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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

General Aims:-
To

1. (i) develop an approach to women’s problems
from the perspectives of race, class and sex, specifi-
cally to show how the exploitative relationship
between men and women facilitates the continu-
ation, maintenance and reproduction of exploitative
capitalist relations, and how the capitalist system
benefits from this situation;

(i) develop an approach to the analysis of
relations between men and women in non-capitalist
and socialist societies;

2. develop the feminist movement in the entire Car-
ibbean region; and

3. promote the inter-relationship between research
and action.

Objectives:-
To

1. develop research priorities based on the needs
of the women’s movement in the region;

2. provide a supportive atmosphere for individual
feminists;

3. bring a feminist perspective to bear on the work
of existing progressive organisations and shatter the
myth that “feminism divides the struggle”;

4. provide a focal point for bringing together
feminist organisations in the entire region;

5. f{oster gregter communication and collaboration
on events and issues relevant to the feminist move-
ment;

6. develop a base of documentation on the
women’s movement in the Caribbean and issues.
relevant to it;

7. develop access to available sources of docu-
mentation which could be put at the service of
women'’s organisations and struggles in the region;
and

8.; promote a continuous analysis of language in
order to identify and correct the sexist assumptions
embedded in its structure which are detrimental to
women's expression and development at every
level.

CAFRA News is published quarterly by the Carib-
bean Association for Feminist Research and Action
(CAFRA), P.O. Bag 442, Tunapuna Post Office,
Tunapuna, Trinidad and Tobago.
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DITORIAL

First of all, apologies for the fact
that we’re late with this issue .
The reason is that the CAFRA

office is in the process of recov- Cafra General Meeting 2
ery from our first General Meet-
ing since the formation in April Sweep On 3
1985. Appended to the WAND .
10th Anniversary Celebrationsin Cafra Conversations
Barbados(see p. 28) the CAFRA Audre Lorde & Andaiye .
General Meeting (12-13 Novem- . .
ber) was both exhilarating and Catherine Ribas-Hermelo °
exhausting. It has loaded the )
CAFRA office with follow-up work, Nesha Haniff 11
but what an experience it was to
have so many members come Gladys do Rego 14
from all over the region, and fi- .
nally to meet so many of the Gloria Joseph 16
women with whom we’ve been .
corresponding overthe last three Marja Naarendorp 18
. years. All four language groups
were inevidence - members from Linda Edwards-Romain 20
~ Caribbean territories as far apart
" as Suriname and Belize , as well Palmira Rios 20
as some resident outside the '
region, were presentto have their Linda Carty 22
say. Important issues were
thrashed out and a 3-year pro- Reports from the Region 23
gramme (1989-1991) approved. ,
| So this issue.of CAFRA News : Meetings, Conferences,
. concentratesonthat meeting and Fellowships, etc. 25
some of the dynamic womenwho
attended it. Marylin Jones, a Statement on Grenada 26
freelance “journalist (and mem- .
ber) from Trinidad and Tobago Caribbean Encuentro 27
conducted the interviews, which
we think you'll agree provide a Conference Reports 28
fascinating picture of some of the
things happening in feminism in News, News, News 29
the region and among Caribbean .
. Carifem Update 30

Tina Johnson




The first General Meeting of the Car-
ibbean Association for Feminist Re-
seaich and Action was held at the
Caribbee Beach Hotel in Barbados
on November 12-13, 1988. The pur-
pose of the meeting was to evaluate
the work of CAFRA over the past
three years and to formulate new
priorities/directions, based on the
heeds of the women’s movement in
the region. The meeting was at-
tended by members representing
territories, of whom 17 had attended
CAFRA’s Inaugural Meeting, also at
the Caribbee Beach Hotel, in April
1985. Representatives of several of
the agencies from which CAFRA
receives funding were also present.

Foliowing on the heels of the Women
and Development Unit (WAND) 10th
Anniversary Consultation and Sym-
posium, the CAFRA General Meeting
started on a high note, despite the
stormy weather. Diane Haylock con-
ducted the warm-up session, which
succeeded in breaking the ice, break

Report to the General Meeting of |
CAFRA, The Caribbean Association for
Feminist Research& Action.

Nov. 1988, Barbados.

Designed by racey Johnson

5 &

.eliciting much

ing downbarriers
(women with red
pantiesunite!),

laughter (recall
Randy Rhoda
and Rotund
Roberta) and
making every-
body breathless.

Thefirstday of the
meeting was de-
voted to discus-
sion of the Report _prepared by th
CAFRA Secretariat (or CAFRAteriat,
as coined by Rhoda Reddock). This
document, an anthology of reports
really, contains inter alia the reports
of the Co-ordinator; five CAFRA proj-
ects (Women in Caribbean Agricul-
ture, Women’s History, the poetry
anthology, the Inter-American Legal
Services Association (ILSA) survey
and CAFRA News); the National Rep-
resentatives (Belize, Guyana, Ja-
maica, St. Vincent and the Grena-
dines, Trinidad and Tobago); and an-
nual financial reports for the period
1985-1987.

This was followed by a debate on
Associate Membership and presen-
tations of the status of the women’s
movement in the non-English-speak-
ing Caribbean. Presentations were
made by Yamila Azize (Puerto Rico),
Cathy Ribas-Hermelo (Cuba), Cecile
Celma (Martinique) and Gladys do
Rego (Curacao).

The agenda for the second day
seemed insurmountable to some, but
thanks to Joan French and a small
committee which met on the preced-
ing evening to pull out the main points

Jafra General Meeting

for discussion, agreement was
reached on several issues crucial to
the future development of CAFRA.
These included: CAFRA’s status as
an organisation or network; the role of
the National Representatives; mem-
bership dues; the problems of com-
munication; and priority research/
action areas for the next three years.
A summary of decisionstakenis given
below.

Cathy Shepherd

Summary of Meeting
Decisions

A full report of the CAFRA Meeting
will be sent to members early in the
new year. In the meantime, for the
benefit of those who were not pres-
ent, the following are some of the
decisions that were reached over the
two days:

1. CAFRA is a network with some
organisational structure(s), i.e. the
Secretariat, regional Co-ordinatorand
National Representatives.
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2. The Aims and Objectives of CAFRA
remain unchanged.

3. General Meetings are to be held
biennially.

4. National Representatives - have a
degree of flexibility in their operations |,
depending on the state of develop-
ment of the national women’s move-
ment and the national membership;

- act as liaison between membership
, members of the public and the
CAFRA Secretariat

-should be informed of new members
in their territories by the Secretariat,

but do not have the power of veto; and
- should hold national meetings.

5. The category of ‘Associate Mem-
ber’ is abolished. Full membership is
open to women living in the Carib-
bean and Caribbean women living
.outside the region who support
CAFRA’s Aims and
Objectives. How-
ever, only individu-
als (not organisa-
tions) can . join
CAFRA from the di-
aspora. Eachmem-
ber organisation
has one vote
(though all its mem-
bers can attend
meetings).

'6. New member-
shipdues (for 1989)
are 25 units in the
currency of residence
‘forindividual members; ¢
35 units for organisa-
tions. Additional con-

tributions are welcome. The money
should be sent to the CAFRA Secre-

Cecilia Bal

tariat. For those countries with for-
eign exchange transfer problems, bar- {
ter can be used as a last resort with
prior arrangement with the CAFRA
office.

7. The newsletter is one of ghe chief

mechanisms of communication and | |
“networking. As such, it should be | .
available in Spanish and French, with |
additional translation into other lan- |
guages (especially the creoles) atthe | s
national level wherever possible/ |

wanted. -

8. To help breakdown language
barriers - translation of CAFRANews,
focus on non-English speaking terri-
tories, use of graphics;
- use of professional interpreters at |
General Meetings, and reporting in
audio-visual form (e.g. videos, photo-
graphs, etc.);
- intra-regional exchanges, joint proj-
; ects across
language|
groups;
- individuals
should at-
tempt to leam
at least one § |
. other Carib-
i bean lan-
guage;
- ultimate con-
sideration of
signlanguage.

9. A provi-
sional three-
year pro-
gramme for
CAFRA was

ground meeting
: co-ordinator approved.
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In the following conversation, CAFRA
News brought together two dynamic
womenof the Caribbean, Audre Lorde
andAndaiye. Audre is ablack lesbian
feminist poet and author. Born in
New York of West Indian parents, she
is the mother of two children and a
cancer survivor. Her publications
include Between OQurselves, The
Black Unicorn, Stolen Outsider (a
collection of essays), The Cancer
Name and her latest book, A Burst of
Light. Andaiye is a veteran political
activist of Guyana. She is a leading
member of the Working Peoples’ Alli-
ance (WPA) and founding member of
the Red Thread women’s organisa-
tion (featured in CAFRA News Vol 2,
No. 2). Aformer school principal, she
has recently been working as a con-
sultant with WAND.

CAFRA News: Let’s talk about your
invoclvement in the women’s move-
ment.

Andaiye: W’s very recent. I've been
invoived in somethirg you could call
politics for a very long time. Butthere
was a point - which explains why |
changed my name - when the major
issue to me appeared to be race.
That was not in relation to race in
Guyana - me as black in relation to
Indo-Guyanese or Amerindian-Guya-
nese. It hadto do withthe recognition
that although | was born and raised in
fairly comfortable circumstances and
went to the ‘right’ schools, there was
still the problem of being black that |
think exists for all black people, re-
gardless of class, of the contempt
that contains, both for self and as
others receive you. Then for per-

afra Conversations
Audre Lorde and Andaiye

sonal, political reasons, | got fired. |
went away from Guyana and in the
process began to read Marx, and
there was recognition. | had never
really thought of class before, except
in general terms, so then much of my
political life was disciplined by the
understanding of class as a factor
behind things, but still with a commit-
ment to the question of race. But
there was still something missing. So
| began to scream around to individu-
als Iknew like Joan French and Kathy
Drayton, “allyou got this woman thing
and you don't invite me to nothing”,
and so on. There was a joke when
they were organising the U.W.I (Uni-
versity of the West Indies) Women in
Development Studies Programme
Seminar, two years ago, which was
for “de university intellectuals dem”
but they must have some activists.
Apparently when they came to the
activists, the whole room screamed,
“Oh God, we got to invite An-
daiye, she been begging
so long!” So | went, and
that's the beginning of
my participationinthe
women’s movement
and of my tussle now
to put together what

| consider to be the
relationship in the-
ory and in practice
and in feeling be-
tweenrace, class
and gender.

CAFRA
News: I'd
like to find
out more
about
your
change

of name to Andaiye.

Andaiye: The change of name came
inwhat canbe called the Black Power
period in the Caribbean. There were
a number of us in Guyana who
“hanged ournames, and itwas akind
of vomiting up of rage: get rid of it, get
rid of all those years.

Audre Lorde: How did you get it?
Naming is so important.

Andaiye: How did | find the name? A
couple of usdecided to have only one
name, and that was symbolic. |
changed my name to an African name.
| do not de-link myself from this
Guyana andthe otherlarge race group
in Guyana by doing this. Althoughit’s
not generally true that Indo-Guya-
nese have one name, old-time Indo-
Guyanese poor people are listed in
the records as one-name persons.
So | became a one name pei-

son. The other attraction
of one name was that |
don’t like labels and |
knew | would con-
fuse the whole worid
- they don’t know
whether to call me
“Miss Andaiye”,
“Mrs Andaiye”,
“Madame  An-
daiye”, or what.
They just have to
callme Andaiye, and
that attracted me.
So how | found it?
We had a book, it
was as simple as
that. The book
was like a little
dictionary, and
you looked down
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the English side until you found in
English what you wanted to say; then
you looked on the left side and if you
didn’t like how that sounded - cause it
had names from different parts of
Africa, from different languages of
Africa - you just sucked your teeth
and moved on. Andthen eventually |
found it. The book says it means,
“Daughter comes home”.

Audre: You know, the process of
naming is such an important one, the
process of reclaiming your name, your
identity. | was very interested. |
wanted to ask you that all day.

CAFRA News: Audre, what about
you and the women’s movement?

Audre: There are two things | want to
say. First of all, | know myself and
refer to myself as a black feminist and
that is important, because when | call
myself a black feminist | am saying
that | recognise that my powers as
well as my oppressions come from
my blackness and my womanness,
and that both of these are inseper-
" able and immutable parts of who | am
and therefore these powers and op-
pressions must be moved on jointly.
And | say this because black femi-
nism is not white feminism in a black
face. It is a genuine movement that
comesoutof the lives of black women,
wherever we are - women of the Afri-
can diaspora - and as such must be
identified in terms of particular prob-
lems wherever we are. Sometimes
our problems overlap with the prob-
lems of white women, and then we
can work together; sometimes they
are different. We must be able to
recognise that and define ourselves,
and this is very important, because

that whole process of self-definition
is, | feel, crucial to any empowerment
and this is what we are about, it is
what | am about.

CAFRA News: The
word ‘feminist’ is in-
corporated into the
name of the organ-
isation to which we
all belong - CAFRA -
yet in the Caribbean !
it’s a label that many
women don't like to
ascribe to them-
selves ...

Audre: And a bad
word!

CAFRA News: Do
you see yourself,
Andaiye, as a femi-
nist and if so what informs your femi-
nism?

Andaiye: Yes, but then | have to say
something else because | am still
uncomfortable, but | don’t think I'm
uncomfortable because of other
people’s responses. In a discussion
today, one of the otherwomen said to
me, “But feminismdoes link class and
gender”. Her political history had
been similarto mine - the Black Power
movement, marxism and feminism -
and we were talking about two things:
do you call yourself this long thing that
incorporates all of that? And whether
you run the risk of leaving behind the
first thing you were into. Once | was
into the question of racial oppression.
Do you drop that? Her position was,
“No” because for her feminism, and
the developing theories and practice
of feminism, makes possible the link

Andaiye

at the level of both theory and prac-
tice. | hear her, but | don’t know that
yet. So, whenever somebody asks
me if |am afeminist, |feellike saying,
“Yes, but | is also these other things”.

CAFRA News: What
you seem to be say-
ing, in a way, is that
perhaps it would be
useful if the Carib-
bean movement
could itself define
what feminism
means in the Carib-
bean context.

Andaiye: Yes, yes,
although | accept
thatpartof whatlam
leaming is that we
are not going to de-
fine out of a book,
and we’re not going to define before
we are ready. So that even the proc-
ess we are involved in is a process
that can ultimately help us define, but
we’re not going to start the otherway:
here is the definition, now stick to it.
And | think that’s good. It just leaves
people like me to grow old in a bit of
confusion, but | think that is the right
process.

CAFRA News: Audre, you were very
clear on how you defined yourself.
Was there a point in your develop-
ment when ...

Audre: Well, let me tell you a little‘bit
about my history. | come out of the
Civil Rights Black Power movement
of the sixties. This was a very impor-
tant and a very dynamic time. It was
a time of great vision; it was also a
time of incomplete visions, and if we
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as black people cannot deal with the
lessons of our history - both our mis-
takes as well as our triumphs - we will
simply repeat them. I've written about
this. | did a piece on Malcolm X:
“Learning from the Sixties for the
Eighties”, and it deals with exactly this
question. If we as black people can-
not look without illusion and without
romance at what the problems in our
own movements are, inthe same way
as if we as a community cannot look
at violence against women, then it is
going to continue. What happened
as | see itinthe movements of the six-
ties is that the enormous female po-
tential was sometimes
used but never acknowl-
edged, and very, very
frequently squelched. It
was a very painful les-
son to me, trying to or-
ganise young women in
'67,'68 and '69. As the
seventies moved on,
withinthe white woman’s
movement they bor-
rowed from us many of
the tactics, many of the
visions, butblackwomen
were still unwilling to
recognise, at leastinthe
States, that we had to
reclaim this as our own.
That, no, we are not white women; we
do not wish to be white women; we do
not wish to attack black men; but if we
are going to deal with the whole con-
cept of nationhocd, then we need
fully articulated black men and black
women. And it has been a long time
in coming. | think that that is a con-
sciousness that is happening, and |
-think that, for example, what is going
on in the Caribbean is a part of it. |
think that Caribbean women must

define for themselves what Carib-
bean feminism is all about.

CAFRA News: A lot of black women
in America, | remember, in the early
days of the modern feminist move-

ment, were reluctant to identify them- i

selves with feminism not merely
because it was considered to be the
white woman’s thing, but because,
like women in the Caribbean today,
they feared the label, ‘lesbian’.

Audre: Yes of course, because ‘les-
bian’ is one of those super powerful
words like ‘black’. You can get any

lIIusrlion: Still from Wallflower Order’ by Marion Barling

person to shut up in New Orleans or
throughout the South by intimating
that maybe there is one drop of black
blood... Well, it's the same thing. You
can get any straight woman to totally
shut up by inferring that maybe she is
a lesbian, and this has been used.
The reason why it has been used is
because of the power of heterosex-
ismor homophobia, sowhen | identify
myself, | say | am a black feminist
lesbianwarrior mother doing my work,

and my work is inextricably connected
with a vision of the future | have for us
all. You see, one of the problems, |
think, of black people as a whole and
black women in particular is that dif-
ference has been used against us so

‘brutally that we have a knee-jerk

reaction to any differences within our
communities: kill, destroy, you’re dif-
ferent and you can’t be a part of me.
But we don’t have to become each
other in order to work together, and
what went on upstairs (the CAFRA
meeting) is a primary example.
CAFRA, like any other organisation,
is going to have to take on full face, |
feel, the issue of difference.
What structures do we build
into our personal lives and
our institutionallivestodeal
with the differences be-
tween us? [If we share
goals, how dowe use those
differences creatively?

= CAFRA News: Andaiye,
how do you see lesbianism
— insofar as it seems to be a
problem for the Caribbean
woman who has aligned
herself with the women'’s
movement?

Andaiye: It has not risenin
this way at all in Guyana because, as
| have said to people over and over

- during this week, to me there is not

yet anything you could callawomen’s
movement in Guyana. Neveryet has
there been publicly or privately in
relation to my work - | don’t know what
goes on in people’s heads, you know
- the label attached. | presume it
might be there because I'm 46 and
I've neverbeen married. Atthe same
time, it is true, you know that the
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Caribbean is smail and | think gener-
ally we know each ciher's business,
and so they know my relationships
are and have been with men, so per-
haps not. The whole question of
sexuality in relation to people who are
gither gay men or women who are
‘esbians reatly hasn't come on the
agendain a certainway, so partofthe
groblemis that it still exists within the
region on the ievel of a subterranean
something. |feelsometimes thatitis
not even as though when women
expressfearthatbeinginthe women’s
movement they will be called lesbian
.. | feel that they are not expressing
ihe idea ot being attacked, they are
expressing the idea of being odd and
funny.

Audre: What about lesbians in
Guyana? Let me remove that word
and say, what about womenwho work
and iove together, which is the mean-
ing of zamt in Carriacou . There are
many Caribbean women, and | really
respect this, who say ‘lesbian’ is not
about what we do, is not about our
lifestyles; ‘iesbhianis aword thatwe do
not choose because it has connota-
tions that are not native to us. So my
feeling - because | feel very strongly
that naming is essential socially, po-
litically, emotionally, spiritually - is
that people have a right to name
themselves, but the process of nam-
ing is what is so important. In Carri-
acou they say the urge to lie with
women, the desire to lie with women
is the urge from the mother’s blood.
I'm talking about the process of
naming. Thirty years ago, you called
somebody black in Manhattan, they
punched you in the mouth, but now
it's Black Power, and maybe here too,
sowe have reclaimedthe word. What

i am saying is that
women must reclaim
the words that are
useful to us.

Andaiye: would like
to answer a piece of
Audre's question,
which was: what
about lesbians in
Guyana. | do not
personally know any
Guyanese lesbian who does not live
abroad. | obviously am not saying
that there are no Guyanese lesbians
living in Guyana, but | do not person-
ally know a single Guyanese lesbian
who did not relate to that fact by
leaving. Therefore | am saying sev-
eralthings. lamsayingthatit seemed
to them to be uncopable. | am also
saying that that contributes to what |
was saying about it not being on the
agenda, and this widespread feeling
that it's a wrong thing. It's joke, it's
sin, it's crime.

Audre: 1 think it can be because there
is so much of a stigma attached. It
can also be because there are issues
which take precedence in terms of
women's lives. It can be for a lot of
reasons. All | know is that it doesn't
mean there arent any Guyanese
lesbians.

Andaiye: Centainly part of it is that
there is a way in which water, food,
light and so on not being givens really
does put a lot of other things - not just
the question of sexuality - on the back
burner. Whenyou can‘'tassume water
out of a pipe or light off the switch or
the bus is going to come, those
become the issues.

. Mlustration: Gita Saxena

CAFRA News: Andaiye, do youwrite?

Andaiye: Girl, | don'tknow. I've been
writing for a long time. | have all the
disadvantages of, not just the old
female thing of writing and hiding it
away, but | have a real disadvantage
because professionally | have been
an English teacher and an editor, and
this is fatal because | can't finish the
thing. Everytime | go away, | hide
these papers all overthe place, not so
much because I'm mortified to have
them found and published, but I am
mortified because people will see one
poemin 26 versions, sometimes with
only one word changed.

Audre: That means you really are a
writer. You have to begin lcoking in
the mirror and saying to ycuiseif -
aloud, notinyourhead- “l am a writer;
Iam a poet”. You have to come out of
the closet, you really, really do. And
just rapidly, two ways of doing it is by
starting to keep a journal where eve-
ryday you write at least three lines
about what you feel. You force your-
self. It's adiscipline, it's an exercise.
That's one way, and the other is get-
ting a group who you can share your
poetry aloud with, interchange feel-
ings. These are two ways of keeping
your work alive and developing a

CAFRA NEWS 7
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sense within yourself that this is
something you want to do and exam-
ining why you want to do it.

CAFRA News: You said earlier,
Audre, that your work, your writing, is
directly connected to your vision of a
future. Do you think feminism can
meet the challenges it sets itself?

Audre: Black feminism?

CAFRA News: Black feminism, so-
cialist feminism ... do you see femi-
nism bringing about the changes for
humanity which in theory it seeks?

Audre: Oh, | think there is no doubt
about it. | have an absolute convic-
tion and a passionate belief in the
ability of us to turn this thing around,
and by ‘us’ | mean all those of us who
are working - whether we work as
black feminists, whether we work as
socialist feminists, whether we work
asblackrevolutionaries, whateverwe
callourselves. Ittakes allof us moving
in very many different ways to tim
around those forces - forces really of
destruction, that define the good in
terms of profit rather than in terms of
human potential.

CAFRA News: What do you see as
the majorchallenges thatthe women'’s
movement will have to face in the
Caribbean in, say, the next decade?

Andaiye: Part of the problem is that
we are into this thing which tries to
connect what is generally called the
personal, the private, the pubilic, at
the same time that we are faced with
public problems of such enormity that
it's difficult to hold the line against not
just dealing with those. Because the

Caribbean countries either already
are in severe crisis or they are enter-
ing into severe economic crisis. |

‘think that since this is true - Walter

Rodney usedto talk aboutthe Haitiani-
zation of Guyana and now people are
talking about the Guyanization of the,
Caribbean - we have to battle against
the easy solutions that our govern-
ments are coming up with, which are
profoundly hostile to women: the
structural adjustment, the health cuts,
and so on and so forth. They're
actually hostile to the Caribbean, but
they don'tknowthat. itis nonsenseto
consider that there is such a thing
called ‘productive forces’ which are
not in the first place human beings
who, therefore, need health, educa-
tion, etc. So what they're doing is
wrong even in their terms, but they
don't know it. But only we are so fully
conscious of how profoundly wrong it
isforwomen. And how their solutions
are about the further exploitation of
women economically, and then by
extension in every other how. So the
battle is in the first place to hoid the
line against that notion of solution,
and the harder battle is to help de-
velop solutions that make the Carib-
bean livable and viable and real.

Audre: | think the major challenges
facing the black woman in the United
States now are two-fold. First of all,
not to descend into a kind of false
complacency which is, you know,
‘we’ve made it, we've raised issues’

8 CAFRA NEWS

because that is not true. But | think
the other, and even more important
challenge facing the black women'’s
movement in the United States is to
recognise to begin with that we have
power. We are citizens of the most
powerful country in the world and we
have a responsibility to identify that
power and use it in concert with other
people, for our other sisters. We are
part of an intemational community of
people of the diaspora and of people
of colour, and that international com-
munity represents seven-eighths of
the world's population, and being black
is not going to protect us much longer.
I think these are very basic truths that
all black people, and black women in
particular need to recognise. | think if
we can handle those, we will continue
to work against the problems which
are not only regional and local, but
world-wide. The forces of oppression
are very small, but very powerful. We
don’t have to cast very far to see that
oppressions world-wide are rooted in
many of essentially the same forces,
andwe need to hold that as part of our
vision.

Andaiye: | think what we are begin-
ning to say in the face of all this
‘woman thing’ and so on is that what
we are arguing is that the solutions
are not about the exploitation of
women, are not just solutions for
women, but are solutions for the re-
gion. What we are looking for are
human ways of humanising the Car-
ibbean for all of us.




Cathy Ribas-Hermelo works with the
America Department of the Federa-
tion of Cuban Women (Federacion de
Mujeres Cubanas, FMC). The FMC
was founded on 23 August, 1960 and
Cathy notes that at that time
“true and radical changes in
the lives of not only our women
but also our families began”.

CAFRANews: It’'sacaseof ‘so
near and yet so far’ when it
comes to linkages between
Cuba and the rest of the Carib-
bean. We know so little about
our sisters in Cuba. Do you
see there is any possibility of
strengtheningthe relationship?

Cathy: Yes, of course. | was
talking tothe CAFRA Secretar-
iat about this. How inspiring
this meeting was for me as a
person coming from Cuba and
for the first time meeting with
so many womenfrom different
territories in the Caribbean. It has
been very enriching; it has given me
a great opportunity to fearn about
women in the rest of the territories
that surround us. We’re so close
together geographically; neverthe-
less, we have barriers that separate
us such as language and political
views. Atthe same time there are so
many things that unite us as women,
as feminists, as women concerned
aboutpeople, which | think is the most
important thing. We fight for our
womenwithinthe context also of fight-
ing and struggling for the weliare of
the people. Because we’re fighting
for fifty percent of the population, we
are benefitting all the people.

CAFRA News: One of the difficulties
we face in most parts of the Carib-
bean is that even thoughwomen care
a lot about issues affecting them,
there is a reluctance to see them as

‘Cathy Ribas-Hermelo

feminist issues, and to make a com-
mitment to feminism. Is that a prob-
lem in Cuba?

Cathy: For some years there was a
problem with the word, ‘feminism’,
because our women in Cuba related
it to radical feminists or bourgeois
feminists and we didn’t want to iden-
tify with those kind of people. So, you
might go to Cuba and ask somebody
if the person is a feminist and they
would say “Yes”; another person
would say, “No, | fight for women'’s
equality”.

CAFRA News: From allwe hear, your
women’s movement in Cuba is fairly
well organised. Could you give us

atherine Ribas-Hermelo

some idea of how it is structured?

Cathy: Yes. The Federationof Cuban
Women is a mass organisation. It
was one of the first mass organisa-
tions to be created in Cuba
after the triumph of the revolu-
tion, and that was on 23 Au-
gust, 1960. Right now, we
have over 3,200,000 members.
As you know, Cuba has a
population of over 10 million,
and the percentage of women
within our organisation is 82
percent of the female popula-
tionover 14 years of age. Hard
work was involved in getting
women involved in our organ-
isation. Although it’s a volun-
tary organisation, people auto-
matically go to us and get in-
volved. We work in different
areas: health, workingwomen,
education, dissemination of in-
formation, international rela-
tions and social work. More or
less, these are the fields that
we go into, and it is such a broad
spectrumthat all kinds of women have
a place within the organisation.

CAFRA News: But does this extend
to all kinds of women having a place
in other structures within the wider
society? :

Cathy: We have a problem with that,
and that was very strongly stated in
ourfourth Congress of the Federation
that took place in 1985 - our con-
gresses take place every five years.
In 1985 we had done some research
on women'’s participation in different
state bodies - Parliament, Ministries,
State Committees, etc. - and there
was a disproportion of women within

CAFRA NEWS 9
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the labour force and women in lead-
ership positions. Since 1985, we
have been putting special input into
these issues, and we have achieved
some things; others we are still work-
ing on. Forinstance, at the last elec-
tion at the national level, we acquired
over 33 percent of women members
of Parliament. Atthe grassrootslevel,
it's still a lower proportion, and so we
have to do special work. The Com-
munist Party in Cuba is a iarge party,
but it's fed from the workers’ move-
ment. Usually you should be a
worker, because that is the &7
basis of the Communist
Party, a workers’ party.
Women now account for
38 percent of the total
labour force of the country,
but it has also been a
struggle trying to get women’
into the labour force and we're
in a lower proportion due to this
same issue. Housewives (in Cuba)
are not just housewives in the sense
of the word in other countries be-
cause all the work that we carry out in
the grassroots is mainly done by
housewives who have moretime than
working women. They have a great
involvement in the community and
they deserve also to be included.

CAFRA News: So you're working
towards fair representationforwomen.
But does this translate into a, shall |
say, feminist influence on policy
making, etc; a feminist vision of the
world?

Cathy: This is precisely the work of
the Federation of Cuban Women - to
have this input in all the national poli-
cies. If the penal code is to be analy-
sed by the lawyers or whoever is

77
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going to do that, the Federation has
aninput andwatchesto see thatthere
is a gender perspective in the laws.
We have this opportunity to have this
input in things, and this is what | was
saying yesterday when | did my pres-
entation. We have been able to
achieve so much because this has
not been a struggle of women alone
either. We are all constructing a
better land to live in and everyone
has to share. We also fight for the
welfare of the peasants and for our
youth, and they also fight
Q\‘ for the equality of

women, and this is an
interrelated struggle
that we all have.
‘Every five years, we
have the Head of
State plus heads of
ministries come to our
congress. There are

o)

have jobs”, let’s say, and the Minister
of Labour has to explain why the
women don't have jobs, and then
women tell them what they want to do
and they have to give replies. If not,
Fidel Castro is there asking, and de-

to the women’s needs. We have
open consultations with the leader-
ship. Beside that, Vilma Espin, our
President, is a member of the Polit-
buro of the party and member of the
State Council.

CAFRA News: How many women
are there on the Politburo?

Cathy: On the Politburo there are 13
members and 3 are women: one full
member, Vilma Espin, and two alter-
native members - one who is a
member of our National Secretariat

manding that these people respond.

A

and the other who is President of the
Nationa! Acadery of Sciences in
Cuba.

CAFRA News: Do you think thal fiug
adequately reflects a propotrlichate

“involvement by womern at high leveis

of decision making?

Cathy: We wish to have equai
amounts, but that is not what counts
if we have the quality of women that
needtobe there. ltdoesn’thave tobe
ten. Just to have one who knows how
to demand the rights within that con-
text will be enough for us. Vilma
Espin first of all was a guerilia fighter
inthe mountains with Fidel, and she is
very much respected not only by the
women in our society but by the men
as well. Vilma has a tremendous
personality and whatever she has to
say, people listen. That is what |
meanwhen | tell you about the quality
of personthat's there to representthe
women in the country.

CAFRA News: What has been your
mainimpressionfollowingthis CAFRA
conference, now that the lines of
communication have opened up with
other Caribbean women?

Cathy: Let me explain something to
you. I've been working with the Fed-
eration for 11 years, and I've been
working withthe America Department,
but specifically with North America.
Now I'm dealing with women'’s prob-
lems in agriculture and things that are
closer to me than what I find in North
America, and this is what has en-
riched me so much: to find a com-
monality, not only in our concerns
and in our interests, but in our culture
too.
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Nesha Haniffis a Guyanese women's
rights activist who spends her year
commuting between the United
States, where she teaches at the
Center for Afro-American and African
Studies, University of Michigan, and
her home in Guyana. Nesha is one of
agrowing number of Caribbean schol-
ars committed to the struggle for
recognition of women'’s role in Carib-
bean history, a subject she addresses
in her recent book, Blaze a Fire (see
page 26).

CAFRA News: In terms of the
women’s movement, how do you
define yourself?

Nesha: | would consider myself a
feminist, 1 think, ina very real sensein
that | try to live it.

CAFRA News: Whatkind of life would
you say feminism offers?

Nesha: Actually, it doesn't offeryou a
very nice life. Feminism offers you, |
think, a life of loneliness. Essentially,
you have to make certain choices in
relation to your work and your priori-
tieswhichdo notinclude awhole lot of
times a husband, and even children,
and | think that kind of contradiction
makes your life very, very difficult.
And very lonely, because things still
existonmen’s terms. When you have
terms, the men say, “OK, that's fine,
but I'm gone”. | understand that they
shouid want things on their agendas,
but I want things on iming and ! have
to make that choice.

feminism, in general and in the Carib-
bean context?

lesha Haniff

Nesha: Feminism for me is a kind of
humanism, where everybody has a
right to choice; to choose whether
they want to stay home or whether
they want to work. | think that the right
of choice is the most important thing,
and | think
that it's very
interesting
that choice is
related to

J ]

democracy,is T~z "\
related to jus- m p

tice. All femi-
nism is about
in the final
analysis is
justice.
CAFRA llustration : Cayenne
News: H ow

do you see

feminism contributing to social
change, in terms of the Caribbean
and as an ideology the whole world
can benefit from?

Nesha: Feminism argues for some-
thing called gender analysis, that is,
when you're developing programmes
or you're doing research or you're
doing academic scholarship, the role
of women is as important a mode of
analysis as race and class. | think

that gender provides you with a view.

and a reality that you don't ordinarily
see, because the general analysis
that we have been having so far has
been a male analysis. It has notbeen
called that, hut it has been maie-

' zentred. |think defining things from a
( woman's perspective, seeing her
CAFAHA News: How do¢ you dziiceg |

= it and seeing what she is
doing about it gives us a reality and a
perspective that we don't nomally
have. In terms of problem-solving, it

gives us an enormous amount of
creativity and humaneness in a vari-
ety of'arenas that we don’t normally
have.

CAFRA NEWS: One of your preoc-

cupations is withthe denialof women's
place in our history. Can we explore
this a little bit more?

Nesha: That's something | feel very
strongly about. When | was growing
up in the Caribbean, being taught in
Guyana - the very “‘wonderful” British
system, whichis very classic and very
rigorous - we used to read West In-
dian history, and the West indian
history at the time, written by West
Indians, excluded women. That's a
very important point: evenwhenthings
become culturalised or relevant in
terms of race, they stilldo not become
relevant in terms of gender. | didn't
raad about myse¥ as a Caribbean
woman; | didn't know that | was an
important part of the making of the
West Indies. As I've gotien older, and
I've gotten into very serious research,
I've discovered .1t the reason for
that is because the very paradigms
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for doing re-
search are de-
finedby race and
defined by gen-
der, and that
they are
malecentric and
Eurocentric. So
| decided to do
something about
it,and Iwrote this
book called
Blaze a Fire,
which is about
the significant
contribution of Caribbean women,
being written from the perspective of
the woman. A woman who is an
outstanding cane cutter has made an
equally important contribution as a
Prime Minister, as in Eugenia Char-
les. The challenge was to first re-
define what success means, and to
re-define what contribution is. Also,
the challenge is how to write it in such
a way that school children can see
that it is important, because they are
socialised that the literate and the
powerful and the visible are more
important. So | think we're doing
things, but it’s hard. It took me eight
years to get Blaze a Fire out.

CAFRA News:
Being a feminist,
you are a minority
person and being
non-white you are
in anotherway a mi-
nority person. Just
being a woman,
perhaps, in your
profession | imag-
ine you are in the
category of being a
minority person.
How would you say
this affects yourlife?

llustration: Fran

Nesha: In a sense, it makes you a
marginal person. You're always on
the margin, you're always on the pe-
riphery. |think that, although we are
powerlessinthe indices of power, the
only new ideas and new knowledge
can come from us because we as
women of colour have been excluded
even when men of colour write; and
we as women of colour have been ex-
cluded not only on the basis of colour
but onthe basis of gender. Sothatthe
only people | think can make new
contributions to knowledge in general
and ideas are people of colour and
women, and that is something that
really buoys me and excites me.

| el
I —

There’s a lot to be done. Every new
reality for us that is written down is a
discovery, because it has not been
done before. So | feel very excited
about it. | don't feel negative about it
at all. It’s hard, but it's O.K.

4
CAFRA News: You spend part of

your year in Guyana, and as an activ-
istand aperson very muchinterested
in the advancement of women, you
no doubt have made observations on
the movement there ...

Nesha: You know, Guyana is based
on a population of Indo-Guyanese
and Afro-Guyanese, and | think one
of the problems with the movement
there has been its inability to reach
women of Indo-Guyanese descent.
The reason for that is that Guyanese
women of Indian descent are always
cloaked in an analysis of race, ethnic-
ity and religion - which is true of most
women inthe world anyway, butthere
are very few attempts to reach those
women berause it is alien to them.
So | thought that extra effort should
have been made for them. That work
is being done, | must say, by an or-
ganisation called ‘Red Thread'. Their
work is extremely exciting and they
go out and get the women involved:

Bup, Not But Becavse
NECESSARILY of tHe Suptle
/ BECAKE _wAys HHE JoB
MARKET
of SEX CoNcENFRATES
DISCRIMINA- WONEN IN Low-
+10N. PAYING JOBS-
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gettheminvolved in income-generat-
ing enterprises; get them involved in
consciousness-raising enterprises.
Just meeting andtalkingto eachother
outside of a religious or ritual situation
is a very exciting experience forthem.
‘Red Thread’ came out of the WPA,
and I think there is aconsciousnessin
that party that there needs to be a
bridging of both races. Each racial
group in Guyana has made important
contributions ito that society. What
each group does not know is what
their contribution is and the value of
that contribution. The otherthing that
| think is important for women of In-
dian descent in the Caribbean is that
we really have no significant female
leader of those movements; that we
have no woman who comes out and
advocates for them, stands up and
claims her Indianness. And although
| myself blame the women’s move-
ment in the region for not doing that,
| think there should be some advo-
cacy from people like WAND and the
other regionalmovements. I thinkitis
the responsibility of women of East
Indian descent to get up and start
acting on it, and middle class Indo-
Caribbean women are not doing
anything about it.

CAFRA News: One’s identity, one’s
heritage is very important, butthere is
also the case for the identification of
the Caribbean person.

Nesha: That's a very important ques-
tion. | have a lot of problems with
people who argue for African-cen-
tredness or Indian-centred thing
because both are kinds of racism but,
on the other hand, people do need to
understand where they come from.
As a Caribbean woman, | feel very

strongly that my first identity is that of
aGuyanese and | am a Guyanese un-
equivocally, regardless of whatever
shade | am. But when | am outside
the Caribbean, I’'m seen as a person
of colour. I'm seen often inthe United
States as a black person. In the
Caribbean, they always think#of you
as something else. | think really we
have tofind abaiance. We have to be
West Indians, and we have to be

your writing in expressing your con-
cerns about our part of the world and,
of course, about women in our part of
the world?

Nesha: I'm concerned about the

‘generation of ideas as they affect

what we do. What do our research
experts do? What do our scholars
do? What do our writers do? They go
to universities in the West and they

Trinidadi- learntheories
ans and and ideas
Jamaicans. and method-

aaw a ?‘/&6 ologieswhich
Onthe other are inappro-
hand, you TRV R Y, priate to us.
know, the , ’ﬁ Ry ,@:v -/.«\\: P ,-f,” What we
richness of ‘*‘t’ "\( i & have to do is
the Carib- 2 to de-con-
beancomes struct that,
f. rom and | am in-
Trinidad volved in that
a n @ process of
Guyana. decon -
The racial struction in
difference - the kind of
Divali and writing that |
Eid and amdoing. I'm
Phagwa about to do
and Poco- some work
mania and e on looking at
Shango - all Significant Contributions of Caribbean Women the very im-
these things portant jour-
thatwe have NE.SHA Z. HANIFT nals that
are really people have
what has to be ac-
made us cepted in to
rich, so. | get tenure at

think we're still growing and | hope
thatbefore | die we’ll see a Caribbean
in which race really becomes secon-
dary; notunimportant, but secondary.

CAFRA News: After Blaze g Fire,
what next? How do you planto direct

the university, which affects all people
of colour, and how that acceptance
defines what you should write and
what you should study and what status
you get. That's the kind of stuff I'm
working on.
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Gladys lives in Curacao, and is a
founding member of the Union Muhe
Antiano (UMA). She studied Adult
Education and Community Develop-
ment and now works as a freelance
producer and writer.

CAFRA News: Is there an active
women’s movement in Curacao right
now?

Giadys: | find that difficult to answer
because insome ways there is, andin
other ways there is not. Women are
organised on what | call a traditional
basis. The last figure | heard was
about 60-70 women’s organisations,
but | categorise them as traditional
because the main activities are social
activities for their members, like tea

' and coffee afternoons. They do a lot
of fund-raising, charity work forhomes
for the elderly, for handicapped chil-
dren and so on. Most of them are
organised in a Steering Committee,
which had its origin in the Interna-
tional Year of Women, 1975.

CAFRA News: What about UMA?

Gladys: UMA originated in 1975 as
an answer to the way we felt that not
only the Steering Committee but other
organisations, especially those from
the U.S.A. were handling the woman
question. We were more political,
aggressive. We were more intellec-
tual, doing more research. Because
we were political, we were called com-
munists, and the other familiar kinds
of labels you get when you try to
analyse and put things into the con-
text of what you think are the real
issues. So there has always been a
differentiation between UMA, which

ladys do Rego

is not a mass organisation but a
nucleus of women with an academic
approach, and the Steering Commit-
tee which was led mostly by women
who came out of business and pro-
clubs.

fessional women'’s Their
membership con-
sists of mostly older
women. UMA intro-
duced the com-
memoration  of
March 8, which has
since become al-
most atradition, and
that celebration
bringsintofocusone
issue or another.
Then we organised
the Firstof May cele-
brations, and in the
80s we started com-
memorating 25 No-
vember, the day
against violence.
Butourorganisation
is not as active asit Gladys do Rego
used to be.

CAFRA News: Why?

Gladys: Mostly because in the 80s
our organisation had some problems,
which | call part of the female condi-
tion. We were younger in the 70s.
Most of us were not married and still
studying. Then you get married, you
get your children, you get career
problems, too, because being intel-
lectual you get jobs with more re-
sponsibilities. After having the chil-
dren and the jobs, you get divorce
problems, emotional problems too,
which quite immobilised our organ-
isation. Also the way we were work-
ing was quite intense. It was a job
beside a job. We worked almost daily

for UMA. | myself left a lot of paid jobs
just to work for UMA, working virtually
24 hours a day, sleeping very little.
Then | had an accident and some
personal problems that kind of
knocked me out of things, and that,
combined with
problems the
other members
had, stalled us.
Before that we
were quite ac-
tive. We hadthe
UMA women’s
agenda, with
four major activi-
ties a year. We
had a weekly
radio pro-
gramme; we
produced audio-
visuals; we
brought out a
newsletter six
times a year. It
was sometimes
more than a double day for us to
achieve all these things. The other
thing that broke our back was finan-
cialproblems. We were almost bank-
rupt. We were even selling lottery
illegally just to survive and pay the
debts we had.

CAFRA News: Does that mean that

UMA no longer exists?

Gladys: About one and a half years
ago, we had a meeting and disbanded
but, you know, its like an addiction.
Most of us are working on feminist
projects, doing research andincorpo-
rating feminism into our jobs, and
slowly we are trying to see if we can
do some things together.
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CAFRA News: I'd like to shift our
conversation a bit to questions of self-
assessment. Do you see a relation-
ship between your perspectives on
feminism and your understanding of
your own sexuality, given that in both
instances you are examining your
relationship with the opposite sex?

Gladys: I've recently come to some
conclusions about how nature cre-
ated us and what society made of us.
That’s why | now say thatwe can‘ttalk
about being liberated politically, so-
cially and culturally without being lib-
erated physically. We women need
to start loving our bodies. We some-
times fail to realise that we have a
body beyond our necks, or we only
talk about the problem part of it, like
when we have pain when we men-
struate. One thing | realised when |
ran out of energy: | realised | had a
body. | was physically eliminated
when | had a very bad caraccident. In
the first 48 hours | didn’t even realise
that | was dying, so when | came to,
the first thing | asked was for them to
go to my desk and bring the pile of
unfinished work to me. They brought
it for me, but they thought, “this girl is
crazy”. When the work was in front of
me, I realised | couldn’t use my hands.
| was quite paralysed. | went into a
rage. How could this happen to me!

CAFRA News: | suppose thiswas the
moment when you realised you had a
body?

Gladys: Two days later, | stepped
into a world of real physical pain |
can'tdescribe. | was getting heroin. |
was getting methodin. | was getting
valium. | was getting a cocktail of pain
killers and that didn’t help. That was

when | realised | had a body. | had
been working so much with my brain
for all those years that | wasn’'t aware
that | had a body that could hurt
physically. And that is what I'm say-
ing, that many of us don’t realise that
this body consists of a lotsof things
that we accept as just nature-given.

CAFRA News: How long ago was
this?

Gladys: Four years ago.

CAFRA News: You came out of this
experience with a whole new philo-
sophical outlook?

Gladys: Something else happenedto
me, that also influenced my state of
thinking about myself as a woman.
One of the reasons | delayed having
a child was that children were not part
of the scene | made for myself. | felt
that | had time and that | should wait
until lwas 35. Well, this accident hap-
penedwhen | was 34, andthe doctors
told me that | would not be able to
carry a child for the next two years
because of a hip injury. | didn’t make
any problem of it because | had an-
other reason to delay having a child.
A year passed. Then | got pregnant.
| went to a meeting in Brazil, walking
on crutches. | came down with ma-
laria while there. | was then in my
sixth month and | lost the baby. Then
| was really enraged when | realised
what doing this feminist thing instead
of staying home recovering, meant. |
went to this conference with one thou-

sand, five hundred women just to be
there, got malaria and lost the baby. |
think that bearing a child is in some
way a very, very essential part of
women’s realisation. There was one
stage when | was part of the struggle
of women against having children,
but when | was pregnant | realised
that this was a very profound experi-
ence that only women have. Mostly
the part we hear about is this bour-
geois, idealistic mother doting on the
baby and how lovely it is to have a
child ... you know, you just throw it
away asbeing bourgeois propaganda.
The otherpartyou hear isthatwomen
don’t want any babies any more. And
we never discover this - let me call it
- middle road of what child-bearing
really means; seeing your body
change and, really consciously, living
this change that'’s taking place in your
body. And | realised that we have to
look for a balance between this thing
of feeling yourself as being a woman
and the philosophical part of femi-
nism. |think that sexuality is the basis
of almost everything. So | came to
this conclusion about child-mother
relations: in the course of history,
that's the way we were enslaved, and
that’s the way we have to break out of
this enslavement. It's not so simple
as fighting for abortion or against
abortion and fighting for, let’'s say,
legalising certain things. We should
start experiencing certain things; ex-
periences we were denied; experi-
ences we never leamed to under-

stand.
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Gloria Joseph was born in St. Croix,
U.S. Virgin Islands, and educated in
the U.S.A. She studied at New York
University, City College and Cornell
University. That was in “the trouble-
some sixties,” says Gloria, and it was
a time when she became involved in
the progressive movements of the
period, an experience she describes
as ‘the radicalisation of me and my
politics”. Her thinking was influenced
by Malcolm X in terms of “victimiza-
tion, and how in America they make
the victim the bad guy”. Gloria is best
known for her studies on capitalism
and its impact on race, class and
gender, and before she resigned
“because they thought | was becom-
ing too powerful,” she was often re-
ferred to as the ‘Queen Dean’ at
Cornell, where she was in charge of
recrumng black students. Her works
include Black Feminist Pedagogy in
Capitalist White America. and Carib-
bean Women: Impact of Race, Sex
and Class. She is also known for her
critical reviews of women'’s literature,
including works by Sistren Theatre
Collective and Angela Davis.

" CAFRA News: Gloria, how do you
define yourself?

Gloria: | always define myself as a
black feminist who views the world
with a socialist perspective from an
African base. As a feminist with a
definite perspective on the world, all
my activities are based on that ideol-
ogy and philosophy. So whether I'm
writing, teaching, working in the gar-
den, travelling, attending conferences,
I’'m always operating from that base.
| find it a very convenient, handy,
valuable and worthwhile position to
be in.

\ floria Joseph

CAFRA News: For many women in
the Caribbean, this kind of personal
assessment does not seem to be so
clearcut. Do you have some thoughts
on this?

(who is now President of Spellman
College) and | got a grant and we did
a photographic essay called, “Carib-
bean Women; The Impact of Race,
Sexand Class’. | didthe photography
and she did the interviewing. We put
it together and had a very fine exhibit
which we took around the U.S.A. and
the Caribbean as well. At that time,
when we interviewed the women, we
couldn't even use the word ‘black’
because they would say, “I'm not
black”. They resented it, sowe hadto
be very careful. The majority of women
would say, “Oh, I'm not a feminist”.
However, once we got into conversa-
tion, we'd find out that some of their
points of view were very much in
keeping with the feminist outlook - yet
adefinite distancing of themselves
fromtheword, rejectingthe word,
sometimes very strongly.

CAFRA News: True.
today, there is CAFRA.

Yet,

Gloria: A reason why you
see CAFRA intrigued me so
with its stated purpose was
that black women in the
Caribbean, very much like
black women in the
U.S.A, do not af-
filiate them-
selves or want

to be associ-

ated with the
women'’s
movement.

One of the books | wrote was called,
Common Differences: Conflicts in
Black and White Feminist Perspec-
tives, and | did it with a white socialist
feminist from Britain, (Jill Lewis) a

.| former colleague, and in the first
Gloria: Yes. In 1981, Johnnetta Cole*

chapter when | interviewed black
women and asked a number of them
if they thought of themselves as
feminists, about ninety percent said,
“No”. And when | asked their rea-
sons, they said itwas awhitewomen’s
movement that didn't consider their
needs; they didn't feel represented.
A decade has passed and the same
thing is still happening. However,
what is happening is that at the grass-
roots level, black women are forming
their own feminist groups and that’s
why | said the stated purpose of
CAFRA was so intriguing, because
here were Caribbean women, pre-
dominantly, black women, who were
embracing a feminist perspective. In
St. Croix, it’s very interesting.
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The majority of black women in the
Women's Coalition Against Violence
are States-side womenwho liveinthe
islands now. We have a large Puerto
Rican population, and alarge number
from the smaller islands and these
women will utilize the services, but
again they don’t want the affiliation.

CAFRA News: Feminism is a bad
word, eh. Why do you think this is s0?

Gloria: Well, for cne thing, I've dis-
covered that black women identify
themselves in relation to men. There
have been myths associated with the
women’s movement that turn off black
women. They have a natural suspi-
cion against all-white organisations -
as they should have, because whites
haven’t done all that much for them.
And they associate it with a dislike for
men, you know, the myth that there
are ali lesbians in it; and that they are
not interested in what we’re about.
And it's true that white feminists
generally don’t deal with the prob-
lems of low socio-economic peoples.
They really have a middie-class per-
spective; they have narrow blinkers
on. But most of the women in the
world are not white. Most are notrich.
Most also don't speak English. So
you see, its the absence of a global
perspective that makes them feel
excluded, and given that they think
it's about not having anything to do
with men and they feel their interests
are not represented, it's understand-
able. But then there are organisa-
tions like CAFRA.

CAFRA News: So, many people seem
to feel that there is some incompata-
bility between the ideas of feminism
andthe struggle of the workingclass?

Gloria: They need to get down to the
basic definition of a black feminist
being concerned with the oppression
of women - oppression based on their
sex and oppression based on their
race - they used to call it ‘double
jeopardy’. Just like racism# Some
people say, “I'm not for Black Power;
I’'m not for this race thing”. But you
have to be if you look at it in terms of
racism being the oppression of one
group of people by anothergroup that

has power. Sexism s the oppresswn

of women by patri-
archy, more spe-
cifically by the
white patriarchy in
termsof havingthe
power. So what
woman wouldn’t
be concerned
about liberating
herself from op-
pression? It's ob-
vious how sexism
operates, but a lot
of women - and
many Caribbean
women - would
say they don't
have problems
with sexism be- &
cause of the posi-
tions they hold.
And it’s true that they hold a lot of ad-
ministrative pcsitions. They're the
principals, in labour, lawyers. But
they have to realise that until all are
free, none are free. | find a real
problem with, “We’re not oppressed,
Gloria, | tell my husband what to do”.
Crarted, but you get to another level
when you get to the courts and the
judges and attorneys. We’re talking
about institutionalised sexism, built
intothe structures of our governments

“thicker than his thumb!

the same way racism is, and that's
why laws have to be changed. Just
recently they had to introduce alawto
restrain men from beating women.
The whole term ‘rule of thumb’ liter-
ally meant a man could beat his wife
with a switch as long as it was no
The very
marriage laws are sexist; the very
words ‘man and wife’. If women un-
derstood that the major concern in
being a black feminist is liberating
women from the oppressions of ra-
cism and sexism.
It's dual and you

can‘tseparateone
from the other.

I/Iusrra!lon Dawn’ Lee ...

Both of them Kill.

¥: CAFRA News:
/ You spoke about
™.... your collaborative
“ work on Carib-
: bean women. Is
' your writing all
¥ theoretical or do
you write fiction?

J: Gloria: Mostof my
. writings are more
- theoretical than
fiction, although
- right now I'mwork-

%j ing on a major fic-
tlon hustoncal fiction. | get a lot of
calls to lecture and attend confer-
ences on the basis of some writings.
Therewas abook called Marxismand
Eeminism, and they had a number of
people writing chapters. My chapter
was called, “Marxism, Feminism and
Racism: The Incompatible Menage a
Trois™. It deals specifically with ra-
cism as a part of marxism. Many
leftists think marxism is the answer.
It's not. You have to deal specifically
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with racism. I've just finished a piece
called, “Sojourner Truth, a Twentieth
Century Archetypal Feminist”where |
take Sojourner and all her deeds and
relate them to principles in the femi-
nist movement, because that’s how |
see her.

CAFRA News: And your fiction?

Gloria: The mainthing 'mworkingon
now is called, Maicolm X meets So-
i T ,and
| have the two of them up there and
they're looking down. They canbeam
in on whatever, on all the situations
around the world. They're making
comments the way | feel Malcoimand
Sojourner would, up there in their
revolutionaries retreat. They pass by
the homes of Nanny the Maroon,
Fireburn Mary and Ida B. Wells and

Marja Naarendorp first became po-
litically active as a student in Holland.
She is a member of the National
Women's Movement (NVB) of Suri-
name, which was formed in 1982 and
is the only female member on the
executive of one of the country’s big-
gest trade unions.

CAFRA News: What circumstances
led to the founding of the National
Women's Movement in 19827

Marja: At that time, there was a

L

larja Naarendorp

the boys.

|da B. Wells has a verandah where
they sit and talk. Maurice (Bishop) is
up there, you know, and Nanny tells
Madurice, “If you had Amazon's blood

in you and could catch bullets with

your buttocks, you'd still be down#
there ruling”.

CAFRA News: Finally, Gloria, aword
about your vision for the future and
the role of the feminist movement. Do
you see the Caribbeanfeminist move-
ment as having a major impactonthe
shaping of a better world?

Gloria: The reason why | think it will
definitely include the women of the
Caribbean is because | think it is
definitely going to be women of colour
who make this movement. I putitvery
simply and say the white man made a
mess of things, the black manwith the

feeling that something had to be
done to restructure our country
and to getwomen involved in the
struggle for complete independ-
ence. Suriname became inde-
pendent in 1975, but was still
very much economically depend-
ent on other countries, mainly |
Holland. We thought it was
necessary forwomentotake part
in that development so that they
could participate on all levels of
society.

Continued on following page

Black Power movement, they had a
sing'e issue campaign and that's not
going to work. The leaders of the
women's movement on a formal na-
tional level did very little more than
follow the white patriarchy. | really
think it’s going to be the women of
South Africa, women of the Carib-
bean, women from Central America
... 1think women of the U.S.A will play
theirrole because they have the power
and resources others can use, but |
definitely feel that when the change
comes about - Ican't say ‘if’, | have to
say ‘when’ - women of colour are
going to be the ones. We have to
have a global perspective that is
absent from so much planning for the
future. And it can't be run by govern-
ments, because governments are
interested in keeping the status quo.
So it's going to be many, many
CAFRAs that do it.

Mar/a Naaren p
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CAFRA News: s this organisation
party-affiliated?

Marja:  No, it's an autonomous
women's organisation. | had been
involved in women's organisations
pricr to that, but this one was new.
We tried to analyse the situation of
women in Suriname, and we noticed
that in every field women were back-
ward, so we knew that women had to
be encouraged to move up.

CAFRA News: What is your group
doing to help women to rise to this
challenge?

Marja: Well, we try to reach women
on every level. The most important
thing we do is produce a magazine for
women in which we deal with all kinds
of questions related to women, and
we try to distribute it all over the
country and educate women. Then
we have different projectsin whichwe
try to get women involved. Recently
under a pilot project we did a survey
on cervical cancer. We developed a
programme where we trained volun-
teers to go out to communities to
encourage women to have pap
smears, and so on. We worked with
the Ministry of Health and the Family
Planning Organisation to set up clin-
ics in various neighbourhoods so the
women would not have very farto go,
and there would not be too much
stress. We had a good response rate,
ore than €0 percent. In the be-
Airning, e hlinisry thought
cteoe st mnctien, persent
- ddrernond. Throughthat
LLTY ey, v e were able to make
contact with women in their
sommunities and leam about
other problems they had. it

encouraged us to do more work on
other health issues and on other
problems which they had in the com-
munity.

CAFRA News: s your organisation
playing a role in helping women
combat the effects of economic hard-
ship?

K Marja: Yes. Of course, we have to
explain constantly to the women
what's happening, each step the
government takes. For instance, the
government is trying to restore its
relationship with Holland, and to do
so the country is really on its knees,
having to accept what Holland says.
We have to educate women about
the nature of the relationship between
the two countries: what it always has
been;that we have the same depend-
ency on the Dutch; and that nothing
good came out of itinthe past. Onthe
other hand, things are scarce and
there are transportation problems, etc.
so people are in a position where they
would accept anything, but you still
have to build that consciousness.We
also try to do specific projects to cre-
ate jobs forwomen. We have a small
fruit-processing projectinvolving a col-
lective of ten women. It's only ten, .
but it's a start. We got help from

UNIFEM for this project. We chose

agro-industry because of the
effect it will have on the agri-
cultural sector. We also

have a project where we encourage
women to grow crops iike paw-paw
and carimbola to supply our tactory.
This way, we encourage women 1o do
things for themselves and to be more
independent economically. We hope
to use the money from this project to
start other projects in the productive
sector.

CAFRA News: How do women in
Suriname regard the word feminist'?

Marja: . We do not use the word
‘feminist’ in Suriname because there
is a big misunderstanding about it.
We talk about ‘the women’s move-
ment’. That doesn't mean that the
ones who started it don't have a
feminist perspective. We knowclearly
through our political analysis what
feminism means. We know that no
change can come for women if the
economic system, the political sys-
tem, the system of dependency on
other countries and women’s depend-
ency on men are not changed. We
know that it's amuchwider struggle in
which men have to be involved.

CAFRA NEWS 19



Linda Edwards-Romain was born in
Trinidad and Tobago and returned
home in 1983 after living in North
America forfourteenyears. As afree-
iance writer, she contributed numer-
ous articles on feminist issues to the
Trinidad and Tobago press, the re-
gional newspaper Caribbean Con-
tact and feminist magazines such as
Woman Speak! She now works with

a regional organisation in Antigua.

CAFRA News: There is a certain
amount of risk in sticking your neck
out and becoming involved in feminist
issues in the Caribbean. How do you
see women overcoming this prob-
lem? Do we remain silent on feminist
issues or do we speak out?

Linda: | don't think we should ever
remain silent. Once I had an article in
the newspapers on sexual harass-
ment, and the next day i received a
memo from someone ‘up above’ (in
the organisation in which | worked).
They didnt mention the article, but
saidthatthey had asked metochange
my behaviour and my behaviour had
remained unchanged. The only thing

they could have
been talking about
was the article on
sexual harassment.

| had received in-
formation from a
person about six
ranks below me in
the organisationthat
she was being har-
assed by her boss.
It was the kind of
thing that, as a
woman, | couldn'tre-
main silent about.
When a feminist or another person in
society sees aninjustice, they have a
moral responsibility to speak out. Even
if they pay for it with their jobs, | feel
that in the long run they will be better
off because they took a stand on
something they believed in. | think
that what we need to do is band to-
gether and support each other. It's
unfortunate that when | felt that |
needed support from various people
in Trinidad and Tobago itwasn'tthere.
Only one person consistently wrote
letters to the press supporting the po-
sitions | took. There are a lot of other

‘ lilustration: Kali for Women

teminists in Trinidad and Tobago, but
they didn't see it as necessary 10
speak out, so that society got the im-
pression that people like me were
almost alone. When people think you
are alone they treat you differently
from when they think that you have a
constituency, and | think that women
working in the feminist movement in
Trinidad and Tobago and other places
need to recognise this. If they are not
openly supportive of each other, they
are exposiny each other to savagery,
and as such they are guilty.

—————————————————————————————————— ——————————

Born in Puerto Rico, Palmira now
lives in New York where she is Dep-
uty Director of the Center for Immi-
grant and Population Studies, Col-
lege of Staten Island/CUNY. At the
CAFRA Meeting, she was particularly
forceful in arguing for the abolition of
the category of Associate Member,

because of the various compeiling
factors which cause Caribbear
women fto live outside the regic:
(political, economic, etc.). The change
in membership status was subse-
quently approved by the meeting.

CAFRA News: One of the challenges

that we face is the challenge of unity
because of language barriers, be-
cause we are distanced by water,
high air fares and other factors. How
do you see us dealing with this?

Palmira: 1think we must congratulate
the Caribbean women’s movement
for their consciousness and sensitiv-
ity in recognising the problem and
making a very sericus and systematic
attempt to bridge these differences.
Here in CAFRA | was able to

Continued on following page
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experience this, and see that women
from the whole region were present
and were able to work together along
the lines that bind us. Rather than
stressing the differences, we try to
work using the things we have in
common. When you study the migra-
tion phenomenon historically, you'll
seethat Caribbean people have been
migrating to places where they do not
knowthe language; the culture seems
to be different, but somehow we al:
ways manage to integrate and make
a contribution and overcome those
difficulties. | think that when
you study those experiences,
forexample, of Jamaican work-
ers going to Cuba, or now
Haitians going to the Domini-
can Republic and Puerto Ri-
cans to the Bahamas, we see
how those people try to sur-
vive and have been able to
buildbridges. |guess we have
"to look at those experiences to see
where we can learn. Another fortu-
nate thing is that there are modemn
technologies we canuse, for example
videos, to communicate. But more
important, our cultures are very simi-
lar. Regardless of whether it is Span-
ish or English or French, that basic
African culture that is it in the whole
region is somethingthat we allhave in
common. Everywhere | go, things
are very familiar to me. | see the
same things, things that | grew up
with in Puerto Rico, when | go to Haiti
and | can relate to that part of the
culture. When | come here to Barba-
dos or go to the Dominican Republic
or Cuba, | see that. | think if we
started looking more carefully at that
culture and that experience of mobil-
ity that we've had throughout the
years, we're going to see that there is

much more that binds us than actu-
ally divides us, and the women’s
movementinthe Caribbean hasbeen
very much in the forefront of that kind
of struggle. In addition to promoting
the interests of women in society, |
would say that the women’s move-
ment in the region has been ingftru-
mental in bringing real Caribbean
unity, and that has been a major
contribution of the movement towards
the region as a whole.

CAFRA News: Tell us something

T AL

about the forthcoming conference
(March 1989) at the Schomburg
Centre on ‘Survival and Resistance:
Black Women in the Americas’.

Palmira: It's a preliminary step to-
wards an exhibition in 1991 on the
same theme. We think it will be a
major contribution, because we hope
to bring together black women from
Latin America and the Caribbean and
from North America. We hope we
can come together and recognise the
commonalities of our experience,
regardless of national origin, and also
look at the differences, not as a way
of dividing us further, but rather as a
way of bringing us together. The ex-
hibition will highlight the contribution
that black women have made, and
are still making, to our continent. |
think it is significant because many of

lllustration: bayenne

our nations are now engaged in the
celebration of the so-called ‘discov-
ery’ of America, and that has been
posed in a kind of Western European
perspective: white Europeans dis-
covered America, and somehow we
managed to get here. And when it
comes to women, they’re not even
mentioned. We want to bring it to the
forefront that black women played a
key role in the making of this conti-
nent, in the reproductive process, not
only biological but cultural and social,
and that this can be documented in
each and every country of
the Americas.

CAFRA News: Yourtheme,
‘Survival and Resistance’, is
probably quite appropriate
for these times, when in the
Caribbean economic crises
are demanding great
strength.

Palmira: Well, the crises highlight
once more the ability of the black
woman to survive under crisis; that
under circumstances of scarcity and
stress, she is always able somehow
to manage resources and make pos-
sible the survival of our people. That
is often ignored by scholars, policy
makers, etc. who in their ignorance
often make it harder for us because
our work is not taken into account. So
when they are devising policies sup-
posedly to deal with these crises,
they are often putting obstacles to
those very same methods that we
use to survive. When you look back,
you realise that we've always been
putting things together in very unor-
thodox ways, and that is part of a
tradition. So when we confronta new
crisis we are using that historical tra-
dition to deal with the new problem.
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Linda Carty is a Canadian-based
CAFRA member. Born in St. Kitts-
Nevis, she is now resident in Toronto.
She has recently completed her
thesis, on Gender Relations at the
University of the West Indies, at the
Ontario Institute for Studies in Edu-
cation.

CAFRA News: Are you actively in-
volved in the women’s movement in
Canada?

Linda: Yes, | belong to the Black
Women's Collective, which actually
came out of a conflict that took place
around International Women'’s Day in
1986. The conflict was over how we
(black women) would like to work on
our own behalf and what we perceive
as working together in the struggle
with white women, without them dic-
tating to us.

CAFRA News: Have relations im-
proved? Have you now as an inde-
pendentbody foundthatyou are better
able to communicate on these is-
sues?

Linda: We don't perceive the prob-
lem as our problem. We think that we
are allinthe struggle together, but we
think that black women must be able
toidentify what they perceive as prob-
lems around racial issues and should
be able to talk openly about racism
without worrying about white women
sayingthey're so offended and they're
so hurt - you know, it’s our struggle.
That has been our reality in those |
white, capitalist countries, so we |
formed our collective and we do our |
work, because we considerourselves
having a lot of work to do in the black
community.

nda Carty

CAFRA News: What is the basis of
your work in the Black Collective?
Where do you place most emphasis?

Linda: Well, it's praxis and theory
combined. The collective has aca-

demic women, grassroots women,-

community workers - it is a cross-
section of black women in Toronto.
There’s a lot of activism and we pick
up on any issue that we believe to be
working against black women in
Canada, and particularly in Toronto.

CAFRA News: There’s a massive
migration from the Caribbean to
Toronto. Do you find that you
are able to interest the ma-
jority of these women from
the Caribbean in partici-
pating in the work of the
collective?

Linda: No, notreally. People

are involved in their own per-
sonal struggles and, I'm sure
you're aware, life is an eter-
nal struggle forpeoplewho"
migrate to these places.
People are caught up

with their material con- |
ditions, and that is their
primary focus. But of
course you can't have everybody as
part of a struggle, you know. That’s a
struggle in itself. We work with who-
ever is interested. Getting the work
done is the essential thing right now.

CAFRA News: Feminismis stillabad
word inthe Caribbean, carryingwith it
many negative connotations. Do you
perceive yourself as a feminist?

Linda: Ohyeh, but | went through that
stagetoo, of beinginvolved and being

part of the struggle and doing my
activism, and then never saying | was
feminist. But being a black womanin
North America, that has a context.
The women’s movement was per-
ceived as being white. It had allkinds
of connotations that | couldn't relate
to. ltdidn’t include racism, refusedto
look at issues of race and class, so |
couldn’trelate tothat. If that waswhat
feminism was going to be, then |
wasn't going to be a feminist. So, for
me, labelsbecame secondary. | didn't
care what they called themselves. |
was concerned about the
work that | was doing
as a black woman,
how | was advanc-
ing the struggle for
black women. |
think that one
thing that must
be credited to
black women
was to introduce
gender, raceand
class as acom-
ponentinthe
(women'’s)
struggle

particularly because of the Eurocen-
tric ideas in the struggle in North
America. As black women in a white
society we haveto look atrace and, of
course, class. Now there are a lot of
white women who are feminist and
who are part of the struggle who still
refuse to look at it that way, but there
has been an advancement in that
area. Now | have no qualms about
being called a feminist. If what | do is
feminist, then so be it.
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eports from the region

The following are extracts from two of
the reports presented to the CAFRA
General Meeting from the non-Eng-
lish-speaking Caribbean.

Puerto Rico

The contemporary feminist movement
in Puerto Rico began its renewal at
the end of the sixties We must re-
member it was a world-wide phe-
nomenon. The increasing number of’
women in the labour force in the for-
mal and informal sectors of the econ-
omy brought out the still existing ine-
qualities in salary and other job regu-
lations. The amount of women seek-
ing an educational degree also in-
creased dramatically, and the typical
family structure experienced aradical
change when more and more women
got separated or divorced and be-

came family heads. The Puerto Ri-

can society shared all of these situ-
ations which definitely-contributed to
the creation of an appropriate climate
for the rise of feminism.

We must also underline the impor-
tance of historical research that, at
least in Puerto Rico, rediscovered a
forgotten and ignored past of feminist
struggles. In my opinion, this recon-
struction has helped to consolidate a
movement by giving it a historical
dimension that was traditionally ne-
glected in almost all of the dominant
historical discourse.

As a result of all these factors, the
feminist movement began to consoli-
date. Neworganisations were formed,
like Mujerintegrate Ahora (MIA- 1 972)
and Federacion de Mujeres Puertor-
I riquenas (1977); and new journals

and magazines were started (Tacon
de la Chancleta, Palabra de Muijer).
In 1974 the government indaugurated
the Commission for the Improvement
of Women, recognisingthatthere were
a lot of things to improve in women'’s
status. During its first yearg; it did
important research on sex stereotypes

in education, publishing several- in-

structional supplements in order to
improve women’s pres-
ence in educational
materials. The first
Conference on Puerto
Rican Womenwas held
in 1977, with a large
representation of
women from almost all
sectors of our society.
That same yearthe first
shelterforbattered and
raped women was also
inaugurated, followed
by others of the same
kind during the next
years.

During the 80s, there was an impor-
tant achievement for the feminist
movement when the first women'’s
centre was established at the Univer-
sity of Puerto Rico. Though it lasted
for only two years, it was a first step
that opened the doorfor other centres
established later. Outside the Univer-
sity, in 1983, Feministas en Marcha
was founded. One of the most impor-
tant contributions of this organisation
has been the annual celebration of
the “Golden Pig Awards”, to denounce
and criticise the sexist and denigra-
tory advertising frequently seen and
listened to on television, radio and in
the newspapers. Together with FEM
there is another feminist group .of
scholars and professional women

called the Organizacion de la Mujer
Trabajadora that occasionally spon-
sors conferences and is engaged in
some research. During these years,
the governmental “Commission of
Women” has been mostly engaged
with the topic of sexual harassment,
fighting hard forthe approval of a new
law - passed by the legislature last
March - that prosecutes sexual har-
assment in the
workplace. This law,
presented by a woman
. legislator, had very
. strongoppositioninside
he House of Represen-
tatives, but it was fi-
nally approved due to
the strong networking
support of the feminist
organisations in Puerto
Rico.

Finally, | must under-
line the importance of
the feminist work that is going on at
the University of Puerto Rico. Onthe
Rio Piedras campus, there is a group
(CERES) attached to the Social
Research Centre, mainly devoted to
academic research. On the Cayey
campus is the Women’s Studies
Project. (Note: this project - Pro
Mujer - was described in the last
issue of CAFRA News, ed.)

These groups (the ones inside the
University and outside it) are of tre-
mendous value to the feminist move-
ment. . Feminist ideas are already a
part of our daily life, but we still lack
effective and strong ways to educate
more men and women on our issues.
In a society like ours, with tremen-
dous technological developments and
one of the highest consumption pat-
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terns in the Caribbean, we must
emphasisc that progress and devel-
opment involve more than “economic
prosperity”. There is no development
when there is not fair and equal treat-
ment for all human beings. In this
sense, research, dissemination and
education are three of the most im-
portanttasks thatfeminist groups have
ahead.

Yamila Azize

Guadeloupe, French
Guiana and Martinique

The period immediately following
World War |l (1944-47) fostered an
awareness in women of their roles in
society, and they began to reflect on
their condition as women.

Atthattime, agroup of women, among
whom were certain active commu-
nists like Jeanne Lero from Martin-
ique and Gerty Archimede from
Guadeloupe, created the first femi-
nist-type organisations o existinthose
islands outside the political parties.
These organisations were the Union
des Femmes de Martinique (UFM -
Union of Martiniquean Women) cre-
ated in June 1944, and the Union des
Femmes Guadeloupeennes (UFG -
Union of Guadeloupian Women) es-
tablished in July-August 1947.

The women’s liberation movement in
Europe, the globalisation of women'’s
problems with the International
Women’s Year (1975) and the U.N.
decade brought about the creation of
some women’s groups and associa-
tions, and dynamised others, nota-

bly: the Mouvement des Femmes de
Guyane (MFG-Movementof Women
of French Guiana), in 1974; the Comite
Permanent de Soutien aux Femmes
Agressees (CPSFA - Permanent
Committee of Support for Battered
Women), in 1978; the feminist centre
‘Femme Avenir' in Martinique, which
has renewed activities since 1978;
the creation of service clubs such as
the Soroptimist Clubs in the three
territories; the emergence of groups
of female managers inMartinique and
Guadeloupe; and working groups
structured around problems concern-
ing women in the Family Planning
Association and the Family Centre for
Study, Documentation, Information
and Training of the Family in Martin-
ique and Guadeloupe.

The UFM began as the Martiniquan
sectionofthe Unionof French Women,
but has been functioning as an au-
tonomous organisation since the
1960s in Fort de France and other
Jistricts, and produces a newspaper,
Martiniquan Women. Its activities are
centred around the defense of the
rights of women, children and the
family; the political, economic and
social situation in Martinique; and
international solidarity and the struggle
for peace.

The UFG manages a permanent
women’s education centre, the ‘Soli-
tude Centre’, established withthe help
of the city of Pointe-a-Pitre. This is
one means that the organisation has
of disseminating information. It aisc
develops its main themes in a
newspaper, Madras. These are:
conscientisation of women and
women's specific problems; chang-
ing life in our society - the political,

economic and social situationandthe
problem of decolonisation in Guade-
loupe; and the struggle for peace.

The MFG was created in 1974 at the
time whensome Guianese were being
held prisoners in the Prison de la
Sante in Paris. Their newsletter,
Guyanaise, is centred around such
priorities as the struggle against
unemployment and the high cost of
living, cultural identity and the life of
women in rural areas.

The CPSFA was created in 1978 in
Martinique following two cases of
crimes of violence against women.
The association struggles against the
numerous violent crimes against
women in Fort de France and sur-
rounding areas. It also mobilizes
around specific women’s problems
and has given new impetus to the
celebration of 8 March in Martinique.
All of this is done through its
newspaper, n nm
Doubout.

The achievements of the feminist
movement in the French West Indies
can be considered positive. Women
have benefitted legally through meas-
ures that have been taken by the
French government following pres-
sure by French women and action
taking place in our territories. How-
ever, inequalities remain flagrantfrom
the point of view of qualifications,
professional training and job access.
Sexual information is far from gen-
eral, and the macho concept is still
very strong.

The priorities of the four organisa-

Continued on following page
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MARCH 1989

Survival and Resistance: Black
Womeninthe Americas, March 1989,
Schomburg Centre, New York. A
regional conference on the contribu-
tion of black women to the making of
the Americas is being held by the
Schomburg Centre for Re-

search in Black Culture,

vard, New York, NY 10037, U.S.A.
(and see p. 21).

MAY 1989

Creative Writing Seminar Thé CAFRA

Women's History project is holding a
2-week Creative Writing Seminar in
Trinidad and Tobago in May 1989

(exact dates still to

which is engaged in collect-
ing, preserving and promot-
ing black culture world-wide.
The conference is intended
to identify the areas which
should be addressed by an
exhibition of the same name
to be held in 1991, to collect

be finalised). The
seminar is meant to
help struggling writ-
ers focus on their
medium, in particular
poetry, the short story
and oral histories,
through intensive tu-

materials and information toring apd workshops
and to network with women by.publnshed women
and women'’s groups for the wntqrs. Avallable
purpose of sourcing suitable funding can accomo-

material for exhibit. For further infor-
mation, contact Miriam Jimenez
Roman, Research Co-ordinator,
Schomburg Centre for Research in
Black Culture, 515 Malcolm X Boule-

date a maximum of 20 participants.
Interested women should submit an
application which includes a back-
ground of efforts at writing and ex-
amples of work done. The deadline
for applications is 15 March, 1989.

eetings Conferences, Fellowships,

MAY - JUNE 1989°

Summer Institute on Gender and
Development Saint Mary’s Univer-
sity and Dalhousie University will of-
fera Summer Institute on Gender and
Development, May 29-June 23 1989,
as part of their joint International De-
velopment Studies programme (IDS).
The Institute is funded by the Interna-
tional Development Research Centre
(IDRC) in Oftawa. The course will
discuss the subject of gender and
development in developing countries
and in Canada. It aims to help stu-
dents develop theirtheoretical under-
standing, research skills, and policy
analysis in this field of study. The
course is open to honours and gradu-
ate students as well as to non-degree
participants who meet the course
qualifications. Applications should
be received by February 1, 1989.
Scholarshipsfor Third World students
are available on a competitive basis.
Contact Women and Development
Unit, International Development Stud-
ies, Saint Mary’s University, Halifax,
Nova Scotia, Canada B3H 3C3.

French Caribbean
continued from previous page

tions, therefore, are: the education of
girls; professional training of women;
the creation of day-care centres and
nurseries with appropriate hours:
creation of recreational facilities; im-
provements in housing; and the de-
fense of battered women and chil-
dren.

However, over the past two years, we
have witnessed a certain stagnation

inthe struggle of women. Why is this?

Is it due to the fact that successive
French governments have integrated
some of the demands of the feminist
movement into their policies? Or is it
due to the fact that our societies are
slow to change and discourage the
attempts of the many middle class
women who started the movement?
Or is it due to women's lack of confi-
dence intheir own sisters (no women
having been elected to posts of high
responsibility)?

The future of the women’s movement

seems to be in the trade union move-
ment. The social sectors that are
dynamic are those that are entirely or
mostly dominated by women, such as
the hotel industry, domestic employ-
ment and the public service.

However,despite this, the problems
of mobilization remain real.

Cecile Celma (translated by Jasmine

| Huggins)
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The Women's Forum, a recently
formed Barbadian group (see p. 31)
has issued the following statementon
the 5th anniversary of the invasion of
Grenada:

The Women’s Forum uses the fifth
anniversary of the violent break-up of
the People's Revoluticnary Govern-
ment, and the equally violentinvasion
of Grenada, to record our dissatisfac-
tion with developments since the
invasion and to make recomrnenda-
tions for change.

The Women’'s Forum, a group of
women dedicated to analysing and
working towards progressive change
in the Caribbean, directs
attentionto the urgent need
for national and regioral
action on events shaping
Grenada’s future.
Foliowing the overthrow of
the PRG, the United States
of America confiscated and
continues to hold critical
documents belongingtothe
government and people of
Grenada.

Absence of these docu-
ments creates a vacuum
which is unjustified and
socially damaging espe-
.cially to young Grenadians
growing up with experi-
ences only of annual cele-
brations of the landing of
American troops, and no
record of the gains made
by Grenadians during 1979-
1983.

The absence of twenty-five
tons of government docu-
ments constitutes a major

S tatement on Grenada

gap in the Grenada government's

“ability to analyse the economic plan-

ning of the PRG and to formulate
policy

Control of this material makes the
USA andwhoever it chooses to make,,
privy to it the only source of hardinfor-
mation and interpretation on Gre-
nada’s history during this period. Car-
ibbean scholarship is again denied
the basic right of documenting the
people’s history from the people’s
perspective. Continued USA control
also increases opportunities for tam-
pering with records.

The Women's Forurm urges the Gre-
nadian government 1o recognise the
loas of Grenadian lives during the
1583 crisis. The Primne Minister ofthe
coulitry was assassinated along with
members of his cabinet. The Women's
Forum regrets that the only official
recognition of lives fost in Grenada''s
the prominent plaques on the two
campuses of the St. George’s Univer-
sity School of Medicine honouring
American soldiers killed during the
invasion. We recommend that the
Grenadian government provide offi-
cial acknowledgement of the loss of
Grenadian lives, otherwise Grenadi-
ans cannot begin the process of na-
tional healing.

¥ The Women’s Forum recom-
mends to the Grenadian gov-
ernmentthat they rename the
Point Salines Airport the
Maurice Bishop International
Airport. Bishop and his ad-
ministration implemented as
its b'ggest capital investment
project the construction of an
international airport. Thiswas
to replace the inadequate
Pearls airstrip and provide the
necessary infrastructure to
increase trade andtourism. It
is ironic that this airport is now
the main plank of the tourism
development strategy of the
New National Party (NNP)
government. The Women'’s
Forum sees this renaming as
an appropriate acknowledge-
ment of the foresight and
planning of Maurice Bishop
and his government.
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Readers may recall that the March
and June issues of CAFRA News
gave notice of a forthcoming ‘Femi-
nist Encuentro of the Caribbean lIs-
lands’, to be held in the Dominican
Republic in mid-1989. This meeting
has now been postponed, as the fol-
lowing extracts from a letter received
by the CAFRA office in November ex-
plains:

SN
(The Committee charged with organi-
sing the Encuentro is unable) to host
it on the proposed dates for the fol-
lowing reasons:

1. We don't want the Encuentro to be
undertaken by only two or three is-
lands, and thus far, most of the Carib-
bean women and groups towhomthe
proposalwas sent haven'tresponded.
2. Without support from the whole, it
is difficult for the provisional interna-
tional committee to carry out its work.
3. Setting up such an event as this
one requires a substantial amount of
funds, which we were not sure couid
be obtained in the period of time
remaining.

4. An event of such importance re-
quires careful planning, aswell as the
establishment of awider communica-

aribbean Encuentro

tions network so that information may
reach allthe islands. Thisis a lengthy
process which we doubt can be ac-
complished by next year.

5. As to the possibility of holding the
event in the following year, two ob-
stacles arise: first, the Dominican
national elections are to be field in
1990 and the political outlook for the
period is somewhat uncertain; sec-
ond, the Fifth Latin
American Encuentro is
scheduled to take place
in Buenos Aires that
year.

Forthe reasons outlined
above, we've come to
the conclusion that we
would not be able to host
the Encuentro in either
of the next two years.
We do, however, wel-
come the challenge for 1991, unless
another country is willing to assume
responsiblity for organising it at an
earlier date. If so, we would appreci-
ate your letting us know as soon as
possible so that both the international
committee and the national group now
preparing the Encuentro for 1991 can
redefine their tasks.

At the present time, and in prepara-
tion for the regional event, we are in
the process of organising the First
National Feminist Encuentro, now
scheduled for the summer of 1989.

With hope that the dream of this
Caribbean meeting so many of us
share may come true, we send our
warmest sisterly greetings. For the
Dominican organising commission,

Sagrada Bujosa and Sergia Galvan.

[S...

Vacancy

Accountant

(full-time)

Qualifications and experi-
ence required:
(i) A.C.C.A/C.P.A.or

‘equivalent;

(ii) familiarity with computers
a must; and

(iii) minimum 3 years experi-

ence. Auditing background
preferable.

Please send detailed C.V. to
the CAFRA office by
15 February, 1989.

WOMEN WORKING
WORLDWIDE

an organisation which
supports the struggles of
women workers internationally
through information exchange
seeks contact with individuals,
groups or trade unions working
and/or organising in the global
micro-electronics industry for
contributions to a handboook for
women working in the industry:
We're especially interested in
examples of organising actions
(whether formal or informal,
successful or not) which will
strengthen the struggles for better-
rights and conditions in all
countries.
Please write to: WWW, PO Box 92,
Upper Street, London N1 1RQ,
England
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Ten years later ... WAND's 10th
Anniversary Celebrations

Barbados, 7-11 November, 1988

For those of us who have been in-
volved in the Caribbean women’s
movement over the last ten years, the
10th Anniversary Consultation and
Symposium of the Women and De-
velopment Unit (WAND) was certainly
a historic milestone. The initial part of
this two-part event, the three-day
Consultation, was limited to repre-
sentatives of selected women'’s or-
ganisations of the region. The
two-day Symposium which
followed incorporated a wider
representation of regional
and international agencies
and organisations.

The Consultation was par-
ticularly significant, as it pro-
vided an opportunity for the
growingwomen’s movement
inthe Commonwealth Carib-
bean to evaluate its prog-
ress, strengths, weaknesses,
gains andlosses andtobegin
charting strategies for the
future.

While for some of us im-

mersed in the movement its exis-
tence is never in question, the Con-
sultation reminded us of the large
constituency of organised women, let
alone women not involved in organ-
isations, who have been only margin-
ally touched by the new women’s
movement and by feminist discourse
and action. Of particular importance
were the large number of women
organised in religious, trade union
and political party-based organisa-

lonference Reports

tions, some of whom were exposed
forthe first time at this Consultation to
the issues raised by the movement.

At the same time, some of the repre-
sentatives of these organisationsgave
us the feeling that they were now
ready to take on this aspect of their
struggle, if the right kind of advice and
support could be made available from
sister organisations.

The request by Cynthia Satney of the
St. Lucia Union of Teachers, for ex-
ample, for support in the struggle for
the rights of unmarried teachers was

Peggy Antrobus (right) at the closing ceremony

one such case in point.

Those of us present will never forget
the historic declarations made by
women of various political parties of
the region, varying from left to centre.
They all recognised the need for
women to oveércome party divisions
and work together in their own inter-
ests as women and for the Caribbean
people in general.

Female loyalty and allegiance to male-
dominated structures - party, trade
union, organised religion - was iden-
tified as a major issue for considera-
tion by the movement in this sub-
region in the future.

Juxtaposed against these mass or-
ganisations of women were the
smaller feminist-oriented women’s
groups. Examples of these included
The Group of Trinidad and Tobago,
SISTREN of Jamaica, the Belize Rural
Women’s Association (BRWA) and
the regionalfeminist network, CAFRA.

Whatbecame clearfrom
these discussions was
the relatively smaller
size/membership of
these organisations vis-
a vis those mentioned
earlier. In spite of their
small size, however,
these groups have
sometimes performed a
vanguard-type function
by raising key feminist
and wider social issues
such as sexualviolence,
free trade zones and
media exploitation of
women’s bodies. This
has had the effect of
radicalising or ‘feministising’ (if we
may coin a new word) some of the
traditional women’s groups and the
wider society. This has been achieved
through a variety of mechanisms and
media, including the use of theatre,
newspapers, public forums and cam-
paigns.

One conclusionwhich could be drawn
fromthisis that the practice which has
already developed in this sub-region
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of collaboration between feminist and
traditional women’s organisations,
such as the YWCA, Business and
Professional Women’s Club, etc. has
to be strengthened and widened to
incorporate structural programmes
with women organised in the mass
organisations discussed earlier.

Another issue raised was that of
special interest groups of women,
groups which have not as yet re-
ceived adequate attention from the
regional women’s movement. In this
case, the two groups identified were
the aged/elderly and disabled women.
The presence in this Consultation of
two stalwart representatives of these
groups - Sybil Francis and Nathalie
Giraudel - ensured that these women
had a voice.

All of these discussions took place

within the wider context of the present
(Third World) economic crisis and the
policies of structural adjustment which
have been adopted to varying de-
grees in most of our countries. This
theme was carried over into the 2-day
Symposium and elaborated upen in
the Keynote presentation of Profes-
sor Rex Nettleford, head of the Uni-
versity of the West Indies Extra Mural
Department of which WAND is a unit,
andthe panelpresentations of DAWN
(Developing Alternatives for Women
Now) and

PACCA (Policy Alternatives for the
Caribbean and Central America) on
‘Alternative Visions forthe Caribbean'.

For me, this 5-day meeting marked in
an embryonic way the emergence of
a new feminist politics in our region: a
politics which challenges traditional
notions of power andthe organisation

of power structures in society. Most
participants, however, were a bit dis-
appointed that a new economics or
political economy was not visible on
the horizon. The new feminist politics
is nowhere without a viable economic
base. The call for economic alterna-
tives was loudly made on the last day
of the Symposium - alternatives which
do not necessitate the exploitation of
oppressed classes and ethnic groups
or of women by men. And an eco-
nomics which is not antagonistic to
mother nature/the environment. This
to me is one of the greatest chal-
lenges still facing our movement as
change at one level is only possible
with change at the other.

Rhoda Reddock

Continued on following page.

in The Hague, Holland.

ews, News, News

Help for Hurricane Victims

Money was collected from participants at the 10th Anniversary Celebrations of WAND (see p. 28 ) for victims
of Hurricane Gilbert in Jamaica. Hearing that the meeting had received an appeal from Nicaragua for
assistance in the wake of Hurricane Joan, however, a decision was made by the Jamaican sisters present
to give the entire sum collected to victims of that storm living on the Atlantic Coast of Nicaragua, the majority
of whom are descendants of Jamaican migrants.

Secretariat Members Move on

Ramabai Espinet, previously a member of the CAFRA Secretariat and Co-ordinator of the Women'’s History
Project, has moved to Canada and is working with the Centre for Caribbean Dialogue. Gemma Tang Nain,
who wasthe National Representative for Trinidad and Tobago, is now studying at the Institute of Social Studies
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11l Meeting of the Women’s Conti-
nental Front Against Intervention,
October 3-7, 1988, Havana, Cuba.

Onbehalf of CAFRA, | attended the lll
Meeting of the Women’s Continental
Front Against Intervention, whichwas
held at the International Conference
Centre in Havana Cuba.

I left Trinidad and Tobago on Wednes-
day 28 September for Jamaica, along
with four representatives of other
organisations. Here, | attended a
meeting of the Women’s Research
and Outreach Centre (WROC), at
which | delivered greetings from
CAFRA and explained the role of the
association. | was also pleased to
present them with a box of foodstuffs
and clothing collected by the CAFRA
Secretariat for distribution among
families who were affected by Hurri-
cane Gilbert. In Jamaica, the sisters
were kindly hosted by members of
Sistren Theatre Collective.

The contingent arrived in Cuba on 29
September. The next day, a meeting
of the Caribbean representatives was
held so that we could introduce our-
selves and develop a spirit of solidar-
ity. These representatives consisted
of: one from Antigua; three from Haiti;
eleven from Jamaica; three from
Suriname; two from Guyana; and five
from Trinidad and Tobago.

The conference, which lasted for five
days, with one day dedicated exclu-
sively to tours, was attended by 1,200
delegates from Latin America and the
Caribbean, alongwith observersfrom
other countries such as the\U.S.A.,
Italy, Australia, Czechoslovakia,

Namibia, Germany and The Phillip-
nes.

-the Front; and (iii) to develop a strat-

sing abilities. In addition to the con-
ference, we were entertained with
several cultural and fashion shows
pressing problems of women of the | and exhibitions, including a dress
Caribbean; (i) strengthening the | rehearsal of the National Ballet of
struggles and encouraging solidarity; | Cuba. We also visited and were en-
(iiiy strengthening ties and develog— tertained by the women operating at
ing the network of the ievel of general mem-
women'’s organisations bershipinthe FMC,andtours
in the region; (iv) in- were arranged to places of
creasingthe awareness  interest in accordance with
of mutualconcerns; and our choices.

(v) the promotion and
strengthening of the
work of the Front.

iThe basic objectives realised by this
conference (from my own point of
view) were: (i) the debating of the

The conference was closed
by the Head of State, Com-
mander in Chief Fidel Cas-
tro, who held a reception for
the delegates at the Palace of the
Revolution.

Centre for
Women's Resources

The delegates were
separated into workshops according
to their choice of topic. The topics
(whichwere discussedinaccordance
with given guidelines) were: (i)
Women in Politics; (i) Women and
the Crisis; and (iii) Communications.
I chose to attend the first of these, and
made two presentations: one on the
way women are perceived in politics
in Trinidad and Tobago, and the other
on the topic of solidarity. | attempted
to show how CAFRA promotes soli-
darity among women’s organisations
and individual feminists through its
role and function.

This conference enabled me to meet
and speak with a diverse number of
women belonging to several organ-
isations and therefore develop new
links for CAFRA. CAFRA News was
disseminated, but | regret that more
copies were not made available to me
for distribution and that we could not
supply newsletters in Spanish.

By reason of its aims and objectives
and its work, | see CAFRA as the
Caribbean counterpart of the
Women’s Continental Front Against
Intervention. It is therefore neces-
sary for CAFRA to decide whether
and how it will accept the challenge to -
establish itself as a priority co-ordi-
nating point or base of solidarity for
women’s organisations in the Carib- ;
bean, and the major bridge between
the women’s movement in the region
and the world at large, including the
Women’s Continental Front Against
Intervention.

| also attended a meeting of black
women who were in attendance at
the conference, the stated objectives
of which were: (i) to analyse the
situation of black women in Latin
America and the Caribbean; (ii) to
develop a proposal to be submitted to

egy of communication among our-
selves.

The Federation of C_:ubanv Women
(FMC) who hosted this conference

Karen Bart-Alexander
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Women's Healtti Workshops

The Women’s Progressive Organisa-
tion (WPQj has embarked on a series
of seminars which are gearad io assist
rural women with facts pertaining to
sex education, family planning and
menopause. These semars will
serve to educate women about ques-
tions of their bodies especially in view
of the fact that abortions in Guyana
are not done legally at government-
owned hospitals. As a result, many
women who have become pregnant
and cannot afford to have an abortion
at a private hospital, are resorting to
out-dated methods which can impair
them severely. Few have any idea of
birth control methods. While there
are family planning clinics in some

parts of the country, there is still a

need for de-centralisation whereby
this type of education can reach outto
more womlen.

Ourexperience has shownthat social
workers in the WPO have come up
against many young women in the
country areas who are ashamed or
embarrassed to discuss sex openly.
Therefore, we see it as an urgenttask
to discuss this matterwith them inthe
hope that initial barriers can be bro-
ken down and then it will be easier for
frank discussions to take place. It is
not an easy task. However, each
worker uses her own techniot -
reaching out to the women. <
start by “gaffing” with them abo:.
mutual interests and then gradually
introduce the topics. Once the initial
barrier is broken down, women tend

i

arifem Update

to ask many questions about all as-
pects of sex life.

Once thisperiodis over, a programme
is planned whereby a medical expent
gives a leciure to the women, fol-
lowed up by discussions at a later
stage. 4

The subject of menopause is one
which has not engaged enough at-
tention of medical personnel here, in
dealing with women who are going
through that period of their life. We
feel that there is a definite need for
this type of dialogue since a certain
section of women, especially those
coming from the underprivileged
group, are the ones prone to this lack
of understanding of the different
changes taking place in their bodies.
The WPO in a series of lectures on
this subject last year found that
many women in the rural areas
were ignorant of menopause
and expressed amazement
whenthe doctors referred
to symptoms which
they all agreed they
had had or were hav- g
ing.
Womencomplained of
how much money they spent on
doctors’ bills because they thought
they had some serious iliness.
Therefore, we feel that this type of
education is vital for the underprivi-
legedwomenwho are unable to spend
much needed cash when a little edu-
cation can solve the problems. These
seminars are on-going, and we see
them as projects that can assist
iremendously.

Indra Chandarpal

Coalition Against Domestic
Violence

The Trinidad and Tobage Coalition
against Domestic Violence was for-
mally launched in Port of Spain in
October 1988. The Coalition com-
prisesthree non-governmental organ-
isations which were established in re-
sponse to the problem of violence
against women and children: the
Halfway House, the Rape Crisis
Society and The
Shelter.

—{ Dawna Gallaer

According to Annette Rahael, Secre-
tary/Treasurer of the Coalition, the
groups decided to unite since they
were working for the same cause and
competing for the same limited re-
sources. The objectives of the Coa-
lition include sensitizing and educat-
ing the public on the problem of
domestic violence as well as raising
funds to assist organisations which
provide services for the victims of
domestic violence.

It has been found in other countries
that the incidence of domestic vio-
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lence decreases when people be-
come aware of whatitis and what can
be done about it. Thus the first activ-
ity of the Coalition was to initiate
Domestic Violence Awareness month
in October, during which various ac-
tivities were held including public
lectures, radio andtelevision program-
mes and exhibits in shopping malls
throughout Trinidad.

The Rape Crisis Society runs the
Rape Crisis Centre in Port of Spain.
The Centre was set up in November
1984 and provides counselling serv-
ices for survivors of crimes of sexual
violence and public education pro-
grammes. It is partly funded by the
Caribbean Conference of Churches
(CCC) and the United Nations Devel-
opment Fund for Women (UNIFEM).

The Halfway House, a shelter for
battered women and children, was
set up in April 1986 by tri¢ Business
and Professional Women’s Club of
South Trinidad. It caters to 20-30
persons at atime. Residents stay up

they receive counselling and assis-
tance. The shelter costs TT$8,000
per month to maintain and its contin-
ued operation depends on fund-rais-
ing activities and donations from the
public. A

The Shelter, a home for battered
women and children in Port of Spain,
has been in operation for just over a
year. |t is run by a group of women
and is funded by private donations
and volunteers. Residents can stay
for up to four months and receive
counselling and assistance in budg-
eting, stress management, assertive-
ness training and life skills.

BARBADOS

The Women’s Forum

The Women’s Forum is a recently
formed body of women in Barbados
dedicatedto analysing Barbadianand
Caribbean society and working to-

wards progressive change. Their

major objectives are:

-to strengthen women’s voices in
discussions of political, economic,
social and cultural developments;

- to provide a forum for concerned,
progressive Barbadian and Caribbean
women to express their views on the
socio-political economy of Barbadian
and Caribbean society; and

- to influence policy makers exposed
traditionally and primarily to the views
of men.

Fromtime to time, the Forum plansto
release statements on issues impor-
tant to Barbadian and Caribbean
society. The first of these is featured
on p. 27. For further information,
contact Diane Cummins, Chairper-
son, TheWomen’s Forum, Pegwell
Park, Christ Church, Barbados.
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CARIBBEAN ASSOCIATION FOR FEMINIST
RESEARCH AND ACTION

We are an organisation of ieminist researchers
and activists committed to understanding the
relationship between the oppression of women
and other forms of exploitation in the society and
who are working actively.to change this situation.

Members of CAFRA define feminist politics
as both a matter of consciousness and of action.

PRIORITY RESEARCH/
ACTION AREAS

PRIORITY AREAS FOR RESEARCH

(i) The Caribbean Basin Initiative.

(ii) Population Control Policies in the Caribbean.

(iii) Peace in the Caribbean.

(iv) History of women’s labour and struggle in the
region.

(v) Women’s cultural expression as an instrument
for the building of power.

(vi) Sexual violence.

(vii)) Women and trade.

(viii) Social and Economic conditions of women.

(ix) Women in Caribbean Agriculture.

(x) Caribbean family forms:— history, present
trends and future directions.

(xi) Women in Caribbean Literature.

(xii) A directory of feminists and female pro-
fessionals in the Caribbean region.

EAFRA

STRUCTURE OF CAFRA

1. The Secretariat
(a) The Executive
Co-ordinator - Rawwida Baksh-Soodeen
Admin. Assistant - Tina Johnson
F
(b) The Committce
- Patricia Mohammed
- Gaietry Pargass
- Stephanie Pile
- Rhoda Reddock
- Cathy Shepherd

2. The National Representatives-

Belize - Diane Haylock

Dominica - Noreen John

Guyana - Indra Chandarpal

Jamaica - Joan French

Martinique - Liliane Marchal

St. Vincent and the Grenadines - Nelcia Robinson
Suriname - Marja Naarendorp

Trinidad and Tobago - Karen Bart- Alexander

In the following countries, CAFRA has members but no

appointed National Representatives: Anguilla, Bahamas, Barbados,
Canada, Curacao, Dominican Republic, England, Guadeloupe,
Puerto Rico, St. Croix, The Netherlands and U.S.A.

MEMBERSHIP

Open to women living in the Caribbean and Caribbean women
living abroad who support CAFRA'’s general aims and objectives.

Annual Membership Fee

Individuals: 25 units in currency of residence
Organisations: 35 units in currency of residence

(Payable by cheque, money order or cash in currency of residence or US
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