JERRY JEMMOTT

IT WAS like any other prac-
tice night at the All Stars pa-
nyard on Duke Street last Wed-
nesday.

In the far corner, a gronp of
members carved out their inter-
pretation of Scrunter’s “Woman
on the Bass,” negotiating in the
process for acoustic space with
Barry White’s “Love  Theme”
which was being worked on by
another “section somewhere
closer to the middle of the yard.

Resignation Of Six

The scenario bore no evidence that the
20-year relationship between the band
and its former sponsors, Catelli Trinidad
Limited, had been sharply severed
amidst resignation of six of the band’s
leading members — music director
Jerry Jemmott, arranger Leon
“Smooth” ' Edwards, secretary/trea-
surer Barbara Critchlow-Shaw, John
“Poison” Douglas, Anthony Guy and
Bunny Wells — only days before.

Signals that something was wrong
came during the Carnival celebrations
after All Stars finiched a disappointing
seventh in this year’s National Panor-
ama Competition.

Speculation that “Smooth” Edwards,
the long-serving arranger, had walked
out on the band was hotly debated in the
post-Carnival period.

Years Of Service

“Smooth” has remained tightlipped
over the events, as have many other All
Stars playerb who look upon the chain of
events as a “family squabble” and inci-
dents which the public have no right to
get involved in.

But Jemmott, whose years of service
with the band has spanned its entire
sponsorship and whose sense of discip-
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TOOK OVER -

line has been a Stabilising force in the
band’s record-breaking four victories in
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“This is not something which hap-
pened for Carmval It was much more
than that,” he explained.

A Real Gentleman

“When a Musical Director goes in
front of a band, he sees and feels every-
thing. lfamnnwmks it comes out and
somehwmebodylanguagewas_;ustmt

gone too far.
ﬂ;:vemm;thdmgmmmw of
thebandtsﬂlatmmwmtedm
“ltwasﬂ)eywhowrotemthespmsors
about problems within the band and af-

ter two meetings, one gets the impress-
mnmatwhﬂemenewmanagﬂnanwas
all for reconciliation, the r&ngned
had already made their decision.”
Telemaque admits that there was a
in amount of i

certain indiscipline creeping
into the band but it’s not to the extent
which people have been making it out to

be.
“You can’t blame any particular party

..but says management

there. There was this “hate thing” com-

out from among the membership.
1n§The atm for Carnival was
changed and respect which was an

mtegralpart the band was no longer

Jemmott feels that the wealm&ss in
the leadership of the band was largely
Wble t‘orthe breakdown in discip-

e.

“The captain of the band is a very nice
person, a real geutleman but it
comes to leading, he is weak.”

He pointed out that the band would
continue to be a force in the steelband
world because it was an established in-
stitution.

“I would hate to think that the band

would simply disentegrate into
afterall the years of work it took to build

"It would look like if all my efforts
were selfish if this was to happen.”

He said what All Stars needed was
guidance. “Everything needs guidance,
Government, homes, people. The band
needs a level- headed to take it
through its present problems.”

But present management member
Clive Telemaque, who is also All Stars
vice-captain, thinks that things have

- ALLSS mebers going thrdlgh their paces.

for the problems. I think it was a basic
lack of communication.”

He spoke of the sessions for Panorama
when the not to be
getting the best from players.

“If the arranger is
something it is only namral
cmtftmcmnatyour

“The band’s view was that nodﬂng
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“The arranger probably was not satis-
ﬁedthhthema:&n:;mwmarﬂlebantg
att to get message across
mmmxghthavebemmasdm-
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to that
bemguwdbymem he said: “I have
been here for 16 years and I can’t point
fingers at any one member who is on

"Ifymlookatthepmymﬂ will
seeawﬂewmplacewtmeaﬁmds

e come.

we see someone going into the far
emmwecan'tstophlm,butweenmm
that our members are told in no uncer-
tahnmnnerthattheyhaveadutytome
bandandthatdmgsmout

agreed that the with-

drawalofspmsordupwasablgblowto

druga was

We have to what happened
% . handpmls much bigger than

an

said that some members
of the were in fact saying that the
decision of the six resigned members
was good for the band.

Given The Best

“They feel that for an organisation to
be good, there must be differences of
opinion and one can’t agree with what a
mmontysaysatallmna
“If criticism is constructive, then
someone has to look at it.”

member: We will survive

the band “but All Stars is not a fly-by
night operation.”
“Itlsanmﬁ:lnmnmmidmﬂlg
it from ctioning. I think
m understands e

l}gmhlp
ha[ma:ed. Telemaque said.

“We can’t say for surethatnomember |~
would leave but the majority are behind
the management and are all ready to put
mwhateverem'alsnecﬁsarytomam
taion our standards.”

He said the band had already started
negotiations with new arrangers but it
was ture to announce who these

e were.
is festival is of vital importance to

He promised that whoever took over
the arranging and Musical Director role
of the band would be given the best.

“We have the best players, the best
eqmpmentandwhoevermmesheremu
beguamntwdofhavmgmebost. It’s

be ing towards a number of fund-
raising e to revert to a sound finan-
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