STEXLBAND YOR T'DAD

PANMEN must do away with
individualism and w oT k
together to safeguard the
future of the steelband as
a creation from Trinidad

their methods so that w e
can get one basic set of
instruments. But if we don’t
do it, we will get licksfrom
outside.’’

/" and Tobago, r

This urgent message has
been sent out by Laventille
pantuner Bertie Marshall
who is currently employed
at the University of the West
Indie s ina government
sponsored project which it
. ishoped will leadto the
eventual production of steel-
pans by automation,
Marshall, whose name
", is synonymous w i th‘‘ex~
~ periment’’ said thatanother
* innovator, Tony Williamsat
St. James is also involved
. in the Cariri project.
, The two were prominently
. featured in an educational
film three year ago, which
w a 8§ carried on approxi-
two hundred tele-
vldﬂ stations inthe United
States, ,

Uhlque style

\ Commenting on a new re-
- p or tfrom Britain which
stated that steelpans may

/ soon be mass-produced,
there, Marshall said: We
have to blame ourselves

‘“The best pantuners in

. the world are still based

in Trinidad and Tobago.

“What has kept a stan-
dardised pan from being
; formulated is the reluc-
hnco of tuners to give
" up theirown unique style
. for one which will utilise
only certain features from
uw »

. He said “‘Steelbandsmen
in Trinidad and Tobage
know that there is needfor
a standardis.d pan,

“Kimloy Wong, w h o
might be considered a
pioneer at utilisingth e |

~ steelband for educational

© programmes called for jt
long ago, and many other
pan enthusiasts a nd musi-
cians have done so since.

“We have had mecting
after meeting on the
subject, but no one seems

~fo want to sacrifice any of /

Marshall warned: ‘“When
this happens, allwe can
hope is to follow them and
work to produce a set
of pans which will be

simpler to play and with
a more perfect pitch,

Marshall explained that
the current method of tun-
ing pans  took approxi-
mately s i x hours to sink
and groove the pans, e ven
When the tuner was
experienced.
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“The expert cantune two
instruments a day. :

‘“if the experiments
which are beingdone at
Cariri are successful, it
might b e possible for us
to have tosinking and groov-
ing done by mechanisation,
and the delicate part-the

\
\

tuning done in the r~)-
traditional methods, = N

‘“This will also lead toa *
standardised pan, but it
looks as if we cannot af-
ford to waste time, or the
others will get off before
we do.”’ 5



