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Two men—a Trinidadian

farmer and a Dominican

vermiculture researcher—
are making a thriving
small business from

farming earthworms and

their nutritious wastes
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sheswpenalBousnden oot

1t's dark brown and looks like
colffes grounds, or arich, earthy
compost, And il conies from
WOITIES: IOne their

have eaten their fill of organic
scraps, and them inlo
arich, natural nastrient mix ide-
al for boosting soil quality for

growing plants. Nestled inthe =

green countryside of Gran Cou-
wan, e s anend

business dedicated to prodoc-

ingjust that substance. It isthe

"r'im'ruwmp-ust, OF WO Poop,
improves soil stroctane, increases
yield and can even inpeove the taste
of it and vepetables. It's a natiral
fertiliser which contains five times.
more nitrogen, seven times more
phosphonous and 11 times mone po-
lassivem than ordinary sofl, stoord-
{ng b garhemnbng werlber Fred Bove in
the 115 magaxine Modern Fammer.
“¥om can ewen make your owm “black
Fold™ yourseld without using any
faney chermdeals. Arnd anlike marny
artificial fertBisers, gardeners say
it will not barm your plants.

The humble earthworm's mane
ability to create valoe from waste
matter is not widely kmown or ap-
preclated in T&T. Bul worm Earms.
have exdsted for decades in other
countries —vermiculture happens
ricve in Canada, Ialy, Japan, Ma-
Taysda, the Philippdres and the USA
on a lange, industrial scale, with
many specialised products and
opportunities. In the Caribbean,
Cuhan Exrmers have long practiced
it, and are reglonal experts in the
field, growing thedr cwm worms and
making their own compost for ag-
ricubture.

Tf the thought of rising humdreds
of siimy pink wrigghers by yoursell
makes you squirm, however, then

sanall "

o, bist also makes bags of ver-

micompost ready for use, sswellas

a blenwd of lguid fertiliver extract
{commpost tea) and soil amendments
tohelp grow bealthy plants.

The two-man beam also offers |

traindng in how to malkoe your own
vermicomipost. They have even de-
siginexd their own worm binmodel to
make it easy for the backyard gar-
dener. The duo has reached oul to

TET. The business not only farms - LR

schools, too—on Jume dihey started 98

ditstribating worm = fanming undts o
schools 1o promote bealthy organic
farming through sermicompost-
ing, as well 08 bo encoarage good

waste management practioes; the E

worms can eat most vegelable SR
kitchen waste or plant - based mat - =85

ter, including obd newspapers. The
Iesmaty oif it &5 that they can help you
recycle your waste while creating
something useful at the end.

The Guandian visibed Boissierme
Greens Worm Farm in Gran Couva
b i oot b oot e s Emess.
‘The Ragronanan family fanm ks the
headquarters for the worm farm,
which exists in a rocomy, dark cov-
ered area next to the Bamily home.
‘There, cver S00,000 worms manch

Micah Martin holds scme of the vermicompast in

away happily in the dark, in big
comtainers of well - prepared mied
oFAnie el ber.

But it wasn't all smooth sailing.
At first, Dexter tried
importing a balch of “slarter™
worms from abroad. But by the

time they reached him, they were
ol chesac). Thém brisk weifie, & wrise weoimy -
an, suggested he try bocal worms. 5o
he collected 1,200 of them in one
week of devoted worm hanting on
his family farm land, He then put
them in bins of earth to lve, and

|progress. Vermicompost, or worm poop, improves soll structre,
increases crop yield and can even improve the taste of fruit and vegetables.

mixed in some “growing mash”—
chicken feed— with organic matber
whichinelwded horse manure. Bl
less than two hours Later, he dis-
covered most of them had perished,
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