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History

Giving rise to pan

The Carnival Institute
is researching and pro-
ducing pamphlets on
Carnival history. The
first of these
distributed at a
breakfast meeting of the
Institute and the
National Carnival
Commission last week,
deals with an early
Carnival patron
Ignacio Jose Bodu.

ROM THE late 1880s,
the street Carnival in
Trinidad was dominat-
ed by bands that

engaged in stick fighting.
When, in 1881, the police
attempted to stop the proces-
sion of bands, they united

against the police, giving rise
to the Canboulay Riots. The
commissioner, RCG Hamilton,
who investigated the causes
and circumstances of the riot
reported:

“...since -1868 certain bands
of ruffians have come into
existence, who take advantage
of the Carnival to muster in
force to fight with each other,
and to carry riot and disorder
throughout the town.

“These bands, which are
composed of persons of the
lowest character, many of
them immigrants from other
islands, appear to exist for no
other purpose than fighting
each other, and of creating riot
and disorder.” (Fair Play and
Evening News, November 16,
1881,p. 1)

The genesis of these bands
dates well before 1868 and,
while they were constituted as
fighting bands, their activities
were far more organised and
elaborate than Hamilton

made them out to be.

These were the kalinda
bands whose organisation,
order, procession and person-
nel contained the blueprint for
the carnival, steelbands and
the calypso of the 20th centu-
ry. There was the Pierrot (the
king of the band), the
chantwell (the calypsonian),
the chorus, the drummer and
other percussion musicians,
each occupying a particular
position that was organised by
leading figures in the barrack
yards of Port of Spain.

These bands were anathe-
ma to the ruling British elite
and in the years before the
riots, there were several
Orders in Council aimed at
curbing their activities. For
others, the bands were part of
a tradition that they appreci-
ated and encouraged.

One such person was Jose
Bodu.

Papa Bodu, as he was affec-
tionately called, was a mer-
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