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This study determined the predictive validity of C X C 

chemistry for performance at G C E A-level chemistry for students 

who attended seven-year, single sex, traditional schools in 

Port of Spain, Trinidad, by the use of correlation coefficients. 

The data which were available from both examinations consisted 

of grades which were converted to numbers as ranks. The most 

appropriate correlation coefficient for this ordinal data was 

Kendall's tau CO . The correlation which was obtained in this 

study was .43. This means that there was a modest relationship 

between the performance in the predictor measure (C X C chemistry) 

and the criterion measure (G C E A-level chemistry). It was 

also found through multiple regression that enquiry skills at 

C X C, accounted for most of the variance (27%) in the grade at 

G C E A-level chemistry. About 67% of the variance in 

performance at G C E A-level chemistry was not accounted for by 

past C X C chemistry performance. The data also produced 
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results which suggest that the males in the seven-year, 

traditional schools in Port of Spain perform significantly 

better than their female peers at C X C chemistry, but not at 

G C E A-level chemistry in which there was no significant 

difference between the groups. There was no significant 

difference in the performance of boys and girls at C X C 

chemistry practical examinations, but the females performed 

significantly better than the males at G C E A-level chemistry 

practicals. 


