THE S'I'EELBAND movemen is much
woger today havmg suffered the Ioss of
eorge Goddard eof its

Over the years ‘Ihave heard many people, some
em panmen, huri all sorts of adjectives of dislike
cxnoone(xxxldpomtanacumngf
m'torf}eorge dard-gmanolstmng
yubative mind of u.nquesuoued

Nonnal!y, because of his appmach and talkauv
ess, George rubbed the wrong side of many, inclu
\¢ some of us in the pan movement, but he knew
xacﬂy what he wanted for the panman.-: -«
ehandedly,; though he never admi
d it, GeorgeGoddardmthe sandl%f)s gave
; this country a very significant treasure —
-presentative Natxonal Steelband — whxch cou.ld
nd would have done so much to propel thc devc]op-
‘mtolpatgeforwa.rd. £ '*“ -

During period of the
wuch to promote ., 'I‘nmdad and Tobago abroad
henever it perfcrmed overseas at engagements
rganised - by  a 'non-| mﬁt orgamaumn Moral
‘earmament. .4/

The band, wlnch comprised selectad plxyers fmm
arious steelbands throughout the ooumry never got
1e governmental port it dzserved such

. 1’
Symi . et ’1“2‘..‘323’5“ b

Boston y eslra ora
‘nomc e , here was the base for Trinidad and
‘obago to have its own symphony, of its own music
—meonlysxgmﬁcautmusxcaldxsmveryohhem

from George, l;‘ollmnes
meeting he o
at the NUGFW Hall on Frederick Street. e turned
:xveuv)vxm all he oould have laxd hands on in connec on_
pan.:

But it was onlymlk andeutremamedwm\no
e e
. Ye ew George was determined to et on thh
the ]Ob when the Guardian granted him theg oppomm
ity to use its Lib; to do his research.

Two days before I took off on vacation last ear,
e called me at home and asked if I hel,
with e editing of his manuscript. I willin, agreecﬁ, \
!eumghlmlfhecouldgetntomelwmu checkt.he f
“manuscript while on vacation. St

After my return with the corrected version; he i
prumlscd to call on mc:‘gam He said that wnung a’!
comprehensive history of the steelband was difficult, A
B since this entailed drawing on the personal histories -

.- of people who were in some way or another involved , ! !
-in the steelband at .some stage of their lives, and
some of those people wcre dea

Gomes lnmuhv

They cluded Albert Gomai who x;nany . drded |
rge Goddard. Th ~ 7 .7 ‘as Chief Mmister between 1946 and 1955m§nd on ’
Just as the sleelbandsru ei he 00 sn'ug ed(o' S ‘;lfse initiative the first Government-: appomted
ain recognition'for gar, that involved getting: i . Steelband Committee was set up in 1949. - :

aim i Then also there was ican cl
mmmunyaqu«m'elmt’ °5“‘“Y‘”‘ ””yb“j Max Farquhar, who was chay aneoth

tee,and L folkl onstGeOAndrewCarr 4
As an ernative, rge said he’ relen'ed t
write about “Forty years in the' Steglbands ag
account of its origin, and his (Goddard s) mvolve 4
e Joh s of e B \ :
e a copy of the chaterwnthmef g
A checking, x?gxr’n” to hdaave ctaillled bapck forit, but aft::
| one , the next ne: T h
mkmdmﬁ was about h:s’éeath on Mmt;vz: la;:t?ni Ofl

)Severul Yecrs Back
panman,: my assoc:an w1th “Geo!
voddardgoessevemlyeaﬁback when the st
»and was going throughits roughest era—the nod
{ the “badjohns” and gang wars. It was
esnng time for. all panmen, who as Sparrow lai
1n Calypso, were outcasts.
was a dunng the 1941
sut it was when he became an administrator in the"
\onemcn( in 1950 that we became closely asso-
-iated....I guess because we were on the same wave-
leogth about the deve]opmem of m
, After ‘tmmey-a(la da; s he as

On occasia
walked out of me‘,%vns room ol the Prime
resxdenoe becaup d\sagreemen: on a

“alled or), Lennox Pi and was Let’s face it, As the old people woul say, “you '
advist 2 first eelbands body, Steelbands | ever miss the water till the well runs dry.” And this
AssoCia. - ol 'l‘nmdad ami 'l'obago, Goddard

pecame

Critchlow, & posmun in wfnah he rexgned a].moa

mma‘l presxdent until 1959 whm he gave up  th - Some ymee;panHWhm e d.iagg wewc:xeamlé it 1.
position to Albert Jones, but Goddard was back as : kigtf “help. bt a?i-eed. But_our ?
president again from 1962m 1971, - and as subxect Memdy.‘ SR s
o m;h was. that -we would

glstalltheoldpanm

" Tobago Steelbandsmen (NA’I’IS
which existed to 1972, when agam the organisati
underwent a name change to Pan _Tnnbag

0 — its,

of * Goddard' gn

bctween mum 1971 tg;n the Steelband Movemaut
_made some dramatic strides. -« x - .

= Apart from mabhsbmgm a National Steelband Lhe

ol amsauon ahu benn‘ge pped by the Music Festi-

ﬁ Biennial Music Festivals

after that hmnnc mghx at Queen sHaIl org its

" interjection of some pacifiers Mrs Johnstone gavein, = 3
and the show went on. But that brought the curtain
down on ag steelband pamclpauon in lhe Fesuval $

Mrs
flowever, like the Music Festival Assoantion, the
stee.lbands body under Goddard’s leadership also
brought down’ music \ad)udxcators from I.m on to,
adjudicate at its festiyals, . - - ¢
" Thé association, through Goddard, negonaledma i
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