Miss Donna Ortega Clo R.J.R,
Cio Miss Jennifer Grent

RJR News Room November 12, 1995

PAJ Netional Journsalism Awards, 1945

Dear Miss Ortege,

Herewith my resctions to this yesrs Opinicn and Commentery entrigs:

1) The Philip Sherlock series FOUNDATIONS OF NATIONHOOD stahds
out herd #nd shoulders sbove the rest of this year's entiies. They ere
instructive and inspiring; snd I hope they =re destined for s more
permenent form of publication later. The question is:Does this series
belong smong entries for = competitive journalssm ,ward? Sherlock is
e distinguished hbstorian and scholer and I wonder how I, when I was a
very young journalist, would nave felt about heving to compete with
such en outstending veteran who is not even a2 pr.ctising journalist.
Cn sober refiection, it might be en inspiration.

2) The XKen Chaplin piece is a welcome, well-written, well-documented
counter to the fashionable 'politicien bashing' of our days., I +think it
deserves wider notice.

The rest of the entries nare average 'journeymsn' stuff, Carl Wint's
Journey to the year 2,000 begins interesting enough with a delightful
vision of the fantnstic trensformatien of Kingston and its surrounding.
And then you remember thet the yegr 2,000 is only five years away and
the things he conjectures - elegsnt free ports, 24-hour rail service,
unemployment at eround 0.5%, cleasn streets, no beggers - cannot be
achieved in thet time.<It is unresl.

Fasil Welters on Ragta is interesting but the Ethiopisn Orthodox
Church hes never accepted the 'divinity' of the line of Hsile Selsssie
and we do not went to perpetusrte the myth, however obliguely.

Two lots of éditorisls: one from the Glerner, the other from the
Sunday Gleener; disperete ~nd with no common theme or thresd running
through them. You mey recall The Twin City Sun editorinls of lesst yeer
winich had thet common thread of the community and its problems end which
peinted such a grephic picture. These are nothing like that,

Finally, should the PAJ note, in pessing, the need for much more
sub-editing of meterisl which finds its way into print? I regember e
time when =1l copy was cerefully cleesned before geing into print. Heesd
lines were checked agasinst stories; spelling wes always correct. Sub-
editing sterndsrds have declined bmdly. We nced to comment.

Sincerely

Peter Abraanams
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October 20, 1995

Mr. Peter Abrahams

c/o RJR

32 Lyndhurst Road
Kingston 5

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

or Donna ‘Oi‘tega §22-—3400—9
: (Gleaner Co.)

L

judging the entries in the 1995 NAtional Journglism Awar

The Press Association of Jamaica (PAJ) invites your assi#wce in

Competition.

This year, it is proposed to evaluate the submissions 'during a meeting
convened to deal with each medium, as a group,with the judges
making their recommendations at the end of the day as foilow*

®

Judging of Newspaper entries, Nov. 4 at RJR's Board Room

Judging of Radio/TV entries,

. 11 at CARIMAC $

The results will then be collated by the awards committee for
presentation at the annual banquet on November 24,

We are attempting to implement new procedures this year in keeping
with discussions with the various media houses to improve efficiency
and transparency in the management of the competition. Guidelines
which have been drafted will be made available to ypu.

in addition, we are inviting you to advise the Secretary of those
items of work which appeared in the media between September 3¢ 1994

and September 30,
in the evaluation.

1995 which, in your opinion, should be considered

We look forward to your assistance with this competition.

Yours sincerely,

PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAMAICA

: Donna Ortega

Secretary



liiss Donna Ortegs
C/o Miss Jennifer Grant

November 6, 1994

PAJ National Joummaaism /Awards, 1994

Dear Miss Ortega,

I begin.with an olad gripe, which, after last year's submissicns
I thought h_d been settled. Ve seem to be back to peopke gethering up
everything they had written for the yesr and shoving &t the PAJ without
any selecting or sorting out. ©So we heve 17 pieces from NMr. M-rtin

Henry, 15 pieces from Mr.

Kingsley Alexender, and 1O pieces from Nr.

Pete Sankey, I referred to this type of 'dumping' in my reports 66
1988 snd 1992, =nd wes rel eved to see an epparent helt to it in 1993,
But here it is beck agein, Plerse insist that the media houses do
their own pre-selection a:d submit to the PAJ only the three or four
best pieces in their Jjudgement of sny one particulsr entrant.

Opinion Journslism:

Editorisls: a)

b)

Conmunity Servicese)

Berbara Gloudon, «Cearodyn Cooper asnd Jean
Lowrie-Chin all compeldled my respectful
attention by the «deliescy of touch they brought
to serious ,ociml eommentsry. The humour and
lightness of touch sharpened the impect of their
comments., Of the three Lowrie-Chin wns a first-
time encounter for me. They 2ll deBerve to be
honoured.

They two Her=zld editorisls on Mr. Seaga and

13 Tivoli Grrdens 'ringleaders' represented

the kind of bold end chellenging editorisl writing
that is all too rere these days.

ihe nine editorisl entries of the Twin City Sun
add up to 2 rare justification for such multiple -
entries, As a body they give m clear feel of

the communit, snd its multi-faceted problems and
the role the paper plays in the tackling of those
problems, there is no similsr entry for

The News, the other important community newspeper
performing = similer role. So I would suggest
thet both the Twin City Sun and The News be
recognised for their outstending editorisl
contiributions to community development.

Iwin City Sun entered & series 'Time For Ms=king
Home Improvements' which provides the kind of
useful advice and tips which add up to importent

community services., Agein though there is no

entry from The News, it too provides similer
services about health, sbout the deangers of
smoking, sbout youth; all matters of profound
importance to communities. Perhaps it is time
the PAJ took special note of the speciel
services provided by the community newspspers.

Yours sincerely

Peter Abrashems
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P.O. Box 576, Kingston 10 1 Oxford Park Ave Kgn. 5
elsphons: 968-9410  Fax: 968-9238

October 30, 1994

Mr.Peter Abrahams
c/o Radio Jamaica
32 Lyndhurst Road
Kingston 5

Dear Mr. Abrahams:
The Press Association of Jamaica is once again inviting you
to assist in judging entries for the National Journalism

Awards 1994,

We are enclosing entries for your consideration, and would

appreciate if you submit a brief report on the results.
I can be contacted at the above address.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

1'4 . :
14 /@L«;_éfé’j 77

onna Ortega



i

NATIONAL JOURNALISM AWARDS

ENTRIES CLOSE TO THE SECRETARY, PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAMAICA
2 3/4 RUTHVEN ROAD, KINGSTON 10, ON OCTOBER 25, 199%4.

The entries must be published or broadcast between October 1, 1993 and September 30, 1994.

1. CATEGORIES
Awards will be granted in six (6) general categories:

1) Subject areas/Journalistic categories
2) Technical Skills

3) Outstanding Public Service

4) Small Publications

5) Special Awards

6) Most Outstanding Journalist

2. SUBJECT AREAS
Awards will be granted to an individual or production crews for outstanding journalist work
categorized under each of the following subjects:

1) Investigative Journalism (top award)

2) Opinion journalism (commentary, opinion writing, news analysis)
3) News

4) Culture

5) Sports

6) Human Interest

7) Business & Commerce

8) Agriculture

9) Children

10) Health

In determining what entries are outstanding, the judges will consider the following factors:

a) Sustained and outstanding public service in terms of journalistic excellence.

b) Suitability to the medium under assessment.

c) use of special skills to improve production/text, e.g. satire, drama and graphics.
d) Achieving and maintaining high levels of public interest.

e) Research

3. OUTSTANDING PUBLIC SERVICE
This award is open to any medium and made to the journalist or media crew who, in the opinion of
the judges, have written or produced (audio visual or print) work that constitutes the most
outstanding public service.

In determining what entries are outstanding, the following factors will be considered:
a) demonstrable public impact
b) superiority of style
c) authenticity and content
d) accumulative work



4. TECHNICAL SKILLS ;
Awards will be granted to an individual or crews in all media for exemplary work in the following

dareas:

- Photography--news, human interest
- Engineering

- Editing

- Research

- Presentation/delivery

- Graphics

- Cartoons

Entries in sub-editing category must be substantiated by edited copy.

5. SMALL PUBLICATIONS
This award will be granted to any publication which is adjudged outstanding. In determining what
publication is outstanding, the judges will consider the following factors:

a) Outstanding public service - sectoral/community
b) Excellence in production - writing style, editing, layout and content.

6. SPECIAL AWARDS
The judges will consider granting special award(s) for outstanding work which do not necessarily fall

in any of the above prescribed categories. In determining what work falls into this category, the
following factors will be considered:

a) Outstanding public service

b) Sustained (accumulative excellence in standard over time)

c) Emphasis on such work on the periphery of Journalism, e.g. columnists, commentators,
D.J’s, Radio/Television presenters and broadcasters

d) Outstanding contribution to a particular sector or body of information

7. MOST OUTSTANDING JOURNALIST
Selection of the person-adjudged to be the most outstanding Journalist will be on the basis of work
submitted by monitors, including those at media houses. Emphasis will be placed on sustained,
exemplary work.

A
The National Committee reserves the right NOT to make awards if it considers that work submitted

is not outstanding.

Press Association of Jamaica

ey .

oy



4/11/93

Miss Claire Forrester

~ S o 5 . y
PAd C/o lMiss Jennifer Grent
HJR News Hopom

NATIONAL JOURNALISN AWARDS, 1993

Leer Claire: Herewith my resctions to this year's entries.,

- I note with plensure the apparent pre-selection inste=d of just
chucking everything in.

Of tne taree offerings I received the group of pieces by Michrel
wanley stand out and would, under normel circumstences, cop the awsrd
nhands down, The 8election Committee may indeed 8o decide, But I set
out my own personsl concerns. Michael Manley holds = very speciel
place in Jzmeicen affeirs: the first Prime\Minister to heve stepped
ddwn voiunterily while in power and with minimnl pressure from party or
people; & grecat upholder of press freedom (despite thet m=rch cn North
Street) snd the best friend +the PAJ hes hnd in any Prime Minister of
the pest thirty-odd yeers, Sco the(PAd,vand the news medis in genersl,
have good cause for wenting to honour this most distinguished of living
Jemaicen politiciens. The point is He is still primerily & politician
despite his withdrawal from public political office. He is seen es such
and accepted as such both here #nc taroughout the region ss well =8 in
the wider world. Which ds why they wanted him to be part of that monitor-
ing group to Hriti, and to wmndertake tuhst job for regional tourism, =and
why he travels to menywplaces to telk. His writings, too, srepsrt snd
parcel of his ongodng politicel sctivity, in much the ssme way thet
Churchill's writings were. I do not think it serves the best interests
of either Jrmeicen Jjournalism or whet these ewsrds are intended to schieve
or, indeed, the high reputation of Michmel Mrnley thet he should be
honoured by wey of.this kind of contest amcng Jrmaican journelists, I
think he deserves very special, uncompetitive, recognition snd honour
from the PAJ for his contridbution to press freedom snd his speciel
support of the PAJ over a very long time,

Rhoma Tomlinson's ®"Ordesl at Esrnett Street" is more 2 humsn interest
feature slory then a piece of opirnicn jouenelism. It is good of its kind
taough rether carelessly written,

Cwen Baptiste brings a refreshing perspective and welcome light touch,
free of the usuel nastiness, to his debunking of the pomposity of some

of our longstanding columnists, I think he should be noted in some way;
end I nope he begins & new trend in lightly nendled criticel commenti, Ty,

Best wishes

“eter Abrehams
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17 June 1993

Dear Member,

This is to remid you that your annual subscription of one hundred ($100),
to the Press Association of Jamaica becomes due on July 1, 1993. This should
be paid-to the Secretary, or forwarded to her through any member of the PAJ
Executive,

Please note that if your subscription is not paid by July 31, the Assoc-
iation's constitution requires that you be 'deemed and declared' a non-financial
member, (Section 8.3). 1In the event of this happening, then a re-application
for membership and the payment of all outstanding subscription(s) may become
necessary.

Please pay in your subscription early so that your membership will be up
to date and also to facilitate an orderly tidying up of this year's activities.
Additionally, it should be borne in mind that these funds are our association's

main source of income. -
You may contact the secretary at 927-1511.

Sincerely

--------------------------

Clare A. Forrester
Secretary

91A Old Hope Road, Kingston 6.
Tel: 978-3078, 927-3754, 92-71511  Fax: 977-2700



November 7, 1992

Miss Claire Forrester,
Secretary, PAJ

National Journalism Awards, 1992

Dear Clesire: Herewith this year's entries for the annual PAJ Awards.

I start with an old gripe going back to my assessments of 1988
when a group of journalists %mainly from the Glesner) g=thered slmost
everytuing they had written during the year end dumped it on the PAJ

for selection. Please see my note of November 20, 1988, This time you
sent me twenty-six pieces byCarl Wint; most of them with lottery-style
multiple category entries: Opinion journalism/Outatanding Journalism/
Public Service. Wint is too experienced a journalist for this kind of
scattershot approach., I think it was in the lest Awards that the PAJ
honoured him, Unless you want to repeat the honour for sustained
professional competence there is nothing really new or striking in

this wad of unselectively put together material. May I urge the

committee to suggest to media houses and Journalists alike that they
desist using the PAJ Awards as a kind oflattery drum for random selection,
Selection should begin with them, inhouse, and only the best sent to us,

1) Men in Prison for 23 ¥ears without trial compelled my attention
and wanted to ask if Glenroy Sinclair hes anything further to
tell us., Has the man 'Huddie' O'Brien been released since? If
he hes Sinclair could Just claim to hpve influenced the event
and would be deserving of the top award for Investigetive

Journalism, I guggest o departure from the norm to check out
this point and so round off the story.

2) Misha Lobban's Shame of May Pen Cemetery is a case-study of

the need for eaiforial guidence and eassistance. As thestory

stands it is a well-reseerched horror story. If an editor or

supervisor had suggested going deeper - how to cope with matter in

both the short and long run - we would have grappled with what
to do about the use of prime real estate for cemeteries in a context

of an expanding population demanding more living room in a very

finite physical environment: the same land area to house more

of the living and more of the dead, Whose interest should couae

first? How do you deal with that? This could have been a piece

of real investigative Jjounrralism,

3) Will A, Pluck's Ceribbean Art Reflecting Moral Decay is the
kind of 'social' and art criticism we can happily do without,
It is pompous, self-importent and dismissive and thet does not
serve any worthwhile interest other than to show Just how bright
and smart I em, Shades of Andrew Hope with slightly less literery
skills. I'm sorry but this one made me angry.
You sent me no Investor's Choice piece on Woemn,

I am most interested in the answer to the Glenroy Sincleair story,
Best wishes



PRESIDENT
PATRICK HARLEY

1st VICE PRESIDENT
JENNIFER GRANT

2nd VICE PRESTDENT
CLIFF HUGHES

SECRETARY
CLAIRE FORRESTER

ASSISTANT
SECRETARY
GARFIELD GRANDISON

TREASURER
CARMEN TIPLING

EXECUTIVE

MEMBERS
FRANKLIN MCKNIGHT
MAURICE GARISSON
JULIE CHEN
WYVOLYN GAGER

PRESS
ASSOCIATION OF
JAMAICA

PROFESSIONAL CENTRE OF JAMAICA
2% RUTHVEN ROAD, KINGSTON 10, TEL: 92-62434

3 December 1991

Mr. Peter Abrahams

c/o Radio Jamaica Limited
32 Lyndhurst Road
Kingston 5

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Many thanks once again for your support with
the annual Awards exercise. We realise that you had
limited time to consider the submissions with which you
were presented, but nevertheless, based on the reports,
you managed very well.

The PAJ's Executive wants you to know how grateful
we are and would hope that we can continue to rely on

your cooperation in 1992.

Please accept our regards and best wishes for a
pleasant holiday season.

Sincerely yours,
QM
Clare A. Forrester

SECRETARY

CAF/£fj



October 26/10/91

I's Claire TForrester
cecretary, PAJ

Cso Ms Jennifer Grant
Idi Newsroom

Naetional Jourtalism Awerds

Lesr Claire,

I found this year's batch of entries (at“leest those you sent
me) much less interesting than in previous years.

Though your folder seid 'Investigative' whst I received were
six opinion entries snd tnree investigetive entries.

OFINION: l) Some rfemele IJds = No selferespect
2) Temporery Insanity

Bota by Joan Fegen a.u_both rather superficial treatment of
very seriocus problems concerning women in our society. In other
hand, I think, these may have been worthy of recognition., rernaps
this (young?s Journalist would benefit from a few consciousness-
reising sessions with groups like the Jistren collective., lhe James
Ingram bit is pure pr stulfs

The groud of entries by Ui=2lford Henry in this categor,
is, by contrast, wholely professional, 2s is to he expected of a
senior journadist fror the G.esner. I did, however, sense a2 certain
timidity in expressing his own views and criticisms 1n what are,
after ell,“supposed to be 'opinion pieces', I found him very much
stronger in his "Behind the lace" series where he often shed revealin
end gt times delightful light on the goings on in the nation’'s
Pariiement., I would like to see him ‘'recognised' for tnis series -
though 1 doubt that it cen be called 'Opinion Journalism'.

INVESTIGATIVE:
1) Hurricane zinc Gelore by Sheila wetson sheds an
interesting rural light on one of our nastiest
scendals and is good Jjournelism = bUri the story
is still to be completed
2)Victoria Jubilee a Fire Trap by Claire Clerke. Did
anything come out of her story? Did sne follow it up?
Is the place sny safer? 1 would like to know, ~

3) I Spy uUrugs ete by DLelroy A VWhyte-Hell is a2 mixed
bag and so hard to Jjudge. Ilne second pert of the
drug story wes not included. The piece on untrained
morticians is alerning =nd demands 2 follow=up that
would leasd to the proper treining and licensing of
morticians - so its another unfinished story.
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NATIONAL JOURNALISM AWARDS

" ENTRIES CLOSE TO THE SECRETARY, PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAMAICA, 2 3/4
RUTHVEN ROAD, KINGSTON 10, ON OCTOBER 19, 1961

The entries must be published or broadcast between October 1, 1260
and September 30, 19¢3.

1, CATEGORIES

 Awards will be granted in six (6), general categories:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

Subject areas/Journalistic categories
Technical skills

Outstanding Public Service

Small Publications

Special Awards, '

Most Outstanding Journalist

2, SUBJECT AREAS

Awards will be granted to individuals or productien ¢rews for
putstanding journalistic work ‘categorized under each of the
following subjects:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

8)

Investigative Journalism (top awardj

Opinion Journalism (Commentary, Opinion Writing, News Analysis)
NewsJ :

Culture

Sports

Human Interest

Business § Commerce

Agriculture



In determining what entries are outstanding, the judges will consider
the following factors:

1) Sustained and outstanding public:servicé iﬁ'fe}ﬁs of joﬁrﬁalist@c
excellence. ‘ i :

2) Suitability fo the medium under assessment. i

3) Use of special skills to improve production/text e.g. satire,
drama, graphics. '

4) Achiéving and maintaining high levels of public interest.

5) Research

3. OUTSTANDING PUBLIC SERVICE

This award is open to any medium and made to the journalist or media
crew who, in the opinion of the judges, have ‘written or produced (audio/
visual or print) work that constitute the most outstanding public service.
In determining what entries are outstanding, the following factors will be
considered:

a) demonstrate public impact

b}_,sppexioritylof style

¢) authenticity and content

d) accumulative work

4. TECHNICAL SKILLS -

Awards will be granted to individuals or crews in all media for
exemplary work in the following areas: J

Photography
Engineering

Editing

Research
Presentation/delivery
Graphics

Cartoons



Entries in the sub-editing category must be substantiated by edited
copy.

5. SMALL PUBLICATIONS

Community Newspapers
Newsletters
Magazines

This award will be granted to any publication which is adjudged
outstanding. In determining what publication is outstanding, the judges
will consider the following factors:

a) Outstanding public service - sectoral/community;

b) Excellence in production - writing style, editing,
layout, content.

6. SPECIAL AWARDS

The judges will consider granting special award(s) for outstanding
work which do not necessarily fall in any of the above prescribed cate-
gories. In determining what work falls into this category, the following
factors will be considered:

1) Outstanding public service
2) Sustained (accumulativecsxcellence in standard over time)

3) Emphasis on such work on the periphery of Journalism
eg. columnists, commentators, D.J.'s, Radio/TV
Presenters/Broadcasters.

4) Outstanding contribution to a particular sector or body
of information.

7. NOBY . DUTSTARDING JOURNALIST

4

S Selection of the Most Outstanding Journalist will be on the basis %

of work submitted by monitors, including those at media houses. Empico.- .
will be placed on sustained, exemplary work.

NOTE

Each entry must be endorsed by a media house monitor or,
a senior editor, or at least two PAJ members in good standing.

The National Committee Teserves the right NOT to make wwos
jt considers that work submitted is not outstanding.



Phone: 0944-2580

Oetober 25, 1990

Miss Claire “oprester
Secretary, PAJ,

Lear Cleire,
1990 National Journalism Awards

fhe most interesting and welcome thing about the batch of entries
you sent me this year is examplified by the Yvonne Grinam entry

"Women to wbman"

lhe idea of a serious, no-nonsense weekly page on matters concerning
women and their interests =snd concerns without the usual playing up to
the dominant malevalue system is refreshing indeed. And the Grinem
series on Amy Bailey and her life snd works is &s pointed an example
of this welcome development as you could want, I think you want to
find out who the actuasl originator(s) of the page is/sre end consider
whe ther PAJ should not give her/them & special awsrd, The difficulty
is that the RECCRD, too, cerries such a seclion; indeed Usphne assures
me the RECORD sterted the wnole trend to this more serious afxzxfxkynews
XZmER &nd feature trestment of snd by women of metters concerning women,
But you only sent me the Gleener entry, so the Awerds Committee will
have to decide whether tuere is some way special recognition ¢ould Dbe
given the entire print medium for this welcome development. That is,
of course, if the Committee agrees . I think too that the PAJ should
consider, in light of the passing of liss Amy, and Cynthia Wilmot's
and the Sistern Collective's “"Miss Amy & Miss lMay", whether this year's
awards should not somenow highlight the women in our society. I personally
am very heppy about all the indicmtions of the women themselves asserting
their place and rights without any of the 'anti' postures we find xmm in
the Zuropean women's liberation movements. Our history, our experiences,
our perceptions are different,

for thne rest, Cerl Wint and Wyvolyn Gager sre competent professional
'old hands' who could be honourebly mentioned if you so wish. Vanessa
Smith, on the other hand, reads like & young new entry into the
profession who is interested in digging up the news. If this is so then
I suggest some form of encouregement: we need to encourage the young
bright ones who enter the profession, if only to spur them on to greeter
effort,

As ever

Peter Abrehams



Dear Feter,
Thanks again
enc ]l sosd entries:

News

1. Wyvolyn Gager
Z. Anastasia Smith

Fublic Service

1. Yvonne Grinnan
2o carl Wint

: e Linvern Barrett

Upimion Journal ism
l. Cecelia Campbel]

Sincerely,

| S

Claire

Monday, 2z-10-790

for agreeing to help.

lease note the following
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15-7-'90

Dear Member,

The 48th Annual  General Meeting of the
Press Association of Jamaica 1s scheduled to
be held on Sunday, August 26 at the Radio
Jamaica Sports Club, 32 Lyndhurst Road,
Kingston 5, starting at 10:00 a.m.
not’

Please note the following

probosed constitutional améndment .

to the AGM :

Section 8
1. Members shall pay an entrance fee
Annual Subscription of One hundred Dollars.

and

not done so zs yet, please
subscription fee to the -
Secretary as soon as possible to facilitate
the tidying up of the Assocliation's affairs.
Alse PLEASE endeavour to be punctual for the

meet ing on Sunday, August 26.

If you have
forward your

Sincerely, A

\“\:\-M . 3‘ *L’a‘w"&”&/ g o
Claire A. Forrester'
Secretary
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il B SR TR
Dear Feter

The Ezecutive is scheduling a meeting with

the trustees of our Assocdation on Monday at
5:00 p.m. Venue of thel meeting is the office
of  Communication Consultants Limited, s

Balmoral  Avenue. ~This is located at  the
corner of Balmoral and Half Way Tree Foads.

The meeting is  being called to appraise you

o f the Assooiation’s financial status,
particulardy L the Trustee Account, prior to
forwarding this informat ion T the
Aoaociation®s auditors, It is also  being

calbled to pruvide us with an  opportunity to
jastify a short term loan from the Trustee
aceount to the general account.

We would be grateful if you would find it
possible to attend.

Sincerely, flquxt;_J
o O

Claire A. Forrester
Secretary




5/11/89
Dear Claire

PAJ National Journelism Awards

Sorry ebout the delay in returning enclosed with my comments.
It wes, as I told you on Friday, due to receiving your package
one whole week later then you delivered it. The RJ excuse is
chaos at the front-desk during the move for the rebuilding
programme now on. Anyway, here are my comments belatedly:

1) INVESTIGATIVE: Garfield Grendison's series of three
on 'lead Poisoning' struck as the most important in
this category. It is part of . the critical problem we

fzce on the environment - economic development versus the
degradation of the environment and the guality of human
life in Jamaica, This one is bound to loom larger with
time and the growth of the population and its needs in
2 finite physical environment, so the more information
on it the better. I think PAJ should encourage the intereats
of younger journalists in this subject and an award and
recognition might welp do that, The journalist in thia
case has also done his homework well,

2) OPINION: The TWIN CITY SUN's series of eight editorials

be tween October 1988 and The beginning of BEugmasyf 1989

make refreshing reading on a wide variety of topics as seen

from & community perspective. The topic rangef from the
state of the insurance business after 'Gilbert', through oublic
transport, loeal government, the death penality, to national
politicse, all handled as we rerely find in our national dalies, The
community orientation gives it its distinction.

3) PUBLIC SERVICE: The very long 'Election Eye' sevies by
Cerl Wint was professional and competent and welil resesrched
- all that one would expect from o top Journalist of long
experience. But I have mixed feelings: you dig up the
history, which is recorded, and you marshell it and dish it
out ebly and well; but you do not light it up with any new
angle of vision or any new perspective that would startle
the reader =nd make him or her feel and think and see old
events in a fresh new light. Perhaps the judgenment is too
harsgh. DBut shouldn't we judge the best in our profession by such
standards? I .esve this one to the final selectors.,

Incidentelly, the series of columns by C. Koy Reynoids which
are found on the editorial page of the coppes of the TWIN CITY SUN

Bhich were submittéd make delightfully irreverment, dari d
provocative reading, They are not entgned but I l{ke thzg.an



21/10/'89
Dear Peter,

I trust that all is well, or at least nearly so. By the time
you receive this package I hope that I will have had a chance

to speak to you.

You will have noted that this package contains entries to this
year's Journalism Awards programme.Accordingly, please note the
following enclosures

1. Carl Wint : Opinion News/Commentary -Serles off
Political News, Dec. '8888-Feb.'89.

2. Joan Barnett : 6 articles - Opinion & Investigative
3. Cherlton Dacosta: Investigative Journalism - 3 articles
4., Twin City Sun : Investigative/Opinion Journalism.

Although I have not enclosed any of Arnold Bertram's columns
from the Record, I am asking you to give your comments on his
work over the past year based on your own reading. We have
been having some problems getting any cooperation from the
editorial management at the Record, hence I have not managed
to date to make selection of his best work for the year..

If at all possible may I have your comments by next Wednesday?
(Nov. 4) I recall your criticisms last year about our short
notice and would not want to be so guilty this time around.

We have some very heavy commitments recently in view of the
proposed international conference of journalists and you
should get a special newsletter(s) this week which will
provide more detailed information on all the activities on the
conference and Journalism week in general.

Franklin and myself should be going to Barbados and Trinidad
this week to help step up the mobilizing for the conference. I
will speak to you further on my return.

Until such time, many thanks again for all your ongolng
support.

K_‘};\_i,\f‘) el - ﬁ\._‘_-: .’\) M ;“\._ o
Claire.
P.S. : Horace Levy resigned recently as a trustee. Not for

any vexed reason I think.



November 20, 1988

Miss Claire Forrester

Secrétary, PAJ. A

PAJ Annual AwWEXras

Cleire,

A note of concern to begin with., This is tne first time that 1
have hsd to go through eleven pieces by tne srme journalist (Beth Aud),
ten pieces by another (Clinton Chisholm), end nine by another (Eron Henry)
in the single category of ‘'Opinion Jounraiism'. 1 woulad heve thought
thet these journelists snd/or their media houses would have selected
what tney considered tneir test work for tne year for submission. The
exception is, of course, where a person's whole body of work is being
considered for some special awesrd or instne,cntegory of *Public Service.'™
T do not think it is 2 good trend in tne 'one shot' catefgories. For
one thing it shows an absence of any Sense of selection which is especialdly
bad in those of us out to shape publie opinion; for snother it suggests
a epsual sloppiness which by aefinition devalues what the PAJ is trying
to do with these awsrds: the reising snd mainteining the best stendards
in journslism., Whet is to prevent someone, next time around, Jjust to
elip together, say, fifty-two or gixty or more pieces brosdcast or
published during the course of the years and leave it to thePAJ to sort
out., I think it is 2 b=d trend. I think we have » right to expect our
members to select the  tnree or four pieces they and/or their media houses
consider their best work. for the yesr and submit only these; the PAJ
may of course wish te consider something not included., But Ithink the
indiseriminste mess submissions should be discouraged - otherwise the
PAJ h~d better chire full-time stoff to sort the chaff from the wheat.

J s el
=2

F 1=
Ee e

Now for tae assessment:

1) The 3-Part TWIN CILY SUN editorial on Crime &
Violence struck me ss the best piece of community
editorirl guidrnce on = key problem in the society.

2) Cerl Wint's 5-part piece on the Jamusican Tnvircnment
was first-rate, professional, snd deserves recognitien
for tae importence of the subject and its in-depth
henéling., 1t deserves o plece in either of the
categories for which it was entered.

3) 1 would desrly like to see Belford Henry return te
the subject "Are We Reslly Free?" but in greater
depth =nd with more reseerch snd thought. There is
a nistory of snaping sttitudes, including restrictiors
on treding by blacks, not menticned. /fnd why is it
thet Jrmaicans deo so much better elsewhere than at
home. This is e key subject which should be much more
aeeply aendled.

4) Plesse pey tridute to how the entire media performed
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November 3, 1987

i.leire,

Except for tue 'Nightshift On the Free Zone' story,
the batch you sent me this year wes not impressive.

I hope ycu hed cther and better ‘entites. Anyway, my

comments follow:

1) Poor Boy....50 a young mén makes a pile of money
running 2 nighteluk in london: what's so new or
apecial about thet? What does he do with his new
riches? Enhence the community from which he sprang?
Something like that would give it 2 special humen
interest,

2) Berly Childhopd Educstion... The community & the
churéh ore still &t the centre of besic educsa tion for
our toddlers ond I, for one, rcsent the rather dis-
missive ténef which suggests that thanks to foreign
cherity we are only now sterting the reai job, There's

good materiel not well handled.

3).Crisis of Science Te=mchei#s... Urgent & disturbing

roblenw well hendled., Worthy of specisl mention

4) iCherles Angel Uying of AIDS... I am not sure this
is.the best way of creating 2 climate of sympathetic
understsnding for either homosexuality or AILS.

5) Common Entrence Chesting... & good news story; but
is this all there wes on this scandel? I recollect
other, more in-depth stories.

6) Night Shift On the Free Zone... 1lhe best ana BuUGLbaiay

most important story in the batch, snd for me the only
one worthy of en award in its chosen category.
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PRESS
ASSOCIATION OF
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c/o Professional Centre of Jamaica

PRESIDENT
GLADSTONE WILSON 2‘% Ruthven Road, Kingston 10

1st VICE PRESIDENT May 25, 1987
DAVID EBANKS

2nd VICE PRESIDENT | Fear Trustee,
GRANVILLE NEWELL #s promised, we wish to advise ycu of developments

SECRETARY in +h# associstion which pre-empted amvearlicr invitztion to

CLAIRE FORRESTER you from the bkxecutive to meet with ase

ASSISTANT Pivetiy b R 3 1 : P e
irstl »lease be advised thiat the following members were
SECRETARY bl .
BEVERLY HAMILTON elected at a Spocial CGeneral meeting in January:
8 3 2 3 i A s s 3
TREASURER David Lbanks Freslident
KARL ANGELL Granville Newell lst Vice President
LEGAL ADVISOR Vincent Tulloch Z2nd Vice President
CRERIIN P EARSER Carmen Tipling Treasurer
EXECUTIVE Yatrick Harley Chairman, Bducation Committee
MEMBERS
HUGH MARIN Agypyou have been advised previocusly, the election of thecse
MICHAEL SHARPE officers fellowed on the resignation of former president,
GLEN McFARLANE - | Glagistene Wilson who left for Canada to take up a study grant

at the University of windsor, and also of the former treasurer
Karl Angels and of Hugh Martin for persounal reasons.

We further wish to advise you that our headquarters is now
housed at the Professional Centre of Jamaica at the above address.
Thne Press Club, however, has been temporarily closed and a
realistic programme of restoration is being developed by the
Lxecutive which should, hopefully, be ready by June.

The closure oi the Press Club and relocation of our head-
quarters were authorized by the January meeting. This was based
on a rejort made at the meeting of a notice from our then land-
agnets to increase the rental as of March 1 by some 400%.
sdditionally, as was reported at the last Annual General ieeting
. and restated a. tne January meeting, "...the revenue available to 1
the Association and Club are not matching the rate at which
eXpenses are growing...lhe Pre.s Club too has to’be looked at
since it is used by no more than ten to twenty per cent of the
» | membership."

You should note thot moft of our furniture have been stored
in space provided by a warehouse made possible through the
3 ; - ol PSRV & L's PrS 3 L.;.-
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efforts of the new treasurer. 4+n addition all our paintin.s
have been stored at the National Gallery. In short, an inven—
tory of eall items of furniture, was taken before our removale

Also as was discussed with you atean individual level, the
meeting which we had scheduled with you in Pebruary, was to
outline cur current perilous financial situation which necessi-
tated a loan from our Trust funds held by the National
Conmercial Bank.

In addition to severalother outstanding prior commitments,
we were left facing a debt of approximately 515,000 to Cceana
arising out of the lastemedia/seminar. In order to preserve

the good name of the Asseciation, we had no option but to secure
funds ‘rom that actounis Fortunately, we were able to geot the
support of those of you with whom we communicated this position
and the Cceana debt ds now settled.

e, however, are optimistic of recovering most or all of this
arount belv. e Lue ¢ua vi tuis agministrative year, tinroush tne
generos3ity ef some of tne sponsors of the media seminare. lndeed
we, have already secured some of this amount and there are indie
cations that we should be hearing from another sponsor soone

&im-}-}y-;-we—uéeh—to—a}.scrms_é you that onm a recommendation
frer—eur auditeors]

Finally, we wish to advise you that at the last Annual
General leeting, members, acting on the recommendation from
our auditors, decided Lo recommend to you that the previous
outstanding loan from the Trustees' Account, accumulated over
several years, be written off as a grant in view of the
unlikelinocod of it being repaid.

In cloring we wish to a sure you that the Executive is
actively devising new and crestive strategies to provide what we
hope to be an incressed level of funding and hopefully reopen
a more sustainable Fress Club.

Zincerely

M / }W&ﬂ/—

Beverly flamidton /&37"'-‘(—%)



Oetober 27, 1986

¥Miss Claire Forrester,
Secretary, P.A.Jd.

National Journalism Awards

Lear Claire,

Herewith my assessment, rsther more hurriedly made
then I would have preferred (tc be given only a couple
of days is really not enocugh time):

1., EH¥ESLTIGALIVE JOURNALISH

I think Devid Geddes' story on the Jamaican
Government's over-pricing to local fermers of fertiliser
received free from Candda and to be .s0ld to those farmers
at 75% of world merket prices, but which the government
sold at full market price, was =2 .elessic piece of
Journalistic police work which bore results. After hemming
and hawing =nd denying eny wrongdoing, the government was
forced to acknowledge the faets and reduce the price
to 80.3%. I think it desexrves the top prize in this
category.

2. OPINION JOURKALISHM

8. Basil Buck's Finencial snalyses =re a refreshing
departure from 211 the ‘bottom~-line wallahs' who write
on financial matters in the Gleaner. He relates
financisal affairs to down-to-eerth bread and marge issues,
to,education, to housing, to humen hope. In the process
he tekes some of the, I think, deliberste, mystification
out of money metters. And this, as well as content and
style, deserves to be recognised.

b. I also hope you will find some wey of rewsrding
:len lMcFerlene's socislly very important Portmore
Pipelire. It is excellent community journalism.

LBest regards

Peter Abrahams



7/11/85
Miss Cleire Forrester,
PAd Secret=ry

Annuzl Journalism Awerds, 1985

LDesr Cleire,

1) Investigntéve Jourmdlism:

ihe Marc Rich Comnection is, in my

Judgement, the most importeant series in

this category for this year - provided

the excepts from the interview with the

Minister of Mining, ¥r. Hugh Hart, on
September 29, is seen as part snd parcel of
tiie series. Indeed, without thet interview
the series is not really complete: with it
the series becomeés an important in~depth
exploration of & key econowmic sector =nd
some guesticnavle operetions in it.

2)Culture:

~valute to Gervey, in this category,
brings into focus & side of this Netional
Hero's perscnality, interests snd activities
not widely known. I personslly did not, for
instance, know of the extent of Garvey's
involvemnent, at a personsl level, in Jamaice
fgasaroots culturel movement. I recommend

Warm Regsards
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“The State of the Jamaican Mass Media”

GOVERNMENT CONFERENCE CENTRE
Duke Street, Ki

ngston

November 20, 1984






PROGRAMME

8:30

9:30

9:35

10:00

10:15

11:30 -

12:30

1:30

2:30

4:30

9:30 a.m.

9:35 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

10:15 a.m.

11:30 am.

12:30 a.m.

1:30 p.m.

2:30 p.m.

2:45 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

REGISTRATION

Chairman’s opening remarks
— Mr. Peter Abrahams

Official opening :
— Hon. Senator, Babsy Grang

COFFEE BREAK

“Preliminary Report on the Manpower Resources
and needs of the Jamaican Mass Media”
Presenter: Mr. Wenty Bowen

“The Increasing Role of the Opinion Poll as a
tool of the media”
Presenter: Dr. Carl Stone

LUNCH

“Professionalism Continuity and Develog}nem
the Challenge of the '80s”

COFFEE BREAK

ry

“The Impact of Government Policy on the Media
Panel: Representatives — JBC

— RIR

— Gov’t. Media

Vote of Thanks: Monica Campbell, Chairperson,
Education Committee
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November 13, 1984

Mr. Peter Abraham

c/o Radio Jamaica Limited
32 Lyndhurst Road
Kingston 5

Dear Peter:

Following our telephone conversation, I put in writing the
details of the PAJ Seminar you will be chairing.

The Seminar will take place on November 30th at the Government
Conference Centre in Kingston.

The theme last year was "Professionalism and Professional
Standards." This year we focus on "The State of the Jamaican
Mass Media."

There will be four sessions consisting of the following:-
1. Report on the findings of an empirical study of the
manpower resources and needs of the Jamaican media. -
CARIMAC Lecturer, Mr. Wenty Bowen.
2. Paper: "The increasing role of the opinion poll as
a tool of the media" - Lecturer, Colomnist & Pollster,
Dr. Carl Stone-

3. Paper: '"Professionalism, continuity and development -

the challenge of the 80s - CARIMAC Director, Dr. Aggrey

Brown.

4. Panel discussion: "The impact of Government policy on
the media" - Panalists - Management Representatives;
Gleaner, Radio Jamaica, JBC and JIS.

/2



-2

The seminar will be opened by Minister of State with
responsibility for information, Ms. Babsy Grange, who will
speak on Government's policy towards the media and its
development.

Registration gets underway from 8:30 a.m. There will be a
registration fee of $10.00. The proceeds will go towards the
Press Association's Building Fund.

See you there.

Nenen =2

Monica Campbell
CHAIRPERSON
EDUCATION COMMITTEE
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November 8, 1984.

TO: Trustees, PAJ

From: Treasurer, PAJ

FIXED DEPOSIT

As a result of negotiations with NCB
Mortgage & Trust Limited, the Press Association
of Jamaica was successful in securing an increase
in the interest rate on fixed deposit.

Effective October 3, 1984 to April 2,
1985, the $55,000 on deposit will now yield

16% p.a. as compared to the previous rate of
14.5%.

This means that the new rate will earn
$4 400 for the next six months instead of $3,987.50
which is the accrued amount on 14.5%.

Mrs. Barbara Gloudon
Mr. Peter Abrahams
Mr. Horace Levy

Dr. Aggrey Brown
Miss Janet Mowatt
Mr. Calvin Bowen
President

Secretary



Novembker 3, 1984

Deexr Cleire,

Le

<.

3.

Urvic Ebagks for the INV S1I-
GATIVE Aweard, MHis @ onetary

Yonitor series is 2 firsi-rate
rrofeasional job,

i1 suggest en honouraile mention
for Sien Reynolds for his [sste

of Jruelca story which conteibuted
to the rcmovel of the then
Direcsor ¢f Tourlam-

L e not too ingpresSsea by the
entries for ek Niumen Interest
category: ugef /Gc not strike me

a5 up toodne\stendard of orevious
yeers eng wou might consider not
mexin® an vewerd in this category
for«this/yeer, 1f you feeli you

nust Wive en ewerd tuen I suppose
i%spould be ledight ( by defsulti

~Ffy On Gthe other hend, the Neville

Toyloy siory on tae hems kiots

viere transferred to Humen Intorest
i wouid strongly recommend taet,

1 do not think it is any greot
shakes as the best news story. 1
think RJR, e3 tue siation, deserveu
thet one for heving so counsistently
covercd all the news when others
seemed afrred, Thet, I ihink, is
worthy of the Theo Cesliy rise.

Peace &« l.ove



PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAMATCA
10 Surbiton Rd.,
Kingston 10,

30=10=184

Dear Member,
This year our Association again plans to celebrate 'Journalism Week! and thig
will run from November 2B to December 1, Highlights of the week's activities are as followss:

* Sunday, Nov, 25 BEcumenical Services Bethel Baptist, Walf-Way-Tree, 10:00 a,m,
Speaker, R,v. Burchell Taylor,

* Wednesday, Nov, 28 Iuncheon for Life Members and Veteran journalists of 25 years
and over; Wray & Nephew Ltd,

* Friday, Nov, 30 Journalism seminar; Govt, Confrence Centre, downtown Kingston;
Theme, "State of the Mass Media in Jamaica®
'"Manpower resources and Needs of the Jamaican Mass Media'
Wenty Bowen
'The increasing role of the opinion polls as a tool of the Media!
Prof, Carl Stone:
'Professionalism, continuity and the challenge of the '80's!
Dr, Aggrey Brown
Panel discussions "Impact of Government policy on the media
Invited participants : Lester Spaulding; Oliver Clarke, Gloris
Lannaman, Govt, Representatives
Key note addresss Senator Olivia Granges
Seminar Chairman; Peter Abrahams,

* Baturday, December 1 NATIONAL AWARDS DINNER; Govt., Confrence Centre; Executive Dining
Room; 7330 p.m,
Speaker, Errol Barrow, Opposition Leader, Barbados.
Tickets ; Members $40; non members $50

Bach member is as aégzgs, entitled to 2 tickets at members price., These are available
at the PRESS CLUB from. 5 and at media houses from the following persons 3
RJR; Clifton Segree; JBC, Gladstone Wilson; JIS, Beverly Hamilton or Errol Harveys
GLEANER, Vincent Tulloch, -

Please remember to CHECK THE PRESS CLUB for further information and support
JOURNALISM WEEK !

Fraternally, b
i - R " O oo N

Claire A, Forrester
Secretary



PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAMAICA
18 Surbiton Rd,,

Kingston 16

30-~10~"84

Dear Colleague,
The Executive of our Associatien takes pleasure in
inviting you to its second annual luncheon in your honour and that of
other journalists who have practised in the field for 25 ye ars and over,
You may recall that last year's luncheon was a part of our 40th
anniversary activities, Fellowing on the success of those activities,
it was decided to repeat'Jour nalism Week'this year.
The luncheon will again be held in the Hospitality Suite of Wray &
Nephew Limited, on Wednesday November 28, starting at 12:30 Pem,
Journalism Week this year will run from November 25 to December 1,
Other highlights of the week w ill be as follows 1
1, November 25 Church service; Bethel Baptist, HWT3 10:00 a.m,
speaker, Rev, Burchell Tayler.

2., November 30 One-day seminar; "State of the Mass Media in Jamaica"
Govt, Confrence Centre

i December 1 Journalism Awards/Presentation Dinner; Govt. Confrence
Centre,

We trust that you will find it pessible to participate in all the
activities, more particularly, hewever, we look forward to seeing you
on November 25 at Wray & Nephew Ltd,

Sincerel ‘
£ g e oy
Claire A, Forrester
Secretary

RSVP

Clifton Segree RJR News

Claire Forrester NRCD, 35166, 35070, 35155

Gladstone Wilson 67889; JBC
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Mr, Peter Abrahams
RJR :
Lyndhurst Rd.,
Kingston 5.

Dear Mr, Abrahams,
Please forgive me for not writing to you much
earlier as I had indicated that I would.

I am however, very pleased to inform you that our AGM of
July 29, appointed you to serve once again as a Trustee of the
Association in accordance with our Constitution, Six Trustees
in all were appointed to serve, they are; Mrs, B,rbara Gloudon,
Miss Janet Mowatt, Dr. Aggrey Brown, Mr, Calvin Bowen,

Mr., Horace Levy and yourself,

We congratulate you on your re-appointment and once again
look forward to working with you in this capacity.

On a less pleasant note, the Press Club was burglarized
recently and our coloured television set, amplifier and speakers,
and a portable eletric fan were stolen., The matter is being
investigated by the police,

Once again, we wish you all the best and please feel free to

call on me for any information concerning the Association,

Sincerely,
N\ S
Claire Forrester

Secretary
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August 29, 1984.

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Radio Jamaica

32 Lyndhurst Road
Kingston 5,

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

The Executive of the Press Association
of Jamaica has decided to mount photographs of our
Life Members in the Association's Headquarters out
of deep appreciation of your contribution to the
journalistie profession. We have used many opportuni-
ties to publicly thank you for your unselfish
devotion to duty as one of the shining pioneers of
Jamaica's fourth estate. However, we need a permanent
record to help inspire those who follow.

The Executive would appreciate if you
could supply an 8" x 10" B/W photograph by September
21, 1984, which will be framed and mounted at the
Association's expense.

Fraternally,

Gladstone Wilson
TREASURER



PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAMAICA

10 Surbiton Road
~Kingston 104

STATEMENT FROM PAJ EXECUTIVE ON
THE STATE OF THE MEDIA MARCH 1984

PREANMBLE

~The historic Annual General Meeting of the Prefssssociation of

Jamaica (PAJ) on August 28, 1983 gave an oveTwhelfing and
decisive mandate to the organization for A s¥ystematic policy of

professionalising the Association.

The aim, of ‘course, was to lift the standard and status of the

profession and the Associatiomwhiteh represents practitioners in
the media by giving professional wissues clear Ereferehce and
priority, reversing the non-productive trend which hithérto had
steered the PAJ down agpolitieally partisan ﬁ?tb.

. B1s | .
In keeping with this @irective, the Executive carried out a mid-
term review of “the“state of the\Media, concentrating on the four
main media h®GusesW = the JBC; RJR; Daily Gleaner and JIS =
in order to determing the conditions under which members have to

perform their professional duties.

Unfortunately, however, our findings reveal a number of extremely
unsettling tendencies and developments wh;ch warrant the most
urgent attention and decisive action, in order to stem further
decay in the profession and prevent further weakening of the news

and information output to the country.
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OVERVIEW - ECONQMIC SITUATION

The dramatic deterioration ‘in the overall economic situation has
led to w1despread fears among members.for the security of their
jobs. This is common to both the government-owned media and the
private institutions. As members grapple to cope w1th the steep
rise in the cost of living, combined with a gevere, 1088 of )
pwrchasing power and the absence of a cushien for tht blows, it
ig virtually a losing battle to maintain stand“rds and 1mprove

output.

In alarming proportions, seasoned! andsexperienced journalists are
taklng flight f;om the medisWhbusSes» in seareh of security and

better prospects in allied Phofestions such-as publie relations

and advertising. This tendency deprives the country of the best
practitioners in the%informetion-gathering and dissemination
business, and thus raises questions as to the quality of information

being passed on te thg public.

Mahy of ouP.members arc ‘increasingly contemplating migration as
the way out, and'among those who remain, many are seeking
employment in areas which promise better securivy and, less
harassment. As a result, the media house with the longest history
of stability is deluged from time to.time with_applications to

i1l vacancies whieh are too few or non-existent,

The unavailabhility of funds cuts against capital development of
media organizations, making it difficult to upgrade equipment or
acquire the most modern technology, particularly because of a
lack of foreign exchange., The Jamaica infoination has been
particularly affected, and deve lopment of the agency virtually
rame tn a standstill.



SOCTAL SITUATION

While we are happy to note phat media houses;-in the main, have
heeded .our call on International Journalists' Day last September
not to cut staff because_.of the cconomic situation, unfortunately,

the social situation did not improve in some cases.,

Complaints in this respect point mainly to the Daily'Gleaner and
the Jamaica, Broadcasting Corporation where a strong partisan
political, bias bears down heavily against the professional content
of output and qtlfles the- oruatlve talents of prpfessionals by
dlsoouraglng a b?lqncna approach’ "to information gathering.

-
-

We take this oppgrtunity to warn media a@min¥Etrators against the
‘fettering of staff in their professigmal \duties on the basis of
partisari political considerations. ¢ 2 cbuntry moves only as fast
as its citizens understand deyelpments and issues aroﬁnd them,
and it is extreme shortsifhtBdress Itc discriminate against
professionals because of @ifferdng politicdl beliefs. The nation
has a right to know at all §im€s all the available facts.

-

SECTORAL, SITUATION

IS

The situation % th’ Jamaica Information Service is characterised,
at best, by uncortﬂlnty, anld at worst, outright fuﬁr for the L
future well-being of staff and the agency itself, After months
in limbo, during which time the institution bore the hallmarks

of neglect, Prime Minister Edward Seaga, who holds portfoli@’.
responsibility for the JIS, met the staff on Friday, March 12,
1984 andﬁoutlined°pians"for its re-organization.

"1, A three-man Task Force headed by the Prime Minister's
Press S@éfetary, Mrs, Winnie Hunter, and including
Mr. Hu. Gentles, Information Directer at the Jamaica
Bauxite Institute (JBI) and Mr. Ken Chaplin, Director
of Informatlon at the JIS, has been established as of
Maroh 12, ' '
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A cursory
the level
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The Task Force will look at the agency over two-==—-
months and come up with recommendations on az new
structure for the JIS, It will also devise, in
collaboration with the Jamaica Tourist Board's
Public Relations Agents - Ruder and Finn - a trainihg

programme for staff.

Executive Director, Ken Jones has been posted oversens
to operate as Information Attache to the Jamaican ‘
Embassy in Washington. He will develop cutreach
programmes for the Jamaican communip¥ in North America,
and would not be 'writing releases!, My. Seaga said.

No explanation has been given®regdrding his removal,
but for months, . JIS stafferse¢had\eéncluded he had notn
been operating from a position of strength.

The JIS will be puth) ofi"the Capital Budget and equipped
to play 'the complex mole' envisaged by the Prime
Minister. . '

The Prime Minfster could give no assurance about the
security), of Yobs; neither could he give any indication
as te the\level of investment to be made in the Agency.

look at the individual departments ©f the JIS reveals
of deterioration that had set in. .

PUBLIC RELATIONS

This division has been described as the hub of the agency, but

beéause of the prevailing uncertainty, couplad with low levels
of remuneration, the staff has dwindled, There are only eight (8)
Information and Public Relations Officers serving the entire

government structure of sixteen (16) ministries.

Four (%) mimistries, however, are served by in-house Information

Officers.,:
relations

The division undertakes precious little public
programmes, concentrating mainly on day-to-day reporting

of government activities.
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Most of the staff is junior, with the most senior having
ten (10) years of service, followed by another with five (5)
years. 4All other workers have been at the JIS for shorter

periods,

TELEVISION

The unit is understaffed by about fifty percent currently
having only one producer, two producer/directors, one script-
writer instead of two, and four prcducticn assistants, instead

of the required six.

FILM AND VIDEQ

'ThéiFiLm‘Depqrtment has been plaguedBy Recignations, the most
telling ‘being that of Mr. Franklyd St /JJuste who now teaches
at the Caribbean Instltute ok Kefsg Communijcation (CARIMAC),
and Mr, Barry Hill, a camerman~gfjover ten years' cxperlence
at the agency. |

“The Video section is\ségiously under-equipped, notably lacking

a second -editing WIS VThﬁs means that in the event of a
breakdown, theyshew§cannot go on. This is further compounded

by the facth th%f—th@ Educnti:h&l Broadcastiné-Service (EBS)
sometimes docs ifs editing at ‘the JIS because the EBS has no
editing facility for the NTSC System. 4 JIS bréakdowm,wpherefore,
would also affect programmes for our schools; ‘Commérciai :
agencies who would normqlly‘rent the gnit, +hfs prdviding %

revenue, canmot now be allowed to do so,

QVERSEAS

t

This unit is understaffed by about fifty pefcent, poorly equipped
and often loses its importance to the Press Unit at Jamaiea
House, particularly in the servicing of forclgn Journallists.
With the announced closing of the Jamaica House Press Unlt,

this division is expected to receive active attention.

o



JAMPRESS which normally operates under this division, is to be
re-activated, but there is little information as to its scope and

other precise details about its operations,

The restructuring ordered by the Prime Minister is likely to provide
the answers about the future of the JIS, and the PAJ is watching
with close interest the progress of the Task Force.

i

JBC

The non-appointment of a Board of Directors té run the Jamaica
Broadcasting Corporation has increased concefpsi\gmong the. staff as
to the stability of the Corporation. The absenee of a Board means
that no proerly constituted policy-making bedw is in place, raising
questions about the JBC's legitimaey. 0 further implication is that
there is no sultable system of chackE%and balances to ensure
insuldtion of staff from possibleepokifical interference, and
accountability for actions of\the s®ation. '

A number of recent.developmehts at the JBC give cause of concern.
These include the WestIIBGL resnonsibility for commentary in one
individual; ° discorftinuwation of ,the 'Portfolio' programme; by-
passing of veteran me@ia workers/journalists in favour of ! R
inexperienced practitdoners; the summary dismissal of professional
psychiatrist, Dr. Fred Hickling; and the apparent. shunning of

investigative journalism,

About a year ago, the services of the team of commentators at the
JBC were discontinued and responsibility vestcd in one person, who
has on numerous occasions in the past, indicated his political bias,
This position clearly does not enhance the chances of ensuring a

plurality of views,

The 'Portfolio' programme which tended to put leading personalities
on the spot through questioning by various Jjournalists, has noticeably
been abandoned, without any clear statement as to its current status.

osnsuwl
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In this respect, the PAJ Executive wishes to have the matter
clarified, and to know whether there is any justificatiom for the
feeling that there may be 4 connection between the resignation of
the producer and the prbgrémmefs cessation, pad

There are worrying charges that some staffers with long years of
experience #re being by-passed for inexperienced staffers, -
leading to concerns about victimisation and increasing job security.
It is imﬁbrtént that the management of the Corporatiomn move swiftly
to @éal with this problem. !
‘ |

On January 26, 1984, Radio Psychiatrist, Fred Hickling, was handed
a letter of dismissal ‘while he was on the air., Nowfeason was given
for the discontinuation of his services whieh Rad proved to be most
valuable., He was the longesf serving experg on *he JBC and had
enhanced the image of the Cprporation ovem the years.,

The PAJ Executive wrote to the management deploring the dismissal

and seeking a meeting to discus$ the matter. This meeting was held
on February 22, 1984, The JB& manigement claimed the lefter followed
earlier discussions with Dr. Hiekling about the transfer of the
programme to a night-tirme Slot catering fér audiences with more

adult tastes. HowevefiywDnr, Hickling did not feel that this warranted

a summary dismissad.

Arising out of ous discussions, the JBC has agreed to meet with
Dr. Hickling to discuss a proposal for settling the matter. We are
following the developments closely, with a view to ensuring, that

justice is done,

0f major concern to the PAJ is the noticeable lack of investigative
journalism as practised at the JBC. In order to encourage journalists
into this vital area of news=-gathering activities, the Association
has elevated it in the annual National-Journalism aAwards, providing

very lucrative awards,

One is constrained to ask of the JBC whether there is a policy not
. to carry out investigative work or not to provide support and
encouragement to staffers in this area.

t
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For a brief period last year, the major 7.30 p.m, newscast on
television had improved markedly with a wider variety of news
and attractive presentation. However, this standard has fallen
off again and we have received complaints that the news is often

too one~sided or weighted on the side of the government.,

The local content of programming continues to be of concern as not
enough attention is paid to this area. The Executive is not happy
to reezive complaints that while the JBC is able to broadcast live,
an American Football game between the Los Angeles Raiders and the
Washington Redskins on January 22, 1t was unable to transmit any-
thing on the popular regional Shell Shield match_between Jamaica

and Guyana which was being played here,

We would wish to encourage the JBC to prowide” the public with a
more balanced and broader perspecctivglod Werld events as presented
on the International News Highlightsiwhith clearly carry on the

Ameriecan view on internationald I8sucs.

The aim of the Executive is %o méke our criticisms constructive and
we regret that our attempts to improve the lines of communication
with the managementg@ef $heWorporation have not met with the

desired success.,

DAILY GLEANER

With the closure of the Daily News, the Daily Gleaner has assumed
greater importance, being the only morning daily. Consequently,

the paper's responsibility to the country has also ineresased.

However, there are frequent complaints-that the paper is too
politically biases in favour of the government and .pro-government.

groups.

There is a high turnover among reporting staff at the Daily Gleaner,
One of the main constraints that reporters face in carrying out
their job is the obvious political, editorial bias, The identi-
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fication of people by their political affiliation or preferences
impinge on the ability of the reporter to perform as a professional.
Some reporters do not feel free 'to treat stories from politicaX "¢
parties in an unbiased and objective manner, there being a

tendency to pay more attention to the Jamaica Labour Party.

Staff often complain that scholarships and opportunities te further
their education are not granted on merit or length-of-service,

but rather on the basis of personal favours. Over the last five
years, requests from several persons for study leave have been
repeatedly turned down, while onec set of workerd agmg accorded

opportunities to improve their education frogf (¥mé&"to time.

Reporters lose many man-hours because of e Yength of time spent

waiting on o computer terminal after rEfidwing from an assignment.
They further complain of spending nu@h time rewriting stories that
have been "lost" in the computery

Another problem.reporters fA®e i® the unavailability of trans-
portation to take themgfhom as¥ignments, especially at late hours
in the night., They @ay\th8y are often stranded on.assignments.

Generaliy, staff 3 the Tditorial Department would like to see less
favouritism an@mor® objectivity and impartiality in the treatment
of workers, They™have proposed that the system of promotion be
reviewed to ensure fair trecatment for all,

RJR

The situation at Radio Jamaica, according to - staffers, -is‘not the

same as in the other media houses.

The ownecrship structure is such that the workers enjoy'a significant
voice in the running of the organization. The company has put in
place a worker participation machinery. There are two worker

directors on the board.
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Nevertheless, there are occagions when a lack of communication
will cause disagreements, However, it is important to note that
there has not been any industrial action at the company for years,
It is also a tribute to the company's system of management that it
has settled negotiations with the NWU at the local level, for the
most part, The last contract was signed on February 20, 1984,

Training is beeoming a significant part of the compnay's programme
for worker development, although some workers believe that not

enough is being done in this direction.

One of the concerns of the organization is the gbvernment's stated
intention to divest its interest in Radio ¥ama%ca; the government
has two representatives on the 12-membef beoard, but has done nothing
go far to indicate that it wants to ddveS its shares in the company .
The uncertainty needs to be cleare§ uﬁ urgently,

RJR's development programme ¥g being retarded by the country's

cronic shortage of foreign‘exchange. Broadecasting equipment is

very expensive; the companyy has complained constantly to government
2bout the unfair treatménd it receives in relation to its competitor,
JBC Radio, which 1% ~Mewed certain duty-free concessions, mainly
for broadcastirfg equipment. The matter is now being discussed and
the PAJ urges a spe€dy resolution.

The priority concern amoné media workers, and those at RJR are no
different in this context, is the pressure created by the economic
hardship the country is experiencing.

The problém for workers at Radio Jamaieca 1s not snat they fear losing
their jobs, but rather that their saiarics cannot keep pace with
inflation and there has consequen%ly been a fall in their standard

of living. It is well known fact that performance declines as the
stress of living increases?
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It is also becoming morc urgent that training of Journalists be
given morc priority in the development of media organizatiocns,
Too often, Jjournalists are called upon to report like experts on
issues about which they know little. HMention must be made too,
of the frequent mispronunciation of words and poor reading on the
electronic media, The 2im here must be to ensure that presenters
are adequntely trained for the job they perform,

The prevailing situation, understandably, hns @ampened the
enthusiasm of journalists to perform beyond gbwe miflle, bu the

PAJ Executive warns members against adoptimén) attitude of
resignation, This will only serve to wdgserythe situation and
deprive the public of qualities of infltMat¥vesand resourcefulness
so badly neaded, '

f egrie
PRESIDENT



PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAMAICA
10 Surbiton Rd.,
Kingston 10
w2184,
« Blaine Wallace
¢/o Ministry of Youth & Sports
Kingston Mall,

Dear Ms, Wallace,

This is to ocknowledge receipt of your correspendence to the Executive
dated Jonuary 26, The Executive has asked that I comvey to you iis thamks for your
continued concern in the business of the Association as expressed in your impassioned
letter,

Begarding your speculation about the motive behind my house=cloaning exercise,
however, I wish to advise you that that esercise involved the sortings oub of »elevant
documents from disposable meterisl and trash, which as you know, hnd been accumlsted
over the years, Additionally, perhops you will recall that I head advised you that all the
material concerned had been examined by me, It is to be regrstted that you chose to
nisinterpret that bit of information.

Your charge that the material disposed of was all token from the bench/cupboards,
is 2lso incorrect and misdirectod.

mm; ‘I satate in closing that one hopes that the impression of hostility gathered
from the tone of your letter is an incorrect one and that your motive in writing emerged
from a genuine concern in advancing the work of the Associntion.

!ourn sincerely,

\-—“‘P—‘\\ ~ '* I Ty, \' a

Claire A, Forrester
cte Trustees Secrotory

cc, Mr, T,E. Sealy



Press Association of Jamaica
10 Surbiton Road

"Kingston 10

"27th January, 1984

Dear Member:

Please be advised that a special general meeting of our association
is scheduled to be held on Sunday, February 18 at the Mutual Life
Building, mezzanine floor, beginning at 10:00 a.m.

Members will recall that the decision to hold the meeting arose out
of a resolution passed at the last AL.G.M. Accordingly, the meeting
is being ecalled to consider the guestion of whether there is need to
change the categories of membership as set out in the constitution.

Please make every effort to be on time.

Yours sincerely,

CﬁQuJM ﬁ.fl*“*ﬁ*jt;f*

Claire A. Forrester
Secretary
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THE PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAﬁKICA (PAJ)

40TH ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL JOURNALISM AWARD

]

PETER ABRAHAMS

DECEMBER, 1983



THE PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAMAICA THINKS THAT 40 YEARS IS

AN APPROPRIATE JUNCTURE IN OUR HISTORY TO REFLECT AND PAY
TRIBUTE TO PERSONS WHO HAVE BROUGHT TO THE PROFESSION OF
JOURNALISM SOMETHING MORE THAN THE COMPETENCE EXPECTED OF
ANY PROFESSIONAL. WE WERE CAREFUL TO ﬁbTE NOT ONLY THE
TECHNICAL ABILITY AND EXPERIENCE, BUT THOSE OUTSTANDING
AMONG US WHO DISPLAYED INNOVATION, CRAFTSMANSHIP, AND WHO
HAVE MADE A LONG LASTING CONTRIBUTION TO THE GROWTH AND
DEVELOPMENT OF JOURNALISM IN JAMAICA. THESE INDIVIDUALS
MUST BE VERITABLE INSTITUTIONS THEMSELVES BECAUSE OF THE
POSITIVE CHANGES THEY HAVE BROUGHT TO THE PROFESSION BY
BEING ARCHITECTS OF INSTITUTIONAL AND OPERATIONAL FRAMEWORKS
IN POST-COLONIAL JAMAICA.

ALTHOUGH SOME JOURNALISTS HAVE RECEIVED NATIONAL RECOGNITION
FOR OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO NATIONHOOD, WE FEEL IT IS
VITAL AND IMPORTANT FOR THE PROFESSION TO HONOUR THOSE WHO
HAVE HELPED TO SHAPE AND FASHION JOURNALISM AS A NOBEL

INSTITUTION IN SOCIETY.

THE PRESS ASSOCIATION IS PLEASED TO PRESENT THE PAJ 40TH

ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL AWARDS TO THE FOLLOWING JOURNALISTS:



OUR FIRST RECIPIENT OF THE PAJ 40TH ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL
JOURNALISM AWARD EXPERIENCED THE TRAUMA OF RACIAL PREJUDICE
AND ALTENATION AND HAS ALWAYS KEPT TRUE TO THE PRACTICE THAT
APARTHEID NOT ONLY INJURES THOSE AGAIWNST WHOM IT IS USED BUT
WARPS AND PERVERTS THE VERY PEOPLE Wii0 PREACH, PRACTISE AND
PROTECT IT. HIS GUIDING PRINCIPLE FOR THE DEVELOPMENWT OF
THE HUMAN POTENTIAL IS ROOTED, THEN, NOT ONLY IN THE SCARS
OF THOSE BRUTAL YEARS BUT ALSO IN HIS CREATIVITY LiONED IN

PART ON THE EXPERIENCES OF THE JAMAICAN PEOPLE.

HIS WORK HAS BEEN A SELF-EVIDENT EXAMPLE OF SUSTAINED
EXCELLENCE, PROFESSIONAL PROBITY AND THAT UNFALTERING COMMITMENT
TO DECENCY, HUMAN DIGNITY AND FREEDOM WHICH HAVE HELPED TO

GIVE STATUS AND RESPECT TO THE PROFESSION OF JOURNALISM IN

JAMATICA.

TEE CONTENT OF HIS DAILY BROADCASTS ON RADIO JAMAICA OVER

A LONG PERIOD RANGES FROM THE CONCERNS OF THE SIMPLE MAN IN
TEE SMALLEST VILLAGE IN JAMAICA TO THE GREAT ISSUES OF
INTERNATIONAL MOMENT AFFECTING NATIONS AND PEOPLES. HE
ESCHEWS THE TEMPTATION TO BROADCAST TO A WIDE UNKNOWN AUDIENCE
IN A HIGHELY TECENICAL AND COMPLEX MANNER, BUT INSTEAD SEEKS

TO COMMUWICATE IN TEE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY BY UTILISING SIMPLE
AND UNCOMPLICATED LANGUAGE. THE DIRECTNESS OF HIS DELIVERY,
THE BREATH OF VISION AND THE SINCERITY OF HIS AIM TO HELP
PEOPLE UNDERSTAND THE HUMAN CONDITION, TEEIR PLACE IN IT AND

THEIR POTEWTIAL FOR COPING HAVE ENDOWED THE PROFESSION WITH



THE MORAL AUTHORITY IT UNDOUBTEDLY HAS IN SUPPORT OF ITS
CLAIMS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE BUILDING OF JAMAICA AND SHAPING
IT INTO A CIVILISED AND RESOURCEFUL SOCIETY. TEE JOURNALIST
HAS ALWAYS BEEN AN INTEGRAL PART OF CREATING FREE SOCIETIES
AND INFLUENCING THE GROWTH AND DIRECTION OF NATION-STATES.
INDEED, THE POWER OF THE JOURNALIST OVER TIE MOVEMENT OF
INFORMATION PRESENTS THAT SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY TO THOSE
WHO WRITE AND BROADCAST, EDIT AND PRINT. IT ALSO AFFORDS
THE PROFESSIONAL JOURNALIST THE OPPORTUNITY TO POSITIVELY
ENCOURAGE ATTITUDES AND MORES THAT ARE UPLIFTING, SOUND AND
LASTIIG. IT IS IN THIS SENSE THAT THIS RECIPIENT HAS BEEN

EXEMPLORARY IN THE PRACTICE OF TEE PROFESSION.

HIS CONTRIBUTION HAS BEEN A STERLING ONE STAWDING OUT AS

THE FINEST EXAMPLE OF RADIO COMMENTARY WHICH COMPLEMENTS

RIS OWN STILL LASTING CONTRIBUTIONS THROUGH THE PRINT MEDIA -
WHEN HE ADDRESSED FUNDAMENTAL ISSUZS CONCERNED WITH THE
STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE AND THE QUEST FOR VIABILITY THROUGH
CARIBBEAN REGIONAL INTEGRATION. MANY OF THESE EDITORIALS

AND ARTICLES WILL ENTER THE LITERATURE OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL

ANALYSIS IN THE HISTORY OF THE CARIBBEAN REGION.

THE PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAMAICA WISHES TO HONOUR AKD
BESTOW THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL JOURNALISM AWARD TO

PETER ABRAHAMS.




RS0 DR 00 TATLCN O JAUARDA

223 0ld “aps fozd,

Kin ston 5
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I
Dear ) e) 443\“

Tou are iavited to a meeting of the Bxecutive to be held at the

r i . - .
on “odnesdrr, Yune 6 booinning at 7.30pm.

2

or the meating is as followsi-

1. I seting called to order

2. Vinutes of the mecting of hay 24

2, llatters arising from the minutes

Js Aunual General “‘eeting

5 vorrespondence and applications for memberghip

t). :{L'U

7. Adjourmaent

Sincerely,

FA

Maina Inllnce

Seeretar

Press Club
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Present at this mecting were FPeter Abrab-ms, Yecnond Allen, Hlaine Wallace, Hopeton

Y. GlifEAn Sactne, A TiaTA Tirare. Carry Seith o and Ten Drodic.
? :
‘pala g rama wonale el Crom Tonnie Fi g ‘J‘—‘.‘,.,‘ ~nd jti‘\,,. _‘..‘.:.?—,Q-}:-f:. .
" At T -~ Lo T T - y AN ~
1 ~ ~ in - ~ Il "o &3 et o Rt 1 Y -
aatid g Wil
T, ShdE osaRdnrT usH BEh Ten Lo 25 5t 12:.000m; Tn i~ of the short notice it
1 g ateosglbed Tl Bl Lithentize mesting ghonld a2t the varameters for the
! ieengaion it 1 ininter »md a aswmrll —roup finglise the srguments in the morning
a
barfers the neetin . o reentive however went on to discuss the matters which
-
¥ would be reised with the vinicters (see brief Joxr neetiny attached)
; 2, wntion 121 the .imetin: at this pointe 3Ben ~rrivede®uring the discussion,
f
" n rosartied Ued tha tell wilk thio Lower G o @t 5te Andrew igh Bchool
L
bad hean ooy intecesting ~nd had taken ploce 9% sGheduled., Te also pointed out

et the minubzs of the nreviona maatine udAlk dneorroct ss it was decided that he

7 airl 1 iy dhia B8l and not the Spozasa g, he tiinutes ware amended accordingly.
f A, Ton o ~lao met with Tre dush CholmondleRyed’ NESCC to discuss the proposal from Mr,
g‘ riffiths of the Suyana Press Association as well as the proposed seminar for

li

S ;aribbean journalists, "I, Cholmondley reported that the PAJ's submission for

:

assistance from UlE3C0 had not been rzceived in laris. e said that if the

submission was azain made in June of this year the PAJ would receive a response by

R

Uctobers 4t was also his view that organisations such as CANA, the lMass Comm,
Institute, the Caribbean Droadcasters UYnion and the CPBA should be invited.

Further, he suggested that the subjects for discussion should be broadened. It

was his hope that out of the seminar would come a Caribbean organisation of

journalist practitioners. He suggested that the PAJ seek assistance from Dr,

W W n i b i

Seargeant at Mass Comm and try to locate a copy of the final document from last

F

P year's UNESCD Communications seminar, Lg felt that a committee including the

™ Vass Comm. Institute should be set up to plan the seminar. Hopeton reminded the

i
b |
i:“ meeting that in 211 the arrangements it should be clear that the PAJ would have
LR
; the decisive szy in the organis tion and direction of the seminar, ‘he seminar
| = . . . . ooy ’
B will be discussed at Ben's nmeeting with UFEC. Ben would ask if it was possible

for which
for them to extend the two week period which had been indicated as the time/thny

would send someone to assist us.

A
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5. PLen is to respond to the letter from Griffiths amd slaine is to inform
hr, idoyue of the progress on the seminar.

liedia house .eetings

-

6. The following schedule was agreed on for the plant meetingss—

JBC - July 9, 1.30pm; baily “ews = July 10, 3.00pm; RJR = July 11, 5.00pm;

Daily Gleaner — July 11, S.00pm. “on-media house members would be invited to a
meeting at the Press Club on July 9 at 5.30pm, §

Professional questions

7. Clifton reported that the U.S. State Department courses for journalists had
been discontinued., It was his view that the reasons for this should be established
by the PAJ as these courses were of benefit, He is to follow this up.

8. Clifton is also to ieep the PAJ informed of developments around the arrest of
two RJR staffers for fraud., e also reported that the WPJ issue with RJR had

been settled,

9, *he Secretary reported that Lester Spaulding of RJR had sent the PAJ a copy of
RJR's response to the WPJ but that this was what had been requested from him, He
had been asked for their findings on the coverage of the WPJ. The request is to

be made againe

Tundralsing

10, The sub-committee for this area had met and worked out a plan of events. The
major event wo1ld be a dance possibly at Curphey Place on June 30, This would be
the third in a series of events, the others being smaller., A grand independence
fair is also being considersd by the_sub—committee. This would bring together

a broad section of the membership and their families., ‘‘embers would contribute
items for the fair and there would be an entertainment package. A media marathon
to start at the Press Club and ending at the fair was also being considered as part
of this event,

1l, The sub-committee is to meet before the next “xecutive meeting and the fair
would be discussed further. *he fair would also be discussed at the plant meetings,
Press Club

12, The Club was fumigated and the carpet cleaned, <“his should cost in the region
of 3250, The stereo set had been purchased from Stanley Motta for $2,500. It
includes a new receiver with 40watt amp., two 10 = 12" speakers and a tape deck.
There is an offer of 3250 for the old steroe but llaurice Creary is to be checked
before it is ©o0ld as it was a gift from Goodyear,

13, Lorraine Wint and Harris Dais have agreed to serve on the Bar and ntertainment

. oy T gt % T, Sy
e T T I o R
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Committee, The new liguor store is still being investigated.

Annaal Dimmer

The Casa ‘lonte “otel has been confirmed és the venue for the annual dinner.
Discussions are still to take place on the cost for the event there, o 4
15. Patrick Smikle, Raymond Sharp and Wenty Powen have been confirmed as judges

for the Seprod Awards. *r. Keith Brown and ls, Dorcas White are to be checked for

.

the print section as the other persons will be unavailable, Archie Lindo and
Adrian Hobinson are still to be contacted fof judging the electronic sébtion;

16. lr, John Illarrison of Seprod had turned down the PAJ's proposal that the

special 15th anniversary award be made for work in industrial relations, He
susgested that it be given for 'political commentary!'. The bxecutive felt that

thia area w-e Yoo mibisctive nrd wonld b2 too controversial, It was agreed that the

5

n2 miven .for worl in th» area of Asriculture,

now propogal wonuld ho Saat the awsrd

TF ha Aid pnot acpron tno i the qnff.-3’|vﬁ'_:o nf rural newg would hn nT’.T"TQSth.

- i ~r - [ ot | N . a3 L] - o = " = " X i
17, +we 1976 *=tionnl 2vers ‘word will bha miven e the Puadenante ‘onpital for
Y
s 2
18e  ator sbrehans 1aft the monting ot this voiedt.
N g T ee

10s “lifton roported that Ssmpleor Henl ggsMte fomd that most landowners wanted
nither to mont or 221l but not to lofgeSgifh an option to buy. “he rremises
ot Muthoven “nad hod bean elizckedNueaipgp ot the sront gtill 4id not lmow if the

ovazrs ware favonrabhis to Q@gE~rmse They too were intearestad in selling,
Tanntan lind alicnlzad +1v- Qo Rk JﬂvéT”T“ ‘raining Ventre in “-1f Yay Trse but NGB
wynn Nt 3 » bad 9§ VRS 1Y rith thadt ailding.

’?3-. An ~drerhicscQat @ to b ~Tapad "din tha n IWSTITRTS 08 ﬂfj‘_","‘)‘ o, mramiscd on ouxr
L s e T ~13 3 O 1}7"'”‘!‘\ f‘h"s G.’;!.

! g . : . i & ; : i d ;
21s  Tho gendnar ig to beceive a status report on o medis situaiion in amaica,

oo wall an whanl we Enow about the rest of the re~ior

s “en ond Clifton ar: to work

on thic, ~nsil tartor and Clifton 'will leavs for the seminar on June 13 and

roturn on the 27th. The Secretary is to make thesc ressrvations,

Speaking engagements

22, *he St. John's Youth Club event was cancelled by the “lub, They are to in=
form us of the new date. wransport arrangements for ‘errv to attend the Yallahs

Secondary School Open Day on lay 22 broke down so he was unable to attend. An

apology is to be sent to the school.




2w o2l

23. Jesmond rToported that he would be o leave from the Gleaner from Vay 27. He
is scheduled to leave for ‘rance on June 27,  The ‘rench “mbassy would be paying
the fare both ways for the scholarship although is was usual for a oneg.way ticket . ¥

to be given,. “he PAJ is to thank them f{or this in a letter.

24, ‘‘he PNrYO is to be informed that the FAJ would not become members of the
licarasua solidarity committee but would be willing to assist with specific

activities where this was possible.

25, Yonfirmation of the minutes was moved by Desmond and seconded by Ben.

26. The citation from Yournalism Week for Bill Haughton is to be lettered,

i i M = 3
gigned by the Svecutive and delivered to lrs, “aughton. “erry is to deal with
-

this,

Correspondence

D

27. ‘he PAJ is to assess its outstanding dues to IP3LAP and make arrangements for

The next neeting of the sxecutive was set for June 5.

‘he meeting was adjourned.
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?2a “1d Hope Road,

Kingston 5

May 21, 1979

@_QJLLM/

Tou are invited to a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Press
Arsociation to be held on Thursday, May 24, beginning at 7.30pm at the
Press Club,

Denr

The agoenda "er the meeting is as follows:—

& )

l. BMeeting called Lo order

25 Figutes of meeting of ¥ay 9, 1979
3. HNatters arisinz Mrom the Minutes
4+ Reporis Trom Committees

5. Correspondence

(. Any other business

Te AdJournment

Sincerely,

21—

Hlaine Hall:ace

SJecratary



EDUCATION COMMITTEE

REPORT TO END APRIL & WORKPLAN TO END JUNE

1. MEETINGS, MEMBERS & REPORTS

Meetings were held in September, October, January, February

and April. Attendance fell sharply after the first two meetings
and several meetings fell through for want of a quorum, M,Ruddock
stopped coming after October and C. Campbell after January;
Ss McDonald, R.Fray and M.Jarrett came once, and D-Allen to later
meetings. Only E.Thomas and H Levy attended with regularity. Jarrett
and Allen offered acceptable excuses for absences. In April as a
- result, D Wallen and M.Newland were invited and agreed to join the
Committee and at a PAJ general meeting, when the problem was aired,
C-Wilmot and B.Meeks volunteered their services, The latter two
attended the mid-April meeting. Prior to this no formal reports of
Committee activities (apart from a budget and one list of rap
session topics and speakers) have been made, partly again because

of the poor attendance, particularly by the Secretary,

2. COURSES & SCHOLARSHIPS

In October 1978, through the usual interviews, candidates for

Alcan and Jack Anderson Memorial Scholarships were selected,
while Alcan agreed to increase the value of the scholarship from
8500 to $8,000. The French Government, through its embassy here,
agreed to gve an annual scholarship, with the first nominee (Desmond
Allen) leaving for France this summer. And PAJ jointly with Communi-

/(of the CCC)

carib sponsored a candidate (Joanne Simpson) for a five-month course
in Barbados which began in January, 1979.

Notice for the Alcan and Anderson Scholarship inviting application:

will go out earlier this year, hopefully by mid-June when the Institu-

-



of Mass Communications expects to have compiled its list of
students for the next academic year. Notices were posted in
Media houses as to the availability of a postgraduate fellow-

ship at Columbia University.

Regarding scholarships and exchanges, enquiries were made
by letter and/or verbally from Sr Juan Alvarez of IOJ in
Czechoslavakia, the Polish and Swedish embassies in Cuba, the
local embassies or representatives of South Korea, Panama,
Columbia, Venezuela, Hungary and the Ministry of Education.

Sr Alvare:z previously/gﬂgsequently met with PAJ's executive and

reportedly indicated what - could be expected. Replies from the

others have been either negative or not gt received,

Through API's George Lee the Thompson Foundation has indicated
an interest in conducting a course in Jamaica e T the latter
part of this year. Details are presently being looked into, with

a view to taking up this proposal.

3. RAP SESSIONS & FILMS

A num?er of rap sessions,preceded in several instances by film
w?éht%é;sday nights at the Press Club - on Nicaragua (F Gonzalez
Inverness (Sam Thompson), Haiti (Alix Fils:Aimé), WPJ (Trevor
Munroe, CTC (School of Drama reps), Tgxatién (E.Bell & H Manhertz)
Libel Laws (Roy Fairclough), State Trading Corporation (Danny
Williams) Police €& Information (Barry Cross), The Soviet Agreemen
(N Girvan and Headley Brown).
Topics slated for May to July are the Media and National Deve-
lopment (A Bertram), U.S. Foreign Policy with special reference to

the Caribbean region (U.S. Ambassador) IAPA & Journalistic Ethics

(0 Clarke), NPM, Popular Music - Values conveyed (?)



S

the journalist and commissions of Enquiry (Dorcas White) the

Soviet Press (C Robinson). /[(uriktilw.“p“&);;(‘3‘\u, el U"““l(“l
tag bt Jdea ‘wl h \““k \

Abortive attempts at rap sessions were also made on the boycott

ey

by journalists covening sports (last October-November), the rights
of women and children (International Women's Day), the China-Vietnam
border war (reps of the China-Jamaica Friendship Association

faikd to confirm), the alternative to the IMF (Robotham & Figueroa),
a film on Iran, the copyright situation in the-recording business,

and a number of other topics.

4, Attempts to organize the library have not been particularly
successful. There has been a quick. turn-over in the ranks of those
who have assumed this responsibility, the present physical set-up at
the press club is not helpful, promises from foreign embassies and
missions have mostly not been kept, and no expenditure haébizge by
PAJ for periodicals. This last fact stems partly from the feeble
‘efforts of the Education Committee in regard to library,partly
from the paucity of funds available.

In the Committee's opinon, little can be done about the library
until the Association moves into new quarters,

Borges of IOJ was written to in February: he was asked to put

us on their mailing list for Democratic Journalist and IOJ Bulletin,

and a number of other publications were requested.

Horace Levy
CHAIRMAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE

3/5/79
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g:?",ﬂar and Civtertainuent Coimitiee weport  iay Gth, 1979

L

Since the Special General fieeting the Committee held one méétingF?-}i
at uich the nain iten on the agenda was proposals to the Executive for ‘
re-constituting tio Comimitiee. g o

as 1t now stands the Soumitice consists of

O )Gon sunn—=Shairian
Jesiiond Allen— Jcting Secretary
vaul Ha@@hn——
Viwene Thompson
nairgaret flevTand
Glaudine Soothe o
Bill Haughton | -

Two other wembers of the Commitice, Calvin Dowen and Veron 1tter ;
o longer function at the Semmitlee level aid are io loiiger patrons of the
Club, Thcre 1s drrequiority invtlie alttendance at nectings of a number ofﬁ
otiicr wemders Tor vaeing reasons, ilargaret hewland altiiough aLLLndangff

O
B

tge last two ml,Llnnu, nas pointed out hier work situation un1ch precludes
*-r.,‘.
tull xx attention W0 cou.ittee work. Clauding UOOLHG is at tass Comm and\“

]

now has to ¢ paying all hor attention to academic work, and Bi1T haughton
thouan villing, ic soustings wiasle to uwake meetings. This roduces the

-

Couiititee 1o a-mere core, uiich caunot d]!dyo satisiactorily carry . tnei 3

E !

TRUTRE A | . '
SiJl'er.».(! 07T WoPrs U]i.u,L.

Tie Comiitice tiuircfore proposes (1) Desiiond Malled (2) Kate Vavies
(3) vike Jarrett to join the comiitiee, along with aiy (3) other persons
uhich thp Xecutive can think of. £ g;;

—-ilore—



famch

sCL]Vl L1 23S
L Kecping with the call of the Ueneral ideet ing Tor more var10d

Ltdvitics at tic Slub the Couwittee hosted an Caster ilonday Gaues };g&;
cle and xwgxarkgdx along with vike Jarrett hosted an evening of mus1ca]i
aypreciation and games, with prizes aud vompetitions. Doth these eventsﬂi

Q0
-l

-

—in

imet ith modest success.

The idea of Qames Evening on 'ubalj sasis (Fiidays) has not yet

tiic assence of sufficient indoor game'
ailing of lie Comsittee. The item 1sk_

for xexmex Thursday Eveﬁ11

d
becii imnlenented, partly b cause o
Hooi hgleasatel, td LJ J

E - SR DN vl
a subjective

i
- ¥
Ul i

W DR O K T DI .
av a Gomritiee Heeting planied

aiia also wocause

tf

ik
W0 LG Luu.nfx e

AT st : ; la
wetore AGl, the Comiittee int nds g ngu

aitii only 1o ;oniﬁﬂ lett
oiily tuo morc fetes, on at the end of nay and another at the weginning:
of Judg‘ REAGRAENGXAE  but tois is incaddition to any other siialler - 5
projects like the [oaes nigits. i ‘g

The Prass Slub

T Glub hies nunuged to waintain tie patronage of tic majority. of the
younger mcrbers of thaveedia, from all wedia houses. lHowover, a section’
of its clientele mu —owp wainly of the oldor people either from th - Gleanc

Oi1 110 meaic uouse neve.witherawn tieir support. Uespite tic a LL1V1L183&§?
at the Club, thiv ithdrawal hias Ted to a roduction by at least a third®
of th weeikly taie, no ticresy liaited the Club's expeiiditure to the.;;f

peie fsces ities Tike Viiuor, vages, talepions bill and to a lesser exteni
Tigit oill, waich still vas o devicit. Untertunately, the checks on wtehte
QUi TR i0 uhu.lo ved ruidins fucouclusive and ui person doing the ?%}

tests nas still not re Loi ted to nlr.-,* oNn 'LI]U_I;IE";,J['LGI". _ :
The i “uloid, e ”11Lon eise, indicated that the water rates will i

Sive
!

2 have Lo se talton over by us, but s.id fic vould discuss the matter %

i
o
'

irtiar. 1e 1as Nt _"-J:. U3ie SO d:iu ot ‘a.iiJLo 10 wat i nave el IlJLT]e.

K
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hepairs of Ui Guairs and otiier furaiture, carpet cleaning and -

fumi,ation nas 1o oo oelayed bucause of lack of Tunds. &

The puirchase of a coionent set has not yet -one through, (espite the
eviorts of i Dormicice. ith the assistince of Hike Yatpett and latmck
i1, o iusnocied a set ovlered Jj oiis Al vaynor iu iiauston 8, but%§

it ung asses.ed o . uasuitoble. Jiother offer froi one ip nOSS has

. ‘;n-l

Juein clecked, but we've o ci usable 1o contact Noss to set up a daterfon,
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YINUTES OF EXECUTIVE MEETING OF MAY 9, 1979

L]

- m . E il

l. Precsent at thig mgeting weres~ Ben Brodic, Hopeton Dunn, Clifton Segree,
B :

Terry Smith, Fitzroy Nation, “esmond Alleny Blaine-Wallace, Ronnie Thwaites =and

ur

Milke Jarrett.
“. Apologies were received from Peter Abrahams who was ill,

Js The finutes of the last meeting were amended to read (1) Ben Brodie wae
present and (2) Nation reported that the Gleaner dispute around the pension schemc,..
(Para. 11)

Matters arising from the Minutes

A £

4s Ben reported that Bertram was willing to meet with the PAJ on Wednesday, !May 1&.

e is to follow up on this appointment and inform the Executive accordingly.

5. In relation to the PAJ News, Nation reported that there had been no follow up
oir the proposal for advertisments from the media houses. There had been no mecting

o the Committee due to difficulty in finding a time convenient to every onc.

6, It was reported further that no collection had been déne on the last issue.
“o as not to draw on new funds from the Treasurer, the Committee had decided not
to publish the April issue but to put out an April/Mey issue shortly. Thins wos
the first lapse in the publication of the newsletter since the beginning of the

Vear, three having already been put out.

7» Elaine noted that the Committee should not independently decide not to pub-

lish an issue as this should be discussed at the Executive first,

s On the Committee itself, Nation said that the work revolved around a few

pecople as others took on tasks but did not carry them through.

9. A meeting of the Publications Committee is to be held on Tuesday, May 14 at
which the advertisments would be discussed. The question of personnel would
clso be dealt with at this meeting. The Bxecutive felt that although most of
media houses were in financial difficulty, they were placing advertisments in

other media and would possibly be willing to take out sme in the PAJ News.

10, The meeting of the auditor, Mr. Sealy, Ben and Hopeton had still not been
held because of the unavailability of the auditor. Efforts are to be‘made by

lopeton to convene this meeting before the next Executive meeting.

11, An interview had been done with ﬁarry Mayers of CANA 'by Joan Ross for
the PAJ News., Ban also had a discussion with Mayers, who felt that the PiJ

12d been too harsh on CAFA in the recent PAJ News editorial.

12, Someone on the Publications Committee is to be assigned to do an article

on IAPA in the June issue of the News.

13, Hopeton reported that the plans for the - . dance had been set back beccause
of the difficulty in finding a suitable venue. He further said that work on

- * ]

T 7 - li....z
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the committee for fundraising had not been proceeding collectively, but on Hhe

bosis of a liason between him and Mike Jarrett. OUut of this had come 'Ecclecticism!
tic music event h®ld at the ‘ress Club on May 6.

14, The sub-committee was criticised for the delay on the fundraising, Hopeton

¢lt that the target might have been too optimistic but asreed that moro funds
should have been raised. The meeting decided that the sub-committee should come

vered with the four members and plan for smaller events than the dance,
15. Nation is to further investigate funding for the iestablishment of an office,

16

L&,  TLetters to the Spor‘bswriters - Association and to Mr. Paul Roberts of Radio

rce Crenada had been sent off.

17. Hopeton moved for the confirmation of the minutes, and was seconded by Clifton,

Reperts from Committees

18. The reports were tabled at the meeting and are to be ¢ireulated to members
ci Ghe Tixecutive for the next Bxccutive meeting. Important points out of the
Bar ~nd Entertainment Report wefe discussed,

Fublications

o rcport came from this committee, Nation explained that without a meeting the
penapt had beeﬁ set back. A comprehensive report is to be compleﬁed and given

to the Secretary next week,

and BEntertainwent

Vs Ronnie arrived at this point in ‘the meeting.

¢l This Committee will now include Lorraine Wint, and Harris Dias is to be
checked to sit on the committee,

2. The audit for the raffle is to be given to the Ministry of Justice so thot
“he tox question on the raffle can be dealt with, The Paj is to apply to have

the tax waived,

23. 4t present the “ress Club is facing a situation where the funds are low,
thers is an outstanding light bill of &700, and the Club needs to improve ite

focilities for recreation and relaxation,

4+ Hopeton reported thtt there was no consistent accumulation of funas to the

P

)

1ok account at present, Uut&tandlng bills therefore could not be ellmlnatcu
but the income would allow for the bills to be held at a reasonable level., Iic
also noted that immediate steps had to be teken to clean the carvet and fumi--
~te the Club; ' Wi S et Al o

25, DBecause of the present“lowiattraction of the Club, some members did not
vigit. ! Glifton pointéd out that if the Club is to be maintained then it

“orld have to be kept above the present standard.

26, Hopeton pointed sut that there was a dircct link between what is possible

-‘..00‘3
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~or the Club and the funds which flow into therclub. At present there was
259 in the Club account and $256 for the Association. He noted thet these
'S, Lless members who come to the Club are sble to pay their bills. At the samc
time if all thnir cr-dit was removed then they would not be able to use

the bar facility aond the' C1ub would suffer in the long run.

27. It was felt that the question of finance was becoming a major issue for

the Association and has to be throughly assessed soon.

26, It was decided that the carpet in the Club should be clezned immediatoly
nd the:-place is to be fumigated. A contnaét for regular fumigation is to be

investigated. Executive members should make an effort to get members for the Club.

29. The sterco set for the Club should be bought as soon as possible and -

‘eport on this is to come to the next executlve meeting.

30. The Club was now having problems with Zangibar where Mr. Shim is now
saying that he entered into an arrangement with Mr, Ken Chaplin and is sugzen—
tinz that he would prefer not to deal with the present PAJ leadership. Hopeton

is to investigate taking out an account with another liguor store.

31. Hopeton also‘reported'that he had roports which led him to beliecve that
definate efforts had been made by Sybil to undermlne the Club and promote

Page Bne when she was leaving our employment, e.g. discouraging membership to
the Press Club, Wine cards were taken From the Club and the ashtrays seemed

reduced,
~ M. . . .
32. "ike arrived at this point,

lew premises

J3e Ronnic had written to"Paul Chevannes in comnection with the property at
Beechwood Ave, roquesting a discussion on our interest in the property. kHr,
C:evonnes said this reguest was to be taken to the ‘oard of Directors the

following week. Ronnie will hear from him after that,

34, The property at Ruthven Road is to be followed up by Mlke and Clifton isg to
aontact Sempler Real Estate about identifying 2 property for the PAJ. A short

list of properties is to come to the next Executive meeting,

35. FRonnie left the meeting at this point.

Allccation of tasks on thé Exécutive

-

16, lntern.:utional Relations - Natlon ;
Speaking engagements : - President and Vlce Rresidents
Professional questions (local

and international) - Clifton

Christine Bell and Garfield Myers are to be checked to work as Assistant

Jecrctary,

Eﬁlﬂ.o.'.4
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37. The annual general meeting is 1o be held on July 22,

Seprod Avards
38s The following persons are to be checked to be judges for the Awards., If tioy
wroe a short list of their names is to be submitted to Seprod.,
Print: Raymond Sharpe, Hal Glave, Marlene Cuthbert and Hervyn Morris,

Llcctronic: Wenty Bowen, Partick “mikle, Archie Lindo, “drian Robinson

Leroy Brown and Dorcas White were alternative choices for print and Lennie

Littlewhite for electronic,

3%« On the Special Award to mark the 15th anniversary, the PAJ would recommend

bt~ Seprod tnat this be given for outstanding work in the area of industrial

relations, hc closing date for entries will be Junc 27 and & release is to o0
ainouncimg this and the Special Award,

Annusl dinner

40, The annual dinner will be held on Sept. 8 at the Casa Monte hotel., The
avzilability of the hotel and costs should be checked by the Secretary.

Clifton, Mike and &laine are to form a comnittee to plan for the dinner.
Provosals for the National Press Award should come to the next fxecutive meeting,

“ledia house meetings

41. One series of media house meetings i8 to be held before the PAJ year ends.

Correspondence

4. Hopeton is to speak on behalf ofithe Association at the St. Johns Youth Club.
hilaine is to speak at St. Addrew High School,

4#3e Jennifer Ffrench and Carel, Walker are to be checked to represent the PAJ on
the City Rostoration Comnittee. The reply to the Mayor's invitation to sit on

4

tha Fommlttce should. name our representative,

44. A letter thanking INSPORT for their invitation to the Physical Education
Sewinar should be written. The letter should include that the PAJ share the
sentiments expressed in the theme of the seminar and regret that a representaotive

o participate in the seminar could not be chosen in time,

4L. lopeton is to draft a letter to JBC's Qeneral Managcf'informing him that
Herece Levy, commentator, had written to. the PAJj“informing us that. he had been
dismissed without explanation, and seeking Teasons for * evy's dismigsal. The

lotter is to be copied to the Ministry and to the Board Chalrman.'

46. Ben is to reoly to Mr. Griffiths of Guyana Press Assoclatlon follow1ng a
cussion with Hugh Cholmondley of UNESCO. Mr, Grlfflthu was 1nv1t1ng the P4J
to narticipate in a Caribbean Press Association for representation on the Non-
.1igned Journalism body, %
47 L complaint of harassment of Beve rliey Newell by JLP MP Ossi e Harding was
: dEL o it 7

.o-nnls
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roceived, TBlaine is to write the JLP Chairman deploring the action and askines

whother this was consistent with the JLP's view of Pfreedom of the press., M
tevell is to be advised to

revort the matter to the police as she had been
threatencd,

“Je Hlaine - is to write to the WPJ acknowledging their letter and RJR is to bhe

vritten to expressing concorn and asking for an indication of their treatment of

WPJ news releases. A copy of this should go to the WPJ.
2%9. Clifton and Ben from the Executive arc to represent the Association at the

seminar in “uba from June 11 - 21, Ben will attend the seminar on his way fvom

: = . : . ; ip & it .
fae FELAP Tixecutive meeting in Mexico, <The third representative would be somc-

¢ine who is willing to pay their fare. Checks on this arc_to be made at the

craer and JBCe WA cable is to be sent to Checa asking FELAP to send the tic ot

Ben, He should be asked to send a ticket with¥routing Kingston - Mexico-—
Hovana - Kingston,

0. Desmond raised the fact that the PAJ had been named as a member of the

a0l

idarity committee with the Sandinist Movement in Nicaragua. The Executive

L that membership on this Commitfee had %o be discussed further. Desmond

to atiend the next meeting ofythe Committee as observod and point out that

the guestion of our membership had mot yet been decided by the Bxecutive.

g e . .
51. ‘lhe meeting was adjourned,



DEMOCRATISATION IN THE MEDIA

At present workers in all the major media organisations in
the country are strurgling for the introduction of a greater level
of worker democracy within their organisations. The Press Association,
as that organisation which represents a large section of these workers
has an interest in helping in formulating the guidelines for the
implementation of worker democracy in the media.

Such a move is consistent with the government's policy on °
worker democracy outlined bv the Prime Minister ih his recent budget
speech. |

The media organisations, like most other institutions in the
country, have been structured in a manner which excludes the creative
input of the broad base of workers in these organisations.

At present the workers are not involved in determining what
is written or broadcast through.the medda. . At the same time these
'very workers are the ones who are called upon to prepare materials
produced. In addition these workers are in greater contact with the
people through their work and their own social background thereby
being better placed to reflectithe feelinrs and aspirations of the
majority of the people throuph the media.

A more demoeratic media will allow workers to apply their
workers to apply their skills in a more creative and meaningful way.
It would also draw on their experience gained from their contact with
the people and so enable the media to better represent and reflect
the realities within the society and the aspirations of the people.

For the media to fulfill these objectives worker participation
should not be confined to the making of day to day decisions. We
feel that the workers should be involved in top policy making. This
view is also firmly supported by the government and the Advisory
Committee on worker participation.

In their Report the Committee said "...token representation
on the Board of Directors could be self-defeating ... institutions

devised to involve workers in making top policy decisions should

s
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reflect a substantial and effective representation of workers
on them",

We also recognise government's stated intention to revise
the existing Company Law to allow worker representation on boafds
and urge that this be done as soon as possible so that real
worker particiaption can be meaningfully pursued.

The proposed National Media Council should be established
a2s soon as possible. This Council should have the responsibility of
supervising the implementation of worker participation in the media
and for setting and maintaining standards of operations in the
media. Tt should also determine guidelines for national media
directions and provide thc necessary facilities and the framework
within which the media can effectively functiond _The membership
of the Council should include representativeg from all major media
organisations and the Press Association of Jamaica.

The following proposals consider the government owned media
e.g.JBC and API separate from the private owned media where control
of operations in the final analysis remain among the shareholders.
PROPOSALS

Rights of workers in both government and private owned media

All workers should have the right to join the trade union
of their choice.

Each worker should have the right to stand for elections
to councils.

Each worker should on request have access to his/her personal
files.

Fach worker should have the right to appeal to the Overations
Council on any matter he or she feels deserves such attention and
the council should grant this hearing withing 14 days.

‘The existence of department councils and the operations council
should not affect normal trade union activities.

Workers have a right to recall elected members on either
councll by 2/3 majority at a general staff meeting of the body

of workers the particular council member represents.



Government organisations

Within these organisations - API and JBC - the bodies of
authority should be the Department Council at the local level and

the Operations Council as the main poliecy making body.

Department Councils

Compestition

The department council should be comprised of the Head of
the department and an agreed number of elected workers consistent
with the amount of people in the department. The council should
however not be less than four persons. The council should also
include the union delegate in the department if there is a nnion.
Where one department has a variety of occupational sections, the
council should reflect this by having representation. from each
of these areas. 1In cases where thére are departments with less
than six persons they should join with another department with
similar activities for the purposes of forming a department
council. Each.member of the council should have one vote and a
recording secretary should be.selected either from among those on the
council or from outside. In the latter case the recording secretary
would not have a vote.

Responsibilities

The department councils will:-

1. Plan, organise direct and control the department's
operations.

2. Make recommendations to the operations council on the
appointment, dismissal and disciplining of staff

in the department.

ia)

Devise the best means of developing and using ideas
and experience of the staff.
H; Determine the general principles governing conditions
of service ekcept where these are already determined
by trade union or the civil service regulations e.g.
recruitment, hours of work. promotions. discipline
tenure and remuneration.

5. Reviewing prcoduction and ocutput with a view to increasing

/
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this and improving the organisation in the department
€. Monitoring the quality and content of the output of the
department.
7. Sending forward proposals on acres of the organisation's
work to the operations council.
The chairpersons of these councils should be elected at the
first meetinpg of the councdil.. FEach council should meet at least .
once per week and there should be a general meeting of all staff
in the department at least once per month. These meetings should
be called by the chairperson of the department council.

Relationship between Dept. councils and the operations council

An agreed number of persons, but no less than two, from the
department council should be elected by the staff in the department
to sit on the operations council. The head of the department should
also be eligible for electicn to the operatiéns.council.

Operations council

The membership to this council should consist of 609
employees, including the Chief union delegate where there is a union.
The remaining 40% should be comprised of the Financial Controller,
the administrative head of the orpganisation and government represen-
tatives. Chairperson of“the council should be elected at the firet
meeting of the couneil. . The administrative head should not be eligible
for election, as ehairperson.

Responsibilities

The operations council should be the highest executive
authority within the orpanisation and will determine the policy of
the orpganisation. These responsibilities can be summarised as
follows:

(1) To direct and control the affairs and activities of
fhe organisation in fulfilment of the declared
objectives of the organisation, national objectives
and in the interest of the majority of the people in
the country.

(2) To ensure that lepgal obligations of the organisation

are nroperly discharged.



(3)

(4)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

= B

To direct and control the affairs and activities of the
organisation in such a way as to effect the greatest
savings and maximum efficiency.

To lay deown guidelines for the activities of various
aepartments.

To ensure that the executives and officers within the
organisation maintain 2 pood reputation for the quality
of production and services provided.

To ensure that equipment and funds are adeaquately availab]
to support the work of the organisation and to authorise
expansions of this work.

To continuously monitor the organisation'’s work through
reports, accounts. financial statements, statistics
submitted and to relate to current and-anticipated
positions of the organisation with £he requirements of
policy.

To approve or confirm appointments, promotions. discipline
of executives, includimgnsalaries and conditions of
service.

To ensure that relevant developments in technology are
adequately appreciated and brought to bear in the
formulation and modification of policy.

To appoint the chief administrator who shall be
responsible for co-ordinating the management of the
organisation through consultation and collaboration

with the Departments Councils.

Consider for approval the appointment, dismissal

and discipline of heads of sections and directors of

speclal areas on joint recommendation of the relevant

_department council and the chelf zdministrator.

Consider for approval the appointment of dismissal

of all other members of staff on the recommendation

cf the relevant department council.

Devising plans for the trainine and political education

of staff and for improved staff relations.
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The ooperations council should mcet at lesast once per wmonth
and there should be a general meeting of all staff called by the chair-
person of the C.C. at least quartelry.

PRIVATE ORGANISATIONS

Department ccuncils

The composition and responsibilities for these councils shiould
be the same as for department ecouncils within government organisa-
tions.

Operations Council

The operations council should be comprosed of two worker
representatives from each department. The General Manager should
also be a member of the 0.C. The chairperson of this body should
be elected at the first meeting of the council. The Chief union
delegate shoudl also be amembher of the operations cOWficll.

Responsibilities of operations couneil

The operations council should be %he Migh®st decision-making
body apart from the Board of Directors. ~Tté responsibiiities will
be as follows:-

1. The Operations Council JRoWE shall hava the power to
recommend to the Boa®™d of Directors all study grants,
scholarships and study leave for 211 members of staff.

2. The operations cemuncil should have fnll access to the
financial ®ecords of the organisation including the
salarieswand fringe tenelits of all members of staff.

3. The operations council should have access to tke file of
every member of staff.

4, The operations council alone sheould have final say

e
fte

cn to be taken against

+
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regarding disciplinary act
member of staff.

5. The operations council alone should have the power to
dismiss a member of staff on the permanent establishment
whether on the recommendation of departmental council
and or the general manarer.

6. The operations conmeil ¢hin:ld lov. the Jower to regquest

and receive information from any source within thé

/
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orpanisation on any matter on which it needs information

to help it arrive at a decision.

A1l employees are subject to the decisions of the council.

Meetings of the operations council should be held once nper

month and a general meeting of all staff should be called by the

chairman of the council at once every three months.

Board of Directors

Compositicon

The Board of Directors should consist of 2/3 representatives

selected by the owners of the organisation and 1/3 elected by the

workers from among their members of the operations council.

Responsibilities

1.

6.

To ensure that the organisationis(legd? oblisations are
discharged.

To formulate general policy for the operations of the
organisation in keeping with defined objectives and
national object and_.in, the interest of the majority of
the people in the country.

To determine the range and volume of opeations to be
undertakénwby the organisation.

To ensure.that equipment and funds are adeguately
available to supnport the work of the organisation and
to allow further expansicn.

To monitor continuously the orranisation's activities by
considering reports, accounts., statistics submitted by
the operations council and to relate the current 2nd
anticipated position of the orpanisation with the

requirements of policy.
To ensure that the organisation remains viable.

Meetings of the Roard of Directors should take nlace once

per month.

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY THE EXECUTIVE, PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAMAICA
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The thousands of words Which have been spent in the past years
discussing Freedom of the Press in Jamaica in purely conceptual
terms, have been changed now to a situation in which the concept

is being given some element of reality.

It is, however, not something to be achieved easily, as in being
demonstrated from day to day. Indeed, one of the first stages of
this reality of Press Freedom has been the recent opportunity of
all democratic journalists. to see clearly what Press Freedom is =1 1
not.
**IT IS NOT THE PRESESTATION OF ONE VIEW TO THE EXCLUSION
OF OTHERG
**IT IS NOT THE DISMISSAL OF JOURNALISTS WHO ACTIVELY TRY
TO ALLOW FOR EXPRESSION OF A<RANGE OF VIEWS AND THE
BACLUSION OF NONE.
**IT IS NOT PHYSICAL ASSAULT 'ON* JOURNALIGTS WHO PRESENT
VIEWS WHICH DO NOT FIND FAVOUR WITH CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS
AND GROUPS.

But having eliminated seme ofthose factors which stand in the
way of Press Freedom in Jamaica, it is now becoming clear that
one of the very foundations of attaining this freedom, for which .
we are still figh¥inp, is the movemenmt for democracy in the
operations of the media. It is also becoming clear that one of
the most potentiforces in the fight for Press Freedom in Jamaica
today is that growing tide of awareness that freedom must come

with democracy.

And this is where the crunch is. It is between those who speak
about Freedom of the Press and of democracy and mean what they
say, and those who speak of Freedom of the Press and democracy
but do not mean what they say.

And this defence of democracy as a pillar of press freedom relates
not only to the output of the media, but to the operations of the
media houses. In the same manner as obtains with trade unions, staff
associations and similar groupings, discipline can be meted out

to errant journalists by their peers, on the basis of proper
assessment, and not from outside, on the basis of political and
commercial considerations, petty jealousy and favouritism.

--CANUTE JAMES, PRESIDENT

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
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By Roy Fairclough. e

THE SUPRELE COURT RECENTLY HANDED DOWN ITS DECLSION IN THE CASE OF CONIEMPT OF
COURT BROVGHT AGAINST THE GLEANER COMEaNY AND IT EDIYOR , HECIOR WYNIER.

IN ONE RESPECT IT WS UNFORIUNATE THai THi CaSE #aS BHOUGHT SINCE WO REASONABLE FERSC
COULD CONVICT ON THE EVIDENCE. ON THIS VILW, THE RLSULT IS & VICIORY FOR THOSE #WHO CLAIM
ZHAT FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION I.S UNDER SEIGE.

THE DECISION, HOWEVER, HAS SERVED THE USEFUL FUNCIION OF SETLING OUT IHE LAW
RELATING 70 THE PUELICAITON OF MATERTAL CONCERNING A METLER WHICH IS BEFORE THE COURLS.
70 4 LARGE EXTENT IN JEMAICA , THE MEDI& HAVE HHAVED AS IF ONCE LLGAL PROCELDINGS ARE
INTITATED THEN ITS 'CURTAINS DOWN' FOR ANY COMMEN.ZARY ON THi MuTiER. THE CONIRARY VIEW
OF 1HOSE #HO URGED THAT THIS TOO NARROW AND RESTRICIIVE AN INIERPRE1xTTON OF IHE
' SUB-JUDICE! RULE, HAS BEEN VINDICALED BY IHE RLASONING OF THE FULL COURT.

THE REASONING OF THIL GOURT FINDS SUEFORT IN #4 PAMPHLET HEADED "CONTEMPT OF COURT"
AND CONTATINING COUNSEL'S OPINION ON THE AFPLICALION OF IHE SUB JUDICE PRINCIPLE IN
RELATION 70 FREESCY O7 DISCUSSTON .AND ENQUIRY, WHICH WAS PUBLISHED BY THE FARQUHARSON
INSTTLUTE IN JUNE 1970 , :

THE TIMIDITY O: 4HE MEDIA WAS TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF LIME AND LTME AGAIN BETWEEN 1S62
AND 1975 BY THE o0 AND THE PNP HAS SINCE 1972 AVAILED THEMSELVES OF THE POPUL4R, 1HOUGH
MISTAKEN VIEW OF THE ~ AMEIT CF THE SUB JUDICE RULE.

CASE SUMMARY e
IN THE CASE AGAINST THE GLIANER COMPANY, THE FOLLOWING WERE THE MAIN POINZS:

(1) THAT CONTEMPT BEING A CRIMINAL CFFENCE, ALL THE INCIDENTS OF A CRIMINAL TRIAL

AS REGARDS THE BURDEN AND STANDARD OF PROOF APFLIED.

(2) THAT MYHERE A PUELIC DISCUSSION IS IN PROGRESS, AHE® DTALOGUE DOES NOT COME TO

A FULL STOP, LIKE A STCP WATCH, MERELY BECAUSE LEGAL PROCEEDINGS ARE LAUNCHED".

(3) THAT THE OFFENDING FUBLICALION MUST BE PROVED T, BE!CALCULAIZD' TO PREJUDICE A
FATR TRIAL OF THE ISSUES BEFORE THE COURT. .

(4) THAT THE TEST FOR DEIERMINING WHETHER THE PUBLICALION #AS SO CALCULATED 1S WHETHE.

THE PUBLICATION "ILS' LIKELY 10 PRLJUDICE THE FAFR TRIAL OF THE ACIION®. IN ADDITION, IHE
RISK OF PREJUDICE MUST BE "REAL?®, AND WILL BE RELD"NOT 10 BE REAL IF . "~ "T00 MUCH
STRAINING AND IMAGINATION " ARE NEEDED 10SHOWIHE LIKELIHOCD OF PREJUDICE.

(5) THAT IN CaSES SUCH 5 THE PRESENZ, WHE)COUR:I WILL TRY 4O BALANCE THE COMPETING
INTERESTS OR PRESFRVING THE INIEGRTLY OF BHE IRTAL sGaINSY FREEDOM OF DISCUSSION.

THE DISAPPOINTMENT el SCME iaY BLML OVER ThE FaILURE (0 CONVICT IHE GLEANER OVER
WRITINGS OF THE ARCH--REwCLTONARY VISCREWTAPE" SHOULD NOT OVERSHADOW THE FaiCT THAT THE
REASONING OF THE.FUILL COURT.FUTS [HE JOURNALIST ON A SURER FOOIING.

FOR THE BOLD JOURNALISE, “EE6S CASE MIGHT HAVE SOUNDED THE DEATH KNELL FOR THE
NGAGGING WRIT'. : . 5y B e o A T e e

( +++ Roy Fairclough“is ¢ former journalist now a practising attorney at law.)

............
5D e € #5980 C e .

THEMONEY — HHOSE inTerest T )
—THE TRUSTEES — WHOSE |RUSTESS . ’g v
i o
COME RISCUSD THE TrRUSTEES QUESTION
BT THE PRJS =Pecinl GencRaL MEETING.
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PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAMAICA

SECRETARY'S ANNUAL REPORT
1976-71.

Vour Fxecutive Committee held 16 meetines. the largest
number of meetings held in any one vear in the historyv of the
Association. There was also one special general meeting.

Following was the attendance at meetings of the Committee:

Canute James 6
Ben Brodie 10
George Lee 15
Bill Haughton 11
Ken Chaplin 15
Elaine Wallace 11
Fitzroyv Nation 8
Terry Smith 10
Errol Lee 3
Farl Witter 10

Patrick Smikle 12
During the perilod under review Membership in the Assocliation
in¢reased by €0 to 200 whiie, membership in the Press’ Club
increased by 15 to U5, f

Professional

A Committee eomnrising Messrs. Canute James (COnvenor),
Ben Brodie, Earl Witter, T.E. Sealy and Miss Elean Thomas was
set up to look into the establishment of a Trust Fund (1) to
assist journalists in need: (ii) determine the powers of the
trustees: (iii) recommend other areas of assistance throurh the
fund such as education and legal assistance. '

The work of the committee has been held up because efforts
to find the Trust Deed have been unsuccessful so far. Howover,
the matter 1s being pursued vigorously.

Your Exccutive issued a statement condemning the attack on
Granville Carr, a reporter of the Daily Gleaner while he was :
lepitimately carrving out his professional activity. The state -

P - S
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ment also pointed out that medlia managers, reportnrs and photo-
graphers should exercise more care in their COVﬁraFe of politiecally
volatile issues.

Your Executive met with the ITrime Ministerk Hon. Michael Manley
and the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Edward Seara scparately.

The main areas of discussions with Mr, Manley were:

The role of the media in national development.

Legal Constraints on the media

Relationship between the Association and the

Mass Communications Institute at the U.W.I.

Protection of journalists at politiecal meetings.

Support from the PNP leadership for the Association's
initiatives in holding discussions in politieally volatile areas

so that the people in these areas can understand the

role of the press and functions of reporters.

Mr. Manley expressed the view that the media have the respons-
ibility to give direction to the aspiration of the people anéd to
educate and prepare them for their rolé in national development.

In relation to the legal constraints affectinm the work of
journalists, the Prime Minister suggeSted that the Association form-
ulate recommendations to the Constitution Reform Committee. ‘

Mr. Manlev promised te,ensure that reporters were given as
much protection as peéssible at PNP meetines. e

Mr. Seaga felt that it was not the role of the Préss to adopt
particular bias. The press should stick to reportine the news and
commenting thereon. _ : '

On the matter of legal constraints, Mr. Seaga said he had not
looked on the laws, but was of the view that some reporters wecre
overplaying fears. He said that the Association should be concerned
with other forms of muzzling and suggested that the Association ask
for clarification of Regulation 15 in the Emerponcv Powers.

He informed the Committee that the ban of Daily News and JBC
was a temporary measure because of certain problems, but had been
lifted. He felt that the Broadcasting Authority should have more
power. VST

Your Committee found it necessary to issue a statement

replying to certain charges made by columnist, Thomas Wright in



the Daily Gleaner.

Mr. Wright specificallv criticilsed the composition of the
leadership of the Executive and charged that the Executive had
shown "extraordinary bias®.

Your Committee pointed out that the officers of the Association
were democratically elected and that the Association had in fact
shown a healthy bilas pather than an extraordinary bias”

Your Executive wrote to RJR expressing dissatisfaction with
the ban placed on publicising some of the activities of Phillip
Agee in Jamaica and socught an explanation. RJR has not yet replied.

Your Executive made representations tO pPJR on behalf of a member,
Mr. Clement Ramsay concerning the arbitrarwv chanpe of time of his
Spanish newscast from 5 ©.M. to 4 normiang gs(sk11l awaiting acknowl-
edgement of the letter.

Your Committee offered its services,as 2 mediator in the- issue
between the Jamaica Teachers Associagion and the Teachers. for a
Democratic JTA.

The offer was made because the Committee felt that the
cortinuing rift among a profession with n special responsibility
for moulding the character ofi.the nation is, to say the least.
highly undesirable and amounts to an unfortunate example -, especially
for the youth.

In offering its services VYour Fxscutive made it clear to both
orranisations that it was not the intention of the Association to lay
blame or to interfere in a private matter. Rather the Association

was moved bv a desire to see that the.motion is protected and piven
the full benefit of the knewledee. exnerience, experiise and decorum
of the teaching nrofession, attributes which arc crucial to Jamaica's

development.

; The Association's offer was accepted bv the TDJTA but rejected
by the JTA. We could not therefore nroceed 2nv further in the
matter. The Committee made public the correspondence between the

Association and both bodies. '

The Latin Amcrican Fedoration of
Journalists approved an application for the Association's member-

ship. The decision to join the Latin American Federation of
Journalists was taken at a special general meeting of the Associa-
tion.



I =

Jamalca was not represented at the first anniversary celebra-
tions of the Federation in June.

This was caused by 2 mix-up in the transportation arrangements
as a result of a strike of the travel apency in Mexico City with
which the Federation booked the air ticket.

The Federation booked the air ticket in the name of the
President who could not pgo. The second vice-president apgreed to
represent the Association but the change could not be made in time

because of the strike.

i The meeting was of the view that there is dire need for
Journalists in Latin America and the Caribbean to unite in the
interest of the profession and the region. '

The meeting felt that the aims and objectiveés of the Federation
are in keeping with the interests of Jamaican journalists.

'-hluwﬁf onstitutional reform committee was esteblished to formulate
recommendations on the constitutional rights and responsibilities
of the communications media in Jamaica.

Members of the Committee are ‘Mr. Farl Vitter (convenor), Calvin
Bowen , Rupert Lewis. Barbara Gloudons T.B. Sealy. Ponnie Thwailtes,
Terry Smith and Denzil Dunkley.

A freedom of the Press Committee was set up. Members of the
Committee are FPeter Abrahams, Elaine Wallace, Wilton Dyer, Ronnie
Thwaites, Jennifer ®french, Hopeton Dunn, Canute James and Patrick
Smikle. :

Your Executive sought clarification from thé Bank Qf,Jamaica

on how the new foreign exchange restrictidhs would affect journ-
alists going overseas on zssignments.

The Bank has arranged a system by which the media houses make
application to the Minister of Information and Culture. The appli-
cant then receives a letter from the Minister which is taken to the
Bank for the release of the necessary exchange.

The allowances are as follows:
Europe $75 to $100 a day
USA $60 to 75 a day
Caribbean and I, tin America $60 to 475 a day-

Arising from'inaccurate reporting on the York Town incident by

cértain local and overseas news media, your Committee recommended



the following guidelines to assist the media in petting the facts
during the State of Emereency:

All reports or statements dealing with political
violence and securitv overations should be re-checked
with the Joint olice /Military Command Information
Centre.

The Information Centre should be strengthend to

improve its efficiency.

There should be a register of all correspondents

of overseas news media and wire services.

Arransements should be made for a copy of each
story sert out of Jamaica by correspondents to be
kept by the Information (entre. ‘

Your Executive 2lso called on thé media to refrain from
publishing inflammatorv statements including those by columnists.
It also reauested the media to.be more responsible and to put tﬁe
well being of the nation 2bove.all ather interestS? in keeping with
the Association's Code of Ethics.

Your Executive set un a special committee to investigate
complaints by two Ministers of Government. Hon. D.K. Duncan and
Hon. Arnolad Bertram‘that the Daily Cleaner published false
information about them in the column, "Listening Post’ .

Members of the committee were Méssrs. Peter Abrahams (chairman),

Fred Wilmot, Earl Witter and Roy Reynolds. |

The Committee twice invited the Editor of *he Cleaner tc meet
with it , but he refused on both occasions. He aJuestioned the Asso-
ciation’s jurisdiction in the matter and suggested that the com-
plaint be referred by the Association to the Caribbean Press Council.

Your Fxecutive decided that the Association, a sovereign body
representing the largest number of journalists in Jamaica, had
Juridisdiction in the matter. Both complainants also sajid that they
recognised the sovereignty of the Association and wished it to
carry out the investigation. _

The Cbmmittee” therefore, proceeded in the matter and carried
out a comprehensive encuiry and found that the information publish-
ed in the column was tatally false.



The Committee's report was accepted by your Executive which
issued a statement condeming the irresponsible journalism contained
in the article and called upon the Cleaner to *Xxercise more responsi-
bility since freedom and resnonsibility go hand in hand.

The statement and report weré‘sent to all media for publication,
but vour Executive is-not satisfied with the treatment given to
the statement and report by certain sections of the media. include-
ing the Gleaner.

Steps are therefore being taken bv the Executive to publish
a summarised version of the report in the form of advertisements.

During the pefiod under review the Caribbean Press Council set
up a committee to hear complaints of discrimination by the media
against the rastafarians. Your Committee did not appear before
the Council because it d4icd not reco#nise the.authbfity of the Council
to investigate the complaints of Messrs, (Dunean and_ﬂertram agpainst
the gleaner. However, the Executive made it cleér that members of
the Association were free to appear,before the Council i1f they so
desired, |

At the same time the Fxecutive decided that.it would begin
its own ihvestigation into the matter and urged its members in
various sections of the mecdia to be alive to the issue and report
and follow ﬁp'cases of discriminatioh=

The Executive alsoc decided that when the PAJ makes 1ts sub-
mission to the Constitution Reform Committee, the subject of human
rights treatment, particularly rastafarians be. strongly included.

Your Executive made representations to the Minister of
Information and Culture seeking participation in the establish-
ment of the National Communications Council. The Executive also
‘feels that it should have representation on the Council. '

Your Executive has prepared and circulated a paper on the
democratization of the media which will be denlt with at thismeeting.
Your Executive macde strong representations to the Gleaner
Comgany over 1its decision to‘make 71 workers redundant and called

upon the company to consider re~empldyfnp the workers

The Association will have to pay close attention to the

-



whole matter of redundancy in the medla industry in the light of
the serious unemployment situtation.

Mr. Dudley Thompson complained to the Executive about certain
statements made by Mr. Wilmot Perkins in his column in the Daily
Gleaner.

The Executive took the decision that while the Associlation is
concerned about the level of expression by certain journalists
it could not deal with them under the present Code of Ethics.

However, the Code of Ethics is being reviewed and a Profess-
lonal Board is to be set up to deal with complaints of this
nature.

SEPROD AWARDS

The Seprod Awards for journalism for the year'1975 were
presented at the Association's, annual dinner.

The National Press Award went to the Women of Jamaica in recogni-
tion of the tremendous contribution yn national 1ife by the women of
:Jamaica.

Two new catepgories - Satirical Award and the Sub-~Editing
Award have been added for 1976 awards bringing the number
of awards to eighteen.

Entries for the 1976 Awards are now being considered by the
special panel of judges.

The delay in making the awards in June this as your Committee
had planned was caused by the lengthy discussions and negotiations
between the Fxecutive and Seprod over the selections of new judges.

The final ranel apreed on consists of Messrs. Vic Reid,

Fred Wilmot, Wenty Bowen. Mr. John Harrison., Managing Director of
Seprod as Chairman, énd Mrs. David Coore.

This panel will make its recommendations to the Awards
Committee consisting of its members and the Executive Committee of
the PAJ.

Your Executive and Seprod apgreed in orinciple that » system
should be devised under which judges would monitor outstanding work



in journalism and present a rcport everv three months and meet at
the end of the §ear to make its final receommendations.

The Fducation Committee is now seeliing other sponsors of
awards, for outstanding work of journalism.

The new news letter by the Association - the first in many
years - .wos well recceived.  FPour issues ~f the newsletter were
published in 6 months. :

The rules of the Press Club and the Association were amended
(see minutes of the spacial general meeting attached hereto),
the Association has accepted in principle the need to establish
a professional Board for journalist.

Members of this Board will be elected at this.annual general
meeting. Your Fxecutive has apreced that the first-task of the
Board will be an examination of the Code of Fthics. i

During the year under revie 2w the Asgociation supported in
principle Government's proposal to establish local control over
BJR. but stressed the need for workers at the station to have a say
in its running. |

A Committee was appointed to eéarry out the education and train-
ing functions of the Asseciation. Members of the Committee were
Mr, Georpe Lee (convenor), Fmsley Pearscn, Elean Thomas, Wentv Bowen,
Patrick Smikle, Berbara Gloudon, Terry Smith, Junior Dowie and
Fitzrov Nation.

Projects Undertaken so far are: : .
A training seminar which woas well suoportéd bv the
media houses.and;was successful in manyv respects.
Public seminars on the Production plan, the CIA,
Southern Africa, and the law and the press.
Selection of the Alcan Journalism scholar for 1976.
Lnother scholar for 1977 is now beine selected.
Selection of two journalists for the otarvy Scholar-
ship. |
Opened discussions with JAMALCO for the award of a
scholarship to the Journalism Degree ccurse at UWI.
Held discussions with several other institutioné
on the possibility of awarding scholarshinps both

loecallv and overseas.

-
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Selected two journalists - Messrs Harris Dias of the
Daily Gleaner and Granville Newell of RJR to partici-
rate in !LACODE'S Training Seminar in Trinidad.

The Committec was handicapped in its work by the lack of funds
anc it 1is evident that during the coming vear will have to seek
funds from the Trustees for training. This Committee is seekine a
voice on the policy committee of the Mass Communi€ation Institute.

The education and trainine committee .and the entertainment
committee were the most active sub--committce during the period
under reviecw.

£ number of social functicns were gtaged 2t the Press Club -
some were successful and others were poorlv attended. The Press Club
bar continues to suffer from the lack of popular support, although
there has been some improvement.

The Entertainment Committee continues to heonour visiting
Journalists and in this respect a party was held for visiting
writers who covered ®he Pakistan Tour.

The Committecspnansored esames nigrt at the club and has »sked
each media through their reprssentatives to put on a similar function
at least once a week.

Members of the Committee were Mr. Bill Haughton (chairman).

Mrs. Carmen Tipling. Miss Beverly Dingham, Mr. Maurice MecFarlane,

Ralston Smith, CGeorge Clare and Vic Bowen.
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When the Gleaner first agreed to give a column on the
Editorial page to working Journalists we were very 3¢ pt
sceptical, We welcomed it (it is something we haw:
pressured for vigorcusly) but warned that the Editor still
had a right to reject any of the wvolumns submitted by
a staffer if it did not suit his viewpoint or the view-
peint held by the owners of the Gleaner., Just this week
our fears were realised when the columns submitted by
Harris Dias and Desmond Allen on the ganute James issue
were turned down. As a result both have stopped writing
for the editorial page, This Jjust goes to show what
Freedom of the Press really means to the Gleaner, Columns
by John Hearne, Perkéms and D'Costa dealing with this
same issue were published. But the views of the two
working Journalists did not mesh with those held by
the G1EBNeTrand so they were rejected. So to the owners
and controllers of the Gleaner, Freedom of the Press means
giving exposure only to views which defend the interests
of the rich and priveleged in the society.
B i e
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The new Industrial Relaticns Manager has started off in
Eine style, sending letters flying all over theplace, One
recent piece of correspondence says those workers who were
sick last Saturday and couhd nct come to work will not be

paid for that day! While we wait to take appropriate action
should this threat be carried out doday,
the workers in the other media will be making a cecntribution

in the right place,

today tc ensure that the Gleaner workers who los& the
day'!s pay are in fact faidi,
Printed andpublished by

the Urniieon of Jourmiails

UTAE NEWS LETTER

No 34,Sept 39,1977

oy ol Voice of the Unicn of Jourmalists and Allied Employees

WHAT THE EAMGUIRY SAYS

A1l those who thought we were chatting nonsense when we const-
and%ﬂewarned workers about further redundancy now have it all
in  freport of the Board of Inquiry which was handed down Just
yesterday.,

The report states in part that "there are present plans for
effecting further future redundancies," Do you want anything
plainer than that?

As for the 71 workers, the report says they can only be
brought back if a flexible work week is introduced, saving the
company $600,000 annually, As an alternative, the report suggests
an adjustment in the overtime arrangement tc save the jobs of
35 workers, '

The report recommends that the company introduce better
financial arrangements, better utilisaticn of the plant and
machinery and a reducticn ia the size of theGleaner to save on
newsprint, Failure to implement these suggesticns,
said,

the report
"would ‘give the company no alternative but to effect f
further redundancies," We will publish the full text of the

report during next week, il Ao tToem s 2 ¥

e oot 77///? TAMES /‘?/-/579/(

The Canute James issue has been referred to a speciad commission
of- Inquiry to be set up by the government.This matter has forged
new unity between media workers, Our task, as an advanced body

of workers who are conscious of the need for worker unity at all

. lr-r-r

levels is to keep this flame burning,
Ats and Allied Employees,

C8 Duke Street; Kingstin



yagrav/ NG A T JHE RIGHT 7O Dl :;,::/ /
THIS HAS BEEN A MOST INTERESTING WEEK FCOR MEDIA WORKERS by Vincent Tulloch and Owen James
IN GENERAL AND FOR GLEANER WORKERS IN PARTICULAR.
DURING THIS PERIOD TVWO TRENDS WHICH HAVE BEEN LYING UNDER THE
SURFACE EMERGED. THE FIRST IS THE STEPPING UP QF THE O0OLD
MANAGEMENT TACTIC OF DIVIDE AND RULE: TO HARASS WORKERS AND
OUR UNIONS AND SPREAD PROPOGANDA ,

THIS POSES NO PROBLEM FOR US. WE EXPECT THIS, FOR WE
REGOGNISE THAT THIS IS ONE OF THE MAIN TACTICS OF THE MANAG
EMEMB IN ITS ATTEMPT TO CRUSH QUR UNITY. IN FACT WE CAN
EXPECT TO SEE MORE OF THIS.. THIS IS A CERTAINTY .

OUR CONCERN IS WITH THE SECOND TREND IN WHICH WORKERS HAVE
FALLEN FOR THE MANAGEMENT TRICK AND HAVE ALLOWED THEMSEILVES
TO BE USED AS TOOLS IN THIS PLAN;SOMETIMES UNCCONSCIOQUSLY.

EXPERIENCE SHOULD HAVE DEMONSTRATED FULLY TO THESE
WORKERS THAT THE MANAGEMENT PEOPLE WILL SMILE UP WITH THEM
FOR A WHILE AND EVEN GIVE THEM A POSITION OR A RAISE., BUT
SOONER. "OR LATER MANAGEMENT"S SMILE WILL TURN INTO A BIC
UGLY SCOWL., REMEMRER THAT.

IT IS OUR DUTY TO WARN THOSE UNSUSPECTING WORKERS AND
URGE THEM TO THINK EAREFULLY,

CONSIDER FOR EXAMPLE: AFTER YOU GET THIS ONE LITTLE
PROMOTION HOW MANY DECADES WILL FPASS BEFORE YOU GET ANOTHER
ONE? LIVING EXAMPLES OF PERSONS WHO HAVE SLAVED FOR YEARS
FOR THE GLEANER WITHOUT REWARD ARE AROUND YOU, THINK CAREFULLY, WHAT DO OTHER WORKERS THINK?

AND ALL WORKERS MUST REMEMBER THIS: WHEN YOU HEAR A

7 A il o o
RUMOUR ASK YOURSELF, "wao WILL BENEFIT FROM THIS RUMOUR? Z// /(Cp 27 l/ / /(“/[: rox g f]/V 6 7?)1)/9' \j
MANAGEMENT OR WORKERS?"AND THEN "WHAT EFFECT WILL THIS HAVE : /4 7’ //_ & 0 / /

ON THE UNITY OF WORKERS?"

REMEMBER: Y O UR U N I O N IS YOUR ONLY H O P El1 (\/5/1/&/{: J0 62:’ ﬁ/L//l/ﬂ(//VCZ—'A)

Once more we as members of the UJAE have proven that
the crganisaticn is a democratic one not cnly in name but
in nature,

The right to dissent was exercised on Tuesday afternoon
when in a mature manner we questioned certain acticns by out
leaders relating th the Canute James-Daily News affair,We are
aware that scme members believe that to dissent is dangerous N
because we would unknowingly destroy the union. This we dispute,
Democracy means that everyone has the right to voice his or her
opinicn,

We cannot and must not yield that important right,
It is interesting to note that the hard working head of the
tnion did not overeact when a barrage of criticism was levelled
at him, He identified the problems and analysed them in detail
_in full view of the membership,
This is a healthy sign andproves that the membership
of the union does not comprise of automators but of intelligent
beings .capable of holding individual views and of expressing them,
When any organisation begins to think that dissent is a
crime or disprave of it in such a way as to obtain popular approva:
for this stance; then that is a time for sericus rfeflecticn,



THE LETTERS

No, 1

Sept. 3
To the Editor,
Sir,

We regret to inform you that as
of today we will no longer contri-
bute to the editorial page of the
Daily Gleaner.

We have taken this decision in
view of the rejection of our recent
columns which deglt with the issue
of dismissed Daily News Editor
Canute James, gnd this in spite of
the fact that other columnists have
been 5llowed space on the editorial
page to comment on the issue.

We view your rejection of our
columns as a mockery of Press Free-
dom and an act which gives credence
to the gccusations that the Gleaner's
editorial policy allows the views of

some people to be published while the

views of others are suppressed,

We look forward to continue mgkin

our contribution on the editorial
page as soon as you are prepared to
publish all shades of opinion in
accordance with the dictates of a
Free Press.,

Yours respectfully,

Desmond Allen
» Harris Dias.
No., 2

THAT DAME DAY MR. WYNTER REPLIED %0
DIASTPOINTING “UUT THAT THE COLUMN’
HAD NOT BEEN REJECTED BY HIM PERSONZ
ALLY, HE ALSO ALCNG WITH MR, NEITA
HAD HAD A MARATHCN CONVERSATION® WITH
MR. ALLEN DURING WHICH BOTH SAID
THAT MR., ALLEN?S VIEWS WERE NOT HIS
ANE THAT HIS COLUMN™ WAS EMOTIONAL
AND SUBJECTIVE (MR, NEITA)

Noew-2
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Tvame ind retelpth of youre Tbtter
dated September 3, pointing out
that my column on the Canute James
issue had not been rejected by you
personally.

My umderstanding is that as
Editor you tgke fihal responsibi-
lity for decisions of this nagture,

However, in view of your explana-
tion that you did not see the column
I am re-submitting a retyped copy
for your consideration,

Yours respectfully,

H, Dinsa,

Fo. &

Mr. Harris Digs,.

L e

Dear. Mr, Dias, ; S mital

Further to my letter in acknow=
ledgement of yours of September 3
and to yours of September 7, I under-
stand that you released your letter
to the radioiand TV which was used
as a part of their round-up on the
dispute between the Daily News and
its editor. You did not have the
grace to tell me that you proposed
to publish intdrnal mgtters of the
Gleaner in the media,

As your letter was a misrepre-
sentation (a) in that it gccused me
of rejecting an article which you
knew I had not even seen, and (b)
in that in my absence you had dis-
cussed the article with the Mana-
ging Editor and Legal Adviser, and
agreed to recast the article for
publication, and (c¢) in that on the

/2



No. 4 (contd.)

basis of the misrepresentatiom

you gccused me of not gllowing dif-
ferent shades of opinion, I must
‘aSk you to submit an apology at
your earliest convenience.

I cannot sccept your letter
of September 7 as an apology. Of
course I must take full responsi-
bility for everything published in
this paper whether or not the sutho-
rity is delegated to you or anyone
else, But it is something else to
accuse me of rejection when you
know I had not even seen it

The apology I have requested
is for the misrepresentation in the
letter signed by you, and for your
release of internal mgtters to the
Press without the grace to inform
me first that it was a public
letter. I am of course prepsred
to consider the article which you
promised to re-cast after your dis=-
cussion with the Managing Editor
and Legal Adviser, but only after

your apologye.

Hector Wynter
Editor
September 7, 1977.

No. 5

The Editor,
Sirs,

I am receipt of your letter
dagted September 7 snd would like
to mgke the following comments in
an effort to clear the air.

You started out by objecting
to my release of what you term azs
"internal mgtters™ of the Gleaner
to the media.

As my letter of September 3
states, the issue at stake here
has to dc with Freedom of the Press
and cgnnot be seen as a matter con-
fined to the Gleaner. In fact it

Samms A Aha e s i A e

No, 5 (contd)

affects the whole society and as
such cannot be seen in this narrow
waye

With regard to the second

paragraph of your letter, I havﬁézf%whai

already/(a) that it is my under
standing that as editor full
responsibility of all editorial
matters rests with you (whether you
are present or not).

My letter of September 3 was
written to you as editor of the
Daily Gleaner and with the above
understanding of your role and func-
tion and’in view of your following
paragraph ,ffirming this responsi-
bility, there seems to be no need
for an apology.

With regard- to (b) I had in
fact decided to re~cast the column,
but on further examination, I saw
no need for this gnd decided that
I would 1like it to be published as
is, . This would put me up to the
original "No" snd in view of this
I decided on my letter of September

3.

With regard to (c¢) the fact
that both my colum and that of
Mr. Allen were rejected while those
of other writers on the editorial
page relating to the same issue,
but in g different light were used,
is the basis for the statement about
"the publication of different shades
of opinion” Our articles differed
significantly from theirs and in the
absence or any libellous or immoral
content (as was told to me by Mr.
Neita) this is my conclusion,

With regard to apologies, had
my understandineg of the role and
function of an editor been incor-
rect, I would have humbly tendered
an apology, but as it is, you have
confirmed my view, making this
unnecessary,

Yours respectfully,

Harris Dias



WHAT HARKIS D/AS WKo7&
Ts 7mcte 4 iam?

Certain interesting conclusions can be drawn from the dis-
missal of Mr. Camute James, editor of the Jamaica Daily News,
6n the surface his dismissal appears straightforward enough =
the end result of a longstanding dispute between a newspaper's
owner and its editor over the day to day control of editorial
context of the paper.

But the issue to my mind raises questions gbout the credibi-
lity of the local media and about editorial integrity and it also
raises questions about freedom of the press and about how far the
privately owned meda is willing to go to present views serving the
interests of the wide majority of the Jamaican people.

Mr. James's dismissal it seems to me cannot be viewed only
in this narrow way. It has to be loocked at as part of developments
which are taking place in the wider society. As such it is impor-
tant that some attempt be made to put the issue in 4its proper per-
spective in order that a proper understanding of the wider issue be
arrived at,

To do this, we have to cast our minds back to some recent
happenings, some of which have passed almost unnoticed,

We must remember a speech msde by one prominent politician
in the Senate recently in which he said and I quote: "The struggle
and battles we face in Jamaic can be won, but they can also be
lost. The decision is ours. This nation has one last chance to
mgke that decision and mgke it they must within the next twelve
months. That is the time frame within which I predict that the
decision must be made”.

We must also remember gnother speech made by the president
of the Jamaica Manufacturers' Associstion, Mr. Winston Mahfood
recently criticising the Prime Minister, the Hon., Michael Manley,
and his announcement that he would be "contacting all non-partisan
representative institutions in the country to invite them to the
first of a series of public meetings to discuss specific develop=-
ments in the country, The purpose of such meetings would provide
a forum of enquiry independent of the political stream of both
parties".

And we must also cast our minds back to a very recent hap-
pening when a group of so-called concerned housewives demonstrated
at one of the supermarkets in the Corporate firea over shortages,
But in a matter of days they sought snd became affilizted to the
Jamaica Labour Party and was gble to conduct a mass meeting at the
State Thegtre,

We must also rmember the recent escalation of the verbal
attacks on some members in the government, some of the attacks
calling for their removal. And then we must ask ourselves,did all
this just happen to have happened, or is there a plan?

The government's recent decision to go to the IMF for aid
and its acceptance of the terms 1laid down has brought, it seems
to me severe hardships on the people, and instead of creating more
jobs for the jobless and ensure that the bhasic necessities of life
are availsble, the nation is now faced with a shortage of basic
necessities, The government's failure to move swiftly in the defence
of the people and against those who continue to pressurize them has
resulted in more hgrdships being applied to the masses.

The people of the country sre suffering more and more each
day and the plan of certain forces and those who are defendgng them
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and their interests at this time is to play onh these hardships and
blame them on the government. The media to my mind, is to play a
key role in this plan. -

The dismissgl of Mr..James, a professional journalist who like
most of us came up from the ranks snd who stoutly defended the right
of the broad masses of working people and those who represent their
views, had to be seen as part of the general plan.

The issue of professionaglism which the Cgnute James dispute
and other developments in the media raise are important; but these
defelopments cannot be viewed narrowly; the attemnts to close one
section of the print media to views representwsgthe inter8sts of the
majority And perhaps to ensure that one kind of view- dominate is
a sienificant paft of the "war" now being waged on the government by
certain forces in the country.

The outcome of this war is of interest to all working people
because if the forces are successful in their bid fto get rid of the
government, the new governors, whoever they may be, may not be able
to defend the interests of the ruling class in the .traditional way
and we might bé faced with possibly the most terrible kind of government,

As members of the Press Association. of quqica.@ﬂ'which I
am a member)marched recently, they marched for integrity and professiona-
lism in the€ media, gnd integrity to me means, the independence of the
journalists from outside forces, andtheir ability to resist any possible
attempts of these forces to influence their work. I have drawn my
conclusions, Draw yours.,

s
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<Ryl Cry! O Moracreand !
The hunger and thirst for change in our ptesent conditions linger on.
Amidst this we are seeing the rebirth of that patriotic spirit which is

demanding that the country move out of this standstill and into high gear
for progress.

Right now things can hardiy be worst., The country is taking a direction
that leaves a growing fear and social uneasiness tugging at the heart ofthe
country.On that most everyone is agreed. We differ on the reasons and what
is behind this apparent national decay, but we all agree that the great
squeeze is on.

Let no one be so naive as to think that the changes which we called
for in December, could be brought about without accompanying hardships
and great dislocation."If we want good we nose must run," a Jamaican say-
ing puts it beautifully.I believe all well-thinking personswill accept
this. What we will not accept is th~ changes being structured and managed
by those who serve minority interests.

What we will not accept is that government which started out in the dir-
ection we approved, should now sit back and allow this minority class that
seem to be trymng to tzke this country inté their hands, to walk roughshod
over it. We did not elect this mbnority to run this country.Neither did
we elect a government to sit by and watch as the progressive people in
this country are being turned back inqtheir strucele to improve the lot of
our people.

The dismissal of Canute Jamngs - aNjelirnalist of utmost proféssional
integrity last Thursday, which has sparked off a series of demonstrations
invelving thousands of patriotic'Jamaicans, is a clear example of the ini-
tiative being adopted by this minority class in a new assault on the patriotic
and progressive peonle of our land,

The sudden sending on leave of Mrs. Barbara Gloudon, the beloved and
Christian editor of the Star newspaper, is indeed strange.Why strangg?2
strange because under her guidance the publication of divorce cases;wﬁich
many have complained, were doing irreparable damage to children of divorcees
and the parents thcmselves, has been stopped.3trange because the names of
rape victims are no longer published thus saving them great embarassment,

and this under her guidance.

Strange because stories such as "There was blood in the room....
DONKEY RAVISHED" no longer appear to offend tha nation's dienity. Strange
because the picturcs of naked women no longer appear in the Star to sell
women cheap. In short under Mrs. Gloudon the Star has changed its image.
More emphasis was being placed on the small people of this country. The paper
refused to be a political party organ, And all the power and glory to Barbara
Gloudon and her team-mates of young progressive journalists in the Union of
Journalists and Allied Employees (UJAE).

If under her stewardship sales were falling is it not true that it is
because of the economic situation? Isn't Barbara a victim of this new min-
ority iniative? And if this is not so then in whose interest is her forced
leave? There are more guestions than answers!
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The young journalists Supported by those elder ones who genuinely waﬁtéo

see Jamaica move ahead to that place where we adequately provide for all our
people, took to the streets in demonstration Showing solidarity with brother
James and sister Gloudon. But the journalists' struggle is part of the wider
struggle to gchieve a free jamaica, to unshackle us from the chains of poverty
which bind our very souls,

development., Our mothers and fathers struggled to shake off this yoke. It is
not because we were all lazy and lacked initiative that we have remainedfoor,
Ind=2d some would have us believe that we did not work hard enough. Those who
have are really those who worked hard,they say., But that's a lie! Not all
reached the top by sheer hard work, Some did. Others reached there because the
system assisted them. It did not assist most of us.

I watched as my mother and father worked hard, day and night, trying their
hands at many different types of work when they could get it so that their
children could get bread to eat, clothes to wear and to g0.1t0 school. They
ire not poor beesuce they were lazy. In fact if hard work necessarily made
people rich, they would be among the richest. I stand my ground on that.I do

10t want to hear it as general excuse that the poor are poor because they are
lazy,

Now it is time that the working people be given Succour. Our voices are going
‘0 be heard. The demonstrations are going to grow. Our petitions are going to
crease, Cry! Cry! O Motherland Jamaical! Our chains are hard to bear and
‘omething has got to give!

\NHV WA S AT fu&/\/é‘-]) RACK
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The Annual General Meeting of the Association on Sunday, August 28, 197
took place in the middle of a facs developing crisis in the media, sparked
by the dismissal of Daily News Editor Canute James. And, it was on this
question that most attention was focussed.

Over one hundred journalists and other interested persons turned out
to the Curphey Place meeting to show solidarity with the Daily News workers
and the PAJ in the struggle to gain the reinstatement of the dismissed Editor.

After lengthy discussicns, the meeting took a decision to stage a march
from Half Way Tree to the Daily News, to publicly show our stand against
minority and un-democratic control of the media. The meeting also voted to
give official support to a march by progressive organisations in support of
the same principle. \

And the membership (save for two dissenting members) gave its firm
support to a resolution calling for an end to capitalist control of the media.

In his address, President Canute James noted the attacks on the .
Association and on the profession in general, over the.previous year, and
urged members to learn from these attacks. He warned about the growing
tendency of commercial interests to seek to detérmine media output. Journalists
he said, should consider organised resistance to " this cancer overtaking the
profession ", as it was a threat to their credibilizy,

In other business, the meeting mandated a small committee, headed by
Ronnie Thwaites,to investigate the entire«guestion of the Trustees and report
forward to a Special General Meeting,. whiich.has since been set for Sunday
October 2nd.(this Sunday). Up %o the time of the last General Meeting there
was still no word on the location of “the,Trust Deed, the legal document in
which the authority of the Trustees is said to be vested.

Ronnie Thwaites informed,the meeting that he had done some investigation
on the matter and this had Yed him to believe that the Trust Deed could be in
the Bank. However, the Bank had rvefused to disclose any information on the
matter to him. Members felt that a situation in which the Association's funds
were outside the control,and serutiny of their Executive, was unaccepteble.

Elections of members to the Professional Board, which should have taken
place at the meeting, was deferred. Consideration and ratification of a
draft Worker Participation proposal from the former Executive, was also
deferred.

Former Secretary Ken Chaplin advised the meeting that he would not be
standing for any office in the assoviation, and the meeting recorded the
Association's appreciation for the work Ken had done over the 18 years he held
gffice.

The new officers are as follows:

Canute James -~ President. Ilaine Wallace -- Secretary.

Ben Brodie-- 1st Vive President. Patrick Smikle ~= 2nd Vice Presidefit

Cynthia Williams-~Asst. Secretary. George Lee -- Treasurer.

Executive members: Fitzroy Nation, Hopeton Dunn, Terry Smith and

Granville Newell. Ronnie Thwaites =- Legal Advisor.

Fed RN

The new Executive has already met five times, all Emergency Meetings, the

first one being held at the Ministry of Labour.

T S S NPT IIPRING  o L SUPIPRNPR "2 12 0 01 I Y



_3_

i e = A T l'\s '-:) e \_— — J'E
HE CANUTE JAMES AFFAIR  ~BY BATRICK SNTG
!.!' i___. i 5

The dispute betwce Tkers =
agement of the Jn 2 Deily News, now
'Ilﬁg described » Danute James
AMrTate! ;hua once drought into nat-
Srnal focus the runcle by Jonurnzlists
for participation in the cay to ay
mznagement of th:ir Marknlaces

This is not a now steuegle. It is a
~truggle as olc as the profession itself.,
Sut what distincuiches the Canute James
ATfair from ; J3C or Glearer
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esolute man-er
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On: Thursday, August 25 Ua%4e] Carnjuliy the
Managing Director of Looounlcdbeans Corp,
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Organisatian dpmoﬁutrdted outside the
Daily News in support of James.

,___....-...
r\‘ —

C

(=]

Cn Saturday night aver e thousand peor
attending a rally held by the Warkers
Liberation Leaguz signed a netition
demanding the reinstatement of Jamoz
at the Daily News and Barbara Gloudon of
the Star.

Mrs Gloudon was prematurzly sens on leave

by the Gleaner Company. Since becoming
editor of the Star she atitempted to turn

it into a family paper dealing with tie
pronlems of thP D”di"jls ceaple and hedl
repartedly resisted stteirpts to use it e-

a tool of rac::iurury politicael propogznc
(Just read scpz '@ She editorials whicn

are Now gppefrinig in the paper, and some
of the seziag¥dca tjnnu and you will sec
why she @esW mMoved.

E
g e W

The gexfyrove was made by the Press
ociatian. The ld an emk&rgency mon bl
of i ts " Executive Committee at which
the matter wass issed. That same - .
Sunday August 28, PRI members, at ths
apfiual general mectiing of the Associgticr-
passed a recolution which among other
things called far tha reinstatement of
Canute James a ~rhara Gloudon. The
members slso L:’ ed on thz newly electr

1
executive comrittee "o prganise a puizliz
demonstr=ticn.

== FARLH-

On Monday, August 29 hundreds of workezs
from all sectiors of the communicaticoe
media, under a banner bearing the slon=,
"TAKE MEDIA CUT aF EHPITR;TST CONTRILY
marched through Half lizy Tree to the
Jamaica Daily Mews where they held a

public mecting.

Ly
©

That same avening comz 3,000 people m----
through th= streets of Kingston, stoasin
at the three privatp’y nuned nedis
Drﬂaﬂluatl_ » the Bleaner, the Baily
News and RJIR, in cupoard of the Jou-nalic

struggle.

By Wednesday, Hzptember 7 media workoses
were again demonstirating, this time
outside the Ministry of lLabour whero
worker represeniatives and the Daily
News manapenent were in a conciliation
meeting.

The Minister of Lahour has referred i
dispute to a Commission of Enqu1ry
SRl ne.h).
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comprising Chief Justice Mr Kenneth Smith,

Omhudsman-designate Mr E.2. Gresn and
Jamzica Development Dank ecanomist, Mr

Nathan Richards.

They are to enguire into the dispute and
gztermine whether the orofessional
journalists at the Jamoica Daily News
should have contral cver the editorial
policy of the neuspaper, or whether this
control should repoce in the hands of

the businessmen wna own the newapaper.

No doubt this ruling by the Commission
will have precedent-setting significance,

4

But whichever way it goes, journalists
must net, and cannot, regerd it as the

end of the struggle.

==[INT TY==
The communications media is too important
a factor in national development to be
left in the hands of the tiny capitalist

clite who have always controlled it

i i
/
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majority.

Abea— 5 %
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It is the responsibility of the
professicnal journalist to ensure the
dominance of the majority viewpoint.
To do this he will have to be involved

in a continous strugogle with this elite.

Media workers in 211 croanisations, be
they governmnent owned or privately owned
must press forward with plans and
programmes to introduce worker partici-
pation in their workplaces. They must
educate their colleapues ss to the role
the media played in the overthrow

of the democratically elected government
in Chile in 1573,

==GTRENGHTEN UNITY==
dut-to achieve any of these tasks they
must develop and strenghten the unity
amang media workers. It is anly through

this unity that they will be able to
defeat the cepitzlist cligue who would
use the medie to further minority interec
and turn back the forward movement of tho

{7
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The unfortunate attack of colimnist John Hearne was condemned by the
PAJ in a public =tatement. The association expressed it's "ungualified

disapnroval of o the attack.®

The statem=nt went on:

"The association states further that such an

attack in no way solve the problems of class contradictions in the
society which express themselves in journalistic terms, among others.

"The associaticn views the attack as not only unprincipled and senseless
but fears that it will no doubt serve to cloud the Tundsmental

issues of the role cof the jourmalist ang freedom of the press-issues
which are currently engaging the nation s attention and on which

the nation must sooner ar lzter decide."”

And in it's weekly Newsletter, the Union of Journalists ang ~llied
Employees (UJAE), which represents editorial workers at the Sleaner
joined other organisations and individuals in condemning the attack.

"While we do not agree with some of the hysterical outhursts which
have followed the attack, we are nevertheless concerned at the
implications such an incident can have on freedom of expression,”

the UJAE Newsletter said.
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A major national media organisation, Radio Jamaica, was this month
removed from under the control of its foreign owners, and placed by government
into the hands of a new Board of Directors charged with the responsibility
of evolving a new ownership structure made up from people~based organisations.

The development is of great importance to the Jamaican people, to the
media fraternity and to RJR workers in particular. The Press Association of
Jamaica recognised this and did not allow the occasion to pass without a
public examination of the implications of the change-over. The PAJ sponsored
a public discussion on the issue.

One of the main speakers during this discussion was the chairian of the
new RJR Board, journ:list Peter Abrahams.He said he hoped to develop within
RJR a machinery whereby all workers could contribute to the management and
running of the station.

Turning to the roie which he sees RJR playing immJamaica, Mr Abrahams
said the station will have to be a forum for all“views in the society, with
the understanding that these views are pres.nted inWproportion with their
popular support. While RJR will not become a Propaganda arm, he said, it will
never be used to subvery the duly elected goveghent.

Other speakers included the Zditor oFf S%ruggle, Rupert Lewis, who said
frecdom of the Press did not mean the d&ref+2ment of the people against the
government, JBC Newsman Colin Campbell endorsed government's statement that
RJR should become a national democratid institution, but emphasised that the
station should not be used asha %00l for reactionary purposes.

Several s peakers frofi™RJR), including Clifton Segree, contributed to
the discussion. Segree sf8id RJR mu t remain viable and credible, adding that
this would depend on how ‘successful certain internal problems were resolved.

COMUENTARY

In a written commentary for PAJ News, RJR Journalist Robert
"Bobby' Fray, said while continued viability is very important, there were
also other important considerations around the ownership change.

" The changed RJR should devoutly seek to do r=search on a scientific
scale, so that the o'ation may beam programmes which are educational,
enlightening and entertaining.

" However, there is no reason why an educational programme should be
stuffy, or conversely, why an entertaining programme should be full of trivia.

"The view has been expressed that RJR should be more nationalist and
patriotic. If inherent in this plea or advice there is any suggostion that
the station is unpatriotic, this must be firmly rejected., However, if the
suggestion is intended to urge RJR and perhaps the rest of the media, to do
far grecater work in the more remote areas of the country, then it would be
welcome,

"In the final analysis, whether RJR succeeds will depend on the desire of

the workers to achieve the things noted above. ™

The PAJ intends to make further recommendations on RJR's output and on

Worker Participation at the station.
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The unquestioned adoption of pre-conceived dogmes such as Freedom of the Press--
as articulated by the western capitalist nations--has placed some serieties
at a disadvantage, because this so-called Freedom of the Press has hbecome

something of a pre-requisite Tor the subvival of democracy.

There are basically two concepts of press freedom. The first is the authoritarien
7

theory, which developed in the European renaissance period, at 2 time when

responsibility for determining what the society ought to know and believe

rested with the "wise elite.”

Consistent with this, licences to print were issued to a sclect group. But
with the development of capitalism another theory euercad, 4he libertarian
theory--that anyone should he free to publish what they wish, with the press

heing a "free market place of ideas.®

The notion is that after being exposed to the constant battle of ideas
the public would discern the truth. This theory/has been tempered by
gualifications of "social concern®, but basically .the concept remain the

same--freedom to publish as one pleasess.

The idea that the public will determine what's true after bheing bombarded

=

by contending ideas and views, is guite an assumpiion.

{Quite apart from whether such'&n assumption Of course the ideal situation would
has any basis in a country where the lardge be a society in which there are no
majority of the population is illiterate, class divisiaons anc goals are identical
can a developing countzy teyirg to throw --everyone going in the same direction.
off the ferment of 300 years @f slavery

and colonialism and ze-orientate its But this is not the case and until it
society afford the confusien of a free is the press MUST primarily be a

vehicle for the expression of the views

for all jostle?
aspiration and will of the majority.

And, can any devedeping country afford The paramount concern has to be the
to divide its energies or encourage interest of the majority of the people
counter-productive use of scarce resources . gf this country, and media output in
such as the mass communicesticns channels? every respect must reflect this concert
To talk about press freedom one has to As I see it Freedom of the Press must
lock at the questicn of who determines be seen in this light. And this type
what's fit to publish. of freedom can only be achieved on the
basis of ownership by the people throuc
BQut more important is the Tact that ACCESS the state and control by the workers.
to communications fecilities is a nrivelesge
that very few Jamaicanshave. The epeactisnary protagonists of Press
Freedom while fighting against govt.
Another vital consideration, which make ownership of the media, would seek to
more mockery of talk of freedom of the have people believe that press freedom
press,is the reality of the ability is the god-=end of capitalist ownershit
adversisers have to determine the content and control--that the press can't be
and policy of commerciszsl media institu- free under govermment ownership. uell,
tions because of their objective role the press certainly cant be free if che
in the financial upkeep of the instihitu- interpretation of freedom allows any
tions. section of the media to undermine

(contd on p 10)

—
444+ Miss Hzwihorne is a Reporter on the staff of JOC News +++++ l
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COURINEY BROWN (API): MStme pgople siy freedom of the press is only guaranteed when
’ you have a press not controlled by gcvernment, others say

government must control if freedom of the press is to be ensurcd.
In my view the above views are far too simplistic and general.
The fact of the matter is that in oll cluss societies there
exist a class which exploitis and dominates. It is only against
this background that we can coms - to a proper understanding of
what exactly is freedom of the press.
Foth of our daily newspapers are controlled by this small and
dominant class in our society. The maxim "who pays the paper
calls the tune” is very relevant to this guestion. Yes, there
is jreedom of the press; freedom for the small dominant
minority who have aluuys owned, and eontrolled it. But not Jreedwm
for the vast majority of peoplefinyJdmaica.Ihe struggle now
is for those who collect and wrete the news to break the
monopoly of those who sit i@ thelr air-conditioned offices and
decide what is or what ig ot published. Curtailment of the
power of this small donandwt @ligue is the only rayvuto: freedon
of the press for the masges of Jamaican people. "

DEWZIL R. DUNKLEY (JBC) :'"As jar as I amEoncerned the press in Jamaica is still
free; but I would ngver pretend for one moment that this

j%eedom is notnow threatened.

What I dmynot certain chout ig whoether those people now
shouting leudedt for "press freedom” would really allow for
freeYexpression of the varitty of views and opinions now
possi ble should they ever itahke contrel of the media.

Finclly Ped me add that I could never for one moment accept
tha®Sthe press is free in a situation where all the principal
organs of the media are state-owned whether by a right o’
1e%% wing regime.

JENNIFER FFRENCH (DAILY NEWS) "Wreedom of the Prcoss must be the unhampered express’’
of all views within the ambit of decemcy, fair play and libel.

It must allow for dissent.?’

PAULETIE MCDONALD (GLEANER): " Press Freedom to me means the publication of the
views of everyone in the country, high and low, exeept for
those wich are defamutory, slanderous, obseene or libellous.”

GRANVILLE’NEWELL (RTR NE#S) +"dccess Dby all to express views and comments on the
basis tlhat these views and comments are responsible and in

the interest of the majority of the society.”

QWEN JAMES (514R) : " Freedom of the Press meuns primarily freedom from government
control. Government controlled media Is inuuriably just a
propogandaarn of whatever party ts in power. However, the
media should at all tines rejflect the views of the majority.

SALOMIE ROWE (UNEMELOYED JOURNaLILST): “Freedom of the press means the freedom of
the ouwners and controllers of the media & publish whart they
kelieve ts in their interest. Lherefore, for the media to
serve the interests of the majority of the people they
(the majority), must own and control it.!

DAVID WEBSTER (DAILY NEWS):" Freedom of expression by every single parson regardless
of colour, creed, social status or opinion.

CYNIHIA WILLIAMS (DAILY NEWS): "Press freedom cxists only when all sectors of the
society have access to the mediu...when the media reflects

(Contd on next page)
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the views apd aspirations of all the people—-not just tEose
of the monied minority."”

THORAL DeMERCADO (DAILY NEWS):"Ihe ready access and ability of all people to express
their views in the interest of the country asa whole.”

UIKE JARRETI (DAILY NEWS):"Press freedom is the kind of situation where Jamaicans of
every walk of lijfe receive truthful and honest information which
allows them to comment on and make up their minds on the issues
of the day. In other words, they must get "the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but...”

JOAN RO&S (JBC.NE®S):"reedom of the press is to a certuin extent tofdé'with UCCEe3S.
The capitalists huve thdt und so does the goverhment through
different levels of control....What about the rest of us?’

SIAN REYNOLDS (RJB NE#S): "It seems to me to be the rightto publish and broadcust
angthing that is factual and relevant to the needs of the

soctety. "

LEROY THOMPSON (RJB NE#S):"Ihe right oj everyore to expresschis views through the
media, providing such views are without mulicious intent to
hurt the country, are bulanced, faeiuad’ and in the best interes?

of the people.”

ANONYUOUS RIR JOURNALIST :"[he press should be free to malie public (within the laws 0]
course,) facts of importance te the nation. Should also be free
to criticise and give credi® to government, opposition etc und
to make known to the public any corrupt practices.”

 BURELS MYRIE (DAILY NEWS) :"Liberty inany brodd context concerns integrity, discipline,
and the licen®e to explore; and yet a practice of restraint.
Press freedom shouldirevolve around these issues and concepte
anc it mu§t strive to publish without hecoming ‘overbearing.
It must avodd mamipulation of a few and should not lead 't
the réwolution/of the many. It is a voice and must tuke into
account the value of cxpression. '

HUBERT GRAY (DAILY NEWS):"Ihewresponsibility to operate within the construint of the
law.of libel und the preservation of the Jjournalist's inherent
right to be critically fair in his assessment baged on facts G
druth.” '

TONY BECCA (DAILY NE#S) "ihe scope to write freely one's oun views and opinions within
d the daws of libel without interference from anybody at all
whether it ke financiers (i.e. top management) or politicians:
and the access of the public in generwl to use the channels of
the media to express their opinions. "
GLEN McFARL&NE (DAILY NEWS)
n4 forum for every reasonuble opinion regardless of whethe
it is popular or unpopulur. ihe question is:how will we defin:
'rewsonable!?

o #EST (A.P.I.) "Freedom of the press must medn the freedom of differéng views
' to be openly expressed through the media. The press in any col
must reflect the views and aspiraticns of the majority of the
people. This would need an editor who is able to allow for
the expression of these views, even in cases where they mi|
differ from his own, or even the owners of the papers
In the Jamaicun experience, the principle of freedom of the pre
is made to look ridiculous by the rabid anti-government
propagendd advanced ly the two leading newsplpers, parading
as the views of the people. IThis cannot be the views of a
people who in December and again in March voted overwhelming.’
for the present government.
Is this true freedom of the press, or the freedom of the minor:
to attempt to brainuwash the majority of the Jamatican peoplc
through their media to lose confidence in their elected

government? " | (contd next page



JENNIFER McDONALD (A.F.I.):"ill secticns of the press must be prepared to offer

objective views on any current event or situation which

affects the populaticn of a country. The press cannot -be

free if only one side of the story is .resented. Frofessional
Jjournalists and editors must alwiys strugyle to present a
balunced overview and allow people to form their own conclugiois

CARL WINT (DAILY NEWS):"No comment.?

BEVERLY HAMILTON (DAILYNEWS) :'"Press freedom meuns dccess to the media for all
sections of the society.”

LIVINGSTON McLaREN (DAILY NEWS): "It simply means jfreedom for any and every person
to hear and read what he wants and to hear and read what
anybody else hus to saly or write-—whatever the view, progres
sive or reactionariy.”

RUBY TY¥SON (DAILY NE#S): "Freedom of expression within the constraints of good
tuste. Fhere criticisn is concerned it snozld be constructive
eriticism and not just criticism to disrupt. Not unlicensed
freedom—~but jfreedom within reduscne!

PATRICK SMIELE . < Mreedom of the press must guap@ntee the right of all
shudes of opinion to be expresged, through the media. IThis
freedom cun only be realised ifgredia is free from minority
control . "

GARFIELD MYERS (UNEMFPLOYLD JOURNALIST): 'Fireedom Of the, iress should mean nothing

more or less than the gfmecdom to defand the interests of
the majority of the people. "

! BUMMIE' SMITH AS1dR) : "That everybody shoudd ged the chunce to voice their
opinions freglygasWlong ce they can buck it up. No one
must not talljourkalists what to write.”

BEVERLY NEWELL (JBC NEWS):". free pragsghould reflect a wide cross section of vieuw:
In the gsocietWaRd in so doing mirro- the aspirations of thc
people. Zhis is not the case in Jumuice today and it I8
clzar thaththis will never be attalned unless the ownership
and mgnagement of the media is taken out of the hands of
they miwority and given to people who are conscious of cie
needs of the masses.At the some time it should be remembered
thatVfrzedon must be tempered with a sense of responsisilit]

LOLITA {RACEY (SuARN: "Freedom of the press essentially means that the Editor
or whoever ts in control must be objedtive, must not be
biased or politicully—motiveted. dnd he must air all thz
views of the people, even if he disagrees with some.”

ANONYUOUS' GLEANER JOURNALIST: *"No press can be free if it has u dominance of
minority views, because it is not in the interest of the
majority of the people in the society to have a small
hund ful of people in control while the majority ure poor
und deprived. [fherefore the press must be controlled by
the workiny cluss, the mujority or it cannot be considerec
free. "

MICHAEL RUDDOCK. (JBE NEWS)"ireedom of the press to me means the uccessibility to
all sections of the media by any individuul or organisatic:.
which wish to express o particular view. HAowever freedom
of the press must ulso be viewed as 4 meuns of expressing
the views of the mujority which have truditionally been
suppressed hy thée owners of the media. fhese views must Dle
given pricority."

EVETLE CROSS. (API) :"ihe rightto be informed is one of cur hasic rights. Newspupers
must serve the public interest. Feople must have access
to the press und it must refiect their views, hopes and
aspirations. ”

RABSTON MCKENZIE(RIR) :"Press freedom could be seen as an ideal situation where
all individuals and groups are given egual opportunity to
exprese themselves through the public mass media without

aldowing interest- groups and persons overiding privelegez

MICHAEL CAMEBELL (API):"ifree press is one which reflects the political and social

aspirations of the majority of the citizens in any country. It must be socially

responsible gnd boos¢ national confidence und uplift the minds of the masses.”
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The recent march by media workers
Half Way Tree Square to the Daily News
left one of the

mind.

has slogans stuck in my

It 18 "Free Up The Pregs®, Why is
it necessary to free up the Press?
Let us look first at what is

by freedom of the lMass

meant
It is the
ownership of the media that is the

Media.

greatest determinant of how free the

media can be within the society.
distinct

patterns of ownership have emerged. One

In the Caribbvean, two

is government ownership as in Guyana

and St Kitts, and the other is private .
ownership as in Trinidad and to a certain
extent in Jamaica.

In the first the
as free as the laws of the country in
I%. But its
fur tl_; curtailed by

place, media is

vhiech it operates allow
freedom can be
those who control editorial pollcy TN
owners and managers are the gates ‘and
gate-keepers of editorial confemth It
simply means, itl1at they decide

be gxpreéwsed in the

therefore,
to
newspapers and on

whose views are
The four theories of medig systems
Siebert

and Men) are classic

advanced by Schramm, and Peterson
(Media, Messages
examples under which we can further

These

are Authoritarianism, Libertarianism,

examine freedom of the mass media.

Jommunist and Social Responsibility.
Under the Authorit, the

nedia are "directive and propagandistic',

arian theory,

and are 9Yinstruments of controld,

Libertarianism is the direct opposite
and began in England

the 17th

>f authoritarianism,
-nd the American colonies in
serntury.

The Communist theory was furthered
by Karl Marx in the first quarter of the
pregsent century. Under the

this theory,

nase media are part of the State,

the radio &and television,

Gayle(Information Officer at

The Social Responsibility theory

began in the mid-twentieth century
and i1s said to be recognised by the
lorld,

Western W Under this theory,

the emphasis on media freedom is
shifted to media responsibility.

When it comes to National
development, the question is no
longer how free th: media are, but
how responsible they are in a
progressive sociaty. At present, the
Libertarian ¢oneept of our media
syatem makeSyiteVery clear that
'frecdom'@fifthe mass media is a
one-sied @ffair.

( Buch. freedom is the powerful
weaponsof the media owners, who
opPese modern political and social
changes,

.~ The way forward, therefore, is
not the traditicnal 'media freedom?',
unless it means freedom to be

responsible in a climate of national

development.
R R R

A_PERSPECTIVE OF PRESS
FRUEDOM
( Continued from Page 6)

efforts to redress the-social
inequalities ‘ef the soeiety, =+~ .
undermine the confidence of the
masses in themselves and in the
duly elected government, and more
specifically, undermine the Socialist
movement and promote the continuation
of the existing social and ecorbmig.
relationships of the capitalist

system.

(===30mmm
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"....WE REGRET TO INFORM YOU THAT AS OF TODAY WE WILL NO LONGER CONTRIBUTE
TO THE EDITORIAL PAGE OF THE DAILY GLEANER. WE VIEW YOUR REJECTION OF OUR
COLUMNS AS A MOCKERY OF PRESS FREEDOM AND AN ACT WHICH GIVES CREDENCE TO
THE ACCUSATIONS THAT THE GLEANBR'S EDITORIAL POLICY ALLOWS THE VIEWS OF SOME
PECPLE TO BE PUBLISHED WHILE THE VIEWS OF OTHERS ARE SUPPRESSED..."
~--DESMOND ALLEN AND HARRIS DIAS IN A
~ LETTER TO HECTOR WYNTER ON SEPT 3

The editorial on the back page of this issue points to the hyporrisy of some
of the people involved in the present debate about "Freedom of the Press", It says
the crunch is "between those who speak about freedom of the press and of democracy
and mean what they say, and those who speak af freedom of the press and democracy
and do not mean what they say."

The rejection of the columns which Harris Dias and Desmond Allen submitted
to the Gleaner on the media sitwtion provide perhaps the most clear examples ol this
hypocrisy.

The opening of the Gleaner's editorial page to the exPression of views from
working Jjournalists was not a generous gesture made independently by » a concerned
Gleaner management. It was fought for by the UJAE. The unién supported the move
even though it recognised that this move was merely a tokenfone on the part of
the Gleaner. The UJAE made it clear that it held serious xreservations about the
whole exercise since there was no guarantee that whenever the workers expressed
opinions in these columns which differed in any fundamental way from those held
by the owners and controllers of theGleaner, they would»be published, After all,
the union pointed out, the firal decision restswithutheEditor.

= PRINCTIPLE

One of the cardinal principles governing thejconduct of any columnist is that his
views are his own and not those of the paper for which he writes. Therefore he must
be free to express those wiews as long as they are not iw violation of the laws

of libel and.can be considered ag fair cogments,

The Gleaner is quick g0 pein¥jout that the views on the Editorial page--
except those in theBditorials-=are mnot those of the paper. Hence they Justify the
unfair personal attacks colUmnists make on individuals almost daily, by pointing
out that these are not the wiews of the paper.

But when two working journalists write their columns, expressing their
views--columns. which are mot/in violation of any law or ethic--they are rejected by
a2 paper which the same week publishes views of a different outlook on the same issue,
And that very paper is the first to unblinkingly boast that it seeks andprints
all shades cof opinion and that it is free.

The hypocrisy goes even further. The very vocal heralds of free expression
utter not a word about the issue.

Canute James is right, We really have to examine whether some of those
who speak about freedom of thepress and democracy really mean what they way, or they
are trying to bandoodle us.

Below we publish the columns by Dias and Allen which the free press rejecteds

AT T u[\ - T:_'j‘ ANToOTr> "Q "T“‘\T \...H i d & ,.‘é 3
WEALY HAK <1i> DIAD dlrel~—
CERTAIN INTERESTING CONCLUSIONS can be drawn from the dismissal of Mr Cgnute James,
editor of the Jamaica Daily News. On the surfacé his dismissal sppears straightfoward
enough--the end result of a long standing dispute between a newspaper's owner and
it's editor over the day to day control of editorial content of thepaper.

BUT THE ISSUE raises gquestions about the credibility of the local media and about
editorial integrity,and it also raises questions about freedom of the press and about
how far privately owned media is willing to go to present views serving the interests
of a wide majority of the Jamaican people.

MR JAMES' DISMISSAL it seems to me cannot be viewed only in a narrow way. It has to
be looked at as part of developments which are taking place in the wider society.

As such it is important that some attempt be made to put the issue in its proper
(contd/p 12)
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perspective in order that a proper understanding of the wider issue can be arrived
at. To do this, we have-to cast our minds back to some recent happenings, some

of which have passed - _ unnoticed.,

L/y!}

w =

WE MUST REMEMBER a speech made by one prominent politician in theSenate recently
in which he said and I quotes "The struggle and battles we face in Jamaica can
be won, but they can also be lost. -The decision is ours. This nation has onelast
chance to make that decision and make it they must within the next - - 4 5 months,
That is the time frame within which I predict that the decision must be made.,"

WE MUST ALSO REIEMEER another speech made by thepresident of the Jamaica Manufacturers
Assoclation, Mr Winston Mahfood recently, criticising the Prime Minister and
announcing that he would b2 contacting all non-partisan representative institutions

in the country to invite them to the first of a series of public meetings to discuss
specific devélq?ments in the country,

AND WE MUST ALSO cast our minds back to a very recent happening when a group of
so-called concerned housewives demonstrated at one of the supermarkets in the Corporate
Area over shortages. But in a matter of days they sought and became affiliated

to the Jamaica Labour Party and was able to conduct a mass meeting at the State
theatre. : :

cent escalation of wverbal attacks_on members of the
cks calling for their removal., Andgthen we must ask
pen to have just happened,; or is, thené a plan?

WE MUST ALSO REMEMBER the r
government, some ¢f 1he ait
ourselves, did zll this hap

THE GOVERNMENT'S RECENT DEBCISICN to.go to the IMF. for®zid &nd its acceptance of the
terms laid down has brought severe hardships on thepeople ard instead of creating

more jobs for the Jobless and ensuring that the basi® necessities of life are

available, the nation is now faced with ashortages6% basic necessities, The government ‘s
failure to move swiftly in the defense of the people and against those who continue

to pressurise them has resulted in more hardshdips Beding applied to the masses.

THEPEOPLE OF THE COUNTRY
forces and those who are
hardships and blame then
plan,

THE DISMISSAL OF MR JAMES, a professional gffournalist who like most of us came from

the ranks and who stoutly deéfend®@ the right of the broad masses of working people

and those who represent their view3 has to be seen as part of the general plan,

THE ISSUE OF PROFESSIONALISM@mkick tBe dispute at the Daily News and other
developmerits in the media raise adwe important; but these developments carnot be viewed
narrowly; the attempts to.close one section of the print media to views representing
the interests of the major@yy &ud perhaps ensure that cne kind of view dominate is

a significant part ofGghe "war" now being waged on the government by eertain Borces

in thecountry. ‘

THE OUTCOME OF THIS WAR i8" of interest to all working people because if the forces

are successful in their bid tc get rid of the government, the new governors, whoever
they may be, may not be able to defend thei interests of the ruling class in the
traditional way and ¥e¢ might be faced with. possibly the most terrible kind of govern-
ment, :

AS MEMBERS OF THEFRESS ASSOCIATION (of which I am a member) marched recently, they
marched for integrity znd professionalism in the media, and integrity to me means

are suffering mOré 2nd Wmore ecach day and the »" =2 of certain
defending their” jnYereBts at this time is to play on these
n the government® THWE media is to play a key role in this

O

the dumle 1ce of the journalists from outside forces, and their ability to resist
any possible attempts fr.om these forces to influence their work,
T HAVE DRAWN - - CONCLUSIONS, DRAW YOURS. | 7
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THE HUNGER AND THIRST FCR CHANGE in our present conditions linger on, Apidst
this we are seeing the rebirth of thsat patriotic spirit which is demanding that the
country move aut of this standstill and into high gear for pzogress.
RIGHT NOW THIGS can hardly be worst, The country is taking a direction that leaves
a growing fear and social uneasiness tugging at theheart of the country. On that
most everyone is agreed, We differ on the reasons and what is behind this apparent
national decay, but we all agree that the great squeeze is on,
LET NO ONE BE so naive as to think that the changes which we called for in December
could be brought about without accompanying hardships and greast dislocation. "If
we want good we nost must run,” a Jamaican saying puts it beautifully.

(contd on XTRA PAGE)
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I believe all well-thinking persons will accept this, What w: wil .ot sogept i
is the changes being structured and managed by those who serve minority
interests.

WHAT WE WILL not accept is that the government which started out in the
direction we approved, should nww sit back and allow this minority class
thot seems to be trying to take this country into their hands, to walk
boughshod over it. We did not elect this minority to run this country,
Neither did we elect a government to sit by and watch as the; progressive
people in this country are being turned back in their struggle to improve
thelot of our people.

THE DISMISZAL of Canute James--a journalist of utmost professional integrity--
last Thursday, which has sparked off a series of demonstrations involving
thousands of patriotic Jamaicans, is a clear example of the initiative
being adopted by this minority class in a new assault on the patriotic
and progressive people of our land,

THE SUDDEN SENDING on leave of Mrs Barbara Gloudon, the begloved and Christian
editor of the Star newspaper, is indeed strangze, Whygstrange? Strange
because under her guidance thepublication of diwexrce cases of which
many complained, has beenstopped. Strange because’ the names of rape . -7r712z
victims are no longer published, thus saving{them great embarassment,
and this under her guidance. '

STRANGE BECAUSE stories such as "There was blocd dn the room.,.DONKEY RAVISHED"
no longer appear to offend the nations dignity. Strange because the
pictures of naked women no longer appear iIn theStar to sell women cheap.
In short under Mrs Gloudon the Skar hHasPchanged its image. More emphasis
was being placed on the small people of this country. The paper refused
to be a political party organ., And all the power to Barbara

IF UNDER HER stewardship sales were falling is it not true that that is because
of the economic situation? Isnt Barbara a victim of this new minority
initiative? And if thi§ IS not so then in whose interest is her forced
leave? There are mdre gquestions than answers!

THE YOUNG JOURNALISTS, supported by those older ones who genuinely want to
see Jamaica move ahead to that place where we adequately provéde for
all our peopl; took to the streets in demostration showing solidarity
with brother James and Sister Gloudon. But the jJjournalists! struggle
is part of the wider struggle to achieve a free Jamaica, te unshackle
us from the -chains of poverty which bind our very souls.

THE MAJORITY of our people are poor, But we will not suffer ourselves to be
subjected for ever to this stark and naked poverty which has handicapped
our development., Our mothers and fathers struggled to shake off this
yoke. It is not because we were all lazy and lacked initiative that
we have remained poor., Indeed some would have us believe that we did
not work hard enough, Those who have "made it" are really those who
have worked hard, they say, But that's a liel Not all reached the top
by sheer hard work. Some did, Others reached there because the system
assisted them, It did not assist the majority of us,

I WATCHED AS MY MOTHER and father worked hard, day and night, trying their
hands at many different types of work when they could get it so that
their children couldget bread to eat, clothes to wear and go to school.
They are not poor because they were lazy. In fact if hard work necessa-
rily made people rich, they would be among the richest. I stand my
ground on that. I do not want to hear it as general excuse that the poor
are poor because they are lazy.

NOW IS TIME THAT the working people be given succor. Our voices are going to
be heard. The demonstrations are going to grow. Our petitions are going
to increase. Cry! Cry! O Motherland Jamaica! Our chains are hard to bear
and something has got to give!
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WHY WERE THESE T”O COLUMNS REJFCTFD AND THOSE BY PERKINS, HE \RNE AND D'COSTA
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n American Foderaticon of Journalists (Felap) -has been in regular
communication with ithe PAJ. Sent us o wolcome message of suppdrt in the Daily

News Strurcle.

On the recocimendation of Felep the Association observed September 8th as

the Internmaticnal Day of Journalists,by placing special messages on the radio .

The day commemmorates the strugole nf journalksts all over the world, and in

3 = Iy = 3 » s
particular in tim America, ageinst opoiression and discrimination.
b3 e
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The Pad Executive held two rounds of talks with Prime Minister Manley, during
which the Daily News issue, Radio Jowoica, democracy in the media and other issues

were discussed. Piain talking on hoth sides.
R A ]
Interviweing has just been concluded for candidates for the Alcan Journalism

Scholarship to the Inciitute of Mass Communications at the UWI.

T
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People arve mcking what happen to the Sepred Journalism Award. Entries have
been submitted sevewsl months now, but no ward get>.
S e s ek
Much ectivity at RIR nver the olec$icon of the worker representatives to the
Board. Don'é allc-w the cxercise to Turbher divide the workforce in this time when
greatest workers unity is mecded at RIRL Remember, tho Workers Council is key--

Build 1.
JIBC newsman Dart @agmphel®bs off to the US to ohserve newspaper, fadio and
Television practice. Mpec%ed beek in about a month and @ half. 3alford Henry of

Gleaner expected hagk copn, foom a theoe-month course in England.

J8C workers enxivusly awaiting tho return of Consie Walters, Head of News, who

]
-
]
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has heen aon several wuecske
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Press Clubh getsing more lively by the night. Could do with a little

= |

rcfurhishing;and mayhe g little music?

e o el s

MBrki'g Journalisty are mandnrlhﬁ when the prices at the press club are
aoing to come down to their, l;v%},oa .
LRGSR

NOTE: Beginning this issue, 'PAJ NEWS' costs 10 cents,
This small contribution is to help defray the
rising expenses being incurred in publishing

the newsgsletter,

i T B ek i A *###############################



PAJ Nbao oTAFF whliLR

Mo MANLEY RaVaGED 1HE OFFOST1ION PARIY. HE

CJHREW 4054 OF iHE 1OP LLaJERSHIP INIO Jall.
JHE Vi ORITY OF JAMaICANS ARL NOW FEARFUL.
IHEY 4RE aFr+Ip 10 LXFRESS OFPPOSTITON. LHOSE
WHO OFFOSE MiaNLEY, FLRHAPS 4 MaJORILY, LHINK
UHE UoS. WILEL SiVE JaMaICA FROM CUMMUNISH ...«

The above is from an American
conservative newspaper called "The
Rising Tide"., The headline of the
story reads: "Marxist Grip on Jamzica
gets Tighter", and it was published
on August 15, 1877, aonly last month,

To many of us this is nothing unusual,
nothing fundamentally different from
the bad reports Jamaice was given in
the foreign press in 1975, 1976 and
early 1977.

But this new onslaught is different,
This country is now the target of a
well arganised; very carefully
orchestrated plan aimed at forcing the
United States government to take action
to "prevent Fidel Castro from
colanizing the Caribbean island as

part of his plan to construct a

Marxist axis running from Guyana tag
Jamaica to Havana™,

The plan is being organised By a
very influential Jamaican-=-Amerigan
group that calls itself "Friends\for
a Free Jamaica." It is Dased in
Washingtaon D.C., the U,S5% capital

and since about Juneyor July this
year has been actively spearheading

a campaign to turn the U¥S., Cangress,
President Jimmy Carter, and the
American people against Jamaica,.

Prime Minister Manmley spoke about the
group at the PNP annual conference
and Jamaica's ambassador to the
United Statesy; Alfred Rattray also
made reference to the group while on
a visit to the island recently., BHut
the local media downplayed both these
statements and made no attempt to

get further details and expose to the
Jamaican people the actions of this
group,

Who are the "Friends for a Free
Jamaica?" The group is led by a
Jamaican, Dr, Dalbert Williams whe is
Professor of Pnlitical Science at the
University of the District of
Columbia (formerly Federal City
College)

==RONALD REAGAN==

The vice=~chairmen are James [, Roberts,
(American), Executive Director of the

"riends for a

American Conservative Union. The

ACU is an organisation that includss
among it's membership people like Barry
Goldwater, James Buckley and William
Buckley, all arch reactionaries, It's
chief spokesman is Ronald Reagan.,

Other vice=chairmen are Howard Phillips
(American), Nationmal Director aof the
Conservative Cauc@eg L, Francis “auchey
(American), Secrewdry of the Council

of Inter=Amerdcam &ecurity and Lee
Edwards (®meridad), Secretary of the
American Boupcil for lWorld Federation.

Remember the now=famous statement made
by Terepce Todman, the Assistant
Secfetdry) for Inter-American Affairs, to
a House sub=-committee about Human Rights
in Jdamaica?

Well, these "friends" of the Jamaican
people sent a memo to Pfesident Carter,

Cyrus Vance, Todman, and members of the
House sube-committee on Inter-American
affairs to "set the record straight.”

It challenged Todman's statement that
"Jamaica is typical of the English-
speaking Caribbean in it's excellent
record on human rights,.,"

According to these "friends" of ours

the "factual™ record on human rights is,
among other things, that between June
1976 and June 1977, over 100 citizens
were "executed" by the security forces
and a large number of adults and
children "were bombed and set on fire by
known political supporters of a feared
Minister of Manley's cabinet,”

==PRES5S5 FREEDOM==

Free Jamaica" in their
mema to Carter that the Jamaican press
was compelled to subscribe to Article
15 of the Emergency Act (this, is July
1877) "which states that it may not
publish criticism of the government
even if such publishing is the truth."

"The government has resorted to the
oft-dsed tactic of controlling the
import and distribution of newsprint
for the print industry, and they are
determining aupply and demand,"
says the 'friends' memo.

The efforts of the "fFriends for a
Free Jamaica' to "alert" the U,.S.

Congress to development in Z=maica
have not been totally

(cont'd on page 15)
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In 2 report on
in Latin America®,
McDonald of Georgie
Wednesday, July 13 that Prime Minister
Manley is "= rodical Marxist®; that he
had "imported scores of Cuban specialists
to hold advisorv pozitionn in Jamaica's
cabinet ministries.”

“Subhversion and Terro
F;’l‘&"“"\"ar‘wﬂ"'m -

told the

McDonald describies the Rostafarians as

"a drag-orierted criminal cult of
terrorists® whe have been controlled by
Manley by his mzking them into goon

squads of the PP,

Another friend of ihe “Fpicnds of Jamaica",
Congressmar Dan Marrigtt mf Utah, wrocte a
letter to his rf11: members of Congres

on July 28 that BnllELgue,

b
Jamaice is no 1PFQT“ 1 et paradise.®
According to Marricit, human righnts,
individual freedoms and the free enter-
nrise system wore huﬁmg "systematically
and relentlessly assaul and the very
ronts of Jamaica's cratic system are
being serinusly threote B

He said Mrs Cprier's stztements during
her visit to the Pﬁunﬁ:“ indicated
sanctions of apnrova tha Manley
government,

"It is my belief,™ he wrote, Jthat [uc
favourable geatur ar d atawmnents can

:39 mislinroSnaseon

only be du* o

and understatenen af ace
"This is a matier of YraVe kanceli
inasmuch as shz zadmiris@r-ion is cont-

emplating caislstance to

Manley."

310/in AL tacy

Marriott attachec %o tils Letter %o the
congressmen a cody of one fe has sent
to President Carter (gee nex: page) and
asks for signeaturzs in support of the
actions he propoze,

The article in ¥The Rising 7Vide' guotes

a "leader of Jamaica's anti-communist

politicel marty” who left because of
threats against hils live.

tham

most

a00.
inbued with

ank to infiltrate

This leader sald theire were ore
100,000 Jamaicans living in Cuba.
of whum had emigr qtau some years
Some of thom hzve bee

Castriosm and sent b

Jamaica, according to him.
He says that they are now indolved in

indoctrination, orimorily of youngsters.
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This informant of “?Nﬁinﬁ Tigde™ sBgus
Castrhism
nationaliem

of Jdamaice.

is ?:m,;;“ﬁ“ with hlack
ouxn whites out

tD crive

He gavo:"Castiyo
the Jamaican inte
He plans to u.e
from o
taotall tarizn
goon sgustls,
Cubans are
positiaons

==F INANCE

i i A
fhig unaoiy

of Jdemaican m gate ar
fimerican Tigapce co 1 cannoti oe
taken ligh €

At peec@nd gthe erforie of the “Friencs

of Jagfeimail e fj“.nigﬂ at influencing

Ameticomydecleion-maceis. Sut, like
e, Ouben exile flangc that develecped
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AFTER CONSIDERACLE  study of the developments in Jamaice with Tegard to human
rights, incividucl freedom, end the free enterprise system, 1t is evidend.
that inerc is cnuse for grave coiicern. urthermore, there is a preponderance
of oviderce of vorlous types of assaults on the previously democratic
system, which has been the way of 1ife on that island. The island's democratic
system is now seriousiy threatened,

STATEMENTS RECEZNTLY made by persans high in your administretion, indicating
sanctions of aiozoval te gucsticnable improprieties of Michal Manley's
governmens, are most disturbinge Thess favoursble gestures to a malevolent
regime can nonly be duz to gross misinformation, ignorance, and dengerous
uncerstatement of fact. Cne very deplorable move at prezent is the
administrotion’s attempt to render 310 million in milifary assistance to
Manley.

THERE IS UVERIDING urgercy o put an unconditicnal stop to this illconceived
desire to hplcter a Marxiet regime. Menley is embarked upon a course
contrary to thz intrinsic intercsts of the United States and those of
peace und Frecdeom. There is need to make provisions wheseby all future
gssistence to © . Manley is contemplated with extreme cauticn. We are
concerned tnat military or other forms of assistange may be granted to the
Manley rooime at the grave expense of United Sézt€s'/policies and principles,

THERE IS5 MUCH CONCERN here in Americe and othes, fereign countries that Manley's
government has syotematicelly violated hdmamyrights, individual freedoms,
and the foundsaticsns of tho freec cnterpmisel system. Since Manley came to
power Ln 4197Z. %he following are some OF the measures inuroduced:

O THE S0VIET UNZONSAND SEUZA HAVE ASSINTED MANLEY IN -
SOCIALISING THE ECONCMY NND ARE EXPLIGI MesOR IMPLICITLY ENCRORCHING UPCN
THE CITIZENS! RibkHTS TO PRIVATE @ROPERTEs

*THE GOVERNMENT HAS THHEATENED TO TeKE LVER PRESS AND RADIC IN AN ATTEMPT TO
LIMIT TRADITIOM L FREZLOME EXERCISEDY THESE MEDIA ..

*MAIL TO ARND FRIOM TH

*GOVERNMENT GUWNE0 CUl

*EDUCATICON FROM POX
GOVERNMENT -]

!

*MARXIST ADUYISORE &

UNITLDOLTRTES IS5 SEING OPENED AND CENGDRED.
LELCTRLE WARM§ HAVE 3EEN INSTITUTED
Y TO UNIGERSITY LEVELS HAS BEEN TAKEN CVER BY THE
D & MEING URIENTED TO A SOCIALIST PHILOSOPHY.
*THE GOVERMNAENT HAo MOWUIRES) CONTROLLING INTERESTS IN ARERS OF THE ECONCMY
PREVIOUSLY HELD Q¥ PRIVETE OWNERSHIF
*PRESENTLY , MANZUVERE HRE BCING CARRIED GUT 7O REWRITE A CONSTITUTION IN THE
MOST DIABCLICAL F UHTEN  GITHOUT APPROPRIATELY SUSMITTING DRAFTS AND INTENDING
WOBUARDS AD TD INDIVIDUAL RICHTS, DUE PROCESS, AND LEGISLATIVE

TO DELETE MUMERGUE
SLANCE OF & BICAY PoRLIAMENT .

*THE MANLEY GUVE IT ADHIEVED AN IQREVERGIBLE DCSTRUCTION OF THE ISLAND'S
ECONOMY DY HaNTON, RECKLESS AND DELIBERATE INTRUDUCTICN OF £CONCMIC SOCIALISM
AND PERNICICUS AUGULT ON PRIVATE SCCTOR

* THERE HAS C RAPE OF THE FLECTORAL SYSTEM 8Y POLITICAL THUGGERY
AND GERRYMANDERING TO DESTRAY THE CRPPUSITICN AND ULTIMATELY THE MULTI-PARTY
SYSTEM.

BECAUSE COF THILI and meny other wmalevolent trends in Manley's regime, we request
that you revicw the Administration®s policy toward this regime, purposefully
rendering all Tuture assistance with the proviso that human rights and
the free entorprise system ave invdolasbly enshrined, and set sbout to
monitor any such promises from the Manley Administretion.

Sincerly,
DanMarrictt,
Member of Congress
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Press /ssociation of Jamaica
22a 01d Hope Road,

Kingston 5,
August 10, 1977

Dear Member,
Notice is hereby given that the annual general meeting

of the Press Association of Jamaica will be held at Curphy Place,
Swallowfield, Kingston 5 on Sunday, August 28, beginning at 11

Aellle

AGENDA

l. Meeting called to order
2e Apologies for absence
34 Welcome by President

4y Minutes of annual general meeting held on
August 9,1976

5e Matters arising

6e Minutes of special general meeting
and matters arising

7¢ Secretary's annual report
8e Treasurer's annual reportse
9¢ President address

10, Election of Officers

lle. Any other business

12+ Adjournmente

a
&
)
o S TR
AN » T

Kén Chaplinl

Secretary



CONSTITUTION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN FEDERATION OF JOURMALISTS

CHAPTEE I
Art. 1 The Latin American Federation of Journalists is an organisation represcnt-

ing journalists in the region, created to fight for an authentic freedom of the press
in the service of the ‘popular majority' and in defence of its members against any
form of agression, repression or restrictions that may be imposed on them. It's
comprised of associations, unions, syndicates, "'colleges’ and other national
organisations of journalists united in the struggle for the defence of the best
interests of their countries. It alsc embraces journalists who are forced to go
into exile because of persecution from their governments for maintaining that stance

and includes those who approve the Constitution or those who are admitted late.

Art. 2 The most important objectives of the Latin American Federation of

Journalists are .....

(a) The defence of press freedom in the face of control, pressures or
influences from transnational and national financial groups and state restrictions
serving those interests; the struggle for free access to information and respect for
professional secrecy;
the defence of the right of democratic, anti-imperialist, nationalistic and those
journalists committed to the people to write in accordance with their conscience
and convictions, and to intervene in the orientation of the mass communication
media where they work; support for journalists who have become victims of persecution

or those who have been jailed for having acted, in the exervise of their professional

12, .,
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duties, in favour of freedom, democracy, justice or the independence of their countries.

In concrete examples of countries where the law suppresses freedom of expression,
the Federation will rely on clandestine means of communication operating under repressive
conditions for the very same cbjectives.

(b) The improvement of the working conditions of journalists, the protection
of their rights, the respect for professionalism above everything else, the upliftment of
their material conditions of life; and to contribute to the adequate 'formation’ for
future journalists.

(c) The defence of the right of the nation to be quickly told the truth, to =
denounce the manipulation of information on behalf of national and transnational economic
groups lording the mass media;
to stimulate the development or organs of information independent of those economic bodies;
to promote studies and investigations that will allow for a better knowledge of ways of
communication in Latin America and to collaborate with the institutions that are working
to this end:
and to search for bettéer, wider and more rapid flow of news among Latin America countrlcs onl
better knowledge in the rest of the world.

(d) To contribute to the strengthening of ties among the countries of Latin
America through free and honest information:; and similarly, and by the same methods, to
help with the maintenance of peace in the world. To establish and tighten bonds of
friendship with affiliate organisations that help to strengthen the common fight against
colonialism and neocolonialism.

i
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Art. 3 For the success of those aims and objectives, the Latin American

Federation of Journalists will co-ordinate the work of all its affiiiates, but will

respect the autonomy of each one.

CHAPTER 2
Art. 4 flational organisations of journalists from Latin Amcrican countries

that accept the declaration of principles and statues can join the Latin American
Federation of Journalists.

Paragraph 1 In those countries where there‘s more than one organisation interested

in joining, the Federation will make efforts to unify them and can provisionally

accept them, but they will have only one delegation in the Federation's Congresses.,
Paragraph 2 In those countries where, because of Government measures, there is no
national organisation, the Federation will accept individual members and certain rules
will beset for them. And if there's an orgesnisation that does not accept the
declaration of principles and bye-laws, it can be admitted to the organisation or
representative bodies. created by journalists in exile who are persecuted for defending

the same declaration of principles and bye-laws.

Art. 5. Membership in the Federation can cease by renunciation, suspension or
expulsion.
Art. 6 When giving up membership, the Executive Committee of the Federation

must be notified for presentation to the next Congress.

Art. 7 An organisation can be expelled for violating the declaration of principles
bye-laws, agreements and resolutions of the Congress. Expulsion can only be decided by

the Congress on the request of the Latin American Executive Committeec or “byiat léast

i



three member associations. The Executive Committce will notify the party one month

before the next Congress so that it can defend itself, if necessary.

Art. 5 When violation is not considered very serious, the Congress has the power

tc suspend an organisation.

CHAPTER 3

Art 9 The Federation is composed of
(a) The Congress
(b) Presidium

(b) The Executive Committec
(d) The Secretariat

Art 10 The Congress is the highest authority in the Federation. It will meet
every three years and will comprise delegations from national member organisations.
An extraordinary general meeting car be called on:the initiatives of the Executive

Committee or :on the request of fifty-one percent of its members.

Art. 11 The Congress has the power to
(a)  Approve the declaration of principles.
(b) Approve and modify the bye~laws and rules of the Federation.

(c) Dictate the general guidelines of the Federation for a set
period and to orientate the actions of member organisations.

(d) Elect the administrative bodies of the Federation.

Admit new members and to impose whatever limitations it seces
s N

(f) Approve or disapprove of what the administrative bodies may say.

(2) Approve or disapprove of the finances: establish the budget
and amount for each organisation.



(h)  Decide on the headquarters for the Secretariat
and the Congress.

(1)  Approve agreements and regulations.

Art. 12 The Executive Committee is the highest authority of the Federation between
Congresses. It will have a meeting twice during this period and of an extraordinary
nature on the request of fifty-one percent of its members. The Executive Committee
comprises the members of the presidency and the secretariaty and the presidents

and secretary generals of member organisations or those formally chosen by them.

Art. 13 Work of the Committee

(a) Look about the work of thc Secretariat, receive

information on its activities and take 2 decision on then.

(b) Approve the suspension of members

(c) Get information from the Seeretariat on new members and
plans for expulsion and bring the Congress up to date.
(d) Make preparations for the Federation's Congresses,
name the Organising Committee, fix and approve a
date, time, place and rules.
(e) Approve or disapprove of the information from the

Secretariat between Congress.

Art. 14 The Presidency is the directive organ of the Executive Committee and

election takes place every three years. It will meet at least twice a year or when

called to do so by the Secretariat or by fifty-one percent of its members. It

has a president, a first vice-president and seven vice-presidents from different

v,
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countries. The vice-presidents also have their respective ‘understudies’.

The members of the Presidium and the ‘und=rstudies’ are individually

elected by the Congress.

Art. 15 The Work of the Presidium

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Te direct the activites of the Federation in
acecordance with the declaration of principles,

the bye~laws, agreements and resolutions of the
Congress and the Exccutive Committee.

Orient the actions of member organisations in the
work agreed on by the Congress or the Executive
Committee.

Be always on the look-out for violations of freedonm of
the press, free access to information and examples of
persecution of journalists and their organisations.
Give information on its work together with the
Secretariat, before the Executive Committee and the
Congress.

Call a meeting of the Executive and fix a date, place

and subject.

Art. 16 The President has the authority of the Federation and is responsible

for the work of the Presidium.

Art. 17 The Secretariat is the organ of 'permanent direction' and is

responsible for carrying out the guidelines and resolutions of the Congress.

It's elected by

the Congress and comprises a Secretary General and four



w0 T

Secretaries nominally elected for three years, and coming from different countries

Art.

Art. 18.

19

Work of the Secretary General

(a)
(b)

(c)
(d)

Direct the general tasks of the Federation

Be on the look-out for the fulfilment of recommendations
made by the directive organs of the Federation.
Co~ordinate the work of the Secretariat.

It occupies the highest chair in the executive body

of the Federation.

Work of the Secretariat

(a)

(b)
(c)

(d)

Carry out the directions of the warious bodies in the
Federation.

Decide on the obligations and fole of each secretary.
Compile the necessary information, persecution of
journalists and their orpanisations.

Maintain permanent contact with member organisations.



DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES OF THE LATIN AMERICAN FEDERATION OF JOURNALISTS

( PAGE 1)

The Latin American Federation of Journalists, formed in Mexico City on the
7th of June, 1976, is a classicist body grouping together organisations of
journalists and of other workers in the field of communication on the Continent.

For the fulfilment of its aims and objectives, the following general
principles have been adopted ......

1. The Latin American Federation of Journalists is an anti-imperialist,
anti-colonialist, popular and democratic organisation which embraces revolutionary
methods in order to achieve its objectives.

24 It recognises the continental characteristics of the struggle of the various

nations against opression and maintains that only from that fight the great Latin

American fatherland will emerge.

3. It has a common cause with the popular, democratic and revolutionary
organisations in their struggle for political, social, economic and cultural
revindications of the countries of Latin America. Therefore, let us Latin
American journalists declare that we will always be united with the 'working~class’
press, the proletarian and revolutionary press, which will best reflect the interest

of cur countries.

4, It hoists up the banners for the liberation of the countries of Latin America
and narrows the gap im the fight against transnational corporations and the domination

of North American imperialism.

54 It's dnited with the nations and governments of our America, which in the
free exercise of their sovereign rights, defend their countries' resources against
any threat from the United States and other capitalist powers: it also allows us
to support other Third World countries which are struggling for the same objectives.

0. We reject any ideological penetration that is spread through the mass media

on behalf of the reactionary and pro-imperialist sectors in our countries.

7. We affirm our decision to fight for professional revindications that will

result ir “setter living and working conditions and also for the defence of our

professional and union rights.

Over...



Page 2 Declaration of Principles.

81 Its movements will be directed towards the path of unity for all members of the
working class, rural folk and the popular and revolutionary forces, and also all workers

in the field of communication, especially its own members.

9, Ours is the fundamental principle of international solidarity with the working
class.,
10. We see Freedom of the Press as the tight of our people to be truly informed

and to express opinions without restrictions other than those imposed by the same

interests in the country.

11. Consequently, we are fighting for a change of ownership of mass communication
in order to rescue them from the hands of the ruling clasg gerving imperialist interests

that are wielding their power over the countries of Latin America.

12. We declare that the journalist has a political and ideological responsibility by

nature of his profession, which influences the conscience of the masses, and there's

no' turning back’ in that responsibility which is the essence of his role in the society
13. We affirm that cultural and educational formation must be oriented towards a
critical, investigative and liberal mind; in order to assist in the nation's struggles;
therefore, our work must be geared towards the interest of the 'national majority'.

14 Ve declare ourselves anti-facists and we are opposed to all forms of terrorism

oppressing our people.

15 We seek to defend our rights and human dignity and we support those who favour
social changes within the specific ambits of each country.
16. Finally, the Latin American Federation of Journalists solemnly declares that

it's neither, nor will ever be; divorced from the interests of the countries in our

Continent.
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EXEEOTOVE Glonopody Tep RePeRTo5%

Over twe months ago the Press Association was requested by Minister D.K. Duncan and Arnold
Bertram to take action agzinst the Daily Gleaner for carrying misleading reports about them
in the column ' Listening Post', ;

A sub-committee under the chairmanship of Mr. Peter Abrahams was set up byfthe Executive
Committee to investigate the matter and to report back to the Executive of their findings.
On the basis of that report,the Executive, on behalf of the Association,would take the

2

appropriate action against the Gleaner.

What has happened since then? The sub-committee carried out some investigations and made

two attemptsat a meeting with the ministers and a representative from the Gleaner. The first
meeting fell through as one minister was out of the country, one was unavoidably absent

and the Gleaner refused to participate in the discussions. The Gleaner's reasoning is that
the complaint from the ministers should rightly be submitted to the Caribbean Press Council
and not to the Press Asscciation of Jamaica. They would therefore participate in no PAJ
initiated discussion on the matter.

The press Assocation communicated its dissatisfaction on their position to the Gleaner, asked
tehm to reconsider and invited them to yet another meeting. This meeting was held without
the Gleaner. Both ministers attended and the Gleaner once more put forward their original
position, refusing to deal with the Press Association. This was two weeks ago.

Between then and now the Chairman has submitted a report to the executive. The report however
does not have total agreement of the legal adviser. He is to submit his own report. The
executive is to meet next week to discuss these Teports and to decide on what steps to take.

############################################################################################

SuUBICRIPTIONS

2R
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By resolution at a special genecral meeting on November 28, 1976, the annual subscription
to the Press Association of Jamaica was increased from $3 to $5 with entrance fee being $2.

Members whose subscriptions have not been naid within 30 days after due date on July 1 each
year, shall be deemed and declared non financial.
SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE

The subscription of members of the Press Club has also been increased from $6.30 to $10
with entrance fee being $4.00 This subscription also becomes due on July 1, of each year.
However there is a grace period of 50 days.

Members of the Association are automatically members of the Press Club without any
additional subscription.

W-/\\—/"“‘

SUPPORT THE PRESS CLUB {
» W\QV—J‘

2y



WORKER PARTICIPATIoN Now! |

by PATRICIK SMYIKLE ~

Democratisation is essential if the media is
to play a meaningful role in the strugglgz%he
lot of the masses of the Jamaican people. If
the media is to reflect the aspirations of
the people and the realities within the
society, it must draw on the experience of
workers who are in day to day contact with
the people.
editors are
wisdom. The

broadened.

'0ffice bound' managers and chief
not the repositories of all
decision making base must be

Serious starts have already been made by most
of the media-houses to introduce worker
participation, as a means of broadening this

base of decision making.

The struggle for democratisation of the media
is most advanced at the JBC and API, two
institutions over which Government

has control. Both these institutions have
functioning staff associations or worker
participation committees which meet regularly
as a body, and with the general staff. Both
with the approval of the majority of the staff,
drafted and are now submitting to government,
proposals for greater worker involvemnt in the

policy making and day to day operations.

At Radio Jamaica, a committee has been elected
by the staff to draft worker participation

proposals. The committee has representatives
from all areas and departments of RJR and has

been meeting regularly.

At the Gleaner Company the unions are spear-

heading the drive toward democratisation and

the company's threat to lay off workers is
generating the unity for the workers to move

forward.

The Press Association represents a significant
section of the workers in all these organis-
ations - many of the very workers who are now
struggling for worker participation. The PAJ
cannot continue to play a passive role, but
must now become actively involved in assist-
ing and co-ordinating this very important
struggle.

At the same time media workers, whether they
are employed in the private or the public
media, must realise that democratisation is
not going to be handed to them. It is some-
thing they will have to continue struggling
for. No elite has ever handed over power
willingly and the tiny clique of capitalists
and bureaucrats who now own and control the

media will be no exception.

Workers will have to struggle to get govern-
ment to change the 'Company Law' which now
prevent the workers from sitting on boards.
They will have to struggle for representation
on the proposed National Media Council. They
will have to struggle against the tokenism
which some media managers will attempt to use

as a substitute for real democratisation.

Y - (conTd)
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How long or how hard a struggle it is will

depend on the unity and consciousness of the

workers in the media. Those who have been
selected to serve the workers as union
delegates must become part of the movement
and must seek to bring the paid trade union

representatives into the struggle.

Workers who grcrmembéTSVOf“tHé other
grgdnisations (like the PAJ) must bring
these organisations into the sfruggle and
ensure that they represent the interests

of the majority of workers.,

And finally, the workers in the different
media institutions must exchange views and
advice on tactics and strategy. The media
must belong to the people and it is only

through democratisation that this will be

. realised.

[ TF R AT AL 1
1

GuTe,

LY
»

western developed world, while
placing some emphasis on Caribbean
stories because of the Cana

connection.

At least two meetings dealing with

the issue of news flow took place
during the last month, at which Jamaic:
newsmen were present. The first was
an Alacode seminar in Trinidad,
attended by Granville Newell of RJR
and Harris Dias of the Gleaner on
behalffofythe PAJ.

was an international Broadcast News

The other meeting

Workshop, held last week in Cairo,

Egypt. JBC's Head of News, Consie

Walters represented the JBC.

Excerpts from reports out of these
two meetings are published overleaf.
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Colin Campbell of JBC News returned from Australia this month after attending a four

month television production course with the International Training Institute of

Australia. He says the trip ‘down under' was 'way out'! ‘He enjoyed it though and

has come back with a lot of ideas.

g ada i dd i as el

Fitzroy "Internash” Nation is off to Washington - not to another course but on vacation

this time.

Says he's going to the "White House" and all.

RARF AR AR AR

The KSAC has called for the Gleaner to be placed under the control of the workers.

The call has been supported by the PNP Youth orgaﬁ!safion.
A #RAFHFHAH AR R AR AR FRAAHHH

fhreé announcers have resigned from JCB, for different reasons. Beverly Cole, Lloyd

,Riéhardspn and John Wakel ing. Contrary to reports in a column of ill repute, ET is still

“at JBC,.alive and kicking.

HER AR R AA AR AR AR AR
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Working journalists, the public at large and the international community of
developing nations are all becoming increasingly conscious of the problems
caused by the control of the international news flow by the four major news

agencies based in the Western World.

The matter has been getting serious attention from as early as August last
year, when the summit meeting of Non-Aligned countries in Sri Lanka decided
to form a Third World Newspool, as a start to attacking the problem. At
this meeting the developing countries protested that the dominance of these
agencies (The Associated Press, Reuters, United PresS International and
Agence France-Presse) limited the fiow of information. and imposed western

values on most of what poor countries find out .about themselves.

The news pool is a method of swopping information between countries. There
is no single centre, and any of the membérs/ of the pocl can begin to operate
its own pool arrangements. Thus if.Jamaiea decided to start a pool, it
would send a selection of its copy to.all other member countries .and in
exchange receive material from<dthem. But there would have to be a basic

agreement first.

In the first instance, the ‘idea is not to replace the existing agencies,
but the logical step therefmom is the formation of the grouping'’s own

agency.

As can be expected,, thel Established western agencies have been very critical
of the idea, saying that it is a means to control what is written about
countries etc. It has almost been an hysteria, born out of a feeling that

their econonmic interest and viewpoint are threatened.

An interesting development here in Jamaica is that the Associatedl?ress, one
of the big agencies, has beer dropped by all news organisations including
the Gleaner, JBC, RJR and The Daily MNews. The reason has been in some

cases financial, but it is an interesting development nonetheless,

At the same time, several of the local news organisations have been using co
copy from Prensa Latina, the Latin American News Agency based in Cuba

(a Third World Country). The other source of international news still

being used is Reuter-Cana, which adequately represents the outlook of the

5 continued pg 4. column 2.
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..On the morning of May 27, 1@77, the Minister of Foreign Affairs for Trinidad and Tobago,
John Donaldson, officially opened.in Port-of-Spain, a weck-end Training Course on
Journalism and Development.

Taking part in the seminar were journalists from Jamaica, Curacao, Surimam, Guyana,
Barbaods, Colombia, England and Trinidad, It was sponsored by ALACODE.

ALACODE's full name is the Latin American Association of Development Journalists. It is
a non-profit private body based in Colombia and is integrated by National Chapters
bringing together professional journalists involved in the problems of social, political
and economic development of Latin America and the Caribbean countries.

Perhaps the most important Session was on Saturday May 29, when Rafael Santos Calderon,
Editor of the daily necwspaper, El Tiempce of Bogota, Colombia, presented a paper on the
flow of news in the world.

Calderon pointed out that the flow of news is virtually contrelled by the international
news agencies, AP, UPI, Reuters and AFP. "'In fact, the United‘States controi more than
65 percent of news flow in the world", Calderon said.

He said the various news agencies, films, photographs and comic books all pushing the views
and actions of the industrialised world entrappad the people of the Third World into a
system of accepting the way of the industrailised werld.

The news agencies, Calderon said, determined what wa$ news and what should be transmitted
throughout the world. To carry out this distortion, he said, they sometimes over-evaluated
facts which were not important. "They bimch up isolated facts and presented them as a
whole."

The Colombian editor said also that the international news agencies were sometimes silent
on matters of great impwortance to the Third World. For an example , he pointcéd out that these
agencies reported nothinglabeut the re-development of Vietnam after the war with Americ

He said that these agencies were interested only in the stereotype stories from the Third
World ... stories about matural ‘disaster, coups, and "revolutions'. But Calderon pointed ou
that we in the Third World 'shouid not forget that the actions of the international news
agencies were in concert with thosc of the trans-national corperations, and that the
agencies fully supported the trans-nationals in their exploitation of the Third World.

He spoke also about the dfiertia on the part of editors in the region. These editors, he said,
did not scek to publish news about the developments in our own countries. "By and large,
Calderon said, 'we have tcnded to ignore each other'. He made reference to lack of
publicity in the region for Surinam's independence last year, stating that only one newspaper
in Latin America had given the issue full treatment.

After Calderon's detailed and soul searching presentation, the seminar decided that we had
to look at ways to improve the flow of intra-regional information and cut down the imbalance
created by the agencies like PA, UPI and Reuters.

So on the last day of the seminar (Sunday May 29) we decided that for a start, we could
send each other news clippings on the very important developments in our countries. The
delegates would act as correspondent in providing this service. The first batch of
clippings will be sent to the ALACODE office in Bogota on June 15 for distribution to the
various countries involved. Another batch will be sent off on June 30 as the idea is to
send these clippings fortnightly. This way we hope to keep each other informed.

~y l&v‘%ﬁ

?ﬁﬁﬂdigfm <EE!Jr=tég g 4:§?<;,]E>

= i
6



e
*,

IR e jf ff? VA e VET‘{L e Pap—
ALEWNER LAYOFFES THEERT

fsu BEN BRODIE

Developments at the Gleaner Company - oldest and largest media house in Jamaica, serves
to expose two of the many myths that journalists have been living with throughout the ages.

Myth No. 1. Journalists are a 'special’ group of workers within the media and as such
must isclate themselves from other categories of workers in and outside
the media.

At press time the Gleaner Company Limited was still aiming at laying off 120 workers from
their operations. The Company's only stipulations so far is that the principle of 'last
come, first go' will be ohbserved. This might have come as a rude awakening to those
journalists who swallowed the myth and saw themselves as a group separate from the working
class in general,

Myth No. 2. Developments in the wider society are simply matters to be reported or
commented on by journalists. S

In other words Journalists have no part in the struggle of the Jamaican people. They must
remain aloof and 'objective.” The validity of the Gleaner's.claim that devaluation is

the main factor which has led to its decision to layoff workers has not been ascertained.
But the peint is that it has been advanced as the reason.

Again those who thought that devaluation and matters like these are 'not their business'
must have been shocked to find out how much their buisiness it is. The happenings at the
Gleaner Company must be of interest to all medis workers. The struggle by the workers
there to avert layoffs is the business of thewmedia workers and must be pursued with

as much vigor as a swing at the Press Club and as much seriousness as discussions on
democratisation in the media.

3FN RRODIF
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GLEANER “GRIFORCE PROTESTS EMITORIAL POLICY

The entire unionised workforce at the Gleaner have called on the Company's Board of
Directors to correct what they term the vindictive and unprofessional trend now evident
in the papers editorial policy.

In a letter to the Chairman of the Board, the workers, represented by the BITU, the UJAE
and UTSAP, said the current handling of editorial policy was the main cause of the
frequent attacks being directed at the newspaper and its workers. The workers also
pointed out that this adverse trend in editorial policy was reducing the credibility and
status of the newspaper in the society.

The workers have also written to the Prime Minister, asking for a clarification of the
Government's stand regarding the Gleaner work-body as distinct from the management .
The letter expressed concern at recent utterances by individuals within or close to
Government, and expressed the desire to open dialogue with government on the matter.
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The University of the West Indies is to offer a degree course in communications starting
in the 1977/78 academic year. It is expected that the first students in this programme
will graduate at the end of the 1978/79 academic year. 2

Plans for this course were disclosed recently by the Acting Director of the Cairbbean
Institute of Mass Communications, Dr. Everrod Hosein, in an interview with  PAJ News.

The degree programme is being offered by the Faculty of Arts and General Studies and

comprises three options. Students will be able to read for a bachelor degree in Communicatior
with Social Sciences, Communications with Language and Literature or Communications with
Social Sciences, Language and Literature.

In each option five communications courses are being offered with three of these being
compulsory. The ccurses are Communications Principles,® Introduction to Communication
Techniques, Communication and Seciety, Communication Analysis-and Planning, and Advanced
Communication Techniques.

It is expected that these new options will lead to/a review of the three year old Mass
Communications Programme now being offered by the Caribbean Institute of Mass Communications
at Mona. However, Dr. Hosein emphasised that this review would not change the admission
regulations which now facour people with communications experience including those who do
not have the normal entry requirements of the U.W.I. :

At the same time PAJ News understands. that persons who already hold the UWI Mass
Communications Diploma can apply for exemption from Use of fnglish and Communications
Principles, both first year courses. Somé graduates of the Institute of Mass Communications
who have entered the University to read for degrees in the Faculty of Arts and General
Studies or the Faculty of Social Science have applied for and obtained exemption from Use

of English. The thinking of the . University is that the course, Communications Skills,

which is now offered at the Institute, covers the subjects invelved in Use of English.

It is expected that the same thinking will apply with regard to Communications Skills

which is also offered‘at the Institute.

Meanwhile, the Faculty of Arts and General Studies is now examining proposals for a
Certificate Course in Communications to be offered through the Department of Extra Mural
Studies.  This course will be offered in the evenings and will be geared particularly
for persons working in communications organizations but who are not directly involved in
any communications work. For example a'secretary who wants to move from secretarial
duties into the editorial department of her workplace would be able to pursue this course.

Students will be able to complete the programme in one to four years depending on past
experience, qualifications and aptitude. j

Information on these developments can be obtained at the Institute of Mass Communications,
U.W.I. Mona. :
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Developments at the Gleaner Company - oldest and largest media house in Jamaica, serves
to expose two of the many myths that journalists have been living with throughout the ages.

Myth No. 1. Journalists are a 'special’ group of workers within the media and as such
must isolate themselves from other categories of workers in and outside
the media.

At press time the Gleaner Company Limited was still aiming at laying off 120 workers from
their operations. The Company's only stipulations so far is that the principle of 'last
come, first go' will be observed. This might have come as a rude awakening to those
journalists who swallowed the myth and saw themselves as a group separate from the working
class in general.

Myth No. 2. Developments in the wider society are simply matters to be reported or
commented on by journalists. b

In other words Journalists have no part in the struggle of the Jamaican people. They must
remain aloof and 'objective.” The validity of the Gleanex's.claim that devaluation is
the main factor which has led to its decision to layoff workers has not been ascertained.
But the point is that it has been advanced as the rcason.

Again those who thought that devaluation and matters like these are 'not their business'
must have been shocked to find out how much their business it is. The happenings at the
Gleaner Company must be of interest to all medim workers. The struggle by the workers
there to avert layoffs is the business of the.media workers and must be pursued with

as much vigor as a swing at the Press Club and as much seriousness as discussions on
democratisation in the media.
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GLEARER "GRIFORCE PROTESTS EMITCRIAL POLICY

The entire unionised workforce at the Gleaner have called on the Company's Board of
Directors to correct what they term the vindictive and unprofessional trend now evident
in the papers editorial policy.

In a letter to the Chairman of the Board, the workers, represented by the BITU, the UJAE
and UTSAP, said the current handling of editorial policy was the main cause of the
frequent attacks being directed at the newspaper and its workers. The workers also
pointed out that this adverse trend in editorial policy was reducing the credibility and
status of the newspaper in the society.

The workers have also written to the Prime Minister, asking for a clarification of the
Government's stand regarding the Gleaner work-body as distinct from the mmnagement.
The letter expressed concern at recent utterances by individuals within or close to
Government, and expressed the desire to open dialogue with government on the matter.
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ON THE TRUSTEES ISSUE.......

It was a mess from the beginning to have the funds of the Association reposed in the

hands of any two people for life. This is particularly true, as to my knowledge, it is

not in the constitution of the PAJ.
: Byron Henry .... JBC

"Most uhfor+uha+e. Must be sorted out as soon as humanly possible'l,
; Cala . Daily News

"It is a total disgrace. After so many years the present executive should have access
to. the money because there is a lot of improvements to be ‘done in the Press Association
- and they need cash. Something has to be done about the whole matter,™

o A Dafly News

| beleive in the present system where the Trustees are separate from the Exeuctive, as
long as the Trustees are available to give approval. The Frustees are only guardians
-.of the funds. You nced them for life to prevent fhe trouble of frequent changes in
names at the Bank when the executive changes each year. Yes, | believe all this
despite the fact that it is not in the constitution of the PAJ.

Emsley Pearson JBC

| don't agree with the principel.® It is totally wrong to have Trustees other than the
elected representatives. _
' Michael Ruddock JBC

Money sitting down doing nothing is being counter-productive, expecially when there is
.an acute need for training within the profession,'. i

JoFs Daily News

It is a*joke busiﬁess.:{ can't understand how an Association can have an executive
and. it can't touch the money of the association. Something must be donc about it
immediately,

L. M. Daily News

Not only should this money be used to benefit the Press Association members, It is
important that whatever resources we have be put to more productive use than merely
drawing interest in a hank - particularly in our present financial situation. Our
legal advisor will have to tell us how we can do +his.

S:M, Dai ly News

The Editor Sir,
I am forced to write about the price of drinks at the Press Club.

Just imagine, sixty cents for one tot of Appleton! | wouldn't even bother to scare
members by quoting the other prices. But Mr. Editor, if ordinary working journalists

are expected to relax at the Press Club, something has o be done about these drinks
prices. | am sure that at one time the prices at the Club were among the lowest in town.
Why the increase all of a sudden. If its an attempt to increase the Press Club revenue,
the, like the telephone tax it will have a counter-productive effact.

L e
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In a rap with PAJ members and other interested persons Zimbabwean Joseph Dube whn is the
Patriotic Front representative to the Caribbean said that two-thirds of the African lands
of Zimbabwe have now been liberated. He explained that the while settlers divided
Zimbabwe almost evenly with 45 miliion acres reserved for 270,000 whites and another

45 million reserved for Africans, coloured and Indians., Tt is two-thirds of this which
is now controlled by Zimbabwe freedom fighters. He was speaking during a PAJ Rap
Session at the Press Club early June.

Mr. Dube explained that his party, the Patriotic Front is made up of two former parties,
the Zimbabwe African Nationalist Union (ZANU) and the Zimbabwe African People's Union
(ZAPU) ,

ZAPU he said originated from the trade union mevement and was headed by Joshua Nkomo.
XANU on the other hand had no trade union roots. The first decision to unite came in

1971 after the British-Rhodesian proposals made by the Pearce Commission. At that time
all the leaders were in jail. It was then decided-to choose a leader who had no political
roots to explain the proposals to the people. OQut of this came the African Nationalist
Council (ANC) and Rev. Abel Muzorewa was chosen to do this. In a referendum the people
rejected the proposals but the ANC continued.

The leaders Nkomo, Sithole, Mugabe were released in 1974 and decided to form a political
alliance to work with the military alliance which had by then joined in armed struggle.

Mr. Dube's explanation came in answer to questions about the apparent disunity of the
liberation movement and possible leadership infighting once Zimbabwe is free.

The Patriotic Front is a socialist party fighting against colonialism, racism and
capitalism. It is made up of different people-based movements - trade unions, women's
youth and farmers. Representatives from these make up the People's Congress.

White people are included in the movement as he said they are not fighting a recialist
war. He said, however, because of the composition of the party it would be very hard for
whites to assume leadership though this is possible,

As different areas are freed, he said, the people are given political education while bein
trained in guerilla warfare.

Mr. Dube has ruled out any role for Americans in deciding Zimbabwe's future. Negotiatiens
can take place only through Britain and the Patriotic Front and not with the white
settler regime represented by Ian Smith. His party is asking Britain to negotiate

with the African people just as it did in other colonies when independence was being
discussed. As an interim measure, the party would accept a council of black

ministers under a British resident commissioner, before final black majority rule.

PRVERLY HAMILTON
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GO PLATETS GGLMITTEE COUDERIS " LISTECRG  POST!

The Executive Committee of the Press Association has accepted
the report of a special committee set up three meonths ago to investigate
complaints against the Daily Gleaner by the Minister of Natiomaml
Mobilisation, Dr, D.K,Duncan and the Minister of Informatiom and
Culture, Mr, Arnold Bettram,

The Association wishes to make a public condemngtion of
the Gleaner for the irresponsible brand of journalism shown in
the "Listening Post" artd#cle, While the Association riievyesm
in z " fights to preserve the right of any joutmalist or anymember
of the media to fearlessly ferret out and publish the truth,
it must disapprove of any situtation whetre the time-honoured
practice of proper checks to ascert: m facts before rushing
to print, is abandoned,

The Association calls on the Gleaner to take immediate
steps to deal with the anonymous author of "Listening Post" who
wrote the offending misleading article, and for the Gleaner to
ensure that a greater level of responsibi’ity is shown in what
it puts ouwt, While the.Association fights for the freedom of the
press, irresponsible action as shown by this issue, can only
make defence of the freedom of the press more difficult,

Indeed it puts the 7 cedulity of the profession at stake, Freedom
of the press demands a corresponding responsibility,

The Association regrets the Gleaner's refusal to partivipete
in the Committee's hearings, The Association cannot accept -
the Gleaner's stand that the Caribbean Press Council should 1
Bave dealt with this issue, The Association is not an affiliate
of the Council, and is therefore not bound, nor obliged to adhere
to its memorandum of Operations of Procedures,

The Association as that body representing a large section
of media workers strongly feels that it has the jurisdiction and
is compdtent to deal with all issues involving journalists, and
all matters affecting the media in Jamajca, and will continue
to do so,
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" PAJ Pres1dent Canute James says Jamaica is 'very, very far away" from achieving freedom of
the press and has identified a number of problems which will have to be dealt with before
the news media can reach this goal.

In a recent address to members of the Downtown Kingston Kiwanis Club he listed some of the
_problems as, the hl"h rate of illiteracy and subsequeﬁ*lpporance in the. society, the
commercial structure of the nmedia, limited training opportunities for journalists and the
laws within which the media has to operate.

He salﬁ there was no freedom of the press for that "significant section of the society" who
because of illiteracy '"cannot take part in what should be a free flow and exchange of
1deas”

"The med:a in Jamaica today is free only for those of us who possess the ability to com-
prehend what is written, read and heard," the PAJ PresidentsSaicdes""We cannot speak of frece
press when a significant section of the society is, through dgnorance, locked out from
exercising this freedom."

Dealing with the structure of the press, Mr. James said it was important for media nersonnel
and for the society at large to be aware of the direct or indirect effects that commercial
considerations could h?fe on media content,

He then spoke of the "limited progress" made by the Press Association in obtaining opportuniti
for hlgher training for journalists, charging that until quite recently, 'there was some
reluctancp on the part of media managers to.encourape the formal training of media workers.

This had led to a situation where those who had no first hand knowledge of the profession
were allowed to "direct the profegsional pperations of those who really know what they are
about." The professional was bedne freated as nothing more than a work = herse."

On the question of the laws governing the operations of the news media, the PAJ President
'said this "body of legislation ... at times deters the presentation of information."

He emphasised that he was talking about an "ideal" freedom of the press which could not be
achieved overnight, but said it was important that the profession and the society at large
bear these factors in mind. -
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TRINIDAD MEETING cont..FAOM Fage &

But, we plan to take it further in due course bv wrltlnﬁ and sending feature articles instead
of clippings. The seminar felt that feature articles would be more interpretive and give

a clearer picture of what was going on in a particular country. We are determined to lessen
our deppndence on -the internaticnal news agencies.

So the seminar ended with each delegatc feeling that we had taken an honest look at certain
issues which need to be dealt with and that we had made Start in the right direction. We
also found it most npleasing taht we had finally come together as caribbgan and Latin
American 30urna115ts to talk about some of the problems the region .is experiencing. Not

the least, we also set up personal contacts which are bound to prove useful in the future.

Cn behalf of Harris Dias of the Daily Gleaner, I would liké to thank ALACODE and the
Press Association of Jamaica for affording us the opportunity to attend what turned out

to be a very useful meeting of the minds of Caribbean and Latin American journalists.
‘W‘ y
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LAET MEETS =" TAMRICA MIsSING

The Executive Committee and Secretariat of the Latin American Federation
of Journalists, LAFJ, Held its first meeting this month, one year after

’ﬂthe organisation was founded.

ThL LAFJ, meeting was held in Mexice City, and was attended by represent-
atives from some twenty countries...'  The PAJ became a member of the
grouring after a controversial decision by the majority of the local
organisations members. However, we had no representative atthis latest
meeting. (Pleaszs see note below).

After the meeting the Secretariat issued a2 document, which re-affirmed the
grouping's commitment to promoting the interest of Latin American
journalists.

The Federationm also announced its agreement to pérticipate in the World
delebration of the 60th anniversary of the Socia¥ists Revolution in the
Soviet Union, and its suppeort for the holding of .the Eleventh Festival
of Youth and Students in Havana Cuba next yea¥.

According to reports from Prensa Latina the Federation also passed a
resolution ceondemning the repression suffered by thousands of journalists
in Latin America. It said professionals #vere being repressed in Chile,
Argentina, Uruguay, Haiti, Paraguey A Nieatagea, El1 Salvador and Brazil.

kit AR SRR ARG BRFFR BB BBERBLRRRS BB

WHY WE WERE NOT THERE

Jamaica was not represented at the first anniversary meeting of the Latin
American Federatiom of Journalists held in Mexico from June 6 - 10
because of a combinatdon of circumstances. Jamaica is a member of the
Federation.

Alr Jamaica infogmed PAJ's President, Canute James that a ticket in his
name had been received from Mexico City on June 4. The ticket stipulated
that James should travel to Mexico City omn June 6.

Canute reckoned that it was from the Federation, but he was unable to go
because pf other commitments,

George Lee was contacted and his name was substituted for James but Air
Jamaica had to get permission from Mexican travel agents to nmake the
chauge.

Meantime Ken eabled the Federation that President James could not make
the trip, but 2nd Vice President Lee would represent the PAJ.

The official letter of invitation addressed to James at the Press
Assoclation's address, 224 01d Hope Road was received on June 5.

George was =211 prepared to travel on June 6, but then there was a sudden
twist. The Travel Agency through which the switch had to be made was on
strike and nir Jhnaira could not inform then.

When cleargnnc cane on June 8 for Lee to Travel, it was too late, .and so
Jamaica was not represented. :

12 KEN CHAPLIN
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The present case under discussion by the :'ress
Asgociation, focusses on a number of important principles which
involve the whole wuestion of the freedom of‘thé*ﬁress. To com-
prehend the significance of these to the present it is necessary to
look at the past.

Zxcepnt for the odd gossip colummist in the entertain-
ment world, the practice of the anonymous "reporter" is dlmost unknown
in North America. 1In the case df gossip columnistsispseudonyme were
used as a means of hiding the identity of 4 pérsen, jusually a member
of the Social Register or similar elite grouping, WhOSBIaCudSS to the
cogsip and small talk of his group might,be jeopardised by exposure of
‘identity. Go° ip in this case was usuaklyynot malicious and was aimed -
”largely at a "cafe society" in-group. wlrhere are few today.

The anonymous writer is more a feature of the European
press, and ‘a very popular device in the press of the Uniited Kingdom.
The - codes of class and 'wosition, and the low social caste position
accorded to the scriveners of the press, made it unacceptable for a
"gentleman" within the/British social system to stoop to writing in the
columns of a newspaper. Learned treatises or comments in the letters col-
umns were boldly and vproudly signed, but reportage was the responsibility
of the lower class. The pseudonym became a standard device. :

In a Europe in which the divine right of kings was ac-
cepted as grounds for peevish violation of the rights of persons who
disagreed, the anonymitgﬁpolitical writer became a protective device.
But, even in Europe it was largely a device utilised for reasons very

similar to those outlined for Britain. It followed some recognizable

rules of taste and honesty.



Ethically., the privilege of anonymity carries witﬁ‘it
the responsibilit& of honesty. Columns of hard opinion, opposed in some
way to the status quo or proposing concepts of ideas of a violently op-
positionist nature, often demanded some protection against punitive ac+i0n
by political forces. To this day, in many paffs‘;f the world, anonymity
provides protection against even more violent action by governments which
violate or reject free expression in the press. In these cases, honesty
is not a consideration, but rather the hazards of expression of opinion
contrary to those acceptable by the authorities is what is makes anonymity
desirabhé.

When one is dealing with journalists who are assumed to
understand the principles of their profession and the rules, written and
unwritten, under which the privileges of their profession are exercised,
;acbeptance of factual reporting and ‘the honest statement of facts, the
matter of dishonest reporting or thepublication of oufright lies rarely
arises. The editorial process itself, with published information passing.
through various levels of trained perusal, protects the media fro% the
publication of matter which violates these basic criteria. with a'reporfer
there is the added threat of loss of employment, and where reported matter
exceeds the outer limits of taste and accuracy which the profession sets
for itself, there is recourse to the laws of libel.

Thus, the exeféise'of the privilege of anonymity must
carry the resvonsibility of honesty. Otherwise the press can descend
into the editorial sewer for its raw material, and the device of anonymity

becomes a cover from behind which malicious, false and damaging material

can be published for dishonest objectives.



However, in a press which serves specific interests,
p——

which may or may not be concerned with the welfare of the community but

more with the projection of the.ideas of some minority, the constraints
of honest reporting do not apply. The intention in this case is to use ™
~the medium as a weapon, and the publication of statements, inuendo, gossip
or outright lies is justified as a means which serves an end. Here we
'do not deal with a press which assumes the responsibilities which accord
it the special privileges claimed under the concept of the "freedom of the
press". This kind of press uses the freedom accorded to the press and sub:
verts those freedoms to suit other objectives. ~fhis/use of the press nox
only demeans the entire press, but removes the medium so doing from the |
proﬁections which those special privileges aeccord.
A truly free press should/oppose the use of the device

of anonymity as a fundamental principle. If the press is free then anony-
- mity is unnecessary, if anonymity is necessary then the press is not free.
It is as simple as that.

" In the particular case under consideration, the press
has obviously been used to publish outright lies. That the lies themselves
have been published is bad enough, but these lies have been published from
<'behind a screen of anonymity. And these lies and this anonymity have been
protected by the editorial management of the medium involved. This would
imﬁly that the publication of these lies was done with the approval and
knowledge of the editériai management and that their publication reflected
_some intention. Thatrinﬁention, considering the nature of the material
and its proven falsehocd, could only be malicious or mischievous.
l To any member of the press, or any body which proefesses
to stand for the principles upon which an honest press is based, this

practice can only demand the harshest censure. Any member of the press

guilty of such action should be barred for life from being a member of



ul
the organization standing for and protecting the principles which guard
the integrity of the press and govern ‘the ethics of those who work in

that field.

s

In the specific case of Listening Post and the false
- material published aimed at Hon. D.K. Durican and Hon.Arnold Bertram,
the Press Association should issue a public statement condemning the
 bublication of the material, disassociating the Association and its
members completely from the type of journalism that such publication
represents, and defining clearly the ethical grounds upon which it
condemns this action and the medium responsibles b

Further, the Association should.write directly to the l
'Editor of the Daily Gleaner setting out these matters and issue a press
‘rele;se giving the background and quoting the statement in its entirety.l
This release should be sent to all' media.

If the Gleaner does not publish this release, an advéftise-
‘ment. setting out the statement, /should be xmﬁizgiiﬁ in the Gleaner and
Daily News, and, subject to advice from our legal advisers, if refused,
legal means of forcing the Gleaner to publish the statement should be
sought.

AtT"the same time the Association should recommend to the
§omplainants that they take legal action for libel against the Gleaner,
its editor, and the columnist, and action forcing the Gleaner to reveal
the identity of the person who mrote the particular column.

| The issue at stake is a benchmark issue and one which can

add immeasurably to the stature of our Association and its membership. It
is therefore of critical importance that we pursue this matter until we
achieve complete exposure, and also should use the opportunity to enhance

- and expound the principles upon which a free press stands in relation to

the people it serves.
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And, while making these points the.Association might
take this opportunity of disassociating itself from the squalid, maliciou;j
and lying publications which are from time to time circulated in the commu-
nity ostensibly in the public interest. In a large number of cases, these
publications make distortion and inflammatory statement their entire content.
Tﬁéy represent the opnions, frequently, of little-known, irresoongible
organizations or groups. Such publications are cancerous growths on the
body of journalism. They represent a virulent source-of infection, and
it is into this body of journalism that the Daily-Gleaner places itself 5
‘when it descends to the level of 1iés, malicious gossip, or slanderous ]
“unfounded statement when seeking to discredit those which whom it finds
ifself in editorial disagreement. The slender protection sought that only |
the leading articles represent the, opinien of the paper should not be ac-
Cepted as valid, particularly when the paper's editorial responsibilityfis
claimed by an individual with 1ittlé honest journalist experience and whose
most wnotable involvement.in Jamaica for many years has been as a partisan‘
politician,

‘ The principles upon which the Association stand cannot
bé_divided. They cannot be applied against one section of the community and
not against others. Our standards, if they are to have any meaning, must
be applied with equal force and effect against all, otherwise they should

-

not claim the privilege of being used against any.

rpj
j; 2y P / / ,

.Fred wilmot,
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OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER
1 DEVON ROAD, -
P.O. BOX 272, ,
KINGSTON 6., JAMAICA
e May 13, 1977 .
Dear Sir, | S

In response to your request for information required —
by the Committee investigating the complaint from the
Hon. D.K. Duncan and the Hon. Arnold Bertram, I set out my
recollection of the conversation with Mr. Hector Wynter on the
specific subject:

"The day the article appeared in Listening Post, I
called Hector Wynter and complained that the allegations were,
in fact, lies. He asked me whether I was sure of this. I
said, yes.

I told him, however, that, as Editor of the paper
it was his responsibility to be sure that the allegations were
true rather than to question whether I was sure that they were -
lies. I said this was particularly the case where someone was
said to have acquired a house from someone else, given that the
rules governing transfer were such that any allegation about
acquisitions could be verified independently. He agreed that
this was so, adding that it would be an error of judgment on
the part of an editor if he published such allegations without
satisfying himself that the allegations were in fact founded.

I made the point that it was particularly significan*
in the specific instance because the effect of the article and
the clear intention of the article were to leave the impression
that Ministers Duncan and Bertram were betraying publicly
stated socialist positions by displaying acquisitive tendencies
that could not be reconciled with those positions. My recollection
was that he did not disagree with this proposition.

He promised to check the accuracy of the article
immediately because I made the point that since the allegations
could be verified independently of a statement by the Ministers
then it would be more appropriate for the Gleaner to correct
its error rather than to publish a statement from the Ministers
saying that the publication was an error.

P Tt e i WPRTRRE
Mr. Ken Chaplin :
Secretary
Press Association
c/o Agency for Public Information



Again, my recollection is that, he agreed with this
proposition, adding that if the article was in fact an error,
he would so publish.

On that basis, I recommended to Ministers Duncan
and Bertram that we withhold replying to the charges for 24 hours
to give the Gleaner an opportunity to correct the error on the

following day. There was no correcting publication the following
day. " ;

-

The above is my clearest recollection of the conversation
and it represents a fair and honest statement. it

Yours truly, &

)
A

é//////{ Ty .
7 (Cle (F
Claude Robinson ’ 4
Press Secretary to
the Prime Minister



MINISTRY OF NATIONAL MOBILISATION
AND HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
1 Devon Road, Kingston 10, Jamaica, W.1.

10th May,1977

Mr. Ken Chaplin,

Press Association of Jamaica,
22a 01d Hope Road,

Kingston 5.

Dear Mr. Chaplin,

I must express my apologies for the
delay in responding to your varied letters and requests.

I am willing to @ttend your meeting.
I am, however, requesting tha t the meeting should not

be convened on a Monday.as’ this is the day on which
the Cabinet meets.

Sincerely,
"4 L'\- . E'L'\
i}ﬁhifﬂt{L((
D.K. DunCan,
Minister of National Mobilisation §&

Human Resource Development

DKD/mh



The Gleaner Company

DIRECTORS:

Hon. L. E. ASHENHEIM, P.C., M.A_, (Chairman)
R. G. ASHENHEIM, M.A_, B.C.L., {Vice-Chairman)
E.W. ABRAHAMS, F.ALA., JP

COL. M. R. DECORDOVA,CB.E., J.P.
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Incorporated 1897

Limiten -

7 North Street XN
P.O. Box 40 ~
Kingston, Jamaica, W.I.

CABLES: GLEANER, JAMAICA
TELEPHONE 932-3400 (20 lines)

4th May, 1977

Mr, Ken Chaplin,

Recording Secretary to the

. Special Committee,

the Press Association of Jamaica,
22a 01d Hope Road,

Kingston 5,

Dear Mr. Chaplin,
Your letter of May 4 has Jjust been seen,

Thank you for sending the letter of March 30
from the Ministers which contrary to your letters did
not (and could not) refer to any publication in the
Gleaner of April 1.

I repeat our view that the proper place for
any follow=up. to this is with the Caribbean Press Council
which .has an established procedure for dealing with
complaints against the media,

With best wishes.

Yours sincerely,

H. L. Wynter °
Editor

The Dot vor The The Star The Week -t d Star The Jamaican Weekly Glioaner “Childr

Surndoy Gleaner



Ghe Gleaner Company Limited

i } Established 1834  Incorporated 1897

DIRECTORS:

Hon. L. E. ASHENHEIM, P.C_, M_.A_, (Chairman)
R. G. ASHENHEIM, M.A_, B.C.L., {Vice-Chairman)
E. W. ABRAHAMS, F.ALLLA., J.P.

COL. M. R. DECORDOVA, CB.E., J.P.

T.H. DONALDSON, C.D., J.P.

A, B. EWART, B.Sc., J.P.

M. W. FACEY

J. J. ISSA, B.Sc.

T. E. SEALY,C.B.E., J.P., D.LITT. ‘:HD;\.! i e‘NE E
0. F. CLARKE, B.Sc., (Econ.), A.C.A., (Mng. Dir. N
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7 North Street

P.O. Box 40

Kingston, Jamaoica, W.I.

: CABLES: GLEANER, JAMAICA
L e TELEPHONE 932-3400 (20 lines)

April 29, 1977

Mr. ten Chaplin,
seretary,
ess “05001et10n of Jamzica,

gston 5.

Dear tr. Chaplin,

Thank you for your letter of april 26. " As the
llinisters have sent us no details of @heir complaint to you,
save for statements made to the Irefs,(we shculd be grateful
1f you would send us copies of theim letter.

while we p11901 te yjquR ifterest in the welfare of
your members and the Fress, we would sugpest that any complaints
about the media, as opposedyto those ag ainst individual members
of your association shquld be submltiad to the Caribbean Ifess
“ Council which has an established procedure dealing with thecse
matters.

accordingly we are copying your letter and this reply
: to the Chairmen @ ™M@ Council, Hr. . Aubrey Fraser at thr
U.WeIe We englose§for your information & copy the Counci
procedure whicRy yow may wish to bring to the attention of those
who have complaine€d to you,

Yours sincerely,

Slopz 5L

Hector uynter,
kditor.

~ c.c. Mr. H. Aubrey Fraser

e
-

-The Daily Gleaner The Sundoy Gleaner The Star The Week-End Star The Jamaican Weekly Gleaner “‘Children’s Own'"




THE PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAMAICA

22a 01d Hope Road,
Kingston. :

May U4, 1977.

Mr. Hector Wynter, =
The Edltor, ‘

The Daily Gleaner,

7 North Street,

Kingston.

Dear Sir,

I am directed to acknowledpe the receipt of your letter of the

29th April, 1977 and enclosure and, as requested, I am pleased

to enclose a copy of the complaint brought jointly by the S
Honourable Dr. D.K. Duncan and the Honourable Arnold Bertram,
concerning certain allepations contained in the Daily Gleaner o
of the 28th March, 1977 and the 1st April, 1977 under the rubric
"Listening Post". -
The specilal oommittee appointed by the Press Assoclation of Jamaica
to Investipate this complaint is aware of the existence of the
Caribbean Press Council but wishes to explailn that the Association

1s neither an affiliate nor a member of the Council and consequently,
does not subscribe to the Council's procedure for dealing with
complaints against the media. Indeed, the committee has been in-
formed that because the Association wished to preserve its complete
independence and autonomy, it deélined affiliation.

I zm directed further to inform you that the terms of reference of
the speclal camittee are as follows:-

i. To investipate and report on statements
published in the column 'Listenine Post! which
appeared in the Daily Gleaner on March, 28
1977 and April 1, 1977 which was referred to
the Assoclation in a letter of complaint dated
March 308, 1977 from the Honourable Dr. D.K.
Duncan Minister of National Mobilisation and
the Honourable Arnold Bertram, Minister of
Culture and Information.

i1. To ascertaln if the statements are factual or
incorrect and to find out what are the facts.

111. To determine whether the reports adhered to
the principles of fair and factual reporting.

In these circumstances the committee apaln invites vou, in your
capacity of Editor of the Dailv Gleaner to attend its next meeting
on Tuesday, 10th May, at 5.00 P.M, at the Press Club, 224 ,.,01d

Hope Road, Kingston, to discuss the complaints. Both Ministers

of Government have indicated that this meeting, unlike the last,

are convenlently timed for them and have undertaken to be present.
Should you not feel able to accept this invitation (as Implied by

the second paragraph of your letter) or, if the time is inconvenient,
please be pood enouph so to indicate as the committee is anxious

to complete 1ts deliberations at the earliest possible date.

Yours falthfully,

g j,g;ﬁs )

7 / i Ao N

Aol (Ef’/ [ )
Ken Chaplin, & —

(Recording Secretary to the Snecial Committee)
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MINUTES OF o 5 N o =

The third meeting of +the Special Committee

appointed +to enguire © into the complaint againgt

the Daily Gleaner by Ministers DX, Duncen and Arnold
Bertranm was held on‘May 104 3 Sthe Press Clup,

Present were o lessrs., Peter Ehrﬁhﬁﬂn, Roy

Reynolds and Ken Chanlin, recording secretary,

The Secretary read a letger from Mr,
Hegctor Uynter relterabvnv that the Caribbean Press

Council s Nhe proper place +o deal with such

complainted

The Committee, however, decided to proceed -

e

with the onqulsz under the terms of reference 1aig
dovm by the Executive Committee,

The first complainant calieq was Hon.
Arnola Bertrem, Minis ster of Culture ang Infornation,
All letters relating +to  the complaint were rend

to hlm.

The Chairmsn, 1, Abrahams put to



; &

' Mr. Bertram the suggestion by Mr. Wynter that the mat%%f_
be referred +to +to Caribbean Press Council.

Mr. Bertram said that he felt the Press Ascodiation
of Jamsica 1is +Tthe proper organisatipnrlto which the comnlaiﬁf
should be made in the firét place., He emphaéised that $§£ /iéi
wished thé Association to deal with the. matter.

He then made the following statements

“T have never 8cquired nor conbemplate to

acquire nor to move into L.C. McKenzie's Cherry Gardens
residence.. T have mno intention of removing from 47 University

Crescent, & three=bedroom house whieh §I purchdsed from

lr. 0.K. Melhado (Not from Mr. Jim ILim)* for $40,000.
T own no other property of eny kind== farm
or house.
T feed \hat Ythe article is damaging to , ny
integrity and that' “afiwas trying - to make out that the way
% X LY ig nol\ IMNkeeping with my political principles. Thel
article questions /my integrity as a Democratic Socialist and
my sincerity as .2 man."
Vr. Bertram said he would make the following

information available to the cormittee: The date on which

he purchased the University Crescent house, volume and
' folio number of the title.
) Dr. D.K. Dancan, the other complainant)vﬂas
— then calleds ir. Abrahams put to him lr. Vynter's

A

suggestion that the matter be referred to the Caribbean
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Press Council.

Dr. Duncan said he still felt +that the issue
was within the jurisdiction of +the Press Associstion of
Jansica,

He then made +the following statementd

"The only  house I ovnm is at DNo. 1l
Rollins Avenue, Bridgenort which I purchazséd din 1975
for $19,000.. I still 1live at +this house.fTM™o+

contemplate selling +this house nor do I “eontemplate removing

to another house..

I jointly\ own, »an office building
in Brovn's Towne. I own no other real rxRak¥ex ecstate,
I have snever reproved Ifinister Bertram

Tor urchasing any house. In factt I helped +o remove Nr,

o

Bertram from MNoun%ain Terrace where he was living +to
his UniversityqCreseent house. MNr. Bertram removed from
Tountain Terrace bDeé€ause his family ©became larger =and he
needed a three=bedroom house.
. I feel that the article was calculated

to assasinate my character. It is my view that the Association

is best body +to impose some. sort of professional sanction
for +this wnfeir, personal attack on me.

I .do not believe +thot economic sanction

is the most punitive,

h Br. Duncen promised to forward to the
onmittee the followine information® Dat £

( ; 12 ] ving a2 - Date of nurchaece of hie 1

) 3 L purchase nis h

11 Bridgeport, volume ang folio nuymy o s

er of title. e



SPUCIAL INVESTIGATION COMITTER:
MINUTES OF MERETING HELD MAY 2, 1977

The second meeding of +the opecial Committee
investicating into complaints: against the Daily Gleancer:
by Minister Dr. D.X. Duncan and MNMinister Arnold Bertram

was held at the Press Club on May 2, 1977:

Present were Ilessrs. Poter dApraheams, Fred

Wilmot, Barl Witter and Ken Chaplin, pecording secretary;
The Secretary read Wletters to Mr. Hector
Wynter, Editor of the Daily'Gleﬁner and Ilinisters Duncam
and Bertram inviting +themto & meeting of +the Committee
on Maj 291977,
' The, reply’ by lr. Wynter suggesting that
the complaint abe submitted to +the Caribbean Press.

Council;>was vedd by the Secretary;

The BSecretary also informed the meeting
that both Ié8srs. Duncen and Bertrem had said they
were willing +to appear before the Committee but that
Monday was inconvenient _ that beinz +the dﬁ?@ when

Cabinet RNy meets;
The meeting exprecsed complete
disagreement with the position taken by the Bditor of
the Gleaner.
The Committee wes of +the view that

the Press Association is not g nmember of +the Caribbean



: P ( 2 ) fim,
Press Council and was not prepared at this stage to
surrender its goseswmLyr: sovereignty +to am extra=territorisl
authority, ot

The meeting agreed +that Iir. dynter should be

written to %his effect and‘.invited once “more. to meet
the Committee on Tuesday, May 10 at 5 p.m.

The Secretary was requested +o contact Messrs.,
Bertram and Duncan and dinvite them to HHE _meeting on :
Uay 10,

The TFred Wilmot said hef had not yet prepored

the document regarding the anonymity . of columicts.



22 a 0l1d Hope Road,
Kingston 5,
April 26, 1977.

Mr. Hector Wynter,
Editor,

Daily Gleaner,
North Street,
Kingston.

Dear Mr. Wynter,

The Press Assoclation of Jamalca has reéeived a
complaint from the Hon. D. K. Duneans, Minister of Matlonal
Mobllisation and Hon. Arnold Bertfram, Minister of Culture
and Information concerning cértailn statements published
in the Daily (Gleaner on Mareh 28, 1977 and April 1, 1977.

The Executive Committee has set up a special committee
to iInvestigate the matter.,

Special
The Lommittee 1s Invitlng you in your capaclty as

Editor of the Dailly Gleaner to a meeting at the Press Club,
22a 01d Hope Road, on Monday, May 2, 1977 at 5 p.m to discuss
the matter.

Both Ministers have also been invited to the meeting.

Yours sincerely,

/ /
haplin
Hon Secretary,

(Recording Secretaryv to the
Special Committee).



Honourable Arnold B
Minister of Culture
1 Devon Road,
Kingston.

Dear Mr, Bertram,

The Executi

The 8pecial
at the Press Club,
to discuss the matt

Mr. Hector
Invited to the meet

22a 014 Hope Road,
Kingston,
April 26, 1977.

ertram,
and Information,

ve Committee of the Press Association

1 committee to investipate the complaint
nst the Daily Gleaner concerning the

aln statements in the column, "Listening

Committee is inviting you to a meeting
22a O¥d Hope Road, on Monday May 2, 1977 at
er. .
Wynter of the Dally Gleaner, has also
ing.

Yours sincerely,

’/3\
en Chaplin,

Hon. Secretary.

-

]
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9PRCTAL INVESTIGATION C QIMTITTER

NINUTES OF IEETTNG LD ONAPRIL 25 , 1977

FIRST MEETING OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE PRESS ASSOCIATION

OF JAMAICA TO  INVESTIGATE A COMPLAINT BY THE HON.

D.K. DUNCAN, MINISTER @F NATIONAL MOBILIZATION AND

HON. ARNOLD BERTRAM, MINISTER OF CULTURE AND INFORMATION
AGAINST THE CONTENTS OF THE GLEANER COLUMN, "LISTENING

POST" ON MNARCH 28 AND APRIL 1, 1977y APz N f[’

FOLEL Dy e Bmtlen, wapai (25

PRESENT WER#:

PETER ABRAHAMS
ROY REYNOLDS

EARL WITTER

and

FRED WILMOT

MR. BETER ABRAHAMS WAS ELECTED CHAIRMAN;

THE RECORDING SECRETARY, MR. KEN CHAPLIN: READ THE
LETTER OF COMPLAINT FROM MESSRS., BERTRAM  AND DUNCANQ

THE MEETING DELEGATED MR. WITTER TO ESTABLISH

THE LEBAL OWNERSHIP OF THE PREMISES CONCERNEDe

/.
IT WAS ALSO AGREED THAT Mﬁgg;s; WYNTER (AS EDITOR

OF THE GLEANER) AND MESSRS. BERTRAM AND DUNCAN SHOULD

BE INVITED TO MEET THE COMMITTEE ON MONDAY, MAY

DISCUSS THE MATTER, BEARING IN MIND THAT TIME IS OF THE

ESSENSE.

MR, WILMOT THSESt VOLUNTEERED TO PREPARE A DOCUMENT

FOR CONSIDERATION OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE WHOLE QUESTION

OF ANONYMITY OF EEMEN. COLUMNISTSa
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Draft Findings & Recommendations of PAJ Special
Committee to Investigate Complaints by D.K. Duncen
end Arnold Bertram Against Gleaner Column 'listening
Post' of March 28th & April l1lst, 1977

HISTORY OF EVERTS

Begin by setting out details leading up to the appointing of
the Special Committee, i.e the letter of complagnt from the

two Ministers; the contents of the columns compleined about;
PAJ Executive Committee decision %o appoint investigating
committee. In all instances fill in dates. List a2ll those
invited to serve, including Miss Lee who declined.

Set out in full terms of refernce of Committee

List numberof sittings, with detes, of Committee., Indicate
here that very first decision of Committee Xm was to invite
the Editor of the Gleaner and the two Ministers to meet the
Committee. Letter dste April 26th addressed to Mr. Wynter
should be published in full, and it sho@ld be made clear that
gimilar letters went to the two Ministers

Both Ministers agreed to meet with Cemmittee, 2sking for a date
that would not conflict with Mondey# Cabinet meetings. Nr.
Wynter wrote back suggesting that the Ministers' complaint
should be submitted to the Caribbesn Press Council, Here

insert the first letter to lr. Viynter, his reply, the Committde®:
second letter to him and hiw reply. Suggest lhe Caribbean Press
Council Memo does not form part of our document but is mentioned
in passing since Wynter mefers to it.

On May 10, 1977, the Honourﬁale Arnold Bertram, Minister of
Culture & Information appeared before the Committee., ¥r. Bertram
was informed ef\the suggestion in Mr. Wynter's letter that his
complaint be referred to the Caribbean Press Council, ¥r,
Bertrem said it wes his view that the Press Association of
Jamaica ig The proper orgesnisetion to which his complaint should
be made “eandwhe wished the Association to deal with the matter.
¥r., Bertram was tien questioned on the substance of hés
complaint. He denied categorically that he had "acquired MNr.
L.C. McKenzie's Cherry Gerdens mansion"as alleged by the
listening Post item of the Gleaner dated March 28, 1977. He
further categorically denied the allegetion contained in the
seme item that "he was reproved in no uncertain fashion by

"his colleague Dr., D.K. Duncan on the ground that their capitali§

enemies would point to it as evidence of high living incompatibl
with the socielist life-style", lMembers of the Committee later
and separately questioned Dr., D.K. Duncan on the specific point
of having allegedly 'reproved' his collesgue. Dr, Duncan branded
the allegation as totally false., lr. Bertram further informed
the Committee that the only property he owned was the three-
bedroom house 8t 47 University Crescent, in which he and his
family lives, and which he bought from lr. O.K.Melhado for
$40,000. A subsequent Listening Post™h the April 1, 1977 isgfue
of the Glesner, purporting to correct the earlier item of March
28th, merely compounds the matter by stating that Dr. Duneen's
'reproving' of kr. Bertram took place two yesrs eerl¥rthen

a;lefgd in the March 28 item when 'Mr. Bertram acquired WNr,
Jim Lim's (not Mr. McKenzie's) former home ot University




no

Crescent. DUir. Betrem insists thet there had been no reproof of

eny kind in connection with his acquiring of a home; there wss

no ‘reproof' as originslly alleged in the March 28th item, and
there was no 'reppopof' two years earlier &s alleged in.ggg,supposed
correction in the April lst item. Indeed, the April lst“perpetrates
another felsehood by allegiéng that NMr. Betram ecquired xkm his

home at University Crescent from kr. Jim Lim; the fact is that he
bought it from Mr. O0.K. Kelhado,a2 colleague with whom he works,
During the guestioning it came out that the P.M.'s Press Secretasy
haed communiceted with the Gleaner editor about theee complaints,

5., Later on May 10, 1977, the Honourbele Ir. D.K. Duncan, Minister
of Mobilisation appeered before the Committee. He too was informed
of lr. Wynter's suggestion that the compleint be referred to the
Caribbean Press Council., Dr. Duncen's view weas thet this wes a
straightforwerd Jamaican matter which wes capable of resolution

by the Press Associstion of Jamaica without any reference to any
external authority and he therefore wented the Press Association

to investigate &nd pronounce on the complaints mede to it by MNr.
Betram 2nd himself. Under questioning Dres Duncen denied the allegat-
ion contained in the lListening Post item of the Glesner of March
28 that his house at Bridgeport wes up for szle and thet he was
moving up to Eilly Dunn, He elso repudisted 2s mischievous the
suggestion contained in the Listening Post item of the Glesner

of April lst that: "D.K. has not yet moved to Billy Dunm. Apparently
there have been no satisfactory responses yet to the ad offering
his Bridgeport house for sale%s Ur. Duncan provider the Committee
with coppies of his decleretion of essets,

5. On the besis of the information from the two compleining
Ministers the Committee &sked for and received 2 statement from

Mr. Clesude Robinsony Press Secretary to the Prime Minister, on his
telephone conversation on the matter with the Editor of the Glesner.
#e set out Mr. Robinson's statement in its entirety...

SEREXNXXBXI
FINDINGS

€.2)Since the editor of the Glesner has, indirectly end by inference,
?uestioned the competence of the Press Association of Jamaica

end therefore any coumittee appointed by it) to investigate end
report on the compleaints made to it by Ministers Duncan and Bertream, -
this Committee wishes to put on record the fact that there is /
precedent for such &n investigetion by the Press Association of
Jameica. During the tenure of Mr. Clifton Neita as President of

the Press Association of Jemaica Nr. V.B. Grent, then Attorney-
Generel of Jsmeice, in 1970 compieined to the Executive of the

Press Association of Jeamaice on some matter published in the

Gleaner, The Executive of the day thereupon set up & committee to
investigate the matter. Ple=zse see Minutes of the meeting of the
Executive of the Press Association of Jamaice deted Jenuery 5 1970,

b) _The Press Associlation of Jamaice is not an effiliate of the
Caribbeen Press Council and is therefore not bound by, nor obliged
to adhere to, ite NMemorandum of Operations and Procedures.

¢) It is the view of the Committee thet es the universally recognisec
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long established, and time-honoured organisation of professional
Journalists in Jamaica the Press Association of Jamaica mu%§h§§30h
compromise its sovereign right to sct as the primsry forum

Jamaican citizens can make their compleints if and when they feel
unfairly dealt with by any section of the Jamaican news media,

The high principle of sovereignty is involved here and the Committee
urges most strongly thet the Executive underscores that principle

in sny public comment it ehooses to meke on this perticulast espect
of the matter,

7) On the substence of the complaints of the two Ministers the
Committee finds as follows:

a) The Listening Post allegation of Karch 28 that Mr,
Arnold Bertram hsd scquired Mr. L.C. McKenzie's

Cherry Gardens massson is togal}y folse.

b) The s2llegation in the same~item that Dr. Duncan had
reprémended Nr., Betrtemm over the acquisition
is totally false

¢) The sllegeation in the second peragraph of the same
Listening Post item that Dr. Duncan was sellipg
his ﬁriﬁé@port house. f&nd moving up to Billy Dunn
is totelly faise.

d) The aspparent% cerrections printed in pasragraplg three

of the Listening Post column of April ls%%nly

compound® the falsehoods listed above l.e

i) Dr. ‘Duncen reprimanded his colleague two yeers earlier,
This is fakse.

ii) It wes Mr. Lim's, not Mr. McKenzie's house, that Nr,
Bertram bought. This, too, is false,

iii) ‘Dr. Duncan had not yet moved to Billy Bunn because
he had not yet sold his Bridgeport house.
This, too, is false.& misleading,

8) the facts, as ascertained by the Committee, are set out in the
section above headed history of events and by the documents provided
by the two Ministers setting out the details of their holdings,

ew well as by the statement made by the Press Secretary to the

Prime Minister. On the basis of these facts it is the finding of
this Committee that:

The stedements and allegations made 2bout Mr Arncld
Bertram and DIr. D.K, Duncan in paragraphs one and tweo
of the Gleaner column Listening Post dested March 28,
and paragrasph 3 of the Glesner column Listening Post
of April 1st, 1977, do not adhere to the principles
of fair and factual reporting,

RECOMMENDATIONS

9. In their appeerences before the Committee both of the Minister
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mede” it cleer thet they regarded the published matter about which
they compleined as politically moti?%ﬂ attempts to damage their publit
reputations as politicians and sociblists of integrity. It would
heve been extremely helpful if yourCommittee hed been able to ask
questions of the author or authors of this column on this particihlear
sspect of the matter. But there was no way we could do this as the
Editor of the Gleener chose not to co-operate end the anonymity of
the suthor or authors was buried so deep or wes so difuse "that we
could not get at it. We therefore recommend that the Executive of
the Press Association work out some formula whereby it becomes
possible, if and when compleints of fectd and of substence are made
against gnonymdus contributors, for any investigating committee to
be- able to interview such contributors in secrecy snd with an under-
taking not to meke public their identity. Aé things now stand,
anong@ity cen be and has been used #s 2 kind shield from behind
which some gross acts of jcurnalistic irresporsibliiyy pExpEira iR
heve been foisted on the society. The substanee of the two Ministers'
compleint is & case in point. And this can only demage our profession
irreparably if it is not broughtﬁsome sort of control within the
Eggfession. One of the great concerns is that:%hé'ai!E§==§ip&eaien
‘ancngmous contributors -~ allegedly all meles hiding behind
femini - are really political operatives for whom the often herd
grind %f first checking facts from every possible angle before
resenting them, and then presenting them as fairly as possible, are
umxmzrmsubordins te{the playing ©of the political power game.
And this can be as great a threat and danger to press freedom 28 any
threat from any government, One of the ways to safeguard against
this is to remove the smokescreen of anonymity and xakzxzzeh let the
people know who are the professionsl journalists and who the
political operetives using the media, Where the press is really free
the need for anonymityty is minimal., The press is free in Jamaica,
The professional journalists here are prepared to put their names
to what they wridte d what they say. Ye therefore urge that in
addition to workinsﬂ ome way of meking anonymous contributors at
leest snswerable to the Press Association in cesel of complainis .¢
substance, the Asspciation also adopts & clearcut stand against
anongmity din gemerel, and against anondmity Pn particular when it
is ubed as a shield from behind which personal attacks and attempts
at character &ssamsination are launched.

Finally, we urge the speeding up of the long overdue bringing into
force of the registration ¢f professional journalists and the
standerds andkonditions for such registration. Until this is done

our professioh will go on facing the dangers of being used and abused
by political operstives hiding behind the smbkescreen of anonymity.



1. By letter dated March 30, 1977 (Attached hereto as Appendix 1)

two Ministers of Government, the HON D.K. DUNCAN and the
HON. ARNOLD BERTRAM,’jointly complained to the PRESS ASSOCIATION
OF JAMAICA abéut certain aliegations made against them in the
column 'LISTENING POST' published in the March 28, 1977 issue of
the DAILY GLEANER (Attached sGMssame=e hereto as Appendix 2).
They asked the ASSOCIATION to investigate these allegations.

2. On April 19, 1977 the Executive Committee of the CuramERlee 622946£h4aé~

appointed » special Committee comprising Mrs. Sylvia Lee, Messrs.

N .
Fred Wilmot, Peter Abrahams, Roy Reynolds and Earl wpitterAVV4h
A= U et s .

Mr. Ken Chaplin
wfd Q%:Ahﬁﬂ i
whowxe

_ Secretary to the Committee
erms ofyﬂ.eference'_m (-S'é/w 604.1,-4‘)

J

Mrs. Lei)apparently apprehending a conflict of interest, declina{
to serve on the special Committee.
In order tb make clear that the Committee think<it is of no
consequence, we observe in passing that although paragraph (i)
of the Terms of Reference relates to publications on March 28 and
April 1, the letter of complaint was concerned only with the former.
The lgqtter is attached hereto as Appendix 3.
‘ v
3. It is convenient[fo analyse the material portions of Appendices

2 and 3.
Appendix 2 asserts:

(a) Mr. L.C. McKenzie ownes a mansion in Cherry Gardens

(b) Mr. Bertram acquired it.

(¢) For doing so Mr. Bertram was harshly rebuked by

Dr. Duncan on grounds idewlogical.

(d) Some months before March, 1977 a doctor advertised

for sale a house in Edgewater,St. Catherine

(e) The house advertised wass actually situsted in
Bridgeport and is owned by DR. DUNCAN.
(f) Dr. Duncan was "moving up" to BILLY DUNN, ST. ANDREW,

and
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(g) By resson of tlhe foregoing, it is »ossible

Dr. Duncan had "changed his mind about ﬁ%
sociqlist life style or about the merits of

Wl

certain kinds of criticism.

. ué enfed toineidip
Appendix 3 which : to be » eewsstien of Appendix 2 stated:

(a) Dr. Duncan's alleged reproof of Mr. Bertram

was delivered two years prior to April 1.
(b) The rebuke wnas occasioned by Mr. Bertram's

purchase of Mr. Jim Lim's (not Mr, L.C. McKenzies's)

"former home" in the University Crescent, St. Andrew.
(e) Mr. Bertrrm moved to University Crescent from his
Mountain View Avenuc 6bop house.
(d) Dr. Duncan was stil! moving to Billy Dunn

(e) There appeared to have been "no satisfactory res-

ponses yet to his ad offering his DBridgeport house

for sale'.
The Committee held four sittings, -1l at the Press Club. At the

first sitting, Mr. Abrahams was elected Chairman of the Committee.

By letters dated April 26, 1977 Attached hereto as Appendix & (a),

(b) & (c) the Committee invited the two Ministers ~nd
Mr. Hector Wynter, in his capacity of Editor of the DAILY GLEANER,

to » =sitting on Mpy 2, to discuss the complaints.
By letter dated April 29, 1977, (Attached hereto as Appendix 5)
Mr. Wynter requested a» copy of the Ministers' complaint at the

Lt oppesed
samelsuggesting that "complaints against the median ~s ggEel to

those against individual members of your Association should be

submitted to the CARIDBBEAN PRESS COUNCIL which heas =2n established

4
procedure (for) dealing with these Matters. .

At all events, no evidence was taken »t this sitting as
Mr. Wynter did not appenr and the Ministers were variously off
the island and engaged in CABINET.

Another meeting was scheduled for }May 10. The Committee replied

to Appendix 5 by letter dnted May 4, indicating its intentioug.to

proceed with the enquiry and again inviting Mr. Wynter to attend,
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if the time was convenient, =nd to sary so, if it wrs not. On the

same day Mr. Wynter replied (Appendix 7) repeating the view that

"the proper place for any follow-un to the complaint) is with the
CARIDBBEAN PRESS COUNCIL 4evuswweeoen.t
Both Ministers ~ttended upon the Committee on May 10 and were

separately interviewed. Both were informed of Mr. Wynter's &

suggestion of a reference to the CARIBBEAN PRESS COUNCIL and

both insisted that they wished the Press Associntion of Jamnica

to deal with the complaint.

Mr. Bertresm denied that he had ever acquired or intended to acquire

any mansion in Cherry Gardens owned by Mr. McKenzie. As » consequence,

he had never been rebuked by Dr. Duncan. In January 1976 he had

moved from a house in Mountain Terrace to another »t University

Crescent, Kingston 6, which premiscs he hpd purchased from

Mr. C.X. Melhado. He felt that the relevent article damaged his
integrity by trying to make out thnt his life style did not conform
with his prefessed political principles.

Dr. Duncar told the Committee that the only house he owned was

situated 2t 19, Rollin{ Avenue, Bridgeport, Saint Catherine which

he purchased in 1975 for $J19,00.00. He hrd never advertised this
house for sale and had mo intention of doing so. Ile had no

plans for moving te Billy Dunn. Fsr from reproving Mr. Bertram

over the acquisition of any house)he had actuslly assisted him in

the removal from Mountain Terrace to University Crescent. Ilie

~suggested that Mr. Bertram had moved to University Crescent because

M £

his family had growq{phd he now renuired a three-bedroom house.
The Committee subsequently requested »nd obtained from

Mr. Claude Robinson, the Press Secretnry to the Prime Ministcr,a

pPr A 6,0

statement regarding a[conversétion he had with Mr. Wynter on the

day of the first publication. In » letter dated May 13 (Attached
hereto as Appendix 8) Mr. Robinson submitted the statement.
‘ w
- N
According to Mr. Robinson he told Mr. Wynter $The effect of the

article and the clear intention of the article were to le~ve the

impression that Ministers Duncan and Bertram were betraying

publicly stated socialist positions by displaying acquisitive
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8
tendencies that could not be reconciled with those positio
In addition,the Committee conducted certain searches in the

Title<Office.

It is clejr that the Committee would have profited from the

opportunity of interviewing Mr. Wyrter./ The basis of his

suggestion that the matter be refered to the CARIBBEAN PRES

COUNCIL (i.e. that that body has an established procedure f

e e 3 /:,- re i il /l“"" 7 B
: ; . . ; i 0 oo
dealing with complaints against the medin) /is sburious. So

the distinction he vailly sought to erect between the medin

media personnel. Indeed, #n »t lenst one occassion previou
the Daily Gleaner cooperrted fully in » Press Associntion

investigation Into » complsint of unfair and inaccurate rep

made against that newspaper. (See Minutes of Executive Mee
r N Ao _."‘ > i

dated JF‘“ur”-rY 5, ]970)- ? 4 .f 7 AR i
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As will appear from the foregoing the Committee wns mindful of the

ancient principleg-of natural justice: "Both sides to » di

must be herrd." Mr. Wynter was afforded .n fair opportunity

hearing but! spurned it. 1In these circumstpnces, the Commit

no choice but to act on the materinl before it.

FINDINGS

In view of the fact that the purported correction of April
garbled and is, in respects, no less snide thpn the March 2

publication, both golumns, so far »ns is material, must be 1

at as one. On this basis, the following findings are made:

spute
of a

tee has

1 is
3

ooked

fa) If, which is immaterial, Mr. L.C. McKenzie owned

a mansion in Cherry Gardens, it is totally u
that Mr. Bertram has acnuired it. It is equ

e
false wthat Dr. Duncsn rohuked Mr. Bertram o
this alleged acquisition, or, that of premis

47, University Crescent, Kinsston 6.

The fact is that by Transfer dated March 16,
and registered March 17, 1977, Mr. Bertram »

wife, Jean Angela Claire (25 joirnt tenants) a

ntrue
ally

ver

es

1977
nd his

cquired

the premises knwon »s 47, University Crescent,

Kingston 6 (~s evidenced by Certificate of Title

]

. ik

!
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registered at Volume 1136 Folio 790 of the Register
Book. of Titles) for $40,000.000. The vendors were

a company, Vera Cruz Limited, of 36, Duke Street,

Kingston. The premises were formerly comprised in
Certificate of Title registered at Volume 704

Folio 18 and, as such, were owned by James Torramgdl
Lim and Beatrice Mary, his wife between September 6,
1963 and August 18, 1969, when they transferred

to a company, University Investments Limited.

(b) The allegations that Dr. Duncan had advertised for

sale any house owned by him in Edgewater or Bridgeport
Saint Catherine and/or that he had plans for moving
residence to the salubrious district of Billy Dunn,

Saint Andrew, are groundless. So too is the allegation

of April 1 that he had not yet done so becpusec of

"no satisfzctory response'" to the advertisement.

It follows (:;at the March 28 speculation that Dr.

Duncan had '"changed hig mind about Socialist life
styles or about the merits of certain kinds of

criticism" was mischievous, to say the least.

It is true that Dr. Duncan and his wife,Grace Verona,
are joint proprietors of the landg{known as 19, Rollins

Avenue, Bridgeport, Saint Catherine. The Minister and

Grace Verona Powe,(as she then was) bought the

premises (registered at Volume 1070 Folio 394) from
Albion Estates Development Company (Jamaica) Limited
for $16,490.00, m 1974 .

There can be little doubt that the two colums, by purporting to expose

embarrassing conflicts between the Ministers,avowed Socialist politics

and their actual yearning for the luxurious life style, were calculated
to hold them up to public ridicule and contempt. The conclusion
is therefore irresistible that the reports not only failed to adhere

but,did violence to the principles of fair and factual reporting.

/
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Finally, the opportunity must not be allowed to pres for saying that

the kind of reportége reflected in the columns under review should
find no place in » newspaper of responsibility.4 No less

unpalatable is the dense but not impenetrable veil of ~nonvmity

which shields its author o'* authors. A very instructive and

relevant paper by Fred Wilmot is sttached as Appendix 9.

L
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.The President of the Press Association of Jamaica
received the following letter dated March 30, 1977, signed
Jointly by the Hon. D. K. Duncan, Minister of Mobilization

and Human Resource Development and Hon. Arn%Bertram,
“\SEE;'

1 &
A 5 0\* ’

\\/

Minister of Information and Culture;
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“A"

The President
Press Association

Dear Sirs:

‘It 18 with regret that we are forced to bring to the
official attention of the Press Association of Jamaica a most
slanderous report in Monday's issue of the Daily Gleaner in a
column called Listening Post.

The column claimed that Arnold Berpram had acquired a
Cherry Gardens mansion and that D.K. Duncanghad "moved up to
Billy Dunn".

This latest attck must be Seen, against a background of
the fact that in recent weeks severalfMMiSters havd had to complain
about Gleaner reporting which has consistently distorted statements
made by these Minsiters. The effeCtMef®these distortions is that
the Gleaner's version of the stapeménts end up approximating the
Gleaner's viewpoint of the partIeuld® Ministers. In the cases
where the Ministers have comp¥ained about inaccurate reporting, the
Editor of the Gleanen, Simply “appends a footnote saying that their
reporters' notes confirm thedr Wersion of what was said.

In addition to distértion of public statements, the Gleaner
has alsoc been invent®ng and printing outright lies about Ministers.
For éxample, a recent eolumnist claimed, without a shred of evidence,
that D.K. Duncan@had imported (illegally) a new BMW motor car -
(Colin Gregory, Mar&h)7, 1977). Sueh lies sre calculated to damage
characters sagd%east doubt on the political integrity of the Minister:
involved.

Under mormal circumstances, one would simply have written
to the Gleaner to point out that the Listening Post allegations are
lies. But we think the matter is more serious than that. Therefore,
we are requesting the Press Adsociation to conduct an independent
investigation into the allegations contained in the column. You
will find it is a lie to say that Arnold Bertram has "acquired L.C
McKenzie's Cherry Gardens mansion' or that D.K Duncan has sold his
bridgeport house and has 'moved up' to Billy Dunn.

.« o2



Press Association of Jamaica. March 30, 1977

The legal transfer and ownership of houses are matters
of public record in Jamaica, and therefore, your Association can
easlily and quickly investigate the claims.

For the record, Arnold Bertram is Ihe owner/occupier
of a house on University Cresent (hardly a "Gharry Gardens
Mansion") and D.K Duncan is the owner/oceupigr’ of a house in
Bridgeport. &

We urge you to publish youm findings and we also urge

you to publicly denounce this so-galled journalism as a politically

inspired manoeuvre to cast doubt)bg=@yf integrity and ideological
consistency and further, to cre8teddsunity in the P.N.P.

% Yours sincerely,
D.K. Duncan Arnold Bertram
Minister of Mobili%atIen & Minister of Information &
Human Resource Déwelopment. Culture,

Office of the Prime Minister.

Copy: To all media



The column about which the complaint was made was
published in the Daily Gleaner of March 28 and read.
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Housing Problem

I hear that when Mr. Arnold Bertram, Minister of State in

the Prime Minister's office acquired Mr. L.C. McKenzie's
Cherry Gardens mansion he was reproved in no uncertain fashion
by his colleague Dr. D.K. Duncan on the ground that their
capalist enemies would point to it as evidence of high living
incompatible with the soclalist life style.

Some months ago there appeared in the Gleanéd? an ad stating
Doctor's house for sale in Edgewater" It %#frned out to have
been Dr. Duncan's Bridgeport house whichl Wad"being offered for

sale. Why? D.K. Was moving up - to B8l Wi dunn in fact.

Inconsistent? Well perhaps a littdme, NBut maybe the Minister
of Mobilization has changed his_ @isidpabout Socialist life styles
or about the merit of certain #&indsdof critism.

4

Tax Rumo@ts

I hear that the usupal chopfof rumours based on speculation

have begun to go fRe rounds as the new budget period approaches.
Some writers haveWwrditten to Listening Post sending rumours
heard about a WideWrange of taxes.

These are ramowxs8 which are difficult to track down because
Government will 1ot be able to discount any particular tax
proposalsybeing rumoured before budget day. Otherwise they
would be d¥gedosing budget secrets.

S0 cool it and walt for the Minister's speech in Parliament.

Alas, there will always be rumours on house tax, gas tax, property
tax, this tax and that tax the other tax. But only the Minister
knows and he certainly cannot talk - until Budget Day So let's

be prepared, and wait. Time enough Gird your loins and keep cool

The Listener
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On April 1 the following column was published in "Listening

Post!

llc'll

The Executive Committee of the Press Association of Jamaica
met on April 12 and appointed a special investigating committee
consisting of Messrs. Peter Abrahams, Fred Wilmot, Roy Reynolds,
Earl Witter, honorary legal adviser and Mrs. Sylvia Lee.

Mrs. Lee declined to serve on the co e4sbecause of her

The terms of reference of the %Ea follows:

s To investigate and rep statements published in the
column 'Listgning’@: ich appeared in the Daily
Gleaner on Méy 28,\‘L} and April 1, 1977 which referred
to the Associaw a letter of complaint dated March 30,
1977 from t Hon¥D.K. Duncan, Minister of Mobilization
and the Ho ai,wgld Bertram, Minister of Culture and

Informatlo '

connection with the Daily Gleaner. *

il T@ ascertain if the statements are factual or incorrect
and ind out what are the facts.
8 2 To determine whether reports adhered to the principles of

fair and factual reporting.
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I hear that Listening Post is accused of boohing in respect

of three rumours which were tracked down. When Listening

Post checked about the rumour of a Russian Ambassador having

been appointed; Listening Post received certain infromation

to the contrary. It turned out that the rumour was half right,

and the fact half wrong. The Russian Ambassador has been

appointed according to Reuter and his name announced in Moscow.

He 1s Mr. Yuri Volsky, but he resides in MéXico not in Jamaica

So residence? Not yet; at least not for th€ Ambassador Still

to know whether an Embassy is planned hére with a Charge d'Affaires.

Another 1s the case of the distinguished™amaican going to
Unesco. Listening Post checked thiSjan® the information carried
to the contrary was from the officlalfhorse's mouth, so to speak.
Have we been wrong again, and is®ghe®rumour correct? We will see.
But one reader is adamant that we "h@ve been led up the garden
path.

J‘l ) o
The third concerned the alleped reproof of Mr. Bertram by Mr.
Duncan. Here there W&S an Mmaccuracy. The incident took place
two years ago when Mr. Bergtam acquired Mr. Jim Lim's (not Mr.
McKenzie's) formerfhome af University Cresent and moved there
from his Mountain\View Avenue Co-op house. I hear D.K has not
yet moved to B#dly\Dunn. Apparently there have been no satis-
factory responses Wet to the ad offering his Bridgeport house for
sale.

I hear that when it comes to bureacuracy,Jamaica has still to
catch up Wlth Bhe developed countries. Take France, for example
So well devedéped is the bureaucracy there that the following
practical joke proved effective. An official looking letter on
Social Security headed paper was received by several old people
in Grenoble, France. It said.

"According to our records, you have now reached your age limit.

You are requested under Article 217 of the Law, to present yourself
at the local cemetery so we can have you cremated. Bring a bag

for your ashes" One 7T0-year old lady became seriously ill on
receiving the letter. Others became very frightened. The Police
are still to find the prankster.



The Special Committee held four sittings - on April 25,
May 2, 10 and 25.

At 1ts first sitting the Special Committee decided to invite the
Editor of the Daily -leaner and the two Ministers to meet with
T,

The letter of invitation dated April 26, 1%0 the Editor of
the Daily Gleaner, Mr. Hector Wynter gra o]

\
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llows:
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Mr.

22a 01d Hope Road,

Kingston 5,
April 26, 1977

Hector Wynter,
Editor,

Daily Gleaner,
North Street,
Kingston.

Dear Mr.

complaint from the Hon. D.K. Duncan,
Mobilization and Hon. Arnold Bertra

r of Natlongl
ter of Culture

Wynter, %
The Press Association of Ja al” received a

The Executive Committ

in the Daily Gleaner on March 28, d April 1, 1977.
S

et up a special committee

to investigate the matter.

Club.

The Special Comm @s inviting you in your capacity
as Editor of the Daily Glea to a meeting at the Press
¢}

22a 01d Hope Ro
the matter

onday, May 2, 1977 at 5 p.m discuss

Both M'ni& have also been invited to the meeting.

Yours sincerely,

Ken Chaplin,
Hon. Secretary,
(Recording Secretary to the Special Committee)
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Similar letters of invitations were also sent to the two
Ministers.

Both Ministers agreed to meet the Committee, asking for
a date that would not conflict with the Monday Cabinet
meetings.

Mr. Wynter replied by letter dated April 17 suggesting
that the Ministers' complaint be subglit@to the Caribbean

Press Council. K\
e

Following is the text of Mr. Wy
0~:£> )

»
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April 29, 1977

Mr. Ken Chaplin,

Secretary,

Press Association of Jamaica,
22a 0l1d hope Road,

Kingston 5.

Dear Mr. Chaplin,

Thank you for your letter of April 26. As the

Ministers have sent us no details of theirfc laint to
you, save for statements made to the Pre should be grateful

if you would send us copies of theirgle

While we appreciate your infte in the welfare of
your members and the Press, we wo uggest that any complaints

about the media, as opoosed to tHo ainst individual members
of your Association should be b ed to the Caribbean Press
Council which has an establigheW@ procedure dealing with these
matters. & .

-

Accordingly ying your letter and this reply
to the Chairman of the 1, Mr. H Aubrey Fraser at the U.W.I

We enclose for yo inf tion a copy the Council's procedure
which you may wi u\ori g to the attention of those who have

complained to

Yours sincerely,

Hector Wynter,
Editor.

2 .G Mr. Aubrey Fraser.



The Special Committee wrote to Mr. Wynter on May 4, 1977
again inviting him to a meeting on May 10, 1977 to discuss the
matter:

Following is the letter:
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The Press Association of Jamaica,
22a 01d Hope Road,

Kingston 5.

May 4, 1977.

Mr. Hector Wynter,
The Egltor,

The Dally Gleaner,
T North Street,
Kingston.

Deay Sir,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt offYour letter of the
29th April, 1977 and enclosure and, as requ@sted I am pleased
to enclose a copy of the complaint broughtd, @intly by the
Honourable Dr. D.K. Duncan and the Hongoug@ble Arnold Bertram,
concerning certain allegations conta&nﬁﬁ_iﬁ the Daily Gleaner

of the 28th March, 1977 and the 1lst Apri?, 1977 under the rubric
"Listening Post". =

The special committee appointedNby *fhe Press Association of
Jaumaica to investigate thif§ eom@lalnt is aware of the existence
of the Caribbean Préss Colmcdl But wishes to explain that the
Assocliation is meither an a®filate nor a member of the Council
and consequently, doesWmot sUbscribe to the Council's procedure
for dealing with complaftgfagainst the media. Indeed, the
committee has beep Imformed that because the Assoc1at10n wished
to preserve its complete independence and autonomy, it declined
affiliation.

I am directégd Magther to inform you that the terms of reference
of the speciaf committee are as follows:-—

i. WMeginvestigate and report on statements published
in the column 'Listening Post' which appeared in
the Daily Gleaner on March, 28, 1977 and April 1, 1977
which was referred to the Association in a letter of
complaint dated March 30, 1977 from Honourable Dr.
D.K. Duncan Minister of Mobilization and the Honourable
Arnold Bertram, Minister of Culture and Information.

i To ascertain if the statements are factual or incorrect
and to find out what are the facts.

ol il To determine whether the reports adhered to the
principles of fair and factual reporting.

(=



In these circumstances the committee again invites you, in your
capacity of Editor of the Daily Gleaner to attend its next
meeting on Tuesday, 10th May, at 5:00 P.M at the Press Club,

22a 0l1d Hope Road, Kingston 5, to discuss the complaints. Both
Ministers of Government have indicated that this meeting, unlike
the last are conveniently timed for them and have undertaken to
be present. Should you not feel able to accept this invitation
(as implied by the second paragraph of your letter) or, it the
time is inconvenient, please be good enough so to indicate as
the committee is anxious to complete its deliberations at the

earliest possible date. 6
Youi\@mlly,

% ’QS
(R orgzht Secretary to the Special Committee)

en Chaplin,



Mr.
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Wynter's replied on May 4 as follows:
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4th May, 1977

Mr. Ken Chaplin,

Recording Secretary to the
Special, Committee,

The Press Association of Jamaica,
22a 0l1d Hope Road,

Kingston 5.

Dear Mp. Chaplin,

Your letter of May U has just been

Thank you for sending the lefte March 30 from
the ministers which contrary to you g did not
(and could not) refer to any publicati in the Gleaner of
April 1.
follow-up to this is with.t ibbean Press Council which

has an establishedwproced dealing with complaints
against the madia. *

With best wishw\
\ Yours sincerely,

H.L. Wynter
Editop .

I repeat our view thatﬁ oper place for any
r
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On May 10, 1977, the Honourable Arnold Bertram, Minister of
Culture & Information appeared before the Committee. Mr.

Bertram was informed of the suggestion in Mr. Wynter's letter

that his complaint be referred to the Caribbean Press Council.

Mr. Bertram said it was his view that the Press Association of
Jamaica is the proper organisation to which his complaint should
be made and he wished the Association to deal with the matter.

Mr. Bertram was then geustioned on the substance of his complaint.
He denied categorically that he had "acquired Mr. L.C McKenzie's
Cherry Gardens mansion" as alleged by the Listening Post item of
the Gleaner dated March 28, 1977. He further cateforically denied
the allegation contained in the same item that "he was reproved
in no uncertain fashion by his colleague Drg€ D.K. Duncan on the
ground that their capitalist enemies would P&imt to it as evidence
of high living incompatible with the soqfaPid¥ life-style".
Members of the Committee later and sepgf@iejy questioned Dr. D.K
Duncan on the specific point of havigg &llégedly 'reproved' his
colleague. Dr. Duncan branded the_aMNegdtion as totally false.
Mr. Bertram further informed the @ommi®Ptee that the only property
he owned was the three-bedroom Mouge jat 47 University Cresent, i
in which he and his family liveS) afid which he bought from Mr.

0.K Melhado for $40,000. M dubse®uent Listening Post item in

the April 1, 1977 issue of the (leaner, purporting to correct the
earlier item of March 28th,%we¥Pely compounds the matter by

stating that Dr. Duncalfys 'rebroving' of Mr. Bertram took place
two years earlier than allgfed in the March 28 item when 'Mr.
Bertram acquired MrWNJim Fim's (not Mr. McKenzie's) fromer home

at University Cres®8ntW Mr. Bertram insists that there had been
no reproof of aR¥Kk¥nd "in connection with his acquiring of a

home; there was Wo “Peproof' as originally alleged in the March
28th item, dad Bhere was no 'reproof' two years earlier as alleged
in the supposé@ correction in the April item. Indeed, the April
lst item pPgepretrates another falsehood by alleging that Mr.
Bertram acqWig®€d his home at University Cresent from Mr. Jim Lim;
the fact 1s that he bought it from Mr. 0.K Melhado, a colleague
with whom he works. During the questioning it came out that the
P.M's Press Secretary had communicated with the Gleaner editor
about these complaints.

Later on May 10, 1977, the Honourable Dr. D.K. Duncan, Minister
of Mobilization appeared before the Committee. He too was in-
formed of Mr. Wynter's suggestion that the complaint be referred
to the Caribbean Press Council. Dr. Duncan's view was that this
a straightforward Jamaican matter which was capable of resolution
by the Press Association fo Jamaica without any reference to any
external authority and he therefore wanted the Press Association
to investigate and pronounce on the complaints made to it by Mr.
Bertram and himself.

/2



Under questioning Dr. Duncan denied the allegation contained in
the Listening Post item of the Gleaner of March 28 that his

house at Bridgeport was up for sale and that he was moving up

to Billy Dunn. He also repudiated as mischievous the suggestion
contained in the Listening Post item of the Gleaner of April 1st
that: "D.K. Duncan has not yet moved to Billy Dunn. Apparently
there have been no satisfactory responses yet to the ad offering
his Bridgeport house for sale". Dr. Duncan provided the Committee
with copies of his declaration of assets.

On the basis of the information from the two complaining Ministers
the Committee asked for and recieved a statement from Mr. Claude
Robinson, Press Secretary to the Prime Minister, on his telephone
conversation on the matter with the Editor of the Gleaner. We

set out Mr. Robinson's statement in its entirety. ..

UHH
FINDINGS

Since the editor of the Gleaner hasfNin@irectly and by inference,
questioned the competence of the PPegshAssociation of Jamaica

(and therefore any committee appeinted by it) to investigate and
report on the complaints made s, M by Ministers Duncan and Bertram
this Committee wishes,to put Wn mNecord the fact that there 1s
precedent for such an‘invesfigdgdon by the Press Association of
Jamaica. During the temure ofMr. Clifton Neita as President of
the Press Association ofyJamaica Mr. V.B Grant, then Attorney-
General of Jamaica, 4n 1970fcomplained to the Executive of the
Press Association d§ Mamaica on some matter published in the
Gleaner. The ExeeutiveWof the day thereupon set up a committee to
investigate the mat®ek. Please see Minutes of the meeting of the
Executive of ghe,Press Association of Jamaica dated January 5,1970.

The Press ﬁssoci§tion of Jamaica is not an affiliate of the
Caribbean Press Louncil and is therefore not bound by, nor obliged
to adhere to, s Memorandum of Operations and Procedures,

It is the view of the Committee that as the universally recognised
long established, and time-honoured orgainsation of professional
Journalists in Jamaica the Press Association of Jamaica must not
compromise its soverign right to act as the primary forum to which
Jamaican} citizens can make their complaints if and when they feel
unfairly dealt with by any section of the Jamaican news media.

The high principle of soverelgnity 1s involved here and the Committee
urges most strongly that the Executive underscores that principle

in any public comment it chooses to make on this particular aspect

of the matter.

On the substance of the complaints of the two Ministers the
Committee finds as follows:

a) The Listening Post allegation of March 28 that Mr.
Arnold Bertram had acquired Mr. L.C. McKenzie's
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Cherry Gardens Mansion 1s totally false.

b) The allegation in the same item that Dr. Duncan
had repremanded Mr. bertram over the acquisition
is totally false

¢) The allegation in the second paragraph of the same
Listening Post 1tem that Dr. Duncan was selling
his Bridgeport house and moving up to Billy Dunn
1s totally false

d) The apparent corrections printed™n paragraph three
of the Listening Post column ofGAPTHl 1 st only
compounds the falsehoods 1isﬁ%ﬁ*ah@veitéff

i) Dr. Duncan reprimanded hig @QTléague two years earlier
This is false

ii) It was Mr. Lim's, ngg Mf.:McKenzie's house, that
Mr. Bertram bought. s, too, is false

i A
A Dr. Duncédn had J% yet moved to Billy Dunn because
he had notgyet s@l@ his Bridgeport house

Th1R, oy iﬁ‘faQse & misleading

The facts, as 4SgeRtalhed by the Committee, are set out in the
section abovg h&aded history of events and by the documents
provided asquwe®hlW\as by the statement made by the Press Secretary
to the PrimeWin¥eter. On the basis of these facts it %s the
finding Of thi% Committee that:

The statements and allegations made about Mr. Arnold Bertram
and Dr. D.K. Duncan in paragraphs one and two of the Gleaner
column Listening Post dated March 28, and paragraph 3 of

the Gleaner column Listening Post of April 1 st, 1977,

do not adhere to the principles of falr and factual reporting

RECCOMENDATIONS

In th&yg7appearances before the Committee both of the Minsiliters
made 1t clear that they regarded the published matter about wbich
they complained as politically motivated attempst to damage their
public reputations as politicians and soclalists of integrity.

It would have been extremely helpful if your Committee had been
able to ask questions of the author or authors of this column on

this particglar aspect of the matter. But there was no way we
could do this as the Editor of the Gleaner chose nto to co-operate

and the,ijjfffjgz:if the author or authors was buried so deep or
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was so diffuse that we could not get at it. We therefore recommend

that the Executive of the Press Association work out some formula

whereby it becomes possible, .if and when comp 1ntamgg;ﬁ cﬁp%ndg

of substance are made agalnsg“gnonymous contribut fo? Any

investigating committee to pelable to interview suc contributors

in secrecy and with an undertaklng not to make public their identity.

As things -not stand, anon¥mity can be and has been used as a kind

shield from behind which ome gross acts of journalistic 1rrespon-

sibility have been foisted on the society. The substance of the

two Ministers' complaint is a case in point. And this can only

damage our profession irreparably if it is not brought under some

Eb % trol within the profession. One, of the great concerns
ost of the ani;ymus contributors -( aFfepcar—all-—maros

are really polltlcal operatives for whom
the often hard grlnd of) first checking faghbs Lrem every possible
angle before presenting them, and thenepres€nting them as falrly
as possible, are both subordinate to th® pl&glng of the political
power game. And this can be as greatqa threat and danger to press
freedom as any threat from any gove@hment. One of the ways to
safeguard against this is to remoy€ f£Ne smokescreen of anonymity
and let the people know who are @he (p#fofessional journalists and
who the political operatives usdng the media. Where the press is
really free the need .for agpongmify 'is minimal. The press is free
in Jamaica. The proféssionfil Ye#rnalists here are prepared to

put their names to whatqthey Wrlte and what they say. We therefore
urge that in addition toNworling out some way of making anonymous
contributors at leadg answefable to the Press Assoclation 1n case
of complaints of swbsﬁance, the Association also adopts a clearcut
stand against angaymity in general, and against anonymity in
particular when 3¢ &\ used as a shield from behind which personal
attacks and atfempts 2t character assAsination are launched.

Finally, we urg® the speeding up of the long overdue bringing into
force of the&yregistration of professional journalists and the
standards and conditions for such registration. Until this is
done our profession will go on facing the dangers of being used
and abused by political operatives hiding behind the smokescreen
of anonymity.
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. respect .of three rumours which were tracked down.

When Listening Post checked about the rumour of &
Russian Ambassador having been appointed; Listen - -
ing Post received certain information to the contrary :+
It turned out that the rumour was half-right, and 4
““the fact half-wrong. The Russian ‘Ambassador has'
' been appointed according to Reuter, and his name.
' announced in Moscow. He is Mr Yuri Volsky, but
. he resides in Mexico not in Jamaica! So residence?
Not yet; at least not for the Ambassador Still to
« . know whether an Embassy is planned here with a. i
£.¢ Charge d'Affaires. - b S i #
i . Another is the case of the distinguished }n:;z‘::nn ing X

to Unesco. Listening Post checked this
‘mation carried to contrary was from the official
horse’s mouth, so to speak. Have we been wrong
- again, and is the rumour correct? We will see. But
‘one reader is adamant that we have been led up the |
.garden path. i it A . s
he third coricerned the’ alleged ' reproof of Mr' Ber 2
tram by Dr Duncan, Here there was an inaccuracy
The incident took place two years ago when Mr Ber &,ﬁ
tram acquired Mr [im Lim's (not Mr, McKenzie's)7 "
‘former home at University Crescent and moved thcrc?’ﬁi
~ from his Mountain View Avenue Co-ophouse. I hear -4
I 7" D.K has not yet.moved to Billy Dunn. Apparently ==
there have been no satisfactory responses yet to the
ad offering his Bridgeport house. for salgi 9. 1 %
. 1 hear that when it comes to bureaucracy, Jamaica has*
i still to catch up with the developed countries. Take
¢ France, for example So well developed is the /4
“" bureaucracy 'there that the following" practical joke "~
7" proved effective, An official-looking letter on Social
.+ Security headed paper was received by several old
_ - people in Grenoble, France. It said: ' : R
“According to our records, you have now reached your */
1 age limit. You are requested under Article 217 of the J
ii2 " Law, to present yourself at the local cemetery so we -
%¢ . v can have you cremated. Bring a bag for your ashes.” .|
One 70-year old lady became seriously ill on. receiving -
_the'letter., Others became very frightened. The Police ¢
--are <till to find the prankster —The Listener,




-

Me—-v-, -
i o o
4|r‘ q "'\, 5 - ‘-‘..‘.-_.
‘ 5!"“*:#\ C W, 0" ;
! O 4“.'\ 'v'.,'-—.d .,m e ] »
‘ LW o, B R I PP A A
i Rl FO - S e, S ) L
. i Ve o L B Skl PR A e .
; USSR X L R gy Pt o e B Bl N

2 - T AR, ~ 3 o SR i 3
= il g, v, Al 1;“‘_"“‘..—-" .W

O g i e e A

" wdin ¥ v -t
i

29

MAR 1075

"'ig :'

H!.AR t.hat when 'Mr.iAmdd m ki |

z i ‘_-.of State ‘in the Prime: _ Minister's office’. 3;

. 'Mr. L, C. McKenzic's ion he’

b2 was reproved in no uncertain on by his P |
DrDKDunmonLhepound:hn'thcirca' st .|

. enemies pol.ntwuuewdenceolhxshhvms
| ue mcompanblc wuh the socialist life style. $ 1 i

e Somc months 2 ago ‘there- appeamd mn the(“,lc.ner an ;dff&
_stating " Doctor's house ; for salesin Edgrwater -l;-a

" turned jout O have been Dr. Dum,:ans Bndgc’pqrt i_.(

- house which was being offered for sale. Why? D = 4

was moving up — o Billy Dunn in facs, g !

Inconsistent? Well perhaps a litle)’ But maybe the Mln- ’1
ister of Mobilization has changed : his mijnd about’
 Socialist life sty'les or aboul the merit of’ cenam kmds
@ of criticism L TeOay
RO Tax rumours ;i i
“fili'i b LU . : ?’
1 hear that the usual crop of rumours ¢ *
tion have bcgun to g rounds as the new udgﬁ;’f,*i
me

hwp\m i P ;: an.:r:\lwu‘ Nf}“ M%M Aﬂt
"These are’ ~rumours i which “are. dlfﬁculum nuk‘dowﬁ'* y
. because Government will: not be able 10 discount uryi
* particular tax proposals being rumou b:fam budg- %
Ao day., Ot.hen-nse they ! ‘would bo dulosmg bﬂdscm
Mf’ccre-tSW"“ e e S 4
| St e

i ’lot?!he'ﬁﬁuéf ti\'l ‘Parh‘;-

'/ S0 coolit, ‘and wait
ment. Alas there will always be rumours ‘on house’ 5_
perty. l.ax,.-.;hlq,tax that tax the other )

-and he, certamlyﬁ
iSt:t let:. be. pre ;




PRESIDENT

PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAMAICA

22a 01d Hope Road,

SECRETARY
Kingston.

Mr. Peter Abrahams,

P.O. Bex 20,

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew.

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

The Executive Committee of the Wress Association of
Jamaica at a meeting held on April I, 1977 at the Press Club
appointed you as a member of a spechal®committee to:

- B8

1N,

1 N

Investigate and report on statements published
in the columny"listening Post" which appeared
in the Daily Gleaner on March 28, 1977 and

April 1, ¥Q7F, which were referred to the
assocdiation®in a letter of complaint dated
March 30,1977 from Honourable Dr. D.K. Duncan,
Minister of National Mobilisation and Honourable
Arnold Bertram, Minister of Culture and
Information (attached hereto).

To ascertain if the statements are factual or
incorrect and to find out what are the facts.

To determine whether the reports adhered to
the principles of fair and factual reporting.

The Executive Committee would appreciate a report in
two weeks. The first meeting of the committee is scheduled for
5 p.m, April 25 at the Press Club, 22a 01d Hope Road. At this
meeting a Chairman and a recording secretary will be selected.

Sincerely yours,

Ken Chaplin,
Hon. Secretary.




OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER
1 DEVON ROAD,
P.O. BOX 272,
KINGSTON 6, JAMAICA

March 30, 19077

The President ‘
Press Association of Jamaica.

Dear Sirs:

It is with regret that we are forced to bring to the
official attention of the Press Associati®on of Jamaica a
most slanderous report in Monday's issue .wof the Daily
Gleaner in a column called Listening Post:

The column claimed that Arniold Bertram had acquifed
a Cherry Gardens mansion and that D. K. Duncan had "moved up
to Billy Dunn."

This latest attack must be seen against a background
of the fact that in recent weeks several Ministers have had
to complain about Gleaner reporting which ha consistently
distorted statements made by these Ministers. The effect of
these distortions is), that the Gleaner's version of the state-
ments end up approximating the Gleaner's viewpoint of the
particular Ministers. 'In the cases where the Ministers have
complained about inaccurate reporting, the Editor of the
Gleaner simplywappends a footnote saying that their reporters'
notes confiarm their version of what was said.

In ‘addition to distortion of public statements, the
Gleanerhhas also been inventing and printing outright lies
about Ministers. For example, a recent columnist claimed,
without a shred of evidence, that D. K. Duncan had imported
(illegally) a new BMW motor car - (Colin Gregory, March 7,
1977). .Such lies are calculated to damage characters and
cast doubt on the political integrity of the Ministers in-
volved.

Under normal circumstances, one would simply have
written to the Gleaner to point out that the Listening Post
allegations are lies. But we think the matter is more serious
than that. Therefore, we are requesting the Press Association
to conduct an independent investigation into the allegations
contained in the column. You will find it is a lie to say that
Arnold Bertram has "acquired L.C. McKenzie's Cherry Gardens
mansion " or that D. K. Duncan has sold his Brldgeport house
and has"moved up" to Billy Dunn.



Press Association.of Jamaica. March 30, 1977 -

The legal transfer and ownership of houses are ”
matters of public record in Jamaica, and therefore, your -
Association can easily and quickly investigate the claims.

For the record, Arnold Bertram is the owner/occupier
of a house on University Crescent (hardly a "Cherry Gardens —"
Mansion") and D.K. Duncan is the owner/occupier of a house
in Bridgeport.

We urge you to publish your findings and we also
urge you to publicly denounce this so-called journalism as
a politically inspired manoeuvre to g¢ast d@oubt on our integrity
and ideological copsistency and further, to create disunity in
the P.N.P.

Yours» sincerely,

.

7@fArnold Bertram,
Minister of Mobilization & Minister of Information & Culture
Human Resource Development. Office of the Prime Minister.

Copy: To all media.
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CARIBBEAN PRESS CCUNCIT,
MEMORANDUM oF OPERATIONS  AND PROCEDURES
2. The objectivasg of the Caribbean Press Council have been

specified in Sreparatory decuments of the Caribbean Publishing

and Broadcasting Association and in the draft constitution of
the Council as.

(a) To maintain the character of the Caribbean
s media jip accordance with the highest
Prcfessional standards.

(b) To consider comolaints aboyt the ‘eonduct of

might seen Practical and aporopriate and
record resultant action.

(o) To safequard the role,  character ang freedenm
of the press. :

objectives.

(Note: (i) The concepts of "standards in the media" andg
; " "freedom of the press- will be defined in the
@urse of Council's delibe:ations.

(ii) “The Pressg" means the news collection,
Teporting ang analysis oberations of the mass

e e aa o

-— e e Rl o8 B o




- -2-
3. Range of Activities

(a). Ton consider (by-way of.established Council -

o, procedures) complaints about the collection, iy

Organisations, both print and electronic, in

the territories of the Bahamas, Barbados, —_—
Belize, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Trinidad and
Tobago and the West Indies Associated States G
from any Person. groups of pPersons or organj-
sations in the territories. o

- b

(b) To consider on its own initiative any issue

Or problem area relateq to the maintenance of
Press standards ang the maintenance of press
) freedom in the territories listed above.

(e) To consider complaints from any, per son, groups

of persons or organisationy{s) in the territories

listed above about the action(s) of any other

Person, group of PErsons or/organisations

towards the print and electronic media

organisation(s) inthe térritories, where such s
action(s) is claimed\ to threaten the freadom

of the press or to lower standards in the media.

(d) To considar, review and make recommendations to
appropriate ©rganisations, or act as it sees
fit about the training needs of media professicnals

in view of the Council’'s concern with the main-
tenance of press standards in the media.

e

(e) . To consider, raview, make recommendations to
appropriate Oorganisations or act as the Council
Sees fit on those Iesearch questions angd needs
relevart to maintaining standards in the media
and freedom of the press,

4, Procedures for Processing Aomplaints

(a) Any person “({including Council members) or
Oorganisaticns, may submit a complaint to the
Council.,

(b). A complaint must be filed within 99 days
following the conduct, action, or publication
of material being complained about. i

(c) The complaint shoulg be submitted ip writing
to the Secretary, Caribbean Ppress Council,
P.0. Box 79, Mona, Kincston 7, Jamaica. Any
member of the Council recaiving a complaint a

to the Secretary.

i
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(d)

(e)

(£)

(9)

. (h)

(1)

(3)

—-3-»

A copy of the complaint should be sent at the
Same time to the media Organisation in question
by the complainant. =f the complainant does
not do so, the Council will so forward tha -
complaint, '

The media Oorganisation in Question is given an
opportunity to respond directly to the complain-
ant (with a COPy of response sent to Council)

or through the Council who will forward the
response to the comelainant., A response from
the media orgarnisation would normally be
eXpected within faur weeks .

If the complainant jis satisfied with the response
and action of the media organisatieén,. +he matter
is so recorded, and ng further @ction taken by
the Council,

review the complainty and comment on it. Council
éxecutive may regquest the local Association to
gather relevant infermation on the complaint.
Council May also sunplement the information-
9athering Process, of the local associliation by

Council executive will decide on appropriate
measures for gathering information on a complaint,
if pessikle through a loeal bress association.
One sueh measure would be to request a Council
member or members to undertake an investigation
of the complaint and tgo gather relavant infor-
maticn as lndicated by Council éxacutive.

Council exesctive may also appoint Sub~Comnittees

of its membership to seek further information about

@ particular complaint. wWheravar Fossible tha
COommittea's chairman should be a lay member.

The Secretary of the Council gathars together all
responses, commants and relevant materials and
bPrepares a brief on the complaint in consultation
with the Chairman of the Ccuncil,

The briaf on the complaint ig then submitted to
21l members of the Council for study.

-¢0/4
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(k) . . . At the next meeting of the Council the comnlaint
' is congiderad ang action taken on it. Council
-+ - Mmay decide that further information is required
- in which cass a decision on the matter is post-
poned to the next meeting. '

(1) If Council reaches a decision, the decision will
2 be written up by the cChairman of the .Council and

submitted +o the media organisation in question
to the Caribbean press forp publication, and to
the complainant.

- »

(m) Council may dacide that a minority epinion on a
complaint should also be made publies

The procedure for Procassing ‘complaints from the
media about the actions of persens”or Oorganisations
towards the press will be.similar to the above.

(n)

(c) Council will meat at least twice per year to
consider complaints.

(p) Hembers of the -~ubli® will be advised that in
submitting com~laints EFey should provide as
much supporting information as is possible (e.g.
Press clippings of tH- Sstory in question, or the
dates and times of broadcasts in question.)

(g Council may in due course prepare a Code of Ethics
for Journalists which may be used as = guide in
Council's rovicw of complaints. In the meantime
Council will reviaw complaints on the basis of its

vPereeption of good press practice.

() - The Council may not in its discretion ccnsider a

: complaint (1) if court or administrative action
or arbitration based on the same subject matter
is pending, or (2) if it requests and a party
refused to Sign a waiver of his or her right to
bring such acticn in tha event that the Council
considers the cemnlaint and issues a written
decision on it OoF (1) 4if it requests ard a
Party refuses +5 sign a waiver of libel against
anyone whc provides the Council with information
concerning the comolaint. against the Council,
and against the madia for nublication of infor-
mation acquired Zv the Council concerning the
complaint or included in the Council's report.

YL
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Procedures for Considering O+ther Matters Related
to Press Fr=aedom and Standards in the Media.

(a) Any person (including Council members) or
organisation may bring to the attention of
the Council a matter related to safeguarding
press freedom and/or maintaining press
standards. '

i s

(b) Council executive will dacide on what further
information is dasirsd and adont its own
procedures for gathering such information.

(c) A brief on the matter ‘will be subsequently
pPreparced following the informatiCn~gathering
process, and will be sent to all™Council
members for study,

{d) At the next meeting Couneil will consider
the matter and arrive @t a decision or
request further aeticn, WThe results of
Council's dalibefaticns will be made puklic.

{e) Council members may request a special meeting
of Council to deal ‘with urgent matter .
according, te the Tules of the Council for

holding special meetings.

! FEB. 24, 197
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CODE OF ETHICS -- PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAMAICA

Journalists in Jamaica have adopted a Code of Ethics as a guideline.

The Code of Ethics is as follows:

The profession of journalism in Jamaica has as its foundamental objectives
those of serving the collective interests of all the people of the country and
affirming and defending human rights, and, in general, all honest causes. To help
achieve this ¢ aim,cthe Press Association of Jamaica has fotmulated a Code of
Conduct or Rules of Behaviour for the Press, Radie and TV in Jamaica and is doing
80, wishes most of all, to remind members that the rights, privileges and freedoms
enjoyed by them are only exercisable on the understanding that the general public
interests and the good of the country 4s and remains paramount and where there is

conflict between the news media's Or journalist's rights and the community's interest,

waaﬂdlater shall prevail.

Members are hereby enjoined to refrain from:
(a) writing or publishing immorality . and/or obscenity.

(b) writing or publishing vulgarity aimed at individuals,
dnstitutions or groups; as well as unwarranted attacks

on their personal dignity, honour of prestige.
(c) writing or publishing exposes! on the private lives
of individuals not in public life or upon matters

which are not in the public interest, but which constitutes

unwarranted intrusion.

(d) insulting or libelling individuals, institutions or groups.



(e)

(£)

(g)

(h)

(1)

making offensive references to an individual's race,
colour, faith, sex or nationality or indulging in any
discrimination in relation thereto.

writing or publishing news of information which is based
on fact or slanting of selecting the news to give any,

particular bias to serve any particular intereét.

publishing confidential statements unless elearly in the

public interest.

revealing or betraying the secrecyof sources of information

of news.

while giving publicity to the porperly expressed dissent from
Government policy and aetions and to the peaceful and constitutional
methods of affecting)changes, to avoid writing of publishing matter
which may ‘be subsersive or harmful to the unity of the people or

likedy to lead to violence or to a breach of the peace.



PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAMAICA

PRESIDENT SECRETARY

Februaryv 1, 1977,

Mr,., Peter Abrahams,
c/o R,JR,

The Press Association'sstraining programme
which had to be suspended becausé of the elections, resumes
on Eebxuaey237,1977, We aredreduesting that you be kind

nough to participate in, arpanel discussion "THE ROLE OF
THE JOURNALIST IN A CHANGING JAMAICA",

The session§startsyat 7:30 p.m. on the 4th floor

the Daily Gleaner bullding,
EORGE LM_/

CONVENOR




PRUSS ASSOCTATION OF JAMAICA TRAINING PROGRAMME
4TH FLOOR DAILY GLEANER BUILDING BEAST % NORTH
STRFETS, SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

WEDNFSDAY ., FEBRUARY <

7 9 P, Origin and development of the
mass media. in Jamaica.
Mr. Rupert Lewis K6 Lecturer UWI.

WEDNESDAY, FFRRUARY 16

7T Spum. Jamaica and (Iat®rnational
Economic Swystems. :
Dr. Dom RobOtham. Lecturer UWI

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23 -

1 9 p.m. - Paged@iscussion on - the role of
fhe (journalist in a changing
Jamaica.
Speakers:

Terry Smith
Peter Abrahams
Codfried Tchamlesso

EDNESDAY, MARCH 24

7 9 pum. The Jamaican Economy - the way
forward,
Dr. Paul Robertson, Lecturer UWI

SATURDAY ., MARCH)5

1G 12 noon Sub-editines by
Calvin BRowen

1 3 pumn. Feature Writing
Wenty Bowen

WEDNESDAY . MARCE 9

T~ B pai. Journalism as a profession,
Dr. Theadore Sealey

SATURDAY , MARCH 12

8:00 p.m. - CLOSING CIREMONY
PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES

PARTY.
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PROFESSION.L

ST.TUS FOR JOURNALISTS

The Special Committee set up at the annual general

meeting held at the Jamaica Public Service Zuditorim on Monday,
fugust 9, 1976 to deal with Professional Status for Journalists

mow reports to the Special General Meeting (to be held at Curphy

Place, Swallowfield on Sunday, November 28, 1976, beginning at

11 a.m.,) as follows:-

1. A Professional Board should be established.

2 Mgmbers of the Board shoulds be appointed

Je

4.

5

by the Executive Committegmeof ,the Press

lssociation of Jamaicg,forwafperiod of two

years and should bewy eligible for re-appoint-
ment.

The Board ¢should consist of seven persons as
followsg a représentative from the Mass
Communications Institute at the UWI, two senior
journalists, one each from the print and electronic
madia, the Associationds Legal Adviser; two
jumdior journalists, one each from the print and

electronic media; and a photographer .

No member of the Executive Committee with

the exception of the Legal Adviser should
sit on  the Board. The Lggal LAdviser should
not have a vote on the Board.

/11 recommendations of the Board should
become effective only when they are ratified

by the Executive Committee.
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(2)

6. The immediate responsibility of +he Board
should be the improvement of +the ethical

standards of journalism and dealing with
breaches of professional ethics.,

7. The present Code of Ethics of the issociation
should be re-zdopted and sub-paragraph (d)
should be amended to read:- "insulting or
defaming individuals, institutions or groups,
although the fearless pursuit of truth, in the
public interest{particularly through imagina-
tive reporting) must remaimea principal object

of journalism,"
8. Iny member who has beeén disciplined will

have the right of adpeal to a Special general
meeting or epnua¥® " general meeting of the

Association$

The [ Commiif€e recognises +that in order to
have \these recommendetions effected it mey
be \neeessary to amend the present Constitution

Of TtThe LAssociation,

The: four meetings of +the Committee were attended

as follows:-
FI‘ank Hil:l. © o0 0 04‘
Fitzroy Nation.,...4

Terry Smith .52

Patrick Smikle——- 2

Ewart Walters.... L(H, lefi for Canada in Sept.)
George Lee(co-opted) ...4

KEN CHAPLIN

HON. SECRET/RY
NOVEMBER1S, 1976
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CODE OF ETHICS

The profession of journalism in Jamaica has as its

fumdamental objectives those of serving the collective interests

of all +the people of the country and affirming and defending

humam rights, and, in general, all honest causes. To held® achieve
this aim, the Press /issociationm of Jamaica has formulated a Code
of Conduct or Rules of Behaviour for the Press, Radio and TV in
Jamaica and in doing so, wishes most of all, to remind members
that +the rights, privileges and freedoms enjoyed by them are only
exercisable on the understanding that the general public interests
and the good of the country are and remain parapount and where
there is conflict between the news mediahs or journalisty' rights
and the community®s interest, the latter shallsprevail,

Members are hereby emjoined to refrain“from:
a) writing or publishing immofadity and/or obscenitys

\b) writing or publishing vudgarify aimed at individuals:

institutions or groupse aslhwell as unwarranted
attacks on their pergenal dignity, honour or
prestigeg;

(¢) Writing or publiBhing exposés on the private
lives of individuals mot in public life or upon
matters whiel d%e®not in the public interest,
but which eongtitute unwarranted intrusion:

(d) insulting orWi%elling individuals, institutions
or groups;

(e) making offefisive reference to an individual®g
rage,§colour, faith, sex or nationality or
ind@lging in any discrimination in relationm
thexato;

(£) NWriting or publishing news or information which
I8 not based on fact or slenting or selecting
the news to give any particular bias to serve

any particular interest;

(g) Publishing confidential statements unless
clearly in the public interest;

(h) revealing or betraying +the secrecy of
sources of information or news;

(i) while giving publicity to the properly

expressed dissent from Government policy

and actions and to the peaceful and consti-
tutional methods of affecting changes, to

avoid writing or publishing matter which may
be subversive or harmful to the unity of

the people or likely to lead to violence

or to a breach of the peace,.



PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAMAICA,

22a 01d Hope Road,

Kingston 5.

August 23, 1976.

Dear Members,

Notice is hereby given that the following amendments to the rules
of the Press Club of Jamaica will be moved (at” a\special General Meeting of
the Press Association of Jamaica to be deld at Curphy Place, South Avenue,
Swallowfield, Kingston 5, on Sunday, November 28, 1976, beginning at 11 a.m.

e ., -s'-’= l (_',

4 L . ‘T 5 & R
xgléiaé"f:lcnf T -
Secretary.



Rule

Rule

Rule

Rule

Rule

Rule

Rule

Rule

Rule

Bule

THE PRESS CLUB OF JAMAICA
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONST7''TION

(a) "In good standing" to be inserted afte' "Jamaica" in lime 2

(b) (c) (d) to become one clause and numbered 3 (b) and shall

be amended by substituting "Four Dollars" for "One Guinea" in line

5 of 3 (c) and "Ten Dollars” for "Three Guineas" in line 1 of 3 (d)
(e) To be numbered 3(e}

(£f) "Members suspended from the Press Association are debarred from
enjoying the facilities or privileges of the Club" te be inserted
after "Club"” in line 5 and the Rule renumberdd 3 (d).

(g) (h) to renumbered 3 (e) and 3 (f) respectively

The words "They shall be:- President § lL§t)Vice President, 2nd Vice-
President, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Treasurer" to be deleted.
To be deleted entirely.

To be renumbered 5 and "3gp.m.,and 2 a.m." substituted for "ll<a.m.
and 1ll:p.m." in life 2.

To be renumbered 6

The existing\Rule,to be renumbered 7 and replaced by the following:-
These ruleés, or any of them may be amended at a special or annual
general meeting of the association provided thirty days notice is
given prior to the Meeting and any such amendment is supported by a
majority of not less than two thirds of the members present and

voting."



PRESS ASSCCIATION OF JAMAICA

22a 01d Hope Road,
Kingston 5.

August 23, 1976.

&
Dear Member,

Notice is hereby given that the f amendments to the constitution
of Press Association of Jamaica will be mq& a special general meeting of the

Association to be held at Curphy Place, Avenue, Swaffowfield, Kingston 5 on
Sunday, November 28, 1976, beginning@

\V

Nl .- !'; A
\ \yw-' o < . _’:'!1,! { By

Ken Chaplin °
0 Secretary



PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAMAICA

AMMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

Section 4 (b) "Two dollars" to be submitted for “"Five Shillings"
in line 6.

Section 5 (3) "which shall be held before the end of July each
year" to be added after "Association” in line 2.

Section 5 (7) The following ﬁF?ﬁlause shall be added "Elections

s for the post of President shall be conducted at the
annual general meeting. However nominationé Ffor this
office must be made in writing by the efild 6f March of
each year and members advised as soéh thereafter as
possible."

Section 5 (8) The following new clause 8hallbe added 'No member
shall be eligible for “the office of President who has
not served the immediate preceding year as a member of
the Executive Committee."

Section 5 (9) The folloying new clause shall be added "No member
shall “‘serve more than three consecutive terms as
President except authorised by a special resolution
passed by a simple majority of three quarters of the
members present at the annual general meeting at which
the election is to take place.”

Section 5 (10) The following new clause shall be added "Yoting for
each post at the annual general meeting shall be by
feceret ballot each member having one vote provided that
members absent from the meeting shall be allowed to vote by

proxy appointed under hand and the proxy document duly stamped."
/2..



Section

Section

Section

Section

Section

Section

Section

5

13

o

(11) The following new clause shall be added "Life
membership may be granted to members for meritorious

service to the Association and/or to the profession of
Journalism by a resolution passed by a two thirds

majority of the members present at an Annual General Meeting."
(2)'kor misconduct or any other breach of these or the

Pkess Club's rules'" to be added after"Association' in line 4.
(1) "Two dollars" to be substituted for ‘'fite shillinge"”
in line 2 and "Ten dollars’ to be substitutéd for

Yfifteen shillings" in line 3.

(2) Ten dollars"” to be substituted for, "one Guinea"

in line 2.

(3) "30 Clear days" to befsgubstituted for ' 60 Days"

in line 3.

(4) The words "within 60 days of becoming non-financial'f

to be cdeleted from line 3.

(a) The following new clause shall be added:

AUDITOR

“"The Executive Committee at its first meeting after election shall

appoint an auditor to the Association and there shall be an annual audit of the

Trustees's accounts to be presented to the annual general meeting each year.

Section 13 (b) The following new clause shall be added:

TRUSTEES

There shall be not more than three nor less than two Trustees appointed

by the annual general meeting whenever there be a vacancy or vacancies in their ranks.



It is acknowledged and recorded that the existing Trustees are Theodore Fustace

Sealy, CBE, J.P. and Headléy Powell Jacobs; 0.B.E., J.P. Trustees are appointed

for life but they may resign their office by notice under hand to the Executive

Committee.

Section 14 (1) The heading "DISSOLUTION" to be adde@ dWove this clause.

Section 14 (2) "turned over to a body with similar objectives"” “to be
substituted for "donated to logal\charity” in line 4.

Section 15 "thirty" to be substituted for “sixty"” in line 5/



PRESS ASSOCIATION OF JAMAICA

MIRUTES OF SPECIAL GENEPAL MEETING OF WOV. 28, 1976.

Those ﬁresent were:-
Elean Thomas; Errol Harvey, Karl Campbell, Fitzroy Nation, Errol Lee, Clive
Bryan, Owen James, Monica Mason, David Ebanks, Veron Witter, Leslie'Bhfréll;
V. Matross-McIntosh, Canute James, Patrick Smikle, Flaine Wallace, Ben Brodie,
liopeton Dunn, Colin CampbellﬁJoseph Perkins, Hagaret:Lescene, Claudine Boqthe,
Harris Dias, William Haughton, V.G. Bailey, Frank Hill, Ken Chaplin, and Earl
Witter,

(2) The following resolutions was passed:- "Whereas there is dire need for
journalists in the Latin American region to unite in the interest of the profession
and the region; and whereas the aims and objectives of the-Latin American Federation
of Journalists are in keeping with the interests of Jamaic-an journalists
be it resolved that the Press Association of Jamaica seeks affiliation in the
Latin American Federation of Journalists",

This resolution was carried after long and intense discussion. Those who
opposed the resolution put forward the argument that the Press Association as a
professional organisation should not be affiliated to the L.A.F.J. éa it was
known to be political. ' .
(3) Amendments to the Comstitution of the Press Association

(2) - All applications to the Association shall be accompanied by an entrance .
fee of $§2.00. \WFormally the fee was $1.
(b) Added to Section 5 mew paragraph (7) to read" voting for each post at

the annual general meeting shall be by secret ballot each member having

one vote,
(c) Honorary members shall make an annual donation of not less than $25.
(d) The annual subscriptions is now $5.
(e) Members whose  subscriptions have not been paid within 39 days afte;

due date on July 1 shall be deemed and declared non-financial

(£) Annual general meetings shall be called béfore the end of July each year
except for unforseen circumstances or lack of a quorum. If fhe meeting
is postponed another meeting must be called within 30 days, .

(2) At the first meeting after election the Executive Committee must aﬁpoint :

an auditor to the Association. : ' {2
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The proposed amendment o the section of the constitution on Trustees was
deferred until the Executive Committee investigated the details of arrangements

re Trustees. A report on these investigations must be made to a subsequent general

meeting.
(4) Amendments to the Press Club rules
(a) ' Members sﬁspended from the Press Association will be debarred fronm

engoylng the fac111ties or pr&v1legec of the Press Club.,

(b) Applications for membership must be accompanied by an entrance fee of $4.
(c) Annual Subscrlptlon fee will be $10

(d) The Press Club will now be open from 3 p.m. to 2 a.m.

(5) A special general meeting is to be called before the end of March 1977 to

continue discuésions on the recommendations re establishment, of Professional
Status of Journallsts and the Code of Ethics. K The matter'was def rred because
over five hours were spent on other matters and most 6f those present had to leave.
(6) The second part of the special general meeting,was held on March 20, 1977.
Those present were:- . :

Pat Belinfanti,lFitzrpy Nation, Paulette MeDonald, »Joy Scott, Jennifer Ffrench,
Mervyn Morris, Elean Thomas, Patrick SmikYe, Rupert Lewis, Charles Kinkead,
Malcolm Thompson, Monica Mason, Roy -hakes, Flo C'Connor, Earl Witter, Robert Fray, .
Matross-McIntosh, Denzil Dunkley;€arvte Jdames, Elaine Wallace, Jimmy Lamonte,

Detha Tai, Hopeton Dunn, Jennifer Brown, Ken Williams, Fred wllmo;,_Grgnville
Newell, Garfield Myers, Tony Ruller, Ken Chaplin, Sheldon Mgbonald, Veta Thomas,
Tony Ray, Claudine Boothe,-ﬂyatt B:yne’ Cynthia Wilmot, Trank Hill, Carol .Lawes,

Harris Dias, and David Ebanks.

(7) The report cof the Committee on professional status for journalists was
considered and after extensive discussion was amended " to read as
follows:-

Amended _report of the Committee on Professional Status for Journalists

1. & ?rofeséipnal Board shall be established.

2. Voting members of the Bgérd shall be elected =‘ the Annual General Meeting

of the Press Association of Jamaica for a period of two years and should be eligible
for re-appointment, ‘ ok 3

3. The Board shall consist of seven persons as follews: five working

Journalists, at least one each from the print and electronic media, the Associa-

tion's Legal Adviser and a representative appointed by the Mass Communications

e T—
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Institute. The latter two shall have no vote,
4. No member of the Executive Committee with the exception of the Legal Adviser
shall sit on the Baord.
5. All recommendations of the Poard shall become effective only when they are .
ratified by the Executive Committee.
6."The immediate responsibility of the Board shall be' the improvement of the
ethlcal standards of journalism and dealing with breachés df- professional
ethics by individuals or media imstitutions.
s ~Any member who has been disciplined will have the right of appeal to 4
tribunal consisting of three persons - one representative of the member being
_ disciplined one appointed by the Executive Comtiittee and”one’ agreed upon by
:-both the member and the Executive, who shall be chairman.’ The recommendations of
the tribunal shall be final, L Qo £ i
87 The Commlttee also recognised in its reportithat' it may be necessary to
amend the Association 8 Constitution to effect ‘their recommendations,
9 Menbers of the Comnittee were Frank Hilly Fitzroy Nation, Terry Smith, Patrick
Smikle, Ewart Walters (who left the country in Sept. 1976)'and’Gedrge'ﬁee who
was co-opted ; . ¥
10. The meetlng decided that a review' of the Agsociation's Code of Ethics'
should be the first assignment, of the Board and that the' Constitution for the -
Board shoulu be formulated by the Executive Committee.
11: On the matter of the Trust Funds the Legal Adviser reported that the Trust
Deeds had not been located as a fire at the home of Mr, Clifton Neita had
destioyed these doguments which were being kept there. The legal Adviser is to
search for copies. of these documents at the titles office,
12. If no COplCS are found a living person who is aware of the conttents of the
documents will be approached to say what these are in an affidavit. The deeds |
would then be made and properly deposited. A full repért on the nrogress of
these arrangements is to be made at the next annual general meeting,
13. The legal adiviger also reported that the Association had $80,000in trust.
14. The meeting approved the follewing statement on government proposals to
put RJR in local hands:-
Statement
1".‘c‘he Press Association of Jamaica welcomes the recent announcement by
government of negotiations to remove the ownership and contro” of Radio Jamaica

Ltd. from foreign hands.
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We believe however that RJR's full potential in réflectiﬁg the interests of
the majority.of the people of Jamaica would not bé realised if through ité own-
ership, structure and organisation the station was to be controlled by a local
minority. ' : ' Tk '

It is our view that such a vital educational resource shculd be under the
control and reflect the interest of the majority of the pedple in Jamaica.

Local ownership would also end the outflow of foreign exchange from RJR for payments
of profits abroad. s '

The Association holds the view that RJR should Be ‘able to fulfiil its very
important, role as a means of social and educational upliftmeﬁt for thé people in
the country. It should also provide an opportunity for the wbrkérs at that
station to develop their creative abilitiesy technical skills and skills in
media administration . i . -

There would also need to be rationalisation of programming in such a
way that as well as providing entertainment RJR could provide educational
information on such areas as agriculture and health care and could complementlthe
JAMAL programme. : ‘ 7 |

The Press Associatiem through its Executive intends to meet ﬁith govern=-
ment to discuss concrete proposals on the ownership, contrsl and organisational
structure of RJR." .
15, The meeting passed a resolution that "PAJ protesrs thé highiy damaging and
dishonest article published by Newsweek magazine and that this protest be
released to local and overseas news media, the Newsweek Editorial Board
and the U.S. Ambassador in Jamaica. ' ‘

16, The meeting was ajourned.



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
PRESS ASSQCIATION OF JAMAICA
HELD ON AUGUST 9TH 1676.

The Annual Ceneral Meeting of the Press Association of

Jamaica was held at the Jamalca Public Service Company
Auditorium on MOnday, Oth August, 1676. - S g
Present were:

Eector Bernard, President (Chairman), MauricewMcRarlane,
Trevor Calame, Bill Carter, Gurney Becford,gleslie Burrell,
Pat Belinfanti, Pat Jones, Bill Haughtgh,\Jcanette Mowatt.,
Noel Heron, Cyrene Tomlinson, Beverlwywlewell. ©Clive Brvan
Jayne Campbell, Joy Scott, Ken Wildliams, Keith Swaby., F.N. Fox
I.B. McGeary, T.K. Whyte, EmgleygpP@arson, Charles Kinkead.
Phyllis Thomas, Clarence Brogie, Livingston McLaren, Tony
Fuller, Fitzroy Nation, {ess Thpmas, Frank Hill, Carl Wint,
Patrick Smi':le, Trevor Feanonf, Peter Mid-Wynter, Leroy
Thompson, Trevor Wilkinson, George Ruddock, Owen James,
Harris Dias, Angelanlkchér, Lolita Tracey, Veta Thomas,
Vincent Tullogh'hgAlomle Rowe, Audrey 'Wright. Wilton Dyer,
Canute James, C¥nthia Wilmot, Malcom Thompson, M.E. Fisher,
G. Tchamlesseo, St. J. Hamilton, Francisco Gonzales, Frrol Lee.
Margaret Lecense., Ken Jones, Fopeton Dunn., Earl Witter,
Elaine Wallace, Terry Smith. Norma Soas, Ewart Walters, J.C.
Proute, Claire Forrester, Neville Tcyvloy. Joseph Perkins.
H.G. Samuels, Leroy Brown, Trevor McFarlane, Doreen Brown,
Carol Lawes, Calvin Bowen, Charles Balfour, Joseph McPherson,
Victor Bailey, Howard Brandt, Sylvia Lee, Percy Miller, and
Errol Gibbs.

Apologies for absence were tendered on behalf of ™
Sealy., Richard Ashenheim, Clifton Neita, Xathleen Tohnson
and Gloria Maragh.

£32
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The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 22nd
January., 1975. having been circulated,were taken as read,
anc¢ were confirmed and seconded on the motion of Messrs
J.C. Proute and William Haughton respectively.

MATTERS ARISING

1. Professional status of Journalists - A Committee of five

(5) was named to consider the proposal and make its recommen-
dations at a special general meeting which is to be called
within ninety (90) days of the annual general meeting
MEMBERS. OF THE COMMITTEE ARE:

Mr. Frank Hill

Mr. Terry Smith

Mr. Ewart Walters

Mr. Patrick Smikle

Mr. Fitzroy Nation

2. CARIBBEAN PRESS COUNCIL -

In reply to a aquestion from™Mri, J.C. Proute regarding the
Associations stand on the mattér of the council, the president
Mr. Hector Bernard stated ®hat the executive had not changed
its views.

The Executliv&“still Telt that the gruyneil could do no
more than comment, on the state of the press in member
countries, and that there would be no practical advantage
to the pr.qy #ssgeiation of Jamaica becoming a member.

The Secretarv's report was adopted on a motion by
_Mr. Frank Hill, secconded by Mr. I.B. McGreary.

The attention of the meeting was brought to the fact that

a tape recorder was being used. The person using the record-
er was not officially representing any of the News Media,
and was reqgquested to turn off the recorder.

Following the address bv the President Mr. Bernard,
the meeting placed on record its appreciation for his service.

TREASURER"S REFORT*
The report was read by the treasurer, Mr, Maurice McFarlane,

and adopted on a motion by Mrs. Cynthia Wilmot seconded by
Mr. Victor Bailey.
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Miss Elaine Wallace brought to the attention of the meeting
& document under the heading "Private Sector Orpanization of
m

ai
A:m

na cg; which had the Press Association of Jamaica listed as <

’ ;%hc following resolution which was pronosad hy
Mr. Pat Bellinfanti and s=conded by Mr, Pat Smikle, was
adopted. ‘'Whereas it has heen brought to the attention of this
meeting that adocument headed Private Sector Organization of
Jamaica Election Ballot for Member Associationg! Renresent-
tatives to Council, which lists a member of organizations
including the Press Association of Jamaicaf amd whereas it mayv
be misleading to persons coming in poss€ssién of that
document or organization, and whereas,somesindividual members
of the Association have been circulsted By the PSOJ. Be it
resolved that the Press Associationfof Jamaica deny any involve-
ment in or intention of involvement through membership in the
Private Sector OrganizatienNof Yamaica.
The election of officersfréfulted as follows:
President -Canutepinmes
1st Vice Presideng N\ Ben Frodie
2nd Vice President George Lee
Secretary » Xen Chaplain
Assistant Seerefapv Elaine Wallace
' Treasurer Willianm Hauphton lon. Legal Adviser Earl Witter.
The four "&dditional members of the Exccutive Committee
elected were Terry Smith, Errol Lee. Fitzrov Nation. and
Patrick Smikle.
The special general meeting will also deal with the
following:
(1) Amendments to the Constitution.
(2) Amendments to Press Club's rules.
(3) Application to Latin American Federation of Journalists.
Memo being no further business the meeting ajiourned.



23rd January, 1963,

Mr. Trevor L. A, Bleke,
84 Mountain View Avenue,
Kingston 2,

Dear Nr, Bleke,

Thank you for you-+létter of
Januery 7 conteining youxr ideas about
forming & junior journelist club, I
think your best course of action would
be to write to the~Secretary of the
Jamaica Press Association setting out
your proposal\.exactly as you set them
out to me, ¢ Hewwill then put these
before the ‘executive committee of the
Press Assoedetion and I am certain
thet something useful will emerge from
that, The Secretery of the Jemsica
Press Associetion is Mr, Ken Chaplin
and his address isi=

Cﬁ Government Public Relations
- Office,
124 Eest Street,
Kingston,

Yours sincerely,

< g
PA/ul, PeteY Abrahems,
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Jamaica £ /Qred:j ./4550C£.ati0n

Spotlight Newsmag:ozine,
95 Harbour St., Kingston.

OFFICERS: —

T. E. SBEALY, C.B.E, J.P,
President

REV. G. F. HEFFERNAN, S.J.,

1st. Vice-President -
CLIFTON NEITA, The Ed itor,

2nd. Vice-President West Indian Economist,
KEN CHAPLIN, 164 Harbour St.,
Secretary Kings ton.
V. G. BAILEY,
Treasurer De ar S ir :
VAN SHEWMAN-REID,
s The Jamaica Press Association has been asked

by National Sports to assist in the allocation of seats
tc Press & Radio for the purpose of woverin. the Central
American and Caribbean Games in August.

National Sports wishes _to“know what is the
maximum number of badges your orgapigation will require
for covering the Games on any onelogCasion as well as
the maximum number of axxredidied“rerorters and/or photo-
graphers you will have attepding.

The availableqaspagé is strictly for working
Jourmalists. This megns=that only those Press & Radio
representatives actually assigned ‘or coverage will be
accommodated.

Howeverm, f£6r purposes of flexibility, you may
request accreditation for a number of representatives
over and above the number which will be assigned at any

given timés

dherefore National Sports is asking us to get
from youm organizatior (i) the number of representatives
you will nheed to cover the events from day to dav =nd (ii)
the to%a®l number of your staff who will be engaged in
covering thé events from begining to end.

National Sports is prepared to aecept accredi-
tation for (ii) and will issue badges for (i). Thus. it
-will be in the publishers own interest to ensure t hat
badges are given to those members of their staff for
coverage on any particular day.

Please let us know your requirement immediately
so that we can make our recommendations to National Sports,

Sincerely yours,

i

Secre tary.



Jamaica Press Association,
c/o Spotlight,

95 Harbour Street,
Kingston.

June 8, 1962,

Dear Member:

Hebe Spraull, a free lance journalist from Britain,
will give a talk on the British Press to members of the Association

and Club and their guests at the Junior Iibrary, Tom Redcam Drive,
on Monday, July 16, beginning at 8 p.m.

She ig .coming to Jamaica on a lecture tour sponsored
jointly by the British Council and the Jamaica Social Welfare
Commission.

The talk by her is being arranged by the Press
Association,

Please be on time.

Sincerely yours

. Lt A '/
Ken Chaplin
Secretarye.

i o f'»*& e



The Jamaica Press Association,
C/0 Spotlight Newsmagazine,

95 Harbour Street,

KINGSTON.

June 6, 1962.

Dear Member,

Notice is hereby given that Annual Meeting of the
Jamaica Press Association will be held in the ILecture Hall of the
Institute of Jamaica (Bast and Tower Streets) on Monday, July 23,
1962, beginning at 4.30 p.m. for the purpose of receiving the
Annual Reports of the Secretary and Treasurer, electing new
Officers and dealing with any other business pertaining to the
Association generally.

Your attention:is drawn to Section 8 (Paragraph 4)
of the revised constitution (1955 ):-

"Subscription feec shall become due on the first day of
July each year, Members whose subscriptions have not been paid
within 60 days after.the due date shall be deemed and declared non-
financial and shall be ineligible to receive the benefits or to be
accorded the privileges of this Association",

/
P

Y Fy

e A L . i
et e Sl ,Pﬂz‘

Ken Chaplin,
Secretary.
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