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& major milestone marking the beerth anniversary of

the W Film Programme was its showease svent,

the inawgural World Festival of Emerging Cinema in
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Developing Caribbean film culture

LUWI Film Prog

The L'WIFilm Pro-
gramme, which cur-
rently offers the only
stand-alone fllm de-
grees in Film Produc-
thomand Film Studies,
in the Eastern Carib-
bean, i readying for
fts second decade of
production.

Insugurated in 2006,
the programme has been
instrusnental indevelop-
Ing Caribbean aesthetics,
visial and media culture,
and B merturing 4 tdent -
ed cohort of emerging
regional filmmakers. At
atime whenthe Human-
ithesand Arts worldwide
are fighting for survival
and economic recession
in T&T is restricting di-
versification, the Film
Programme has proved
itself a highly prodoc-
tiwe, adaptable flagship
far innovative education,
Injecting energy intothe
region's cultural indus-
trigs.

The programme ex-

mme embz

Film students attach a microphons to Machel Montano for 2 documentary.

plained its structure in
arecent press release bo
the Guardian, It said over
the three-year degree,
beyond core production
courses ke directing,
editing, cinematography,
sereermwriting and sound
producing, students are
guided to develop inter-
pretive and production

skills. This mvolves an
understanding of so-
cho-cultural and histos-
beall dymambes, as well as
the relationship between
film and liferary genrnes
and ather art forms, 1ike
music, Courses also in-
clude Film, Literature
and Drama, which, with

its focus on adaplation,
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1 Racquel Lall

| Rajendra 0. Bal
2 | Hudson Hinds

3 | Peter Ford

5 | Hubsart Holder
& | Wayne John
7 | Stephen Oriega
B | Louis Me Mayo

Livingatan

10 | Ephrasrn Judeson
Garand Gormandy

11 | Roger Rouseau

12 | Errol Holder

13 | Jamal Palers

4 | Ronald Joel Brown

ICET

] Last Known Address

& Boundary Road, Aranguaz
beoalal

| &5 Gi
wal

528 Comer Rushworh & Drayion Strests,
San Femando OR
12 Happy Hill Drive, Vistabaila,

San Femando.

| #34 Johnshaw Avenue, Beckles Lana,

Asima

|54 Firefly Crescent, La Horguelta, Aima |
| Lp 142 La Retreat Road, Anma

| 1 All Hosein Lane, Matabar Road, Arma

| Lp 82 Upper De Gannes Street, Mausica

Lands, Arima

@ | Marlon Snaley & Natasha | #13 Mucurapa Road, St James
ﬁEaSIEn’I Blain Rioad, Arsuca

| Shaker'a Place, B4-B8 Moriroas Mar Road,

Hospedalas, Machada Monbrase, Chaguanas

| #32 Victoria Square, Port of Spain

| 58 Duncan Street Apt J Port of Spain

| Jamal Peters, Scarborcugh, Tobago
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has stimulated former
and eurrent shadents to
engage with regional and
local literature, bringing
classic and contemporary
bexts 1o the screen.

The eaperly awalted
featuare film adaptation of
Michael Anthomy's ¢las-
sic coming -of -age novel
Green Days By the River,
niow Tearing completion,
isa prime example of the
Film Programmes po-
tential and benefits. [i-
recled and produoced by
former students Michael
Maoolesdhar and Chris-
tian James, Green Days
highlights an integral as-
pect of the prog ramme's
rationale: ensuring
Caribbsean realities and
ESwes are represented
in an increasingly glo-
balized media dominabed
by Halhypwood.

Of all the wark by
past  students, per-
haps the best known is
Roger Alexis' Santana,
the chariematic Trinl
puppet with many fod-
Lowers worldwide, Also
popular are Mick Attin
ffor his three featunes
=Litthe Boy Blue, Es-
cape From Babylon and
Tomb) and scholarship
winner Stephen Taylor
for his Buck—The Man
Spirit festure. Current
student Amir Aliis a 2006
UM avwaard winmer in the
documentary category
and a TTFF 2016 short
winner. Motable alumnl
include TV personality
Francesca Hawlking and
actor Michael Cherrie.

Since its inception,

on exciting second decade

the Film Frogramme
has produced muany shord
amd feature -lengthdoc-
umentary and narrative
filmg, consistently gar-
nering awards bocally, re-
gionally and internation-
ally. Student and abarnni
films have screened at
The T&T Film Festhal,
the Belize Internation-
al Film Festival and the
Partobella Film Festhal.

The programme's di-
verse facally comprises
filmmakers, researchers
amd academics headed by
Yo Rafmesas, the Car-
ibbean’s first laureate in
Arts and Letters in the
inaugural Anthomy N
Sabyia Cardbbean Awards
for Excellance (200},

The  Programme's
puarpose-built  Ecili-
ty opened in z014. Its
cavernous  studio s
hiast venue for such film
events as the T&T Film
Festival, Green Screen
Trinddad, Bocss CineLit,
the Africa Woeld Docuo-
mentary Festival, Afrbea
Film T&T festival and
the Inedian Cine Club—a
typlcally freeand openio
the public.

A major  milestone
marking the tenth anni-
versary of the programme
was s showcase event,
the inaogural World
Festival of Emerging
Cinema. In May 2016,
over four days, 192 films
from 52 countries were
screerwed At Bts  cus-
lom-designed, state-of -
the - art base in Carmody
Sreet, 5t Augustine.

The programme also
provides production ser-
wviedd via fe film unll, 2
source for professional
exposure for the Pro-
gramme's students. Re-
cent productions have
included human rights
commercials for the Eo-
ropean Union and BBC #
Eritish Council Shake-
speare in the Caribbean.

Ready for plenty mone
actioninthe coming dec-
ade, the [METFilm Pro-
Erarmime continues to he
guided by its mission,
whichif, o conlribulela
thee growithiod Caribbean
film industries, to fos-
11 a distinet Caribbean
film culture and develop

awareness of the region.

The [T Filrn Programme
PED? oy Stredt
Urniversity of the West indles

St Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago
Tok 1(868) 663 2002 Exts: 82727, 82725
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