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1. Weleome and introductions:

Dr. Grace Sirju-Charran chaired the meeting which started late due to the change of location. In her
welcome she apologized for this and for the absence of the community members, who were
inadvertently delayed. She advised that the meeting would end at about 1.00p.m. after which lunch
wotld be served. She informed the meeting that the CIDA project Fund co-ordinator would arrive

shortly.

She described the meeting as a milestone in the research, adding that in the previous week the
Centre had hosted a conference to present findings of the project and commented that some of those
present were also present at that conference. She welcomed the old and new faces and hoped that on
behaif of the Centre they would have a productive session. She felt that this meeting could be
described as a landmark, since it brought together the researchers, community and policy makers in
one forum to talk and formulate policies relevant to the specific needs of the Kernahan/Cascadoux

arca.

She ended by asking everyone to introduce themselves. (Appendix 1)



2. Background to the project and aims of the round table.
Dr. Reddock then gave 2 brief overview of the project (Appendix 2)

She bnefiy mtroduced the Centre and its’ mltiatlve touchmg on it’s regrorlal foundatmn The
"":Contre has’ always had an mter and ‘muki drscrphnary focus. As part of the Centre’s outreach
programmés ﬂns pro;ect was developed as a way of domg research ‘and mﬂuencmg change She
‘then mtroduced the ISLE’ orqect ‘which was also funded by CIDA and through \&hich ‘the project
was initially started. The Centre was first introduced to the community in 1997, when it ‘hosted the
first ISLE Gender Workshop in which professor Peter Bacon, who has been working in the Nariva
area for more than 20 years was mvolved The Nariva Swamp at this time was at the center of

x controversy and contestatron and thrs was identified as a useful site for the application of a gender

analysis in a case study.

In 1998 the Centre did a pﬂ{}t study in ‘the Kernaha.n/Cascadoux commumty and formally began
thrs pro;ect in Aprl‘ of 1999 The goa]s of the pro_]ect bemg )

O To empower‘rhe commumtles and women of the Nar1va swamp through a greater awareness of

)

iy the b]O physwal environment and therr reldtronshlpfknowledge of the natural resources;
0 i geherate researoh data that mcorporates a gendered analy51s into an mterdiscrphnary ﬁ‘ame

¢ To critically examine “the Scientific Method” to researeh and exploratron

The pmJect was _drv1ded mto three broad components to examine: 1) the blophyswal characterlstlc

of the Narlva swa.mp ?) ‘gendered power relatrons and govemance at the community and natlonal
1

- levels 3) gendered social relatrom economu., partemb and cultural traditions and practlces

Y]

occurnng wrthm anu af""ected by the netural €co system where these commumttes are Iocated
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The prrmary goal of the pro_}eet was to empower *he oommumty w1th partleular emphasrs on women
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through a greater awareness of the brophysrcal envuonment and theu' relatxonshrpﬂ(nowledge of the
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resource base Cruc1al to thrs research effort was the use of partrcrpatory methodologies whlch
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faicﬂltetled the Insfolvement of the oommumty in the collectlon and anﬂlysm ‘of information about

themselves Central to the eprstemologlcal ﬁamework was a cntlcal exarnmatron of the screntrﬁc
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approach to research and exploration of the means and possﬂnlmes for incorporating social,

historical, political and ECOHOIIU.C concerns into an ecolo glcal assess;nenlt

u‘,

i LR LS L o LIS ) 7 b e S PO Ly 8 S0P 9 ] 0 D R A

___Dr Reddock then dlscussed the techmques used to coﬂect the data, w_hjch ranged from be),ng
quantltatlve to quahta’uve in natu_re She_”then touched on the Pro;ect s mdlcators and outputs
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- mdlcatmg that some were achleved wlnle others were not ‘Emally, she ended her presentatlon by
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_ mtroducmg the research team (mcludmg Ihen' areas of trammg and expe::tlse) and the pro;ect co-
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_coordinators.
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3. 1mpact of pohcy mterventwns on. commumtles, lwehhoods and the Ecosystem* A

retrospective
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Nicola Cross briefly descrlbed the hlstory of development n the Kemahan and Cascadoux area. She
noted that the first se‘ctiers in the area in Ihe 1940 s were Jmen, who came lookmg for land to

Ylolga ) - 6.3
cultivate or to work on the coconut estales and war gardens These settlers were prlmanly Indo-

Trinidadian males and Hmdu The 1950’5 saw the mkhng of sub51stence farmm'g and the m;gra’uon
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of more males from the south of the 1sland .ln the 196(} s ,la,rge rice farmmg and cascadura fishing
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began This decade also saw the decla:anon of the Bush Bush area as a wildlife sanctuary and the
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migration of the first women to the area. .
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In the 1970’5 the area, was hlt by hurrlc_ane Alma, whlch eccordmg_ to the villagers was respohsible
.for mass deforesta‘uon1 of the area. Iﬁ timér decede thegovﬂem‘fnenlt I}.e.‘_},ltafgﬁ?fui. Hlf;:n'::é '?—c/]_:le:?é: :c‘lat
began in the 60’s. The Mmllstry of lffkg;nculture 111l§rod}§cerd the E)ETAIplanartd ‘]‘?acon et alc becran
their biologlcal survcy o_f tELeﬂ Nanva szlrfioxo: Th.l‘S ’anortant de:cad___e__.saw the formz_111 mxpretloh )of

entire families into the erea Government subsidies for rice producnon began in the 1980’s leading

to increased rlce productlon and human settlement. As a result the landscape of the area changed to
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Ifacﬂltate the large productlon of nl_ce arid v\‘refterrlme}oxr},\ whlch was })elc}orll}!n})gw an mcreajs‘lhgly popular
crop m the area Thjs era Sa;,fh{fé@al decrls:ralloh Joﬁ Bus‘hJ BUsh a? lalpl;jotllblfjiql-'aj‘é;;il rz)u:ad a
NEDECO summary of all reSEarch and develo‘;)nient!pTlraos for the I_Sarwa Uswah:tpj “The famﬂy
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m1é§atlon that began m ‘Ehe prev1ous decade Comlﬁl?c:lmw}ﬂ}; .fljlojt antri}ff F}{%Eir}t% coevegt&%to

Pentecostalism and the ﬁfst Centre for worship built- the Sai Baba temple.



The 1990’s was a very active and important period for the Nariva Swamp, which was placed on the

RAMSAR convention and MONTREAUX record. A national wetland committee and a 200-hectare

I “pliffer Zoné'were established. An Environmental Impact Assessment and management plans for the

' “Nariva swamp were developed’ in' the' latter part of this” period. * At the Kernahan/Cascadoux

community level, water tanks were located, ‘roads were upgraded, electricity introduced and

legalisation of land tenure began. Many NGQ’s began projects in the area.

Comments and Résponses |

“‘Many of those in attendance were very familiar with the ‘area and sought to provide very pertinent

clarifications, comments and questions concerning what was presented. The discussion began with
participants adding their views on the natural, social and cultural history of the Nariva swamp and
its” surrounding communities.| Dr. Carol James commented on the deforestation in the swamp,
attributing it in part to the Ministry of Agriculture’s provision that allowed farmers to harvest timber
for matchwood production in the 1970’s and 1980’s. While Ms. Sylvia Kacal noted that the area

once housed a vibrant Amerindian village and was known as a hunting and gaming reserve. She

,also added that the. first recorded conservationist activity occurred in 1765.
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Key points were raised concerning the gender differences in the use of resources for daily living and

on a seasonal basis, as well as environmental health issues and the use of the area in vaccine trials.

The Team responded to the questions and comments by providing details of the gender differences

. 111 the allocatlon a,nd ‘use of resources. They also noted that this as well as other factors such as

space and personal development was weIl d{)cumented in the final prOJect report. They justified
their start date for the historical survey and mfmmed the gathering that issues of state policy and

governance would be dealt with in a subsequent presentation.



- 4. Summary of Findings and Related Policy Issues and Implications.
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The -summary of the research. ﬁndmgs Was, presented based: on the three: components. of the project:

, bio-diversity, governance,.and gocio-economic, the main findings;in these categories were presented

-and some of the main points presented are,as follows: ;.- | e syuer e fovaf wlinsmos
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Gender Analysis of Natural Resource Use in Kemahan and Cascadoux:

¢ It was revealed that men in the community have a close relationship_ and interact directly
with the environment.

.- Women because of their lower-spatial mobility and domestic responsibilities tend {ohave
less interaction with the biophysical.envitonment. . 7., = 5 oo s Laciasitivie

e Environmental knowledge is not passed on.from the elders to the: younger generation »i+1:q

e Earning a livelihood takes precedence over environmental protection.: 45 »r - i1

e . Land use may be affected by the legality of tenure. /. " ¢sainild ols i die, 2l 1 gnituds

e Electrification of the 'village has begun, leading to'an influx of people This‘may have a
negative impact on'the environthent  ~ " % 3o i caihios e ety oo e

e Villagers want improved collaboration with governmental organisations-with respect o éco-
tourism projects, environmental management etc.

e RAMSAR has contributed to'improved énvironmental awarénéss in the community vd (%

e Access to natural resources'is gendered -7 HunLION B Bk A B3 2 w60 IBnGeEST E

e Definite gender roles ex;st with respect to agrlcultural practlces recreation and perceptlons

“of safe and appropriate places for men and Women:~ ~C17F5E s 1108 Sulntens s

e Participation in commumty actmtles is hrmfed by livelihood' practlées partlculzlirly SO for
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women who have the dbuble productlve and Teproductive fole. 2 :
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Gender Analysis of State Policy and Governance in Kernahan and Cascadoux:

Decision-making

e Decision making in the household is directly related to the different roles men and women

have in the household.

* Men are responsible for financial, work-related, recreational and socialising

matters. They control the decision making for high cash crops.

* Females on the other hand make decisions related to childcare, family

welfare and fending livestock. Women make the decisions for lower cash

Crops.

e Decision making in shared households are related to access to and control of resources. The

final decision lies in the hands of the patriarch or matriarch of the family.

e Community decision—makihg is restricted to the groups within the community (village

council, religious groups, community interest groups etc). The following dynamics were

revealed:

= Primarily males control these groups

=  There is an unequal distribution of power and influence among males and

females in these groups

= The village council is the most significant group to impact on the community,

but it is by no means the final representative of the community

=  The religious groups in the village are internally organised by women but

externally controlled by men.

Community participation:
There is a low level of community participation, which can be attributed to:
= Projects being externally developed
- Selective participation by‘external stakeholders
= Conlflicting interest groups
=  Gate keeping
= Bad past experiences

» The expectation of immediate results



Gender roles:

Definite gender differentiation exists with respect to the control of resources, labour, space, use of

the natural eco-system and livelihoods.

HT 2T Sk

External intervention:

1

Many projects are going on in the area. Most of these were developed by state agencies and non-
governmental organisations. Often there is no collaboration among these organisations, which leads
8 Thedl Vs & S

to duplication and waste of resources.
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Socio-Economic, Cultural and Gender Analysis of Kernahan énd Cascadoux:

i E t . - ."_L:_— _,"7
e Villagers with higher levels of education have access to more livelihood options than those

who are less educated.

F LN

e Middle-income farmers do not consider educatio‘n‘é priq_ri}y for their children. The whole
issue of education is taken more seriously by. tI;e most wealthy in the village, Afro-
Trinidadians and ‘dougla’ households . _

e  Women have less employment opportunities t}}a}r}] men I\iv.it,};___;slimjlar skills

e Access to credit is limited S G b ",-._)f:-.

¢ Women and the poor rely heavily on netwo_rké,;W-qmlenj,'g\-.lpractical, but not the strategic
gender needs are met by social networks

e The majority of conflicts that arise in the community are left unresolved

* There exist many gendered sanctions and cultural norms. in the. community that give rise to;
reproductive control being considered womqnfs_lbgsings_;s,,%girls marrying at an early age and
women being isolated physically and socially,and living with domestic violence.
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5. Discussion and Clarifications:

Questions were posed concerning the transfer of knowledge between the generations, the quality
and access to resources by the different sexes, the reasons for the discrepancies in the population of
‘male and females in the two communities, reasons for migration into and out of the villages and

\'ownership of the research.

'The team responded that the younger generation is more aware of the environment and asks more
“questions. It was suggested that the two groups get together to discuss issues as a means of
transferring knowledge. In terms of the difference in the access and control of resources between
the sexes, men have greater control to these resources than women. Men can leave the community
to work outside while women’s only avenue to leave the community is through marriage to persons

““who live outside the communities.

"The population discrepancies among the sexes in the communities occasioned a very lively
discussion. Where it was suggested that this might be because the females marry out, the existence
of marijuana plantations and more male babies are being born. Dr. Reddock noted that historically
there has tended to be a larger percentage of females in the towns in Trinidad, where women would

“"go in search of demestic type work. The participants suggested that this issue could be an important

“geridér based topic for further research.

“A discussion then ensued on the existence of internal, historical, familial and social conflict within a

: community. Ms. Lall of the EMA felt it was important to look at these when mapping social

“'relations since it can have a very negative effect when using participatory research methods adding

“~that conflicts are important to social relations. She believed that understanding these dynamics
‘could greatly help future prejects and research initiatives. Ms. Gabrielle Hosein from the research

““teartt’ stressed rthat in the mapping cxercise of social relations in the community, relationships

“Ibetween Community members, households and networks ‘were shown. Such conflicts can lead to

“inacturate information flows in focus groups discussions. It is important that meetings etc be held in
neutral territory. Ms. Hosein noted that inter-household conflicts occur because of alcoholism,
violence, baby-sitting services, gossip, sexual relations among the youth, lack of mobility, lack of

¥ iﬁfb-ﬁ'ér.‘-ilj‘c{Uhdhries"ﬁifh ‘respecy - tol nd etes*Ms. Kacal hdded that' cutside intervention ‘that
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concentrates on conservation-minded individuals might have the adverse effect of actually

polarising the society and thus increasing conflict. . . . -, i e P og g

Migration. wasanother topic, which_ occasioned a- lively: debate. Out.migration: was' compared
between both communities, where it was revealed that residents allow their. children to-stay- with
relatives who live in other towns to experience life outside. However, such internal fanuha] support
does not exist in Cascadoux. Both men and women have d1fferent experiences with- mlgratlon Men
migrate to. develop their skills, in areas such as weldmg, auto-mechanics ete. While women. mIgrate

for low-income jobs o rwpmte s Bele i i T BT i ks ¢
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A clarification was made concerning the influx of people into the aliea due to the recent
clectrification programme. It was said that the people coming into the area are not new but. were just
residing with family outside the area. These people are now returning to live since the community is
acquiring better infrastructure. It was suggested that residents  feel. threatened by- external
intervention, a threat that may decrease when they acquire Jand tenure. As such, both infrastructure

and land tenure affect what residents may farm.. R Y TN T L R TR T
Mr. Laydoo of UNDP GEF small grant programme commented that a wtal critical component was
missing from the presentation that is the context for the gendered case study. He. asked,klfdthe
community is one as defined in the classical sense or is it a conglomerate of family based units,
what are the characteristics of the community that distinguishes it from other.communities and if the
- same study was to be done in another community would the findings be the same or different and
why. The head of the Centre assured the representative that: the-larger context of;the study was
provided in the final published project results and added that the researchers were asked to pull out
‘certain key issues for policy recommendation.’ A team member responded, that the area could, be
- seen as a unique community dominated by a few family systems. It is a swamp-community, that has
been impacted on by several pieces of legislation and historically, has -e;;pggiegc_e,ql,. emigration.from
-several other communities: It was added that the:people; see. themselves as;g community.at different

times. = s i gl blofen b agrit AT Batdl ooaeokt AR AR avinas
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5 Ms. Dequue of the CIDA. Gender Equuyfundt saw:research in general as; bpmg Yery,, Jr;'npa;'j‘an{ in
helping policy-makers grapple with participation and ensuring that people’s lives are truly
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represented in policy which can be carried forward to change their lives. Additionally it was pointed
out that this research, using gender analysis within a context of participatory approaches is highly
duplicable. The methodology used was able to pull out many truths, which may otherwise have

been lost. What is needed now is other studies like this to be done in other communities.

‘Ms. Durbal explained her finding that RAMSAR had increased environmental awareness in the
- community by detailing the numerous employment positions that were awarded to residents through
the Ministry of Agriculture because of the convention, namely that of fire wardens. honorary game
wardens etc. Such positions had increased the environmental consciousness of the community. She
added that because of this thrust, other NGO’s were able to build viable projects. As such, the
communities are now beginning to see themselves as custodians of a valuable entity, and through
the ‘efforts of researchers in the communities are beginning to appreciate the importance of the

wetland and of their role as its keepers and protectors.

Ms. Lall made the final point on the intervention of different groups in the area. Most of the groups
conducting projects in the area do no take the time to explain their projects to the residents. Most of
the residents are unaware of the group’s presence and of the reasons for their presence in the
; community. As such, intervening groups need to be aware of the gatekeepers in the community and

.+ to keep them constantly informed of their activities.

~ i1 51

.. 6. Presentation of Policy issues and Implications emanating from the Study

The presentation began with a brief mention of the stakeholders present in the community and their
roles (Appendix 3). Mr. Rishi Basdeo then discussed the group dynamics in the village explaining
.that such groups can be classified as f:);'ma] or informal groups, which can be either internal or
cexternal (Appendix 3), The influence of the community on decision making as well as the
governance of groups was shown through the use of diagrams (Appendix 4). Following this the key
.pro:blﬁeuﬁs of fhe éo@unity as idle;nfz_iﬁed by the community itself were presented. These were poor
..;-_roé_,(is, pr,ae:dial larcemyl,l }_gc_k of fman%:iﬁl support, Iunemployment, wet season flooding, absence of

. fishing permit to fish in the sanctuary. destruction of the area by fires set by hunters, inadequate

10



transportatlon overﬁshmg by outsuders lack of a school within the commumty and no. pipe. borne

Pater: e NSl TRt 0 Y B R R D R P

fi H3b e 3 I *5yad B [a2y Tl e

He clarified the ‘point’ about lack of financial support by statirg that older members of the
community see such support coming from the government. He stressed that the fire wardens in the
community are afraid of the older men in the village and cannot implement what they were trainkd
to do properly. He added that there were women fire wardetis, however there existed 2 gendered

4 y

division of labour between what is done by male and fémale fire wardens. " . 0 ST i
Solutions to these problems identified by the ‘comfnutrity” were: establishment ‘of ‘windbreaks,
training and educating people on the proper :managemeﬂt of the resources, addressing the literacy
problem, providing agricultural training, building community spirit and increasing the number .of
honorary game wardens in the village and the extent of their power. The presenters explained that
the community sees the wind belt as affecting their livelihood. In terms of education, literacy and
skills training were identified together ‘with envuoramental education" as being" important.
Agricultural training for crop and livestock operations was stressed.

Ms. Hosein added that networking, training and slu"ppoi't were other key areas with serious policy
implications. Training was important in the creation of alternative employment,”suth‘as in craft,
eco-tourism and livestock rearing. For such training to be successful, extended support towards the
establishment of micro-enterprises is important. There was also a need for capacity building,
leadership training, increasing access to information and gender’ sensitisation. In terms of gender
sensitisation, personal empowerment programmes are needed in order to raise awareness and

I R T (L

encourage equity in household decision-making.

Mr. Basdeo felt that another important issué was thé neéd for the stakeholders in'the commumty to
“'collaborate. The different’ pro_]ects ‘of thése' stakeholders are‘“t}e{ehjhfr the dvdilable Testuress of
time, 'finances etc. while not yre‘idmg any berefits towards 1m]$r6\'/'1hg the'liveliliood of the people

Recently however theré have beer some projéts that are atterﬁptmg o bridge the' gap namely the
duck-rearing proszramme tmplemented by ‘the’ MALUMAR" ‘hnd - funded - by the' goverfiment
administered Commun}ty"'Develo';jm’em “Fund'‘and’ ﬂje 'ecotourism’ project 61’ tHe “ENIRD 'with

funding provided by BP-AMOCO. Projects that do not support community development may not be

11



supported by the community. Therefore, it is necessary to involve the community from conception,

' implementation and evaluation of future projects.

Nicola Cross added that gender sensitisation must not only be addressed within the community but
also within the institutions themselves. Additionally, a formal database of the all research in the area
needs to be created. This central body of data on the area would be essential towards informing the
development of projects for the area and can act as a clearinghouse for information on Nariva. The
community, because of the enormous amount of research done on it is tired and has become
complacent. As such the community members must now be encouraged to become pro-active, to
ask questions and to deal with issues themselves. All projects have had some measure of ‘hand
holding’ that has fostered a climate of dependency. This must now be corrected.

Ms. Hosein commented that women in the village need to become more involved in the
environment. The findings have revealed that the development of women’s networks can be an
important medium through which environmental knowledge can be imparted to females. Since
women assume the role of caretaker and educator of the children, what they learn through these

networks can then be passed on to their children.

~ Mr. Basdeo stressed that many conflicts arise in the community and are left unresolved leading to
" numerous long-term problems. A mechanism for the resolution of conflicts needs to be established.
Finally, the infrastructural development of the area was addressed. Throughout its 60-year history,
the development of amenities and infrastructure has been slow. The residents are now beginning to
see'thems.elves as permanent and recognising their right to basic amenities such as water, roads,
~ telephones, recreational facilities and educational establishments. Improving access to education
through the introduction of primary or pre school facilities in the community is imperative. If
‘schools cannot be located in the community, then the linkages between the community and outside

schools need to be improved.

In concluding the presenters reiterated the Tieed for training, collaboration, networking and
. éehéitisainH as a means towards empowering the peopie and increasing their capacity base. They
“added that ﬁolliéies developed to address the needs of the community must be part of an integrated

plan and that they had attempted to give a picture of the socio-economic reality in the village that
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may inform policy, which leads one into thinking about the development and environmental

challenges facing the area.

7. Responses:

Dr. Reddock explained that the project design is a methodology for integmt_iné someI ofthe findings
of the Nariva type community with that of other similar communities Worldwlide.u .Thi-slintent was
part of the ISLE project, which involved researching communities that depend on contested coastal
sites for their livelihood. Communities in the Philippines and Indonesia have alqo been studled The
results of these findings would now be integrated into a whole document 1n w!:uch the three
experiences could be compared. The Nariva project basically concentrated on the biophysical
relationship between the human community and their environment in an hlteg.rate_d manner .:. _

Mr. Wilson from CARDI commented on the issue of gender sensmsauon He added tha‘[ in his
opinion the project did not attempt to analyse the rationale of the people for thelr gender roies and
questioned whether gender sensitisation wouldn’t interfere with the community dynamics overtime.
He wondered how this sensitisation would affect the traditional roles _of the sexes end wha{t_)vr\]foll_lld

be the case when the researchers leave the community. ,
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In responding to the concerns raised by Mr. Wilson, Dr. Reddoeklpomted 0;[ ltila.t gender reiatlons
are not static but ever changing. The study was able to map. the aspuatlons of men and women, and
challenged to a degree the gendered structures that exist. He asked 1f the study was able to
determine the rationale for the respected and fundamental gender roles.. In .answering | thIS questlon
the team explained that the issue of gender roles was explored. The research looked at what mo!es
and females do, why they do these things and what are the implications of the1r actlon. Use—.was
made of gender timelines. Males' and females' access tq and _e_o_ntro] .of;_r__els,omc_et-_s, SPE}F‘E’;_I-}&WO,IKS
etc. were looked at in an effort to determine the. power structures exi’sting in' the ho_ns_ehold.and_ the
community. They siressed that only part of the studyiconcezqrated on eano\ferment and gender

sensitisation and that the whole issue of gender sens;tl_sa;;pn‘cen_ be considered as a ‘win win’

situation for both sexes.
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Dr. Reddock explained that there exists a certain degree of acceptance and recognition of the
~ different roles of men and women occurring in all communities and many wo.men are not satisfied
* with 'these roles for themselves and certainly not for their daughters. Even being exposed to the
young female researchers working in the community affected the aspirations of the residents, where

they wanted to have careers in spite of their lack of education. Not all women in the community

DG, 2 epting of their gender roles, which strengthen the sense of inequity in the village and make

6]

‘women feel péwerless. It is necessary to keep in mind that roles and responsibilities may vary
among communities, but generally there is the trend for females to be associated with the lower
level tasks. However, this may not be the case in some societies.
"“ Dr. James of the UN'DP commented that according to the presentation, a value system was used that
placed the community at the top and all things external to the community at a lower level, some
" being even negative. She added that it is necessary to remember that the community is part of a
" larger national context and if one wants to develop policy for the area, then external intervention
" 'must be ascribed a higher value. She cited the examples of flooding and forest fires, explaining that
“'the area is naturally prone to flooding, because it is a swamp, therefore solving the problem of
" flooding would be more or less impossible and may have adverse effects on the fragile ecosystems
of the swamp. The windbelt was destroyed by the activities of the community and this now provides
=" an opportunity for the community to learn as well as earn some revenue, i.e. planting economically

~viable tree crops.

She stressed that in an effort to address the problems of the community, one needs to look at the
larger policy issues of the country based on the problems identified by the community, hence the
issues need to be addressed as part of a larger context. The community seems to be caught up in a
dependency syndrome. She ended by saying that it would be difficult to implement policies for the
Tcomr'nunity unless a regional and national policy perspective is reviewed. She therefore stressed the
need for a collaborative effort with negotiation on both sides. She also informed those present that
the EMA is establishing a National Environmental Information System, which would act as a

database of all environmental research in the nation.

With rescht to the forest fires in the area, Mr. Ram, the Lands Officer for the area commented that
Pt el e mainly ' Sef by Fishetmen in order to clear chanmels to fish'and not by hunters. Also,

tiads jot bebpesminon esw wmassl ruigbest onl <lun swew Bias )5 &
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the dry season, v1llagers use ﬁre to clear land in the Swamp to plant watermelon F1sh1ng pefrolts
were granted to. the ﬁshermen to ﬁsh in the sanctuary, but had to be revoked because of
mdlscrlmmate pracnces He added that the outSIders who cdme into the area to ﬁsh and hunt are
oﬁen mwted frlends and relatives. of gesndents He mformed the group that, the MALMR had
surveyed and cleared a plece of land for recreanonal act1v1t1es Wlthm_ a very short tzme penod

houses were erected on the cleared area, It was also suggested that co;nmumtv pohcmg mlght be

effective for deallng with the meldence of v1olence in the commumty

nt b ¢ .
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Mr. Driver, programme coordinator of the Agricultural Sec;ror Reform Programme, touched on the
Ministry’s extension services, !aﬂuding to that fact, thatl_ a wealth of inf_orn_a_ation exists er?-.thc area
and added that the arca is under state land control. He added that the Iissue of gedder_ sens_iti._sbat.idn is
not addressed by the extension service of the Ministry. He questioued the role of the Re}:,ional
Corporation as the provider of mfrastructural amenities, which are poorly, developed in, the area.
Information linkages must be developed as a means of data sharmg He coneluded ].'].lS contrlbutlon
by exploring the use of partlclpation in pohcy maklng, and sald that techmques and methods emst
that can be used in the participatory policy process. How do we approach the issue of partlelpatzon
in the policy process? Would national consultations be wise? Those affec_ted by the pohc;es are not
participating enough in the policy making process. Additionally, one must look at conflicts among
different policies and between and within ministries. Such conflicts must be re:sqlluedd,}:l}dfore the
policy becomes law. Most importantly, politicians need to be involved in these participatory
methodologies in policy discussions. Yot . . e
Final comments were made by Mr. Laydoo who advocated the use of lobbying and selling
techniques, as a mean to influence policy makers who ‘must be educated and made aware of the
reasons, needs and 1mponance of partlcular pohczes He ended by saying that pohmes must be

influenced from all angles and that the, present gathering 99.13-5:’3@51 mainly of policy a_dVl,,;SOIS:- A5

8. Closing comments
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The chair announced the ﬁual p.a}'t of the wo:kshop by mv1tmﬁg part1c1pan.tsT to make elos;gg req;a:ks

before official closing comments were made. The research team was commended for their
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innovative approach and sensitivity for the well being of the community. It was felt that such
research needed to be highlighted more. It was raticnalised that research was needed to inform
policy at all levels and that such research must be manifested in a maﬁner that can be easily
understood by policy makers. It was revealed that most of the time policy makers get reports from

such research out of context, leading to mis-interpretation.

The representative for CARD] commented that his organisation would like to use the multi-
disciplinary approach methodology of this study in one of their projects and wondered whether the
final report would be made available to help them plan their study. The UNDP representative
expressed his appreciation for the opportunity to attend the workshop and congratulated the team
and its leadership for a job well done. The challenge he saw for the team now is to communicate
their findings to policy makers and developmental partners in a manner that will seek to address the
issues. He wanted to know what was the role of CIDA in disseminating the results of the study. He
énquired about the absence of the Reglional Corporation, being a primary stakeholder and wondered
how such Iearning experiences can be ‘t.ranslated into developmental activities that are participatory

and have real meaning.

Ms. DeBique made the final closing comments by expressing on behalf of the Canadian High
Commission their pleasure to be engaged with the university in such a challenging study. It’s not
usual to se%_ 'gelnder in the environment studied. She commended the team and its leaders on their
worthy effort. She recounted the early trials éxperienced during the planning stages, namely the

High Commission’s questioning whether ‘Gender’ was an “add-on” and how would the community

be empowered and benefit from the research. The challenge left now is to communicate the results - -

and to determine how we can work with the people in the community to connect them with the
resources that they want. She ended by congratulating the team and the Centre on behalf of the

Acting High Commissioner.

The chairman thanked everyone for the patronage, solidarity and support and then adjourned the_ =

meeting.
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APPENDIX 2

THE NARIVA SWAMP: A GENDERED CASE STUDY?
Background paper - Policy Round-table
14, December 2000

1.1 Background to the Study

The Island, Sustainability, Livelihood and Equity Programme (ISLE) is an integrated
programme that has the sustainable developmentof island states as its’ primary research
focus and is funded by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and was
started in 1995. The principal objectives of the programme included:
> Promotion of sustainable development in small island jurisdictions
> Provision of a forum for collaboration and sharing information and experience
among island and archipelagic states -
> Improving the policy environment for sustainable.development in islands via the
promotion of links between policy makers, communities and other stakeholders
and ‘ S el
> . Development of the institutional capacity-in ISLE partner universities in delivering
programmes of teaching, research, policy analysis/advice and community service.

The Centre for Gender and Development Studies (CGDS) in collaboration with ISLE held
the first workshop on Gender and the Environment at:The University of the West Indies
(U.W.I) St. Augustine in 1997. After this:workshop the Nariva Swamp was chosen as an
ideal site for research on gender and the environment as 1t was the centre of concern and
controversy at the time. There was a great degree of conflict between the need to
preserve the ecology of the wetlands and the commercial arid subsistence use of the
Swamp by farmers for large scale rice cultivation, logging and fishing.
The impact of resource exploitation in the Nariva 'Swa%mp has been and continues to be
addressed but primarily from a biophysical stand point. This study sought to integrate the
socio-economic, cultural, political and ecological dimensions of the sustainable use of the
swamp’s resources in order to produce a more comprehensive, yet gendered, multi and
interdisciplinary body of research, The aim of this research, therefore, was to provide a
more holistic and gendered understanding of how the community co-existed with their
environment as a pre-requisite, for developing an‘approach to sustainable utilization of the
Nariva eco-system. It is further hoped that thisicase study would provide a gender
sensitive database, which would ensure that policy initiat{ves emanating would be
empowering to women as well as'the cOnununji‘ties at large.

Jl [' i
The CGDS also wished to obtain information that would help to:
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> Use a gender perspective to explore people’s relationship with their bio-physical
“murenvironment from the-differential and cross-cutting experiences of race/ethnicity,
class and geographical considerations;

imon® o Explore the history.of governance and policy related to the Nariva Swamp and

501 o surrounding areas and the countervailing interests of various stakeholders

.~ incerporating a gender analysis;
i g3 r analy

, ' -» . Explore the possibilities for action/research which facilitates a complementary
- o+ Telationship between the people and the Nariva eco-system;

durmn 10 i Document the process of developing.an interdisciplinary, gendered, research/action

B programme using the natural and social sciences.

Y i

oz =iy This research study was envisaged as an innovative one that challenged accepted traditions
1 =1, 70of research and action in environmental research. It brought together a team of young
.. researchers trained in agriculture, ecology, economics and interdisciplinary gender studies

who worked with more experienced scholars in natural sciences, social sciences and gender

_-studies and took place over the period April/May 1999 to December 2000.% The project was

~funded through the CIDA Gender Equity Fund and the ISLE Programme.

-y

o 'bes > STocritically examine ‘The Seientific Method® to research and exploration.

The primary project goals as laid out in the original project document were as follows:

» To.empower communities and women of the Nariva Swamp through a greater
- awarehess of the bio-physical environment and their relationship/knowledge of the
natural resources; : '
> - To generate research data that incorporates a gender analysis into an interdisciplinary
frame;

Inadditionto the general aim of deriving data, the developmenf of Iﬁéthodolo'gies for carrying

+ -out this kind of interdisciplinary and action research was also an important goal,

= .Thlis:prbject;.ri;s,dividéﬁ ,'in:tQ ;thfee_ broad componerts. The first focuses on the bio-physical

~characteristics of the-Nariva swamp and seeks to obtain an understanding of the gendered

-, -relationships between/within human communities and the resources of the Kernahan and

Cascadoux communities, .. using the following themes as guidelines, income

‘generation/livelihoods, cultural practices/beliefs/meanings/rituals, ecotourism, food, leisure

and esthetics.

The second area examines power relations and governance at the community and national
levels and specifically explores, the history of state policy to this area over the 20™ century
and the culture of governance in the communities. It also explores the identification of the
major stakeholders and their roles, the possibility of co-management and sustainable use and
‘the role of men and women in governance issues. This study affords us a unique insight into

 the understanding of the Kernahan and Cascadoux communities and the manner in which their

iy

o

“Fieldwork took place over the period May 1999 to June 2000- 1 0
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local admiinistrative and-control structures function to develop'a ¢ommunity existing in a
volatile natural, political, economic-and 'social environment?>" = 7. - -
- The final ¢omponent brings together data on gendered social relations, ecdnomic patterns
‘and cultural traditions and practices oceurring within and dffected by the natural eco —systen;
where these communities are located. In examining gendered social relatio ns, we focused on
power relations among men, women and children within and among households with regard
to control and use-of land and space, the negotiation of soéial nét\works dnd exchange of
social capital-ahd decision-thakingat-a' community'level or among sub~groups.

‘The primary“project goal ‘_'was* to empower ‘the communities with particular emphasis on
women through a greater awareness of the bio-physical ‘environment and their
relationship/knowledge of the resource base. Secondary goals ofthe project were to generate
research data that incorporates a gender analysis into an inter-disciplinary frame within which
three major themes of equity, sustainability and livelihood could be explored. 7+

This project'is founded on-a'gendered and interdisciplinary examination of the socio-
economic, cultural, political and ecological factors affecting the sustainable use 6fthe Nariva
swamp. Using a multi-method approach, it aimed to generate data within whichthree major
themes of equity, sustainability and livelihoods can be explored. Our vision is-that this data
can facilitate the empowerment of the communities and women living in the Nariva swamp
by increasing theit awareness of the biophysical environment; and their relationship to and
knowledge of the resource base. .
Central to the epistemological framework was a critical examination of the scientific approach
to research and exploration of the means and possibilities for incorporating social, historical,
political and economic concerns into an etological assessment to facilitate the primary goal
ofempowerment. Crucial to this research process was the‘use of participatory methodologies
such that the communities were involved in the collection and analysis'of information about
themselves, which would assist in_transforming their resource-value and perceptual
knowledge base and aid them in creating/developing sustainable/viable social and economic
alternatives for themselves.

' st Sl aerrEenT o fessosm o rginciibEanl

The methodologies informing “the ‘resedrch process “weré ‘also™ inflienced by the
interdisciplinary nature of the project. Our methods of gathering and validating data were
based in both natural and social sciences. For example, research incorporated'and revised
participatory rural appraisal (PRA) techniques while also being primarily ethnographic. As
well, a critique of “objectivity’ emerged from the research process and issues more grounded
in action research and reflexivity developed. These approaches werg_f&qx_]_i;é;éd_ by residence
near the community for nine months.- - = f R USSR SRSt S
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. Qualitative e.g. Unstructuted intetviews, participant obServations, __}ﬁrs__f?gical
mappmg‘ = % 1 Ja)e0 31 e | ST e N R .- o e 3133 | AR R s xoks L1

. Quantitative e.g. Questionnaires, population counts; ' _

. Action Research e.g. lectures by and collaborative work-with-representatives of
various institutions and stakeholdersy : .. o reabiei

. Ethnographic methods;



Genealogies

State Policy and Governance

*wiWork sharing (participating in community activities); ALy

Villager and shared presentations; SRR
Development of social maps;
Semi-structured interviewing;

i 2205 Direetrobservation; sexv 1950 ney bus vissiloizzibs
Focus groups; tichu ) niee
Key informants;

~y |
VOO

v1Local stories/oral testimonies; | oo !

TP 4

o li-xgriz Interviews with governmental officials past and present;

s elVatural Resource Use- - PR §oesltiany 27100

* Analysis of gove

<« UWIE EMA, Caribbéan: Chemicals, retired game warden; 110
swunstructured-interviews; '« o A DS eatneT

.. Participant observation;

rnment documents and reports.

—a

Gendered resource use maps;

« Historical mapping;  » -

Seasonal charts;
Transect walks;
Lectures and field trips with representatives of key stakeholders and institutions eg.

[
questionnaires;

water testing;

resource access profile and benefits flow analysis;

Local stories.c;. zoms:ci7+ ¢ HEI: £ 8 2ElqOls sl
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Project Indicators

This project was limited in time, financial and human resources yet it had expected

indicators and outcomes some of which were and others which were not accomplished.

These are as follows:

1 5

Goal 1- To empower the Eommum‘f:‘es and women of the Nariva Swamp through a greater
awareness of the:bio-physical environmentand their relationship to/knowledge of their

resource base.

zibiolnl bpsashbass mrahifs

IS VRRLT OF 25 Gl M2 SAT a0 neyeT o
Increased Awareness among women and the communities involved of issues such
as: resource availability; economicralternatives; resource use patterns; resource
access/control; possibilities/opportunities for transforming gender relations;
possibilities: for networking and training opportunities. - =1 = 2 ¢

“Eommumnity participdtion in the research process rex implemetitation and use of a



Participatory Research/Action Methodology;
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Goal 2 - To generate research data which mcorporares a gender ana{m;w and’i is derived

Jorm an interdisciplinary frame Lrs sgalliVv
L R R IR B | l'.[‘_.ﬁkl -
SiN > 11] ".-f"‘P Hypista *
3. A completed interdisciplinary and gendered case study documentfof use as
instructional material; 2quOIg R0
pebipidas tasen L A e
4. Case Study for use in masters degree programmes e.g theiM. Sc in Environmental
Studies at the UWI, Mona campus as well as m other ISLE ‘partner ﬂlmversmes
oy -/-_g ] % -""["‘-.-\.
3T O ] A BNl T s diela 8
5 Documentation and evaluatzon of the research expenence
6. Presentation of research results to key stakeholders, community membets and
relevant policy makers;

-,." s

i Policy-makers equipped with tools and ﬁ'ames of analyses which wﬂl facilitate
more gender sensitive policy and guidelines. ensd v
_—;.-.:;;-.- 2 ,J .
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Goal 3 -To eramme the scremgf‘ ic approacP to research and exp!ore he! means and
possibilities of incorporating social, historical, politicaland economic concerns into its
research frame. STl D
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8. Documentation and ana1y51s of the research processes, - debates and discussions as a
means of developing a preliminary frame of reference for achieving '
interdisciplinary work between the social and natural sciences;

TRat h f1
Project Outputs -, - -« isorurd brisleingen f ;1'. S s T
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. A gendered and mterd'rsc ip'lmary Case Study Report
. National Co nierence to present research ﬁndmgs = )
T |~.-: Rl A .lJ\ \
. 'Wonls.shop to pre,segtxpohcy mphcatxens 0 pohcy mal\ers‘\ AR BRI
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s Research team with practical experience/modality in gender and interdisciplinary
reaearch rec“ardm0 the Swamp as an ecosystem ) ;
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. A gender sensm’ve geograpluc:vmformahen systems dababase
. Material forse in-a-graduate cuericulum for teaching ongenderand the
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APPENDIX 3
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Appendix 5

Project Staff

Researchers
Rishi Basdeo
Nicola Cross
Sharda Durbal
Gabriclle Hosein

Cheryl Lans
Amar Wahab (April - June 1999)

Project Administrators

Grace Sirju-Charran
Rhoda Reddock

Project Assistants

Sharon Hodge-Biggart
‘Wendy-Ann O’Connell

Financial Administration

Glenda St. Louis-Ottley

Conlerence and Round Table Rapporteur

Neisha Mungroo

Reproduction

Susan Jacelon
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Researchers : Ms. Garbrielle Hosein , Rishi Basedo (left)
Dr. Grace Sirju-Charran, the Project Co-ordinator (right)

voussbotqaf

aolon-{ nsend




	CGDS_1346-001
	CGDS_1346-002
	CGDS_1346-003
	CGDS_1346-004
	CGDS_1346-005
	CGDS_1346-006
	CGDS_1346-007
	CGDS_1346-008
	CGDS_1346-009
	CGDS_1346-010
	CGDS_1346-011
	CGDS_1346-012
	CGDS_1346-013
	CGDS_1346-014
	CGDS_1346-015
	CGDS_1346-016
	CGDS_1346-017
	CGDS_1346-018
	CGDS_1346-019
	CGDS_1346-020
	CGDS_1346-021
	CGDS_1346-022
	CGDS_1346-023
	CGDS_1346-024
	CGDS_1346-025
	CGDS_1346-026
	CGDS_1346-027
	CGDS_1346-028
	CGDS_1346-029
	CGDS_1346-030
	CGDS_1346-031
	CGDS_1346-032

