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Mr. Horry Siona, 
Editorial Director, 
Holiday, 
Independence Square, 
Philedelphia 5, 
Penna. 

Dear Harry, 

6th February, 1962. 

I am distresse d by your cable tha t you h ve not 
rec ived the author's gall ey for th e Washington piece because 
I airmailed it to Ruth Gr~ves on Janu ry 29th, however , if 
you hAve still not received it by the time you get this I am 
enclosing copie s of the inserts requested so that you need not 
be held up. There is the insert on galley 3 giving a brief 
description of Halm and there is the new fin l paragr ph which 
you people requested. 

I have checked and confirmed all their querie s of 
fact and quotntion, end the proper styling of the protocol 
section which they queried is 11 The Special Protocol Affairs 
Section of the Office of Prot ocol ~ I t hink t hat is about all 
end I hope you can get through wi thout any further delay. I 
am sending this by express del i very but I still hope th t you 
will receive the actual gall eys before you get thi s . Certainly 
you should have received it by the 1st Januar y but funny things 
happen in our postel service where i t has taken a letter three 
weeks to get from one part of Kingston to another . 

Warmest regards , 

Yours sincerely, 

PA/mph Peter Abrahe.ms 

Encls. 
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CABLE AND WIRELESS (WEST INDIES) LIMITED 

RECEIVED PARTICULARS 

(INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND) 

The first line of this Telegram contains the 

following particulars in the order named: 

Prefix Letters and Number of Message, Office 

of Origin, Number of Words, Date, Time 

handed in and Official Instructions-if any. 
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ABRAHAMS 

~ A~ AJ CA 
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Enquiry respecting this telegram should be accompanied by this form and may be made at any of the Company's offices 
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H O L I D A Y A Curtitl Publit:alion • I ndep«ndenc,r Square, Philadelphia 6, Penna. 

BOITOJUAL OFFICES 

Mr . Pet er Abrahams 
Coyaba . 
Red Hills P. O. 
St . Andrew, Jamaica 
British Wes t Indies 

Dear Mr. Abrahams : 

January 18, 1962 

Here are t he galley proofs of 11Africa in Washington, 11 

with some queries from our editors and cooy checkers . 

We ' ll need these galleys , wit h the new material requested 
by the editors, befor e t he 30th of J anuary, and woul d 
t herefore be grateful if you would return t he galleys 
to us by airmail as soon as possible . 

Many thanks for your help. 

Si ncerely, 
y1 ,.,,--- ~ 

: t :-✓l, - / vtt,?, ~ 
Ruth Graves 
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HOLi DAY 
HARRY &IONS, Editorial Director 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hil ls P.O. 
St. Andrew, Jamaica, 
British West Indies 

Dear Peter: 

A Curtis l 'ublication Independence Square, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 

October 18, 1961 

I am sorry to take so long in giving you our reaction to AFRICANS IN 
WASHINGTON, They are, to be candid, a little mixed, although I hasten 
to add that your essay, as usual, will turn out to be wonderful. 

The feeling here is that there is not sufficient material or emphasis 
on the Africans in Washington, There is not enough of a portrait of 
the Ghana Embassy which is what your piece was basically intended to be. 
I realize, and agree that you were to weave in Negro life in Washington, 
and that you have done, indeed. But you have done it at the expense of 
the basic subject, itself, which is the Ghana Embassy. The Embassy, for 
example, doesn't come in to the picture until page 5. You stay~for a 
short time, observe a few comparatively unimportant things which cculd go 
on in any offi ce, then you go off to the parties -- alas, never to return 
to the Embassy again. 

We think the piece should tell something about the workings of an Embassy 
and Ambassador, The fact that it is an African embassy with some par­
ticular problems of its own should also be emphasized to help develop 
the theme of the new Washington -- Washington today. Also, we feel there 
saould be more of a portrait of the Ambassador, himself. He is mentioned 
in the most casual sense, 

I~~ sure you can give us what we want even if it requires some additional 
phone calls and writing of letters, A great deal of the material could 
be kept although I think the secticn on the apartments could be cut. 
But there should be much more emphasis on your basic story of Mr. Africa 
Comes to Washington, 

We have already put through payment on your piece to emphasize that we 
are sure it will be wonderful. I hope you will have a chance to send the 
revi sion to us within the next two weeks. 
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Mr. Peter Abrahams Page 2 October 18, 1961 

Also, loold.ng ahead, we agree with you that there is not much point 
in doing the Caribbean Federation since there isn't much of it left 
now. However, we would like you to give us a portrait of Jamaica 
Today and the Jamaican people. This could be quite moving. You re~ 
call, we wanted you to do this some time ago. Let's go back to it. 

If I can be of aey help to you, please sing out. Everyone here sends 
his regards. 

Sincerely, 

HS:sdd 
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HOLIDAY Peter Abrahams 

THE AFRICANS IN WASHINGTON 

The man fe : l into s t ep beside me after I ha d walked only 
a few yards away f rom the hotel. He was very black an d very 
t hin; narrow of f 2ce and with a long j aw and hollow cheeks . 
His feet and hands were very l ong though he himself was not 
t all - not much more t han half an inch higher than my own f ive­
six. But his t i ght black suit with its unpadded shoulders 
and hi s drainpi pe trousers made him s eem t aller. His bla ck 
pointed shoes shone and1here was an air of scrubbed cleanne ss 
about him: black ha t perched s oberly on his head, black tie, 
black suit , black socks and shoe s , with only the visible par t s 
of a snowy white shir t relieving t he clean uniformity of black­
ness . I felt h i s tenta tivity and hesitation in his greeting . 
Hi s voice wa s a soft a ttractive southern drawl which became 
warm when I showed friendliness. 

11 Tha t your hotel?" He motioned backward with his head 
a t what many people regard as Washington's leading hotel. I 
said yes and he nodded knowingly. 

"You're an African. Its different for ~•" The stre ss 
on the 'us ' put me in a world far removed from hi s own. 

I sai d : 
money." 

"But you can stay there now, if you have the 

"Tha t i s wha t they want you to believe. They make every-
t hing right for you and t hey keep you away from u s so that you 
shouldn't s ee. 11 

As he went on t al king i t became clear t ha t he thought me 
an African diplomat. This was the new experience for me on 
t hi s trip to the United St a tes. The moment I opened my mouth 
it was clear tha t I was not an American Negro. I was obvious­
ly too ol d to be a student; so many people fell back on the 
next thing : an African diplomat; and this was particularly 
so in Washington. 

A cool breeze softened the heat of the summer morning as 
we settled down on a bench in the park f aci ng the White House. 
I told my new found fri end tha t I was not a diplomat. But 
the fact tha t I was an African was almost the same thing to 
him. And then, quietly, in his soft caressing voice, he pour­
ed out his frus tration and bi t terness and his desire to quit the 
United St a tes. He had been to the Nigerian Embas sy looking for 
a job. They had t aken his name and promised to get in touch 
with him. He understood these thing s took time but it was 
taking r a t her long. But t hey ha d trea t ed him very nicely and 
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politely, e specially the young gentleman who had interviewed 
him. He was tired of working for people who showed him no 
respect and no regard. He had spent his life working for 
such people. Now he wanted to work for his own kind, here 
in Washington to begin with but in the hope that they would 
send him to Africa when he had proved himself. Tha t i s where 
he wanted his children to grow up. He looked hopefully at me. 
Did I know any of the people at any of the embassies. I said 
yes but I had no pull with the~. Then I asked what he did. 
He was a pre acher in his spare time but he worked es a messen­
ger and han dyman. I though: And Africa• so full of messen­
gers and handymen . 

He left me some ten minutes later, nea t and trim and very 
t hin and strai ght; a simple man in whom t he presence of the 
Africans in Washing ton has stirred strange new longings l a te in 
life. 

The young Negro intellectual took me to Billy Simpson's 
House of Se afood and Steaks on Georgia Avenue in his purring 
Mercedes-Benz. He had worked in Africa for the State Depart­
ment and he knew London and Paris as well as I did. He was 
handsome, poli shed, knowledgeable, worldly-wise and obviously 
knew his way about Washington's diplomatic corridors. He was 
also very noncommittal. Whenever I asked him a leading 
question he would smile charmingly and give me the name, address 
and phone number of the person who wa s the expert on that parti­
cular subject. He did, however, fill me in with the sort of 
unquoteable background stuff which makes for perspective. When­
ever he go t anywhere near making a posi tive sta tement he would 
smile and change the conversation to food or London or Paris or 
into some other harmless and non-controversial or non-political 
channel. 

Some African diplomats, my friend s a id, often fore gather 
a t Billy Simpson's House of Se afood and Steaks. But there were 
none there on tha t particular evening . Instead we ran into a 
celebra t ion party which was purely American Negro. The President 
ha d just named another Negro to a high post, thus swelling the 
list of Negroes in high government or semi-government positions 
to well over thirty. Champagne flowed f airly freely and my 
fri end and I were soon drawn into the par ty. I had the sense 
of a precious victory won in a hard and long ba ttle. 

At one point I turned to my young intel lectual State Depart­
ment friend. "Would you say t he presence of the Africans in 
Washing t on had anythi ng to do wi th this?" 

He turned on his charming smile and looked at one of the 
other celebr a ting guests. This man said: 
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"Not directly; not even primarily; but definitely, 

yes! Just the fact of their presence has advanced our 
struggle a t least fifty year s. 

The youngr-. ewspaper editor, on the other hand, did not 
quite share tha t view. It was press day and he had to go to 
Baltimore to put his paper to bed so we had sna tches of conver­
sation between telephone calls and grappling with l ast minu t e 
copy. 

110f course we 're i nterested in t he African diplomats here. 
They invite us and we go to their functi on s whenever we can, and 
of course we give them as good coverage a s possible. But we 
s till have our own problems and ourown situa tions to con ten d 
wi th." 

I said: " What about reporting incidents such a s the 
'Fitzjohn affair at Hagerstown?" 

"We report them. We gave t he Fitzjohn story big play. 
But ~ou must understand tha t these people don't encounter a 
fr action of t he daily dose of our own people. When anything 
happens to them its an i nterna tional i ncident and all the papers 
are on to it. But have you seen any of these on the front 
page?" 

He shoved some stories at me. There was one of a Negro 
being bea ten up by policemen for being with a white woman. 
Another of a policeman clubbing a Negro into a bloody mess 
after he h ad been arrested. 11 These don't make the white 
he adlines and the se are my business . I hope the presence of 
t he Africans wi l l help but we can't bank on it. We must do our 
o:wn fiighting. Nobody else can fi ght our battles for u s and 
we cannot si t back and pretend it i s all over becaus e of the 
African diplomats among us." 

"But their presence ha s given a subtle new s l an t to your 
struggle," I sµgges ted. 

The hint of a smile f li ckered acros s his f ace and was 
gone. He spread his hands, palms up and shrugged. 

11 That i s in the field of theory. In hard day-to-day terms 
it i s the same struggle, the same steady uphill march that's 
been going on since emancipa tion. It is cold comfort to the 
guy in Mi ssi ssippi t o know there are African diplomats in Washing­
ton." 

11 0r that some of h i s own kin d are now ambassadors?" 

"Even tha t. Weldon Johnson was an ambassador way , way back." 

"So you say t heir pre sen ce makes no di fference?" 

"No t f or the guy down there. He's s till f ac i ng t he same 
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t hings; he I s·· still fighting the same battles. Such gains as 
he has made are his and his greate s t help ha s come from intel li­
gen t and progre ssi ve white Americans . The African s only showed 
up here yesterday and the struggle didn't begin yes terday. Of 
course they re pre sen t a changi ng worl d and tha t will benefit 

we 
us, but mu s t carry the ball here and now." 

/\ 
"And what of t hem and United States prestige in wh "."l t 

happens to t hem?" 

He answered the phone and did not replace it on the receiver 
when he had finished. He leaned b~ck and looked thoughtful. 

" The irony of the situa tion ," he said , choosing his words 
with care, " The irony of the situation i s tha t the capi tal of 
t he Uni t ed Stat es is in the Sou th , tha t Washing t on D,. c. is a 
southern city. And wh~t adds to tha t is the f act tha t i t is 
be coming a Negro city. Did you know that something like fif t y­
three percent of the residen t s of Washing t on are Negroes?" 

The Howard University Professor said: " There isn 't much 
contact betwe en the African diplomats and u s . I had hoped 
tha t one of t hem who was a student of mine in the old days 
would get in touch some time. But I suppo s e< t hey are very busy. 
I t hink we could be more useful to t hem t han we have been but 
we do not wan t to join the crowds of pushers and new-found 
friends of Afri ca. Very few of u s would be invited to diplomatic 
parties in the normal course of events , and in any ca s e we could 
contribute very l ittle tha t is useful at crowded diplomatic parties. 11 

He s ounded disappointed but ma de it cl ear tht=i t he was not 
being cri t ical. It was jus t tha t the hoped-for co-operation 
between the African dipl omats and the American Negro eli t e ha d 

not material ised. 

I gathered all these commen ts and i mpression s within my 
first t wenty-four hours in Washingt on. A brie·f t hree years 
earlier, on an other visit to Washing ton, I had t al ked wi th 
similar gr oups and individuals. Then, very few peo ple ha d been 
interested in the Africens in t heir midst. What the African s 
di d or did no t do was not then the topic of conversati on almos t 

everywhere . 
Washington. 

Thi s , to me , was the most s triking single change i n 
The African had come to to~n . Hi s cominB had 

' 
pleased some ; had filled some wi th wild hppes and strange desires . 
For some h i s coming wa s a symbol of new opportunity, for o thers 
it was a problem, and ye t ot hers were not qu i t e sur e of the 
meaning of his comi ng . Why t hi s change? And whr t of the 

Afr ican himse l f? 
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w ~~~q~ ~ 
On May 31s t , 1961 Edward R. MurrowAaddressed t h~ ~onal /I. 

Press Club in Washin~ and found it d J ce s sary to ! ~ 04$1,---a.. ·o 
~ problemS • ,t the African di plomats . He said : "Here 
in Washington , for example , there exi s ts a much unreported in­
cumbr ance on our African relations tha t can l ose us as much 
influence as anything the Soviets might do . Where do we house 
African diplomats in our capital? These are representatives 
of Negro n ati ons l ed by Negro le aders . I~ i s bad enough that 
they re ad headlines of Birmingham bus burnings and beatings . 
I t is even worse t ha t they fin d it near impossible to li·:e in t he 
capi tal of our nation . Lan dlords will not let t hem try on 
clothes; beaches bar their families . Today there are some 30 
African representatives in Washing ton with what is euphemistically 
called ' unsati s f ac tory housing '. Ful l y one- third of these are 
terme d emer0ency cases . There will be s ome 50 more families 
arriving in t he next six mon t hs , 100 i n the next year . 

The stories of the di f ficul ties encountered by African 
diplomats in search of homes are legion . The Ambass ado r concern­
ed t ol d me of seeing a sign in the window of a real estate agency 
announcing an apar tment t o let . The Ambas s ador went into the 
of fice , presented hi s card and aske d to see the manager. The 
manager duly appeared an d t he Ambassador told him tha t he would 
like to r en t the apart ment fora member of his staff who was a 
family man. The manager firmly and politely turned the Ambass ador 
away becau se that apartmen t wa s not t o let to any Negroes , not 
even diplomatic Negroes . Not one of t he Africans in whos e 
presence I heard this story showed t he slightest surprise or 
shock. To them this was just one varia tion of wha t had become 
a famili ar theme . 

In June of 1961 the District of Co l umbia Conference on 
Community Development got a group of volunteers t o do a house­
t o- house canvass of 211 ' luxury ' apartment buildings in Nor thwes t 
Washington to fin d out which were willing to rent to African 
diploma ts and which were not . These buildings c on tained approxi­
mately 24 , 000 apartment units of varying sizes . Eight out of 211 
buildings made it clear tha t they woul d accept African diplomats 
a s t enants. 21 buildings sai d t hey might accep t African di plomats 
but t he responses were ambi guous . In 17 buildings it was indicat ed 
tha t they probably would not accept Africans , but here too the 
responses were ambi guous. In 37 buildings no c l ear answer was 
gi ven a s t o whether they woul d or would not accep t African diplo­
mats as tenants . In 128 buildings it was clearly stated tha t 
African diplomats woul d not be a ccepted a s tenants. 

In the ca se of the eight buil dings where the answer was 
a defini t e yes two of the buildiugs were apartment- hotels with 
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579 apartment uni t s . The other six were apartment buildings 
exclusively wj_ th a total of 662 apar tment uni ts . One of the 
two apartment- hotels indicated t hat i n accepting Africans as 
tenan t s it would ac t as a ho t el r a ther than an apartment house , 
and char ge mon thl y rents based on daily hotel r ates ins t e ad of 
a monthl y charge similar to an apar t ment sys t em. 

The twenty- one buildings which said tha t they migh t accep t 
Africans were in the main of the ambi guous order of "yes , but 
we do not anticipa te any vacanci es ," and "we would be happy 
to put his application on our waiting list". This is one of 
the most common methods of getting rid of African appl icants 
wi thout causing any embarrassment. The application i s accepted 
but not con sidered when a vacancy occurs. 

I n other instances in thi s category there were conflicti ng 
re sponses . The re sident manager in t he building would give one 
answer and the agen t f or t he building would give the opposite 
answer . ~he agent might express willingness to rent to African 
dipl omats but t he re siden t manager might ex press unwillingness . 
In this category of the ambi guous ' yes ' were a l s o those who re­
f used to t he discuss the ques t ion and s aid t heir company ' s policy 
was to con s i der each ap olicati on on an individual basis . 

Most of the case historie s in t he seventeen bui l dings which 
gave an ambiguous ' no ' to t he que s t ion whe ther they would rent 
to African diploma t s were much the same a s those of the ambiguous 
' yes ' - only in the opposite direction . 

In t he one hundred and twenty- eigh t bu ildings where i t was 
definitely s t ate d that Af ric an woul d not be accept ed as ten ants 
the rea s ons fe l l into t wo major categories . Firs t , t ha t African 
diploma t s were undesir able be cause they were Negroes; s econd , 
because they were diplomats . I n twenty- seven cases tho se in 
charge of the buildings gav e skin colour as their re as on f or not 
v.an ting t o rent to Afr i cans . 

Some of the objections given were : 
" The building woul d be v acan t in 30 days . " 
"Fifteen tenants watched the r esident manager when 
he i n t erviewed an African diplomat . 11 

In 30 cases the refu sal to rent was given a s because of the 
diplomatic status of t he Africans. 

"We wan t only l ong- term residents ." 
"Diploma t s move every 18 months , and we can ' t af ford 
to redecorate t hat of ten ." 
"Di plomats br eak t heir leases an d violate t he lease 

provisions ." 
" They entertain l avishl y with caterers and orchestras 

until 2 a . m. " 
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The canvass er s found that these objections to di pl oma ts 
were als o expre ssed by one apartment- hotel owner who does rent 
to Afr ican di ploma ts and who pl ans to continue to do so in the 
future . 

The s pokesmen in t he remaining seventy- one buildings which 
refused to have African di plomats as tenants s imply made the 

sta te~ent and gave no reason s why . 1hus , out of a total of 
some 24 , 000 apar tment units 60% were de f ini te l y not available 
for r en tal by African di pl omats ; another 7% were most unlikely 
to rent to African diplomats ; and 14% had given a doubtful ' yes '. 
I f thi s doubtful ' yes ' is s pli t evenly t he ' yes ' category would 
enjoy the benefit of huge doubt and the 'no' total woul d go up 
t o 74%. A f air estima te b2sed on the findings of the canvas 
initiat ed by the District of Colombia Conference on Community 
Rela tions would in di ca te that something like 74% of the 'luxury' 
apartment bui l dings in Northwest Washington would not acce p t 
African di ploma ts a s tenants . 

Har old Cooper , a mountain of an Engli shman , who ha d spent 
many ye ars i n Washingt on after a lifetime in the Bri t ish Colonia l 
service in Af rica un der a str i ng of Governors , felt tha t hous ing 
was undoubtedl y t he gr avest of all t he pro blems , especially 
among the younger and no t so senior members of Afr i can embas si es . 
As publ ic re l ations advi ser to the Li berian Embassy, Cooper is in 
a positi on to know. Mos t of the younger Afr ican diplomats, he 

said , are on salaries which::re small by compari son with American 
standards . These are suppl emented by allowances , but all the 
s ame, failure t o find a suitabl e house or apartmen t a t a rea son­
able r ental often made an of ficer's tour of duty in Washing t on 
something of a nightmare righ t f r om the start. And drawing 
on hi s African experience Cooper remarke d: "In a variety of 
s i tuation s in which Governors un der whom I s erved were involved , 
I foun d t ha t the forts of fo l ly (mos t of them either exclusively 
European re s i den t i al areas or exclusivel y European clubs ) fel l 
surp ris ingly quickl y bef ore a resolute frontal assault. But 
half measures don't help. It is no u s e i f the HUFF i s not follow­
ed by t he PUFF." 

I found t he African diplomatic parties fascinating . They 
were an i n t r iguing combina t i on of t he formal and the informal. 
They began early an d r an late , an d almost i nvariafily f ood was 
served in glorious buffet style in some po in t in t he evening . 
They were also the places where you me t the people you had tried 
unsucce ssfully to con t act at t heir office s for days . And people 
at these parties seemed to speak more free l y than, they did in 
their of fices . And so you picked u p the l a test gossip and you 
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heard about t he l a test acident. 

It was at the Liberian Embassy party tha t I met the quiet 
young French-speaking diplomat from the Ivory Coast. It was 
after most of the 
relaxed and e asy. 
after the war and 

drinki ng and ea ting and the atmosphere was 
We talked about Paris in t he days shortly 

he sounded terribly homesick for Paris. 

"And how do you find Washington?" I asked . 
He shrugge d as only a Frenchman can. "I t is not the same 

thing . You know it i s not the same t hing . But my country sends 
me so I do my duty. But I anticipa te the time when I am trans­
ferr ed. Washington is - how do you say it?-" He signalled 
and a young diplomat from one of the English- speaking African 
embassi es joined us . "How do YO'-\ to our friend about 
our tour here? You know, it i s hard." 

The new fe l low was tall and thickset and t owered abo~e u s , 
broad of f ace and typica l ly West African , He threw back his 
head and roared with laughter . 

"He means t ha t Washing ton i s wha t you might call a hardship 
pos t for us. You know, in the past when European civil ~ervants 
were pos t ed to lonely or difficult or dangerous places they called 
t hem hardship posts. Tha t • s wha t Washing ton is to us . " 

"All of you? and do you all call it tha t? " 

"We don ' t go around s aying it but we feel it. Someone ha s 
suggested tpat the State Department should issue u s wi th turbans 
as we come in t o the country. This would make it plain to all 
the Americans tha t we are not American Negroes and should there­
fore be treate d as honorary white men. 11 

The gently bitter irony wa s lost on t he French- speak ing 
chap but he nodded and said yes . Ani then a group of people joined 
us and the bi g English- speaking chap dr ift e d away . I n a far 
corner of the garden, Mr . Amba ssador Halm of Ghana was the centre 
of a l arge group who s eemed to hang on h i s words. He wore his 
colourful na t ive cloth , the only one who did so, and it made him 
the most s t riking figure at the par ty. 

I had discovered early in my Washington sojourn that there 
wa s a small group of people who attended most of the African 
diplomatic parties about whom t here was an air of mystery. People 
knew their name s , peopl e i nt~oduced you to them, t hey were charm­
ing and knowledge able and wer e obviously in s i ders , but nobody seem­
ed to know just wha t they did or where they coul d be found when 
t here were no diploma tic parties . One such c ame up t o me , seem-
ed to know me and my business and s eemed to even know what my l as t 
conversation had been about . 

"Of course t he Af ricans f eel things pretty badly . But t hings 
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are not so bad you know, and we are making progress. Go to 
Montgomery County and see how well Af ric.an diplomats are received. 
And with that the person drifted off. 

Indeed, t he State Departmen t and the Special Protocol Affairs 
Section of the Office of Protocol under Chief of Protocol Angier 
Biddle Duke are doing all they can to meke things as easy as 
possi bl e for ±he African diplomats . On July 7th 1961 they 
initiated a conf erence between re al estate owners and State Depart­
ment and other government officials to try and secure adequat e 
hou sing facilities for African diplomats . Out of tha t conference 
came a Housing Committee and t he opening of enough apartment 
buildings to house the staff of some twenty- five African mi ssions. 
And t he Protocol people expDe ss themselve s a s pleased with the 
progr ess made. 

But so often, I f ound , t he very l audable efforts of State 
Department officials to protec t Af rican di plomat s f rom di s crimina i:i.on 
have made an unhappy i mpressi on on the Africans , Drawing up lists 
of restauran t s and other pleces where they would be welcome seem to 
many African s a singulnrly naive admission of t he gr avity of the 
situation. And I found only moc kery among some Africans for the 
idea t hat the State Departmen t should subsidise an International 
Club where Afr i can diploma ts coul d meet AmEricans who do no t object 
to their colour. And I found quite strong resen tment ag8inst 
a ttempts to keep t abs on out of town trips m de by importan t African 
diploma ts so as to en sure i n advence tha t no incident t ook pl ace . 
I on ce heard both sides of such a story. 

An Amba ssador was travelling to poin ts s ou th without the 
knowledge of anybody at the Stc1 te Department. But the travel 
agent with whom he booked informed t he Sta t e De partment and the 
official concerned i mmedi ately got on the phone . When the Ambassa-
dor arrived egerything had been made smooth for him . He was re-
ceived royPll y Pnd their was no inci dent. The of ficer concerned 
f elt that a good job had been done . The diploma t concerned , on 
the other hand , saw this a s a childi sh subterfuge t o try and deceive 
him as t o the reality of the southern situati on . It is all a 
question of the angle of vision from which any given ac t i on i s seen . 
But certainly, it seemed t o me t ha t the State Depar t ment had a very 
tricky problem on its hands . 

An arm was suddenly flung about my shoulder s and E. M. Debrah , 
Couns ellor of the Ghana Emba ssy, \; a s be side me . He was in high 
spirits. 

"Why are you standing here al one? Come and meet some people ." 
He was slender and dar k and very a t tr8ctive; a poli shed diploma t 
who could and did hold his own with the best di plomatic brai n s there 

were . 
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111 was t hinking of the problems you Af ricans crea te by your 
presence ." 

He l aughed gai l y . 11 Fri>r get your wor k t onight! 11 And with 
that he pulled me al ong t o mee t a gr oup of new arrivals from Africa 
who had a l l the l ate st news of what was happening in Ghana. 

Debr ah was the senior f oreign service officer at the Ghana 
embassy an d he ran t he who l e show under the politica l direc t ion of 
t he Ambassador . This he did with a. quie t , unhurried efficj ~ncy 
l earnt f r om the Br itish before Ghana be cPne indepen den t . 

He was one of tl. -:i first eight young Ghanaians who were select ­
ed for foreign servi ce training in 1955 . He was an Honours 
gr aduate in Hi story f r om t he University College in Ghana and he 
had read Interna tional RelAti on s a t the London School of Economics . 
While the Ghana Foreign Service was bein0 bui l t up he was attached 
to the Bri tish Embassy in Par i s . After Ghana achieved her i ndepen­
dence in 1957 Debrah was sent to Li beri a a s First Secretary to her 
embassy there . He wentto Cairo as First Secretary in 1959 an d 
acted as Charge d ' Affair e s for sever al months bef ore he was posted 
to Washing t on in l ate 1960. 

For Debrah t he spell i n Egypt had be en the greatest fun . 
Bri tain and FrPnce he had been fr ee of any s ense of colour . 
Egypt he had experienced the di gnity of being bl ack. 

In 
But i n 

I spent my l a s t evening in Washington a t a party a t De brah ' s 
home in the fashi onable Argyle Terr "' ce in Nor thwest Washing ton , a 
whi te residenti al area of beautiful houses . In odd moments between 
enter t ain ing hi s other guests we ha d snatches of conversati on t ha t 
wer e no more tha t shadowy hints at some of the fru s t r ation s experienced 
by t he Afric ans . 

For nearly all of them the tour of du ty in the capita l of t he 
wes tern world wa s a rough perio d in t heir di plomatic careers : a 
period spen t at a ' hardshipJQ s t •. Some understood the probl ems 
the American government f aced. Some were appreciati ve of the 
eff orts to make the ir stay easier . Some had made genuine and en­
during f r iendships . An d a t t he Ambassadorial level things were 
often as smooth and easy a s possi bl e . Bu t however t hings were f or 
t hem, whatever t heir'impact on the Washingt on scene or the American 
s cene1, I found mos t of them on guard , watchful , braced for the 
incident tha t coul d sudden l y hap ~en to even the most highly pl aced 
among them. 

And these are t he peopl e who greatly influence the policies of 
their governments to the United State s . To an outs ider like myself 
the though t c ame naturally : will the struggle for t he goodwill of 
Africa be lo s t in Washingt on D.C.? 
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AFRICA IN W/ SHINGTON • 

There wes some sort of mix up and the arrangements which 
were supposed to have been made were jus t not worki ng. _ The 
Ghanaians knew nothing of my coming , and so Mr . Dove , the Press 
Attache, was very polite but very aloof and noncommittal. There 
was s omething dour and r ockl ike about the man . He was of middle 
hei ght, t hickse t and giving off a f eel of compactness. His dark 
brown f ace was expressionless. I recognised the atmosphere and 
mood he genera ted. And I resented it J but mingl ed with my resent- · 
ment was sympathy. For years , I too , had genernted this wall of 
a l oof politEness in defence of my own Africanness in encounters 
wi t h the non- African world . And Mr. Dove was defending much more 

t t han his personal P..fricanness . He was the guardi an of his own .,,,.,, 
particular fa frican world and I was the unknown outs i der . _ I was 
suadenl y very close :~o- Africa and the Afr ican way of d~firg And 
s eeing t hing s . In African world the unknown is regarded as the 
enemy until it proves otherwi se : I was like themm from a foreign 
tribe and as such a potential enemy until I proved myself. And 
the fact tha t I was myself and African only complicated the whole 
business. It is easier to deal with the complete stranger to 
whom Africa and t he African processes are unf amiliar ; you can get 
away with more . 

Mr . Dove fe l t my i r ritRtion but did not seem to know wha t 
to do. It looked like a hopeless mess . And then I waw t he 
autobiogr aphy of Nkrumah in the bookcase . 

I SP.id: "I know your Pr esi dent well, you kn ow. I n f act he 
men t i on s me in his autobiography which I see you have . " 

That di d it. Mr . Dove excused himself and went upstairs. 
He w~s away quite ~ while and when he r eturned he W8S a gree t deal 
less al oof. l3ut thing swere s till not to be rushed ; so we made a 
date for the next day. And it jus t so happened t hat the administr~-
tive head of t he emb:issy, the CounseJ l or , hBd t o come in to Dove' s • 
r oom about something an d th~ t a number of other embassy of ficial s 
wer e jus t outs ide Dove ' s door and that th e Ambassador was just 
coming down the stairs ; all t his happened juSt as I left P~d I knew 
t hat I had been given a thorou0h look over . There would , I knew 
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be a discussion ; they would find out all t hey could about me , 
make up t heir minds , and when I showed up the next day everything 
woul d be clearcut. Tha t is the way things are done in Africa: 
you do not ask direct que s tions at the outse t , you do not ask for 
a man ' s credentials. You go around the point J t he approach i __ s 
oblique . You t ake nothing on trust , you find out quietly. - And 
then you decide . 

I had been familiar with all t his in Africa. But now I was 
meeting it in Washington D.C. the capital of the United States of 
America. Africa had come to Washing ton and Moscow and London and 
Paris a t a great gal lop over the l as t few years: she had stepped 
onto the worl d s t rge with a vengeance often upsetting old and order­
ly patterns that the rest of the worl d had thought fixed for ever. 

Way back in 1923 , seemingly in another world and in 8lf"6ther 
time , the grea test clack ' race leader 1 of modern times , Marcus . 

- --Garvey had as z.ed : "Where is t he black me.n ' s governmen t? Where is 
his king and his kingdom? Where is hi s President , his country, 
and his ambassador , his army, his navy, his men of bi8 affairs?" 

And having asked , Garvey answered himself s "I coul d not fin d 
them, and t hen I declared: I will he l p to make t hem ••..• " 

Garvey, who s tyled himself the "Provisional President of Africa" 
l aunched his race mevemen t in the United Stc tes and after a brief 
and glorious peri od when he boos ted a membershi p of over 6 , 000 , 000 

composed mainly of Amer:tuan Negroes , and with ' Royal African Guards ' 
i n dashing uniforms and 'Black Cross Nurses ' and 'La dies of the 
African Motor Corps ' all parading the streets of New York and other 
U. S. cities, and l aunching a ' Black Star • shipping line, Garvey was 
jailed for using the Un i ted States po~tal services to defraud in­
vestors . He spent five years in jail and was t hen expelle d from 
the United States . Garvey died in obscurity in London in the' l 930s. 
But the Garvey dream of black men of ' big affairs ' lived on . And 
one of t he greatest disciples of the Garvey dream was Kwame Nkrumah 
who took the British colony of the Gold Coast and turned it into the 
Republic of Ghana wi th a Bl~ck Star shi pping line , a Bl ack Star 
Square 8nd with Garvey as a sort of nat i onal hero and symbol . And 
like Garvey, Nkrumah dreams of being President of a United States 
of Africa. Indeed , Nkrumah has l a t ely got his country into quite 
a bit of a financial mess as a result of his l ~vish spending in 
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per suit of his dream of Pan-African l eadership. But t his 
Nkrumah dream of bei:ng President of a United Sta tes of Af rica 
is becoming more unreal every day . Still , Ghana ' s Nkrumah 
and Nkrumah • s Ghana have rreen the pace- setters of the great --­
African emergence which ha s hit Washington with the setting 
up of more t han a s core of African embassi es in a very short 
time: indeed, the vas.t majori t y of these embassies came into 
existence between 1960 ~nd 1961. 

When Ghana became i ndependen t in 1957 there wer e only four 
African embassi es in Washington , those of Ethiopia, Liberia , 
Egypt and the Union of South Africa . Egypt was and is an Arab 
state ; in those days Ethi opia still dissociated her self from 
Negro Africa , and t .t1e Union of South Africa (now t he Republic of 
South Af rica) was and s till is a w~i te man ' s country in terms of 
political power in spi te of its big black major ity. So t hre~~ of 
the four African states with embassies in Washington at the start 
of 1957 were not , or did not regard themselves as bl ack African 
s t a tes . Liberia, the only black African s tate , was run by 
descendants of .American Negro s l aves who had been resettled t here 
with United states aid. Thus not one of t he f our African states 
with embassies in Washington in 1957 could be described a s genuine­
ly indigenous black Afr ican states , avowedly so , and represent-
ing the new nationalist mo od of black Africa . The Ghana embassy 
which was opened on the 6th of March, 1957 , can there f ore .be __ f air -
ly regarded a s the f irs t out of the new Africa. After Ghana , 

there was a brief pause then embassi es fr om the new Africa shot 
up all over the pl ace , l ike overnight mushrooms. And London 
and Paris and Mnscow and Wa s~ington had to adju s t t hemselvea tc 
the newcomers and t he newcomers , in their turn , had to adjust t o 
these great centres of the worl d ' s power and influence . And for 
Washington D.c . , capi t al of t he Uni t ed States , and, in terms of 
the world power stru.ggl e , capital of the non• communist world, 
t his encounter with the newcomers from Africa is possibl y one of 
t he trickiest , most delicate of a l l tha t great city's encounter s . 
On the 0utcome , on the results of this encounter may depend the 
shape of tomorrow' s world. 
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The Ghana embassy is housed on 2139 R Street N.W., a wide 
tree-lined street off the main flow of traffic . The trees give 
the street an app~arance of coolness. The e tmosphere is that of 
a middle-clAss residential a.re, which it still largely is, though 
a number of houses have been t aken over by the new Af'rican embas.Jies. 

The steady coming and going of cars is the f irst sign tha t 
2139 is no ordin ry residence . J.. s f ast as one car pulls up and 
deposits its p -ssengers another turns up to pi ck up passengers • . 
And there is an equally s t eady flow of Africans on foot , mai nly 
young men in neatly press~d sui t s who coul d be junior members of 
the embassy staf f or else students come t o sort out some problems. 
They coma and go with a quiet selfcontainedness which immediately 
se ts t hem apart from the natives of the land. Everything about 
them problaims :Chem as strangers in a strange l and who are a long 
way f r om home . They move with an air of assuronce, as do peopl e 
who are i n no doubt about their standine and ototus and who a.re 
sure of some strong pro tecting authority behind them. 

The embassy shi eld hangs above the open doorwoy , and just in­
side fl white doorman sits at a tiny t fl ble t round shoul dHred and 
sallow as one who rnrely walks in the sun. xhe doorway l eads 
directly into a sm 11 reception r oom. There ere stairs immedi te­
ly f ~cine the door which lead to the upper part of the house . 
Two chairs below And ~gain st the stirs sondwioh a li t tle t able 
between them. This is where visitors w~it . In the corner dieg0n­
ally opposite the door and on t nble that looks large in the smoll 
room i s the telephone avitchbonrd. The operator who sounded English 
ond looked a friendly little body of B person w s trying to get a 
call throueh to New York and there seemed to be a lo t of confusion 
on t he line . There is a room beyond the switchboard , all tebles 
Pnd pnpcrs , end a tall thickset blAck man in ~ na t ty light grey 
suit wes busy sor t i ng out pApers. It WAS shortly after nine and 
the embassy ' s working day hod just got under way. 

My first impression w~s of overcrowdedness . This plnce hnd 
probebly once housed t: family of five or six. For such a family 
it woul d hnve been a mo derRtely l 'lr ge --nd comfortl'blft home , nothing 

UWI L
IBRARIES



- 5-

1avish but with room to move and have privacy. 

As an embassy with a large working staff it was over­
crowded. Bpxes and cartons were stacked in one corner and 
the signs were that the embpssy was h r- rd pressed f or s t orage -, 

~ m. Again , as on the day~ 'ha d the strong sense of having 
~ s tepped into a little piece of West Africa. There was the 

West Af'rican air of calm relaxedness whi ch suggests warmth end 
intimacy and gives even the most formal undertaking a touch of the 

personal. 

Txie doorman r ecognised me and calle<h-out to t he telephon~ 
i s t: "for Mr. Dove . " She waved me to a seat, still struggli ng 
to get New York. From t he flo 0r above came the murmur of deep­
thro ted voices , with one voice bursting out l oud over all the 
others every now and then. A young American Negro mi ss , ver y 
attractive and with a creamy l i ght br-own skin , wal ked Across ~ 
the r oom and up the stairs with e pile of files . She seemed 
imperson al, efficient, very American : much less a part of the 
setting than the Eng lish-sounding white telephonist. Af t er 
a while she came dovm t he stairs an1 said lilr . Dove would soon 
be with me . 

Tri.ere was sudden clatter of feet and a group of men hurried 
down the stairs . In the lead was Ambassador H~lm , very striking 
in hi s Afr i can cloth. He l ooked like a latter- day , brown-skinn­
ed version , of a history-book Roman senator . But whereas the ---Roman garment was always pictured as a flowing white , that of His 
F..xcellency, William Marmon Qu.ao Halm, .Ambassador of the Republic 
of Ghana to the United States of America was rich in colour , with 
goldish yellow overtones . Pliny 1'he Elder it was who had said: 
11 Always some thi ng new out of .Africa . " And today it was the 
African pl enipotentaaries , 'the strong bronzed men ' about whom 
Countee Cullen sang nearly a quarter of a century ego , who sym­
bolised the new out of Africa. 

Mr . Halm greeted me briefly, indicated that we ·would meet 
later and then hurried out ~ o t he waiti ng car . I had passed the 
test. And then Mr . Dove , the Press Attache , t ook charge of me . 

There was no obvious chAnge in his attitude , perhaps a little 
less aloof t han when we had parted the day before . He still 
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looked dour and r ocklike . I may have passe d the test but it 
still looked as though t he goi ng would no t be easy . We settle 
down and then he suddenly r el axed: i t was nothing tangi ble , I 
ju s t f e lt it . 

"You want t o .h.LIOW about the working or the embassy, It he sa i d 
and waited. 

I started off with the standard conventi onal question s : when 
had the embassy opened? Who had been t he firs t Ambass ador ? !fad 
it been in this same bui ldi ng? What was t he s i ze and s tructure 
of the s t aff ? How did i t work? 

All t his was easy, f actual s t uff and the answers came easily. 

Ghana had achieved i ts independence on t he 6th March , 1957 
and the Washingt on embassy wa s opened on the same day. The 
Chancery was then situated in the Dupont Circle Building on Con­
nec t icut Avenue . 1be firs t .Ambas sador , Mr . c. A. Chapman , served 
from 1957 to 1959 when he was repl aced by Mr . Halm. The present 
embassy building was occupied in March 1957. 

I menti one d that it looked overcrowded. Yes: that was one 
of the probl ems . I l earned l ater , f r om a State Depar tment source , 
that the Ghanaians had had some difficulti es in their a ttempt s 
to put up their own buil ding . 

The present embass y staf f consists of 35 of whom eleven are 
Ghanaians . Two of the eleven are on temporary appointment. At 
the head of t he embassy is t he Ambassador , the pol itica l head of 
the whole Mission , whose term of off ice i s normally for three 
years . Then t here i s the Counsell or who i s the civil service 
and administrative head of the embassy. He runs the d·ay- to- day 
af f ai rs of ,the embassy. Below him are two First Secretaries , one 
concerned with pol itical affairs and the other with economic 
affairs . Next t here i s one Second Secretary who is concern ed 
with administretii n . He i s followed by two ~h:1:rd Secretaries ne 
in charge of the Registry and t he other in charge of security. 
One of the current Third Secretari es is a Ghana±a.n woman . The 
Counsellor and Secretaries are members of the Ghaz1a Foreign Service -
though one of the Third Secr e t aries in t hi s iristance was on second­
men t from the Ghana Home Civil Service . In a ddition there i s an 
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Education Attache who has one assistnnt Rnd whose business i s 
to look after the interests and welfare of all Ghanaian student s 
in the United States. And finally there was Mr. Dove himself , 
the "Press Att ache , whose j ob I did not need to be told anything 
obou.t. 

The daiiy routine of the embassy began at nine i n the mor ning 
end ran till t welve- thirty in the afternoon . Then there was a 
break till two when the embassy opened again until five-thirty 
in the after noo n. But of course the embassy ' s senior staff hnd 
to go to a vast number of evening functions end the Amba. sador 
himself wen t 1o s ome function every day when he was in Wa shington. 
The embassy itself threw an average of three diplomatic parties 
every wee~. 

Gordon Dove leaned back and his attitude seemed to aayr there 
you are, Pll sealed, s ighed and delivered, the workings of the 
Ghana embassy. 

I said: "Could we be a little more personal. I woul d like 
to know something bout your people here. I would like to spend 
a little time with them." 

For answer I got a shenf of stencilled sheets with the bio­
grephl.cal details of all the senior of ficials . I went through 
them until I cRme across the f r. ct-sheet about Dove himself. He 
was new at the Washington embassy 8nd t his was his firs t overseas 
posting . He had been in his countr y's inform tion service a t 
home since 1956. He h~d been pos ted t o Washington in February of 
1961. But he wPs no stranger to the United States. He had stud­
ied Bt Washing ton's Howard University from 1949 to 1955 and hnd 
enrned P. Mt1ster• s degree in Political Sci ence J and l flter, from 
1955 to l.956 ' he had studi ed journalism at Boston University. 

I snid : "Knowine the States means thnt you h,-,ve no t hod 
eny really serious problems of adjustment?" 

The hint of 0 smil e fli ckered cross his f ~ce and w s gone . 
rhere was now, suddenl y, a thin thre d of underst~nding between us . 

He snid: "It is easier f or those of us who ltnow our way; end 
of course we t ry to pro tect the new comers too. " 

"How do you cope wi th i t? 11 

He shrugged slightly. 
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"We are here on our country• s business , and so we do our 
work and go home . " 

"Whflt ?bout entertainment?" 
"We en tertain among ourselves . ihiere are the o-fficia.l ,. 

pµ rties but apart from those we don ' t go out much. We are 
here to do a job and we avoi d trouble. " 

"You have a fami l y •••• " The f ct sheet hRd told me he 
had. 

"Wi fe and young daughter . " 
" When you have a day to yoursel f , a free Sunday, and it 

is a fine warm day ••••••• " 

His~-e.s-l aughed at me with a hint of deriai _e,n, ~ oh suggest­
ed that I was pushing the point t oo hard. 

"We go to church, and t hen we go home . Perhaps f r iends 
cal l on us ; perhaps we call on them : but mainly we go home ." 

I s ai.d--: "I un de~stand housing i s one of your mo~t urgent 
problems. " 

He said: 
t his time . 

"Yes. " and l eft it there . I did no t press him 
Instead , we arranged to meet again ·end then I l eft. 

~here was a woman with two young boys i n the reception r oom. 
The t wo boys seemed very excited. From the snatches of talk I 
heard it seemed tha t they were f indin g out de t ai l s for a trip t o 
Ghana. 

A fine , s teAdy drizzle hed begun while I was in Dove ' s 
Office and i t suddenl y made Washingt on s eem stickl y and depress­
ing. 
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There is one thing all diplomat s - b l ack brown, whit e ,yellow; 

from t he East , the West and the Neutra l s - have in common and t hat 

is an infinite capacity fo r being sweetl y po l ite whi l e keeping t he 

enquir e r at a saf e distance . They know what they want to give out, 

and t hat is all you get; and if they a r e in doubt they do not give . 

This is probably in t he ver y nature of t heir jobs: what t hey say , 

what they do , what t hey r eveal , can have gr ave r epercu ssions . And 

so it was tha t whi l e I could see all of the external trappings , t he 

off i ce r out ine - which is much t he same as t he rout i ne in any a:timK 

impor tant business off/i ce - t he really big s tuff t hat goes on 

behind the s c enes was a closel y guar ded secret . 

I knew the ~duc ationxx Rttache t ook care of the inter ests and 

welfar e of Ghanai an student s in the United States: t here wer e t he 

probl ems of pl ac ement , of f inancial matter s, of adjust ment and t he 

l ike . Get ting below that , getting to t he actuali ty of thei r prob l ems 

was another matter. Anything t hat might be controversial , anything 

t hat was not quite safe was r eser ved for the political •~■DJUIJIJIX 

spokesmen. And they woul d deal with these matters either dir ectly 

with t he State Depar t ment ~r else on t he floor of t he United Nations , 

i f the mat ter is sufficiently big or could be used to s ome politica l 

end. 

So t he non- political peop l e , the Secretar ies and t he Atta ches 

avoided r evealing anything t hat could r egarded as remotely touchy, 

explosive or politica l. And of course, events ba ck home in ~ ana 

where things were not very settled and most of t he opposition wer e 

1n jai l , made t hem all the more car ef u l. 

And so I got the over a ll i mpr ess i on of a ver y eff ic i ent and 

well- disci pl i ned machi ne running on t he lines and keeping its 
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secrets like, any business office wher e security and secrecy are 

paramount. The appear ance was of openness but behind it was t he 

guardedness of people xmm~ acutel y consc ious of being the 

oervants and protectors of t he interests of their country 1n a 

stranse land . And there was too, I f elt, a sense of caution based 
and 

on protecting self-inter est;/t h i s, I f elt , often made for over-

caution, a refusal to reveal what might be 1n the int erest of the 

countr y because it has not been cleared beforehand. But per haps this 

1s unfair comment: after all, t hese foreign servic e off1cial aknow 

better than anyone else what elbow r oom , what mer g1n for discretion 

they are allowed in the service of Kwame Nkrumah's Re blic. 

I met E~M. Debr ah 1n a small office upstairs which reinfor ced 

my impression of l ack of space . Debr ah was th~ Counsellor, t he 

senior foreign service officer at the embassy . He wae the adminietra~tv 

head who r an the whole show under the political direction of t he 

Ambassador . ~.nd like nearly a l l of Ghana's civil servants in t he 

foreign branch, he was a young man. He was in his earl y or mi ddl e 

th1r~ies. And yet his fact sheet showed that he was one of t he 

veterans of the Ghona For eign Service . He had been one of the firs t 

eight young Ghanaian selected for foreign service training way back 

in 1955 when his country was still the self-governing Br itish colony 

of the Gold Coast and 1ndepmmence and the name Ghana was still t wo 

years away. He was an Honours araduate in History from the Universit y 

College of the Gdlld Coast (now Ghana) and he had read Internat ional 

Relations a t the London School of Economics . In helping the peopl e 

of the Gold Uoaat prepare for independence the Br1t1eh Government 

had attached t he eight young foreign service trainees to their own 

embass i es all over the wor l d . Debrah was atta ched to t he British 
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Embassy in Paris . 

The years of British training showed clearly in hi s poise and 

polish, in h i s quiet air of dignified r eserve, 1n the dar k bus iness 

suit and the light tie, in h i s speech even. He was a handsome man 

of medium height and s l ender build. His f ace was smooth and very 

dar k and he had a sunny s mile which lit up his eyes . 

For a whil e we r ecalled London and Pa r is of the fifties and it 

forged a l ink between us. There was a community of experience. The 

London and Pari s of t he forties t hat I shar ed with Kwame Nkrumah and 

Jomo Kenyatt a and George Padmore and Azikiwe of Ni geria wer e not so 

very d1ffer 6nt from t he London and Paris of the f ifties that he knew. 

The diff er ence was in our diff erent act ivit ies . We had been the r ebel s 

dreaming and s cheming to win a continent. He, less than a gener ation 

l ater, was one of the inher i t oi,s . That was t he measure or the fantastic 

change in Af rica . And yet t her e was t his community of outlook baaed 

on a coI!llI?on experience with t he British. Thia may well turn out to 
on 

b e one of t he most endur i ng after-influences of Br i t ain/the elite 

of her former *1rnax colonies. 

I asked him how long he had been at t he Br itish Embas sy i n Paris . 

Till 1957 when the Gold Coas t achieved indepdndence and became Ghana. 

Then he had been sent to Liberia as Fi rst Secr etary. Two year s l at er, 

in 1959, he had been t bans f erred to Cairo wher e he had acted ae 

Charge d 1 Arfa1res f or sever a l months . 

As Debrah recalled it, both London and Paris had been fun for 

a youne foreign service o:f'f1cer 1n t r aining. Liber ia had been t he 

first t aste of t h e r eal thing and of course ther e had b een no 

question of colour. And indeed he hnd been free of a ny sen se of 

colour in both I.Dndon and Paris . But ~ypt had been exceptional. 

Ther e, for t he f irst time in h i s life , he had experienced a s ense of 
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dignity in the f act of being black. Debrah did not say it but i t 

was clear t hat the spell in F.gypt had obvi ous l y had a ver y profound 

effect on him, and the eff ect had t o do with t he a ttitude t o colour. 

As for us in the days of dr eaming of African power, s o for him and 

t hose like him i n the days of the r eali t y of Af r ican power , colour 

was still a f actor. One of the key problems of our time was s till 

t hat of t he r el a t ions bet ween the lighter and darker members of 

mankind. 

But when i t came to t alking about this the conver sation became 

guar ded . Of course ther e wer e pr oblems but per haps I had bet t er 

find out about t hese for myself. For ins t ance he cou ld t el l me of 

t he case of t he Firs t Secr et ary f r om t he embassy who h a d b een t hr own 

out of a polling booth in Georgi a in November of 1960. I tKLlll wonder ed 

whet her anyhody at the Stat e Depar t ment r ealised t hat a r acial 

i ncident which happened in 1960 was s til l f r eshl y r ememb er ed. And 
call to 

he could t e l l me of t he t hr eatening tel ephone/made fie t he Educat i on 

Attache 1n May of 1961 in which the caller told h i m t o get out or 

'they' will get h i m. And he could show me l etter s like t he one 

calling them r elics f rom t he s t one age who shoul d s top med! l ing i n 

t he interna l af f a i r s of t he United St a tes. 

We were interrupt ed by t he arrival of a young man from t he Ghana 

Infor mation and Trade eenter i n New York. His business was urgent 

and he had to r eturn t o New York t he same evening. I was glad to 

excuse t hem. Thi s business of t a lking about r ace and colour can 

be very awkwar d for peopl e who r epr esent t heir count r ies abr oad . 

They would and did t a l k provided they wer e sure t hat not all t hey 

said was a t t r ibuted dir ectl y t o them. Much of what happen s in 
8 

Washington comes ou t dj/)r eet l y or as an unquotable l eak. The Afr i~ans 

in Washingt on have caught on f ast t o t hi s t echni que: some have 
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On Mey 31st, 1961 Edward R. Murrow, head of the United 
States Informati on Ac ency a ddressed t he Nat i onal Press Club in 
Washington end f ound it necessary to speak of some of the pro­
bl ems f eced by the Afr ican dipl omats . He said : "Here i n Wash­
i ng·ton , for exampl e , ther e exists a much unrepor t ed i ncumbr an ce 
on our Af rican rela tions t h~t can l ose us as much i nfluence a s 
anything t he Soviets migh t do . Wher e do we house Af rican di plo-
mats in our capital ? 
l ed by Negr o l eaders . 

These are representati ves of Negro na t i ons 
I t is bad enough tha t they reed headli nes 

of Birmingham bus burning s and bea tings . I t is even worse that 
they find it ne ar impossibl e to l ive in the capital of our nat ion . 
Landlords will not rent t o them; school£ r e fuse t heir children ; 
stores will not l e t them t r y on clothes ; beaches bar their f amilies . 
Today there ere some 30 African representa tives in W shi ngt on wi th 
what is euphemi stically ca lled •unsat isfac t ory hous i ng '. Fully 
one- thi rd of these are termed emer gency cases. There will be 
some 50 more families arr iving in t he nex t six months , 100 in the 
next year . • 

The s tor ies of the difficult ies encountered in the search for 
homes are l egion . The Ambas sador concern ed told me of seeing a 
s i gn i n t he window of a real esta te agency announcing an apartmen t -to l e t . The Ambassador wen t in to the of f i ce , presented his c ard 
and asked to see the manager . Wfie n t he manager appeared the 
Ambassador told him that he woul d like t o rent the apartment f or 
a member of his staff who was a fami l y man . The manager was sorry 
but that apar tment was not t o l e t t o any Negroes , not even diplo­
mati c Negr oes. Not one of the Africans in whose presence I heard 
this s tor J showed t he slightest surprise or shock. To them t hi s 
was just one variation on what had become a f amiliar theme . 

I n June of 1961 the Di s trict of Columbi a Conferen ce on Communi ty 
Development got a group of vol unteers to do a house- to- house canvass 
of 211 ' luxury ' apPrtment buildings in Northwest Washingt on to find 
out which were wi l ling t o rent t o African dipl omats and which were 
not . These buildings contained approximatel y 24 , 000 apartment 
units of varyi ng sizes . Ei ght out of t he 211 bui l dings made it 
clear tha t t hey woul d accept Afr i can di plomat s as tenan t s . 21 
buil dings said they mi 6h t accept Afri can dipl omat s but the responses 
~ere Ambiguous . I n 17 buil dings it was indicated that they pro-
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bably would not Accept Africens , but here too the responsns were 
ambiguous. Iri 37 buildings no clear answer was given as to 
whother they would or woul d not eccept ftfrican diplomats ; a 
tenants . In 128 buildings it was clearly stnted th t African 
diplomats would not be nccepted as tenants . 

In the c~se of the eight buil dings where the answer was a 
definite yes two of the buil dings were apn.rtL..en t-hotels with 579 
partoent uni ts . The other six were 'lJ)artment buildings exclusive-

ly with a t otal of 662 rp rtmen t units . One of the two pPrtmen t­
hotelD indicnted thn t in accepting Afric ns as tenants it would 
ct s a hotel rPthcr thnn nn epartment house , And charge monthly 

rents br scd on daily hotel rates insterd of a monthly charge simi­
lar to f'D apartment syotem. 

The twenty- one buildings which said that they might accept 
Africans were in the moin of the ambiguous order of "yes, but we 
do not nticipri te any vacancies ," ond "we would be happy to put 
his application on our wai tine list" . This is one of the most 
cot:.mon methods of get vinG rid of Africnn applicants without caus­
ing any embarrPssment. The applicati n is nccepted but no t con­
sidered when~ v~cancy occurs. 

In other inotnnces in this catee,ory there were conflicting 
responses . The resident m!'lll ger i n the building woul d give one 
answer nnd the Pgent for the buildine would c ive the opposite 
nawer . The egent mii ht express wil lingness to rent to African 

diplomnts but ~he resident man ger mi eht express unwillin eas . 
In this CPtegory of the runbiguous •yes ' were nlso t ho Je who re­
fused to tta discuss the question 8nd said their compDny's policy 
was to consider ench application on Rn individual b~ais . 

Most of the case histories in the seventeen buildings which 
gqve en ambiguous ' no • to the questi on ,hother they would rent to 
Afric n diplomPts were nuch the same es those of tho ambiguous 
•yea • - only in the qg>osi te direction . 

In the one hundred and twenty- eitht buil ~ings where it was 
definitely stated thnt African would not be accepted es tennnta the 
r easons fell into two mejor categories . First, that Afric n diplo­
m ts wore undesir r. e becPUSP they were Negroes ; s ~cond, beceuse 

t hey were diplomnts . In twenty- s even c sea those in charge of tho 
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buildin s enve skin colour as their reason for not wanting to 

rent to Africans. 

Some of the objections given were : 

"" -
0 The building woul d be v cant in 30 dnys. 11 

"Fifteen tenants watched the resident manager when 

he interviewed an African diploma t . " 

In 30 cases the refusal to rent wes given s because of the 

diplomatic stPtus of t he AfricAns . 

"We want only long- term residents." 

"Diplomats move ev er y 18 months , and we can ' t afford 

to redecorate th0 t often . " 

"Diplomats break the i r lePses an d viola te the lease 
provisions . .. 

" They entertain l ovishly with caterers and orchestras 

until 2 a . m. " 

The canvassers found that these objections to diplom ts wf re 
elso expressea by one epartmen t - hotel owner who does rent to diplo­
m ts and who pl P..ns to continue to do so in the future . 

The spokesmen in the remaining seventy- one buildings which 

refused to hove AfricAn diplome ts a s tenP..nts si mply mnde the s t te­
ment ond gP e no r e 8sons why . Thus , out of a totol of some 24 , 000 

apartment units 60% were definitely not vnilable for rentPl by 

AfricPn di ploma ts ; nother 7~ were most unlikely to rent to Africnn 

di plom~ts; nnd 14% hnd given e doubtful •yes • . If this doubtful 
1 yea • is split evenl ; the 'yes • c ategory would enjoy the benefit 

of a huge doubt nnd the •no • total woul d go up to 74~. A f~ir 
' estimate bPse d on t mfinding s of the canvass lniti~te d 

District of Columbia eonference on Community Rel tions 

cate thrt someth ing like 74% of the ' luxury• ap~rtment 

by the 

would indi­

buildings 
in Northwest Washington would not accept African diploma ts as 

tenants. \ 

Harold Cooper , a mountnin of an Engl ishmen , who h Pd spent \ 
mony yecirs in Wesni ne ton aft er o lifetime in the. British Colonifll \ 
service in Africa under a string of Bovernors , felt the t housing 
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was undoubtedly the gr avest of all the problems , especially among 

t he younger and not s o senior members of African embass ies . As 

public r elat i ons adviser to t he Liberian hnnm embassy in 

Washington Cooper 1e i n a posi t1on to know. !.fost of the younger 

African diplomats, he sai d, ar e on salaries which are small by 

American standar ds . And even aft er t hese salaries ar e suppl1men~ed 

by allowances t he f ailure to find a euitable house or apart ment 

at a r easonabl e r ental often made their t our of duty 1n Washington 

somet hing of a nightmare. 

The St at e Department, and Chief of Pr ot ocol Angier Biddl e Iuke, 

are acutely conscious of the problems f aced by t he Africans and are 

doing a l l they can to make thi ngs as easy f or them as possible . 

Indeed, looking after the African diplomats is regarded as so 

important that a Special Protocol Affairs section has been set up . 

Thie section spends most of i t s time looking after the inter ests of 

Africans and protecting them as f ar as possible from un.~appy r a ce 

and colour experiences . On July 7th 1961 Protocol initiated a 

conference between r eal estate owners , t he St at e Depart ment and 

other government officials and agencies with the a i m of securing 

adequat 'l hous ing f acilities for African and Asian diplomat s . Out of 

t his conference came a Housing Committee and t he openi ng up of 

enough apartment buildi ngs to house t he s t arts of aome t wenty-five 

African missi ons . 

Throughout my stay 1n \lashington one of t he strongest and most 

abiding ,)f all my impr ess ions was of the really herculean efforts 

of t he American government to reduce and get rid of all t hose f actors 

which made for t he unhappi ness of t he Afr i can diplomat s. Many of 

t he Africans r ealised and apprec i at ed t his; particularly those of 

the older embassi es. The Liberians and Ethiopians tend to f eel t hat 
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however unhappy conditions may be in parts of the United St ates, this 

was a domestic matter in which foreign diplomats should not i nter vene. 

And 1n t heir personal encounters wit h racial and colour insults they 

use pride and dignity ae a mass ive shield. But most of t he ml!~ ~KBBUU 

representatives of the younger states a r e not as tolerant . For them 

colour discrimination ie a relic of the old colonialism which they 

have thrown off in Africa and which t hey are not pr epared t o t olerate 

anywhere else, especial ly as t hey are invested wit h t~e dignity of 

representing their countries. They ar e impatient with the r eality of 

the Acerican sit uation and crit ical of even the l audabl e efforts of 

State Department official s to guar d them against discrimination by 

drawing up 1~ et e o restaurants and other pl a ces where they would be 

welcome. To them the idea that the State Department should subsidise 

an internationa l club where t hey can meet Americans who do not 

object to t heir colour smacked of an attempt t o her d bl ack diplomat s 

into a neon-lighted, a ir- conditioned s ocial ghetto. 

Few of the African diplomats , if any, r elish the idea of crossing 

the Potomac. To them the whole of the United St at es below it is 

unfriendly territory, a ssociated with the dlsoomfort of long car 

r ides through t ownships where t hey dare not s top for a meal or to 

use a rest room without risking insult or injury. 

And they ar e awar e too of one important change their pr esence 

has wrought in the social life of Washington. In the old days befor e 

their coming the f ashionable hostesses could safel y s catt er their 

invitat i ons among the embaesies in the sure knowl edge t hat all the 

guests who turned up would be white or s o near white as to make no 

differ ence. And s o danc ing was quite of t en an important par t of 

these ent ertainments . Today dancing i s out . 
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But the pi cture 1s not one of unreliev ed gloom . Intimat e and 

ver y r eal and r el axing fri endships have b een built up bet ween Mrican 

di plomat s and their opposite numbers in the Uni ted St at es ser vi ce , 

as well as between t he Africans and di p l omats f rom the European 
i n parti cu l ar 

countries . The Br itish and Fr ench embass i es/have done mu ch to welcome 

and make thi ngs easier f or t he r epr esent atives of t heir f ormer 

co l oni es: t hey have sponsor ed t he Afr icans eocially by having t hem 

as honoured guest s a t i mportant di nner s and f unctions and so 

int roduced t hem t o peopl e in t he top bracket of Wasgington societ y . 

And it 1s possibl e t oday f or t he African di pl omat in search of 

r el axation i n p l easant surroundings, and who wishes t o see somet hing 

of t he American count r yside , t o drive out to Montgomer y County for 

an evening or f or g weekend and have a good time compl e t el y free 

of any poss i bility of any i nc i dent. Montgomer y i s today t h e wealthi est 

Oounty 1n the Uni t ed St at es and its popul a t ion i ncludes a l ar ge 

numb er of c i vil s ervant s and professional men of progr ess i ve outlook. 

And so the Af r ican di plomat s find t hemselves wel come and compl et el y 

at home a t pl a ces like t he f ashionabl e and expensive Normandy Farm 

restaur ant . Mont gomer y Count y l ast year s compl et ed i t s pl an for 

t he tota l i nt egr ation of all i t s s chool s . It was t he first among all 

Maryland counties t o do so . Sceptics say t his i s because f ew Negroes 

l i ve in t he count y . Be t hat as i t may: t he f a ct i s t hat Montgomer y 

Count y s t ands ou t as a haven for African di plomat s . 
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I found the African diplaJatic parties £ s Ci,ll ting. They 
were an intriguine combinntion of the fo:rm~l Pnd the informal. 
They b gan early n d ran l r-te , find elm.oat invariably f ood wos 

ocrved 'in eloriouo buffet s tyle nt some poi nt in the evening. 
They v,ere ?lso the pl ,,ces w1Jlere you met the people you h~d tried 

unsuccessfully to contac t at their offi ceo for days . And 
people Pt thes~ pnrti eo seemed to opeak nore freely thrn they 
did in their of£icea. And so you picked up the latest gos sip 
nnd you hcnrd n ;0\.Ut the l Ptest incident. 

It wns at the Libori c..n Embassy party th~t I mot tho ~uiet 
youna I'rcnoh-speakinG di plomPt from the Ivory Coast . It was 

f ter most of the drinking and eotinc nnd the atmosphere wPs 
relFxed and e oy. " e ta.J.ked 8bout Pnris in the dpys shortly 
efter the wnr and he sounded teJ:Tibly homesick for Pris. 

11 And how do you .:ind Washing t on?" I asked. 

He shrugged as only a Frenchman can . "It is not the SA e 

thing. You know 1 t is not the snme thing. But my country 
aen ds me ao I do my duty. l3u. t I !ll ticipa te the time when I 
om transferred. ;,.,shington i s - how do you :.;oy it? - 0 He 
aignalled and a young diploma t from one of tho Enelioh- speaking 
African embassi es joi ned us . "How do you say to our friend 

bout our tour here? You know, it i s hnr d. " 

The new fellow v1r•a tall end thickset 
broad of face and typically West African . 
hond end roared \;i th l auchter . 

nd towered Pbove us , 
Ho threw bnck his 

"He means thvt l,n..,hin.:;ton is what you mich t ct:'ll a hard­
ship poet for u s . You know, in the p3ot when Eu.rop3on civil 
scrvPnto were po ted to lonel y -0r difficult or dangerous pl~ces 
they celled them hardship pos t s. Thnt • s wh a t 1,0.ohingt on is to 
ua , " 

".411 of' you? And do you nll cnl.l 1 t that?" 

'' fc don't go around saying i t but we feel it. Someone hna 
Buege ted thnt the Stete Department ~1hould i ~sue us with t urb[lns 

s we come into the country. This would ID"ke it plain to ~11 

the Americans t ho t we ore not AmericPn Negroes and should thor e-
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fore be treated as honornry white men • ., 

The gently bitter irony wes lost on the trench- speaking 

cb.vp but he nodded ~nd s?id yes. And then a group of people 
j'oined us and the big English- speaking chap drifted away. In 

n ffU' corner of the gerden , Mr. Amb ssador H 1m of Ghana was 

the centre of a large group who seemed to hang on hiQ word~ . He 

wor e his colourful native cloth, the only one who did e o, And it 

mr dt him the most striking figure at the par ty. 

l h r d discovered e.rly in my Washington s o journ th~t there 

wa s a small oup of people who attended most of the Afr i can 

diploma tic p~rtieo a bout whom there wos an air of ~ystery. Pe ople 

knew t heir nemes , people introduced you to them, they were charm­

ing Pnd knowledgeable Pnd were obviously insiders , but nobody 

aeeme d to know jus t whe t they did or whore theycould be found 

when there were no diploma.tic pnrties. One _such ceme up to me , 

s eemed to know me and my business end seemed to even know what 

m:y l rist conversati on hid boen about. 

"Of course the Afr ican~ feel things pretty bAdly. But 
thing□ are not so b od you know, and we are making progress. " 

fln d with that the person drift ed off. 
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At another party, t hi s time t hrown by E.M. Debrah, t he Counsellor 

of t he Ghana embassy , I met a handful of American Negroes and d i s cover e 

t hat t he comi ng of t he Africans has had a dist urbing impact on the 

Negroes of the United St a t e s . The girls~looked l ike two sist ers. 

They wer e very dark and, in terms of appear ance , t hey could have 

come f rom Liberia or Si er ra Leone or Ghana or Niger ia. Only t heir 

speech set them apart. They were a l ittl e apart at t h i s part y too. 

The gathering was about equally mixed of black and white . Debrah's 

home was in the f ashionabl e Argyl e Terra ce in Northwest Washington, 

a white r es i dentia l a r ea of b eautiful houses . 

I got into conver sation wit h t he girts and it soon came out 

t hat t hey t ook a dim view of all t hese whites h anging around t he 

Af rican di p lomat s and their parties. This one was bad enough , with 

half of t he peopl e at the party being white . They want ed to know if 

I had been t o any of the parties of t he Fr ench speaking Mricans. I 

had not so t h ey told me of all the whi t e women who hung around t hose 

parties . There you har dl y ever s aw a bl ack woman and the whites 

nearly a l ways outnumbered the blacks . The one said t hese whit es 

wer e out f or what they could get and t he Af ricans wer e being fodled 

into t hinking t hey wer e r ea l friends . 

The other one said, wit h a world of bitterness in h er voice : 

"And t hey don't even have any time for us , our own kind! Its a 

disgr ace!" 

I got away from t hem and wander ed into another r oom only to 

walk into an ar gument char ged wit h bitterness . A t all , t hickset 

West Afri can, his face livid wi t h r age , was having an a r gument with 

an equally t all but very s l ender young Ameri can Negro. The American 

Negr o worked for one of t he Africa agencies of t he St at e Department, 

one of t hose uno f ficia l agencies . 

The African challen.a:ed t he American: "Ti:d1 mA t.h 1 "' ! vm, w n.,..lrinO' 
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fo r t he St at e Department , ar en 't you?" 

"What' s tha t got t o do with t he ar gument ?" t he American said mildl; 

ttwh~t don 't you answer ? Ar e you ashamed?" 

"Ashamed. of what ?" 

•
1Then ad.mi t you work for t he St at e Depar t ment!" 

"That has nothi ng t o do with ar gument." 
11It has everything to do with it! What you say a r e not your own 

wor ds . You ar e just an echo of your mast er!" 

This aroused t he American s omwhat, but he s t i ll kept a hold on 

h i mself. "I suppose you ar e not an echo of your mast er!'' 

"My mast er s ar e black," t he West African snapped . "Yours are 

whit e . Mine don't beat and s courge and DJIXDU! burn me !tt 

"So what ?., 

"So you' r e a t r a itor to your r ace !tt 

The American Negro braced h i mself as t hough s truck. He shut his 

eyes t hen open ed them. Hi s mi ser y embarras sed m2 and depr essed me and 

it was har d to hold my tongue . Then, t he Amer ican Negr o sighed, 

must er ed a s mile and rent my heart. 

"You ar e llllcky," he sai d . "I am an American - an American Negr o ." 

I turned away from t hem . I di d not want to hear the arrogant 

r etort of t he proud Af rican . 

'To be an American Negro in a day like t his ' could s till b e ver y 
and arrogance 

rough , even in t he encount er with t he Af ricans in the pride/of t heir 

newl y achieved freedom. 

I l eft t he party early, depr essed and cur i ous to f i nd out the 
the 

American Negro 's r eaction to t he pr esence of/pl eni potentiaries of 

Africa in Washington. 
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The mAn f~ l l in t o step beside me after I hed walk,ed onl y a 

few yardsaway f rom t he ho t e l . He was ver y bl ack and very thin ; 
narrow of f ace and with a long jaw Pnd hol l ow cheeks . Hi s f eet 
and honds were very l ong though he hi ms el f was not t a l l - no t 
much more than hal f an i nch higher t han my own five- six. But 
his tight bl ack suit wi t h i t s unpadded shoul der s an d his drain-

.... .... 
pipe trousers mAde him seem t aller . His black pointed shoes 
s hone and there was an air of s crubbe d cl eanness about him; 
b1 ack hat perched sober l y on his head, bl ack t ie , bl ~ck suit , 
bla ck socks and shoes , with onl y the v i s i bl e parts of'. a snowy 
whi t e shi r t re l i eving t he cl ean uni for mi ty of bl ackness . I 
fe lt his t en tat i vi t y and hesita t i on i n hi s gr eeti ng. His voice 
was a soft attractive sou t hern drawl whi ch became warm when I 
showe d f riendl i ness. 

"That your hotel ? " He · mot ioned backward wi th his head a t 
whpt many people regard as Washing ton ' s leading ho tel. I said 
ye s end he nodded knowingl y. 

"You ' re an Af rican . Its di f f eren t f or ~ • " The str ess 
on the ' us ' put me in a world far removed f rom hi s own . 

I said : "But you can stay there now, if you have t he money. " 

"That is wh8t they want you to believe . TJ:iey make every­
thing right for you and they keep you away fr om u s so that you 
shouldn ' t see . " 

As he wen t on t alking it became cl ear t ha t h~ thought me an 
African dipl offiP. t . this was the new experience for me on t his 
trip to the Uni t ed Sta tes. The moment I opene d my mouth it was 
clear tha t I was not an American Negro . I wa s obvi ousl y too old 
to be a s tuden t ; so many people fell bnck on t he next thing: an 
A rican dipl omat , and thi s was particul arly so i n Washi ng t on . 

A cool breeze softened t he heat of the summer morning as we 
se t tled down on a bench in t he park f acing the White House . I 
told my new found f rien d t h~t I was note diplomat . ~ t the 
fac t t hat I was en African was almost the same t hing t o him. 
And then , quietly, in his soft caressing voice , he poured out hi s 
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f rustration and bitterness and his desire to quit the United States. 
He had been to the Ni gerian Embassy l ooking f or a job. They had 
taken his ne~e an d promised to get in touch wi t h him. He under ­
str od these things t ook time but it was taking r a ther long . But 

t hey had treated him very nicely and politely, especiall y the young 
gentleman who had interviewed him. He was tired of wor king for 
peopl e who s howed. him no respect and no regard. He had spent his 
life working for such people . Now he wan t ed to wor k for his own 
kind , here in Washingt on to begi n with but in~ope thPt they would 
send him to Africa when he ha d proved himself. That is where he 
wanted his chil dren to grow up. He looked hopefully at·me . Did 

• I know any of the people at any of the embassies . I s ai d yes but 
I h~d no pull with t hem. Then I asked what he did . He was a 
pre ncher in his spare time but he worked as a me s senger and handy­
man . I t hought: And Africa s o full of messengers and handyn.en . 

He l eft me some ten minutes l ater , neat and t rim and very 
thin ~nd strai ght ! a simpl e man in whom the presence of the Africans 
in Washington has stirr ed str ange new longings late i n life . 

The young Negro intellec tual took me to Bill y Simpson ' s house 
of Seafood and Steaks on Geor gia Avenue in his p'lµ'ring Mercede s­
:Benz. He had worked in Africa f or the Stat e Dep rtment and he 
knew London and ParJ.s e.s we ll as I did. He was hand~ome ~ polish-
ed, knowledgeabl e , worl dly- wi se and obvi ously knew his way about 
Washington ' s diplorr.atic corridors . He was al so very noncommittal . 
Whenever I asked him a leading question he woul d smil e charmingly 
and ~ive me the na.ine , address an d phone number of the person who 
was the expert on t hat particular subject. He did , h owever , f ill 
me in with the sort of unquoteable background s tuf f which makes 
for perspective . Whenever he got anywhere near making a positive 
statement he woul d smi le and change the conversation to food or 
London or Paris or into some other harmless and non- controversial 
or non-political channel . 

Some African diplomats , my friend s aid , often foregather at 
Bill y Simpson ' s House of Seafood and Steaks . But t here were none 
there on that particular evening . Instead we ran into a celebra­

t ion par ty which was purely Amel'i can Negro. The President had just 

named another Negro to a hi gh post , t hus swel li.ng the l i s t of Negroes 
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in high government or 9emi- government posi tions to well QY.:,er 
thirty. Champagne flowed fairly freel y and my friend and I 
were soon drawn into- the party. I had the sense of a pre-cious 
victory won in a hard nd lone ba t t l e . ---

At on e point I turned to my young intellectual Sta te Depart­
ment fri end. "Woul d you say the pre sence of t he Africans in 
Washing t on had anyt hing to do wi th thi s? " 

He turned on his charming smile and looked at one of the 
other celebrating guests. This man sa1d: 

"Not directly; not evenly pr i marily ; but definitely, ye s ! 
lus t the f act of their presence . has advanced our struggl e at 
least fifty yeArs , 

• The young Negr o...newspaper editor, on the other h -d ,- -Aid not 
quite share tha t view. It was press day and he had to go to ~ 
Ba~timore to put hi s paper to bed so we had snatches of conversa­
tion between telephone calls and grappling wi th l ast minute copy. 

"Of course we ' re intere sted in the /lfrican diplomats here . 
They invite u s and we go to their function s whenever we can , and 
of course we give them as good coverage as possi bl e . :But we s till 
have our own problems and our own s i tuations to contend with. " 

I said: "What about reporting incidents such a s the Fitz­
jobn pffair at Hagerstown? " 

"We report them. We gPve the Fi t z john s tory big play. But 

you must understand thPt these people don ' t encounter a ~r ection 
of t he daily dose of our own peopl e . When anything happen s to 
them its an inter national incident Pnd all t he papers are on to it. 
:But h"ve you seen any, of -these on the front pages?" 

He shoved some stori e s at me . There was one of a Negro being 
bea ten up by pol icemen for being with a white woman . Another of 
e policeman clubbing a Negro into a bloody mess after he hed been 
arrested . "These don ' t make the wlrli te he adlines and these are 
my ~u iness . I hope the presence of the Africans will help but 
we can ' t bank on it. We mu s t do our own f ighting . Nobody else 
can figh t our battles for us and we canno t sit bpck and pretend 
it is all over because of the African diploma ts among us . " 
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':But their presence ha□ given a subtle new slant to your 

struge;le , " I suggested. 

The hin t of a smile flickered across his f pce and was gone. 

He spread his h~nds , nalms up and shrugged. 

"Thnt is i n the field of theory. In hard day- to- day t erms 

~tis the sPma struggle, the snme stendy uphill march thnt• s been 

g oing on s ince emp.ncipotion . It is cold comfort to the gu.y in 

Mi ssinsippi to know there nre African diploma ts in Wflshington." 

"Or thr-> t some of hi s own kind are now amba.Jsr> dors? 11 

11 Even tho t . Weldon Johnson WflS an ambassador way , way bock . " 

"So you say their presence mnkes no di fference?" 

"Ifot for the guy down there . He ' s still f acing the same 

th l.ngs ; he's still fighting the same bnttl es. Buch e;o.ins she 

has made qre ~ and his greatest help hns come f r om intell i gent 

~nd progressive whi te Junericnns. The Africans only ohowed up here 

yesterday and the str uggle didn' t begin yesterday. Of course they 

represent a ch P..nging world and thPt will benefit us , but we mus t 

crrry the bal l here and n ow" . 

"And wh t of them aud United States prestige in wh t happens 
to them?" 

He answered the phone and did not repl~co it on the receiver 

when he hPd finished. He leaned back an d looked thoughtful. 

"The irony of the ai tua ,ion , " he said, choosing his words 

with care , "The irony of the si tuf1 tion is thRt the capital of the 

Unitrd St ~tes is in the South, that Washington D.C. is a southern 

city . And what adds to thot i s the fRct th tit is tecoming a 

Negro city. Did you know thRt something like fifty- three percent 
of the residents of WAshington are Negros?" 

The Howard University Professor said: " There isn ' t much 

cont ct between the Af rican diploma t s and us. I had hope that 

one of them who WPS e otudent of mine in the old dnys would get 

in touch some time . But I suppose they are very busy. I think 

we could be more useful to them than we hPve been but we do not 

went to join the crowds of pushers end new- found friends of Africa. 

Very few of us would be invited to di plomatic pArties in the normr l 
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course of events , nnd in P.ny o~oe we could contribute very 
little th t is useful A t crowded diplomatic parties . " 

He sounded di sappointed but mede i t clear tha t he was 
not being critical. I t wns just th t the hopod-f or co- opera­
t ion between the African dipl om t s and the .American Negro elite 
h~d not materi alised. 

, 
Mr. Ambassador William Mar mon Q,uao Hal m welcomed me into hi s 

spacious and ne~t office . A p~rtra1t of Pr es i dent Nkrumah hung on 

t he wall behind hi s desk. The b i g r oom was cool and pl easant and 

t ast efully f urnished ; a room with a dominant mot if of light brown, or 

p er haps i t was t he l ight br own man , big and s triking , who gave t he 

room i t s i mpression of light br own. Thi s time h e wor e a pal e 

l ounge suit i ns t ead of his s triking native clot h . Ther e was an 

a ir of r estless energy abou t the man . He eat down, got up and walked 

t o hi s desk , came back and sat with me and t hen jumped up when 

somebody came t o the door and gave quick ins truct ions in hi s native 

tongue . 

Unlike Ghana ' s f i r s t Ambassador to Washi ngton, Mr . C.A. Chapman, 

Mr. Hal m i s no car eer civil ser vant. He 1s a s trong Nkrumah party 

man . He was on e of t he fi r s t of t he older men to j oin Nkrumah ' s 

Convention Peopl e! s Party way b ack in 1950 . He has served as Firs t 

Pr esi dent of t he Accra Branch of t he party and he has a l so been 

t he party 's Nat i onal Tr easUl!er. 

He was born at Akuse on Jul y 24t h, 1902 and he went t o s chool 

in Si erra Leone whi ch in t hose days had t he moat advanced 

educationa l insti t utions in Brita i n' s West Afri can coloni es . 

Af f l uent West African f amili es from as f ar away as Ni ger ia u s ed t o 

send t heir children to s chool in Sierr~ Leone . 

After s chool Mr. Ha l m went to work f or a busin ess firm which 

was l ater merged into t he fiant United Africa Company• Like sf! 
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t he majority of educated, middl e- class -in-the- making , Gold Coas t ers, 
Party 

he joined Dr . J . B. Danquah ' s United Gold Coast Convention/when it 

was formed in 1947 . At the end of t ha t s ame year Dr. Danquah, as 

head of t he n ew party , invited Kwame Nkrumah who was s tudying in 

London, to r e t ur n home and assume t he secr et a r yshi p of t he party. 

Nkrumah arrived back in t h e Gold Coast &n December of 1947 and 

a ssumed hi s new politica l post. Mr. Ha l m, meanwhi l e , ha d become a · 

member of t he Accr a Town Council and Tr easur er of t he party. He mu s t 

therefore have been pr etty c lo se to Nkr umah in t hose early days . 

When Nkrumah broke away from t he Unit ed Go l d Coa s t Convention 

party bxblKEW.fxx9A9 and f ormed his o,m Convention Peopl e ' s Party 

in June of 1949, Mr. Ha lm s t ayed on and only swi t ched h i s allegiance 

i n 1950 . From t hat point onwar d Mr. Halm ha s been a f a ithful Nkrumah 

man , and his r ewar d ha s been a s eries of very hi gh offi c es . He has 

b een Chairman of t he Ghana Indus t ria l Development Corporation and 

its t went y-four subs i diaries , first President of t he Hla ck Star 

Sh i pping Line , and a member of all t he more i mport ant Trade Mi s s ions 

t o various parts of t he wor l d . He enter ed dipiomacy when Nkrumah 

named him Ghana ' s firs t Ambassador t o t h e s t a t e of I s r a el. It was 

from Isr a el t hat he was transf err ed to Washington i n 1959. 

As we sat 1n t hat big and comfortabl e and peac eful r oom, I 

t hought of Dr. J .B. Danquah, one of the f in est s cholar s the Gold 

Coast whi ch i s now Ghana had ever produc ed . The fine s cho l ar had 

i nvit ed Nkrumah back from Engl and and ha d s et him up in the country' s 

nationalis t politics . That Fine s cholar had been head of t he party 

of which Mr. Ha lm had been treasur er. That fine s cholar ha d then 

b ecome l eader of t he oppos ition in the parli ament of an indepemidlmt 

Ghana. And t hat fine scholar was now l anguish i ng in Jail a s one of 
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Kwame Nkrumah's political pris oner s . Mr. Ambassador Hal m was no 

s t ranger to the event s whi ch have l ed t o this point . As we sat 

t here I wondered i f he ever t hought of Dr. J .B. Da.nquah . Whet her 

he d i d or not , in t erms of t he r eality of practical politi cs , in 

j erms of ser ving the best interest s of Nkrumah 1 s Ghana and Ghana' s 

Nkrumah , Mr . Ambassador Halm struck me as an excell ent choice . 

He i s shr ewd, skilful and experi enced and , when ther e i s n eed for it, 

he can be t he most char ming per son you have ever met. He i s al so t h e 

most influent ial among the African di plomats i n Washington, r eflecting 

perhaps the gr eat i nfl uence of h i s country as t he firs t of t he 

independent stat e of t he new Africa, and s till, to an extent, t he 

pace- s et t er, t hough ot her s, l ike t he gr eat Ni geri a ar e now coming 

fo r ward t o off er challenge o But whatever happens l a t er, f or t he 

pr esent Ghana i s s till the l eader, both i nsi de Af rica and in t he 

~Edim world of di plomacy abr oad . And Mro Halm, I f elt, was awar e 

of this and dr ew gr eat str engt h from it. 

Hi s message , when we parted, was t o tel l t he West not t o tie 

politi cal s tri ngs t o a i d . UWI L
IBRARIES
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,,! ; 
l TH'i' AFRI CANS I N ASHINGTON 

t(~0 
T 

.: .... n fell into step beside e t r I h a 11 only f i 
0 ' r d y fro t e hotel . He very bl ck nnd v ry t hin; n rro, of 

f ce nd • 1th a lon j ond hollo·1 chcc • Hi f('let nnd h nd re 

very long though he h i m" l f not tal l - not ch or th h lf 

inch high r th n y om1 f .i.v - - x . B t hi tight bl Ct ult 1th its 

unp ddod shoul era nd his dr a1np1 e trou r l 1 t 11 r . 

Hi bl ck point d "hoes s one t re n ir of cr ubbc 

cl nn ss about hi : bl clc bat perche ooberly on h1o h d , bl.e el 

tie , bl c ou t, ol c ocks and shoes , , 1th onl y th v sibl rt 

of onoi y 1 1tc, B 1rt rcl 1cv1n th cl an un1for 1ty f bl cknc e . 

I f l t hi t ent t i v1ty "nd hcslt tion in hl s rcct 1ng . 1 voic 

ooft a ttract iv souther n dr a, 1 ,hi ch bee me ' r m ,h n I sho 

fri ndlinos • 

"'lh· t your hot 01? 11 

any copl o re ar d ao 

h nodded kno· in l y . 

He motioned b ck ' r d 1th hi h d at \Tho,,_t 

"hington ' s 1 adi n hot l . I nd 
~ 

n "tn 

d 

"Yr 're 

ut e l n 

Af ric n . Its iffer nt for L•" Th etrcaa on th ' ue ' 

orld far re ov d fro h i on. 

I a id: "But you can r.t y t r no , 1 ou h vet e oney. " 

" Th t 1 t t nt you to bel l ve . They re everyt in 

r ight fo r you and they keep you w y f ro 1 't 

see. " 

As h ·ent on talkin it bee m c lear th th tibought m n 

Afrlcan d1 lo t . Thi ns the ne ex 0r 1enc for e on thi tr1 

t o the Unite St t ea . Th oment I opened my ;ouht cl nr 

that I u s not an Aml?ric, r1 Negro. I uo.s obviou"' l y t oo old t o b a 

stu ent; o any p o l e foll b ck on t h next ting: on Arr1c n 

d1plo:-:i t ; and thl s Has • r t i cul r l y so i Washington. 

A cool br eeze soft ened the h t of t O ' mer ornin fl 

sett led doim on a bench in th rl f cln ~he bit Hou"'e . I t ol 

y n0, f ound frlEmd t hat I Pas not d1pl o~ t. But the f ct th t 

I . s n Afr1co.n 

1n hi eoft c r 

al ost thr, a 

' h 

thin to h l m. An ~ then~ qul tl , 

d o h1 fru tr tion n 
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bi tternesa and his desire to r-1111 t the Un1 t d St a t a . 

to t he Nigerian 0nbassy looking for a Job . .,hey h d 

and romieed to get in touch with him. He under too t 

took time but it was t a.king r a ther long . Butt 

very nicel y and olltely, eapecl llr the 

intervie" ed him. He "as tired of workin for 

no r espect and no regar d . He hPd rpent hi lif 

peopl e . ·No, he want ed to , ork for his om kind, 

begin with but in the hope that they would sen 

h d 

n le 

0 1 

r 1 

t 

he had prov ed himsel f . That l s \There he ant d hi 

up . He looked hop,...ful ly at me . Did I kno ny oft 

of thee b ssi s . I id yes but I h d o ull 1th t 

0 

what he did. He ms a pre chcr in hi B r tl e but hc-

a messenger and handyman. I thought: And Afric so full 

and handymen . 

He l t ft me some ton minute 1 t r, lH) t nd trim 

aud s t r J ght ; a s i ,\l c man in '\ om the pr enc f th 

h d n 

hi n 

tin 

t 

l 

or d 

of 

n V r y 

Af 1 

1 

d 

hi 

ton to 

ro 

I 

r 

t 11n 

i n 

ehi ngton ha c, tirred stran n l on i n 1 t in ife. 

The young~ ro int 11 ctu 1 

of s a food and St c.ko on Gcor~l 

He h d , orkcd in Afr1c for t t 

in hi 

rt 

lly 1 

rrin 

nd h 

n' H 

P rl s a ell I did . He h 
' 

oli 

bout 

d, 1cno 1 1 

1 1 worldly- 1 e and obviously kn l i 

coLrldors . H \ 1 0 V r y nonco 

1 din question he uoul d s ile ch 

addr ess nd hone number of t he p 

y 

itt .l. . 

r ml 

raon 

:n n v r 

1V 

th t 

t.LC 

, 

t 

y n 

0 

rtlcu l ar subj ct . He did, ho,1ev r . fill 

unquot0abl b ckground atuff uhich n kea for 

in 1th t rt of 

r 

he got anyuhere near m'kin a os1tive stat ement h 

ch nge t he conve.rs t i on to food or London or F rl 

h rml ese and non- co11t "OV r e 1a l or non- oli t i c 1 c 

Some l~f rican diplor:1 ts, my f r lend ,. id, o 

Bill, Si m on' Hou e of Seaf ood and St e k . B 
l H E V t H I C V ~ r 

on t hat art icular evening . In t ead • r ,. ·1t 

HOriiNX 

0 

ctlv . :h nev r 

il 

1 0 60 

l . 

nd 

oth r 

r t 

1 

t r 

rt 
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which 1ms purrly Americ an Nerr o. T!'ie Pr 1dent h 

another egro to fl high po" t , t hus ~well.1"1g the 11 to 

t n d 

i n g1gh government or sem1- 6 ovrrnment o lti on to 

Champagne flo,ed f airl y f r e ly and my friend nd I 

11 ov ~ ◄:hirty . 

r 

into t he p~rty . I had t ho sense of a preciou vict ry n 1 

and lon b ttle . 

At one o1nt I turned to y young 1ntel1 c t 

friond. 11 ould you say t h xf'.1:tmm :r.- pr enc o rr·c 

shington h d anythinr. to do ·11t h t.hi s:,. 

n r -n 

He turned o~ hi char ml n~ smile nnd looke 

c elc~r.i.ting guests . Thi m: n s i d : 

t 0 f t ot r 

"Not dir ectly; "Ot even prim rllJ • but d flni t ly, 

t he fact of their presence hn.s adv need our etruggl 

year . 

t 1 

7 
• u 

f .fty 

The young Negr o newspaper editor, on the other hcnd, id not 

t 

quit e shar e t hat vie' . It 1na pr esa d y and heh to o to B l t1 or~ 

t o put his p ,er to bee so \'e h d snat ches of convcr tion b t n 

t e l ephone ca lla and gr p lin 1th 1 t i nut coy. 

"Of cour 0 \· e 're lnter tcd in t fr C 

They invite us and go tot ir 

di l orn t 

hen ver C :.n, d of 

course c give them ~s good cob r 1bl e But till h 

our on probl ems and our o ltu t1on to cont ncl .1. t • • " 

I ,aid: " fua t about re ort1n i ncl n t such t Fit 

affair at H r "to\ n? " 

" We r e ort t hem . We g ve t he F1t john tory big l y . B ~ you 

must unders t and t hat these cop l e ao1't encount er f r ctio o the 

dail y doae of our o~n 1eo . l P. fhen anythin h pen tot 

an i nterno.tional incident a.nd a ll t he paner s a r e on to 1 '", . But h v 

you seen any of these on tho f r ont page a·, " 

He shoved some stories o.t me . ThE"re ua~ one of 
by "?ollccmcn 

bea.ten/u /for being i t h a w:t it"" \-o n"n . AnothE"'r of 

c lubbing a Negro into ~ b l oody meas ft r r ~eh d • 

11 These don ' t make t he whit he,dllnes and t , s 

hope t he pr esence of t he Af r1canE will help b 

-~ ro bing 

ol1c man 

r tc<l . 

in. • I' 
. ..nk on i t 11 
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mis t do our own fl .,r.ting . Nobody e l se can fight our ba ttl e fo r 

u. o.nd ,e cannot s it back and pr e t end i t is a l l over because of t iie 

'\.f .·tea I di}!lmoma t s a.men~ u s . n 

11 3 ut t heir p r esenc e has g i v en a oubtl 1;.. n ew r l cn t t o y ou r s t ruggl e , ' 

Io ggco t.ed . 

'Ih~ hint of a smil f l icl·er ed . c ross hi s f ace and v,as gone . He 

n~rc d h i e h nds , pal mn up and shrugged . 

11 '.i'h t i s in t he fi e l d of t heor y . In h r d day - t - de y t~r mt:i 1 t i s 

th nc..me a tru gl e , t he same s t eady uphi l l '1-.. rch t hat ' ,, been go i ng on 

sine c ancipation. I t 1 colf comfor t t o tUe guJ i n M1nc 1ssip~i 

to kno t ~cr e a r c Africcn dipl o mat .... in ashinrton. " 

11or t ha t s ome of hi.r? o m kind ar e no, ambassadorc ?" 

'' Even t hat . Weldon Johnson a s an am base ador uay , n l y b" ck . " 

"So yous y t heir pr es ence makes no differrnc n? " 

"Not f or the guy doun t hetn . HC' ' ,. s till f • cing t he came t hings ; 

he ' ~ still f i ght i ng t he same battl es . uch gt i n- ao h e hns made ar e 

h i s an d h i s great es t hel p ha~ co ae from i nt elligent nd r ogr c~~1ve 

uhite Amer ica ns . The Af rica ns on l y shower u p her e y ,...s t er da.y ~na t he 

s trul 1 dldn 't begin yes t ,r a-y . Of course t hey r c_)r csent " chmi int"'. 

worl d nd t ho.t i·ri ll benef i t u s , but \ e must c"'r r y t he b <t ll her A and 

now. " 

" nd 1ha t of t hem and United St a t es pr estige in what happen t o 

t hem? " 

He ann, ered t he hone and a1d not r epl ace it on t he r ocei v~r 

lhen he h ad f inished. He l ean ed b"ck and looked t hought ful . 

"The i r ony of the s ituat i on," hi; sai d , choos ing his wor ds wi t h 

car e, "The i rony of the sit uation l o t hat t he co.p1t o.l of t he Un i t ed 

St a tes is in t he Sou t h , t hat ·:ashi ngton D. C. i r a s out her n c i t y . And 

what adds to t hat l o t he f .ct t ho.tit i o becon1nc; a Negro c i t y . Did 

you lmow that somet hin like f i f ty- t hr ee pnFcent of t he r es i dent "' of 

aehington ar e Negr oes ?" 

The ho· a r d Univcr r- i t .Y Pr ofGS'Wr sai d : "Ther ~ l on 't much vontact 

bet ween t he Af r lei n di "') l oma t s P.na us . I h~d hope t hat on e of t hem 

who ·was a student o f mi ne i n t he old days -v·ou l d get in t ouch "'ome time . 

But I su).t-ose t hey a r e ver y busy . I t hi nk U<' cou l d be more u ~eful t o 
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t hem t hon we hav~ been but we do not want t o j oin t he crowds of 

pusher s and ne1, - f ound fri ende of Afr1cP. Ver y f ew of u s woul d bc-

invi tcd to dlplornat 1c )i rt i ea i n t he nor~ul cour se of event s , and in 

an. er e we could cont ribut e ver y 11 ttl e t hRt 1a U"efu l 4t cro, ded 

c11J lo 1at .i. c ..,, .... rt1ea . 11 

He sounded d1sa~ oint ed bu t made it c l eLr t hr t he was not bei ng 

cr 1t1c, l . I t was jus t t hat t he hoped- for co- o"'"ler a tion bctwc~:

1

:::.t 
fr con dipl omat s and the Amer i c , n Negro elite had not materi~ 

I gat hered a ll t hese comments and i mpr ession withi n my f irs t 

t wenty- four hours in Waohinf, t on . A b r i ef t hree year s er r l i er, on 

another visit t o ashingt on, I h d t a l ked wit h s i mi l r r gr ou )f! "nd 

i ndividua l s . Then, ver y f ew p€opl e had b~en i n t er est ed i n t he 

Africans i n their mi dst . vhat t he Africans d id or did not do ·as not 

t hen t he topic of conver s...1.tion a l mor> t ever ywher e . Thi s , t o ne , ,,as 

t he mos t s triking s ingl e change i n Wachi n( ton. The Afr i ct..n h nd 

come to toun . Hi · comi n e: had pl eo sed s ome; had f i lled s ome 1·11 t h wi l d 

hopes and s trange desires , For some hi comi n c.: uas a symbol of new 

o -i_port un1ty , for other s l t was a oroblem,. and yet other s wer e Y}.Ot 

quite -:·.tr "' of t he meaning of h 1r co 1i ng . 

what of t he Afric~n hi mnel f? 

'hy t hi s change? And 

I hoped to f i nd at l eas t some of t he answ~r s in t he s tory of t he 

Ghana Embassy . The Ghana Emb~s1y i s not t he ol des t of t hP ArricPn 

embasst es . Those of Ethi opi a , of Liberia , of F.gypt and of South Af ricc 

ar e older . But the Ghana embassy i s gener · l l J a ccept ed as t ~P ort of 

~cnior in t er ms of infl uence~ onn a l l t he Afrlcen emb~ssj es . 

It ic housed an 213J R Street N .. , a wi de t r ee - l ined s t r eet 

off th0 ma.in f lou of tra f fic . The t r ea give the street an appear ance 

of coolnecs . The at mospher e ~s t hat of a mi ddl e - class r esident i al 

area, whi ch i t s til l l ar gel y i s , t hough a number of hou s es havE' been 

t a.ke1. ov0 r by t he n c1 African ombaPsies . 

The s t eady coming and Mo ing of car s 1~ t he f i r qt s i gn t hat ~139 

i s no ord1nr ry res i dence . As f ast as one er r ~ulls up ' nd dcpooits 

i t s passen ~er r another tur n£ u p to J1ck up pasnenrcr s . And t her ~ l o 

an equally s t eady flo of Africen E on foot, mai nly young men i n 

UWI L
IBRARIES



6 

neatly oreeeed suits ,ho could be junior members of t he embassy 

s t aff or e l se .tudent e come to sort out some problems . Th y come and 

go , 1th a quiet self- cont~lnedness wh ich immed i atel y setr, them apart 

from the n, .. tiv0s of t he l and . Everything obout them "'Jrocla i ms t hem as nj 

s tranger s in a s trange l and who are a long way fro~ home . But t hey 

a l so move with an air of assur ance , as do peop l e who r e in no 

doubt about t heir s t anding and status and who ar e sure of s ome strong 

protecting ~uthority behind them. 

The e 1br,t,ey shi e l d hangs above t he o.,?en doorway , and jurt i nr i de 

a white doorman r 1 t s a t a tiny t able, r otmd anoul • er e<" and sallow as 

one who r ar e l y walkfl in the sun . Thn door , y leads directly into r.. 

smr l l r ecertion room. There are s t airs immediatel y r ~c i n ~ the door 

wh ic 1 l end to the upper part of t ,1€' house . T', o chairs b eloH and 

agains t t he stairs sana,ich a littl e table b 0 t ween t horn . Thi s i s 

where visitors wait . I n t he corner dit p:ona l l y onlJO"'it e t he door and 

on a table t hat looks l ar ge i n the small room 1s the t elephone 

switchboard . Th~ o~erator who s ounds EngliPh and looks~ f rinndly 

little body of n person i s tr.., i ng to Eet ca ll through to Ne1 York 

and there scemr t o be a lot of confusion on t he line . ThPr c i r a 

r oom beyond the switchboar d , all t abl es and paper s , and a t all 

t hickset bl ck man in a nntty lit:'lht gr ey suit~ 1.c, bury sorting out 

paper s . It i s shortly aft er nine in t he r1ornl ng and thE ('"nbt ,.. £"Y ' e 

workin day ha~ just got uncrr way . 
, f' 

My f1rst 1mpresslon/:i:,c one of ovl rcro'!dedness . Th i s pl ::i.cc h a 

probably one housed a family of five or six . For nuc'1 a f amily 

it would have been a mode "Cl y large and comfortabl e home, nothin~ 

lavish but with room to move and have privacy . As an embassy with 

a work1n to.ff of thirty- five it was overcrowded . BoY.ee and c rtons 

were stack~d in one corner and I had the impression t lat t he e ibassy 

was hur d pr essed for ~tor g roo.., . But over and .. bov c- all this was 

t he sense of suddenl y having e t ~ppcd i nto~ l ittle piece of es t 

Africa. . 'rher e was an a ir of c l 'll r e l :: xedness whlch was dictint>tly 

African , suggesting • a r :nt h and intim, cy and t_ iving even t h mos t 

formal undertaki ng a touch of t he ~er son~l . 

ThE door nan asked roy busincos and then c. llcd out to the 
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t e l ephonis t: "For Mr . Dove . " Sh e soI11ehow managed t o t e ll r1e to t ke 

n "'eat uh1le Ptll l stru ·plln~ to 1;:et Nev, York . From t he floor c.bovc 

came the mur mur of deept hroa ted Afric~n vo ices , with one voice 

burotlng out l oud over a ll t he other s ever y now anrl t hen . A young 

AmPrict..n Negro ml ·a , very attr a ctive a.nd ··11th a creamy light brown 

sl in, walked across t he r oo i.1 and up the s t irs wit h a pi l e of files . 

She seemed i mpersonal , efficient , very American: much l ess a pr r t 

of t he sett ing t han tr e Eht l i !" h - sounding white t elephonis t . Aft er a 

whi l e she c ame do'Wn t .ne s t a irs and said Mr . Dove woul d Eoon "be with 

me . 

There was a sudden cla tter o f feet and a group of men hurried 

down the s t a1ru . I n t he l ead was a tall man \'Tho l ooke-l v e r y strik ing 

i n hi~ African cloth . H~ looked like a l a tte r - day bro~'!l- skinned 

v er sion of a history- book Ro,en senator . But wher eas the Ronan 

gar ment was all-,ays p ictured as a flo wing \;hit e, this man ' s was rich 

i n colour, with c;oldish yelloF overt ones . Th i s was Hi s Exc e llency , 

1:i li l • r ~on .... t · 10 ri l !!', A barrnadot oi t he Gover nment of Gh:.:na to 

t tJnltetl Stat s cf Amerl c r . 11.~.uy ·The El d.er 1 uao • ho had caid: 

11_~1°ays somet hing neF out o f Afri ca . t r Anc t a y it u2.:-- the Africon 

p l cnipot-ntl artes, ' t he strong bronzed men' about who1.. Cou.., t ,,. c , 11cn 

sang nearl y a quar t er of ~ c€ntur y a go , who syubo l i sed t he n ew out 

o:f Afrlc . 

. ir . Halm gr ~eted me briefly , indicvt ed t hat •re would meet l a ter 

and tl'en hurried out to the waiting c .... r . And then Mr . Dov e , t he Pr esa 

Att chet took ch rge of me . 

Gordon Dove as a t bickset man in h i s l a t e t hirt ies with an 

ir of r rve about him wh ich I l ater sa . f .... 11 \'ay from hin co m'1 l et e l y 

at n i nti, t party of f ri ends . H was now at the 'ashlnt ton .Embacsy 

tno 1 h h 11ad been in 1 i G country ' n serttce s ince 1956 . He had only 

b cm posted to Wa8h1n: to.a ln FclJru~ r y of 1961 . He h ad "Jr Gviou" ly 

b i ri th Gh n I nform.:..tlon .b r vlc GB a t ho11c and t h i s was hi"' firrt 

ov :i.· e• ... s o t i ne; . B11t h e u·1 e no . t r t::nger t o 1,ashi n""'ton or t he Unit ed 

tH.1tes . E had s tud i ed a t .'o ar d Univ ernlty b e t ,·ec.,. 1949 ... nd 1955 

!iw.l ha. eur ned ·1. ·1vs er' d,e •r ee 1n Pollticrl .Jc1 v1c ... ~; and l a ter, 

r, · ) 195:i t o 1956 be h i e i:.ud i cd jryirn 11 .,.., a t Bo"'ton Univ( rsi ty . 
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I said : 11Knou i ng t he St ates means tha.t you have not had any r Pal l y 

reriouo pr obl emb of "'djus t ment ? tt . 

The hint of a s1 ile flickered across h i s f ,:ice and was gone . Then 

he @egan to t ell me about t he s tructure of the embassy . I f el t 

squashed t hou~h it had been done mor, t ;:>olitely . After a l l , I hid 

s~id t hat I ·anted t o di scuss t ho structur~ of the embassy and not 

h i R )er son11l problems of adjust ment . By v1hat rlght di d I pr esume t o 

ex~ect hi m t o r eveal his per sonal problems to a s tranger. None of 

t hlo was said but it was t her e, a thin thread of underst anding bet ween 

us . 

v"<ohana had ac riieved i ts independe~c- on the 6th of March , 1957 

and the Washing ton embassy ,as opened on the same day . The ChEncer y 

wan t hen s ltuatod in the Olpont Cl&rcle Bui l ding on Connecticut 

Avenue . Th first .Ambassador, r•r . C .A. Chapman , served f'rom 1957 

to 1959 when he was r epl a ced by Mr . Ha l m. The pr esent embassy buil ding 

wao occupied mutxaccnntrul in Ma r ch 1957 . 

I mentioned t} , t, it lo'J1.r"'d ov"rcro d"d . Ye3: that ua 0 one of 

tl ... c- probl ems . I l r .,... 1ed l ater from a St ate D,..,J, rtrrent 9ourc ,.,. t h~t 

th Ghpna1ann had had some diff i culties in t heir attempt~ to ~u t 

up t heir O\'ffi bui l ding . 

The present embLssy s t aff concist r of 35 of whom e l ~ven ar e 

Ghana i ans . Two of t he eleven ar c on temporary a ointment . At the 

h cnd of the embbasy is the .A..11bossador, t he poli tic"'l head of t he 

whole Mission, whose t er m of office i s normally for t hr ee yc!lr "' . 

Then t her e is the Counsellor who i s the civi l ·er vice !'nd ud"';li n l s trativ 

head of the embas~y . He runs the day - to- day affa irr of t he embaqsy . 

Belo 1 him are t~:o F i rs t Secretaries , one conc< r nc-i wi t h polit icl' l 

affairs and the other with economic affa irs . Next t her e i e one 

Se ond s cret ry who ic- concer ned with administration . He i s fo l lov·ed 

by t wo Third SE Cr' 3 t Prics , one i n cnPr e of t he Regi s t ry and t he other 

i n ch~rge of security . One of the current Third Se cr et ~r ier i r a 

Cbana1an woman . The Counsel l or , nd Secr etc.1r i eo ar e member £' of the 

~hana Foreicn f-ervl c r- - t houeh one of t he Third Secretar ies in this 

1nstance was on <'Condr.iE"nt fron the Ghana Home Civil Service . In 
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addition t her e i s an &iuc~tion Att ache who has one ass i s t ant and who ~e 

business i f! to look after t he interests and '•!elfer e of a l l Ghenqi o.n 

students in the United St at~s . And finally ther e was Mr . Dove himself , 

the Press Att<•che, whose job I di d not need to be told anythi ng 

about . 

The d~il y routine of the embaasy began at nine in t he morni ng 

and ran till t helve- t hlrty in t he afternoon . Then t l-iere uas a break 

t i ll t wo when the embassy opened again until five - t hirty i n the 

aft ernoon . But of course t he embassy ' s senior staff had to go to 

n V'St number of evening functionc and the .IDnba~sador hi mself went 

to oome function ever y day when he was i n 1ashington . The enbccsy 

itr-el f thrcu an avcragE of thre0 dip)lomc.tic 1nrties/ ever y wrek . 

We had spent OV( r an hour on the s tructur e of t he embassy . ruring 

t hat time t he phone had rung sever al times . Dove h s d e ither s cribbled 

hurried note~ on a pad or e l se said h e would c~ll b1ck soon. Hi s 

secretary, t he young coloured A~crican mi ss , hld a l eo come in with 

Ahe,...f of pa er ..,pverl l times . A pill"' of work he d bui l t U"':'> , e:o I 

dc.}idca. to p ck up . : ::.11e, the ic e had been br oken . Ther e v·ould be 

ti to , l ater , for u e to go into the .i)roble, s of adjust ment and t h 0 

11kn. 

But Just ar I pr 0p~r ed t o get u~ , ~vc raid: 

"That qucotion of your s ..... " 

There \'as no need to say wh i ch of t he many questlono he meant . 

I Paid "'Ees?" 

"It i s oaslcr for t hose- of us who kno· our way and of course we 

try to protect th< n~1- com~rs too . " 

"Ho\l' do you cope ":Tith it?" 

He shrugged e l1f.ht l y . 

"We are her e on our country ' s bu"inese , and so we do our work 

and go home . '' 

"What Pbout entertainment?" 

·•we enterto.in among ourselves . Ther e ar e t he officia l ,R-rtles 

t,ut apart from t hose we don 't go out rrruch . We ar e here t o do a j ob ""nd 

e avoid t rouble . " 

"You h·lv a family .... 11 The fact oheet had told me he had . 
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" life nnd young daut:h t er . " 

" When you la.v (., a day to yourself, r.i free Sunday, and it i s a. f in 

war m day . . . . .• " 

Hi eyes l aughed at me wit h a hint od der isi on uhich suggeoted 

t hat I vas pushing the po int too har 1 . 

" 1e go to c n1rch, and t hen we go homo . Perhaps friends c 11 on 

us; perhapc ue ca l l on them: but mainl y Ye go ho ''"' . ' 

I said: "I undPr sto.n d hou31ng l s one of your mont urgent pr obl em" . 

He said: ''Yd~ . " and left l t ther e . I did not pr ess h i m thi s 

tine . Inst ead, .-Te arranged to meet agai n and then I l eft . 

Ther e wus a woman with t wo young boys in the r c c e tlon roo"1 . 

The t ~o boy~ seemed v er y excited . From t he snatches o f t a l k I hear d 

it seemed t ho t they wer e f indin~ out det a i l G f o r a trl p to Ghan a . 

A f ine , oteady drizzl e h .. d begun '•hi l e I I as 1n Ik>v ,.,. • s offi c e 

and i t sudden l y made Washi ngton seem as s ticky 9.Ild door ensing ro the 
f c.c od 

h ouP i ng prob l ems/by a vast n u~b or of ~t ho Afr i cvn dipl o~~~a in i t . 
t.w-J. (1) th~~~ A--c~ 

On May 31s t, 1961 F.duar d R. Hurrow,l eddrc-esco t he t ionc.l Pr ef)? 

~~ h~ ~ '6 (1u Club in , , h1nr t on and found 1 t nec es< r y t o refer .;to It • . lti=Li nr 
~t, 

pr obl em$~ t e 1'.frican dipl omat s . He said: "Her e i n fashingt on, for 
~ 

exampl e , thPre exists a r:ruch unre orted incurnb1~ance on our Afric n 

r elations that can l ose u s as much i nfluenc e as anything t he Soviet s 

mi ght clo . lher e do we hou se Afr i c o.n d i p l o:t'1t s i n ou r c itc..l ? These 

a r e r epr csentative9 of Negro nations l ed by NPcro l eaiPr s . I t i r b r d 

enough t hat t hey r ead headli nes of Birmingham bu bur n i ngs and 

beatings . It i t even worse t hat t hey find it near 1~ o Pglb l P to l ive 

i n t he co.pi t a l of our nation . LJ.ndl ords wi l l n ot r ent to t hem ; s chooL 

r ef use their c hi l dr en; r torc>s ,. i l l not l e t t hern try on c lothes ; 

beaches bar t heir f auiliea . Today t her e a r c s om~ 30 Afr i cun 

r epr esent atives in ~,ashi ncton with what i s euphemi s tica l l y c e lled 

' unsati ,... f a ctory hour ing ' . Fully one - t n ird o f t hese ['.r e t ~ r T"led 

emer gency cases . Ther e wi ll b ~ oome 50 mor~ f ani l i os a rri v ing i n 

t he n ext s i x months , 100 in t ho next y ear . " 
~ 

The s t or i es of t he dlf f 1cult1cs encount e r ed j)y A:C.riC4n-di.....,.l~ r r-t n 

in~orch ~ homes Dr r- l e i on . The Amba~sador conc~r nnd t o l d me 
h.. /\ 

o f seci n3 o. s i gn i n t he win do•-, o f a r eal est ~t e gg?Icc::t af!'ency 
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The Ambassador, $~:_ into the office , 

pr 1c <1erite his cnra and asked t o oee t he manager:'~ manager dttl.;r 
Ii._ 

announcing an apartment to l et . 

appeared ~ the Ambassador told him that he would like to r ent t ho 

Th€' manager 

was not to l et to any Negroes , not even diplomati c hc>groes . Not one 

of t he Afr1canc in whose pr esence I h ear d t hi s s tory showed t he 
~ 

nllghtest surL,r i '>e or ohock . To them t h i s Has just one variation ~ 

what had beco'Ile a famil1'lr theme . 

In June of 1961 t h~ Di t t rict of ColuJbi ~ Confer ~nce on C munity 

Develop~ent got a group of volunteers to do a house- to - house canvass 

of 211 ' l uxur :·' a art ment buildi ngs in Northwes t ·ash1ne-ton to find 

out which wer e willing to rent to Afr ican dipl o:iot c and which ,er e 

not . These buildings conta ined a~~roxi mately 24 , 000 apartment unit s 

o~ varyln3 sizes . Elsht out of t hG 211 bulldinge made it clear t hat 
Sa.id t hey 

t hey would Lccept Af rican di plomat s as t ena~t o . 21 buil di ngs/mi ght 

a ccept African di ~lomr t s but the r esoonses v<?r e ambiguous . In 17 

buildincs i t was indica t ed t hat t hey nrob,., b l y v•oul<l not accert African ::: 

- h11t her e too t he r esponcieG uer e ambiguous . In 37 buildings no clear 
"nfwer 

/ was given as t o whet her they would or woul d not a ccept African di :>lomct 

as tenants . In 129 b~ildings it was cl~arly s t a t ed that Afric0n 

diplomat a uoul d not be acc ept ed as t cnPnts . 

In the c se of the eight building□ wher e t heanswer ·ms e. 

definite yes~ to of t he buildings ·er e apart ment - hot~l s, 1t h 579 

a artment units . The other a:trun~ s ix uer e a artment buildings 

exclusively with a tota l of 662 arya.r tnent units . one of t he t wo 

a art ment- hotels ind:lca.ted that in accepting Africans as tey,ant s 

it uouln act as n hotel r ather t han an apartment house , and chor ge 

mont hl y r ents based on dall y hotel r t ~s ins t ead of a monthl y char ge 

e ai lar to an apartment syst em . 

The t went y- one buildings which said t hnt they mi ght accept 

Africans were in t hP 11ain of t he aT11bi guous order of "yes , but re do 

not antlci :>at e any vaca.nc ies, 11 and "·:e woul d be hanpy to put hirl 

appl i cation on our Uc l tlnn 11..Jt 11
• Th i s 1., on e of t he mo 't common 
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methods of getting rid of African applicant s 111thout c us ing a.ny 

embarrassment . The apJl icc.tion i" acc ept ed but not cons ider ed \lhen 

a va cancy occurs . 

In o ther instances in thms cc to"'ory t here wer e conflicting 

r esponses . The resident manar.rer in the building u ou l d giv e one answer 

and t he ai:rent for t he bull d1Ill! would g ive the oppoflite ans'1er . The 

agent mi ght express willingness to rent to Afr1c·n diplomat s but 

t h~ r ea i dont manggDr might expr ess un 1111ngness . In this category 

of the anbi ~ous ' yes I rTer e a l so thoE'e who r efused to t he diecur-s t he 

quest ion and said t heir company ' /:! po l icy uas to con"i e r each 

api11ca tion on an individu a l bas i s . 

Ho ot of t he c ~te histori es in t he sevent een buildings , ·1-J ich 

geve an a mb1QlOUs ' no' to t he qu e s t ion whet her they woul d r ent to 

African diplomat s wer e much t he same as t hose of the aubi guous ' yen ' -

only i n the opJosite direc tion. 

I n the on~ hundr ed and t wenty- e i ght buildings wher e it was 

definitely stated t hat Afr lean '·Tould not be accepted as t ena.nts t he 

r easons f ell into two mo jor ca t egories . Firs t, tl a t African di:- lo ,.,,t ,.. 

were undeoir abl e because they uere Negr,r,es ; f''"' Cond because t hey •rE'r 

diplomat s . In t wenty- rcven caoes t hose in charge of t he buil dings 

gav e skin colour ar their reason for not vantlng t.o rent to Africans . 

Qom0 of th~ objections ~iven wer e : 

"The bullding ,,ould b o va cant in ~O days . " 

"Fifteen t enants watched the r ('Sidcmt I.'lana er when he 

i n t ervie~red an Afr ican diplomat . " 

In 30 c rpes the refusal to r ent ~,as giv en as because of the 

d i plomatic status of t he Africans . 

'" e m:nt only l onr.,- t er m r ecidents . 11 

"Diplomats move every 18 months , and we can ' t nfford 

t o r edecor~te that often. " 

"Diplomats break t heir l eases and viola te t he l ease 

p rovi Pions . 11 

"They entert a in l avis hly with c a t e r '"'r s and orchestrao 

untll 2 a . m. " 

The, canvac;sers found tha t :tnax the:rn obj ctlonJ to di.•lO'llrl t s xaw 
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were a l so expr essed by one apar t ment- hote l oimer who does r ent to 

African diplomats a nd who pl an e to cont inue to do e<b in t he- futu1~e s 
The spokes en in 
/t·he r emalni u • uevent y- one buildings whi ch r efused to have Afric:.?'l 

d i p loma t a ae t enant s oi mply made tho s t a t ement and gave no r easons why . 

Thus , ou t of a tota l of oome 24,000 apar tment unit e 60% uer e def initel y 

not avail abl e f or r ent a l by Afr•ican di pl oma.ts; a. other 7% were mos t 

unlikel y to r ont to African dipl omat s; and 14% h given a doubtful 

' yes ' . If t h i s doubt f ul 'yea ' i s split evenl y Lhe ' yes ' c a t egory 

woul d en joy t he benef i t of a hug e doubt and t h"" 1 10' t otal woul d go 

up to 74%. A f a i r estima t e baaed on t he findi ngs of t he canvass 
0 

l n itlat ed by t he Dis trict of Cul umb i a Confer ence on Cum..."'tl\lnt.ty Rel ationo 

' would i ndicat e that s omet hing like 74% of t he ' l uxur y I apar t men t 

buil di ngs in Northwes t 'o.shingt on would not 1.c c r pt Af r1ca.."1. dil l orn t -s 

as t enant s . 

Harold Cooper , a mounta in of an F.be;l lshman, who had spent y.n 

many year s i n ~shlngton aft er a l ifetime i n the Bri t ish Col onial 

service in Afrlc under a strin~ of Governor s, flt t h~t housing s 

undoubt edl y t he gr<1veot of all tne problems, es ec ially among t he 

younger and not so senior members of A.ric n b esieo . A publ i c 

rel a tions lvi er t the ~tb ri n Ebb say, Coo er is in a pos ition t o 

kno ' . I!os t of the younger African d i pl omat s, he s i d, ar e on sal aric 

whi ch ar-e sm 11 by comparison wit h American st naards . These ar e 

suppl emented by a llowanc es, but a l l the same , f ai l ur e to find a 

suit abl e house or apartment at a r easonable rental of t en made an 

of fic er I s t our· of dut y in \ "'hi ngt on s ometl in of n i t mar e r i h t 

from t he s t art . And dr awin on his Af r ic 1 ex.er lence Cooper r enar ked : 

" I n a vari oty of situat ions in whlch Governors under wl· or I ~er ved 

ler e involved, I found that ~le fort r of f oll l ( oBt of t hem ei t her 

e::~c lus1 vcl y Eur opean r es i dential a r eas or exclusive l y European clubs } 

fell su r pr isin l y quickl b t fore a. r esolute front 1 assaul t . But h" lf 

measur es don I t hel p . r + i s no use lf t he HUli'F i not f ol l owed by t ', 

PUFF . 11 

I f ound t he Af ric n di lorn tic p r tice f cin t ing . They ere 

an 1ntr1p:u1n co bln tion of t lc for 1 nd t int or 1. Th y b : n 
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ear l y and r ru l t e , nd alrnont i nvariably foo d was ser ved in lor1ous 

buffet style % some point l n t he evening . They ·er0 alee the pl ces 

wher e you met t he pco l e xh:e1m you had tr ted unsucc essf u l ly to con t ct 

at t hei r offices f or day . And p eople at ~ t h se par ties see ed to 

speak mor e freely than t hey di d l n t heir offices . An~ o you laked 

u p t he l a t est goss i p nd you hear d about the 1 t t i ncident . 

I t wan at t he Liberian F.inbansy part~ t . t I t the qu i et young 

Fr ench- a eaking di plomat from t he Ivor y Coact . It as after 0° t of 

t he drinki ng and eating and t he a t mospher e ,as r e l xed and easy . e 

t a lked r bout Pari s in t he days s hortly aft er t h war an.a he sound€d 

t er r ibl y homes ick for .Pi r i s . 

"And how do you find Was hington'?" t· k ed . 

He shr ..ig""ed as onl J a Fr enchman can . " It i s not t h€ same t h in,: . 

You know 1 t i s not t he s ... '1'.le t hing . But my count ry rends me so 1 do 

r.iy au t y . But I ant i cl Jate the t ime ·,hen I '.,_m transf erred . ·ashin~t on 

i s - how do you say i t ? - " He c i gna l l d and a younp- di~ loma t f :ro1:1 

on e of t he Ehgli sh- speal~ing African emb ass i es joined u' . "How do you 

t o our fr iend about our t our her e? You know, lt is hard . " 

' The n ew f ello ··' wo.s t a ll nd t hickeet nd t ouered abovP u , broad 

of f a ce and typlc ~ly ,est Afr ican . He threw b ck his heac and r o, r ed 

w1 t h l aught er . 

"He means t h·t 

pos t for . You kn 

l sh i ngton i s wha t you mi ght c 11 a har ash i p 
European 

, i n t he p s t when/ civi l servant s wer E c ot ed 

t o lonel y or d ifflcJ lt o~ den~er ous p l a ces they called t hem har dsh i p 

posts . Tha t ' s rhat ashl ngton l o to u s . " 

"All of you? And do yo .1 / 11 ca ll lt t hat ? " 

" i e don ' t go a r ound sc.., .: 1.g i t bu t \- e f eel it . Someone h s 

suggeot ed t hat t he St a t e Dep 0 rtment ohoulc.'i i ssue ue ~1th t urbans o.o 

we come i n t o_ t he country . This woul d rnoke 1 t pl ain to all the Americans 

t hat ·pe ar e not American N€flroes and 1 oula t herefore b e treat ed as 

honor 1ry whl t e men . " 

TJ:le gent l bitt~r irony \\an l os t on t he Frenc - caking chap 

bu t he nodded and sa i d ye a . And t hen a gr oup of eo l r joinPd us 

and t he b i g • linh- speakl n chap dr i f t ed may . I n r fr cor r of 

tho gar den , hr . A.'Ilbaasador H l r o f Ghc..ma an t he centre of 1 1- r c 
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g roup ,,ho "' eemed to ha.n -: on h i s irorde . He wore h i r colou rfu l native 

cloth , the only one vho d id so, and it made him t he most s trik ing 

figur e a t t he e rty . 

I had d i s cove r ed ear ly in my Washington sojourn t hat t her e was 

a small g roup of peo~l e who a ttended mos t of tle African d1 lomatic 

part ies abou t whom t her e waa an air o f myster y . . eo!')le knew their 

names , peopl e i ntroduced you to t hem, they 1,•cr ch r ing and 

knowl edgeabl e and wer e obviousl y i nsider s , but nobo1.y oeemed t o knoi 

Just what they di d o r wher e t hey cou l d b e f ound when t hf: r e wer e no 

di p lomatic partieo . One such c a, e up to me , seemed to kno'v' me and 

my business and cee ed to ev en know what my l ast conver sation h ad 

b een about . 

"Of course t he African.:) f eel t '1in n pr etty b · dl y . Bu t things a r e 
tJ 

n ot so bad you kno\T , and we a r e making proc1r ess . r:i~-t-r~~Ml-~"'ltf'~ --

NMW,,1::'~ -C.~OW ~lLAf;.r 

t hc t t he person dr i ft ed off . ' 

And with 

nde ed, t he St a t "€ De ... rtment a n d t h e Spe-c--Xe:l ? ro.tocol Aff"' irs 

Be e~ on o f t he Office of ; otocol under Chi ef of P~l 
/ 

Bi d d e ruke a r e doing Lll they can t o m~ke t~ a s easy as 

fo Afr ican d i . lorn t.e . On Jul y 7th l ~th1 ,,'1 n.1 t i a t ed r 

b e w a l est ate ovmcr s and St a t e. Deoartment,; 
/ 

of ~1s t o try and secu r e adequa ~ hous i ng f 

a t s . Out of thaL conference came a Hus f Co mmittee and t he 

D 

d 

ni1 g o f enough apartment \Jullct lngs .l o louse /t;e s t a ff 

n t y - f l v e Africa n ml .,sior& . And t l Votoc~-~ eop l e ex 1-

us pl eased 

t oo often , l fou -1 , t .H .. v ry l ci.uda.bl e e ffort s 

ent o ff iclal s !r:-- RXNXcli m:~ElllU:!ll.CXR:ffE.c::t t o 

ta from d i s c r l ~ natio h a v e made an unhappy 

otcct Afric~n 

t he 

,fric ~n"' ,A r awi ng up l;s t e of r est aura nts and oth 
/ 

. l a ces wh er e t hey 

ould/ welcome seem t o man~ Africans a s ingul r n ~iv~ admi suion 

f t ~e f r avlty of t he s ituation . Rn d I mocker y ~ on s ome 
l /' • 

~ ' icanJ for t he i dea t hat t he St a t e Dep~ rt ~ent ; 1ou l d subsidi se an 

I terna tlon,-f Club \ h er e Afrl c n dip lomat meet AMerica n s " 10 
,I --- --

•' do not ob ject to t heir colour. And I f ound s trong r SE'nt .., 0 n t 
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a tte1rtp ~ keep t abs on t .. own trips made by 11: ort nt / 

diplomats so 
/ 

took 

place . I once hear d both ~ 

An Ambassador was t -velling to p t the kno 1 cdg 

gent ,11 tll whom 
I J 

' or anybody at the 

he booked infor 1c concerned 

t he phone . 

~nd the J f3c1al 

the Ambas/4or arrived 

was r ec~ ,l r oyally nd 

everyth1n ~ 

t he ir was had. been "1~~ 

e dir lorn1:1t con 

subte rfuge to try 

sit uation . It 

any t 1ven Pctio. i s 

on 

t hat a good job had been 

e other hand , saw thio as a 

aec1ve him as to t h€ r ~~llty of t he 

a question of t he an5l e of v1s lon from 

seen . But certa inly.!__lt seemed to ~t 

.di- ~~i;;::;::::::rr,~ ~ ~ ;;:;"';u~n~;:::y~~~~r:,l~c~k~3-;, pr ohl , • -~ 

flung abou t 

Counsellor of the GWnfl E:nbcssy, was 

and E .M. Debrah, 

He \/8S in high 

spirits . 

11n 1y ar e ~~tandin here alone? Come arid meet some _ eo Jl e . " 

He . poli shed diplomat 

who could a..'1d a 1d ho d h1a own ,·1th tl e be t di lo ma tic brains t hr-r 

we:ee . 

"I ao th1nk11g of t he probl ems you Africans cre:ate by your 

presence . 11 

pulled r:ie a long 

all t he l at est 

embassjly my:1 

the AmbasJad 

work tonight!" Anc'! wlth t hat he 

neu arriva l o from Africa w110 had 

of what was appening in Ghana . 

t he senior fore 

t he whole • 

This he 

service officer a t t he Ghana 

under t he ~o+ltic2l direction of 

quiet , unhurried efficiency 

learnt 

He 

t he British Ghana became indepGndent . 

on~ of the f lrst eight young Ghanai ans w½o ,.ere sel ected 

i gn service in 1955 . He was an Honouro ~r ~auat P 

College in Ghan and he had r ead 

London Sc'1ool of Econol"lice . fhile 

w· s being built up he \ s att nchec to the 
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British EMb~gsy in Paris . After Qhqna noh1Pved her independenc in 

1957 D.3brah was sent to Liberia As First Secretar y to her embassy 

t here. He wont to Cairo d!? First Secretar y in 19 59 and a cted as 

Cc;r·tr e a •~ffaires for severa l ~onths before he ,as poot ed to 
-:r "' ., 
_ ,ihi ton 1n l ate 1960 . 

For Debrah t he spell in "feypt had been the greatest f.rr . In 

Brita in and Franc e he had been free of any eense of colo ~r . But in 

Egypt he had experienced t he ~1glhtj.yof being bl ck . 

I a ent my 1 s t evening in Washin~ton at a ~ rty a t D""brah ' s 

home in the f ashionabl e Ar r yle Terrace in ~or t hwes t ashinr ton, a 

whitP r caid ntial a r ea of beaut i ful houPcs . In odd T>1oments between 

entertaining his other guest s we h d snatches of conversation t hat 

wer e no nore th<in eYJ.::-dowy hints a t some of t he- frustrations ex~er i cn ced 

by t he Africans . 

For nea rly all of t hem t he tour of dut y in the capita l of t he 

western world ,ras a rough period in t heir di 'Jlomatic C"lrecr s : a period 

s p~nt a t a ' bar dship por t' . Some unier ttood t he problemo the Amcric ~n 

government r ~c Pd . Some wer e appreciativ e oft e efforts to make t heir 

stay easier . Some had made genuine and endurim:. friendships . And a t 

t he Ambassadorial level t hins were often as smoot h and easy as 

DOl"Sible . But htnr.E!X.~ houever t .ringe were for them, whatever- their 

i mpact on the ashingt on s c ere or the American s cene, I found most of 

them on guar d ! , tcnful, braced for t he i nc i dent that, could suddenly 

happen to even t he most highly p l aced a:nong t he:i. . 

And t eee are t he people who gr eatly influen c e the policies of 

t heir ~over nments t o t he United ::,t rtes . To an outelcer like myrr->lf 

t he thought c me natur all y: Will t he Gtruggl e for t he goodwill of 

Africa be los t ln Washington D. C. ? 
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0I.c;RAPHICAL NCTES 

E . M. DEGt.AH 

Mr . E. M. Debrah was brrn in Ghana en 9th 

July, 1928. His father is a Me t hodis t Minister wh0 is 

nnw in charge rf the largest Methrdist Church in Ghana . 

He was erlucated at t w~ of the best Sec~ndary 

Schools i n Ghana, Mfant sipin anrl Achim~ta Schnols, and 

at the University C.: llege of Ghana where he tc'1k .:\n 

tt cnours Degree in Hist ory. Mr . Cebrah later spent 

s cme time at t :-i "' L~.nd,.n Schoe l of Economics reading 

Internat i~na l ~e l ations . 

Mr . D9 ~r~h was one ~f t he very first Ghanai. ns 

to be selected for the Ghana Foreign Service. He served 

while the Ghanaian Service was being built up, with the 

British Embassy in Paris . After the ! ;dependence of 

Ghana , M.r . Debrah served as First Secrotary of the Ghan. 

Embassy in Liberia and was for several n<-casinns Charge 

d 'Affaires . Mr. Debr~h arrived in Cairo nn August 1959 

as First Secretary of the Embassy nf Ghana . He acterl 

as Ctarg~ rl'Affair es of tte Embassy from April t o 

August 1960. He is posted to t he Embassy of Ghana in 

Wasr. ir1gtor. wr~ e he is Cc-unsellor. I~ -iv.. .. ~ ~ d, • .__Jr 
~ ~'\,.._ ~ . 

Mr . Lebral1 i :: Lapptl·1 1F1)~:ticri ct i-.~l ha~ ·t-,,w , 

children - Knfi nnd Stella . 
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QUarE : 6 

I decided early in my career t hat i f t he Empire 

di d not put an end to racial discrimination, racial di scrim­

i nation woul d put an end to the Empireo In a variety of 

sit uations in which Gover nor s under whom I served were 

i nvolved, I found t hat the f orts of folly (most of them 

either exclus ively ~European r esidential areas or 

exclusively European clubs) fell surpris ingly quickly eef ore 

a resolute front al assault. But hal f measures don 't help. 

It i sx no use if the HUFF is not followed by t he PUF'F o 

UNQUOI'E: 

Consider the problems of the f ashionable hostesse• 

i n 'fashington. In the old days t hey could safely scatter 

t heir invitations among the 'illlbassi es and all t he guests 

who turned up would be white of at least off-white . 
they t heir 

So JBB: could include dancing in ~ program. 

But now they are faced with the knowledge that while 
ons 

a good many Washingt onim:x in t he top social 

bracket are willing to drink cockrails with members of 

the Af rican Embassies , dancing is thought of as a 

r ather too intimate mutual activity. 

6'Rffiit: 
UNQUOI'E: 

In trying to ~et apartments for younaer Afr i can staff 

members -i■111■ tcoH7 esped:ially gi 1 ls) one is often met )y 

the ton~e-in-cheek arl!ument: 11 lfe have no prejudice ai ainst 

color. Ue 1d be i lad to take her. But we ask you to consider 

very seriously whether she would be happy hereo" 
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UNQUCfI'E: 

Not hing can alter t he _act that, at the most 

crucial stai e of its hi st ory, the United States is stuck with 

a southern city as its capitalo 

UNQUCfI'E : 

Monti omery County stands put as a haven f or Afr ican 

diplomats who wish to see somethin~ of the American c~UJlt,yside 

durin~ their evenin~s or weekendso It is now the wealthiest 

counjj, in the United States and its populatioj includes 

a lar~e number of civil servants and professional men 

who nf are "liberals". It has recently completed (first amonr 

all Maryland counties to do this) it• plan for total inteiratio• 

of schools. Sceptics say this has been achieved with such ease 

only because there are comparatively few ne~tes in the county. 

Fact remains that African ctiplomats can and do avail 

themselves fr•ely of fac&ilities at, for instance, the 

fashionable and expensive Normansty Farm restaurant. 

UNQUCfI'E :· 

One African diplomat su:gested, not altogether faeetioU$ly, 

that one solution would be f or the State Department to issue 

turbans to all incomin~ African di plomats at their port of 

e ntry •. This would make it clear to all concerned t hat they 

were not Amer ican nei!l"oes and could t heref ore be t•eated as 

"honorary white men". It is a fact that f or years Africans and 

Asians have been usini the turban (and "native" dress i e:aerally) 

as a means of avpidin~ di scriminatory practi ces in t he U.S. 

An early example. Ratu Sir Li.la Sukuna, senior chi ef of Fioi, 

r eturnini home from the UK af ter distinguished military serviee 

in the First !for ld 1,/ar.) 
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UNQUCYI'E: 

Few African diplomats relish cr ossing the Potomac. They think 

of the whole of the IB bel ow it, right down to the Gulf, as unfriendly 

territory. They associate it ,,,ith the discomfort of long car ride a 

t hro~h townships in which they cannot try to buy a ~al, or even use 

a rest room, without facing the risk of being insulted. Generally 

speaking, State Department invitations to EI!lbassp per sonnel to t r avel 

in the South and see what condit ions are real ly like are received 

with suspicion. Said one African diplomat: 11 I don't want to be used as 

IJQDpipi■c■ ~ a shpwpieoe. If they want to prove to the southerners that 

nei:roes are actually people , they can send Louis Armstrong." 

UNQUarE: 

Older Embassies have greater patience. Liberians and Ethiopiau 

tend to take view that , deplorable as racial conditions in some 

parts of the US may be, they XD[ constitute a domestics problem in 

which forei~ diplomats should not intervene . There is also in this 

attit ude a t ouch of the belief that there is such a t hing as beiK 

proud enouah to be impervious to insilts . But IJILUPli representatives 

of the younger states see in discr imination a relic of the old 

Cokoni alism ·1hich they have thro1m off in Af rica and shoul d not ee 

required to tolerate elsewhere . 

In any case (said one diplomat) "the Unit ed States is suf feri~ 

f rom international halitosis . In t hat sort of situat ion your best 

friends will tel l you and will help you t p find a remedy. " 

UNQUarE : 

Some of the State Department plans to deal with the situation 

(such as drawing up lists of r estaurants, etc where Afri cans will be 

we l come) seem to Africans to reflect a singularly naiwe admis sion of 

t he gravity of the problem and to cancel out auch of AmericaJI publicity 

UWI L
IBRARIES



4 

abroad which seeks to promote t he idea that t he racial picture in 

the US is not as black as i t' s painted. 

A sugeestion that the State Department should subsidize, with 

millions of dollars , an Internat ional Cl ub where Africans and Amer icaas 

who don 1 t object to t heir color mar could meet in an atmosphere free 

of pr ejudice smacks (for some Africans) odt an attempt to herd black 

diplomats into a neon-li~hted, air-conditioned social ghetto. 

QUOI'E : 

Housing is undoubtedly gravest probleDlll. Most of the youn~er 

members of African Embassies (l ike thei r European and Asian counter~arts) 

are on salaries which a.re small by comparison with luxurious American 

standards . These salaries are supplemented by allowances , but 

failure to f i nd a suitable house pr apartment at a reasonable rental 

. JIJlllix:iJcxK may make an officer ' s tour of duty in ~,1ashineton somethini 

od a nightmare right f rom t he start. 

QUOI'E : 

It i s unf ortunate t hat di scrira.inatih often rears its~ nasty 

head in places where it i s least expect ed. Fiaance Minister Gbedemah of 

Ghana was r efused a i lass of oran~e juice in Dover, Delaware , 
give him 

and Pr esi dent E:isenhower had to ~ breakfast at the 

White House to put things rights. Charge d 1Aff ai res Fitzjohn ~f 

Sierra Leone , carefully selectin~ a restaurant belon~ing to the same 

chain which had sworn neverx to repeaj) the Dover blunder, was turned 

away :f~ in Hagerstown (?Maryland or Pennsyl vania) 

and the Mayor had t o organize a civic reception for him as an 

act of co~lective penmtence. Both t hese incidents happened well 

to the nor th of t he Potomac, i n areas Hhere an African di plomat 

ought tp be able to breathe (and eat ) freely. 
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UNQUOTE 

K I V that, although Liberia was f ounded by the Amer i cans , 
nee 

t he r ecognition of its i ndependema,,ra;: (1847) quick to come f rom 

KEuropean count ries was held up in lS until midway through Civi:JL 

~ar because souther n pol iticians coul d not stomach i dea of 

havi ng a negro ambassador i n ·1ashington. 

~ 
UNQ'UOl'E 

A good many Afri cans have expressed di smay at the doci l ity 

wi t h which the neero accepts his lot in t he US o (Student s in 

particular have said that , during attendance at negr o school s in 

south, llhat t hey found unendurabl e was not the discr iminati on they 

encountered but t he placid negro resignat i on t o i t . Thus, agitation 

which i n the US appears extremist and is ofteh l inked wi th Communist 

subversion , to the Afr i can national ist appears wnak- kneed and 

ineffective . 
UNQUaI'E 

~ 

I t shouldn' t be supposed that t he ~ ori:di nar y 

people of Washington are apathetic about thi s . There are all kinds 

of informal groups operatinz behind the scenes i n the patri otic 

conviction that their cit y i s f acing a crucial test and had better· 
emerge f rom it with at l east a passi ng gr ade . 
~~. The impr ovement ix 

moved t o 
s i nce I ~ this area six years ago has been enormous. 

But we are .DD01pe, i n this as in so many thi ngs , cau.'.rht LlP in a 

race against t ime . ·;e have to try to come t o our senses t oday, 

not next week or next month . 

UNQUCYI'E 
gr oups 

K I V lack of common bond between .!llJU8lri..t:: which suff"'r 

from discr ir.:dnation. Sad exampl e of Jewish r eal estat e man who 
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will seek to impr ess you by sayi ng that t he houses he has to 

sell are i n an area where "you won I t be troubl ed by the negr oes11 o 

Ter ms of purchase of houses in many parts of ilashington 

and i t s Maryland and V;l.rginiax suburbs contain covonent that 

propert y will not be sold to or occupied by persons of negrc 

race . This clause is be l ieved to be unenfor&a.ble in l ight of 
ed 

r ecent Supreme Court decisions . But Dean Rusk i nsist on havine 
clause of this kinj 
tt struck out of his agreement before he bought house in 

Georgetown. 

It i s alleged many a~reements incl ude similar clauses a 
barr ine 
~ Jews (and even I tal ians) f rom ownership or occupation. 

UNQUCJ.rE 

As sampl e of half measures: Private school s which have 

r e l axed col or bar to exteht of adroitting North Africans (Arabs) but 

not Sub-Saharan Af ricans (negroes) . 

In general , Headmasters and staff of private school s 

are ahead of public opinion in this mattero 

UNQU0I'E 

Insensiti vity: Clark Clifford part y f or ·1illiams : 

"The Conaol ese have ,-,elcomed the appointment - Tr.ey' ve put 

Soapy on the menu already. 11 11 Ne"1 TV show - Eat the Press ." 

I f Africans expected t o f uffaw , idea mistaken. 
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GHANA 
Information· Section 
Embassy of Ghana 
2139 R Street, N .W. 
Washington 8, D. C. 
HObart 2-7600 

Ghana Information and 
Trade Center 

565 Fifth Avenue 
New York 17, New York 
YUkon 6-0500 

• • I ' I• 

• ' • ,o • • I ,, ,' 

BIOGRAPhICAL SKETCH 
HIS EXCELLENCY WILLIAM MARMON QUAO HALM 
AMBASSADOR OF GHANA TO THE UNITED STATES 

. ' 

Mr. William Marmon Quao Halm, Ghana's Ambassador to the United 
States, was born at Akuse, Ghana , on July 24th, 1902 . He was educated 
at Wesleyan Boy's High School in Freetown, Sierre Leone, the oldest of 
England 's African Colonies, where i n the early days, the most advanced 
educati onal institutions in West African Colonies exi sted and the wealth­
iest families sent t heir sons and sometimsa their daughters to school. 

The Ambassador was, however, to make his early cereer one of 
business, He went to work for H.B. W. Russell , a mercantile firm which 
later was merged into the UDited Africa Company, a subsidiary of Lever 
Brothers, one of the largest ~orporations in the world snd important 
commercially in America. 

Later, Mr. Ha]m served as a member of the Accra Town Council, 
was Treasurer of the United Gold Coast Convention party, a national pol­
itical organization, changing his allegiance in 1950 t o the Convention 
People's Party, the present ruling political organization in Ghana and 
which he has also served as first President of the Accra Branch, and the 
National Treasurer. 

His Excellency has been Chairman of the Ghana Industrial Develop­
ment Corporation and its 24 subsidiary corporations, and first President 
of the Black Star Shipping Line. He wa s also a member of the British 
Counci l, the Board of Governors of the Accra Academy Secondary School , 
Treasurer of the Ghana Red Cross Society, Lay Magistrate of the Accra 
Juvenile Court, and has served on several trade missions to var ious 
parts of the world. 

Furthermore, he led a goodwill miss ion with representatives of 
Morocco , the Sudan and Tunis to plead with various countries to help 
stop the war in Algeria. 

Mr. Halm entered di plomacy when he was named the first Ambassador 
of Ghana to Israel. It was from that post that he was transferred to 
the United States in 1959. 

Poultry farming and gardening are Mr. Halm1s recreat ions. 

He has seven children, two boys and five girls. 

Th ia release ia ft led with the Department o'f Justice, where the registration statement of the Government of Ghana Information Section under the foreign Agents 
Regiatrotion Act ia avai lable for inspection. Registration under the Act does not imply approva l or disapproval of thi s release by the Uni ted Sta tes Government. 
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It might have been easier to send you the complete edition - - there 

was so much about "folks" -- but it would have been a lot costlier. I did think 

you'd be interested in what was said a loout "Kwamina" on Sunday and the review. 

We've thought, as Bill probably told you, that the whole thing got started after 

"Udumo" had made some rounds . The last I heard things were going well in 

London but you '11 probably be hearing more directly after the opening (Nov. 2). 

How is eve! ing and everybody? 

I expect,\o hear from Daphne around Christmas, yes? 
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I NS SCORED 
BY LOUW IN U. N. 

Violations of Human Rights 
Laid to Apartheid Critics 

By RICHARD EDER 
Speelal to The New York Tim ... 

UNITED NATIONS, N. Y., 
Oct. 23-South Africa took part 
today in the United Nations 
debate over its racial policies 
for the first time in fifteen 
years. 

As discussion or South 
Africa's apartheid policy began 
in the General Assembly's Spe­
cial Political Committee, For­
eign Minister Eric H. Louw said 
that "false and totally baseless 
charges" against his country 
had been ))'lade and would prob­
ably be repeated. It is his inten­
tion "to expose the falsity of 
these charges,'' he said. 

Mr. Louw indicated that his 
delegation, if pressed, would ro 
on the offensive and throw 
back any charges made against 
South Africa upon the nations 
making them. He said: 

"My delegation will not hesi­
tate to show that the practices 
complained of "' "' "' take place 
also in the countries of several 
of the complainants or of those 
delegations who support them; 
in other words, that the com­
plainants and their supporters 
have not con1e to the court of 
the United Nations with clean 
hands." 

Violations of Rights Charged 
In today's speech, which he 

term~d "a preliminary state­
ment," Mr. Louw accused sev­
eral African nations of various 
violations of human rights. 

In one nation, he said, there 
had been "a virtual dictator­
ship of one political party for 
eighty years." In another, he 
added, "hundreds of people" are 
being detained, including "prom­
inent members of what remains 
of the Opposition party in that 
country, and also certain labor 
leaders." 

Although he did not name the 
countries, Mr. Louw presumably 
alluded to Liberia and Ghana. 
He also mentioned the Soviet 
Union as having committed re­
pressions in Hungary and else­
where. 

Since African and many 
Asian members are strongly 
opposed to South Africa's poli­
cies, the aggressive line taken 
in the Assembly by Mr. Louw 
is likely to pt·oduce some sharp 
(?Acounters during the debate. 

When Mr. Louw in the gen­
eral debate Oct. 11 assailed 
other African nations for en• 
couraging racial \ dissension 
within South Africa, the As­
sembly passed a highly unusual 
vote of censure on his remarks. 
After th!, Ghana let it be 
known t at she · was seeking 
support r a resolution to ex­
pel Sou Africa from the 
United N ions. 

IU!iderincttons Urged 
Other ·ican states have 

been argui Jor a somewhat 
milder resol ion, and it is pos­
sible that so e other forms of 
sancti.ons will be called for 
ins tead. 

The South African Foreign 
Minister again maintained that 
the United Nations had no busi­
nes_s _discussing a na.tion's racial 
pohc1e:;. Up to this year, South 
~frica has refused to partici­
pate in the debate on the apart­
held question. 

Mr. Louw accused the United 
Nations of applying a "double 
standard" by condemning inter­
vention in some instances and 
failing to condemn it in South 
Africa.• 

He cited a resolution adopted 
last year in connection with 
the_ Cuban complaint about 
Umted States aggression, which 
called upon members to refrain 
"from encouraging or promot­
ing civil strife in other states." 

Thls principle was not main­
tained, he said, in the case of 
African nations that are trying 
to promote racial strife in South 
Africa. He mentioned s pecifi­
cally the Cairo radio, the broad­
casts of which, he said are de­
s igned to stfr up the S~uth Af. 
rican native population. 

Cuba, the Soviet Union Ethi­
opia and the United Arab Re• 
public delivered brief replies to 
Mr. Louw, reserving their right 
to speak more fully ·Jater. 

The United Arab Republic 
delegate, Mahmoud Riad, said 
it was true that the Cairo radio 
"attacks heavily and violently 
the South African Govern­
ment." It will continue to do 
so, he added, until the apartheid 
noUcv i c: t"!.h~naot1 
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Theatre: Musical About Africa Opei~ 
• 

'Kwamina' in Debut at 
the 54th Street 

By HOWARD TAUBMAN 

VENTURING bravely where 
virtually no straight plays 

have dared, "Kwamina" is a 
musical that tackles the chal­
lenge of Africa and its awak­
ening. Since it is dealing with 
a burning theme, it is properly 
not a conventional song-and­
dance show. 

Indeed, Lhe new musical 
that opened last night at the 
54th Street Theatre captures 
something of the furious aban­
don of a people tied to tribal 
customs. In its dances and 
chanting, "Kwamina" sum­
mons up the mysterious spirit 
of a remote corner of an un­
known continent. There is a 
fiery theatricalism in the de­
ployment of this company 
made up largely of Negroes . 

• 
The ambitious aims of Rob-

ert Alan Aurthur, who wrote 
'the book, and Richard Adler, 
who did the music and lyrics, 
deserve respect and admira­
tion. They have attempted to 
dramatize in story and song 
the collision between past and 
present in a West African 
village. Their principal con­
flict is between the fetishism 
of tribal ways and the en­
lightenment ·of science and 
freedom. 

Because [hey are allempl­
ing an overwhelming theme 
in terms of a musical, they 
arc bound Lo simplify. In fact, 
there are places where they 
oversimplify. Their hearts are 
in the right place, but their 
story moves at times like 
well-arranged points in a po­
litical primer on Africa. The 
result is a tendency for some 
of the characters to become 
mouthpieces for a viewpoint 
rather than human beings. 

"Kwamina" also makes a 
few obeisances to easy popu­
larity. Since it is exploring 
new paths, it cannot be con­
demned harshly for holding 
fast to some old landmarks. 
Thus there is disaffecting 
cuteness involving three chil­
dren in an otherwise lively 
number, "The Sun Is Be­
ginning to Crow." "Seven 
Sheep, Four Red Shirts and a 
Bottle of Gin" and "One 
Wife" are toutine production 
numbers that could fit into a 
musical with nothing signifi­
cant on its mind. 

• These departures from 
grace are redeemed by the 
musical's zest for its subject. 
The opening number, "The 
Cocoa Bean Song," reveals 
that Lhe usual procedures of 
Broadway musicals will be 
ignored. Here the rhythm 
and movement of a dance are 
implicit. The approach is 
canny, for when the real 

Terry Ca1·ter and Sally Ann Howes appear in "Kwamina" 

The Cast 
KWAMI NA, a musical. Book by Rober t 

Alan Aurthur. Music and lyrics bv 
Richard Adler. Staged by Robert Lewis: 
presented by Alfred de Liagre Jr.; 
choreography by Agnes de Mille; sun• 
ery and lighting by Will S!evon Arm­
strong; costumes by Motley; musical 
and choral direction by Colin Romoff; 
dance arrangements by John Morris; 
orchestrations by Sid Ramin and Irwin 
Kostal; technlcal consultant, Albert 
Qpoku; production stage manager, 
James E. Wall. At !he 54th Street 
Theatre, 152 West Fifiy.fourth Stroe!. 

~r~r~eb!: : : : : : • : '. .. : : : : : : : • ~io~~~ pi!~~: 
Ako .. .. .... . ..... ..... Robert Guillaumt 

ij1~·. ·.: :·.-. :·.: : ·.: :: •. •. : ·.s~1_1Y_ .i~~.tt~:; 
*~it~;i,i, .. ii>"eteri:::: ::::: :J~~~~~ ti;[~~ 
Kolo . . . . . . . . . . . . Ainsley Sigmond 

~~~a M~~lhl:: .::::::::ROSa~:x ~~:;:e~ 
Mammy Trader ........ ... LIiiian Hayman 

dancing begins, it erupts with 
explosive force. 

There probably is some 
authenticity in the dances. 
The emphasis, however, is not 
on ethnology but on excite­
ment of movement and com­
munication of atmosphere. 
The fetishist invocations at 
the end have intensity, and 
earlier spear apd ceremonial 
dances blaze with muscular­
ity. At the start of the second 
act there is a lovely inter­
lude, a nuptial dance, which 
has a lyrical quality that 
honot·s Africa. 

Robert Lewis, who is re­
sponsible for directing the pt·o­
duction, and Agnes de Mille, 

who has staged the dances 
and musical numbers, have 
supported the authors in a1 
effort to do somethil1g diffe1• 
ent as well as honest. Wil 
Steven Armstrong's sets, it 
their prevailing deep tone 
share in the serious mood. 

As if it does not po~ 
enough problems, "Kwamin~ 
raises the delicate one of 
romance between a white w< 
man and the son of a trib, 
chief. It has been solved wit 
tact, and is vi tali zed wit 
touching taste by Sally A 
Howes and Terry Carter. Ml 
Howes, as a doctor who ha 
worked in and loved Africl 
plays and sings in impressi, 
style. Mr. Carter, as a retur1 
ing native who has Jearm 
to be a physician abroad, reJ 
resents the- new hopes f t 
Africa with modesty and Col 
viction. 

Brock Peters is powerf 
as a fanatical, menacing f 
tishist. Ethel Ayler is a love 
African bride. The wondE 
fully controlled and frene' 
dancel'.S and the expansi 
singers of the company me 
individual citation. 

For "Kwamina" is fun 
mentally an ensemble eff, 
It is principally the flam 
energy of the Negro perfo 
ers that gives the musica' 
mood of incantation ; 
promise. 
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Negro Vote Drive in Mississippi 

ls Set Back as Violence Erupts 

Leader Says Many Want to Register but 
Are Afraid- Officials Deny That Any 

Applicants Have Been Intimidated 

0 150 ~:k :~g:i~ai~~:;1:~i~nci~~z::s~;; WINDS AND TJD ES 
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th
e fran- CAUSE FLOODING 

About 'a week later, John 
Hardy, a member of the student 
group from Nashville, Tenn .. Lower Manhattan and Parts 
organized a voter-registration of Jersey Are Affected 
school at Mount Moriah Baptist 
Church in, Walthall County. 

Along with two of his Northeast winds an a full 
students, Lucius Wilson and moon combined yesterd•ay to 

~!,?i~~~.~~w ~!~~~- Mrs. Peters, the instructor create flood conditions in sec-
LIBERTY, Miss., • Oct. 20-,about 15,000, Is its only city. went to the County Court-house tions of lower Manhattan and 

"I'm proud to see you all," said The rest of the rectangle is in Tylertown on Sept. 7. New Jersey. 
the Negro as he led two white covered by dairy and cattle flu.t.j' ¥ Ait.:ico In affidavits filed by the Water backing up through 
visitors into his tarpapered farmlfarms, cut-over timber l<>nds, a Justice Department with the sewers along the Hudson and 

..,. Toe New York Timts OCt. 24. 1961 E t R • t f t ed 
home ten miles south of here. sprinkling of oil wells and a OPPOSITION: Negro voter Federal District Court, Mr. as iver wa er ron s pour 
•·r know I've got a few minutes few small towns. registration drive causes Wilson and Mrs. Peters recount- into the cellars of at least nine-
to live while you all are here." A recent report by the Fed- ed what happened during that teen buildings. The C_ons~lidated 

This welcome from E. W. eral Civil Rights Commission conflict in three Mississippi visit. They quoted the registrar, Ed_1so_n Comp_ any _s,a,d eighteen 
Steptoe reflects the fear under said a substantial number of counties · (cross hatching). b ld th d t t 
which some members of his race voting-age whites in all three============= Jo;m Q. Wood, as having told ui mgs w_i irec cu_rren 
have lived since the voter-regis- counties were registered. them: had been w,th0ut. electricity. 
tration campaign began in Pike County, in which Mc- attacked and beaten in the "I am not registering anyone T_he first flooding _occur!·ed 
Mississippi's southwestern cor- Comb is situated, has 6,936 Ne- courthouse Yl:rd at Liberty. now. You all have got me in during ~he morning hi!;'h tide, 
ner. groes of voting age_ Wendell R. On Sept. 2.>, State Represent- . . a· abou_t 9.2~ A. _M. During the 

Mr. Steptoe, Amite County Holmes, the Circuit Court clerk at1ve E. H. Hurst, a farmer, couit alld I iefuse ~o re.,,ist~r evemng high tide. about 9:40 
president of the National Asso- and registrar at Magnolia, the approached the truck in which anyone else until this court is P_. M., tides nearly two feet 
ciation for the Advancement of county seat, said some 250 of H_erbert Lee was sitting at cleared up." higher tha~ normal again 
Colored People, appeared reluct- them were on the rolls. Liberty. An argument ensued Mr. Wood then was said to flooded cella1s a_nd streets. By 
ant to discuss "the situation. The registration drive was over an old debt, according to have called to Mr. Hardy and 11 P. M.: electr1c1ty had been 

- "If it's going to do some good, credited with putting on the Mr. Hurst. told him to get out of the office. restored in_ all but two of the 
I don' t mind sticking my neck rolls nineteen of the Negroes "He had l\n ungovernable As he was leaving, the witnesses affected bmldmgs. . 
out " he said "but if it ain't-" registered there. temper," the Representative said asserted, the clerk struck Mr. The flooded_ areas mclud.ed 

Negroes have little, if any The leader of the organizing in an interview. Hardy on the head with a pistol the Fu!ton Fish Market and 
voice ih the democratic process group, Robert P. Moses a 26- Mr. Hurst, who was - armed and shouted: Peck Slip on the East Side ~d 
in Amite County and this is year-old New Yorker: then ':"ith a pistol, said Mr. Lee had "?et out of here.• * * ~nd Wall, Rutgers ~d West Streets 
the "main hitch," Mr. Steptoe turned his attention to Amite Jump~d from t~e truck on tJ:ie don t c?me back _in here. on the West Side. 
said. "If Negroes voted we County whe1·e Negroes make opposite side with a tire tool m In an interview this week, Mr. The Weather Rureau said 
wouldn't have any trouble." up mo;e than half the popula- his hand. He said he had walked Wood said that the Negro stu- northeast winds that had 

'l'heir failure to do so appar- tion. The county has 3,560 Ne- ar~und to, meet the Negro. . dent "came in here and trie_d t~ reached gale force over the 
ently is not a matter of choice. groes of voting age. Only one I d!,dn t ru_n. ~ got no rabbit tell me how to run my office. week-end and a . phen::,menon 

of them is registered and he has in me, he said. . Mrs. Peters said Mr. Hardy known as the sp'.'ng tl~e had 
Says All Want to Register never voted in the county ac- The Representative struck Mr. had staggered from the office caused the flooding. Tue bu­

"Every Negro I know, every cording to the sheriff. ' Lee on the head with the pistol, and subsequently approached reau said a spring tide occurred 
Negro in ,A.mite County wants Mr. Moses a quiet teacher crushing his skull. The Negro Sheriff Edd Craft to make a when the sun and moon were 
to register to vote, but they're at Horace Mann School has fell dead. A bullet was later re- complaint. Her affidavit con- in the right positions to exert 
just afraid," asserted the spent more time in the' area moved from his head. tinued: their maximum influence on the 
farmer. than any other member of the "I must have pulled the trig- ''The sheriff told him he didn't tide. Th'l phenomenon, as its 

Members of that race in student committee. He has won ger unconsciously," Mr. Hurst have no business in that court- name implies, occurs most fr e• 
near-by Walthall County said the grudging admiration of said. house. Wilson walked up at this quently in the spring. ) 
the same fear existed there. some whites. A coroner's jury, all white, time. The sheriff then said to In New Jersey, a. number, of 

"I have always wanted to "Moses is a pretty shrewd ruled it justifiable homicide. John: 'If that boy [pointing to establishments along the Hack• 
register and • vote, but never damn duck," commented George Curtis C. Bryant of McComb Wilson] wants to register he ensack River were reported 
attempted because I was afraid Guy, McComb's police chief. said Mr. Lee's death had dis- knows how to go down to that flooded, and the tide was three 
to try," said Mrs. Edith Sim- Cl s 

O 
. d couraged registrations. Mr. Bry- courthouse and he didn't need feet above normal at the mouth 

mons Peters of the Tylertown a ses rgamze ant is vice president of the you to escort him.' " of . the Elizabeth River. There 
area. . He got in touch with Mr. N. A. A. C. P. for Southwestern Mrs. Heters said the Sheriff also was extensive flooding in 

Amite Sheriff E. L. Caston Steptoe and organized training Mississippi. then told Mr. Hardy he was un- the industrial section of Eliza-
Jr. and other white officials in classes · at a church near the "There has to .be protection, der arrest for disturbing the beth's South Front Street. 
the area denied that prospective N. A. A. C. P. leader's home. not just promised protection," peace and "bringing an uprising The Passaic River overflowed 
registrants had been intimi- After sundown each day, he he said, "because once a man's among the people." She contin- into Raymond Boulevard in 
dated. But the N. A. A. C. P. rode the dusty roads of the life has been taken, he can't re- ued: Newark yesterday morning and 
official and other Negroes ar- back country with Herbert Lee, store it." "John said, 'Will you allow me forced the police to close a 
gued that events here since another ~- A. A. C. P. member, Edito Opposes Action to tell my side of the story?' three-block section between Van 

. August appeared to provide encouragmg Negr oes to attend. r The sheriff said, 'Don't give me Buren and Market Streets for 
proof to the contrary. Mr. Moses went to Liberty Walthall County has 2,490 none of your head, boy, or I will two hours. 

The Student Nonviolent Co- Aug. 22 with three Negroes, Negroes of voting age, accord- beat you within an inch of your Atlantic City reported Its• 
ordinating Committee set up who made a_n unsuccessful at- ing to the rights commission's life.' " worst flooding in more than , a, ' 
headquarters in near-by Mc- tempt to register. A block from report. It shows none of them The Justice Department is decade from high tides. At 
Comb that month for a regis- the courthouse, It was charged, :egistered. However, a source seeking a Federal court injunc- Monmouth Beach, rough seas 
tration dtive in Amite, Pike h~ was attacked and beate~ b

0
y m. Tylertown, the county seat, tion to halt prosecution of Mr. swept over the sea wall at 

and Walthall Counties. The Billy Jack Caston, the sheriffs said that one Negro was regis- Hardy Ocean Avenue. 
Atlanta-based organization was first cousin. Eight stitches were tered recently, following the fil- Despite these events, the ac- ---- ----- , 
founded by Negro college stu- required to close a wound in his ing of a Justice Department tivities of the department and Wh ite Rhodes ians Shun Pool 
dents during the lunch-counter head. suit against local officials. the Federal Bureau of Investi- LIVINGSTONE, Northern 
sit-in demonstrations of 1960. Mr. Caston was acquitted _of Paul !'ittman, then editor gation in looking into incidents Rhodesia, Oct. 23 (Reuters)·=--

T t t D I assault charges by an all-white and pubbsher of The Tylertown in the three counties have ap- Scores of white Rhodesi~ 
arge . 0 r ve jury before a j_ustice of the Times, the county's weekly parently convinced local offi- swam in the ambesi River he-re 

The targe~ 1s a rectangular peace. He explained that the newspape1·, said in, an editorial cials that a change is coming. during the week-end rather than 
area of rolling hills of sa~dy Negro had brushed his shoul~er Aug. 10 that the legal action "The Federal Government, use the municipal pool, now open 
clay and ?wamp!ands stretching and spun around 1:nto a boxmg was not welcome. through our Attorney General, to Africans and Asians. A sign 
sev«':n~y-f1ve m1l~s along the stan~e on the s_1dewalk, the "Its conclusion could open will eventually cause blood- posted about a mile above Vlc­
Lou_1S1ana state ~me acro_ss the sheriff recalled this week. the doors, under Federal con- shed between the races," Mr. toria Falls warns that "bathing 
basms of the A!l'1te, i;ang1pahoa ~bout two we~ks later, Travis trol, to a massive registration Wood said. "That's inevitable. is suicidal because of · croco-
~~~!30~.,e.~ Ch_:tt~-~~~~:~:..- M:: ~.:"~:: __ o!,_~1:~~_:11~~_::_, _ _'.'-_no!~:: ~--~ ~ r~- vo!~:.5.-..!:.1.. _a~ c_o.~~ ~v~~:~~1~~• ~~re f~~~ -t_o_~~ve ~~.: ~:-~u~ __ a?:!~t--~_o.o.__E~,::ip_ea.ns 
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Hammarskjold, Zulu Chief . 
Given Nobel Peace Prizes 
61 Award Made Posthumously to U. N. 
Secretary- Albert Luthuli, a Foe of 

Apartheid, Gets Delayed '60 Honor 

Special to The Nt• YOr1t Ttmes. 

OSLO, Norway, Oct. 23-The the award has been received by 
fobel Peace Prize Committee the Nobel Prize Committee be­
rnnounced today the award of fore Feb. 1 of the year when the 
he 1961 prize to the late Dag prize Is to be given. Mr. Ham­
ammarskjold and of the 1960 marskjold was recommended by 
rize to Chief Albert John members of the Norwegianlj 
uthuli of South Africa. Parliament early this year. 1 

Each prize carries a cash The announcement of the l 
:ward of 250,232 kroner (about,awar._. to Mr. Hammarskjold jl 
35,000). /has been favorably received I 
The 1960 award was withheld here. When the award was an-
t year. Chief Luthuli, a Zulu nounced, politicians from all 1 

:hristian leader, has been prom- Norwegian parties said the de- : 
ent in the Africans' fight cision was in accord with all , 

gainst the racial segregation that Mr. Hammarskjold stood 
olicy of apartheid. for. 
T~e award to the late United "This is a prize to ideals more • 
attons Secretarr General than to a person," one leading 
1arks the second time a Nobel member of Parliament said. 
rize tias been awarded post- Chief Luthuli is little known 
u~ously •. In 1931 the Swedish In Norway. According to press 
r1ter Erik A. Karlfeldt was reports the 1960 prize was 
warded the prize for literature awarded to him in much the 
fter his _death. same spirit as when the prize 
According to the statutes, the committee In 1935 honored a 
lze can be awarded posthu-

10us.Il': 'f a recommendation_f_or C_oJ1tinJ1ed on l"a1te 2.2. Column 

- - ~ ==.,,..====;-:;;-----:::=:: rives hE 
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Foe of Apartheid 
Albert John Luthuli 

ONLY a handful of the 
2,500,000 whites in the 

Union of South Africa have 
ever met a 61-year-old African 
chief named Albert John 
Luthuli. He has never been 
asked to speak on the Govern­
ment radio. His picture rarely 
appears in the white press 
and then only when he 

• is in some sort 
Man of trouble over 

the governing Na­
in the tionalist party's 
News policy of strict 

segregation, or 
a partheid. His winning of the 
Nobel Peace Prize for 1960-
he learned of it yesterday 
while cutting cane on his 
farm in Natal-is hardly 
likely to end the isolation that 
the Afrikaners have imposed 
on him. Since 1958 he has 
been forbidden to engage in 
political activity. He has been 
denied freedom of movement 
outside his native village of 
Groutville, in the Umvoti Mis­
sion Reserve. 

Because so few of the Af­
rikaners-the predominant Af­
rikaans-speaking whites- have 
heard Chief Luthuli speak, 
there is a tendency among 
them to regard him as a dan­
gerous extremist. He was 
among the 156 men and wo­
men of all races accused of 
treason in 1956. But the 
Government was never able to 
formulate a satisfactory in­
dictment against him. After 
the preliminary inquiry had 
d~ged on for twelve months, 
Chief Luthuli and sixty others 
were freed, and the Govern­
mebt later abandoned the 
ca~. 

• Opposed to Violence 
&ctually he is a moderate. 

Chief Luthuli hates violence 
anc! regards extreme national­
Ism as a greater danger than 
cortlmunism. He calls himself 
a _:socialist of the British 
variety. 

'!'hose who have met him 
say their first impression was 
tha't he i;eemed to be a typical 
Zutu chief, simple, courteous, 
rather ponderous and platitu­
dinous in speech. He has a 
sq1&&re, rugged face and talks 
slo'7ly, gesturing with his 
larte hands. He speaks English 
with a distinct American in­
tonation, picked up at schools 
run by American missionaries. 

I!e was never anti-white 
and he has never resorted to 
force. 

As president general of the 
African National Congress; 
Chief Luthuli was intimately 
involved in the defiance cam­
paign that swept South Africa 
in 1952. He helped organize 
demonstrations of the sit-in 
type ag,linst the segregation 
laws. Thousands of Africans 
invaded libraries reserved for 
whites, sat on railway seats 
"for Europeans only" and in 
other ways invited arrest. 

The movement was well 
organized and led. Startled 
that the Africans could be- ' 
have with such discipline and 

" Camera Preu -Plx 
Knocking patiently at 

a barred door. 

courage, the Government 
crushed the movement with 
sharply repressive measures. 

In September, 1952, Chief 
Luthuli was summoned to the 
Native Affairs Department in 
Pretoria and handed an ulti­
matum: he must resign from 
the African Nationalist Con­
gress and the defiance cam­
paign or give up his chieftain. 
ship. 

Chief Luthuli replied politely 
that a chief, by Zulu tradi­
tion, is first the leader of his 
people and only secondly a 
government official. The Gov­
ernment thereupon dismissed 
him. The tribal e lders were so 
resentful of this that no suc­
cessor to Chief Luthuli was 
ever named. 

Summing up his political 
life, Chief Luthuli once wrote: 

''Who will deny that thirty 
years of my life have been 
spent knocking in vain, pa­
tiently, moderately and mod­
estly at a closed and barred 
door ?" 

Chief Luthuli entered the 
resistance campaign an ob­
scure country chief; he 
emerged a public figure. The 
Government tried to stifle him 
by forbidding him to leave his 
home district. Chief Luthuli 
tried to run congress affairs 
from his ramshackle house In 
Groutville, sending out long 
messages laced with Biblical 
cadences. 

The new Nobel Prize win­
ner was a son of an African 
Christian m1ss1onary who 
went from South Africa to 
Rhodesia in the service of the 
American Congregationalist 
Church. He was educated at 
Adams College, an Amerifan 
missionary institution near 
Durban, and later taught 
there before being elected a 
tribal chief. He made a lec­
ture tour of the United States 
in 1848. 

Last year, in protest against 
the Sharpeville massacre of 
African demonstrators, Chief 
Luthuli publicly burned his 
pass book- hated symbol of 
racial segregation. 

Chief Luthuli and his wife 
have two sons and three 
daughters. 
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NOBEL PRIZE GOES ~p~o~~atyo~~m~a~ec~~~itt~~ 
little work you do for further-

TO HAMMARSKJOLD t0tt~e1;~~~at~~n;
0

~~~v~~~e~~ 
lines," he added. 

Chief Luthuli spent yesterday 
Continued From Page l, Col s in his normal quiet manner. He 

• had been confined by Govern-
prisoner in a German concentra- n:ient ord~r to an _area within 
tion camp Carl von Ossiet k fifteen . m1l~s of his home at 

• z y. Groutv1lle m the Zula reserve 
P . -- north of. Durban. The confine-

nze l\loney Goes to Estate ment was imposed because of 
OSLO, Oct. 23 (AP) - The his political activities. 

Nobel Peace Prize for 1960 was A deeply religious man, Chief 
belatedly awarded to Chief Al- Luthuli has maintained great 
bert John Luthuli for his wo k s~renity !n _the ~ace of the offi-

. r 
1
c1al restr1ct1ons imposed on him. 

to e~se t_he e~fects of racial dis- Mrs. Luthuli, with whom he 
crimination m South Africa. jdwells in a small house in the 

The 1961 prize, awarded to fields, said that after he was 
Dag HammarskJold, will go t0 ,informed of the new distinction, 
the estate of the late United Chief_ Luthuli said "~e :,vanted 
Nations Secretary General wh a_per1od of quiet meditation and 

. . • 
0 did not want to see anyone for 

penshed Sept. 18 m a plane several hours." 
crash while on a peace mission I Although he is virtually a 
to the Congo. prisoner In his own land, Chief 

No specific effort by Mr. Luthulf is seldom harsh in his 
Hammarskjold was mentioned comments about Prime Minister 
by the committee, but it may Hendrik F. Verwoerd and his 
well have been his work for Government. 
peace in the Congo that won Chief Luthuli said he received 
him the prize. the honor of the Nobel Prize as 

Observers noted that the 1a representative of his country's 
committee broke with a past Africans. ''In this acknowl­
tendency to avoid controversial edgment," he declared, "I in• 
cahdidates. Mr. Hammarskjold elude a lso many South Africans 
had been under attack from the and friends abroad who have 
Communist bloc for his imple- sympathized with the liberation 
mentation of United Nations struggle and in their own way 
policies in the Congo. have labored for the realization 

By organizing a United Na- of cordial race relations in our 
tions force, Mr. Hammarskjold land, especially between black 
helped stem the chaos in the and white." 
Congo after that nation won in-
dependence June 30, 1960. Award Is Halled at U. N. 
Prize Won by Bunche ln 1950 Spoclal to Th• New York Times. 

Mr. Hammarskjold was the UNITED NATIONS, N. Y ., 
second United Nations official Oct. 23- The anno~ncement 
to win the prize. Under Secre- that Dag HammarskJold had 
tary Ralph J. Bunche, a United been posthumou_sly awarded the 
States citizens, won it in 1950 Nobel Peace Prize for 1961 was 
for his efforts in restoring welcomed by many here tod~y. 
peace in Palestine. ~dial E. Stevenson, chief 

One United Nations agency United States deleg_ate, applaud­
also won the peace prize-the ed the aw3:rd, saying ~hat M~. 
office of the United Nations ~am,1;11arsk~old had g1ve:'1 his 
Commission for Refugees h'ch life to build a community of 
was honored •n 19M ' w I man where love and peace pre-

In the wor~ of th .11 f vail over. the _forces of hate." 
. . e WI O ''We miss him more and more 

Alf1ed B. Nobel, inventor of dy- each day in the United Na-
na~ite and donor of the Nobel tions," Mr. Stevenson added. 
Prizes, Mr. Hammarskjold was The Secretariat issued a state­
chosen by the committee as the ment terming the award "a 
man who had "done the most natural selection" and calling 
or best to further br<;>therhood the late Secretary General "a 
among peopl!!s, ~o abohs~ or cut master architect of peace-mak­
down the standing armies and Ing, a man totally dedicated to 
to create or further the work of building a solid edifice of world 
peace congresses." peace." 

Separate statements were is­
Luthull 'Stunned' by Honor sued by Andrew W. Cordier, 

SP<Clal to Th• N•w York Times. Under Secretary for General 
JOHANNESBURG South Assembly and Related Affairs, 

Africa, Tuesday Oct. 24-Gov- and Dr. Ralph J . Bunche, Under 
ernment Jeade;s declined to Secr~tary for Special Political 
comment last night on the Affairs. Mr. Bunche noted that 
award of the Nobel Peace Prize he_had nominated Mr. Hammar-
to Albert Luthuli. skJOld for the award. 

"I am stunned," Chief Luthuli 
said when he was informed by 
telephone of the honor. He said 
he had not given any thought 
to how he would use the cash 
prize. 

"It is not in my mind at the 
present .moment," he said. "J 
have only been thinking of th• 
spiritual importance of the hou 
and what It means in terms c 
spiritual encouragement and tt 
added responsibilities it bring! 

"You have a feeling of bei• 
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, I British Guiana Leader Meets Rusk 
.. 

A~IOClltf'd Prf'M Wlrtphn1o 

• Secretary of State Rm,k confers with Dr. Cheddi B. l agan 

WASHINGTON, Oct. 23 
(AP) Dr. Cheddi B. Jagan, 
British Guiana's contro\'ersial 
Prime Minister. met fo1 al­
most an hour today with 
Secretary of State Dean 
Rusk. Aflerward Dr. Jagan 
ca lied the meeting "very use­
ful and fruitful." 

Dr. Jagan said Mr. Rusk 
had expressed concern with 
economic under-development 
in general, particularly in 
British Guiana. 

The Prime Minister said he 

1 had n'1t asked for any specific 
amount of United States as­
sistance. When he anived 
Saturday, Dr. Jagan said he 
needed about 2:;,000,000 for 
his $65,000.000 five-year plan. 

Dr. Jagan said British 
Guiana would join the inter­
American system when inde­
pendence from Britain had 
bceen attained. H e said he 
did not ttiink participation in 
the inter-American system 
would interfere with mem­
bership in the British Com­
monwealth. 

Cast· 
7 
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Ali,: Jel!ry NaL Hfrz Virginia Payn• 

"CLANDESTINE ON THE MORN­
ING LINE"- Frances Williams in a 
new 1,lay. Actors Playhouse Tuesday. 

"O MARRY ME!"-Joe Silver in the 
musical based on "She Stoops to Con­
quer." At the Gate on F riday night. 

,Sheldon Secund• 

"THE BUSKERS"-Grayson Ilall in 
a play about itinerant entertainers. 
At 1he Cricket on Saturday night. 

"THE MERRY WIDOW"-Raymond 
Allen in the operetta revival. At 
the Jan Hus House Thursday night. 

~r~bl~~kes 
th

e MODERN AFRICA JN TRANSITION DEPICTED IN NEW MUSICAL 
takes time," he 
~ay to me if I • f 

down every By JOHN s. WILSON bonnet, Mr. Adler began to fill mah's view was, "Change every- "I found my main dramatic ically African in intent-a wel-
four hours, BOSTON. in his _own sketchy knowledgeJlhing now!" _Yet, Mr. Aur1:}1ur k~y,'' Mr. Aur thur said. "in c?ming chant writte~ in _the 
in a few , . . of Afnca. H e read books, he noted, Mr. Nkrumah has since R•charrt Wright's book, 'Black five-tone scale tha t 1s typica l 
,t weeks N EI rHE~ A_dlai Stevenson listened lo recordings of Af- found tribal beliefs harder lo ex- Power: which is a description of African music. Otherwis e he 

il and nor President Kwa~e rican music and he followed the orcise than he had anticipa.kd. of a trip he made to Ghana just has simply attempted lo capture 
in the Nkrumah of Ghana. . JS rapidly developing events in "He's had to make a. deal before it received its freedom. the flavor of Africa in his mu• 
Then mentioned in the c~·edits Aflica with absorbed interest "ith the witch docto,·s, the fPl- He was m a village twenty-five sic because, he says, "an Afri• 

e way :,or the _boo.~, music 0 ~· lyrics of for the next three yea rs. During i~h men," Mr. Aurthur pointed miles out of Accra witn a prn- ean scora. -p,c,· ....,e wn11\d bP. " "" 
,m, it . Kwamma, ~1e musical open- this time he also wrote a pair out. "He has said to them, 'I fessor from the univer sity on bearable to ea rs thaf a re no 
know mg at U1e F1fty-fou~th Street of TV musicals as a means of won't bother you if you d9u't the afternoon of a chief's funer- used to it.'' 

rriting Theatre tomorro':" mght. But adjusting himself to the emo- bother me.' He'd never have al. At dusk the1·e was absolute . . 
both. men contributed to its t ionally difficult task of work- done that in the days when I silence. The village was com-•Autbenticity 
creation. ing alone following the death of knew him.'' pletely empty. With U1is single exception 

took A phon_e call by Mr . Steven• 1his wtiting partner, J er ry Ross. Mr . Au1thur_also remembered "Wright asked why. 'When1the goal of all the elemen~s. o, 

0 
get son on_ his return from a tn? By 1959 Mr. Stevenson's 'a young NavaJo Indian he had a chief dies,' lhe professor ex- the show has been aut~ent1c1ty • 

. draft to ~fnca afte: the 19~6 Pres1- phone call had led Mr. Adler met ron lhe ~avaJ_o reservation plained, 'ten people are called Albert Opoku. a Gharuan chor­
enjoy- dent1al camprugn pro~ded t~e to the basic idea for a musical, m_ New Mexico_ m 1950. 'l'h_c to go with him. The villagers eographer and dance~· _who has 
g was stimulus for the P1'.°Ject. H is qne which would deal with the, tnb: had sent him to the Um-. are frightened and they've run been st~1dymg at Ju1lhard an_d 

said, call was made to Richard Ad· conflicts between the old and vers~t:Y of Chicago to st_ud;y a.way.' Wright said this was Colun1b1a, has served as tcchm ­
•ly. !er, who coll~bora te~. on t he the n ew in Africa , not simpJy,med1cme. When he reL~rned ridiculous. 'Maybe,' the profes- cal consultant to Agnes de Mille 
Me a music and lyr ics for The Pa• the conflict between white and after ten years,_ Lhe new 1deas sor said 'but it's true-tomor- on the dances and has a lso k~pt 

1icida l jama Game" and "Damn Yan• black, but the more deep-rooted he brought w1th hm~ were row ten' people will be dead.' an eye on Rober t,Lewi~•. stagmg 
years kees,'' to r~port on a me~ting in conflicts t hat erupt within Af-lgreeted with great hostility by 'But how?' asked Wright. The 'and Mr. Aurt;iur s writmg •. 

ict. It London with Mr. Adler s f1an• rican t ribes when their own ever?'?ne except the children, a professor didn't know but some- Mr. Opoku s expert advice 
a gun cee, Sally Ann Howes (now leaders try to move them over- host ili ty th~t was only deepenc~ how, he said, the fetish menlwas rejected only once. I n his 
,11

5 
it Mrs. Adler ). From news of Miss night from their old traditions, wh:n he _bt0ught horn~ a non would get it done." script, Mr. Aurthur had men­

;ial to Howes, Mr. Stevenson went on customs and beliefs into the Ii:idian_ girl from Chicago as Beyond the problems raised t ioned that Kwamina mean t 
e. But to describe at length "the most mainst ream of t wentieth-cen- his bride. by tl;e powers of the fetish men , "born on Sunday," a translation 
ig he exci ting a rea in the world"-the tury culture. Sever a l S o lll'CCS Mr. Aurthur and Mr. Adler hav~ that he got from a Nigerian. 
·thing Belgian Congo, a land of con- At this poin t, Mr. Nkrumah But the young Navajo doctor been fascinated by the situation Mr. Opoku pomted _out ~ome­
on to t:asts, he said, _where one could look a hand, a lbeiL unknowing- had no doubt he would win out of native-born white Africans wh~t _testily tha~: m A ccran, 
where fmd _a modern city su~h as Stan• ly. Mr. Adle1· brought his idea eventually. The old chiefs were w~o face the pro_spect of being K~am~,na mean\ born on_ Sal­
a very ley~1lle ~nly a few m1le_s from a. to playwright Robert Alan A ur- dying off, he told Mr. Aurthur, driven out of theu: hom~Jand, _a,uiday. ~;· AUit~~r ob: ~iently 
Jnglish native village where witch doc- thur in the spring of 1959. They and meanwhile he would work group represented 111 then· mus1- changed Sunday to Satur­
better tors still practiced human sac- met daily on a bench in Central with the children and wait. cal by a missionary's daughter day'' bul the cast found the 

n who rifice. Park next ,to the Metropolitan Crossing the outlook of Mr. (Sally Ann Howes) who has~change depressing, It no lon$'er 
(e had Intensive Research Museum of Art to talk out Nkrumah with the s!tuation of ~en the doctor. in K~amina's,had a poetic r ing, they said. 
houses ,. ., possible stor y lines. As theylthe Navajo doctor, Mr. Aurthur village before his arrival. Be- Mr. Aurthur agreed and, despite 
Jitants You ~ave to remem?er, Mr. talked, Mr. Aurthur remember ed has created Kwamina (played cause of h_er pre~ence, M_r . Ad· Mr. Opoku's protests, returned 
·acters Adler said last week m recall- by Ter ry Carter) the son of an !er has wntten his score m two1 • • • .,.. 1 f , 

th • ina the conversation "that five a classmate who had attended Af • h' f h h t d ' d styles - one based on African the Jme to its or i0 ma orm. 

1

. a~~ ye7irs ago most Am; ricans still the Graduate School of Anthro-,m:~~:e ~
11

1
;,

0

~~

0

~ a~~ :e~u;~simusic, the other with a Western Mi·. Opoku took his defeat )'e­
k are lthought of Africa as just a. pology a t the Un iversity of home on the eve> of his country's flavor that he has t ried to s1gnedly. 
icy to land_of safaris and wild ~easts." Pe~ sylvania with ruin . in 1946 independence delE>rmined Lo do mak~ "~~ un-Broadway-like as "I under~~and,',' he said w,it_h 
r fel- With Mr. Stevenson s bee Kwame Nkrumah. In those

1

away with wil<;hcraft and fet- possible. a shrug. Thats show bus1• / 
•thing. buzzing around in his creat ive days, he . recalled, .Mr. Nkru- ishism. Only one of !us songs is bas-1 ness.'' 
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Opera: 'Fanciulla' in Realistic Revival ,.-
' 

Met Production Opens 
on Elegant Note 

By HAROLD C. SCHOJ\'BERG 

ANOTHER season, another 
Metropolitan Opera open­

ing. Last night's was elegant 
off stage and on, with a dis­
tinguished audience and a 
most unusual opera. Puccini's 
"La Fanciulla de! West" -
"The Girl of the Golden 
West"-had not been in the 
vicinity of the Metropolitan 
since the 1931-32 season. For 
this occasion the production 
was borrowed from the Lyric 
Opera of Chicago, which had 
successfully revived the work 
a short time ago. 

The production literally 
follows the directions in the 
score, even to the framed 
motto of the Polka Saloon: 
"A Real Home for the Boys." 
This aroused much interested 
comment from the audience. 
So did the paraphernalia, in­
cluding horses tethered out­
side the saloon. These were 
real, live horses, and the 
Metropolitan must have been 
proud of them. The doors of 
the Polka were left open at 
the slightest opportunity, so 
the audience could inhale the 
realism. 

Realism? Television never 
comes near "La Fanciulla" 
even in "Maverick" or "Gun­
smoke." Minnie makes her ap• 
pearance shooting a gun out 
of a miner's hand. She rides 
one of the horses to save 
Dick Johnson from a lynch­
ing party. Richard Tucker 
looked as well as could be 
expected wearing a frontier 
jacket, red neckerchief, suede 
wesklt and riding boots. 

There is the great poker 
game in Act II. (How many 
aces in the deck ? Minnie 
stashes away a full house in 
her stocking; but on the sec­
ond hand Jack Rance, the 
sheriff, draws two pair, aces 
high. After Minnie reveals 
her full house, aces high, 
Rance should have taken out 
his gun and shot Minnie 
dead. For the previous dis­
cards, not reshuffled into the 
deck, contained those previous 
two aces. Two plus three are 
tive.) There is bloodshed, 
and there is raw frontier 
love (a chaste kiss; Minnie's 
first). There is a faro game, 
11. jealous sheriff and a high• 
wayman. 

But when you come down 
tlso it, "La Fanciulla de! West" 

no more preposterous in 
its librettto than any num­
ber of popular operas one 
ould mention. And musically 
t contains a great deal of 
nterest. This is an opera 
hat grows on one. The first 

few hearings might make an 
~pera Jover wondet· why "La 
anciulla" ever was consid• 

•red for revival; but after 
ne gets fully acquainted with 
e score, many wonders are 

evealed. 
Musically it is infinitely 
ore subtle than the libretto. 
uccini was feeling his way 

pward the glories of "Turan-
ol," and there are in "La 
anciulla" many hints of what 

vas to come. There is, for 
lne thing, a far greater use 
If the chorus than in any 
•uccini opera to that date, 
910. The harmonic palette 
J much richer. And the or­
fbestration is simply magnif-
ent. 

r. The orchestra,Jndeed, is one 
~ the glories of "La Fanci-
la." For the first time In 
s career, Puccini let the 
chestra comment fully on 
e action and the emotional 

!eling of his characters. In 
~e process he cut down the 
110 set pieces. That is one 
•ason why "La Fanciulla" 
s never been so popular as 

rosca" or "Boheme." For 
rhile the :soprano and tenor 
~ pave their atias, neither 
~s a real knock-'em-dead 
~mber, as does Cio-Cio-San, 
• Tosca, or Mimi. 

The New York Times 

Richard Tucker, Leontyne Price and Anselmo Colzani, at 
right, in a scene from the opera "La. Fanciulla del West." 

The Cast 
LA FANCIULLA DEL WEST, opera rn 

three acts by Giacomo Puccini, text 
by G. Civlninl and C. Zangarinl from 
" The Girl of the Golden West•, a play 
by David Belasco; Fausto Cleva, con­
ductor; staged by Henry Buller (debut); 
production lent to the Metrooolitan 
Opera by the Lyric Ooera of Chicago 
and !ht Chicago Opera House; re• 
designed by Gerald L. Righolz. Al the 
Metropolitan Opera House. 

Minnie ................ . . Leontyne Price 

f;;~ t~~!~n: :: : : ·: ·:::::;.~;~~~: l,'\~~~\ 
Nick .. .. ......... . ...... Paul Franke 

~~~ra:: :::::: :::: ·::: :: ·.,11~;:'l1'.~~~ 

Irt :. :: : :: : :: : : : :: : : : ·::: :g:,~~ ~~~;~ 
Bello . ..... ....... ... . George CehanovskY 
HarrY.. . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . Robert Nagy 
Joe ............ .... . Andrea Vells(debul) 
Happy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Roa Id Reitan 

~n,~•nJac1ciiitili11:::: : ·.:: :~~~~~ ~~~!~ 
r.i!\~allace: ·.: ·:: •. :·:::.~~~~~~f! ~1°.9:eil~ 

f~~e P~~~;rder."::::::::::::: "fr~~: i?ri\~ 

The baritone lead, too, is 
constantly on stage, but he 
has only one real aria. That 
is a beauty, Rance's "Minnie, 
dalla mia casa"-one of the 
best things P uccini ever com­
posed. It is short, intense a nd 
yearning, highly chromatic in 
harmony and sbuUe in mel­
ody. Another out -and-out aria 
-there are not too many in 
"La Fanciulla"-is Jack Wal­
lace's extremely beautiful 
ballad in the first act. 

"La Faniciulla" is a long 
way from being perfect, and 
there is a lot of corn in it. 
The waltz theme hummed by 
the miners, later brought 
back as the Minnie-Johnson 
duet, is something that Puc­
cini should have blushed to 
write. It is terribly banal. 
And some of the writing else­
where is too sentimental for 
comfort. But "La Faniciulla" 
nevertheless is an impressive 
work, full of genius, that 
sounds better each time it is 
heatd. 

Last night's performance 
was brilliant. The Chicago 
sets, completely realistic, set 
the mood. Henry Butler, in 
his debut at the Metropolitan, 
staged the performance with 
skill, handling the crowd 
scenes deftly, making the best 
of the awkward situations in 
the libretto. A Western he 
was given, a Western he gave, 
complete with professional­
looking gunplay, cowboys 
(padron, miners) who looked 
the part; and he had his peo­
ple acting with dignity. 

The three principals were 
splendid. Indeed, the entire 
cast was. Of the eighteen 
members in this "American" 
opera, fourteen were Ameri­
cans. Noblesse oblige. Leon­
tyne Price acted well and 
sang beautifully, up to the 
soaring C's that dot the part. 
Richard Tucker had no high 
C's to worry about. 

Puccini wrote one in as 
• part of the second-act duet, 
but he himself sanctioned the 
cut, and it was so cut last 
night, as it traditionally is. 
There was one other cut-in 
the first act; the entire se­
quence where Sid is caught 
cheating at cards. 

Mr. Tucker employed his 
voice to fine advantage. He 
sounded clear, even clarion, 
and he gave a convincing im­
personation. The best acting 
of the evening, however, came 
from Anselmo Colzani as 
J ack Rance, the Sheriff. Aside 
from one or two typically 
Italianate gestures, he went 
through his part with all the 
aplomb of a heavy in a cow­
boy film. And vocally he did 
all that could have been 
desired. 

Fausto Cleva conducted. He 
is a veteran of the Italian 
wing of the Metropolitan 
Opera, and he also was a u: 
friend of Puccini's. Mr. Cleva 
not only worked well with his 
singers-that he always does 
- but he also brought a good 
deal of force and personality t 
to his conducting. In this 
kind of repertory he is first­
class. One could i;o so far as 
to say that he is one of the 
most underestimated conduc-
tors on the Metropolitan staff. ; 

And so "La Fanciulla de! 
West" ended triumphantly, G , .. with the lovers riding into the 
sunset singing addio to Cali­
fornia. (Presumably they 
make a sharp turn before hit-
ting the Pacific.) It is a show 
worth seeing. The libretto is 
good, corny fun; and the mu-
sic has some marvelous things. 
And this kind of tight, accu-
rate production that the Met­
ropolitan Is giving sets off In 
the best light whatever the 
opera does have to offer~ It 
should be around for a Jong • 
time to come, now that the 
ice has been broken. 
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PARTIAL LIST OF APPOINTEES 

1. Dr. Robert C. Weaver of New York City--Administrator for the Federal 
Housing and Home Finance Agency 

2. Hon. Clifton R. Wharton of San Francisco--Ambassador to Norway 

3. Christopher C. Scott of Los Angeles--Deputy Postmaster General for 
Transportation 

4 . Mrs. Dolly Lowthar Robinson of New York City--Assistant to the Director 
of Women's Bureau, Department of Labor 

5. Carl Rowan of Minneapolis--Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
Public Affairs 

6. Andrew Hatcher of San Francisco--Associate White House Press Secretary 

7. Frank Whitaker of Pittsburgh--Special Assistant to the Secretary of 
Commerce 

8. Hobart Taylor of Detroit--Special Counsel for the President's Committee 
on Equal Employment Opportunity 

9. Eddie M. Williams of Memphis--Protocol Officer in Office of Chief 
of Protocol in the State Department 

10. Frank Williams of San Francisco--Special Assistant to the Director 
of the Peace Corps 

11. Frank D. Reeves of Washington, D. c.--Special Assistant to the 
President and now D. C. Commissioner 

12. George L-P Weaver of Washington, D. c.--Assistant Secretary of Labor 

13. Kermit Bailer of Detroit--Legal Chief of Housing Section of the Civil 
Rights Commission 

14. Arthur Chapin of New Jersey--Minority Group Consultant in the Depart­
ment of Labor 

15. Virginia Battle of Boston--On White House Staff and served as secretary 
to the President when he was a Senator 

16. John Wheeler of Durham, North Carolina--President1 s Committee on Equal 
Employment Opportunity 

17. Samuel W. Allen of New York--Assistant General Counsel U.S . I. A. 

18. Harry Bass of Wisconsin--Department of Agriculture 
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19. Geroge Carter of New York--Peace Corps 

20. Charles Duncan of Washington, D. c.--Assistant District Attorney 

21. Lisle Carter--Special Assistant H. E.W. 

' 22. Cecil Poole of San Francisco--District Attorney--Northern California 

23. Roy Davenport of Washington, D. c.--Special Assistant to the Under 
Secretary of Army forPersonnel 

24. Oliver Hill of Richmond, Virginia--Special Assistant to FHA Director 
for Inter-Group Relations 

25. Jake Sinnnons, Jr. of Oklahoma--Regional Mobilization Representative 
Region #4, Office of Oil and Gas in Department of Interior 

26. Samuel Westerfield of Atlanta, Georgia--Associated Director for 
Debt Analysis in Treasury 

27. Spottswood W. Robinson of Richmond, Virginia--Member of u. s. Civil 
Rights Connnission 

28. Mabel K. Staupers of New York--Surgeon Generalgs Consultant Group 
on Nursing 

29. Whitney Young of Atlanta, Georgia--Surgeon General's Consultant Group 
on Nursing 

30. Alice Dunnigan--Equal Opportunity Connnittee 

31. Mercer Cook--Ambassador to Nigeria 

32. John Morrow--UNESCO Representative 

33. John Hope 11 of Atlanta, Georgia--Special Assistant to JohnFeild 

34. The Reverend James Robinson of New York, Dr. Benjamin Mays of Atlanta, 

Harry Belafonte of New York City and Dr. Albert Dent have been appointed 

to the National Advisory Board of the Peace Corps · 
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IN else. OF REPLY TM E 

NUMBER AND D ATE OF TH IS 

LETTER S HOULD l!IE Q U OTED 

EMBASSY OF GHANA 

2139 R S T R EET , N . w. 
WAS H I N G T ON, 0 . C . 

O UR REF. No. 

YOUR REF. No. 

9-64A 

UNCLASSIFIED 6th September , 1961 

' Dear Mr . Abrahams : 

Thank you for your letter dat ed 
13th July, 1961 , reminding me of the information 
you requested . Please excuse t he delay of this 
letter . 

Below please find the required 
information : 

1 . The Embassy occupied this 
building on 1st March , 1957. 

2. The Chancery was before then 
situated at 506 Dupont Circle Building. 

3 . The present number of employees 
is 35, out of which there are 11 Ghanaians . Two of 
these employees are on temporary appointments . 

4. The period for which the former 
Ambassador served at this post was from 13th December, 
1957 to 28th September, 1959. 

My best regards . 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba, Red Hills P.O. 
St. Andrew , Jamaica , W. I. 

GFD/lr 

Yo~ incerely, 

~~oft~ 
Press Attache ' 
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CiuNASS OF HO.tn'lf.',t:ST A.PARi'Ml!;l\.TS 

J\t the requc::;t of the Conference of?. Community Relo.tiono, a groui> of 

volWlteer uo1·ltcrs Wldertouk a house-to-house canvass of "luxury11 apartment 

buildings in Horthuest Hasbill8'ton in order to determine the availability oi' 

apartments for M'rican diplomats, and scmo of the factors involved in willing­

ness or umd.llin61'.less to accept them as tenants. This report sUumarizes the 

findinss of the canvass. 

The analysis includes information on a total of 2ll apartment hoW3eo 

and a:partment-ho·cels which were judged to be suitable as housinB for cliplcmatic 

personnel by reason of location, price range and general character of the 

neighborhood. These buildings contained approximately 24,000 apartment Wlits 

of various sizes. 

Responses to the question of whether or not these buildings would 

accept African dipl001ats as tenants fall into five classes: 

8 buildings clearly would accept African diplomats; 

21 buildings might accept Africans, but the responses were ambiguous; 

17 buildil'l8S would probably not accept Africans, but the responses 

were ambiguous; 

128 buildings clearly uould not accept African diplomats; and for 

37 buildings there is no information of uhether or not an African 

would be accepted as a tenant. 

The Unambiguous ''Yes" 

The ci(iht buildings for which it was clearly indicated that Africans 

would be acceptable as tenants contained a total of l.,241 apartraent Wlits. 

Two of these buildinss were apartment-hotels, containing 579 apartment units, 

and eix of them wore apartr.1ent buildingo exclusively. 
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i'hcre is scmc question whether tbe apartr.aent-hotel.s shoul.d be 

considered as reasonabl.e possibilities; in accepting African tenants, one 

indicated that it uoul.d act as a hotel rather than an apartment house, charging 

raontbl.y rents based on daily hotel rates, rather than a monthly charge sLoilar 

to an apartment system. The other, however, apparently does not follow this 

policy. 

The l\mbiguous "Yes" 

Thie category includes the nine cases in which responses were on 

the order of' "yes, but ,-re do not anticipate any vacancies, 11 "we woul.d be 

happy to put his application on our ·waiting list," or wer~ less than defini­

tive in some other res,l)ect. It is kno,-m that one practice usad in order to 

avoid the embarrassment and rebuf'f often accompwzying a request f'or housinG 

by an African is to accept the application, but not to consider it uhcm a 

vacancy occurs. There is scme evidence that tbis is the basis upon which 

at least some respondents indicated a willingness to accept iifrican tenants 

However, this group of buildings cannot be placed with those who were wmilling 

to house i,.fricans, since attempts to obtain more definite coratitttentt :ailed 

to change the responses. 

This category al.so includes a group or twelve buildings for which 

the responses of resident managers or otber ,a1embers of the building sta.ff 

differed from those of the aaent for the building. The ambiguity arose in 

the followina ,,ay: If 1t were not possible to obtain a definite response 

from someone on the staff of a particul.ar building, the Bureau telephoned 

the managing agency to aslt about the policy followed by that company in all 

of the buildings under its control in Northuest, in order to arrive et aome 

conclusion about the buildiDB for which there was no information. However, it 

sometiL.les happened that a canvasser bad obtained frora some other building also 

managed by the same comp~ a definite statement about the acceptability of 
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African diplcmats as tenants '\'Thi ch was opposite to the general. policy stated 

by the agent. The differences of opinion thus threw both statements into 

question, and it was necessary to classify them as ambiguous responses. 

In these cases, the specific stateru.ents made by the resident manager 

or other staff member about the particular building were given precedence over 

the more general statement of the agent, so far as that building was concerned, 

and i •t was classified accordingly as ambiguous "yes" or ambiguous "no. 11 The 

agent's contradictory statement was taken to apply to the other buildings under 

the ccmpany ts management for which information was not available from some 

member of the building staff. 

Thus, the ambiguous "yes" class includes (a) buildings in which a 

respondent said yes, but the agent's general. statement indicated thut no 

building managed by that ccm:pany would be available to African diplomats, 

or refused to di~cuss ·the question; and (b) buil.dings for which no ini'ormation 

had been obtained frcm the resident manager or other staff member, and the 

agent bad said that the company's overall pol.icy was to consider each applica­

tion on an individual basis. 

11'he Pmbiguous "~lo" 

t-k.ist of the cases in this category are mial.ogous to those described 

in (a) above, but in the opposite direction. These are instances in which a 

respondent in the buildine said definitely that an African diplcuat would not 

be accepted as a tenant in that particular building, but an agent ejther re­

fused to discuss the question, or made a general. stateinent indicatine that none 

or the buildings managed by that company would deny accomnodation to the d:1plcv.e.t 

on that basis alone. This situation accounted for nine of the seventeen 

buildings in the ambi~ous "no" category. 
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Three additional buildings were cases for which it was said that, 

while the respondent would rcf'use tenancy to Africans at the present time, 

he uould be uilling to accept thera if "othero" or a certain proportion of all. 

other buildings uere to do so. 

In i'ive other buildings, the resident manager, who held res.f)onsi­

bility for all rental.s, stated that the answer was likely to be no, but was 

umrilling to raalte a flat statement to that efi'ect. 

The Unambiguous "i-io" 

The l.28 buildinss for which it was definitely indicated that African 

diplomats would not be able to find housine5 included approximately ].!,t , 400 

units, or 60 percent of all apartment units in buildings on uhich these data 

were available.~/ 

In slightly less than hal.f of these buildings, specific reasons were 

volunteered by respondents for refusal. to accept the Jli'ricans as tenants. 

These reasons fell into two major categories : African diplomats are undesirable 

tenants because they are Hegroes and/or becuuse they arc diplomats. 

Thirty buildings do not desire to rent to African diplcr.1ats because 

of' their diplomatic status as such. Objections to dipl.c1aats vary uidel.y: 

11\Je want only long-term residents, those who uill stay for ten or 
fifteen yea:rs. 11 

"Diplomats move every 18 months, and uc can't afford to redecorate 
that of'ten." 

"Diplomats brealt their leases and violate the l.ease provisions." 

"i·!e can't have diplcrnats. They entertain lavishly with caterers and 
orchestras until 2 a.m." 

'J./ 

"He hacl one diplor.ilat • , • but afterwards had to scrub f or uecks to 
get the apartment clean." 

There \-rere ten buildings i'or which information on number of uni ts was not 
obtainable. 
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The most frequent specific objection to diplOlilats was that their 

dipla:oatic iimnunity prevents the apartment officials frcm taking legal action 

when damages have been done to an apartment or bills have aone unpaid. It 

should be noted that these objections were also made at lenath by an apartment­

hotel owner who~ accept African diplanats, and who plans to continue to 

do so in the future. 

The objections to Africans on tbe basis of their skin color were 

mentioned in twenty-seven cases. Four or these buildings apparently currently 

aouse diplomatic persom1el frcm non-African countries, al.thou6h, not all accept 

other non-Europc::i_~ persons. In eleven cases, the respondent specifically pointed 

out that the ohccction to Arrican tenants uas that the other residents of the 

building would object. 

"The building uould be vacant in 30 days . " 

"Fift.ccn t.c,t•ii;-J:lts ua.t.ched the resident manager when he intervieued an 
A:rricon rti p1.cillat." 

For t he eddit i.onal. seventy-one buildings which are clearly not open 

to occupancy by Africu...ri diplomats, respondents did not voluntarily enlarge upon 

their answers. 

The Ilesponsibil~.ty for Saying :i10 

There were many instances in which, although the answer given was a 

definite no, the respondent referred the responsibility for the answer to 

someone other than himself. Resi dent managers often said that they personally 

had no objection t o the presence of M ricans in the building, but that saneone 

else in a more cr uc:ia.l pos i tion, such as tenant or agent, would object. Agents 

often st ated that, aJ.though they themselves were sympathetic with the probleLls 

of t h(~ dtplc~o.t.s , t hP.y could do not hing about it, since t he other t enants i n the 

build::..13 HOlJJ.d object, "and ue 'r<:: in business, after all," or that t hey were 

racrely administrator~ of the wishes of the building 's o,mer, end could not presume 

to question his attitudes. 
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The BuildinGs About Uhich Nothing is Known 

There is u group of thirty-seven buildings, uith 3,355 apartment 

units, about which it can only be said that they are not currently renti~ 

apartments to African diplcmats. This group includes the seventeen cases in 

which it uas not possible to contact the last person (usually the owner) to 

whom the questioner ~-,as referred to obtain a clear response one uey or the 

other, as well as the tuenty buildings for uhich the information was refused 

arid unavailable from other sources, 

The f~voidance of Answering 

One of the most stril~ing results or the canvass wes the frequency 

with uhich respondents said they t-rere unable or un,rillinu to indicate ,,hether 

or not a building would be available to Af.'ricon diplcraats. In approximately 

one-half of all instances in which contact was made concerning a particular 

building, it uas necessary to go to at least one other person to receive an 

answer to the (1uestion. Canvassers were referred by staff r.iembers of the 

apartment house to resident managers, resident managers referred t.bem to agents 

or o,mers, egents referred the Bureau to o,mers, or refused to discuoo the 

matter. In two cases, the Bureau lras referred by the agent to a real tors ' 

association which has no such information available, which in turn referred 

the Bureau back to the aGent. The reason given for these referrals uas 

usually lack of knowledge: "I don't knou, 11 or "the question has never come 

up--you'll have to ask the o'\'mer." In some cases, the agent said tbo.t he l-ras 

unable to ansuer the question "in the abstract," that he could give no indica­

tion of the availability of any building in uhich there ,-,as not currently 

a vacant apartment. 

Sufficient evidence is lacking clearly to classify these answers in 

terms o~ no. Ho·ucvcr, it miG}lt be noted that in every case in uhich 
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the questionner uas referred to another person and uas able to obtain a state­

ment from him, none stated a willingness to accept .African tenants, 

The following table surclllarizes the responses in each of these 

catec;ories. 

RESPOESI!: BUILDINGS APARTI-JEllT UrJITS 
liurober ilur.iber Percent 

Unambi@lous "yes" 8 .. l,241 5 

JlJubiauous "yes" 21 -::• 3,463 ~ 14 

Jlmbiguous "no" 17 l,571 7 

Unambiguous "no 11 128 * 14,373 *•:~ 6o 

Situation unknown 37 3,355 ~- 14 

Tor.AL 211 24,003 100 

* Including apartment-hotels. 
-IE-¼ Plus an unknown number of units in a few apartment houses where 

data were not available. 

Conclusions 

A. The amount of housing available to African diplomats in Northwest 

Washington west of Sixteenth Street is not at the present time sufficient to 

satisfy current needs and those which are expected to develop over the next two 

years. 

It can be estimated that in order to satisfy current demands for 

housing, and to provide some area of choice to prospective tenants,. it is 

sufficient to have available twenty vacancies at any given ti.me. Yet, it was 

found in this study that among those apartment buildings which definitely 

stated a willingness to accept African tenants there were only three vacancies 

at the time of the canvass (three more were expected to develop later in the 

summer). Among the ambiguous "yes" responses, there were said to be four 
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vacancies at the ti.me of the canvass, in addition to one new building which 

is not yet filled and has a good number of apartments still available. 

B. The locus of resistance to making more apartment facilities 

available for African diplomats is difficult to locate, but it is suspected 

that it lies in two factors: the definitions of the attitudinal situation in 

the Washington community (and especially among apartment house tenants) on the 

part of agents and owners, and the problems encountered in renting to diPlcmats 

as such. 

C. The strength of resistance seems to increase as the housing 

facilities go from those more transient in character through standard apartments 

to cooperatives. In other words, the closer the living situation approximates 

a permanent arrangement, in which integrated social systems would have a 

chance to develop among tenants, the less willing are people to accept African 

diplomats as tenants. Al though there is insuffient evidence available to make 

conclusive statements about this observation, the trend is nevertheless 

observable in the data from this study, when information from apartment-hotels 

and the few cooperativ$which were canvassed is examined. There were several 

statements made to canvassers on the order of "I suggest that they try apa.rtment­

hotels, which have a quick turnover of tenants," or "apartment-hotels with 

furnished rooms would be more apt to take African diplomats." Also, two 

apartment-hotels indicated when canvassed that they would accept Africans in 

their hotel facilities, but definitely not as apartment tenants. 

D. There is some indication that renters of apartments themselves 

expect a change in the situation. It may be that the large number of refusals 

and statements of inability to answer the question are meaEures of a state of 

flux in the current situation. Respondents made statements along the lines of 

"Why fight it? We know it's going to come, 11 or indicated that the necessity 

to give any but a positive response was acutely embarrassing. In addition, some 
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owners felt able to tell the canvassers that they would be willing to join 

a general movement toward making more facilities available to African diplomats. 

PROCEDURES OF THE STUDY 

This study is subject to all of the limitations of any field research 

which uses a few volunteer workers to do a large job in a short period of 

time. Nevertheless, it is felt that, despite its limitation, a good deal of 

valuable infonnation bearing on the ~uestion of housing for African diplomats 

has been collected, and on a more systematic basis than has previously been 

the case. The following paragraphs describe the design of the study for the 

conduct of the field work. 

The Area Covered and the Buildings Canvassed 

The canvass was conducted in the area of Northwest Washington west of 

Sixteenth Street, and included the portion of Fourteenth street above Missouri 

Avenue, where it is understood that a number of large luxury apartment buildings 

have recently been constructed. The canvassers were instructed to interview 

in each building in the area which could be said to be "relatively new, modern, 

and large (more than ten apartment units), where rents might be expected to 

start at about $90-100 for an efficiency apartment, about $125 for one 

bedroom, etc. The surrounding neighborhood should be pleasant and not run down. 

In other words, you should visit those buildings which might be expected to 

be acceptable to a white-collar government worker of relatively high status 

with a reasonably liberal income." 

The criteria for the selection of buildings in which information 

was to be sought were necessarily general, since advance information was not 

available on particular buildings which would be considered suitable for 

occupancy by the members of the diplomatic corps. Thus, the choice of buildings 

to be canvassed was to some extent dependent upon the subjective evaluations of 
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the volunteers themselves. Attempts were made in the Bureau office to 

elminate af'ter the canvass those buildings which seemed to be unsuitable for 

the present purposes. It is felt that the buildings discussed in the findings 

are an adequate representation of the facilities in Northwest which would be 

suitable for diplomats, and includes by far the majority of all major luxury 

apartment buildings. 

The choice of Sixteenth Street as the eastern boundary of the study 

area was settled upon during discussions between the Bureau and the Conference. 

The decision was made to use for the study the area which was most likely, prma 

facie, to yield suitable buildings, en the basis of their convenience to 

embassy areas, transportation routes, and the general desirability of the 

neighborhood, in terms of such factors as general personal safety, overall 

pleasant surroundings, and a chance for interaction with .Americans end others 

whose lives and backgrounds are smilar t o those of the Africans themselves . 

It has become apparent that these boundaries elminated several 

apartment buildings which are know to be integrated at the present tme, at 

least some of which may be suitable for diplomats. However, these buildings 

are in less clearly acceptable general areas. 

The analysis was lmited to apartment houses and apartment-hotels 

(except for the informal analysis of the general attitudes expressed in the 

cooperatives), since the matter of purchase of housing by African diplomats 

raises a whole new set of questions and necessitates a different study design 

and approach. 

Obtaining the Information 

The canvassers were asked to contact the resident manager of the 

building or some other member of the building staff if a resident manager was 

not available. In the event that they were unable to get an answer in the 
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building, they were to ascertain the name of the managing agent and turn this 

information over to the Bureau office. 

In these cases, the Bureau contacted a member of the rental depart­

ment of the company in order to get the information. The agent was usually asked 

about the policy on admission of African diplomats for all of the Northwest 

buildings managed by his company. In this way, it was possible to avoid 

subsequent calls to the same agent when other canvassers were referred to him 

frcm different buildings and to make sane judgement about the few buildings 

which were not reached by a canvasser. 

In instances in which the agent refused to discuss the question with 

the Bureau, statements which had been obtained by canvassers in any of the 

company's buildings were accepted as representing the company's practice for that 

building. This step was taken in order to reduce the loss of information frcm 

refusals which covered a large DLJilber of buildings. 

The Questions 

The canvassers were instructed first to ask whether there were any 

apartments available in the building at the time, and, if so, how many, the 

number of roams and bedrooms, the monthly rent, and the lease provisions for 

occupancy. Second, whether or not there were any vacancies, the canvasser 

asked if the building would rent an apartment to an African diplomat. It is 

important that the words "diplomat" and "African" were used. The former was 

used in order to eliminate problems arising from matters of different statuses, 

such as student; the word "African" in order not to raise the question of 

integration of housing in general. 

If the respondent indicated that the building would accept Africans, 

he was then asked whether it would be acceptable for the Conference on 

Community Relations to refer to that building an African diplomat who was 
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seeking housing. The purpose of the question was to control the possibilities 

of obtaining gratuitous "yes" responses, in order to minimize the chances that 

an African would encounter a rebuff or embarrassment should he solicit an 

apartment on the basis of these findings. 
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BUILDINGS INCLUDED IN THE CANVASS 

Adams Mill Road Connecticllt E Street K Street 

2801 1028 35 1830 
2812 1914 2117 1915 
2900 2000 2423 2514 

2029 2515 
Argonne Place 2100 F Street 

2101 KaJ.orama Road 
1601 2126 1900 

2301 2000 1910 
Ashmead Place 2310 2116 1915 

2311 2120 1921 
2308 2700 2010 

2701 Florida 
Belmont Road 2828 Lamont 

2900 1908 
2070 2901 1900 

2915 Fuller 
CaJ.ifornia 2929 LllZCn 

3000 1620 
1840 3100 6445 
2127 3133 G Street 
2138 3220 M street 
2144 3221 1717 
2230 3701 1809 1726 
2231 3726 1819 

38o1 Macomb 
CathedraJ. 3901 H street 

4500 2710 
2301 4501 2401 3725 
2331 4514 
4000 4545 Harvard .Massachllsetts 
4200 4550 
4201 4600 1650 926 

4607 1700 ll0l 
Columbia Road 4700 1750 1421 

4701 1500 
1628 4740 I Street 1701 
1629 5130 1711 
1673 5323 1915 1727 
1707 5410 2100 2122 
1841 5415 2123 3700 
1851 5425 2124 3701 
1868 5437 4000 
1901 Idaho 4201 
1930 Davenport 4301 
1954 3040 
2006 3525 3051 
2022 
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New Hampshire 

825 
1316 
1731 
1825 
1833 

0 Street 

2148 

Ontario Road 

2800 

Ordway 

2700 block 

Park Road 

1650 
1673 
1701 

Pennsylvania 

2150 

Q Street 

2500 
2501 
2512 
2700 

R Street 

1630 
1717 

Rock Creek 
Ford Road 

1440 
1444 

Scott Circle 

l 

T Street 

1621 

Tewksbury 

1390 

Tuckerman 

1415 
1420 

Tunlaw Road 

3850 
3900 
4000 

Quebec 

2800 

Vermont 

1301 

Virginia 

2121 
2475 

H Street 

4100 

His cons in 

2321 
2500 
2700 
2712 
2720 
2730 
3130 
3140 
3201 
3315 

Woodley Place 

26o1 
28oo 

Wyoming 

1869 
1870 

Fourteenth Twentieth 

5910-50 707 
6100 2227 
6425 2410 
6501 2411 
6505 
6601 

2456 

Twenty-first 
Sixteenth 

1426 
1112 
1530 Twenty-ninth 
16oo 
1616 2727 
1701 2745 
1750 
18o1 Thirty-ninth 
2120 
2400 2725 
2420 
2440 
248o 
2651 
3055 
3060 
3132 
3150 
3200 
3636 
3900 
6101 

Seventeenth 

1414 
1514 
1815 

Eighteenth 

705 
815 

2901 

Nineteenth 

601 
2200 
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U.S. INFORMATION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON 25 D.C. 

**i< 
Office of Public Information 

Release No. """'2;;;;..4.;;.._ __ 

DUdley 3·2747 or 3·2743 

FOR RELEASE AT l :00 P . M. EDT, WEDNESDAY, MAY 24, 1961 

A<ldre ~: s by 
Edward R. Murrow, Director, U. S. Information Agency 

before the Nationa.1 Press Club 
Washington, D, C, , M ay 2 4, 19 61 

WHO SPEAKS FOR AMERICA ? 

It is with mingled pleasure and awe that I join you today .. , pleasure at 

being again among so m a ny of my iormer colleag ues , .. awe that I am now the 

object of those scowling, critical visage s among whose array I onc e sat with 

my own frowning brow. The f rowning brow l:: a s not changed, We have or.ly 

changed seats, and I must now answer questions instead of propounding them. 

I come to this microphone to tell you of the U.S. Information Agency . 

In a sense, it is a reciprocal visit. There are members of this club who have 

shared our international microphones 01 the Voice of America.. For example, 

three of your members - - Willia m Stringer ; Ernest K. Lindley, and Fred 

Collins - - do a weekly broadcast fo r the Voice, entitl ed "Issues in the News." 

The program has had an exce llent response from a widely appreciative audi­

ence. I trust I shall do these gentlemen no offense, howeve r, if I share with 

you one letter we received that was not so enthusiastic. "Dear Voice of 

(More ) 
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America, 11 the letter said, "Never in my life have I heard three more indeci-

sive talkers. They never have anything definite to sa.y. Keep them off the air 

and run John F. Kennedy instead. 11 Let me add, though, that if I have as few 

detractors as they, I shall count myself a.:mong the fortunate. 

I have been in my job a.s Director of the Agency scant weeks. Operating 

as we do in 98 countries around the world, there is much about the Agency 

that I have yet to learn. But as a for.mer working newsman like most of you 

here today, there are a number of thoughts and impressions that I would share 

with you in my present role as a. gover nment official. 

Our Agency operates in a difficult , not too well de.fined area. We embrace 

a multitude of disciplines and profe ssi ons . Many of you are newsmen who de­

vote your careers, a s I did for 25 years , to expression :in a single medium of 

communication. USIA employs not one but s even : radio, television, movies, 

press, book publishing, exhibits and the arts. We are involved in an entire 

range of problems : from a press run in B eirut, an exhjb:i.tion in Turin, a 

stage performance in Munich and radio -relays in Colombo. F r om a news 

telecast in Bog;:>ta to a sound- t r acke d film strip in Paris to a book typeset in 

Manila - - upon all the myriad of details we initiate, w e creat e , we facilitate. 

Even· more important we must deal amidst the intangibles: the difficult, 

d~licate lhttna n art of persuasion.. For by word of mouth, by cuJ.tivated 

personal contact abroad, w e seek to persuade others of the rightness of our 

view·and that our ac tions and our goals are in harmony with theirs. And this 

1:>r ings on a. thought : in the cours e or'a si:ngle wo·.t'king ·d.ay h ow ma:ny of you 

I 
·('Mo:r.•e ) 
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gentlemen here could exercise your expertise competently over an array of 

problems as cli--.re:=sc as tlv.! se? 

To those bold enough to r eply in the affirmative, I offer a note of caution : 

this is only half the Agenqr1s problem. For we deal not only in con1n1tmications 

but also in policy, We articulate and distribute not advertisin[; for cigarettes 

and soap suds but clarifications of g overn..--nent p olicy and deeds . And we speak 

in many l a nguages to many peoples of vastly differing culture s and style s, of 

vastly c:iffering levels of comprehens ion. We must deal also with the very con ­

siderable pre -conditioning foreigners have had to the image and the ideas of 

1~--nerica. We must deal w ith tli.c r ealities of their fears, their concerns, tl1eir 

stereotypes - - however unjustified, their existence is real - - of the product we 

promote: the actions and the hope s of the United State s. 

Thus the effective oversec:.s USIA officer must be a creature who combine s 

the tale nts of professional proficiency with persistence and patience. He must 

try to know as much about seven media of communication as most of you gentle -

men know about your one . I sha ll not indulge your suffe rance by reauing a ros -

ter of qualified officers in the Agency. But I assure you I have found I am able 

to call upon resourceful mitlds of m a ny disciplines. We have men ,vho ~1umber 

among their accon1plishments, before coming with the Agency, s .. 1ch pos itions 

as a broadcast Peabody Award winner; a past President of NBC Internat ional; a 

former producer with Eagl e Lion and Warner Brothers stud io; the form.er Presi­

dent of a college ; several deans of univers ities, includ ing a Dean Emeritus fror:..1 

Columbia Univers ity; an orig inal editor of Newsweek; an author of 15 publis h ed 
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novds, 6 of which have been adapted for motion pictures; editors of metropolitan 

newspapern and national _press ser-1icc s ; oversea.a bureau chiefs, foreign corre-

spondentt,, and Nieman fellows in Journa.lisrn. C-,rc:.:seas they arc supported by 

?.~ equally diversified and distin~uishcd stdf: :-.ntionals of the countries in which 

we work, write rs, editors, ai-tists, lecturers a!1d others, They are 2. talented 

and varied crew. They serve b y choice, I k!1.ow, for many of then: annually re ­

fuse private offers for far more money then they now earn. 

I:n my first four months, I have asked many of my colleagues to postp one 

fellovvships, assignments abroad and desirable po3ts long anticipated. Often. at 

great personal inconvenience, their invariable response to me has been; "What­

ever you think is best for the Agency, I will ~ladly do. 11 

So it was that one of my own long-held illusions about government was 

rudely shattered on that January day when I as su::ne<l office. I arrived at 1776 

Pennsylvania Avenue expecting a bureauc racy of dawdlers; inste ad I foun<l a 

bounty of capable doers. For my own part, I have never worked harder in my 

life. I have never been called a loafing man - - though on occasion I confess a 

predilection for good conversation, fine wine and rich food - - but not since the 

days of World War II have I worked with such frantic fascination, 

I am finciing that this is truly the time of the "New Z eal", and it is not 

easy to set the pace for my younger colleagues. Our work product wot:ld stagz.e r 

the mind of what we i n governn.'lent call ''private enterprise". Our rac!::.c hroad ­

casts live over 88 hours a day in 35 languages. Our sp€!cial wireless file p-.1ts 

out up to 8-10, 000 words a day to each of five world areas. Our fih:n3 reac:1 an 
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estimatcc! weekly audie;:::cc of a1Jo,.:t 1 :;.o rnillic.m. f-h1oj_::. lc .. Wh en a special project 

goes throu.gl1 on a c1·ash basis, we c,~:1 get to an a udience of over five hundred 

million. And in television, o;,,r "mz:.rl::et' ' is rapidly e x pa,1ding -- some 36 mil-

lion TV sets and 160 million viewe!'S, 

Nor is our product d i ssipated meaninglessly. For the 50 million books 

we have published in 50 languages, t ;.1e re is incessant de1nand. In Blantyre, 

Nyasaland, a library opened in March of this year, and borrowers stripped its 

shelves nearly bare in about a month of operation. In anothe r African post 

there was a greater d emand for the Federalist Papers in four weeks time than 

the New York Public L ibrary had in a year. .And the first English classes 

formed in two newly-independent countries numbered among their pupils both 

Prime Ministers, a number of Cabinet officials as w ell as other high govern­

ment leaders and their wiv·es. 

Our Agency by Coagressioaal Mandate opera tes overs eas. Tl'lcre is much 

misunderstanding about just what the U.S. I nformation Agency does . We have 

received letters with ominous overtmce s , such as a r ec:u est to "send me all your 

information on counterfeiting" and " please rush me ail the facts on bullet wounds, 

fast. 11 L etter-writ er s have asked us , "what percentage of young people are juve­

niles, how can I figure out which TV newscasters are Republicans, and why are 

most auctioneers called 'colonel'?" An d do- it -yourself ians l1ave written our 

Agency for information on how to bottle peanut l>-..1tter, 1·efinisi'l drift-...vood, operate 

bongo drums, and make low - calorie soft-drinks. 

Information is our job, but information of mol'e serious import. I told the 
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Seaate i1earin g on rny norniaation tllat o n1· Agency w ill atte mpt to mal: e US policy 

as dt::sig~1ed by Ll.1e P res:idc r!t evcryw1:.e:tc i ntelligible and, w;.-1.erever possible 

palatab l e . 

We shall e~1deavo:::· to reflect wi•i:i1 .fid e lity to our ailics, to tl1e uncommitted 

nation s, as w e J.l as to those w h o a,.·c h ostile to us, n ot only our policy but our 

ideals. Yet , in our day- to-day e Xfo1·ts di :tr.;cted to th is <md, we do not stand 

alone. For muc h tha t i s kuowD. a,1d bdieved about this country is beyond the 

purview of our Agency alone. 

Just as the wor:C-. of USIA is far mo1·e than just Voice of America broad-

casts, so is the real voice of Arne rica fa:::· more than just our Agency. From 

Norway to N y asaland, fr om R i o to R a,:gocn, the sto1·y and the face of America 

goes out in mov i e s, t e l ~vision, m2.gazine s and the press. The military, with 

fighte r s and their fan1ilics, l!.urnbc::.· ,m.1.: 1nilJ.ion abr oad. Ov er four miU.io:1 

America r1 tourists t ravel a "!:>roa d e2.ch y ,~3.,.·. A nother half million Americar:.s 

live ove rseas for 1·eason s embracing both b.is iaess and p leasure. Foundations, 

educational excha,1ges, and i nte:r n.ational scholarships send our young intellec-

tuals and their studious profe ssors swarm i:::'lg to for eign u ~iversities. Fifty 

thousand foreign students and hundr ec.s of th ousan ds of foreign tour ists visit 

our count1·y every year to h e ar and eval u;:..t e the first-ha::-1d voice of America, 

Antl all of Llis has great iu1pa.ct. Itdy ,1as bui lt i ts fi r st drive-in mo·.rie. 

An authentic drug store stands ia i:'..1e:: ::,had.ow of the A1·c de Triorr.phc. E 1:.gla:1c~, 

heaven bless its warm draught l age r, is beginning to drink cold beer i n cans. 

American blue jea.r.s and slacks -vi e ,vitl1 t:1e i::ir.,on o i n Japaa. Nairobi has its 

parking meters; there a re skyscrape2· s i::. J ohannesbur g and superma rke ts i n 
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Leopoldville. Air conditio ning h a s s e ttled in Santia:z;o , a nd e ven M o s cow h a s 

succurr.bc d n ot only to ja~: z and Louis .Ann strong but a l so - - h eaven a s s1:a g e tbe 

s ouls of Marx and L enin - - to Ain erican install:.11.ent b ·..;-_yi n g . A.nd these a re but 

frothy fac e ts of the spreading sty le of A ... ·,•neri c a - - o r of the 20th C cnt-.iry, since 

hot i.1 i _:r..: --so m any -...-. a y s a :::-e s yl1OD.}!T1ou.n. 

B enca!:h the:rn., a!1c·: 0£ far mor e la s ti11z ilnpact: is the broade ning outward 

flow of ideas and technique s of how to live and work togethe r, of resp ect for 

n ei~hbors , o f fa ith tha t eve r y h u=-i, a n .t:,rob l e n: is· cap able of human solution. We 

and a ll the othe r voices of Americ a that reach outside our frontiers are helping 

to spread the conc ept of "access", of ind ividual self-fulfilme nt and citizen 

p ar tic ip a tion. 

I t e ll you all th is not to defend our culture b ut to d e fine our Agency, You 

gentle m e n of the pres s sha r e ve r y much with our Agency the m aking of the p ic­

ture of America that is know:i abroad. To g ive you b ut r a ndom figu res: 8 9% 

of the people in West Germany conside r the press as the ir major source of 

information about the USA . 77% in Burma, 31 % in Britain a nd J apan, 85% in 

Peru and Uruguay . All of these are people , gentlemen, saying the pre ss is 

their major source of informa tion about America. 

And the impa ct m a d e on the s e p e ople through the press is of course l a r gel y 

beyond the exclusive influenc e of USIA. Yet th e pictu re is even broade r . No t 

only the press , but the t e levision, the mov i es, t h e trave lling tourists , the mis -

sionarie s and the businessme n , are p a rt of t he chorus that is the real voic e of 

A.rne rica. It m e ans the re a re no more dome stic issue s . The speech of a s ing le 

Senator to a hometown audie nce can have more impac t abroad tha n mont hs of 
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our Agency's informational activities. A breakthrough in science or medicine, 

the price on the big board in Chicago, import duty on textiles - - we have lost 

the luxury of living in isolated America - - these events and issues are absorbed, 

debated and pondered on all shores of every ocean. 

To some of us the picture of a burning bus in Alabama may merely rep­

resent the speed and competence of a photographer, but to those of us in the 

U.S. Information Agency it means that picture will be front-paged tomorrow 

all the way from Manila to Rabat. Here in Washington itself, for example, 

there exists a much unreported encumbrance on our African relations that can 

lose us as much influence as anything the Soviets might do. Where do we house 

African diplomats in our capital? These are representatives of Negro nations 

led by Negro leaders. It is bacl enough that they read headlines of Birmingham 

bus burnings and beatings. It is even worse that they find it near impossible 

to live in the capital of our nation. Landlords will not rent to them; schools 

refuse their children; stores will not let them try on clothes; beaches bar their 

families. Today there are some .30 African representatives in Washington with 

what is euphemistically called "unsatisfactory housing." Fully 1/3 of these are 

termed emergency cases. There will be some 50 more families arriving in the 

next six months, 100 in the next year. It is not only that these people are 

humans like the rest of us, but that they are leaders of nations whose fri e ndship 

this land deems vital. We would have them join our company of honorable men 

in defending against encroachment our ded ication to dignity and freedom . But 

it is a dignity to which we will not fully admit them. 

It was William Shakespeare who in the 11M e rchant of Venice II wrote lines 

(more) 
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that could come from the mouth of any of these wronged Negro diplomats . 

"If you .prick us, do we not bleed? 
"If you tickle us , do we not laugh? 
"If you poison us , do we not die? 
"And if you wrong us, shall we not revenge? 11 

And if revenge they should, it would be recounted as a diplomatic debacle 

for the United States. And if and when that day should come, do not fly to your 

Information Agency crying that we have not told "our story II abroad. For in 

this damaging indignity there is blame enough for us all. And let us remember, 

this is not something the Communists did to us . We do it ourselves in our own 

capital. Is: it possible that we concern ourselves too much with outer space and 

far places, and too little with inner space and near places? 

Let me turn back to the subject at hand. You did not invite me here to 

talk about our duty and our opportunity as citizens, rather to tell you about our 

work . Quite reasonably, you wish to know where we hope to go and how we 

shall try to get there , At the outset let me emphasize that I did not bring to the 

Agency the infinite wisdom of an outsider, with magic cures for all that's wrong. 

fo fact, much of what I have found is good, effective, solid. I recogniz e , 

as I know you will too, that the role of our Agency has limits, We are but one 

arm of the U. S . gove rnment, As such1 we must respond to the policy of that 

gove rnment. To put it more bluntly, USIA can be no better than the policies it 

supports and explains, Yet within that limitation there are obviously practices 

and principle s to which we are committed, It is fundamental that we operate on_ 

a basis of truth, Ours is , and must be, a dedication to the factual. 

But this itself poses difficulties . We operate abroad; our audience is 

foreign. And in this world the re are no absolute stand.ards of truth. What is 
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one .man 1s truth is anothe.r man 1s falsehood. Our objective is, and must be, 

credibility. It is easy to assume that because we tell the truth as we see it, 

others will believe us. But statem--ents that ar-e true are not .al-ways believed. 

It is a measure of our difficulty that in _this relentless half-w.ar, truth and 

credibility are not co"'."equal. 

Candor and· openness have their merits ... as the successful .Alan 

Shepard demonstrated. They als9 have their demerits ... as the abortive 

Cuban episode demonstrated. 

On Cuba, we had no choice but to be truthful and complete. At noon on 

April 17, we expanded our Spanish broadcasting to Latin. America from one 

hour of origination to 19 hours. ·---Within-two hours-we were on the air. I men­

tion this with some pride. What network could undertake such expansion on 

such short notice with no change in personnel allowance? 

There were Latins relaying our broadcasts who said, "you are too honest, 

you will be misunderstood.,;_ 11 There were .Americans. who protested, as the 

letter writer from California who heard the tirades of Dr. Paul Roa on our 

Spanish broadcasts and suggested we leave such broadcasting to the Voi<:e of 

Castro. The answer was that Dr. Roa was speaking in the United Nations debate 

which we carried in its entirety. We carried the whole story -- Castro's 

.announcement, the self- labelled "invasion", the writhing in, :washington, the 

agonies in the UN, and even the agonizing reappraisal which a critical aftermath 

spilled over the Administra tion. 

But if truth must be our guide then dreams must be our goal. To the 

hunger of those masses yearning to be free and to lear n,, to this sleeping giant 
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now stirring, that is so much of the world, w e sha ll s a y : "We share your 

dreanis." As a nation, we have never been alle rgic to change . Ours was the 

first of the great revolutions . It is a birthright we do not intend to let go by 

default. Our responsibilities of nationhood are predicated on a helping hand 

to others who would elevate the ir crushing way of existence by change into a 

more bountiful society. We offer no panaceas, no final solutions. We offer 

to j o in in the search for betterment. We offer our experience and our energies 

in partnership in the quest for greate r human e x cellence, This we not only 

endorse. This we sponsor and promote, and provoke . A tradition of government 

by the governed, of revolution by consent -- all of these are among the greater 

vi i °tues that we have to demonstrate to a world sorely in need of great virtues. 

But we shall go further, We are taking the offensive in this war of ideas. 

We shall be more ale rt in exposing Communist techniques and tactics, Dis­

tortion and duplicity about this land and its people will not go unanswered. 

How shall we accomplish this dual role· ? 

First, the projects that we launch are delivered abroad, primarily through 

our posts - - 218 of them in 98 countries around the world, staffed by some 1, 200 

A.nlerican men and women a nd their va luable local assistants. Their r e lation to 

Washington is a s the rim of a wheel to a hub, We in Washington set policy and 

direction for our posts abroad, but it is a s a s e r v i ce center to our overseas 

operators that we s er ve o ur m a i n functiou , 

Se cond, I h ave a lread y mentioned that we operate in seven principal media 

of communic ation - -· - radio , t e levision, m o vie i:; , press, book publishing, 

exhibits and the arts, a s we ll as the a ll - impo l' t ant fie ld of p e rsonal contact 
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reaching out to all parts of the world in virtually all lan~uages . As the informa­

tional arm of US policy, what we do is often imposed on u, by the impact of 

events. But we do not await events.· We anticipate, prepare and organiz e our 

resource s. There is also sometimes a need to concentrate on a selected short 

range of subject-matter . We have thus established a new post, entitled 

"Director of Media Content". This job is to aim our output, to pull together 

the sinews of our several m,edia, to multiply their effectiveness by con:ibining 

their effort. 

Next, we are cqncentrating our attention on the fields where the ideologi­

cal competition is being waged. Thi~ means expansion in Africa - - where new 

nations have arisen - - and in Latin America - - where new difficulties have 

been born -- and in Southeast Asia -- where new pressures are upon us. We 

will not do this , however, at the expense of thinning the lines of communication 

with our traditional friends and allies. 

To our neighbors to the south, we shall ask them to face the facts about 

this man called Castro. We shall ask them to recognize the nature of· his totali­

tarian dictatorship, his betrayal of the ideals of the revolution that brought him 

to power, his suppression of basic human liberties, his treason to the ideals of 

civiliz ation, and his atrocities, his calculated reliance on the Sino-Soviet bloc 

and the danger that this threatens t~ free institutions in the Western Hem\sphere. 

But we shall do more than merely affirm the negative. We shall examine 

and explain th_e pro.mise of t~e new "Alliance for Progress", the econo~ic and 

social promise that can bloom from the new planted seedling of US-Latin American 

cooperation. 
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In Africa, there are ne w l a nds e m e rging with new leade rs. It is a con­

tinent groping for directions, churning with ide as , surveying our style, sampling 

our ideals. One need only rec a ll the heady wine of our own indep endence in 

1776 to appreciate the new intoxication of Africa. To them we must do more t han 

criticize their politics and caution them on the Soviets. We must share with 

them our hands and our hearts , our techniques and our time. We must, perhaps 

above all, accord them the dignit): of friendship and respe ct. In Africa alone 

we have opened 12 new posts in the past year : Mali, Ivory Coast, Togo, Dohomey, 

Niger, Upper Volta, Congo, Gabon, ·central African R e public, Chad, Ruanda­

Urundi, Malagasy Republic. New countries, all of them, some not even in 

existence when I assumed this office less than four months ago. 

In Latin .Alnerica, we hope to establish 11 new posts in key interior cities, 

and to strengthen 17 existing posts now undermanned. 

In Southeast Asia we are taking additional urgent steps to communicate 

our determination to support our allies and to prevent neutral countries from 

falling to Communism. Communication in these lands is poor. Literacy is low. 

The challenge to our ingenuity and to our energy is great - - and it is expensive . 

Our financing for this year will we hope be adequate. But I w ould r emind 

you that our budge t now awaiting a pprova l was drawn up before the sudden in­

crease in the m e n a ce of Castro's Communi s m , b efo r e the stepped-up Communi st 

assault in Laos and the e roding subve rsion in South Vie t N a m and Tha ila nd . 

In the 1-:natter of financi a l a nd manpowe r s ubstance, our adv e r Pa r i e s h a ve 

a clear advantage . The Sovie t bloc s p e nds more mone y j amn1ing our r a dio 

b r oadc. a s ts tha n we spe nd o n o u r e nti r e Agen c y . Our t o t a l b udget i s l (•ss tkrn 
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the cost of one combat loaded Polaris submarine, and i t is one fifth of the 

estilnated advertising budget of our armaments m a nufacturers. One American 

soap company spends almost as much on adve r 1,t::; ing as the USIA s pends. 

explaining US policy abroad. 

We certainly do not solicit billions for propagating the truth. But this 

country must be willing to do what ,must be done - - or we will forfeit to the 

inexorable tide .of history our role as the promoters of freedom. 

hnplicit in m-eeting this challenge is the cost of physical facility. The 

Voice of America b 1 oadcasts 600 hours a week and, including packaged pro­

grams, uses up to 62 languages . But, as they say in the trade, let's look at 

the competition. We are fourth, ranked in order b ehind Russia, Communist 

China, and the United Arab Republic . But we certainly do not intend to remain 

in fourth position. We are building new transmitters, one in North Caro~ina, 

and one in Liberia, but we are seriously handicapped against the opposition 

because they are already loca t e d physically closer t o much of the audience we 

would reach. We have had practically no increase in power since 1953 and it 

is in these y e ars that our competition h a s passed us . 

Our broadca st and other a.ctivit ies do nee d more money, but money alone 

will not do the job. We need immuni2;ation from acco rdion financing - - g ranting 

most of our budget r e quests one year , s queezing them tightly the next. No net­

work or n ewspaper could flourish on such financial irregularity; neither can 

USIA. 

We face a diffi'cult t im e with staffing. We need more permanent staff -­

talented people w i 11mg to work fo l' little pay and l ess recognition. And we need 
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the cooperation of the men who help shape the thinking of our citizens. We want 

them to share their thoughts abroad. In Moscow and Peiping, such intellectuals 

and journalists are summoned at government bidding. In America, we do not 

bid; we request. But the argument heard sometimes here that cooperation with 

the government hampers professional independence is, I submit, specious . We 

-need your help and, while we cannot pay commercial rates , we can offer another 

compensation: the satisfaction that you helped keep our country strong. 

The history of this Agency has been brief and turbulent. I trust its future 

will be long and fruitful. In the bare 20 years of its life, it has had five titles 

and a dozen different directors . Our origins lie in the frenzied beginnings of 

World War II, when we operated with a radio and a prayer. Our future may lie 

in the unseen systems of communication satellites, when we will operate with 

international television and perhaps those same prayers again. 

The product of this Agency is all for export, much of it invisible, rl1UCh 

of it unknown at home . Much of its end-product effectiveness is not measurable 

by common standards , We do not have a rating service, and frequently our 

work is known to the public only when we make a mistake. We do not ask for 

special consideration, and c e rtainly not for sympathy, from those of you who 

work in the private sector of communication. 

We do not ask that our mistakes be ignored, nor that our accomplishments 

be exaggerated, We shall do our best to tell you what the Agency is doing in the 

belief that you are as concerned as we in providing the citizens of this country 

with information as to wha t is being said and done in their name abroad. 
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I have learned since coming to Washington at least two things: the first 
I 

is that it is easier to a-sk questions than to answer them, and the second, ·that 

questions are never indiscreet but answers sometimes are. I suppose . the art 

of answering is to produce a proper mixture of candor and discretion and to 

confess ignorance when it is obvious. And with a promise - - in answering your 

questions -- to follow this precept, Mr. President, may I turn the floor back 

to you. 
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be a discusJion1 they woul d find out nll they could about me , 
make up their minds , and when I showed up the next day everything 
would be cleercut. That is the way thin0s are done in Africa : 
you do not ask direct questions at the outse t , you do no t esk for 
a man ' s credentials. You go around the poin t J the npproach is 
oblique . You t ake nothing on trust , you find out quie tly. And 
then you decide . 

I hAd been familiar with all t his in A:frioa. :But now I was 
meeting it in Washington D.C . the capital of the United Sta tes of 
Americ . Africa ha d come to Washington and Moscow and London And 

Paris a t a grea t gallop over the l ast few yeRrs: she hed stepped 
onto the wor l d st·Ge wi th a vengeance often upsetting old and order­
ly patterns tha t t he rest of the worl d had thought fixed for ever. 

Way back in. 1923, seemingl y in another world and in another 
time , the greatest bl ack •r ace leader• of modern t imes , Marcus 
Garvey had as., ed : "Where is the black mBn ' s governmen t? Where is 
his king and his kingdom? Where is hi s Pr esident , his country, 
nnd his amba sad0r , his army, hi s navy, his men of big affairs?" 

And hoving asked , GP.rvey answered himself a "I could not find 
t hem, and then I declared: I will help to make t hem ••.•• " 

Garvey, who s t yled himsel f the "Provisional President of .Afr i ca" 
launched his r ce mevement in the United Scr tes and e~ter a brief 
nnd gl orious period when he borated a membershi p of over 6,OOO,OOO 
composed mainly of Amerh~an Negroes , and with •Royol Af'ricen GuP.rds ' 
in dashing uniforms Pnd ' Bl~ck Cross Nurses • and ' Ladi es of the 
African Motor Corps • all pnrading the streets o·f New York Pnd other 
u. s. cities, nnd launching a ' Bl t1ck Star • shi pping line, Garvey was 
j oiled for using the Uni ted States po~tal services to defr aud in­
vestors. He spent five ye era in jail and w s t hen expelled from 
the United States. G?rvey died in obscurity in London in the ' l93Os. 
But tho Garvey dream of blfl ck men of ' bi~ affai rs • l ived on . A: 1d 
one of the greatest disciples of t he Garvey dream wos Kwame Nkrumah 
who took the British colony of the Go1d Cc cs t and turned i t into the 
Republic of Ghana with a Bl rck Stnr shi pping line , ~ Bl eck Star 
Square rnd with Garvey as a sort of nati on 1 hero end symbol. And 
like Garvey, Nkrumah dreams of being President of a United Stat es 
of Africa. Indeed, Nkrumah hPs l ately got his countr y in t o quite 
P bi t of a financial mess as a result of his l nvish spen di ng in 
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AFRICA IN ~/ SHINGTON 

There wea some $Ort of mix up Pnd the arrPn gements which 
were supposed to have been made were just not working. The 
Ghnnaians knew nothing of my coming , Pnd so Mr . Dove , the Press 
Attaohe , was very polite but very aloof ~nd noncommittel . There 
was something dour Pnd rocklike about the man . He was of middle 
height , thickse t and giving off a f eel ~f compvctness. His dark 
brown face was expressi onless . I recognised the Atmosphere and 
mood he generated. And I resented it J but mingled with my resen t­
ment was sympathy. For years , I t oo , had gener~ted this w ll of 
aloof politeness in defence of my ovm Afr icanness in encounters 
with the non- African world . And Mr. Dove was defending much more 
t hen his peroon l ffricRnn ess . He was the guardi n of his own 
particular ft frican worl d ru1d I was the unknown outsider . I w, a ... 

~. suddenly very c1o·se "to Africa and the African· w~y of a ~ing rnd 
~- rseeing thines. I n Afri can world the unknovm is regDrded as the 

enemy until it proves othcrwises I was like them,n f r om a foreie;n 
tribe And as such a potentiel enemy until I proved myself. .And 

the f Act th~t I w s myself and African only complicated the whole 
• business. It is e11sier to deal with the compl ete stranger to 

whom Africa and the Africen processes are unfamiliar ; you can get 
away with more . 

~ .... 
Mr. Dove fel t my i r ri tPtion but did not scem·· A: J.rJf'ow what 

to do . It looked like~ hopel ess mess . And then r· waw the 
autobiography of Nkrumah in the bookca~e . # 

I SPid: "I know your Presi dent well, .you .know. In fnct he 
mentions me in his au tobioe:raphy \Vhich I se ? you have . " 

Th?.t did it. Mr. Dove excused himself ;;1nd went upstniro. 

He wns away quite n while and when he returned he WPS a grer t deal 
les s aloof. But t hingo~re still not to be rushed ; so we m~de a 
d~tc for the next day. And it just oo hPppened thut the administr~­
tive he r d of the emb~ssy, the Counse~lor , hrd to come into Dove ' s 
room ~bout some t _ing Pnd thnt a number of other embRssy offici als 
were juut outside Dove ' s door and that the Ambnssador w~s just 
coming down the stnirs I P-11 thi s hpppenfd just as I left Pnd I knew 
that I hrd been given thorou ,h look over. There would, I knew 
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persuit of his dream of Pan- African l eedership. But t his 
Nkrumah drerun of being Presiden t of a United States of Africa 
i s becoming more unreal every day. Still, Ghana• s Nkrumah 

and Nkrumah' s Ghana hRve been the pace-setters of the great 
African emergence which has hit Washington with the setting 
up o~ more than a score of African emba ssies in a very short 
time: indeed , the vast majority of these embAssies came into 
existence between 1960 and 1961. 

When Ghona became independent in 1957 there were only four 
African embassi es in Washington, those of Ethiopia, Liberi a , 
Egypt and the Union of South Africa. Egypt was and is an Arab 
strte; in those days Ethiopia s till dissociated her self from 
Negro Africa , And t he Union of South Africa (now the Republic of 
South Af rica) was and s till i s a whi te man ' s country in terms of 
~olitical power inspi t e of its big black maj ori ty. So three,_of 
the four Pfrican states wi th embassies i n Woshi ngton a t the start 
of 1957 were not, or di d not regard t hemselves as bl ack African 
s t ates. Liber ia, the only bl ack Afri can s t te , was run by 
descendants of .American Negro s l aves who hed been r esettlod there 
with United states aid. Thus not one of the four African states 
with embassi es in Washington in 1957 coul d be described as genuine­
ly indigenous bla ck Afr ican states , avowedly so , and represent-
ing the new nat i onAlist mood of black Africa. The Ghana embPssy 
which was opened on the 6th of March, 1957, can therefore be fair­
ly regarded as the f i rst out of the new Africa. After Ghana 
t hexe was a brief pause then embassies from the new Africa sho t 
up all over the pl ace , like overnight mushrooms. And London 
an.i Pa:·is and Moscow and Washing ton had. to adjus"'r., themselves to 

t he newcomers ?nd the newcomers , in t heir turn, had to f!djuot t ,J 
these great centres ) f tho world I s power nnd influence. And for 
Washing ton D. c., cPpit~l of the Uni t ed States , and, in terms of 
the world power s truggle , capital of the non- communist worl d, 
this encounter wi th the newcomers from Africa is possibly one of 
the trickiest, most delicate of ~11 that gren t city ' s encounters . 
On the outcome , on the results of thi s encounter may depend the 
shnpe of tomor rc w' s worl d. 
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The Ghana embassy is housed on 2139 R Street N. W., a wide 
tree-lined street off the main flow of traff ic . •The trees give 
the street an appearance of coolness. The a tmosphere is that of 
a middle- class residential area , which it still largely is , though 
a number of house s have been taken .over by the new Afri can embass i es. 

The steady coming and going of cars is the f irst sign t hat 
2139 is no ordinary residence . As f as t as one car pulls up and 
deposits its passengers another turns up to pick up passengers. 

~~ 

And there is an equally s t eady flow of Africans on toot , main l y 
young men in neatly pressed suits who coul d be junior members of 
the embassy staff or else studen t s come to sort out some problems . 
They come and go with a quiet selfcontainedness which immedi ately 
sets them apart from the n atives of the land. Everything about 
them proc laims them as strangers in a strange l and who are a long 
way f rom home . They move wi th an air of assurance , as do peopl e 
who are in no doubt about their standing and s t atus and who are 
sure of some strong pro t ecting authority behind t hem. 

The embassy shiel d hangs above the open doorway , and just in­
side a white doorman stts at tiny t able , round shoul der ed and 
sal low as one who rare l y walks in the sun . ~he doorway l eads 
directly into a small recepti on room. There are stairs immedia t e­
ly f cing the door which l ead to t he upper part of the house . 
Two chairs below and again st the stairs sandwich a little t abl e 
be t ween them. This i s where visitors wai t . In the corner diagon­
ally opposite t he door and on a table that looks l arge in t he small 
room is the telephonesvitchboard. The opera t or who sounded English 
and looked a friendly little body of a person was trying to ge t a 
call through to New York and there seemed to be a lot of confusion 
on the line . There is a room beyond the switchboard, all t ables 
and papers , and a t all t hic kset black man in a na t ty light grey 
suit was busy sorting out pRpers . It was shortly after ni ne and 
the embassy's working day h ad jus t got under way. 

My first impression was of overcrowde dness . This ple ce had 
probably once housed a f amily of five or six . For such a f amily 
it would hpve been a mo deratel y l arge Pnd comfortabl~ home , no t hing 
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l Pvish but with room to move nnd h~ve privacy. 

As an embassy with a l ar ge working steff it was over ­
crowded. Boxes end carton s were stacked in one corner and 
the signs were that t he embrssy wos hr rd pressed for storoge 

~ • Again , as on t he day,!rrh~d the strong sense of hrving 
,. stepped into a little piece of \(est Africa. There was the 

West African air of caJJn relaxedness which suceests warmth and 
intim cy end gives even the most formal undertaking a t ouch of t he 
personal. 

Tile doormen recoenised me and called. out to t he telephon-..M 
isti "for Mr. Dove." She waved me to a seat, still strugg}-ing 
to ge t New York. From the flo ~r Rbove came the murmur of deep­
throeted voices; with one voice bursting out loud over all the 
others every now ~nd then. A young American Negro miss , very 
attr c t ive and with a creany light brown skin, walked Across ~ 

the r oom pn d up the stai r s wi t h a pile of files . She seemed 
impersonRl , efficient, very .Americans much l ess a part of the 
setting than the English- sounding white telephonist. After 
a while she crune down t he s t ,.,ir :, and said M.r. Dove would coon 
be with me . 

'..l.bere was sudden cla tter of feet an<l a group of men hurried 
down the stci rs . In t he lend was AmbassPdor Holm, very striking 
in hi s bfr i can cl oth. He l ooked like a l atter~day , brown-ski nn­
ed version, of a history- book RomRn s en tor. Bu.t where~s the 
Ro .,n garment wes always pictured as n flo~ing white , tha t of His 

Excellency, Willi run M~rmon Quao Halm, Ambassador of t he Republic 
of Ghana t o t he United States of America was rich in col our, with 
goldish yellow overtones . Pliny The El der i t Has who hod sAid: 
11AlwPys oome t hing new out of ! frica . " And today it wR.s the 
African plenipotentaaries , ' t he str ong bronzed men ' about whom 
Countee Cullen sang .nearly a quarter of a century ~go , who sym­
bolis ed t he new out of Africa. 

Mr . Halm greeted me briefly, lndica ted that we would meet 
lnter and t hen hurried out t o the waiting car . I had passed the 
test . And then Mr . Dove , the Press Attoche , t ook charge of me . 

There w~s no obvious ohRnge in his attitude , perhRps a littl e 
l eas al oof t hen when we hP. d pRr t ed the day before . He still 
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looked dour and r ockl i ke . I mny hAve passe d the test but it 

sti ll looke d a s t hough the going would n ot be easy. We s ettle 

down and t hen h e sudden l y rel axed: it wa s nothin g tan gibl e , I 

j u st f elt it. 

nyou went t o know About t he working of" the embass y , " he s ·-id 

and w i ted. 

I s t ar ted off with t he standard convention ~l ques tion s : when 

h rd the embassy opene d'? Who had been the firs t Ambas :.:; a dor ? H'11d 

it been i n th:i.s smne bui lding? What was t he s i ze and struc ture 

of t he s taff? How did it wor k? 

All t his wa s e a sy, factual. s tuff an d t h e answers came e s ily . 

Gh ana h d achi eved i ts inde pen dence on t he 6th Mar ch , 1957 

ana the Washi ng ton embnssy was opened on the same day . ih e 
Chancery wns then situa t e d in t he Dupon t Circle Builui ng on Con­
n e c t i cu t Avenue . 1he firs t Ambass ador, Mr . c. A. Ch~pman , s erve d 

from 1957 to 1 959 when he was r epl , ced by Mr . Halm. T:he presen t 

embassy bu i l ding wa s oc cu pi e d in March 1 957. 

I men t i one d t het i t l ookP; d overcrowde d . Ye s , tha t wa s one 

of t he problems . I l earned l a t er , from a St a te Department source , 
t ha t the ihanaians had had s ome di f fi cultie s in thoir nttempts 

to put u p their own buil ding _ 

The pre sent embas s y staf f consis ts of 35 of whom eleven nre 

Ghana i nn s . Two of the e l even are on temp orary a npoin tn:ent. /I t 

the hee d of the embassy i s the .AmbeJs ndor , Lhe political head of 

the whole Mi ssi on, whos e term of of f i ce i s normal ly for thre e 

ye ars . Then ther e is the Counse llor who i s the c i vil service 

end ndminis t .rative head of the emba ssy. He runs the day-to- day 

E'ffPirs of the emba s 3y . Below him a.re two Fir st Secretaries , one 

con cern ed wi th political affairs and the o ther wi th e conomic 

$ff~irs . Next t her e is one Second Secretary who i s c oncerned 

with admi nj_atre1 t i cn . He i s foll owe d by two Thir d Se cr etaries , ne 

~ charge of the Regi s try and t he other i n charge of s ecuri t y. 

One of t he curren t Third Sec r etari e s i s a Ghan an woman . The 
Coun sellor and Secretaries are member s of the Ghroia For ei gn Servic e 

though on e of the Thi rd Secretaries in t h i s ins t P.nce was on s econ d­

ment f rom t he Ghana Home Civi l Service . In a ddition ther e is an 
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Education Attache who has one assistant and whose business is 
to look after t he interests nnd welfare of all Ghanaia.n student s 
in the United Sta tes. And finally there wa s Mr. Dove himself, 
t he Press Attache , whose job I did not n eed to be t old anything 
abou-=t. 

The daily routine of the embassy began at nine in the morning 
and r an till twelve- thirty in the afterno on . Then there was a 
break till t wo when the embassy opened again until five- t hirty 
in the afternoon. But of course t he embassy ' s senior staff had 
to go to a vast number of evening functions and the Amba~sador 
himself went 1D s ome function every day when he was in Washington . 
The embassy itself t hrew an average of t hree di plomatic par ties 
every weel:. 

Gordon Dove leaned back and his attitude seemed to say: there 
you are , ell sealed , s i ghed and delivere d, the workings of the 
Ghana embassy. 

I said: "Could we be a little mor e personal . I woul d like 
to know something about your people here . I would like to spend 
a little time wi th them. " 

For answer I got a sheRf of s tencilled sheets wi th the bio­
graphical de t ails of all the senior officials. I went t hrough 
t hem until I came across the f act- sheet about Dove himself . He 
was new at the Washington embassy and this was his first overseas 
post ing. He had been in his country 's ·information service at 
home since 1956 . He had been posted to Washington in February of 
1961 . But he wps no stranger to the United States. He had stud­
ied at Washing ton' s Howard University fr om 1949 to 1955 and had 
earned a Master ' s degree in Poli tical Scis nce ; and l ater , fr om 
1955 to 1956 he had studi ed journalism at Boston University . 

I said: "Knowing the States means t hRt you hAve not had 
any really serious problems of adjustment?" 

The hin t of a smile fli ckered across his f oce and was gone . 
There was n ow, suddenly , a thin thread of un derstanding between us . 

He said: 11 It i s easier .for those of us who know our way ; and 
of course we try to protect t he new comer s too . " 

"How do you cope wit h it? 11 

He shrugged slightly. 
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"We Pre here on our coantry' s business, rn d ao we do our 
work ~nd go home. " 

"Wha t rbout entortr,inmen t?n 

"We entertain among ourselves . ere ore the offici l . 
perties but apart from those we don ' t go out much . We a.re 

here t o do P job end we avoid troubl e . " 

"You hf'Ve El f amily • • • • " The f Fct shee t h qd tol d me he 
had. 

"Wi fe and young dP.ught er . " 

"When you hove a day t o yourself, a f r ee Sunday, and i t 

is n fine warm day •• • • • • • " 

Hio~~.s-laughed at me wi th a hint of derision ,. • ch suggest ­
ed that I wos pushi ng the point t oo hard. 

"We go to church , end t hen we go h oz:ie . Per ho.ps fr i ends 
call on u s , perhaps we c ,11 on them : but mainl y we eo home . " 

I snid: "I underst an d housing i s on e of your moJt urgent 
problems. " 

H& .; 1id: "Yea. " and left it t her e . I di d no t press him 
this timo . Ins tead , we ~r ranged t o mee t agai n rnd then I l eft. 

1here was a woman vii th two young boys in the reception r ')om. 

The two hoys seemed very excited. From the snatches of telk I 
he3rd it seemed tha t they were finding out de t ail s f or a trip to 
Ghana. 

A fine , ster-dy drizzle hod begun while I wr,s in Dove ' s 
Office ond it suddenly mPde WashinGton so em stickly end depress­
ing. 
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There is one t hi ng a l l diplomat s - black brown , white ,yellow; 

f rom the East , the West and t he Neutral s - have in common and that 

1s an i nfinite capacity for being sweetly polite while keeping t he 

enquirer a t a saf e distance . They know what they want t o gi ve out, 

and t hat 1s a l l you get ; and 1f t hey a r e in doubt t hey do not give . 

This is pr obabl y in the ver y na ture of their jobs: what t hey say, 

what they do, what t hey r evea l , can have gr ave r epercussions . And 

s o it was t hat while I could see all of the external trappi ngs , the 

offic e routine - whi ch i s much the same as t he routine i n any m:txax 

important business off/ice - t he really big stu f f that goes on 

behind t he scenes was a closely guarded secret . 

I knew the ~ducationld: Attache took car e of t he interests and 

welfar e of Ghanaian student s i n the United St at es: there wer e t he 

problems of placement, of f inancia l matters, of adjust ment and the 

like . Getting below that, getting to t he actuali ty of their problems 

was another matter . Anything t hat might be controversial, anything 

t hat was not quit e safe was r eserved for t he political Q19lnqllBJII~ 

spokesmen . And they would deal with these matter s either directly 

wit h the Stat e Department or else on the f loor of t he United Nations , 

if the matter is sufficiently big or could be used to some politica l 

end. 

So the non- political peopl e, the Secretaries and t he Atta ches 

avoided revealing anything t hat could regar ded as remotely touchy, 

explosive or politica l. And of course , events back home i n ~ ana 

wher e t hings were not very settled and most of t he oppos ition wer e 

in jail, made them all the more careful . 

Anc oo I got the over all i mpr ession of a ver y eff icient and 
I 

well-di eci pl i ned ma chine running or t he l ines and keeping its 
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secr et s l ike , any business office wher e security and secrecy ar e 

par amount . The appear ance was of openness but behind i t was t he 

guardedness of peopl e xkin:•xhnrwx a cu tely conscious of bei ng t he 

servant s and prot ectors of t he inter ests of t heir countr y in a 

str ange l and. And ther e was too, I f elt , a sense of caution bas ed 
and 

on protecting self-int er est ;/t his, I f elt , often made f or over-

caution, a r efusal to r eveal what mi ght be i n t he i nt er est of t he 

countr y becaus e i t has not been clear ed bef orehand . But per haps t h i s 

is unf air comment: after a ll, t hese foreign ser vice off1c1al sknow 

better t han anyone e l se what elbow r oom, what mar gi n for discretion 

t hey ar€ a llowed i n the service of Kwame Nkrumah' s Re blic. 

I met E.M. Debr ah i n a small of fice ups t airs which r einforced 

my impress ion of l a ck of spac e . Debrah was t he Counsellor, t he 

senior forei gn servic e of fic er at the embassy. He was t he adminis tra~tv 

head who r an t he whol e show under t he po l i t i cal direction of t he 

Ambassador. And like nearly all of Ghana' s civil s er vants in t he 

f orei gn br anch , he wae a young man . He was in h i s early or middle 

thirties . And yet hi s f ac t sheet showed t hat he was one of t he 

vet er ans of t he Ghana Foreign Service , He had been one of the first 

eight young Ghanaian sel ect ed f or f oreign ser vice tra ining way back 

i n 1955 when h i s country was s till t he self-governing Br iti sh colony 

of the Gold Coast and 1ndepamience and the name Ghana was s till t wo 

years away . He was an Honour s ~radua t e 1n Hi s tory from the Un ivers ity 

College of the G&ld Coast (now Ghana) and he had r ead Internationa l 

Relations a t t he London School of Economi cs . In hel ping t he p eopl e 

of t he Gold Yoast pr epar e for independence t he British Government 

had at t ached the eight young f or eign servic e tra inees t o t heir own 

embass i es all over t he world. Debrah was attached t o t he Brltish 
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Embassy in Pari s . 

The year s of Br itish t r a ining showed c l ear l y in hi s poi s e and 

polish , in h i s quiet ai r of dignified r eserve , i n t he dark business 

suit and t he light tie, i n his speech even. He was a handsome man 

of medi um hei ght and s l ender build . Hi s f ac e was smooth and ver y 

dar k and he had a sunny smile which lit u p h i s eyes . 

For a while we r ecalled London and Par i s of t he fift ies and it 

forged a l ink b et ween us . Ther e was a communit y of experience . The 

London and Paris of t he f ort ies t hat I shar ed with Kwame Nkrumah and 

J omo Kenyatta and George Padmore and Azi kiwe of Nigeria wer e not s o 

ver y diff er ent from the London and Pari s of the fifti es t hat he knew. 

The differ ence was in our different activities . We had been the r ebels 

dreami ng and s chemi ng to win a continent . He , l ess t han a generation 

l a t er, was one of t he inher1t oPs. That was t he measure of t he f ant astic 

change i n Africa . And ye t t her e was t his community of outlook based 

on a common experienc e with the Brit i sh . This may well turn out to 
on 

be one of t he most enduring after-inf luences of Britain/ t he elite 

of her former ilrtEKK colonies . 

I asked h i m how long h e ha d been a t the British Embassy in Paris . 

Till 1957 when the Gold Coast a ch ieved indepdndence and became Ghana. 

Then he had b een sent to Liberia as Firs t Secret a ry. Two year s l at er, 

in 1959, he had been t bans f erred to Ca iro wher e he had ac t ed a s 

Char ge d 'Affa1r ee for several monthse 

As Debrah r eca lled it, both London and Paris had been fun for 

a young f or eign service of ficer i n t r a ining. Liber ia had been t he 

first t ast e of the r eal t hing and of cours e t her e ha d been no 

question of colour . And indeed he ha d been f r ee of any sense of 

colour in both wndon and Paris . But Egypt had been excepti onal. 

Ther e, for t he firs t time in h i s life, he ha d experienced a s ense of 
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dignity in the fact of being black. Debrah did not say it but i t 

was clear that the spell in Egypt ha obviously had a very profound 

effect on him, and the effect had to do with the atti tude t o colour. 

As for us i n the days of dreaming of African po1er, so for him and 

those like him in the days of t he r eality of African power, colour 

was still a f4ctor. One of the key problems of our time was s t i ll 

that of t he r el a tions between the lighter and darker members of 

mankind. 

But when it cane to talking about this the conversation became 

guarded. Of course there were probl ems but perhaps I had b etter 

find out about these for myself. For instance he could tell me of 

the case of the First Secretary f r om the embassy who had been t hrown 

out of a polling booth i n Geor gia in November of 1960. r t:Kmr wonder d 

whether u.ny1 o1y t the St.ate •rtmen r eali ,ed that a r ol al 

lnc:tdent wh oh happened 1n 1960 wa. at 11 f'ra hly rem"m r d . An 
call to 

h could t ll me of th t atoning~ 1, phono/ma<la t.•...::n he c~t1 \ 

A taoh in My of 1961 n whi ch the calle,... t ld him to get o tor 

'they• uill get him . And he could show me letters like the or.i 

calling +,hem rel1ca om the atone age who ehould atop medcll1ng i n 

the internal affa1ra of the Jnited St ates . 

We w~r e interr upted by the arrival of a young man from the Ghana 

Information and Trade ~enter 1n New York . His business was ur ent 

and he h::Jd to r eturn to New York the same evening. I ,-ras glad to 

excu se thorn, Thi a business of talking about r aoe and colour can 

be ver y awkwar d for people who r epr esent their countries abroad. 

They would and did t alk provided they were sure that not all t hey 

aa1d was att ributed directly to them. Much of what happens in 
s 

Washington comes out d~reetly or ae an unquotable leak . The Afr icans 

1n Washington have caught on fast to t his technique: some have 
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On May 31st, 1961 Edward R. Murrow, heRd of the United 
States Informotion A~ency oddressed t ne Nation l Press Club in 
Washington Pnd fo und it necessary t o speak of some of the pro­
blems f Pced by the Afr icnn di plomats. He SPid : "Here in Wash­
ington , for exampl e , ther e exi sts a much unrepor t ed i ncumbr ence 
on our African r el~t i ons t h~t can lose us as much influence a s 

anything the Sovi ets migh t do . Wher e do we house African diplo-
mats i n our capi tal? 
l ed by Negro l eaders. 

These are representative s of Negro nati ons 
I t is bad enough thv t they r e Pd headlines 

of Birmingham bus burni ngs and beRti ngs . I t i s even worse t hat 
they find it nePr impossi bl e to l ive i n the capi tal of our nation. 
Lnndlords wil l not r en t io them ; schooliirefuse t heir children ; 
stores will not l et t hem t r y on clo thes ; beaches bor thei r f amilies. 
Today there nre some 30 ~frican r epreHente tives in w~shi ng t on with 
what io euphemisti c lly called •unsatisfac tory housing •. Fully 
one- third of these are termed emer gency cases. There wi l l be 
some 50 more families arriving in t he next s i x months , 100 in t he 
next year . • 

The stor ies of the diff i culties encoun tered in t he search for 
-

homes are legion . The .Ambassedor concerned tol d me of seeing a 
sign i n the window of a real esta te agency announcing an partmen t 

_, 
to let. The Amb ssAdor went i n to the office , presented hi s card 
and asked to see the mane~er . Wfien the maneeer appeRred t he 
ftmbassAdor tol d him that he woul d l i ke to rent the apextment f or 
o member of his staff who wns R family man . The manaeer was sorry 
but that pportment was not t o l et t o any Negroes , not even diplo­
JLatic Negroes . No t one of t he /.fricens in whose presence I heard 
this ot or J showed t he sligh test surprise or shock. To them this 
was juut one vari ati on on what hAd be come a familiar theme . 

In June of 1961 the Dis tri ct of Co l umbi a Conference on Community 
Developmen t 60t a group of volun t eer s to do a house- t o- house CRnv~ss 
of 211 ' l uxur y • opPrtmen t buildings in Nor thwest Washingt on to find 
out which wer e willing to r ent to African diplomats and which were 
not$ These bui ldings c ontained appr oxi mately 24 , 000 apro-tment 
units of varying sizes . Ei ght out of the 211 buil dings m~ de it 
clear tha t they woul d accept African di pl omat s ns tenants. 21 
buildings spid they mi 0ht accept Afr i cAn di plomats but the responses 
were ambiguous . In 17 buildings it was i ndicated that they pro-

I 
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bably would not accept Africans , but here t oo the respon ses were 
ambiguous . In 37 buildings no clear answer was given as to 
whe ther the,.)Lwould or would not accept African~.~i plomats a s 
tenants . -In 128 buildings it wa.s clearly sta t~ d that Afr ican 
diplomats wou-ld not be accepted as tenan ts . 

In the cas e of the eight buil dings where t he answer was a 
definite yes two of the buildings were apartrLen t-hotels with 5'79 
apartment unit s . The other six wereF1partmen t buildings exclusive­
ly with a to t a l of 662 apartmen t uni ts . One of the two apartment­
hotels indica ted tha t in accepting Africans as t enants i t would 
act as a hotel rather t han an apartment house , and charge monthly 
rents b~sed on daily hotel rates inste ~d of a monthl y charge simi­
lar to f!n apartmen t system. 

The t wenty- one buil dings which said tha t they might accept 
Africans were in the main of the ambiguous order of "yes, but we 
do not anticipate any vacancies , " and " we woul d be happy to put 
his application on our waiting lis t " . This is one of the most 
common methods of gett ing rid of African applicants wi thout caus-
ing any embarrassment. The applicati n is accepted but no t con-
s idered when a va cancy occur s . 

In other instances in this category there were conflicting 
responses . The resi dent manager i n the building would give one 

. --,: 

answer and the agent f or the building would give the opposi te 
~nswer ~ The agent might expr ess wil lingness to rent to African 
diploma ts but the residen t manager might express unwillingness . 
In this ca tegory of the ambiguou s ' yes ' were also t hose who re­
fused to fta discuss the question and said t heir company ' s policy 
was t o consider e~ch appl ica t ion on an individual basis. 

Most of the case histories in the seventeen buildings which 
gave an ambiguous •no ' to the question whether they would r ent to 
Afric an dipl oma ts were much t he s ome as t hose of the ambi guous 
' yes • only i n the cm,osi te direction . 

In the one hundred and twenty- ei t ht buil dings where it was 
definitely stated thnt African would not be accepted as tenants the 
reasons fell into t wo ma jor categories . First, t hat African diplo­
mats were undesir Ab~e because t hey were Negroes ; s econd , becau se 

they were dipl omats . In t wenty- seven cases t hose in charge of t he 
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buildings gave skin colour ~s their reason for not wanting to 
rent to Africans . 

Some of the objections given were : 

=--n-The buildi ng woul d be v acant in 30 -cfi3_ys. " 

"Fifteen tenants watched the resident manager when 
~ he interviewed an African diplomat . 8 a 

In 30 cases the refusal t o rent was given as because of the 
diplomatic status of t he Africru1s . 

" We want only long- term residents . " 

"Diploma ts move every 18 months , and we can't aff ord 
to redecorate thAt often . " 

"Diplomats break their leases and violate the lease 
provisions ." 

" They entertain l avishly with caterers an d orchestras 
until 2 a . m. " 

The canvassers f ound that these objections to diplomats were 
al so expre sse d by one apar tment- hotel owner who doe-s' rent to diplo­
mats and who pl ans , to continue to do so in the future . 

The spokesmen in t he remaining seventy-one buil dings which 
refused to have African diplomats a s tenRnts simply made the s t a te­
ment and ga e no reasons why. Thus , out of a total of some 24 , 000 
apartment units 60% were definitely not ava i l able for rental by 
AfricAn di plomats; another 7% were mos t unlikely to rent to Afric an 
dipl omats ; and 14% hed given e doubtful •yes '. If this doubt ful 
•yes ' is split evenl / the 'yes ' category would enj oy the benefit 
of a huge doubt and the 'no ' total woul d go up to 741,. A f air 
estimate bRsed on t bt f indings of the canvass i nitia ted by the 
District of Columbia Conference on Community Relations woul d indi­
cat e tha t something like 74% of the ' luxury ' apartment buildings 
in N0 rthwest Washing ton woul d not accept African diplomats as 
tenants . 

Harold Cooper , a mountain of an Englishman , who ha d spent 
many years in Washing ton after a lifetime i n the:.Bri tish Colonia l 
service in Africa under a string of Bovernors , f elt tha t housing 
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was undoubtedly the gr avest of all the probl ems , especially among 

t he younger and not so senior members of Afri can embass i es . As 

public r elations adviser to the Liberian 6Ralf~ embassy in 

Washington Cooper is in a pos ition to know. Most of t he younger 

African dipl omat s , he sa i d, are on salaries which are s mall by 

Amer ican standards . And even aft er t hese salaries ar e supplimen~ed 

by a llowances the failure t o find a suitable hou se or apartment 

at a r easonable r ent al often made their tour of duty in Washington 

somet hi ng of a ni ght mar e . 

The St at e Department, and Chief of Pr otocol Angi er Biddl e Dlke , 

ar e acutely conscious of the pr oblems f aced by the Africans and ar e 

doing a l l they can to make t hings as easy for t hem as poss ible . 

I ndeed, loo~ing e f t Pr t he African dipl omats i s r egarded as s o 

i mport ant that a Special Pro t ocol Affairs section has been set up , 

Thi s section spends mos t of its time looki ng after the i nter ests of 

Africans and protecting t hem as f ar as possible from unhappy r a ce 

and colour exper iences . On Jul y 7th 1961 Prot ocol i niti at ed a 

confer ence bet ween r eal es t ate owner s , t he St at e Department and 

other gover nment official s and agencies with t he aim of secur ing 

adequat e hous ing f acilities for African and As i an diplomat s . Out of 

t hi s confer ence came a Housing Committee and t he openi ng up of 

enough apartment buildings to house t he s t affs of aome t wenty-five 

African mi ssions . 

Throughout my s t ay in Washington one of t he s t r ongest and most 

abiding of all my impr essions was of t he r eally h er cul ean effort s 

of the American gover nment t o r educe and get rid of all t hose f actors 

which made f or t he unhappi ness of t he Afri can dipl omat s . Many of 

t he Africans r eal ised and appr eciat ed t hi s; part i cu l arly t hose of 

t he older embass i es . The Liberians and Ethiopi ans t end to f eel t hat 
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however unhappy conditions may be i n parts of t he United St at es , t hi s 

was a domestic matter in which foreign dipl omat s should not intervene . 

And in t heir personal encount ers with r acial and colour insults t hey 

use pr ide and dignity as a massive shi eld. But most of the ~R~ ~KKIDl:tll 

r epresentatives of the younger s t ates ar e not as tolerant. For t hem 

colour discrimlknation i s a relic of the old colonialism which t hey 

have thrown off i n Africa and which t hey a re not pr epar ed to toler ate 

anywher e el se, espec iall y as they are invested wit h t pe dignity of 

r epresenting their countries . They ar e i mpat i ent wit h t he r eality of 

t he American sit uation and critical of even t he l audable effort s of 

St at e Department official s to guar d them against discrimination by 

dr awi ng up list s of r estaurants and other pl a ces wher e they would b e 

welcome . To them the idea t hat t he St ate Department should subs idis e 

an international club wher e t hey can meet Americans who do not 

obj ect to t heir colour smacked of an attempt t o her d black diplomat s 

into a neon-li ghted, air-condit ioned s ocia l ghetto. 

Few of the African dipl omat s, if any , r eli sh t he i dea of crossing 

t he Potomac . To t hem the whole of the United St at es below it i s 

unfriendl y terr i tory, associat ed with the discomfort of long car 

r ides t hrough townshi ps where t hey dar e not atop f or a meal or to 

use a rest room wit hout r isking insul t or injury. 

And they a r e awar e too of one i mportant change their pr esence 

has wrought in the s ocial lif e of Washington. In t he old days b efore 

their coming t he fashionable hostesses cou l d safel y s catt er their 

invitat ions among t he embassi es in the sur e knowl edge t hat all the 

guests who t urned up would be white or so near whi t e as t o make no 

difference. And so dancing was quit e of t en an i mport ant part of 

t hese ent erta inments. Today dancing i s out. 
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But the picture is not one of unrelieved gloom. Intimat e and 

very real and relaxing friendships have been built up between African 

diplomats and their opposite numbers in the United States service, 

as wel l as between the Africans and diplomats from the ID.lropean 
in particular 

countries . The British and French embassies/have done much to welcome 

and make things easier for the representatives of t heir for mer 

colonies : t hey have sponsored t he Africans sociall y by having them 

as honoured guests at important dinners and functions and so 

introduced them to peopl e in the top bracket of Waegington society. 

And 1t is possible today for the African diplomat in search of 

relaxation 1n pleasant surroundings, and who wishes to see somet hing 

of the American countryside, to drive out to Montgomery County for 

an evening or for a weekend and have a good time compl etely free 

of any possibility of any inci dent. Montgomery is today the wealthi est 

6ounty in the United Stat es and its popula tion includes a l ar ge 

number of civil servants and professional men of progressive outlook • 

.And so the African diplomat s f i nd themselves welcome and compl et ely 

at home a t places like the f ashionabl e and expensive Normandy Farm 

res~aurant . Montgomery County last year s compl et ed its plan for 

tho total integration of all its schools . It was t he first among all 

Maryland counties to do so . Sceptics say t his i s because few Negroes 

live in the county. Be that as it may: the fact is t hat Montgomer y 

County atande out as a haven for African diplomats . 
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I found the African d:iplC11Btic :partie s f asc11ating. They 

were an intriguing combinetion of the formAl and the inf ormal . 

They began early And ran l a te , and almost invariably f ood was 

served ~n glorious buff e t s t yl e at some point in the evening. 

They were also the pl ces wJaere you met t he people you had tried 

unsuccessfully to contact at their offices f or days . And 

people t these pRrtios seemed to s peak more freely thrn they 

did in their offices . And so you picked up the l atest gossip 

Rild you heard About t he l ~test incident. 

It WAS at the Liberian Embassy party that I met the quiet 

young Fren ch- speaking diplorac t from the Ivory Coas t . It was 

after most of the drinking and ea ting nnd the a tmosphere was ... 
relc.xed and eAsy. We talked about Paris in the d yEJ shortl y 

after the wer and he soun ded terribly homesick for Paris . 

"And how do you f ind Washing t on? " I asked. 

He shrugged as only a Frenchman can. "It is not the some 

thing. You know it i s not tha same thing. But my country 

sends me a.o I do my duty. But I anticipate the time whon I 

am transferred. Washingt on is - how do you i3ay it? - " He 

signalled and a young diplomat f rom on e of the English- speaking 

.African embassies joined uf:i . "How do you say to our friend 
about our tour here? You know , it is h ar d. " 

The new fellow wa s tall and thickset and towered Above us , 
broad of face and typical l y West African. He t hrew b 0 ck hi s 

head and r oared with l aughter . 

"He means thDt Waohingt on is wh~t you might call a t nrd­

ship post for us. You know , in the past when European civil 

servPnt s were posted to lonely or difficult or dangerous pl ces 

they called t hem hardship posts. That ' s what Viashingt on i s to 

us. " 

"All of you? And do you all c all it t ha t ? " 

"We don 't go around saying i t but we feel it. Someone h,:i s 

suegested thvt the State Department should i ssue us with t urbans 

ns we come into the country. This woul d make it plain t o ell 

t he Americans tha t we ore not Americ Pn Negroes and shoul d there-
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fore be treated as honorary whi t e men . " 

The gently bitter irony was lost on the Branch- speaking 
chap but he DQ dded Pnd said yes . And then a group of peQ~l e 
joined us and the big English- speaking chap drifted av.•ay. In 

a far corner of the gar den , Mr . Amb ssador Halm of Ghana was 
the centre of a l arge group who seemed to hang on his woxcls . He 

wore his colourful native cloth, the only one who did so , and it 
mado him the most striking figure at the party. 

l had discovered early in my Washington sojourn that there 
was a small @'_oup of people who attended most of the Afri~ 

di pl omat ic p .rties about whom there was an air of mystery. People 
knew their names, people introduced you to them, they were charm­
ing and knowledgeable ?..nd were obviously insiders , but nobody 
s eemed to know jus t wha t they did or where theycould be found 
when t here were no diplomatic parties. One such came up to me , 
s eemed to know me and my business and seemed to even know what 
my l ast conversati on md been about. 

"Of course the Afri cans fee l t hings pretty badly. But 
t hings are not so bad you know, and we are making progress. " 
.And wi th that the person drift ed off. 
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At another party, t hi s time t hrown by E.M. Debrah, t he Counsellor 

of the Ghana embassy, I met a handful of American Negroes and discover e1 

t hat t he coming of the Africans has had a disturbing impact on the 

Negroes of the United St a t e s . The girls r looked l ike two s isters . 

They wer e very dar k and , in terms of appear ance , they could have 

come from Liberia or Sierra Leone or Ghana or Niger ia. Only t heir 

speech set t hem apart . They were a l i ttle apart at t his party too. 

The gathering was about equally mixed of bl ack and whit e . Debrah 1 n 

home was in the f ashionabl e Argyl e Terra ce in Nor t hwest Wa shington, 

a whit e r esident ial ar ea of beautiful houses . 

I got into conver sation wit h t he gitts and it soon came out 

t hat t hey took a dim view of all t hese whi tes hanging around t he 

Af rican diplomat s and their parties . This one was bad enough, with 

half of t he peopl e at t he party be i ng white . They want ed t o know if 

I had been to any of t he part ies of t he Fr ench speaking Africans . I 

had not s o t hey told me of all t he whit e women who hung around t hose 

parties . There you hardl y ever s aw a black woman and t he whites 

nearly a l uays outnumbered the blacks . The one said these whites 

were out for what t hey could get and t he Africans wer e being foiled 

into t hinking t hey wer e r eal f riends . 

Tho other one said, wit h a world of bit terness in her voi ce: 

''And t hey don't even have any time for us, our own kind! Its a 

disgrace! " 

I got away from t hem and wandered into another room only t o 

walk into an ar gument char ged wit h bitterness . A tall , t hi ckset 

West African, his face livid wit h r age , was having an ar gument with 

an equally t a ll but very s l ender young Ameri can Negro. The American 

Negro worked fo r one of t he Africa agencies of t he St at e Department, 

one of t hose unof fi cial agencies . 

The African challenged t he American: "Tell me t his: you working 
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for t he St a t e Department, ar en 't you?" 

"What' s that got to do with t he ar gument?" t he American sai d mildl ; 

ttWh,;;' don't you answer ? Are you ashamed?" 

"Ashamed of what?0 

"Then admit you work fo r t he St at e Department!" 

"That has nothing to do with ar gument. 0 

"It has ever ything to do with it ! What you say are not your O\om 

words . You are just an echo of your maetor!" 

This aroused t he American somwhat , but he s till kept a hold on 

hi mself. "I suppose you are not an echo of your maat er!u 

"My mast ers are black," the West African snapped . "Yours are 

whit e . Mine don't bea t and scourge and mDIXDD! burn me!" 

"So what ?" 

"So you 're a traitor t o your race ! " 

The American Negro braced himself as t hough struck. He shut his 

eyes t hen opened them. His misery embarrassed ID and depr essed me and 

it was har d t o hold my t ongue . Then, the American Negro sighed , 

mustered a smile and rent my heart. 

"You are l*cky," he said. "I am an A'llerican - an American Negro." 

I t urned away from t hem. I di d not want to hoar the arrogant 

retort of t he proud Af rican. 

' To be an American Negro in a day like t his' coul d s till be very 
and arrogance 

rough, even 1n the encounter with the Africans in t he pride/of t heir 

newly achieved freedom. 

I left t he party early, depr essed and curious t o find out t he 
t he 

American Negro' s r eaction to t he presence of/pl eni potentiaries of 

Africa in Washington. 
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The mPn f e_l into s t e p be side me after I h Bd walked only a 

few ynrdsavmy from the hotel. He was very black n d very t hin ; 
narrow of f p. ce an d with long j aw nn d hollow cheeks . His feet 
end hPnds were ver y long t hough he himself was not t all - not 

much nore t hnn helf an inch hit her t hM my own five- six. But 
his tight block sui t wi th its unpAdded shoulders Pn d hi s drain­

pipe trousers mnde hi m seem taller. His blAck poin t ed shoe s 
shone and there w~s an a ir of scrubbed cleMness abou t him: 
b1ock hat pe.L·che.d soberly on his head, bJ.FJck tie, bl c k suit , 
bJ.~ck socks an d shoes, wi th onJy the visible parts of a snowy 
whi t e shirt r elievin& t ho clean uni f ormi t y of bl a ckness . I 

felt hi s terita tivi t y Rnd hesitati on in hi d gree ting. His voice 
wa s r,1 soft attractive sou thern drfml which became warm when I 

showe d fri endliness. 

"Tha t your hotel?" He zt.o t ioned bnckward with his he d at 

wh~t many people re~~rd s WashinBt on • s lea ding hotel. 

yes end he nodded knowingly. 
I said 

"You •re en A ... ~ricon . Its different for ~ • " The stres s 

on the •ua • put me in a world f ar r emoved from his own . 

I sa id: " But you can s t ay there now, if you have the money. " 

"Tha t is wh~t they want you to believe . They make every­
thing right for you and they keep you Pway from u s s o t h a t you 
shouJ.dn • t see . t, 

As he went on te lking i t bec eme clePr t hnt he thou gh t me an 

African di plollir t . t his was t he new experience f or me on this 
trip t o t he Uni t ed Stp te s . The moment I opened my mouth it was 

clear thri t I was not nn American Neero . I w s obviously t oo ol d 
to be a s tudent; s o many ~eople f e ll b ~ok on t h e next t hi ng : en 

A r i c vn di plome t; And this was pnrticulerly s o in ~ shi ng ~on. 

A c ooJ. breeze sof t ened t h e he t of the s ummer morning as we 

sett l ed down on r, bench in t he park f eeing the Wh i te Hous e . I 
told my new f ound fr iend t h t I was not P di ploma t . ~t the 

f nc t t hn t I we s an M r i c Pn was Blmc s t the srune t hing to him. 
And then , quie tly, in his soft care s sing voice , he poured out hi s 
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frus tra tion rnd bitter ness .nd hi s desire to quit t he United Stat es. 

He ha d been t o t he 1UBerian F.mbassy l ocking f or a j ob. They had 
taken his nr,JJte nd promi sed t o get i n tou ch wi th him. Be under­

s t ~od the se thing s t ook time bu t i t w~s taldng r Pt her l ong . But 

t hey hPd trea ted him very n i ce l y and politel y , e specia l ly the young 

gen t lemen wh o hod i nterviewed him. He was t i r e d of wor ki n g for 
people who showe d him n o res pec t and n o regPrd. He ha d spent his 

lif e working for such people . Now he wen t ed k1o work for hi s own 
kind, here in Wa shing t on t o begin wi th but i ~ h ope t h r t they woul d 

send -him to Afri cn when he h a d prove d himsel f . That i s where he 
wented his chil dren t o grow up . He looked hopefully a ~ ·me . Di d 
I know any of t he peopl e at a:ny of the emba s s ies. I s a i d yea but 

I h qd no pull wi th t h em. Then I asked what he did. He was a 

pre cher i n his spare time but h e worke d a s a me s s enger and handy­
man . I t hought : And Africa so full of messenger s and h an dyn.en. 

He left me some ·t en minutes lat er , nea t an d t r im nn d very 

thin ~n d str i ght ; e simple men i n whom t h e presence of the Afr i cB..:1s 
in Washingt on has s tirred str ange n ew longi n gs l a te in l i f e . 

The young Negro intellectual t ook me to Billy Simpson' s house 
of Seaf ood and Steaks on Geor gi a Avenue in his purring Merce de s­
Een z . He had wor ked i n Africa for t he St a t e Dep~rtment and he 

knew London a:nd PE'ris a s well s I di d. He was handsome , pol i sh­

e d , knowl edgeable , world1y- wi se end obviously knew his way abou~ 
Wa shing ton's di plor a t ic cor r i dors . He wa also ver y n oncoI!lIJ.itt ol . 

When ever I a oked him a lending question he would smile charmingly 
end i vc me t he n nme , e ddre s s r. d phone number of t he per son who 

vms the expert on th t pert i culr>r subject. He di d , h owever 1 fill 
me in with t he sort of unquoteable br ckeround stu£ f which makes 

for perspec t ive . Whenever he cot anywhere near making a positi ve 
s t t ernen t h e hould smile and chens e the converua t ion t o fo od or 
Lon don or PAr i s or in t o some other hPrml e ss and non-con trovers ~al 
or n on- political channel. 

Some Africen diplomPts , my fr i en d soid , of ten foregother e t 
Billy Simp s on' s Hou s e of Seafood and Ste aks . But t her e were none 
there on the t p,rrticul r evenin g . Ins t e nd we rEIIl into a celebra­

t ion pPrty which was purely Amer i can Negro . The Presadent had j u s t 

n nmed another Negro to a high post, thus swel1ing t he lis t of Negroes 
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in high government or semi- government positions to well o~er 
thir ty. Champagne flowed fairly freely And mv friend and I 
were soon drBwn into the party. I h~d t he sense of a precious 
victory won in , hrrd rnd long bP , tle . 

At one point I turned to my young intellectual Sta te Depart­
ment friend. "Would you say t he presence of the Africans in 
·, ashington hAd anything to do wi th this?" 

He tur ned on his charming smi le and looked a.t one o:f the 

other celebrating guests. This man SPi d: 

"Not directly; not evenly primarily; but definitely, yes! 
Just the f act 0£ their presence hns advcnced our struggl e a t 
least fifty yenrs . 

The young Negro newsppper editor, on the other hend , -~i d not 
I 

quite share th t view. It vms press de,~ ,.-rd he h ad to go to 
Baltimore to put his paper to be d so we had snatches of converoa­
tion between telephone calls and grappling with l est minute copy. 

11 0f course we •re i n terested i n the tfrican di plomots he:ce . 
They invite us and we go to thei r fun ctions Hhenever we can , and 
of course we e i ve them as good coverage e s possibl e . But we s till 
have our own problems A.Dd our own situa t ion s to contend with. " 

I seid: " What nbout repor t ing incidents such a s the Fitz­
john pffa.ir flt Hagerstown?,. 

"We repor t them. We eAve the Fitzjohn story bi g pl ey. But 
you must un<lerst!'\Ild th,, t these peopl e don • t encounter a '!'rnction 
of the daily dose of our own peopl e . When anything happens to 
them its nn internPtional incident f n d all t he pnpcra Pre on to it. 
But h ve you seen PDY of these on the front pnge s?" 

He shoved some stories at me . There was one of a Negro being 
beeten up by police1 .. en for being wi t h a white woman . Another of 
A policeman clubbing~ Negro into a bloody mess aft er he h r d been 
arrested. n These don • t m ke the whi t e he dlines and these are 
my buoiness. I hope the presence of t he Afr icans will help but 
we C8Jl 1 t bPnk on it. We must do our own fighting. Nobody else 
can fight our bPttles for us and we cannot sit brck and pretend 
it is all over bee use of the African di plomats among us . " 
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"But their presence has gi v en a subtle new s lant to your 
s truggl e , " I suggeste d. 

The hint of a smil e flickered across his f e ce and was gone. 
He spread his hands , ~alms up and shrugged. 

"Tha t is in the f iel d of t heory. In hard day- to- day terms 
it is the same struggl e , the same steady uphill march t ha t ' s been 
goine on s ince emanci pation . It is cold com~ort to t he guy in 
Mississippi t o know there are African dipl omats in Washi ngton . " 

•
11or tha t some of bli.s own kind are now ambassa dors? " 

"Even that . Wel don Johnson wa s an ambassador way, way back . " 

"So you _say t heir presence makes no difference?" 

"Not for the guy down there . He ' s still f acing the same 
things ; he ' s s till fighting the same ba ttles. Buch gains as he 
has made are lli and hi s greatest help has come f rom intell i gen t 
and progressive white .Americans . The Africans only showed up here 
yesterday and the struggl e didn 't begin yesterday. Of course they 
represen t a changing worl d and thRt will _ benefit u s , bu t we must 
carry the ball here and now" . 

"And what of t hem and Uni ted States prestige in wha t happens 
to them?•1 

He answered t he phone and did not repl ece it on the r eceiver 
when he hed fin ished. He l eaned back and looked t houghtful . 

n The irony of the situa ti on , " he said, choosing his words 
with care , "The irony of the situation i s that the capital of the 
Unit~d St ates i s in the Sou th , that Washington D.C. i s a s outhern 
city~ And what adds to thnt i s t he f act t hat it is becoming a 
Negro city. Did you know that something like fifty- three percent , 
of the residents of Washington are Negros? 0 

The Howard Uni versi ty Professor so.id: 11 There isn't much 
cont~ct between the Af rican diploma ts and us . I had hope that 
one of them who was a student of mine in the old days woul d ge t 
in t ouch some t ime. But I suppose they are very busy. I think 
we coul d be more useful to them t han we have been but we do no t 
wan t t o join the crowds of pushers and n ew- found frien ds of Africa . 
Very f ew of us would be invited t o di pl omatic parties in the norm~l 
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course of events , and in any case we could contribute very 

little that i s useful a t crowde d diplomatic parties . " 

He sounded disappoin ted but made it clear that he was 

no t being critical. It was just tha t the hoped-for co-opera­
tion between the Afri can dipl oma t s an d the .American Negro elite 
ha d not materialised. 

Mr . Ambassador Willi~ Marmon Q,ua.o Halm welcomed me i nto hi s 

spacious and neat office . A portrait of President Nkrumah hung on 

the wall behind his desk. The big room ,ms cool and pl easant and 

tast efully furnished ; a room with a dominant motif of light brown, or 

perhaps it was the l i ght brown man , big and striking , who gav e t he 

room its impression of light brown. Thia time he wore a pale 

lounge suit instead of his s triking native cloth . There was an 

air of restless energy about t he man . He sat down , got up and walked 

to his desk, came back and sat with me and then jumped up when 

somebody came to the door and gav e quick ins tructions in hi s nativ e 

tongue . 

Unlike Ghana's first Ambassador to \lashi nEton , Mr. C.A. Chapman, 

Ur. Hal m is no career c ivil servant . He 1s a strong Nkrumah party 

man. He was one of t he first of t he older men to join Nkrumah' s 

oonventio11 Peopl e As Party way back in 1950 . He has served as First 

President of the Accr a Branch of the par ty and he has a l s o been 

t he party ' s National Tr east.a,er. 

He was born at Akuse on July 24t h, 1902 and he went to s chool 

in Sierra Leone which 1n t hose days had the moa t advanced 

educational institutions in Brit ain' s West African colon i es . 

Affluent West African families from as f a r away as Nigeria used to 

send their children to s chool in Sierr l Leone. 

After school Mr. Halm went to work for a business firm which 

was later mer ged into t he Aiant United Africa Company• Like s o 
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the majority of educat ed, middle-class-in-the-making , Gold Coast ers. 
Party 

he Joined Dr. J .B. Danquah's United Gold Coast Convention/when 1t 

was formed 1n 1947. At the end of that same year Dr. Danquah, as 

head of the n ew party, invited Kwame Nkrumah who was s t udying in 

London, to return home and assume the secret aryship of the party. 

Nkrumah arrived back in tqe Gold Coast &n December of 1947 and 

assumed h1s new political post . Mr. Halm, meanwhile, had become a 

memb er of the Accra Town Council and Tr easurer of the party . He must 

therefore have been pretty close to Nkr umah in t hose ear ly days . 

When Nkrumah broklt away f r om the United Gold Coast Convent i on 

par ty txx~x~ and formed his own Convention People's Pa.rty 

in June of 1949, Mr. Halm s t ayed on and only switched his allegiance 

in 1950 . From that point onward Mr. Halm has been a f a ithful Nkrumah 

man , and his reward has been a aeries of very high offices . He has 

been Chairman of the Ghana Industri a l Development Corporation and 

i t s t wenty- four subsidiar ies, first President of the Elack St ar 

Shi pping Li net and a member of all t he more i mportant Tr ade Miss ions 

to various parts of the world . He entered diplomacy when Nkrumah 

named him Ghana's first Ambaosador t o t he state of Israel . It was 

from Isr ael that he was transferr ed to \'/a.ah1ngton 1n 1959 . 

As we sat i n that big and comfortable and peac eful room, I 

t hought of Dr. J . B. Danquah , one of the finest s cholar s the Gold 

Coast which is now Ghana had ever produced. The fine s cholar had 

invited Nkrumah back f rom Engl and and had set him up in the country' s 

nationa l ist politic s . That r 1ne s cholar had been head of t he party 

of which Mr . Halm had been treasur er. That fine scholar had then 

become leader of t he opposition in the parl iament of an indepemidmlt 

Ghana. And that f ine scholar was now l angui shing in j ail as one of 
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Kwame Nkrumah ' s pol1t1cal prisoners . Mr. Ambassador Ha l m was no 

stranger to t he event s whi ch have l ed to t h i s point . As we sat 

t here I wonder od if he ever t hought of Dr . J . B. Danquah . Whet her 

he did or not, in t erms of t he r eality of p r act ica l politics , in 

; erms of serving the bes~ inter ests of Nkrumah's Ghana and Ghana ' s 

Nkrumah, Mr . Ambassador Halm s truck me a s an excell ent choice . 

He 1s shrewd, skilful and experi enced and, when t her e i s need for it, 

he can be t he most cha r ming p er son you have ever met . He 1s a l s o the 

mo s t influentia l among the African di plomat s in Washington, r eflecting 

perhaps the gr eat influence of his country as t he first of the 

independent s t ate of t he new Africa , and s till, to an ext ent. the 

pace- setter, t hough others, l ike t he gr eat Ni geria a r e now coming 

forward to off e r challenge. But whatever happens lat er, f or the 

present Ghana i s still t he l eader, both· inside Af r ica and in t he 

~JEJal!Z world of dlplomaoy abroad. And Hr . Halm, I felt, was aware 

of this and drew gr eat s treng t h from it. 

His message , when we parted, was t o tell t he West not to tie 

pol itica l s t rings to aid. UWI L
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'.lbe Office of Sena-tor John F. Kennedy 
362 Senate Off i ce Building 
Washington, D. c. 

FOR IMMEDIA'IE RELEASE 

m1ARI<S OF SENATOR JORN F. KENNED! (DEM. -MASS. ) 
LUBCDEON IN HONOR OF THE AFRICAN ;Q!FLCMAll_Q. c~ows 

WASHING'roN, D. C. -- F~, JUNE 2£~-!2._~?. 

'.lbese first few weks of summer are a historic time for Africa and 

for the United States . Between June 20th and July 1st four new African 

states -- containing more than ten per cent of Africa's people -- will become 

free and independent. And three days later - - on July 4th - - the United 

States will celebrate the 184th anniversary of its own natione.l independence. 

\) 
Dur.ing the turmoil and struggle of tha.t first successful revolt against 

(l 
.... -~ ~-a~~ o~ freedom and equa.lity and progress -- burns brightly across the 

colon.'lal rule, Tom Paine wrote t..1'1at "a name has arisen not to be extinguished ," -----------···-. ---·-·-···· --·. •• 

At'.d, .,...oday tbat same name - - j_gni ted by a small group of Americans in 1776 - --------.. --•-... ·---.... -- .. 

- . ----· • ' . 

,-.·::r',;i r.ci cotr';~..n.en:t o-:: .Africa - - kindling in men the desire and the will to 

a~ape their own destinies as ~ree men. 
~~- _..., _ _ .,... ___ 4•----·-~ ... 

1/Pwe the people of the ol.deat nation ever founded on revolt _f~om colonial 
I ---------- ·--------·--~---L--·------ -- • - -

' rule "1elcoll11'.? the nations of Africa - - our newest partners in man's cent,.l!'ies-~---------------... ----- _.,. ___ _,.,~-- -- ._ _ --· -- . - -

' o:.{". strt'.gg.le for individual freedon, national indepen_dence and human dignity. 
~~---------,,·....._-~ .... ·•- ,.,..,..,_... .. ....__,..___ -

Alld 'l';e .-e..1.co:ne them !n the knowledge that the bettJ.e which we began 1 00 yea.rs ------------ .... --.- ... ..,._ ----
I j : ego will net be won until every J.and-t!laSs -- from Africa to_~ia tc Ee.stern 

:SuroJ)'e - - is occupied by men who are their own rulers, by nations ...nich e.re ---- --
~e -'.;o pu~U"? their own goa.:J..s l.. oy govenunents w.1ch are founded on the co~ent 

-...ZQ WWW -- IIP14 . wal ... ..... .... ,......... ..,___..~ i; • -- ---------~ 

I o~ ..... be pe01)le '\olUOm they govern. 'lhis .'!!'ll.13 ~e .Americ_an dream in 1776; it is 
..w+-4 ... w> ........ .., • ..,...,www,,wp ------..__. . 

new -'-..he A!rics,"l dream -- and together, Africa and .An:.ericf\, ... ~~ 
_....,....,.. • .. ~-....... - -~-- -•---"'(Y• - -

t1o~ ~ the old.eat -- must dedicate t.l:l.~se::.,re6 7,0 ~u..1.filling that dream 
-----=-----•---•••--• ,,.., .. .,.m-• ... ....__...~•~,. • 

.o- &J..: .... ~. I I 

~:lli/~~~ 
\ 
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Much in A:frica today is the same as America of 180 years ago: Afr ica 

has new and independent governments - - courageous and r esourceful people - -

and tl:ie determinati on to build strong, and stable, and p rosperous states. 

But, al though much i s the same - - much is different. For in the last half 

century the st ruggle for f reedom has assumed a new dimension. '!he enormous 

advance of s ci ence and the r i s e of industrial societies has resulted in 'What 

Arnold Toynbee has called the most revolutionary fact of the modern world -­

not the );lydroge n bomb or space s a tellites -- but the spreading knowledge and 

hope that the benefits of modern society and technology can be made available 

to all men. 

'Ihis is the moat important fact that distinguishes Africa from the rural, 

agre.rie.n Axrerlca of l T76. 'lhe people of Africa are determined to emerge from 

... .he povery and -want 'Which now blankets much of that vast continent. '!hey 

intend to accomplish the modernization of their society -- to create a growing 

economy -- in a sma.ll. fraction of the time it took to build modern America 

and Eu..."'O!)e. 'llley hope to compress the history of the last t wo centuries 

1.uto e. f ew decades. And America -- with its fast growing industrial society 

-- has done more ~an any other ne.tion to stimulate these desires and arouse 

these ho:;>e s . 

'Ihe satisfaction of African aspirations for rapid material progress 

ia not merely a goal -- it is a necessity. For stable and free governments 

in A.f,ica snd throughout t..he wrld - - can only exist on a frame1-10rk of 

ecooo'!D.ic advance . Nation.al. freedom is meaningful only when :tt brings f reedom 

:f'ro poverty and want. Political independence cannot exist without economic 

independence. 
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Thus, just as Amer i ca provided the spark which helped bring freedor,1 t o Africa 

we must a lso qo our par t in helping to create the economic oonditions which are 

essentia l t o freedo1,1' s co::tinueJ existe nce. We mus t do this, not because we wish 
' 

to use the African na tions as pawns in the cold war - - not because we wish to make 

them our unquestioning ins t ruments i n the fight against communism. We must help 

Afr i ca because t he ult i ma t e surv ival of t he f'I:ee World depends upon our ability 

to help cons t r uct a corncuni ty of stable and independent governments - - wher e human 

r ights are valued and protec ted -- and where people are given the opportunit y to 

\ choose t hei r own nationa l cour se , free f rou1 the dic t a t es or coercion of any o ther 

) 

coun t r y. ,\nd we must help Africa because -- as the richest and most advanced 

na t ion in the history of the world - - we have an obligation to help the hungry 

and poor o f all lands achieve the freedom f r om want which is the ultimate basis o f 

I 

human dignity , 

What, the 1, is i\merica's role in Africa? 

l t is unwise to gener a lize about a co .tinent as vast an<l as varied as Africa. 

But it is clear that three basic, urgent necessities under lie all of Africa's hopes 

for economi c deve l opment. 

The fi rst is the need for education -- for educated men to wan the factories, 

run the schools , staff the gover nrJent and for m t he core of the educat ed elec torate 

on which the ultimate success of democracy depends. Today little mor e than a 

quarter of all Afr icans receive even a primar y school educa t ion . The nunber of 

college graduates is pitifully inadequate to fi ll even t he top positions of publ ic 

and private responsi bi lity. America, with its ideal of f r ee and univers al education 

as t he privilege of every citizen, has provided t he standard for Africa 's future - ­

and now it is our opportunity and challenge t o help _Afr i ca move t oward that goal . 

UWI L
IBRARIES



I 
I 

I 

\ 
) 
I 

- 4 -

Second is the need for~- Alcost three-quarters of Africa's people 

struggle to survive on subsistence farras. Although f amine is rare, malnutrition 

and its consequent dtseases are not, and the effort to provide adequate supplies 

of food is ceaseless. Increased and diversified agricultural production is 

essential both t o the health of Africa and to its economic development -- and 

America, with i ts amazing f arm technology and food surpluses, can be of □aJor 

assistance. 

The third basic need in Africa is the need for development capital. By them-

selves the African nations cannot hope to genera te the basic investment which is 

essential to the creation of a modern and growing economy. Africa t oday is t he 

least productive ar ea in the world -- yet it possesses a vast, virtually untapped 

reservoi r of manpower and abundant r e sources. These raw materials can be trans­

lated i nto a hi gher standard o f living for Africa's people only through a constant 

flow of capital investment. 

As Chairman of the Senate SubcoD:1Dittee on African Affairs, I have, many 

times in the past, had occasion to sugges t the ways in which the nations of the 

West could cooperat e with the nations of Africa in meeting these urgent needs . 

And I stress the word "cooperate ." For just as we do not seek to impose our 

political forms on the new African nations, we must take equal care not to i mpos e 

our patterns o f economic development on those same nations. Africans must ass e s s 

their own needs -- determine their own basic goals -- and share in the progr ams 

desig,led to help them -- if those programs ar e to be effective. 
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Thus, if we are to neat the overwhelr.~nc African need f or education, w~ wust 

not only greatly increase the number of African students -- future African leader s 

h.rou~ht to this cou~try for univer sity traininr. but we r.mst estah.lish a r:.ul ti-

nation African Educati<:mal Devclopr.1ent 1i'und. Thi s fund -- i n whi ch the i\frican 

States would be full r artners - - woul d ~lan f or the l onp.-ranr,e educ~tional needs of 

Af rica, hel ni nr, t o establish t he school sys t ems and the universities which would 

C'ventuaJly allow Africa t o 0ducatc its own ~coT)l e . And while i\frica builds its own 

educational system this fund would send a vastly increased strean of experts and 

educators -- engi neers and t echnicians t o trai n Africans in the tools of ~odern 

~reduction and· modern a3riculture, and in t he skills and knowl edre essential t o t he 

conrl.uc t of cover nmcnt . This fund would also brinr moder n methods of ar:ricul tural 

r rorluction t o Africa, neanwhil c usin~ our own f ood abundance t o neet i mmediate 

r r obl e~s of hunger and n-alnutrition, 

The job of r r ovidin1:; devcl oL'r;ient carii tal r.:ust also he under taken by the West 

l in full partncrshi r with t he African nations -- and by P,overnnent in cooperation with 

privat e business , For the capi t al needs of Africa ar0. f ar t oo extensive ever t o 

be met 1'y r,over nnent al one , t,Ti th0ut a v2.stly incre>ased flow of ;--ri vat c i nvestMent 

into the rotentially rich r.iarkot s of lfrica, effor ts t o achieve r a~id economic 

devol onrnent arc doomed t o f ailure , The j oh of Gover n~ent is t o r r ovictc th() economic 

conditions and the l ong-ranre ~l ans on which a sound ~r o~r an of attractinr, :rivate 

invGstment can be 1:)uil t . An inter national development fund -- directed h·: Wester n 

and African nations -- can ~rovide the ca~ital necessary t o construct the ~asic 

elements of economic advance -- roads, railways , power, water su~~li~s , hospitals 

and all the other public needs which arc vital to the establishr.:cnt of an industrial 

~conoey. This fund can establish l ocal Devel opnent Banks -- such as we have already 

set up in Tunisia -- to aid l ocal businessmen t o expand and modernize. And -­

rerhaps nos t iqiortant -- such a fund would also provide the technical assistance 

UWI L
IBRARIES



- 6 -

with which African nations can 8stahl ish l one-ranr,e ~rorr ams of economic devel op-. . 
nent -- to plan the best use of thei r r esources, to assess their pot ent ial w.arket s 

-- and which can also help educate ~r ivatc industry all over t he world t o Afri ca's 

enor mous economic potential. You at t hi s confer ence t odav, have ~roperly raadc the 

obj ective, of building Africa's economy, your own vital concern. 

( But these measures of economic and technical and educational assi stj!,ll<;.Q...ar_e 

not cnou~h. To meet the challeni::e of the new Africa - - t o-:=:::ur comnon dream of 

f r eedom and equality into a r eal ity -- we have wor k t o do her o in loorica 4 For our 

st rur,gl e t o achieve racial justice at hon:e is part of a common world pr oblm.1 of ___ ..;... ___________ ,;,_ ________ ~-----------------·------
human integrati on - t he probl em of i n~~j.,.n,£ r.ani diffcr0nt r aces and national ities 

-------- --~---------· _ ..,..., "' · illtp; ~ .. .,...._......~.,,..~ .... 

in a world corn.r.1unity i n whi ch the great majority of !"'eorlr. arc col or ed. rro(;I'ess 
p.:,WF • e•1-

1
._,

1
ure · ~~~~·,.1;r c>= 0 lt .._-~ ...,_....,,._,_.-c,,~D\.-...;:..,&- .,,..., 

here wi l l help 7'romotc a derr.ocratic solMtion of the ""r ohl cn i n t he r est of the 
"' -- i1J wus.a.~~~,t: IS !$4 RJPWP~~~ .. ..... --~...-......,4 ........ .._~~-.. ~ lJillw.:~ 

world, just as the rise of Africa i s hel pin~ t o quicken t h~ pace of cPanr,c here . 
. ~ .. .a- llil~..t.r tl\ •f. ~ n o 1 ..-.M:~ .. ,.JiJMIIJl,M::.,.,w.,.,.._,, • eo-e-~ t cr·•~~W....«"4-,~~~"-

Ap,ai n ther e a re r-r e~t differ ences -- h.ut thr. essential ai~ i s the sa~P : a 

\ society in which no r..an has t o suffer discr ir.linat:i on bas8d on r ace and cr eed, in ------------- 1 1 ~ ••~--.....,. ,~~~......... • ,,.,. m t r 

which nor.an has to suf f er dor:rl.nation by another , in which no man has t o suffer -
-------------·----... , __ .,. __ .................. -..... _..,,....,,.________ ~~-~-·•----.1-,-----· "'~ ... - •-n:..., _____ _.,.._.-.,..,_-. 

segregation or ar ar thcid or any ~thcr f or ~ of h~rran indi r.nity. 
IMWmtt -· * 1ftt 
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For a century and three-quarters we in America had a framework of l aw ------··-·- -.... .- -- - ---~--,,---..~-... --- --- - - ... ~ .... ~ ~ ---

in -which to work out this problem peacefully -- the framework you, too , have 

now. And w have developed our economy to great heights as you will do in 
~ . 
time. But 184 years after declaring these truths to be self-evident we -
are still unable to rest on our achievements. Our progress in achieving t his 
-------------- --~·- -----------~------
promised land -- in -which human dignity is secure and equal opportunity is 

f _____ _..-~~.....-..~ .... -~~ --w.:~"-~ ... ....... - - - ~~ ,,..___,.,.,,.,.,_ ,,.,_ \... .. ... -.,_ •• w, ...._.........__ 

I enjoyed by all -- has been remarkable progress i ndeed -- just as progress 
! ...,.,1..,,,,,~• ◄- o•~.e~•..N•...aM-...--.,: • ,c ~...._ere• ♦1· tW",._,~~,. 

has been remarkable in Africa. But our efforts must go on and increase - -

I to . ach~~!:~!1-.~~.g~~~Jo. -~~t-,;;~~;;~~~~;~w~:~-~~;~9-~;,:;;, jobs, ' ....-,,,_,,,.._....,. 

to housing, and to pwlic facilities, including lunch counters. 
, ,. _ _.,~a."'I Ml~---,.c_~ .,<IJt./ ~ i.ft.y/l - \'.~¥ • , C,• ~ .•. "'14 fl' '4,._.""""'J, &r(.J", J.,,.~1.~ -~,l,.,.,.,,Ji,¥, ~ l(V~...,. I ~ ,, ., .-. ~ ·'°'~ ~ '""'"' '• ft(;l t- J\~~ ....... ~ • ,• ti .&; 

this
0 

i~ e'!,se!1;,ia.ll
0
L~.:'S M~ ,., .. - It calls for moral leadership -- for effective, peaceful action by 

people and by governments. 

Such action inevitably involves some unrest and turmoil and tepsion --
,.,.,, ..... ~~~---~ -c:1v r. .. . .. · ....... ,. •-c:~v..r,. ..-. ~ ;.. ,•~ ... '"'" .. • •... • ' . .. ' • " • .:• ... • " , 

part of the price of change. But the fact that people are peacefully protest -
__ ,_,.,..~"lM,11~ · . : · ,..A•: ~ ... -.• ,, . ... ·, ~• - }•' .. 

1ng the deni e,J,.,~~ .... 'i~~----'+eJ~~ -:•,1!lmeD~.t»..- It is a good 
~~f ,--:- •• • ..... ~ .,.,_., --

s~Jil~~)1gn of increased popular responsibility, of good 

rican spirit coming alive again. It is in the American tradition to stand 

up for one' s rights - - even if the new way to stand up for one 's rights is 

to sit down. 
·-

And the fact that the Supreme C~u~rt;~in~~th:;i!s~co~un:;;t;ry~~i~n~o~n~e~~~~c:e 
---~~ ~-' • I a I 11.!'C!f.,.~~~- · · . • 

another is upholding the constitutional right of all Americans to equal treat-
---------------; .......... ie+"fW~~~ .., .. l"~ --~ A!I> ...... ..;..,_ . ,: .._ ... _ _ ..... ;~- · •• -~ - -t. '4---~.-..-.:.~ 

ment and is requiring far-reaching changes is also a sign of national vitality. 
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