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NEi, WORLD JOURNEY • Peter Abrahams. 

• 
1. 

My journey began in Trinidad, ~mui:.x.d:du:x::o::nxhl!ii&llri:s:halin 

Trindidad is only 7 miles from. t he Latin American mainland, and one can stand 

on a hill and watch t he ooast of what was t he Spanisb fain in the days of pirate 

Captain Henry Morgan but is today t e state of Venezuela. Trinidad i s al so t e 
known as t he West Indi es 

beginning of t hat 2,000-mile long curving chain of i slands/
1

t hat ends way up 

near the coast of Florida, the southernmmst coastal tip of the United St at es. 

It is the second lar gest of t he Br i t ish West Indian i slands - second only 

to J amaica.f I t i s squarish in shape , has a population of 615, 500, and an ar ea 

of 1,861 square milesf(just slightly small er than Lanc~shire). 

I soon discovered t hat t he general belief her e in Britain t iat al l t he 

Br i tish We st Indian i sla.nds are poor does not h l d good for Triruililad. It i s not 

a poor island: it i s the richest and most prosperous of all t he Br i ti sh i sl ands . 

This propperity i s clearly seen in t he building s of Port-of-Spain, the capital . 

There is a general air of prosperity among the middleclasses. New and costly 

houses are going up on t he sunny hills above the capital. Land value s are soar i~ . 

£60 a month r ent for a decent sized house i s not considered t erribly high. I know 

of one Briti sh civil servant w'10 pays out the bulk of d s salary in r ent . 

1:n i 9:39 the Trinidad Government' s t otal Revenue was 13, 421, 444 Br itish 

Jest Indian dallars: by 1952 this had shot up to 66,785,400 dollars. (The B. W.I. 

dollar is worth 4/2d). There has been the same rocketing of Government spending. 

In 1959 the Government had an accumulat ed surplus of 9,154,627 dollars: by 1952 

this was 58,951,:360 dollars. 

Oil i s the basis of Trinidad' s prosperity. There are a dozen oil companie s 

operating in the island today. These companie s ha.ve banded themselves toget her 

into the Petroleum Association of Trinidad. I called on the offi ces of t he 
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2. 

Association to find out just wl at all t . s prosperity m~ant to t he Tr inidad 

worker. The lmblic Relations man was not at all cagey . He brought out 11 s 

books and figure s a_.nd seemed anxious to give me eve n more t han I vant ed . l!e 

sho· ·ed t hat t he t otal Govarnmmnt Re vuerrue in 1954 wa s 73,634, 818 dollars and 

t hat his !!'..embers, t he oil ind.ustry,contribut d 25, 004,659 dollars t owards t hat 

total. Oil had in fact contributed 54 % of t he total Government income for t ,.,e 

year l 54 . But I w sn't satisfied . 1·That a bout t e w rkers? The lowe st paid 

workers got 52 cents an hour. Thi s m_ant a miniunum of 4.16 dolhrs f or irn -

hour day - about 17/- a day. The oil indust y employed upwards of 16, 000 vor ker s. 

I had & look! at some of t he other indus t ries to check on wages . I found 

that Sugar t he second mo ::;t i mportant, empl oyed r oughly 20, 400 or kers during 

t e peak crop season which runs from J anuary to J une • ., · ing t he cut of crcp 

season t his figure drops t o about 16, 000. Cane cutters who, unioni s t s told me , 

r e.rely worked more t han t hr ee months in each year, average¢'. bet ;.; een 5- 6 doll ars 

a day. Ther e ar e no unemply;:nent benefit s and ho theses seasonal labour~rs ive 

bet :een one crop eriod and t he next , not only in Trinidad but in al l t 9 ot er 

islands as _ well , i s a mystary . A promin nt t rade unionist t old me : !'Theor etical y 

t housands of see.sonal wor kers should die qver y year. The my .... t er;r and t he mirac e 

is that they don't. " 

Ot her e.gricultural worker s a verage 2 dol l.'U's a day. Building workers ar e 

r egarded as casual labourers and earn 2. 40 dollars a day. omni-~ i:i:al ·orxer s a.l so 

earn t hat a...rnount. Govern.Tient l e,bourers get 2. 23 dollaL daily. And t he dock 

worker s , among t .., best organi sed, and only 2, 000 strong , get 4 . 56 dol · ars d ·1y. 

Ther e are no accurate fi ures but the last offi cial e stimat e of t he i sl and ' s 

worki ng pupulat ion (1951) . l aced at at 216,186 of who 14, 280 are unemployed. My 

ow-n e stimat e would put the pr e ~ent unem loyment figure much · · gher t hc.n t his . One 
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I got some i dea of ho,, t hese, t he unemployed nnd seasonally empl oy,3d+ lived 

when I ent a f ew mil s out of Por t -of - Sp ·n ,d sa.W' the shant y sh, cks and hovel s 

by the way s i de.. For al l t he:; pr osp r :i. ty an sunst>..ine and ri ch ear t h t hat a . ost 

seemed t o spr out food whe- you epat at i t, t here were many "' ,o lived in die 

poverty. The gap bet ·een those who have and those who have- not i s t erribly 

wide. 

~'hen I turned to look at t h0 political pi cture I soon ran. up against 

Trinidad' s most serious problem, t he communal problnm. To me.ke sense of it I 

must sketch in a bit of hi st ory her e . The i sl and became a Br i ti sh pos se ssi on i n 

l 'a97. By t hen it had a population of 18,000 f rJt r/ of whom over hal f wer e of A'rican 

origin and sl av s. After t he freeing of t he slave s and be t ween 1845 and 1917 over 

150,000 immigr ants , mainly f rom India wer e brought i nto the i sland t o f i ll the 

need for l abour on t he sugar est ates . Today t he Indian population number a 

quarter of a million. It is a rapidly increasing population. 

There i s hostil ity, bot h social and olitica.l , bet ween t he I n · an community 

on the one hand and t he r est of t he popul t ion. I discussed this wi t · some oft e 

political l eaders. They char ged t hat t he I ndi ·ns t hought and acted commun lly, 

placed t he int erests of t h0 ir own communi ty above t he welf ar e o t h countr y . 

T ey cited t he i ssue of •Test Indi an Federation a. an example . 

The I ndian l eader s ara opposed t o Feder at i on. Wi thin a broad f edera- set- up 

t e Indi ans would b ~ a. very s e.11 minority . But in a Trinidad outsi de t he 

Feder ation t ey stood a good chance , i f not at t he next e ection t hen at t e on 

after, of winning power at t he polls . Cer tainly, I f ound w en I spok t o r epr esent­

ativ s of t he I ndi an communit y t hat , wi t h r are exception~, t hey wer e opposed t o 

Feder ation. I al so found st r ong communal f eeling .t all l evels . Communalism could 

become a v ry ser i ous probl m int · s i sl and. It i s for t his r eason t hat .Alber t 
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4. 

0 
• Gomes, the l eader of t he Government , i s anxious or the est Indi an ":'ederation 

to come into being as soon as possi ble. Hi s gr eat hope i s tat th conferenc 

due to begin in London on February 7th will th- t he fi nal one that will br ing 

t he Federal State of the Br iti sh west Indi es int o b ing. 

One developmsnt t at might prove sigr.,.ifi cant to t he f uture of rinide.d 

took place - hile I was out there. Up to now t ere he.s bJen no clear party 

system in operation int. island alt hough i t has had its present form of 

elect d r epresentat ives since 1945. But whil I was t e e Dr . Eric Jilliams, 

perhaps t he most bri lliant scholar so f ar produced in t he Br iti sh Car i b ean, 

announced his intention of starting a political party t ha.t woul d cut across 

communal a,n,, shade prejudices . F'rom privat e talks I got t he im r ssion t , ::..t 

\Jillians woul 1 model hi s party on t e line s of Norman ! a.nldy 1 s Peopl es a tion 

Party of Ja.TJ1aica. 

-lhile I a.s t 1ere Willia.-ins wa s giving a ser i e s of public l e cture s : and 

t hese were really lectures, not j ust political pep tal' s . nd t he s tri..i ng 

t hing was t he t housands of peopl e , ordinary peopl e , who c u t o a public s.ue.re 

and li st ened while a dark little intall ectual instructed t •. m quietly on t he 

history, politics, social and economic.¢' probl ems of t heir i sl and, much e.e a 

professor might instruct hi s class. And t hey list ened and took i t i n. The 

orthodox. politicians are vorried about \·!illia.ms ' i lli.pact. 'fh".!y mig·.t wel be . 

For i f he succeeds Eric ' 1illiams might br ing something n-aw to the beaut iful, 

rich i sland of carnivals,calypsos, oil der i cks , a pit ch l ake , sug· r f ~ctorics 

and t he f amous steel bands. 
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N , 1,!0RLD J OU."N~Y. Pet er Ab:cahams 

2. 

In the bulky, reliable British Vest Indi an Airways Dakota Barbado s i s 

about a couple of hours from Trinidad. Ov r Trinidad we had fl own t hr oug 

massive bla ck clouds t hat looked t hr eat ening . I t mi ght hav been t he begi nning s 

of Hurri cane J anet t hat wa t o devastate Barbados a fortnight l a t e r. uver 

Barbados t he sky 1.as a spot ess bl u e . 

For me Barbados was the drabest, the east attract i ve of t re ~est I ndi an 

islands I s aw . It i s ,ffi''/J fl a t by eontrast t o Trinida.u . In mo st o ther settings 

it \.;'Oul d, doubtles s , be a beautiful i sland but in a. sea of r emarkably beau iful 
it 

i s l ands it -/ti/, not, for me a t l east. It i s the ol de st of the Br · ti sh pos sessio s 

in t he a r i b _an. "' first Briti sh settl ers r eached i t on Feb1'Uary 2 t: , 162'r . 

'fhe sett ers displ aced nobody, for t e r e wa s nobody on the i sl and . Sl aves were 

not imported from Africa unti l 1636 . 

Today it i s t he most ' En~li sh ' a ~t .rell as t he poore st of t he l ar5er Vest 

• 
I ndi an is ands. Th-sy ca_l it 'Little '.;ngland ' and. ' Bi msh· re' J and. it i s t ie only 

B i ti sh island in t he Caribbean wher I saw a. man in stri ped trousers , mar ng 

co~t a.11d winged col l ar and r olled umbr ella walki ng in t he noond . sun. I a so 

found t here mo e slla.r ply defined •·r nci t.l' a t titude s t han 3lsewher e i n the ·?fe s t 

Indi s . Ther e i s a subtle but rea colour bar r ier t hat i s u a l l · t he t i me . On 

one side a.r e t 1e whit es, on t hs ot r t he col oureds . Thei· i s l e ss mixing t h· n 

on t he ot er i slands . eopl e in ths ot 1e est I ndian i s l and s I visi t ed tnink 

t e r e i s more r a ce prejudice in Bi,.r bados t h an anywher e e l se i n t .e .. aribb-aan . 

The race-ridden Bahamas a r not cons i der ed a part of t he Car i bbean. From w ia t I 

s aw for my self in .:arbados I woul d endor se t h opnnion of oth r West Indiars 

about r a cial prejudice tier e • But every now d then I was startled by a 
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2. 

freak breakdown in this pattern of pr ejudice . For here and there , l i ving 

mainly among t he poorest of the blacks, I cam acros s i selated whit e i ndividual s 

to whom no other word but 'degenerat ed' can be applied. They are poor, dr ab 

and, seemingly, without the will t o pull t emsel ves t oget er. T ey s ,em unab e 

to keep jobs . They ure cut off from t he other ,/hi t e s . T • .., coloureds despi se 

t hem and so, g ,ner ally, do the poor blacks among whom they live . The other 

whi t es behave as t . ough t ey are not ther e . The easily got rum. i s t hei r l ast 

SU' por t. Th0se pea l e ar e the descendant s of t hose ear l y settlel'S v.l t : sm 1 

hol iri..gs who were squeezed out by t he bi s ar e stat combi ne s in t e ye s 

iln edi atel y aft er mnanci pat i on. 

B sical l y, t ha i ilnd ha a one- crop economy: sugar . And t o give an i dea 

of th dif f er ence in t he f inancial turnover oet.;een Barbados and Trinid . .:;..d, 1., e 

,arba.dos .c,s timat e s f or 1951-52 a re : e stimated Government i ncome : 1 , 575, 612 B. W.I. 

dollars; e s tim t ed Government expen ' ittu·e: 10, _251 296 dolle.rs . This would l e ,ve 

an e stimat e surplus of' 1501 316 dollars . If i ·t i s r emembered that t b.e ~Lst IndL n 

dollar i s worth 4/2d then t hi s becomes f i nance in t he r egion or a very moo.est 

busin., ss concer n. The bal d f ct i that~ tle Engl and ' i s a des r a t e l y p or 

i sl and, compl et l y incapable o suppo t ing it lf by i tself . 

The s igns of t hi s poverty are to be seen in t he backstreets of Bridgot o,rn, 

t e capi t al and .lover t he i sl d . House are made of packi ng cases, bits of 

corrugat ed iron and 3ao i ng ; and in one l ace a ,:,hart di st ance from the h0a t of 

t he capital , I vi sited an ol d woman who l i ved in t he broken down body o an ol d 

ca r . It was among these peopl e in t,heir matchbox house s or houses ma.de s of bi t s 

of tin and sacking tied t oget her t hat hur r icane J anet caused mo st damaged . 

'l'he Gove nment of Gr cntl ey Adamai as made efforts t cope with the housing 

probl m. But t her e jus t i s not enough money in t he colony. 
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On . bright morning I me t a. gang of ·· bout a dozen cs.nefield worker s by 

t he roadside 15 Ir.iles out s ide Br :Ldgetovn. Th~y worl•e d. on t h e ect..r.i.t c tha t 

f . anked t he rold . It was eleven and t hey wer e having t heir brBakfast . They 

ha.. alr'?- dy w rked f or hours. Their breakf ast consisted of tin mug . f i lled 

wi th a <irink called m.auby, a bro.m.lsh drink made from t he bark of tr1-1e , o.nd 

fov..1· oi. f ive smal l round bi s cuits , ra t her lik our o .JD ch(:) ese bi scuits . I 

scmntt A'i ,. · t h them by the roadsi e and we talked. They wer e cheerful • id 

frie ndly and not a fraction as r estraine d as tha i m."!li gni.nts I hr d i nt e rvi ::.w d 

in Br i t ain. 'hat would t hey have for lunch, I a sked . Per ha e ar ot her mug of 

m uby OT' p . rha: ·s it woul be lemonade . But that ·ould be a 'rink, I s a i d ; ' at 

would t hey eat. Th. y laughed among thems !... l ves at roy i gnoranc • . The n on . of 

t h0m s aid: t? A m.,m .-rho ha s a enny d ll buy a f e,1 bi s cuits . 11 B t not one an:ong 

t hen •• , d a penny for biscuits . Th ,r e wer t wo who had .s. f :w coppers each but 

t hey r . le eping t hat t o t ake home . They had f amili e s to be fed . 1e ta.Llced a 

wh.ile more a long gem'! ra.l line s and then we g ot own to the ha r d f a c t .., of the ir 

liv;, s . I l a ter che cked and corre cted wha t t h13y t ol d me . But .Basi cally t hey had 

given me t;ie f nct of p·hat it Inf'-ans to be a wor king ma n in Barbado s to -ay . 

The suga r in ru.s try ern. loyfs a.pprotdmat ely 25,000 peopl e du.ri ng the in-crop 

sea.son. , :.ring t he ou t of crop season - more t han half t he ye ar- - t his figure 

drops t o bet ween 7, vGO and 10, 0 O. The aver ge 9arning ...: of a cane cutter i 1 

doll. s a week. 'fhi s i s dur ing t he i ncrop season. During the out of crop s .. i son 

the few who a r e employed are given only 5 do' s I i,ork a. week . The o t they can 

earn t h:m i <• 6 dollars a week. How t hese pe opl e live , what they eat, how t ey 

feed an" cl ot 1e t h i r cnild.r en dur.ing the long :n1ont hs of unemployment i s t he 

t • r acle ' my t r ad0 unionis t frien .... men ..,ion <3 t o me . 

One day I stood at the docks and watched a shiplond of mi grants s t e ng 
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4., 
$ ,:;) ,a. out of Bridget wnt ~ sunny har bour. Anrl all abo t e .,.-as t he gay wa th of the 

friends se ing t her. off . I had s. olfen t o ;';tl.r//1PrMiti r6f many of the people on 

the ':; . i ;_, . I n t h.e mP-i n t hey r i dn ' t think they w•~r e going to ' Puradi e ' or any­

t hing a u f ancy u::. t} a t. T • .r.y " er e going 'home ' to Br itain be cause t he 166 squ a r e 
its 

m::ll ~s of t h ir ~ nl n d home found i -':. c i ffi c1..u t t o support/ 21 '2, 000 peopl e on 

,i1 c::ugar, and because t ouri sm and t he otht: r industrie s the i r leaders dream 

about have no+ yet m t ,eriali sed and, a.s one t old me: "A man mu t live 11 • 

t ,_ree 
I spent only a / ¢~ days i n t 1e small and lovely i sl and of Antigua; only 

long e nough to b tremendously i mpressed and excited by t he l and redist.cibution 

pr ogramme ca.rrie:d out by t he trade union major ity l ed by Ver e Bird i nt e t iny 

island ' s legi sl ature . Governm9nt , her e , i s a cquiring t e big est ates, cutt i ng 

t hem up into small economic unit s and l easing t. em out t o l andless peasant s . 

In r- turn the government demands of th J peasant t hat he . roduces a certain 

basic mini!!l1.lm of cro;:,s eaeh year. Failure means t hat he would lose hi s l and . 

I saw t hl.s proj ~ct a t ,wrk . It wa s one of my mo t exciting and hopeful We s t 

Indian experience s . For - r e , a.s in Afri ca, 1 :rid i s t he life of t he peopl e . 

C r t e.inly,· t his i rlea of the r e'.list ribu ti o.n of l mi ght well be one of t he 

small i sl ands I gr -a t eBt contribution t o t e gr a ter Br .i t i sh l e s t Indi an F der ation. 

And t h~ way I saw peasants eYar ywh9r e r espond t o t he challenge of 'produce or 

give u.1 1 was most he art-warming , f illed me with hope of optimi sm f or t he future 

of these i sl nds. 
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NEW WORLD J ORHNEY . Pe t er Abrahams. 

I fl•~v. into t:ingst.on, J amaica and f ound myse l f in t. e f inal phase s of a 

year-long cel eb ·s.tion. 1955 marked t he 30t h year since the British sea cap tains , 

f' t'llill &:1.J Vena e s l a~de<! in J au:aica and captured it f r om t he S1 ania.rds. ies viv l s 

of art,. l!lU:Ji c an<l dancing wer"" t o.ki ng place th1·ough t he length anct bread 1 of 

the i s l a nd . The mood and a.t:mo p ,,r e , espe cL;J.ly in King ~ton, as gay aw filled 

Yi t h h pe for t he future. Adlai .Jt evenson, pr esic'ent ' al can · date in t ' e 

had s poken at a gia.nt r · ly t ,o days before my arrival. · A pl a ne-loa of 'ollywood 

filT11 s·Lars r· r e due to arrive in a f ew days ' time . I was invited to t h~;; t hea t re 

wi t hin a. day of being t here. The important Lonc.i,on daily and -..reekly- pape r s were 

ea.Si.Ly come by . The People I s Na.tional Par ty was pr epari ng for its annual 

conference much s t he polit ical par t i es do in this countr y . This was no far­

flung isolated island, cut off f rom t he rest of the world. It wa s very muc. i n 

t he world, ver y muc-.b in t h stream of t .b...ings . And behind t he coastal p l ains 

t he hills &.nd mount&,i ns rose , t ouched v,i t h purple at sunset and ma.king it an 

unutterably lovely l and. 

And in t he s treets of I i ng ston and Spanis Town a nu !1orant Bay a nd ? ort 

ntonio and Black River and Falmouth n<l all t he other tmms, peopl e move 6-bout 

i n club:· a rid pubs and of'fl ces a..r1' , urked togetner and pl ayed together v i t .. out 

any r egard for r a.ce or colour. Sure , t,he r e might be a. small white lunat ic f i nge 

riddle wi t h hi t e raci sm, and e.. small bla ck lunatic fringe riad.Le wit 1 bla ck 

r .acism. They di dn 't r ea.i.ly matter. Basically J amaica i s , in t e rms of r a ce relations 

the happi e st cuuntry I ha.ve e ve r visi t ed. Jamaica. can t each the rest of t he 

world much a bout how differ ent r a cial g r oups can live toget her in p .. a ce a.nd 

good fello-wship . I know of no othe r English speaking country as free of r a cism 
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a nd r acial pr e judice. a s she i s . And I he.va mGt f e · peopl B Ii" w-.rr.nheart ed and 

f'r~endly ~s her :;:eo".)le , of 2.11 .-hades an colours. 

The i s land l ies B-1...~o s t in the middl of tha t :2, 0OO--mile long curvi ng 

cha :i.n of :1. ,1~n1s. I t if-3 the largest of the Bl:'itish i f3Lnds 1rith a n area of 

4 , 411 square mi l e s an,1 a population of 1½ .illions , ,.,lightly mor t h :b t he 
Briti sh 

tota l population of the oth:Jr ,/is lands put together. It i s , politi c lly, t he 

mos t adYa.nced,. t h most mat11I'c-1 of thP. Briti sh i s l ands, th~ only on~ with a 

clearly defined t wo- party y s t ,3Jll. 

1 IJ/il4-iil it#-li,J~/-J.-/itirJf l,iil i.91:l/-'l,/ l,Uff £ii/ itflf /.t:iJi l/.cJ/itl ii.l,i,i.//.-/11./ l i.lfi.lit.lf 

B-/ilt#il f;ti// t <lliiflit/i,ii/l irliiidl r~j(ti,t/l iff,f /llit/./-tiri iiit i#i:rlti/7-rt<i.iit/ilt 

1-/i/.i /rt#l>nl /f i i,lii. 'itid/ti/ii,fit I 

The stor y 0£ mod rn political de velopment :i.n. J amaica dates ba ck to 9 58 

::i.nc t he riots of t h_ hungry a nd homel e s s and workl ess in t ha t year . Alexander 

Bustamente put himself at t.he head of the riot ers and was imprisoned . Norman 

1 anley , under t he infl uence of the 1 t Sir St afford Cripp s , f ounded t he 

People I s !'fo.tional arty in So!)t e~ber of 1 838. Bustam. nte came out of r· son and 

fon1e d t he Bnnt am nte Indu:-1trial '.radE~ Union of which h · ·a, ' l i f e ' pr sident, 

se er ~t ~.l"Y, etc. Thi s 1a.e t he beg.irmi r.g of t he 1.1truggle fo r se l .f-g ove r:nment i n 

t he ish.nd. By 1 944 the st ruggle had r eached t he poi.n t wher e J rur.a.ica could 

hold its fir s t ge neral elections .• Bust amente, wh o had by now f ormed hi s J a.711.aics. 

L _bour Party, won th~ elections. H0 · •as in power for 10 y,ar • .At the generel 

ele ctions of JantF' ry, .1955, Nor man .fanl ~y ' s Peo~l e ' s- National Party finally 

won power r,ftE>r 10 year ~ :tn opposition. A n aw phas of J a .uca' s politi cal 

development was t hus set in motion. 

Jus t what t his new phase m:ant Isa;; for mys~lf as I uandered a bout t he 
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3. 

country. 

In the rugged hills of upper Trela.my, I came across a vast 41 500-acre 

stretch of l and called 'Allsides• be.cause, they say, it vas on all si des of 

t e road along .rhich I drove . Thi? . and was t hs property of an absentee owner 

living i n England. He had been the absentee owner f or upwards of 40 y ear s . Half 

t e property i s r,~nted out to som"1 thi!:ig like 1 1 400 peasant t 1?.nr nts who p y 54/­

per acre per y ear. They have to pay thi s rent in four quarterly ins t a.l."llents . 

Ther e i s e. r e sident overseer on the l and whos _ soJ.e func t ion was th ~ col l e cting 

of t he r1:mt f rom the peasar t t enants. Thi s man cult.ive.t d about 1 2 ac.rss o:f 

l nd for his wn personal needs. T'er e we.s ther efore over 2. 000 acres of l an 

l ying f' llow with l and-hungry : easants cJ.l a.bout. It i s mountainous and and 
was 

ero .. i n ca n be b~d i n _ 18.ce s , i t if. particula r ly bud a t J.llsides . But why 11 rry, 

t J.6 e.bse11te 1.3 oi,mer' s i ncome •.4a.s assur e an. it w&s a tidy sum. 

In hunt ed out one oi' t he rnore pr osper ouo of the tewmts. I found a an / ;{j.'ji 

Med '-ie bb> age l 44 . He Wc .. s :marr ied a nd he a nd hi s wif e and their six childr en 

lived i n 16 by 9 foot snnek . The shaok had ~attled si de s '?nd a thatc ,ed r oof and 

t he insiuc wall - w r e aper e d with mn-rs~)apcr s . They rd boards on the floor . Not 

all p asruits have that . Thi :; room ··.· s divi ded i nt c three compar t ments . TL er e wer e 

f ou si ngle eds . ebb r ented a t otal of three acr s , scatt er ed in l i ttle 

parcels of a i· a.ere he1· t another ~ or ·~ acre a mile a w y , and s o on. He esti mat ed 

t e.t he es.rned £150 a year off hi crops. 

- selliP..g at t he weekly village mar ket. 

s .;if e earned £5 s. year from I hi gling 1 

Vebb r ef used to put into practice a:ry soil conser vation met hods . He wai d 

ther e wo.s no point a s he could b,3 turned o£ff t he l and any time. He might fall ill 

and be u..llable to pay one quarter' s r e nt and be turned of f. For the same reason 

he would not build a better aJld more peI'llanent house f or his frunily. 

I l eft the Webbs at Allside s and got down to Ki ng s ton i n time to si t in on 
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a debcl.te in the House of Representative s. Chi_f Minis ter Hanley was introducing 

a long complicat ed bill called 'The Land Bonds Bill'. Later, privately, I told 

t 1e Chief Minis ter about my journeying and what I had s een at Allside s. ·e 

nodded ..na fllJliled but said nothing. • 

And then, a f e days before I Left J ,a.ica, t he Chief Mini ster told me 

what bis land Bonds l aw was all about. It was to give security of tenure tot e 

·•1ebbs ctnd those like them who constitute th~ overwhelmi ng major ity of J a.me,i ca 1 s 

popul t.i on. T};J_ s l aw l:JJ?.d , in fact, given the J an aioan Gov "'rnme nt the power .,o 

buy, compt.tl. "orily . f necessary, l and like Allside a and give it back to the 

1J•;P..fJ1:1,n -ts . 

A f e.:r ,,r:~ks l ater t h~ Gove:rnm ,.nt di acquire t _ e Allside s pro. erty. The 

abMeutea owner d a-srr eod to the pur ehase . Gov rn:nent wou.Ld pa;y £5,0C0 in cash 

end Land Bono · to t he v ue of £45, 00 . 

li.n ' in t h , n-,gged hill s of u ,,p"'r Trelai.;ny the Gover.runent' Christ,iana 

Lanrl Jmt ori ty w~ t into 3.ct ion. 

W .. bb would nm, r e c· i ve a continuous and workabl i:i pie ce of lana e.nd , 

rovided h·_ work his land well, h . , .. ;ill have that security of tenure t na.t 

ould mri.ke i t possible for htm t o build a hou."'B in ¥hich hi s wif e and children 

can take pride and to work his land ~ th loYe und care, .mo·wing that only he 

a.nd hi s wi l l b n.-3fi t from th-e sweat of his bro>l . .i: or thi s Land Bond.s aw i 

the roost important thing t hat has happened to the J amaican peasantry since he 

emt.nci::,a.t i on of the f,l v s. 

Thi s , t.hen ~ i s t he new hc.se . It ~ a"\c s well for t he future of J ~'lme.ica 

nrl t hat g r eater Jest Indian F1-)deration to hi.ch all J~ 11- s t I ndians look wit 

so .ch hope . I l eft t he Vet Indi e s caught in their hope . 
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Peter Abr a ams . 

4 . 

I would like , now, t o t 1 y ou 

i n t :-L iJest Indie s . As you no¥ , t hr-- · 'est I ndies ave produe<?d som ~ verf out-

s t £ 1ding politi cal leade I coul d ment ion nqme s like Al bert Gomes of Trini dad , 

Gr nt y A.da.'71 S of Tlar b11 dos , Ver e Bi rd of Antigua , No . n "anley o n J arrr·· ca,, and 

many ot er.s a " v 11 . Bu t it i s not o · t hese ,fi/,J,,f,;fi/'1,}5i..t/ /f.i./rt!,/ f,6/ i,{ !( po i tied 

1·e.nt t o t _lk . 

Fi r. t I want to t e l yo o' a gentl e a n 1-mo i s ne r- y sevent y now a.nd 10 

i s ivc sally r ns ,;B cted as t he ;;-l der St a t eso an of the est Indi e s . Gordon Ash 

who or . any y e.rs as t h Inforrr.s.t ion Office r i n Si e rro. Leone a 1d nm... c.s t te 

sa' job in Tri nidal , t ook me t om e t t h ol gent eman. Hi s ni:. . e i.:, Treop u s 

Al b_re, M rryshow. H•~ i s ow? of the t a est, and thinnest men I ha e e er me • 

•v1 yb dy ca~l d hi Uncle Teddy. H. h~ been a member of t e Leg i s, t ive 

ounc · l o h i <: na t ive i s nd of Gr a na da contlnuous.17 f r th.i.1 tr y0ar s , .-11d f or 

all t ho ~~,, y en1~s h~ ad cr us ded or t :i federation of t 3 11est Indian i i1 l 1:..nds . And 

s -y; u kno , t lit g r eat dr e o ~ hi s ·_is no b Dcome r eality arn t -3 · · s t ''est 

Ind:ia n ."'edera e · a ct ion. , : 11 t a e nee ear yin _ssu . 

1.1 t & ked m inly about Afri on t hat Sunday mor ning : he had ol o ed ev nts 

t hera clo ~ely a.nd want d to know 1 · I could t e l . .; w about 'e cent s oci ttl and 

politice devel o :-ment s . HoH ;rere i k , Nkr 1 ah u.nd Dr . t-ir gi ( 'd doi , ::i nc what 

t es3 di f8re nce t .at diivi.ded our p<:i op e? tri(H to s11er ao b :, t I 

could . Hew s u nhappy abol t South Africa and [ e nya but, ve"·y 110_ oMul 61.bout. 1,·es · 

i a . He , anLd opl e f rom t hP, 1est, Indies a nd ''Mr ica to vi sit¢ a c ot e r 

and g~ , to know each other better . I l eft hi m f ee l · ng I h d been i n t ~ company 

of c. g ood nd g r eat pa tri ot , i n th~ co , a ny of a man who arl de vot ~d i.1i s l .1.'49 to 1. 
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t h~ c '.lu se of hi s pP-otil e a n,l w'"' o hnd foun-l happ ne.a,S i n it . 

Next , I e t a o.dy -rho a..s t he l ea er of The Cotel'i e of SocL:; l '.'or • .. rs . 

lLr rn:nne i s 'vl'i ss J eggers . She r elT'i nded me so s trongl y , i n r.-p ~ech, ge •·ture and 

move ,nt, o. our mm wo <; TI i n , rica L a t I found i t 1r d to t '.nk of ~r as a 

'0st I ndian a nd no an Afri::}a n . r-fi ss J egger s h id ask .d MP, to m-:o t hor a t one o 
behind 

h _ f eedin,z centre s , SQ I turne~ u a t lunch tim, . The pl a ce vas ¢{{ on , o 

t e · n stree ts o Por t of Spain, th~ c 1pi t al of rinida d . I e cognised it 
I 

by t h cro-.·d of child r ., n out si de t he big door . An e der y l ady met 1ne ai:, t e 

door , m fought our way r Rt t he i ds :m we t i nto t he bi g k i tc· ~n ·h13r e 'i ss 

J eggers an. some of her udics wer - cook i ng l unch i n huge _ ots , each one big 

enough t t aJc 'l.,"hol h e l'.1 . Ar ou nd u s was t he noi. e of hi dren; f'ho t ing , 

t . ing and l c:.1 i ng . One o the l adi es e nt out and told t h chi -:l r e n t hey 

oul rl g o u , ~t ai . s . They c i mb':3d a fl. i g t of na rrow wooden f' t ·ii r s i n p::..i r: . ,,1i .::;s 

J ~ggers fini ~ e~ her ork in t he k i tchGn an<l tol d me we could g o u p . e fo lowed 

t . e hilri r e n up i nto a huge h· .11 with ro,,_,s of t abl es .-. n,j benches . Th~Y s tood 

up as , e ca e i n and va i t ed till ~i ss J ~gg _r s told t hem t si t, down. Som , o 

t h ~;i'/4f,f l , dies and t h~ bi gge r g i r l s served t n~ food . Thee was s :L m e , w e 

Mi s" J egg r s sai d g r a ce , t hen , t hr=e 0::.1 our hundred c~ · 1dr cn sat down to a happy 

mea • •·ell, y ou might s y , o a f ew hundred chil dr e n a r e havi ng l unch : whut ' s 

so i m ortant a bout t ha t ! Si mp y t hi s : i t i s a l l f r ee an'1 t. e i t-/ii the r esuli 

of t{i s'3 J gger s I determ.in - tion t h t th~ chi l dren of the poor a nct hungry s ould 

be e 1- fed and s houl rl g o t o s chool. Before fl s t a.rt .. d thi fl centre hun reds 

of cbil, r :rn w re p~ rrnanently hungry, and e pty be l lir->s ar e not t e best a i ds ;-,{ to 

s hool uor k . I nov i t only :,oo uell: I know how h,::-d I fo nc it t o concentr a t e 

on ny l esson · be . u ~a r1y b lly w ~; em ty wh<)n I was a chi l d . An. I know ho o nt •.m 

I di d not g to school l::n1t went , i n •t ead, i n Rear ch of f ood . And , rerreinb r i ng rey 
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OPD hungry childhooa day , I rn g l a t hu.t t ' e slum ki s of Tr i nidad had .'i ss 

J e ! _rs and h ?.r· ,ot eri e of Socia l orte s . Bu t f eediri.g th"' k i. d We~ only pa. t 

o t he j ob t hey di d . They hA.d wel f r commi t t ees, committees to look after 

t he wel f ar0 of blind opl e .,n j pri s on co .,i tt es ~ Bu t t h"3se were not j u s t 

t alicing oontni t t cs . Tl ey me t t,,; i ce a , , ek to pl13.n t he irork t he::,r I./.¢. pr ouosed 

ing 1. , t hen t hey g o t dovn to ,;o k . The e w n no room f or .di ~s ..rho jus t 

want ed t e hono of being on co, .:rr-itt ee s . Ea ch membe ha. i t o wo k , and .:or 

hur d. Enough f ood to f ed nine hundr ed c ildr en eac . cny had to be at, 

prep&red a1d coo ed . ,~ch ember had to g o out and co l e ct a c .rt · n UI!l of 

money frrna t , e wealt y eopl c a nd businen'leS of t he i s a nd , Th property ihere 

tl ey ,d t e .hildr e n had b,.en bought a s r e sult of such 1 begg i n0 s 1 • The 

Cot 1"l'ie ran a ho-;t ol for t e c. 0 rs, t ypi s t s o.nd oth r ' bett er cl a ss ' g ir s ; 

anot her h ' St ,31 for wor i ng women, a home for bli nd wome n, and day nurserie s 

t o t e c T•:: of thr, c ' l ,j r e n of wom n who h'td to g o out to 1-Jor k . It w1s all 

highly o r~ani sed d very eff i cientl y run, a nd the g ov"!r~P.nt of t o is ,_nd now 

81P~ t e Cot, rL, vi t h grunt s of sump of mon~y to h~l p in t hei.r· wurk . But 

,.; n '1 ' ss l'oggers s t ar t ed t ' · s work s i ngl e- nd"'d 35 years ag o ....... dl .r a.nyone 

p .... i d any t t ent i on; no or:e , a s i nt ?r e sted . 

It i s very diff e nt today . T' e f am~ of t ~ Cot3rie of Soci : l ork~rs as 

.Jp ead • n!.l Mi s s J egge . ca.n no choose her members wi t en.re . Th, 6otnr i e s 

ur b a.nc '36 i n t he i sl nd, , d they h~ve ade i t a rul e , t no b·a ch s ul 

a ve or,.~ than a hun ·ed members . 

s we 1;atch d t e chi l dr n · t t heir meal tha t w da , Is i d to Vi es 

J eg6e s ; "Th.i s i :; 1.onder f ul. Bu t i t u s t havP- b!'.!en har "i to bui ri i t -/,¢ up t o 

t s , Ho r e y-:>u e ver disc our ag d? 11 

A smile t ou c ed her face , bl a as t he A r ican n1 nt . She nodded : 
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11 es , 11 s·1e sai d quiet. y . "t was d "'han I b~gan i n l 21 , ve ·y h"'- d . u 

1' an s .. e "' ilad ~ in an( added: 11 Bu t i y u d dOrnethi.I"-5 w1 ~ your :i.ea t , a.nd 

do i t honestly , Go l pros,. er s it . '1 

I wished desperatel y t hen t hat t he wome n 0 1 Africa wo d ·o l ow t ;c 

exa.mol e o -fi .3s J eggers · nd her Coterie of S cial 11or!\'.:ers i n ,. eedi ng t .e y oun,; 

a d t a;, i ng , r e o.'f t e wea' and t he elpless . 

u nr re yaa s t·emoved rom er .fric--n ance str 

'l' . - s daughte f ··ica , t hree 

ho e , w - , i t s!m ed t me , 

se t ting a g r eat exampl e and challe· e to h -r sist e rs in "rica . I hopo t ha 

taic.., i up ! 

UWI L
ibr

ary



f7 .. 
N~' W - LD J OURN'.::Y. Peter Abrahams . 
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5. 

he pl ane ca111e do n at New York ' s Idfhihwild airport in t ~ e e a y _e vening : 

t here was snow on t e gr ound a.nd it wa s bitter y cold . 'l'hat same mor · ng I ad 

war m sunny J amai ca wher e i t was too hot to wear nything but the 

light,es t cotton or linen clothe s . Now, as got out o! the pl um , I shivered 

in t he t i ck •oollen sui t i nt o which I had chllnged . I wi s ed I wer e ba ck i n 

t he we st I ndi e s , ba ck in t he sun i nstead of in t · s col d, f:reezi ng pla ce . But 

I was exciten too . T. i s was my f i rst vi sit to Amorica and there was mu h I ant ed 

to see and m ny peop e J. wanted to meet, . America ha been f or me , as a boy, as 

i t ha9 been f or s o many ambitiou s young Afri c ns , a wonder and, a p a ce that 

ch 1 enged t e i ,a.ginat ion . Now, at l ast , I was i n America . 

The planl~ ad f lown ov l and f or a l ar ge part oft e journey (lnd t: i s 

had g · van me a.n i dea of jus t ho~" eno ou s thi s countr-J was . a ter , I t .ru.V3 l ed 
and 

by pl ane a n· train to v ashi ng t on, Chicag o, No th Carolina , /Tenneseee and got a 

fu j_ t e r i dea of t he vast nes s of the county . And I h G.d t h n not covered a l l o 

it . 

I passed t h . ough cu s t oms and t hen set out on t h1o1 l ong dr i ve int o ,;ew York 

uith a r'riend who h d co e to meet 1e . At th ~ ent rance t o beautyful , wel l-lit 

tunnel, my r i end pulled up b-asi de a ittle hed . A pol i ceman wi t h a g n tied to 

hi ._ wai" t came out of t he shed . vy fri end gave him some oney and we rlr ve on, 

i nto t e tunnel . as-ed what thi s v a all about . Vy rienc exp_ai ned t hat her e 

a l o t ori s t s goi ~ from one · r ~a ·into ano t e r _ai d a fee which wa« used r'or 

t. e upkeep of t e r oaas; nd cer tai nly , Amer ican r oads a.r e onde r ul. My friend 

ent on expl ai nir1 , but t her e wac::: so mu ch t o s ;3e a.nd I only ha l f heard him. "' m 
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a gr _a.t di st ances I 3a,w the t oweri ng s ys crap0r s of New York.; t hey were points 

of l ig t er ~e i ng up and ff' i nto t e bl a.c!< night , undr ed s of foe t ubova the 

g r ound, ?.nd t oweri ig abov t em ~ J., was t he li t up oak o t he Em i re 3t a.t e , 

t S! t· l as t buil di ng i n tJ e wor d . I t w ::, i 1 e som-:;t i ng ou t of a worl d of ai y 

t a.J.es , a lit!.. .e li e t e wor l d. o J.mos Tatuol a 1 s f a.nt 1sti c .,.os t s . But t',;: e wa s 

nothi C7 unreal about t hi s city tha t -rew up ar ds and we c- r . soon :iri vi ng c. ong 

t he br ad -ve nue s of I ew York . 1:t w 3 near ing h iR ma s :1n.J the vh01 e city 'I-la 

decora t ed ith mil liom-1 of mul ti - aol our"'d ligl,ts . 'he ·e we1·e t all , g i t t e ring 

rist rv1r; · t r ee, i n s ome o: the av ,nue s ;1.mi th~ shops, s t i ll open t h ugh it was 

nea.rir" t en o I c oc. in t h ev'3ni ng , were crowded wi t , peo · l e a::i,1 s t v.ckod wi ti:1 

good . The s t n ,e t s a nd a.venues wer e j 'U\ln d •ith ca r s and t axis , and they a l 

seerned to .,.e enoLnou sl y t a r g e ; each car seemed at l ea.st twi ce t e s i ze of t he 

ve age 7 · "'l i s , ca :•. And ever y body drove on tbP. vrong si de of the ro td ! 1"y friend 

drov,3 do n Bro, ,dway PO thn.t I Si ould ee Am rica I s fa o s theatreland by night • 

.Anr f a ulous · t c~rt inly ,r , It va · a wci ld o t · nk ing lights spel ' · :ng out 

t he nainc, s of f iL s t ar: , t he t itl es of p l. a,ys : light s eve~·yv;ie e and of every 

co ou. i n t e .·ai nbo,· . Th"3 light :3 of London ' s t , eat r ela nd , of Picc dilly , p•s ed 

i nt o 't'.lbness be "ore al l t hi s . The rn.s on t h gr and , Ame i can, ocale : mag nificent , 

i g t.nt ic, c l os sal ,. su:per -- colos a l ! 

1,fo l eft Broadway a nii nrove t h.rough Cent ·a l Par k . · hi s r,.,cas a lit l e more like 

t he w r ld I was u sed t o : a world of tr':"'S and. gr .. ss/ and p. "'k be nche s . 

" e s top ul f or supper at u r e s t u ant on Columbu s Av P,UU but befo ~ we got 

out of the c r I "' a.i d to wy f riend: 

11 Ar e we near Hll.rlem? 11 

11 0h yes , " hes • nyour hot~l i s above :I·· r l em, on a h · 11 over l ooking it . 

Al . y ou have t o do i s walk do n t he · 11 a nd you ' r e i n darlem. 11 
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tr'rhen l e t I s g o t o Har l em, 11 I sai d . nr would l i ke t o eat my f i r st mea in 

Am ric· in the Negr o city of Har e:n . '1 

irs t t o my wtel , l eft roy luggage , t hen my 'riend pa ked hi s car 

and we \,1::..1: ed down t r .J • 11 i -1.,o Ti l em. hi s was s omet i ng I • ad dreamed o as 

u boy n th~ sl ·s o · far ay South A.1.rica . Then, Harl em and the famous Amer i ca n 

t, g r oe s w .o i ved. and ad i vgd the ·e , oeemed l i e a.not er world~ J ,gro 'i t e rs 
riar l em 

i - L ... ng st n fo1g es , Counttee Cullen c nu Cl aude Mc<ay hrd ma .f:!/ am u to me and 

rr.y L.nd s . T :: grea t p :og,rgse made by the Ame i can Heg oes in t.h0 rt s , lite r a ture 

· d m ,_i c t ud begun · t h wnat • • s . nmm s t ho N-:.g r o 1tenaisance in t e: _920 s and 

150s in ll.r l em. V,uch o n the inspi r1;1.tion that h· d s t art ed ID t:! on t.he !·oad i:, 

beco i ng a w ·· t er h d c me r om ,Iarlem . An<i now, a t l as t , I 11as wa ki ng the 

streets of Ha rlem . 

T_ e t~t 1·oe t s we· e · broad fl .3 the othe e vr eets t ro 1 1rhi ch , e cl t.r-av =- lled . 

~ ouse s oo ~ d t _e SBI"'e . mhe ~e w0 re as many cars a ;:, t h e ·e, d been on those 

other s r e s . 'fhH only difference ,,as in the peopl e . In t he j ourney to New York 

and th ·ough t he cent re of New York I h 'l.d bee n in d. vor d of whi te rrie n and , as i n 

o_ don 1~ ?uri s , I h.d only seen n occasional b a c pe:cson . Her e I :as in a 

wor Ld of bh.c. fa k . They ~ were in 1 the stret~ ts , i n a1 tbe shops , in t 1e ca r s 

on thr:! "treet s , i n t he t a. ·· s , t hey drov the 1:,1 xi s . Th-~ maj ority o t hem looked 

a s though t hoy h d come str aight from Afr1.ea; on~ only noti c d t he di f e rt:IlC .) when 

t . ey s. o. e and i n the .,;a:y t ey dr essed . 

vie d o ped in at S ~, · " y ,obinson' s bar for· a dr i nk . " he g r eat. an wa s 

not hc-re · 11.:; ::lf; he was in trc1.1.ni f or t hat f:l.ght at .hich he won ba c s 

wor.1.d t i t e . T en \le went int o l · ge r estaur nt on 25t '1 St de t fo~ su1 p "Jr . 

•fai e we or der our f ood a f at bla ck m 1 l ook ed do;,m on u s from a i ttle up s t a i r s 

room with a g lass wall. Bl a me nen crowded t he l ong b ; other s , e s cor t i ng 1.adie s , 
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sat t t he t abl'3s . ~~oft mmd c see ied to cO''lC f om ev _r-.rwh0re i n t he fin-· l · 

f,rni sn d gre, t pl ace . 

t e r i l o the f· t man ce."!11~ out o: hi s gh.ss- wc. l ed r om, own the 

s t i s .:1nd to our t -:1b e . 

1 :::xc se me , '' he s · d and wui t e · • 

l! ... oo ~d .:. t hiw n.nd sai d: "Yes . 11 

II SA.id : 1 A:rc y u P -ter Abr 

I said: 11 Yes . 11 

S 't 11 
a • 

H s e.i d : 11,re i-rould l:!..k .:.. you t o come u p /J.!'l g r ee t t h0 fa: s , ~•r , Abr a. ems . 11 

'' 7b.at folks? 11 I asKed . 

11 T.1. e f olks of J:ar em ; 11 t he f at man ~ai d . 11 T}Py 1 ve re .d your boo,:, and -now 

al l ubou t you . Comi.3 un • ssy he l o t them . They ""' d l ike i t . 11 

I f oll m-·ed th0 f t mr.:..n up the s t airs anri i nto th•~ H t t . e gl ss- ,:all ed oom. 

It v s a. small rndio std -ion . The fa n:an ~i gntl ed t o · b ,Ack en in~er then 

11 H-9llo fa s ! Guess who 1 s j ut wal knd i nto Harl em . I c uldn 1 t b 1 ·ave my 

e fo ks . 11 He 

I 

g ave m~ t he · crophone . T "' t , I t · nk , wa:.', one of t. '3 grol..t momen s of my life . 

I ac not ex_.,..,ecte Harlem to k now me 

UWI L
ibr

ary



N T 'JORL;; J RN"7.Y . Pete t.br ahill'ls . 

r 

ta() The Arneri c.::.n !Jegr o s we.1 com d me t~ nd made me f eel at home evcryw· ere I 

· 
10 went . In ~ ew York t he ifat i ono.l Ar-~ioc iation for t he Adva ncemerrt of 0: oured 

-oe pl es , t he ro Ar t s Thee.tre Gr oup and t h American ';ommi tt ,e on Af r ica , gav, 

.a •_1m:Lng i n Afric · • I t w:;s t he SAJ'L i n 1r,~ · ·.ngton vhere I spok2 at th .) ;; eat 

-~gro Uni versi t y , 1:1 ward . I f ound · t How a.rd Uni v::> r s i t y t e mo3t complot A 

coll.e ction of boo ., and ~ a.per s on Africa . 'I'h ,re was a sP-cti or1 of tb0 l ibrary 

rt Ho 1ard uni. versity t hat conbined all t he book s v ri t t en by Afr icans <lnd othe r 

,r:>O')le of African origi n anywhere in the i.rorld . In iJas!1i:ngto t oo , I v B 

Jnt8r t ai ned by the Institute of Africr:i.n- AmJr ican :;.el- tions , ~- body whi cli i s 

-:.ontrol l ed 1.nd run by Fest African stud~nts . 

11s.s} i ngton, a.:~ y u rnow,i s , stri ctly speadng , i n t he An er· can ;:)Out.h. but 

I .'>ti,yed i n a. hote l which ha.d , u nti VPry short time , b ~en ~xc usive~y for 

w. i -r;e ortly . But when t he o d egro port e r took mo up to my r oom e said : 

11 You . t - 1 t hem in ric,:. t h&t t hi ngs c r n c c:ngi ng e re and ,, · 11 g on 

chang i ng . '1 

The jour ney from ,ra hington t o Chicago i s an overnight j our:ney e.nd I 

t r ve: l ed on a :'ulln ,n ar , a c rr· age i t h , .J.. e..ii ng a.c commod&ti on . Ther0 ,.ere 

t ,,e V "! sl 8ep8 .... ;Lu our ca.r ri. aee , e ch cut o "' f rom the ot he by a canv.:.. ~ 

cur t ain . A o.na i &n ~~egro an , h i s wi fe and I wer t he only b a ck ;1eople in 

th_ • llma.n . Nobor'ly paid any esp')cia l a ttention t o u s . 1,re :-,, L.red t he s :-~'ll'3 

t o.1. ihe t and \~ shroom 0 as t h8 rhi t es . 

t,t '/ l /.1:li Chi c o I was met by Profe ssor St. Cl air Dr· e , t, e A.inc,: ican. 

s chola r who h4d j ust r e turned from spendi ng a y,3ar ;{.i, t eaching a t tne uni V<L sl t ; 
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c Lge a t h:: Gol d oust . rte · ... s f l of oxci t em~nt .... bou t ctll ·- h~d seen a d 

ast. . :Ie t old mo Llf conv rsut i ons be ' d hu.d ,·i t h P i me 

Hi nist a.c "'k ... ur1aJ a HJ Op~ s · t · on leader ::...usia, o 

·,; mu c h3 1H11 e 1j oyed hL ,; st~y i n il.i'ri c 

t . o · 'ri on s he ' d m::,.de , !ind o · 

r a. nv~a.l . I ;;as 

-urpri sed to <:&e t hat t he i tre ,,s ,,rho r,c ved u .:: w· vhi t e . Dr1 ' n saw ny 

.,urpri se an. srni ad. H s.iid : 

•non ' t t ;:!ll n,~ you don t kno\-f y ou r , 1-1hen you meet i t . 11 

nry ... .i.e <i ro;.11 Af.i:i t hi JU s you I r · &.. -...- .i t e ·,muu n . '1 

T <; girl G:nil0d n,3 st oo' · her· icad . 

11 1 ' rn 

.f h:3ad ; coul dn ' 1, b3lie v , it . 

s.-d s , b J.on1e h&il' and b u ~ ~Yes . \ny pr,rson with t ' a intest drop o Je- ro 

bl od i s a :'.lleg o 1 1: l n America . 11 

:1:, 0,i e . For t i s you . woman 14.0 s,3r.r d us ,r ,- ~ea 1 y w~ite , mu d be ~cc,,pted 

t o , I visited t he offi cAS of r,, ~OFY mc5.6a zi n~ i n Chi c io u :. me t. its o, n •.c 

John H. J ohn son r:mi .some of i t., s t a f f' . I "Cnov j u st ho ,1 1.; ' •iel,t krio1, n SBQNY i s i n 

, ric':l ro I t :10UJ,ht Jou rr i gh l l L-:3 t ,) 1 o··; th .:. s to:r·y b ~. i l i t . 't'.B01-lY , .s.~· I t 1ink 

r,,ost o y-ou rnm1, i s tnA r, et u ,~cessf ul Nc:; r.o ,_ a.;azi.ne n h c\ 1.or .d . ~a.ch m nt ' 

t s -~11 ·· h!-l.l f mi l i n cop;. s , not nly to Ameri ca , but to Africa :ur ope and 

Asia b.S ,nl l. 
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1 ':! . tory of -,BONY, l i e s o many success storirn , ba6 an i,r;{ ,ri t h t.ie dr eami ng 

of a oor y ung bl c._ boy call d J<hn H. J ohn G n . Th"' yo· :;, boy had j u, t fi · sned 

s :. ool a nd g ot ,, j b wi t h H lit'e i nsuranc .) coronany . Th::J i nsu..c·a.nc '1 co 1psnies 

a. ot of their busn~s s f . om t h•: .•eJr 9 • The . oor especia..1.~..f mntod to bury t heir 

d a· d cen ly a nd f o thi s oncy mui n~ed-d. and tney har dl e v0r had r •3ady cash . 

3 , ~nc1 veeh.. , -r,h~y p -· d a snal l sum out o. ' t heir wa.g3 s t o tl1e i r surance coropa y 

so t naT, they co 'n b .,ure o a dHcent bur i \Len rl e t h carie . $hu s , be cc:us t he 

,-egro was s o i mp orr-a nt to insurance , young Johns on ,:an g i v ,n t he job of r eali ng 

ind re orti a on _ v ,ryt hi ng t h t '-f s ,.ri t t ,m i n the nt"Jwsp . rs abou t the - 1.'o and 

Aft r.>r wor ing ho'Jrs Sohn on of t en t o d i s bl" 1<: f l'i8nns 

but. thA thing s ,rdtten i n thP. init B )S_ e r • H:i. 9 fri -> '1 "' o ·3 _ gr':?-~t inte r est . 

·h~1 :, s , y ou ru:• Jo nson t ho ht , 11 th - g r oe ~ roul d b 2 i nterested in , iJi ges t 

o 1.-!' at .s ,1 i t t,cn obo t th ,m. Yc c1 , ~ erh11 p:1 t hey wou ld . lh <l .,cidcd to <i t ar t a. 

rrisg rtzine en_ l ed r ep; ro D :r ef't . ., __ rio se 4r ' hod f o · s or e one vi th noncy to b:-tc~c t he 

ventur·e . ¢;1 li - on<> - ou l d . I n the enn h bo2r red 500 ollars , offer ).s rrot 1er ' s 

furniture b.S s0 curity. H1: found P- · nt 3r wil i "' to eive hi, c.rAi t , __ nc, :i. n 

r· rst i ssue .. ,. .. ,, --'-
Di g ,,, st 1as pu blished, a n is sue o n 5, 0 'O 

copi 3$ . J ohnson ,;_s f' yomJ€ m.,1.n of ~~ _. "orr,i n~n.t whi t. Arie icans l i !{:~ ~:r s . 

tOOSOVG t h~l ed by m-it ing r it . C:irculati n shot up ; v i t 9s ns wel l as ·eg roe s 

ha come t rue . 'I' r ee Y':l o. s after Negr l)ig st J o!m on had pai d 

o 'f hi s debt s nd had "?nough r on ,y t o l aunch ~EONY, n bi g ~ picturP- , agazi ne n 

w_ · ch ,,as J'lli rr r d t hA bright<?. r fl i de of negro li e , whi nh qho· · ,d t h"' e · nvement s 

of t hs N"'gr~ i n em l o~ent e nf bu siness ru1c'l in cuJ. t urnl a nd soci, 1 life . The 

f i rst print i __, of 25 , 000 co ies and wa. an i mmediate 

sue .;;;ss 
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'1.'01 ·~:;· J ohn"on who i s s till nly 11 y oung wrn of t h..i .. L t:,,-r 3even, i . ., th':) 

controL ' vn.st chc: .. · n o. ·3ga:1,ine s l ik: TAN, J -i.:T e.n"i _ ,JS . 

J 11nqon T'l Joys mor e t ha 150 peo. l e t oday a.nc ~uch year puys out close 

n a 11U.lli, n dolltl.rs i n w~ e s "lone ,, 1I:Ls s t aff of' reporterr:1 ,-1anc er all over t:t e 

\JO~ d in se,.,rcr of news i f t hat :L:J of i nterest t o th8 16 mi l l" on A-nerico.n h,.~g roes 

and the other p:wpl 3 in n 1 the: world 1rho re d .. -· s m gazines . One of • -is 

all 
n::,.nag :1. ng edi tors, Yi qs ,.~r a Bcl1 Th··m: son, , ade 11 tour of/Africn a f ew years 

ago n°1 wrot e o ~ whnt she snw an1 foun,j thP..·e . 

And J hn J ohn:3on h ,1°-; not forgotte n hi s ~.,.rly beginni ri.g. o hi s mother . It 

ws.s t 1B 500 do .. lar s borr owed on hi s mo1ih-=:r ' s ::ur:1i turs t h::,,t set hin-: off on hi s 

r oad to u,,0 lth ,rnd pmiar . Today hi s J>1 oth"lr i s Vicc- Pr-~si'lent oI s c npany 

ftnd U1:::y both h: 7~ all the money :1.nri :J.11 thu c o nfo1 t t r '3Y c u d 0v<:¼Y' uant . 

· 1hen I '",.,!,1-- d ,John ., n what he t hought hel ::,ed him ost to suce:e s • o sald : 
t hat 

•1ue i' :::el./t~13 Ne ro h 1.s m.'.l.'18 s .. - ot of .. .rog1· ,ss i n t hi s coun ry an< 11 ~ want 

t i ~ :in i md;:r:; mo· e , ~o w~ show the posi tive s i de of 1\i3gr o ::.ch i e v ement . 'f' e 

eascm f or .. our su cess , ~,s I see it, i ._ t ho.t we a.r e doing a job no on,3 else i s 

doing i::1 t hi :.; fieL 11 

I toir I shou l d •;3 ::id t _.; s re-por t of my n .w ,or 1<l j ournay on thi s hi gh note 

of th~ Johnson suc cesr- s tory . "'.very\, ar:; .:i. .n t e New 'orld , f r om t.J:_0 f .::rt 3 s t 

i s l :.ind in t h~ nest In-lie5 t o the g r eat Uni ,,Gd St .1.t s I fo 1 11d a. picture o • e&ro 

a dv nc_:mont. Of course , t he.re w~ ·e failur'3s "'nd s ~ t b·J.c:•;s in S O!Il~ p l 3.c0 s , : l nces 

whe · .. ov .. r t y n '.i rej ucioe .:,·'l"lm'3d t hold way . But t h~s0 w1:: r e f a r outvei ghed 

by th8 os.i tivo nchL .. vem'9nt ::, of thq t'e..r 1 Tor l d !~'3gr oss . And ow:1 th.:.ng t a t pl eused 

n1e v ,ry g r eatly was t L eL : k 3en i nt-re s t i n A ric , d c:. 1 t hi ng s rican. 
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