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I. INTRODUCTION 

This survey was undertaken as part of the requirements 

for the Diploma of Tropical Agriculture examination, at the 

Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture, in the academic year 

1955/56. The team responsible for the survey consisted of 

four post-graduate Colonial Office Probationers, B. Buckler, 

M.J. Purber, H.E.G. Morgan, and R.F.A. Murfitt. 

As Dr. Jolly has mentioned in his "Supervisor^ Note" 

the main objective of the survey was that of improving the 

results of the Land Utilisation Survey carried out by five 

students at the College in the previous year. 

A second important object of the survey was to 

provide a team of novices with experience of the theory, plan­

ning, and execution of a sample survey. Certain restrictions, 

inevitable in a student project were placed on the time, money, 

and materials allowed to the team. Restrictions as to time 

were mainly necessary owing to the other commitments of the 

team, but having to carry out the field work in the Christmas 

Vacation was unfortunate. Obviously the best time for any 

survey work in the area chosen is later on in the season when 

much of the cane has been cut. Restrictions on expense had 

the effect of excluding the use of elaborate techniques requiring 

the employment of labour, and restrictions on equipment confined 

the team to the use of the prismatic compass as the main sur­

veying instrument. 

It was not found practicable always to provide each 

member of the team with a separate section of the work as was 

done in last year's survey. Certain sections were however the 

nominal responsibility of one person, but free discussion and 

cooperation prevailed in all stages of the survey. 

It should at the outset be stated that owing to the 

late discovery of an error in the theory upon which the survey 

was based many of the arguments for the methods employed are no 



longer valid. Though now of little value the arguments will 

still be presented in order to illustrate the logical approach 

to planning a sample survey. Attention will be drawn to the 

errors as they occur. 

Before entering into a description of the survey 

proper it mey be appropriate to give a general account of the 

theory of sampling. 


