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ABSTRACT 

This thesis seeks through a close-reading of The Secrrt  

Ladder and the essays contained in Tradit ion,  the Writer and 
Society and by cross-references to the other novels of the 

Guiana Quartet  to locate the work of Wilson Harris within a 

dialect ical  framework. 

I t  begins by defining the concept 'dialect ic '  in term < i  

Hegel 's  system and method; and by an analysis of the assays i t  

indicates how the dialectic underpins Harris 's  theoret ical  
concerns and carries over into his f iction.  The study demons*ratca 

that  Harris is  chiefly concerned with ideal  structures and 

formal problems rather than external and objective reali ty,  

whether of history,  society or landscape.  I t  shows th.i* 

primary idiom of Harris 's  f iction is  the image; i t  analyses 
the structure of the image and shows i t  to be dialect:  i1.  

The close-reading of The Secret  Ladder follows th« applic­
ation and unfolding of the dialectical  method in terms cf lang­
uage, .  s tructure,  personae,  images and ideas in the novel.  1* 
as a key task the identif icat ion of the major imaginative 
c o n s t r u c t s  o f  H a r r i s ' s  f i c t i o n  a n d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  r ' n c s "  i r "  c  •  1  v  

explicable in terms of the dialectic.  The Secre*: La 1 in 
identified as a problem novel which,  nevertheless,  represser.*-

a crucial  stage in Harris 's  experiments with form in! 

development of the dialect ical  novel.  

In identifying the personae of the novel the st  .  !y 

that  they function within a dialect ical  pat tern cf '  1 .1 1 :ng* .  
existing not as autonomous entities but as aspects f i * •-i. 

subjective consciousness which becomes identified w. * n# 

narrative consciousness.  The thesis also examines th«* i / i  ; :  
psychological motivations of the protagonist and uhcvr. hl.n • » 

be involved in a drama of individuation.  I t  ir .di  \m  < • •  a* a -

the psychological  level the narrat ive unfolds within •;*.«* 
of  a clearly defined formal structure.  


