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whether last week's total of accidents was average or above average 

or below average, it is a dreadful and depressing state of affairs. 

And I think one of the most dreadful things about it is that we seem 

to be getting used to this sort of think. Many of us look on it as 

though it is natural for people to be killed and maimed on our 

roads. And so many of these accidents are head-on collisions, which 

means that nobody involved wanted to give way to the other person 

on the road. I really think it is time we motorists took stock of 

ourselves and find out whether we really are the thoughtful and 

decent and responsible people we like to think we are. We lIRlBt put 

an end to this horror on the roads. 

And now let me deal briefly with another touchy subJect. A 

listenar has asked me to comment on Mr. Wills Isaacs' warning, whivh 

he gave out on Tuesday of last week, that the Jamaica Telephone 

Company may be replaced by one of the largest and most efficient 

telephone companies in the world. My listener wanted to know whether 

Mr. Isaacs was speaking for the Government and whether Government is 

thinking along those line. My answer is that I frankly do not know 

what the Govern1DBnt's thinking is on this subject. I think Mr. IsaaCB 

was expressing his own personal opinion. But I also think that when 

a Minister of Government expresses a personal opinion there is likely 

to be more to it than when a private individual does so. I certainly 

think Mr. Isaacs expressed a very popular opinion when he complained 

of the inefficiency of our telephone service. My own hope is that the 

Telephone Company will take this to heart and try to establish beater 

relations with the public. At the moment~ its relations with the 

public are certainly not the happiest. Goodnight. 
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No 212·4 
l 
' 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Nov lat 6.lSp.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking .. 

Good evening: In these daya of hip;h and rising prices it is 

very interesting to know that there e places and products where 

prices are actually going down. I ·know people in Jamaica will find 

i a little hard to believe, but it is a fact. One international 

tood company has this year cut the prices of 23 of the it~ms it puts 
~ 

on the market. 

The company ts called Birds Eye Foods, and it does an enormous 

and world-wide business in frozen toods. It sells meats, fish, . 
egetablee and fruit in frozen packages. Indeed, I am sure many t 

you ha.ve ·seen pa,ckets of 1'irds Eye Foods in your favourite 

Now Birds Ey is just one of a number of companies do1n 
in 

business x~ frozen foods. And frozen foods, as you know, as 

become really big business. Last year the frozen ood business 

earned ~6 million in Brita alone. This year earnings up•• 

£10 million and it is estimated that people in Britain alone w 

buy £46 million worth. or frozen food. This is big business and 

Eye Foods contPola about 70% of that business. 

One of the reasons why Birds Eye Foods is going so well is 

because its prices are popular with the consumers. Gompettt1on 

the frozen food market is stiff, and· the English or American ho 

wife compares prices very carefully before she buys. S~e wants 

highest quality she can get for the lowest possible price. And 

dealers in frozen foods have to O,Q. peje for her cu 

· ber the best uality at the lowest pri e. Birds 

offered her more attractive shopping at more attractive pries 
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and that is why it still controls 70% of the market. Also, Birds 

Eye offers the housewife •m- more than 40 different products from 

which to choose. It is possibl e for a housewife to get everything 

she needs - starting with soup or fish, going through a meat course, 

with salad and fruit~ and end ing up with the most delicat e sweet -

it is possible for her to get everything she needs for a 6 6r 8 

course dinner party out of Birds Eye packets, And she can get all 

this at a price which would make Jamaican housewives green with 

envy. 

But. in spite of all this Birds Eye has so far cut its prices 

23 times this year. The prices on some items were cut by as little 

as a penny a packet and oth ers by as much as 8d a packet. The price 

of a packet of frozen r aspberries - for instance - was cut from 

3/2d to 2/6 last month. Can you i magine anything like this happening 

in Jamaica today? 
its 

The company says it can do this because :tk• workers have 

developed more skill at their jobs, and because it has developed 

new techniques. It also says that the more it sell s of any single 

item the smaller the price it can charge for that item. In other 

words, efficiency and volume means a reduction in prices. And these 

people know t hat they are making a goodwill investment when they 

transfer these gains to the consumer by cutting t heir pr ices. 

I think there are many firms and organi sation in Jamaica which 

can gainfully fo l low the Birds Eye example. Many of our prices are · 

unnecessarily high because our merchants want a killi ng profit every 

time: and the cost - of -living goes u and up. It can be brought down . 

Goodnight. 
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No 213 

NEWS COMMENTARY 

" l)Ro a ccldent s-
2) Telephone a _ l g By Wills Isaacs 

For t r ansmis s ion on 
Wednesday Nov 2 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Last week I decided t o try and keep a day-by-day 

record of the number of accidents on our r to,.aa for one week: so 

between Monday and b:i:li&J Saturday of last week I kept a note of 

every accident which was reported in the press. The list is in front 

of me now and it makes depressing reading. 
there were that 

On Monday/1 6 people were hurt 1n a collision between two truck 

near Bath in St. Thomas; and also a report of a collision between 

a police truck and two care in Manchester. Qn Tuesday two accidents 

were reported: one on the Lime Hall-St. Ann's Bay road and the other 

one two miles from Pay Pen. On Wednesday we had a collision between 

a kerosene-tanker and a car on the Bog Walk Road and a car overturnirg 

two miles from Yalla.hs. On Thursday there was no report of any 

accident . But on Friday a sideman was killed by the truck on which he 

worked . On Saturday a J .o.s. bus was reported to have knocked down 

a man wholater died and a ear killed a ten-year-old schoolgirl . 

So there you have it. In six days we had nine accidents on our 

roads . In most of them people were injured. In three of them people 

died. This is a frightening state of affairs. It is a dangerous 

state of affairs. The question is: was last week exceptional? Is it 

exceptional for u s to have nine accidents on our roads a week? Is it 

egceptional for us to have three people killed and a score or more 

injured on our road a week? I cannot give a clear hard and fast 

answer without a lot mO'!'e research, but already in one day - on Mond~ 

of t h is week - two people have died in road accidents. The truth i s, 
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No 216 Manley on Race and ~olour in Jamaica 

NEWS COMiv'iENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Nov 5 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I am sure most of you will remember t hat on Frid~ 

and Saturday of la.st week I dealt with Sir Alexander Bustamante's 

views on race and colour prejudice in Jamaica. Sir Alexander, you 

will remember, had written an article in the Gleaner under the 

heading: "This Menace to our Future". In that article he had set out 

the two great principle which had guided his political life. In that 

article he also called on ~,r. Manley to join him and denounce the 

r acial prejudic,ie which seemed to be creeping into Jamaican life. 

This dangerous development of racialism in Jamaica, Busta felt, 

should be treated as an issue that was above party politics and party 

loyalties. He wante q it treated as a bi-partisan national matter 

on which both major parties are agreed. 

It now turns out that this is, in fact, an issue on which the 

two parties agree. On Monday of this week¥~. Manley eminded us, 
• 

in a statement to the Gleaner, that he had attated his position and 

the position of his party as far back as on September tbe 18th, 
• • 

roughly a month earlier than Busta's article was published. And 

of course, the moment I saw Manley's statement in the Gleaner I 

remembered the statement he had broadcast on September the 18th. 

I am sure m t of you remembered it too. It was broadcast over both 

radio s tations. Do you remember his words: 

"Ugly forces are rising in our country. All over t he land people 

have begun to preach race hatred - colour against colour, race 

agains t race. Movements are being formed dedicated to the destruction 

of the very idea of inter-racial harmony. I could understand that 
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''Dear S:tr, I listen f r equently to your news commentary and I 

found the series on your impressions of Trinidad very interesting . 

the one that struck me most however was the one during which you told 

of ftadio Trinidad giving an hour-long broadcast of the daily happeni® 

and speeches in Parliament. 

"I was glad to know of this a s for a long time I have been wonderiil 

why something like this was not done here in Jamaica. So often we 

hear it mentionedethat not enough persons attend the me etings of the 

House of Representatives. This I dare say is because most Jamaicans 

have very little or no interest at all in politics and what goes on 

at l)lke Street . This I think is a great pity, as if more people were 

indeed interested in politics not only at election time but all alon& 

I dare say a good number of t he persons now in the House would never 

be there and some of the rather undignif ied behaviour w ld be 

eliminated from t he meetings of the House . 

"Sm I do hope that you may be able to persuade the Directors of 

R.J.R. to follow the examp le set by Radio Trinidad. I know that 

appr oval may have t o be had from the Government but I hope it will be 

adopted so as to make our peopl e more pol it i ally conscipua. This 1s 

needed all the more wi th t he quest ion of Federation and the forth-

coming referendum very much in the air . " • 

That 1s all I can quote from t his very interesting letter. Do 

let me know what you think of it. This lis t ener a l so suggests that 

Forum on Federation be on another night as most people want to go out 

and have fun on Saturday nights. I think t h is question of the relaticm 

between the people and t heir parliament is a very important one; so 

please let me know what you think. Goodnight. 
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So his poatoes arrived here on October 26th• five days before the 

permitted date. This means that Mr. Hosang had clearly broken an 

important condition of his permit. Now, the position of the Trade 

Administrator was very clear. He is there to see that all po•ato . 

importers bring in their potatoes on terms of equality, that no one 

gains any special advantage over anyone else; he is also there to 

see that anyone who breaks these rules are punished. From his point 

of view Mr. Hosang has broken the rules; and so Mr. Hosang's potatoes 

were held up till yesterday morning. As I have said, my SYJlpathies 

are with Mr. Hosang and I have gone into this whole matter carefully: 
\tv-'---

and my opinion is that was no special discrimination against Mr. 
\ 

Hosang. The important thing from the consumer's point of view is 

that the poaa~ees are in the island and in the stores. On Monday 

and Tuesday people were being charged 8d and 9d and lOd a pound 

for poaatoes. This was open profiteering because there was a 

shortage. Today we can get our potatoea at a reasonable and sensible 

price. 

The second aspect of this debate is something unhealthy in our 

society. Yesterday there was news that the farmers were attacking 

the Ministry of Trade and Industry and Mr. Wills Issacs in particular 

over the potato issue. The attack took the form of agriculture being 

against the merchants. To me this seems like carrying the struggle 

for the leadership inside a political party into our daily national 

affairs. This is wrong and dangerous. Inter-party struggles should be 

kept inside political parties. They should not be mi&ed up with 

the national life of a country. Goodnight. 
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No 214 The Potato Debate 

NEWS COMI"'.IENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Nov 3 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: You will remember that it was on Monday of this 

week that I told you about the potato debate. Well, since Monday 

there have been some very interesting developments in the great 

potato argument. 

First there has been the case of Mr. lAldley Hosang whose shipmert. 

of potatoes started off the debate. You will have seen in your papers 

of yesterday morning that Mr. Hosang claimed that his potatoes had 

not been released to him up to Wednesday morning. I had been 

following this particular case very carefully and I know that well 

before noon yesterday morning the Trade Board was ready to release 

Mr. Hosang's potatoes. In fact, around noon the trade bD!~xsmmkx:tlul 

Administrator's office took the unusual step of sending the release 

documents around to Mr. Hosang's office because they could not get 

him on the phone to let him know that he could collect hie potatoes. 

I also know that Mr. Hosang has charged the Trade Administrator with 

discriminating unfairly against him because other shipments of 

poaaties were released on November 1st while his shipment was held 

up until November t he senond. 

I have a great deal of sympathy for Mr. Hosang's position. He 

was enterprising, he ordered his potatoes well in advance and he 

risked a big chunk of money. He was obviously trying to be the first 

in the market and that is good mercantile initiative. But he made 

some mistakes as well. His most important mistake was that he did 

not inform his shippers that his permit stated very clearly that his 

potatoes were not to arrive in J amaica before the first of November. 
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No 215 Parliament, the People & Politics 

NEWS OOMMEN'TARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Nov 4 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: You will remember that it was in the week 

beginning Monday October the 17th that I told you about my trip to 

the south Caribbean. On Tuesday and Wednesday of that week I told 

you of the great changes which have taken place in Trinidad since 

Dr. Eric Williams' rise to power. You will remember I also told you 

how Eric Williams had used radio to bring the parliament of Trinidad 

and the people of Trinidad close together. F.ach evening when the 

Trinidad parliament was sitting, I told you, Trinidad's two radio 

stations carried an hour-long report of the proceedings in the house. 

In addition to this Eric Williams holds a weekly press conference 

where press and radio people can question him on any subject they 

liked. The only questions on which he wante ·" advance notice were 

those which required some research before he could answer them; apart 
t 

from that the press and radio people were free to throw any questions 

they liked at him. 

A number of people have expressed great interest in these 

comments of mine from the South Caribbean, and I have received a 

number of letters on the subject. One of these letters has struck 

me so much that I am going to read the important part of it to you. 

I should very much like you, the listeners, to let me know what you 

think of the ideas put forward in this letter. I am not going to give 

you this listener's name because he has asked me not to. Incidentally, 

I will never use anybody's name if they do not want me to, but it is 

important that I should know who my correspondents are. I cannot and 

will not use anonymous letters. Now let me read you t he letter: 
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sort of thing 20 years ago, but today I say bluntly that it is a 

dangerous throwback into the past that threatens to undermine and 

destroy one of the greatest and finest things we have ever tried to 

achieve." 

Manley's was as clear and uncopromising and noble a statement 

as was Busta's. Indeed, I think it is fair to say that on this 

question of race and racial discrimination the records of both 

leaders are noble and clean. They have neither of them preached 

hatred and prejudice. At the same time both have frankly recognised 

the fact that there was a time in Jamaica when the Negro was 

discriminated against, when he had hardly any opportunity, add when 

most of the best jobs and opportunities were closed to him. And both 

have worked mightily in the movement which has ended this state of 

affairs. So I think we can fairly say that Manley and Busta are 

agreed on this matter. 

Why then had most of us forgotten Manley's state,ment by the 

time we read Busta'e? I think there are two reasons. When Manley 

made his statement the country was just beginning to recover from the 

shock of the Red Hills-Sligoville manhunt for the Americans who 

wanted to bring a racialist revolution to Jamaica; and ~anley's words 

at the time were lost in the pattern of alarm and uncertainty. The 
~ <xkc, 'rt n. esc:; e f Me t<'r 1"-~Moir£S" ..8 ~ '<'.J~~e.'<a l '}'U '- /,·ty 

other reason is t.bat l:l.ie weras were eely 'e1oadca:et. '.Fbey were not 
e:,f ~ s~ t, \2 ~ 1'\ ~ . ~t>cld '"1 Vf O s-ro-. e hov:.e <fl 
~Pinte4 • . The spoken word is ttllusi ve, ~•av, R~ e:n- 1~_1 ese1on.,,•,,}rn'.08ae 

lrl-t f1'" ·€S. (Hl ~ .g Rn6 ~1eclr -e o ve r- cz.. loh, 'P e t-iocl trme . 
l'tihe ttrlnted word.a ie a -i'1ttle eha1pe11 • io 11) weald Be@ffl ChEtt we ft&ed 

'bets. top a,g~e'bhing to etick 1n the mtna. Goodnight. 
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No 217 Khrushchev and internal Russian politics 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday Nov 7 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: It was on Friday of last week that we first heard 

and read of the rumour. The rumour said that Mr. Khrushchev, the 

Russian Prime Minister had been deposed. The rumour said that Mr. 

Malenkov, who was the first man to become Prime Minister after the 

death of Stalin, had replaced Mr. Khrushchev. It also eaid that 

Marshall Zhukov, Russia's most famous living military hero, had worked 

with Mr. Malenkov and had been appointed State President. These 

rumours first started in Vienna, the capital of Austria, and qui kly 

spread throughout the world. And oddly enough they started in the 

highest Austrian government circles. This, of course, was big news. 

While the rumours lasted they overshadowed everything else. Even 

the American Presidential election news took second place on the 

front pages of the world's newspapers. 

The Russian news agency, Tass, which is no more and no lees than 

an instrument of official Soviet propaganda, denied these rumours 

and called them a lot of nonsense. But nobody in the outside world 

paid much attention to the Tass denial because everybody l'JleW that 

Tass could only say what it was told to say by Russia's propaganda 

bosses. 

Then, on Saturday, Mr. Khrushchev showed himself at Moscow 

airport at the bead of a welcoming committee to greet the president 

of Communist China who had gone to Moscow to take part in the 

celebrations of the 43rd anniversary of the Russian Revolution. 

Khrushchev took the opportunity to tell the Canddian Ambassador, 

Mr. David Johnson, "Well, I'm still here". 
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In the light of all this, what are we to think? What conclusions 

are we to draw. Some people are 1nc+1ned to say that there was 

nothing to the rumour. Khrushchev is still in the saddle and every­

thing in the Russian garden is lovely. I am not so sure that is the 

right conclusion to draw. 

In Russia things do not happen as they do in Britain or the 

United States or even bxJtx here in Jamaica. When there is a fight 

among Ministers in our government it soon becomes public property. 

The same sort of thing applies in Britain and the United States. 

In these countries the governments do not control what goes into the 

newspapers or over the radios. In Russia nothing goes into the 

newspapers, nothing goes over the radio without it first having been 

approved by the government. They have even reached the point where 

they control rumours. So I am satisfied that this rumour only got 

out to Austria because some highly placed person or persons wanted 

it to get out. I think a fair and reasonable guess is that a group 

did try to take away power from Khrushchev. I think they hoped for 

success and. so they made their bid and let out the rumour. And then 

I think they failed. I do not know if we will ever know how they 

made their bid for power unless the Russians want us to know. All 

we might hear is that something has happened to certain leading 

Russians: on the other hand, Khrushchev and company may want to make 

a show of the whole thing and there might then be a spectacular tria~ 

But I feel certain thete must have been some fire behind the Russian 

smoke of last Friday. Goodnight. 
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No 218 After the U.S. Elections 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Nov 8 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

( ~ j LJ-
Good evening: Some time this ::evenin~, if we de not already 

lmm.r it,- we will know the name of the next President of the United 

States. Now the question is: does it, in terms of our own interests 

here in Jamaica, matter very much to us whether the next President of 

the United States is Mr . Nixon or Mr. Kennedy? 

First let us •ee in what areas we can be affected . The most 

important single point where all of us can be affected is of coubse 

the question of war and peace . If the next President oft e United 

States handles foreign affairs in such a way that it leads to war 

between Russia and the United States then we will all be affected. 

War in today's world cannot be a sort of private scrap between the 

two great giants of the world . Whether we like it or not we cannot 

espape getting involved in any war that breaks out. So our first 

question must be: How do these two m n s tand in r el tion to war or 

peace? I think if you look at their records and at what they have 

said during their election campaigns you will find that there 1s 

really very little difference between. They both want peace; they 

both want disarmament and both have pledged themselves to make one 

final try at getting Summit meetings going with Russia. The one point 

of difference that came out was over the Chinese off-shore islands 

of Quem9y amd Matsu. Mr . Nixon thought these were to be defended in 

the event of a Chinese communist attack; Mr. Kennedy thought they 

were not worth a single American life. But even this point of differ enc 

was soon overcome once they started explaining what they really 

meant. So, I think there may be differences in method but basically 
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their approaches to war and peace will be the same. 

Next there is the question of United States relations with the 

outside world in general and the so-called under-developed countries 

in particular. On this point I, for one, saw a subtle but important 

difference. Mr. Kennedy, you will remember, has made an important 

issue of United States prestige today. He has said United States 

prestige, especially in Africa and Asia and Latin America is not what 

it could and should be. I got the impression that Mr. Kennedy was 

thinking of the attitudes of the ordinary peoples of these countries 

towards the United States. Mr. Nixon denied this charge that United 

States prestige was lower than it should and could be. He, I got the 

impression, was thinking more of power arrangements and nations r a thEr 

than in terms of the ordinary people. On this particular point I 

think t hat if Mr. Nixon is the next President the United States will 

carry on much as it has been doing over the past 8 years. And please 

do remember the United States has given a considerbale amount of aid 

to underdeveloped countries over the past eight years. But in spite 

of all this there has been no really responsive warmth to the United 

States from the underdeveloped countries. With Mr. jixon in the White 

House I would expect this attitude to continue more or less in the 

same way. Mr. Kennedy, on the other hand, seems to have the Roosevelt 

touch for arousing enthusiasllulm. Something about him makes for 

responsive warmth and I am inclined to think that he probably would 

project a much more attractive American image to the under-developed 

world if he were in the White House. 
cboice 

So there it is: and before this night is out the great maziailD: 

will have been made kzxaxmal!JI between Nixon and Kennedy. Goodnight . 
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No 219 Govt To Buy Squatter Land 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Nov 9 at 6.l5p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I am very glad to see that the Government is 

going to buy up certain areas of land in the Corporate Area on which 

people have been squatting. A new Bill giving this information was 

published in the Jamaica Gazette over the weekend. The Bill says 

that the Government wants to amend the Land Bonds Law in such a way 

as to make it possible for the Government to pay for this squatter 

land by Land Bonds. And the Bill explains that certain KE pieces 

of land in the Corporate Area which have been occupied by squatters 

have created a range of problems which demand action. The government 

feels that before it can deal with these problems it has to own 

the land concerned. 

This action, as I am sure most of you know, is a direct result 

of one of the recommendations of the three-man University team which 

reported on The Ras Tafari Movement in Kingston. Recommendation No. 

6 of the team(s report read: "Government should acquire the principii 

areas where squatting is now taking place, and arrange for water, 

light, sewerage disposal and collection of rubbish." I am certain 

this new Bill was framed with this particular recommendation in mind; 

and I think it is a very good thing. 

But where do we go from t here? What happens next? Will the 

government buy this land, clear it, put in light and water and 

hand it over to the squatters? 

I hope not. I hope the Government will do much more than that. 

If it only buys, cleans up and hands the land over, we will not 

solve a single aspect of the squatter problem. Indeed I think we will 
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only complicate the problem more if the land were just to be handed 

over to the squatters. 

I think that after the Government has bought this land it shou]d 

set about the problem in a businesslike manner. First, I should like 

to see it setting up rehabilitation centres into which squatters can 

be moved for the time being . Then it should move a section of the 

squatters into these centres, pull down the shacks in which they have 

lived, and put up quick low-cost government houses. When this operat:b 

i d completed it can move the squatters out of the rehabilitation 

centres and into the new houses. It can then repeat the same process 

with another batch of squatters: and it can keep on doing this until 

the problem is licked. 

Equally important, I think, is the question of rental and the 

upkeep or the houses. I certain minimum rent must be fixed, as well 

as certain minimum standards of cleanliness and upkeep and occupation. 

The government or the Corporation Council should be the landlord and 

there should be inspectors. And anybody who does not pay his or her 

rent or who does not observe the minimum standards, would lay themse:hes 

open to prosecution and the loss of their tenancy. I think in this 

way we will make a start in solving both our housing and social 

problems. I think the time is ripe for us to take drastic measures 

and I think these must include the power to make the squatters do 

what is good for them and for the country. To let this matter drift 

would only be to invite trouble in the future. Goodnight. 
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No 220 After the U.S. Elections 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Nov 10 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : So Mr . John Kennedy will be the next President 

of the United States . For myself , I am glad of this choice . If I 

were an American voter I would also have voted for Mr . Kennedy . I 

would have voted for him in the first place because of the liberal 

record of the Democratic Party. But if hts opponent had been Mr. 

Nelson Rockefeller instead of Mr . Richard Nixon , I think I would 

have been more inclined to vote for Mr . Rockefeller . Cer tainly, my 

personal preference would have been for Mr . Rockefeller . And yet, 

when you come to think of it , Kennedy has proved himself a tougher 

fighter than Rockefeller . You will remember that in the early days 

of jockeying for the Presidential nomination Mr . Rockefeller showed 

that he would like to be the Republican party's candidate. But the 

big bosses in his party had decided on Mr . Nixon. They did not want 

Mr . Rockefeller, so Mr . Rockefeller climbed down. The same thing 

happened with Mr. Kennedy . The big bosses in his party did not want 

him. EK-President Truman expressed his opposition to Mr. Kennedy 

in his usual blunt way; and Mrs . Elene~r Roosevelt also doubted the 

wisdom of having Mr. Kennedy as the Democratic Party's candidate. 

But instead of climbing down, as Mr. Rockefeller had done in the face 

of opposition within his party, Mr. Kennedy went out and fought. And 

how he fought! I think this fighting quality of Kennedy's was someth• 

that impressed and attracted· large numbers of American voters . We all 

of us admire a good and fearless fighter; and this Kennedy has proved 

himself to be. 

Now, what else does this Kennedy victory mean? 
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You will remember I told you last weelt what an impress i on it 

made on me when Kennedy spoke about 17 million Americans going to 

bed hungry . It made t he Americans suddenly more human than they had 

ever been . They became people like ourselves : people who face the 

same kind of problems that we face; problems of schooling, problems 

of housing , problems of work, prob lems of hunger and unemployment. 

And this is very i mportant . We are all interested i n people who 

have to face the same kind of problems we have to face. We develop 

sympathy for such people. They become part of us, part of the human 

race . We do not look on them as a kind of superior master group who 

have everything we do not have. And so we try to understand their 

problems and see with them . Already Kennedy has started to help us 

see the American people as ordinary human beings like ourselves, 

having the same faults and weaknesses, the same points of strength 

and the same desires that we have . 

Then , by choo sing Kennedy, the American people have largely 

accepted Kennedy ' s criticisms of the past eight years. He said 

American prestige had dropped and something needed to be done about 

it . They agreed with him and gave him the job of doing something 

about it . He said America should do more to help the under- developed 

parts of the world . They agreed •with him and gave him the task of 

seeing that this was done . They proved that they x• ~ are not 

complacent and self- eatisfied and that they wanted change . Electing 

Kennedy promises that the people of the United States and the peoples 

of the world will walk together a little more closely and in greater 

harmony : and this will be good for all of us . Goodnight . 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Nov 11 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

U.S. Bases in WI. Talks 

Good evening: The first part of the talks on United States bases 

in the West Indies which have just been completed in London, ku• 

has got off to a good start. You will remember that it was a week 

~go yesterday that the talks began. The United States, the United 

Kingdom and the West Indies Federation were represented at the talks. 

Sir Grantley Adams led the West Indies delegation, Mr. Ian Macleod, 

the Colonial Secretary led the British delegation, and Mr. John Hay 

Whitney, the United States Ambassador in London, led the American 

delegation. 

In addition to the three main deaegations, you also had a 

Jamaican delegation led by Mr. Manley, a Trinidad delegation led by 

Dr. Eric Williams, as well as delegations from Antigua, St. Lucia 

and Barbados. The reason for the presence of these Units at the 

conference is tha fact that there are American bases on each of them. 

Mr. Ian Macleod acted as chairman at these talks which were held 

behind closed doors 

I do not think that I have to remind you that this question 

of American bases on West Indian soil has been a sore and touchy 

subject especially in Trinidad, where Dr. Williams has been very 

forceful in his demands that Chaguaramas should be returned to 

Trinidad. Chaguaramas, as you know, was selected by an independent 

group of experts as the best possible site for t he capital of the 

West Indies. And when I was down there a few weeks back I thought 

it was a lovely piece of land which would make an impressive setting 

for the Federal Capital, and I told you so in one of my Cl'JilD1entaries. 
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Well, how did the talks go? And what was achieved at the end 

of this first stage? 

From the statement issued on Tuesday night of this week it is 

clear that neither Chaguaramas nor any one of the other bases was 

discussed specifically. Instead, in this part of the talks, there 

was a discussion of first principles. The pepresentatives of the 

Federal Government and the Unit Governments were out to establish 

an important principle. This principle was that the governments 

of the West Indies were the only fit and qualified governments to 

decide whether there should be bases in their territories and where 

these bases should be. If there are to be bases in the West Indies, 

they should decide it. If there are not to be bases, this too they 

should decide. 

The communique issued by the conference said that this basic 

principle that the West Indies, when independent, would have the 

right to form its own alliances and conclude agreements on military 

bases as it saw fit, was accepted by all parties. 

In addition to this the American spokesman, Mr. Whitney said 
most of 

that the United States is ready to release unconditionally/the areas 

it now holds as bases in the West Indies. He said the United States 

would only seek to hold on to those areas which it needs to carry 

out its world-wide defence tasks. So the principle of West Indies 

rights has been established. The next stage which will start on 

November 28th, will be talks in the West Indies on the invidual bases 

themselves. I think we can hope for a settlement at last. Goodnight. 
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No 222 

NEWS COMMENTARY 

KSAC & Garbage Clearance. 
KSAC Councillors the Police, 

For transmission on 
Saturday Nov 12 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I am very happy to see that the Kingston and 

St . Andrew Corporation Council's Public Cleansing Committee is really 

trying to get something going on keeping our streets clean and gettirg 

garbage removed with a little more method and order . I, and I am sure 

you too, will be even happier when we see some real results flowing 

from all this talk and reorganisation . -I am prepared to give them 

a little time to get into their stride with their new plans . 

I particularly welcome the proposal to have household rubbish 

removed from inside people's yards instead of insisting that people 

should put their waste matter on the pavements or in the streets . 

You will remember that I mentioned this idea some months ago . It is 

the practice in most civilised countries for garbage collectors to 

remove the garbage from a special place inside the yard, empty the 

sar~age bin and return it to the place from where they have taken it . 

I am sure this will help to keep our pavements and streets much 

cleaner than they now are. I also think that if this experiment is 

to succeed then householders must make it their duty to co-operate 

as fully as possible with the garbage collectors . So please do not 

put your gar~age as far from the gate as possible and please keep 

it as tidy as possible. 

The one decision which I fear will cause some hardship to the 

poorer sections of the community 1s the one that every household 

should have a proper garbage bin with a proper lid. On the other hand 

we mu st agr ee that if we are to keep our yards and streets clean 

then we must get such bins. To keep our rubbish in old boxes or 
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open tin cans is not going to help to keep our yards and our streets 

clean. So, in spite of the hardship that some will suffer, I think 

this is a necessary move. What I fear is that some smart operator 

will try to corner the market in proper rubbish bins and sell them 

to poor people at a fantastically high price . To avoid this I would 

suggest that the Jjublic Cleansing Department should get a stock of 

rubbish bins and should itself sell them to householders at a 

reasonable and non-profit-making price. I am sure that with a little 

thought and effort this could be done. 

Now let me touch on a less happy aspect of KBAC politics . If 

it is true as charged at Wednesday's Monthly Meeting of the Traffic 

Committee that Councillors have been preventing the police from 

taking action against sidewalk peddlars, then we are really faced 

with a disgraceful and unhealthy situation. The police should. not 
to 

be subject/fimm interference from anpbody while they are doing their 

duty. As long as they carry out the laws of the land, made by the 

elected representatives of the people , no-one, not a councillor, not 

a member of the House of Representatives, not a Minister of Governme:ti; 

has any right or any business to interfere with them. No man is 

more i mportant than the l aw of t h e land - no matter how high or how 

low his position i n s oci ety . 

When I read the report of ow t he C uncil l ors wrangl ed over 

t h i s matter , and how casually they talked about preventing the 

police doing the r duty, I was bitterly disappointed i n t hem. We have 

a r i ght to expect more respect for the law from all our Councillors. 

Goodnight. 
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No 223 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For t r ansmission on 
Monday Nov 14 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Internal Party C<"'""'1.fl ict s 

Good evening: The developments in our two main political parties 

are becoming very interesting . On Sunday morning we heard of Sir 

Alexander Bustamante ' s statement that he was not attending the Sunday 

session of the Jamaica Labour Conference which wae to be held at 

the Ward Theatre . The meeting was then called off. Busta said he 

had adopted this course of action because he had noticed a growing 

hooliganism within his party and because there was a small clique 

in the top leadership of the party who were trying to take over 

the party and make apuppet of him. Busta he said he will be nobody's 

puppet and he will not share in anything which is not for the good 

of his country and his party . He said he would call an island- wide 

conference later on. And he said something else which I found very 

striking. He said the delegates from the country parts had had t heir 

voices st i fled at Saturday's ses s ion of the J. L.P. conference and 

he blamed the cliqu e f rom Kingst n f or trying to a.omi nate t h e country 

delegates . In other words , what Busta 's statement on t his point 

amounted t o was a suggestion that there is some sort of conflict 

between the t"1J?lsmen i n hi s party - or a section of them - and the 

countrymen in h i s party. 

Quite frankly, Bus ta's statement came as a b i t of a surpr i se to 

me. I did not expect this situationt to develop at this conference. 

In common with most of you who take an interest in what go es on in 

the parties, I knew that there was some f erment inside the J.L.P. 

I knew that there was jockeying for pos i tion and leadership. I knew 

there was a faction who fe l t that Busta should more and more become 
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a figurehead in the party but that the active running of the party 

should be taken away from him. Some of the people in this faction 

were plainly ambitious for power. You know, most people go into 

politicas because they are ambitious for power. We sometimes make 

it sowid as though it is wrong to be ambitious for power. This seems 

to -me silly. It seems to me that men who are not ambitious for power 

make very poor politicians. So I think we must try to stop making 

it sound as though men who are ambitious for power are a brand of 

criminal,i. After all, both Sir Alexander Bustamante and Mr. Manley 

have achieved their high positions because they were ambitious enough 

to fight for them. The big thing is not the ambition for power but 

what the people concerned will do with the power, once they get it. 

Both Busta and Manley have used their power for the general good of 

the country. Both you and I know that there have been men who have 

used such power as they got not for the good of the country but simpq 

and solely to enrich and glorify themselves. So I would say there is 

nothing wrong with anybody wanting power either in a party or in a 

country. The important thing for us to find out is why these people 

want power; what they intend to do with it if they got it. In any 

case, there is then this faction wanting power in the J.L.P. and I 

knew of it. What I did not know, what I did not expect, was that they 

would make their attempt at power as early as this. And so Busta's 

statement came as a bit of a shock. Tomorrow I will discuss the 

strugp;le for power inside the People's National Party about which Mr. 

Manley talked in his Broadcast on Sunday afternoon. So till then, 

Goodnight. 
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No 224 Internal Party Conflicts (2) 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Nov 15 at 6 . 15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Last night I told you about Sir Alexander Busta­

mante ' s dramtic;l announcement on Sunday morning that there was a 

faction in the leadership of the Jamaica Labour Party which was 

trying to take over the party and make a kind of puppet of him. 

On Sunday afternoon Mr . Manley, as leader of the Peoples National 

Party, gave a party political broadcast and in the course of it he 

mentioned the struggle for power inside the P . N.P . Mr. Manley said 

frankly that he was glad that the P . N.P . 's annual conference had 

been postponed to this coming weekend because he hoped the postpone­

ment had, to some extent, cooled down the passions of the conflicting 

factions. 
some of 

Mr . Manley then went on to name/the people who were involved 

in this struggle for power within the party. First, there is the 

faction led by Mr . Wills Isaacs which includes Mr . Glasspole , Mr . 

Seiveright and Mrs . Iris King . Next there is the faction led by Mr . 

Allan Isaacs which includes Dr. Lloyd, Mr . Roderic . Francis, and 

Dr. Herbert Morrison . And finally there is Mr . Vernon Arnett , who, 

to the best of my knowledge leads no faction and wants to have nothirg 

to do with power factions within the party. Now, Mr. Manley simply 

called names and did not divide, them into factions as I have done 

here . 

In the case of the P.N.P . the power struggle has taken the 

form of a struggle for the first, second, third and fourth vice 

presidenctee~x.xu of the party. There is no question of anybody 

trying to take the top leadership of the party from Mr . Manley. There 
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is not question of anybody trying to turn Mr . Manley into any kind 

of puppet or i nstrument . And Mr . Manley has not declared himself 

as opposed to anyone contesti ng any position in the party. In calling 

out t hetr names he sai d that these people were all his comrades 

with whom he had worked for a long time and of whom he is proud . 

Al l he was concerned about was that the party should remain intact 

and alive . 

I think it is on this point that we are faced with a basic 

difference between the two parties . As you know, the crisis in the 

J . L.P . was brought on because Mr. Clem Tavares, the party's secretary 

was elected to the position of Third Deputy leader in place of 

Mr . Robert Lightbourne who did not stand. Mr . Lightbourne, it was 

said, had hoped to replace Mr . Donald Sangster as First Deputy 

leader, but at the last minute he did not come forward to contest 

the position and Mr . Sangster was elected unopposed. The smart folk 

who have been styding the behind- the-scene struggles say the 

Lightbourne defeat was planned by Mr. Tavares and his friends and 

that it was this which upset Busta who wanted Lightbourne. And so, 

when Lightbourne did not make it and Tavares won the Third Deputy 

leadership , Busta delcared that he could not work with Tavares and 

one or the other of them had to go . Manley on the other hand will 

abide by and work with whoever the party conference elects as First 

Vice President of his party. Manley believes in collective leadership. 

Busta has no time for it. Tomorrow I will tell you what I think these 

party goings on mean for the country as a who,le: so till then, Goodn~ 
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No 225 Internal Party Conr ~icts (3) 

ND/S COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Nov 16 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: On Monday and Tuesday I told you of the power 

struggles going on in our two major political parties and the 

different reactions to these power struggles of Busta on the one 

hand, and Manley on the other. I told you that I thought the 

reactions of the txo leaders illustrated the basic difference between 

the two parties: this difference 1s that collective leadership is 

more of a fact in the P.N.P. than it is in the J.L.P. But I do not 

think that is all there is to this matter. 

Why is this power struggle so dramatic? Why does it arouse so 

much national interest? And why is it taking place at the same time 

in both poli~ical parties? Why does it seem to be all of a pattern? 

I think deep down in our hearts we all of us know the answers 

to these questions. I am not saying that we can all give voice to 

them just like that: but deep down and almost instinctively we know 

that very radical changes are creeping up on us, and the most 

important of these radical changes has to do with the leadership of 

this country. 

For twenty-two years Manley and Bustamante have dominated the 

political life of this country. They have fought its political 

battles and shaped its political life and thinking. To a remarkable 

degree these two men have shaped modern Jamaica in the image of 

their own ideas, of their own thinking, of their own ideals. They 

have fathered the two-party system in Jamaica in its modern form. 

They have each had a powerful hand in creating the vast spirit of 

racial tolerance wh ich makes Jamaica such a rare example to the 

rest of the world. And of course, more than any other men in our 
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time they have led Jamaica on the road to freedom to the point where 

Jamaicans are now masters in their own land. For twenty-two years 

Manley and Busta have towered over the life of this country like 

~ couple of great giants. In the first phase Busta had the reins 

of power; in the second phase Manley took over the reins of power. 

And now, after this long period, there is an awareness creeping 

up on us that this great period cannot go on forever. Among men, as 

among animals and plants - as indeed with all living things - the 

great rule of life is change. 

A few years ago nobody in the Jamaica Labour Party would have 

dreamed of questioning Busta's leadership of the J.L.P. But today 

there are many voices questioning and challenging because they 

sense the coming change and the struggle is, I think, not against 

Busta, but rather it is a struggle to decide who will take up the 

reins of leadership after Busta. 

It is basically the same struggle in the P.N.P. We are going to 
on 

vote/whether :tx■ Jamaica should stay in the Federation or not in a 

few months' time. If Jamaica stays in it is likely that Manley will 

go into federal politics. Who then will lead his party in Jamaica? 

And in any case, whether he goes or not, there is still the -question 

of who will take up the reins of leadership after . Manley. Basically, ,. 
this unrest i n both parties is an expression of great nat i onal 

concern. When t e great era of Manley and Bust a comes to an end, as 

it must, who will take their places? And what will it mean for 

Jamaica. This, I think, is the heart of this matter. Goodnight. 
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No 226 Is there real· conflict between town and country? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Nov 17 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Since I spoke to you last night there have been 

two interesting new developments in the power moves within the two 

parties. The Executive of the Jamaica Labour Party has met, without 

Sir Alexander Bustamante being present, and it has decided that it 

is going to wiped out everything that happened at its conference 

last Saturday. The elections and the appointments are all cancelled 

and all power is handed back to Sir Alexander Bustamante until such 

time as he calls an island-wide conference of the J.L.P. In other 

words, and thinking in terms of Jamaica's own past political history, 

The J.L.P. Executive has decided to surrender all its powers to Busta 

in much the same way that the Jamaican parliament decided to surrender 

all its powers to the Colonial Office after the Morant Bay rebellion • 

.Ind if we take this paralell a step further then, just as Jamaica 

became a Crown Colony of Bttaain after surrendering its constitution, 

so the J.L.P. now becomes a sort of Crown Colony of Busta's. 

I frankly think this is a sad step backward for the party. I 

think that if the J.L.P. is to be the vigorous and effective oppositm 

it should be, if it is to be forceful enough to be considered as our 

alternative government, then it must become much more democratic 

than it now is. It must allow room for bright young men of ambition 
and talent 
/40 come forward and try out their ability to lead. Democracy needs 

this if it is to flourish and grow. And this is something that mattem 

to all of us - whether we are in the J.L.P., the P.N.P. or in no 

political party. That is why I am sorry about this new J.L.P. move. 

The other interesting development was Mr. Manley's statement to 
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explain to the farmers just how the government arrived at its policy 

decisions. Before any department of the government carried out any 

policy the matter is first discussed in the Cabinet. It is no 

secret that all the Ministers of government do not always see eye to 

eye on all matters. Some times they disagree quite vigorously. But 

when a matter is decided on by vote then the will of the majority 

becomes the policy of the government. 

I think the reason for Mr. Manley giving this explanation is to 

be found in the recent potato tight. The farmers, or at least the 

political element among the farmers, had used the potato issue to 

launch attacks on Mr. Wills Isaacs. There was some wild talk about 

Mr. Wills Isaacs being either a tool or agent of the merchants, and 

there was even some suggestion that there was some sort of conflict 

between the countr~ areas and the towns. This, incidentally, was a 

point Busta also brought up when he talked about the events of the 

first day of the J.L.P. conference. You will remember I talked about 

this matter on Thursday, November 3rd. I told you then that I felt 
natb'H: 

the inter-party strug~le had been allowed to creep into our daily/ 

affairs and that this was not good for the country. Well, Mr. Manley 

has now set the matter straight. Mr. Wills Isaacs acted on a collectivE 

Cabinet decision, not on the orders of any merchants. And what of 

the conflict between town and country? I personally hope that nobody 

will try to stir up trouble and conflict between town and country for 

purely personal political gain. Anybody who does this would not, in 

my opinion, be fit for leadership in Jamaica. A good leader does not 

split and divide; he brings together, he unites his people for their 

own good and for the good of the land. Goodnight. 
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No 2 27 1) The price of bred 
2) Rod signs & - d users 

NEWS COMI.✓.r: NTARY 
For tr nsmission on 
Frid y Nov 18 at 6:15 p .m. 
Peter Abrahams spe k ing 

Good evening : So, beginning on Sunday we are going t o pay 
more for our daily bread. The Bakers ' Associ tion met on Monday 

of this week and de ci ded on this move . The Secretary of t he 

Bakers ' Associ ion , Mr . ' Bunny ' Chen, blame d t he increase on 

the f ct t h t new se t of mini mum w ge rates for bakery workers 

h s come into e ffect. He lso blames t he r'se in the cost of 

flo r, the cost of sug rand deliver y cos ts. In other words , 

w ges - e go i ng up 

up too. 

d o the cos t of our dai ly bread is going 

But t he w yin which the bakeries a.re going t o raise t he 

pri ce of our d ily bread is quite clever . They e going t o make 

it seem p inless to us . They s y t het not only the pri ce but, lso 

the weight wi ll go up . They say we h ve been . aying 1/- for a lo f 

of bread which weighe d less t han one ound - which wei h about 

13 to 14 ounces . And now they se.y t hey are go ing to bring it up 

to the full one pound nd cherge us l/3d for · t . Quite fr nkly, 

I feel t h t I h ve been had . I lw .ys thought I w sp ying 1/­

for 1 lb. lo f md now I le rn differently . And I don ' t like it. 

And however clever t hi s may look, t he centr 1 f eet i s t he s ne: 

t he prj_ce of our d ily bre d is shooting u by 25% t one time . 

Now know th t nei her you tjor I like this: none of us like 

t his shooting up of t he cost of living . And I think it is p rticul r 

b din t he c s e of bred. It seems to me th t J maic 1 s bP~ery 

owners as a group re doing pa.rticularly well e But t hee r e some 

que s tions I should like to sk Mr. Cnen n our bekery owners . 
~ J-- ~ ~ ~- WIW:l..~ 

. Fi 
~ le?: e_ 

believ3:-Hg 
I\ 

s t , I should like to kno v ~ een mis 

we were p , ing 1/ - for , one pound lo .f? S cond , wi ll t he 
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wo kers in the bnking indus t y h..,ve t heir w .ges incree.sed by a 

quarter? And wh t were the margins of profit over t he p st five 

years of the membe s of the B ers ' Associ tion? think it is 

only if we know t hese acts that we can make up our minds on 

whether this incre se is feir end re soneble o not . So , inform tior. 

pleese, Mr . Chen . 

And now let me welcome Mr. H.R.Wall ce ' s move in the ouse of 

Represent tives tot y and get the Government to do something bout 

our ro d situ tion . I think the government ' s inter en.:t:i n. to stop 

t his mi ing and sl ughter on our roeds is long overdue; something 

sho ld h ve been done bout · t lon tie o but 

c s e welcome y c tion wh · c woul reduce nd p 

would n ny 

stop t this 

sit tin which 

f there · s to be 

poss "ble . 

kes ours th most dangerous roads in the word . 

n imn 1 cm n, let us h ve it s soon s 

n the meantim, there re num e. f thins our olice c 

do to try and cont in the hi gh ccident rate . irst , let them go 

a ter the smart people who disconnect the stop-lights t the bee 

o thei_ car s . Driving ehi done of these eople is one o the most 

dange o s exercises 

s w dovm or come t 

are re s ,onsible for 

know . You nev~r know when they re go ing to 

ud en stop . These .ars without stop-1 · ghts 

very 1 r ge e of acid nts . Our olice 

seem singula 1- uninterested in aking s ire t ha t 11 c s hov heir 

S O - s con e ted . ot r thing which · s bee ming too common 

·s the driver who j . ps th tr .f ic lights • . ere too, t h "nk t he 

orce of the law ought to e used . But basic lly the pro lem c n 1, 

be solved \7b.e th m behi d t he , heel beh ve s lik s c ly 

re sponsi le ad 1, snd for this en d ed 

Goodni ght . 

ti o on nation 1 sc 1 1 
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.. No 228 _ The air freight probJ ~m 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Nov 19 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: As you know, Christmas is not very far away any 

more and Jamaica's merchants are getting themselves ready to supply 

us with the goods we are going to want . Already some of you have 

decided on the presents you are ~oing to give t h is year . Maybe the 

mother in the family has already chosen the present she is going to 

give her husband; and perhaps husband and wife have already made 

up their minds on what they are going to give the kids. But a large 

number of us will leave our Christmas shopping to the last minute. 

But not so the merchants: they know that there is generally a great 

demand for imported stuff at Christmas time and they must get their 

goods in now and start making up their window displays, pricing their 

goods and be ready when the Christmas shopp ing rush starts. But the 

merchants are not happy this year because they are having great 

difficulty in getting their goods into Jamaica. They have recently 

seen the Minister of Trade and Industry about their difficulty, and 

the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce and the Jamaica Industrial Developmert, 

Corporation are doing everything they can to get over this difficulty. 

Now what is their difficulty? 

Their difficulty is that at the moment there is only one airline• 

Pan- American Airways - which 1s permitted to carry goo& from Mlami 
-1~ .:...... rt.a.-t.t , l. , 

to Jamaica . In terms of air 41staftee, Miami is the nearest point to 
i\ 

Jamaica and it obviously suits our merchants to get their American 

goods from Miami. It should be cheaper and quicker to get stuff from 

Miami than from New York or Chica~o or other points further north. 

But the difficulty is the virtual monopoly now enjoyed by Pan-America:i 

~ .:..__ ~ ~·~ ~ -S~t . 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



. ,. 

2 

I under stand that many of our importers have goods lying in Miami 

for the past two months and longer; and some of them have no hope 
,....J,( \ (~k :X ·,\ 

of getting their goods in time for the Christmas trade. Also, becaure 

" of this virtual monopoly it en.1oys , Pan-American ha s put up its 
am 

prices for carrying cargo. In the past, because other airlines were/ 

carryi ng cargo into Jamaica, ~EU!Dl the competition forced Pan-Am 

to reduce its price to 6cents for every pound weight of goods it 

carried into Jamaica. But then the other airlines were stopped and 

so from the 15th of this month Pan-Am has raised its minimum rate 

to 8 cents a pound. And while there was competition cargoes from 

J amaica to Miami were carried at the rate of 2½ cents a pound; but 

now that the competition has been done away with the rate has gone 

up to 4 cents a pound. 

In other words, it now costs our merchants more than it did 

before to bring their goods into Jamaica. And since it costs them 

more, we the consumers ar e gmbgxxm likely to be a sked to pay higher 

prices . And so the whole thing comes right back to us and to the 

cost of living . But I know that in this case our merchants are trying 

to fight against t his thing and are trying to keep prices down. And 

I understand from them that there are at least five other airlines 

willing to come in and carry goods\i,t a cheaper rate; but for reasons 

of its own our Civil Aviation authority will not permit t h em to come 

in. I think this i s a matter that is so important that I would 

like the government to look into it very carefully. It affects our 

cost of living as well as our young and growing export industry; and 

these are two matters that are important to all of us. GoodniMt. 
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No 229 The P.N.P. Annual Ccnference 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday Nov 21 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Many people expected fireworks at the 22nd annual 

conference of the People's National Party which ended yesterday. 

Some people thought we might see something similar to the happenings 

at the Jamaica Labour Party's annual conference a week earlier, when 

Sir Alexander Bustamante stopped the J.L.P. conference after the 

first day 's session. Instead, the P.N.P. conference went along 

smoothly with no fireworks. 

So what are we to think or say about this conference? What came 

out of it? The first thing that struck me about this conference was 

the demonstration of unity within the party. Of course there were 

and are differences between groups and individuals within the party, 

and some of these were made manifest. Mr. Manley had to comment on 

the attempt which was made last year and again this year to split 

delegates on the basis of twwn and country. Mr. Manley said that 

the P.N.P. is one party, not two made up of a town party and a counw 

party. But within these factions there was a sense of loyalty to the 

party which was bigger than the sectional rivalries. There is, in fact.: 

a kind of diversity under a broad umbrella of unity. And t h is I t h ink 

is a sure sign of strnngth. That was my first impression. 

The second has to do with the struggle for power. And here I 

think Mr . Wills Isaacs maintained his position and fought off t he 

challenge of Mr. Allan Isaacs. Dr. Ivan Lloyd who was Mr. Allan 

Isaacs' candidate for the First Vice Presidency did not make it. But 

Dr. Lloyd did maintain h i s position as Second Vice President, so t he 

defeat for the Allan Isaacs faction was not total and co mpl ete . On 
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the other hand Allan Isaacs himself suffered a major personal defeat 

when Y~s. Iris King beat him to win the Fourth Vice Presidency of 

the party. I think this is a very real setback for Mr. Allan Isaacs 

in his struggle for the position that would make him the next leader 

of the P.N.P. after Mr. Manley. 

I think there are a number of reasons for Allan Isaacs' defeat. 

First, I think many people felt that he was in too great a hurry to 

get to the top. Second, the attacks on :rvrir. Wills Isaac s by f ar mer 

friends of Mr. Allan Isaacs angered many o'f t h e delegates. The 
were 

general public tri so clearly on the side of '.Ir. Wills Isaacs over 

the potato issue that it was politically foolish for the Allan 

Isaacs faction to attack him as they did. And when Mr. Manley declared 

publicly a few days ago that the policy on importing Canadian potatoa, 

as on all other important matters, was decided by the Cabinet, it 

completely cut t he ground from under the feet of the Allan Isaacs 

faction. Third, people both insid e and outside the party do not know 

what Mr. Allan Isaacs believes: he has made no clear declaration of 

faith or principles. I think these three factors have worked against 

h im. But he is still a young man; he has great ability; and I think 

that if he learns from the mistakes he has made in the recent past 

he can still win the highest political leadership in his party. But 

I think he will have to work and work very hard for it. 

To sum up then, the P .N.P. has decided t hat t here is no need to 

change the top leadership after Mr. Manley. It has shown that it is 

strong enough to contain within it violently opposing factions without 

falling apart. And it has given a solid vote of confidence to Wills 

Isaacs and h is supporters. Goodnight. 
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No 230 The Rastas & the~ frica Mission 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Novi 22 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I am not at -all happy about the way in which some 

of the Rastas have responded to Mr . Manley ' s efforts to get the 

Mission to Africa going. Youwill remember that it was on Friday, 

November 11th, on the very day of his return from the United States 

base talks in England, that Mr . Manley issued a statement on the 

matter . He said that while he was in England he had taken the 

opportunity to start the business of getting the mission going. He 

had discussed the matter with the Secretary of State for the Colonies; 

he had discussed the matter with the Federal Government; and he had 

arranged with the Federal Government to use the facilities of the 

West Indies Commissioner 'l:nxuJIJia[ Office in London to make contact 

with the various African countries and governments . Mr . Manley made 

it clear that since a number of countries were to be visited arrange-
-

ments would have to be made on quite a ilarge scale . There are the 

problems of booking pas sages , arranging for visas to different 

countries, booking places for the Mission to stay, making sure that 

the right people would be available to see them at the right time. 

All this would involve an enormous amount of work . It would obvious]¥ 

be foolish for the mission to arrive in a place like Ghana at a time 

when President Nkrumah and perhaps two or three of his key Ministers a 

are out of the country . So the setting up of contacts is important. 

And all t his would take time. This matter, Mr . Manley said, cannot 

be rushed. 

Then, on Wednesday November 16th Mr . Manley announced _that 

he ~"tf- Peat.)~ see the invited groups and organisations to send 
It 
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two representatives each so that he could take a final decision on 

who would be selected to go on the Mission to Africa. One group 

was to see Mr. Manley at 2.30 in the afternoon and the other group 

at 4 p.m. on Friday November 18th. 

Now remember he came back from England on Friday the 11th and 

made his first statement. A week later, on the 18th, he was ready to 

meet the people in order to make his final selection. When you 

consider everything else the Premier has to do then I am sure you 

will agree with me that this was remarkably quick work. But on 

Saturday the 19th there appeared a letter in the Daily Gleaner signed 

by nine leading members of the Rasta movement. This letter was dated 

the 17th of November and said that those who had signed it would 

not attend at the Premier office because they did not want included 

in the discussions or on the Mission people whom they described as 

discredited and with no following. They also accused the Premier 

of lack of faith and said the Mission the Premier planned went 

against the u.c.w.r. recommendations. They seem to be under the 

impression that only a Rasta Mission should be sent; and for choice 

it should be their mission. Well, these are the actual words of the 

U.C. recommendation: "The Government of Jamaica should send a mi ss ion 

to African countries to arrange for immigration of Jamaicans. Represa::t 

atives of Rastafari brethern should be included in the mission." 

It is not supposed to be a Rasta mission; it is supposed to be a 

Jamaican mission with Rasta dn it. I think my Rasta friends want to 

get their facts right, and I don't think arrogance will serve them 

well, either here in Jamaica or in Africa . Goodnight. 
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No 231 The citizen and his society 
' 

N.EWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wedbesday Nov 23 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : There is something which has been worrying me for 

quite a while now in a qu i et sort of way and which was brought sharply 

to the front of my thoughts a few days ago. I had stopped at a little 

rumshop for a pack of cigar ettes and so I decided to have a drink 

while I was about it . There were the usual half a dozen or so 

regular customers in the rumshop and they all seemed to know each 

other . They were probably residents of the district . I was the only 

outsider . They carr ied on with their conversation and drinking and 

paid me no attention . I got my pack of ci~arettes , ordered my drink 

and leaned against the bar sipping it . 

Suddenly , a man dashed into the bar from the street . He looked 
leading 

wildly about him; he saw the door/to the backyard of the little bar 

and shot through it. It all happened so fast that neither the barman 

nor any of us could do or say anything before the man was gone as 

quickly as he had come . Then, just as suddenly , another man dashed 

into the little bar . He looked about him and said: "Where is he? 

Where did he go? Did he come in here? He's a thief . " The newcomer 

looked at the man behind the bar, then at the group of men, then at 

me . The man behind the bar shrugged his shoulders slightly . The 

regulars stared blankly . I took my cue from them and said nothing . 

But I was suddenly very interested and very curious . A frown of 

disappointment and anger showed on the newcomer's face and then he 

walked out of the place . 

One of the regulars made a rude remark about the police . The 

man behind the bar took up my empty glass and shrugged again when he 

saw me watching him. "Not my bus iness ," he said and turned away. 
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I picked up my cigarettes and went out and I felt very worried. 

The thing that worried me, and which this little incident had 

brought to the front of my mind was the attitude of the citizen to 

the society in which he lives . Does the citizen owe his society 

anything at all, or is it only the society which owes the citizen 

something? Is it any of my buiiness or any of your business tohelp 

the police to catch a thief? Now, I didn't know and I still do not 

know whether that first man who ran into that bar was a thief or 

whether the man who followed him was a detective. All I know is that 

all of us there shut our mouths and did not even try to find out 

what had happened. It was none of our business and we did not want 

any part of fixz it . And this sort of thing happens almost every 

day somewhere in Jamaica . Someone steals; he is seen but those who 

see him keep their mouths shut. Sometimes they keep their ~ouths shut 

out of fear, sometimes because they think it is none of their 

business. And so lawlessness creeps into the s ociety and spreads 

and one day it is going to hit the very people who say it is none of 

their business . 

The business of keeping order, of seeing that the laws of the 

land are observed, is everybody's business . We all of us have a very 

big share in it because it can and does affect each one of us. It 

seems to me that this attitude of 'it is none of my business' is a 

very dangerous one. If we see an injustice and we do not do anything 

about it then we are helping injustice to invade the whole life of 

this country . If we see lawlessness and shut our a1es to it, then 

the day may come when we ourselves may suffer from it. For the sake 

of himself and his loved ones every citizen owes it to his soecity 

to make t he rule of law, of order and of justice his own personal 
business. Goodnight. 
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No 232 1) The weig..rit of =ea.d 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For t ra.ns ission 

- - , 
)..) I~ 1~------s· 

On Thursday ov 24 at 6 . 15p . m 
eter Abraha ms speaking 

Good evening: In my comments last Friday I told you about the 

rise in the price of bread and what I thought about it. I also asked 

r. 'Bunny' Chen- of t he Baker s ' Association a number of public 

questions whi ch have not been answered yet. However, it is not my 

purpose to flog dead dougJl tonight. I just want to add one more 

question to the questions I have already asked. For the first time 

since the new prices came into effect, I bought some bread last 
brown 

night. I bought one of the large wholewheat/loaves for 2/6d and 

a white crispie for l/3d. Now, the bakers had said that not only 

would prices go up but weights would go up too, so I did some 

weight checking. I weighed the 2/6d brown loaf and found that it 

weighed exactly 2lbs. Then I weighed the l/3d white loaf and found 

that it weighed exactly 12 ounces or three-quarters of a pound. In 

other words, the price of the one shilling white loaf had gone up 

to l/3d but the weight had not gone up to one pound . Now th~ 

Bakers did say that in the case of hard dough the weight of a 14 

ounce one shilling loaf would be cut down by two ounces but the price 

would remain at a shilling. So that if my white loaf is considered 

hard dough -r-Q.o.n':t ei=u ..tihe 4iifilucnce between hazd ana sofb d.OQS1'1 

by ihe way - then the weight is all right but the price is all wrong. 

If on the other hand my white loaf is considered soft dough then S 
\ ~~ '---'-1. ~ ,, ~ clc,.,.A.~l - 6 ) 

the price is all right but the weight is all wrong . I should very 
~ \ """'-- "f'4~ fl hrP l :l- ~ 4 ~ . 

much like Mr . Chen to let us know -wr1leb le right ~ 1,tl:licA ie4 rPe:r.t~, 

Now let me touch on something a lot more cheerful. One of the 

most interesting fuctions I attented a couple of weeks ago was the 

formal 1naurguration of t he Priory Schho l Trust. The idea was that 
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instead of the school being the private proftt-making property of 

Mr. Henry Fowler who founded the school nearly twenty years ago, 

·1t should instead become a kind of public institution building up 

an educational tradition and future that would go on far beyond the 

life of the founder. As I witnessed the ceremony I felt that I was 

sitting in on the beginnings of something very important and long 

lasting. And the Governor's speech, which wenti a hundred years and 

more into the future, showed that I was not the only one who had 

this feeling that we were ~KmtEKXbg witnessing the start of some­

thing which would outlast all of us living today. I think Mr. Folwer 

has made a very distinctive contribution to Jamaican education and 

has done it in a most selfless and public-spirited way . 

At that ceremony Mr . Glasspole, the Minister of Etlucation made 

a very important announcement. He said that the government had made 

another 90-odd scholarships available for people to take teacher­

training courses at the University College . This meant that since 

this government took office it has given well over 300 scholarships 

to people to take up that teacher training Course at the University 

College. 

I have told you often how important I feel education is to 

the growth and the development of a country. And I have told you that 

a country's greatest assett is its people and the skills of its 

people . And since I think like this, I feel that the education of 

tomorrow's citizens is the most important single duty of our generatm 

And for this we need good, competent and well trained teachers. So I 
M 

aftd happy at what the government is doing and I should like to see 

it double its fine effort. Goodnight. 
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No 233 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Nov 25 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Unreat in the Cari bbean Sea 

Good evening: Over the past few weeks I have neglected the 

goings-on in the outside world almost completely: in the main this 

was because so much was happening here at home which was and is of 

great importance and of great interest. And in part it was because 

we all of us do tend to be insular. We are much more interested in 

the things happening immeditaely around us. We cannot see the sense 

in concerning ourselves with what happens to other people in faraway 

lands. The rise in the price of bread here in Jamaica is very much 

more important to us than the size of this years citrus crop in 

Israel. The power struggles within the two political parties here 

at home are more important to us than the violence which broke out 

in the Central Ammerican Republics of Costa Rica , Nicaragua, and 

Guatamala last week. And of course, the making up of the Mission to 

Africa means more to us than Ghana's present meddling in Congo 

affairs. And yet each one of these events could affect us personally 

and directly. If the Israeli citrus crop is of a size and quality 

with which we cannot compete it may well push ours completely out of 

the picture in the world market. If the violence in Central America 

was instigated by Cuba, which is nearly 700 miles away from the 

nearest of the three Republics, then how very much more easily could 

it instigate violence against us who are less than 100 miles away. 

And if Ghana can, through its Mr . Nathaniel Welbeck, meddle in the 

internal affairs of the Congo in spite of the United Nations and get 

away with it, then kum who is to prevent anybody, using the example 

of Ghana, to meddle in the affairs of any other country. Venezuela 
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will then have an excuse· and a justification to meddle in the affairs 

of Trinidad; Cuba will have an excuse and justification for meddling 

in the affairs of Jamaica . And let us not fool ourselves, there is 

a small minority in this country who would like to see Jamaica 

driven along the path that Cuba has taken . There are people who are 

suffiently desperate for power that they would not hesitate to try 

something illegal if they thought they could call on the active 

help of a country like Cuba . What then of the price of our bread? 

What then of our two-party system? What then of Mission to Africa 

or anywhere else? We cannot play ostrich . What happens in the 

world is our business . That is why it is important for us to keep 

abreast because only by knowing can we act intelligently . 
of the 

SO let us look at some trouble/spots . Last week there were 

revolts in Guatamala, Nicaragua and Costa Rico . Attempts were made 

to overthrow each of the three governments and there was fierce 

fighting . The government of Guatamala came nearest to being overthrown 

All three repubics accused Cuba of having instigated, armed and led 

the revolt . They appealed to the Organisation of American States, 

and Guatamala and Nicaragua appealed to the United States to prevent 

a Cuban invasion of their countries . Everybody knew that Cuba has 

received 28,000 tons of communist arms, including artillery and MIG 

jet fighter planes . The United States sent naval patrols into the 

Caribbean Sea . Evidence so far shows that no Cubans were directly 

involved in the fighting . But it is certain that Cuban influence was 

at work on the economic misery of the masses in the three republics . 

Was it wrong for the United States to send i ts patrols into the 

Cari bbean Sea I will thi s tomorrow and t ell a l i ttle about the Congo. 

so till then, goodn ht. 
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No 2 4 The Congo and Intervention 

NEWS CO MMENTARY 
For transrnissionon 
Satur day Nov 26 at 6 .15p.rn 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I ended my Bmmm••••x comments l a st night with 

the question: ffl111111x~ Was it wrong for the United States to send its 

naval patrols into the Caribbean Sea? Now the point of these patrols 

is to make sure that Cuba does not send assistance to the rebels in 

the three Central American Republics . The United States has not 

interfered with what 1s going on inside the three republics. All it 

1s doing is to make sure that no outside country should come in and 

interfere . But Cuba and the Russians and the rest of the communist 

world are shouting Yankee I mperialist intervention . So they obviously 

see it as wrong for the U. S . Navy units to patrol the Caribbean . I 

think the question any impartial observer is entitled to ask is why 

are they so violent if they had no intention of going to the aid of 

the rebels . I think it is no secret that Cuba and t he Russian are in 

favour of the overthrowing of the present governments in the three 

re~ublics . Russia would like to see them replaced by governments 

looking like the government of Fidel Castro . And I think there are 

genuine economic reasons for discontent in these republics . But I alro 

think the communists want t o use the genuine discontent to further 

the aims of communism . So, for myself, I think that as long as the 

United States does not interfere in the internal affairs of these 

countries, I welcome its making sure than nobody else does . It also 
(y 

ensures that nobody can free ) meddle in the internal affairs of Jamaioo. 

This is the Monroe Doctrine in action . 

Now let us look at Ghana and the Congo. There the Unite -~ Natio:r:s 

was called in when the Congo l ese could not maintain l aw and order by 
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thems elves. Whatever we may think of Patrice Lumumba - and I don't 

think much of him - he was the elected Prime Minis ter. Jospeh Kasavubu 

was the legally constitued President. Those facts were beyond dispute 

when the crisis broke . 

The crisis, you will remember, was no more and no less than a 

complete breakdown in law and order in the country . Lumumba ' s 

government proved incapable of running the country and so he called 

in the help of the United Nations . Then he quarrelled with the United 

Nations and tried to plJJ the Russian and Chinese communists off 

against the United Nations which was do ing its best to restore order . 

I t was at this point that Colonel Mobutu staged his military 

coup and took power . By now the United Nations was in an almost 

impossible position . Kasavubu kad dismissed Lumumba and claimed 

that he was the head of government . Mobutu and hi~young students 

formed the i r own government . And Lumumba insisted that he was still 

Prime Mi nister . This was a truly sorry mess . The United Nations 

people in the Congo tried to keep the peace between the three rival 

f actions without taking sides . But Ghana and Guinea wer e strongl y 

in favour of Lumumba , as were the Russians . And Ghana's Nat haniel 

Welbeck worked openly and agress i vely against both Kasavubu and 

Mobutu and for Lumumba . As a diplomat Welbeck had no business to do 

this . He messed up all the efforts of the U.N. and he was only expelle 

by forc e after some fi ghting in which a number of people were killed . 

I think Ghana has meddled in the affairs of the Congo i n a very bad 

way which has not helped the mess in that unhappy country at all . I 

fear this mess will go on for a good deal longer still . Goodnight . 
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No 235 Broadcast on P.N.P. Conference 

NEvvS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday Nov 28 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: It was exactly a week ago today - on Monday NovembE 

2ls.t - that I commented on the 22nd Annual Conference of the Peoples 

National Party, which had ended the day before. You will remember 

that in the main my comments were concerned with the struggle for 

leadership inside the party. Leaders were fighting each other for 

pos i tions immediately behind Mr . Manley. I told you then that I 

thought the result of that struggle had been a solid vote of confidence 

for Mr. Wills Isaacs and his supporters . 

I had , of course, in common with most of you , heard and read 

summaries of Mr . Manley's Presidential Address . Our radios and our 

newspapers had carried the highlights.. But it was not until yesterday 

that I heard V~ . Manley's speech in detail . I am sure most of you 

heard it too . It was broadcast over this station at l . 15p.m yesterday 

afternoon . I think those of you who missed hearing that br oadcast, 

missed something very important . For myself, I think I was more 

impressed by this particular speech of Mr . Manley's than by almost 

any other I can think of . 

I think there were two bas ic parts to the speech . First j here 

was the party leader speaking to his followers . Here the politician 

was reviewing the progress of his party, discussing its problems, 

explaining its role . This was interesting and instructive; but more 

interesting to the party member than to the non-party person . And 

then there was the second part, the part in which Manley spoke to the 

nation and, in a sense to the whole world. In this part of his 

s peech Manley ceased to be just the leader of the country's ruling 
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political party. He was that rare thing in the political world: 

a statesman. I would say that a statesman is a man who has graduated 

from being a party politician who can only see the interests of his 

own party to someone who has grown big enough to see beyond the 

interests of his party. He is someone who can see the interests of 

the whole nation . He is someone who can hold up and problem and make 

us see it in a way no politician can. He is someone who can cut 

through our s:bupidities, through our fears , through our ignorances 

and make us face and understand a reality without being afraid. This 

is no easy thing to achieve and very few men ever achieve it. I think 

Manley achieved it when he spoke about the four problems f cing 

Jamaica . 

You remember the four serious problems he said we face. til:im 

First, there is the social-economic problem; second, there is the 

explosive Back-to-Africa Movement; third, the is the sudden developmat. 

of movements preaching race hatred; and f ourth, there is the 

Federation of the West Indies . He dealt with these problems in 

detail: you heard him so I will not try to summarise what he said. 

What I will say is that I am very happy about his promise that 

his government is going to take action to solve these problems . And 

I am glad that he put the social-economic problem first because I 

think that is the most important and the most immediate . The problem 

of the poverty of the mass of the people of Jamaica is problem number 

one in my opinion . I think that to a large extent problem number two 

and problem number three stem from problem number one . Poverty and 

misery can drive people to desperate measures . And I think the clarity 

with which Manley has seen this and held it up to us is a very great 

thing . You can only begin to cure a sickness when you know it exists 

and when you know what it is. Goodnight. 
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No 236 Manless Wprld 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Nov 29 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I wonder how the men of Jamaica would feel if 

they were told that as men they would one day die out and that Jamaica 

would become a country populated only by women . I wonder how the 

women of Jamaica would feel about having to live without men . And 

I wonder what the whole world would be like if there were only women 

in it and no men . 

Would women in a manless world go to all the tro~ble of making 

themselves look attractive for other women to see? Would they fuss 

about their figures as much as they do now? Would they go to the 

gairdresser to take the kinks out of their hair or put the kinks 

into their hair? And what would happen to the world ' s great cosmetic 

businesses? What would they do if there are no men to quarrel with 

for coming home late? Or for having had too much to drink with the 

boys ~~x before coming home? In fact, would women still be women in 

a manless world? You , dear lady , can you see yourself in a world 

without men? And what would you look like in such a world? And what 

will you do? And why will you do it? 

If you think these questions are foolish, then you are wrong . 

Until last week these estions never entered my mind . I had no reasm 

to think of a world without men any more than I had r eason to think of 

a world without men . But towards the end of last week I came across 

a news item which forced me to think along these lines . And the news 

item came from a very respectable and responsible source. 

In England there is an organisation of doctors known as the 

Br itish ' edical Association. It is a very learned and highly r espected 
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body which everyone takes very seriously. Well, it was the magazine 

of t he British Medical Associat ion which said last week t hat the time 

may come when a rac e of super-women wi ll rule a manless world . It 

says t hat in terms of biology. there is no real n eed or uch a lar ge 

number of men a s we have in the world today . The biologist who writes 

this quotes another scientist, a obel Prizewinner, w o sys that 

t he ale sperm could be taken from only the geniu s es among men and 

fro zen f or t wenty years . This sperm can then be administered to 

carefully chosen women who will produce a race of super-men . Now for 

this purpose you would only need a few menG fi a s c±t e f ~J• IZZ 

~f 1 ~~o you can cut down your male popu lation drast i cally . 

But the scientists do not stop there. They say the women who 

come out of this scientifically planned set -up will be super- women 

and only the fi t test of these will be allowed to have children . 

And from there they go even further . A time may come, they say, when 

these super -women will not need men in order to bring forth their 

young . This has already happened with certain creatures in the 

animal world . Look at the green fly, they say . The time may come 
I 

when a woman wont need to be fertilsed . She will bring forth her 

young without the help of any man , and all the young will be female . 

M1utxxti:i: The last remaining men 1'1 ths •J r:rili!uaeJ can then be done 

away with and woman will find themselves i n a world wi thout men . 

I don ' t know how the women feel about it but a manless world 

sounds like a dreadfully dul l future to me . One thing I know . I shouJd 

hate to be the last man lzc!L~~! 1 - ~ \!_l.!_~8 lbiiH♦ 

Thank goodness I won ' t be around by that time . Goodnight. 
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Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I hope the l adies have recover ed from the dreadful 

possibi l ities I raised last n i ght of a manless world . I should just 

like to let you know t hat the scientists who di scussed thi s thi ng 

did it in all seriousnes s . The one piece of comfort for us 1s t hat 

it may take hundreds and even thousands of year s before tha t dreadfu l 

possibility hits womankind. So let ' s t r y to f orget it and go on t o 

more immediate things. 

Las week's flare-up between between Dr. Er ic Williams and Sir 

Grantley Adams on what part the Federa l Government will play in the 

Base talks now going on in t h e island of Tobago, was a very odd 

business. Sir Grantley Adams must have known tha t he did not rea l ly 

h ave a leg to stand on. As Mr. Manley cabled t o Sir Grantley after 

the public clash between himself and Eric Williams, the whole 

procedure was agreed on in June of this year. It was agreed t hat at 

stage two of the bases talks each unit where there was an American 

ba se would be in charge of the negotiations concerning the base or 

bases on its territory. So why then did Sir Grahtley suddenly go 

l ook ing for trouble? 

I think the mrl~ reason for this apprently silly row is to be 

found in the unhappy relations that have grown up between the Federal 

Government on the one hand and the Government of Trinidad on the 

other. A we ek ago on Monday, Mr . Robert Bradshaw, the Federal 

Mini ster of Finance, suddenly lashed at at Dr. Eric Williams i n the 

Federal Parli ament. The essence of Mr . Bradshaw ' s attack was that 

the Government of Trin i da d di d not have any respect fo r the Federal 
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Government . Dr . Williams has been frankly critical of much t hat the 

....., Federal Government has done and of more that it has not done , and t he 

Federal Ministers know this . Ther e have been personality clashes and 

clashes over questions of status and di gnity . The Federal people 

s omet i mes lash out bli ndly because they feel they ar e not treated 

with t he respect t hey des erve , and it is no secret that Mr . Bradshaw 

h imself is most unhappy i n Port -of - Spain and may qu i t the federal 
a t 

scene/a~XEE t he next elections . I think this latest flare -up can only 

be explained in terms of t hes e mat t ers of face and di gnity . 

Nearer home, I would commend t o you Satur day ' s Gleaner editorial . 

under the heading: Save Ki ngston. This is a sane and sober plea for 

more money in order for Jamaica' s capital city to give i ts citi zens 

the kind of services they demand and are enti tled to. The paper 

points out that in terms of the rea l worth of money the K.S. A.C was 

spending £6.10. a year for ever y citizen in the Corporate Area in 

1939, and today it is s pending only .£3.15. for every citizen. The 

paper says the city needs at leas t 22 two and t hree-quart er mi llion 

pounds a year to put it back into t he position it was in 1939. 

Certainly, we are all of us cla mouring for more and bett er 

s erv ices ; but these services have to be paid for. Downtown Kingston 

needs public toilet conveniences very badly. But all t h is requires 

money . And t he money must come from us, the taxpayers. 

Finally, t here i s the question of whether 18-year-olds shou l d be 

all owed to vote. I have very little patience with talk of t he irrespcn­

s i bilit y of youth. I know some very irrresponsible oldsters. If 18-

year-o l ds are fit to pay ta&es then I think they are fit to vote . 

Goodnight. 
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