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AT 37, Fdgar (Junior),

Pouchet ‘has given 20
years of his life to pan.

But he’s had to get out

of Trinidad to live off
his music. That’s how
come Junior, back home
for Carnival, is nowbeat-
ing pan in
Disneyland.

“I remember getﬁ:g a
pan from my parents on
my 13th birthday’’ Junior
was saying

era, when the average
Trinidad family looked

.~ Bermuda, working

bdngexposedt&plduf
top artistes and it gave

- me a feeling about what
‘steelband could be.”’

He spent two years in-
that

~ nightelub every hight and

' coming home for Christmas
- and Carnival to be withhis
wife and family. But pan
remained, as Junior putit,

Florida®s

I

last Week. A
t“Well you know, in that

down on steelbandsmen,

the Principal of StMary'ﬁ;;,:
College ‘‘threatening to

expel boys for beating pan.
“Byut he can say with
quiet pride: ‘Ten years:
later we went back to St

Mary’s to beat pan at a ‘|

school conce:

Reorganising

The band was Silver

Stars, a Newtown pan side

that originated around1950

and which Junior, pan
beater andarranger that
he was and is, captained
from 1954, This year he’s
still with Silver Stars,
reorganising the band for
Carnival *74,

“Silver Stars. is my
life’s work’ Junior says,

B

1 gave up everything else R

for it. And I can say now
that 1 haven’t regretted
it but that’s because [
¢ an beat pan pro-
fessionally.”’

smepuibior was a Grade 11
clerk earning $270 a
month down on the docks
when in 1968 somebody
came around looking for
a pan side to take up a
contract in Bermuda. “1
tcld the fellar I’d try and
see if I could raise some
panmen after Carnival”
Junior remembers. ‘“But
then I started thinking
about it.”

Stints

He  had travelled, play-
ing pan professionally, on
short stintsbefore.In 1964
Junjor went on a six-week
tour in the United States
with what was then the
National Steelband (panmen
drawn for each band
making up this side). Two
years later, Junior went
to Surinam on s two-week
¢#coaching®” (rip to the
E s s 0o Steelband in
Paramaribo,

Then in 1967, Silver Stars
and their captain went on
a three-week tour of the
Caribbean, touching places
like Puerto Rico and the
U,S, Virgin Islands,

Thinking  more about
that Bermuda offer, Junior
decided togo. AndinMarch
1968, as the pans went
silent for Carnival, he
signed a contract to beat
pan in awnightclub in Ber-

muda, That was t he
beginning of Pouchet’s
exodus.

““Bermuda was my first
effort at playing
professional pan®’ Junior
says, ‘‘It was there really
that T got

the taste of ’

“*something we did at Car-
nival and on weekends.’’
Junior Pouchett wasn’t
satisfied with that.

So in March 1970 he went

‘to New York and formed a
 new ~ group, drawing on

ex-Silver Stars members

~ from Newtown who were
_ resident in  the States.

 there that the
attracted attentionfrom the

“We were active in the

New® York area’’ he says

“for about eight months.

Then I got a call from Los

. Angeles and T took the band
out there and we got

different contracts.”

.ﬁ.ﬁ",*‘i nir{ﬁ:ﬁne in

Los Angeles. And it was

Disneyland Corporation,
The band did an audition
for Disney and landed a
contract to play at the
Corporation’s new
(US$400 million) complex
in Orlando, Florida.
wmummm
h.in tllt h eﬂﬂ mvcdl

-~ band

mrse.rnﬁhemrigimlm
new, But it’s a continuing
‘story — and it’s still poig-
nant enoughto produce lines
like m ‘being sung by

this year: ‘“The
mm move up but the

And for what? For a few
dollars more. That Pano-
rama prize ($2,000 this }
year, up from $1,500 last
year) is all there is,””
For Carnival, he mw, ;



