <'lrgely to th9 fillislican missi onaries . 1 ithout th':-ir help 

this educated black co:ranrunity would havt? baen only a f r a c t i on of •.Jha.t i t i s now. 

Those m.3n and women who sang and danced and performed f or Huddl eston l ast 

Decerr:bar , wer e voicing , in small measure, t nrough j,{;i'.'µ{ t h.is gesture t o hi m, the 

great debt those of u s who "3.i.'e not 11hi t 13 owe to the mi ssionar i es of South rica. 

But t hat was only u part of it . They were performing too, e:x-pre ssill& their warmth, 

for Huddleston t he mbn e.nd wh~t he had, in himself, cotJ\3 to mean to them in the 

t welvo yea ... ' ::: he spent among them . 

Huddl eston had been sent t o South Africa in 1943 to t ake charge of the 

Com..'llUD.ity ' s Mi ssion in Sophiatown. Sophia.town i s p~rt of t he wes t ern arda of 

Johannesburg from which t :e Africans wer e r ecently moved because t.ae whites coveted 

t he pl ace . fen who held freehold title to t heir l and were forced to give it up 

bece.uoe t heir skins wer o black . 

os t f r om the moment of hi s arrival tlu,ldl est on i,'/rll.J was horrifi ed by the 

ugly r acial i sm. !!orr or soon turned into burnine C;iristi a.n anger: a.nd t h.m i t found 

expressi on . Huddleeton so.id : 

'Because God became '!an, any affront t o human dignity, such as r acial or 

colour discrimination, i s an insul t t o God himsel f . 11 

It was r efre shing for black folk to hear t his - oh, so r efreshing ! The church 

he.d so l ong haen silent ~o l ong about this manife st evil . Here, ut .last , was a 

man willing to r ai se his voi ce against an evil other s condoned by their silence . 
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Bu-c Huadl ast on didn(t become a church- politician. Tller o was an l arge 

a.mount of educational und wel fare , as well a~ r eligi ous work to oo done in 

Sophiatown. 1Ie did his ,,ork and di d i -c wel l. rle got to Know t ne 1-eopl e and t hey 

got to know him. The tull , thin- f o.ced , cassocked white man be came a familiar 

figure in t he miser abl e homes of t hose who lived in the s.uanty towns on the 

f r inges of the Golden Ci t y. I n 1349 Huddl est on wa.s ma.de Provincial of t he 

entire Cor.u::unity i n t he Union and Superintendent of St . Peter ' s School, 1 t he 

B.:...ack Eton of South .t.1.' ricS: 1 • Thi s m~ant still mor a wor~ . fut t he1·e .,ras t ime t o 

organisG a. childr en: s f eeding s cheme and t he founding of t-;{i H'fhe Huddl est on 

J azz Band11 t t~nd Yehui:.i ~..fenuh.in sayi ng: 11 Don1t .i'crg':lt , Father, it was the negro 

j azz bands chat f i rst brco.ohod t he colour bar in t he: 3t a t es . ., 

'l'h0re i 3 love t oo. Huddl os-c,on developed a de0p love f or the peopl e among 

whom he vorked, an•' they r es nonded by g iving him their l ove . 

Then t he South Afri can Government brought in i ts ' Bantu ~ducuti on Act ' in 

1955 which becamo effective on April 1st, 1355 . By this Act the Government 

r er1uired that all s chools f or bl acks be under t he cont rol of' the hlinister for 

l1ative Affairs who s aw 11no place !'or t he Nat i ve in ::uropean socie ty above t he 

level of certain forma of l abour " . Thi s was • Ver woer d, t~ationalis t Hini s ter 

of Native Affairs , who a-'-so said: ''If t he nati ve i s bei ng taught, in o.ny school 

today, t o expect t hat he will live his a dult life under a poli cy of equ.ul rights, 

he i s maki ng 1:1 bi g mi s t ake . 1' This ·..:as educati on f or serfdom. 

Huddl eston t hrew himself i nto the fight against thi e :>antu Jducation Act . 

'The world, 11 he so.id , ''does not kno,., the f earful l engths to which South Africa 

hd.s already gone in the suppr essi on of ptir s onal libert y . South Africa today is 

a pol ice State . I t h ; all too l i ke razi Germany at i t s begi nning . Freedom of 

movement no longer exi st s; a pa ssport i s a privi l ege, not a right , withheld 
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from those who incur the Qovor nment 1 fl di spl oa.sure . 11 

The Sou t 11 .'1.frico.n Gow;:r:run-:?~t launched r;. hitt er attack on Fuddleston . tle 

w.1.s p::.·osec.'Uted l. tir, a r-ui.ei ntr ~t e su.id to him: '1I s i t the functi on of a priest to 

defy a M!.gist r a t e? " 

And Hudd '.e~ton r erlied: "I s it the function of a priest to r 8rnain silent 

in tho f a co of in.justice ':' 11 

And of the Church iiuddl oston has s1Jid: "The Church has f ailed to uphold 

princi pl o ~ ainst prejudi ce , tho rights of persons ~c.i.nst the clf.:im& of _:Jover. 

'
1The Church i ::; connivi ng t..t injus t i ce ~nd oppr 1esion, and a t the policy 

of .....,hit3 supremacy bzc~use it foa.r n to l os9 the albgiencc ol its whit ~ members. u 

Lu.s t December Huddleston t on:c l 13ave of hi 3 bl ack friends . H" ' d been or der ed 

back tc, ~ngl and. by hi s Goi!'.muni ty. So bi -, f I'i•mds SanJ :lad danced theil· hear t s out 

-J36r him. Now, t omorrow, the r ecor d of !fuddl 3Ston' -~ t -wslve Y.3W-s in South Afr - ca 

i s being ,:)Ublichsd as a book . An:l n2xt ·.,>eek it wil l b,~gi n as se1·ie..l in Reynol ds 

News . I thi nk t hi s leci sion of Reynolds·~ews t o ser i alise Huddleston ' s book i n 

t he g.::·eatcst ~ervice ny ~ ti-,t£lis J..1 paper can de to both the cuus0 of Africa and 

the cuuso of Christi o.nty. Huddlest on h(,r; called his book N1\UG}1T FOi: YOUR CO!-ff'OnT. 

t ut for me, ~nd oth~r dark childr e n of Africa, ther e i 0 conlfor t i n t hn f act that 

1:uddl 1;;ston liv~n as he ·a.id, e.nd wr ot e this book t elling of t !1a t lif e . 

NJ\UG :T Ji'Ct. YOUR COr'FO .T, th~ title, i 3. tr1ke n frore Chester ton. 

I t':lll you naught for your comfort , 
Yeo., naught for your desire , 
c,r..ve t hat t he 3ky grows d~r ker yet 
And the sea r ises higher. 

Her e i s the t ruth about South Af rica ; her e, too, i s a gr eat , soul-s tirring 

Christ i an document of our time : a r eoord of fai lure by many and s t eadfastness by a 

few. But above all, i t i s t he r ecord and aff irmation of one man ' s fai t h and how 

he lived i t ~J4i¥% out . And the blacks sang for him wi th t heir hearts . 
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The West Indian Ne 

The West Indinn News e r •e ~ 

all hod high hopes for the future , 

P&ter Abl 

·ti.mo 

The da t~ for independence for the Feder h-d been set f 
May 31, 1962. Our politici ans seemed to hPve arrived nt bro~ 
ngreement on the key problems. There were of course , di~fer-:, 
ences. Trinidad wonted a s trong f ederal centre; J~a 
wanted a weak centre . But even these seemed capable of re­
solution bec~use it appeared that the people and their lenders 
had mr.de up their minds to forge a nation out of the s cattered 
islcnds o~ the Br itish Caribbean . 

Tnis was the setting in which the West Indirn News came 
into being. The intention was to draw the peoples of the 
scattered islands together by giving them t he same doil y new, 
bulle tin at the same time and with the same voices reading tht 

) 

news in every unit of t he Federa t i on as well v s in British 
Guiana. In this way the Redif funion Group hoped to give :poiJ'"lt 
and meaning to the federal reality by bridging the gap of time 
end space and overcoming the ignoran ce Pnd misunderstnnding nnd 

t . .. 

lr>ck of information between t he component uni ts . The \'lay• in 

which we proposed t o do this was by compiling , each day a.s 
accur t e and author i t ..... tive a news bulle tin as possible for alJ. ·o . . 
the pe o1;>le of the British West I ndi es. . . 1

, 0 
The West Indi an News itself went on t ho air for the 

f irst time on November and over t he p~st t wen ty months 
it hrs. vii t hout f ail, brought t he news from Md t o the _people 
of the British Caribbean . Tho Federat ion hPs collnpsed, e.nd 

! l. 
Trinidad and J amaic~, t he two leading members of tha former 
~ederation , wi l l nchieve their independence PS individual 
stntes in August . Barbfldos o.nd t he islands of the Wind~ds 

.. 
ond Leewards are now in process of se tting up a new Federation 
of 'The Eight'. ('' 

The \lest Indian s cene has cho.nged vest l y but t he ·.~est 
Indian Newo hns survi ved ns possibly one of the moot crcativo 
and constructive ~nd hopeful after-effects of tho unh ppy 
federal venture . And it is my oincere hope , r nd I know th t it 
is the hope of oll those Deople who put the newo together dai ly 
in the otudi oo of RP dio TrinidPd, of Barbndos Rcdiffusion, of 
3. G.B.s. in British Gui~na nn d of R~dio J amaica , thr t the , est 
Indian News will continue to bring the people of the region 
closer together by inforning tr.em about each other. In thin 

I • • 

ft 

sense we at the \,est Indian News arc s till federpted . \1'e still 
work together in unity. And even our critics nnd our competitors 
concede that ours is the best daily news bulletin in the entire 
regio~ . Indeed they often pay us t he supreme compl iment of 
'lifting• items of news from our bulletins. 

As with all really good idees the octual mechanics of 
putting the news together is a c omplex operation which has been 
reduced to a bevutiful pettern of simplicity. Roughly on hour 
befor.J the news i.;3 to go on the air I go i nto my little crontrol 
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room which , e.l t hough i t i s physically situat ed in J am ... 

r ecognised a s West Indian "territor y . At the s ome t ime 

ne ws edi tors and the news r e nders in TriridfJJ. 1n ::Serba do .. . 

J -,mr i ca fi ll en t er s peci al studios i n thei z:.10~Jpec tive te!:.;ri t v.1 - "­

I t hen call Cable nnd Wi reless , Barbado s Md they r e port to me 
the cable l i nk between the variou s terr i tories. Then I cnll 

e ach of t he s tudios i n t urn And the voice l evel s are che pked 
and Pdjusted . \/hen our r ndio CAble l inks are S[) tis fnc tory 

Cnble ~nd \~ire l e ss of f i cially hands ov er the circuit to me , im 4 

tho busine s s o f putting t he news together be1si n s . 

Beg i nning wi th BAr b~dos , e r ch news e di t or t hen gi ves me 

his n ews for the d13y . We diocuss t 11i s , check i t , rewr i te the 

news when n e ceos ro-y s o t hn t o clear en d compr ehenai ble pa t t e rn 

of t he day ' s n ews throu ghou t the regi on emer ges . In thi s 

proces s en edi t or in Bnrbndos or in J mMica or i n Trin i da d often 
ha□ t o go b~ck t o hi s n ews room to ge t more infor mati on or e l se 
t o check some SMA l l but i mport~n t poin t of f p.ct. At other 

times the demr.nds of t he nev✓S mey be such th· t our Trinida d s tudio 

ha s to gi ve an item of its n ews to be inccrpor a ted into e~ ther . 
tho Barbc dos or J amaica bul l e tin or convers e l y , so thA t t he , 

news will come out i n the most streoml ine d manner. Timing i s 

a very import8n t f actor en d e och i t em of news i s timed do~ to 

the l ris t second. 

When all lihe sorti ng out , t he editi ng , the rewriting h os 

been done , I arr~nge the order in which the bu l l e tin is t o be 

r e corded f or broa dc r s t. L'ver y t hi ng i 3 now s e t . At t h i s point 

I check th~ t the oper~tor s i n e ach of t he studios are rendy t o 

record and then our news reedcrs take over . I 6ive t he s ignal, 

the bull etin is recorded nnd ten minutes or so l oter the ~isten-
er in Bri t i s h GuiPna, the lis t ener in TrinidPd, the list ener in 
Barbcdos , the listen er in the Win dwnrds nn o. Leewrrds , ho~ s a ,, 

~ 

"This is Don Prou df oo t from RAdio Tri n i dFd - - ----" or 

"Thi s is Yusuf Ali from Barbados Redif fusion ---" or 

"Thi s i s Ayub Hamid from B.G.B. s . - ----------- " or 
" Thi s i s Peter Ince from Rndio J ,,mRica --- ----- --" . 

The West Indi on News is on t h e air . 
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East Africa -Today: 5 

Poverty, Aid, Investment, Politics (2) 

You will remember we were talking about land l as t time. I told 

you t ha t while in Kenya land was being subdivided and sold t o the 

Africans as fast •s the Kenya Government could buy out the settlers, 

in Tanzania no-one owned property on a freehold basis. _ 

If you are an investor of the kind who wants to get as much f or 

your money as you possibly can, and most investors are tha t kind, then 

thi s question of whether you can or cannot buy land outright becomes 

important. So t here are no big ho tels on Tanzania long and beautiful 

beach f ronts. This does not mean Tanzania discourages investment. 

Nyerere made it clear that the country needs investment but on t erms 

that they will approve of. For in s tances the grea t sisal esta tes 

stretching from~ Tanga, near the Kenya border, to Moshi in t he 

foothills of Kilimanj aro, are opera ted by private investors; and 

these people are very ~appy to deal with Nyerere' s government. These 

investors are making money for themselves but in the process they are 

creating jobs in the country, contributing to i t s national wealth, and 

i mpr oving t he skills and living standards of its people. Other would-be 

investors found the controls and supervision and the governmen t's 

insi s tence on treating t he Afr icans with r e spect, r a ther irksome , so 

t hey t urne d to Kenya where things are not quite so strict. 

}~d here the power politics of the 'cold war' inevitably came in. 

Nyerere •·s government did not adopt an anti-communist, anti- Chinese 

pos ture. He himself ins isted on his country ' s right t o decide for i t self, 

without pressures f rom anyone, wha t is best f or its people . The result 

h as been less .American investment and less American aid for Tanzania. 

When I discussed this with Nyerere he was no t angry about it. This was 

how it was . The .Americans had the right to us2 their money as they saw 
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fit: i f t hey used ±% their aid as an in s trument of their forei gn 

policy tha t was their bus ine s s. Tanzania's position was tha t she would 

welcome help from any source , but not a·t t he price of becoming any­

body ' s s a telli t e . He knew tha t t his wa s t he hard way to go about it, 

tha t thi s way the t a sk o~ defea ting poverty would be more difficult . 

But thi s way also led t o dignity and self- re spect. 

And so it i s t hat Kenya an d Tanzania seem to me to h ave set out 

on t wo differ ent roads i n t heir a ttempts to cope with the problems 

of pover ty. Kenya ' s is t he roa d of wha t i s usually described as 

priva t e enterprise . But, on paper at least , t his will be a planned 

priva te enterprise/ e conomy: it will be flexible and i t will bor r ow 

whatever it find useful i n ot her systems . The Tanzanian road is a 

much more carefully planned economy, with private enterprise having t o 

fi t i nto the overal l pl an . The corner stone of t his road , it seems t o 

me , is co- opera tive acti vi t y in agri cul ture end gover nment guidance 

an d par ticipa tion here is almo s t complete . 

I n travell ing t hrough t hese t wo countries I got t he f eeling of a 

ba s ic conserva tism in Kenya and an equally ba sic r adicalism in Tanzan iao 

I felt that right now t he leaders and people of Kenya wanted a period 

of peace and quietness , a period in whi ch they can relax e little . 

After all , it i s not s o long ago s ince t hey fought a savage and bitter 

war f or their freedom . So a desire t o con serve , a wi sh f or a time of 

peace and qui et and n o more s truggle is not surpri s ing . 

All over Tanzania , on the other hand , but e s pecially on the s treets 

of Dar e s Sal aam , I found myself en dle s sly sensing ~he mood of r adical isD 

l f oun d here t he exiled political leaders of Sou th Africa; I f oun d 

r epr eeanta tive s of t he banne d African pol itmcal par ties of Rhodesia and 

o t hers . This was a pl ace of prepar a tion f or futur e ba ttle , the home 

of refugees f r om c entra l and southern Africa . 
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Eas t Africa Today : 6 

-
Political Power & Pan-Africanmsm 

Jomo Kenyatt a is in his seventies now . He has only been head of 

state for about three years_l't"O'W". Before that he had spent seven years 

in imprisonment followed by a period of banishment to a bleak and 

remote corner of his land. He has been one of the mos t abused men in 

the world . One Governor of Kenya described him as ' The lea der to 

darkness ' . • Today he i s undi spu ted ruler of his country and the 

symbol of the pride and dignity and power , first of all of t he Kikuyu , 

and then of all the other tribes of Kenya. Everybody in Kenya knows 

t his . Kenyatta is in power for as long as Kenyatta lives or for as 

long as Kenyatta wants to be in power. And when I see Kenyatta I saw 

how very much the Old Man enjoyed ~his . After the year s of struggle 

he is enjoying the fruitft . There is today a fran~ and open cult of 

personality around Kenya t ta. Everybody talks about the wi sdom end the 

genius and the unders t anding of Mzee ( that is what everybody calls him 

and it means t ' The Old One ' ), and Mzee enjoys every minute of this 

adulation and fla ttery. And it is not just confined to Kenyatta ' s 

Afr ican supporters. I a ttended a public ceremony where the British 

High Commissioner, Mr . Ma lcolm Macdonald s poke in these ssme terms . 

:FJverybody does it 1 the Americans too . You f ind pictures of Kenyatta 

in ~very shop, in every office, in every public building. It is under­

standable. He is the symbol of African victory; and he i s a great man. 

I t is not surprisl:"ng then i f 1this heroic old man wan ts to relax and 

take things easy and enjoy the frui t of victory. None of the young men 

around him , not even Tom Mboya are of his .s tature . So none of t hem 

dare s t and up to the old man akmc:t over any i mportant issue. The one 

person who does s t and up is the Vice President, Oginga Odinga. 

Odinga represents the kind of radicalism that prevails in Tanzania, 
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and which says that political in depedence by itself is onli half t he 

battle won, the other half is economic independence. In additi on 

Odinga's Pan-Africanism i s still a s strong as it was before Kenya 

became free. Odinga ha s also been in contact with the ·Chinese and 

t here are stories of his having received money from them. 

And s o Odinga h as been branded as a communist, as an ti-white, a s 

some sort of agent of Peking. An d whenever ·there is an anti -communis t 

scare, anf they are quite frequent in Nairobi, there axe a ttemp t s to 

connect Odinga with it. The point I am trying to make is that in 

Kenya today Pan-Africanism h a s ceased to be the dynamic force it once 

was , partly because it is associated with radicalism an d t he lea ders 

of Kenya are not radically inclined at this moment in time. 

Julius Nyerere is a young man just entered on his forties. He has 

been in active poli t ics for about fifteen years (Kenyatt a 's political 

lif • spans something like 50 year s ). He has not been in j ail, hi s 

peo ple did not have to fi ght a phys ica l war for their free dom. He is 

no t t he leader of t he grea test or most powerful tribe in his country. 

When they tried to make him President for life he turned angrily on the 

people in hi s pat.li ament and said the people of the countr y mu s t al ways 

have the right to s ack 'him. He believes passiona tely in African freedom, 

no t jus t Tanzanian freedom, an d s o his country ha s given refuge t o 

thousan ds of ref ugees from South Afr ica, Portuguese Eas t Africa , Ango~a , 

Rhodesia. He has transmitted thi s passiona te belief to his people and 

out of t hei r poverty t hey have s omehow been able to help house and f ee d 

and clothe these refugees. 

Thi s then i s East Afr ica today and some of it pr oblems : I think 

Kenya tta i s t he symbol of the Eas t Afric~ poli tical victor y. I t hink 

Nyerere is the symbol of t he East African hope for tomorrow. And I 

t hink the gre a test challenge of all i s t he challenge of povert y. 

UWI L
IBRARIES



2 

I n 1952 Tanzania did not yet exist. Bhat we had t hen was the 

British administered Uni t ed Nations Trust Territory of Tanganyika, 

and the British Protec t ed Saltanate of Zanzibar. In t anganyika there 

were nearly 8 mil lion Africans , a l ittle over 70 , 000 Indians and 

16 , 000 Europeans. And al t hough things wer e not as bad as in Kenya at 

the time , a pol icy of what t hey called ' multi-racialism ' had been worked 

out which gave the 16,000 Europeans the s ame number of seats in the 

Legislati ve Council as the nearly 8 million Africans had. Except 

for the highlands in the Moshi and Arusha area in the foothills of 

Mount Kilimanjaro , the colour bar and colour prejudice were not as 

vicious as in Kenya. Political power , however , was as firmly in 
really 

European hands in Tanganyika a s in Kenya. In Zanzibar, which is/JIJI: 
two 

/islands - wnnxi:axxarli~x%JUlx:bli:mtri::a the second of which is named 

Pemba - there are more than a quar t er of a ~ill ion Africans, about 

46,000 Arabs , near on 19 , 000 Indians and a few hundre d Europeans . 

1 Here on the islands which are about 22 miles off the coast of Tanganyika , 

the Arabs have exercised political power for centuries. When I was 

there in 1952 they seemed as firmly entrenched as t hey had ever been . 

Today Zanzibar and Tanganyika h ave become the United Republic of 

Tanzania, with the Afr ican majority firmly in control on the mainland 

and in both of t he i slands. Just before I left e l ections were held an d 

I had a fascinating glimpse of how elections could be conduc t ed in a 

one-party state - but I ' ll tell you about tha t later. 

Ther e was the third country tha t makes up East Africa: Uganda. But 

there wasn ' t t i me fo me t o see it on this trip. It was the freest of 
{;~O O'O"t, 

the lot in 1952 . Tha t is the background then . Eas t Africa has M1 1M a 

p d::S'S.W' ■tsiic square miles and ~ million peoples. Next we will 

look a t the individual countries in some detail . 
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Eas t Africa Today: 2 

Kenya: Aand & People 

About the middle of August of this year I made a trip in which 

I tried to retrace, as far as possible, all the details of a trip 
August of drove , 

I ha d made in Kenya in/ 1952. I w.Et.t from Nairobi to Kisumu which 

i s Kenya's chief port on Lake Victoria. I went by way of the Rift 
. 

Valley and the journey was just under 220 miles. It took me the best 

part of a day because I stopped often to check on how things were, 

compared with how they had been 13 years ago. 

In those days all the land I had driven through had been known 

as the White Highlands, and it had been reserved for Europeans only. 

mn those days the White Highlands stretched over 13,000 square miles 

of the most fertile, well watered and beautiful land you could wish 
\ 

to see. If there is any other stretch ·of land, anywhere in the worl d , 

tha t is as rich and beautiful, I have not seen it or heard of it. 

3,000 white settlers farmed that v as t stretch of land. This gives us 

an average of 2,560 acres for every white settler to farm. Bordering 

on this land, and lning cheek by jowl with it, was the Kikuyu Reserve 
\ 

in which l ¼ million Africans lived on 2,000 s quare miles of land. This 

works out at slightly over one zax• acre per person for the Kikuyu. 

If there are still people who are not clear about the causes of t he 
October 

Mau Mau, which began shortly after I left Kenya , in/ iQ.t11J1:mar of 1952 , 

and l as ted until January of 1960, all those people have to do is to 

examin e these lan d distribution figures. The war known as the Mau Mau 

was fought for the richest land in Kenya, and it was fought by the 

bi ggest tribe which was also the one most desperately starved for l and . 

There are over forty different tribes in Kenya. A few of them, the 

Kikuyu, the Luo, the Kamba, the Abaluhya, are in the million mark and 

more, but t he majori ty of tribes r ange from between fifty t housand 
to a hundred thousand in numbers.

1 

,, . 
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Most of the tribes have their own tribal regional land areas and 

speak their own distinctive languages, and the country is divided into 

seven Regions that fit broadly into this tribal and language pattern. 

The Kikuyu, over a~illion and a half strong, Kenyatta's people occupy 

the Central Region as well as parts of the Rift Valley; the Luo, Vice 

President Oginga Odinga's people, an d Tom Mboya' s people, and Achieng 

Oneko's people - also more than a million strong - occupy the Nyanza 
that 

, region/HK hugs the great Lake Victoria. Then you have the smaller 

but still sizeable Embu and Meru tribes who live in the foothills of 

Mount henya and are •tribal coufsins of the Kikuyu: together they 

number over 600,000. These four tribes who together add up to close 

3½ millions out of a total popula tion of just over 9 millions, are the 

politically dominant tribes of Kenya today. And among them the Kikuyu 

are foremost, the senior partners, the tribe that won . the war .and lost 

10,000 dead. 

So, the greatest changes you see in Kenya today are s een in Nairobi 

and the Regions of the four dominant tribes. Progress is a little 

slower for the les / tribes, life a little harder. But the dominant 

tribes and t he constitution all make it plain t hat the aim is to develop 

t he country for the benefit of all its people, not just the main tribes. 

But the f act that you do still have the remnan -U.\ of tribalism does make 

thi s difficult. The non-African minorities - the 49 ,000 Europeans, and 

the 183 , 000 Indian s - are learning to live under African power, and 

many have found it much pleasanter than they f eared. 

But the real problem of Kenya - as indeed of all East Africa - is 

the problem of pove~;y. And it is this problem tha t I will look a t 
, 

next. 
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East Africa Today: 3 

Kenya: Poverty & Employment 

On the morning .of Tuesday , August 24th, I s aw a milling crowd of 

Africans outside Nairobi's exclusive New Stanley Hotel Police were 
• 

trying to disper se the crowd but it soon reformed again. At first I 

thought it was · some kind of demonstration, but I soon discovered tha t 

it was n o such thingo These people were there because in that morning' s 

paper there had been an advertisement s aying "Interna tional 6rganisa tion 

requires sa les representatives". And all these people had gone there 

hoping to get the jobs: t hey were job seekers of the city. The 

representatives of the firm tha t h ad advertised had t o come down from 

hi s r oom and explain that his firm was looking for someone who had 

been to a college or who had a university degree. The crowd then 

di spersed in a mood af anger and frustra tiono xxkaxKxiirl•~mu:illxa 

i:itt iaxi.Jltt~o:.trlmxii:.bunrlKxiJraxn~11x Unemployment is a major 

pr oblem in enya, and nobody in the government pretends otherwi s e . 

For ins t ance in 1960 there were 560, 000 Afr icans who were gainfully 

employed; but in 1964 the number of African s gainfully employed h ad 

dropped to 497,000. In ot her words , in 1964 there were 63 ,000 fewer 

Africans in pai d jobs than t here were in 19600 An d t he popula tion has 

been growing a t t he r a te of 3% a year. All t hi s has made the t a sk 

of r educing unemployment f antas tically diff iculto 

Poverty, unemployment and low wages nearly al ways go together. 

J amaican workers and J amaican tra de unionis ts are likely t o find 

Kenya ' s wage rat es shocking . On August 24th of this year a supplement 

to t he Kenya Gazette was publi shed in which t he basic minimum wages 

for a~icultural workers were s e t out. There was a lis t of empl oyers 

who were excluded from t he requirements of the minimum wage s 

regula tions , and the Kenya Government was one of thos e e4:uded. 
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The minimum wages regula tions provide that an adult male must _be 

paid a minimum of £3 a month if he wor ks on a monthly contract , or 

£3 . 10. o. if he works on t he basi s of a completed ticket; for women 

t he r a tes are £2 a month of contract and £2 . 6 . 6 on com__pleted ticket; 

f or young men under 18 the rates are £l ol6oO and £2 . 2o0; and f or 

young women under 18 they are £lo4 . 0 and £J. . 8 . 0. In addition employers 

will not be entitled to charge for housing but they may deduct 5/ -

a month from wages for every half- acre of land they e.llow e worker to 

cultivate for his own use. The work week is a 46-hour , six- day week; 

which leave the worker with only Sunday as the day on which he can 

grow some food to feed his f amily. Let me repea t that all these are 

mon thly minimum rates. In Kenya today the majority of agricultural 

wor kers earn the kind of money in a month that the J amaican agricultural 
1 

wor ker i s not prepared to work for for a week. 

Wage r a tes in towns are better, with shop assistants , office 

workers, cleEks, earning anything between £10 e.nd £20 a month. 

And so we have the picture tha t the annual per capita income in 

Kenya i s £2 4 as against J amaica' s .£139 . But in the c awe of Kenya where 

l arge numbers of its people do not measure wealth or earnings in money 

terms certain allowances have to. be made . But even after thos e allowances 

have been made real per capita income is s till not very much more than 

£30 a year. So poverty i s very real, as real and aW""challenging as the 

famine that hit the Kamba people of t he Machakos area when I was there . 

And it i sn't only in Kenya . In Tanzania per capita income i s £19. 6 . Q. 

An d the average Tanzanian does not expect to live beyond the age of 35 
three discuss 

year s . Thi s is poverty indeed. In my l a st/±m1 talks I will/ ±axxx~•• 

the problems created by thi s poverty and the plans to overcome t hem. 
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East Africa Today: 4 

Poverty, Aid, Investment, Politics. 

In 1962, talking about incidences of racial discrimination, 

President Julius Nyerere of Tanzania said: "Our people have expected 

much from independence which it is impossible to give themo But I am 
~ 

dtermined that they will get one thing and that is personal respect." 

Nyerere has also been honest enough to admit his country's present 

poverty. He it was who s aid publicly in his country's parliament t hat 

the life expecta tion of the average Tanzanian was 35, that the per 

capita income was ~19 . 6.0 and that the country could not supply all 

its trained manpower needs from its own people. And in a Five Year 

Develop~ent Plan, the first of a number of such Plans, he set three 

main target: to raise the per capita income to £45 by 1980; to raise 

the life expectation to 50 years, and to be fully self-sufficient in 

trained manpower by that year. 

Kenya too has a Development Plan; this one is for the years 1964 

to 1970. The Kenya Plan is not as explicit a.s is tha t of Tanzania. 

It does not say what the life expectation of the average Kenyan now 

is or what level it is planned to raise it to. It s ays that if the 

Plan succeeds the average family in Kenya nll earn £200 a year but 

it does not indicate the size of the average family. The Tanzanian 

Government plans to spend about £50million a year under its~lllllld 

Development Plan. The Kenya Plan does not say what sums it is planned 

to spend. I can therefore f airly say that ~XllJUl:i:JQ; Development p~anning 

is much tighter in Tanzania, than in Kenya, and that Tanzanian tEB.gets 

are very much more clearcut on the whole . 

There are other very important differences in the approaches of 
/ 

t he two countries, and land is perhaps a primary example. In Kenya 

there i s an extensive and important Land Settlement programme. The 
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' East Afr ica Today: l 

East Afr ica: The Face of Change 

' I returned from a six- week visit to Ea st Africa at the beginning 

of l as t month . The previous time tha t I had l ast been in Eas t Africa 

was thirteen years earlier , in 1952 , the year the t s aw the beginning 

of the Mau Mau in Kenya . The world ha s changed grea tly since 1952 , 

and Africa has probably changed more greatly than most other parts 

of t he world; and I wanted to go and s ee this change for my self. 

Perhaps the best way to highligbt the change is t o run. t hrough a 

few hard f acts, to show how it was i n 1952 and how it is to day. 

When we speak of East Af rica we are in f act speaking of three 

countries: Kenya, Tanzania , and Ugan a.a . 

When I was there in 1952 Kenya was a British Colony which was 

politically and economically domina ted by white settlers . The popula tion 

then was estima ted at just less than six millions. Of t hese t he white 

settlers numbered about 40 , 000 ; but t hey could elect 14 represen ta tive : 

t o the Legislat ive Council . The more than -5¼ mill ion African s did not 

have a single e l ected represen t a t ive t hough the Governor nominated 

six people to speak for the Africans . The Indians who numbered about 

100,000 could elect six people t o repre sent their inter e s-t s ; and t he 

25 , 000-oddfi Arabs had one elected and one nomina ted. In addition there 

were 26 Official European representatives. This mean~ tha t Kenya ' s 

Legco in 1952 had 40 Eu.Dopeans repres8mting t he British Government , an d 

settler interests; and 14 non-Europeans representing African , Indian 

and Arab interests . Today Kenya has a popula tion of slightly more than 

9 millions. It is an independent Republic within the British Commonwealt 

and its President is Jomo Kenyatta. It ha s a parliament made up of an 

Upper and Lower House and politica l representation i s on t he basis of 

"one-man-one-vote" . The result is that political power i s now firmly 

in the hands of the African majority in Kenya. 
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land which t he Kenya Government has bought out from the white settlers 

who decided to leave after independence, ha s been divided into units 

ranging in size from 7 to 80 acres. These have been sold to small­

holders on terms that make it easy for them to acquire and cultiva te 

\ 

the land. So far _ well o~er l ½ million acres of former White Highlands 

have been subdivided and sold to something like 16,000 African families o 

And there is at lea st another 3 million and more acres to be acquired 

when t he Government can raise the money. Tal ks between the Bri t ish 

Government and that of Kenya on this particular matter of money to buy 

out t he remaining white settlers are in fact taking place right now. 

So lend, and the redistribution of land is a key plan by which t he 

government of Kenya hopes to grapple with the problems of poverty and 

unemployment. It also depends very heavily on outside grants and 

loan money an d it is making strenuous efforts to a ttract foreign 

investment money. And since investment money and political radicalism 

rarely go together, it has shut down the Lumumba Institute a few miles 

outside Nairobi, it has become exceedingly cold towards the Chinese, 
• 

and it has lost much, or seem to have lost much, of its origin~l interes 

in the Pan-African movement. All this has paid off and more aid end 

investment money is going into Kenya today than into the other East 

Afr ican countries. 

In Tanzania on the other hand, no one has freehold right to any 

land. All land is held by the government on behalf of all the people, 

and is available for productive use by all the people. If you are a 

citisen and you can farm 100 or 200 acres productively then tha t lend 

i s lea sed to you for as long as you use it well. This appli~to small 

f arms and great estates. The moment you a:ease to use it well it can be 

taken from you. This applies to all land, everywhere in the country, 

not even Nyerere can own a square inch. But more next time. 
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• ~ 0 . 
The ·-FPen t i ers of Our Ilui&@1i ,t,y 

We live high up in the hills of . st. Andrew, J t=>maica ; and 
~ 

J3maica i s 8 beautiful and a peaceful land. It i s e l and in which 
' . 

people of many races and many colours have gone further in working 

out the problems of living together in harmony than any other pl2ce 
. and people 
/I know. And it is because it represents , in terms of the problems 

OW"'-
of ,r ace and colour , the antithesis of my native South Africa that 

l" . 
I live here with my fami l y. This is not to say tha t J amaica ha s 

no problems . It has serious problems of poverty ~\unemployment, 1 
~ • L 

homelessness. an d Che despair that comes when people do not know 

where the; are going. An d wi thout .having colour bars, obvious 

discrimina tion or sharp and overt expressions of prejuiice, it yet 
economic & ~sychological race and 

has/:tka4 overtones and undertones of iliI«El.mmi«x.axa:q2•~Dii•gurl 
' \. 

colour. But f or all i&.a:ii its problems it i s still et:'lsier for a 
' • person to cross t he frontiers of colour and of prejudice here~ 

el~herr~ ~ k ~ r~-
of 

It is partly because/this iBXJD that our long veran dah high up 

in the hi lls is often crowded on Sunday mornings . People come to 
out ~ the i deas ofj 

meet others and· to try/ideas or challenge/others. Mos tly they are 
k. ·, 

J amaican s of all she..;:>es) sizes, s~ades, colours. Every now and then 

we have Americans er Africans or Europeans or, more rarely, Asians . 

(It hes been my joy on two or three occasions to watch .AmerJcan Negro 
~~~{rt.. . ,, .JJ. 

friends shed that invisible but very real protective shield and 
J... f,. 

function si~ply a~ human beings, in a world of other hum?n beings ). 
r,, 

Sometimes the visi tors are jounnalists from far pladee, come in 

search o~ a;. s tory, e: t4§:;...,~ wi~t their own mould of preconceptions. 
, (. 1L... . ~.c~ 

into which to force what _<lthey a.n,.d heat'. I found that tl-e·s-e few 
"(L ~ "0 ~ / 

who ,are committed to/~ 
1

race w •. efte4JJl t he lighter d ~rkW . .f\" 
,· -· . ( ;., """' 
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races of mankind are most guilty. Thus a famous English journalist 

came end sat on our long 
among the 

a violent racial clash/ 

. he had found he 
verandah and on the 'evidence//predicted 
people of this 'island 
L~ ter my friend warned gloomily in the 

English NEW STATESMAN of the imminence of such a clash. Nearly three 
still 

years have passed and there is/no sign of it. More recentlj 

another visiting writer passed through collecting material for a 

book on the coming world-wide •race war•. This one, toe, seemed 

singularly unwilling to permit any ray of hope t o creep in and in 
I 

any way disturb the mould of inevitable tragedy which he has 

predicted for a number of years. The trouble is that many of u s 

have developed a vested interest in the •colour conflict•: it has 

become our 'business'; some of us make big money out of it, ot hers 

become famous and important because of it. And we are not always, 

all of us, big enough to either see or want to see the personal 
constitute the founda tions ef 

and selfish motives that sometimes/mui:xau our interest in the 

colour problem. And we are sufficiently rich in ready-made villains 

to easily s till all doubts that might creep in by s imply yelling 

South Africa! Angolal Mississippi! Smethwick! to show tha t we are 

on the s~de of the angels and the angels are on our side. fill[ 

xaa And when you are on the side of the angels and the angels are 

on your side there is no room for self-doubt or self-criticism. Often 

this mental sta te is accompanied by an attitude of insufferable 

pompous self-righteousness. Perhaps it w~s this pmposity in the f ace 

of a difficult and delicate and painful problem with deep moral 

implications tha t called forth t he wrath of Mr . Adlai Stevenson at 

the United Nations. 

And yet, pompous or no, thos e who provoked Mr. Stevenson's 
as 

wrath were/convinced of the es sential rightness of t hei r position 

as was Mr. Stevenson of his. It i s a t this point that we come up 
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against what amounts to an al.most total collapse of communication. 

The delega tes at the United Nation s were talking about the same 

thing, but they might as well have been talking about totally 

different things. What was right and decent and moral for one side 

was ugly and wi·cked end immoral for the other: -good was evil, evil 
'ft Jd ·~·~ C: J 2 .;b;:..:;..d.: .tLl.)[£..., ':P► rr.>=\ ,,c I 9 ~.....d ,.... ,ta ~ 

g 0 od depending which s ide you were on. A I seemed th:at over the 

,, painfully tragi c Congo situation and particulerly over the U.S.­

Eelgi an rescue operetion there had ceased to be a common body of xx 
• 

values by which to judge wha t was right from wha t was wrong . And 

when such a situation is reached there i s in tact a total collppse 
~ a.:. ·~ ?~ ~~-<.. ,-L_ c:.J,t_ ~ clt. ~ 

of communicetion. "6 I...~ .lo ~ Al.v-: ~ w-'- rlc. ~ le ,4, trlu-- , lesi 
Sunday of depressin~ly senee-

The/u~ after the news/au the rescue operation and the/death 

of Dr . PPul Carl son
1 

a friend came and sA t on our l ong verandah 

and literally 'blew his top'. He was not an African or E J emaican; 

end if the:Ft 1♦ .! e arty Me.gro :i n l fsim bho e-t»e:i:~ lm d beeil w8sfi€ 11 1 0 

ilii'uB_ iif..vt 1 b ::ae 11 •* ¥iai~l li ?iCI the z he Ii ss a». ~ came from Dlf.XB.fx 

tk2 Hai ti, an exil e from the bleck dictatorship of 'Papa Doc '. And 

the reason for his bitter , consuming rage wes because ~e saw the 

whole Congo rewcue opera tion in terms of black and white. He seid 
., I 

that all the fuse and all the lurid heedlines were beceuse the 

people involved - Dr. Carl son end the _other s - were whi te. If they 

had not been whi te there would have been no rescue operation, no 

sensational worldwide hePdlines. I.nu the conclusion to his bitter 

end angry tirade we s t hat the West still had one set of val ues for 

the humanity of white s and another for tha t o~ n•s-whites . 

I prot4eted that the whites who ha d been hel d hos t age - and many 
{ ,, 

of whom had been killed - had gone er s tayed in the Congo to serve , 
L I 

t hat the exploitera, the r ecialists and the money-grubbersJ had gone 

while the going was ~ood; and 1;,o f'w~ed~e~~;±.,,~ t~iie';-
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JUixiEc:.bdar people of goodwill, those who repudiated r ecialism 
and humiliated 

and exploitation, who hAd been violated/and tortured and killed. 

But even as I protes ted I understood the nature of my friendbs 

towering rage arid the reason for it. What he said was true. There 

was end\~ double s t andard in operation. There had been no such 

rescue operation, no thought of such an ~pere tion, for Petrice 

LUJ!J.umba/ when be had been delivered into the hands of the men 

of his arch-enemy Tshombe. An d when Lumumba was murdered only 

the Afro-Asians seemed as deeply disturbed then as the West now 

seemed over t he iaJdJI murders of Dr. Carlson and the others. This 

is of &ourse only one aspect of t he complex and tragic Congo 

s ituation. There are other very important aspects: the ideologicel 

conflicts of the 'cold war' is one, the ending of fighting i s another 

the creating of stable national and ~regional administrations is 

yet another, and so i s the need to create a sense of national 

identity and to begin the process of getting the economy going once 

more. But none of t hese very important other aspects of the 

Congo problem can, it seems to me, be resolved independently of the 

question of s tandards and values in the relations betweent the 

dar ker an d lighter races of mankind. These ere, in any event, 

problems tbat will be around fore long time because there are no 

s imple, overnight solutions to them; certainly no military solutions. 
' l'lilitary acti·on, inevitable and necessary as it may be, simply 

, ~ ~~" t ~'i t~-CL l~ 
po s tpones the ~ckling ef ·Xilmxxmd ttlese very real problems. 

So where do we begin? I suggest by trying to find out why there 
was at the U.N. 

/is this almost total collapse in meaningful communication/between 

the West on the one hand and t he Afro-Asians on the other. 

And J think the first question we must esk, and answer is whether , 
the Afro-Asians on the one hand and the Westerners on the other 
place t he same qualitative value on each ot her's human· ,,_~ .__.. a~ 
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on their own . And here again there are no pat and easy answerso 

I em certain both sides would insist that their answer to the 

question is 'yes'. But one careful and nx critical look at the 

world in which we live would. cast very grave doubt on the validity 

of such an answer. At best, ~and in the best of all possible worlds, 
fellow _ ~ '2,..-. \.--- , 

the other/mJU1Xis always just a little less perceptive , a little 
1 

_ l f ss forgiving 
less sensitive, a li t tle less gentle, 0 little/.tmlux and a little 

less compassionate than we are . We do not necessarily hold this 
even 

against him: we may/m like him the better for it. Eut there is a 

very real difference between ourselves and the other fellowo This 

is so in all societies , amcng all people. This is a constant; it 

is bedded in the structure and nature of man . And so fBr ne social 
radicelly 

systems (pld no 'isms•ha.ve been e.ble to/change this.ECEJf~DJ 

aa.naJ~ Each one of us - Affluent American, sophisticated 
I 

European, tribal African, Asian peasent - ~s unique, distinctive, 

different. We may not have the words to articulate this truth but 

we know it and feel it in the derk primeval way in which we know 

so many other things thet we cannot explain. The fellow next door 
farther 

is of course less different than the fellow/down the street, who 

is in turn a great deal more like us than the fellow in another 
is more like us 

neighbourhood; but the fellow in another neighbourhood/than the 

fellow in a completely different town. And so it goes until we come 

to .the fellow et the othe~ end of the earth who is different from 

us in almost all respects - language, habits,customs; ways of eating, 

playing, loving, worshipping. To expect ant one of us to accord 

this fellow at the other end of the earth a humanity equal to our , 

own in %lul quality ldx±DxB11111[J[t~s to ~xpect a very gre~~ de~l, A 
/J,/J (i,~ .. ,k ~o;, ~ ~ ul~'i ~ il>- u..~u,..,+~.116" r 

indeed. -~ the etor, ef ma::i over the last three hundred year~ 

~ such an expectation verges on the fantastic . 
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And so I should· say tha t neither the Afro-Asians nor the Westerners 

as yet place an,d equal qualitative value on each other's humanity. ·, 

Both the- nature of man and his hi story - a hi s tory in which only 

yesterday black men were che.ttels of white men_ anp Asians were 
conspire{ 

the lowly subjects of glorious empires -/to give such an answero 
to 

Thi s , I suggest, i s the real backgrouna again s t which tu examine thE 

collapse of communication at t he lnst U.N. session. 

Vi:"1sJ pgainst this. background t he striking fact is not tha t 

there ha.s been a collapse in communicatien; the s triking fact is 
been so rela tively mild, that it has• 

that it ha~ only just come about and that it has not resulted in 

far greater ugliness and bitterness. And even mere striking~ is 

the f act that the spokesmb of two or three African states made 

sharp and clear aff~rmations of the equality of the humanity of 
\..X 1 "W - ~ Q,iWV 

all men. 4-r expected it of Senegal's President Senghor-. ,His a 
'-q' IJ, l.i,,l ' 

poet and J6X> a man of v.ision and humani tyf ~ he also has a rea t 
a 

sense of history. In the period of/rampant Western nationali sm 

on the ascendancy, in the days when she Congo was t h~ Private 
(........ (I&;,. iJ.i.S 

preserve ~fa Belgian king and Congolese were massacret no 

equivalent European Head of State took as clear a s tand as did 
• I note t his here simply because 

Senghor. lixsk.EiCbixma:XJU:liKli lillt some people in the West often 

demand of others a morality and quality of behaviour which they 

t hemselves do not and heve not lived up to. Unhappily we ar e now 

seeing the same t hing coming into full flower in many of the 

Afro-Asian countries, where . s ome of those who shout l oudest about 

freedom and human dignity ua:xaia•xx suppress these mos t ruthlessly 

i n their own eoun tries o 

ha s 

The real point of significance{ for me then, is not that there 
) 

been one dramatic ins t ance of a brea~down in communication 
• tr ~ 1-J} 

between the Afro-Asians. and t he West: «be point i s .t ha t t&eP& lUHi 

~vrv~~ ~---=---o,a----£ ----o,-v-__ a..._ ~_. _· - L::~· ~~ 
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t11:x:fll.cxxi?.1UDlX:&J1Ekx.axx•immKx:m:fxti. The real point is not that we 

are witnessing the terrible a.pd tragic events in the Congo .but 

rather that these events, that this ugliness and destructien,i:& are 

largely confinfted to the Congo only. And I think it is important 

to remember that .American as well as European observers and 
' with seeing eyes 

.. reporters who 100ked/at the C~h~ yvas still a Belgian 
. ~(~ ~ ·&, il-~ . .e.~l~~ ~ 

colony predict~d~st the kind ofJ-Q~llapoe tha~ ~ ~e.keB ~loeeu 

The foundation,for what i s happening in the Congo today were well 

and truly laid during the time of Belgian rule. To say this is 

not to approve or to condone or to excuse . It is simply to say that 

~uxEUirl:u:JD it is important not to forget that what happens 

today ka"El~ usually happens because of what was allowed to go 

unchecked yesterday; and in terms of what was allowed to go unchecked 

yesterday l Siee M a• things could have been very much worse than 

t hey are. 
we are left with hard fact 

But when all. this i s said/%matK is still/the xaxlii¥/of the 

collapse in communication at the U.N. Glossing over it now might 
the laying of founda tions 

be i.mHaµx the beginning of/iauµsx:t.ummxttoa today for a 

world of tomorrow which is divided strictly along lines of colour, 
-tG-- 4~.a· · t 

with ~ur' ttA:t dreadful of all :ul=M.!n8':tc. prospect~ world war :bl 

wki~k:xfi2xu:ti:JixE1xa:fxm.E1Xu between whites and non-whites. 

Working to avoid thi s prospect of a world sharply_ and clearly 

divided along lines of colcour seems to me to be the most challenging 

and the most important task of the remaining years of this mo:!t ½~ 
revolutionary century of ours . .And beceuse it is a challenge which 

will, i f successfully overcome, make the fellow at the other end 
human as 

of t he wprld almost as/ill• the fellow ·next door , it will contain 

the germ of that ultimate equation : Because I am human and unique 
and distinctive and rare , therefore the other fello~ no matter where 
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he is or what hi s circumstance, is as unique and distinctive and 

rare because he· too is human. It seems to me tha t for our time in 

our world this is the las t frontier to cros s in mail's long journey 
self-

towards tha t self-knowledge and/awareness which he s been such a 

primary drivffing force in all he has done and in all he has achieved 

so f ar in hi s life here on eartho 
today 

The chances of crossing this frontier are grea ter/than they 
have ever been oOur means of travel are so developed we can go anywhe: 
RUKXICCICCXtKIUI. / fi.11LXWmxxli:xkEEXJt:El'.D'.U%Rli:_p;EODD, t he me an S Of 

span 
mass communica tion a£X~xs oceans 'and fxotux and continents and 

words spoken in London or Pari s or Washington or Moscow or Peking 

can be picked up almost instantly anywhere on earth. The trouble is 

that very,very few of t he people of the Afro-Asian countries can 

afford to feed themselves adequately, let alone being able t o buy 

sea · or air tickets to faraway places ,or r adio receivers of a quality 

t hat can pick up the yoipes talking about the world's problems from 
its ~~~ ~~ ·.r , 

tknm1xxli:is key cities[. So side by side with the great opportunity 
I I 

to get to .know the other fellow as a human being/ instead of as 1 a 
physica l impo'ssibility 

f aceless cipher, there is the great/nuuixlit~ of a t least three­
~eing able 

quarters of mankind/to make use of itx this ~ opportunity. 
r:<. '· 

There are people in the West acutely aware of this si~~ation. 

And t hi s , in part at least, is the reason for .Western aid to the 

Afr o-Asians. The other part ha s of course to do with the power 
I 

politics of t he Cold War. More often than not, though, the results 

of Wes tern aid have been to widen r a ther than to narrmw the gulf 

of misunderstanding and mistrus t between t he Afro-Asians an d the Wes1 

, ·.3.( The handful of Afro-As,iens who have been able to travel and 
' ' / make firsthand contact with t he 'white world' have almos t invariably 

j experienced such psychologica l and emotional assaults on their sense 

j of self-respect and of dignity thP- t they have come away ~ Il:--4he::: 
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harbouring ,deep and strong and bitter resentments cigainst the West. 

In the main these are today's leaders, the Prime Ministers and 

Presidents, men who very often were ·translated from colonial prisons 

to their high offices. It is not reasonable to expect such men 

to be filled with trust and underatP.nding for the West and Western 
or two to expect 

motives. A decade/of independence is a very short time in which/ 

these men, ~he ar~fuitects of Afro-Asian inapendence, to either forget 

or forgive. And these are the men who are shaping the attitudes 

of that three-quarters of humanity that is too poor and too ignorant 

to work out attitudes for itself. These men control the means of 

mass communication in what are usually single party states made 

so with the approval of the mass of the people in each given 

country. Inevitably, the views, prejudices , resentments and scars 

these leaders have acquired in their often painful encounters with 

the 'white world' become prime factors in shaping the outlook of 

the people they lead. They know from experience that the ' white 

world' has a stereoptype of the black so they counter with their 

own stereo~Jpe of the white . And so Americans and Englishmen and 
and others 

Frenchmen/are all reduced to some faceless,arrogant, aggressive, 

r acialistic ]U[Ja!EMKKI~ n i n ' whitemen' R.JUmJ: whom history has 

shown to be hostile to the best interests of all non-whites . All 

f ailures, all economic misery can be blamed on the wick~dness of 

this 'enemy' o 

G·--7 One of the ironies of this situation is that, although African 

students may encounter as much prejudice and discrimination in Asia 

as they do in the West, the leaders tend to want to shut their eyes 

to this . All we need to remember to understand this is that none ef 

the present genera tion ·of African leaders have been as intensely 

and emtionally and subjectively involved with Asia as they have been 
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with Europe and ·America. Paradoxically, it is possible to be 

objective and detamed and even to dismiss as stupid and backward 

Asian manifestations of race an,d colour prejudice. It is not 
manifestations of 

possible to do likewise with Western/prejudice. This is at once 
\ 

both a high compliment and a harsh judgement. I think when this 

generation of leaders giveaway to a new one,that new generation 

of leaders will not have the same deep psychological involvement 

with Eu.rope and America. It will. be a leadership largely trained r 

inside independent Africa with very little emotional involvement 
1'.,...~ 

with1-Europ~ and therefore with no ambivalence towards it. It 
"' ~ Y.-,'i. 

will perhaps look more tolerant~ because~o*e impersonally, at 

both the virtues and the flaws of the West. Thi s last assumes that 

our generation does not make such a mesa of things that we arrive 

a t a position where .tlmzRXuxxmn a massive wall of colour tut 

DKXRXDIXIUIX~•srlmix~ makes impossible any r eal and meaningful 

communication between the darker and lighter children of mankind 

who are f ated to live and play out their little destinies together 

here on this eartho 

I think the only way to ensure that we do no t make the t mess 
us to begin a much more real and meaningful dialogue between 

is for/iDXB•mug•.Li:x.tkxKa~utusXJ1fxmawku~ 

the Afr o-Asians and the West. The government-~o-government basis 

which is al.mos t the only level of communication now, is obviously 

not enough. But how do we begin that other, wider dialogue which 

will ma~e the ordinary man at the other end of the earth as real 

and human as the fellow next door? I don't know any pat answer8' 
,._ (..t. 

,.M=a I iflcreesingl, tcnQ to su5pect pat afiswePs. I think President 
L 

Kennedy' -s Peace Corps was a magnificent beginning. But it. is still 

a one-way traffic, with one group giving and the other receiving; 
and no real friendshiip i s ever based on that. To make friendship 
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- pos si ble there has to be a two-way traffic , a giving a s well as a 

receiving. Although it is often easier to give with strings at the 

government-te-government level, I have a strong suspicion that many 
a 

DK relationship could have been made much healthier in the long 

run by working out some form .of quid pro guo. Help people to ' help 

themselves and then let them pay for it on as easy terms as they can 

stand. Hand-outs are humiliating even when those at the receiving 

end ask for them. There never has been any sense of equal dignity 

between the giver and the receiver of char i ty. ~ 

How can help be given on a recipcrbcal basis when the West has 

s o ver y much and t he Afr a-Asians so l i ttle? How can t he Afro-Asian 
• living . • 

peasant/at subsistence level go on a two or three weeks' holdiday 

tri p to Europe or America in order to see that+xxikaxki:m; ther~ 
work with their hands ~ 

are whi t e people who, like him, are poor and/ worry ' about their 

children, and quarrel with their wives and have trouble with their 

nei ghbours an d cannot always pay thetr debts on time? 

-k ~ e~ tbint:<F-ere are~ hort answers to t he se questions . If 

t here are I do not know them. Wha t I feel s t r ongly is tha t we need 

to talk about what makes us have the atti tudes and prejudice s we have 

we need t o t alk about some. of the hopeful and ugly pos sibi lities I 

have set down her e . ~only by fa6~0 ~i-ea:ation s , by acknowledgifl-S 

pr.op] AIB-i1 ..exa:-s-t1tfai
0
~~a~::z~;t::mg1'apple wi ~M• 

They are all fac t ors t ha t went into the ma.i:mgg of the breakdown of 

c~uni ca t i on at the l ast ses s i on of t he U.N. And I t hink t hey are 

~ t alking about becau se i t i s onl y t hrough talking and t hinking 

about t hem with sincerity an d goodwill tha t we may gl~se t he 

possi bili tie s of a solu tion and of a way pcros s t his l a st frontier 

of primitive pr e judice t ha t stands between each man recognising 

t he rar e and di s t i nc t ive humanity of every ot 1er ma.n o 
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A NOTE ON THE SOUTH \ FRI C"'N STORY 
by 

LI ONEL ROGOSIN. 

At the l a s t Interna tiona l Film Fes tiva l i n Veni ce an 
Anerican documen t ar y :film shown called "On the Bower y" won the 
f i r s t pr i ze o.s t he ~e s t documentar y . This nas t he f i r s t t i me 
tha t an American f i lm had won such a pr i ze . The s tory of t hi o 
document ar y denlt wi t h t he probl em of ol coholism. The producer 
wa s a young Aoer i can nc.med Li one l R: gos i n . r.h- . Rogosi n who i 3 
i n hi s earl y t hi r t i es gave up hi s position a s hea d of o milli ng 
conpnny to make documentary filmn. 

In 1958 Li onel Rogosin and hi s vTife went t o Sou th Afri ca as 
t ouri s ts . V. - t he sav, i nt er est ed him so r ,uch t hat ho decided to 
make a film . To overcome t he pr obl ems , and t hey could be consi der ­
able , he announced l oudly in the South Af r i can Press tha t he ~as 
naki ne. a fi lm to interest ,\mer icru1 t ouri~ts . On thi s under s t o.ndi ng 
Sou t h African c over nc.cnt of f icial s pcrmi t icd hir.i t o mo.kc t he fi lm. 

, Rogosin t hen ir.lpor t ed n sma l l group and began his 
shoot i ng , keepi ng up t he f i c t ion tha t hi s fi lm woul d be of touris t 
i nteres t. 

About a t hi r d way t hrough t he ohoot ing of t he f i lm, t he 
South Af r ican aut hori t i es began t o c;row su spi ci ous . r,:r. Rogosi n 
then shi ppc d r:ha t he ha d a.lre ndy sh o t to t he Uni t e d S 1.,a to s o.nd 
h:.i □tene d t he sh oot ing process. They nhot di sjointed ccenec here 
and t her e and it:Jnedi ~tcl y nhi pped t hese pi eceo t o the Un i ted St ~tes . 
They o.r r ans ed t o rctre~t t o t he Bri t i sh Protoctor nt e of Bechuana­
l and shoul d t he South Africans , who were no·.1 a sking ver y mcny 
~uesti ons , deci ded t o clamp down on then . 

Ono of t hei r princi pl e di f f icul ties mis naki ne con t nct wi t h 
t he Af r i cun peopl e of Johannesburg who wer e na turally suspicious . 
In t he end , after t aking consi der c.bl c r i sks , the f :r-i cn.n:i a cc ep t e d 
thoir bono.- f i des and cooper c.t e d vri th them. By the t i me they 
fini ohcd t heir shoot ing of t he f il.Ir. t he South African nu t hori t i es 
wer e hard on t hei r heel s -w.d t hey juot nann.gcd to sn i p t he last 
r ee l out of t h e count r y before r r . Roe os i n \1ao ca lle d in and sub­
j ec t ed t o a sear ching 1ucstioni ng . 

I met Li onel Rogooi n i n lie•, Yor k i n April o.nd he nrr o.nged 
for c e t o have n spe ci al vi c TT of the filIJ . After I ha d seen i t I 
fe l t t hat t hi s wa s t he true~t picture ever na do of condi t i on s i n 
J ohanne oburg and sc,.i d so , 

I asked hi t o l e t me ha.ve a pr i nt of t he f i ln to bring t o 
J a.mo.i cn a s I wa s sure t hat J a.na i co.no v10uld l i ke to see a r eal l y 
t r ue sli c e of South Afri c'Ul l i f e . 

I n r ddition to t he pr i n t I have and which JOU will sec , a 
pr i nt hn.J 1.)een sent t o tho Uni t ed Kingdo t o Fa t her Tr vo::::- Huddl es­
t on who wrot e "Naugh t For Your Coo for t" . Thuz we i n J aI:J.D.i ca have 
one of the free prints a t -prooon t i n cxi ot cncc . 

A£r.li n lot me s · y t llis i s t he trues t nlice of Sout!l \fricnn 
l i fe ever f i lmed. 

PETER AJ3RAHA1tS • 
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Opportunities for t he publica tion of crea tive writing i n 
Jamai ca a.re extremely l i mi te d and o..re a s follows :-

1 . Foous 

In 1943 under t he gui dance and Editorship of Mrs . Edna Manley a 
number of J amaican wr i ters cooper a tivel y published t he f i rst 
i ssue of Focus . This conta i ned t en short stories , :r:ior c t han 
fifty poc~ ee short pl ays and five short es oays. In 1948 
t he second Focus was published. Thi s issue ha.d roughl y t he so.me 
number of poems a s t he first Focu s . Ther e were s i xteen Dhort 
s tories , 0i x more than in tho first :F'ocus o.nd a number of short 
pl ays and shor t es~ays . The l a t e s t i ssue published in 1956 is 
r eferred to under Part A of t hi s Repor t. 

2. The Pioneer Preso 

In 1950 t he Gl eaner Company eotablished t he Pioneer Press. Since 
i ts inception' thi s publinhing house ha s i ssued approxima t el y 
t wentyfive t itles in a ttracti ve paper bound editions , well bound 
and printed and oelling a t 3/ 6 u copy . 

Among its ear liest publica tion were "Ana.ncy Stori es and Dic.l ect 
Verse" , "Fourteen J ru::lo.icon Shor t Stori es" , and t he collected 
poems of Tom Redcnm under t he title "Orange Valley and other 
Poems" . I t bus a l so published w. Adolphe Roberts • bio5r aphi es 
"Sir Henry :r.Iorgru1' and " Six Grea t J ama.icons". 

The firs t novel publishe d by the Pioneer Press "The Co.pturc of 
Jamaica " by S. A. G. Taylor has been t hei r best selling book so 
f ar , running into four impression□ and selling over 1 0 , 000 copi e ~ 

W. G. Oeilvie wo.s a. Pi oneer Press di scover y an d t hey published t rio 
of hi s novels , "Cnc tus Village " and "The Ghost 'J3ank11

• The l a tter 
wa s chosen t he J amaican prize novel of 1953 . The Pi oneer Press 
also publi shed Clinton Black ' s "To.le s of Ol d J amn. i ca." . 

After t hi s excellent beginni ng its publishi ng prograI:JL1e tended to 
t aper off nnd t he hi gh hopes t hnt t he Pi oneer Press mi ght a ffor d 
n continuous outlet for cr ea tive v,ri t i ng i n J runnica have con­
s i derably nodificd in recent years . The Counci l might consi der 
whether it woul d not be wor thwhile t o make cont a ct \'.'i th the 
Pi oneer Frees in the hope tha t it mi cht a.gai n suppl y t he outlet 
for crea tive wr iting which the ef:fort of its ear l y days promi sed. 

3. Educa tion Publica tions Unit 

Thi s is a recently e s t abli shed secti on of t he Mini s try of Educa­
t ion set up for t he purpouo of discovering and of publishing 
reading matter of a J umai cnn ori gin for school children. The 
Unit ha s s o for published close on a dozen lit tle books , oomo of 
them shor t stor i es , booed on J amai can t hemes. The writi ng i s for 
tho very younc . Tho outlet here i s l argely for wr i ters \·1ho are 
interested i n m:-iting chi l dren ' s stori es . 

4. The U. c. W. I . Extra Mura l Dept . 

The Extra .tiura l Depar tment hns published o, fev, pl ays of West 
I ndi an pl c ywri ghts . Thi s hov,ever is mor e a Went Indian r a t her 
t hnn a J a.rnn.i can vonture . 

5. The Annual Magazi nes 

There a.r0 a number of nagazines publi shed annually in J a.raaica 
omong the ae are - Amba ssador , Ca thay , the J amai can Annu~l and 
Pcpperpot . Of the se Pepper pot i s t he one t hat offer s tne greates t 
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outlet for t he crea tive writ er and each year i t has published 
poems and shor t stories of an accept ably hi c:;h s t andard. 

6 . The Press 

Occa s i onal l y the Gl eaner publ i shes shor t s t ories . Genera lly 
t hese ar e of ver y poor quality. Ther e wns a t ime 1,1h0n Public 
Opi nion offer ed a u seful out l et f or ohor t 8t or i es but it no 
longer does s o. 

7 . Conclusion 

l . A f a ir conclus i on ,·muld be t ha t it i s a lmos t impossible a t 
pr e sent f or t he crca ti vc v1ri t er t o derive anyt hi ng l i ke t he 
modest l y rea sonable in<·ome from writing and publishing in 
J amaica . 
2 . Publishings o:pe :for crea t ive wr iti ng i s so ver y limite d 
t hat t he young v1ritor , or t he es t abl i shed f or t hat mat t er, mus t 
look t o t he outs i de wor l d t o achi ev e wort hwhile publication . 
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Pe t;e r- _·. b .h 

"'he bi~ n e ite of tLc ec' (· nd i.t ls li' ely t be • .:...e 
ne\ for r :.11J ec' -.) to co1 .__) ,. J the e:cc .,_ .:..on c r ', 1 that 

'roke h~re on fue s d:; J _t,.zu_ ~ -~ 11th. On • on.:.: ., the , i l;y 

G::..e ne_ le"" r·' e' L _ • "'c, u ual d:.c.,nifi cd .,_"'C 3 to • 1 nounce 

",...er • -!;j l ! '1ens,:-,tior ! _! re d toi o:rrow ' e Gle r.er fo1· ...,re t 
elect.:..01 " · P. l c 1 d' 1 11

, 01· ·orcl t:) t:_at e"fect . 

'"''1e next I o:·nirc___; the edj tor of the }le ne2." .; nt ocluced on 

he f'.r-on t __ 1· ...,e the en • t.~Oll":. torJ i t el.'.:' . T'1e tory , a .... 

th t one John ,:,ertr rr:. 'L"l employee o:: the '"'le ner Co p"nJ 11'-' 
1 een ..., - v . +' 2.·ee voti ..., c·. r, 1Jy • , , or 'ina te o Pfici al in 

Lbc Pee.le ' ., ration l .I'9.rty 'e 'c::: · ce , t.u:3 ~ncm.1~" ..... in"-' 

.,., r '-rel!: to vote fr .! 'ulcn" 2..J • n -~ ' 1e nan e o.: o :;:_er eo _ le on 

the voter· roll. 
o:r.ie of t' • _, -.:...r 1- J 'u .:.. e d too' pl ce in n:_•e ~ CI' •·g_nlc., ' 

T'1e 'c dline. u~ ..... e. te' t. t thtc , s ell 

or___,· ... _i. e' co1 . . ,.ir·cJ th t .., 1.c.tion· 1 n coJ:e . 

I ' .,_ 
l, <-

In the " e i . .,ue t 1ere , s .i:- u bli. --hed crn. t teen.._ 

1 John ....,ert1· nd. .._'10to.·to.t copi es o~ the tb.r,.,e voters 
...,l ic'e er rJ J _ 7_1 he letter c..i ven to ""r . .,.,ertrarr 1 y 

Roy I1c .,.,,, rl~ne u' or'.:. 1. te e ... ployee of ·'-' _ :>_T:? to . re , t; 

to , om 1 a t tl'e Pr,,, i er ' s office .,o th t he .Jhoul ~ct the 

vcti,....u 1h · J 
4
roved .:..t10ut dou't t·1 ..... t t;'.e to ubor-

.im::'-e o.: "ici nl .·.,.,, 1..-ed e e pre
4 

:"
1 to or 0 t "'n turn a 

h~inu eye t fal-e vot·ne; ·ere i1 .c- ct 1rc crel to encour ...,e 
i.t . But; th t i.J no~ all the story. 

From 11i...: crn ., t t .. e:rr t it i~ ui te ~le r th~ t John 

~ert n h" ' ..... o:e out of' iw ·y to try to tra ... .,or cone conn c-
te .:.. th t' a ?PP i1 to te' in..., uch nct.:..01 . :'ir .... t ' ~ ' , ' __,o c 

o ~r Vivi an Bleke M .
0 ., a member of the executive co · ttRe 

o:: the l.P and told 

10t 0 he roll.:. d 

th·t due to o c 

ked him het' er there 

t· ke , s 

he, 
•rr . ....,1:. '_ , coulJ. do to help ' in . Bl? 1 e 1 ad told ...,ertr t' ere 

otl · r...., he coul(.. do nd cnt · 1 e.1 out is 'uvine cl , mtl 

t too· .... 1 ce i .... he '1c t nd excite ent of loct:.or J .., , 

.,.,P.r l:r f4en • ent .. o Pr:i he ",.t'!.":!'tero . ~re fou:rd a. youn...... • l 

c lle 
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~·cF rl ne '1is tory. He voter. "'e 
toll 

0 _title: to 
~ o+e . heen or i.' J roll. .,..,u ~ due to omc 

eel.dent or ov :- .:..L; .. -1; • t ' , lrnen l -r-• off . He pre. ed 
I"cF· rlsne . --cF·. rlanc ,· , o, v ~ tiu..,ly n.x.:..ous not tc lo ... e one 

.o, ~iblc HlP vote . He rhoned round hut fa.:..lel to ._,et }oll of 
1 c ... eroon '1c • n ted . It then su....,__; te, 1 . t • cF· r:.. ne 

cl ,..,er tr- E try to r::on t" ct; 8 Pff') c n '.:. d~ te con i,e tin,: one o::' 

the Yin....,..,ton e ts , "crtro~ .. ·nd IcF ..... lne drove out to Papin e 

h • c:_ i.. .. nenr the Uni Er i ty Oollc.....,I? :: t} e est :ndies . ~'1c:t 

...,ct hold of the c' nui~::."!.c. ~,.~· . I c~:!.c ·unn E.nd ?crtr"~ tol: h • s 
tory ~r in , T W111 SYfi y,e thi sed but ou] d h .... ve no _1::.::.rt in it• 

.... ..,rtr ,nu :~cFc.rl"ne t!'len returned to PrP he c1 u rters . 

:le:!:tr·::.m __; in . re ..,crl ~·c F .. rl2ne . ircF rl£ne :rihone' o an , 

~r:othPr ... u.bordine. te err;.pl oJe3 , or kin~ t rr . J' C!.I1ley ' o~fi< "' . 
e expl· ined th· t 'le '10., _· cbody ho f\8 ' lXiOUd to C st 'iis 

vote , sor.cbody \:_ow s a le..,itim~.te voter b:it ho t 1 rou...,'1 'O'e 

overci cht u...:..d o t h--ve ',i ~ narne on the roll . __ s • re ..,...,,_1 t o ,.. 

~hiJ conver.s' tion :"'cF"rl· !le toll ~ertran Lo __;o to "r . -~_nley ' 

of-f'ice . ,.., ~rtr , ked .for r.0 Le tc t kc to the u T' is 

"cF· rl ne dulJ fllrni...,hed "!'i tten i1 1 · .., o 'rn .. nd. B .ctr·P 
t n ..,1-......,...,e te : th' t HcF· r l 0 ne i__;l1 t • dcl a 1 • n c o ta tin~ ~-11 t l!e , 

.,..,e :..1 tr· .. , ni..,'1t be bl~ to 'bring other .. n<l h' t the "'0t1 s'10u, d 
rovi 1 ~ .I' ,r o tl..er ot nti 1 bo...,-us vote_ ., ell• ~c~~rl~nc 

c1ei' _ .. 1 t.her sentence to t c r:: te . ::3e:::.' tr- n:. took t·'!i • to Hr . 

• --le.f ' o"f:..ce in °lipe !'o"d , re rs .... u ... )lied ···i th t' c otin"-' 

c· rJ o.f t'.ree ~ eo}:)le . 

Cert in th · n,J r er ...,e very cle<-irly fro ·t;' i .... ~ c. ttern. of 
even ts. Fir "'";, .,. Jrtr r et out • t:1 the cl~ r .:.ntent..:..01 .. of 
h.ri ..... orieon '1 t 10 F- to co r elector 1 o.,...,.. nc 

Ie 1 de hi- "ir t ~ttempt t me , •r of -'-.. .rt; ' .., '1ier" ,...cLy 

int c ~erson of ·~ . Vivian ~1-ke . I f he d uccee•e · ith 

ore 
rext he tri.ed ~ c !!'.:..u. te, .......... ..-..:.n o· e ne 

very 'iuh ·eput tion ino.:..de the p·rty • "u in ~-'c com""!,, ~• . 

,...uCct;; there oul.C: ave been onlJ 3liihtlJ le ens ..... 

. .,_ . 
..,_ v l 

..,__ 

t'• n i· the case of.,. ,. J3la'rn . 'Jl,i. he f ila 1 ...., in . rin 7 ly 

he ucceeded .:..th to uch humbler memb T..:> o-:: the ..... ~p and the 
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"l~ ~er h~d it· ~enJrtion"l tory . 
It· i po -ible fo~ ~ny lis ... nssioncte obaerver not to 

"eel ·' [.... -'-'1e· '_ole exerchrn v • s ,.., Glc ner "set u 111
• \.s the 

Gle ne.:.:- u~s it "it so '1 :pJ.ens" the.t :::r . Bertr:::un i~ n PlPployee 

of the '1le nel' ·hose otatuo hn" never beer cle"rly c1 :, i'i C j • 

so hn.n ens 
4 ... 

th t !tr . 'Dertrru took: his story to the Pr:'-t iting 

columni"'t Vere Johns \ ho C mpaiened openlJ • ._: inst tl1c .P!I~ . 
0 h ppenecl t: .. 2.. i - .,.,ertr· then rnc.de lr' .;;tn ternen t to :"'r . .... 

A.1 ')' ~irr. / '1e l~\ y0_ ... , ho has po ,erful connections i th t'1c 

,...l~ ··-=·• ieh0 itfer1:.rct- i:: inesc""1· ble . 
It i,.., unfortun,:-, te that the Gleaner h s .:;ore 1 out t:.is 

It 

T-'-
- L, 

. r . 

very .Jeriou8 business in this rn· ni.1er v hich puts it~ o\m r.,oti ves 

i:f it had not set out so o'--riou~lJ "to ~et" the FfP. 
:'le c-'-~ oncerin3 frL.ucl , persor ~ v::'.. on , und all t'1e ot'1er tfapp­

in~s ~: elec~ion rie;in~ re almo~-'- • 3 old as univers 1 dult 

~~ "r ... ...,e ir J 1 :;.ic- • Tl0 ey too]- _11 ce in th3 1944 election , 

·n t' e 194~ election in the 1954 election ~r.d of course · n t c 

... re ent election . The mo~t res onsible peo,1e in 'oth politi­

rve ex ... ·e.~ ed concern ·'out t}: i~: .... r . r ·i.nley .... s 

ell , .., 8i1· _lex nder .,.,u t"m' n te , t'1e Pr-p s ell ' "' t' e 

Jar..a.i. c' 1..- 1 ou=· Part~r . neople not ..;o iruned:...,telJ invo1~.-ed in 

• y to • y rty ~olitics h ve for lon~ t·~e calle' ~or a 

c'1°n...,e in our el •ct0·, l syste . _]l t ' e i1're po1 ,i' le iehc.1·ds 

o: ·ot .... rtie 1'"'VC -" • 'l ver,; lon...., t · e .;r •ee· .. • _, r·e· iL 

le...,itimate en of e'".._re ing their p rty loy~lty chc t-

in~ t tbe ... oll ncraon tin0 , o c~~-r t ·valy r:~e. ~ io 

io ~orne out b~ then ler of ... rosec~t:on.., by ~.irite' 

people of lo ent li ty on lotL Ji'e"' of~, o • i tic :.. ~ r..ce . 

1 • r10 PI;? au 3orter in 

1 · ~e the devil to try nd ~ L 
·na.ex f·nQ.,. in crc1er to vcte , 

y o, n 

..:.u of 

-''""il1 . 

con 
t e 

I 

Li t1.,.ency ho • or1 ed 

~n'eli le "nk on 
, 

Q 

l::no r J TP u .. ~"'ort r, 
,,__, in in rr.y ov n con t i tucncJ , who had ,.I> ~"ren tly ..,ucc eJe 1 in 

~ot.,i;:11
0 

rid o:: the in}~ nd hl::!ndlJ ... 1~e' his en ... , eyer •ror ·~me 
1...en I told bot:_ o:' t', re. 

ere ' e"1.in....., tl e lu 'ot -'-ol • -e tl1 t the other ide 

e ·e o r u t e s .e t•linc 11 :Jo ' y not e " . 
.,.,u,. it iu e sy to over aint ..1., e ictu-· . r r on· ~i or.. v.1ae 
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-- Jinority exarci~e. coun-"--ry ' 
~ o_ ., ~ ·rot~d 0nce n& one'"' onl/. T+ · ..; 1 • .,..o .. :.:tun::.. te t·_ . .,v in 

its -: ·~J--~ t to l urt th ~--n t'• e ,., le ·:1er ,, ... , lr::o t c.in tc -

t'1e L icture uni ve:r ... l electior.ecrin~ fr ud . "'his i.· ju t not 
-1- • ... rue . 

'J:'1e picture ye rs nf univer::; 1 1 L ::. t dl. .p..c,_ 

Jar aic certninly no le ly th n it .., s ,., ft:n· t _· ce -the ..._ 

coun rie n the • orld . . :'he propo.~i ti.on t· ... J uic'"' 

+ n into uUb~is,~or, ~otte' n ~ -C'r ur 
' t C 1 C e ti O.:l .,_ :::_ r. C , .., ..c- .. fro· the ·'·-,u th . m· o e llo u l:. -"'o~ 

'o e of rtis n • in h re f L.,ely l ~,:el 
th ·ood n re of country in h "ch ~1er 0 • 

n exc · tin~ de~ocr CJ ·n t' e r•'in~ . 

e"n that everyt' ·n~ ' n the urr en i~ 

o: t e n~.,.p, 1--o ev r ...,u1ior "in te, h vc. 

you.n...;, vi,:;orous, 
r'i'his doeo no~ of cou_ ~o ...,. 

to def· .. "'t d t· ~e due processe 0:' 1 

~hould be pro ecute 1 • J - ~ ~ur 

lovelJ . ~ o off-' ci .lu 

been lured ~nto tte· ~s 

~overr.jn~ ~lection :. y 
court.., - 1 

others, ere involv0", 

s' oul be ~ro ecu+ed . I tl in ou1 l· 

rtrr n nre r-lo ·clJ . 
e r..y irci•Le ent l 

' oul' e ne 
en u 1:lou ~ J '- y irr..r. e :li .j. r n 

over' 1~n~ o~r el ctor ~ oysten . T'1e 'r 

le unisr1cc1 •• · t} i.,.,,_ri n •..:.t1out the o I • n n r -

tiv lJ e Jy for 

··:.1:.. t • r.: 1
• ·'- ~ce 

d • 
"-

rt r 

~ ..:.ne . 
to r .1. ci t· 

It 

l' 

y 0 
,..., 

if 
rel 

"in 
it oul' ' 

::::;cntence 
Cer-t.· inl 

i.1:-0"' ~ble f ~u rtcr t~ ~crve the 
., 113 COffY . c .... d membnr -f'or , . 

• m. 

..., lon0 ov_. 

es . 

Ce1·t~ ..i.r .. :../ th.:. .... ..JC nJ: l .1.i. J elp t 

ho ev~- t .. a.t our onlJ ~ -tic; • 1 , 
uruent n~J~on~: ~atte. i~ ~- . 

It i~ ur"cr~ n J~ 
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l 
THE cor. ~, CF TIIT,__,;;;;A_P.;;.P_L_:8_-......... = n_L;,;;;m_,1.1.,t _l;;;.9;;..;5~9 

by 

Pe t er Abr c.hnms 

We wal ked oloHly up tho oloping l and. About us liehts 
~»inkl ed and cabs f l ashed by al one the bro~d avenue . But I 

f'el t qui et and tra.nquil :for ..1ll t he ru~h and buotl e of New 
York. It vra.o ec.rl y- spring but otill quite chilly 0-"1.d a keen 
biting wi nd reached at.uo through our heavy c l othing. I felt 
it sharpl y . I t was e;oing to L3ke r ore than a few \;ce1o t o :;et 
me once more adjuoted to cold cl inate:;;. . A few years in J ar.P i ca ' s 

tropi cal ,·mrm.th had thinned ray bloo u ttorly. nut tho. , I run a 
chil d of the sun; ey life be6an in the world of the t-ropical oun 
n.nd tll the ye s tctHoen spent in col <! clJ.Innteu have not been 
to t.nu.o the mm-lust in i..e . Fort y- f i vc C:.c6rcec , a fc\. woe kn cut 

of tropi cal J a.m~ico , was ..,till terribl y col d to me . 
L~y companion :fared nu.ch be·ttcr , gainnt the cold. To her 

the tropi cal uun wao an a.ncoutral mc~ory three centuri Lu remove~ ; 
oomcthine one experi enced on vacation or duri ng a Ne\/ York heat 
'i10.vc. She looked at i:.a n.o we pa ... sed a ntroot lamp. :y fn.cc D.tSt 

have morrored my discomfort. 
"Cold?" uhe raurmurcd with a t ouch of' concern in her voice . 
I grunted in the way en do when trying to ohov1 a v10I:Ulll 

tha t they o.re tough and that di :;comfort does not re llJ 1rtter: 
but I \7UO comforted by the concern in her v oice . It ·-~:>nt I 
hoped thn t ,.e could go bac ~ to tho old :friendly footi n 6 i ch 
had c..Lmppec.,;.red 1hcn I had told her bout my 'life and chil dren 

ovex c..inner . 

I h..1u :net her a littl e before six o ' clock one eveni ng 
·our days earlier on J.t,ifth Avenue i:n uo ·.ntO\m NC\: York. She h d 

otood at a bus otop• omo.11, very dork - al:moat bl~ck - ,ith ·big 

bro,m eyea in a round fRce . 
t1Excuoe me; could ;f v U pl ease tell no 

mo to Ho.rlexn?" 
ich bus ould t kc 

She had pulled bnck a l ittle , ~uspi ciously. ~nen my out­

l andish accent had penetrated. , She ha.d rul :.xed. 
"You ' re a f orei gner .•.. " 

I deci ded t o trade on my fore i enness and nrctcndcd a 
/?Teater iRnor· ce than I nooocooed.. It \'.'orkcJ . She we.::: aoi ruz 
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to Harlem herself c.nd I could travel with her. And if I told 
her exactly ;here I Hantcd to get she \OUld direc4, ne . "I 
live in Harl em;11 she sai d , rnniling; •:r kno: it \·el l" . 

"Just Harlem," I had said. "I wn..n t to cot to knm. it . 
I want to ge t lost in it. I w t to get the feel of it. " · 

"You will hs.ve to live thore,n she said; then , ai'ter o. 

pause she had added : "For a long tine ." 
She had m"O\'rn curious about me and ooI:Ic of her ouspi­

cion had ret7.lr!led . Juot then the bus had cone.~prter we had 
settled ourselves she turned curious cro\m eyes on me . 

silent 

"I'm Af'l'.'imm, '' I had so.id and told her my name . 
That had~~ bell of some Lind but LJhe had remained 
until we had c;ot off the bus at 125th Street. 
''You 1rc going to trite about .,_arlem; about us . " 
She had ooundcd coldly i.mpersonal, alxlo ho~til e . I 

hnd oenaod tiome strong emotion nt Tiork and waited for more . 
Almost automatically n1e had started walki nc a lon0 125th Street • 
.About us ~.ere the d:-,.rk f aces o:f the citi zens of Hn.rL.na. Herc w{_ 

n~re a part of' th~ background, not dictinctive as we had been 
on dovmtown Fifth Avenue . The .-i ir, L11<> r10od, the atmosphere 
was di:ffcrent i'ron downtoml. new York. C"A.lmost , this was a com­
pl etel y di.£fcrent pl ace , not a. part cf Row Yor k City. 

The long silence betr.enn uo hqd dragged on with me uait­

ing for !l1 outburst that did no·t come. She hnd seemed pre­
occupied v.i th her orm thou hts , ht1rdly awai"'o of me be ... ide her. 
We had crooned the r;idc avenue and I had ~tecred her :!.nto the 

b"'r of .rlem' s Hotel There so.. 
With an odd ·xture of' defensive aggresoiveness he hud 

voiced bcr strong emotion over o. drink. Beneath the holf'-ongr~ 
h.'1.l f - proteoti ng flo\v of uords hud been an anxiety not to be 
misunderstood; nn anxiety for me not to feel that the attack 
1as peroonal. I had tried to reas ure her on the poini;. 

"I - many of us - did not like the article you wrote iri 

the Africa. iosue of HOLIDAY ... . . " 
...... contd 
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"Why?" 

She had looked into my eyes. Her exproL~io, had o. i d : 
' Are you reall y ~s nai ve as all that? ' . Then she had expl a i ned 
,i th obvious ...,el f-control . 

The 2:ind of uhite folk who Vlould have read the pi ece 
would £a ten on to every bit of aquall cr I had introduced : the 
smells and the open drainf:l. T 1i s would reinforce ·the stereo­
type they h d built up in their minds of how blacks li'Tod. ohy 

h~ d I not written, about the :fi.nor tllings : the schools, colleges, 
hospi talc . Even if what I had writ ten were true, didn ' t I lmow 
how it ~,ould 1,e twisted and used against the J~f'rtcans? 11h'.lt 1 s 
\?hat they d:l cl i th the regro in America . . . . 

She had gone on in tha.t vein, expl aining and justifyi ng 
her stand; jus i.ifyi..'lg the viev, that \7e ou.gh+ to odi t trut h i n 
our mm interests because the white folk around us edited t ruth . 
in their intere:lts. 

It had suddenly hit me then with the sharp clarit y of 
lieh J riing that the American l!e ::ro nu.st li vc in a semi-permanen t 

st to of psychological cmbattloment with the white ~orl d around 
him. I had ·l;hought: a v hi te young female l"ew Yorker would not 

carry on t ~is kind o:f converoe.tion with a. Hhi te ru:i..n :!:rom Europe 

whom aha he.ct Jr.et; at a bus stop on Fifth , venue . And 1·t seemed 
· tome th~t ~hat was the measure o:f -the gulf in experience 

between the bl clt: and the -.,hi tc 3nw Yorker . 
As though reading my thoucrhts, she h d ntonped talki ng 

abruptly, smiled self-con ciously and got up to ;o . 
"I run si;ill going to write bout Harlem, "' I h:i.d so.id; "So 

you hPd better hel:p to educate me." 
We had met tie following evening and the following eveni na 

,e had wandered about; ·the s treeto of arlem; , c h-d gone into 
drug stores and liquor stores; into fancy rest~urants and cheap 

little plsces; and we h~d talked about Harlem and the Ne0 o in 
.tU!l.eric an.cl Ji. :frica and :freedom; and I had rediscovered my Harlem 
bearings . MY previou□ visit to Harlem had been four yearc earlier. 

At last ,;ie re chod the top of the nloping land, the creot 
of Harlem ' s Su0 ar Hill. :e turned and looked dorni, bracing our-

/,?" selveo against the keen , ind.~ [ :Below us, a sa:1 of twinklin5 

lighto, 'The Dlack 11etropolls ', ' Black Manh ttan • , ' Ni gger Heaven', 

'Tho Gre test N gro City on Earth ', ' The Capi tal of the Negro 
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World ' - call it what you \7ill - nloped away gently. It looked 

sof't and ·ndly fro.r.i '.There we stood. The darkncso ancl fairy­
tale liehts ef£cctively hid its scar□ and olemishes . Harlem ' s 
physical location is or..e of the most desirable in Manhattan. 
It is within easy reach of nost thin..;s in .1.fow York. It is 
al.moat nt the centre of the city ' s elaborate nc·~ ork of public 

transport o.nd tho lend on which it io situated i.s attractivel y 

varied and raised. It ·covers an area of roughly six square 

miles that in triangular in shape . According to the . P . A. 
Guide :Book Harler:1 is thut part of r.::anhattB..n Isl and fro East 

96th Street o.nd \/est llOth Strc..-?t on the south to ,est 15'5th 
Street on the north: from the EaLt and llarlen Rivers on the cast 

to !"'orningsidc and St .. Nicholas Avenues on -:;:...e mL>t. Eotima tes 

of its populati on vo:ry frou between 300 , 000 to over 500, 0CO. I 
found that the eotir.:..l. tcL o: the ConJolil_ ted :Edison Comp::my of 
New York, I nc . uere the most reliable. According to these 452 ,300 
people lived in Harlem on January l, 1958. Tho~o O$tim!c-ten show 
a drop of 5% in Harl cr:i ' s population \!he.c. comp·:trcd \.ith the 1950 
Censuo figure□ which zhOi e a totul population of 475 t 700. An 

explana. tion of tho 5% drop in Harlem's po:pt l...ition i., tn be 
:found in the fac·t tho. t the Ne0 ro populs:tio .... of the Dronx and 
Queeno have mor e then doubled bctv.een 19 0 and 1958. There is 
nigllificance in this f lo\ out of' Harlem. 

My companion touched my arm and pointed: n409 iE over 

there , '' ... he said. 
' 409 ' - there ~as never any need to add ' Ed~ecombe Avcnue '­

had once l>ecn the styli:Jh centre, the very heLrt o:f Sugar ·11. 
In tho e,--reat and glorious days of the Negro Renaiosnnce ,1hen the 

millcnium scerr.ed just a.round the corner Stiger Hill haa been the 
home o'f tl;J.e black cli te, the Park Avenue of Ifogro America. And 

he npo.r tment block known simply as 4 09 ht e. once had ouch distin­
guiDhed tenor.to as ' . . E. B. Du:Bois , V/alter \7hitc , Thurgood t:a,;r .... halJ, 

If-A. IWJ. • • 
an• well as a host of .. ell kn.mm uri tcr., j ~ artis 11~ /. There had 

been no qucction about your ~ocial and economics~ k ... if you 
could say - o.nd you .;cnorally tosued it off ca .... w lly - 11 I live a t 
409 •• Today 409 io a le3enda.ry rci .. indc1· o:f tho::;c grand days . 
There is still an a ir of grandeur about Sugar Ilill , but it i s 

rundo,m; the grandeur of ::;omcthinG th.'1.t "has becr.1''. The m· jori ty 

. . . .... . contd 
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of' today ' s Sugr-.r Hill d~ cllcro take in lod..;ers . Those who can 

afford to pay the high rcntn without taking in lodgers h.~vo 
prei'errcd to move· out to suburb~ Rew York. rhe very n:odern 

cocktail loungeu, eating places and bars have run to occd·or 

bee:r, turned into Dr'.all 3hops. And the preE:>ent-day ci tizcn"" of 

Sug1.r Hill do not send their- sons and d tugh·te "S to the ucat 
.American uni versities o:!' eloc abroad for their education. 

Today the rooicential citadel of Net!Z"o firuincial ond 
cultural success ia Colm.1bia Univcrsi ty 1 s Ii orningaidc G r deno 
Co-opcr t ivc . But whe1cas the old elite o Su~ar Hill were 
cxcluaivcly Negro, the new elite of Iforningside live chock by 
jov,l with white~. The tenants of the 1 orningsi c Co-opera tive 
aro o.n integrated mixine of Negro end whi tc: .301, of them arc 
Negro , 70, \hite. And tb.ere is a new 11 Sugar Hill" in the 
:nm..ldng on Riverside Dri ve . 

I thoueht of my Harlem friend (via the Deep South) John 
Hendrik Clarke nnd said to my conpanion : "It took a lot of 
"ougar11 to move up to the Hill in thooe d.:'..ys, didn ' t it, honey?'' 

She vi s startled and amused bJ my attempt to 11 t'?..l!r 

American" but responded : 
11It sure did, honey-child, it mi.re dic1." 
As , e walked dovm the hill, m,ay fro!" the vanished 

glory th t v;no Sugar Bill, I thought of the girl bcoide me . I 
v:ondercd hou rcprcscntntive oho r~.s. How nuch of her feclin5s 
and opinions reflected eroup feeling in Harlem? How :pcrvo.oive 
the ''ITation"lim:i" she hnd expressed zo forcefully? How univorool 
the senoc of ombattlcmcnt, of constant consciousness of the 
•enecy•. 

\'le parted on the corner of Lenox and 125th. I 3 eestod 
a parting drink as on the other evenings. She did not feel 
like one: nhe had o. lot to do at home . ,'/ould , c neet the f ollovr­
ing evc~ing? No; 3he lm.d another date . What about the evening 
a~ter? No, that was cut too . 

I suddenly rcaliood this wa.s the uoncnt of parting . I 
klC\i 1hy and there • as no way o:f apologising \ i thou t enb□rrassing . 

I watched her \ alk a\7ay from me, s.rnall and graceful , a 
s lightly lilting suing to her ~·all: , like soundless music . And 
she suddenly seemed very lonely very ~.lone ; as one c n be in big 
cities. It mi cht have been about hQr that L~ngoton Hughco wrote : 
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Loval.y, dark, and lonely one, 
Bo.re your bo ... om o the mm, 
Do not be afraid of light 
You who are a child of ni it. 

She and I had once tali:ed about the problc~s faced by 
sensiti ve educated Negro girls in f'inding natea. The tradition 
umong American Negroes, she had o0 id, had a l \ays been that tho 
girls ho.d the better op~ortuni+ies for education. here parnnts 
could only put one of t,10 children trough high~r ~chcol , and 
these \,ere of different sexes, the choice had aJJlost invariably 
been the girl. Thus ~ore girlo received higher educatipn than 
boys. Grown to young womanhood the educated girls outnumbered 
odt,cated young men. For t he educated man the oi t i on -.ms 
ideal. Ile had a v.:ide ranee from uhich to choose mate . l!'or 
the womo.n it was the opposi to . Her cho 0 N~ was l i mi ted, compc-

tition fierce . For the sensitive this could be s i t11 tion of 

painful fruatra tion . 
I had told her t hat the position was the exact oppoaite 

in Af!'ica. There ~.re :pitifully few educated African women. i hc 
educated African mal e ' s range of c~oice i3 even ~ore restricted 
thPn that of the , erican Negro wo~rm.~ In 99 out of 100 cases -
and the cutima.tc is very modc~t . - The educated African~ wife is 
no mora than a woman who cooks and cl" ms for him "'nd breeds his 
children I had u gcoted, half in jest, that it would s olve 
this problem if the surplus educnted Negro women of ma.rriageable 
a6e were shipped to Africa . She had tre"ted the su ... ~,,...cstion u i th 
the utmoot seriousness. She and some of her women ... riando had 
discussed this selfsame idea and had agreed that+. j~ \ms the 
ideal solution and it h~d the added attraction of fitting in 

with their •~Nationn.lism". 
At last she swung around corner , out of ai •ht. I stood 

watching, hoping ohe qould look lm.ck just once so tllf t e could 
w~ve a final farmyell. But she wns de of the stern stuff of 

the practical, har - headed Ar.lerican child of our time. 
The shnrp wind that had chilled ~e up on Sug Hill see:r:icd 

to have died down, or else did not reach this low-lying section 
of H.rlem. I fe l t -ore comfortabl e , les~ anxious to hurry to my 
overhea ted hotel roam. I began to w~der slowl y do\n the street_ 

It was close on mi dni ght and the streets were a live .. I 
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had been ,:arned, mainly by \7hi te fricndo, to \7o.tch out for 

nu.ggcr. nut Harlem seemed to me l!uch s~fa:r, much more peace­
ful than tihe junele of iay native Johanne3burg after dcrk. 

Here ~d thcp.--e I passed groups of :men t lkinB, freely , 

l oudl y. They wc~e relaxed, asnured, as people re- i F1in the 
.t'-'- otection of hor:ie ground . Courting coupleo zauntered up 

.d do,m slowly, wir1do\ • shopping. :El1cro ·;-;e..,..0 ~vcn a f ew 
children •.J broad r:i. t thi a late hour_ 
.;;oemed ou--'.; o:f pl ace werP. the \!hi te 

And the only peopl e who 
olicer-ton on their beat . 

Herr- , on the dark S'~rccts of Harlera, they er~ the ' outaidcr o '. 
I have seen more ::;;>eonl o out on the '3t-rects ri-fter dark 

in Harlem thu.n any1vhcrc nl .Je I hnvc been i n New York Ci ty. I 
think one reaoon for tbia is that nearly a qu,,,rter of all 
H!lrl l'!li. tee live in rooning houses. And ~-,here a. whole family , 

c ll a. small f'amily, : s to share one room there i .... not much 
tu.mint; space so the :::rt:rects and the 0ide·•,·1lkn must suppl y the 
elbo.; room· until it ia ~in:.c to go to sloop. Rents vary between 
25 n:nd 35 dollars a ,1eek f'or a oinglc room. Ilurlem housi n6 io 
oYercro :~cJ :md ';his "'"''1 and cioes play merry hell vii th family 
relations n,:J r:ell ac -~th health. The infant mortality rate 
io vcrJ' high; so too are tuberculosis nnd 11 tho other di seases 
cf overcro ding., bad diet and general ignorance and neglect . 

In so.me of the rooming houseo there is the problem of 
theft. Parlemi tes have cop'3d \Vi iih this by usin~ t 1~.o pavm'lhops 

as place of sa.:fekeeping. They take ·t;heir best clothes and 
other valuables there and only redeem then for use at the wceL­

cn<ls . 
But even this situation of overcrowding is an impr ovement 

on the days ; hen ''hot beds11 were rented out on a shift system • 
• 

I looked in at Sugar Ray ' s~ It , s quiet. This was a 
weak day. At the :far end o:f th, bar three rcn \,ere involved j_n 

an intense. r...r&runcnt o?l th~ Roble Art . There was no s i gn of the • 
Sug-ar E!ul hinoel:f. One of the three mentioned the second Louis-
Schmelin~ fight . He had ncen it. His eyes lit up ao he started 
recalling how H·:1.rlem went wild tha·t 14f?mora1>le night. I t must 

have been qui tc a night in Ifu.rle:ci! 

There were mor e people at the bar of tho Hotel Theroso.. 
Js..it it . ~o just o. r-iore or less pros_perous America..71 hotel bar to 
me. Nothing exciting, notlrinr; ou·~ of the way, nothi ng new. ThA 
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people talked and clranlr in amall groups. They were quic 1, . 

I had drink and umde1·ed to Smalls' PEt..r .dioe ~ It wa.o 
crowded 1d there l,ac nu::3ic, -:: oud ond blarine. You h~d t o 

elbow your r:ay to the r. You hod to 1· isc your voice to 

be hee.rd. nut ap rt from tha-'.; nothing exci tine happcr1ed; 

there ,ac nothing exotic. There \US no 1 d mcing on a dime ', 
no 'bump r:-nd n:css a round•. 

The same Ed,in $_alls of Smalls' Paradiuc otned, in 
the clays of the 1920s nnd 30s ~hen Harlem of~ered the moat 
e:;..~iting a.nd exotic night li5' in lie\ Y'drk the Suga.1.. .. Can@ .. 

Club. The Sug ·, Cane Club hz 1 l .... en housed in an ill-lit 

cellar bnt i•ts fa.me had been ~o _, eat that I h.:.d re d about 
in a college library as at~rry- eyed youth in fc.rauy South 
Afric ... .And re ding about the Sug::2.r Crme Club and the 
Cotton Club ond Duke Ellington and Cab Callouay and Ethel 
Watert; -"1.cl ubout the 1 Nc\/ Neeroe:1• r;ho TTrote bookn and com­

posed 1 :.1c .__ • .: .,hoae poems elor :ified ~he <ia1·knco:J o:f my ski-; 

I dre ed oi narlCLl as the centre of all my cultural, ?Piri­
tual and racial r.ecc1.s . A11d I ,-,ao one of ru.a.."1.y iil Sou th Ai:rica, 
in Ai'rica.. re blew a"out the nieht life o:f Hn.rlcm, about the 

'rent partico' and ·their ditties: 

Ti .. ere 'll be bro ma.kin mamnn..s, 
Hi h yalleru too, 
Ancl if' you ain 't got nothine to do 
Come on up to I1a.ry Lou ' s. 
There'll b~ plenty o:f pig •f'cot 
And loto o:f gin; 
J ust ring the bell 
And co eon in. 

Harlem 

And ,ie knew tho/ ""octs of the 'Negro Ren~ i .. ,~,o.nce ' -

Countee Cullen, Lo.n~""'ton !Iughcz, Claude 11cKay. They gave 
voice to some of our own overchnrged cr otions. Thus the 
Jamn.icnn, Clr-udc McKay \7ho became one of Harlem• s f'oremoot 

li terP..ry spokeSEo.n in the days of the ' Nett fogro': 

AJ. though ohe f ec ds me breud of' 1)i tternc ~ o , 
And oinks into my throut her tier 's tecth1 
Stealing my breath o:f li:fc, I Ylill conf'c:;30 
I love this cult-urod hell that tests my yout h! 

•• • ...•.. contd 
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Oh, I must search for ,. • sdom every hour, 
J) ep in y ,;ra lihful boso nore • and rav, , 
And find in it the superhuman :po,er 
To hold me to t~c lotter of your lr ! 
Oh, I Eust J~ep ey he rt inviola te 
Against the potent poison of your hate . 

And most of us .knev. by heart Countee Cullen 1 s :poem in '1hich 

he sums up the terrible burden of colour in bis last two 
lines: 

Yet do I "rV<3l t t'1is Ct .... "_ f\118 i.hil . ...., : 
To 1 ake a poe t bl~cA, and ~id him sin..~! 

And vm mnde hi n 'Pagan 2rayer 'our O\ln : 

Jiot for myself I mako t h i s prayer , 
J3ut for this r ace of' mine 
Thnt; ~tretches forth ~rom sh dowed pl ces 
Dark hands for bre d and ,tine .. 

·And there ~ms Langston u.ches Hho com.fo1·terl us : 

Being '.!!:'I lkcrs \ • th ·l;Lc daw.11 and o!"ning 
Walkero with the sun and mo1·ning , 
"e rre not afrai d of night , 
.r or of d ya of gloon, 
Nor darkneu-s, 
13eing wnlkers \Ji th t!1e sun and t:1or rin;g. 

And gave uo prfde.o.nd a sense of timel essnces : 

I ' ve known river . •. 
I ' vc known rivers ... J'lci ent; ao the v:orld a.;id 

older th9ll the flo\ of hu.!llan blood in hum~ 
vei ns, 

Hy soul has grown deep like the rivers . 
his and much Eore Harlem had been to the young e~~d 

sensi tive and dis-::>oS 'Jcssed of many :parts o:r Afr:ic : the deep 

velve·t voine of ?a.u.l Robeson : the prophetic wri t ing of W. E. 13 

Du.Bois " The problem of the t wentieth century is the 1>roblc:.1 

oi' the eolour lino . •. • . . of the relation between tbe lighter 
end darker r aces of mankind11

• 

I.1. ·i,he Harlem of 1ihe 1..Negro Ilenn.isssnce' meant this 

to us in Africa, h ow uch more must it have mec..nt to American 
Negroe3 ou·l;.;ic..e Harlem. 

t:})ere 
::..-,.----- Tofu y/ .1.b none oi: the i nspiring glory and excit, mcnt 

left iu Harlem. The f abulou s Cotton Club died in 1938 n.nd 

\ith it the spice went out of Harlem's night life . The be3t 

jo.zz is found outside Ho.rlem todnyJ Bu.t there is still the 
• 0-. . _,.J, C- ____ ______ o n n tn 
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~pollo Theatre, the startine point in the ccreers or reost 
o; the Negro st!lZ's. :But \,hen I vioi ted it , i I; 10 s involved 

1i th rock 'n roll an<l I did not stay. :But there io still 
the l3aby Grand, a fen minutes , Halk a\,ay froru the Apolo on 

125th. And at the Baby Grand there is Nipoey Hu!lscll. He 

h o bee~ in reoidencc for the past ten ye· :.1---s and may he 
keep goine for the nexi:i ton. 2he 3 by Gron<l, thnnko to 
Uipsey Ruuacll, is the only ocve:n-d .y-a-\7eek niRht club s-Lill 

left in ilarlera. The bru d is much too loud for tlle pace . I 

orm two dif.forent iJhake dancer~ on tv,o dii'fe.L·cnt occasions. 

noth left l!le cold. The ningcr - I ca:ugb·t the .., o one three 

time a - \ ao no Dinah \',aal't..ington or Elln Fitzgerald , nnd she 

insi stnd on oi110 ing at he tc:p of er voice wi th the mi cro­

phone almost touching her li -os . :But there • .. as Ia, >Joy Ruooell 

Hho began a oong und then ..,to-ppcd it to toll u:., of l:: io crco.t 

idea, ·!;hat there had never been a 11 Wc..,ter11" \ i th .ifogi oe.., . 

Then he olu"J. ged and thought it v.as just s Hell s i nce , if 

such a. "wester.!l" \I.ere made it \ ould be a. sure thing that the 

Indians ou.ld win. His patter is brilliant and touches on 

everything: politicn 1 race, journey~ to the moon , the whole 
-. or·k~. 1..nd ap~ey Russell i , i~ true co ic tradition, u 
fine disrcopcctor of parson~ . 

J;ipoey Russell o.nd the Bc:..:..by Gr..,nJ got o.G clo,.;,e to 

giving :me a fool o..r \.hat the night li c of the Harlem of' 
yestcrye s must have been. 

Of' those \,ho rose to rrlo~y \ i th Harle ~ and e.dded to 

Hurlcm. t c glory, very f'o, re i.;o be :fou:1d in Harle today. 

r----S-ome have died; others have moved out. Of the very fev1 who 

remain Mm0 ~ton Hugbco h shad perhaps the nost continuous 

a d the oa b beautiful love affair ,ti th Harlem. For the out­
.;idc orld the out,.crd ond visi blc sy11 bol o:f this love a f:fa ir 

is to be found in H.u.0 hes' ere tion of the c1m.r ctcr of' J esse 

13. Simple and the lau .. ):?.ter-vtudded bookn built around him. 

In~idc Harlem Hughen enjoy~ u love and loyalty fron its 

citizens th t is accorded to no other livi ng Americ ::.n Negro 
11.rri ter . He has ctuck , i th Harle • For this Harlem ha:::i put 

its he rt t i :feet. 
,'hen, recently. Jc.mes Bal win -rcatc Hughe ... roughly in 

the ie,. ork Tines Bool. wvio.:r in deeling ,i th hi:::; latest 
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pu·-1ico.tion, I he rd so c ra lly blisteringly b:i.ttcr comments 

:fro Tiarloru.tes on Baldvi n. One ,rnthful literary typo 
j !!ibbcJ at the rcvieu and expla ined '11 s ' Room Por Only One • 

theory ton~ . 
They ' ve oold us the idea that thcre ' :J only roon f or one 

f nvouritc child at o time .. Among them there c n be a host o:f 
top ,,ri tcr;:i \ i thout one cancelling the other out. But ,·,e rr,ust 
c~col out bccnu.se there ' s no room for ruore t han one at tho 
top. So we r ust a :vage o ich other like a pnc-k of l1ungry - olves 
oo thut one should coi:::.c out top and eat well0

• 

He \ent on to ex1'.llain in detnil, n-uring non.cs and citing 
cam,:, ~ I W'S □tri1cl.r again, ~s I have boon s,;:ruck so often, by 
tho oxtent to whlch the American Ncgrot especially t he intel 

tual, is continuously looking over his ohoulder ao it were 
Simple a ctions loae their sinplici ty. Li ':e when I dined \;i th 
a Uegro l ass dorm town. She was charmins, sophisticated o.nd 

delightful co pany and "'7e enjoyed an excellent raee.l. t the 

end I pu·t; doun wb..'l.t v. ould have been a reasonable tip in Icndon 

or Pario. She made ne d -able it and expl--incC. -+'1'"\t it ot1.ld be 
alright for n \-;hi te men but . ..... And for ·the fir .,t time tha t 
evening there was embarrassment bet.een us. 

The ac tions and r0actions of so many Americ n Negroes 
seemed to me to be conditioned by this psychological l ooking 
over the shoulder. Ho\.' the white f'olk ound thcE ill inter-
pret on action, attitude, a pattern o:f beh vious seemed in 
many cases, f ar more irnpo.rte.nt th n the intri..l'lsic value of the 
attitude, ction or behaviour in itself. Thia complica ted 
v lues to a nhoc dn .. degree , r.iade for n. double standard th 'ti 

hit me , s an outoider, with t he i mpact o'f • s t artli ng revela­

tion. 
I discu s.Jed this with s ome of the you.neer Re :ro writers 

like William 13ronch, Lof'ten ·:i tchell and John Hendril Clarke . 

Iii , o something they had been born with and had gro,-.n up 'Ii i Lh, 
s omething they had been so f'nrniliar with th.."lt it had been just 
under the :.,u.rface o:t' their consciousness. The nature of' its 
imp ct on me t ended to su.rprioe them, tended to I:!!.1.kc thC!ll t hink 
a bout it consciously. And as u result cf our discussions a new 
dimension wa::i added to my underotandin of the American Negro 
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o.nd his problems a~d ht~ outlook. 

The American rer-.ro is tho first historical ... regro min­
ority group anywhere on this earth. In Africa nd in the 

iclands of the Caribbean Sea :i.1e has a l\,ays been a majority , 

oven in the days of slavery. In p rts of Asin •inor there 
had been sw.a.11 pocket ... of liegrocs in the di3tant pn ... t , bu t 

these •had a ll been rel tively quickly absorbed into ·the 
eocietie around the:c.. In more 1·ecent titles there have grovm 

up Negro minorities in ~omc cf thee pire-posscss ing countries 
like France Llld J3ri tio.n. nut these were of f transient 
nat-urc: people who ..,tu.died nd then \~ent back to their native 
cou.nt•ries, or people who just st yed f'or period of years 

and th.en r.cnt b ck. nd there ~re 11cgroen in p rts o-.f La.tin 

America. But the cociel and racial mor0c of Latin .Amer i ca do 
not lead the to rce rd thcm~elYes ::: di3tinctive i'rom th-3 
rest o:f tho .:::oci tics in ,.,hich -i;hey li .. .re. Only i n A:Ll.crica do 

you 1-uve the situation in \ hich the lfogro f'ormc a diotinctivc 

minority group ui th , three-centuries-old historical br ck­
ground as zuch, and no other 'home• to go to . The li f'ricn.n or 
~·est Indian Negro b ckground h s no his ory of nob terror such 
as plagued the >.:mericElll Negro , e:Jpecially botwccn 1889- 1921 
\,hen 3,436 Negroes \Ore ly-.ached. No Negroes my\::crc e l ae on 
earth h vc had the cxpcn·icnco of beia~ bot~1 mirtori ty ,. "'"d 
segrcg tcd ag•inot as have the Arilericc.n negroen. To be sure 

the Negroes of South A:f'rica e now experiencing c harsher 
form of segrc0 tion than probably ever existed in t;_1e South of' 

the United States. But ~ven they hc-,ve the comfort of nwnbers , 
the co fort o.f 1.11vv,ing -th· t , hon 'the evil day hes pasced, as 

it 1...iust , ·the land and the future lill be theirs to shape nd 
moul a little clooer to the he rt 1 3 de~irc. Only in J.m~rica 
is the ITeg1:o destined to "'Jo, ;hi.nkine raci lly, pcrmP..nent 
mnority. 

All of t hich makes hio :position in the r.:odern ,,or].d 
unique. It expl ins the p ycholot;ical _ookln& over his ohculde , 

the feel of oence of cubattlement , hich :10 commm1icate;, to a 
Negro like lilysclf fro out~ide t_e United Statec. If he "in 

moI'e r, cially sennitivc, nore r cially alert, ruorc racially 

aggressive, it is becnuGe ho , mo1·e t he.n the neero .from a.ny,.vhero 
cln~, has had to t ke .... ustaincdly. continuousl.v. ;;110 full 
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ohock of bein~ a Negro in n. r a cia lly mad white ~.orld. This 
at once 6ets him apart from other Negroco in terms of the 

depth a.1d refinement of h i s experience. The w~ y he h~s stood 

up to t his experience is ~t once a tribute to his resilience 

and hi s ca paci ty for survival. I t is. too , in n strc.ngc cart 
of way , a tribute to America \";hich, u.fter .. 11, m de and 

shaped hiD into wh~t he i s today . 
John Hendrik Clarke it was who rel a ted all this to 

Harlem for me . 

"\/hen the Netr.ro lea ve Harlem to [;O to h i s job downtown, 
he ' s going ' to meet the rnan 1 • Tha t ' o whot they sny : ' I'o 
going to oeet the man 111

• This io a journey into tho outside 
world where one io nlcrt and rm 1ichful . One goes because one 

has to earn n li vine and in order to c ~.rn a living one :must 
'mee t t 11e mo.n •. At the end of the duy one return::; to Harl em 
nnd drops one ' s gun.rd. 'The man ' is not u-ound so one can be 
oneself, relax , tal k j ive and shout a croJu tho street. 

John Hendri k Cl a r ke is one of !Iarl em ' s n ost gi.ftcd and 
most loving citizens. He cazne to Harl em from t he Deep South 
•md the H'lr nth and easy :m.ce of t he South is still in his 
!Jpeech. 

"Ilar lcm is the Apple;' he soi d. "When they spook of 

Harlor, they s neak of ' The Apple ' . Think of it . The Ap""l e . 

Tha t i s h ou they feel .,bout it" . 

On my firot vi~it to Harlem, four years earlier , 
Lnnsston ~ughes had orcanined r little eathering to which he 
had invi tcd a ll the. Jfo0-ro \lri tors then i n lie',. York . .:e h~d 
met a t h is h ome on 127th Street. There had beeli cbout a do, en 
of us, perh,.~ps a. nlightly larger number - Le.i nly ,a-i ters with 

a few artist§ anu. :r:.uaicians thrown in. Y,e had 11..,tened to 
oome musi c - includi ng a couple of peens of Langston ' s that 
had been oet to nu.si c - nnd talked stimul o.tingl y on literature , 
colour nnd \ frica . Then, half in earnest, half in jest, I 
had a sked t hem whn.t they were eoin~ to do , whet was eoing to 
beco~e of t hem when full integration c":J'J.e ~bout . 

There ha d been a olight cwk\mrd pa.use t hen nor cone 
involved with the N. A. A. C. P. had l aughed and said : "I , for one, 
Hill be out of a job" . Thio had broken the ice and we h-:td 
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the possi ble impli c~tions of integration. 
I ha d GOt the senJe then of oome uncertainty, some ro­

oerva tions about integra tion. Everybody wa o a31"eed on t ho 
pri nci pl e of t he matter . Nearly everyone of those present 
had fought against discrini nc.tion and Jim Crow, aga inst a 
second- class statu~. There was no question a bout all of them 
wanting the sta tus of fir :Jt-cl a ::1s Ancrican citizens , free to 
live ,:here t hey choose. to send their children to the school 
of their choi ce , to have equulity of economi c op or•liunity. 
But t here wa.s a l s o a hint of uncerta inty. Would the croup 
sense , the gr oup i dentity of the Neero s et lost i n integration' 
And hov, far would t his go? , e hnd t r lkod cround this inconclu­
sivel y for o. time , then ue hri.d gone on to other topics. 

No\1, in 1959 nnd with other peopl ~, I broached the sub­
ject again. In opi te of the exceptions , scaool intcgr:, tion 
\10.0 going ahea d sn oothly. Legally , no public pl " Ce in New 
York could discriminPte again~t Negroes and I os a Negro cer­
t ainly encounter ed no hint of discriminntion in any public 
pl ::- ce I 1<1ent to . Here and t llere I cenoed the t I \Hl :J lens th 

welcome . But thn.t wo.s a matter of indi fference to me . They 
did not have t o like my f ace , so long e s they gave ne prompt 
c..n d courteous service - which t hey did. Di scri mina t ion , it 
seemed to ne , ~ao dying: perhaps not f ast enough for t hose a t 
the recei ving end, but dcfi ni tely dying . \'lh,., t t hen of inte­
gration, how did Harl eti tc□ fool a bout it? 

John Ilendrik Clarke too. ~c to dine nith a cheerful, 
big- bodied , light bro\m youn~ wonai~ one eveninc . Her apartramt 
was i n t he once exclusi ve Suear Hill r>rell . A fc \, year s r-eo 
her nnme had been nary or Eliza bet h or Jane Bro\:n or so.t1c other 
such respectabl e AmericLJ.Il n ~me . Todqy her nat1c i s ~r Pbic Pnd 
outlandish and I never uite got t he hang of pronouncine it , 
let r l onc v,.:-riting it dmm . She is n !J:ohamIJ.edan , a follower of' 
Islrun . Her apar tment ie 0 1s0 a.n IolP.nic scl;ool where the 
c:.ildren of the 'bretfu.r&n ' are t aught Ar a bic :md t he tenets 
of the Islanic f a ith. D!y eyes kept straying to the bl ckboard 
a.g8.ins t one wall rhilo we r .. tc excellent American hooe-cooke d 
mccl. On t he bl o.c .J:aboard were Ar'lbic oymbol s . 

Her eyes lit up n.nd wissionnry zeal quite posseGocd her 
as she t ~lked about Islam and wh~t it mcano to her t..nd her 
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' brother□ ' and 'sisters ' . I t was un odd experi ence . The 
surroundingo Herc , exce µ, t for the l:lymbol s on the bl nckboard , 
fnr.d.lie.rl y ~ eric ..n. The food wa c good Are.eric::m - Orte cookinc. 
And the voice croso the t able h"" d ·thrt eqsy ho1rc-erown 
American lilt tha t no forcien,-born peroon ever quite succeeds 
in o.cquiring, no matter how long they stay . Only tnc content 
of 'mi: .• t she oaid wa s freoh And , to c, in th t context, st· t­
lingzy new. Her wordd bailt up e,n unexpectedly new picture 
:for me . 

She wa s a comp·J.ru t i vcly r ecent convert to Iolru!l, her 
converuion da tint; b:. .. ck rouehly five years or so , \1hen she had 
nhed her straightfor,,ard .American nrunc for tho unpronounceabl e 
one she now pooseoses. But what h!J.d h.Dppened vm s n ore t han 
just a chmige of name and reli ·on. Like all the grea t reli­
gi ·ons I sl am. is more tht'.n religiou:3 ritual. I t io a way of 
life , a way of looking o.t the woild , of rcgul t i ng one ' s 
rel a.tions with one's neighbourt.. . 1.nd, nost inl::,orti.nt , Islam 
has both a grea t past and an irtpo1tant present. The Arab 
oto.tes o:f North "frica d the ~iddlo Eaot arc an il:lportant 
power bloc i n \'Orld affoirs. 

All of \/.ich is no .. a p rt of thi~ Americn.n lcgro nomen 
turned t:oh.amr..ed._n. She is a part of th t :,oucr bloc which is 
t ~1c Arab Stateo . She oharc ... , if only vicariously, in the 
influence.1 exerted on world affairs by tha t power bloc . And 
b&cau~e oho h~s risen to l cadernhip ong the ' brethoren ' ~ho 
has met the dipl o,:i: ts of the Ar ab Sto.tes a t t he United Na tiond . 
She io no longer just a ~ember of a minority group that is 
often des pised, insult , osaultcd and discrimina ted agai nst . 
Instcrnd she belongo nm, in another social and cultura l s i tua­
tion v,hosc people arc d...1.r k like herself, proud, un poloeetic . 

Call it e~capism, call it nelf- dclusion, J i ve it ~ny 
name you like. Lo.ugh a t it. But it iJ real. Er.lotion llJ , 
psychologically t hi s wo~an has gone through trunoformatioI of 
being an American Negro and all that tha t ICCH"l.llS to being e.n 

Arnb and all th t that mean~ . 
As I listened to her it became cl ear to me that there 

vaf; no doubt in her O\,n mind . She was o.n Ara b. Of couroc 
there were blind spo~s, issues and queotions ot;~in..,t which the 

m h1 n h n d crea ted a block . t hings pushed too far dov-n to ever 
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come to tho surface . I touched on one of these . 

I asked 1.cr how .ohc would feel, ihat she , ould do in 

the event of o. conflict between the United States and Egypt 

or any o·~hcr of tho Arab States. As coon as she caught tho 

dri:ft of my question nhc ohicd away froI!l it like a. startled 

t1are. She talked loudly, got up and moved about, much as a 

oo.re might rear up on ita hind legs , snorting and pamng the 
air. I go·t no o.n:.mer to tha.t one . I did not expect y . I 

felt guilty and ashamed at having deliber~tely pushed quite so 

hn.rd against hor beautif'ul. edif'icc . Tho need for it must have 
been :painfully desperate . People do not build up cuch sup orts 

in their mindo unlcos they find their present reality unsup:pori;­

able . Certainly, I pcroon3lly had not roali::.ed the mental d 

otional scars the .1\llcrican Ueg:ro h::i!J sustained s a minority 

until I dug into the mind of Harlem. 
I a~ked about integration . She was clear nnd definite . 

Equally in oll reopocts , yeo: inte ation , if it meant ;hole­

salo fu3ion , no . Fcu other people were us clear and defini•te . 
It iu estimated that there e about ten thouer-1.nd Ifo o 

I"o~.wu.,edans in Uew York , n:u:.i nly in Harlem. Estimntes for the 
• 

rest of the count-ry vary fro~ about one hundred thousand to a 
quarter of u ~illion. Most of them ob erve the tenets of their 

faith strictly. Even theiI criti cs concede that they nre SJ.long 
t~e most disciplined, indu~trious and highly organised groups 

in the Negro co x:.uni ty. They pay special attention to the 

training of their children. 

On integration, one stnr~y-eyed Nationalist - he~· n ~ 

Garveyi te in the days when Jamaica' o :·arcus Garvey decl --xcd 

himself Provisional President of Africa and st rt~d hid El Dck 

Star Line to take A.~ericnn neeroos back to fric - ~ ve IhC 

the loudorn.1 in a cold fln.t v:>ice . 

"You know what integr, ~ion mcruis? It rr.eans thnt t he ne ro 

uill di~appaar. !Jell, man! Integratio·n neans e will ju .... t 
dioappear ,.i thou.t even do.rke11ing the Anerican complexion oo 

thn.t you uill notice it ! 1c 'll be gone and nothi ng to show for 

it! No, nan! " 
A highly futu.riotic view , I think, and not fl very 

repreoentativc one. But it ccrto.inly shows th::..t intceration 

- - ·-·· ····contd 
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will r1ot make dc1l1!....!ldr.. oi' udjustoont on whites only. 
Shortly before I left Ilarlcn I \;a.lked throu~h its 

atrcetu in the pre- da.vm hours one r.i.or ning. Tho streeta v,cre 
empty and quiet. Its citizens were asleep , ~s was c ost 0£ 

ltew York. I thoueht of e..11 I h ~d l cc.rnt , only n. little of 
which I have set down here . But this littl e seemed to me the 

P 03t ir.i.portant becauoe i~ i u the little th~t i s nt the centre : 
it i s the state of mind . More t han nll the other tJ.1ines it 
,ras ::.nd i s , Harl en was and i.a a state of mind. In the p~st 

i•t ,:ao tne Mecca for Negroes i'rom all over the \/hi te \✓Orld . 

It represented opportunity and necurity in a hostil e Horld. 
~Jenee Tlle Apple, wh i ch is sonething TI"ore than just the neigh­
bour where you or I grew up. I t was nore th-""t in the l)ast 

than it ic today. nut it is still tha t . A pl a ce of r acial 
.Gecuri ty v,here the Negro feels :.:;afe i n his numbers . Whe ther 
conditions are such tha t he should feel like tha t or not io 
beside the point . He docs feel like thrt. He feels li~c thot 
□o bo.dly- t hat he tries to e::.ca.pc into nn Iolam or into an 
.African nationaliGn, bot1 of which t .. rc equc...lly unret .. l in terms 
of 1.i.is life and expcriei .. ce_ - / 1t:,., p□ycholouical ....nd enoti onal 

f a ctors th~t drive h i 1 to ~o~~ .;l.J.ter ·t~e □c escapco c the 
f o.ctor.J t h~t go into the ma.kine of t he 2tato of mind which io 
Harlem. In t his senoc ffilrlem is, whr tcver el ~c it i~ , the 
meacru.re of the spiri tu.al end cootional .ml l being of' the Negro 
in Amerio ~ t odny4 UWI L
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• Peter Abrahams 

Ar t and Life an d Pover j in the Third World 

All people b orn in the Third World e,re f ?.miliar with pover t y . 

Poverty i d P fPc t o f Third ¼orl d life tha t is c ommon t o ell o f us 

irrt:: s pecti ve o f where or t o what econ omic or s oc i a l ::1e c t i on of thAt 

life we Are bo.cn in t o . To be born to a very r ich and powerful 

f emily in the Thi rd Worl d i s n o t t o be i nsul e. ted against t h e 

reality of '.l'hird Worl d po"erty. I'here is n o way of n o t seeing 

t he bRre f oo t ones , the scufflers , t he star v ing , t he t a ttered, 

a s t he child f rom the mos t a ffluen t h orue i s driven be t ween h ome 

an d schoo l or be t ween dancin g c l ad s cm d par tie s thrown py o ther 

children f rom equally a ffluent h onie s. There is n o way t ha t the 
~ t o 

mi ddlecle ss womAn glbt.mgg/her h a irdresser or t o morning coffee 

wi th her c l a ss-sisters c en n ot see the reality of the pover ty 

th?t is the backdrop to her l i fe style in the Thi rd 'v~ orl d . An d 

there i s no wey tha t t he bright and succedsf ul pro fes ~i on a l or 

t he go-get t ing busi nessman or the fiery poli t i c i an, or the f ervent 

ffian of Go d cann o t see an d SDell a n d feel t he pervading pover ty of 

Third Worl d l ife which they them s e l ves h ave esc aped. 'ro be sure 

you c an shut it out , or , more P.ccur Ate l y , the c on sci ou;;, awarene ss 

of it c an be dulle d by P k in d o f a cceptance Rnd rati on a lise tion. 

But however much their sensibilities are dul l ed , h owever t ough and 

cyn i ca l an d brutal t hey h a ve mR de t hemselve s in order t o liYe 

wi th t he r e a lity , Third World pe opl e all know about s hanty t owns ; 

t hey kn ow abou t the gh e ttoe s ; t ~1ey Kn ow about hunger an d unempl oy­

ment ; they kn ow About h opel essness ; Pn d they kn ow About the 

fierce will t o surv i ve even where li fe becomes t he kin~ of sav a ge 

ratlike exi sten ce tha t it hPd become in the \', es t En d of King ston 

until 'the pea ce' wa s brought about. So ther e really is n o nee d 
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t o tell Third ¼orl d peopl e abou t Third Worl d pover ty . They know 

all about it; and just t o t ell t hem wouln be t o hold up a mirror . 

An d the mirror only refl ects wha t is t here, wha t you hol d up t o 

it, wha t you alr eady kn ow. To be sure you can di stort thi s stra i ght 

reality somewhat by tilting t he mi rror t hi s way or tha t : but even 

as you do it you kn ow tha t you er e pl aying t r i ck s with known 

reality. Of course, where t his reRlity i s no t kn own an d is no t part 

of everyday life t he ' mirr or g,=m.e' , especi ally in writing , can 

be very succe s sful. Third Worl d n ovelists can ge t eway with much 
written for and 

more of t he ' mi rror game ' when t he i r n ove l s are/published in the 

First Wor l d , in Eur ope and Nor·th America , where the s t r a i ght 

mirroring of Third Worl d pover t y can seem dramatic and reve l atory 

and more crea tive than it really i s . When the s?me Thi rd World 

novelists are celled on , As they will increasingly be , to wr ite f ~x 

pri nrnr ily f o.c their own Third Worl d audiences , they will h Ave t o 

f a ce the challeging f e e t that jus t cata l ogui ng pover ty will..,.n ot be 

e1rnugh f or t hei r f hird Wor l d r eaders. And it is at this point, I 

suspec t, that our third Worl d n oveli s t s will really begi n t o become 

reLevan t t o their own na tive audi ence s. In this re s pect I t hink the 

theatre has gon e mu ch fur ther than the n ove l . This is s o because 

t he au dience i s her e and n ow , in Kingston or Por t -of-Spain or 

>r i dge t own or Accra or Lago s or Nairobi or Der-es-Sal aam or Delhi 
here and 

or J akart a . An d tha t audi ence r eacts/ n ow , in a kin d of f ace t o f ace 

encounter with t he pl aywri ght and the a ctors whi ch de t ermines f or 

bo th groups ~ust wha t value t o pl ec~ on t he work offered . There is 

n o wai ting f or any metropolitan seal of approval by way of sales 

or ge tting onto best se l l er l i s ts or meeting with the approvAl of 

the Ti me s Literary Supplement or t he New Yor k Ti mes Jook Re view. 

The judgement i s n o t r ecei ved . It i s na tive : and t he first cr itics 
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end often t he only cr itics , are t he na tive s. And per ha ps it i s 

f or t hi s renson tha t drama in t he Thi r d Wor l d h Rs from t i me t o 
an d provoked t hat sudden 

time shoc ke d and jarred And challenged/~aixmxW~xi ix&NXiEl«Rs 
sense of s t ar tle d wonder , ax 
x»iM«xxm~x~xt kuxkaosXlt~XH±~ of reve l ati on , as though seeing s ome 

f amil i ar t hi ng in a new way and under.Jtanding i t properly f or 

the firs t, And of f eeling ver y deepl y . Thi s i s t he magi c that 

se para t es ar t f rom the mirror t hing . An d s omewhere , s ometi me , 

s omehow , some wri t er , a noveli st or a pl aywri ght, i s goin g t o 
almos t universal 

t 8ke t his/theme of Thi rd ¼or l d poverty an d out of it f ashion a 

work of Ar t s o powerful an d· so t rue tha t what is f amiliar t o all 

of us who are born in the 'l'hi r d Wor l d will have a new c l nri ty an d 
Iluminating the corn.rr;onpl a ce , making us se e it with 

a ne w me?ning. / ~§YRXjJxi~xim:~xa£xikaxkxx~uB±x»~Exgx&aiRB% 
f re sh sharpness , an d maki ng u s feel and care , t hP.t t oo i s the 
X~&iii±aXXNfx~k±XXXXMXiixli£axxi±xiExi ~gXE»i x±kx± 
bu s iness of ar t. 

• 
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Pe ter AbrahaILs 

The working week starting J uly 4th wa s the week of the 15th 

annual ga t hering of the fi~i lea ders of the t hirteen-member 

Carib be an Commun 1 ty. The venue, t h i s time, we s Bridge town, 

Earbados whos e Pri me Mini s ter ha d very recently suffered a 

no-con f i dence defeat in Parliamen t whicn force d him to set a 

da t e for new genera l elections almost eighteen months before 
ed 

t hey were l egally due. The defeat/Erskine Sandiford called the 
Barbados 

new/elections for Septerr,ber 6th of t hi s year end t hen prepared 

to preside over the week ' s CARICOM l e~ders' meeting. There was 

some ar gument in t he region about the appropriateness of a 

defeAted leader f Rcing an impen ding election presiding over such 

a regi onal conference. But tnen a turn of events and a new twist 

in America's 6~ribbean regional policy almost t rivialised the 

ar g;µment and the proceedings in BArbados. 

I t was triggered by a sudden and dramatic upsurge in t he exodus 

of Haitian boa t people fleeing their homeland in boRts of all shapes 

an d sises, apparently eager to be spotted and picked up by American 

pat rol boa ts out there for tha t specific pnnpose. In the past t he 

boa t-people, who hnd been trying to esca pe f rom t heir homeland in 

an.ell numbers ever since the l 99l military coup again s t t he el ected 

Pr e sident, Jean-Bertr~nd Aristide, t ried to evAde the American 

pa trol boa ts. But early in J une the American policy of routinely 

picking up the boa tpeople en d dumping t hem bRck on Hai ti,m so_il, 

wr,s chirnged following messi ve pre ssure f rom mAinly African-An,erican 
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lobbCs -t;s and pr e ssure groupso Randall Robinson of Trans-Afri ca 

went on a widely publicised hunger strike ; the Congre ssional Black 

Caucus denounced t h e returning of fleeing Haitians to the mercies • 

of the increa singly brutal military regime; there were demonstratio~ 

~ outside t he White House an d at the United Na tions headquarterso 

So the American Administration came up with the idea of processing 

the Hititian boa. tpeople on board bigger ships to decide which were 

to be accorded r e fugee sta tus, and which were to be returnedo Under 

American law such processing would be closely scrutinised by human 

rights groups, and the would-be refugee would be entitled to legal 

repr e sentationo Processing refugees on boa ts outside American waters 

would make everything quicker and simpler, and those who fail 

could still be shipped back to Haiti. So the American government 

struck a deal with the J amaican government~ by which the 

processing f acilityt a one-thousand-bed American hospital ship 

would be anchored in J pmaican waters to do t he processing. In 

theory this exercise would l a st not more than six months, by which 

time it was anticipated t ha t the Haitian military would have been 

scared or otherwise forced to leave an d the elected President would 

have been restored to power. The hope was t hat this could be achieve< 

without t he use of military force; but the t hrea t of such force was 

al way s declared - so often, 11erhAps, tha t the Haitian military came 

to dismiss it a s a bluffo In the event, the Memorandum of Under­

standing between the J amaican and American governments was announced 

by J 8maicB..Q Prime Minister P.J. Pa tterson in Parliament on June 1st, 

and of fici ally signed on June 2nd. There was immedia te uproar in 

t he highly politically~on~cious J amaican society - and indeed through 
-1& wse.-

out the Caribbean: t hose who approved saw it a s helping,L,a terrible 

s itue tion; those who disapproved saw it a s collaborating in what 

UWI L
IBRARIES



j 

was an e s sen tially r ~ci s t policy of keeping Haitians out of the 

United St a t es. Randall Hobin son himself, e s well as a number of 

other bl8ck American leAdera, incl uding former Mayor Dinkins of 

New York, came to J pms ica to lend support t o ~he J pmaican pos ition. 

Then, on t he opening day of the CAllI COM leaders' meeting, t he 

HP i tian f l oodgat es burst and HBitians poured out of t heir c ountry 

in e torrent which l eft the United St Bt e s bemused. Be t ween Monday 

July 4th,e ( American Indepen dence Dey) and the weeken d starting 

Jul y 8th between eiaht~housand and ten t housand H~i tians took tb 

the sea in rickety beets to be picked up by American ve s s els to 

be processed. Neither pa trol boa t s boa ts nor hospital ship in 

~ings t on harbour could cope with the volume. An d still t he H itians 

Cf'lme. 

So there was another policy shift. The processing on the hoppita l 

shi p was abruptly halted. A new policy of 'Sa fe havens' was 

-•Kxaiaax enuncia ted un der which no HPitians would be processed 

for ad.mi p.on into the United Sta tes. I nstead a con s tella tion of 

•s~fe HPven s ' would be e s t abli shed throughout the earibbean region 

wher e the Haitians would be kept until t he cri sis in t heir country 

i s resolved and they can be returned to Hai ti. It \,as announced 

t ha t PAnama would t ake ten thousand Haitian s into ' safe haven', 

An tigua. would t ake some too, t hough not A.s many; Find it was hoped 

tha t other coun t ries in the region would al so provide 'safe haven s • 

for the Haitians. Then, two deys l a t er, t he Pr e s i dent of PPnama 

r epudi a t ed the agr eemen t to provi de safe heven f or t en thous~nd 

H i ti ans; he s ai:d he had been bul lied and pr essured and in sulted. 

U. S. s pokespeople J eni e d t his. The American hope now mus t be tha t 

t he new Panamani an President who assume s of fice nex t month will 

UWI L
IBRARIES



give back life to their plan to keep ten thouaBnd HPitians in 

' s afe haven' on the AmericAn ba se in Panama. Till then the only 

'sa fe haven• they have with any r ea sonable certainty is t he one 

now being built and enlar ged at the American bAse a t Guantanamo 
......... 

in Cuba. Cuba ha s long disputed America' s presence, in perpetu1ity, 

on its territory; it hRs strongly denounced the using of part of 

t ha t territory as 'detention camps'. And ft the jripcipel government 

s pok sman in the J maican Senate, t he Upper House of PRrliAment, 

on Friday s8id that ' safe havens' was not part of the Memorandum 

of Un derstanding between the t w governments, 1m/ ying s trongly tha t 

J Rmaica will not provide such • s afe havens' on J amaican soil. 

All of which pushes American policy on HPiti, with its empgasis on 

keeping t he Haitians out of t he Unite d St a tes, up a blind alley. 

The militery option s t ar es them in the f a ce; but with little warmth 

or sympathy f rom t neir so-cAlled friends in the •outer i s l an ds'. 

So what will they do? They had no compunction about invt' ding 

Grenada in 1983 when Mr. Reagan wan ted to project en America sure 

of itself and able t o win; and t hey hAd no compunction, ~ix years 

l a ter, to go into P~nama, seek out its President and t ake him to 

the United St a tes to be tried and j a iled, becPuse, we are led to 

believe, he had betrayed his former friends, among them Mr. Bush. 

In t hose CPses interna tiona l l ~w cut little ice. So i f t hey really 

want t o •take out• t he Haitian military t hey can , end coul d h9ve d 

it, any time t hey w?nt to. SQ why this enormous regiona l build up 

of a crisis? They know t ha t ending the military rule And r estoring 

t he elected President woul d s top the exodus of boa tpeople overnight. 

> So wha t lieSbehind all t he twi s ts and turf Tha t Aristide i s not 

a pEeferred alterna tive to the military? ThA t the power-brokers and 

ruflnipulators distrust him? Ho, do you br lance tho t against the f P.ct 
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Shadow of the Eagle 5 Peter Abrahams 

tha t t he overwhelming majority of tbe Hr i tian people voted for him 

in perh~ps the freest elections ever held in Hr iti? If democrecy 

i s what this i s ~11 about then whp all the~e t-wi::;ts and turns 

abou t a relatively simple mat ter? Anybody, any nation, which could 

so e asily 'tA.ke out• the commies in little Gncnede. , t he nRsty 

Noriega in P·1nanom0 , help defeat the Simdini lal t es and t he FNLA in 

Centra l Allierica., and keep Cuba bo t tled up t o the poin t of s trangula­

t ion for more thAn thirty years, can surely • ~ske ou t • the brutal 

l ittle Ha i t ian die t a tor ship an d give the ffa i t i an majority a chence 

t o rebuild t h e i r lives an d to stop t rying to go where t hey are not 

wanted. I t i s a small thing t o do for the H~itians .. h ose pre sent 

predicament i s not unrela ted to pps t Pmericen polici e s and 

pr}ictices. I f the r es t orAtion of democrt-i cy i s tr.a rea l e im, 

whP t is the snag? 

If South Africa h Rd been ~s close tQ Anierica as Hai ti is, if 

hlle h a d hed to struggle and live and Burvive in the shadow of the 

Ameri can eagle, where would she ha ve been today? 
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Peter Abrhhruns 

... . 
A oeople',;: ni.ncry, 1,ne u tory of' how it, Cf;'lme abc.;. ·.; ,~•;ct of what 

-r 1.-i this 

~
1norr rre: some, t.r..e hign1y ~er,b:ivi,~ , "',n-, highly intelligent 

wno 
nd t::.c .1i; .. 1l_r crertive,/m§ .::ic~~ t ht~t J--i,1 '"':C:(n1.::1 r1 re i people with-

<i,tt r n' .~·t ., .i .• !~r f,oiut -Ct, ..:..-:.rope , to t t.·1oui....:n1., -yerr-old city 
i . o ~rench cu~turc 

l:i.ze-: . P1.•~_,3 9 Pnd ?rerch f'1•·~ •1nd :cen~h 2.1. ·v r·ature/beccn.e exnlicoblc 

' L~ ter·"T.:- of !"' t .'0...:.s :a ye r& of t hou.ght rmd fee i 1£ , r, thouscnd 

er the Ge.r1::£:r:s - or even thr- Af r icr:n.i or Indiona - l!lnd s r:i:v: ' B:r 
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0
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i,;) 0 

: .,)- o.a Y:.<:~· ) 1r t ~- - tT ""'L~l ct"'n ~ - ~-; '#t1 - Q~'J ct i lrl de<!d the ' ,, lt: 1.1-

\. _;..: - ,1:1, fl;' ['1' ~== -=- + !:'"" - " , l t -. '"' ii d ju + f .... ,., root:5 _,! . .--~ -, ~s ri:, . ., .. I, - , .. .. • e) 

. 
.. .?.J ' ; .. ~.' .. ! :~ 

.... .. .. . 
11"' ""'., + + -...,"'"' hr ~1i i'' t-f;:. ~u 1. ~ • 1!·,a t~ outl s 

" - ~- I .. \-'.) ~- tJ iJ ... t,..J w,/ 

--· 

which it:1 

w .. .:.,:h o;,? von ;:'. :ie::-,~ s·.1~,., --;_or·. ,t·- d J : th~ C:-nm•·-tc:r!l 

:T:.: s t o ,1<·/ _up t'£ • 
&.fr ies;:~ eon tu, t 

c,ven re t:die.te iiht:i 

grei:: t er 
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sold short in fcvour of ~te~ from the outside . All you hove to 

0 

. .:qirco t:3d'? :;_ t .i. ~ P.t, o. t ~ 1. . ot...eh. no :;:oo1L l!rve ir: frc t been eunk 

:... .. 1 

1·: re , r-nd wi .. 1.n very hcnou.rr:2l'lt~ e:._c1?ptions, 

r· ~, L'l1 ,._; a t.' m,-: i C·•nl:3 r-110 Pl"t. poJ .l tic·-lly conmi tted often seem to 

tte~ Jr roots , of cot ing to 

c.: tf.0 crv.c:. 1 
I 

rcrln.~ ~Bi.i f.lie n.; 1r-vtc1 ~o t:ltink cit. Until they 

gooll tn be f ree of in .. n;.lor cheuvini li:lt- o Bu.t j t io not good to 
,, 

J,:,r,ici.i pr,in: to jt:~i,i.fy i ·t: .LL-te r->11 o!' _ifc ib .'lt .... :.o th ugliness 
cmd be[-luty. 

UWI L
IBRARIES



f ,.,r .ily Pl Armin~: A Signi f i cPn t Bron!.cthrough 

Off ice show - for the fjrst t i rre 

jn J·r:;r.ir~r> 1 s or:rthrr-te fo:r J.067 . 

~ srr"'') 1 1'u t ~;tr j_kinr; clocli.ne 

In J~f6 the birthrrtc stood et 

l 9 uO0 . In ternd cf N'T-VPl hu.n'"'n birth~ _1. 9 9?6 fe~"er c-hildren v,ere 
in 1967 

born/1::hr-r, ••;ere b0rn in 1°66 . In 1966 th,,re ',v,,rc 71 , 3(4 tirth.., in 

l'o under:5 t'"'nd the si:'>'!li f'icnnce o~ tc8Se fi 0_:,Ures p ' • .!.Or C.Jf:rrP1ca 

o~ b~i l di~~ ten thOUBrnd new 

jn~-+.. begun the job of tr:.v-.inr to feed then,'-Jelv""'s f-ror. t ei:r ow-:: uoil . 

l o- i:tMG t JlJ t10 Jt., e ": cooi ... 151 s212ec 2s f:131: ... wi_;tb tY-1i J ~ .: . J.1. trbltr cr1 

the rPtc At which nopu.1:-·tion gro'",D '"r.c the _•r-Le P'. v}.:irh the 1 : ~ 
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l!P tiow:-1 \\eF l th i :3 er, l r,rged e If the oopul1'1ti on continue s t o grow 

Pt r- froter r~"Ge ihrr. aoes ·1,he nPtioniil wenl th then the nrition 

v1ill be l ike s runner on a t readmill - working exceedingl y ht=ird 

but re1Hflinir.g on t.t.te san.e s pot or slowing up nr.d slipping bFck. 

l:o n,ove eht1ad the ne tion hP s to i ncree se its sh.i l l s ?nd produc:ttv i ty 

in both o.gricul ture rind industry on the one hend 7 tmd it has to 

cut ctovm on the rAte et which ita popule tion grows on the other . 

Hi "!;herto Jnn:aica hes done reasonably wel l. i n s t reng t)7ening An d 

diversi fyi ng ller economy: indu~t ry is . rr,ovi ng et a nice pflce; t he 

cri tic1u ili,por·tance of her major egricul turel undertaki ngs are 

clearl y unders tood af'·ter much publ ic debAte; and at l ong l ast there 

.u, P determined Pnd careful ly thought- out drive to , feed the nPti on 

from it ..... m-.n aoil . The one area in which there hrs been no s i gn 

of n brcakthrot..gh until now ha~ been -on the popul Ption front . 

For very mP.ny years the effort to educ~ te the JPmPicPn peopl e 

fltou.t far.Lily plrnning hP.G been the work o f A very sme.11 private 

€.,"l·ouJ1 within the society , often in the fAce of hostility from the 

g~nerAl po()ulrce . BecF1use the J,-,mi=-ic~ Lr>bour Pr-r ty in the ol d days 

condenmEd ' socieli sm 9 atheis1;1 and bir t h-control ' as a fPmi l y of 

evilti , the Peapl e ':::; 1' tiionAl PArty would" h'lve nothing to do with 

:f'aruil; plt1m1ing. Now, two yerirs ego , tne J f'rnrica LAbour PPrty, the 

pFlrty in pm,er today , q_uietly reversed i tsel f And introduced 

fFniil.r :plrsnni ng ~::1 -pPrt of i t.:i nr t i on~l policy. Until lPs t; year 

very ittle publicity was given t o the government ' ,.3 fami l y planning 

~ro!~i:h1:1..e . L~·st year tne prmgrrllll.ue v,es put into effect openl y 

tlJ.rot..ghout the i..,land . 1.nd e1 rly 1i.hi:3 y-ear CPn..e the nevre of the 

slight but s i gnifi crn"!; drop in the birt hrateo Thi is a major 

bre::irl:through for the future developruent of Jrl!,nica. 
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t __,hs th i 1-ty s ain m rks. Sh looK:ed u , W 8 i d noL both r to 

oov r her thighs. H r e s 'I- re • 1 and bloo shot . er fi:ng 1•nai s , r e 

long an b o en nd i th t hick bl ck ' i r t urnlor t o • nd y " ' neat 

t he gri~ , 1rt ~ ani al hopel ~sn s s, th re s so o i , t t ade e 

l oo,t clo e1.y at her. 

t .. :, h t1.rt of A in. 

h- h t e hi h c ekbones and t e slanti ng eyes o 

I s d: 1'Is thi the way to Cyprus lall ? 1 

looked at m o long t at I beg n to on er \.me L r I bed co:::e 

aero a a. det-1.f- 11to bidden a.way in t e bush. 

"You- cOl!l - too- r.. Sh lu • d th wo ds i r e hu y purr an tne 

magneti sm t look clo ely th r a th re sin, only st10 r . 

Jut t en h.r other c e out of the s CA in pi te of th i r 

equ ity of t n OV' 1·ty hopel sn t a no li ene bet, een 

them. 

II a' you ) ' na ' ? t ol n ai b foe eei1 e . 

II r..- lo - i - ' , icy ru. - 1 . 

it t turnin.:; Ip scd. 11 I s· 

II ~ - you- ss, ai . 

I turn d arui nt vey I c e . 

~ t ni(J t I k so o.t: cy o ck .L fri nds s.bot t t e t o c n 

uho Hv . , "" r.u .... .. s a ey trom ot. r um·m io;:;s . i ., L :ughed and 

vo.Ined to k p ey fr that 11Chin e looki ng on bee ad d" 

bu Ol an t " t - OU not te 1 . 
All .i , I ned a littl OV r 

bout i ont sago th .-.r o d t t oft e.i, •• 

It .11 thi : r ork doru to th front of ~ hou fo 

e 0 'finy r co two o, ai , l 

t in il . y C up llv u to iny' r C ion. 

bi f l ow ,mo work li 0 r j nan orig ns -
. 

l , ivi rt of jazzy lilt . 0 r 0. all u1 t. 

UWI L
IBRARIES



l 5 

fello , wl i'.tl<> n, , ho l ooked a ,J ... oun1Ld a t ough he ha j U5t 1 ed 

here in J e.ica .trom Gh na or Ni ria t 0 other d y . Kno i ng rica and 

l 'lr ·i ng at l'J. , .1ou oul find it r d to b l i eve t. t .. • oncestors 1 ft 

tb.ut far contin nt t . 1·ee conturies ago. s ap araLc , .is mov r.:e1 t , .1i.s 

sp e c 1 ,1; .la ay of looki4-u nt Ji c , .tls W" 7 of iling \I r all of toaey ' s 

Afri ca. 

n t ree c nturi a re ovcd 
rem the c nee hi fa the rs l oved 
i cy r ove, ci~on tree 
at i rica to ? 

In t s J i cmi Afri "a a all hr all now. n t r s a per o 

g n lene s an nsibillty bo t him th t;t \{ 

affecti on. And o I tr! m out l r 0 t r n t d 

t 0 ei r qui tly nt t _ s 1 accord tv !1 he ... talked 

of th of 0 ~ of bl ck n :hit ' of ric and 

J aica 0 th ani ng of lit An f r t1rn e t ed oft s 

n arer he. , 0 t11e t . n th sadn-ss I hud sen d vc;.gu yin him 

bee r .l I ed hi ato t " 'Wife n c i- r en. h d, h 
.L ' 

\llo an 

an two chil n. Th young r s sown c l , vhe .lder n t . 

beautiful, I ked, ho.l.f in j st. 

S She 

Too b utift l ? 11 he aid mth fi rca ong ish an l t a abrupt_y. 

I called out an s arted to fol o him. ut l i IJ,Y check d ( we d bo n 

r i nki ng at his .. 1l!D hop) z:.e , r chi ng r st nining n ov r th counter. 

'L ve him bo, mis r ..... t boy •ot troubl troubl ., r 

t kin of trou l , i ny? C n ' t h 1 ': 

Tiny ¥ t n gr v 1 l ht ore t uin a nt 

of bitt rn 

n 

to it. 

n t J'OU by th all p·rts no c.n c n h lp out 

i J 'iny. n 

on' un rst J ica Yce!an, 1 tr P. 0 

t ·oubl n 
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'I'HS 11,"EST I NDI AN, Peter Abrahams/~ Sbv7Y 

SHADOW O~R BIR~!nnHAM: 
,, 

Roughly 800 men and 500 women of Bi rmingham' s 15, 000 col oured migran~s 

are on t he un~ .pl oyment l i st today. The unemployment figure for the entir e 

vorking population aver ages 7,000. That such a tiny fra ct i on of Bi rmi ngham' s 

population should have such a high pr oportion ~f on the t otal unempl oyment 

lis t was t he most distur bi ng t, ·ng I found in my current r esear ches . And a 
offici 

senior Mi nistry of Labour/I spoke to was equally disturbed and hoped 

desper atel y t hat no more nigrants woul d come into the area f or the t ime being . 

I'bis situat i on began to appear aft er t he t roubl es in t he motor 

industry. Till t hen the man in t he car f actory earning £12 or £Hi a week was 

not i nter est ed in who dr ove t he buses or l oaded the r ailway wagons for £8 a 

week or l ess. But now t he pi cture has changed. The man who has lost his j ob 

at Standar d or Austin quit e uf t en want t he l owly job for hi mself as t here i s 

no other goi ng . And so, when a coloured bus dr i ver or conduct or l oses or gives 

up his job a whit e worker st eps in, and t her e i s very little chenca of a 

col oured "7or ker, any coloured '-'orker, getti ng t hat job agai n. 

I ca.me across t he case of an extremely i ntel ligent young colour ed man 

who had worked f or Birmingham City ' s transport ser vice for 22 months , 18 of 

t hem as a dr iver. He l eft of his own accord and wi t h nothing e.gninst him. 

Lat er he applied for a job s a dr iver to another, pr ivat e, transport company -

which, i nci dent all y, i s t i ed up with a '#i t r ansport sor vi ce in J amaica. He 

knew t here was a short age of some 700 driver s . But they turned him down. He 

wrote back aski ng why and suggesti ng that this was a case of discrimination. 

They r epl ied sayi ng t hat t hey di d not accept hi s suggesti on ofi di scrimi nation 

but that t hey wer e not obli ged t o ~xpl ain why they had turned him down. 
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Somebody at his union had suggest ed to thi s young man t hat t here was 

an agreement bet ween the Ci t y ' s t ran,port organi sation and the private one not 

t o t ake ea.ch other' s worker s . But he hi mself', and he brought me riends to 

confirm the f act, knew of white workers who had gone f rom t he one t ranspor t 

organisat ion to t he oth13r ,.,1 tnout t he slight est. troubl e . It certainly looked 

like a case of di scr imi nation on gr ounds of colour to me . And came across 

many l ike it. The trut h i s t hat the one key r eason for the emp oy~ent of 

col oured rorker s - acute shor t age of labour - i s no longer as vali d as i t 

was dur ing the period of real y full employment . Whether t hey are going to 

let t his situat i on l ead to t he gr owth of an industrial colour bar i s a chall enge 

t hat t he unions and the l abour movement must f ace, and face squarely. 

I n Augusto last ~aar a · a1ands official of t ne Transport and Guner al 

'"orker s Union declared t hat they di d not operat e a colour bar but t hat his 

member s would not a.llou all t he platform st aff vanancies t o be f i lled by coloured 

worker s . At that time t her e wer e 11 050 j obs and only 900 hands wer e empl o7ed. 

And I am sat i sfied t hat t here now exi st s, i n Birmingham and 11olver ­

hampt on anltlit/./Jil/,,J.¢ unofficial quota system w • ch i mposes limits on the 

number of col oured peopl e employed i n t he public transport services. And in 
l ast mont h 

Sheffield/the same union called on i ts t cansport wor-ker s to 11go slown and 

r efuse overtime till t he Sheffield Corporat ion agr eed t o t he introduction of 

a quota limiting the empl oyment of coloured conductors to t he present 105. And 

t he union expects i t s coloured members t o t ake part in t he 11go slow11 movement 

~ ainst t hemselveaJ 

A f ew months ago t he Inst:t-tute of Persona.el 1-~anagement published a 

r epo1·t on the EM?LOYMEN'l' OF COLOUrl.d:l) WOlliURS I N TH~' BIHMI IDHAM ARU. The situat ion 

was t hen very different f r om what it i s now. Trouble had t hen not yet come to 
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t he motor i ndustry and t her e were st ill more jobs t han people to f ill t hem. 

The Report found t hat: 

HAlthough t he conditions r evealed by t his enquiry do not i ive gr ounds 

for very gr ave concor n a.nd cont ain many hopeful elements, i t i ·s true t o say 

t hat t here i s some di scrimi nation in t he relations 0 £ empl oyers und wor ers 

to t he coloured people . I t i s a. gener al view that if tller e 'lere uner:iployment 

attitudes woul d harden and might easily l ead t~ an oppre0sed minority of 

colour ed peopl ,, in British society .... 11 

Already Birmi ngha.rn ' s coloured people a=e f-;,eling t.he chill y br eath 

of t hi s prospect. And this desp:j: 1:;e t he f act t hat. t her~ were, when I 1-.as t here, 

nearly 16, 0'.J0 job vacancies in 1.Jol verha.rnpton, Coventry and the Bl ack Country. 

The leaders of t he Afro- Caribbean Organisation are extrffi!'.l~ly concerned about 

thi s situation. A f ew months ago t he Oi·6anisat ion1 s prasi dont , Dr . Pili so, 

r eceived a l etter from a Bi rmingham citi zen becau3e he hc1d wri tten a . etter 

of protest to t he local paper. The l ot t or began: 11 1►-a.r Alien ••. " and. the key 

par agraph read: 0 You come cra'1li ng to us br i ngi ng yow: nu::nerous unpleasant 

vices, and expect to be welcomed, accept ed, loved and ct1er ished, f ed and 

clothed as t hough you wer e doing us a favour . I ~muld ho.ve t ought t hat a 

person who descends upon us t hus, would at l ~ast t ry to r o1r ain from uttering 

~rrogant , aud cious {7 ) critici sm of a people who you 11111 never equal . -We 

whites didn' t st ep out of t he jungl e t o f i nd everythi ng r eady and 1'ait i ng, we 

became civilised the hard way o.nd its bred i nto us , thus ve don' t bi t e the 

hand t hat f eeds us ...• But , al as Br i tain i s goi ng t o the ' dogs ' and to speed 

t he decay t he does ar e comi~ to Britain •••• 11 

TJe a r e not ve r.1 f ut' from t he nazi or Strydo:n cr-3ed here, not vary far 

at all: so pl ease don 't say it can ' t happen her e . 
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I heard so much about prejudice and discrimination from Birmingham ' s 

coloured P-Opl e t hat I went out on the str eet s to seek it out f or myself. I 

hai l ed a nice l ooki ng young chap near t he centre of t he town, tried on a West 

I ndi an accent and asked for directi ons to Small .Heath. He averted hi s f ace, 

si de- st epped and kept moving . I t ried another, older man, prosperous l ooki ng . 

He mumbl ed somet hi ng and kept moving . I f oll owed a young coupl e into a t ea 

pl ace and sat down. No one tried to turn me out. But t here were unfr iendly 

st ares. I sat at a vacant table . The coupl e who had gone i n j ust bef or e me 

wer e served. Three young men came in nnd wer e served . I n t he end I had to 

turn and pointedly call t he waitress. I got my cup of t ea grudgi ngl y, sloppi ng 

in t he saucer. Few migrant s would have been as ' brash ' as I ~as . 

I went back to my 88IDe of asking di rect ions. One man • rected me t o 

what I knew to be th9 wrong bus; a woman r aised her nose in t he air. A young 

I ndi an cross t he road and came solici t ously to me . He had see11 me snubbed. 

lher e di d I want t o go? Small Heat h, I t ol d him, keeping up the pret ense . He 

could see I ,:as new. I nodded. Well, these peopl e wer e not very friendly. Best 

thing was t o ~atch t hei r f aces before asking anything of t hem . You could see 
I 

by thei r f aces whet her they wer e host i l e to coloured people or not . !Ie walked 

with me to the corner f r om wher e I could get my bus . He ' d just b~en to the 

l abour exchange . No l uck . ~~/t~i~ He ' d ooen goi ng for some time now. He advised 

t hat it was better t o ask direct ions of coloured peopl e . 

As t he bus sped along t he white conductress came along collecti ne fares . 

l knew wher e I wanted t o get to but I di dn ' t know or how to i dentify it f or 

her. Coventry Road was very l ong . T\.To of my fellow passenger s , both whit e , 

came to t he r escue and pinpointed i t for her . And before he got off one man 

l eaned over and expl ained to me exactly wher e to get off . And when I finally 
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got t o it t he ot her one t apped me on t he shoulder and said : 

11Your stop, mate . 11 

Later , I went i nto a post of fi ce. Ther e 'l.eren1 t many peopl e , only 

t hr ee ahead of me . The young chap behind the counts r was t al l und gangling and 

not l ong out of hi s t eens. Except f or his sneer whenever he l ooked at me, he 

seemed nice . Just as t he l ast of t he three in f r ont of me was bei ng served, 

a f at herly, middle- aged gentleman wal ked i n and irmly pl ant ed himself i n 

front of me . I st r ai ght ened up, made a noi se in my t hroat and looked appeali ngly 

at the youth . Hi s eyes fB.oker ed coldl y over my f ace t hen he t urned wit h the 

hint of a smil e t o the ~t~ f ather l y gentl eman. The f ather ly t ype firml y 

el bowed me out of the way and was served. It n2eded effort to keep up my 

pret ense t hen. 

On bal ance then, t wo men on a bus had baen hel pful and f riendly. Two 

men and a woman had snubbed me yoi ntedly on t he st r eet; one man had tri ed to 

misdir ect me . The waitr ess had served me t ea di sdainfully aft er I had been 

made t o wait t ill I call ed her : and t he young chap in the post of f i ce had 

connived at someone j umpi ng me i n the queue . Nothing very dr amat i c h~r e, nothing 

s t artling ; all very small tb.ings. But it i s the small t hi ngs t hat matter in 

everyday lif e . To the person who i s a t the r ecei ving end of t his type of 

exper i ence every day, day in, day out, f or all his waki ng hours, a t work and 

at pl ay, t his adds up to discr imination and pr ej udi ce . And I had only t ouc~ed 

t he f ringes of it. 

Coloured housewives have told me t hat t hoy have paid 7/6d for a 

pi ece of mean that woul d cost an ~~li 5h housewif e 5/-. And the old game of 

giving coloureds shor t change i s not confined t o Birmingham. All t hese lit tle 

f i nancial transact ions - overchargi ng, gi ving .:short change - t he coloureds 
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cynically and bitterly describe as paying a I Co)flour Tax ' . 

And some of t he most hear t breaki ng cases of t he ' Colour Tax ' are t i ed 

up with t he housi ng shortage . I was t ol d of an estate agent who bought a house 

f or £700 and i mmedi ately sol d it t o a J amaican f or £1,700 . Ther e ' s ' Colour Tax' 

wit h a vengeance ? The picki ngs ar e so good that ther e i s an estate agent who 

i s open on ndays too. But att empts ar e now bei ng wade to cope with some of 

t he worst abuses in housi ng . The r ecent l y- f ormed Bi rmi ngham FI'iendship Housing 

Association has r ecently set up four West Indian coupl es in fur nished flats 

and has bought a hotel which t hey ar e conver t i ng i nto a host el for coloured 

workers. And t her e are similar pr ivat e housi ng schemes in other i ndustrial 

areas, l ed by peopl e of goodwill who want to frust r at e t he shark s who now 

bat t en on t he mi sery of the migrant s . 

But for t he migrant s t he rf::}al shadow ov~r Bi rminghlllll i s t he shadow of 

unempl oyment and the bi r t h of an i ndustri al col our bar. It i s no l ess a 

challenge t o Lahour and t he unions . 
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Pet er Abr ahams . F±-r-s-t;-Story. 

Tiffi WSST I .!l!DIA,?S -
Co (,. l·H>P OJ.. I -. A-N )._ C N t}(9-1J 
trow Aza t!i109 Beisg ., 

The tall t cenaJad wtU.ta girl held th~ l itt le black boy ' s hand firmly 

as t hey walked along the pr.vement in Notting a.ill G~te ' s Barandon Str ~e t . It 

was a poor wor ,d ng- class area. an-i cnil rlren v~r e playing in tiw E1tr et . Some 

of the chilr•ren called to t he little bL.cK boy • .rle waved t o theT", tried to 

pull ~~ay, but the f irl hel d him f irtrly t i ll t hey rsached t he door wner e I 

st ood wa~t i ng . 

11You going t o t ho ¥c{enzies? 11 t he girl said. 

I nodd.?d so sne sai d : n ill you pl ease see t nat ha gets to his mum. 11 

and put his hand i nto mine . Sh9 patted him, sc i l ed, and ~ant back t hey way 

she had come . The l i t tle boy looknd m~ ov r suspiciously. I knockeu on -th , 

door ~ n. The boy ' s l i ps curlJd i n di Se.,us t , th~n he l ~aned for ward, pushed 

back the matal flap t nat so.i d ' LETTERS' and yel Ld: "Mum! " . Aft er a l-.nile we 

heard f oots tep . 

"Seel " ho said vith a l itt le- boy snaer &.Il" t he accent of .::. true 

Londoner. 

Th~ door opened and the boy' s f at h~r ~tared a t me . En was a s-eI~er, 

small-boned bl ack man - of t he type I had met in ne6r l y every J i~ai can mountain 

village I visit~d l ast year. But he wa~ mor e dapper ly dr essed t han t hJ peasants 

of t hose moum:,ain villages . 'fusn h3 "lpoke hiP v,::: i ce had t ht.t soft, litt i ng 

quali ty t hat i s so a.l{i n to the way • el sh.rlcn speak .,~lish. 

The man ' s J . "'aican l andl or d had e.rraIJJ 1d for my comi ng so I f ollo"'ed 

fat her and son up t he dark lit tle stairway to t h" one cr ollded r oom~~ 

t !1&.t was home to mother , f.., t her and f our chil dr en. Ther e was a bi g double b:id 

t 11at took up ne, r ly a quart .r of th:3 space, a ch-st of dr awers, a UEh cot. f or 
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t he younges t baby, a t able and some chai r s , and a new r adi ogram i n t he far 

corner near t he 'ndow. Ther e was not much room to move . But cv~rything was 

spot l essl y clean and polished, and a gay bed- cover nade t ne overcrowded r oom 

seem ch?erful . The t hr ee elder children play Jd about t he confined space . The 

mother sat r ocki ng the baby on her l ap. 

She , too, was small ; small er t han her husband and dark to a point. of 

blackness . Neither husband nor wi f e could have been much over t hi r ty but she 

l ooked. haggard and wor n. 

The coupl e had ooen in 'Sngl and just over f our years. Al l f our of t ue.1.r 

chil dr en had been bor n here . The boy llho had walked up wi th t he t eenage whi t e 

girl was the eldest and knew no ot her home or pl aygr vund than London' s wor ~i r,g­

cl ass back str eets . 

The t wo grown-ups were bi t t er about some of t heir experiences. And t ney 

had suff i ci ent ly lost the sense of bei ng ' out si der s ' to speak f r eely about some 

of t he t hi ngs t hat had hurt and upset and made t hem f eel bi tter . 

They had moved often, had been so often turned away by l andl adi es t ..1at 

t hey now would not t hink of a sking whit e l andladies for a pl ace . As they t alk~d 

I had t he f eeling t hat, in spite of their f our years her e , t hey had not quite 

over come t he pr obl ems of adjustment t hat f aceJ i# all ' outsider s' of what ever 

col our, who s t art a n3w l i fe in a new l and. And i t was not all due to colour, 

t hough colour was a very i mpor tant f actor . 

The man had found j obs all r i ght ; but he had run i nto di fficulties vi.th 

his whit e workmat es . He was unskill ed and compet ed wit h uns.icilled w ' t e workers. 

He wa s acutel y sensitive of ' name- call i ng '. Hi s eyes blazed when he said t hey 

had used such wor ds as 1dar ky 1 and ' nigger ' t o him. Hi s temper had got the bet t er 

of him. and in t he end he ' d had t o l eave . The l ast j ob he ' d l ef t had been a very 
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good one wher e he ' d been a checker f or a wholesale soft drinks firm . The 

money had been good and he ' d liked t he work . But the other s had tried to make 

t r oubLe f or him. Sometimes t hey ' d stolen cases of soft drinks after he ' d checked 

t hem and t hen accused him of not bei ng able to count or else of having stolen 

the s t uff himself . I asked him whet her he ' d told his union r epr esentative about 

this . He smi l ed cynically and shrugged. Anyway, he ' d l ef t the j ob. It was best. 

Now he was working at keepi ng furnaces s toked. It was har der and money was poorer . 

But at ,l east the people didn ' t seem to mind hi m worki ng there and he got on 

well. Maybe 1 t was because he was doing what t hey call b ack man' s work . His 

general attitude was that of someone sadly di sappointed, someone who had l ost 

a fond illusion and hat ed to admit i t . 

The wi fe ' s difficultiJs had been of a different or der . ~ e had tried 

to put her elder childr en int o rruraeries . The nurseries were full . All right , 

so t he nurser i es were full. But why di d t hey treat her as t hough she had no 

right to come and ask for a pl ace for har children! I told her I had seen a 

number 0£ coloured childr en in nurseries in Brixt on and elsewher e . Sh'9 s,.ept 

it asi de and t ol d me of her last confinement. The nurse in t he district ha.d 

advi sed her to book a bed in the hospital f or her confi nement and she had don~ 

so. But when the day arrived and she turned up at the hospi t al t hey suddenly 

had no r ecor d. And t here was t his other business. They ' d all told her she was 

having too many childr en ("Me doan t'ink peopl e her e love c. l 1 run11
) sos e 

said allright, what should she do? They t ol d her t o go to a birth- control 

cl i nic. She ' d been t hr ee or f our t imes and so far nothing had been done . y 

couldn't these peopl e t r eat her l i ke t hey treat ed other peopl e . Her man pai d 

t axes and insurance l i ke any other men. 1,Jhy, a clippi e had pushed her off a 

bus when she was pregnant and she had to go back and slap t he cli ppie to show 
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t hat even t hough she was black she was not goi ng to be pushed around f or 

nothing l And what a court case t here l1as l She ' d been f i ned t en bob but t he 

magi strat e had been sympat hetic and she felt t he ten bob had been pai d in a 

good cause . 

I ment ioned t he white t eenage gi r l who had brought her son while I 

stood a t t he door . Her f ace soft ened. Her nei ghbours had baen very good, very 

helpful . They l ooked aft er the childr en when she went out shopping or had to 

go to pospital or somet ng . Very helpful , very good people . They ' d hel ped in 

so many ways . Funny how some wer e good and hel pful , ant.l other s didn' t care, 

and other s hat ed you. 

F r all her si mpl i cit y , t he woman ' s comment was basically corr ect. 

An ~nglish sociologist, nnt hony · cbmond, r ecently declared in his book The 

Colour Probl em t hat 11 •••• t har e i s now conclusive evidence to sugt,est t hat 

t he populat i on can be consi dered to fall into t ee broad gr oups of roughly 

equal size . One- t hird i s toler ant of coloured peopl e , one- third i s mi l dly 

prejudiced and one- t hird i s extremely prejudiced". The simpl e J amai can peasant 

woman and t he trained British scholar had arrived at t he same conclusion. 

But the McKensies were only one f amily i n t he 60, 000- odd West Indian 

mi grant s who had come to Britain. And " ell over n t hird of them we1·e i n t he 

London area . And t he McKennes were not as t ypi cal as they would have been 

f our or five years ago. Then, t he vast maj ority of mi gl'ant s lived in conditions 

of t er rible congestion, and f inding a pl ace t o lay one ' s head was often heart ­

br eaki ng . Now, very many of them own houses - and not all of them slum houses 

at t hat . 

I n --ayswat er ' s Col vil l e I met a young ex- R. A. F. type and his wife 

putting t he fini shing t ouches to t hei r newly bought t hr ee- stor ey house. He had 
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turned t he t wo upper .floors into flats, install ed kitchens and bathrooms and 

r edecorated t hem. l ow they were getting t heir own flat i nto shape. Te ex- R. A.F 

type didn ' t have much t o complain about. He unrierstood t o ::nelish pJopl e among 

whom he worked and got on well wit h them. 

It wns t he same for the chap in t he flat upstairs . Hep ayed hapoily 

wit h hi ten- months- old son while his Austri an wife prepared orange juice 'or 

t ho chil d. Their home was comfortable and spacious . _ H~ was a member of a craf t 

union, ear ned good wages , and pr oudly displ ayed hi s union card. 

Li fe was good f or t hese peopl e . They had made t he adj ustment f rom 

t he avkwar d uncer tainty of a f ew years ago. They were r elaxed, sure of them-

se ves and f elt l ess t he outsi ders t hat t hey flt a few years o. The f act 

t hat London was possibly t he world ' s most cosmopolitan city . had he ped 

gr eat l y . But t hey had also survived t he ordeal of prejudice r emarkably well, 

and had won acce9tance for themselves by thei r work and their bt!!a r i ng . Now 

t hey ar e found worki ng on the railways, on the undergr ound, on buses and in 

f actorie s . And t hei r situat ion, like t he situation of the wnite ~el ow- citizens 

ar.iong vnom t hey live, r anges from an overcrowded one- r oomed home for a f amily 

t o a comfortable t wo or t hree bedr oomed house or flat for a f ami y . Certainly, 

it i s l ~ss easy t o generalise about the conditions of the ni 6r ants now t han i t 

was a few year~ a.go. Ther e are still , of course, i r ritants : they still 

encounter prejudi ce tllld excl usion in many pl aces, bu.t there are al so w-lder 

areas of f riendship and understanding • . nd white childr en shari ng tho same 

cl assr ooms and pl aygr ounds as coloured chil dr en soon for6et t he difference in 

colour - unless their parents r emind them. 

And t he pict ure, so common a f ew year s ago, of a l ost- l ooking l only 

'fest I ndian on a str eet corner o.f an evening i s, I think, gone f or good. By 
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~ / l .- WEST I NDI AN, 

,J 
P&,,er Abrahams/ ~ pi ece . 

BUT~ TOWW. CARDIFF. - - · ... .. 

-- -~ 

I as. ed t he taxi-man t o direct me tb °13ut e ~ .. m . . le frowned t Ol.Jclhtfull.y 

t hen shook his head. He ' d n':lver beard of But e •rc:n-m; was I sw:·e I di dn ' t mt3~n 

But e Street ? Yes, I uant ed Bute Street , but it was i n But e Town; or • .. ore t.i re 

mor e t nan one But e Street i n. Cardi f f . No tlle1·e was only one . A l ong street. 

Which end did I want ? I said: 

11 1'he Bute '.I'own Community Cent re , 213 But e St r eet . " 

The light of knowl edge dawned on him and she.rad in his face . 

110- o- o-hl You mean Ti ger Bay • • •• 11 

Ti e er Bay! A name of l egendary associati ons, conj uri ng up a picture 

of wild life and vice and mfst eriously beaut iful half- Arab or half- SolT'a.li gins 

who a r e a s handy wi t h t boi r knive s as wit h t hei r ki sse s . At least, so the 

traders in popul ar f iction t el l us . It i a bec6.use t e l e6end has 6rown so 

. ower fully t hat the ci tizens of Bute 'Town obj ect v ?ry stron.;ly to t h13i1· area 

being called Ti ger Bay. Thoy Yant no part of the doubtful frune which goes 

with t be name and ~hich they don' t deserve . 

I certainly f ound no wild life and vice . Anrl t hough some of t he 

gi r l s wer e as beaut i ful as l egend t ell s , they were t oo prim and correct to be, 

or want to be, handy 'th ei t her knives or ki sses. I was rather l et- down to 

di scover thor e was nothing t o the Tiger Bey legend. 

Inst aad, I found t he oldest , t he most rel axed und t he most i nte5 ratad 

colourt.1d community i n the United Unedom. B eek, brown and white lived at 
and 

peace as a matt er of course ; / they of t ~n l ived in the same house as husband and 

wife without anybody seeing anything noticeab e about i t . An ! t ho coloured men 

and women and youngs t ers and small chil en on the str eet s ver e ut t erly free 
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of that hint of def ensive al ertness whi ch i s such a common thing among very 

noticeabl e minorities. The~e was a sense of assurance t hat st emmed f r om a 

sense of belonging . These peopl e wer e not I outsi ders' , hb.d not been I outsi ders ' 

for t he best part of' f or ty yea.rs . But e Town, Cardiff , 'ales was home to t hem 

as no other pl ace on earth could be . 'l'heir r oots had sunk deep. 

Thi s came out V"3ry clear l y wheb I t alked t o a pr e tty young medi cal 

student. She wanted t o go to Kenya when she fini shed her studi e s . l asked 

why, was it because she want ed t o serve ' her peopl e ' ? No. The Africans weren ' t 

-her peopl e any mor e t han t he West Indians wer e . She was Yelsh; the peopl e of 

ial es were her peopl e . She vant ed to go ~o ~enya simpl y because t hing s seemed 

t o be in such a mess t her e and she wanted t o hel p, like many otner Wel sh peopl e . 

And t hi s was confi rmed by old Uncle $i"1( Beno (wno came from Si erra 

Leone a very long time ago) who runs t he Ebony Caf e whe1•e you can -get t he best 

chicken curry and rice in 8ardiff . It was hard, Uncle Beno said, t o get 1 our 

childr en ' to show an int er est i n Africa and her pr obl.ems . Hot sur pri si ng , I 

t hought : Africa~ and t he Wes t I ndi es were only names t o t hese young people . And 

t he pr essures of l i fe wer e not har sh enough t o force t hem into seeki ng escape 

by i dentifyi ng t hemsel ve s ,rith t hose faraway places . 

The But e Town Co!lllllunit.y came i nto bei ng during and aft er t he Fi r st 
W,AR 

World/ when Br itain used coloured sea.men t o help sol ve ~he manpo~er pr obl em. Aft er 

t hat war many settl ed and f onned small communit i es in Cardiff and Liver pool. They 

married local women and r aised f amilies anrl became, as in But e To~n, i nte~r at ed 

communities. In 1919 there wer e r ace riots in Cardif f and Liver pool. '!'he older 

folk of But e Town still r emember t hese as 1 The hlots '. Things had never been 

as b&.d as during ' The ots •. But t hey ' d had a har d t i me during t he ean days 
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of mass unemployment in t ho 1930s whon both workers and gover nr.ient offici als 

begrudged t hem t he t~f dole, and too many ships l ay i dle for them t o be able 

t o go to sea . But t.hey had survived it all and t he community hnd grm.m strorig 

and resilient under st rain. 

Now, as many of the young men #,f./-,p'r¢.,l/1 find work i n and ar ound 

Cardiff as go down t t he sen i n ships . But the call of t he sea i s strong i n 

many - &a strong l)S the pull of tradition. And t here are f amilies in which 

t hr ee or four gener ations of men have gone do\ffl t o the sea i n ships. Those who 

stay on Land occasionall y r un up aeains t prejudice . The.1·e are still pl aces of 

enter t ainment that excl ude t hem. A young Cardiff- born lad told me this 

dispassionat oly: told mo of a club, and of cer tai n pl aces in t he valleys . 

The community has grown and spr ead. Some peopl e have been moved i nto 

new homes by t he local council. Some of the gi r l s have married coloured American 

&ol di er s and o.irmon and gone to t h~ United St at es. 

Last Apd l a f ormer member of t he Cacdi f f City Council declared that 

"Half t he houses in Bute To"1!1 are slums" , and set off a livel y controversy. 

All this had started becau se Eric Louw, Sout h Afr i ca ' e Minist er of Ext ernal 

Affairs , had r eacted t o t be Huddlest on book wi t h a bi t t 9r att ack ur~i ng Father 

Huddlest on to invest i gs.te t he condi t ions of coloured f olk in Cardi .ff . Well , I 

have now done it. d her e, for }tr . Lauw' s information, i s what I found . There 

certainly are houses whi ch can be described as ~t#i approaching slum conditions -

but by Engli sh/ standards. Compared t o South Africa ' s bl ack slums Bute Town 

i s almost a model place in spite of' somo of its overcr o,.ding and the f act t hat 

there are some houses wi thout bat hrooms . As St ewart Caines, t he coloured warden 

of the But e Town Community Centr e put i t: u1r you call But e Town a slum area, 

t hen Sophiat own, Johannesburg i s a shanty-town - and there i s no shanty- town in 

Brit ain.. 
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i.nd the re is~ t went y- year housi ng d~velopment pl an in hand for Bute1 Town and 

no- one i s questi oning t he right of the co:!.oUl·ed citizens of Bute Town, Cardiff 

or ile.les to live ,mer e t hey choose . S0 come of f it, Hr . Louw; como of f i t1 

Int o this old and integ r at ed \1el sh col ou r ed community h&.s move d, over 

t he past f ew years , somet h i ng like 500 Vest l n~i an mi grant s . The ma j or ity of 

t hem ar e f ound in Cardi f f and Swansen. I met some of them in t ho str .. iet.s and 

home s and lodgi ng house s of Bute Town. 

Tller e ,:as a subtle, almost • p1?rcoptibl e di f.f~r enco bat ween there and 

. t he ol d r osi dent s . It was t he di fference bet \leen a man w;10 kne.,• hi s way a.bout 

a pl c.oe so w~ll t h,1t t,hnr e was no need t o t hink about i t a nrl one ,,ho had to 

look out for ni gnpo '3t s all the time . But even so, havirig the ol der community 

ther e mado t he3 more r el axed t han I h~d seen t hem i n many ot hor pl ac~s . The 

ol der community act ed an cushi on, gavo t hen confidence . 

I met a t all, l ean and vary bla ck man who was a. bundl e at en13rgy . tie 

was f1·om rlur bados and he ' d done vecy vei:~ i ndeed. In some,:,h i ne just ove1.· t 'lelve 

months he ' s made such stri de s t ha t he ' d been able t o get his own houne a nd s end 

for his • f e and g r own- up dau.sht er . As we stood t alking on the pavement of 

te Street t he gi r l s t ood a litt l e · s t ~nce away. She was t entative and unsure . 

She had ooen in the country l e s s t han a week and it was all so s t range and new, 

so differeut from sunny Barbados which they cal l ' Li t tle Engl and '. But papa wa s 

confident, knew his ,ray a.bout, had a good job, and was a man in a hurry. He would 

show her t h~ r opos . 

The t wo l eading mombers of t he older co!lllllu.nity who were 'IJi,:;h me wel:"e 

tolerant l y amused at t he Bar badian1 a rat her self-import ant sense of achievement 

s.nd succei-;s . 

In another pl a ce I t al ked to a wcma.n of really strong per sonal.i ty; f 1·ee 
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i n her movement s, relaxed and open as t he sunny l and f rom whi ch she came . She, 

her husband and t heir t eenage soon had been her e a f ew years . The husband 

worked away from home and only vi sited t hem periodically. She had tried t o get 

t he boy apprenticed so t hat he could l earn a trade . The f i rm t o which t he boy 

had gone had told him t hey could not t ake him on unless he d a complet e kit 

of tools . To get t he t ool s woul d put them back somet hing l ike £30. She had s nt 

t he boy back t o expl ·n they could not aff or d t o l ay out £SO j ust like t hat . 

Couldn' t he get j ust t he tools he would be needing t o start and get "Lhe r est 

as he needed t hem and went along and ear ned? But somewhere along the l i ne , 

unknown to his mother , t he boy had got i deas about t he army - or was i t the 

navy. Anyway, one day an official l et t er had come and t ho \/hol e t hing had 

come out int o t he open. 

I asked whet her t he boy had goM int o t he army. No. That 'l<'as wher e 

t he mat t er r est ed at t he moment. It had all happened very r ecent l y . She was 

going to wai t and see what he did . But I felt her r epr essed anger with t he boy . 

en I told her I had been in her sunlit Barbados l ast year h~r eyes 

mi s t ed over . She was t erri bly homesi ck . Life had been allright her e . She had 

nothing to compl a.iln about except t he doctor who couldn't find out wilat hurt her 

back so. t oh •• • . She looked at t he bleak ski e s outsi de t he , indow: 

"I f I could get up and \.lalk t hr ough this wall and walk home •.•• 11 She 

shook her head and changed t he subj ect bri skly. 

In t he evening s t he citizens of But e Tomi gener ally foregat her at t he 

Community Centr e which i s under the joi nt management of t he local 6onnnunit y 

Associ at ion und t he Cardiff Corporati on . The Centr e has been i n existence for 

over t en year s no-w and cater s f or all t he many- si ded interest s of an int e0 rat.ed 
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communi ty - from ~a:t1es and do.ncing anu t elevi&ion shows for the yom.igs t er s , 

t o photography elubs and serious discussions for tho oldster s . It at.ruck me . 

t hat the new mi gr ants di d not yet use tho centro as much os t he ol der citi zens . 

But this, I fel t , was si:nply o ma tter of time. For t he coloured community 

of Cardi f f ' s Bute Town are not hostile to t ho newcomers as .1r·e l a.r~e sections 

of Liverpool' s ol<l coloured community. The· citizens of But e To~n arc anxious 

t o hel p, and hel p graatly. But p~rhaps t heir greatest hel p to th~ newcomers 

i s t llei r very presence as an alreudy i nte~rat ed coloured conn."luni ty . 

And t hert) i s pride in ever-:1 str eet of t e Town t m.:t t hey ha ,re g i ven 

Brit.u.n her new heavywei ght boxing ,Mi~th{ i~ chronpion in Joe Zr ski ne . 
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Peter Abrahams 

WF!ST AF TCAN BOOKSc":LF 

The three books I am r eviewing t o y map out a pattern t hat 

i nt er ests me very much i n t he liter ature t hat deals '"'ith "What i s commonly 

call ed r a ce r al a t.ions. So, i nsteo.d of just 6 i ving you an outline o,: t.he 

story of ea ch book and t hen commenting on it, I propose to discuss these 

books a s pa.rt of /../"1/..f,f,,f/ i t he broader petter n of Yhat we might cull th,3 

r acial novel or t 10 novel deuling with rnce r el ations . 

I will begi n wit h a b.l'ief !JlU:li!lN s,ce tch of e1,.ch of the aut nors 

baca.use t heir ba e!rgr ounds a.re more i m;,ortant i u this ~:ind of nov~l t-. en in 

c ost others . 71:r•st t bora i s 't,jrc ,3003 ... a ckay mth w.1one voice ""O' t, of you 

ar e f al'llilia.r as she broadcasts r eel,llarly t o ·ant Africa . 1fr s . Mackay i s 

an .':11(:,lish ·.,om&n who hc1s been on t he s t age, who has bean a t aacher , an 

a.rt i st 1 s mo:.lel and a daily h~lp - which eeans t hat she us been t ue e 1uivelent 

of a hou eomaid . She has u.loo "truv~lled widely. Her husband ,ran i n tha colonial 

ser vi ce and ohc tro.volled wi.<lely \, . .Lth hi m: to South, Central and ~ast .Africa, 

a s well s spendi ng eight years i n ~i ger i s wher e she ran a r adio stati on a t 

Ibadan . 

Hext, ue have A. S. Mopeli- Paulu s , who i s a descenda.m, of t_w.t very 
African 

gr eat ~# , 'foshesh who founded £..nd f ather ed t he Bo.sut o neti on in Souther n 

Af rica . tfopeli-Paulu s mi.s born in '3a.sutoland ,mi wont to s chool i n the Union 

of South Afr i ca . ,fo s tuJ i ed ::nodici.ne t hough ho never quali fied, but he is a 

quali fied art teacher. He i s a member of the present Huli ng House of Basutol and 

but lives in Johnnnesburg an<l works· as a c erk t o a. f irm of lawyers. lie t oo 

did some t r avelling, especiall y during the war when he was in t he South African 

armed f orces. 

UWI L
IBRARIES



I 

' .. 2 

And f inall y t here i s ~d0 ar Mittelhol zer , a West I ndi an. He was born 

in Br i t i sh Guie.na i n a pl a ce call ed New .Amster dam . As wit h many 'vest Indians, 

i t i s ha.rd t o gi ve Mittel hol zer any raci al clasi f i cation other than ' est Indian; 

UH~ i nt ermar r i age bet ween black and bi~own and white and yellow has gone on 

for so l ong . But t t el holze1·• s bio6r a.~:,hicl!.l note says that an ancestor 

·gr a t ed f r om Swit zerland to Briti sh Guiana i n the eighteenth century. But 

t hat ., of course, is only one p,J.r t of it. . le .:1r e not told about the othor . 

' t t el hol ~er moved from hi s nomel nnd to the i sl and of Trinidad, off the Lati n 

An,a·d ca.n mainland. Later he came t o Brita.in, worked .for tha British Council, 

then he went back to tho Wast InJios and l.lved in Ba~·b'.'1.dO!l for a spdl . He 

has now ver y r ece nt l y r a t urned t o Br itain to l ive . 

So much for t he authors ., anJ I h,~ve t alked a.bout tnem at some length. 

I hope you will soe the r eason fol' t · s soon. Nov f or a briof -wor d about t heir 

books. Shining Tr oubl e i s Mr s . ~'11okay t s second novel. In 1955 she publiehed 

her first , a novel cal led Bl ck Ar,~osy \thieh told the story of some Mgerinn 

students i n London . Her ne\1 novel i s set in Centr al ~fr ica whore t.'lo discovery 

or gol d set s of f t he r acial troubles that are t he central core of this ki nd of 

novel. And she doe s .it all v,3ry well . Certainly,. it is an improvement on her 

first novel. 

Turn f o t he a~r k by Mopel i-Paulus i s also a second novel , and l i ke 

his f i r st i t i s set i n t r i bal Basutoland. The t heme t oo, i s basically t he 

same as t hat of his fir s t novel, Bl anket Boy ' s Moon which was published i n 

1955. As in his first novel , so in his second you have a youth growing awe.y 

from his t r i be and t ribali sm and comi ng t o gr i ef because of the confl ict 

be t ween the old t r i ba.l ways and t he newer ways of white folk and the cities 
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and Christ i anit y . And again as in the f i rst one, so in this one the whole 

story hangs on t he committi ng of a ritual murder in whi ch the hero i s i nvolved 

almost against his will. True, i n this novel t he hero s,-,ends on three years 

in prison whereas i n th~ first novel he was execut ed. And true, the characters 

e.nd settings are different . But it i s basic ly the sar:c story the sctme aut hor 

t ol d so r.iuch mor e succossfully i n hi s f i rst novel t hat I wns frankly 

dis~ppointad by Turn To The Dark . And L~siba, t he hero, i s a di.111 shadow of 

a t'igia-e i nst ead of bai r,g a. person., The t • ng the gave his first noV1311 

Bl anket Boy ' s Moon, i ts compel litig po-wer was t he f act that Yonare, the her o, 

wns .,. r eal paroon of fle::ih ~.o.d bloo1 i n ){;.om one bel:l..r1vad completely. 

\'h~n we turn to i t t alhol zer •s Of Tr ees And T~e Sea we t-Ltrn to an ol d 

hand ot t ho gnmo. This i r.; the ninet h of bi., novols Clat I kr1ow c:f . :For all I 

knov t here ml:i3' be mor e ; certainly t here are no l eus. And ono sees this immediately 

i n the eXPsrt ski ll vi.th ,;hich he handl es hi s r1at.erie.11 and the subtle power 

d. t h vhich h9 makes .bis p9c-pl e co e alive . But my c..m. .favcuri te Mj_ ttelholzer 

i s still one of hi s v3ry ear l i est books, delightful~ shor t nov~l called 

" orning At The Office whi ch app..-ls.red shortly aft '3l' the end of tho "ar . In that 

book he gai l y and delightfull y e osed the shade pr ejudi ces and cl ~ss snobberies 

of t'l&ny \lest Indi ans . And u1 ttelhol zer at hi:; best can be really glori ous. 

But he i s both a prol i f ic and unev~n wr iter and he cun be very poor a t times. 

I n t hi s novel I think ll~ .f1:1.ll s rJ.idway be tween t he two ext1·emes . Th1::1r e 

ar e some very good and very funny t hings in i t , but there ar e also some very 

bad pat ches . The s t ory i s t hat o_f a young English couple, newly married, called 

\fort. Roger ~'or t and hi s -wif e Pat ricia ar e r e cent ar rivals i n Barbados where 

noge1· has a civil service job to do with beach control . I n the course of time 
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t he forts meet and get t o know a m.unber of int er est i ng old resiJents on the 

i sl and. There ar e whi t e peopl e, colour ed peopl e and bli ck peopl e . An t s 

gives ~i t t el hol zer an opportunity to weave f or our del i ght n f ant«st i c t e 

buil t around r ~co- r el at i ons, sex- r e ct ions (which are ahays i mpor tant J.n 

race r elations ) , an1 the social and class snobberies of t he i sl ~nd - 'Witn li 

de.sh of magi c t own i n f or good measure . It i :J all fanta3ti c ~lnd f ar cical and 

done wi t h g r ee t skill. But I sometime s f ound t he h1.rn:.our r at her heavy- handed 

nnd I t hink Yitt el holzer ocassi onally t r i ed too har d to 1rri t e beuut. fully . 

t i f you can afford only one of these t !iree book A -'l.D..d asked me t.o rnake a 

choice , I would choose 'i t t elholzer ' :') or •rr :30s tmd Thn Sea, 

. . d t ho reason f or t his choice is ti3d up ,d. t h t l19 i dea I su.;gested 

at t he begi nning of t his t c.lk: t :1 ... t. of ;mtting t hese t hree book s i nto the 

broader pat t ern of r ace r elations novryl s . 

Ncn. i t i s t rue t hat r ace r 13l at i ons i s prob,'lbly th~ most impoi·ta.nt 

probl ~m f 'lci ~ our time . Put I (lo not t hi nk t hat i a a good enough excuse for 

1m blisbing s cores of: r a t her i ndi ffer ent noYcl :; on t h, .. mibj e ct . And I am afraid 

scor e s of i ndi f f erent novel s a.r~ being publ i '3lled on t.h"' ,ubj ~ct. 1-Iorld i nte r e s t 

in t he subj ect t =md almost t o t e,;:pt p~o?l e of i nd· f far i?nt ability i nto c:iurning 

out t he s tuff . And, both ns a r eader nnd a wr i t er, I run, f rankly, ;.co r1"' t n(4n 

a. littl e tired of it ::.-.11. I run tir ed of readi rl.5 bad novel s simnl ybecnuse t ney 

deal wit h r ad al subj acts . A.nd i t sel'lms t o me t hat t he funct i on of the novel 

as a t form i s bei ng perverted by t hi s ki nd of wri t i ng . Bss<intiall,r and at 

its best t he novel i s concerned wit h peopl e, .. ith t he conflicts within t hem­

selves as uell as with t hei r conflicts ,r.it h ot her peopl e . The serious novel 

should hel p us to a deeper under st andi ng of man as he i s confr ont ed by all 

t he confusi ng si tuat ions of l i f e today. And the good serious novel , it seems 
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t o me, should be able t o t alce his l ocal t heme, be i t colour or sex, and i nvost 

i t wit h such a:st as to make i t new and f resh and of univ~r sal application. 

Unfortunatel y tho wri ters of the r aci al novel have things t oo easily and so 

t hey give us ficti onali sed semons instead of gemrlne art . 

In a sense i t i s unfair to t alk like t hi s about t he three books under 

r eview because each i s a ser ious ~ttempt at l i ter ature . Think of t hree other 

books on the r acial t heme . Thiri_lc, if you like, of so~e of m:, orn novels . And 

then aRk your r,elf what would be l eft of tha book if you took out of i t the 

r ace- colour si t uation . You ' d be surpr ised at ho11 often t ne answer woul d be : 

very little inr ee1. Ce:rt,fi inlYt i f you t ake t he r ace- colour situation out of 

S»i ning Traub~ th9r e woulcl bo v-.ry little el se l eft . And i f you took i t out 

of Turn To The Da1·k you "ould hav~ a deal of t ribal cu:::;tom but very litt l e 

meaning i n t emo of peopl e as people . It i s only m. t h tha }!i ttalholzer book 

t hat I felt t her e would st i l l be a book l eft even aft er you have t aken 0ut 

all th~ r ac':3- colour stuff . Because fi;:-st, and this mekes h.1.m th9 nov,•l i st lle 

i s ,, 'ittelhol zer j s i nterested in peopl e ; c .. nd only filter that i s h'.) iuterested 

in .rhAt her t hey belong to a t r i bo nnd Hhnt colour they a.r~ and Hhat situat i on 

t,hey find t homsel vc s i n. 1 !i th him peopl e come first . Wi th t h~ other s the 

situat i on comes f i rst, and i s uhat I thlrJ.c i '3 so vor j" v.ronc: with the race­

colovr novel t oday. 

Of course , we are al l creatures of ci r cumstances, to an extent -we are 

ire.de by our backgr ound, our upbringi ng and our i nheritance . That i s ,,by I ha.ve 

sketched t he backgrounds of our t hree authors t oday. But all the peopl e who 

produced great ar t i n the past had backgr oun~s and circUlllstances t o cope with. 

It i s, I am sure, t he approach t hat i s wrong . I n Ot hell6 Shakespear e wrote 

about a r ace- colour situat ion. But because t he man, Ot hello, was bi gger than 

t he t heme, col our, he f ashioned i t i nt o a work of gr eat ar t. He di d t he same 
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with anti- semitism and the J ew Shyl ock. 

By al l means l et us deal with t he pr obl ems or i ssues t hl\t i nterest us 

most. But l ot u s also always r-emeinber that t he novel, by its very nature, 

deals 'th peopl e . . And before we can become emotion.ally and i ntellectually 

i nvolved i n eny situat ion, ;.•e must first bo involved m.th the oeool e in 

t hat situat i on. Good novel s ar o about peopl e ..• •.. I hope the writers of 

#J'rica wil l see t his and t hat my three aut hors will f orgive mo for using them 

to read what seems t o me a most illlport ant lesson. 
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Dr. Catherine Woebet 
P,CJ, Box 20091 
NOORDBRUG 
2522 
South Africa 

Dear Professor Woeber 

Coyaba 
P.O. Box 20 
Red Hi11s 
St,Andrew 
Jamaica 

This is to thank you for your letter of July 27th (I assume you have by now receh·ed your 
doctorate hence my fonnal and congratulatory style of addressing you; so much better, I th.ink, 
than the safe and guarded 'Ms'). 

I received from the in-house editor of the American Dictionary ofL1terary Bwgraphy, 
in December of last year, a copy of the master proofs of your contribution and found it 
interesting. I wrote Mr. Jan Peter F. van Rosevelt about one correction and told him my last 
work was in preparation for publication. He wrote back asking me if he could infonn you 
about the new work and I replied ·yes'; so I assumed you would be aware of 171e ( ·oyaba 
Chromcles which should be published simultaneously here and in Johannesburg within the 
next ten days. An American edition is planned for next Spring. European pubhsbers seem. 
understandably tu me, ambivalent about this book. You may understand why\\ hen you read 
it. The South Afncan ~dition is published by David Philip 

As for your questions, I hope you find at least some of the answers you seek in The 
Coyaba Chrome/es. Beyond that I have very strong and deep resef\ ations about explaining 
my writing. It should stand or fall on its own. What I do hope, and Isa} il m the Chromcles 
is that the need for my kind of writing is coming to a close. I see glimpses of the shape of 
tomorrow·s writing from those who succeed the black vmters of this century. I hope for a 
much freer, more open, more challenging literature - beyond rac:t:, colour, ethnic and tribal 
and regional difference - which \\Ould question and try to redefine Lhe relations between 
man and man, man and woman. mothers fathers and children; and all of these as they affect 
and are affected by nature's scheme of things: and I hope for all this from a uniquely non­
Westem, non-European perspective. What a tall order" I hope it will come about. But I am 
too old to even think of starting the process. Someone else, someone young and full of the 
passion and emotional and intellectual vigou1 and energy we had when those of our 
generation were in our late teens and early h-\enticS. The big difference, the h'feat advantage. 
would be that they \\ould start \\here \\e left off Thi" is part of the process, the continuum 
\\C must mamtain if life is to ha"e any \\Orth\\hile meaning in tomorrm,\ ·s \Vorld. But it is 
they, not we. who w11l decide the terms of engagement. 

Rest regards from both of us 

• 
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stream. I was put in charge of publicity. Nkrumah, recently arrived from the 

United States, and burning with impatience, set up a West African Secretariat. 

When things moved too slowly for him, he went off on his own for a time. 

Azikiwe visited from Nigeria; Wallace Johnson came in from Sierra Leone. A 

very young Julius Nyrere from what was then Tanganiyka came; so did Tom 

Mboya from Kenya. Then the great man, W.E.B. DuBois himself: descended on 

us. And in 1945, in the city of Manchester, he opened the Fifth Pan-African 

Congress. Nominally, the Mayor of Manchester did it; but that was simply a 

doffmg our hats to the host city. The real opening was DuBois' and we all knew 

we were in the presence of great moment in black history. 

DuBois had been there since the beginning of the Pan=African idea he 

was there in 1919, the year I was born, for the first Pan-African Congress. He 

was there for the second Pan-African Congress in 1921; for the third in 1923, 

and for the fourth in 1927. Those had all been Congresses called by individuals 

representing the hope and ideals of individuals. The African people bad not 

yet found their voice. These individuals were the forerunners, like John the 

Baptist, for our Fifth Pan-African Congress with its delegates and 

representatives from all over Africa and the African Diaspora. The Fifth Pan­

African Congress was the first truly representative one. W.E.B. Dubois, 

standing on that platform in the Manchester City Hall and tracing the long and 

difficult journey of the mind and spirit by which we had come to this point was 

one of the most moving moments of my adult life. And if it was of such 

importance to me, what must it have been for DuBois? What were his feelings 

that night? Had he thought this day would ever come when he \Vould be 

speaking to a group of Pan-African delegates from all the regions of Africa? 

That he would live to see the dream handed over from a small group of 
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