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In a way, it is a kind of derogation
for Trinidad and Tobago when an
American university can appreci-
. | ate our sweet steelband music to

| the extent of settirig up a degree

.| coursein it. ..

All praise to Northern linois

| University. and Professor Alan
gl’annmim and Trinidadian CLiff

the  course: They

) have done

" exceedingly well to devise and

- | offer a BA deg;
‘band music which not only gives
~.Ul€ pan new recognition and
<. 'status but which is also sure to
“broduce a stream of good

pannists

| Depending on an inexhaustible

- |- Supply of raw talent, Trinidad and
%ggo,f. of course, will always

for granted. -
In light of the initiative taken by

Northern Illinois University, it seems

quite sad that Wwe have not yet set 4 a

t Iband movement is to take an
International ea%, if  qualified
vari of the worid, w0
‘various parts e world, e

come from TT or Northern Ilinois ? »
% sending our steel-

_ degrees in
the Ministry of Culture
ersity of the /est Indies

€gree course in steel-

% I y '
'venthesup rt for such a roject? If
-gest_eel (Fgli) o b

—Pan goes to university_—

react?
We beat our chests an%afmoudly
boast that the only new musi al instru-

no established courses of training or.
any centralised venue for perfo :

gteel orchestras are Cinderellas of
local entertainment, not guaranteed
employment in the many fetes and

ctions taking place. Even at Carni-
val, pans have given way to brass
bands and disc jockeys with ampli-
fiers. Seldom do leadi steelbands
tour the world to show their unique
talent and proficiency.

Taking The Baton

thAt the Pﬂvgrsi?rqefnt(lzltf wdest Indies °
€y are learning and Spanish
anc?' Linguistics, but nobody is giving
courses in pan, True, many of our
schools have stee] ing
borrowed insMents, but there is no

encourz_igem_ent towards
professionalism. _
Inspite of all this, we must

commend Northern Illinois Universi-

ty. They have done well. We hope their

steelband music course will attract

many younsters and steelbands will
W In

university level. TT must get out of its

le and do what needs to be done. |
Sweet is our thing and we should
be hol itup to the rest of the world_, i



