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6th Februsry,l1962.

Mr, Harry Sions,
Editorial Director,
Holiday,
Independence Square,
Philadelphia 5,
Penna,

Dear Harry,

I am distressed by your cable that you have not
reccived the author's galley for ¢the Weshington piece because
I airmailed it to Ruth Graves on dJanuery 29th, however, if
you have still not received it By the time you get this I am
enclosing copies of the inserts requested so that you need not
be held up. There is the dnsert on galley 3 giving a brief
description of Halm and there is the new finel paragreph which
you people requested.

I have checked and confirmed all their queries of
fact and quotation, and the proper styling of the protocol
section which they queried is "The Special Protocol Affairs
Section of the Office of Protocolt I think that is sbout sll
end I hope you'can get through without any further delay. 1
am sending this by express delivery but I still hope that you
will receive the actual galleys before you get this, Certainly
you should hawye received it by the lst January but funny things
happen in our postal service where it has taken a letter three
weeks to get from one part of Kingston to another,

Warmest regerds,

Yours sincerely,

PA/mph Peter Abrahems

Enels.
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EDITORIAL OFFICES

January 18, 1962

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba )

Hed Hills P. O.

S5t. Andrew, Jamaica
British West Indies

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Here are the galley proofs of¢"Africa in Washington,"
with some queries from out editors and copy checkers.

We'll need these galleys, with the new material requested
by the editors, befere tife 30th of January, and would
therefore be gratefudif you would return the galleys

to us by airmail \a®\soon as possible.

Many thanks “for jyour help.
Sincerely,

il T i
. o
(nl ~7laréZ

7

" Ruth Graves
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HARRY S10Ns, Editorial Director

October 18, 1961

Mre Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

3t. Andrew, Jamaica,
British West Indies

Dear Peter:

I am sorry to take so long in giving you our reaction to AFRICANS IN
WASHINGTONe They are, to be candid, a little mixed, although I hasten
to add that your essay, as usual, will turn out to be wonderful.

The feeling here is that there is not sufficient material or emphasis

on the Africans in Washingtone. There is not enough of a portrait of

the Ghana Embassy which is what your piece was basically intended to be.
I realize, and agree that you were to weave in Negro life in Washington,
and that you have done, indeed, But you have done it at the expense of
the basic subject, itself, which is the Ghana Embassy. The Embassy, for
example, doesn't come in to the picture until page 5. You stay for a
short time, ebserve a few comparatively unimpertant things which cculd go
on in any office, then you go off to the parties -- alas, never te return
to the Embassy againe

We think the piece should tell something about the workings of an Embassy
and Ambassador, The fact that it is an African embassy with some par-
ticular preblems of its own should also be emphasized to help develop

the theme of the new Washington -- Washington today. Also, we feel there
saould be more of a portrait of the Ambassador, himself, He is mentioned
in the most casual sense,

I am sure you can give us what we want even if it requires some additional
phone calls and writing of letters, A great deal of the material could

be kept although I think the secticn on the apartments could be cut.

But there should be much more emphasis on your basic story of Mr. Africa
Comes to Washingtone.

We have already put through payment on your piece te emphasize £hat we
are sure it will be wonderfui. I hope you will have a chance to send the
revision to us within the next two weeks. :



Mr, Peter Abrahams Page 2 October 18, 1961

Alse, looking ahead, we agree with you that there is not much point
in doing the Caribbean Federation since there isn't much of it left
now. However, we would like you to give us a portrait of Jamaica
Today and the Jamaican peeple. This could be quite moving, You re-
call, we wanted you to do this some time ago. Let's go back to it.

If I can be of any help to you, please sing out. Everyone here sends
his regards,

Sincerely,

HS:sdd



HOLIDAY ; Peter Abrahams

THE AFRICANS IN WASHINGTON

The man fell into step beside me after I had walked only
a few yards away from the hotel, He was very black and very
thinj narrow of fsce and with & long jaw and hollow cheeks.
His feet =2nd hands were very long though he himself was not
tall = not much more than half an inch higher than my own five-
BiX, But his tight black suit with its unpadded shoulders
and his drainpipe trousers made him seem taller, His black
pointed shoes shone and there was an air of scrubbed cleanness
about him: black hat perched soberly on his head, black tie,
black suit, black socks and shoes, with only the visible parts
of a snowy white shirt relieving the clean mniformity of black-
ness, I felt his tentativity =2=nd hesitation in his greeting,
His voice was a soft attractive southern drawl which became
warm when I showed friendliness,

"That your hotel?" He motioned backward with his head
at what many people regard as Washington's leading hotel. i i
said yes and he nodded knowingly.

"You're an African, Its different for us." The stress
on the 'us' put me in a world far removed from his own.

I said: "But you can stay there now, if you have the

money.,"

"That is what they want you to believe, They meske every-
thing right for you and they keep you away from us so that you
shouldn't sece,"

As he went on talking it became clear that he thought me
an Africen diplomat, This was the new experience for me on
this trip to the United States. The moment I opened my mouth
it was clear that I was not an American Negro, I was obvious-
ly too old to be a student; so many people fell back on the
next thing: an African diplomat; and this was particularly
so in Washington,

A cool breeze softened the heat of the summer morning as
we settled down on a bench in the park facing the White House,
I told my new found friend that I was not a diplomat. But
the fact that I was an African was almost the same thing to
him, And then, quietly, in his soft caressing voice, he pour-
ed out his frustration end bitterness and his desire to quit the
United States, He had been to the Nigerian Embassy looking for
a job. They had taken his name and promised to get in touch
with him. He understood theée things took time but it was
taking rather long., But they had trested him very nicely and



politely, especially the young gentleman who had interviewed
him, He was tired of working for people who showed him no
respect and no regard. He had spent his life working for
such people. Now he wanted to work for his own kind, here

in Washington to begin with but in the hope that they would
send him to Africa when he had proved himself, Thet is where
he wanted his children to grow up. He looked hopefully at me,
Did I know any of the people at any of the embassies. I seid
yes but I had no pull with them, Then I asked what he did.
He was a preacher in his spare time but he worked es a messen-
ger end handymen, I though: And Africe: so full of messen-
gers and handymen,

He left me some ten minutes later, neat end trim =nd very
thin and streight; a simple man in whom the presence of the
Africens in Washington has stirred strenge new longings late in
life,

The young Negro intellectual took me to Billy Simpson's
House of Seafood and Steasks on Georgia Avenue in his purring
Mercedes-Benz, He had worked in Africa for the State Depart-
ment and he knew London and Peris as well es I did, He was
hendsome, polished, knowledgeable, worldly-wise and obviously
knew his way 2bout Washington's diplomatic corridors, He was
also very noncommittal. Whenever I asked him =2 leading
question he would smile eharmingly and give me the name, address
and phone number of the person who was the expert on that parti-
cular subject. He did, however, fill me in with the sort of
unquoteable baekground stuff which makes for perspective, When-
ever he got anywhere nezr making a positive statement he would
smile snd change the conversation to food or London or Paris or
into some other harmless and non-controversial or non-political

channel,

Some African diplomats, my friend said, often foregather
at Billy Simpson's House of Seafood and Steaks, But there were
none there on that particular evening. Instead we ran into a
celebration party which was purely American Negro. The President
had just nesmed another Negro to a high post, thus swelling the
list of Negroes in high government or semi-government positions
to well over thirty. Champagne flowed fairly freely and my
friend and I were soon drawn into the party. I had the sense
of a precious victory won in a hard and long battle.

At one point I turned to my young intellectual State Depart-
ment friend. "Would you say the presence of the Africans in
Washington had anything to do with this?"

He turned on his charming smile a2nd looked at one of the
other celebrating guests, This man said:
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"Not directly; not even primarily; but definitely,
yes! Just the fact of their presence has advanced our
struggle at least fifty years,

b
Hegro

The youngAﬁewspaper editor, on the other hand, did not
quite share that view, It was press day end he had to go to
Baltimore to put his paper to bed so we had snatches of conver-
sation between telephone calls and grappling with last minute
CODY.

"Of course we're interested in the African diplomats here.
They invite us and we go to their functions whenever we can, and
of course we give them as good coverage as possible. But we
still have our own problems and ourown situations to contend
with."

I said: "What about reporting incidents such 2s the
Fitzjohn affair at Hagerstown?"

"We report them, We gave the Fitzjohn story big play.

But you must understand that these people don't encounter a
fraction of the daily dose of our own people. When anything
happens to them its an international incident and all the papers
are on to it, But have you seen any of these on the front
page?"

He shoved some stories at me. There was one of a Negro
being beaten up by policemen for being with a white woman,
Another of a policeman clubbing a Negro into a bloody mess
after he had been arrested, "These doen't make the white
headlines and these are my business. I hope the presence of
the Africens will help but we can't bank on it, We must do our
own fighting, Nobody else cen fight our battles for us and
we cannot sit back and pretend it is all over because of the
African diplomats among us,"

"But their presence has given a subtle new slant to your
struggle," I suggested.

The hint of a smile flickered across his face =snd was
gone, He spread his hands, palms up and shrugged.

"That is in the field of theory. In hard day-to-day terms
it is the same struggle, the same steady uphill march that's
been going on since emancipation, It is cold comfort to the
guy in Mississippil to know there are African diplomats in Washing-
ton."

"Or that some of his own kind are now ambassadors?"
"Even that, Weldon Johnson was an ambassador way, way beck,"
"So you say their presence meskes no difference?"

"Not for the guy down there. He's still fecing the same
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things; he's still fighting the same battles. Such gains as

he has made are his and his greatest help has come from intelli-
gent end progressive white Americans. The Africaens only showed
up here yesterday and the struggle didn't begin yesterday. of
course they represent a changing world and thet will benefit

us, buﬁXﬁust carry the ball here and now."

"And what of them and United States prestige in wh=t
happens to them?"

He answered the phone and did not replace it on the receiver
when he had finished, He leaned back and looked thoughtful,

"The irony of the situation," he said, choosing his words
with care, "The irony of the situation is that the capital of
the United Stetes is in the South, that Washington D.C, is a
southern city. And wh=t adds to that is the fact that it is
becoming a Negro city. Did you know that something like fifty-
three percent of the residents of Weshington are Negroes?"

The Howeard University Professor said: "There isn't much
contact between the African diplomats and us, I had hoped
thet one of them who was &8 student of mine in the old days
would get in touch some time. But I supposec they are very busy.
I think we could be more useful to them than we hsve been but
we do not want to join the erowds of pushers and new~found
friends of Africa. Very few of us would be invited to diplomatic
parties in the normal course of events, and in any case we could
contribute very little that is useful at crowded diplomatic perties."

He sounded disappointed but made it cleer that he wes not
being critiecal, It was just that the hoped-for co-operation
between the African diplomats and the Americen Negro elite had

not materislised,

I gathered all these comments and impressions within my
first twenty-foﬁr hours in Weshington, A brief three yesrs
earlier, on enother visit to Washington, I had teslked with
similar groups and individuals, Then, very few people had been
interested in the Africans in their midst, What the Africens
did or did not do was not then the topic of conversation almost
everywhere, This, to me, was the most striking single change in
Washington, The Africen hed come to toun, His coming hed
pleased somejhad filled some with wild hpﬁes and strange desires.
For some his coming was & symbol of new opportunity, for others
it was a problem, and yet others were not quite sure of the
meening of his coming, Why this change? And what of the
African himself?
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On May 31st, 1961 Edward R, Murrowjgaddressed the National A
Press Club in Weshington and found it cessary to ré?;;é;& e d(
“me—-howvsing problems the African diplomats, He said: "Here
in Washington, for example, there exists a much unreported in-
cumbrance on our African relations that can lose us as much
influence es anything the Soviets might do, Where do we house
African diplomats in our capital? These =2re representatives
of Negro nations led by Negro leaders, It is bad enough that
they read headlines of Birminghem bus burnings and beatings,
It is even worse that they find it near impossible to live in the
capital of our nation. Landlords will not let them try on
clothes; beaches bar their families, Today there zre some 30
African representatives in Washington with what is euphemistically
called 'unsatisfectory housing', Tully one-third of these are
termed emer ency cases, There will be some 50 more families
arriving in the next six months, 100 in the next year,

The stories of the difficulties encountered by African
diplomats in search of homes are legiong The Ambassador concern-—
ed told me of seeing a sign in the window of & reasl estate agency
announcing an apartment to let. The Ambsssador went into the
office, presented his card and asked to see the mensger, The
menager duly appeared and the Ambgssador told him that he would
like to rent the spartment for@member of his staff who was a
family man, The maneger firmly end politely turned the Ambsssador
away because that apartment was not to let to any Negroes, not
even diplomatic Negroes, Not one of the Africans in whose
presence I heard 4his story showed the slightest surprise or
shock, To them this was just one variation of what had become
2 femilier theme,

In June of 1961 the District of Columbia Conference on
Community Dewvelopment got a2 group of wvolunteers to do a house-
to-house canvass of 211 'luxury' apartment buildings in Northwest
Washington to find out which were willing to rent to Africen
diplomets and which were not. These buildings contained approxi-
mately 24,000 apartment units of varying sizes. Eight out of 211
buildings made it clear that they would accept Africen diplomats
as tenants, 21 buildings said they might sccept African diplomats
but the responses were ambiguous., In 17 buildings it was indicated
that they probably would not accept Africans , but here too the
responses were asmbiguous. In 37 buildings no clear answer was
given es to whether they would or would not accept Africen diplo-
mats as tenants, In 128 buildings it was clearly stated that
African diplomats would not be accepted as tenents,

In the case of the eight buildings where the answer weé
a definite yes two of the buildings were apartment-hotels with
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579 apartment units, The other six were apertment buildings
exclusively with a2 total of 662 apertment units, One of the
two epartment-hotels indicated that in accepting Africans as
tenants it would act as a hotel rather than an apartment house,
and charge monthly rents based on daily hotel rates instead of
a monthly cherge similer to an apartment system,

The twenty-one buildings which said that they might accept
Africens were in the main of the ambiguous order of "yes, but
we do not anticipate any vacencies," and "we would be happy
to put his application on our waiting list", This is one of
the most common methods of getting rid of African applicants
without causing any embarrassment, The application is accepted
but not considered when a vacancy occurs,

In other instances in this category there were conflicting
responses, The resident maznager in the bullding would give one
enswer and the =sgent for the building would give the opposite
answer. ihe sgent might express willingmess to rent to African
diplomats but the resident manager might exoress unwillingness.
In this category of the ambiguous 'yes' were also those who re-
fused to the discuss the question and said their company's policy
was to consider each application on an individual besis,

Most of the case histories in the seventeen buildings which
gave an ambiguous 'no' te the question whether they would rent
to African diplomats were much the same as those of the ambiguous
'yes' - only in the opposite direction,

In the one hundred =and twenty-eight buildings where it wes
definitely s%ated thet Africen would not be accepted as tenants
the reasocns fell into two major categories. First, that African
diplomats were undesirable becesuse they were Negroes; second,
because they were diplomats. In twenty-seven ceses those in
charge of the buildings gave skin colour as their reason for not
wanting to rent to Africans.,

Some of the objections given were:
"The building would be vacant in 30 days."
"Fifteen tenants wstched the resident manager when
he interviewed an African diplomat."
In 30 cases the refusal to rent was given as because of the
diplomatic status of the Africeans,

"We went only long-term residents,"

"Diplomats move every 18 months, and we can't afford
to redecorate that often."

"Diplomats break their leases and wiolate the lease
provisions,"

"They entertain lavishly with ceterers and orchestras

uptdl 2 a.me™
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The cenvassers found thet these objections to diplomats
were also expressed by one apartment-hotel owner who does rent
to Africen diplomats and who plans to continue to do so in the
future,

The spokesmen in the remaining seventy-one buildings which
refused to have African diplomats as tenants simply made the
statement and gesve no reasons why. Thus, out of a totel of
some 24,000 epartment units 60% were definitely not available
for rentael by Africen diplomats; snother 7% were most unlikely
to rent to African diplomats; asnd 14% had given z doubtful 'yes',
If this doubtful 'yes' is split evenly the 'yes' category would
enjoy the benefit of huge doubt snd the 'no' total would go up
to T74%., A fair estim=zte bzsed on the findings of the canvas
initiated by the District of Colombia Conference on Community
Relations would indicate that something like 74% of the 'luxury!
apartment buildings in Northwest Washington.weuld not accept
Africen diplomats as tenants,

Herold Cooper, & mountain of am Englishmesn, who had spent
meny years in Washington after a (difetime in the British Colonial
service in Africa under a string of Governors, felt that housing
was undoubtedly the gravest of /@11 the problems, especially
among the younger and not{so senior members of African embassies,
As public relations adviser to the Liberian Embassy, Cooper is in
a position to know, Most of the younger Africen diplomats, he
sald, are on salaries whichae small by comparison with American
standards, These ere supplemented by allowences, but all the
same, failure %o find a suitable house or apartment st a reason-
able rental often made an officer's tour of duty in Washington
something of anightmare right from the start. And drawing
on his African experience Cooper remsrked: "In a veriety of
situations in which Governors under whom I served were involved,
I found that the forts of folly (most of them either exclusively
European residential areas or exclusively European clubs) fell
surprisingly quickly before a resolute frontal assault. But
half measures don't help. It is no use if the HUFF is not follow-
ed by the PUFF."

SV S O

I found the African diplomatic parties fascinating, They
were &n intriguing combination of the formal and the informeal,
They began early and ren late, and almost invariably food wes
served in glorious buffet style in some point in the evening.
They were also the places where you met the people you had tried
unsuccessfully to contact at their offices for days. And people
at these parties scemed to speak more freely tham they did in
their offices. And so you picked up the latest gossip and you
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heard 2bout the latest acident.

It wes at the Liberian Embassy party that I met the quiet
young French-speeking diplomat from the Ivory Coast, It was
after most of the drinking and eating and the atmosphere was
relaxed and easy, We talked about Paris in the days shortly
after the wer and he sounded terribly homesick for Paris,

"And how do you find Washington?" I asked.

He shrugged as only a Frenchman can., "It is not the same
thing. You know it is not the same thing, But my country sends
me so I do my duty. But I anticipate the time when I am trans-—
ferred, Washington is = how do you say it? =" He signalled
eand a young diplomat from one of the English-spesgking African
embassies joined us. "How do you to our friend about
our tour here? You know, it is hard.,"

The new fellow was tall and thickset and ‘towered above us,
broad of face =2nd typicelly West Africen, He fthrew back his
head end roared with laughter.

"He means that Washington is what you might call 2 hardship
post for us, You know, in the past when European civil servants
were posted to lonely or difficult or-dangerous plzces they called
them herdship posts, That's what Washington is to us."

"All of you? and do you el) call it that?"

"We don't go around saying it but we feel it, Someone has
suggested that the State Department should issue us with turbans
as we come into the country. This would meke it plain to all
the Americans thet we ere not Americsn Negroes and should there-
fore be treated.as honorary white men,"

The gently bitter irony was lost on the French-spesking
chap but he ncdded and said yes., And then e group of people joined
us and the big English-speaking chap drifted away. In a far
corner of the garden, lMr. Ambassador Hszlm of Ghana wss the centre
of 2 large group who seemed to hang on his words., He wore his
colourful native cloth, the only one who did so, and it made him
the most striking figure at the party.

I had discovered early in my Washington sojourn that there
was a small group of people who attended most of the African
diplomatic parties about whom there was an air of mystery. People
knew their nemes, people introduced you to them, they were charm-
ing and knowledgeable and were obviously insiders, but nobody seem-
ed to know just what they did or where they could be found when
there were no @iplometic parties. One such came up to me, seem-
ed to know me 2nd my business and seemed to even know what my last

conversation had been zbout.

"Cf course the Africans feel things pretty badly. But things



ere not so bad you know, and we ere meking progress, Go to
Montgomery County and see how well African diplomats are received.
And with that the person drifted off,

Indeed, the State Department and the Specisl Protocol Affairs.
Section of the Office of Protocol under Chief of Protocol Angier
Biddle Duke are doing all they can to meke things as easy as
possible for the Africen diplomats, On July 7th 1961 they
initiated a2 conference between real estate owners and State Depart-
ment and other government officisls to try and secure adequate
housing facilities for Africen diplomats. Out of that conference
ceme a Housing Committee and the opening of enough apartment
buildings to house the staff of some twenty-five African missions,
And the Protocol people express themselves as pleesed with the

progress made,

But so often, I found, the very laudable efforts of State
Department officiasls to protect African diplomats from discrimination
have made an unhappy impression on the Africanmns, Drawing up lists
of restaursnts and other plsces where they would be welcome seem to
many Africens a singulorly naive admission of the gravity of the
situation. And I found only mockery among some Africans for the
idea thet the State Department shottdd subsidise an Internationzl
Club where Africen diplomats cowld meet Americens who do not object
to their colour. And I found.guite strong resentment agsinst
attempts to keep tabs on out of town trips made by important African
diplomets so as to ensure in ‘advence that no incident took plece.

I once heard both sideshof stch a story.

An Ambassador was trevelling to points south without the
knowledge of anybody at the State Department, But the travel
agent with whom, he. booked informed the State Department and the
official coneerned immediately got on the phone, When the Ambassa-
dor arrived exerything had been made smooth for him, He was re-~
ceived royslly asnd their was no incident, The officer concerned
felt that a2 good job had been done, The diplomzt concerned, on
the other hand, saw this as a childish subterfuge to try and deceive
him as to the reality of the southern situation. 1%t .is &all a
question of the angle of vision from which any given action is seen,
But certainly, it seemed to me that the State Department had a very
tricky problem on its hands.

An arm was suddenly flung about my shoulders and E. M. Debrah,
Counsellor of the Ghana Embassy, was beside me, He was in high
spirits,

"Why sre you standing here 2lone? Come and meet some people."
He was slender andderk and very attrective; a polished diplomat
who could and did hold his own with the best diplometic brains there

were,
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"T was thinking of the problems you Africans create by your
presence,"

He laughed gaily. "Forget your work tonight!" And with
that he pulled me along to meet 2 group of new arrivaels from Africa
who had ail the latest news of what wes happening in Ghena,

Debrah was the senior foreign service officer at the Ghana
embassy and he ran the whole show under the political direction of
the Ambassador, This he did with a quiet, unhurried effiejency
learnt from the British before Ghena beceme independent,

He was one of tk2 first eight young Ghanaians who were select-
ed for foreign service training in 1955. He was an Honours
graduate in History from the University College in Ghana and he
had read International Relations at the London School of Economiecs,
While the Ghana Foreign Service was beinz built up he was attached
to the British Embassy in Paris, After Ghene echieved her indepen-
dence in 1957 Debrah was sent to Liberia ag’ First Secretary to her
embassy there, He wentto Cairo as First €ecretary in 1959 and
acted as Charge d'Affaires for severalsrmoniths before he wes posted
to Washington in late 1960.

For Debrah the spell in Egypt had been the greatest fun. In
Britain and Frasnce he had been free of any sense of colour. But in
Egypt he had experienced the.dignity of being black.

I spent my l=st evening.in Washington a2t a party at Debrah's
home in the fashionable Argyle Terr-ce in Northwest Washington, a
white residential area of beautiful houses. In odd moments between
entertaining his other guests we had snatches of conversation th=t
were no more that shadowy hints at some of the frustrations experienced
by the Africans,

For nearly all of them the tour of duty in the capitel of the
western world was a rough period in their diplomatic careers: a
period spent at & 'herdship pst?', Some understood the problems
the Americen government faced, Some were appreciative of the
efforts to make their stay easier, Some had made genuine =nd en-
during friendships. And at the Ambassadorial level things were
often 2s smooth and easy =s possible, But however things were for
them, whatever therimpact on the Washington scene or the American
scenel, I found most of them on guard, watchful, braced for the
incident that could suddenly hapren to even the most highly placed
emong them,

And these are the people who grestly influence the policies of
their governments to the United States, To an outsider like myself
the thought ceme naturally: will the struggle for the goodwill of
Africa be lost in Washington D,C.?



AFRICA IN WASHINGTON

There was some sort of mix up and the arrsngements which
were supposed to. have been made were just not working, _ The
Ghanaians knew nothing of my coming, snd so Mr, Dove, the Press
Attache, was very polite but very alocof and noncommittal, There
was something dour and rocklike about the man, He was of middle
height, thickset and giving off a feel of compactness, His dark
brown face was expressionless, I recognised the atmosphere and
mood he generated, And T resented it; but mingled with my resent-
ment was sympathy, For years, I too, had generated this well of
aloof politeness in defence of my own Africanness in encounters
with the non=-African world. And Mr, Dove was defending much more
then his personesl Africanness, He was the guardisn of his own
particular Africen world end I was thé anknown outsider, I was
suddenly very cloSe to Africa and ‘the African way of dﬁfﬁ% and
seeing things. In Africen woérld the unknown is regarded as the
enemy until it proves otherwise: I was like themen from a foreign
tribe and as such a potentiel enemy until I proved myself, And
the fact that I wes myself and African only complicated the whole
business, It is easier to deal with the complete stranger to
whom Africa and the African processes are unfamiliarj; you can get
away with more,

Mr, Dove felt my irritation but did not seem to know what
to do, It Jlooked like a hopeless mess, And then I wsaw the
eutobiography of Nkrumeh in the bookecase,

I said: "I know your President well, you know, In fact he
mentions me in his autobiography which I see you have,"

Thet did it, Mr, Dove excused himself and went upstairs.
He was away quite a while and when he returned he was a great desl
less aloof, But thingswere still not to be rushed; so we made a
dete for the next day, And it just so happened that the administre-
tive head of the embassy, the Counseilor, had to come into Dove's
room about something and that a number of other embassy officials
were Jjust outside Dove's door and that the Ambassador was just

coming down the stairsg all this happengd Jusk as I left and 1 knew
that I had been given a thorough look over. There would, I knew
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be a discussioni they would find out a2ll they could about me,
make up their minds, and when I showed up the next day everything
would be cleercut, That is the way things are done in Africa:
you do not ask direct questions at the outset, you do not esk for
a men's credentials, You 8o around the pointj the approach is
obligue, You take nothing on trust, you find out quietly. And
then you decide.

I had been femiliar with all this in Africa, But now I was
meeting it in Washington D.C. the capital of the United States of
Anmerica, Africa had come to Washington and Moscow and London and
Paris at a great gallop over the last few yearss she had stepped
onto the world strge with a vengeance often upsétting old and order-
ly patterns that the rest of the world had thought fixed for ever,

Way back in 1923, Seemingly in anethér ‘“world and in aﬁﬁfher
time, the greatest tlack 'race leader! ©f'modern times, Marcus
Gervey had asked: "Where is the bldek men's government? Where is
his king end his kingdom? Where)is his President, his country,
and his ambessador, his army, hi®s navy, his men of big affairs?®

And having asked, Gervey answered himselfs "I could not find
them, and then I declared: T will help to make them,...."

Garvey, who styled himself the "Provisional President of Africa"
leunched his receqmevement in the United States and after a brief
and glorious period when he boasted & membership of over 6,000,000
composed mainly of Americen Negroes, end with 'Royal African*ﬂﬁards'
in dashing uniforms end 'Black Cross Nurses' and 'Ladies of the
African Motor Corps' all psrading the streets of New York =nd other
U.S. cities, and 1aunching a 'Black Star' shipping line, Garvey was
Jeiled for using the United States postal services to defraud in-
vestors, He spent five years in jail end was then expelled from
the United States, Garvey died in obscurity in Léndon in the'l1930s.
But the Garvey dream of black men of 'big affairs! lived on. And
one of the greatest disciples of the Garvey dreem was Kwame Nkrumsh
who took the British colony of the Gold Cosst end turned it into the
Republic of Ghana with a Black Ster shipping line, a Black Star
Square and with Gervey as a sort of national hero end symbol, And
like Garvey, Nkrumesh dresms of being President of a United States
of Africa, Indeed, Nkrumah has lately got his country into guite
a bit of a financial mess as a result of his lavish spending in
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persuit of his dream of Pan-=Africéen leadership. But this
Nkrumeh dream of being President of a United States of Africa
is becoming more unreal every day, Still, Ghana's Nkrumah
end Nkrumeh's Ghana have been the pace-setters of the great -
African emergence which has hit Washington with the setting
up of more than a score of African embassies in a very short
time: indeed, the vast majority of these embassies came into
existence between 1960 and 1961,

When Ghana became independent in 1957 there were only four
African embassies in Washington, those of Ethiopis, Liberisa,
Egypt and the Union of South Africa, Egypt was and is an Arab
state; in those days Ethiopia still disspciated herself from
Negro Africa, end the Union of South Afric¢a (now the Republic of
South Africa) was and still is a white man's country in terms of
political power inspite of its big black majority. So three.of
the four African stetes with embassies in Washington at the start
of 1957 were not, or did not Tegerd themselves as black African
states, Liveria, the only black African state, was run by
descendants of American Negro slaves who had been resettled there
with United states aid, Thus not one of the four African states
with embassies in Washington in 1957 could be described as genuine=
ly indigenous blaek African states, avowedly so, and represent-
ing the new nationelist mood of black Africa, The Ghana embassy
which was 6peme@uon the 6th of March, 1957, can therefore be fair-
ly regarded as ‘the first out of the new Africa, After Ghana
there was a’brief pause then embassies from the new Africa shot
up all over the place, like overnight mushrooms. And London
and Pearis and Moscow and Washington had to adjust themselves tc
the newcomers and the newcomers, in their turn, had to adjust to
these great centres of the world's power and influence. And for
Washington D.C., capital of the United States, and, in terms of
the world power struggle, capital of the nonecommunist world,
this encounter with the newcomers from Africa is possibly one of
the trickiest, most delicate of 2ll that great city's encounters,
On the sutcome, on the results of this encounter may depend the
shape of tomorrow's world,
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The Ghana embassy is housed on 2139 R Street N,W,, a wide
tree-lined street off the main flow of traffic, The trees give
the street an appearance of coolness, The atmosphere is that of
2 middle-cless residential area, which it still largely is, though
a number of houses have been taken over by the new Africen embassies,

The steady coming and going of cars is the first sign that
2139 is no ordinery residence, As fast es one car pulls up and
deposits its pessengers another turns up to pick up passengers,
And there is an equelly steady flow of Africans on foot, mainiy
young men in neatly presscd suits who could bBe Junior members of
the embassy staff or else students come to sprt-6ut some problems,
They come and go with a quiet selfcontainedness which immediately
sets them apert from the natives of the land, Everything about
them protlaims fhem as strangers im a strenge land who are 2 long
way from home, They move with _an air of assurence, as do people
who are in no doubt about their standing and status and who are
sure of some strong protecting authority behind them,

The embassy shield hangs\#ébove the open doorway, and just in-
side a white doorman sits at.a tiny teble, round shouldered snd
sallow as one who rgrely walks in the sun, ‘he doorway leads
direetly into a smell reception room, There sre stairs immediste—
ly feeing the doer \which lead to the upper part of the house,

Iwo chairs below\end against the stairs ssndwich a little t=ble
between them, “This is where visitors wait, In the corner disgon-
ally opposite the door and on 2 table that looks large in the small
room is the telephone swvitchboard, The operator who sounded English
and looked a friendly little body of = person was trying to get a
call through to New York and there seemed to be & lot of confusion
on the line, There is a room beyond the switchboard, all tebles
and papers, and a tall thickset black man in e natty light grey

sult was busy sorting out papers, It was shortly after nine end
the embassy's working day had just got under way,

My first impression waes of overcrowdedness, This pl=ce had
probably once housed & femily of five or six, Por such a family
it would hsave been » moderately large =nd comfortobl@ home, nothing
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1evish but with room to move and have privacy,

As an embassy with a large working staff it was over-
crowded, Boxes and cartons were stacked in one corner and
the signs were that the embasssy was hard pressed for storage .
ﬁ%;m. Agein, as on the dayn/I had the strong sense of having

a stepped into a little piece of West Africa, There was the

West African air of calm relaxedness which suggests warmth end
intimaey and gives even the most formel underteking a touch of the

personal,

Tne doorman recognised me and called- out to the telephon==
ist: "for Mr, Dove.," She weved me to & seat,)still struggling
to get New York, From the floor above Came ‘the murmur of deep—-
throated voices, with one voice bursting out loud over all the
others every now and then, A young American Negro miss, very
ettractive and with a creamy light brown skin, walked across —
the room and up the stairs with s pile of files, She seemed
impersonal, efficient, very dmerigen: much less a part of the
setting than the English-Sounding white telephonist, After
8 while she came down the stairs and said Mr, Dove would soon
be with me,

There was suddcn clatter of feet and a group of men hurried
down the stairs, In the lead was Ambassador Helm, very striking
in his African“eloth, He looked like a latter=day, brown-skinn-

ed versiony, of \a hisfory-book Romen senator, But whereas the
Roman germent was always pictured as a flowing white, that of His
Excellency, Williem Marmon Quao Halm, Ambassador of the Republic
of Ghana to the United States of America was rich in colour, with
goldish yellow overtones. Pliny The Elder it was who had said:
"Always something new out of Africa," And today it was the
African plenipotentiaries, 'the strong bronzed men' about whom
Countee Cullen sang nearly a quarter of a century ago, who sym=
bolised the new out of Africa,

Mr., Helm greeted me briefly, indicated that we would meet
later and then hurried out 40 the waiting car. I had passed the
test, And then Mr. Dove, the Press Attache, took charge of me,

There was no obvious change in his attitude, perhaps a little
legs aloof then when we h=d parted the day before, He still



looked dour and rocklike., I may have passed the test but it
s8till looked as though the going would not be easy, We settle
down end then he suddenly relasxed: it was nothing tengible, I
just felt it.

"You want to know about the working of the embassy," he said
and weited.

I started off with the standard conventional questions: when
had the embassy opened? Who had been the first Ambassador? ““Hed
it been in this same building? What was the size and structure
of the staff? How did it work?

All this was easy, factual stuff and the answers csme easily,

Ghene had achieved its independence (on the 6th March, 1957
end the Washington embassy was opened on\ the Same day, The
Chancery was then situated in the Dupont Circle Building on Con=-
necticut Avenue., the first Ambassador, Mr., C. A. Chapmen, served
from 1957 to 1959 when he was repla¢ed by Mr, Halm, The present
embassy building was occupied in March 1957,

I mentioned that it looked overcrowded. Yess that was one
of the problems, I learned later, from a State Department source,
that the Ghanaians had hadssome difficulties in their attempts
to put up their owam Building,

The present embessy staff consists of 35 of whom eleven are
Ghenaians, ™wo of the eleven are on temporary appointment, At
the head of the 'embassy is the Ambassador, the political head of
the whole Mission, whose term of office is normally for three .
yeers, Then there is the Counsellor who is the civil serviece
end administrative head of the embassy. He runs the day=to=day
affairs of the embassy, Below him are two PFirst Secretaries, one
concerned with political affairs and the other with economie
affairs, Next there is one Second Secretary who 1s concerned
with administration, He is followed by two Third Secretaries, ®ne
in charge of the Registry and the other in charge of security.

One of the current Third Secretaries is a Ghanséian women, The
Counsellor and Secretaries are members of the Ghane Foreign Service =
though one of the Third Secretaries in this instence was on second=
ment from the Ghana Home Civil Service, In addition there is an
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Education Attache who has one assistant and whose business is

to look after the interests snd welfare of all Ghanaisn students
in the United States, And finally there was Mr, Dove himself,

the Press Attache, whose job I did not need to be told anything

abouty .

The daily routine of the embassy began at nine in the morning
end ran till twelve~thirty in the afternoon, Then there was &
breek till two when the embassy opened again until five-thirty
in the afternocon, But of course the embassy's senior staff had
to go to a vast number of evening functions and the Amba:sador
himself went ® some function every day when he was in Washington,
The embassy itself threw an average of three diplometic parties
every week,

Gordon Dove leaned back and his attitude seemed to say: there
you are, all sealed, sighed and delivergdy. the workings of the
Ghana embassy,

I said: "Could we be a little more personsl, I would like
to know something about your.people here, I would like to spend
a little time with them.,"

For answer I got a,sheaf of stencilled sheets with the bio-
graphical details of(all the senior officiels, I went through
them until I ceme_across the fact-sheet about Dove himself, He
wes new at the Weshington embassy and this was his first overseas
posting, He had been in his country's information service =2t
home since 19%56. He hed been posted to Washington in February of
1961, But he wes no stranger to the United States, He had stud-
ied at Washington's Howerd University from 1949 to 1955 and hsad
earned a2 Master's degree in Political Scimncej snd later, from
1955 to 1956' he had studied journelism at Boston University,

I seid: "Knowing the States means that you have not hed
any really serious problems of adjustment?"

The hint of a smile flickered across his face and was gone.
there was now, suddenly, & thin threed of understisnding between us,

He said: "It is easier for those of us who know our wayj end
of course we try to protect the new comers too."

"How do you cope with it?"
He shrugged slightly.
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"We are here on our country's business, snd so we do our
work and go home,"

"What about entertainment?"

"We entertain among ourselves. fhere are the officiel
parties but apart from those we don't éo out much, We are
here to do 2 job and we avoid trouble,"

"You have a femily...." The fact sheet had told me he
had,

"Wife and young daughter,"

"When you have a day to yourself, a free Sunday, and it
is a fine warm dayeeeceeo™

His=eyes-laughed 2t me with a hint of derision.which suggest-
ed that I was pushing the point too hardy/

"We go to church, and then we g6 jhome. Perhaps friends
call on usj perhaps we call on them$/ but mainly we go home."

I said: "I understend housing-is one of your most urgent
problems,"

He said: "Yes," and lef% it there, I did not press him
this time, Instead, we arranged to meet sgain end then I left.

There was a woman with two young boys in the reception room.,
The two boys seemed very excited, From the snatches of tslk I
heard it seemed thet\they were finding out details for a trip to
Ghena,

A fine, steady drizzle had begun while I was in Dove's
Office snd it%-®uddenly made Washington seem stickly and depress-
ing.



There is one thing all diplomats = black brown, white,yellow;
from the East, the West and the Neutrals - have in common and that
is an infinite capacity for being sweetly polite while keeping the
enquirer at a safe distance. They know what they want to glve out,
and that is all you get; and if they are in doubt they do not give.
This is probably in the very nature of thelr Jjobs: what they say,
what they do, what they reveal, can have grave repercussions, And
go it was that while I could see all of the éxiernal trappings, the
office routine = which is much the same ag the routine in any mkker
important business offfice - the really big etuff that goes on
behind the scenes was & closely guarded secret,

I knew the Bducationaik Rttache took care of the interests and
welfare of Ghanalan students,in the United States: there were the
problems of placement, of financial matters, of adjustment and the
like, CGetting below that, getting to the actuality of their problems
was another matter, Anything that might be controversial, anything
that wae not quite safe was reserved for the political sphkmmmmmx
spokesmen,  And, they would deal with these matters elther directly
with the Staté Department pr else on the floor of the United Nations,
if the matter is sufficiently big or could be used to some political
end,

So the non=-political people, the Secretaries and the Attaches
avolded revealing anything that could regarded as remotely touchy,
explosive or political., And of course, events back home in ghana
where things were not very settled and most of the opposition were
in Jail, made them all the more careful.

And so I got the overall impression of a very efficlent and

well=disciplined machine running on the lines and keeping 1its
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secrets like, any business office where security and secreey are
paramount, The appearance was of openness but behind it was the
guardedness of people whmxExfmimprx acutely conselous of being the
servants and protectors of the interests of their country in a
strange land. And there was too, I felt, a sense of caution based
on protecting aelf~intereat??ghis, I felt, often made for over=
caution, a refusal to reveal what might be in the interest of the
country because 1t has not been cleared beforehand., But perhaps this
is unfair comment: after all, these forelgn service officialsknow
better than anyone else what elbow room, Wwhat margin for discretion
they are allowed in the service of . Kwame Nkrumah's Republic,

I met E.,M. Debrah in a spéll office upstairs which reinforced
my impression of lack of spé@iee,, Debrah was the Counsellor, the
senlor forelgn service offiecer at the embassy, He was the administratév
head who ran the whole\show under the political direction of the
Ambassador. And like nearly all of Ghana's eivil servants in the
foreign branch, he Was a young man, He was in his early or middle
thirties., And yet his fact sheet showed that he was one of the
| veterans of the Chana Forelgn Serviee, He had been one of the first
elght young Ghanalan selected for foreign service training way back
in 1955 when his country was still the self-governing British colony
of the Geld Coast and indepdmrience and the name Ghana was still two
years away, He was an Honours @raduate in History from the University
College of the Gald Coast (now Ghana) and he had read International
Relations at the London School of Economics, In helping the people
of the Cold Uoast prepare for independence the British Government
had attached the eight young foreign service trainees to their own
embassies all over the world, Debrah was attached to the British



Embassy in Paris,

The years of British training showed clearly in his polse and
polish, in his quiet air of dignifiled reserve, in the dark busineses
suit and the light tle, in his speech even. He was a handsome man
of medium height and slender bulld, His face was smooth and very ‘
dark and he had a sunny smile which 1lit up hls eyes,

For a while we recalled London and Paris of the fifties and it
forged a link between us, There was 2 community of experience. The
London and Parie of the fortles shat I shared with EKwame Nkrumah and
Jomo Kenyatta and George Padmore and Azlkiwe/of Nigeria were not so
very different from the London and Parig~of the fifties that he knew,
The difference wag in our different getivities, We had been the rebels
dreaming and scheming to win a eontinent, He, less than a generation
later, was one of the inheritops, That was the measure of the fantastic
change in Africa. And yet there was this commnity of outlook based
on a common experiénce with the BEritish, This may well turn out to
be one of the most enduring after-influences of Britain}%he elite
of her former ifekmmm colonies,

I asked him how long he had been at the British Embassy in Paris,
7411 1957 when the Gold Coast achieved indepdmdence and became Ghana,
Then he had been sent to Liberia as First Secretary, Two years later,
in 1959, he had been thansferred to Cairo where he had acted as
Charge d'Affaires for several months,

As Debrah recalled it, both London and Paris had been fun for
a young foreign service officer in training, Liberia had been the
first taste of the real thing and of course there had been no
question of colour. And indeed he had been free of any sense of
ecolour in both lLondon and Paris, But Egypt had been exceptional.

There, for the first time in his life, he had experienced a sense of
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dignity in the fact of being black. Debrah dld not say it but it
was clear that the spell in Egypt had obviously had a very profound
effect on him, and the effeet had to do with the attitude to colour.
As for us in the days of dreaming of African power, so for him and
those like him in the days of the reality of African power, colour
was s8till a factor. One of the key problems of our time was still
that of the relations between the lighter and darker members of
mankind,

But when it came to talking about this the eonversation became
guarded, Of course there were problems but, péerhaps I had better
find out about these for myself. For inetance he could tell me of
the case of the First Secretary from'tlie embassy who had been thrown
out of a polling booth in Georgila. in November of 1960, I khawm wondered
whether anybody at the St&te Department realised that a racial
incident which happened in 1960 was still freshly remembered, And
he could tell me of, the threatening telephon;?i:de t:g the Education
Attache in May of 1961 in which the caller told him to get out or
'they' will get him. And he could show me letters like the one
calling them\, relics from the stone age who should stop meddling in
the internal affalirs of the Unlted States,

We were interrupted by the arrival of a young man from the Ghana
Information and Trade @enter in New York, His business was urgent
and he had to return to New York the same evening. I was glad to
excuse them, This business of talking about race and colour can
be very awkward for people who represent their countries abroad,
They would and did talk provided they were sure that not all they
said was attributed directly to them, Much of what happens in

g

Washington comes out difreetly or as an unquotable leak, The Africans

in Washington have caught on fast to this technique: some have
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On Meay 31st, 1961 Edwerd R. Murrow, head of the United
States Informetion Agency addressed the Nationel Press Club in
Washington and found it necessary to speak of some of the pro-
blems faced by the African diplomats., He seid: "Here in Wash=
ington, for example, there exists a much unreported incumbrance
on our Africen relations that can lose us &s much influence as
enything the Soviets might do. Where do we house Africen diplo=-
mats in our capital? These are representatives of Negro nations
led by Negro leaders, It is bad enough that they resd headlines
of Birmingheam bus burnings and beatings, It is even worse that
they find it neer impossible to live in the capital of our nation,
Lendlords will not rent to themj schoolsrefuse their children;
stores will not let them try on clothes; beaches ber their families,
Today there are some 30 African representestives in Weshington with
what is euphemistically called 'unsatisfectory housing'. Fully
one=third of these are termed emergency cases, There will be
some 50 more families arriving in the mext six months, 100 in the
next year,"

The stories of the difficulties encountered in the search for
homes are iégion. The Ambassedor concerned told me of seeing a
sign in the window of a real estate agency anpouncing an apartment
to let. "The Ambassador went into the office, presented his card
and asked to see the manager, When the manager appesred the
Ambassador tol@d him that ‘he would like to rent the apartment for
a member of his staff who wes a family man, The manager was sorry
but that apartmént was not to let to eny Negroes, not even diplo-
matic Negroes. Not one of the Africens in whose presence I heard
this story showed the dlightest surprise or shock, To them this
was Jjust one variation on what had become & femiliar theme.

In June of 1961 the District of Columbia Conference on Community
Development got a group of volunteers to do a house-to-house canvess
of 211 'luxury' apertment buildings in Northwest Washington to find
out which were willing to rent to African diplomats and which were
not, These buildings contained approximately 24,000 apartment
units of vearying sizes. Eight out of the 211 buildings made it
clear that they would accept African diplomats as tenants, 21
buildings said they might accept African diplomats but the responses
were ambiguous, In 17 buildings it was indicated that they pro-
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bably would not accept Africans,but here too the responses were
smbiguous, In 37 buildings no clear answer was given as to
whether they would or would not accept African diplomats: as
tenents, In 128 buildings it was clearly stated thet Africen
diplomats would not be naccepted as tenants, y

In the case of the eight buildings where the answer was a
definite yes two of the buildings were apartuent=hotels with 579
epartment units, The other six were spartment buildings exclusive-
ly with a total of 662 spertment units, One of the two espertmente
hotels indicated that in accepting Africans as_ tenents it would
act &8s 2 hotel rather than an apartment house,w#nd charge monthly
rents besed on daily hotel rates insterd of a'monthly charge simi-
lar to =n apartment system,

The twenty-one buildings which said that they might accept
Africans were in the main of the ambiguous order of "yes, but we
do not anticipate any vacanciesy"™ »nd "we would be happy to put
his application on our waiting, list", This is one of the most
common methods of getting ridsof Africen applicants without caus=-
ing sny embarrassment, The\applicati n is accepted but not con=
sidered when 2 vacancy oceurs,

In other instenees\in this category there were conflicting
responses, The.rasident menager in the building would give one
answer end the Egpnt for the building would give”?he opposite
ansSwers The agent might express willingness to rent to African
diplomats but the resident mansger might express unwillingness,
In this category of the smbiguous 'yes' were also those who ree
fused to xhm discuss the question and said their company's policy
wes to consider each application on an individual besis,

Most of the case histories in the seventeen buildings which
gave an ambiguous 'no' to the question whether they would rent to
Africen diplomats were much the same as those of the ambiguous
'yes' -« only in the gpposite direction,

In the one hundred and twenty-eitht buildings where it was
definitely stated that Africen would not be accepted as tenents the
reasons fell into two major categories, First, that Africen diplo=-
mets were undesirsbie because they were Negroesj seccond, because

they were diplomats, In twenty-seven cemses those in charge of the
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buildings geve skin colour as their reason for not wanting to
rent to Africens,

Some of the objections given were?

=« %Phe building would be vacent in 30 days."

"Pifteen tenants watched the resident mensger when
he interviewed an Africen diplomat.® -

In 30 cases the refussl to rent wes given 2s because of the
diplomatic status of the Africans,

"We want only long-term residents,®

- "Diplomats move every 18 monﬁhé, annd we cen't afford
to redecorate thet often,™

"Diplomats break their(leases end violete the lease
provisions,"

"They entertain l#evishly with caterers and orchestras
until 2 a,m.,"

The canvassers found that these objections to diplomats were
also expresded by one aparitment-hotel owner who does rent to diplo-
mets and who plans te continue to do so in the future,

The spokesmem~in the remaining seventy-one buildings which
refused to have Africen diplomats as tenants simply made the state-
ment snd gee no reassons why, Thus, out of a totsl of some 24,000
apartment units“60% were definitely not aveilable for rentsl by
Africen diplomatsj snother 7% were most unlikely to rent to Africen
diplomatss; snd 14% hed given & doubtful 'yes?!, If this doubtful
'yes' is split evenly the 'yes' category would enjoy the benefit
of a huge doubt and the 'no' total would go up to 74%, A feir
estimate besed on tle findings of the cenvass initinted by the j
District of Columbia Eonference on Community Relations would indi=
cate thet something like 74% of the 'luxury' spartment buildings
in Northwest Washington would not accept Africen diplomats as

tenents, e - g

Harold Cooper, a mountein of en Englishman, who had spent

meny yesrs in Weshington after a lifetime in the; Fritish Colonisl

service in Africa under a string of Bovernors, felt that housing




16

was undoubtedly the gravest of all the problems, especially among
the younger and not so senlor members of African embassies, As
public relations adviser to the Liberian Sawye@mrxeEn embassy in
Washington Cooper is in a position to know, Most of the younger
African diplomats, he sald, are on salaries which are small by
American standards, And even after these salaries are supplimenged
by allowances the failure to find a sultable house or apartment

at a reasonable rental often made their tour of duty in Washington
something of a nightmare,

The State Department, and Chlef of Protoeol Angier Biddle Duke,
are acutely conscious of the problems faced by the Africans and are
doing all they can to make things as easy for them as possible,
Indeed, looking after the Afpican diplomats is regarded as so
important that a Special Protodel Affairs section has been set up,
This sectlon spends most ‘efits time looking after the interests of
Africans and protecting them as far as possible from unhappy race
and colour experiences, On July 7th 1961 Protocol initiated a
econference between real estate owners, the State Department and
other government officlals and agencles with the aim of securing
adequate housing facilities for African and Aslan diplomats, Out of
this conference came a Housing Committee and the opening up of
enough apartment buildings to house the staffs of some twenty-five
African mlssions,

Throughout my stay in Washington one of the strongest and most
abiding of all my impressions was of the really herculean efforts
of the American government to reduce and get rid of all those factors
which made for the unhappiness of the African diplomats, Many of
the Africans realised and appreciated thls; particularly those of
the older embassies, The Liberians and Ethioplans tend to feel that
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however unhappy conditions may be in parts of the United States, this
was a domestic matter in which foreign diplomats should not intervene,
And in their personal encounters with racial and colour insulte they
uge pride and dignity as a massive shield, But most of the rExEExmERizkt
representatives of the younger states are not as tolerant, For them
colour discrimination 1s a relic of the old colonialism which they
have thrown off in Africa and which they are not prepared to tolerate
anywhere else, especlally as they are invested With the dignity of
representing their countries, They are impatient with the reality of
the American situation and critical of evem the laudable efforts of
State Department offlecials to guaprd them against dilserimination by
draving up liste of restaurant® and other places where they would be
welcome, To them the idea that the State Department should subsidise
an international club where they can meet Americans who do not

object to their colourismacked of an attempt to herd black diplomats
into a neon-~lighted, air-conditioned social ghetto,

Few of the African diplomats, if any, relish the idea of erossing
the Potomae, To, them the whole of the inlted States below it is
unfriendly territory, associated with the discomfort of long car
rides through townshipe where they dare not stop for a meal or to
use a rest room without risking insult or injury,

And they are aware too of one important change their presence
hae wrought in the social life of Washington., In the o0ld days before
thelr coming the fashlonable hostesses could safely scatter their
invitations among the embassies in the sure knowledge that all the
guests who turned up would be white or so near white as to make no
difference., And so dancing was quite often an important part of

these entertainments, Today danelng 1s out,



18

But the plcture 1s not one of unrelieved gloom. Intimate and
very real and relaxing friendships have been built up between African
diplomats and thelr opposite numbers in the Unlted States service,
as well as between the Africans and diplomats from the Ruropean

in particular
countries, The British and French embassies/have done much to welcome
and make things easier for the representatives of their former
colonies: they have sponsored the Africans socially by having them
as honoured guests at important dinners and functions and so
introduced them to people in the top bracket of Waskington socilety.

And it 1s possible today for the Afriean diplomat in search of
relaxation in pleasant surroundings,\@nd“who wishes to see something
of the American countryeide, to drive out to Montgomery County for
an evening or for a weekend and have a good time completely free
of any poseibllity of any incldent. Montgomery is today the wealthiest
Gounty in the Unlted States and ite population includes a large
number of civil servants and professional men of progressive outlook,
And so the Afrieam diplomats find themselves welcome and completely
at home at places like the fashionable and expensive Normandy Farm
restaurant.,  Montgomery County last years completed its plan for
the total integration of all its schools, It was the first among all
Maryland countles to do so, Scepties say this is because few Negroes
live in the county. Be that as i1t may: the fact is that Montgomery

County stands out as a haven for African diplomats.



I found the African difldmatic parties fescinating, They
were an intriguing combination of the formel =nd the informal,

They began eerly and ran late, snd salmost invariably food was
served in glorious buffet style at some point in the evening,
They were also the ploces where you met the people you hed tried
unsuccessfully to contact at their offices for days, And
pecple at these parties seemed to speak more freely then they
did in their offices, And so you picked up the latest gossip
and you heerd about the letest incident,

It was at the Liberian Embassy party fhat™I met the quiet
young French-speaking diplomat from theAvery=Coast, It was
after most of the drinking and eating mnd\tHle atmosphere wes
relexed and easy, We telked about Paris in the deys éﬁbrtly
efter the war and he sounded terpibly homesick for Peris,

"And how do you find Washimg¥on?" I asked.

He shrugged as only &‘2fdnehman can, "It is not the seme
thing, You know it isnef the seme thing, But my country
sends me s0.I do my duty,\ But I anticipate the time when I
em trensferred, Jieshington is = how do you say it? = " He
signalled and a young diplomat from one of the Inglish-spesking
Africen embasgias™Joined us, "How do you say to our friend
about our tour here? You know, it is hard,"

The new fellow wes tall end thickset and towered sbove us,
broad of face and typically West Africen, He threw beseck his
head and roared with laughter,

"He means that Washington is what you might e2ll a herde
ship post for wus, You know, in the past when European eivil
servents were posted to lonely or difficult or dangerous pleces
they ealled them hardship posts, That's what Washington is to
us," ‘

"All of you? And do you all ecall it that?"

"We don't go around a&ying it but we feel it, Someone has
suggested that the State Department should issue us with turbens
a8 we come into the country, This would meske it plein to ell

the Americans that we sre not Amerieesn Negroes and should there-
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fore be treated as honorary white men,"

The gently bitter irony wes lost on the French-spesking
chep but he nodded end said yes, And then a group of pecple
joined us and the big English-speaking chap drifted away, 1In
a far corner of the gerden, Mr, Ambassador Helm of Ghana was
the centre of a large group who seemed to hang on his words. He
wore his colourful native cloth, the only one who did so, and it
made him the most striking figure at the party.

i had discovered early in my VWashington sojourn that there
wes a small group of people who attended modt of, the Afrlcgn
diplomatic parties about whom there wes afi airw6f myatery. People
knew their nemes, people introduced you\to, them, they were charm—
ing end knowledgeable and were obvip@sly Imsiders, but nobody
seemed to know just what they did.or where theyeould be found
when there were no diplomatic parties; One such came up to me,
seemed to know me and my busihess.gnhd seemed to even know what
ny lest conversation lmd beén about.

"Gf course the Africans feel things pretty badly. But
things are not so bad you know, and we are making progress,”
And with thet the pérson drifted off,
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At another party, this time thrown by E,M. Debrah, the Counsellor
of the Ghana embassy, I met a handful of American Negroes and discovere
that the coming of the Africans has had a disturbing impact on the
Negroes of the United States. The girlsclooked like two sisters.
They were very dark and, in terms of appearance, they could have
come from Llberlia or Sierra Leone or Ghana or Nigeria, Only their
speech set them apart, They were a little apart at this party too.
The gathering was about equally mixed of black and white., Debrah's
home was 1in the fashionable Argyle Terrace _in.Northwest Washington,
a white residential area of beautiful houses.

I got into conversation with the gik®s and it soon came out
that they took a dim view of all these whites hanging around the
African diplomate and their parties., This one was bad enough, with
half of the people at the pérty being white. They wanted to know if
I had been to any of the parties of the French speaking Africans., I
had not so they told me of all the white women who hung around those
parties, There you hardly ever saw a black woman and the whites
nearly always ‘eutnumbered the blacks., The one said these whites
were out for what they could get and the Africans were being fodled
into thinking they were real friends,

The other one said, with a world of bitterness in her voice:

"And they don't even have any time for us, our own kind! Ite a
disgracel™

I got away from them and wandered into another room only to
walk into an argument charged with bitterness. A tall, thickset
West African, hls face livid with rage, was having an argument with
an equally tall but very slender young American Negro, The American
Negro worked for one of the Africa agencies of the State Department,
one of those unofficial agencies,

The African challenced the American: "Tell me thia: wvan warlkine
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for the State Department, aren't yous?"

"What's that got to do with the argument?" the American said mildl

"Whg{ don't you answer? Are you ashamed?"

"Ashamed of what?"

"Then admit you work for the State Department!™

"That has nothing to do with argument,"”

"It has everything to do with it! What you say are not your own
words, You are just an echo of your master!" |

This aroused the American somwhat, but he.still kept a hold on
himself, "I suppose you are not an echo of your mastepr!"

"My masters are black," the West African snapped, "Yours are
white, Mine don't beat and scourge and kmmxm= burn me!"

"So what?"

"So you're a traitor to your race!"

The American Negro braced himself as though struck. He shut his
eyes then opened them, His misery embarrassed mr and depressed me and
it was hard to hold my tongue., Then, the American Negro sighed,
mustered a smlle and rent my heart,

"You are llicky," he said, "I am an American - an American Negro,"

I turned away from them., I did not want to hear the arrogant
retort of the proud Afriecan.

'To be an American Negro in a day like this' could still be very
and arrogance
rough, even in the encounter with the Africans in the pride/of their
newly achieved freedom,
I left the party early, depressed and cgaioua to find out the
=

American Negro's reaction to the presence of/plenipctentiaries of

Africa in Washington,
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The man fell into step beside me after I had walked only 2
few yardsawey from the hotel. He was very black and very thing
nerrow of face and with a long jaw =and hollow cheeks, His feet
end hands were very long though he himself was not tall = not
much more then helf en inch higher than my own five-six. But
his tight black suit with its unpadded shoulders andgpis drain-
pipe trousers made him seem taller, His black poiﬂizh shoes
shone and there was an air of scrubbed cleanness about him;
bleck hat perched soberly on his head, black tie, blaock suit,
black socks and shoes, with only the visible parts of & snowy
white shirt relieving the clean uniformity of blackness., I
felt his tentativity and hesitation/in his greeting, His voice
was a soft attractive southern drawl which became warm when I
showed friendliness,

"That your hotel?" He motiomed backward with his head at
what many people regard ag& Washington's leading hotel, I said
yes end he nodﬁed knowingly,

"You're en Africem, » Its different for us." The stress
on the 'us' put me in a world far removed from his own.

I seid: _"But.you can stay there now, if you have the money."

"That is what they want you to believe, They make every-
thing right for you and they keep you sway from us so that you
shouldn't see,"

As he went on talking it became cleer that he: thought:me an
African diplomat, ‘his was the new experience for me on this
trip to the United States, The moment I opened my mouth it was
clear that I was not an American Negro, I was obviously too old
to be a student; so many people fell back on the next thing: en
African diplomaty and this was particularly so in Weshington,

A cool breeze softened the heat of the summer morning as we
settled down on a bench in the park facing the White House, ) ¢
told my new found friend that I was not 2 diplomat, But the
fact that I wes an Africen was salmost the ssme thing to him,

And then, quietly, in his soft caressing voice, he poured out his



24

frustration and bitterness and his desire to quit the United States.
He had been to the Nigerian Embassy loocking for a job, They head
taken his nape and promised to get in touch with him, He under-
stood these things took time but it was taking rather long, But
they hed treated him very nicely and politely, especially the young
gentlemen who had interviewed him, He was tired of working for
people who showed. him no respeet and no regsrd, He had spent his
life working for such people, Now he wented to work for his own
kind, here in Washington to begin with but in,hope thet they would
send him to Africa when he had proved himself, That is where he
wanted his children to grow up. He looked hopefully at he, Did
I knmow any of the people at any of the embasgiesi, I said yes but
I had no pull with them, Then I asked what hewdid, He was 2
prescher in his spare time but he worked“as a messenger and handy=
man . I thought:s And Africea so full/of messengers and handymen,

He left me some ten minutes l@&ter, nest and trim end very
thin =nd straight; a simple man.4m whom the presence of the Africans
in Washington has stirred strange mew longings late in life,

The young Negro intellectwal took me to Billy Simpson's house
of Seafood and Steaks on Georgia Avenue in his purring Mercedes—
Benz, He had worke@ in Africa for the State Dep-rtment and he
knew London and Peris s well as I did, He was handsome, polish-
ed, knowledgeable, worldly-wise snd obviously knew his way about
Washington's,diplomatic corridors. He wes also very noncommittal,
Whenever I asked him a leading gquestion he would smile charmingly
and cgive me the name, address snd phone number of the person who
was the expert on thet particuler subject. He did, however, fill
me in with the sort of unquoteable background stuff which mzkes
for perspective, Whenever he got anywhere near meking a positive
statement he would smile and change the conversation to food or
London or Paris or into some other harmless and non-controversial

or non-politicel chennel,

Some Africen diplomets, my friend said, often foregather at
Billy Simpson's House of Seafood and Steaks, But there were none
there on that particular evening, Instead we ren into a2 celebra-
tion party which was purely American Negro, The Presigent had just
named another Negro to a high post, thus swelling the list of Negroes
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in high government or semi=-government positions to well owver
thirty, Champagne flowed fairly freely and my friend and I
were soon drawn into the party, I had the sense of a preﬁious

vietory won in a2 herd snd long battle, -

At one point I turned to my young intellectual State Depart-
ment friend, "Would you ssy the presence of the Africans in
Washington had anything to do with this?"

He turned on his cherming smile and looked at one of the
other celebrating guests, This man sajd:

"Not directly; not evenly prlmarily; but definitely, yes!
ust the fact of their presence has advanced(our struggle at

least fifty yesars,

+ The young Negro-newspeper editorgy eon\the other hend, did not
quite share that view, It was press . dey and he had to go to *
Baltimore to put his paper to bed s0 we had snatches of conversa-
Yion between telephone calls and greppling with last minute copy,

"Of course we're interested in the African diplomets here,
They invite us and we go to their functions whenever we can, and
of course we give them.as good coverage as possible, But we still
have our own problems snd oOur own situstions to contend with,"

I said: "What about reporting incidents such as the Fitz-
John affeir et ‘Hagerstown?"

"We repert them, We gave the Fitzjohn story big play. But
you must understand that these people don't encounter a fraetion
of the daily dose of our own people, When anything heppens to
them its an internationel incident =nd all the papers sare on to it,
But have you seen eny of these on the front pages?"

He shoved some stories at me, There was one of a Negro being

beaten up by poliéemen for being with 2 white woman. Another of

a2 policemen clubbing a Negro into a bloody mess after he had been
arrested, "These don't make the white headlines and these are

mny buﬁlness. I hope the presence of the Africans will help but

we cen't bank on it, We must do our own fighting. Novody else
can fight our battles for us end we cannot sit besck and pretend

it is all over becesuse of the African diplomats among us,"
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"But their presence haes given a subtle new slant to your
struggle,” 1 suggested,

The hint of & smile flickered across his face and was gone,
He spread his hends, palms up end shrugged, 23

"That is in the field of theory. In hard day-to=-day terms
it is the ssme struggle, the same steady uphill march that's been
going on since emsncipation, It is cold comfort to the guy in
Mississippi to know there are African diplomats in Washington,"

"Or that some of his own kind are now ambassadors?"
"Even that, Weldon Johnson wes an smbassador way, way back,"

"So you say their presence makes no difference?"

"Not for the guy down there, He'S\ still facing the same
things; he's still fighting the seme Patiles, Buch gains as he
has made are his end his greatest help\has come from intelligent
snd progressive white Americens,, The Africens only showed up here
yesterday snd the struggle didn'#-begin yesterday, Of course they
represent a chenging worldsend, that will benefit us, but we must
earry the ball here and new™,

"And what of them amnd/United States prestige in whet happens
to them?"

He answered the 'phone and did not replsce it on the receiver
when he had _fin%shed, He leaned back and looked thoughtful,

"The irony“of the situation," he said, choosing his words
with care, "The irony of the situstion is that the capital of the
United States is in the South , that Washington D,C, is a southern
city. And what adds to that is the fact that it is vecoming a
Negro city. Did you know that something like fifty-three percent
of the residents of Weshington are Negros?"

The Howard University Professor said: "There isn't much
contact between the African diplomats and us, I had hope that
one of them who wes & student of mine in the old days would get
in touch some time, But I suppose they are very busy. I think
we could be more useful to them than we have been but we do not
went to join the crowds of pushers and new-found friends of Africa,
Very few of us would be invited to diplomatic parties in the normsl
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course of events, and in any case we could contribute very
little thet is useful at crowded diplomatic parties,”

He sounded disappointed but mede it clesr thet he was
not being eritical, It was Just that the hoped=-for co-opera-
tion between the Africen diplomats and the American Negro elite
h2d not materialised,

Mr. Ambassador William Marmon Quao Haelm welcomed me into his
spaclous and neat offiece. A pbrtrait of President Nkrumah hung on
the wall behind hie desk, The big room was ¢00l and pleasant and
tastefully furnished; a room with a dominént motif of light brown, or
perhaps 1t was the light brown man, bigiand £triking, who gave the
room its impression of light brown, . This time he wore a pale
lounge suit instead of his striking native cloth, There was an
alr of restless energy about the-man, He sat down, got up and walked
to his desk, came back and £at with me and then Jjumped up when
somebody came to the door and gave quick instructions in his native
tongue,

Unlike Ghapa's first Ambassador to Washington, Mr, C,.A, Chapman,
Mr, Halm 1s no eareer civil servant. He 1s a strong Nkrumah party
man, He was.one of the first of the older men to join Nkrumah's
Convention Peopleds Party way back in 1950, He has served as First
President of the Accra Branch of the party and he has also been
the party's National Trezsuper,

He was born at Akuse on July 24th, 1902 and he went to school
in Slerr® Leone which in those days had the most advanced
educational institutions in Britain's West African colonies,
Affluent West African famllies from as far away as Nigeria used to
gend their children to school in Sierr® Leone,

After school Mr. Halm went to work for a business firm which
was later merged into the @iant United Africa Company. Like s
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the majority of educated, middle-clasg~in-the-making, Gold Coasters,
he Joined Dr. J.B, Danquah's United Gold Coast Convention/ﬁﬁggyit
was formed in 1947, At the end of that same year Dr, Danquah, as
head of the new party, invited Kwame Nkrumah who was studying in
London, to return home and assume the secretaryship of the party.
Nkrumah arrived back in the Gold Coast &n December of 1947 and
assumed his new political post. Mr. Halm, meanwhile, had become a
member of the Accra Town Council and Treasunér of the party. He must
therefore have been pretty close to Nkruméh,in-those early days,

When Nkrumah brokk away from the United Gold Coast Convention
party ImnxIumexmfxi@h® and formed his.own Convention People's Party
in June of 1949, Mr, Halm stayed onm and only switched his allegiance
in 1950, From that point onward My, Halm has been a falthful Nkrumsh
man, and his reward has beéen a series of very high offices, He has
been Chairman of the @hana \Industrial Development Corporation and
ite twenty-four subsidiaries, first President of the Black Star
Shipping Line, and a member of all the more important Trade Missions
to various parts of the world. He entered dipdomacy when Nkrumah
named him Ghané's first Ambassador to The state of Israel, It was
from Israel that he was transferred to Washington in 1959,

As we sat in that big and comfortable and peaceful room, I
thought of Dr. J.B. Danquah, one of the finest scholars the Gold
Coast which is now Ghana had ever produced, The fine scholar had
invited Nkrumah back from England and had set him up in the country's
nationalist polities. That Fine scholar had been head of the party
of which Mr, Halm had been treasurer., That fine scholar had then
become leader of the opposition in the parliament of an indepémidnmht

Ghana., And that fine scholar was now languishing in jail as one of
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Kwame Nkrumah's political prisoners, Mr, Ambassador Halm was no
stranger to the events which have led to this point. As we sat
there I wondered if he ever thought of Dr. J.B. Danquah, Whether
he did or not, in terms of the reality of practical polities, in
¥erms of serving the best interests of Khrumah's Ghana and Ghana's
Nkrumah, Mr, Ambassador Halm struck me as an excellent choiece,
He 1s shrewd, skilful and experienced and, when there i1s need for it,
he can be the most charming person you ha¥ve eier met., He 1s also the
most influential among the African diplomats in Washington, reflecting
perhaps the great influence of his Gountry as the first of the
independent state of the new Afriea, ‘and still, to an extent, the
pace-setter, though others, like the great Nigeria are now coming
forward to offer challenge,/ But whatever happens later, for the
present Ghana 1s still the\leader, both inside Africa and in the
EEERXER world of diplomaey abroad., And Mr, Halm, I felt, was aware
of this and drewwgreat strength from it.

His messgagey when we parted, was to tell the West not to tie

politiecal stpings to aid.



THE AFRICANS IN WASHINGTON !

-

{dé. The man fell into step beslde me after I had walked only a few
}ards way from the hotel, He waes very black and very thin; narrow of
f;ace end.with a long Jaw and hollow cheeks, His feet and hande were
L4 -very long though he himself was not tall = not much more than half an 1n
'.’mch higher than my own five-aix. But his tight black suit with its
unpadded shouldera and his drainplpe trousers made him seem taller,
Hie black polnted shoes shone ahd there was an alr of acrﬁbbeqn.
cleannees about him: black hat perched soberly on his hepd, bleck
tie, black sult, black socks and shoes, with only the visible parts .
of a snowy white shirt relieving the clean uniformity of blackness,
« I felt his tentativity and hesitation in his ‘ting, His volce /

was & soft attractlve southern drawl whi warm wﬁen 1 showed

frlendl.iness; ‘fﬂv‘
"That your hotel?" He motiloned %&rd with his head at what _

<|'

many people regard as Washingtgmle\¥ed8ing hotel,” I sald yes end

" he nodded knowingly, - .
"You're an African. fferent for us." The strées on the tye!
put me in a world far d from his oun. E : .
I sald: "But stay there now, 1f you have the money.,"

wey want you to believe, They make everything
right for x:i::s hey keep you away from us go that you shouldn't L
see, .

As he went on talking it became clear that he bhought me an
African diplomat, This was the new experience for mg on,this trlp
to the United States, The moment I opened my mouht 1t &aﬂ.clear
that I wae not an American Negro., I was obviously too old . to be a
student; so many people fell back on the next thing: an African

. diplomat; and this'was p&rticularly so in Weshington,

‘A cool breeze.sortened the heat of the summer morning as. we
Béttled dovn on arbench in the park facing the White Houqe; I teld B\
my new found friend that "I was not a diplomat. But the fact that‘

I wae an African was almost the gsame thing to him. +And - then, quietly,
in his soft caress}n‘g gq}eg,gkgfmlngured oult. nis frustratlon and

. .
-
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bitterness and his desire @o quit the United States, He had been

to the Nigerlan Embassy looking for a Job, Rhey had taken his name
and promised to get in touch with him, He understood these things
took time but 1t was taking ratherllong. But they had treated him
very nicely and politely, especially the young gentleman who had
interviewed him. He was tired of working for people who showed hilm
no respect and no regard. He had spént his 1ife working for such |
people,'Now he wanted to work for his own kind, here in Washington to
begin with but in the hope that they would send him to Afrlea when
he had proved himself., That is where he wanted his children to grow
up. He looked hopefully at me, Did I know any of the people at any

of the embassies, I said yes but I had no pude with them, Then I .A:r-k‘:e.éi"!|

what he did, He was a preacher 1n his sps but he worked as

a messenger and handyman, I thought: A:\
and handymen.

a so full of mescengzers

He left me some ten minutes » neat and trim and very thin

and straight; a simple man the presence of the Africans in

Washington has stirred s ew longings late in life,

The young Neg Vlectnal took me to Billy Simpron's House

of Seafood and on Georgia Avenue in his purring Mercedes-Benz,
London

He had work rica for the State Department and he knewfand

Paris as w e I did, He was handsome, polished, knowledgeable,

worldly=-wise and obviously knew his way about Washington's diplomatie
corridors, He was also very noncommittal, Whenewer I asked him a
leading question he would smile charmingly and give me the name,
address and phone number of the person who was the expert on that
pérticular subject, He did, however, filllme in with the sort of"
unquoteable background stuff which makes for perspective, Whehever
he got anywhere near making a ﬁositive statement he would smile and
chaﬁge the conversation to food or London or Paris or into some other
harmless and non=controversial or non=-political chonnel,

Some African diplomats, my friend said, ofiﬁn foregather at
Billy Simpson's House of Seafood and Steaks, But there e none there

LHEVEEICYNER
on that particular evening., Instead we ran into = celebration party
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which was purely American Negro, The Pregsident had just named
another Negro to a high post, thus swelling the liest of Negroes

in high government or semi-government positions to well over thirty,
Champagne flowed fairly freely and my friend and I were soon drawn
into the party. I had the sense of a preclous victory won 1ln a hard
and long battle,

At one point I turned to my young intellectual State Department
friend, "Would you say the Afrigamxx presence of the Africens in
Washington had anything to do with this?"

He turned on his charming smile and looked at one of the other
celebrating guests, Thls man said:

"Not directly; not even primarily; but definitely, yesd Just
the fact of their presence has advanced ou 1c at least fifty

years,

The young Negro newspaper e on the other hand, did not
quite share that view, It was [hy and he hrd to go to Baltimore
to put his paper to bed s %anatches of conversatlon between
telephone calls and gra :1th last minute copy.

"of course we're MWgtepested in the African diplomete here, X=
They invite us an \go to their fuections whenever we can, and eof

course ve gl ag good coberage as possible, But we still have

our own prgblche and our own situations to contend with,"

I said: "what about reporting ineidents such as the Fitzjohn
affair at Hagerstown?"

"We report them. We gave the Fitzjohn story big play. But you
mist understand that these people don't encounter a fractlon of the
dally dose of our own people, When anything happens to them its
an international incident and all the papers are on to it, But have
you seen any of these on the front pages?"

He shoved some storlies at me, There wae'one of 2 Negro being

by policemen
beaten/up/for being with a white woman, Another of 2 roliceman
c¢lubbing a Negro into a bloody mess after he had been arrested,

"These don't make the white headlines and these ure my business, I

hope the presence of the Africans will help but we can't bank on it.



-—

4

We must do our own fighting. Nobody else can fight our battles for
ueg and we cannot sit back and pretend it is all over because of the
African dipkomats among us,"

"But thelr presence has given a subtle new slant to your struggle,’
I suggested,

The hint of a smile flickered across his face and was gone, He
spread his hande, palms up and shrugged.

"That is in the field of theory. In hard day-t-day térms it is
the same struggle, the same steady uphill march that's been going on
since emancipation. It is cold comfort to tle guy 1n Mississippi
to know there are African diplomate in Weshington."

"Oor that some of his own kind are now ambassadors?"

"Even that, Weldon Johnson was an ambas way, way back,"

"So you say thelr presence makes no% ce?"

"Not for the guy down thepe, He'ges acing the same things;
he's still fighting the same battles gains as he has made are
hls and his greatest help has m . intelligent 2nd progressive
white Americans, The African showed up here yesterday and the

struggle dldn't begin yeg\‘~ « Of course they represent a changing
fi

world and that will b%
now," \
m

and United States prestige in what happens to

us, but we must carry the ball here and

"ind what o
them?" :
He ansv the phone and did not replace it on the receiver
when he had finished, He leaned baek and looked thoughtful,

"The irony of the situation," he sald, choosing his words with
care, "The irony of the situatlon is that the capital of the United
States 1s in the South, that Washington D.C. 1s a southern eity. And
what adds to that 1s the fact that 1t 1lg becoming a Negro c¢ity, Did
you know that something like fifty-three peecent of the residents of
Washington are Negroes?"

The Howard University Professor sald: "There isn't much wontact
between the African diplomats and us., I had hope that one of them
who was a student of mine in the o0ld days would get in touch some time,

But I suppose they'are very busy. I think we could be more useful to



them than we have been but we do not want to Joln the ecrowds of
pushers and new=found friends of Afrieca, Very few of us would be
invited to diplomatiec parties in the normal course of events, and in
any case we could contribute very little that is useful at crowded
diplomatic parties,"

He sounded disappointed but made 1t e¢lear that he was not being

eritical, It was just that the hoped=-for co=-operation between the

African diplomats and the American Negro elite had not materialised,

I gathered all these comments and impressions within my first
twenty-four hours in Washington. A brief three years earlier, on

ested in the

another visit to Washington, I had talked wit imilar groups and
individuals, Then, very few people had be t

Africans in their midst. What the Afric igfor did not do was not

then the toplc of conversation almos here, This, to me, was

the most striking single change 1 ngton, The African had

come to town, His coming had ’@m some; had filled some with wild
hopes and strange desires,@ me his coming was a symbol of new
opportunity, for others ;!NQL

quite sure of the mgani f his coming., Why this change? And

a problem, and yet others were not

what of the Afr hlgself?

I hoped d at least some of the answers in the story of the
Ghana E}mbaséme Ghana Embassy is not the oldest of the African
embassdes, Those of Ethiopia, of Liberia, of Egypt and of South Africa
are older, But the Ghana embassy is generally accepted as the sort of
senior in terms of influence among all the African embassjes,

It 1s housed ah 2139 R Street N.W., a wide tree-lined street
off the main flow of traffic. The trees glve the street an appearance
of coolness, The atmosphere 48 that of a middle-class residential
area, which*it still largely is, though a number of houses have been
taken‘over by the new African embasslies,

The steady coming and going of cars is the first sign that 2139
is no ordinary residence, As facst as one ear pulls up and deposits
ite passengers another turns up to pilck up passengers, And there is

an equally steady flow of Africans on foot,.malnly young men in



neatly pressed suilts who could be Jjunior members of the embassy
gtaff or else students come to sort out some problems, They come and
go with g quiet self-containedness which immediately sets them apart
from the natives of the land, Everything about them proclaims them as =i
strangers in a strange land who are a long way from home, But they
also move with an alr af assurance, as do people who are in no
doubt about their standing and status and who are sure of some strong
protecting authority behlind them.

The embassy shield hangs above the open doorway, and Jjust inslde
a white doorman sits at a tiny table, round shouldered and sallow as
one who rarely walks in the sun, The doorway leads direetly into a
small reception room., There are staire 1mmei£§ijiy facing the door

which lead to the upper part of the house aire below and

against the stalre sandwich a little tab ween them, This is
where visltors wait, In the corner 1ly opposite the door and
on a table that looks large in th room ie the telephone
switehboard. The operator wh English and looks a friendly

little body of a person ng to get a call through to New York
and there seems to be a.§:\~,f confusion on the line, There 1s a
room beyond the s \M all tables and papers, and a tall
thickset black 2 natty light grey suiltg is buey sorting out

papers, It@l tly after nine in the morning and the embassy's

Just got under way,

was
My first 1mpression/ta one of overerowdedness, Thils place had

working day

probably once housed a family of five or six, For such a family

1t would have been a modeslLly large and comfortable home, nothing
lavish but with room to move and have privacy. As an embassy with

a working staff of thirty-five 1t was overcrowded, Boxes and cartons
were stacked in one corner and I had the impression that the gmbassy
was hard pressed for storage room, But over and above all this was
the sense of suddenly having stepped into a little pilece of West
Africa, There was an alr of calm relaxedness which wae distinbtly
African, suggesting warmth and intimacy and giving even the most
formal undertaking a touch of the personal,

The doorman asked my businese and then called out to the



telephonist: "For Mr, Dove," She somehow managed to tell me to take
a seat while stlll struggling to get New York, From the floor above
came the murmur of deepthroated African volices, with one wvolce
bursting out loud over all the others every now and then, A young
American Negro mlss, very attractive and with a ereamy light brown
skin, walked across the room and up the stalrs with a plle of flles,
She seemed impersonal, efficient, very Amerlican: much less a part
of the setting than the Engllish-sounding white telephonist, After a
while she came down the stalrs and sald Mr. Dove would soon bhe with
me, |

There was a sudden clatter of feet and a group of men hurried
down the starirs. In the lead was a tall man %oked very striking
in h&s African cloth., He looked like a r<afy brown-skinned
version of a hlstory-book Roman sena D wherease the Roman
garment was always plctured as a flo & ite, this man's was rich
in colour, with goldish yellow enpon€s, This was His Excellency,
William Marmon Quao Halm, An of the Government of Ghzna to
the Unlted States of Ame iny The Elder 1t was who had sald:
"Always something new u:{§!>Afr1ca." And today it was the African
plenipotentiarges, :}ENggng bronzed men' about whom Countee Cullen

sang nearly a qu of a century ago, who symbolised the new out
of Africa,
Mr, Ha eeted me briefly, indicated that we would meet later

and then hurried out to the waiting car, And then Mr, Dove, the Press
Attache, took charge of me,

Gordon Dove was a thickset man in his late thirties with an
alr of reserve about him which I later saw fall away from him completely
at an intimage party of friends, He was new at the Washington Embassy
though he had been in his country's ser¥¥ce since 1956, He had only
been posted to Washington in February of 1961, He had previously
been in the Ghana Informat;on oervieces at home and thls was his first
overseas posting, But he wés no stranger to Washington or the United
States, He had studied at Howard University between 1949 and 1955
and had earned a Master's degree in Political Science; and later,

from 1955 to 1956 he had etudied journalism at Boston University.



I said:"Knowing the States means that you have not had any really
gserious problems of adjustment?",

The hint of a smile flickered across his face and was gone., Then
he began to tell me about the structure of the embassy, I felt
squashed though it had been done most politely, After all, I had
said that I wanted to discuss the structure of the embassy and not
his personal problems of adjustment. By what right dld I presume to
expect him to reveal hls personal problems to a stranger., None of
this was said but it was there, a thin thread of understanding between
us,

hﬁhana had achieved its independence on the 6th of March, 1957
and the Washington embassy was opened on th day. The Chancery
was then sltuated in the Dupont Cidrele dinz on Connecticut

Avenue, The first Ambassador, Mr, Q‘;‘ pman, served from 1957

to 1959 when he was replaced by The present embassy building

was occupied maxxazeupizd in 957«
I mentioned that it l' ; overcrovwded, Yes: that was one of

the probleme, I learneﬁ\ ‘rom a State Department source that

the Ghanalans had ha

up their own bull ‘hﬁ‘

The pre assy staff consists of 35 of whom eleven are

ifficulties in their attempts to put

Ghanalans .o TwoONOf the eleven are on temporary appointment. At the
head of the basy 1s the Ambassador, the political head of the
whole Mission, whose term of office 1s normally for three years,

Then there 1s the Counsellor who is the civil service and administrativ
head of the embassy. He runs the day=-to-day affairs of the embassy,
Below him are two First Secretaries, one concerned with political
affalrs and the other with economlic affairs, Next there 1s one

Seeond Secretary who 1s concerned with administration. He is followed
by tﬁo Third Secretarlies, one in charge of the Registry and the other
in charge of security. One of the current Third Seceretaries i= a
Chanaian woman. The Counsellor and Secretaries are members of the
Ghana Forelgn Service = though one of the Third Secretaries in this

instance was on secondment from the Ghana Home Civil Service., In
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addition there is an 8ducation Attache who has one assistant and whose
business 1= to look after the interests and welfare of all Ghanalan
students in the United States., And finally there was Mr, Dove himself,
the Press Attache, whose job I did not need to be told anything

about,

The dally routine of the embaasy began at nine in the morning
and ran till twelve-=thirty in the afternoon. Then there was a break
till two when the embassy opened again until five-thirty in the
afternoon., But of course the embassy's senlor staff had to go to
a vast number of evening functlions and the Embassador himself went
to some function every day when he was in Washington., The embassy
itself threw an average of three diplomatic partiesf every week,

We had spent over an hour on the stru \@r the embaesy, During
that time the phone had rung several ti1 &@e had elther seribbled
hurried notes on a pad or else said Qd eall back soon, His
secretary, the young coloured Ame nynlss, had also come in with
sheafs of paper several times %of work had bullt up, so I
deelded to pack up, I lmey EEe had been broken, There would be

the problems of adjustment and the

time, later, for us to go

v

But Just a
"That qu 0 yOUrS.eeve"
There ™a& n® need to say which of the many questions he meant,

I sald "Xes?"

"It is easlier for those of us who know our way and of course we
try to protect the new=-comérs too,"

"How do you cope with 1t?"

He shrugged slightly.

"We are here on our country's business, and so we do our work
and go home,"

"What about entertainment?"

"We entertaln among ourselves, There are the official parties
but apart from those we don't go out much, We are here to do = Job and

we avold trouble.,"

"You have a family,..." The fact sheet had told me he had.
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"Wife and young daughter,”

"When you have a day to yourself, a free Sunday, and 1t 1s a fine
warnm d8Yceevee"

His eyes laughed at me with a hint off derislon which suggested
that I was pushing the polnt too hard,

"We go to church, and then we go home, Perhaps friends call on
us; perhaps we call on them: but mainly we go home,"

I saild: "I understand housing is one of your most urgent problems,

He said: "Yes." and left it there, I did not press him this
time. Instead, we arranged to meet again and then I left,

There was a woman with two young boys in the receptlon room,

The two boys seemed very excited. From the spe hes of talk I heard

it seemed that they were finding out det 1" a trip to Ghana,

A fine, steady drizzle had begun was in Dove's office
and it suddenly made Washington se leky and deprecsing as the
housing problema?%?eg vast numbe e African diplomats in 1t,

o fidel Gt pumedom Agovey

on May 31lst, 1961 Edwa r ow addressed the National Pres

LY
Club in Waahington and :@ necessary to refer 4o t.he—hﬁuaéag—

problemg,o.?' the Afriecgn \ ats, He said: "Here in Washington, for

example, there ex ts ch unreported incumbrance on our Afriecan
relations that e a8 as much influence ag anything the Soviets
might do. we house African diplomats in our capital? These
are repres ives of Negro nations led by Negro leaders, It is bad

enough that they read headlines of Birmingham bus burnings and
beatings. It 1s even worse that they find 1t near 1impossible to live
in the capital of our nation, Landlords will not rent to them; schools
refuse their chilldren; stores will not let them try on clothes;
beaches bar their familles, Today there are some 30 African
representatives in Washington with what 1s euphemistlically called
'unsatisfactory housing', Fully one=third of these are termed
emergengy cases, There will be some 50 more families arriving 1n
the next six months, 100 in the next year." ‘

The storles of the difficultles enuountered,b¥:Z§;ican—&tp1Umuts
1nfg;archj$£ homees are legion, The Ambassador concerned told me
of seeing a sign in the window of a real estate gxmmmt agency
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b %

announcing an apartment to let, The Ambassador went into the office,
presented his card and asked to see the manager, e MANAZET Gttt
appeared a the Ambassador told him that he would like to rent the

apartment Tor a member of his staff who was a family man., The manager

pipmty—eT 70 =17 —tormed —Ambassader—auway -peesvee that apartment
was not to let to any Negroes, not even diplomatic Negroes, Not one
of the Africans in whose presence I heard this story showed the
slightest surprise or shock, To them thls was just one variationf%?f
what had become a famillar theme,

In June of 1961 the Dietrict of Columbia Conference on Cammunity
Development got a group of volunteers to do a house-to=house canvass
of 211 'luxury' apartment buildings in Nort t Washington to find
out which were willing to rent to Afric ‘%te and which were
not. These bulldings contained appro \ 24,000 apartment units

of varying sizes, Eight out of the dinges made it clear that

8a2l1d they
they would accept African diplona tenants. 21 bulldings/might
accept Africen diplomats but sponses were ambiguous, In 17

buildings it was indleca @t they probably would not accept Africans
aRBL here too the res n&r re amblguous, In 37 bulldings no clear
was given as to wither ey would or would‘not accept African diplomat
as tenants, In ldinges 1t was clearly stated that African
diplomats% t be accepted as tenants,

In th ge of the eight buildings where theanswer was a
definite yesg two of the bulldings were apartment-hotels with 579
apartment units, The other mkher six were apartment bulldings
exclusively with a total of 662 apartment units, One of the two
apartment~hotels indlcated that in accepting Africans as tenants
it would aet as a hotel rather than an apartment house, and charge
monthly rents based on daily hotel rates instead of a monthly charge
gimilar to an apartment system,

The twenty-one buildings which said that they might accept

- Africans were in the main of the ambiguous order of "yes, but we do

not antielpate any vacancies," and "we would be happy to put his

applicatlon on our waiting list", This 1s one of the moct common
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methods of getting rid of African appllcants without causing any
embarrassment., The application i=s accepted but not considered vwhen
a vacancy occurs,

In other instances 1n thés category there were conflicting
éesponses. The reslident manager in the building would give one answver
and the agent for the building would give the opposite answer, The
agent might express willingness to rent to African diplomats but
the resldent mangger might express unwillingness, In this category
of the ambiguous 'yes' were also those who refused to the discuss the
questlon and said thelr company's policy was to eonsider each
apklication on an individual basis,

Most of the case histories in the sevent buildings which

gave an ambiguous 'no' to the question whethe ey would rent to

. African diplomats were much the same as \e f the ambiguous 'yes' -

only in the opposite direction.

iIn the one hundred and twenﬂ‘E?g t buildings where it was
definitely stated that Africa@ not be accepted as tenants the
reasone fell into two majo ories, First, that African diplomats
were undesirable because’hwi iere Negppes; second, because they were

gave skin colour_ a:s ir reason for not wanting to rent to Afriecans,

diplomats, In twent -sMcases those in charge of the buildings
N
Some of Jéetions given were:
"Zhe bullding would be vacant in 30 days."
"Fifteen tenants watched the resident manager when he
interviewed an Afriecan diplomat,"
In 30 cases the refusal to rent was given as because of the
diplomatic status of the Africans,
"We want only long=-term residents,"
"Diplomats move every 18 monthes, and we can't afford
to redecorate that often."
"Diplomate break their leases and violate the lease
- provisione,"
"They entertaln lavishly with caterers and orchestras

until 2 a.m."

The canvassere found that kthak these objections to diplomats m=zx
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‘were also expressed by one apartment-hotel owner who does rent to

African diplomats and who plane to continue to do s& in the future,

The spokesmen in

Zthe remaining deventy-one bulldinge which refused to have African
diplomats as tenants simply made the statement and gave no reasons why,
Thus, out of a total of some 24,000 apartment units 60% were definitely
not avallable for rental by African diplomets; another 7% were most
unlikely to rent to African diplomate; and 14% had given a doubtful
'yes', If this doubtful 'yes' is split evenly the 'yes' category
would enjoy the benefit of a huge doubt and the *no' total would Zo
up to 74%. A fair estimate based on the findings of the tanvass
initiated by the Dlstrict of Cullmbia Gonference on Comminity Relations
would indicate that soméihing like T4% of th xury'! apartment

bulldings in Northwest Washington would ceeDt African diplomats

ag tenants, \
Hareold Cooper, a mountain of ang’shman’, who had spent yx=
%me in the British Colonial

Governors, felt that housing was

many years in Washington after

service in Africa under a str
undoubtedly the gravest the problems, especially among the
younger and not so se g\hbm ers of Africen embassies, As publie

or
relations adviser @berlan Embassy, Cooper is in a pesition to

know, Most of t unger. African diplomats, he said, are on salaries
which are sma BW comparison with American standards, These are
supplemente allowances, but all the same, fallure to find a

sultable house or apartment at a reasonable rental often made an

officer's tour of duty in Washington sbmething of a nightmare right

' from the start. And draﬁing on his African experience Cooper remarked:
a

"In a variety of situations in which Governors under whom I served
were involved, I found that the forts of folly (most of them either
exclusively Ehropean resldential areas or exclusively European clubs)
Tfell surprisingly quiekly before 'a resolute frontal assault, But half
measures don't help, It 1s no use if the HUFF is not .followed by the
PUFF."

I found the African diplomatie pertles fascinating., They were

an Intriguing combination of the”formal and the informal, They began
§

-
»
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early and ran late, and almost invariably food was served in glorilous
buffet style @EIaome point in the eﬁening. They were also the places
where you met the people xhzrr you had tried unsuccessfully to contact
at thelr officee for days, And people at idee these parties seemed to
speak more freely than they did in thelr offleces, And so you picked
up the latest goesip and you heard about the latest incldent,

It was at the Liberlan Embassy party that I met the gulet young
French-speaking diplomat from the Ivory Coast, It was after most of
the drinking and eating and the atmosphere was relaxed and easy, We
talked about Parils in the days shortly after the war and he sounded
terribly home:ick for Paris.

"And how do you find Washington?" Iasked.

He shrugged as only a Frenchman can. " ot the same thing,

You know it is not the same thing. Bu'c.g}Ne upgtry eends me so I do

my duty. But I antiecipate the time ¥ m transferred, Washington

is = how do you say it? =" He =& 1¥¢d and a young diplomat from
one of the English-speaking A all embaceies Jjolned us, "How do you Nw

to our friend about our t%‘ e? You know, it is hard,"

“ The new fellow was d thickset and towered above us, broad
of face and t.ypical.lyw African, He threw back his head and roared
with laughter,

"He meanm thatiashington is what you might ec2ll a hardship

European
post for = know, in the past whgn/civil servants were posted
to lonely or difficult of dangerous places they called them hardship
posts, That's what Washington 1s to us.,"

"All of you? And do you Iall call 1t that?"

"We don't go around saying it but we feel it., Someone has
suggested that the State Department should issue us with turbans as
we come into the ecountry. This would make it plain to all the Americans
that we are not American Negroes and should therefore be treated as
honerary white men,"

The gently bltter irony was lost on the French-speaking chap
but he nodded and said yes, And then a group of people Jolned us
and the big ¥nglish=speaking cheap drifﬁed away, In a far corner of

the garden, Mr, Ambassador Halm of Ghana was the centre of a large
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group who seemed to hang on his words, He wore his colourful native
cloth, the only one who did so, and it made him the most striking
figure at the party,

I had discovereé early in'my Washington so journ that there was
a small group of people who attended most of the African diploﬁatic
parties about whom there wasg aﬁ‘air of mystery, People knew their
names, people introduced you to them, they were charming and
knowledgeable and were obviously insiders, but nobody seemed to know
Just what they dld or where they could be found when there were no
diplomatic parties, One such came up to me, seemed to know me and

my buslness and seemed to even know what my last conversation had

been about
"Of course the Africans feel things p @dly. But things are

on of the 0ffice of & ’
e Duke are doing alf“g

he African digi:;: On July Tth 19

ravity of the situation. And I found onl mockery among some
icang for tpe ldea that the State Department/should subsidise an

I ternationgZ’Club where African diplomats could meet Americans who

e — e

dol ut‘object to their colour, And I found gdite strong resentment



fYfist attempds to keep tabs on outdf town tripe made by important

edg

angle of wvision from
s seen, But cer t seemed to _me th
- Nt
o AL "par‘t.ment had a very LV PO RS ;,ig.-f.;—cﬁﬁ - )

" ;
—-An_apmias suddenly flung aboub\g¥ shhulders and E.M, Debrah,

Counsellor of the Ghang Embass )?; pesifle me. He was in high

spirits,

"Why areff%andin h e? Comef and meet some people,”
He was slender and dsgk a ery attragtive; a polished diplomat
who could and dld own with tHe best diplomatlc bralns there

weee,

"I was
presence,"

He laughed gaily. "Forget youp work tonightl!" And with that he

g of the problems/ you Africans peeate by your

pulled me along /to meet a group of new arrivals from Africa who had

all the latest hews of what was Wappening in Ghana,

Debrah wag the senlor forejlgn service officer at the Ghana

embassgy e ran the whole ghow under the political direction of

the Ambasgadgr. Thls he did wigth a qulet, unhurried effleclency
learnt fyom the British beforg Ghana became independent,

He was one of the first Jeight young Ghanalans who were selected
ign service training/ in 1955. He was an Honours graduate
in Hisgory from the University College in Ghana and he had read
Interhational Relatione at/ the London School of Economice, While

the (Ghana Forelgn Service/ wss belng bullt up he was attached to the
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British Embassy in Paris, After Ghana mchleved her independence in
1957 Debrah was sent to Liberia as First Secretary to her embassy
there, He went to Cairo as First Secretary in 1959 and acted as

c ggélﬁ'Affairea for several months before he was posted to
gaféi%éton in late 1960,

For Debrah the spell in Egypt had been the greatest fun, In
Britaln and France he had been free of any sense of colour. But in
Egypt he had experlenced the gighi$yof being black,

I spent my last evening in Washington at a party at Debrah's
home 1n the fashlonable Argyle Terrace in Northwest Washington, é
white residential area of beautiful houses, In odd moments between
entertalning hls other guests we had snatche onversatlion that
were no more than shadowy hints at some e, frustrations experienced
by the Africans, l

For nearly all of them the t duty in the capital of the
western world was a rough peri inftheir diplomatic careers: a period
spent at a 'hardship post! understood the problems the Ameriean
government faced, Some w eclative of the efforts to make their
gstay easler, Some had de genuine and enduring friendships, And at
the Ambassadorial ‘§~€& things were often as smooth and easy as
possible, Bu ®» hovever things were for them, whatever thelr
impaet on e shington scene or the American scene, I found most of
them on guard,“watchful, braced for the incident that could suddenly
happen to even the most highly placed among them,

And these are the people who greatly influence the policies of
their governments to the United States, To an outsider like mycelf
the thought came naturally: Will the ftruggle for the goodwill of
Africa be lost in Washington D.C.? '



2TOGRAFHICAL NCTES

E. M. DERRAH

Mr, E. M, Debrah was bern in Ghana c¢n 9th
July, 1928, His father is a Methedist Minister who is
now in charge cf the largest Methecdist Church in Ghana,

He was educated at twn of the best Secondary
Scheols in Ghana, Mfantsipin and Achim~sta Schools, and
at the University C:llege of Ghana where he tenk an
Hcnours Degree in History. Mr. Debrah later spent
seme time at the Londren Scheoel of Economics reading
International Relations.

Mr, Dz2lrah was one of the very first Ghanaians
te be selected for the Ghana Feredign Service. He served
while the Chanaian Service was being built up, with the
British Embassy in Paris. ..After the I.dependence of
Ghana, Mr. Debrah served as First Secretary of the Ghana
Embassy in Liberia and@was for several nccasionns Chargé
d'Affaires, Mr.Debrah arrived in Caire on August 1959
as First Secretary of the Embassy nf Ghana, He acted
as Chargé d'Affeires of the Embassy from April to
August 1960, = He is posted to the Embassy of Ghana in

. f: : ] i 2 '{ f i C{/\ . ’
Washingter where he is Ceunsellor., [f=% e e

Y L L P S

Mr. Lebrali js Lhapplly married and has twe

children - Kofi and Stella,

H3ebaet



QOTE: V2o, ~ac, ¢ e %

I decided ;arly in my career that if thé Empire
did not put an end to racial discrimination, racial discrim-
ination would put an end to the Empire, In a variety of
8ituations in which Governors under whom I served were
involved, I found thet the forts of folly (most of them
either exclusively itk European residential aress or
exclusively European clubs) fell surprisingly quickly before
a resolute frontal assaulte. But half measures don't help,

It isx no use if the HUFF is not followed by the PUIT,

UNQUCTE :

Consider the problems of the fashionable hostesses
in Yashington. In the old days they could safely scatter
their invitations anong the "mbassies and all the guests
who turned up would be white of at least off-white.

they their
So ymm could include dencing in YEMRXRFEXEXEX Program.
But now they are faced with the knowledge that while
a good many ’Jashingtoni!ﬁ:x in the top social
btracket are willing to drink cockrails with members of
the African Embassies, dancing is thought of as a

rather too intimate mutual activity.
KL
UNQUCTE ¢

In tryring to get apartments for younger Africen staff
members Xsxpmimxikx espetially gi 1ls) one is often met by
the tongue-in-cheek argument: "We have no prejudice against
color. We'd be glad to take her. But we ask you to consider

very seriously whether she would be happy here,"



UNQUCTE 3
Nothing can alter the "act that, at the most
crucial stage of its history, the United States is stuck With

a southern city as its capital,

UNQUOTE 3
Montgomery County stands put as a haven for African
diplomats who wish to see something of the American countyyside
during their evenings or weekends, It is néw the wealthiest
couny¥ in the United States and its populatiop inckudes
a large number of civil servants and professional men
who mf are "liberals". It has recently completed (first among
all Maryland counties to do this) its plan for total integratiom
of schools. Sceptics say this has been achieved with such ease
only because there are comparatively few negr@es in the county.
Fact remains that African diplomats can and do avail
themselves freely of facmilities at, for instance, the
fashionable and expensive Normangy Farm restaurante
UNQUCIE =
Cne African diplomat suggested, not altogether faeetiously,

that one solution would be for the State Department to issue
turbans to all incoming Africen diplomats at their port of
entry. This would make it clear to all concerned that they

were not American negroes and could therefore be tpeated as
"honorary white men". It is & fact that for years Africans and
Asians have been using the turban (and "native" dress gemerally)
as & means of avpiding discriminatory practices in the U.S.

An early example; Ratu Sir Iila Sukuna, senior chief of Figi,
returning home from the UK after distinguished militery serviee

in the First World War,)



UNQUOTE 2
Few African diplomats relish crossing the Potomac. They think

of the whole of the US below it, right down to the Gulf, as unfriendly
territory. They associate it with the discomfort of long car rides
through townships in which they cannot try to buy a meal, or even use
a rest room, without facing the risk of being insulted, Generally
speaking, State Department invitations to Embassy personnel to travel
in the South and see what conditions are really like are received
with suspicion. Said one African diplomat: "I don't want to be used as
oxhppizgex a shpwpiece, If they want to prove to the southerners that
negroes are actually people, they can send Louis Armstrong."
UNQUOTE

Older Embassies have greater patisnce. Liberiins and Mthiopiams
tend to take view that, deplorable as racial conditions in some
parts of the US may be, they mmx constitute a domesticx problem in
which foreign diplomats should not intervene, Thers is also in this
attitude a touch of the belief that there is such a thing as beigg
proud enough to be impervious to inshlts. But ymumygsx represantatives
of the younger states see in discrimination a relic of the old
Cokonialism which they have thrown off in Africa and should not ®e
required to tolerats elsewhere,

In any case (said one diplomat) "the United States is suffering
from international halitosis. In that sort of situation your best

friends will tell you and will help you tp find a remedy."

UNQUCTE s

Some of the State Department plans to deal with the situation
(such as drawing up lists of restaurants, etc where Africans will be
welcome) seem to Africans to reflect a singularly naiwe admission of

the gravity of the problem and to cancel ocut much of Americam publicity
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abroad which seeks to promote the idea that the racial picture in
the US is not as black as it's painted.

A suggestion that the State Department should subdidize, with
millions of dollars, an International Club where Africans and Americams
who don't object to their color mmm could meet in an atmosphere free
of prejudice smacks (for some Africans) of an attempt to herd black
diplomats into a neon-lighted, air=-conditioned social ghetto.

QUCTE:

Housing is undoubtedly gravest problemz. lMost of the younger
members of African Embassies (like their European and Asian counterparts)
are on salaries which ers small by comparison with luxurious Amefican
standsrds, These salaries are supplemented by allowances, but

failure to find a suitable house pr apartment at a reasonable rental

. mwbdooa mey make an of ficer's tour ©f duty in Washington something

od a nightmare right from the, starte
QUOTE :

It is unfortunate that discriminatiém often rears its xxmpis nasty
head in places whére it is least expected. Fimmnce Mjnister Gbedemah of
Ghana was refused a glass of oranze juice in Dover, Delaware,

give him
and President Bdsenhower had to smkeksiwdckrdm lreakfast at the
White House to put things rights. Cherge d'Affaires Fitzjohn of
Sierra Leone, carefully selscting a restaurant belonging to the same
chain which had sworn neverk to repeab the Dover blunder, was turned
away Exmmogmskmoondk in Hagerstown (?Marylend or Pennsylvanis)
and the Mayor had to organize & civic reception for him as an
act of codlective penfitence, Both these incidents happensd well

to the north of the Potomac, in areas where an African diplomat

ouzht tp be able to breathe (and eat) freely.



UNQUOTE
K I V that, although Liberia was founded by the Americans,
the recognition of its independe:::mx:(1847) guick to come from
sEuropean countries was held up in US until midway through Civil
Wer because southern politicians could not stomach idea of

having a negro ambassador in Washingtons

Site
UNJUOTE

A good many Africans have expressed dismay at the docility
with which the negro accepts his lot in the USH, ($tudents in
p;rticular have said that, during attendance’at'megro schools in
south, what they found unendurable was not ‘the discrimination they
encountered but the placid negro resigmation to it. Thus, agitation
which in the US appears extremist and is ofteh linked with Cormunist
subversion , to the African nationalist appears weak-kneed and

ine ffective,
UNQUOTE

I

It shouldn' be supposed that the ¥axidgkmm orkdinary
pecple of Washington are apathetic about this, There are all kinds
of informal groups operating behind the scenss in the patriotic
conviction that their city is facing a ecrucial test and had better
emerge from it wrt.h at least a pa.ssing grade,

Pl B S B P A ! 16 BB A e The improvement i=

movnd to
since I mumsockenckiomodm this area six years ago has been enormouse

But we are lmmx, in this as in so many things, caught wp in a
race agzainst time. We have to try tc come to our senses today,
not next week or next month.
UNQUCTE

groups

K IV lack of common bond between xommeikims which suffer

from discriminations Sad example of Jewish real estate man who
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will seek to impress you by seying that the houses he has to
sell are in an area where "you won't be troubled by the hegroes",
Terms of purchase of houses in many parts of Washington
and its Maryland and Vjrginiax suburbs contain covenent that
property will not be sold to or occupied by persons of negre
race, This clause is believed to be unenforeable in light of
recent Supreme Court decisions. But Dean Rusk insis:don having
clause of this king
i struck out of his agreement before he bought house in
Georgetown,
It is alleged many apreements inckude similar.clauses xk
barring
exauitimy Jews (and even Italians) from osmership or occupation.
UNQUOTE
As sample of half measures: Private schools which have
relaxed color bar to exteht of mdmitting North Africans (Arabs) but
not Sub-Saharan Africans (negroes)e
In general, Headmasters and staff of private schools
are ahead of public opinion in this matter.
UNQUCTE
Insensitivity: Clark Clifford party for Williams:
"The Congolese have welcomed the appointment - They've put

Soapy on the menu already, " "New TV show = Eat the Press,."

If Africans expected to guffaw , idea mistaken,
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
HIS EXCELLENCY WILLIAM MARMON QUAQO HALM
AMBASSADOR_OF GHANA TO THE UNITED STATES

Mr, Willism Marmon Quao Halm, Ghana's Ambassador to the United
States, was born at Akuse, Ghana, on July 24th, 1902, He was educated
at Wesleyan Boy's High School in Freetown, Sierre Leone, the oldest of
England's African Colonies, where in the early days, the most advanced
educational institutions in West African Colonies existed'and the wealth-
fest families sent their sons and sometimes their daughters< to school.

The Ambassador was, however, to make his early .céreer one of
business, He went to work for H.B.W. Russelly a mereantile firm which
later was merged into the United Africa Company, & subsidiary of Lever
Brothers, one of the largest -orporations dn the world and important
commercially in America.

Later, Mr. Halm served as a member-of the Acera Town Council,
was Treasurer of the United Gold Geast Convention party, a national pol-
itical organization, changing his allegiance in 1950 to the Convention
People's Party, the present ruling political organization in Ghana and
which he has also served as.first President of the Accra Branch, and the
National Treasurer,

His Excellency has been Chairman of the Ghana Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation and its 24 subsidiary corporations, and first President
of the Black Ster Shipping Line, He was also a member of the British
Council, the Board of ‘Governors of the Accra Academy Secondary School,
Treagurer of the Ghana Red Cross Society, Lay Magistrate of the Accra
Juvenile Court, and has served on several trade missions to various
parts of the world.

Furthermore, he led a goodwill mission with representatives of
Moroecco, the Sudan and Tunis to plead with various countries to help
stop the war in Algeria,

Mr, Halm entered diplomacy when he was named the first Ambassador
of Ghana to Israel., It was from that post that he was transferred to
the United States in 1959.

Poultry farming and gardening are Mr, Halm's recreations.

He has seven children, two boys and five girls,

This release is flled with the Department of Justice, where the registration statement of the Government of Ghana Information Section under the Foreign Agents
Registration Act is available for inspection, Registration under the Act does not imply approval or disapproval of this release by the United States Government.
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AL fohos

It might have been easier to send you the complete edition -- there
was so much about "folks" -- but it would have been a lot costlier. I did think
you'd be interested in what was said aloout "Kwamina" on Sunday and the review.
We've thought, as Bill proba bly told you, that the whole thing got started after
"Udumo" had made some rounds. The last I heard things were going well in
London but you'll probably be hearing more directly after the opening (Nov. 2).

How is eve%ing and everybody?

I expecrf(o hear from Daphne around Christmas, yes?

Love,
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AFRICANS SCORED
TBYLOUWINU.X.

Violations of Human Rights
Laid to Apartheid Critics

By RICHARD EDER
Special to The New York Times,

UNITED NATIONS, N. Y,
Oct. 23—South Africa took part
today in the United Nations
debate over its racial policies
for the first time in fifteen
years, |

As discussion of South)
Africa's apartheid policy began|
in the General Assembly’s Spe-|
cial Political Committee, For-|
eign Minister Eric H. Louw said|
that “false and totally ba.selessi
charges” against his country
had been made and would prob-‘
ably be repeated. It is his inten-|
tion “to expose the falsity of
these charges,” he said. |

Mr, Louw indicated that his/
delegation, if pressed, would go
on the offensive and throw|
back any charges made against
South Africa ypon the nations
making them. He said:

“My delegation will not hesi-
tate to show that the practices
complained of * * * take place
also in the countries of several
of the complainants or of those
delegations who support them;
in other words, that the com-
plainants and their supporters
have not come to the court of
the United Nations with clean
hands.”

Violations of Rights Charged

In today’s speech, which he
termed “a preliminary state-
ment,” Mr. Louw accused sev-
eral African nations of various
violations of human rights,

In one nation, he said, there
had been “a virtual dictator-
ship of one political party for
eighty years.” In another, he
added, “hundreds of people” are
being detained, including “prom-
inent members of what remains
of the Opposition party in that
country, and also certain labor
leaders.”

Although he did not name the
countries, Mr. Louw presumably
alluded to Liberia and Ghana.
He also mentioned the Soviet
Union as having committed re-
pressions in Hungary and else-
where,

Since African and many
Asian members are strongly
opposed to South Africa’s poli-
cies, the aggressive line taken
in the Assembly by Mr. Louw
is likely to produce some sharp
encounters during the debate.

When Mr. Louw in the gen-
eral debate Oct. 11 assailed
other African nations for en-
couraging racial " dissension
within South Africa, the As-
sembly passed a highly unusual
vote of censure on his remarks.
After thzt, Ghana let it be
known that she was seeking
support fgr a resolution to ex-
pel Soutl Africa from the
United Nations.

Milder Sanctions Urged

Other ican states have
for a somewhat
ion, and it is pos-
sible that sorhe other forms of
sanctions will be called for
instead.

The South African Foreign
Minister again maintained that
the United Nations had no busi-
ness discussing a nation's racial
policies. Up to this year, South
Africa has refused to partici-
pate in the debate on the apart-
heid question.

Mr. Louw accused the United
Nations of applying a “double
standard” by condemning inter-
ve.n‘hon in some instances and
failing to condemn it in South
Africa.-

He cited a resolution adopted
last year in connection with
the Cuban complaint about
United States aggression, which
called upon members to refrain
:‘fron} encouraging or promot-
ing civil strife in other states.”

This prineiple was not main-
tained, he said, in the case of
African nations that are trying
to promote racial strife in South
Africa. He mentioned specifi-
cally the Cairo radio, the hroad-
casts of which, he said, are de-
signed to stir up the South Af-
rican native population,

Cuba, the Soviet Union, Ethi-
opia and the United Arab Re-
public delivered brief replies to
Mr. Louw, réserving their right
to speak more fully later.

The United Arab Republic
delegate, Mahmoud Riad, said
it was true that the Cairo radio
“attacks heavily and violently
the South African Govern-
ment.” Tt will continue to do

s0, _he added, until the apartheid
policy is chanoead
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‘Kwa{mina’ in Debut at
the 54th Street

By HOWARD TAUBMAN

VENTURING bravely where
virtually no straight plays
have dared, “Kwamina” is a
musical that tackles the chal-
lenge of Africa and its awak-
ening. Since it is dealing with
a burning theme, it is properly
not, a conventional song-and-
dance show.

Indeed, the new musical
that opened last night at the
94th Street Theatre captures
something of the furious aban-
don of a people tied to tribal
customs. In its dances and
chanting, “Kwamina” sum-
mons up the mysterious spirit
of a remote corner of an un-
known continent, There is a
fiery theatricalism in the de-
ployment ' of this company
made up largely of Negroes.

The ambitious aims of Rob-
ert Alan Aurthur, who Wwrote
the book, and Richard Adler,
who did the music and lyrics,
deserve respect and admira-
tion, They have attempted to
dramatize in story and song
the collision between past and
present in a West African
village. Their principal con-
flict is between the fetishism
of tribal ways and the en-
lightenment of science and
freedom,

Because they are attempt-
ing an overwhelming ‘theme
in terms of a musical, “they
are bound to simplify.In fact,
there are places where” they
oversimplify. Their hearts are
in the right place, but their
story moves at times Ilike
well-arranged points in a po-
litical primer on Africa. The
result is a tendency for some
of the characters to become
mouthpieces for a viewpoint
rather than human beings.

“Kwamina” also makes a
few obeisances to easy popu-
larity. Since it is exploring
new paths, it cannot be con-
demned harshly for holding
fast to some old landmarks.
Thus there is disaffecting
cuteness involving three chil-
dren in an otherwise lively
number, “The Sun Is Be-
ginning to Crow.” *“Seven
Sheep, Four Red Shirts and a
Bottle of Gin” and “One
Wife” are routine production
numbers that could fit into a
musical with nothing signifi-
cant on its mind,

®

These  departures from
grace are redeemed by the
musical's zest for its subject.
The opening number, “The
Cocoa Bean Song,” reveals
that the usual procedures of
Broadway musicals will be
ignored. Here the rhythm
and movement of a dance are
implicit. The approach is
canny, for when the real

" Theatre: Musical About Africa Opé::

Terry Carter and Sally Ann Howes appear in

The Cast
KWAMINA, a musical. Bock by Robert
Alan Aurthur. Music and lyrics by

Richard Adler, Staged by Robert Lewis;
presented by Alfred de Liagre Jr.;
choreography by Agnes de Mille; scen-
ery and lighting by Will Steven Arm-
strong; costumes by Motley; musical
and choral direction by Colin Romoff;
dance arrangements by John Morris;
orchestrations by Sid Ramin and Irwin

Kostal; technical consultant, Albert
Opoku; _ production ~ stage  manager,
James E, Wall. At the 54th Street
Theatre, 152 West Fifly-fourth . Street.
CIRTRAnTEL L R e Brock Peters

BRSO T ...Norman_Barrs
3 Robert Guillaume
Sally Ann Howes
... .Ethel Ayler
Joseph Attles
.Terry Carter
insley Slamond
,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Rex Inaram
...Rosalie Maxwell
.. Lillian Hayman

dancing begins, it erupts with
explosive force.

There probably is some
authenticity in the dances.
The emphasis, however, is not
on ethnology but on excite-
ment of movement and com-
munication of atmosphere.
The fetishist invocations at
the end have intensity, and
earlier spear and ceremonial
dances blaze with muscular-
ity. At the start of the second
act there is a lovely inter-
lude, a nuptial dance, which
has a lyrical quality that
honors Africa.

Robert Lewis, who is re-
sponsible for directing the pro-
duction, and Agnes de Mille,

1
a

® 0

‘Kwamina"

who has staged the dances
and musical numbers, have
supported the authors in aa
effort to do something differ
ent as well as honest. Wil
Steven Armstrong’s sets, i
their prevailing deep tonel |
share in the serious mood. |

As if it does not pos|
enough problems, “Kwamina |
raises the delicate one of
romance between a white we
man and the son of a trib:
chief. It has been solved wit
tact, and is vitalized wit
touching taste by Sally A
Howes and Terry Carter. Mi
Howes, as a doctor who hs
worked in and loved Afric
plays and sings in impressiy
style. Mr. Carter, as a retun
ing native who has learnc
to be a physician abroad, re
resents the new hopes fi
Africa with modesty and co
viction.

Brock Peters is powerf
as a fanatical, menacing f
tishist. Ethel Ayler is a love
African bride. The wonde
fully controlled and frene
dancers and the expansi
singers of the company me
individual citation.

For “Kwamina” is fun
mentally an ensemble eff
It is principally the flam
energy of the Negro perfo
ers that gives the musica
mood of incantation ¢
promise,
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Is Set Back as

Negro Vote Drive in Mississippi

Violence Erupts

|Leader Says Many Want to Register but

Are Afraid—Officials Deny That Any

Applicants Have

Been Intimidated

By CLAUDE SITTON

Special to The New York Times.

LIBERTY, Miss., Oct. 20—
“I'm proud to see you all,” said
the Negro as he led two white
visitors into his tarpapered farm
home ten miles south of here.
“I know I've got a few minutes
to live while you all are here.”

This welcome from E, W.
Steptoe reflects the fear under
which some members of his race
have lived since the voter-regis-
tration campaign began
Mississippi's southwestern cor-
ner,

Mr, Steptoe, Amite County
president of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of
Colored People, appeared reluct-
ant to discuss the situation.
~ “If it’s going to do some good,
I don't mind sticking my neck
out,” he said, “but if it ain’t—"
| Negroes have little, if any
voice in the democratic process
in Amite County and this is
the “main hitch,” Mr, Steptoe
said. “If Negroes voted we
wouldn't have any trouble.”

Their failure to do so appar-
ently is not a matter of choice.

Says All Want to Register

“Every Negro I know, every
Negro in.Amite County wants
to register to vote, but they're
just afraid,”  asserted the
farmer,

Members of that race in
near-by Walthall County said
the same fear existed there.

“I have always wanted to
register and’ vote, but never
attempted because I was afraid
to try,” said Mrs. Edith Sim-
mons Peters of the Tylertown
ared.

Amite Sheriff E. L. Caston
Jr. and other white officials in
the area denied that prospective
registrants had been intimi-
dated. But the N. A. A. C. P.

'|official and other Negroes ar-

gued that events here since
August appeared to provide
proof to the contrary.

The Student Nonviolent Co-
ordinating Committee set up
headquarters in near-by Me-
Comb that month for a regis-
tration drive in Amite, Pike
and Walthall Counties. The
Atlanta-based organization was

dents during the lunch-counter
sit-in demonstrations of 1960.

Target of Drive

The target is a rectangular
area of rolling hills of sandy
clay and swamplands stretching
seventy-five miles along the
Louisiana state line across the
'basins of the Amite, Tangipahoa

in|

founded by Negro college stu-|

about 15,000, is its only city.
The rest of the rectangle is
covered by dairy and -cattle

[farms, cut-over timber lands, a
|sprinkling of oil wells and a

few small towns.
A recent report by the Fed-
eral Civil Rights Commission

jsaid a substantial number of
|voting-age whites in all three
jcounties were registered.

Pike County, in which Mec-
Comb is situated, hag 6,936 Ne-
groes of voting age, Wendell R.
Holmes, the Circuit Court clerk
and registrar at Magnolia, the
county seat, said some 250 of
them were on the rolls.

The registration drive was
credited with putting on the
rolls nineteen of the Negroes
registered there.

The leader of the organizing
group, Robert P, Moses, a 26-
year-old New Yorker, then
turned his attention to Amite
County, where Negroes make
up more than half the popula-
tion. The county has 3,560 Ne-
groes of voting age. Only one
of them is registered and he has
never voted in the county, ae-
cording to the sheriff.

Mr. Moses, a quiet teacher
at Horace Mann- School, has
spent more time in the area
than any other member of the
student committee. He has won
the grudging admiration of
some whites.

“Moses is a pretty shrewd
damn duck,” commented George
Guy, McComb’s police chief.

Classes Organized

. He got in touch with Mr.
Steptoe and organized training
classes- at a church near the
N. A, A, C. P, leader’s home.
After sundown each day, he
rode the dusty roads of the
back country with Herbert Lee,
another N. A. A, C. P. member,
encouraging Negroes to attend.

Mr, Moses went to Liberty
Aug. 22 with three Negroes,
who made an unsuccessful at-
tempt to register. A block from
the courthouse, it was charged,
he was attacked and beaten by
Billy Jack Caston, the sheriff’s
first cousin. Eight stitches were
required to close a wound in his
head.

Mr. Caston was acquitted of
assault charges by an all-white
jury before a justice of the
peace. He explained that the
Negro had brushed his shoulder
and spun around into a boxing
stance on the sidewalk, the
sheriff recalled this week.

About two weeks later, Travis

and Bogue Chitte Rivers. Me-
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OPPOSITION: Negro voter
registration drive -causes
conflict in three Mississippi
counties ' (cross hatching).

attacked and beaten in the
courthouse yard at Liberty.

On Sept. 25, State Represent-
ative E. H. Hurst, a farmer,
approached the truck in which
Herbert Lee was sitting at
Liberty. An argument ensued
over an old debt, according to
Mr. Hurst,

“He had an ungovernable
temper,” the Representative said
in an interview.

Mr. Hurst, who was armed
with a pistol, said Mr. Lee had
jumped from the truck on the
opposite side with a tire tool in
his hand., He said he had walked
around to meet the Negro.

“I didn’t run. I got no rabbhit
in me,” he said. '

The Representative struck Mr.
Lee on the head with the pistol,
crushing his skull. The Negro
fell dead. A bullet was later re-
moved from his head,

“I must have pulled the trig-
ger unconsciously,” Mr. Hurst
said.

A coroner’s jury, all white,
ruled it justifiable homicide.

Curtis C. Bryant of McComb
said Mr. Lee’s death had dis-
couraged registrations, Mr. Bry-
ant is vice president of the
N. A. A. C. P, for Southwestern
Mississippi.

“There has to be protection,
not just promised protection,”
he said, “because once a man’s
life has been taken, he can’t re-
store it.”

Editor Opposes Action

Walthall County has 2,490
Negroes of voting age, accord-
ing to the rights commission’'s
report. It shows none of them
registered. However, a source
in Tylertown, the county seat,
said that one Negro was regis-
tered recently, following the fil-
ing of a Justice Department
suit against local officials.

Paul Pittman, then editor
and publisher of The Tylertown
Times, the county's weekly
newspaper, said in an editorial
Aug. 10 that the legal action
was not welcome,

“Its conclusion could open
the doors, under Federal con-
trol, to a massive registration

of Negro voters, in a county

|chise,” he wrote,

the Negro population is by its
lack of training and citizenship
responsibility eminently un-
qualified to exercise the fran-

About a week later, John
Hardy, a member of the student
group from Nashville, Tenn..
organized a voter-registration
school at Mount Moriah Baptist
{Church in. Walthall County.

Along with two of his
students, Lucius Wilson and
Mrs. Peters, the instructor

went to the County Court-house
in Tylertown on Sept. 7.

In affidavits filed by the
Justice Department with the
Federal District Court, Mr.
Wilson and Mrs. Peters recount-
ed what happened during that
visit. They quoted the registrar,
Join Q. Wood, as having told
them: |

“I am not registering anyone|
now. You all have got me in
court and I refuse to register
anyone else until this court is
cleared up.”

Mr. Wood then was said to
have called to Mr. Hardy and
told him to get out of the office.
As he was leaving, the witnesses
asserted, the clerk struck Mr.
Hardy on the head with a pistol
and shouted:

don't come back in here.”

In an interview this week, Mr.
Wood said that the Negro stu-
dent “came in here and tried to
tell me how to run my office.”

Mrs. Peters said Mr. Hardy
had staggered from the office
and subsequently approached
Sheriff Edd Craft to make a
icomplaint. Her affidavit con-
tinued:

“The sheriff told him he didn’t
have no business in that court-
{house, Wilson walked up at this
{time, The sheriff then said to
John: ‘If that boy [pointing to
Wilson] wants to register he
knows how to go down to that
courthouse and he didn’t need
you to escort him.'”

Mrs. Peters said the Sheriff
then told Mr. Hardy he was un-
der arrest for disturbing the
peace and “bringing an uprising
among the people.” She contin-
ued:

“John said, ‘Will you allow me
to tell my side of the story?’
The sheriff said, ‘Don’t give me
none of your head, boy, or I will
beat you within an inch of your
life.” "

The Justice Department is
seeking a Federal court injunc-
tion to halt prosecution of Mr.
Hardy

Despite these events, the ac-
tivities of the department and
the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation in looking into incidents
in the three counties have ap-
parently convinced local offi-
cials that a change is coming.

“The Federal Government,
through our Attorney General,
will eventually cause blood-
shed between the races,” Mr.
Wood said. “That's inevitable.

“Get out of here * * * and|

WINDS AND TIDES

CAUSE FLOODING

Lower Manhattan and Parts
of Jersey Are Affected

Northeast winds an a full
moon combined yesterday to
create flood conditions in sec-
tions of lower Manhattan and
New Jersey.

Water backing up through
sewers along the Hudson and
East River waterfronts poured
into the cellars of at least nine-
teen buildings. The Consolidated
Edison Company said eighteen
buildings with direct current
had been without electricity.
The first flooding occurred
during the morning high tide, i
about 9:20 A, M. During the
evening high tide, about 9:40
P. M., tides nearly two feet
higher than normal again
flooded cellars and streets. By
11 P. M., electricity had been
restored in all but two of the
affected buildings.

The flooded areas included
the Fulton Fish Market and
Peck Slip on the East Side and
Wall, Rutgers and West Streets
‘on the West Side.

The Weather Pureau said
northeast winds that had
reached gale force over the
week-end and a phenomienon
known as the spring tide had
caused the flooding. The bu-
reau said a spring tide occurred
when the sun and moon were
in the right positions to exert
their maximum influence on the
tide. The phenomenon, as its
name implies, occurs most fre-
quently in the spring.

In New Jersey, a number/ of
establishments along the Hack-
|ensack River were reported
flooded, and the tide was three
feet above normal at the mouth
of . the Elizabeth River. There
also was extensive flooding in
the industrial section of Eliza-
beth’s South Front Street.

The Passaic River overflowed
into Raymond Boulevard in
Newark yesterday morning and
forced the police to close a
three-block section between Van
Buren and Market Streets for
two hours.

Atlantic City reported its
worst flooding in more than-a
decade from high tides. At
Monmouth Beach, rough seas
swept over the sea wall al
Ocean Avenue. i

White Rhodesians Shun Pool

LIVINGSTONE, Northern
Rhodesia, Oct. 23 (Reuters)—
Scores of white Rhodesians
swam in the ambesi River here
during the week-end rather than
use the mynicipal pool, now open
to Africans and Asians. A sign
posted about a mile above Vie-
toria Falls warns that “bathing
is suicidal because of croco-

Eventually, we're going to have

diles,” but about 100 Europeans
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Hammarskjold, Zulu C hief{

Given Nobel Peace Prizes

34, © 1951 by The New York Tlmns Co'm any.

'61 Award Made Posthumously to U. N.
Secretary—Albert Luthuli, a Foe of
Apartheid, Gets Delayed ’60 Honor |,

Special to The New York Times.

OSLO, Norway, Oct, 283—The
{obel Peace Prize Committee
nnounced today the award of
he 1961 prize to the late Dag
fammarskjold and of the 1960
rize to Chief Albert John
aithuli of South Africa.

Each prize carries a cash
ward of 250,232 kroner (about
35,000).

The 1960 award was withheld
ast year. Chief Luthuli, a Zulu
‘hristian leader, has heen prom-
1ent in the Africans’ fight
gainst the racial segregation
olicy of apartheid.

The award to the late United|

fations  Secretary  General
1arks the second time a Nobel
rize has been awarded post-
umously. In 1931 the Swedish
riter Erik A. Karlfeldt was
warded the prize for literature
fter his death.

According to the statutes, the
rize can be awarded posthu-
1ously if a recommendation for

the award has bheen received by

the Nobel Prize Committee be-|

fore Feb. 1 of the year when the
prize is to be given. Mr. Ham-
marskjold was recommended by
members of the Norwegian
Parliament early this year.
The announcement of the
awaru te Mr. Hammarskjold
has been' favorably received
here, When the award was an-
nounced, politlclans from all

Norwegxan parties said the de- '

cision. was in accord with all
that Mr. Hammarskjold stood
for.

than to a person,” one leading|
member of Parliament said.
Chief Luthuli is little known
in Norway. According to press
reports, the 1960 prize was
awarded to him in much the
same spirit as when the prize
committee in 1935 honored a

Continued on Page 22, Column 3

“This is a prize to ideals more|’
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- Foe of Apartheid

f Albert John Luthuli

NLY a handful of the

2,500,000 whites in the
Union of South Africa have
ever met a 61-year-old African
chief named Albert John
Luthuli, He has never been
asked to speak on the Govern-
ment radio. His picture rarely
appears in the white press
and then only when he

t is in some sort
' Man of trouble over
g the governing Na-
vinthe  {ionalist  party’s
News policy of strict

segregation, or

apartheid. His winning of the
Nobel Peace Prize for 1960—
he learned of it yesterday
while cutting cane on his
farm in Natal—is hardly
likely to end the isolation that
the Afrikaners have imposed
on him. Since 1958 he has
been forbidden to engage in
political activity. He has been
denied freedom of movement
outside his native village of
Groutville, in the Umvoti Mis-
sion Reserve.

Because so few of the Af-
rikaners—the predominant Af-
rikaans-speaking whites—have
heard Chief Luthuli speak,
there is a tendency among
them to regard him as a dan-
gerous extremist. He was
among the 156 men and wo-
men of all races accused of
treason in 1956. But the
Government was never ahle to
formulate a satisfactory in-
dictment against him. After
the: preliminary inquiry had
dragged on for twelve months,
Chief Luthuli and sixty others
were freed, and the Govern-
ment later abandoned the

case.
_ Opposed to Violence

-~
ctually he is a moderate.
Chief Luthuli hates violence
and regards extreme national-
ism as a greater danger than
comimunism, He calls himself
a /socialist of the British

variety.

Those who have met him
say their first impression was
that he seemed to be a typical
Zuln chief, simple, courteous,
rather ponderous and platitu-
dinous in speech. He has a
square, rugged face and talks
sloWly, gesturing with his
large hands. He speaks English
with a distinct American in-
tonation, picked up at schools
run by American missionaries.

was never anti-white
and he has never resorted to
foree.

As president general of the
African National Congress,
Chief Luthuli was intimately

" involved in the defiance cam-
paign that swept South Africa
in 1952, He helped organize
demonstrations of the sit-in
type against the segregation
laws. Thousands of Africans
invaded libraries reserved for
whites, sat on railway seats
“for Europeans only” and in
other ways invited arrest.

The movement was well

organized and led. Startled ,

that the Africans could be-
have with such discipline and

3 C_a.meu P:ePIx
Knocking patiently at
a barred door.

courage, the Government
crushed the movement with
sharply repressive measures,

In September, 1952, Chief
Luthuli was summoned to the
Native Affairs Department in
Pretoria and handed an ulti-
matum: he must resign from
the African Nationalist Con-
gress and the defiance cam-
paign or give up his chieftain-
ship.

Chief Luthuli replied politely
that a chief, by Zulu tradi-
tion, is first the leader of his
people and only secondly a
government official. The Goy-
ernment thereupon dismissed
him. The tribal elders were so
resentful of this that no suc-
cessor to Chief Luthuli was

ever named. X

Summing up his politieal
life, Chief Luthuli once wrote:

“Who will den t
years of my life have been
spent knocking in.vain, pa-
tiently, moderately and mod-
estly at a closed and barred
door ?”

Chief Luthuli entered the
resistance campaign an ob-
scure country -chief; he
emerged a public figure. The
Government tried to stifle him
by forbidding him to leave his
home distriect. Chief Luthuli
tried to run congress affairs
from his ramshackle house in
Groutville, sending out long
messages laced with Biblical
cadences.

The new Nobel Prize win-
ner was a son of an African
Christian missionary who
went from South Africa to
Rhodesia in the service of the
American Congregationalist
Church. He was educated at
Adams College, an Ameri¢an
missionary institution near
Durban, and later taught
there before being elected a
tribal chief. He made a lec-
ture tour of the United States
in 1848.

Last year, in protest against
the Sharpeville massacre of
African demonstrators, Chief
Luthuli publicly burned his
pass book—hated symbol of
racial segregation,

Chief Luthuli and his wife
have two sons and three
daughters.

that thirty

NOBEL PRIZE GOES
T0 HAMMARSKJOLD

Continued From Page 1, Col. 3

prisoner in a German concentra-
tion camp, Carl von Ossietzky.

Prize Money Goes to Estate

OSLO, Oct. 22 (AP) — The
Nobel Peace Prize for 1960 was
belatedly awarded to Chief Al-
bert John Luthuli for his work
to ease the effects of racial dis-
crimination in South Africa.

The 1961 prize, awarded to
Dag Hammarskjold, will go to
the estate of the late United
Nations Secretary General, who
perished Sept. 18 in a plane
crash while on a peace mission
to the Congo.

No specific effort by Mr.
Hammarskjold was mentioned
by the committee, but it may
well have been his work for
peace in the Congo that won
him the prize.

Observers noted that the
committee broke with a past
tendency to avoid controversial
candidates. Mr. Hammarskjold
had been under attack from the
Communist bloc for his imple-
mentation of United Nations
policies in the Congo.

By organizing a United Na-
tions force, Mr. nmarskjold
heiped stem the chaos in' the
Conge after that nation won in-
dependence. June. 30, 1960,

Prize Won by Bunche in 1950

Mr. Hammarskjold was the
second United Nations official
to win the prize. Under Secre-
tary Ralph J. Bunche, a United
States citizens, won it in 1950
for his efforts in restoring
peace in Palestine,

One United Nations agency
also won the peace prize—the
office of the United Nations
Commission for Refugees, which
was honored in 1954,

In the words of the will of
Alfred B. Nobel, inventor of dy-
namite and donor of the Nobel
Prizes, Mr. Hammarskjold was
chosen by the committee as the
man who had *“done the most
or best to further brotherhood
among peoples, to abolish or cut
down the standing armies and
to create or further the work of
peace congresses."”

Luthuli ‘Stunned’ by Honor
Special to The New York Times.

JOHANNESBURG, South
Africa, Tuesday, Oct. 24—Gov-
ernment leaders declined to
comment last night on the
award of the Nobel Peace Prize
to Albert Luthuli.

“I am stunned,” Chief Luthuli
said when he was informed by
telephone of the honor. He said

to how he would use the cash
prize,

“It is not in my mind at the
present .moment,” he said. “J
have only been thinking of ths
spiritual importance of the hou
and what it means in terms ¢
spiritual encouragement and tt
added responsibilities it brings

“You have a feeling of bei

happy that some recognition
has come your way for the
little work you do for further-
ing the liberation movement in
South Africa along nonviolent
lines,"” he added.

Chief Luthuli spent yesterday
in his normal quiet manner. He
had been confined by Govern-
ment order to an area within
fifteen miles of his home at
Groutville in the Zula reserve
north of. Durban. The confine-
ment was imposed because of
hig political activities, . .

A deeply religious man, Chie
Luthuli has maintained great
serenity in the face of the offi-
cial restrictions imposed on him.

Mrs. Luthuli, with whom he
dwells in a small house in the
fields, said that after he was
informed of the new distinction,
Chief Luthuli said “he wanted
a period of quiet meditation and
did not want to see anyone for
several hours.” ,

Although he is virtually a
prisoner in his own land, Chief
Luthul is seldom harsh in his
comments about Prime Minister
Hendrik Ft, Verwoerd and his
Government..

Chief Luthuli said he received
the honor of the Nobel Prize as
a representative of his country’s
Africans. “In this acknowl-
edgment,” he declared, “I in-
clude also many South Africans
and friends abroad who have
sympathized with the liberation
struggle and in their own way
have labored for the realization|:
of cordidl race relations in our
land, especially between black
and white.”

Award Is Hailed at U. N.
Special to The New York Times,

UNITED NATIONS, N. Y,
Oct. 23—The announcement
that Dag Hammarskjold had
been posthumously awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize for 1961 was
welcomed by many here today.

Adlai E. Stevenson, chief
United States delegate, applaud-
ed the award, saying that Mr.
Hammarskjold had given his
life “to build a community of
man where love and peace pre-
vail over the forces of hate.”

“We miss him more and more
each day in the United Na-|
tions,” Mr. Stevenson added.

The Secretariat issued a state-
ment terming the award *“a
natural selection” and calling
the late Secretary General “a
master architect of peace-mak-
ing, a man totally dedicated to
building a solid edifice of world
peace.”

Separate statements were is-
sued by Andrew W. Cordier,
Under Secretary for General
Assembly and Related Affairs,
and Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, Under
Secretary for Special Political
Affairs. Mr. Bunche noted that
he had nominated Mr. Hammar-
skjold for the award.

he had not given any thought
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- Secretary of State Rusk confers with Dr. Cheddi B. Jagan

WASHINGTON, Oct. 23
(AP)--Dr. Cheddi B. Jagan,
British Guiana's controversial
Prime Minister, met for al-
most an hour today with
Secretary of State
Rusk, Afterward Dr, Jagan
called the meeting “very use-
ful and fruitful.”

Dr. Jagan said Mr,
had expressed
economic
in general, particularly
British Guiana.

The Prime Minister said he

Rusk

in

Dean

concern with |
under-development |

| had not asked for any specific
amount of United States as-
sistance. When he arrived
Saturday, Dr, Jagan said he
needed about $25,000,000 for
hig $65,000,000 five-year plan.

Dr. Jagan said British
Guiana would join the inter-
American system when inde-
pendence from Britain had
beeen attained. He said he
did not think participation in
the inter-American system
would interfere with mem-
bership in the British Com-
monwealth,
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Virginia Payns

“THE MERRY WIDOW”—~Raymond

Sheldon Secupda
“THE BUSKERS”-—Grayson Hall in
a play about itinerant entertainers.
At the Cricket on ‘Saturday night.

Nat Herz
“0 MARRY ME!”"—iJoe Silver in the
musical based on “She Stoops to Con-
quer.” At the Gate on Friday night.

Alix Jeffry
“CLANDESTINE ON THE MORN-
ING LINE”—Frances Williams in a
new play. Actors Playhouse Tuesday.
2 he takes the

.5 “MODERN AFRICA IN TRANSITION-DEPICTED IN NEW MUSICAL

Allen in the operetta revival. At
the Jan Hus House Thursday night.

takes time,” he|
ay to me if 1

" . 3 .
down oaveryl By JOHN S. WILSON bonnet, Mr. Adler began to fill mah's view was, “Change every-| “I found my main dramatic|/ically African in intent—a wel-
four hourg“ BOSTON in his own sketchy knowledge|thing now!' ¥YetjiMr, Aurthur key,” Mr. Aurthur said, “in coming chant written in the
in a few]| EITHER Adlai Stew s- b D_f Africa. He read bhooks, helnoted‘ Mr. Nkrumah has since Richard Wright's book, ‘Black five-tone scale that iz typical
a1t \veekg‘ : i a1l SLevenson jisteneq to recordings of Af-|found tribal beliefs harder to ex- Power., which is a description of African music. Otherwise he

" and| nor President Kwame yjoan music and he followed the otise thandhe had anticipated. of a trip he made to Ghana just has simply attempted to capture

in the I\kz‘umah _Of Ghana. .1s rapidly developing events in, “Hés had to make a deal before it received its freedom,|/the flavor of Africa in his mu-

Then | mentioned in the credits| s frica with absorbed interestiwith the.witch doctors, the fet-|He was in a village twenty-five sic because, he says, “an Afri-

for the book, music or lyrics of
“Kwamina,” the musical open-
ing at the Fifty-fourth Street
Theatre tomorrow mnight. But
both men contributed to its
|creation.
took! A phone call by Mr. Steven-
o get|5on on his return from a trip
_ draftjm Africa after the 1956 Presi-
enjoy- dential campaign provided the
¥ o stimulus for the pr_o;ect. His
3 Sa‘id,JcaIl was made to Richard Ad-
1y, [ler, who collaborated on the
Me a|music and lyries for “The Pa-
1icidal|1ama Game” and “Damn Yan-
vears kees,” to report on a meeting in
wot. 1t /London with Mr. Adler's fian-
a gun cée, Sally Ann Howes (now
s it|Mrs. Adler). From news of Miss
ia] to|Howes, Mr. Stevenson went on
. Put/|to describe at length *“‘the most
1 he|exciting area in the world”—the
'thing|Belgian Congo, a land of con-
on tol|trasts, he said, where one could
where|find a modern city such as Stan-
1 very|leyville only a few miles from a
mnglish|native village where witch doc-
better | tors still practiced human sac-
n who rifice. i
le: had
houses
ritants
‘acters
their
r and
k are
ey to
r fel-

2 way |
m, it
know
riting

e

Intensive Research

“You have to remember,” Mr.
Adler said last week in recall-
ing the conversation, “that five
years ago most Americans still
thought of Africa as just a

With Mr. Stevenson's hee

‘thing, 'buzzing around in his creative|days, he recalled, Mr. Nkru-'ishism.

land of safaris and wild beasts.” |

for the next three years, During ishymen Mr. Aurthur pointed miles out of Accra with A pro-jean- scors per.se wauld be 1n-

this time he also wroteda pair|out.*He has said to them, ‘I/fessor from the university on bearable to ears thai are no

of TV musicals as a meanis of (won't bother you if you don't/the afternoon of a chief's funer- used to it.”

adjusting himself to the emg-|bother me.’ He'd never havelal. At dusk there was absolute .

tionally difficult task of work-}donc that in the days when I|silence. The village was com- Authenticity [

ing alone following the death of | knew him.” pletely empty. | With this single exception

his writing partner, Jerry Ross. | Mr. Aurthur also remembered “Wright asked why. “When|the goal of all the elements o
‘By 1959 Mr. a young Navajo Indian he had |y hief dies, the professor ex- the show has been authenticity.

Stevenson's| : i ;
phone call had led Mr. Ad]m.imet on the Navajo reservation plained, ‘ten people are called Albert Opoku, a Ghanian chor-

to the basic idea for a musical,|'" New Mexico in 1950. Thelr, o with him. The villagers| cographer and dancer who has
one which Would deal with the|tfibe had sent him to the Uni- ype“frightened and they've run|been studying at Juilliard and
conflict¥abetweeh the old and|Versity of Chicago to studyi e, v: wwrignt said this was|Columbia, has seryed as techini-
the new in Africa, not simplyém"d‘cme' When \ he I'e“-fl'm@-ridiculona ‘Mayhe, the mees_;ca] consultant to Agnes de Mille
theconfliel between white and After ten years, the mew ideasi ;. oa;q byt it’s true—tomor- on the dances and has also kept

blackybut the more deep-rooted e Dbrought with him Werel,.,. ten people will be dead’|an eye on Robert Lewis' staging
and Mr. Aurthur’s writing.

conflicts that erupt within Af- 8reeted with great hostility bYlpy¢ now?* asked Wright. The|

rican tribes when their own|eVeryone except the children, a/,, eocoor didn’t know but some-| Mr, Opoku’s expert advice
leaders try to move them over-|hostility that was only deepened y,, ho said, the fetish men|was rejected only once. In his
night from their old traditions, When he brought home a non-\yw,u1q get it done.” |script, Mr. Aurthur had men-
customs and beliefs into thejindian girl from Chicago as tioned that Kwamina meant

inst S tieth- -|his bride. el eent problem; Py “born on Sunday,” a translation
mainstream of twentieth-cen by the powers of the fetish men,| Y

tury culture, Several Sources Mr. Aurthur-and Mr. Adler have that he got from a Nigerian.

At this point, Mr. Nkrumah| But the young Navajo doctor been fascinated by the situation IV.,[r. OPO]"_‘} pointed out .'-?ome—
took a hand, albeit unknowing- had no doubt he would win out of native-born white Africans“3”:"1t testily tha.&, in Accran,
ly. Mr, Adler brought his idea|eventually. The old chiefs were Who face the prospect of being Kv\-amll'na gk porn i o
to playwright Robert Alan Aur-|dying off, he told Mr. Aurthur, driven out of their homeland, a urday.” Mr. Aurthur obediently
thur in the spring of 1959. They!and meanwhile he would work 8roup represented in their musi- changed “Sunday" to “Batur-
met daily on a bench in Central with the children and wait. Ical by a missionary’s daughter?day“ but the cast found the
Park next to the Metropolitan| Crossing the outlook of Mr. (Sally Ann Howes) who haschange depressing. It no longer
Museum of Art to talk out Nkrumah with the situation of been the doctor in Kwamina'snaq a poetic ring, they said.
possible story lines, As they the Navajo doctor, Mr. Aurthur village before his arrival. Be-iar.  ayrthur agreed and, despite
ialkad M Aurthiie re bered/has created Kwamina (played cause of her presence, Mr, Ad- e ook’ st turked

ey ¢ remembered, - . on ler has written his score in two|® N e il r.e

a classmate who had attended|Py Terry Carter) the.son of an 'the line to its original form.

| African’ chief who has studied styles — one based on African '~ . -
the Graduate School of Anthro-|\ ... . 0 4on and returns music, the other with a Western Mr. Opoku took his defeat ?’e-

pology at the University of pooo on the eve of his country's flavor that he has tried to'signedly. i
Pennsylvania with him in 1946|independence determined to ‘do make “as un-Broadway-like as| “I understand,” he said with
Kwame Nkrumah, In thoselaway with witcheraft- and fet- possible.” a shrug. “That's show  bisie
Only one of his songs is bas-'ness.” -
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Opera: ‘Fanciulla’ in Realistic Revival

Met Production Opens
on Elegant Note

By HAROLD C. SCHONBERG

NCTHER season, another

Metropolitan Opera open-
ing. Last night's was elegant
off stage and on, with a dis-
tinguished audience and a
most unusual opera. Puccini's
“La Fanciulla del West” —
“The Girl of the Golden
West"'—had not been in the
vicinity of the Metropolitan
since the 1931-32 season. For
this occasion the production
was borrowed from the Lyric
Opera of Chicago, which had
suceessfully revived the work
a short time ago.

The production literally
follows the directions in the
score, even to the framed
motto of the Polka Saloon:
“A Real Home for the Boys.”
This aroused much interested
comment from the audience.
So did the paraphernalia, in-
cluding horses tethered out-
side the saloon. These were
real, live horses, and the
Metropolitan must have been
proud of them. The doors of
the Polka were left open at
the slightest opportunity, so
the audience could inhale the
realism.

Realism? Television never
comes near ‘“La Fanciulla”
even in “Maverick” or “Gun-
smoke.” Minnie makes her ap-
pearance shooting a gun out
of a miner's hand. She rides
one of the horses to save
Dick Johnson from a lynch-
ing party. Richard Tucker
looked as well as could be
expected wearing a frontier
jacket, red neckerchief, suede
weskit and riding boots.

There is the great poker
game in Act II. (How many
aces in the deck? Minnie
stashes away a full house in
her stocking; but on the sec-
ond hand Jack Rance, the

sheriff, draws two pair, aces
high. After Minnie reveals
her full house, aces high,
Rance should have taken out
his gun and shot Minnie
dead. For the previous dis-
cards, not reshuffled into the
deck, contained those previous
two aces. Two plus three are
five.) There js bloodshed,
and there is raw frontier
love (a chaste kiss; Minnie's
first). There is a faro game,
a jealous sheriff and a high=
wayman,

But when you come down
to it, “La Fanciulla del West"”
is no more preposterous in
its librettto than any num-
ber of popular operas one
zould mention. And musically
it contains a great deal of
interest. This is an opera
that grows on one. The first
lew hearings might make an
ypera lover wonder why “La
fanciulla” ever was _consid-
wed for revival; but after
me gets fully acquainted with
‘he score, many wonders are
revealed.

Musically it is infinitely
nore subtle than the libretto.
uccini was feeling his way
oward the glories of “Turan-
lot,) and there are in *La

"anciulla" many hints of what
vas to come. There is, for
me thing, a far greater use
if the chorus than in any
*uccini opera to that date,
910. The harmonic palette
5 much richer, And the or-
hestration is simply magnif-
pent.

The orchestra, indeed, is one
f the glories of “La Fanci-
lla,” For the first time in
is career, Pucecini let the
rchestra comment fully on
he action and the emotional
eling of his characters. In
1e process he cut down the
Mo set pieces. That is one
:son why “La Fanciulla”
is never been so popular as
Fosca or “Bohéme)” For
thile the soprano and tenor
» have their arvias, neither
is a real knock-'em-dead
imber, as deoes Cio-Cio-San,
* Tosea, or Mimi,

Richard Tucker, Leontyne Price and Anselmo Colzani, at

The New York Times

right, in a scene from the opera “La Fanciulla del West.”
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The Cast

LA FANCIULLA DEL WEST, opera In
three acis by Gxammn Puccini, texi
by G. Civininl and C. Zangarini from
"The Girl of the Golden West'', a play
by David Belasco; Fausto Cleva, cone
ductor; staged by Henry Butler (debut);
production lent to the Metropalitan
Opera by the Lyric Opera of Chu:agu
and the Chicaso Opera
Secione by Gamsid 1 Righore bt
Metropolitan Opera House.

L e S A Leontyne Price
Dick Johnson. +.Richard Tucker
Jack Rance selmo Colzani
Nick. .... .Paul Franke
Ashby »Scott

lorman
ard Harvuot

Trin r Carelli

Sid. ... .Calvin Marsh

Bello. éoorge Cehanovsky
Harry .Robert Nagy

X3 . Andrea Vells(debuﬂ

d Reitan

- .Theodere Uppman
JGerhard Pechner

Wowkie .Margaret Roggero
Jake Wallace. Ezio Flagello
Jose Castro. .. .Louis Sgarro

The Paost-rider. . " Frank D'Elia

The baritone lead, too, is
constantly on stage, but he
has only one real aria, That
is a beauty, Rance's ‘“Minnie,
dalla mia casa”"—one of the
best things Puccini ever com-
posed, It is short, intense and
yearning, highly chromatic in
harmony and shutle in mel-
ody. Another out-and-out aria
~—there are not too many in
“La Fanciulla”—is Jack Wal-
lace’s extremely beautiful
ballad in the-first act.

“La Faniciulla” is a long
way from being perfect, and
there is z lot of corn in it.
The waltz theme hummed by
the miners, later brought
back as the Minnie-Johnson
duet, is something that Puc-
cini should have blushed to
write, It is terribly banal.
And some of the writing else-
where is too sentimental for
comfort. But “La Faniciulla”
nevertheless is an impressive
work, full of genius, that
sounds better each time it is
heard.

Last night's performance
was brilliant. The Chicago
sets, completely realistic, set
the mood. Henry Butler, in
his debut at the Metropolitan,
staged the performance with
skill, handling the crowd
scenes deftly, making the best
of the awkward situations in
the libretto. A Western he
was given, a Western he gave,
complete with professional-
looking gunplay, ' cowboys
(padron, miners) who looked
the part; and he had his peo-
ple acting with dignity.

The three principals were
splendid:’ Indeed, the entire
ecast, was. Of the eighteen
members in this “American”
opera, fourteen were Ameri-
cans. Noblesse oblige. Leon-
tyne Price acted well and
sang beautifully, up to the
‘soaring C's that dot the part.
Richard Tucker had no high
C's to worry about.

Puccini wrote one in as

. part of the second-act duet,

but he himself sanctioned the
cut, and it was so cut last
night, as it traditionally is.
There was one other cut—in
the first act; the entire se-
gquence where Sid is caught
cheating at cards.

Mr, Tucker employed his
voice to fine advantage. He
sounded clear, even clarion,
and he gaye a convincing im-
personation. The best acting
of the evening, however, came
from Anselmo Colzani as
Jack Rance, the Sheriff. Aside
from one or two typically
Italianate gestures, he went
through his part with all the
aplomb of a heavy in a cow-
boy film. And vocally he did
all that could have been
desired.

Fausto Cleva conducted. He
is a veteran of the Italian
wing of the Metropolitan
Opera, and he alse was a
friend of Pucecini's. Mr. Cleva
not only worked well with his
singers—that he always does
—but he also brought a good
deal of force and personality
to his conducting. In this
kind of repertory he is first-
class, One could go so far as
to say that he is one of the
most underestimated conduc-
tors on the Metropolitan staff.

And so “La Fanciulla del
West" ended triumphantly,
with the lovers riding into the
sunset singing addio to Cali-
fornia. (Presumably they
make a sharp turn before hit-
ting the Pacific.) It is a show
worth seeing. The libretto is
good, corny fun; and the mu-
sic has some marvelous things.
And this kind of tight, accu-
rate production that the Met~
ropolitan is giving sets off in
the best light whatever the
opera does have to offer. It
should be around for a long
time to come, now that the
ice has been broken.

VB b v
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PARTIAL LIST OF APPOINTEES

1. Dr. Robert C. Weaver of New York City-=-Administrator for the Federal
Housing and Home Finance Agency

2. Hon. Clifton R. Wharton of San Francisco--Ambassador to Norway

3. Christopher C. Scott of Los Angeles--Deputy Postmaster General for
Transportation

4, Mrs, Dolly Lowthar Robinson of New York City=--Assistant to the Director
of Women's Bureau, Department of Labor

5. Carl Rowan of Minneapolis--Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for
Public Affairs

6. Andrew Hatcher of San Francisco-=Associate White House Press Secretary

7. Frank Whitaker of Pittsburgh-~Special Assistant to the Secretary of
Commerce

8. Hobart Taylor of Detroit=--Special Counsel for the President's Committee
on Equal Employment Opportunity

9, Eddie M. Williams of Memphis==Protocol Officer in Office of Chief
of Protocol in the State Department

10, Frank Williams of San Francisco-=-Special Assistant to the Director
of the Peace Corps-

11. Frank D. Reeves of Washington, D. C.-=-Special Assistant to the
President and now D. C. Commissioner

12. George L~P Weaver of Washington, D, C.--Assistant Secretary of Labor

13. Kermit Bailer of Detroit=--Legal Chief of Housing Section of the Civil
Rights Commission

14, Arthur Chapin of New Jersey--Minority Group Consultant in the Depart-
ment of Labor

15, Virginia Battle of Boston=~On White House Staff and served as secretary
to the President when he was a Senator

16. John Wheeler of Durham, North Carolina--President's Committee on Equal
Employment Opportunity

17. Samuel W. Allen of New York--Assistant General Counsel U. S. I. A.

18. Harry Bass of Wisconsin=--Department of Agriculture
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19. Geroge Carter of New York--Peace Corps

20. Charles Duncan of Washington, D, C.--Assistant District Attorney
21l. Lisle Carter~-Special Assistant H. E. W.

22, Cecil Poole of San Francisco=-=District Attorney~-~Northern California

23. Roy Davenport of Washington, D, C.--Special Assistant to the Under
Secretary of Army forPersonnel

24, Oliver Hill of Richmond, Virginia~-~Special Assistant to FHA Director
for Inter=Group Relations

25. Jake Simmons, Jr. of Oklahoma=-Regional Mobilization Representative
Region #4, Office of 0il and Gas in Department of Interior

26, Samuel Westerfield of Atlanta, Georgia==Associated Director for
Debt Analysis in Treasury

27. Spottswood W, Robinson of Richmond, Virginia=-Member of U, S, Civil
Rights Commission

28. Mabel K. Staupers of New York-=Surgeon General’s Consultant Group
on Nursing

29. Whitney Young of Atlanta, Georgia=-Surgeon General's Consultant Group
on Nursing

30. Alice Dunnigan==Equal Opportunity Committee

31. Mercer Cook=-Ambassador to Nigeria

32, John Morrow--UNESCO Representative

33, John Hope 11 of Atlanta, Georgia==-Special Assistant to JohnFeild

34. The Reverend James Robinson of New York, Dr. Benjamin Mays of Atlanta,
Harry Belafonte of New York City and Dr. Albert Dent have been appointed

to the National Advisory Board of the Peace Corps-
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In és OF REPLY THE
NUMBER AND DATE OF THIS
LETTER SHOULD BE QUOTED

EMBASSY OF GHANA
2129 R STREET, N.W.

Our Rer. No. ?’64A WAsHINGTON, D. C.
Your REF.No.
UNCLASSIFIED 6th September, 1961

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Thank you for your letter dated
13th July, 1961, reminding me of the information
you requested. Please excuse the delay of this
letter. '

Below please find the required
informetion:

1. The Embassygbcchpied this
building on 1lst March, 1957.

2. The Chancepy was before then
gituated at 506 Dupont Cip€le) Building.

3. 4The present number of employees
is 35, out of which these are 11 Ghanaians, Two of
these employees are ap tesporary appointments.

%. #The period for which the former
Ambassador géfyed a¥ this post was from 13th December,
1957 to 28th\September, 1959.

My best regards.

Yours sincerely,

Press Attache”

Mr., Peter Abrahams
Coyaba, Red Hills FP.O.
St. Andrew, Jamaica, W.I.

GFD/1r
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BURAU O:' SOCIAL SCIENCE AuSiwfRCd, IIC.

CAlVASS OF NORTHWEST APARTMELRTS

At the request of the Conference of) Community Relations, a group of
volunteer vorkers undertook @ house-to-house canvass of "luxury" epartment
buildings in lorthwest VWashington in order to determinc the availability of
apartuents for /frican diplomats, and scme of the factors involved in willing-
ness or unwillingness to accept them as tenants. This report suamarizes the
findings of the canvass.

The anelysis includes information on a totel of«@ll apartuent houcec
and apartment-hotels which were judged to be suitable @6 housing for diplcmatic
personnel by reason of location, price range and gemeral character of the
neighborhood. These buildings contained approximately 2,000 spartment units
of various sizes.

Responses to the questiom’ of whether or not thesc buildings would
accept Africen diplouats as “tenants fall into five classes:

8 buildings clearly would accept Africen diplomats;

21 buildings might accept Africans, but the responses werce ambiguous;

17 buildings would probably not accept Africans, but the responses
verc ambiguous;

128 buildings clearly would not acccpt African diplomats; and for

37 buildings there is no information of vhether or not an African

would be accepted as a tenant.

The Unembiguous "Yes"

The eight buildings for vhich it was clearly indicated that Africans
would be acccptable as tenants contained a total of 1,241 epartment units.
Two of these buildings were apartment-hotels, containing 579 apertument units,

end eix of them were apertment buildings exclusively.
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There is scme question vhether the apartment-hotels should be
considered as reasoneble possibilities; in accepting African tenants, one
indicated that it would ect as a hotel rather than an apartment house, charging
monthly rents based on daily hotel rates, rather than a monthly charge sianiler
to an apartimnent system. The other, however, apparently does not follow this

policy.

The Ambiguous "Yes"

This category includes the nine cases in which responscs were on
the order of "yes, but we do not anticipate any vacanci€s," "we would be
happy to put his application on our waiting list,"/or were/less than deiini-
tive in scmec other respect. It is known that onc)\practice used in order to
avoid the embarrassment and rebuff often accompanying a request for housing
by an African is to accept the application, but not to consider it when a
vacancy occurs. There is scme evidemce that this is the basis upon which
at least scmé respondents indicated a willingness to accept ifrican tenants
However, this group of buildinge cannot be placed with those who were unwilling
to house ifricans, since attempts to obtain more definite conpitments Jalled
to change the responses.

This category also includes a group of twelve buildings for which
the responses ofw.résident managers or other members of the building staff
differed from those of the agent for the building. The ambiguity arose in
the following way: If it were not possible to obtain a definitc response
from scmeonc on the staff of a particular building, the Bureau telephoned
the managing agency to ask about the policy followed by that company in all
of the buildings under its control in Northuest, in order to arrive gt some
conclusion about the building for vhich there was no information. However, it
sometiucs happened that a canvasser had obtained from some other building also

menaged by the seme company & definite statement sbout the acceptability of
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African diplcmats as tenants vhich was opposite to the general policy stated
by the agent. The differcnces of opinion thus threw both statements into
question, and it was necessary to classify them as ambiguous responses.

In these cases, the specific statements made by the resident manager
or other staff member about the particular building were given precedence over
the more general statement of the agent, so far as that building was concerned,
and it was classified accordingly as ambiguous "yes" or ambiguous "no." The
agent's contradictory statement was taken to apply to the other buildings under
the ccmpany's management for vhich information wasmot awvailable from scume
member of the building staff.

Thus, the ambiguous 'yes" class ineluwdé&”(a) buildings in vhich a
respondent said yes, but the agent's generel statement indicated that no
building managed by that ccmpany wouldsbe&vavailable to African diplcmats,
or refused to discuss the questions amd (b) buildings for which no information
had been obtained frcm the gwesident manager or other staff mewmber, and the
agent had said that the ‘ecmpany's overall policy was to consider each applica-

tion on an individual “basis.

‘The Ambiguous “lio"

Most of the cases in this category are analogous to those described
in (a) above, but in the opposite direction. These are instances in which a
respondent in the building said definitely that an African diplounat would not
be acceptecd as a tenant in that particular building, but an agent either re-
fused to discuss the question, or made & general statcument indicating that none
of the buildings managed by that company would deny accommodation to the diplcmat
on that basis alone. This situation accounted for nine of the seventeen

buildings in the ambiguous "no" category.
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Three additional buildings were cases for which it was said that,
while the respondent would refuse t€nancy to Africans st the present tiue,
he would be willing to accept them if "others" or a certzin proportion of all
other buildings were to do so.
In five other buildings, the resident manager, who held responsi-
bility for all rentals, stated that the answer was likely to be no, but was

unwilling to make a flat statement to that effect.

The Unambiguous "iio"

The 128 buildings for vhich it was defimitelyeifidicated that African
diplcmats would not be able to find housing included, &pproximately 14,400
units, or 6C percent of all apertment units id buildings on which these data
vere available.E/

In slightly less than half of “these buildings, specific reasons vere
volunteered by respondents for refusal to accept the Africans as tenants.
Thesc reasons fell into two major categories: African diplomats are undesirablc
tenants because they are liegrocs and/or because they arc diplcmats.

Thirty buildings do not desire to rent to African diplcrnats because
of their diplcmatic status as such. Objections to diplcmats vary widely:

"le want only long-term residents, those who will stay for ten or
fifteen years."

"Diplomats move every 18 months, and we can't afford to redecorate
that often."

"Diplamats break their leases and violate the lease provisions."
"'e cen't have diplcmats. They entertain lavishly with caterers and
orchestras until 2 a.m."

"tic had one diplcmat ... but aftervards had to scrub for wecks to
get the apartment clean."

L

There vere ten buildings for which information on number of units was not
obtainable.
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The most frequent specific objection to diplomats was that their
diplanatic immunity prevents the epartment officials frcm taking legal action
when demeges have been done to an apartment or bills have gone unpaid. It
should be noted that these objections were also made at length by an apertment-
hotel ovmer who docs accept African diplcmats, and who plans to continue to
do so in the future.

The objections to Africens on the basis of their skin color were
mentioned in twenty-seven cases. Four of these buildings gpparently currently
nouse diplomatic personnel I[rcm non-African countries, although not all accept
other non-EBuropcon persons. In eleven cases, the regpondent, specifically pointed
ocut that the cbhjection to African tenants was that, the other residents of the
building would object.

"The building would be vacant in 30pdays."

"Fifteen tenants vatched thé resident manager when he interviewed an
African diplcmat.”

For the additional seventy-onme buildings which are clearly not open

to occupancy by Africon diplemats, respondents did not voluntarily enlarge upon

their answvers.

The Responsibilit# for-Saxigg o

There were/many instances in which, although the answver given was a
definite no, the respondent referred the responsibility for the answer to
scmeone other than himself. Resident managers of'ten said that they personally
had no objectiocn to the presence of Africans in the building, but that scmeone
else in a more crucizl position, such as tenant or agent, would object. Agents
of'ten stated that, although they themselves were sympathetic with the problens
of the diplemets, they could do nothing about it, since the other tenmants in the
buildiag would object, "and we're in business, after all,¥ or that they vere

nerely adninistrators of the wishes of the building's ovner, and could not presume
to question his attitudes.
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The Buildings About Vhich liothing is Known

There is a group of thirty-seven buildings, with 3,355 apartment
units, about which it can only be said that they are not currently renting
apartments to African diplcmets. This group includes the seventeen cases in
which it was not possible to contact the last person (usually the owner) to
vhem the questioner was referred to obtain a clear response one way or the
other, as well as the twenty buildings for which the information was refused

and unavailable from other sources,

The fAvoidance of Ansvering

One of the most striking results of the e@invass ses the frequency
with which respondents said they were unable or umnvilling to indicate vhether
or not & building would be availeble to Airieam diplcmats. In approximately
one-half of all instances in vhich contact wés made concerning a particular
building, it was necessary to go to et least one other person to receive an
ansver to the question. CanvassSers were referred by staff members of the
apartment house to resident managers, resident managers referred them to agents
or ovners, agents reierred the Bureau to owmers, or refused to discuss the
matter. In two casésy, the Bureau was referred by the agent to a realtors'
association vhich has.no such information available, which in turn referrecd
the Bureau backitos/the sgent. The reason given for these referrals vas
usually lack of knowledge: "I don't know," or "the question has never come
up-~-you'll have to ask the owner." In some cases, the agent said that he was
uneble to ensver the question "in the abstract," that he could give no indica-
tion of the availability of any building in which therc was not currently
a vacant apartment.

) Sufficient evidence is lacking clearly to classify these answers in

terms ofnges gk no. lHouever, it might be noted that in every case in which
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the questicnner was referred to another person and was cble to obtain a state-
went frcm him, none stated a willingness to accept African tenants.

The folloving table swmarizes the responses in each of these

categories.
RESPOIISE BUILDINGS APARTMENT UNITS
lumber Humber FPercent
Unambiguous "yes" 8 = 1,24 5
Aubiguous "yes" 21 3,463 ** 1k
Ambigucus "no" 17 1,571 T
Unambiguous "no" 128 * 14,373 ** 60
Situation unknown 37 3,355 ** 1k
TOTAL 211 2l,003 100

* Including apartment-hotels.
¥¥* Plus an unknown number of unitsrin a few apartment houses where
data were not available.
Conclusions

A. The amount®ef housing available to African diplomats in Northwest
Washington west of SixXteenth Street is not at the present time sufficient to
satisfy current needs ‘and those which are expected to develop over the next two
years.

It can be estimated that in order to satisfy current demends for
housing, and to provide scme area of choice to prospective tenants, it is
sufficient to have available twenty vacancies at any given time. Yet, it was
found in this study that among those apartment buildings which definitely
stated a willingness to accept African tenants there were only three vacancies
at the time of the canvass (three more were expected to develop later in the

summer). Among the ambiguous "yes" responses, there were said to be four
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vacancies at the time of the canvass, in addition to one new building which
is not yet filled and has a good number of apartments still available.

B. The locus of resistance to making more apartment facilities
available for African diplomats is difficult to locate, but it is suspected
that it lies in two factors: the definiticns of the attitudinal situetion in
the Washington community (and especially among apartment house tenants) on the
part of agents and owners, and the problems encountered in renting to diplcmats
as such.

C. The strength of resistance seems to increase as the housing
facilities go from those more transient in character through standard apartments
to cooperatives. In other words, the closer the living situation approximates
& permanent arrangement, in which integrated so€ial systems would have a
chance to develop among tenants, the less willing, are people to accept African
diplomats as tenants. Although there i insuffient evidence available to make
conclusive statements about this obg€rvation, the trend is nevertheless
observable in the data from this study, when information from apartment-hotels
and the few cooperatives which Were .canvassed is examined. There were several
statements made to canvassers on the order of "I suggest that they try epartment-
hotels, which have aswguick turnover of tenants," or "epartment-hotels with
furnished rooms Would be more apt to take African diplomats." Also, two
apartment-hotels indicated when canvassed that they would accept Africans in
their hotel facilities, but definitely not as apartment tenants.

D. There is scme indication that renters of apartments themselves
expect a change in the situation. It may be that the large number of refusals
and statements of inability to answer the question are mezcures of a state of
flux in the current situation. Respondents made statements along the lines of

n

"Why fight it? We know it's going to come," or indicated that the necessity

to give any but a positive response was acutely embarrassing. In addition, some
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owners felt able to tell the canvassers that they would be willing to join

a general movement toward making more facilities available to African diplomats.

PROCEDURES COF THE STUDY
This study is subject to all of the limitations of any field research
which uses a few volunteer workers to do a large job in & short period of
time. Nevertheless, it is felt that, despite its limitation, a good deal of
valuable information bearing on the question of housing for African diplcmats.
has been collected, and on a more systematic basis thanshas previously been
the case. The following paragraphs describe the degign of the study for the

conduct of the field work.

The Area Covered and the Buildings Canvassed

The canvass was conducted im"the area of Northwest Washington west of
Sixteenth Street, and included thewportion of Fourteenth Street above Missouri
Avenue, where it is understood that a number of large luxury apartment buildings
have recently been constructed. ,The canvassers were instructed to interview
in each building in the, area which could be said to be "relatively new, modern,
and large (more than ten apartment units), where rents might be expected to
start at about, $90-200 for an efficiency apartment, asbout $125 for one
bedrocm, etec. The surrounding neighborhood should be pleasant and not run down.
In other words, you should visit those buildings which might be expected to
be acceptable to a white-collar government worker of relatively high status
with a reasonably liberal income."

The criteria for the selection of buildings in which information
was to be sought were necessarily general, since advance information was not
available on particular buildings which would be considered suitable for
occupancy by the members of the diplomatic corps. Thus, the choice of buildings

to be canvassed was to some extent dependent upon the subjective evaluations of
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the volunteers themselves. Attempts were made in the Bureau office to
eliminate after the canvass those buildings which seemed to be unsuitable for
the present purposes. It is felt that the buildings discussed in the findings
are an adequate representation of the facilities in Northwest which would be
suitable for diplomats, and includes by far the majority of all major luxury
apartment buildings.

The choice of Sixteenth Street as the eastern boundary of the study
area was settled upon during discussions between the Bureau and the Conference.
The decision was made to use for the study the area which was most likely, prima
facie, to yield suitable buildings, cn the basis Of theis convenience to
embassy areas; transportation routes, and the general desirability of the
neighborhood, in terms of such factors as genersl personel safety, overall
pleasant surroundings, and a chance for inteéraction with Americamns and others
whose lives and backgrounds are similar¥™to those of the Africans themselves.

It has become apparentsthat these boundaries eliminated several
apartment buildings which are kKmow to be integrated at the present time, at
least some of which may be suitable for diplomats. However, these buildings
are im less clearly ‘acceptable general areas.

The anelysis was limited to apartment houses and apartment-hotels
(except for the.dnformal analysis of the general attitudes expressed in the
cooperatives), since the matter of purchase of housing by African diplcmats
raises a whole new set of questions and necessitates a different study design

and approach.

Obtaining the Information

The canvassers were asked to contact the resident manager of the
building or scme other member of the building staff if a resident menager was

not available. In the event that they were unable to get an answer in the
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building, they were to ascertain the name of the managing agent and turn this
information over to the Bureau office.

In these cases, the Bureau contacted a member of the rental depart-
ment of the company in order to get the information. The agent was usually asked
about the policy on admission of African diplomats for all of the Northwest
buildings managed by his company. In this way, it was possible to avoid
subsequent calls to the same agent when other canvassers were referred to him
from different buildings and to make scme judgement about the few buildings
which were not reached by a canvasser.

In instances in which the agent refused to discuss the guestion with
the Bureau, statements which had been obtained by, camvassers in any of the
company s buildings were accepted as representing the company's practice for that
building. This step was taken in order toaeduce the loss of information from

refusals which covered a large numbersof“buildings.

The Questions

The canvassers were inmstructed first to ask whether there were any
apartments available in the building at the time, and, if so, how many, the
number of rocms .and, bedrooms, the monthly rent, and the lease provisions for
occupancy. ©Second, whether or not there were any vacancies, the canvasser
asked if the building would rent an apartment to an African diplomat. It is
important that the words "diplomat" and "African" were used. The former was
used in order to eliminate problems arising from matters of different statuses,
such as student; the word "African" in order not to raise the question of
integration of housing in general.

If the respondent indicated that the building would accept Africans,
he was then asked whether it would be acceptable for the Conference on

Camunity Relations to refer to that building an African diplomat who was
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seeking housing. The purpose of the question was to control the possibilities
of obtaining gratuitous "yes" responses, in order to minimize the chances that
an African would encounter a rebuff or embarrassment should he solicit an

epartment on the basis of these findings.



BUILDINGS INCLUDED IN THE CANVASS

Adams Mill Road Connecticut E Street K Street
2801 1028 35 1830
2812 1914 2117 1915
2900 2000 2k23 2514

2029 2515

Argonne Place 2100 F Street

2101 Kalorama Road
1601 2126 1500
2301 2000 1910
Ashmead Place 2310 2116 1915
2311 2120 1921
2308 2700 2010
2701 Florida
Belmont Road 2828 Lamont
2900 1908
2070 2901 1900
2915 Fulley
California 2929 Luzcn
3000 1620
1840 3100 6lbs
2127 3133 G Street
2138 3220 M Street
2154, 3221 177
2230 3701 1809 1726
2231 3726 1819
3801 Macomb
Cathedral 3901 H Street
4500 2710
2301 L501 2401 3725
2331 451k
4000 4shs Harvard Massachusetts
4200 4550
4201 4600 1650 926
LeoT 1700 1101
Columbia Road k700 1750 1ko1
4701 1500
1628 LTho I Street 1701
1629 5130 1711
1673 5323 1915 12T
1707 5410 2100 2122
1841 5415 2123 3700
1851 sk25 2124 3701
1868 5437 L000
1901 Idsho k201
1930 Davenport 4301
1954 3040
2006 3525 3051

2022



New Hampshire
825

1316
1731

1825
1833
0 Street
2148
Cntario Road
2800
Ordway
2700 block
Park Road
1650
1673
1701
Pennsylvania
2150
Q Street
2500
2501
2512
2700
R Street

1630
1717

Rock Creek
Ford Road

1kko
bkl

Scott Circle
N
T Street

1621

Tewksbury
1390

Tuckerman

k15
1420

Tunlaw Road

3850

3900
4000

Quebec
2800

Vermont
1301

Virginia

2121
2kT5

W Street
4100
iliseonsin

2321
2500
2700
272
2720
2730
3130
3140
3201
3315

Woodley Place

2601
2800

Wyoming

1869
1870

Fourteenth

5910-50
6100
6Lh25
6501
6505
6601

Sixteenth

1112
1530
1600
1616
1701
1750
1801
2120
2400
220
2440
2480
2651
3055
3060

- 3132
3150
3200
3636
3900
6101

Seventeenth

1hak
151k
1815

Eighteenth

705
815

2901
Nineteenth

601
2200

Twentieth

707
2227
2410
2411
2h56

Twenty-first
1426
Twenty=-ninth

2727
2745

Thirty-ninth

2725
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Address by
Edward R. Murrow, Director, U.S, Information Agency
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Washington, D, C., May 24, 1941

WHO SPEAKS FOR AMERICA ?

It is with mingled pleasure and awc that I join you today. ..pleasure at
being again among so many of my former colleagues..,awe that I am now the
object of those scowling, critical visages among whose array I once sat with
my own frowning brow. The frowning brow kas not changed. We have only
changed seats, and I must now answer questions instead of propounding them.

I come to this microphone to tell you of the U.S, Information Agency.

In a sense, it is a reciprocal visit. There are members of this club who have
shared our international microphones m the Voice of America. For example,
three of your members -- William Stringer, Ernest K. Lindley, and Fred
Collins -- do a weekly broadcast for the Voice, entitled 'Issues in the News, "
The program has had an excellent response from a widely appreciative audi-
ence. ItrustI shall do these gentlemen no offense, however, if I share with

you one letter we received that was not so enthusiastic. "Dear Voice of

(More)
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America," the letter said, "Never in my life have I heard three more indeci-
sive talkers. They never have anything definite to say. Keep them off the air
and run John F. Kennedy instead.'" Let me add, though, that if I have as few
detractors as they, I shall count myself among the fortunate.

I have been in my job as Director of the Agency scant weeks. Operating
as we do in 98 countries around the world, there is much about the Agency
that T have yet to learn. But as & former working newsman like most of you
here today, there are a number of thoughts and impressions that I would share
with you in my present role as a go-ve:r:nment official.

Our Agency operates in a difficult, not too well defined area, We embrace
a multitude of disciplines and professions.  Many of you are newsmen who de-
vote your careers, as I did for 25 years, to expression in a single medium of
communication, USIA employs not one but seven: radio, television, movies,
press, book publishing, exhibits and the arts. We are involved in an entire
range of problems: from a press run in Beirut, an exhibition in Turin, a
stage performance in Munich and radio relays in Colombo, From a news
telecast in Bogota to a sound-tracked film strip in Paris to a book typeset in
Manila -- upon all the myriad of details we initiate, we create, we facilitate,

Even more important we must deal amidst the intangibles: the difficult,
delicate human art of persuasion. For by word of mouth, by cultivated
perdgonal contact abroad, we seek to persuade others of the rightness of our
view'and that our actions and our goals are in harmony with theirs. And this

br-’ingS on a thought: in the course of a single working day how many of you
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gentlemen here could exercise your expertise competently over an array of
problems as diverse as these?

To those bold enough to reply in the affirmative, I offer a note of caution:
this is only half the Agency's problem. For we deal not only in coramunications
but also in policy. We articulate and distribute not advertising for cigarettes
and soap suds but clarifications of government policy and deeds. And we speak
in many languages to many peoples of vastly differing cultures and styles, of
vastly differing levels of comprehension., We must deal also with the very con-
siderable pre-conditioning foreigners have had to the image and the ideas of
America. We must deal with the realities of their fears, their concerns, their
stereotypes -- however unjustified, their existence is real -- of the product we
promote: the actions and the hopes of the United States,

Thus the effective overseas USIA officer must be a creature who combines
the talents of professional proficiency with persistence and patience. He must
try to know as much about seven media of communication as mo;t of you gentle -
men know about your one. I shall not indulge your sufferance by reading a ros-
ter of qualified officers in the Agency. But I assure you I have found I am able
to call upon resourceful minds of many disciplines. We have men who number
among their accomplishments, before coming with the Ageacy, such cositions
as a broadcast Peabody Award winner; a past President of NBC International; a
former producer with Eagle Lion and Warner Brothers studio; the former Presi-
dent of a college; several deans of universities, including a Dean Emeritus from
Columbia University; an original editor of Newsweek; an author of 15 published
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novels, 6 of which have been adapted for motion piciures; editors of metropoiitan
newspapers and national press services; overscas bureau chiefs, foreign corre-
spondents, and Nieman fellows in Journalism. OCverseas they are supported by
an equally diversified and distinguished staff: =nztionals of the countries in which
we work, writers, editors, artists, lecturers and others, They are a taiented
and varied crew. They scrve by choice, I know, for many of them annually re-
fuse private offers for far more money then they now earn.

In my first four months, I have asked many of my colleagues to postpone
fellowships, assignments abroad and desirable posts long anticipated. Often at
great personal inconvenience, their invariable response to me has been: ''"What-
ever you think is best for the Agency, I will gladly do., "

So it was that one of my own long-held illusions about government was
rudely shattered on that January day when I assumed office, I arrived at 1776
Pennsylvania Avenue expecting a burcaucracy of dawdlers; instead ] found a
bounty of capable doers. For my own part, I have never worked harder in my
life, I have never been called a loafing man -- though on occasion I confess a
predilection for good conversation, fine wine and rich food -- but not since the
days of World War II have I worked with such frantic fascination.

I am finding that this is truly the time of the "INew Zeal', and it is not
easy to set the pace for my younger colleagues, Our work product would stagger
the mind of what we in government call 'private enterprise', Our radic hroad-
casts live over 88 hours a day in 35 languages. Our special wireless file puts
out up to 8-10, 000 words a day to each of five world areas. Our films reaca an
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estimated weekly audience of aboul 15C million people. When a special project
goes through on a crash basis, we can get to an audience of over five hundred
million. And in television, our'"marlket" is rapidly expaading -~ some 36 mil-
lion TV sets and 160 million viewers,

Nor is our product dissipated meaninglessly. For the 50 million books
we have published in 50 languages, there is incessant demand. In Blantyre,
Nyasaland, a library opened in March of this year, and borrowers stripped its
shelves nearly bare in about a month of operation. .In another African post
there was a greater demand for the Federalist Papers in four weeks time than
the New York Public Library bad in a year, ~And the first English classes
formed in two newly-independent countries numbered among their pupils both
Prime Ministers, a number of Cabinet officials as well as other high govern-
ment leaders and their wives.

Our Agency by Congressional Mandate operates overseas., There is much
misunderstanding about just what the U.S. Information Agency does. We have
received letters with ominous cvertones, such as a request to "send me all your
information on counterfeiting' and '"please rush me all the facts on bullet wounds,
fast," Letter-writers have asked us '"what percentage of young people are juve-
niles, how can I figure out which TV newscasters are Republicans, and why are
most auctioneers called 'colonel'?" And do-it-yourself fans nave written our
Agency for information on how to bottie peanut butter, refinish driftwocd, operate
bongo drums, and make low-calorie soft-driniis.

Information is our job, but information of more serious import. I told the
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Senate hearing on my nominatioa that our Agency will attempt to malke US policy
as designed by the President evervwiere intelligible and, wacrever possible
palatable.

We shall cadeavor to reflect witn fidelity to our allics, to the uncommitted
nations, as well as to those wiho are hostile to us, not only our policy but our
ideals. Yet, in our day-to-day cfforts dirccted to this end, we do not stand
alone, For much that is kinown and believed about this country is beyond the
purview of our Agency alone,

Just as the work of USIA is far more than just Voice of America broad-
casts, so is the real voice of America far more than just our Agency. From
Norway to Nyasalaund, from Rio to Rangoen, the story and the face of America
goes out in movies, television, magazines and the press, The military, with
fighters and their familics, nummber one nillion abroad. Over four miliion
American tourists travel abroad each vear, Another half million American
live overseas for reasous embracing both business and pleasure, Foundations,
educational exchanges, and international scholarships send our young intellec-
tuals and their studious professors swarming to foreign universities. Fifty
thousand foreign studeants and hundrecs of thousands of foreign tourists visit
our country every year to hear and evaluate the first-hand voice of America.

And all of this has great impact. Italy has built its first drive-in movie.
An authentic drug store stands in the shadow of the Arc de Triomphe. England,
heaven bless its warm draught lager, is beginning to drink cold beer in cans,
American blue jeans and slaclis vie wita the kirnono in Japan, Nairobi has its

parking meters; there are skyscrapers in Johannesburg and supermarkets in



Leopoldville. Air conditioning has settled in Santiaco, and even Moscow has

succumbed not only to jaxz and Louis Armstrong but also -- hcaven assuage the
souls of Marx and Lenin -- to American installinent buying. And these are but
frothy facets of the spreading style of America -- or of the 20th Century, since

hoth ip-50 many Wways are syaonymous,

Beneath them, and of far more lasting impact, is the broadening outward
flow of ideas and techniques of how to live and work together, of respect for
neighbors, of faith that every human probler: is capable of human solution. We
and all the other voices of America that reach outside our frontiers are helping
to spread the concept of ""access'!, of individual self -fulfilment and citizen
participation,

I tell you all this not to defend our culture but to define our Agency, You
gentlemen of the press share very much with our Agency the making of the pic-
ture of America that is known abroad. To give you but random figures: 39%
of the people in West Germany consider the press as their major source of
information about the USA. 77% in Burma, 81% in Britain and Japan, 85% in
Peru and Uruguay. All of these are people, gentlemen, saying the press is
their major source of information about America.

And the impact made on these people through the press is of course largely
beyond the exclusive influence of USIA. Yet the picture is even broader. Not
only the press, but the television, the movies, the travelling tourists, the mis-
sionaries and the businessmen, are part of the chorus that is the real voice of
America. It means there are no more domestic issues. The speech of a single
Senator to a hometown audience can have more impact abroad than months of
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our Agency's informational activities. A breakthrough in science or medicine,
the price on the big board in Chicago, import duty on textiles -- we have lost
the luxury of living in isolated America -- these events and issues are absorbed,
debated and pondered on all shores of every ocean.

To some of us the picture of a burning bus in Alabama may merely rep-
resent the speed and competence of a photographer, but to those of us in the
U.S. Information Agency it means that picture will be front-paged tomorrow
all the way from Manila to Rabat. Here in Washington itself, for example,
there exists a much unreported encumbrance on our African relations that can
lose us as much influence as anything the Soviets might do. Where do we house
African diplomats in our capital? These are representatives of Negro nations
led by Negro leaders. It is bad enough that they read headlines of Birmingham
bus burnings and beatings, It is even worse that they find it near impossible
to live in the capital of our nation. Landlords will not rent to them; schools
refuse their children; stores will not let them try on clothes; beaches bar their
families. Today there are some 30 African representatives in Washington with
what is euphemistically called ''unsatisfactory housing.' Fully 1/3 of these are
termed emergency cases., There will be some 50 more families arriving in the
next six months, 100 in the next year., It is not only that these people are
humans like the rest of us, but that they are leaders of nations whose friendship
this land deems vital., We would have them join our company of honorable men
in defending against encroachment our dedication to dignity and freedom. But
it is a dignity to which we will not fully admit them.

It was William Shakespeare who in the '"Merchant of Venice' wrote lines
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that could come from the mouth of any of these wronged Negro diplomats.

"If you prick us, do we not bleed?

"I you tickle us, do we not laugh?

"If you poison us, do we not die ?

"And if you wrong us, shall we not revenge ?"

And if revenge they should, it would be recounted as a diplomatic debacle
for the United States. And if and when that day should come, do not fly to your
Information Agency crying that we have not told '"'our story' abroad. For in
this damaging indignity there is blame enough for us all. And let us remember,
this is not something the Communists did to us. We do it ourselves in our own
capital. Is it possible that we concern ourselves too much with outer space and
far places, and too little with inner space and near places?

Let me turn back to the subject at hand. You did not invite me here to
talk about our duty and our opportunity as citizens, rather to tell you about our
work. Quite reasonably, you wish to know where we hope to go and how we
shall try to get there. At the outset let me emphasize that I did not bring to the
Agency the infinite wisdom of an outsider, with magic cures for all that's wrong.

In fact, much of what I have found is good, effective, solid. I recognize,
as I know you will too, that the role of our Agency has limits. We are but one
arm of the U.S. government. As such, we must respond to the policy of that
government. To put it more bluntly, USIA can be no better than the policies it
supports and explains. Yet within that limitation there are obviously practices
and principles to which we are committed., It is fundamental that we operate on
a basis of truth. Ours is, and must be, a dedication to the factual.

But this itself poses difficulties. We operate abroad; our audience is

foreign. And in this world there are no absolute standards of truth. What is
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one man's truth is another man's falsehood. Our objective is, and must be,
credibility. It is easy to assume that because we tell the truth as we see it,
others will believe us. But statements that are true are not always believed.
Itis a ;neasure of our difficulty that in this relentless half-war, truth and
credibility are ﬁot co-equal,

Candor and openness have their merits...as the successful Alan
Shepard demonstrated. They also have their d¢1:nerits. . .as the abortive
Cuban episode demonstrated.

On Cuba, we h.a,d no choice but to be truthfui and complete. At noon on
April 17, we expanded our Spanish broadcasting to Latin America from one
hour of ofigination to 19 hours. - Within two hours we were on the air. I men-
tion this with some pride. What network could undertake such expansion on
such short notice with no change in peronne-l allowance ?

There were Latins relaying our broadcasts who said, ''you are too honest,‘
you will be misunderstood'' There were Americans who protested, aé the
letter writer frorp California who heard the tirades of Dr. Paul Roa on our
Spanish bfoa.dcasts and suggested we leave such broadcasting to the Voice of
Castro., The answer was that Dr. Roa was speakiﬁg in the United Nations debate
which we carried in its entirety. We carried the whole story -- Castro's
announcement, ﬁhe sélf»labelled "invasion', the writhing in ‘Washington, the
agonies in the UN, a.ﬁd even the agonizing reappraisal which a critical aftermath
spilled over the Administration,

But if truth must be our guide then dreams must be our goal. To the
hunger of those inasses yearning to be free and to learn, to this sleeping giant
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now stirring, that is so much of the world, we shall say: '"We share your
dreams.' As a nation, we have never been allergic to change. Ours was the
first of the great revolutions. It is a birthright we do not intend to let go by
default. Our responsibilities of nationhood are predicated on a helping hand
to others who would elevate their crushing way of existence by change into a
more bountiful society. We offer no panaceas, no final solutions, We offer
to join in the search for betterment. We offer our experience and our energies
in partnership in the quest for greater human excellence. This we not only
endorse. This we sponsor and promote, and provoke. A tradition of government
by the governed, of revolution by consent -- all of these are among the greater
virtues that we have to demonstrate to a world sorely in need of great virtues,

But we shall go further. We are taking the offensive in this war of ideas.
We shall be more alert in exposing Communist techniques and tactics, Dis-
tortion and duplicity about this land and its people will not go unanswered.

How shall we accomplish this dual role ?

First, the projects that we launch are delivered abroad, primarily through
our posts -~ 218 of them in 98 countries around the world, staffed by some 1, 200
American men and women and their valuable local assistants. Their relation to
Washington is as the rim of a wheel to a hub. We in Washington set policy and
direction for our posts abroad, but it is as a service center to our overseas
operators that we serve our main function.

Second, I have already mentioned that we operate in seven principal media
of communication --- radio, television, movies, press, book publishing,
exhibits and the arts, as well as the all-important field of personal contact ---
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reaéhing out to all parts of the world in virtually all languages. As the informa-
ti.onal arm of US policy, what we do is often imposed on usg by the impact of
events. But we do not await events. We anticipate, prepare and organize our
resources. There is also sometimes a need to concentrate on a selected short
range of subject-matter. We have thus established a new post, entitled
| '""Director of Media Content'. This job is to aim our output, to pull together
the sinews of our séveral media, to multiply their effectiveness by cambining
their effort.

Next, we are concentrating our attention on the fields where the ideologi-
cal competition is being waged. This means expansion in Africa -- where new
nations have arisen -- and in Latin America -- where new difficulties have
been born -- and in Southeast Asia <- where new pressures are upon us. We
will not do this, however, at the expense of thinning the lines of communication
with our traditional friends and allies.

To our neighbors to the south, we shall ask them to face the facts about
this man called Castro. We shall ask them to recognize the nature of his totali-
tarian dictatorship, his betrayal of the ideals of the revolution that brought him
to power, his suppression of basic human liberties, his treason to the ideals of
civilization, and his atrocities, his calculated reliance on the Sino-Soviet bloc
and the danger that this threatens to free institutions in the Western Hemisphere.

But we shall do more than merely affirm the negative. We shall examine
and explain the promise of the new '"Alliance for Progress', the economic and
social promise that can bloom from the new planted seedling of US-Latin American

_ cooperation.
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In Africa, there are new lands emerging with new leaders., It is a con-
tinent groping for directions, churning with ideas, surveying our style, sampling
our ideals. One need only recall the heady wine of our own independence in
1776 to appreciate the new intoxication of Africa. To them we must do more than
criticize their politics and caution them on the Soviets, We must share with
them our hands and our hearts, our techniques and our time. We must, perhaps
above all, accord them the dignity of friendship é.nd respect. In Africa alone
we have opened 12 new posts in the past year: Mali, Ivory Coast, Togo, Dohomey,
Niger, Upper Volta, Congo, Gabon, Central African Republic, Chad, Ruanda-
Urundi, Malagasy Republic. New countries, all of them, some not even in
existence when I assumed this office less than four months ago.

In Latin America, we hope to establish 11 new posts in key interior cities,
and to strengthen 17 existing posts now undermanned.

In Southeast Asia we are taking additional urgent steps to communicate
our determination to support our allies and to prevent neutral countries from
falling to Communism. Communication in these lands is poor. Literacy is low.
The challenge to our ingenuity and to our energy is great -- and it is expensive,

Our financing for this year will we hope be adequate. But I would remind
you that our budget now awaiting approval was drawn up before the sudden in-
crease in the menace of Castro's Communism, before the stepped-up Communist
assault in Laos and the eroding subversion in South Viet Nam and Thailand.

In the matter of financial and manpower substance, our advercaries have
a clear advantage. The Soviet bloc spends more money jamming our radio
broadcasts than we spend on our entire Agency. Our total budget is less than
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the cost of one combat loaded Polaris submarine, and it is one fifth of the
estimated advertising budget of our armaments manufacturers. One American
soap company spends almost as much on adveriising as the USIA spends
explaining US policy abroad.

We certainly do not solicit billions for propagating the truth. But this
country mv‘.xst be willing to do what must be done -- or we will forfeit to the
inexorable tide of history our role as the promoters of freedom.

Implicit in meeting this challenge is the cost of physical facility. The
Voice of America broadcasts 600 hours a week and, ‘including packaged pro-
grams, uses up to 62 languages. But, as they say in the trade, let's look at
the competition. We are fourth, ranked in order behind Russia, Communist
China, and the United Arab Republic. But we certainly do not intend to remain
in fourth position. We are building new transmitters, one in North Carolina,
and one in Liberia, but we are seriously handicapped against the opposition
because they are already located physically closer to much of the audience we
would reach. We have had practically no increase in power since 1953 and it
is in these years that our competition has passed us.

Our broadcast and other activities do need more money, but money alone
will not do the job. We need immunization from accordion financing -- granting
most of our budget requests one year, squeezing them tightly the next. No net-
work or newspaper could flourish on such financial irregularity; néither can
USIA.

We face a difficult time with staffing. We need more permanent staff --
talented people willing to work for little pay and less recognition. And we need
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the cooperation of the men who help shape the thinking of our citizens, We want
them to share their thoughts abroad. In Moscow and Peiping, such intellectuals
and journalists are summoned at government bidding. In America, we do not
bid; we request. But the argument heard sometimes here that cooperation with
the government hampers professional independence is, I submit, specious. We
-need your help and, while we cannot pay commercial rates, we can offer another
compensation: the satisfaction that you helped keep our country strong.

The history of this Agency has been brief and turbulent. I trust its future
will be long and fruitful. In the bare 20 years of its life, it has had five titles
and a dozen different directors. Our origins lie in the frenzied beginnings of
World War II, when we operated with a radio and a prayer. Our future may lie
in the unseen systems of communication satellites, when we will operate with
international television and perhaps those same prayers again.

The product of this Agency is all for export, much of it invisible, much
of it unknown at home. Much of its end-product effectiveness is not measurable
by common standards, We do not have a rating service, and frequently our
work is known to the public only when we make a mistake. We do not ask for
special consideration, and certainly not for sympathy, from those of you who
work in the private sector of communication.

We do not ask that our mistakes be ignored, nor that our accomplishments
be exaggerated., We shall do our best to tell you what the Agency is doing in the
belief that you are as concerned as we in providing the citizens of this country
with information as to what is being said and done in their name abroad.
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I have learned since comiﬁg to Wash/ington at least two things: the first
is that it is easier to ask questions than to answer them, and the second, that
questions are never indiscreet but answers sometimes are. I suppose the art

of answering is to produce a proper mixture of candor and discretion and to

confess ignorance when it is obvious. And with a promise -- in answering your
questions -- to follow this precept, Mr. President, may I turn the floor back
to you.
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be a discussiony they would find out 211 they could about me,
make up their minds, and when I showed up the next day everything
would be clearcut, That is the way things are done in Africas
you do not ask direet questions at the outset, you do not esk for
a man's credentiasls, You go around the pointi the approach is
oblique, You take nothing on trust, you find out quietly., And
then you decide,

I had been femiliar with all this in Africa. But now I was
meeting it in Washington D.C., the capital of the United States of
America, Africe had come to Washington and Moscow and London and
Paris at a great gallop over the lsst few years: she hed stepped
onto the world strge with a vengeance often upgetting old and order-
ly patterns thet the rest of the world had thowght fixed for ever.

Way back in 1923, seemingly in amether™ world snd in snother
time, the greatest black 'race leader'/of-modern times, Mearcus
Gervey had asied: "Where is the blagk men's government? Where is
his king snd his kingdom? Where 1s his President, his country,
end his ambassedor, his army, his navy, his men of big affai{:?'

And having asked, Garvey snswered himself: "I could not find
them, and then I deeclared: I will help to make. themMssees"

Garvey, who styled himself the "Provisional President of Africa®
leunched his reee. mevément in the United Sistes and after a brief
and glorious peried when he bonsted a membership of over 6,000,000
composed meinly, of American Negroes, snd with 'Royel African Guerds'
in deshing uniforms snd 'Bleck Cross Nurses' and 'Ledies of the
Africen Motor Corps' all pearading the streets of New York snd other
U,Ss ecities, and leunching a '"Bleck Star' shipping line, Garvey was
jeiled for using the United States postal services to defreaud in=
vestors, He spent five years in jail and was then expelled from
the United States, Gervey died in obscurity in Léndon in the’'l930s,
But the Garvey dreem of black men of 'big affeirs! lived on, And
one of the greatest disciples of the Garvey dresm wes Kweme Nkrumah
who took the British colony of the Gold Cccst and turned it into the
Republic of Ghana with a Black Ster shipping line, = Black Star
Square and with Gervey as a sort of national hero end symbol, And
like Garvey, Nkrumeh dreams of being President of a United States
of Africa, Indeed, Nkrumeh has lately got his country into quite
a2 bit of a financial mess as 2 result of his lavish spending in



e

»

AFRICA IN WASHINGION

There wes some sort of mix up and the arrengements which
were supposed to have been made were just not working, _ The
Ghanaisns knew nothing of my coming, =and so Mr, Dove, the Press
Attache, was very polite but very aloof and noncommittal, There
was something dour and rocklike about the maﬁ. He was of middle
height, thickset and giving off & feel of compsctness, His dark
brown face was expressionless, I recognised the atmosphere and
mood he generated, And I resented it; but mingled with my resent=
ment was sympathy, For years, I too, had gﬁnefated this well of
aloof politeness in defence of my own Africemness in encounters
with the non-African world, And Mr., Dove /was defending much more
then his personel Africanness, He was ‘thes guardisn of his own
particular African world snd I wes %he unknown outsider.w I was
suddenly very cloSé to Africa snd the ‘Africen’ way of dviflg end

"seeing things,. In African werld the unknown is regesrded as the

enemy until it proves otherwinet I wes like themn from a foreign
tribe and as such a potentislenemy until I proved myself, And
the faet thet I wes myself awd African only complicated the whole
business, It is easier to deal with the complete stranger to
whom Africa end the Africen processes are unfamiliarj you can get °
away with more, (.

Mr, Dove fi&s my irritation but did not aeem‘tg kﬁbw what
to do. Ifylooked like a hopeless mess, And then I waw the

sutobiogrephy of Nkrumah in the bookecase, 4

I said: "I know your President well, you know, In fact he
mentions me in his autobiography which I see you have,"

That did it, Mr, Dove excused himself and went upataira.,l
He was away quite a while and when he returned he wes a grest deal
less aloof, But thingswere still not to be rushedj so we made a
date for the next day, And it just sc heppened that the administra-
tive hend of the embrssy, the Counsellor, had to come into Dove's
room about something and that a number of other embassy officials
were just outside Dove's door and that the Ambassador was Just

coming down the stairsgy all this happened Just as I left and I knew
that I had been given & thorough look over, There would, I knew
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persuit of his dream of Pan=Africen lesdership. But this
Nkrumsh dream of being President of a2 United States of Africa
is becoming more unreal every day. Still, Ghana's Nkrumah
end Nkrumsh's Ghana have been the pace-setters of the great
African emergence which has hit Washington with the setting
up of more than a score of African embassies in a very short
timet dindeed, the vast majority of these embassies ceame into
existence between 1960 and 1961,

When Ghena became independent in 1957 there were only four
Africen embassies in Washington, those of Ethiopia, Liberia,
Egypt and the Union of South Africa, Egypt was and is an Arabd
state; in those days Ethiopia still dissoeiated herself from
Negro Africa, snd the Union of South Africa (now the Republic of
South Africa) was end still is a white man's country in terms of
politieal power inspite of its big bleek majority. So three.of
the four African stetes with embessies in Washington at the start
of 1957 were not, or did not Tregerd themselves as black African
states, Iiberie, the only black African stnte, was run by
descendants of American Negro slaves who had been resettled there
with United states aid, Thus not one of the four African states
with embassies in Washington in 1957 could be described as génuine-
ly indigenous black African stetes, avowedly so, and represent-
ing the new natienelist mood of black Africa, The Ghana embessy
which was opened.on the 6th of March, 1957, can therefore be fair-
ly regarded as the first out of the new Africa, After Ghana
there was a brief peuse then embassies from the new Africa shot
up all over the place, like overnight mushrooms, And London
and Pazis and Moscow and Washington hsd to adjusi themselves to
the newcomers and the newcomers, in their turn, had to sdjust to
these grest centres »>f the world's power and influence, And for
Washington D.C., cepitsl of the United States, end, in terms of
the world power struggle, capital of the non=communist world,
this encounter with the newcomers from Africa is possibly one of
the trickiest, most delicate of all that great city's encounters,
On the outcome, on the results of this encounter may depend the
shepe of tomorrcw's world,
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The Ghana embassy is housed on 2139 R Street N.W,, a wide
tree-~-lined street off the main flow of traffie, The trees give
the street an appearance of coolness, The atmosphere is that of
2 middle~cless residential area, which it still largely is, though
a number of houses have been taken over by the new African embassies,

The steady coming and going of cers is the first sign that
2139 is no ordinary residence., As fast &8s one car pulls up and
deposits its pessengers another turns up to pick up passengers.
And there is an equally steady flow of Africans on foot, mainiy
young men in neatly pressed suits who could be Jjunior members of
the embassy staff or else students come to sort out some problems,
They come and go with & quiet selfcontainedness which immediately
sets them apert from the netives of the lamd, Everything about
them protlaims fhem as strangers in astrenge land who are a long
way from home, They move with an air of assurance, as do people
who are in no doubt about their standing and status and who are
sure of some strong protecting authority behind them,

The embassy shield hangs #bove the open doorway, end just in-
side a white doorman sifs at & tiny table, round shouldered end
sallow as one who rarely walks in the sun, ‘he doorway leads
directly into a smell reception room. There sre steirs immediste—
ly facing the deor which lead to the upper part of the house,

Two chairs below 2nd against the steirs sandwich a little table
between them, This is where visitors wsait, In the corner disgon-
ally opposite the door and on a table that looks large in the small
room is the telephone switchboard, The operator who sounded English
and looked a friendly little body of = person was trying to get a
call through to New York and there seemed to be a lot of confusion
on the line, There is a room beyond the switchboard, all tables
end papers, and a tall thickset black man in e natty light grey

suit was busy sorting out papers, It was shortly after nine and
the embassy's working day had Jjust got under way, :

My first impression was of overcrowdedness, This plece had
probably once housed & family of five or six. For such a family
it would have been = moderately large snd comfortablf home, nothing
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1evish but with room to move and have privacy,

As an embassy with a large working staff it was over-
erowded, Boxes and cartons were stacked in one corner and
the signs were that the embessy was hard pressed for storage
OOM . Again, as on the day,'1 hed the strong sense of having

ﬁ%ﬁgifed into a little piece of West Africa, There was the

West African air of calm relaxedness which suggests warmth and

intimecy and gives even the most formal undertaking a touch of the

personal,

Ihe doormen recognised me and called. out to the telephon=-
ists "for Mr, Dove." She waved me to & sgat, still struggling
to get New York. From the flocr above céme the murmur of deep-
throsted voices, with one voice bursting eut loud over all the
others every now snd then, A young American Negro miss, very
attractive and with a creamy light brown skin, walked across =
the room and up the stairs with a pile of files, She seemed
impersonal, efficient, very Americent much less a part of the
setting than the English-sounding white telephonist, After
a while she came down the ‘gtairs and seid Mr, Dove would soom
be with me,

fhere was sudden clétter of feet end a group of men hurried
down the steirs,  In, the lead was Ambassador Halm, very striking
in his Africgm, cloth, He looked like a latter=-day, brown-skinn=
ed version, of\ a history~-book Roman senator, But wheress the
Romen garment was always pictured as a flowing white, that of His
Excellency, William Marmon Quao Halm, Ambassador of the Republic
of Ghana to the United States of America was rich in colour, with
goldish yellow overtones, Pliny The Elder it was who had saids
"Always something new out of Africa,"™ And today it was the
African plenipotentiaries, 'the strong bronzed men' about whom
Countee Cullen sang nearly a querter of a century =sgo, who sym=
bolised the new out of Africa,

Mr, Helm greeted me briefly, indicated that we would meet
later and then hurried out to the waiting car. I had passed the
test, And then Mr, Dove, the Press Attache, took charge of me,

There wes no obvious cheange in nis attitude, perhaps a little
less aloof than when we had perted the dey before. He still
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looked dour and rocklike. I mey have passed the test but it
still looked as though the going would not be easy, We settle
down and then he suddenly relaxed: it was nothing tangible, I
Just felt it,

"You went to know sbout the working of the embassy," he 5&id
end waited,

I sterted off with the stenderd conventionsl guestions: when
ned the embassy opened? Who had been the fiFst Ambassador? —Hed
it been in this ssme building? What wes the size and structure
of the staff? How did it work?

All this wes easy, factusl stuff end the answers came easily,

Ghena hed schieved its independence on the. 6th March, 1957
end the Washington embassy was opened on, the Same day, ‘he
Chancery wes then situsted in the Dupont Circle Building on Con=-
necticut Avenue., +he first Ambagsadér, Mr., C. A. Chapmen, served
from 1957 to 1959 when he was replseed by Mr, Halm, The present
embassy building was occupied{in March 1957,

I mentioned that it looked overcrowded, Yesg that was one
of the problems, I learned later, from a State Department source,
that the Chenesisns hed\had. some difficulties in their attempts
to put up their own“building,

The present embassy staff consists of 35 of whom eleven are
Ghanaians, Two of the eleven are on temporary appointment, At
the hesd of\the lembassy is the Ambassador, the political head of
the whole Mission, whose term of office is normally for three
yesrs, Then there is the Counsellor who is the civil service
end administrative head of the embasay. He runs the day=-to=-day
affairs of the embassy, Below him are two First Secretaries, one
concerned with political affairs and the other with economic
affairs, Next there is one Second Secretary who is concerned
with edministration, He is followed by two Third Secretaries, jne
in charge of the Registry and the other in charge of security.

One of the current Third Secretaries is a Ghangian women, The
Counsellor and Secretaries are members of the Ghsana Foreign Service =
though one of the Third Secretaries in this instence was on second=-
ment from the Ghana Home Civil Service, In addition there is an
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Education Attache who has one assistant and whose business is

to look after the interests and welfare of all Ghanaisn students
in the United States, And finally there was Mr, Dove himself,

the Press Attache, whose job I did not need to be told anything

aboulh,~——~ -

The daily routine of the embassy began et nine in the morning
‘end ran till twelve~thirty in the afternoon, Then there was a
break %ill two when the embassy opened again until five-thirty
in the afterncon, But of course the embassy's senior staff had
to go to a vast number of evening functions and the Amba:sador
himself went ¥ some function every day when he was in Washington.
The embassy itself threw an average of three diplematic parties
every week,

Gordon Dove leaned back and his attitude seemed to say: there
you are, all sealed, sighed and deliveéred, the workings of the
Ghana embassy,

I said: "Could we be a little more personal, I would like
to know something sbout your peeple here, I would like to spend
a little time with them,"

For answer I got a, shesf of stencilled sheets with the bio=-
graphical details of_all the senior officiels, I went through
them until I came across the fact-sheet about Dove himself, He
was new at the Washington embassy and this was his first overseas
posting. He had been in his country's information service at
home since 1956. & He hed been posted to Washington in Februsry of
1961, But he wes no stranger to the United States. He had stud-
ied et Washington's Howard University from 1949 to 1955 and had
earned a2 Master's degree in Political Scimncej and later, from
1955 to 1956 he had studied journslism at Boston University.

I said: "Knowing the States means that you have not had
any really serious problems of adjustment?"

The hint of a smile flickered across his face and was gone,
There was now, suddenly, & thin threed of understanding between us,

He said: "It is easier for those of us who know our wayj =nd
of course we try to protect the new comers too."

"How do you cope with it?"
He shrugged slightly.
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"We sre here on our country's business, and so we do our
work snd go home,"

"What about entertainment?®

"We entertain smong ourselves, fhere are the officisl
perties but apart from those we don't éo out much, We are
here to do 2 Jjob and we avoid trouble,"™

"You heve a family..se"™ The fect sheet had told me he
had,

"f§ife and young deughter,"

"When you have a day to yourself, a free Sunday, and it
is a fine warm dayeecscee™

Hisseyes laughed at me with a hint of derision which suggest-
ed that I was pushing the point too hards,

"We go to church, and then we go~home,” Perhaps friends
call on usy perhaps we cell on them$ /PUt mainly we go home."

I seid: "I understend housing is one of your most urgent
problems,"

He said: "Yes," snd lef% it there, I did not press him
this time., Instead, we arranged to meet again end then I left,

Lhere wes a woman with two young boys in the reception room,
The two hoys seemed very excited, From the snatches of telk I
heard it seemed thet\they were finding out details for a trip to
Ghenage

A fine, s%esdy drizzle hnd begun while I was in Dove's
Office snd it.#uddenly made Washington seem stickly snd depresce
ing,
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There 1s one thing all diplomats = black brown, white,yellow;
from the East, the West and the Neutrals « have in common and that
is an iInfinite capacity for belng sweetly polite while keeping the
enquirer at a safe distance, They know what they want to give out,
and that 1s all you get; and if they are in doubt they do not gilve.
This is probably in the very nature of their Jobs: what they say,
what they do, what they reveal, can have grave repercussions, And
g0 it was that whille I could see all of the ext®rnal trappings, the
office routine = which is much the same &g the routine in any miker
important business offfice - the really big stuff that goes on
behind the scenes was a closely guarded secret,

I knew the BducationaX Rttacheé took care of the interests and
welfare of Ghanalan students, In the United States: there were the
problems of placement, of financial matters, of adjustment and the
like, Getting below that, getting to the actuality of their problems
was another matter, dnything that might be controversial, anything
that was not gquite safe was reserved for the political sphkmummwwx
gpokesmen., And they would deal with these matters either directly
with the State Department pr else on the floor of the United Nations,
if the matter 1s sufficiently big or ecould be used to some political
end,

So the non-political people, the Secretaries and the Attaches
avoided revealing anything that could regarded as remotely touchy,
explosive or political. And of course, events back home in ghana
where things were not very settled and most of the opposition were
in jail, made them all the more careful,

And so I got the overall impression of a very efficient and
well-dieeiplined machine running u? the lines and keeping 1its
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secrets likg, any business office where security and secreecy are
paramount, The appearance was of openness but behind it was the
guardedness of people whazmxfuimrmx acutely conscious of belng the
servants and protectors of the interests of thelr country in a
strange land. And there was too, I felt, a sense of cautlion based
on protecting self-interest??ghis, I felt, often made for over-
caution, a refusal to reveal what might be in the interest of the
country because 1t has not been cleared beforeh@&nd., But perhaps this
18 unfair comment: after all, these foreign service officialsknow
better than anyone else what elbow room, what margin for discretion
they are allowed in the service of Kwame Nkrumah's Republiec.

I met E.M, Debrah in a smell @fflce upstalrs which reinforced
ny impresslon of lack of spage, Debrah was the Counsellor, the
senlor foreign service offleer at the embassy., He was the administratév
head who ran the whole,show under the political direction of the
Ambassador, And like nearly all of Ghana's civil servants in the
forelgn branch, he was a young man, He was in his early or middle
thirties, 4nd yet his fact sheet showed that he was one of the
veterans of the Ghana Forelgn Serviece, He had been one of the first
elght young Ghanalan selected for forelgn serviece training way back
in 1955 when his country was still the self-governing British colony
of the Gold Coast and indepédmrence and the name Ghana was still two
years avay. He was an Honoure @raduate in History from the University
College of the Gald Coast (now Ghana) and he had read International
Relations at the London School of Economlcs, In helping the people
of the Cold Uoast prepare for lndependence the British Government
had attached the eight young forelgn service trainees to thelr own
embassles all over the world. Debrah was attached to the British
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Embassy in Paris,

The years of British training showed elearly in his poise and
polish, in his quiet air of dignifled reserve, in the dark business
sult and the light tie, in his speech even, He was a handsome man
of medium height and slender bulld, Hlis face was smooth and very
dark and he had a sunny smlle which 1lit up his eyes,

For a while we recalled London and Paris of the fifties and it
forged a link between us, There was & community of experience., The
London and Paris of the fortiee 8hat I shared with Kwame Nkrumah and
Jomo Kenyatta and George Padmore and Azlkiwe ©f Nigeria were not so
very different from the London and Pariswef the fifties that he knew,
The difference was in our different aetivities, We had been the rebels
dreaming and scheming to win @ gontinent, He, less than a generation
later, wae one of the inheritois. That was the measure of the fantastic
change in Africa, And_yet there was this community of outlook based
on & common experience with the British, This may well turn out to
be one of the mast enduring after-influences of Britain?%he elite
of her former Afwximam colonies,

I asked him how long he had been at the British Embassy in Paris,
Till 1957 when the CGold Coast achieved indepdrdence and became Ghana,
Then he had been sent to Liberia as First Secretary. Two years later,
in 1959, he had been t#ansferred to Cairo where he had acted as
Charge d'Affairee for several months,

As Debrah recalled it, both london and Parie had been fun for
a young forelgn service officer in training. Liberia had been the
first taste of the real thing and of course there had been no
question of colour. And indeed he had been free of any sense of
colour in both lLondon and Paris, But Egypt had been exceptional,

There, for the first time in hie life, he had experilienced a sense of
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dignity in the faet of belng black, Debrah 4id not say it but it
was clear that the spell in Egypt had obviously had a very profound
effect on him, and the effect had to do with the attitude to colour,
As for us in the days of dreaming of Afrlican power, so for him and
those like him in the days of the reality of African power, colour
wag still a factor. One of the key problems of our time was still
that of the relations between the lighter and darker members of
mankind,

But when 1t came to talking aﬁeut this the ©onversation became
guarded., Of course there were problemafhdi_pérhaps I had better
find out about these for myself, For Anstance he could tell me of
the case of the First Secretary from“the embassy who had been thrown
out of a polling booth in Gedrgle.in November of 1960, T thmm wondered
wvhether anybody at the S}ipv !éﬁartment realised that a raclal
incident which happengd 1IMIY60 was still freshly remembered, And
he could tell me of theNghreatening telﬁphon:?;ide t;: the Education
Attache in May 16.3961 in which the ealler told him to get out or
"they' will ggi'hlm. And he could shovw me letters like the one
ecalling them rglies from the stone age who should stop meddling in
the internal affairs of the United States, .

We were interrupted by the arrival of a young man from the Ghana
Information and Trade Genter in New York, His business was urgent
and he had to return to New York the same evening. I was glad to
execuse them, This business of talking about race and colour can
be very avkward for people who represent their countries abroad,

They would and did talk provided they were sure that not all they
said was attributed directly to them, Much of what happens in
Washington comes out dmireetly or as an unquotable leak, The Africans
in Washington have caught on fast to this teechnique: some have
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On May 31st, 1961 Edward R, Murrow, head of the United
States Informetion Agency addressed the National Press Club in
Washington and found it necessary to speek of some of the pro-
blems foced by the African diplomats, He ssid: "Here in VWashe=
ington, fofqexample, there exists a much unreported incumbreance
on our Afriean relstions that can lose us as much influence as
anything the Soviets might do, Where do we house Africen diplo=-
mats in our capital? These are representatives of Negro nestions
led by Negro leaders, It is bad enough that they resd headlines
of Birmingham bus burnings and beatings, It is even worse that
they find it nesr impossible to live in the ecepitel of our nation,
Lendlords will not rent to themj schoolsrefuse ~their children;
stores will not let them try on clothes; beaches baxr their families,
Today there are some 30 Africen representatives in Washington with
what is euphemistically called 'unsatisfscetory housing', Fully
one-third of these are termed emergerney eases, There will be
some 50 more families arriving in the next six months, 100 in the
next year,"

The stories of the difficulties encountered in the search for
homes sre iegion. The Ambassador concerned told me of seeing a
sign in the window of a&\real estate agency announcing an apertment
to let, "The Ambassador went into the offi;:, presented his card
and asked to see the mameser, When the mensger appesred the
Ambassador told<him that he would like to rent the apartment for
2 member of his eteff who was a family man, The manager was sorry
but that apartment was not to let to sny Negroes, not even diplo-
matic Negroes, Not one of the Africens in whose presence I heard
this story showed the dlightest surprise or shock, To them this
was just one variation on what had become a femiliar theme,

In June of 1961 the District of Columbia Conference on Community
Development got 2 group of volunteers to do & house-to~house cenvess
of 211 'luxury' apertment buildings in Northwest Weshington to find
out which were wiiling to rent to African diplomats and which were
not, These buildings contained approximetely 24,000 apsrtment
units of varying siges, Eight out of the 211 buildings made it
clear that they would accept African diplomats as tenants, 21
buildings said they might accept African diplomets but the responses
were smbiguous, In 17 buildings it was indicated that they pro-



bably would not accept Africans,but here too the responses were
embiguous, In 37 buildings no clear answer was given as to
whether thqx would or would not accept Africen ﬁiplomata as
tenants, In 128 buildings it wes clearly stated that Africen
diplomats would not be accepted as tenents, -

In the case of the eight buildings where the answer was a
definite yes two of the buildings were epartment-hotels with 579
apartment units, The other six were spartment buildings exclusive-
ly with a total of 662 apartment units, Cne of the two apartment=
hotels indicated that in accepting Africans as tenants it would
act es a hotel rather then an apartment house, .and charge monthly
rents based on daily hotel rates instesd of amonthly charge simi-

lar to an spartment system,

The twenty-one buildings which said thet they might accept
Africans were in the main of the ambiguous order of "yes, but we
do not snticipate any vacancies," end "we would be happy to put
his application on our waiting list", This is one of the most
common methods of getting rid of African applicants without caus-
ing any emberrsssment, Theapplicati'n is accepted but not con-
sidered when 2 vacancy oceurs,

In other instances.in this category there were conflicting
responses, The .resident manager in the building would give one
answer and thé &gent for the building would give the opposite
answers The agent might express willingness to rent to African
diplomats but fthe resident mansger might express unwillingness,
In this category of the smbiguous 'yes' were also those who re-
fused to xhm discuss the question and said their company's poliecy
was to consider each application on an individual besis,

Most of the case histories in the seventeen buildings which
gave an ambiguous 'no' to the question whether they would rent to
Africen diplomats were much the seme as those of the ambiguous
'yes' = only in the amposite direction,

In the one hundred and twenty-eitht buildings where it was
definitely stated that Africen would not be accepted as tenants the
reasons fell into two msjor categories. First, that Africen diplo-
mats were undesirable because they were Negroes; second, becsuse

they were diplomats, In twenty-seven cases those in charge of the
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buildings gave skin colour as their reason for not wanting to
rent to Africans,

Some of the objections given were:

=="The building would be vacent in 30”ﬁh35-"

"Fifteen tenants watched the resident manager when
he interviewed an African diplomat," -

In 30 cases the refussl to rent wes given as because of the
diplomatic status of the Africans,

"We want only long-term residents.,”

"Diplomats move every 18 montha; and we can't afford
to redecorate that often.,"

"Diplomets break their desses end violete the lease
provisions,"

"They entertain levishly with caterers and orchestras
until 2 a.m."

The canvassers found that these objections to diplomats were
also expressed by one apartment-hotel owner who does rent to diplo-
mets and who plans . te continue to do so in the future,

The spokesmen din the remaining seventy-one buildings which
refused to have Africen diplomats as tensnts simply made the state-
ment and gave no reasons why, Thus, out of a2 total of some 24,000
spertment units“60% were definitely not available for rental by
Africen diplomatsjy snother 7% were most unlikely to rent to Africen
diplomatsy snd 14% hed given & doubtful ‘'yes'. If this doubtful
'yes' is split evenly the 'yes' category would enjoy the benefit
of a huge doubt and the 'no' total would go up to-T4%, A feir
estimate based on the findings of the cenvass initiated by the
District of Columbia Fonference on Community Relatiofis would indi-
cate that something like 74% of the 'luxury' epertment buildings
in Northwest Washington would not sccept Africen diplomats as

oo

tenants, P ——

Harold Cooper, a mountain of an Englishmen, who had spent
meny yeers in Washington after a lifetime in the !British Coloniel
service in Africa under a string of Bovernors, felt that housing
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was undoubtedly the gravest of all the problems, especlally among
the younger and not so senior members of African embassies, As
public relations adviser to the Liberian Sayerrxem embassy in
Washington Cooper 1is in a position to know, Most of the younger
African diplomats, he sald, are on salaries which are small by
American standards, And even after these salaries are supplimenged
by allowances the failure to find a sultable house or apartment

at a reasonable rental often made their tour of duty in Washington
something of a nightmare.

The State Department, and Chief of Protoeol Angier Biddle Duke,
are acutely conscious of the problems faced by the Africans and are
doing all they can to make things as easy for them as possible,
Indeed, looking after the Afprican diplomats 1s regarded as so
important that a Special Prgtocol Affalirs section has been set up,
This section spends most eofits time looking after the interests of
Africans and protectiﬁg them as far as possible from unhappy race
and colour experiences. On July 7Tth 1961 Protocol initiated a
conference betweoﬁkreal estate owners, the State Department and
other government officials and agencles with the aim of securing
adequate housing facilltles for African and Asian diplomats, Out of
this conference came a Housing Committee and the opening up of
enough apartment bulldings to house the staffs of some twenty-five
African missions,

Throughout my stay in Washington one of the strongest and most
abiding of all my impresslons was of the really herculean efforts
of the American government to reduce and get rid of all those factors
which made for the unhappiness of the African diplomats, Many of
the Africans reallised and appreclated this; particularly those of

the older embassies, The Liberians and Ethioplans tend to feel that
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however unhappy condltlons may be 1ln parts of the Unlted States, this
wae a domestic matter in which foreign diplomats should not intervene,
And in their personal encounters with racial and colour insults they
use pride and dignity as a masslive shield, But most of the rExEExERizk
representatives of the younger states are not as tolerant, For them
colour discrimination ies a relic of the old colonialism which they
have thrown off in Africa and which they are not prepared to tolerate
anywhere else, especially as they are invested.with the dignity of
representing their countries, They are lmpatlent with the reality of
the American situation and eritical of even the laudable efforts of
State Department officials to guard them against diserimination by
drawing up lists of restaurante end other places where they would be
welcome, To them the idea thatl the State Department should subsidise
an international club where they can meet Americans who do not

object to their colour smacked of an attempt to herd black diplomats
into a neon-lightéd, alir-conditioned social ghetto,

Few of the African diplomats, if any, relish the idea of crossing
the Potomae. Te them the whole of the linited States below it is
unfriendly territory, associated with the discomfort of long car
rides through townships where they dare not stop for a meal or to
use a rest room without risking insult or injury.

And they are aware too of one important change their presence
has wrought in the social life of Washington., In the o0ld days before
their coming the fashionable hostesses could safely scatter their
invitations among the embasslies in the sure knowledge that all the
guests who turned up would be white or so near white as to make no
difference. And so dancing was quite often an important part of

these entertailnments, Today dancing 1s out.
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But the pleture 1s not one of unrelleved gloom. Intimate and
very real and relaxing friendshlips have been built up between African
diplomats and their opposite numbers in the United States service,
ags well as between the Africans and diplomats from the Ruropean

in particular
ecountries, The British and French embassies/have done much to welcome
and make things easier for the representatives of their former
colonies: they have sponsored the Africans socially by having them
as honoured guests at lmportant dinners and functions and so
introduced them to people in the top bragket af VWaskington soclety,

And it is possible today for the Afriean diplomat in search of
relaxation in pleasant surroundings, #nd@ who wishes to see something
of the American countryside, to driverout to Montgomery County for
an evening or for a weekend and have a good time completely free
of any possibility of any incident. Montgomery is today the wealthlest
Gounty in the Unlited States and its population includes a large
number of civil servants and professional men of progressive outlook.
And so the Afri¢an diplomats find themselves welcome and completely
at home at placeés like the fashionable and expensive Normandy Farm
restaurant .\ Mentgomery County last years completed its plan for
the total integration of all its schools, It was the first among all
Maryland counties to do so, Sceptics say this 1s because few Negroes
live in the county. Be that as it may: the fact is that Montgomery

County stands out as a haven for African diplomats,



I found the African diplametic parties fasciaating, They
were an intriguing combination of the formal snd the informal,
They began esrly end ran late, and almost invariagbly food weas
served in glorious buffet style at some point in the evening,
They were also the pleces where you met the people you had tried
unsuccessfully to contact at their offices for days, And
people at these parties seemed to spesk more freely then they
did in their offices, And so you picked up the latest gossip
and you heard sabout the latest incident,

It was at the Liberian Embassy party that.l met the quiet
young French-speaking diplomat from the Ivory Coast, It was
after most of the drinking and eating @end the atmosphere was
relexed end ensy, We telked about Paris in the days Qﬂbrtly
after the war and he sounded terribdy homesick for Peris,

"And how do you find Washington?" I asked,

He shrugged as only a Frenchman can, "It is not the same
thing. You know it is_ngt tha same thing, But my country
sends me so. I do my duty,, VBut I snticipate the time when I
am transferred, Weshington is = how do you say it? = " He
signalled and a youmg diplomat from one of the English-speaking
Africen embessies. joined us, "How do you say to our friend
ebout our tour“here? You know, it is hard,®

The new fellow wes tall and thickset and towered above us,
broad of face and typically VWest Africen, He threw bsck his
head and roared with laughter,

"He means that Washington is whet you might eall a hard=
ship post for us, You know, in the past when European civil
servents were posted to lonely or difficult or dangerous places
they celled them hardship posts, That's what Washington is to
us, ™

"All of you? And do you all c2ll it that?"

"We don't go around saying it but we feel it, Someone has

suggested that the State Department should issue us with turbens
as we come into the country,. This would make it plain to 21l

the Americans that we are not Amerieen Negroes and should there-
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fore be treated as honorary white men,"

The gently bitter irony was lost on the PBrench-speaking
chap but he nodded end said yes., And then a group of peaple
Joined us and the big English=speaking chap drifted away, In
a far corner of the garden, Mr, Ambessador Helm of Ghana was
the centre of a large group who seemed to hang on his words. He
wore his colourful native cloth, the only one who did so, and it
made him the most stiriking figure at the party.

i had discovered early in my Washington sojourn thet there
was 2 small group of people who attended most of the Africam
diplomatic paf%iéé ebout whom there was ad air.of mystery;“: People
knew their nemes, people introduced you“'to thém, they were charm=
ing and knowledgeable and were obviowsly imsiders, but nobody
seemed to know just what they did_or where theycould be found
when there were no diplomatic parties. One such ceme up to me,
seemed to know me and my business esnd seemed to even know what

my last conversation lmd been about.

"Of course the Africeams feel things pretty badly. But
things are not so bad you know, and we are making progress,"
And with thet the person ‘drifted off,
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At another party, this time thrown by E.M, Debrah, the Counsellor
of the Ghana embassy, I met a handful of American Negroes and discovere
that the coming of the Africans hae had a disturbing impact on the
Negroes of the Unlted States, The girlsclooked like two sisters,
They were very dark and, in terms of appearance, they could have
come from Liberlia or Sierra Leone or Ghana or Nigeria, Only their
speech set them apart, They were a little apart at this party too.
The gathering was about equally mixed of black and white, Debrah's
home was in the fashionable Argyle Terrace in Northwest Washington,
a white residential area of beautiful housges,

I got into conversation with the 'gikks and it soon came out
that they took a dim view of all these whites hanging around the
African diplomats and their parties., This one was bad enough, with
half of the people at the party being white, They wanted to know if
I had been to any of the‘papties of the French speaking Africans, I
had not so they told me of all the white women who hung around those
parties, There you hardly ever saw a black woman and the whites
nearly always outnumbered the blacks, The one said these whites
were out feor what they could get and the Africans were being fodled
into thinking they were real friends,

The other one sald, with a world of bitterness in her voice:

"And they don't even have any time for us, our own kind! Its a
disgracel"

I got away from them and wandered into another room only to
walk into an arpgument charged with bitterness, A tall, thickset
West African, his face livid with rage, was having an argument with
an equally tall but very slender young American Negro, The American
Negro worked for one of the Africa agencies of the State Department,
one of those unofficilal agencies,

The African challenged the American: "Tell me this: you working
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for the State Department, aren't you?"

"What's that got to do with the argument?" the American said mildl

"Whg{ don't you answer? Are you ashamed?"

"Ashamed of what?"

"Then admit you work for the State Department!”

"That has nothing to do with argument."

"It has everything to do with it! What you say are not your own
words, You are just an eeche of your masteri" L.

This aroused the American somwhat, but he.stlll kept a hold on
himself, "I suppose you are not an echo of your masteri"

"My masters are black," the West African snapped, "Yours are
white., Mine don't beat and scourge and kmmxxm burn mel"

"So what?"

"So you're a traitor to your racel"

The American Negro braced himself as though struck, He shut his
eyes then opened them, Hi8 misery embarrassed mm and depressed me and
it was hard to hold my tongue., Then, the American Negro sighed,
mustered a smile and rent my heart,

"You are lMicky," he sald, "I am an American - an American Negro,"

I turned away from them., I did not want to hear the arrogant
retort of the proud African,

'"To be an American Negro in a day like this' could still be very

and arrogance
rough, even in the encounter with the Africans in the pride/of their
newly achieved freedom,

I left the party early, depressed and curlous to find out the
American Negro's reaction to the presence ofyggenipotentiaries of

Africa in Washington,
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The man fell into step beside me after I had walked onlya
few yardsaway from the hotel., He was very black and very thing
nerrow of face and with 2 long jaw and hollow cheeks, His feet
end hands were very long though he himself was not tall = not
much more then hslf en inch higher then my own five-six, But
his tight black sult with its unpadded shoulders snd his drain-
pipe trousers mede him seem taller, His bleck pointad shoes
shone and there wes an air of scrubbed cleanness about himg
black hat perched soberly on his head, bleck tie, bl-ck suit,
bleck socks and shoes, with only the visible parts of & snowy
white shirt relieving the clean uniformity ofs blackness, I
felt his tentativity and hesitation im his greeting, His voice
was a2 soft attractive southern drawl\whi€®h became warm when I
showed friendliness.

"That your hotel?" He motioned backward with his head at

what many people regard sg Washington's leading hotel, I seid
yes and he nodded knowinglys

"You're en Africem, _Its different for us," The stress
on the 'us' put me in a world far removed from his own,

I seid: "But.you can stay there now, if you have the money,"

"Thet is what they want you to believe, They make every-
thing right for/ you and they keep you away from us so that you
shouldn't see,"

As he went on talking it became clesr that fh&itﬁ&ﬁéhtume=an
Africen diplomet, <+his was the new experience for me on this
trip to the United States, The moment I opened my mouth it was
clear that I was not an American Negro, I was obviously too cld
to be a student; so many people fell besck on the next thing: en
A'ricen diplomaty and this was particulsrly sc in Weshington,

A cool breeze softened the heat of the summer morning as we
settled down on a bench in the park fescing the White House. I
told my new found friend thnt I was not e diplomat., But the
faet that I wes an Africen was almcst the same thing to him,

And then, quietly, in his soft caressing voice, he poured out his
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frustretion =2nd bitterness and his desire to quit the United States.
He had been to the Nigerian Embassy looking for a Jjob, They had
teken his nope =nd promised to get in touch with him, He under-
stocod these things took time but it was taking rather long, But
they hed treeted him very nicely and politely, especially the young
gentleman who hed interviewed him, He was tired of working for
people who showed him no respect and no regerd, He had spent his
life working for such people, Now he wented to work for his own
kind, here in Washington to begin with but in, hope thrnt they would
send him to Africa when he had proved himself, That is where he
wented his children to grow up. He looked hopefully at fe, Did
I know eny of the people at any of the embassiEs, I seid yes but
I had no pull with them, Then I asked what He did, He wes a
preccher in his spare time but he worked as /s messenger esnd handy-
man , I thought: And Africa so full of messengers and handyuen,

He left me some ten minutes latery neet and trim end very
thin »nd straight; e simple men in whom the presence of the Africaas
in Washington has stirred strafige new longings late in life,

The young Negro intedlectusl took me to Billy Simpson's house
of Seafood and Steaks on Georgia Avenue in his purring Mercedes—
Benz, He had worked in“Africa for the State Depsrtment and he
knew London and Perils w®s well es I did, He was handsome,; polishe
ed, knowledgeable,y Warldly-wise and obviously knew his way about
Washington's diplometic corridors., He was also very noncommittal,
Whenever I asked him a leerding question he would smile charmingly
end give me the name, address and phone number of the person who
was the expert on thet perticulsr subject, He did, however, fill
me in with the sort of unquoteable background stuff which makes
for perspective, Whenever he got anywhere nesr making a positive
statement he would smile and chsnge the conversation to food or
London or Peris or into some other hermless and non-controversial

or non-politicel channel,

Some Africen diplomets, my friend ssid, often foregather at
Billy Simpson's House of Seafood and Steaks, But there were none
there on that perticular evening. Instead we ran into 2 celebra-
tion perty which was purely American Negro, The Presdident had just
named another Negro to a high post, thus swelling the list of Negroes
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in high government or semi-government positions to well over
thirty,. Champagne flowed fairly freely and my friend and I
were soon drawn into the party. I hed the sense of a preeious
vietory won in 2 hard snd long battle, e

At one point I turned to my young intellectual State Depart-
ment friend, "Would you say the presence of the Africans in
Washington had anything to do with this?"

He turned on his charming smile and looked at one of the
other celebrating guests. This men sajd:

"Not directly; not evenly primarily; but definitely, yes!
Just the fact of their presence has advanced/our, struggle at
least fifty years,

The youngrﬂegrawnewapaper editory~on,the other hand,..did not
quite shere that view, It wes press dewennd he had to go to *
Baltimore to put his paper to bed ‘So.we had snatches of converss-
tion between telephone calls an@\greppling with lest minute CODPYe

"Of course we're interested in the /frican diplomats heie,
They invite us end we go do\their functions whenever we cen, and
of course we give them as good coverage as possible, But we still
have our own problems snd our own situstions to contend with.,"

I said: "What about reporting incidents such as the Pitz-
john affeir st Hagerstown?"

"We report them, We gave the Fitzjohn story big pley. But
you must understand thet these people don't encounter a fresetion
of the daily dose of our own people, Vihen anything happens to
them its an international incident end 8ll the papers sre on to it.
But heove you seen sny of these on the front pages?"

He shoved some stories at me, There was one of a Negro being

beaten up by policemen for being with 2 white woman, Another of

# policemen clubbing 2 Negro into a bloody mess after he had been
arrested, "These don't maske the white hesdlines and these are

my buainess. I hope the presence of the Africans will help but

we can'f bank on it, We must do our own fighting, Nobody else
can fight our battles for us 2nd we cannot sit basck end pretend

it is all over beceuse of the Africen diplomets smong us,"
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"But their presence has given a subtle new slant to your
struggle," I suggested,

The hint of a smile flickered across his face and was gone,
He spread his hands, palms up and shrugged. =

"That is in the field of theory. In herd day=to-day terms
it is the same struggle, the same steady uphill march that's been
going on since emancipeation, It is cold comfort to the guy in
Mississippi to know there are African diplomats in Washington."

"0r that some of his own kind are now ambassadors?"
"Even that, Weldon Johnson was an ambassador way, way back,"

"So you sey their presence makes no difference?" 1

"Not for the guy down there. He's s%ill faeing the same
thingsy he's still fighting the same battles, ﬁuch gains as he
has made are his and his greatest help has come from intelligent
end progressive white Americens, The Africens only showed up here
yesterday and the struggle didn'sft begin yesterday. Of course they
represent a changing world #énd that will benefit us, but we must
carry the ball here and now",

"And whet of them and United States prestige in whet happens
to them?"

He answered theé phone and did not replsce it on the receiver
when he had finished, He leaned back and looked thoughtful,

"The irony. of the situstion," he said, choosing his words
with care, "The irony of the situation is that the capital of the
United States is in the South , that Washington D.C. is a southern
city. And what adds to that is the faet that it is becoming =
Negro ecity, Did you know thet something 1i§e fifty=-three percent
of the residents of Washington are Negros?"

The Howard University Professor said: "There isn't much
contact between the Africen diplomats and us, I had hope that
one of them who was 2 student of mine in the old days would get
in touch some time, But I suppese they are very busy. I think
we could be more useful to them than we have been but we do not
want to join the crowds of pushers end new-~found friends of Africa,
Very few of us would be invited to diplomatic parties in the normel
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course of events, and in any case we could contribute very

little that is useful a2t crowded diplomatic parties,"

He sounded disappointed but mede it clear that he was
not being critical, It was just that the hoped=-for co-ppera-
tion between the African diplomats and the American Negro elite
hed not materialised,

Mr, Ambassador William Marmon Quao Halm welcomed me into hls
spacious and neat office, A pébrtralt of President Nkrumah hung on
the wall behind his desk, The big room was @60l and pleasant and
tastefully furnished; a room with a dominént motif of light brown, or
perhaps it was the light brown man, bigiand Striking, who gave the
room its impression of light brown, This time he wore a pale
lounge suit instead of his striking native cloth, There was an
air of restless energy about the-men, He sat down, got up and walked
t0 his desk, came back and eat with me and then Jjumped up when
somebody came to the door and gave quick instruetions in his native
tongue,

Unlike Ghana't first Ambassador to Washington, Mr, C,A, Chapman,
Mr, Halm is no oareer civil servant, He 1s a strong Nkrumah party
man, He was‘one of the firet of the older men to Join Nkrumah's
Convention Peoplef#s Party way back in 1950, He has served as First
President of the Acera Branch of the party and he has also been
the party's National Treasuper,

He was born at Akuse on July 24th, 1902 and he went to school
in Sierr® Leone which in those dayes had the most advanced
educational institutions in Britain's West African colonies,
Affluent West African families from as far away as Nigeria used to
send their children to school in Sierr@ Leone,

After school Mr, Halm went to work for a business firm which
was later merged into the @lant United Africa Companye Like so
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the majority of educated, middle-class~in-the-making, Gold Coasters,
he joined Dr, J.B. Danquah's United Gold Coast Convention/ﬁgzzyit
was formed in 1947, At the end of that same year Dr. Danquah, as
head of the new party, invited Kwame Nkrumah who was studying in
London, to return home and assume the secretaryship of the party.
Nkrumah arrived back in the Gold Coast &n December of 1947 and
assumed his new political post, Mr, Halm, meanwhile, had become a
member of the Accera Town Council and Treasurer of the party, He must
therefore have been pretty close to Nkruméh Ain. those early days,

When Nkrumah brokk away from the United Gold Cozst Convention
party Imxfumexafxifgh® and formed his owWnConventlion People's Party
in June of 1949, Mr, Halm stayed on and only switched his allegiance
in 1950, From that polint onward Mwe, Halm has been a faithful Nkrumah
man, and his reward has been a series of very high offieces, He has
been Chairman of the Ghana Industrial Development Corporation and
its twenty=-four subsidiaries, first President of the Black Star
Shipping Line, and a member of all the more important Trade Missions
to various parts-ef the world., He entered dipdomacy when Nkrumah
named him G 's first Ambassador to fhe state of Israel, It was
from Israel that he was transferred to Washington in 1959.

As we sat in that big and comfortable and peaceful room, I
thought of Dr, J.B, Danquah, one of the finest scholars the Gold
Coast which ig now Ghana had ever produced, The fine scholar had
invited Nkrumah back from Ingland and had set him up in the country's
nationalist polities, That Fine scholar had been head of the party
of which Mr, Halm had been treasurer, That fine scholar had then
become leader of the opposition in the parliament of an indepémidnmbt
Ghana, And that fine scholar was now languishing in jall as one of
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Kwame Nkrumah's political prisoners, Mr, Ambassador Halm was no
stranger to the events which have led to this point. As we sat
there I wondered 1f he ever thought of Dr, J.B. Danquah, Whether
he did or not, in terms of the reality of practical polities, in
$erme of serving the best interests of Nkrumah's Ghana and Ghana's
' Nkrumeh, Mr, Ambassador Halm struck me as an excellent cholce.
He 1s shrewd, skllful and experienced and, whén there is need for 1it,
he can be the most charming person you hate_ ever met, He is also the
most influential among the African diplemats’ in Washington, reflecting
perhaps the great influence of his eountry as the first of the
independent state of the new Afrieajy“and still, to an extent, the
pace-setter, though others, like-the great Nigeria are now coming
forward to offer challenge.  But whatever happens later, for the
present Chana is still the leader, both inside Africa and in the
gEExiER world of diplomaey abroad. And Mr, Halm, I felt, was aware
of this and drew.great strength from 1it.

Hls meesag®é, when we parted, was to tell the West not to tie
political strings to aild,
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These first few weeks of summer are a historic time for Africa and
for the United States. Between June 20th and July lst four new African
states -- containing more than teh per cent of Africa’s people -- will become
free and independent. And three days later -- on July 4th -- the United

States will celebrate the 184th anniversary of its own nati®nel independence.
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Much in Africe toda? is the same as America of 180 years ago: Africa
has new and independent governments -- courageous and resourceful people -~
and the determination to build strong, and stable, and prosperous states.
But, although much is the seme -- much is different. For in the last half
century the struggle for freedom has assumed a new dimension. The enormous
advance of sclence and fhe rise of industrial societies has resulted in what
Arnold Toynbee has called the most revclutionary fact of the modern world --
not the hydrogen bomb or space satellites -- but the spreading knowledge and
hope that the benefits of modern society and technology can be made available
to all men.

Thie is the most important fact thet d;stﬁhguishes Africa from the rural,
agrarien Americe of 1776. The people ofWAf¥ica are determined to emerge from
the poverty and want which now blanhgthgmuch of that vast continent. They
intend to accomplish the modernization’of theilr society -- to create a growing
economy -- in a small fraction of sjthe time it took to bulld modern America
and Europe, They hope to Gompress the history of the last two centuries
into e few decades A Aud Mmerica -- with its fast growing industrial society
~- has done more than any other nation to stimulate these desires and arcuse
these hopes.

The satisfaction of Africen aspirations for rapid materiel progress
iz not merely a goal -- it is & necessity. For stable and free governments --
in Africa and throughout the world -- can only exist on a framework of
econcmic advance. National freedom is meaningful cnly when it brings freedom

from poverty and want. Politlcal independence cannot exist without economic

independence.
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Thus, just as America provided éhe spark which helped bring freedom to Africa
-- we must also do our part in helping to create the economic gonditions which are
Iessential to fréedqy'a coatinued existence. We must do this, not because we wish
to use the African nations as pawns in the cold war -- not because we wish to make
them our unquestioniné instruments in the fight against communism. We must help
Africa because the ultimate survival of the Free World de;ends upon our ability
to help construct a coumunity of stable and independent governments =-- where human
rights are valued and protected -- and where people are given the opportunity to
choose their own national course, free frow the dictates or coercion of any other
country. And we must help Africa because -- as the richest and most advanced
nation 1in the history of the world -- we have an obligation to help the hungry
and poor of all lands achieve the freedom from want which is the ultimate basis of
human dignity.

What, the:, is America's role in Africa?

It is unwise to generalize aboutqa co tinent as vast and as varied as Africa,
But it is clear that three basic, ‘urgent necessities underlie all of Africa's hopes

for economic development,

The first is the need for.education -~ for educated men to man the factories,

- run the schools, staff the govermment and form the core of the educated electorate

on which the ultimate success of democracy depends. Today little more than a
quarter of all Africans receive even a primary school education. The number of
college graduates is pitifully inadequate to fill even the top positions of public
and private responsibility. America, with its ideal of free and universal education
as the privilege of every citizen, has provided the standard for Africa's future --

and now it i{s our opportunity and challenge to help Africa move toward that goal.
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Second is the need for food. Almost three-quarters of Africa's people
struggle to survive on subais;ence farms. Although famine is rare, malnutrition
and its consequent diseases are not, and the effort to provide adequate supplies
of food is ceaseless. Increased and diversified agricultural production is
essential both to the health of Africa and to its economic development -- and
America, with its amazing farm technology and food surpluses, can be of major

assistance.

The third basic need in Africa is the need for development capital. By them-

selves the African nations cannot hope to generate the basic inwvéstment which is
essential to the creation of a modern and growing economy. /Africa today is the
least productive area in the world -- yet it possesges a wast, virtually untapped
reservoir of manpower and abundant resources. These raw materials cen be trans-
lated into a higher standard of living for Africa's people only through a constant
flow of capital investment.

As Chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on African Affairs, I have, many
timeg in the past, had occasion to,suggest the ways in which the nations of the
West could cooperate with the nations of Africa in meeting these urgent needs,
And I stress the word ''cooperate.'" For just as we do not seek to impose our
political forms on the new African nations, we must take equal care not to impose
our patterns of economic development on those same nations. Africans must assess
their own needs -- determine their own basic goals -- and share in the programs

designed to help them -- if those programs are to be effective.
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Thus, if we are to nect the overwhelming African need for education, we rust
not only greatly increase the nurber of African students -- futurc African lecaders =--
brought to this country for university training -- but we must establish a rulti-
nation African Educational Development Fund. This fund -- in which thc African
States would be full partners -- would plan for the long-range educational needs of
Africa, helring to establish the school systems and the universities which would
eventually allow Africa to educate its own reonles And while Africa builds its own
educational system this fund would send a vastly increasecd strean of experts and
educators -- engineers and technicians -- to train Africans 4n the tools of modern
nroduction and modern agriculture, and in the skills and’‘knowledre essential to the
conduct of government. This fund would also bring modern methods of apricultural
rroduction to Africa, meanwhilec using our own foodiabundance to neet immediate
nroblems of hunger and malnutrition,

The job of providing development capital rust also be undertaken by the West
in full partnershin with the African nations -- and by povernnent in cooperation with
rrivate business: For the capital needs of Africa are far too extensive ever to
he met by pgovernnent alones .™ithout a vastly increased flow of private investment
into the potentially rich warkets of Africa, cfforts to achieve ranid economic
develorment are doomed to failures The job of government is to provide the economic
conditions and the long=rangre nlans on which a sound ~rogran of attracting rivate
investment can be built., An international development fund -- directed b Western
and African nations -~ can provide the carital necessary to construct the basic
elements of economic advance -- roads, railways, power, water sur~lies, hospitals
and all the other public needs which are vital to the estahlishrent of an industrial
econoriye This fund can establish local Development Banks -- such as we have alrecady
set up in Tunisia -~ to aid local businessmen to exp;nd and modernize., And --

perhaps nost important -- such a fund would also provide the technical assistance
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with which African nations can establish long-range programs of economic develop-
nent -- to plan the best usc of their resources, to assess their potential markets
-- and which can also help educate nrivate industry all over the world to Africa's
enormous econoric potential. You at this conference today, have properly made the
objective, of building Africa's econory, jyour own vital concern.

But these measures of economic and technical and educational assistancg.are

not cnough.s To meet the challenpe of the new Africa -- to turn our comrion dream of
freedom and equality into a reality -- we have work to do here”in Anerica« TFor our
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struggle to achieve racial justice at home is part of a,commonsworld problen of
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human integration «- the problem of integratineg rany diffcrent races and nationalities

A .

in a werld community in whlch the great majority, of neorle are colored. TProgress
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here will help rromote a democratic solutioft of the “robler in the rest of the
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world, Just as the rise of Africa is helping e quicken the pace of change he*e.
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Apaln there are preat difforenccs =- but the essential aim is the same: a
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society in which no rman has to _suffex discrimination btased on race and creed, in
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“which no man has to suffer dordnation by another, in whlch nc man has to suffer

segregation or apartheid, om,any other form of htman indignity.
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(more)
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For a century and three- qparters we in America had a frameworkuog;law
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in which to work out this problem peacefully -- the framework you, too, have

now. And we have developed our economy to great heights as you will do in

P
time. But 184 years after declaring these truths to be self- evident -- we
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are still unable to rest on our achievements. Our progress 1n achiev1ng this
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promised land -- in which human dignlty is secure and equal opportunity is
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has been remarkable in Africa.

But our efforts must go on and increase --
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./ to achleve equal access to the votipg booth, te the. .sghoolroom, to jobs,
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to housing, and to public facilities, including lunch counters.
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| Whatever economic, political.pE.lblecnakicnal considerations. axe--imvolved,

this is essentially s moral lfskA

It celle for moral leadership -- for effective, peaceful action by
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Such action inevitably 1nvolves some unrest and turmoll and tension --
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But the fact that people are peacefully protest-
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part of the price of change.
ing the deniag, ingfo 5 “Teented, It is a good

s%gﬂ#tf a sign of increased popular responsibility, of good citizenship,

Mmerican spirit coming alive again. It is in the American tradition to stand
\

up for one's rights -- even if the new way to stend up for one's rights is

to sit down.

And the fact that the Supreme Court in thls country in One AlRm
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