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NO LONGER OUTCASTS
BUT STILL...

came they worked in the
Slanghtery next to the ralway
station where pieces of iron
were handy it doesn’t follow
that the best thing for keeping
shythm in sieelband is “iron.”
Indeed ower theyears we
have had to supplement “ison”
with drums, scraichers and
lately with cowbells and even
bongo drums vin: some bands.
Clearly “iron”™ is inadequate.

PROBLEM

But it takes a special kind of
cuiodity to invent.. Simply to
amplify steelband was for me
a problem. When amplifiers
aze built abroad, they certainly
are not built with steelbands
in mind. So it is not 2 simple
matter of plugging in.

I spemt years experimenting
with different kinds of micro-
phones, before settling for con-
tact mikes which enabled me
without

picking vp rattlings caused by
the vibrating of the metal.

And when it came to the
Bertfi still an @ ph
instrument, | had to experi-
ment with all kinds of things
before reaching where I have
today. I had to find out what
kind of springs to use and
after finally optingfor the
tautness of springs used in
body-building strands I had to
keep shifting them to gt the
best effect.

BULK

And my work costinwes. |
have not yet achieved the
totally controlled - sound and
the instrument remains bulky.
Ideally, 1 suppose the thing
to do would be to keep it in
cold storage and then spring
it on the public when it is
complete.

But I have spemt more than
$5000 on the Bertfoneal
ready and to get the further
funds needed 1 have tc pro-
ject what 1 have been doing
through the band. Or to put
it another way —to develop the
‘Bertfone’ 1 have to project
it undeveloped as it is.

Why worry? people ask me.
And some seem to think that
all this inventing on my part is
a kind of personal quirk that
has no bearing on the needs
of the steelband world.

DIFFICULTIES

But those who clamour that
there should be no changes
forget that changes are being
forced on steelband. In the
40's it was all right tohave a
few men beating pans strung
around their neck. but coming
into the 50's steelbands be-
came larger, so large that
today the very size presents
all sorts of difficulties.

CHAPTER 9

Unless the society changes
drastically, steelbands will have
to eam money to sarvive. No-
body, not even the most radi-
cal . politician has proposed a
society where every steeiband
will be paid by the govern-
ment—so sieeiband will have 1o
earn their keep iz the nonmal
way—by beating for entertain-
ment.

Because of the size of the
average band this has been
limited to appearzrces on stage
and in large public fetes.
Surely we should be think
of smaller steeibands of say 10
to 12 men which could per-
form at small house parties,
weddings, christenings at an
economical fee and occupying
a much smalier flcor area than
is the case at present.

To argue that amplification

is an invention of the outside
world and therefore should
not be applied 10 pan is to me
a kind of old-fashioned non-
sense. Electzonics is part of the
twentieth century i the same
way that the motor<ar is. b
the argoment, therefore, that
we should shandon motor-
cars?

T prefer to look at the scene
somewhat dfferently and to

fiers to meei the needs of the
steelband here. What 1 cannot
understands is why our univer-
sity engineers cannol come up
with an inter<onnected set of
amplifiers that would amplify
not simply the tenorsbut

bass, cellos, double-guitars and
the rest.

CONSERVATIVE

The answer may well be that
engineers bere are as conserva-
tive about pan as everybody
else. Sometimes | wonder
whether this conservatism is
not simply an attitude that
says ‘steelband has reached as
far asit can, steeibandsmen

And about this I will have
a iot to sy in my next and
concluding article. True, in a
sense we me no longer owt-
casts but there s still a kind
of discrimination that seeks to
set limits on what we can do
in the country.




