
THE BIOLOGICAL COHTRQL 

OF 

CLIBBaiA HI8TA P.ixm 

F> SQUIRE. 

The biological control of Heeds. 

The first attest to control © noxious wed by its 

natural enemies ms mad© in tlie Hawaiian Islands in 1 02. Since 

that tlrao sevor&l countries have adopted ! lological Control as a 

means of combating agricultural weeds on a large scale. Favourable 

results have boon obtained in Australia, Hew '/©aland, Ceylon and 

Ha alia. 

Sufficient time has n t yet elapsed to 3how whether 

those useful 1 iportations will in turn become pestilential. 

Feeding tests carried out on a few individuals over a cooperatively 

short period of time, it may be argued, cannot tell us with 

co tainty how the species 111 feehavo hon hordput to it for a 

long period of time In a new environment ©special! seeing that 

many phytopbagous parasites are not very highly specialised is 

habit and may prove to be somewhat plastic. 

The Family elastomacoae to which Clldewla hirta 

belongs is fortunately not closely related to assy valuable plants; 

raor over one insect Llothrlps urlchl has b an found to be specific 

k° Clidemla hirta. so that one can be reasonably ce tain that the 

parasites of c. hirta will not turn their attentions to valuable 

crops. 

Tho History of C.hirta 

Tho wood Clidemla hirta P.Bon of the Family ? bias to-

naceao which lias its homo in tho ootern Tropics is said to have been 


