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This could be
g identlcal in the case of the -’
steelband especially when
e ! one considers the remark
! 3 B of an American musician -
ever they have, but if the about the steelband: * X
-association sees it fit to @A great many sym-. .
*embark on the afore- ..phonic orchestras I have
2 mentioned tasks, this could heard. with conductors,:
‘be a.way of 5.0\“"3 this have played with far less .
_ culture threat. .. L quality to what lhaveheard/
It is time that peop e ; /ton[ghl"
chools: and EVERYBODY — regard:-
':Stop being a ste;ﬂ‘bandsdmetn 4 ::-
° musicians and not panmen.
Association’” and becomea . g;ade e oot
me that a good West Indian
artiste hastoberecognised
by foreigners first and his
countrymen last. He said:
‘The reason for this I

STATE MENT S
made by peopleé- in!
Trlnldad and, To-’

|

play K
* double interests-'and then
%+ the :same problem our

Encourage its members
ip - themselves ;. fo

unable - to . 'spend ‘six’.and tully satistied ‘with what-
seven * hours - practising:
bombs ‘or- what have:

In- ract ther b
present time,.the absence,,'
of -any compeutlon among

 particularly New, York‘ )
‘ogarded nu Lha L

o6

3 reatment will not be glven
‘ (] charges that the steel-
yvieband ' world -will be New
York and not Trinidad. played by bands up here is .
~“This is, to my mind, a : limited, .: “‘compared . with:.
! v rformances by bands in°

dangerous threat to our - “performan Yy "
1 “national- heritage, " if ths - < Trinidad, "which is much

+ " should happen.
+. My reason rorhoplngthat

« - something tangible be done -

{;vis-a-vis more encourage-

3 'ment and meaningfu!

s ition to the steelband & £
e:\?egnn:e:,e, is based on the “to transfer out cultuieinto -.

ot that ..two top. band- *. 2- foreign land is bound to
ieaders. s hare-;almost b
{dentlcal views onthis sul

World",; the range of music’

my
here {s what an American .
teeloand lover has to say
on the. subject, He Is Dr.: *
Nelson .Foote, Community.

: General Electric: !
.. “That rigorous compctl-
tion -is not. here in New,
York., It lsonlyin'h'imdad
“There- {5 o hopd for the
steelband ‘movement * here,
at Teast not now.”
Dr."Foote has"
opportunity . of'( * hearing .|
steelband music.ih Trin:
dad ‘-and - is - ass{stmg
. Despers up here and he'is.”

still. opposed to the idea of ;"
steelbands "leaving home

oy

any such move to bring the
steelband to New York will
: obviously have.serious o
4mayba adverse”effects’
. | .the country. .
/%, - Ellie> Mannette “was' the
[ flrft to forecast .that in
. about five years New York,
- Awill have some 500 steel-"
bands and he further adde:
““This ».will> mean the
ople who travel to Trini-
dad for Cainivalandtohear
the steelband will have itat and .migrating to the. U.S,"
helr doorsteps”’. ..He has ‘strong _(feelings
-4z The ‘vnext “optimistic " about Ellie Mannette. 5 1
“Vlower 'on the topic is the -
eadermanager " of West
dndlan Tobacco_ Gay Des-

wasting his time up here”’,

Seeing that: our steel-
) bandsmen may be tempted.
to_leave the country per-
manently and set foot on
foreign soll, the steelband
association *- should

"of Trinidad andTobago, but
3 "Qt the world’.:s =+ .+
.- i'He too is contldent,that
¢ “pan.will, be swinging up
i here In time to come’!

5 God
and his officers believe:
hey have done all they can
or the movement, but there
. are some more that must
_be done, such as:

fxtscomingtothaindlvlduals

whoever .venture into thi

‘culturally tragic field’”

Firstly, our steelbandsmen

, are mostly unemployedand

‘ as Rudolph sald: "Evory- 3
% ed v

to tha United States wil
“produce financial rewards,’
but it will not comewithout'
a’lowering in the standards"
of verformance.: .. .« +*
TS . definitely !he
scause enough is not
‘of the steelband in:
s part of the world thus
i+ affording - full-time . em
\ployment for- all at'. the
present moment. s
\ As a result of !hls, the




