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ABSTRACT 

Clearing The Minefield: Resolving Conflicts Between MJ I H U  

And Non-Islamic Worlds 

Raghunath Mahabir 

This thesis examines the elements of conflict resolution whuh arc • 41 I 

both in the Islamic and non-Islamic worlds. Then, elements K.-.h • h 41 • 

combined to  create  a  new paradigm in confl ict  resolu t ion \Umh m.o use - t o  

effectively resolve conflicts between Muslims and non M . 

In attempting this task three case studies have been sclc\ ted I he t v • * 

involve the conflicts between the Moros and the govern men: •• 1* 11 >mev 

the one hand, and the conflict between the Sfuhamnuuir.1 lain n% with 

the government, Christian missions and other groups in Indo: cxia I • < : thi d uk 

study focus on the relationship and conflict between the ' mtcd Vatc% < • \mc va 

and the Republic of Iran over the last twenty five years 

The conceptual framework presented may b e  s een  a- p." • a tctfin* 

ground of ideas and possible research directions that .ire bong *' and ir*Jcr«b 

study of ethnic conflict. 

Current methodologies of ethnic conflict revolution are. dei;i»«e wwnc 

successes ,  dis t ress ingly l imited in  their  resul ts  and .  n  r  - the  v  r r v .  

prevailing theories and modes of application ma> hu-.c t" he bricaJN touol 

while  the terrain of  ethnic  confl ic ts  is  constant ly  expanding and t » < * »  

abound. There is a compelling need for thinking ncv. p.ir^U^rta. U hart*-



u 

developing diagnostic models and tools and for redesigning - - a * * 

resolution forms, not only because new areas and kinds ot ethnic contlut Kccsn t 

be appearing, but also because of the further deteriorating nature • . ."im long' 

existing conflicts. This need becomes even more immediate m t! e A citi-m 

where ambivalent feelings toward Islam and Islamic peoples e\: 
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