INTRODUCTION

The importance of water in the physiology of farm animals
has been emphasised by various workers including Bonsma (1939),
Leitch and Thompson (1944), and French (1956). Within the last
10 to 15 years there has been a marked increase in the attention
paid to the ability of animals to withstand the high ambient
temperatures of tropical environments, This interest in heat
tolerance has been stimulated largely by the need for greater
production of animal products in the tropics and the fact that
unadapted temperate stock have often proved unsatisfactory under
these conditions, The part played by water in the thermoregula-
tory mechanisms of cattle is now widely appreciated and it is in

this light that water intake and excretion have come to the fore.



