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The Plologieal contwol of Weeds.

The first attempt to control a noxious weed by its
natural enemies was made in the Hawaifan Islends in 1 02, Since
that time several countries have adopted Blological Control es a
means of combating agricultural weeds on a large scale. Pmabhl
rosults have been obtained in Australis, New Zealand, Ceylon end
la alla.

Sufficient time has not yet elapsed to show whother
these useful fmportations will in turn beecme pestilentiel.
Feeding tests carried out on = few individuals over a comperatively
short period of time, it msy bo argued, cannot tell us with :
certainty how the spoeies will behave ~hen herdput to 1t for a
long poeriod of time In a new onviromment espeeiall: seoing that
meny phytophagous parasites are not very highly speeialised in
habit and may prove to be somewhat plastiec.

The Family Helestomacese to which Clidemia hirte
belongs 1s fortunatoly not closely related to sny wvaluable plants;
mor-over ome insect Liothrips wrichi has been found to be specific
to Clidemia hirta, so that one cen de roasonably ce tain that the
perasites of C. hirta will not turn their attentions to valusble
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