ABSTEACT

Hunger—related Iroblems are considered to be
the mosi Pressing of mankind'sg contemporary dilcomas,
Conventionally, Iroblews of world hunger have been attributed
to rapid Dopulation growth in developing countries, along
with "primitive" and therefore "inefficient™ farming ypractices

endemic in thege countries,

Logiecally, this corventional diagnosis has
elicited relategd Proposals for the solution of thoge broliems,
Invariably, the Suggestion is Tor the institution of siringent
neasures to curb Lopulation growtiy and even more widespreagd
have beer the suggestions for the unconditional "moderniz-tiog"

of the agricultural nethods used in developing coumtries,

The Suggested, and indeed manifested "moders—
ization pathway" hag elways involved the €N masgse iransfer
of agricultural vecknology from the industralizeq to the
dcveloping‘countries. The rationale is that since these
technologies allow higsn agricultural.productivity in develnp—
ing countries, theip transfer to less developed countrieg
would noost productivity there also, However, despite the
many zgricultural medernization initiatives, both at natjcral
and international levels, domestic foopg Production in many

developing Countries centinue to stagnate, and even decline,



The bzsic point is that many agricultural development projzcts
vave failed to corprehend the hipghly complex and adaptable
farming systems of these regions as well as the cultural and

environmertal miliou in which thcse gystems are embedded.

This research seeks to highlight the impacts
that conventional approaches to agricultural modernization
have made on traditionzl scall scale farming societieé, using
the Accompong Maroon viilage in Jamaica as a case study.

This is in support of the calls for an "aliernative pathwey" to
agricultural development now being echoed by many scholars on
Third Worlé develooment problems. The research focuses or
analyses of the food supply syslem of the Accompong Maroor
village as well as thc factors which initiaie transformation
in this system. #xamination is made of the ways in which
transformation impacts on the agro-econocmic and socio-cullural
framework of the village. Tltimately the research emphas:ses
the need to & reassessment and reappraisal of traditional
farming systems as a precursor to the formulation of a
relevant and appropriate agriéultural modernization pathwoys

for these scocieties.



