SUHERY

A cross-sectional study was undertaken in ruval Jamaica of /0 inde-

childyen aged 3 months to 2 yeers who had heen admitted to hoaspit»l

fer tveatment of gastro-enteritis. Thev were compared to 20

healthy controls from the same neighbourbceds to determine rhather

1. specific environmental factors namely housing or sanitation
were associated with aeastro-enteritis,

2. any association existed between feeding practices, hyaizne
of feed preparation, storage and personal hygiene aunt sever
gastro-enteritis, and

3. cHildren who had had scvere gastro-entevitis differed in
nutritional status fron controls,

The children vere visited once in their homes , soon after ciscim e

and a questionaire administered to the caretaker of each ctild,

Anthropometric measurements were done and observations made uf

certain factors in the environment. The resuits showed thet inc

and control children were from noov backarounds, with similar

ervivonments, socio-economic hackarounds and feeding patterrs.
individual items which compriscd the hvriene rating were not
significantly differcnt in ivdex and centrol greups, but -rnon

these wore compared to give an averall rating of "maternal technology",

ﬁhpre was o significent Aifference botieen *he ¢ oups, the rontyro.c

haying a heotior Peakecpal technolon Significa tly more sy
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had significantly better nutritional status as measured by al
indices except weight for heiaht. It appeared that gastro -enterifis
was associated with poor nutriticnal status, less of passive
freinity conferred on the infant by breast-milk and decreased

resistance to infection under conditiens nf poor hygiene.



