
Year-Bnd, 1981 0 2. 

NE S CO 1E AR Y 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
December 30, 1981 , 6 .lOp. m 

Good evening: Ye9tend , 1981 , presents a picture of ten s ions, turmo1· 

and extreme volatility on the internationa l scene. In deed , not 

s ince t he Cold War of the 1940s and 1950s ha s r el tion s between 

the world's t wo ma jor power blocs been as dan erously s trained a s 

t hey ar e today. Just yes terday 1 erican Pre siden:t Honald Reagan 

i mpo ed economics nctions on the oviet Union for what he s aid 

was its r ole in the Polish military declaration of martial l~w. 

'.1.1he American .Presi dent accused the Soviets of being respon s ible for 
Sovie t 

the action t aken by the Poli sh au t horities. So all/airline services 

to t he Uni ·ted t a tes will be suspended; t he s~le and export to the 

Soviets of all high-technology material and equipment will be stoppe 

Soviet shipping will come under stricter control in terms of en t erin_i 

.Americ anp ports; ne goti t ion s for a new long-term gr a in agreement 

will be suspended. But nothing will be done about the grain deals 

which are alre ady in pl ace and un der which t he Soviets will get 

hundreds of millions of tons of grain be twe en now and September 
i f the intentions was 

of next year . I would have t hought that/.iJlxxR::m:a of hitting the 

Soviets waere it hurts most , that huge flow of American gr in now 

in the pipeline would have been immedi ately cut off. The ca t ch here 

is that i t would also h ve hurt the American f armers very badly . 
and strong t he Soviets 

So the one i mmediate/economic weapon which would have hurt/instantl 

ha s not been brought in to pl ay. The other sanctions are, of course, 

li ely to hurt in t ne long run; but not, I ·uggest ,, so as to make 

the Soviets back away from their present position . Another 
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is that some of America ' s Western Rllies m y become sanction- busters 

when their own economic interests are involved. For instance , the 

West Germans in particular and the ~est ropeans in general , 11 

have a great vested interest in t he a ssive ga s-pipline project 

which would carry vast ,amounts of natura l as from the Soviet 

arctic area to Western Europe . his project , when _compl e ted would 

provide liestern Europe with a massive new supply of energy at 

relatively rea sonable prices . The Americans have a lready tried to 

discourage the ~uropeans from entering into co mi ·tme:nts with the 

Soviets about this; but the urope ans have gone head all the same; 

and there i s no doubt that the European s will he l p the Soviets to 

get all the equipment t hey need for the pipeline , whatever the 

erica.na do . In this sense, the so-called ' political wi l l ' to 

join in punishing the Soviets may be rathe j; weak a ong .America.' s 

uropean alli es: and it is not all t hat ea sy to whip a bunch of 

sovereign s t a tes into l i ne behind America ' s hardline Soviet policy , 

es 11ecially when it runs , or appears to rWl counter to important 

nation al s elf-interests . But if t ne Americans are not having it all 

their own way with their allies, neither are the Soviets . The ChinesE 

communists , the Rumanian communists , the Yugoslav communi ts have 

all denounced t he Soviet role in both fghani s t an nd o and. An d 

yesterday the Italian communist party published its own ' bill of 

particulars • again st oviet policy. d withi n the tightly con trollecl 

Soviet bloc i tself , dissent , unpopul ar views , ke ep poppi ng up. Ideas 

ar e stubborn things: the more you try to control them t he filOre they 

slip out : be i 4t Ep stern • rope or Central America or Afric a or 

ABia,. Nei therfuperpo era are having it all their own way with a llie 

or c lients . And in dications are that this trend toward self-interst~ 
I';\ 

ed indt ependence of ideological bl ocs nd moulds will grow 

what looks like being a poli t icall y volatile and danger ous 
Go . 
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Year- End , 19810 I 

NEWS CONIMEN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Mondaw 
December 28 , 1981, 6 al0p om 

Good evening: Christmas , 1981, has turned out to be a happi er and 

relatively more peaceful time than mo s t Jamaicans have known i n 

many ye a~s 0 Partl y it had to do ·with t he money i n circulati on and 

all the things that were avai l able in the shops and supermarkets ; 

but I suspect that it had much more to do with t he drrunatic cooling 

down in t he politi val atmosphere, the s ca! ~\ ng down of party 

poli ti ca l activi ty . Much of the political tension had gone out of 

everyday life ; choices had been made an d most people kn ew what they 

were ato Li f e and home were again relatively secur e and a ll sorts 

of anxi eties were ease do And so Christmas , 1981, was a happy and 

tranquii a f fa i r for mo s t of us i n J amaicao Of cour s e , the problems 
still 

and the difficu l ties were and are/ t her e and wi ll conti nue to be 

t he re as long a s t h ere are pe opleo An d I thought t ha t Mr . Wmnston 
Manc hester MP and 

Jones , the former/Minister of Social Se curity i n the last regime , 

touched on one of the mos t naggi ng of our problems when he spoke 

at a Christmas Tr ee lighting ceremony o lVIr . Jones said , and I quote : 

"J amai c ans are too i ntolerant of each others ' views , and t hat i s 

why the coun try cann ot make any meaningful development". End quote . 

Mr . Jones made it c l ear to his audien ce t hat he was talki ng about 

re l igi ous.and s oc ia~ intoleran ce , as well as about political · 
.. 

i n toleran ce o One just retor t I have heard , and i t applies t o all 

politi cians of all parties , i s t hat politicians only tend to make 

t his sort of statement when t hey are out of powero Be. that as i t may , 

the t r u t h is that t he i ntoleran ce is ther e and even appears t o be 

fostered in some quarters o And i f this i ntoleran ce of each others • 
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were to 
views/ bec ome/4 a norm in the society t nen it is only a short step 

t o the pa i nt where unpopular views are suppressedo And whoever else 

and whatever else might benefit from the suppression of unpopular 

views , democracy and f r eedom of expression will be the principal 

victi ms : there is no way that we can enhance and strengthen our own 

democratic rights and f r eedoms by being i ntoleran t of the rights and 

freedoms of those whose views we may detes to I f, in order to fight 
or ri&htwi ng di ctatorshi p 

the communist/ methods of a controll ed and managed news medi a , we 
ki nd of 

i mpose the same/control and management on our neww medi a , then the 

qualitative difference betwe en them and us di sappears , and with it 

the superi or morality of our cause o The means you use are as importan1 

as t he ends you ar e after" '.rhis i s one of the t hings that makes 

demo cracy such a diff&iliult politi cal system to oper ate . So tolerfµ)ce 

of each others ' v i ews - withi n the limits of the l aw , of course -

. "' is fundam ental to democracy o We must tolerate and all ow free expressio 
()- ~ Q. ~ &-tht-. .J DI-& ~ / 

to as wid~ La di versity of vi ews as possible in order that our 

demo cracy may grow and flourisho This, I thi nk , must be one ofthe 

c oncerns of year- end 1981 and on e of the wishes for 19820 And away 

from J amai ca~ he trauma t ic goings on i n Poland con tinue! to dominate 

the n ews and looks like doing so well i nto the New Year o In a 

political system where might i s right and t he ulti mate language of 

f or ce prevails i t does not look as t hough there c an be any other out­

come than the bus ting of the Solidari t y trade un i on movemento Shor t 

of going into Poland with military f orce there i s l ittle that the 

estern powers can do beyond condemnation and limited economic acti on o 

And they are not even agree d on what to doo West Germany i s the most 

cauti ous and careful and against any hasty action : she is Poland ' s 

biggest credi t or o France is all for tough action . Britain and the UoS o 

hold positions somewhere i nbetween these two extremes 
t h p 1 o Meanwhi le 

e O i s h people suffer and endure o Goodnight. 
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Chri stmas , 1981 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcas t on ednesday 
December 23 , 1981, 6 ol0pom 

Good evening: About this time las t year , a day or two before 

Christmas , 1980 , the Bank of Jamaica told us that the money i n 

circulati on at the time stood just above $300- mi lli ono This t i me 

around , fo r Chritmas 1981 , t here is roughly $340- mi lli on in 

circulati on; and we ar e told that this figure may be exceeded by 

several mi lli on dollars more before tomorrow ' s final shoppi ng is 

over o So in terms of money in c i rculation thi s should be a very 

good Christmaso And there is a greater sense of security and peace 

in t he land than we have had in a very long time ; and that too 

wi ll make for a very good Christmas. That is , of course , for t hose 

Jamaicans who are fortunate enough to have the money and to be in 

j obs: and a majority of Jamaicans are in jobs and have t h e money o 

At the very least two- t hirds of the Jamaican workforce. is still 

worki ng and earningo For them there will b~ more goodi es i n the 

shops than we have seen in years and Christmas 1981 wi l l be merry 

and brightu Of course we will all bawl about prices but we will 

pay what we have to and have a good time o But there i s tha.t 
~ \!.~ ?~ . 

s i gnificant minori t y who are une1}'1ployed a.nd i;or whom Christmas 9 1981, 

will not be a very good t i me o And one of the sad t h i ngs is that so 

many of t he unemployed are young , in their teen s and in their 

twenti eso When I grew up Chri 15Sllnas was a time of j oy and of h ope for 

t he youngo It is worryi ng that so many of the young t hese days 

have so little to hope for o Thi s i s not so only i n Jamaica; there 

seem s to be a worldwide alienation of t he young i n our time
0 

It 
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is , I think , a c hallen ge _t o the value s ystem by which we l i ve that 
~ e.-u- fu ~ 

there should be •no room' in it / for so many young peopleo ..An d then 
h 1'~~ 

t here a re the old and t h e lonely; and thi s year , we thinkl of the 
time 

pensioners whose pension s have not been po s ted out on/it , and of 

those who s e little remit~an c es are held up because of the sluggish 

pace of the po s tal s ervice in the absence of overtime or extra h ands~ 

And talking about the labour aspect to Christmas , let us remind 

ourselves th~t t he 'Christmas bonus• began a~ a gesture of appreciat 

ion from a sati s fied employer to his or her employees who have 

g iven good service for the year resul t i ng in a financially succe s s­

ful year of business o The bonus was a thank-you gesture , not a 

righto Where the service given was not satisfa ctory or the business 

was not profitable , no bonus was g i ven o Now , the bonus seems to 
a 

be seen as/ ''right ' 
or not 

to which workers are entitled whether/they 

worked well for the year and whether or not the business was profi t­

abJ.eo Some have even struck because they did not get the bonus or 

becaus e they did not like its sizeo Thi s may very well be one of 

t .r1e reasons why many manggements are reluctant to mak e gestures of 

a ppreciation in case they are converted in to •workers • rights' o 

This 9 too , is worthy of a pas sing thought this Chri $ tmas o So, as 

well as a peaceful an d happy Christmas, make i t a thoughtful one 

to oo Thi nk about the young people entering a difficult and trying 
rough 

adulthood at an economically/m±xz±zMxt and socially volatile t i me , 

not only in Jamaica but throughout the wor i d o And thi nk of the old 

and t h e lonely and those who are so much less fortunate o That , 
the seas on 

after a ll, i s what/£kx±xt of Christmas is all about: i t is about 
about peace 

the b i rth of a baby 9 about family , /a~Ha&« on earth and about 

goodwill among people o So , peace and love, and have a g ood Chri s t am a : 

Good.nigh to 
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Zimbabwe ' s 1roubl es 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro adcqs t on Monday 
December 21 9 1981, 6ol0p om 

Good even i ng : Last Fr i day ' s bomb blast which destroyed the head­

quarter s of the ruling politica l party i n Zimbabwe ' was ~ according 

to the latest informati on out of Salisbury , set i o go off at a 

t ime when the leader s of the ~ANU- PF party , i ncluding Mr o Rober t 

Mugabe , were expe c ted to be at a regular executive meeting t here o 

If . that meeti ng had been held , all t he leaders present would most 

likely have been ki lle d and Zimbabwe would have been plunge d i nto 

a deep poli ti cal crisis o I t was the sheerest acci dent that t he 

me eti ng had been P,U t off be c ause Pri me Mini s t er Mugabe was preparing 

to vis i t Mozambi que o Bu t the try was made ; and if it had been 

successful t he effe cts might have been very much mor e far- reaching 
earlier this year 

t han t hat bomb blast whi ch/blew up t he headquarters of Iran ' s 

r u l i ng par ty and ki lled so man y of that country's political leaders 9 

i ncludi ng ~he t hen key figure Ayatollah Behesti o Iran survived t hat 

mass slaughter· an d t he later as sassinati on of its Pri me Mi n i ster , 

without any change in poli t ic al directi ono If Rober t Mugabe had 

be en k i l l ed i t is very doub tfmu that Zimbabwe would be able to 

maintain its present direc t i on , or i nde e d , i t s present relative 

s tabi l ityo Chances are t ha t wi thout Mugabe on the s cen e there would 

be renewed fighting for political power and Ian Smith ' s peopl e , now 
' I"' 

waitin g in the wi ngs , would again star t the1 manseuvreing to regain 

control i f not di r ect powero They have shown how ski l ful they are 

at that ; and t hey would almo s t certain ly try for an alliance with 

Joshua Nkomoiht::rn;i ;k NJ~ster 0 In 
arithm e t i c Nkomo J:ou l d need the suppor t of Ian 

terms of tri bal 

Smith ' s white tribe 
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was 

as well a s some o f the other smaller black tribes if he/xx to 

have any hope of winning a gain s t Mugabe ' s dom i nant Shona tribeo 

So much was at stake with that bomb blast last Fridayo And because 

the stakes are so high other attempts may be made or , fear i ng this 9 

the Mugabe government may now resort to large-scale repression to 

an±icipate any likely future attempts o Either way 9 its spells 

trouble for Zimbabweo That is on the power political fronto There 

could a lso be trouble on the economic front o Last month Pri me 

Mi ni s ter Mu g abe i ntroduced legislation to double the national 
Zimbabwe ' s 

min i mum wage and/Rk««K»± white far mers , the l argest employers of 
unskilled 

/ labour in the country , let out an almighty howl of pro t est" A one 

hundred percent increase on any scal e of wages , or a one hundred 

percent price i n creas e , i s mas sive iDdeed o But of course much depends 

on the size of the numbers involved: ~rom one penny to two pennies 
from 

is as much a 1 00 % increase as i o from $10 0 to $200 or/a $1000 to 
100% in 

$2000 or $10 , 000 to $20 9 0000 In Zi mbabwe ' s case t h e/increase/the 

minimum wa ge brought it u p to £34- Zmmbabwe a mon t h or i n t erms of 

our money .t o just ·slightly over $112 a montho The white farmers 

protested t hat they could not pay t h eir labour this amount and 

warned of wholesa le lay- o f fs unle ss the in c r ease wa a sca led downo 

The ma9s of t h e bla ck Zi mb a bwe u n s killed workers , ·on t h e oth erhand , 

se e t his i ncreas e a s only a modest first in s t a lmen t of fhe better 

qual ity of life _they had been promi s edo So Mr ., Mugabe i s c a ught 

betwee n t h e pre s s ure s of black expectati ons on the one s i de and 

res i stan c e to t h e sca le and pa ce of the ful filment of t h ose expect­

ation s on t h e other o An d t he white f a r mers wh o ·a re resi sti ng are 

the k ey pro due.er a of t h e n ation ' s weal tho Li k e it or not 9 Zimbabwe 

today c anno t do without t h e s kills an d t h e in dustry of t hose farmers 
and others on whom the economy now depends and who a re resisti ng t h e 

p a c e of chan ge o Th a t i s Zi mbab we ' s dilemma 0 Goo dnigh t 0 
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1) The Christmas Spirit & the News · 
2 ) The Perils of Being Proxies 

NEWS CO:MMEN TAR Y 
For broancast on Fri day 
December 18 , 1981 , 6olOp om 

one 
Good evening : With Christmas just f,. week away today one of t he 

i n nomi nally Christian communities 
most natural impulses/i s to enter i nto the spirit of Christmas , 

to put away cares and worries , and to see all thin gs , all events , 

all men in a rosier , kinder , more humane , more tolerant lighto And 

we would like the news to reflect this special sp±rtt that we 

associate with Christmaso The trou'ble i s that neww is what happens , 

not what we would l i ke to happen . And what is happening i n our 

world on this last week before Chri stmas 1981 is nei±her ki nd , nor 

humane , nor rosy , nor tolerant o One shortwave radio broadcast thi s 

morn i ng to ld us that 17-milli on ~a in f ant children died i n Africa 

and Asia this year because nobody in the world ca.red enough to 

provide the medic ines t hat would and would have saved these i nfantso 
Zi mbabwe' s Pri me Mi n i ster 

And they blew up the headquar ters of/Robert Mugabe ' s party on this 

Fri day before Christmas. An d all of us , no matter on which side of 

t he politic al fence or i n what corner of the world , know that the 

people of Poland will have a most miserable and depressing Christma.B, 

19810 But then ; the people of on ce- prosperous and stable and h i ghly 
and cps~opoli tan 

sophisticated/~R~KM~ Lebanon have gon e _through as many and 

depressing Chr i ~tmasses a s you can remember since they became that 

n ew and terrible victi m of our time ; the proxy for an i deological 

shootout o In the case of Lebanon , instead of an open shoot-out 

betwe en Arabs an d Jews , we have the I sraeli s ba dki ng and aidin g and 

abetting the Christi an Lebanese and the Syrians and others backi ng 

and aidi ng and abetti ng the Moslem Lebanese : and so that onc e stable 

society has been bled to the verge of death as a nation 0 In d this 
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destructive new phenomenon , ideologically-bas ed war by proxy , was 

a menace the foundin g fathers of the Non-Aligned movement foresaw 
. t hing 

and feared an.d triea. to prepare against o The :eaill.ly terrible/ about 

this kind of warfare i s that the people of the country selec ted as 
, no matter which s ide comes out on topo 

the battlefield are the greatest victi ms of allj ID t was so i n the 
Indo-Chinao 

Cong9 it is so in/i«M%HEax% It i s their almo st i n s tincti ve but very 

clear perception of this po i nt which has made t he West Europeans come 

out in their millions to deman d the r emoval of nuc l ear weapons from 
proxy 

Europe by bo th Eas t and Westo They do not want to become the/vi« t i ms 

of a nucl ear war between t he two super -powers o On a very much s caled­

down level , the people of Poland , I think , had been trapped and 

manourvre d i nto a kind of proxy situati on o If Poland ' s Soli darity 

Union could be encouraged and aide d and abetted into succ essfully 

challenging communist rule the whole East Eropean political situation 

would be opened wide and a domino effect wou~d be let loose i n all 

of communist East Europe , and Soviet communi sm itself would be 

psychologically embattledo An d if the Soviet Union itse l f i ntervened 

in Poland it would suffer a much worse progaganda defeat than i t did 

over Afghanistano An d so the very real aspirations of t h e Poli sh peoplE 

were u s ed to s erve a geopolitica l power end·, while everybo dy i nsi sted 

on a s pecous ' non- in ter fe rence' which everybody v i olatedo Now 7 bec ause 

of t h e way t h ings ·have developed we are told that what r ea l ly happene d, 

was a mili tary coup o The one in di spu table t ::ruth i s that the 35- milli on 

o dd Po l es are going t o have a miserable Christmas bec ause t h ei r will 
political i ndependence 

to fr ee dom and/xigNiii was seen as a ' target of opportunity ' and 

becaas e the superpower under whose armpit t h ey are would not allow 

t he unchallenged exploitation of t hat opportunityo Now , as Austrian 

Chancellor Bruno Kri esky said with bitter Europe an r ealiinsm when 
stemming t he fl ow of Polish refugee s to his country: " The Pole s must 
work harder and stri ke less " N b d 1 · · 

• 
0 o o y owes th ivi ng , and t hat 

applies t o all of us 9 i deological proxy or n5~0 a Goodnight 0 
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1) Pay Increases for MPs 
2) Price Increases for Su gar 
3---1. 'P EM ~ - a warn4 rz 1:o be heeded __ 

NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
December 1 6 , 1981 , 6 ol0 am 

Good evening : 1wo i ncreases - one of salaries and the other of a 

bas ic staple in common dai ly u se - are boun d to c ause con t roversy o 

Our parli amentarians last n i ght voted t hemse l ves a pay increase ; and 

the Mini s ter of Agr mculture yes terday announced huge increase s in 

the price of sugar o _Now , i t is alway s difficult and tri cky when 

tho s e who make t h e laws and who are accountable to t h e pe ople have 

to i ncrease their own pay , especially i n the social and economic 

climate of todayo Predictably , there have a lready be e n murmurs 

abou t other s hav ing to se t tle f or 1~29 over two years while MPs give 

themselve s h e fty i n creases that go outside t heir own guideli nes for 

others ; I am not so sure that this is fair , though . For one thing 

member s of Parliament have not had a pay i n crease since way bac k i n 

1972-730 How many pay i ncre ases h ave other workers in both the 

public and private sectors had over tha t period? An d will the self­

righteous among us p l eas e s t and up and swear that a ll tho se o ther 

workers have at all times always earn ed their i n crease s o I do not 

t h ink so : I thi nk one of our hard problem s . s tems from the fact that 

we have cons i stently re fused to t ie i n creased pay and benefits to 

in creased produc t i on an d i n c reased performance o An d I t h ink that 

un t il we do this we will continue to be i n worries over productivity/ 

and p erformance o The point i$ t hat h owever awkward t h e timin g , and 
own 

h owever much some of their/e arlier r h etoric 
~ · K'K~ 
~ e~• ii. ~ ery , very strong c ase i ndeed for 

do no t mys~lf think it is the a r gument t ha t 

may now embarrass them , 

this pay i ncrease o I 

they may be do i ng better 
i n s ome other c apaci·ty 0 That 1m t · · t th · · d one a os 1nv1 es e reJo i n er ' Then 
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why don ' t they go there: we have not forced or begged them to be 

M, s•. I thi nk ~he real justifi cati on for this i ncrease must be based 

on our sense of equity and on the value we place on the job of 

being an elected servant of the peopleo ~ a man or woman who 
pri vate or publi c 

manages a/ company of more value to the society than one who manages 

and overse e s one or two or more nati onal mi istri es? Does a person 

who represents the interests of commun i t i es of anywhere between 

10 , 000 and 30 , 000 peopl e do a lesser job than a mi ddle manager i n 

the public or private se c tor? If a labourer is to be worthy of his 

hire then we cannot i n con s cience argue against the increases these 

people voted themselves last nighto What we can and must insist on 
for our 

i s that we get value/£xlllm money , from front- bench , back- bench and 

the opposition o :But that is part of the wider problem of relating 

pay to performance and produc±tyity , not only i n parli ament but 

throughout the societyo -A much less justifiably increase , I think , 

is that on the pri c e of sugar, especially the brown sugar whi ch i s 

a staple energy fo o d for the poorest se c tions of the Jamaican societJ 

Do YClll remember that startling comparison made by Mro Seaga last 

month between the performan c e of our sugar i ndustry and tha t of 

:Barbados? They produced 1 50 , 000 tons of sugar from 40 , 000 acres and 

s i x factories ; we produc e 200 , 000 t ons from 120 a cres and 12 factorie 
fY\ 

thei r average factory uses 95 workers , our CO[Parable factory uses 

457 workers o In other words we are vas t l y less efficient sugar 

producers than they are o Is the answer to thi s i nefficien cy r eally 

to doubl y tax t he hard- pressed Jamaican citizen : once as a c o,nsumer 

and then agai n as t he taxpayer providing the government subsidy? 
bus t he val ue of provided the 

In creas i ng/ fares beyond/wxxi the servic e/NaxxwIDtix consumer di d not 

help the bus companyo Will j acking up prices and subsidy help the 

sugar industry? Not by i tselfo The bus company always argued higher 
fares to i mprove servi ce : we know it di d not work like that

0 
Goodnigh 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 

Poland: ew Turn in a 
Deepening Crisiso 

For broadcast on Non day 
December 14, 1981 9 6ol0pam 

and 
Good evening: Poland's deepening 16-mon th-old political/ economic 

crisis ca.me to a not-unexpected po i nt over this pas t weekendo In 

the early pre-dawn hours of Sunday morning the Polish Communist 

Party leader 9 Prime Minister and head of the army , General Jaruzelski 

announced the proc l amaition of Martial Law as the military quietly 

and eff~meently took over the stre e ts and the cities and all the 

sensitive state acti vities of Polish life o A.ll meetings - except 

religious services - were banned; press eenoEhip came into force; 

links with the outs i de world were cut; borders and airspace were 

closeo fl ost of the leaders of the Solidar jty trade union were rou·n ded 

up i .n the port city of Gadansk while t hey were plann i ng further 

protests and demonstrations o Those who were not rounded up .tm called 

for an i mmediate nationwide general strjke o But reports out ofWarsaw 

this morning suggest that there was no general stri ke : a few thousand 

workers did i n deed not turn up for work ; but all the utilities, 

particularly the highly s ensitive public transport system 9 were 

reportedly functioning normamlt/ some twen ty- four hours after t he 

army took over the affairs of Poland o And i f this situation holds 

for another twen ty-four to t hirty- six hour s then t he back of the 

Solidaryt y Union and the anti-communist movement it was so rapidly 

spawning i n recent days would be broken with suprising ease o In the 

an ti-communi s t worker upri sing in Hungary in the 1950s there wax 

were brief but bloody street battles t hat involved Soviet troops a s 
'\ 

well bef ore that one was pu t down o And in the Czechoslovaki an ",1lpring-

time " of communi sm wi t h a human face of Alexander Dubcek , early 
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intervention by Soviet and Warsaw Pact forces was critical t o 

hal ting t he then ' counter- revolution ' which was being led by the 

party leadeT himselfo This time around , the crisis has been brewing 

for the past l 6 months and only came to its po i nt when i t became 

absolute l y clear this past week that Solidar i t y t s u l timate a i m was 

nothing less than taki ng political power fr om the Communist regimeo 

As l ong as Sol idarjty was seen as fighti ng f or workers ' rights , for 

human rights , for better conditions for Polish workers and peasants, 

it was difficult for Poland ' s communist rulers to smash i t wi thout 

be i ng at the re ceiving end of worldwide condemnati on , i ncluding the 
all demo cratic so cialists and 

condemnati on of Western communists and prac t ically/ all trade unions 

worldwide . By coming out as a political oppositi on a i med at overthrow­

ing the communist regime , they supplied that regime with the justi fi-
Sol idari ty 

cation whi ch resulted in yesterday's c~ackdowno In thi s sense/brought 

about i ts own downfall by its own c lumsi ness or miscalaculati on: i t 

coul d push the regime for as long as i t appeared prepared to aperate 

withi n the system , not against ito No political system 9 r ightwing, 

leftwi ng , communist or capi talist will pqssi ve l y all ow itsel f to be 

overthrown o If the Polish Government had not i ts elf acted 9 then the 

Wa.Esaw Pact countrie s which surround Poland would have done so , no 

matter how many warnings came from the West o That this crisis was 

allowed to drag out to this po i nt , and then handled by the Poles 

themselve s , is an indication that the face of Soviet Communism has 

undergone some sutble changes and has achieved a greate1flexi bility 

than it had ten years ago , let alone what it was under the r i gi d 

Stali nist monoli th o So all the earlier protests and uprisings were no 

in vai n; perhaps So l idarity could have helped the process along furthJ 
I. 

i f it had continued to praetice i ts earlier and more delicately 

sophisticated pressure in the face of over whelming power o Now , whateve 
happens , communist Poland i s into an interwsti ng new phase o Goodnighte 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



The U. So Campaign Against Li bya 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadc~st on Friday 
December 11, 1981 9 6ol0p . m 

Good even~ng : The United St ates government has , i n recent weeks , 

greatly i ntensified its propaganda camppi gn against the Li byan 

leader Mu ammar Gaddafio Yesterday , U. So Secretary of State Alexander 

Haig , to l d America ' s NATO allies of Am eric a ' s plans to i solate 

Libya o An d earli er the same day the State Department, through its 

most senior officer in the abs ence of Haig , let it be kn own that 

President Reagan had called on all Americans i n Libya to get outo 

Oil companies operating there were urged to faci litate their 
as 

empl oyees' le avingo An d the oil companie s themselve s1;}/well as other 

American businesses in Libya , WKX« have for aome time n ow been · 

quietly but firmly pre s sured by the administration to take their 

business out of Libyao Thi s latter development began shortly after 

the deli berately leaked information out of several sources in the 

' U. S. intelligence commun i ty that Gaddafi had di spatched ' death squads 

to kill the .American President and some of his most senior cabinet 

officers o Be for e this particular ' leak' t here had been talk of 

killing Ga.ddafi himselfo So , in true spy- t hriller fashion ; you 

don •· t really know who is really planning what and who i s t o do what .. 

Thi s is part of t h e busi ness of confusing things o Is Gaddafi really 

out to ' get ' t he Presi dent? Or is it a piece of ' di sinformatiori' to 
mi sdirect attention and 

/ make it easier to 'get• Gaddafi? I ask some of these seemingly 

cynical questi ons because some of the _moves being made now ar e 

reminiscent of what t ook place in the early l 950s in wha t was then 

called Persia - now Iran - when a Prime inister who was ri di culed 

as I fainting Mossadegh I was first laughed to s corn and then overthro 
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and the Iranian m~l industry he had nationalised was again restored 

to the control and management of the in tern a tional oil companies ,, 
it 

It was not until s ome 22 years later that/came out that that 

apparently popular coup which overthrew Mossadegh and restored the 

Shah to power had been engineered by a small handful of CI A operative1 

at the cost of a very small financial outlayo At that time the world 

knew nothing of rcovert opermtions ' and no seemingly cynical question: 
perception s ~ 

were askedo But times have changed and/xitug.s are different, especiall 
) 

in the Third Worldo So what is behind the American campaign against 

Gaddafi? I don't think oil i s the motive this time: OPEC and nationai­

r- isation are hard facts which nobody questions any moreo And Gaddafi , 

whom s ome see as the I wild man ' of the Arab world has not changed in 

any new way or done anything dramatically newo So why the drive to 
North 

isolate him? If you look at a map of/Africa you will see that Libya 

shares borders with Tunisa and Algeria to its north and west; with 

Egypt and Sudan to its east and sou th- east; and with Ni ger and Chad 

to its southo Now , Tunis i a , Egypt and the Sudan are so- called 

•moderatei Arab states which are pro- America.no Niger and Chad 9 are 

black African states , 1.andlocked , near the heart of Africa and 

ideologically uncommitted and basically unstable and therefore could 

easily be persuaded to lean either to East or West , depending on what 

is in 1 t for them o So , in Tun i s ia , Egypt , the Sudan , Niger and Chad 

you have a constellation ofpotentially pro- American states , if only 

Libya and Libya ' s Gaddafi were not the fly-in-the- ointmento If Libya 

were part of the pro-American grouping they would make up a dominant 

force in North Africa, and point south to the hear t of the continen t 0 

Wnen Sadat di ed American interests in the Arab world as well as in 

North Africa suffered a serious setbacko To restore , and perhaps 

improve the American position , Gaddafi, t hey think , must be remove~o 
That i s the geopolitics behind the camapign against Gaddafio Goodnigh 
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1) The Politi cs of Ai d 
2) The UN Secretary- Generalshi p 
3 ) NATO War Ministers Meet 

NEWS COlVIlVIEN TARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
December 9v 1981 , 6 ol0pom 

ai;(b 

Good even i ng : The Trinidad and Tobago r epresentat ive/tk& the current 

General As s embly of the Organisati on of Ameri can St,ates , now meeting 

in Cas tr i es , Sto Lucia , is reported a s having bi tterly denounced 

the type of economic aid which undermi nes the political independence 

of those countries re ceiving the aido Thi s is only the latest i n a 

very long l i ne of calls from Third orld spokesmen for what has come 

to be known as 'ai d without strings ' o The trouble is that there has 

r arely , if ever , been such a thing as aid without stri ngs o Sometimes 

the ' strings I may not have been very visi ble ; sometimes they may 

have ~een so un obtrusive as not to be seen at all ; but almost 

invariably there have been str in g) of one sor t or another to any aid 

one country has given to another . The nearest t hing to aid without 

strings I can think of is the type of aid given by the Scandinavians 

and the Netherlands : but even ik&XK this is in per suit of a very 

high and s ophisti cated level of self- interesto The Scandinavians are 

wary of i deological en tanglements and need customers and tradi ng 

partners with whom to do bu siness , and they also have the most 

highl y developed welfare states in the world , and so they want to 

expor t some of the hard- headed decen cies of their own systems o To 

varying degrees the Netherlands and , a s far as we are con cerned , the 

Canadi ans , can also be put into thi s r ough categor y o But when we 

turn to the world great power brokers , to t he two super-powers and 

the former imperi a l powers , the s trings attached to aid are nearly 

always pretty visibleo Bas ically , American and Soviet aid are 

c·learcut and bedded i n _political con s i derations 0 Both superpow:e:Bs 
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use aid to fur irller t heir poli t i cal , s tra e i or ec o .omic i nterestso 
the gi v i ng or witholdi ng DD size of 

At times they use/the aid to nudge recmp~mEts in a certain direction, 

or tb rest;rain them or to pre s sure them o Communist regimes or regimes 

which could be nudged and coaxed in that direction , or liberation 

movements which are likely to end up with leftist governments are 

more likely to get meaningful aid from the Soviet Un i on than the 

United States . Conversely rightist regimes or regimes which could be 

nudged and coaxed in that direction , or rightwing opponents of 

lefti st regimes , such as Angola ' s Jonas Savimbi an d Holden Roberto 

are more like l y to get American aid . At this level aid is just 
.co l d 

another weapon in the/war between capi tal ism and commun i sm , ee~~e f~il l 

when t hat cold war i s as stepped- up as it has become under the 

Reagan administrati on a So there really is no such thing as aid with­

out stri ngs and the sooner we all face this , the sooner will we 

begi n to learn to manipul ate those s trings to serve our own interest~ 

since we cannot do without the a i d o Just to bawl for aid without 

str i ngs is like whistling in the dark : you can ' t scare duppyo Next , 

this is the time of year when the NATO De fence Ministers have their 

annual meeti ng and thi s time they seem to be i n somm di sarray , partly 

because of the anti --nuclear demonstr ati ons in Europe and partl y 
now 

bec au se of the loose war talk i n the Reagn adm~nistra t i on ; and/txEI 

the new GBeek government has opted out of the mili tary s i de of the 

alliance . So things don t t look so good o We mu s t hope that all thi s 

will sober the Re agan peopl e into real i s ing that internati onal 

relati ons is a much more delicate and compl ex business than a cowboy 

facing an enemy down o An d finally a teasing though to If Don Mills were 

still our man at the U. No his standing was such with all side s that 
now 

he might/have been 

Secretary- General o 
won ! But our narrow 

one of the favour i te candidates for the post of 
~ l 

And what a ~ ~ or Jamai ca , if he had stood and 
par t Y:,po}-iti c s did not allow for thi s o Goodnight o 
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Human Rights & Political Democracy : 
Charges Before OAS Assembl y 

NEWS COlVIlVIEN '.I.'ARY 
For broadca s t on Monday 
December 7~ 1981 , 6 olOp omo 

Good even i ng: The General assembl y of the Organisati on of .American 

States now meeti ng in Castri es , Sta Lucia , is about to deal with 

the explosi ve probl em of human rights i n the r egi on o The OAS this 

past week received a s erie s of draft re s oiu t i ons on human rights 

from the Inter-Am eric an Human Ri ghts Comm i ss i on o And those draft 

reso l uti ons make it clear that the state of human rights in the 

regi on l eaves much to be desiredo The securi t y forces of El 

Salvador and Guatamala are a c cused of i l legall y k i l l ing the political 
and other paramili tary groups 

opponen ts of the regimes i n power; and they/are charged with doing 

thi s with the t acit approval of their governmen t s o And s o s ome 

26 , 000 SalvadoE.RBs have been ki l l ed over the past two years o In 

Guatamal a , where the violence is still in its early s -tages , the 

f i gure of the Human Rights Commission is 2 , 000 and c l i mbingo The 

Commission!~ resolutions also ac cuse the Boli vian government of 

murdering its opponents , violating i ndxvidual freedom s and sti f l ing 

freedom of express ion " And it c alls on the OAS to urge the govern­

men ts of Chile and Argentina to give information on t he whereabouts 

of the thousands of politi cal opponents of these r egi mes who have 

just disappearedo It also says t hat the exercise of political 

r i ghts has been limite d i n Nicaragua i n spite of plans to ho l d free 

elections ther e i n 19850 On this lat t er point, we must hope t hat 

t he OAS Assembly wi l l. discuss the questi on of wheJ.ther i t is possi ble 

to have genuinely free elections i n a ~mli~x«ax climate where 
di ffi cult 

political rights have been limited. But the more/XkRXIX questi on 

for the OAS assembly , I suspect , is going to be how to handle the 
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whole matter of the violation of human rights by regimes which 

are otherwise in complete accord with United States policy for 

this regi on .of the worldo These great viola t ors of human rights 

are anti-communist regimes ; they are regimes whi ch believe in 

private enterprise and the free marke t system o Those whom they 

suppress and kill , those whose human rights they violate are mainly 

lefti sts who 9 if they were to come out on top , would almost certainly 

want t o f 61low some variation of the Cuban or Nicaraguan road of 
i s 

development which 9 generally speaking ,/anti-capualist and woul d 

replace the free market system by centrally plenned and managed 

economies o So what do you do? Do you defend the human rights of 

people who would upend your political system if they ever gained 

power? 1bis is the apparent dilemma facing the delegates at the 

OAS asembly i n Castri eso But is it really such a di l emma? Mr o Caspar 

We ~ ~rger , the Uo l. Secretary of Defence 9 upset many West Europeans 

last week when he praised the Turkish military dictatorship because , 

he said , law and order must come before human rightso If a society, 

any society , cannot enforce law and · order wi t h out violati ng human 

rights then what is the po i nt of it all? What is the point of the 

rule of law? The Americans understand thi s for themselves i n their 

own country 9 which is why they do not kill off even the communi s ts 

in their midst , and why they wou~d not countenance anything re eembline 
er adi cation 

an ·•,edicati on squa d' in their own countryo For they know that human 

rights arid political democracy are i ndivisi bleo You can ' t havdone 
~ -v~.J--~ -\ 

without the other o But/ ~ seem to kn0w it only for themselves , not 

for other folk and other lands o And this , I suggest , is the greatest 
~ 

weakness of ~American foreign policy and the one s i ngle factor that 

may result i n its defeat in the $truRgle fordthe hearts and minds of 
E1.sennower an 

meno American leaders l i ke FDR and/John Kennedy a nd J i mmy Carter 
undef"'itood thi s; which i s why Ei senhower stopped the i~ ~sion of the 
Suez flana.J and Kennedy had~ cold formal handshake for ·u1ctators wno 
VlO~atea-fiuman -r.i- ghtso Goodnight o 
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NEWS COlVIIVIEN TARY 

U. S-Soviet Arms Talks in Geneva; 
OAS General Assembly in Sto Lucia: 

The Double Standard of International Relations. 

For broadcast on Friday 
December 4 ~ 1981 , 6olOpom 

Good evening : Two very important conferences began this week o One 

i s between the world's t wo most powerful nations ; the other is 

between tWBBJJ-seven mainly poor and le ss developed countrieso :An~ 

one of the world ' s two most powerful nation's also taking part i n 

the conference of the w~ enty- seven. The first conference is the 

one between the United States and the Sovi et Un i on which is aimed 

at working out some sort of acceptable formula by which the two 

superpowers can scale down and , perhaps , halt the nuclear arms race o 

That , at least , is the ostensible reason for the UoS .-Soviet Geneva 

meeting which is expected to last for months , if not years o Crttmes 

of the entire notion of the so- called 'balance of terror ' on which 

the nuclear armm race is supposed to be based are ~~~~~f~~feof the 

motives and intentions of both sides i n these talks o As a German 

spokesperson for the anti-nuclear movement in Europe told an American 

reporter yesterday : if this bal ance of terror , if this possession 

of nuclear ar ms i s supposed to be our guarantee of peace then why 
in 

not put nuclear arms in the Middle East and/every other trouble spot 

in t he world to ensure peace? Not a very logical question, perhaps, 

but certainly no less far-fetched than the notion of the two super­

powers arming themselves up to their eyeballs and claiming that they 

do thi s i n persuit of peaae . Anyway , the Americans and the Russians 

are sitting down together and talking together o And they are doing 

this sort of thing in a number of other spheres as well in spi te of 

the fact that the Russians detest , resent and fear the American 
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capitalist sys tem quite as much a s the Americans detest 9 fear and 

resent the Russian communist system o For reasons of self-interest , 

for reasons of survival , in hopes of outwitting each other , they 
In short 9 they ~xx«i ±«K 

talk and deal and do business with each other o/litoci.;x±xllllt±zxi.X;J.J: 

accept and practi ce a self- intere s ted i deologica l pluralismo But 9 

ironicall y , neither of the two super- powers appear willing to allow 
their 

their client- states 9 or/satell ites , or (accordi ng the the brutally 

frank Chinese de s cription) their running-dogs , to practi ce a similar 

i deological pluralism o And so the United States representati ve at 

the Sto Lucia OAS assembly 9 no less a person than Secretary of State 

Haig himself , is reportedly more i nterested in whippi ng the OAS 
an t i - leftis• 

repre s entati v e s into line behind the anti - Cuban , anti-Nicaraguan / 

hard line of the Reagan admini s trationo It is allright for the Americar 

'"' to talk to the Russians and do busines s with them , but not for Americ&I 

cliBBts to deal with Rus sia ' s clients o The justifi cation for all this 

is interferenceo But then , everybody interferes when it suits their 

purpose o The South Africans have just interfer~d i n the affairs of the 

Sychelles ; earlier they ha d done so in Angola and Mozambi que 0 The 
administrati on people 

.Americans interfere by/ t oday re ce iving in 1ashington Jonas Savimbi who 
duly constitGted 

is tryi ng to ov erthrow the/Angolan Government with South African help 

and secret American arms o So , just as the communi s ts i nterfere to 

put down oppo siti on and support like- minded groups , so do the capi tal­

i s ts o The Ru ssians do; the Ameri cans do i t o It i s part of the 

hypocracy , part of the double- standard of internati onal relati ons 

that Mr o H!:!ig will denounce and condemn the interference , real or 

trumped up , of the communi s ts i n Central America or elsewhere but be 

silent about c api ta.list interferf ce , in cludi ng that of Ameri ca itself. 

In dicati ons are that many of 

of this double s tandard from 
have things all h i s own way 0 

the OAS delegateg at St 0 Lucia are aware 

both Eas t and West and Mr o Haig may not 
Goodnigh t o 
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The Problem of I n discipline 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro adcast on Wedn e sday 
December 2 ,' 1981, 6ol0p "m 

Good eveni ng: The problem of i ndi scipli ne i n the society - and the 

publi c preoc cupation wi th it - has loomed very large of l ate o There 

have been strong signs of a new , or renewed , determinati on to put 

an end to i ndiscipli n e., This has even been given a partisan 

political tinge by suggestions tha t the indiscipl ine was a by- product 

of the policies of the past PNP administrati on and that bringing i t 

under control would be a demonstrati on of the basic differencef 

betwe en that past admitjistrati on and the present JLP administrati on o 

I thi nk myself that this political t i nge to the probl em i s unfortunate 
us , 

and may yet return to haun t,( especi ally those of us who are very 
, 

seriously concerned about bri nging about discipline withi n the 

so ciety without violating any of the rights and liberti es of the 

citizens , especial ly th0se of the poor and the weak and the young 

in our ghlittoeso Already , i n the name of restori ng discipline , and 

the law and order which go hand and hand with it , we have witnews ed 
social 

some questionable/developments of which the killing of two Kingston 

Technical Hi gh School students and the wholesale expul sions from 

Passley Gardens are only the most dramatic recent examples - a sort 

of ' tip,e of the iceberg ' i f you like " There are other worryi ng 

symptoms about : the violen c e of the v i gilan te mob on the one hand 9 

and the violent death of ghetto youth at the hands of law enforcement 

officers on the other , usually for allegedl y pulli ng a gun or kn i fe 

or a stick or in a shoot-ou t i n whi~ eyewi t nesses at times deny 

that the vic t i m had any gun o The painful di ffi culty here i s that the 

l awlessness i s very real and t he polic e often are embattled and i n 
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danger o So what do we do to come to grips with this very seri ous 

problem of indi scipline and the lawlessness it breeds? Do we try 

to cow our young people i nto obedience for all to see i n hopes that 

all would be quiet and submissive? Do we kill off enough ghetto 

youth in hopes that others will get the message and stop breaking 

the law and finding guns with which to do so? And if we persue this 

course , does it matter if we penalise the intjocen t with the guilty? 

If we kill innooen t you th for where they are and what they look like 

rather than for anything they have done? To be sure, this i s one way 

of trying to cope with i ndiscipline and lawlessness and any other 

form of rebellion o I spent my early childhood i n a country where 

they enfDDced discipline and law- and- order i n this manner on the 

majority of its citizens o But this is not the Jamaican way o So what 

do we do? I suggest, with respect , that we begi n by tryi ng to under­

stand the nature of the problem we faceo I do not think it is a 

simple problem with a simple answer such as ' Di s cipline must be 

enforced r or ' law and order must be upheldr o Of courseo But howt 

,And why 

in this 

getting 

are we in this s~~lrJ.. I suggest that the greatest i ndisc i pline 
lc.4L. ~ ~ ~ ---~ , 

society has , ~traditionally , come from the top o In work , in 

services , i n cutting corners , in jumpi ng qaaaasp i n XDl fiddlei 

of every kind , large or small , t he people at the top , the so- called 

' elites ' have always s et the exrup~le by getting away with i to When 

there were shortages they got the brown paper parcels and never 

r eally went without o And others, especially the poor and the young 

aaw this o They saw that you get what you want by pushi ng and shoving 

and , if need be , by shouting and s creaming and threateningo And when 

they themselves tried it, it worked o Elease don't get m·e wrong. I am 

not saying t his is all there is to ito All I am saying i s that those 

at t~~ ~~p mus ~ -~o a li;We self- examination , self-criticism and 
ifien ( '1e!ilon s f/a te\3o'fue~c i~l self- d~scipline as an example to those 

ey t..vvould instructa That is where it should begi n e Goodnight 0 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



1) JSA- Passley Gardens Issue Conti nues 
2 ) U.S- Soviet Arms TRlks 
3 ) Constit tionali ty of Bome Revenue Board Power s 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
Nov embe r 30, 1 981, 6 ol0p om 

Good even i ng : The J amaica School of Agriculture-Pqssley Gardens-
i s sue , 

and expuls ion of the 115 forme r JSA students/comhnues to stir and 

simmer and bubbl e like some self- he a ting cauldron t hat will not be 

cooledo Offici a l silence 9 one- s i ded report s of what was suppos e d 

to have happened , even branding wha t happened 'rebellion ', just 

will not , it seems , let this matte r die downo Not even the call to 

rally behind I law and order' has succ eeded in dampen i ng the public 

disquie t at t he mann er of the handling of t h i s ma tter . Indeed , so 

deep has this di squiet gone t hat someone has speculated about one or 

the other of out National Hero e s being the victim of this k i nd of 

si tuationo After a ll, most of our National Heroe s were the vic tims 

of the law and order of their day o So perhaps it is time for the 
re-th i nk 

government to/§l~.UUl§tR its stance of toughne s s ' t o prove a poin t ', 
as well 

and t ry for jusmice and equity/iR~i~~jo Th e Jamaica Schoo l o f 

Agriculture Old Students As s ociation has called for an i ndependent 

and impartial i nquir y in to the matter o I · hope the government will 
so cia lly 

l i s ten to that ca ll and get us a ll out of a-,1. unhe a lthy and festering 

situati ono An d then 9 at a l a ter s t age, I h ope agricultural edu cation 

e t the level of the JSA will once again be put under the umbrella of 

the Mi n i stry of Agricu~ture where i t flourished an i served Jam~ica 

so we ll for so many years. But for now , let justice be done and b e 

seen to be don e; if there i s crime , then l e t t he puni shment f it the 

crime o Punish only 1the guilty; do not, as the Nazis di d , puni sh a 
,._,J. ... ~~Lo--

whole v illage jby d~ s truction for the crime of one or 
J..- five or t en 0 

And then , if we can put the politics of the busi ness behi nd us , we 
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can go back to concentrating on the ur gent tasks of developing and 

refin i ng the s ki lls we need to feed t he nation from t he Jamaican 

earth and al s o to earn s ome of the sore l y need foreign exchange to 

help tur n the economy around . So let us get out of thi s mess , pl ease o 

On the worl d scene t h e most i mportan t new begi nning after more than 

two years of silent cold war hostility was t ne start of new arms 

limitation tal ks between the Un i ted States and the Soviet Union 

earlier todayo That the two nuclear super-powers ar e at least 

sitting down and talking to each other i s i mportant to all of uso 

During the time when they were not tai:king the nuclear arms race 

expanded at an alarming rate; and the talk of nuc l ear war was loudo 

I do not t h ink the nuclear arms race will s top because they ar e 

talking; I do think it will slow down while t he talks go on ; and I 

do think that the ho t talk will be mutedo I think we will hear less 

of how many citie s and how many millions of peopl e can be wi ped out 

in a 1 first strike ' if the stri ke is American, or i f the ' stri ker i s 

Russiano And the numbers game t hey will play in t heir talks will 

c onfuse all but the experts hopelesslyo The Americans claim that the 

Soviets have more nuc l ear miss iles threatening Europe and the West., 

The Russians , wi th equally impres s ive stati stics , cla i m that there 
American & 

are more/Western nuclear weapons threatening the Soviets and the i r 

a llieso Afl,d e a ch will t ry to ou tsmart the other . This i s the point of 

depa:tture ; but at least they have started t alking and are thus a 
cha to 

little less l i kely to start shooting during the months and yearw of/ 

And f in a lly, the Oppo s ition in the Senate on Friday raised one or 
Act, 

t wo disturbi ng po ints when the governmen t Revenue Eoard/1981, was 

debated o My first question is: if t here are sections of the Act 
Con s titutional 

which could violate t he/ri ghts and freedoms of the in dividual, why 
were these not challenged by the Opposition i n the House of Represent 
atives? And will some in depen dent Constitutional ~c holar , like Dro 
Lloyd Barnett , please advi se the nati on on t his mat t ero Goodn i ghto 
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l) Prices , Statistics & Credibility 
2) JSA Expulsions - Concern continues 
3) Politic s & Economic Recovery 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast. in Friday 
November 27, 1981, 6ol0p . m 

Good even i ng: A number of local developments during the course of 
and a l ittle earlier 

this we ek/should give the more vocal and more uncritical supporters 

of t he government cause to pause and think a little 9 or so we must 
~s 

hope o For i t Lt hese fanatical partisans who at times make the govern-

ment~ job a deal more difficult than it need beo Thi&~ was so with t,t;.­
past PNP administration , and this is becoming s o today.. The pai tisan 

as much as 
fanatics of the PNP saw anybody who/questioned anything done by the 

government it bli ndly s upported as saboteurs and capi talists o Now 

the partisan fanatics of the JLP see anybody who questions anything 

as communists and terrorists o And just as this kind of approach did 

not in the end serve the best long-term i ntere s ts of either the PNP 

or the country , so it is not goin g to serve the best long- term 

i nterests of either the JLP or the countryo Take , for instance, 

that totally unnecessary raid conducted by the Operati ons Squad 

( more notoriously known as the 'Eradicati on Squad ') on the offices 

of the Canadi an Un i versi ty Service Overseas which has been operati ng 

i n Jamaica for the best part of twenty years o To be sure this service 

does not enjoy diplomatic status ; but it is a Canad:hm.n overseas 

service which has brough t good to Jamaicao So wha t was the point of 

this rai d whi ch hurt Jamaican in tere sts and Jamaica ' s 'image '' i n 

Canada? And who ordered it? And why? And , most important of al1 , did 

those who ordered the raid first check with t he Mini stry of External 

Affairso I suspect that if they had Mr . Shearer would not have been 

plac ed i n the unhappy position of havi ng to 1 
apo ogi se o Thi s i s most 

0 

certai nly not servi ng the best i nterests of either the c ountry or 
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the governm ent er t he J LP . And this , please not.e. carefully , was 

not done by any of the enemies or the cri ~ics of the government or 

the JLPo A little less f anatical suppor t , a littl e less hunti ng for 

po l itical and terrormIDt witches , a little more thought and consult- 1 
5A.X1(€£Jv 

a.tion befor e acti ng , and Jamaica ' s i n terests would have been betterC 

Then there is the matter of that on ce s o-highl y- fanc i ed word tcredi bil 
, and successfully so , 

ity ' whi ch was used/as a ki nd of all-purpos e po l iti cal stick wi th 

whi ch to beat the-then governmen t o The gap between what they sai d 

and what t h e people experien ced was t he great credibility gap o Now 9 

the more fanatic partisans are creating i t agai n . They blind the 

ordi nary citi zens wi t h statisti cs to show that the cost- of- living 

has declined : and yet 9 those who shop for the bas i cs know thatfarices 

have gone up 9 not down o If they are not to wi den the ' era.di bili ty gap ' 
way 

then these statistic ians had better t ry to f i nd some/of reconciling 
day-to- day 

what people know fr om/experien c e with what the statisti cs say;L Or 
a t er 

e l s e what t hey say/may not be be l ieved , eve when it is the gos .e l 

trutho True confiden ce is a state t ha t is earn e d; not commanded 9 

not ordered , not forced , not bullied , not fr i ghtened i nto be i ng -

espe cially i n open pl ural democracieso So political self-interest 

as well as the national self-iruterest would dictate a deal l ess 

stri dency from the parti san fanat i cs if that essentiall y an ti-extrem­

ist and pro- economic bett erment v o te of October of last year i s to 

be ~urned i nto positi ve support for positive programmeso And t h i s 

proc ess of c ool-headedness could usefully begin with a careful re­

thinki ng of the approach to the Jamaica School of Agriculture and 

those expell ed students. This ma t ter has sti r red deep public concerns 

and wi l l not di e down ; ~ rtly , I suspect , because of an insti~ tive 

revulsi on against the noti on of 
' coll ective punishment ~ 

Goodni 0 ·h t 0 
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1) Bauxite Situation Eased 
2) Di versificati on & Employment 

,J:h !iLs ±s 1aDs & 2e 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
November 25 , 1981, 6 ol0p om 

Good even i ng : The ~ime Mi n i ster ' s announcement , during the course 

of yesterday ' s opening of the ±k« debate on the First Supplementary 

Esti mates , that the Unite d States Gove r nmen t is to buy 10 6- mi llion 
l'f\ ~ pr e- Christmas 

tons of Jamaican bauxi t e i s just about t he melt welcome/news that 

t he embattled bauxite workers could have receivedo Many of them 

woul d have been apprehensive about be i ng laid- off just before 

Christmas - and there was no way of knowing who the unlucky ones 

would be 9 so the anxie t y would. have extended way beyond just the 

number of 413 0 And there was the uneasy fear in the background that 

the Kai ser and Reynolds cutback announ cements were almost bound to 

be fo l lowed by s i mmlar announcements from t he other compan i eso So 

the appr ehension would have been prelty widespread in the r anks of 

the bauxite workerso And yesterday' s announcement l argely l a i d 

these fears to rest - for the present at· l easto But the probl em,.s 

has not been sol ved completel y 9 as the Prime Mi ni ster h i mself made 
those 

clear o The l?-,y- offs - both those announ ced , and/likely to have been 

announced - have be en checked for the time be ingo The balance of 

payments and foee ign exchange crisis we would have faced if the 

U. So Government had not decide d to buy that lo 6- mi llion tons has 

largely been avertedo And if the U. So Governmen t we r e to dec i deft 

to make a second similar purchase of Jamaica bauxite next October -

which seems very l i kely - then we woul d have a little extra t i me 

i n which to try and grapple wi th the problem of the dramati c downturn 

i n t he demand for bauxi te and alumina in Jamaica , s tradi t i onal market 
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One of the hard problems is that ,Jamaica' s tra.di tional North American 
reducti ons 

markets are facing seriou1;,, I'Educti ons in demando All the reports 
. an economic 

out of the United States speak of/a re cession which seems to be 

getting worse o Manufacturing is down; car sales are down; the 

building i ndustry is in a slump; only unemployment , it seems 9 is 

sharply upo And this is the background against which the bauxi te 

companies in Jamaica are being forced to cutback on producti on o 

When your market shrinks and there is a decline i n demand you cannot 

i ndefinite l y go on producing the same v olume as when your market 
Thi s is the nature of the so- call free market economieso 

was boomi ng and expandingo/ Of c ourse there are elemen ts of the 

i nevitable t ug- of- war between management and labour at work as wello 

In times of boom when increased producti on is a primary interest 

labour usually has a strong hand and can force all sorts of con­

cessions out of management because management is anxious not to 
i' 

interrupt producti on and lose its markets to competj;i tiono Wgen 

things are in recession, on the other hand , it is usually management 

that is i n a strong position , ewperl! ially when it has ample stockpiles 

and can sit out long strikes and shutdowns a And I think we are into 
So 

one such situation nowo/~m~ I think it would be a serious misreadin g 

of the economics of our bauxi te industry for any workers o~ any of 

their unions to see the j ~ t averted cutbacks as any sort of 

deliberate campaign against organi s ed labour: all it is i s taking 

advantage of an objective situation which favour s management in 

precisely t he s ame way that unions take a dvantage of objecti ve 

situations which favour laboura I thi nk the workers and their un i ons 
clearly 

need to understand this reality/ if they are to cope with the new 

problems of a new s ituationa And as for the wider crisis and i ts 

implic a tions for the nation a l econol}l'y , I think we are going j to havJ[ 

renew our e f f orts to sell our bauxite an d alumina to more t h an just-) 
one mark eto There is a limit to what the U. So govto can G~8 a~r~i~◊ 
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The Economics of Survi val: 
1) Budget Ba l anced , $9 o5m Saving; Tax Revenue Up 
2 ) Christmas Works Programme 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday , 
November 23 , 1981, 6 ol0p . m 

Good even i ng : Jamaica ' s Parliament will t omorrow debate the First 

Supplementary Estimates under the now year-old new administration 

of Mro Edward Seagao And the figures that have thus far c ome out 

s mggest a welc ome new tightening up in the nati on ' s money matters o 

The nation t s housekeepi ng i s under v:ei,y stric t new management and 

the indications are that there i s unlikely to be any need to turn 

to the Bank of Jamaica to f i nance any budgetary shortfall. Thi s 

resorting to the Bank o_f J arnaica to print money had , as yow. know 9 

a 
become/regul ar feature of our budgetary exercise in recent .yearso 

And this was , of course, one of t~e things the JLP had aid it 

would pu t an end to if returned to powero And on this 9 to nobody's 

great surprise I suspe c t , i t has deli vered o lVIro Seaga came to 

power with an established reputation for finan cial managemento So 

there has be en a save ng of some $9 o5-million on the ori g i na l 

spending Estimates for the 1981/82 financial year o And over this 

past weekend the Prime Minister told an audien c e that the governmentt f 

revenue collections, mainly from Income Tax , is expected tobe 

some $80-million more than was t8rgeted for . So, over- spending has 

been stopped; i ndeed , planned spending had been cut by nearly 

$10- million; and i nflows from taxati on is up o This all add s up 

to a dramatic turn- around in the na i on 's money management a But 

this could not be done without an almost ruthless tightening up on 

the spending of public mon ey: you ha~ t o have the government's 

tight wages policy and its very strict fiscal conservatism to achieve 
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this kind of turn- around , and to maintai n it: so public enterprises , 
turn a prof i t and 

public uti l ities , mu s t either/pay their way or justi fy any subsidy 

by overwhelming public ser vice , or else they must be cut adri f t o 

And so those that have been subsidi sed for year s and that have come 

to expect the subsidy almost as of right , are now i n cri s i s: the 

bus company a!)d s.91It_e of t he other u t ili t i es , the sugar industry and 
µ \L~ ~ ~ ~ -

a few others o~And these ar~ , of course , le.rge- s cale empl oyers of 

labour and any cutback or any cu t-o ff almost i nevi ta.bl y means l oss 

of j obs o And as i n Bri tain, and as in the Un i ted States , so here 

the t ighten i ng of f i scal management , the cutti ng of waste and of 

a l l form s of fea t her b~dding 9 bears down most heavily on those on 

the l owest rungs of the economic ladder o Another di ffi culty with us 

is th3 t our s i z e and our leve l of nati onal weal th does not all ow 

for the ki nd of social security and welfar e assistan ce programmes 

which makes being unempl oyed i n Wester n Europe or North America 
person 

tolerableo The unemployed/i n Wester n Europe and North Amer i ca often 

c oll ects more in unemployment benefit and other welfare assistance 
a 

than does his Jamaican counterpart i n/ j ob payi ng be t we en , say , f i fty 

and a hundred dollars a we ek . So being unempl oyed i n Jamaica , or indefc 

i n any Thi rd World country , i s a heavier burden for both the unemploylc 

and the gov ernmen t t ryi ng to manage i t s f i nancial affai rs wi th 
· social 

pruden ce o Ba l ancing desperate/need>a gai ns t the harsh requiremen t s of 

prudent f i nan cial management i s di fficul t and demandi ng en ough within 

a pol i t ical l y un i ted soc i ety : i n a soc i ety di v i ded and a t war against 

it self , that balanc i ng ac t bec omes almost imposs i bleo And pruden t 

financial managemen t, let us remember , is only one aspe c!, albe i t a. 
. \,- ~~ 

key one , in tur ni ng any economy aroundo There has to be L he producti on 

and t ye har d wo r k from all of us to ear n the money that must be 

pr udently managed o Perhap s this year~ s Christmas work will se e a 

really PDoductive and sociall y useful begi nning in that direction
0 

Goodnight o 
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Jamaica School of Agriculture: 
The Final Act of Demolition? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
November 20 1 1981, 6 ol0pom 

Good evening : This morning ' s report over this radio station of the 

expulsion of 115 of the 119 students who were transferred xxmm to 

the Passley Gardens Agri cultural Schoo l when the Jamaica School of 

Agri culture was cl~sed on September 10th , is just about the most 

depres s ing and most distressing news we have had i n a very l.ong timeo 

It has become something of a cli ch, for us to talk about our people 

being our greatest national and natural asset; and , of course 9 the 
• 

more trai ned and ski lled the people , the greater their value to the 

society and to themselves o And for Jamaica this is particularly so 

in the field of agricul ture o In the harsh worl d economic climate of 

the 1980s - and it is l i kely to get worse in the 1990 s and onward -
· possi bl e 

the countries ·and peoples whG achieve the highest/levels of self-

suffi c i ency i n feed i ng themselves wi l l survive the strai ns and 

pressure in very much better shape than tho"se who are heavi l y depend­

ent on i mported food o And bearing this in mind you would have thought 

t hat the very last thing we would want to do is to shut off the 

acqui r i ng of. greater agricultural skill s to any of our young people. 

Even if ·the young people concerned were at fault and had to be· 
the extent Ml seriousness of their mi sconduct 

disc i pli ned - and/~ki~ has by no means yet been esta~lished to the 

satisfacti on of very many c onc~rned people ih ·the society - even 

then , t his kind of brutal fore c losure on their future should be~ 

last resort 9 a final ppinful act after all else had patently fai led . 

Please don ' t get me wrongo I am not tryi ng to excuse or make l i ttle 

of any of t ne charges of misconduc t leve ~led at the s tudents and 
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listed i n the Minister's statemento But I am a s king whather the 

students' side of the matter h a d been given a hear i ng before this 

drastic decision was takeno All the available information suggests 

t hat just as the decisi on to close down the J amaica School of 

Agriculture was taken and carried out without any prio~ discussion 
or ~ ~ --fLi., ~cl; 1 

with the student- body , /even the teqching-body L at the JSA , so this 

expulsion decision 'is taken wt thou t givi ng the students a chance 

to at least try and defend themselveso And I think we need to 
former JSA 

bear i n min d that wh atever t h e behaviour of t he/stde:anta a t Pas sley 

Gardens - and t h e account s are conflicting - t hat behaviour came 
what had 

out of/±k• x±kK happened at Twicken~am Park , and out of the manner 

in which it had happenedo There are very man y of us who :f2ai: think 

that i n this particular s ituation you do not have all right on one 
done 

side and all wrong on the other; that everything/and every x±•~ move 
made by _ 

/the Ministry of Educati on was right and proper , and everything done 

a n d every move ma de by the JSA students and teachers was wrong and 

i mpropero To say this is n ot to questi on the fact t ha t t h e f i nal 
does Min i s ter and the 

power of decisi on/rest~ with t h e/Mi nistry of Educati on: t h e Mini s try 
or informing 

can, i f i t wan ts to 7 act arbitrarily and without consulting/eith er 

s j udents or teachers until after t h e evento So the questi on is not 

of the right or t he power: the question is of the jus t i ce and the 

fai rn e ss an d the concern for t h ~ long-term social good with which 

that unquest i oned r igh t an d power i s exerc i sedo And foreclosi ng on 

t h e future e ducati onal h opes and pDospects of 115 young adults who 

wanted to complete and refine '.heir skill, i n agriculture i s a very 

serious stepo Wha t happen s now to t h i s partly trained group of our 

greatest n ational as set? Does anybody care? And is s h owin g h ow tough 

and strong we can be the s ame t h ing a s good government? An d i s thi s 

the final a ct of demoliti~B of t h e J amaica Sc hool of Agri culture whi ch 

gaine d worldwi de r e s pect/its ::i:l(tven t y-one year$~ An d wh y? Goo dn i gh to 
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Reagan on :lrms Limitation 

NEWW COMM EN TAR Y 
For broadcas·t on Wednesday 
November 18 9 1981, 6ol0p om 

Good evening : President Ronald Reagan 's speech on arms limitation 

dm l iver~ efore the Wshington Pres~ Club earlie~ today was a major 

American political move which can be looked ai from a number of 

different angleso ·Fi rst and foremost perhaps , it was a very brilliant 

· move to ea~e the deep concerns of the Wes t Europeans over some of 

the l oose talk of a few weeks ago from American spokesmen , including 
our 

the President himself o You may recall tha t over/.tk.e: National Heroes 

Day weekend Mr o Reagan's remarks t hat a limited nuclear war could 

be fought in Europe without necessarily i nvolvi ng all-out nuclear 

attacks .on each other by America and Russia , resulted i n those 

massive waves of anti-nuclear demonstrations in Western Europe: 

And even Vice President Geerge Bush had to commen ·t bi tterl y on the 

i rony of the West Europeans behaving as though they had more to 
• • 

fear from the United States than from t he Soviet Un ion when it came 

to nuclear war o And then there was Secretary of State Alexander 

Haig' s statement that the Americans mi ght let off a nuclear devi ce 

high up in the aky to warn any Soviet or Warsaw Pact forces who 

might i nvade any par& of Europeo ~11 this wen t i nto feedi ng the 

West European worry and concern about what looked l i ke a tr i gger­

happy America spoili ng for a l imited nuclear showdown on European 

soi lo An i mportant , if not the most i mpor tant , purpose of to day's 

Reagan statement¼ Was to set these European fears at resto Mr . 

Reagan tol d the EuropeanS flatly that no NATO weapons would be used 

except in response to an attack o In other words : they will re l ali ate 

i f attacked o They will not launch an attack firs to 
In thi s sense 
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the Reagan sta tement is an acknowledgement of the European fe ars 

and an a ssuran ce that those fears need not be entertaine d o And 

this , l ike ~tor not 9 represents s ome sor t of psychological victory 

for the anti-nuclear forces, certainly in the short run o The ~ 

politicians who are le aders of Europe in the NATO alliarjc ~ lall 

be as relieve d as West Germany ' s Chancellor Schmidt whose very 

political survival seemed at stake over the bus ine ss of nuclear 

weapons in Europeo One of the real catches of the nuclear honror 

i s the que ~tion: will anr retal iation be possibl e after a first 

nuclear stri ke? An d America is now committed not t o strike firsto 

But this, I suspect, might be offset by the political ini t ia t i ve 

the Americans have now so f irmly seize d by the Re 4 gan proposal t o 

cancel their Pershing 2 and ground mi ssile s if the Soviets in return 

woui d withdraw their nuclear weaporjs from Eur opeo Only the experts 

can really tell what is i nvolved here ; but it is , on the face of it , 

an excellent progaganda po i nt whi ch could easily be used to put the 

Soviets i n a bad light o If the Sovie iJi really do have an advantage of 

6 to 1 in weaponry over the NATO forces then they will ob-w,iously 

have to give much more i n any such deal as Reagan proposedo And i f 

they refuse to do so t hen, I suspect the Americans h ope , t h e West 

Europeans will brand the Ru ssians as the real warmongers and nuclear 

cowboyso Whe ther the Americans can make thi s kin d of propaganda 

' work with the h ighly sophisticated and politically savvy Wes t EuropEan 

i s an other matter ag aino Bu t I suspect tha t the Russians are going 

to have to make some sort o f ma tching ge ature i f only to try and 

avoid being blamed by the European s for any further nuclear build-up o 

An d perhaps , just perhaps, by t h is k i nd of playi ng on the wish of 

eact superpower to want to be seen as peac e - monger , We s t Europe may 

be turned i nto a nuc l ear- free z oneo ~!& 3 W ¥ J }Riiilics •s t&Tu 

Goodnight 
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People, Politics & Economic Deve l opment 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
Firnr braodc.ast on Monday 
November 16 , 1981 , 6ol0pomo 

Good evening : The manner of the death and buri al of the two 

Kings ton Technical Hi gh School students , an d~ the two young policemen 

who were ambushed in Vinyard Town , has provoked the kind of reaction 

and disuussion in the society wpich tells us t hat a very raw nerve 

in the Jamaican body ·politic has been laid bareo Bishop Desouza , 

the Reverend Canon Smythe and Mr . Robert Lightbourne 9 among others , 

have all commented on aspects of this mattero And , in fairness let 

i t be remembered that almo s t all those who deplored the manner of 

the killi ng of t he two students also deplored the killi ng of the two 

young policemen with equal concern and firmness . And the JamliI,ica 

Council for Huma.n Rights has agai n , in t he light of these and oth er 

recent happenings , reminded us of it long- standing call for the 

establishment of what it calls a ' proper ' Citizens Complaint Boardo 

And daily , our two radio stati ons have , through t heir inval uable 

call- in programmes , given u s some measure of how deeply many ci ti.zens 

are concerned about the killings , whether by elements in the po l ice 

or by the lawless ones , and about the continui ng and at times bitter 

divi s ions within the s ocietyo And you know something , i f we do not 

succeed in heali ng or at least minimising these divi sions , and i f 

we do not bri ng the killings under control , our chances of achi evi ng 

the economic turn- about that we all say we want will be that much 

more diffi culto So what are we to do? Fi rst , I suggest , we had 

better all of us try to get away from the i ntensely parti san postures 

whi ch tend to divide the nati on i nto 'friends ' and ' enemies ', into 

those who vote d 'for us' and t hose who voted ' against us '. For one 
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thing far too many peopl e who traditionally support the PNP voted 
year the 

for the J"LP last/October , and to miss/.tk:.icx significance of thi s is, 

I think , to 'Completely mi s s the nature of t he mandate this government 

was given by the people o So let t here be an end to the propaganda of 

divismvenesso Every citizen has the Constitutional right to freedom 

of associati on : it is not a crime , it is not subversive , it is not 

un-Jamaican to be a member of any political party - be it capi talist 9 

sociali st ,communist or atjy other ' ist ' o And guilt , , let us r emember , 

i s related to wr ong- do i ng which is established by due process of 

lawo Under our system only a court of l aw can determi ne a person ' s 

guilt or i nnocenceo An d we abuse and we undermine the stabili ty of 

ouE system whenever we try to bypass this cardinal princ i pleo And 

none of u s 9 no matter who we are or wha t position we may occupy , are 

above the law and can bypass the rule of law withou t damagi ng an d 

undermi n i ngfti~ystem o Nothi ng justi f i es the breaking of the law: 

no t need , not poverty , n ot political in tereat 9 not i deo logical 
, not the holdi ng of power o and our Comsti tu tion 

inienestJ And t his i s so because our sys tem/does allow for change 

withi n the l awo The only justificati on for ever go i ng outside the law 

16 if there is no way of get ting rid of a great i njustice or a great 
rule of 

tyranny or a manifest evil withi n the locw framework of the/lawo And 

this i s why not even the police must take the law into their own hands 

An d this is why I hope we will have a aomplaints Boardo An d I think 

such a Board could , for both convenien ce and effectiveness , come 

under the depar tment of the Di rector of Public Presecutionso But the 

really i mportant thing i s for all of us to try and rediscover the 

the key thi ngs that un ite us and make us one commun i ty of free people, 
~ -

di ffer i ng in f outlook ~ di sagreeing on s ome things , but un i ted in 
Ir- ;; 

respect for our laws and for the rights and freedoms and responsibili-
Wi thout this there is no real progre they confer on each citizen of J amai lfi'ao / Goodnight Sf: 
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.America & the World: 
1) Haig & Central America 
2) Bush & West European Allies 
-9'9 e 8 1 8 th@ Afpj "all -S@J::\X:l.'"i tifitf> 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
November 13 , 1981 , 6 ol 0pom 

Good evening: At one point during the course of yesterday ' s 

Congressional he a.rings i n Washington on American Fo+eign poli cy , 

a Congressman invi ted U. So Secretary of State Alexander Haig t o 

make i t clear that the Un i ted States would not seek to overthrow 

or to destabili s e Nicaraguao Mro Hai g refused to give · any such 

assurance ; and the Congressman remarked that if he were a Nic araguan 
start preparing 

Mr . Haig ' s answer· would alert h i m to/.kl.BIXJQZll[}!lXXBHi for the worse o 

And so the reports and rumours which hav.e been circulating for weeks 

now that America .was contemplati ng some sort of military acti on -

possibl y a b l ocade aimed at Cuba and Nicaragua for their alleged 

empport . of El Salvador - were given a certain credence from the 

very highest qwarters in Wash ington itself o In fac e of thi s it i s 
as propaganda 

no longer easy to dismiss/the repeated Cuban charges that America 

was planning aggressi on again s t Cubao Indeed , the genera l talk :i:& 

,~~ormed political circles is that Mr . Hai g' s r efusal to rul e 

out the po s s i bility of military acti on by the United States i n 

Central America is par·t or" a,i p l an to go onto the offensi ve agai nst 

the so- cal lee. lefti st and progres s i ve regimes and movements i n Central 

America and the Caribbean o · Cuba and Nica ragua are seen a s e;ic:amples 

of what could happen and of what i s possi bl e if popular maas•tiased 

leftist groups are allowed to come to power o So the c ontai nment and 

undermin i ng of Cuba and Nicaragua are seen a s key elements i n 

stoppi ng the lefti st spread in Centra l America.a To thi s end there i s 

even talk of t h e Organisati on of American S t a tes setti ng up its own 
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military force in order to contain the left in Central America o In 

theory this force would on l y come to the aid of governments threaten-
by . 

ed/ ' external subversion 1 ; but , as that very highly respected American 

journalist , I . F. Stone said in New York a few days ago : " The struggi.e 

in Central America is one of a land- o~~ing aristrocracy Jo retain 

ignorant cheap l abour o When labour compl ains it is blamed on outside 
would not be 

agi ta.tors" 0 So i t/xsXlllN± diffi cult to find ! external subversion' 

behind any popular protest and i nvoke i ntervention once such a force 
members of 

is set upo Al l thi s was there as a kind of backdrop yesterday as/ 

that Congressior1al hearing ~uestioned Secreary of State Haig about 

U. So foreign policyo And the European'> and Asians and Africans and 
who are 

others who were far from Washington but/as concerned over American 

for eign poli cy as any American? bec ause that policy affects them aliQ 
I 

were not comfor ted much by the apparent Ameri can determi nati on to 

confront and smash down so- called lefti st subversion in any corner 

of the worldo It was this cold comfort that most Wes t Europeans find 

with current .American foreign policy that led .American Vice President 

George Bush to remark recently that the Kremlin was suc ceedi ng in 

per.Bua.ding many people i n Western Europe that they had more to fear 

from the United States than from the Sovi e} Un i on o It is of course 

not Soviet propaganda that has succeededo The Eur opeans are much too 

politi cally mature for that o What has succeeded i n fr i ghtening the 

Europeans , and other s , is what I oFo Ston e described as ' a dangerous 

new mood of "machismo abroad" bui lding up in the United States' o It is 

a state of mi nd i n which 1 the good guys' patrol the world l i ke quick­

draw sti ff- legged ma~s halls seeki ng out t he ' bad guys to drop ' emo 

The catch is that this kind of t r i gger- happi ness 9 or its bluff i ng 

equivalent , can i n today's world set the whole earth on f i r e. All i t 

needs in one mi scalculation , one badly called bluffo Goodnighto 
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l) Trinidad after Eric Willi ams 
.. 2 ) he :si do FJ -:t Ho P 80& S: Heb® iM#:!JJf:t:a.a.. <- A l~:s.._ 
'3--i l'hrn d. ii , it Goo d :tt:iii$._..~ 

NEWS CONil\lIEN TARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
November 11, 1981, 6 ol0p om 

Good · evening: One of the measures of t he quality of ¥JY man's 

le adership is what comes after him: and by that measure t he massi ve 

electoral victory of the Pe ople 's Nati onal Movement in Tri n i d_ad 

yesterday tells us a great deal about the quality of leadership 

Dr o Eric Williams gave to hi s country for a quarter of a cen t ur y 

until his death earlier. this yearo For the Peopl e ' s National Move­

ment was the creation of Eric Willi a.ms in a way that no Jamaican 

politi cal party can be said to be the creation of any one mano 

The PNM was literally made by Eric Will i e.ms alone, and without any 

li ttl e group of like-min ded friends and supporter s to back h im upj 

in the beginningo I still remember the sight of the self-contained 

l ittle man all by himself on that pl atform at the ' Un i versi ty ' of 

Woodford Square , where the People ' s Nati onal Movement was bor n out 

of a series of lectures he gave when that was the on l y way he could 

re a ch hi s pe opl e: and what a way it was! He assumed t hat his peopl e 

were adult and mature enough to be closely reasoned with; and he. 
It was 

reasoned with i h emo/R.B[x i:.t literally an open-air university where the 

great scholar expl a i ned the social , political and economic pr oblems 

of the country i n a world context , without talking down to hi s 

audien ce and without maki ng any ki nd of concession to political 

platform showmanshipo He spoke c l early , quietly , s i mply 9 with out 

gestures and without raisi ng his vo iceo And his peopl e listened as 

I have not seen poli tical audiences listen in any other wountr y I 

have visi tedo I remember wonderi ng at t he time , as I watched and 

l istened , jus t how far Eric Will i ams woul , et wi th thi s brand of 
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political austerityo The peopl e he was up agai nst i n th~se days were , 

after all, highly col ourful 9 astute and , when ne ed be 9 ruthless 
politic s mi d-

politi cal ope r a tors o Colon i e.1 Tr inidad/ir1 the/ 1950s was domi nated 
and largel y ethn ic 

by a number of toughmi nded/po l iti cal chieftains of whom Albert Gomes 

was perhaps the best known outsi de " The whei.ling and deali ng had 

racial and r eligious overtones and wi th some of the finest col our 

gradation s I had encounter ed " Politic s and money went t oge t her and 

I still recall the great displ easure , vergi ng almost on fe ar with 

whi ch a certain Colonial Office type spoke about an~KX% Indi an 

million i i r e who was both a religious and poli t i cal l eader and had 

connection s with Indian sugar workers as well.., How , I wondere d , 

would Er i c Williams who was di sliked by both the Br itish and the 

Americans , stand up agai nst these tough cookie s who had a ll t he 

goo dies t o gi ve away in exchange for vote s o Well , we have known 

the answer for a long time now o He outfought them all and he 

straddled Tr i nidad politics as no other Trinidadi an had o When he 

died earlier this year , I remembered how it was bef ore he gai ned 

iower , and there were some i ndicati ons that t hings mi ght return to 

what they were before he took over o Ther e were signs of the emergi ng 

of the racial politics wi th i ts r eli gi ous and tribal undertones; and 

you had the money politics ; and you had :l!Ihe sprou t i ng of par t i es as 

vehi c l es to power for ambitious men,, And he had been in power long 

enough f or all the fa i lure s and shor t c omings of the moment to bury 

some of the great a chievemmBts o So f or me the question was whether 

that broad poli t ical struc t ure which he had created 9 the Peopl e ' s 

Nati onal Mo vement , which cut across r ac e and class and colour and 

se)i: and r eligi on , whether thRt structur e would survi v e aim wi thou t 

hi m0 If it di d sur v i ve h i m then it meant he had l a i d f oundat i ons 

that went deeper than the mano And thi s , it se ems , is hi s proud legacy 
to his people o Goodn i ght 0 
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1) Reaction to Sugar Co- ops Closure 
2) The Dilemma of the Rule of the Gun 
3) Drying- out & the Utilities 
4) Internati onal Note a 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcas t on Monday 
November 8, 1981, 6 ol0pom 

Good evening : The weekend dr ying-ou t process afte r las~ week ' s 

heavy;· rain has no t b·een helped by the state of our u tili t i eso We 

have experience d massive electricity ou tages - · ~n our neck of the 

Sto Andrew -Hills people had no current yesterday from the t i me they 

woke up until at,out half- past five i n the evening , which was some­

thing in the regi on of a 13tr a.mgh t twelve- hour stretch ., And water 

was not much bett er; most of us were withou t a l l daj and ·on l y got 

a t r ickl e i n the even i ngo And it is not easy t o c lean up and dry .. 
out withou t l ight and watero And , you know 9 our utiliti es are 

going to have to do very much better i f t hat -hoped- for good wi nter 

tourist season i s to be the kind of success whi ch brings visitors 

back ~gain o _People i n search of Test and. rela~ation are not goi ng 

to . spend t hei r hard- earned money i ~ places where they are often 

short of l i ght an d watero So havi ng uti lities that functi on well 

is more t han just a matter of your c omfort and mine, i mport¾t as 

.t ha t is; it is also an i mportant par t of the effort to earn our 

economic troubl es awayo Electricity , water , transpor t and commun i cat~ 

ions ?,re essen tial componen t-s i n the eff ort t o turn the economy 

around; and right now they are not r eally pulling their we i ghto I 

have not , for instan c e , been able to make a t~lephone cal t from my 
. You and • 

phone sinc e the 19th of June of this year ., /I may have to put up with 

this kind of service : bu t no v i sitor has to , and most visitors will 

just not retur n i f they are subjected to this ki nd of service . Then 

there was the depressing news of the ambushi n ~and ki lli ng of the two 
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young policemen in Vinyard Town last Friday o All the in formation 

suggests a care ful and deliberate plan to murdero And coming after 

all the other gun- kill ings of recent days and week s it does look as 

though the rule of the gun threatens to replace the rule of law in 

the societyo The really hard dilermna of the gun is the way in which 

it feeds on itselfo When the lawless ones can set up anft ambush ~mr 
a police pa trol and k ill two of its members it is difficult to 

expect the police not to want to shoot first and questi on aftero And 

yet 9 when the police shoot first and question after you may end up 

with the kind of killi ng wh ich snuffed out the lives of those two 

young Kingston Technical High Sc hool students . So where do we g o 

from here? What do we do? How do we handle what h a s now become an 

ugly and danger ous situation which feeds on itself , in which go­

killing beget gun-killing? If we arm the police to the te e th and let 

them loose what is to prevent the l awless ones from doing the same? 

And how many more inn ocent ones must be gunned down in persuit of 

the l awless ones? And where will it end? And what becomes of the 

rule of law in t h e fac e of t he barking guns? Ultimately, the only 
our 

answer is the return t o due proce s s where/±kI courts , an d only our 

courts, determine guilt OE innocence o The har d question , the questi on 

which i s going to test to t h e full the goo d sense a n d abilities of 
where 

the politica l director ate, is how to move from/kocxI we are now to 

that desired po s ition where only our courts dispen s e jus t i ceo Let us 

pra y that we do this withi n t he context of our democracyo An d fina lly 

t h e sugar workers co-ops . As expecte d , reac t ion to t h e c l osnne was 

strongly a gai n st, especi e lly amon g the older suga r workers as yester­

day • s Exposure programme made clear o But you cannot jus t say that a 

loss of $8206-million is not a sufficien t re a sono Bankru ptcy , no mat te]! 

who i s to blame , i s alwa y s a sufficient re a son f or closing a busine s s
0 

Th i s i s the sad but ine s c a pable re a lityo Goodni gh t 0 
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After the Raim 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Fri day 
Nove , ber 6 v 1981, 6 ol0pom 

Go ~d even i ng : • After the ter~ible v,,,etJing we ha~e just been through 
. 

most Jamaicans will welcome the weeken_d t o ~ry anddry out and get 

back to normal: and for some of us it is going to need all of this 

weekend and some more to come to grips with flo ode.<J homes and 

damaged furmm tan• e and applian ceso One worries particularly about . . . 
.. . 

low- l y ing places. like Portmore . The last couple o~ days have under-

s~ored the critical importance of the Prime Mi nister ' s announcement 
on Tuesday of this week 

i n parliament/that Portmore · would have a major dra:i.nage system · builta 
y 

That is something that cannot c·ome too soon . And our roads , especial~ 

in the Corporate Area , have not . st-ood up as Jvell as most of us would 
• 

likeo One result is that most peopl e experitinced some dreadful delays 

i p getti ng from ho to work and back; and it ·was particularl y hard 

on the chi ldren o The great blessi ng was that there were no reports 

of major and fatal road accidents ,. and if this holdst. if there are 
• • 
no _late reports to upset this , then we will have come through t his 

particular spell of bad weather i n . reasonably go ei d shape as far a s 
• 

life ana l~mb are conc ernedo And for all the l oss and damage we can 

be thankful that it was not worse , that Katrina did not hit us 

di rectlyo And I think we ought to note , too 9 the quie"t speed and 

efficiency with which all the agencies deali ng with disast.ers and 
out 

relief went onto the alert o So , while we dry/ourselves and our 

possessions let us remember that there is much to be thankful foro 
we go t 

It could have been much worse o Instead of just the wetting /and 

the damage it brought, the storm could have passed much closer 

c ausing much greater damage ; or , it could have h i t us directly and 
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brought us the most terrible griefo So we have good reason to 

count out blessings . But whi le we count out blessi ngs let us take 

note of the -weaknesses i n our system which ~ -shown up by the heavy 
ease with 

rain. And the relative/w~KDIKXX whi ch so :mmhy of our roads break up 

is one of our grea,test yveaknesseso If you look at the damage caused 
t.- · . • ) I __. 

_,. ;,. I ;_\} l ..Y,. ..J~'I. .,A.,., f . 

to roads by .~estorda.:'f I s 1 down pour and then i magine what it would be 

l i ke if the downpour waBi two or three times heavier and accom,anied 

by either a closer passage or a direct hit by a hurricane , you can 

i magi ne how much worse it would be. And anything worse than we have 

now wou ld mean a mashed up roa d system. And this is not a danger 

that we are only now fac i ngo It has been with us for years ; and for 

years we have been relatively luckyo Storms have pass ed us; storms 

have come and looked as though they were going to hit and then , 

somehow , they have turned away and spared us the maximum damage they 

were c apable ofo And this has happened so often that some of us 

have come to believe that we are more blessed than other people in 

other islands. And perhaps we are : perhaps there is someone up there 

looking after us in a very special way . But I am not sure that gives 

us the right to become careless about our own safety and security. 
sayi ng 

The/xx1 that the Lord hl~ps those who help themselves applies here , 

I think . Sooner or later , one of those storms will not veer away or 

pass us by and if we are not prepared for i t , if our roads and houses 

and gullies cannot stand up under the ful l force of a hurricane 

then we will be i n bitter troubl e i ndeed. Our engineers know what 

to do about the roads; our bui l ders know what to do about the houses; 

those who plan agai nst disasters know what to do t o mi n i mi se l oss and 

damageo It is up to us to ensure that that promi sed r emedial road 

programme is earried out seriously and carefull y and is not yet 
another p i ece of contract or fish- head politic s. The national i ntersst 

demands it before we are hit by a storm 0 Goodn i ght0 
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NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For bro adcast on 
November 4 , 1981, 

End of Sugar Worker s ' Co-opera f,ives 

edn esday 
6ol0p omo 

Goo v e ing: ~he announcement by the Mi ni ster of Agri culture of 

the shutting down of the Sugar Worker s Co- operati ve s comes a s no 

surprise ~he Co- oper~tives - and indeed the entire sugar in dustry 
. . 

~ave sust~tnted some. grievous l y heavy los ses in recent year s o At 

t he same time we have experienced a steady decline in sugar product­

iono I t was , in fact , .co s t i ng more and more to produce less and less 
I • 
sugar o So drastic measures had •to be taken if the decline wa s to be 

hal tedo And the ending of the sugar co-o pera t i ves is one of those 
, 

drastic mea sures o For those of u s who believe in the co-o per a t ive 

pr i nciple - and there are mi llions such throughout t he Western worl d-
• 

t he death . of - any co-opera tive is always s ad o Bu t however sad it i s 

I rea l ly do not . se e what else the government could have done in t he 

face of the s t agger i ng l osse s of t he co-opso We are to l d that the 

co-ops now have debts amounting t o over $82- milli ono An d I think that 

those peo pl e who talki so easi ly abou t ' re- or ggnising ' t he sugar 

co-o ps had better ask t hemselve s -who woul d be pre pared t o carry 

that deb t burden and , in addi_tion , pump more milli ons i n to tryi ng 

to make the sugar co-ops viable. I don ' t t h nk the Jamaican tax­

payers would be willing to . do so : and I doubt whe ther t he maj ority 
• 

of sugar worker s themselves would be prepare d to take on that ki nd 
. 

of burden. So , an excellent , enl igh tene~ and progres s i ve i dea has 

to be wcrapped because i t has t urned out to be a hopeless failure 
• 

i n practi se. The sugar co- ops are dyin g because those who ran t hem 

bungle d the process and turned a t hin g of noble ideals and obje c t ives 
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into a miserable and disastrous economic messo And no matter how 

noble or lofty or high-minded any idea may be if it is not carried 

out successfully , if it is not properiy executed, if it fai l s, it 

is of no practical value o And if it fails at the k i nd of staggering 

cost shown by the sugar co-opJ debt load then it becomes a disaster 

and a burdeno And this 9 I think , i s perhaps one of the most telling 

criti cisms that can be made 1 and that has been made 9 against the 

previous regi meo Again and again i t has come up wi th excellertt i deas 

and then me ssed them up hope l essly by the poorest , mos t inept and , 

at times not- all- t ogether- honest management: often it has allowed 

self- s e rving i ndividuals to debase it reputati on i n the marketplaceo 

And thus some of its most noble ideas - su ch as the sugar co-ops , and 

publi c ovm e rshi p of publi c transport - have ended up as heavy burdens 

on the publi c purse o And to the extent that these nQble ideas have 
i n the public mind 

c ome to be associated /wi th mismanagement and failure and heavy 

f i nancial l osses they have been given a bad nameo And so the very 

socialism in whose name t h ese things were done has been g i ven a b a d 

name: and deservedl y so on performan c e . Co- ops of a ll k i nd can and 

have succeeded in the Un i ted States , Britain and Western Europe ; so 
really 

has publi c ownershi p of public transporto So the fai lure is not/in 

the ideas but i n the executi ono The hard questi on i s: Have the PNP 

br and of sociali sts learned from t heir failur e s? Have they learned 

that h i gh- soundi ng ideals are not enough unless backed u p by .cool a~d. 
hard- headed and efficient business managemen t? After a year i noppositic 

after 
and/some of t h eir reac tions to the end of t he Sugar Workers co- ops 

I am not so sure 0 An d I am not so sure t hat t e workers i n these 

heavy- los s enterprises have yet fully learned the lesson that every 

enterprise , whether publicly or privately-owned , mu s t either pay i ts 

way or di e : there i s no ideology about thi s oneo Goo dnighto 
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Of Friends 9 Ertemies and Interests: 
A Foreign Pol~ y Perpsective 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
November 2, 1981 9 6ol0p om 

cons of the Jamaican Government ' s decision to break off diplomatic 

relation s with Cuba, a complex and subtle shift of American Mi ddle 

Ea s tern policy was starting to fall into place in Wa.shingtono An d 

though , at fi r st blush , it is difficult to see any connection between 

America's foreign policy in relati on to the Middle East and Jamaica ' s 

breaking of relation s with Cuba, t here i s a connection which has to 

do with states of mind and the petce ption of interests, which are 

the backdrop to all foreign policy · decisions : and I think it might 

be wi s e for our leaders to ponder this connection as we move f urther 

away from the type of non-aligned foreign policy persued by the 

previous aQI!linistrationo So let us explore t he possi bili,y of such a 

connec t ion by examining the begi nn ings of this American policy shif to 
• 

Saudi Arabia, some time ago, proposed -an altE:rnative plan to the one 

known as t h e Camp Davi d proce·sso The Isr aelis were oppo sed to it ; 

An war Sadat was still alive; and American poJ.i.cy had Egypt un der 

Sadat as the corners t one i n the business of divi di ng the Arab states 

i nto 'moderates' and '4xtremists 1 , wi th Sadat as the number one 

' moderate' who would gradually l ead the o ther ' moderates ' i nto first 

a peace, then an alliance , with Isr a~ l and , finally perhaps , a united 

front l!l:f again st the ' extremi s ts ' o In this scenario America would be 

the backer/4 supplying the economic aid and military har dwareo In t his 

con text the Ameri can s showed no i nterest in the Saudi pl an which 
propo s e d that all the Arab t t 

s a e s par tic i pated i n f 1."n d1."ng a s olu t ion 
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to the Palesti nian problem by way of es t ablishing an i ndependent 

Rl! emtmnian state , a f ter which the right o f a l l states in the regi on 

to exist , w·ould be guaranteed~ So the Salil.di plan looked deado But 

then , l ess than a month ago , on Oc tober 6th 9 Sadat was k i l l edo And 

for all the tal k abomt what a great statesman he was , and about his 

great i n itiatives c ontinui ng with fu l l American ba cki ng , U. S o pl anners 

quickly and qui etly began to explore other foreign policy optionsa 
comes 

'11hey were acti ng om the bedrock pr i ncipl e that when i t/«a:R down to 

the nitty- grit t y , a c ountry has neithEr friends nor enmmiss 9 only 

in terestsa And the conclusion seems t o have been reached t h at the 

Camp Davi d process h ad run its course as t he best i nstrument serving 

American interests in the Middle East a Egypt , un der its new rulers 

s e emed ready to rejo i n the Arab family Sadat had s o de eply dividedo 

And American interests dictate that she adjusts and adapts i n order 

to be ~ble to go on do i ng business i n the fast changing new cli matea 

It i s the same kind of change of politic al gear that made it possible 

for the arch-anti -communist Richard Nixon to open the way for relat mon: 

with China after over thirty years of is~ihation o And so not even the 

powerful pro-I sraeli Jewish lobby could stop~ h e Sale of AWACS t o 
In the c run c h 9 r 

Saudi Arabiao/ihe perceived American national i nterest was clear l y 

more importan t than any commitment to Isra.elo .And this is of course 

why the Europeans conti nue to mount t he ir anti- nuclear demonstrations 

which could bring down s ome European governments in the days ahead: 

i n a crunch , nations have no friends , only interests ; and they serve 

t heir own interestso And so i f , three o'i five or ten years down the 

line 9 i t sui ts American i nterests to normalise relati ons with Cuba , 

we with our knee- jerk an ti - Cuban r espon s es may f i nd ourselves out i n 

the cold , but on a grander scale than t h e lo s s of t he sale of a mi lli or. 

tons of bauxite to the Soviet U . and t he free servi ce of Cuban doc to 
Its all a matter o fJ).. s e rvt ng ourn~ig long-term interestso Goodnighto 

' ~~;.._:J.:.,_ -r-t~ . 
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The JLP's First Year in Power: 
A Perspective on neiiverance 

NEWS COlVIlVIEN 1,11ARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
October 30 i 1981, 6ol0pom 

Good evening; Today marks the first anniversary of the Jamaica 

Labour Party•~ massive elecoral victory of last October 30 when the 

J:iLP literally wi,pe d the flo0r with the PNP o .The JLP , you will 

remember , campaigned -strongly on PNP 'mismanagement' , 
. 

on the communi Q 
., . 

threat i nherent in the PNP's close rel~tions with Cuba and the 

Cuban Ambaa sa.dor I s alleged involvement in the in tern al affairs of 

-Je~aica , on crime and violence , on the ead relations between the . 

then government and the securi ty forces, and , most important , on 

the grave economic problems of the coun tryo In the popular partisan 

grafr t tt of the day I oM . Fo me 0,p t ' It Manley Fault ' and some very 

low and nasty blows were struck by both sides though , looking back 9 

I think some of us really plumbed t ~e depths i n the personal smears 

against Man J.ey with those against Seaga only fractionally less nastyo 

And when it was all over at the end of this day a year ago Deliver­

ance had come and raised e~pectati ons were riding higho An d you 

will remember that one of the first acts of the new Government was 

to call on the government of Cuba to withdraw its alllbassador to 

Jamaicao Now , on its first an' YveEsary in power . the government of 

Jamaica has severed diplomatic relations with Cubao The timing fits 

in too neatly with the anniversary celebrations to be a coincidence o 

So the anti-Cuban drive can now be said to have been completedo The 
threat of the 

/Cuban i nvo lvement in the internal affairs of J amaica , whether real 

or not 9 has now been eliminatedo So from here on it would be di ff icul· 

to use Cuba as a propaganda scapegoat in our in t ernal poli t ics
0 

What 
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effect this break will have on our regional and Third World associat­

ions only time will show o And the l ~n king of the PNP with the whole 

matter which · led to the break is really not all that different from 

the PNP~ when it was in power , l i nki ng the then oppositi on JLP with 

allegations of CIA involvement in the internal affairs of Jamaicao 

In both c ases it was and i s hard to know where concerns of national 

interest and nation a~ security begi n or end where parti s an i deological 

po i n t- scori ng begin or end o Wha t is a great pity is that our 

parliament is being made to appear to be the forum where the guilt 

or i nnocence of ac cused i ndividuals is to be settledo So let us 

r e peat the c all that what has become known as the Paul Burke affair 

be dealt with by our c ourts of lawo That i s where indi viduals are 

supposed to be teied and convicted or dischargedo Not in parliament 

and not in the presso Still , the Cubans have now been removed and 

this can be marked up as a suc cess for Year One of Deliveranceo 

Another success , I thitjk , i s the relative easing i n v i o l ent crime , 

especially political violent crime . And for me personally a signal 

success is the very marked mu t i ng ·of the screaming and shouti ng and 

sneering and jeering and personal abuse and charac ter assassination 

which passed for .political debate ,. Who takes credit for thi s part­

icular success is anothe\" question a.gain o I do not thi nk the report 

is in yet on better managemen t o The disease of ' mi smanagement • 

identified by the JLP in oppositi on are sti ll very much with us 9 and 

we have · seen some awful and unnece ssary bungling of lateo So I 

suggest we wait and see i f we can come to gri ps with 'mismanagernen t • 

in Year Two o f Deli veran ceo And I think J amaicans are be i ng a bit 

un fai r i n c omplai ning about not seeing the fru i t or see i ng t oo l i ttle 

of the fru i t of Deliveranceo I think the g overnment has been very 
clear on t h e matter o Deliverance must begi n at the top and tri ckle 
downo So those at the bottom must wait until t hose at the top,i have 
had enough for some to trickle do ,no That ' s what we voa~~ last Oct. 
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1) JOS & Learning From Our Mistakes 
~)---./l:h@ l e~A fl 0.:ff C m'.:177& tQc ~ 

~;;lfJjL 7 N b:10.. 8-on f ii-e-ting ~~~ 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
October 28, 1981, 6olOpom 

Good evening: Thi s morn ing 1 s Roadbeat programme on. thi.s station 

gave us the very reyealing answers of some JOS workers themselves 

on how to deal with the problem of the futur e of the JOSo There 

were a number of suggestions but the mai n one_, gi ven by three or 

four of those questione d , was to return the bus company to private 
• 

hands like those of the English company which ran the JOS before 

the government take-over of 19740 Some of t h e other answers were~ 

get rid of t he robots and min i buses so people will have to uwe 

the JOS; pump more public money into getting more buses; and , 

rather half-heartedly , I thought 7 let the workers run the buses o 

As - far as the troubles of the JOS are concerned they were due to 

weak m.:3,nagemen t which allowed the un i ons. to domin a te · and dictate 

t o ito The one thing not one of those workers seemed prepared to 

entertain was the possibility that their own poor performance may 
. 

have had a critical be a.ring on the troubles of the JOS a In thi s 

sense t:t seems that the J·os worker s have learned nothing from their 

own expermianeeMa And those who do not learn from experience - be 

i t their own experiences or the experiences of others - are do omed 

to make the same mistakes over and over and over again a And it i s 

this that makes the JOS si tuation such a depressi ng affairo There 

really was no need for this kind of collapseo All that was needed 

to avert it was for the workers at the JOS to do t heir jobs at least 

a s adequately _as those jobs were don• when the company was privately 

ownedo Indeed , the pay and fringe benefi ts under private ownership 

were not as good as they became under public ownership; and
7 

most 
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irnportan t, job s ecurity became some thing of a sacred right under 

public ownership . You would have thought that in these circumstances 

of good pay ·and excellent fringe benefi ts and freedom from th4fear 

of losing his or her job the JOS worker would perform at the 1¥vel 

that we are tol d the happy and contented worker is capable of o Instead 

a poor service went from bad to worse; and if any of the workers or 
to them 

their unions worr i ed about what woul d happen/as the company sank 

deeper and deeper into the red , they did not let ono They beha~ed 

as though the feeding treet would never die even after they mashed up 

i ts rootso So what private investor would now want to take up the 

mashed up JOS and its enormous debts? And when will the worke~ )Sfa.ce 

the brute fact that they are as responsible 9 if not more so , fo r 

the collapse of the JOS as anybody elseo I do not myself think the 

fault is i n public awnership: I think the uti lities should be publi m'ly 

ownedo I think the f ault lies in the general a.tti tude of most Jamaican 

workers to public ownerShipo They tend to see public ownership as 

provi di ng a free and easy r i de , especially in the context of having 

the backing of a strong trade un i on movemento P~ything publicly owned 

they seem to thi nk 9 does not have to pay its way and turn a profi t: 

if it gets into troubl e the public purse will bail it out; and they 

seem to forget that the public purse really means your pocket and minE 

Until the workers of the JOS and indeed of all uti lities and govern-
the 

ment- owned companies learn/ilx:xE lesson that they have to pay their 
turn i ng 

way by either/±MzK a profi t or providing the quality of service that 

amounts to profi tability they wi l l, sooner or later face the k i nd 

of collapse the JOS is now facingo And starting afr esh is never the 

same as continui ng something which has been working wello And the 

workers who have had a share i n t h e 11 of one enterprise are co apse 
most unlikely to be called to take pa.rt in any new oneo So whatever 
happens in public trc&port, the prospects are bleak for t he JOS workers 

L Go o rJ n . 
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1) Europe's Anti-Nuclear Demonstration s 
2) Greece Joins the Non-Aligned 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro 8 dcast on Monday 
Oc tober 26 , 1981 , 6 ol0p om 

Good evening: Two events dominated the wee kend newso Both took 

place i n Europe ; and each represents a serious s e t back for global 

American fore ggn policyo The first was the massive wave of anti­

nuclear demonstrati ons which swept through the main cities of 

Western Europe l ike a wild bjushfire o The se cond was the confi rmation· 
. 

by Mr . Ali:d~e.as Papandre,aou , the new Greek Pri me Mi ni ster ~hose 

Pan - Hellen·i c Socia l ist .Movement gained electoral power last week , 

that Greece would withdraw from NATO ' s military wing , that Greece 

would renegotiate the matter of the maintaffi.ning of American bases on 

Greek soil , that Greece would accord diplomati c status to the P . L.Oo 

( the Palestine Li beration Organ i sation) , and that Gree~e would 

move from being politically ali gned with America and the West,, to 
one of 

being non- alignedo +n short , Greece will cease to betNATO's last 

two forward bases on the edge of the Soviet bloc. Unti l the fal l of 

the Shah of Iran Greece , Turkey and Iran were NATO ' s eyes , ears and 

forward mi litary posts on the edge of the Sovi et Un i on and its Warsaw 

Pact allies o When the Shah fel l only Gr eece .and Turkey were left : 

now Greece is opting out and only Turkey is lefto And how l ong Turkey 

will remain as the now isolated and lonely member of NATO i n that 

volatile part of- the worl d is anybody's guess o What i · certain i s 

that the latest developments i n Greece represent a major setback 

for United States policy i n the area. Mr .• Papandreou has been very 

careful and dipl omatic abou ':i it all: he has been neither threaten i ng 

nor provoct at~Ye. He has as sured the Americans that he will not act 

un ilaterally on the ma tter of the American ba ses 0 He wants to start 
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renegotiati ng the terms for the bases early in the new year: and the 
points 

two/±k.btgx he has s t ressed are the durati on of %ke existing agreement 

and t he right of the Greek ~overnment t o ful l i nformation on what is 

going on at the baseso The Greek Government , he said , cannot be i n 

a posi t ion of havi ng di plomatic relati ons with a country and be 

i gnoran t of the l ikel ihood of that country being attacked from Greek 

soilo I thi nk this last point is go i ng to be a really tough one for 

both t he Ameri cans and their NATO allie so An d when some Ameri can 

reporter suggested to Mro Paparldre ou that i t sounde d as though he 

was qui tti ng the Wester n camp i n favour of the Sovi et bloc , he said 

flatly that Greece was no t simply swi tchi ng from one power bl oc to 

the other ; Gree c e was joining the non- ali gned worldo An d whether the 

suppo!fters of power bl oc s believe it or not, the non- a l igned movement 

i s very r eal, and i t is growing , and i t is ~ increasingl y , r efusing to 

be use d or man i pulated by either of the two mai n power bloc so Thi s 
or cho ose not to 

i s some t hing that most Cold Warri ors either cannot or will not/believe 

Which i s why t h e seem not to know what to make of c ommun i st Rumania's 

President joi n i ng Europe ' s anti-nuclear movement by ca l l i ng on both 

the Un i ted Sta t es and the Soviet Un i on t o withdraw their nuclear 

weapons from Europeo The hard f 4c t is that genui ne non-ali gnment 

transcends i deologi es : i t in cludes regi mes from the far righ t to the 

far left; t he unifying factor is the refusal to be used f!ll d manipulate c 

by the super- powers" And those demonst:oi- t i ons which swept across 
~~-i\-..> to ~ , ' ~ ~ ~CM-- I 

Europe over this past weekend ~ ere not either an:t:t-American or pro-

Soviet , as some would make out ; t he Europeans were 1 quite s i mply 
do 

be i ng pr o- themselves o They ~ not want the i r l an dS to be turned i nto 

nuccl.ear bat tlefi elds t o the greater glor y of either capitali sm or 

c ommun i sm, of either East or Westo Sooner or later , as i n Gr eece last 
week , Europe ' s political leaders will get the message from the i r peePl e 

~~~~~c~~.e i~;;aC~• !fo:1tJ2tt{~: T\too lateo Goodn i ght . 
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Cancun & Third World Poverty: 
The Politics of Economic Ai d 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadca~t on Friday 
Oc tober 23, 1981, 6 ol0pom '\ 

Good evening : The meeti ng of~~ the representati ves of 22 rich 

and poor nations at Canuun in Mexic o was designed to se ek a f :aame-
• negotiati on s 

work for what has been described as 1 gl obal/ 11u1ga±.e:ttmr.s: .on Third 

World .poverty •: and ·on "the face of i ·t the me e t i ng has ended on what 

appear s to be a note of successo American Pre s ident Ronald Reagan 

has agreed _ to such global negotiati ons - but with a very , very bi g 

proviso which woul d in effect ensure that the · New In t ernati onal 

Econ6mic Or der fo r which the Thi rd World is calling would go on 
· wants 

being a di s t an t, unrealiseable dreamo lYir o ·Reagan/.s:11:.K.a Third Worl a. 
to 

c oun t r ies/grappli·ag with the probl em of poverty by ' fre e ing up ' 

their ec on omies and i nviting more private i nvestmen t by creati ng 

conditi ons that would attrac t private i nvestors i nto put~i ng thei.r 

money i nto these c ountrieso He wan t s n o new i n t ernati onal f inancial 

or aid instituti ons to be set up; and he wan t s t he IMF and t he 

World Bank to c onti nue to be tbe mai n organs of the i nternati onal 

f i nancial and monetar y systems ., And he wants ~he global megoti ations 

t o take plac e i n a co- oper ative atmospher e ra t her than one in which 

v i ews be come polar i sedo If these conditi on s 9 or 'un derstan di ngs ' as 

the Ameri cans call t hem, are accepted then the United St ates woul d 

be wtlli ng t o engage i n a ' new prepartory proc es s to s ee what mi gh t 

be achieved' o So, even i f the Thi rd Worl d accepted these condi ti ons . 

t he most Ameri ca i s prepared to do is join i n t he proc es s to see 

what might be a chi evedo In short , the Third World countries must 

. . . . priyate 
c ommi t themse lves in advan ce to opening up their economies ~o/invest-

men t - which real ly means foreign investment - on favourab l e terms 
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to private investors; and the major private investors in today's 

world are of course the world-embracing multinational coFporations 

who are very interested in the deregulations of the economies of the 

countries in which they operateo So in order to get the United 

States involved in these global n~gotiatmnns the Third World 

countries would have to commit themselves to the capitalist road 

of economic developmento And this, in terms of the politics of 

economic aid, is a l ogical position for the Americans to takeo They 
economic 

want to see the capitalist, free market, private enterprise/system 
both & pplitical 

in control throughout the world; it therefore makes/economic/sense 

for them to use all the meth ods at hand to further that system: so 

they give aid to some regimes and deny it to otherso It does n o t, 

from their p oint of view 9 make sense to help and strengthen a Tanzania 

which is socialist and determined to control the key factors of its 

own economic life; but it does make sense to use aid to help and 

strengthen a Kenya in which foreign investment is welcomed and 

capitalist private enterprise is encouragedo So Kenya gets the real 

aid and Tanzania a token gestureo Conversely, the Soviets for whom 
ms.txllm:El.txa.f instrument 

aid is as much a,1~mx±.t±«xxx.DI political and ideological/ms.txllm:El.t 
for communist 

as it is/.tLt the Americans will use their resources to help/sm«xxx±s.t 

regimes and socialist and non-aligned regimes that could be influence 

to move in their own non-cap~talist directiono Just as the Americans 

do not want to help strengthen communist or socialist regimes so 

the Russians do not want to help strengthen rightwing or capitalist 
, and is used as, 

regimeso In thise sanse aid is/a tool serving political interestso 

And this is one of the key factors which makes the search for a New 

International Economic Order so much more difficult of achievemento 
a, 

Ee h side in t he ideological cold war wants any new order to 

interests; so non-alignment is often at odds with both, and both ofte 
try to manipulate non-alignment just as they manipulate aido Goodnig 
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A Li mi ted Ennopean Nuclear War: 
Reagan's Serious Blunder 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
October 21 9 1981, 6 ol6 p omo 

Good evening : Last Fr i day , while we were preo ccupi ed with our own 

National Heritage Week and _prepar i ng for Nati onal Heroes Tiay , 
arguably 

American President Ronald Reagan c ornmi tted wha t was/11Bixk211.s his 

worst diplomatic blunder s i nce takin g officeo Mr . Reagan i s reported 

to have told a group of American newspaper editors that a l imi t e d 
war 

nuclear/could be fo ugh~ in Europe without &XX*MMt necessarily leading 
nucl ear 

to all-out/attacks on each other by the United States· and the Soviet 

Uniono In other words , the two super powers c ould engage i n i mi ted 

nuclear war on European soil wi t hout doing any nuclear damage to 

either Russian or .Am'eri can soil , or doing damage t o .Ameri cans and 

Russians i n their own countrieso Europe would be the theatre of wan; 

the damage , whatever it i s , would be confined to Europe ; the dstruction 

such as it -is , would be confined to Europe ; the death , such as 1; i s , 
. 

would be restric~ed to t hose who are in the area where such a l i mited 

nuclear war took plac e o In fairness to Mr . Reagan , he did not spell 

it · all out i n this kind of detai l ; indeed , he may not even have 

thought it out in thi s kind of detail . All he di d , .i n response to 

a question from one of the editor s , was to say that a , lirr,.ited nucle!:!,r ." 
~ o. ~~c,,-..~W . 

war aould be fought in Europe without involving America and Russi o/;... 

But i nherent i n thi s statement were all the other i mpli cati ons , and 

more, whether he had thought them out or noto And the Europeans were 

qu i ck to see and to dwell on those impli cati ons , and to react to them 

with passion and wi th anger an d with fear and concern 0 The Europeans 
twi ce 

had/ experienced the horrors of war on their own European soil withi n 
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a t i me span of l e ss t han thir ty yearso Some of the survi vors of 

the Fi rst World War had also gone through the devastati on of the 
than soldi ers , 

Se cond World War i n which more c i v i l ians,.( more women :arldchildren 

and ol d f ol k~ were k i l l ed or mai med or made homeless o So for the 

Europeans war on their own soil is no abstrac t i on; they have known 

i ts horrors at f i rst-hand; their lands and homes and i ndustries have 

been devastated and occupiedo And they know t he bi t terness of i t 

a l l in the way that only those who have experienced i t ca.no It is 

gli b and easy for American spokesman t o talk about the Europeans 

' over-reac t i ng ' to what Mr . Reagan sai d , or 'exaggerati ng ' i ts 

implicati ons , or ' di s torting ' i ts meaningo The fact i s that by what 

seemed an off- hand and n ~t thought-through remark the American 

President has conjured up for Europeans the spe c tre of a Eur ope 

r educ ed to rui ns f hile the two super-power s conti nue their delicately 
r est of the 

balanced power game 9 mashi ng up the/wkaxa world while maki ng sure 9 

or trying to make sure 9 that they themselves and their lands are not 

touched by the horrors they let loose on the rest of the world o 

Amerivan spokesmen are now trying to soothe these European fears 

and to reassure America ' s NATO allies that the President did not 

mean what his words i mply. America , they say , has half a million 

Americans in Europe as members of the NATO forces and their families? 

and America will not abandon these people to a limi ted nuc l ear war 

in Europe : so wh:, should she abandon her NATO allieso And the more 

and the louder and the faster they talk t ryi ng t o expl ain away the 

President's remarks, the angrier t he Europeans seem to becomeo It 

seems that i n one str oke t he American President has fuelled the 

mounti ng European anti-nuclear movement i n a way Americ a t s bit terest 

enemi es c ould not have done i n a year of Sundayso An d that i s a major 

diplWJi~ii@ blunder 0 Goodnight 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



National Heroes Day, 1981 : 
Our Heroes: Symbols or Examples? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broqdcast on Monday 
October 19 9 1981 , 6o l 0pom 

Good even i ng: "Let us now praise famous men and our fathers who 

beget us ". o. ~ o And , having done that , let us try and see the National 

Heroes and what they stood for , and what they fought for , and what 

they represented i n today' s context and from today r s Jamai can 

perspecti veo It is , of course , easiest to do this with the last t rwee 
Marcus Garvey , 

of our heroes , with/Alexander Bustamante an d with Norman Manley: 
three 

for very many of us these/:t~a are as real as the people you buck up 

agai nst any day of the weeko Indeed , it is not all that many years 

ago that that was precisely what happened . It is a little more 

difficult ~±xk t o have this sense of immediate connecti on , of having 

met and se en and perhaps sat down and broken bread with earlier 

heroes like George William Gordon and Paul Bogle : and it is most 

difficult with the ear l iest ones , with Sam §harpe and With Nanny of 

the Maroon so Anyway , let us t ry and look at them and what they 

represent from today ' s perspective and so get some measure of just 

how true we are to the values for which they struggledo Bustamante 

was , e s sentially , the worki ng ma.n's man , the father of the trade 

un i on movement as we know it todayo And there is absolutely no way 

t ~at we can truly honour Alexander Bus t amante and at the same t i me 
topi vi de or t o t o 
try/ to break or/weaken or/destroy the Jamaican trade union movement o 

To do that i s to go against everythi ng Bustamante stood foro That i s 9 

ational Her6 , as an example 
of course , i f we take Bustamante/£axxmMXKx±kam of what the socie ty 

aspi res to , rather than just as a meaningless symbo l whi ch i s trotted 
~-:-. \A,G: -

oul on ceremonial occasions" And there are peopJ.t • some in very hi gh 
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places who say they honour National Hero Alexander B ·starnn te but 

who, at the same time 9 iry to undermi ne and weaken and destroy t he 

unionised labour movement which is Bustarnnte ' s great worko And 

then there was Norman Manley, t he gr ea.t arcgi te c t of the Jamaican 

Constitution with i i:s delicately balanced protecti on an d safeguards 
throu&h 

for the rights and interests of all sections of the commwli ty/ t he 

brilliant device of putting the rights of the individual at t he 

centre of it allo He was, more than any other single individual 9 

most responsible for t he mann er in which parliamentary democracy in 

Jamaica has evolved between the achievement of adult suffrage and 

the present . In thi s of course he and his great cousin Bustamante 

were the point and coun ter-point : but wi thout the mass ive v i olen c e 

and bloodletting an d vicious victimisation those who came after them 

have let loose on the land in the name pf palhliamen tary democracy and 

the t wo party systemo There are many who say they honour Man ley but 

who s e behavi our go counter to everything Man ley s tood for: and you 

do not find them in one section of the political commun ity onlyo The 

recent dis-graceful behaviour in the nation ' s parliament would have 

drawn t he roundest condemnation from both Norman Man ley and Alexander 

Bu s tmante had they been t here o But what woul d probably have saddened 
are attempts at 

and angered both heroes most/i:x the systematic/undermin i ng an d 

manipulating of s ome of the key institutions underpi nning t he democrat 

tic processo We do not honour these heroes truly by turning our 

democracy into a party spo i ls game in whic h winner takes all: that 

was not the i r wayo And you certainly do not honour the life and 

struggles of Marcus Garvey by selling or mortgaging the J amaican 

patrimony and the J ama.i can future to Americans or Ru ssians or Chinese 

or Cubans or anyone else in return fo r a quick foreign exchange fixo 

_For to Garvey freedom meant , above all 9 being your own black man 
car rying your own burden, finding ..Your own salvatiDn by ha.rd w { 

.Peace and Ioveo lio onn i glit 0 or 0 
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The State of t he Jamaican Heritage: 

NEWS CO:MMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
October 16, 1981, 6olOpom 

1) The Arts; P) Poli tics; the Judicia;vy 

_Good evening : As Nati onal Heritage We ek moves to its climax let 

us pose 9 and ponder, the questi on : What i s the state of the Jamaican 

nati onal heritage? How are the key parts t hat make up that heri ta.ge 
up? 

standing?.' There are any number of ways i n wr:-ich this question can be 

asked and answered , depending on t he particular i nterests of the 
' 

person who asks and answers t he question o The musf ian or the writer 

or the pain_ter or the dancer would ru1!.rno st certainly answer the 

question i n terms of t he arts: and I think that it would be a proud 

and optimis t ic answer promising a bright futureo The arts in Jamaica 

are , generally speaking , in a very heal thy and very vigorous state 

of which all Jamaicans can justly be proud without any hint of 

chauvinismo I certainly do not know of any other .country in the 

worJ..d the size of Jamaica and with its pppula tion yvhi ch has produced 

a dance company of the calibre and quality of our own Nati onal Dance 

Theatre Company o It is unique and it is of exceptional quality O The 

local threatre , too , is more ali ve and throbbing than you would find 

in many metropli tan c ountrieso Jamai can writi ng , to o , is very alive: 

older established writer s and poets are honoured and respected far 

beyond the borders of Jamaica , and I think we have every right , based 

on the re c ord , to e xpe ct a younger generati on of J amai can wri ters to 
n ovelists like 

emerge and itrollow honourably in the footsteps of/Roger Mais and Vi c 

Re i d and poets and playwrights like Mervyn Morri s and Dennis Scot t 0 

And then there are the arti s ts and the muscians: an d I am particularly 

excited by the collecting and recording of thL folk-music of the 

i s lan d carried on by people like Miss Olive Lewino So 9 all-in- all 
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~ ~l n AD~ 

the Jamaican heritage i n the arts i s healthy , ~ v i gor ous r - bespeaks 

a bright future o Regret t abl y , we c ann ot say the same for the Jamaican 

po l iti c a l heri t ageo Ou t o f the s truggles of t h e past had c ome a 

l i v e l y , ex citing spiri t for debating t he so c ial and po l iti c a l i s sues 
peace ful and usuall y fr ien dly 

of the day :/argwnentati on and deba te fed and nurtured the evolvi ng 

democratic pr oc e ss of whi c h the multi-party parl iamentary structure 

i s t he formal manifesta t i ono An d there was a t i me when most Jamai c ans 
~ ~ <°-S~ 

were convi n c ed that ~the ~ oli t i cal thi ngs that happened else where i n the 

region - the dic tator s hi ps , the repress i ve and t yrann ical regimes ,½ 

the ga i n i ng of power by v i olence and murder and torture - coul d never 

happen here o An d then , i n re cent years 9 we saw t hese thi ngs starti ng 
i n t he 

t o h appen here o And/last ;JBUIX few ye ar s we had t he ugli e s t , most 

devi s ive and destructive r un- up ever to parliamentary ele c t i ons i n 

which any t h i ng approachi ng 1 9 000 pe opl e a r e said to h ave been kill e d o 
The 1980 elec t i on 
xi/ m.cm.11 was more like a political c ivil war t han t he k i nd of parliament 

- ary ele c t i on campai gn s J amaicans had kn own i n the past o An d thi s , I 

t h ink , i s t he sin gl e mo s t danger ous threat fac i ng t he Jamaic an politic­

al heritage : i t is t h e now clear and present t hr ea t t hat t he use of 

viol en ce as a poli t ical too l woul d t o tally ov erwhe lm and wipe out the 
parliam entar y 

/ ele c t i ve process o The two cannot c o- exist f or long; they never hav e 0 

The J)lhl i t ical vio l en c e i s either stoppe d or demo c racy die s ,. An d it i s 

a very bad s i gn for t he su:vJ'lival of our democracy when t he unruly r ump 

of the governm ent ' s parliamentary backbenches mak~ i t i mpossibl e fo r 

a s en ior oppositi on spokesman t o c omple te a speec h 0 So I se e the 

Jamaic an poli ti c a.l demo cra tic her i tage as i n gr eat danger., J amaica 

i gn ores this danger at i ts own perilo J amaican ~ ay f in d i n creas i ngl y 
the 

that their on l y sure protecti on f r om/spre ading i nto l eran c e and 

i n j usti ces gen er a teJI by ~r .J)9lari s e d party pol:ttics i s to t ur n t o the 
A,-U...\i.~~ 

judi c ia~y as the f i nal Lprotector of our rights & f r eedom s fin der the 
Con sti tu t i on o Goodnight 
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Heritage Week : 
The Freedom of the Individual 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcas t . on Wednesday 
October 14 , 1981g 6ol0pom 

Good evening : Of a l l the many and var i ed e l ements that go i nto . 
the maki ng of the Jamaican Nati onal Heritage 9 perhaps the s i ngle 

most i mpor tant of all i ii the place that her itage accords to ·the 

Jamaican person as an i ndi vi dualo It i s all summed up as the 

fr e edom of the i ndivi dual, and it i s enshri ned i n Chapter Three 

of the Jamaican Constitutiono Indeed , there i s a sense i n which 

t he freedom of the i ndi v i dual i s the central theme of the enti re 

Consti tuti ono The laws , restr i ctions , l imi tati ons 9 prohi bi t ions , 

and defi niti ons are at bedrock all concerned with the r i ghts and 

freedoms of the indi vidual and with the i nevi table responsi bilities 

which go with those rights o An d s o it is the indi vidual who has the 

right to l i f e, to liberty , to the security of the person , to the 

enjoyment of property 9 and to the . protec t i on of the lawo It is the 

i ndi v i dual who has the right to f r eedom of conscien ce , to freedom 

of expression and of peaceful assembly and associati on 9 and the. 

righ t to respect for his private - and family lifeo And so the i ndivi duaJ 

has the right to joi n OD not to join; he has the right to agree or to 

disagree; to go with the majority or to stand asi de or even go against 

i t; f reedom of expression is not a right conferred on a news paper or 

a radio stati on or a televisi on station , i t is a cardi nal right of 
put it i n 

the individaa lo And the moment we/s.&'¥,. that way we can see just how 

limited i n terms of access to the medi a t his right of the i ndi vdual 

to freedom of expression really i so But the radi o or televi s i on 

station or newwpaper is just the outlet for that freedom of expression 

whi ch is the right of the i ndi vidua1 0 And if any i ndivi dual or any 
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group of i ndividuals fee l strongly enough about i t they have the 

Consti tu tiona1 righ t t o establish t heir own outle ts for exervi sing 

t heir r igh t t o fr eedom of expressiono There is no obstacl e t o do i ng 

thi s as far as newspapers and magazi ne s are c oncern e d : a ll you need 

is the mon e y and the n ecessary skills and you c an go into the newspaper 

or magazin e bus i ness : you may l ose your shir t and everyt h i ng else on 
i s 

the venture, but you have the right to t ry ito Thi s/ why I am rather 

surprised that those i ndi viduals who fee l so str ongl y about havi ng 

their own radi o or televisi on stati ons have not challenged the 

Consti tu tional r i ght of the government to deny them thi s o A strong 

case can surely be argued that such refusal consti tute s a den i al of 

the right of the indiu7iual to exerc ise h i s constitutionally-guarartM 

eed r i ght to fr eedom of expressi on o I cer t a i nly h ope that such a test­

c ase will be moun t ed to challenge t he governm ent ' s monopo l istic contro l 
one 

of te levision i n Jamaica o And this bri ngs us to/amm±kax veri serious 

admibt t trative and judi c i al l i mi tati on on many r i gh t s whi ch a r e 

Consti tutionall y guaranteed to the i ndi v i dual : and that i s the matter 

of cos to The i ndi vidual has to be very r ich or t o have v ery r i ch 

bac k i ng t o challenge ~ for instanc e , the government ' s r i ght to retai n 

a monopl y on televisiono So for most Jamai c ans thi s r i ght of the 

i n diviuual i s effecti vely den t ed because they do not have the money o 

It s e ems to me that we need here some device , somethi ng along the l i nes 

of the legal aid cli n i cs , to whi ch an i ndi v i dual without means can 

turn for assistance on consti tu tional i ssues invol v i ng the freedom of 

the indivi dual o These are b l emi shes on a rich heritage of Jamai can 

i ndi vidual freedom which I hope we will remove i n timeo What we must 

not allow i s for anybody or any group , no matter who , to i nterfere 

with the right of the indivi dual to thi nk for h i mself, to hm l d and 

chang~ opi n i ons and parties~ a~d. to think unpo~ ar thoughts i f he _want f 
That is the freedom of the i ndi vidual, part o f ~ ~ tage Q Goodn i ght 
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Opposition and Subveraion: 
Where is the Line? 

NEWS COl'IIMEN TARR 
For broadcast on Monday 
October 12, 1981 9 6ol0pom 

Good evening: In the course of his address to the 4Jrd annual · 

conference of the People's National Party Mro Michael Manley spoke 

about 'subver sion•, a word which in one form or another, has become 

a major party political cuss-=word of lateo Mr. Manley said: "As long 

as I lead the party Norman Washington Manley founded, we will never 

lead anyone i n to subversion"o The question is, and I t h ink it is 

high time we ask the questioB out loud and then think about it, 

what is subversion? Whm is a subversive? And the reason why it 

is important for us to ask t h e question, it seems to me 9 is because 

the words 'subversion• and 'subversive' are often used in such a 

way as to be interchangeable with the word 'opposition' o Often 9 

to oppose is to be see·n as being sub¥ersive: so political opposition 9 

especially from 'the far l eft, is damhe d as subversive; trade union 

action even, has been denounced as forms of subversiono Let me hasten 
political 

to add in fairness that wrms the PNP was in power the/cus~-words 

were 'sabotage' and 'destabilisation' and these words, too, were at 

that time u s ed as interchangeable with the word 'opposition' 0 So 

is 'opposition' and 'subversion' really the same thing? Is 'oppos i tion ' 

and 'sabotage' really the same thing? Is 'opposition' and •destabili­

sation really the same thing? _Is 'opposition' and 'terrorism' 

really the same thing? Indeed, we can even stretch the questions a 

little furthero Is communist the same thing as terrorist? What is 

certain is that strenuous attempts have been made and are being made 

to plant in the public mind the notion that the s e political cuss-words 
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are synonymous with the word •opposition'o And so you get the 

suggested thought-pattern: to be in oppesition to the government of 

the day is to be subversive of the policies of that government and is 

to want to sabotage or destabilise, those efforteo And once this 

thought-pattern is successfully planted and takes hold in a society, 

it is only a matter of time before any opposition to the government 

of the day becomes dangerous and subversive of the national interest, 

which is of course the same thing as the interests of the ruling 
that opposition ;becomes 

party 9 and/therefore/~air game to be destroyed by any means, fair 
a society 

or foulo And once/~m~xaxe is on this path then it is only a matter 

of time before our form of multi-party parliamentary democracy comes 

to an end and is replaced by some othei, system which does not allow 

for any opposition of any kindo So I think it is most important for 

those who want the multi-party parliamentary democracy we now have 

to continue to draw a very sharp and a very clear line between 

opposition and subversiono So where do we begin? First 9 I suggest, 

by realising~ust how far things have deteriorated when the Cons ti tuion­

al leader of ' the Opposition~as to declare that he and his party will 

never lead anyone into subversiono For all the talk of subversion and 

terrorism the Opposition has been so quiet since last October as to be 

almost non-existento So what is the point of it all? Is it fear that 
threaten to 

they might/lock-down the country tight as a sardine can? Or go in 
statements about 

for/overthrow or underthrow? And if they did, would that be subversion 

So how do we decide what is subversive? And who does the decidimg? 

I think we had all better be very careful indeed in how we answer all 

these questionso On our an swers may depend the type and nature of the 

political system we carry into the futu~eo Amd the future 9 like 

Jamaica itself, does not belong only to the politicians or the politic~ 

parties; it belongs to all the people of J amaica, so they must decide 0 

Goodnighto 
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Egypt & the Arab World After Sadat: 
The Problem of the 'Radical' Leader 

NEW3 COMMENT!JtY 
For broadc~st on Friday 
October 9, 1981, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: The political af'ter-shock following on Tuesday's 

assassination of Egyptian President Anwar Sadat continues to reverber-
• 

ate around the world; and there is now distinct concern in s ide Egypt 

itself over yesterdays eruption of vio lence in one Egyptian city: 

the nagging question is whether this violence is isolated and can be 

contained, or whether it is the first spark of a brushfireo There is 

also reported growing concern for the security of the many Western 

leaders and dignitaries who will attend the funeral tomorrowo Iv.fro 

Menachem Begin, heading a delegation of Israel ' s tchp governmentax an d 

military leadership was reportedly already i n Cairo earlier today; 

and by this . time t he three former American Presi dents , Mr. Richard 

Nixon , Mr . Gerald Ford ar1d Mr . J i mmy Carter should also have arrive do 

Among the Europeans will be t he heir to · the British Throne, the 

President of France and t he Cha;1eellor of West Germanyo The one 

notable absence i s that of the current President of the United Stateso 

Mr o Reagan is n.ot going and is not sending his Vice President, for 

seeurity reasons, they sayo The I sraelis ar e reported to be very 

bitter about this becau s e t hey think it detracts from the needed 
We s tern 

show of/support for continuing the ' peace process ' under Egypt's 
American 

new leadershiPo The reasoning is that only the current/President is 

the manifestati on as well as the symbol of American power and American 

commitment: only Mr. Reagan is in power an d has the power to make 

major dec i s i ons on t h e Middle East 0 So hi s decision not to go to the 

funer a l could be interpreted, espec1.·a11y by Am · , erica s enemies and 
critics, a s a down gr a di ng of t he i mportance of Egyp t an d , t herefore , 
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of the peace process; and t h is would not help the new men who succ eed 

Sadat) to either stick to Sadat ' s policies or succ eed in carrying 

them through. I think t here i s much t o t fl i s business of showi ng 

support and showing so l idarity i n t i mes of crisis: and from that 

point of view it would have been good politics and go o d geo - political 

di plomacy for Mr . Re agan t o be ther e i n person, wha t ever the security 
persuing 

risk o Afte r all, Sadat r i sked and lo st h i s lif~ in/what was , after all , 

a polic y which served American inte r ests; and i f a European he i r to 

a t hrone and European heads -of-sta t e an d governmen t s were prepared 

to tak e the security risk , why not the Ameri c an President o Bu t t h ere 

i s a much deeper a spect to the Sada t death and funeral which touch e s 
Third Worl d 

on the very nature of the problem of the/ politi cal l eader who adopts 

the ' radi cal ' c ourse of breaking with the histori c al tradition s of 

his societyo For thi s kind of ' radical ism' to suc ce ed i n the long- run 

the leader has to carry tis people with him; h e mu s t sell t h em his 

own vision of where he i s going and what is i n it for them , and he 

must sell it to t h em to the po i nt where it becomes their own vision o 

It is only when the leader has a c hieved t his p~ychologi c a l break-throue 

and ' sold r h is vision to his people that the r e is the po s sjbility of 

l ong-run success 9 of his i deas and polic i es continu i ng after he i s 

no longer on the scene . And this , I suggest , was Anwar Sadat's greatest 

failureo He ' soldr his vision to the Western world but i t n ow seems 

that he f a i led t o sell h i s vi s i on to his own Egyptian people - so we 

get repor t~ out of Egypt of a populace i n a stat e of reserved and 

contain ed silence , wai ting and watc hing to see what happens nexto 

And what comes through even from biased Wester n journalists i s the 

sense of the Nasser vision in the ba ckground o Nas ser died in 1970 and 

the enti re Egyptian nati on and the entire Arab world were pl unged i n to 
d . { . "'c e a pa.ir . ~ r~re ~o,~d hi e 1 a vj. s i ono Sadat h d f Oto And leade 
n? matter now go o a. "'1t.t abW~~ if h e does n~ tir & in~i re 
h i s own people o Goodnight t 
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The Middle _Eas t Aftei, Sadat 

NEWS COMlVIENTARY 
For br oadcast on Wednesday 
Octobe r 7P 1981, 6 ol0pom 

Good even i ng : What are the l i kely consequences of yesterday morning's 

dramatic and highly public ass4ssination of Egypt's Anwar Sadat? What 
0-

happens i n the Middle East now? What happens to what has been describE . 
as the tCamp David peace process ' ? What happens now to American 

foreign po l icy interests in that part of the world? Just mentioning 

these questions underscores the extraordinary extent to which Americar 

Middle Eastern policy has been built around the personality of Anwar 

Sadat and on the political survival of Anwar Sadato Dro Henry 

Kissinger summed it up yesterday when he described Anwar Sadat as 
Camp David 

the only one of the people involved in the/ ' peace process• who was 

indispensible to that processo American President J i mmy Carter @as 

removed from office and the ''process ' continued; if Menachem Bggin 

had been defeated at the last Israeli elections the 'process ' would 

still have continued; but with Anwar Sadat dead there are deep fears 

in both the United States and Israel that the process will come to 
. 

~n end o I think myself that it is al.JRaet bound to come to an end; 

not immediately 9 perhaps, unless there are · further and more startling 

upheavals in Egypt over the next few months; but certainly, over the 

next year or two or three , the Camp David process will grind to a halt. 

Then Egypt will _return to the fold of Pan-Arab nationali~m 9 perhaps 
~,version 

an upda.t9'J' of Gamal Nasser ' s brand of Arab socialismo But that lies 

in the futureo For now , Ameri.can Middle Eastern policy has been reduced! 

to ash ambles by the killing of Sadato America now has no ~!!!!I major 

Arab ally in the 

Saudi Arabia and 

regiono And the so-called 'moderate 1· states like 

~ 
Jordan are now sol more embattled that they have even 
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hesitated to express regrets at the killing of Sadat: they know, and 

the Americans know, and the Israelis know that txaE so-called Arab 

'm1deration' ·has been dealt a devastating blow by the killing of Sada to 

I am not sure myself that things would have ended any differently for 

Sadat if Israel's Begin had been more flexible over such key issues 

as the rights of the Palestinians and Jewish settlements on the West 

Bank: more tangible political successes in the 'peace process' might 

have bought Sadat more time 9 might have stilled his opposition longer 

thus making last month's sweeping arrests unnecessary at the time 9 

and so perhaps delayed the assassins' bulletso But I think that in 

the end, sooner or later 9 the showdown had to comeo Sadat was an 

Arab leader in the Arab world who had broken with Pan-Arab nationalism. 

Not even when his relations with the Soviet Union were at the closest 

did Nasser turn .hi ~ bacjc on Pan-Arab nationalism: the ideological 
~i,-5 ~~ cX"'~ 

differences Lof those days were all within the framework of Arab 

nationa.lismo Nasser received massive Soviet aid but never became a 

client-state of the Russians in the way Sadat became a dependent 

client of the Americans in recent yearso In this sense the Sadat break 

was both with Pan-Arabism, Nasseri te Arab socialism and Nasseri te 
kind of hope at all 

non-alignmento And to give this kind of fundamental break any/km~• 

of succeeding Sadat had to show to both his people and to the Arab 

world some very glittering successeso The Americans crune through all 

right, with aid running into the thousands of millions of dollars and 
military and Economic 

matching their/aid to Israel: the Israelis did not do a fran~ion as 

well at the political levelo So there were no dazzling political 

victories to buy time for Sa dato And economic miracles always take · 

much longero An d yesterday time ran out for Anwar Sadat 9 thanks 9 in 

part only, to t h e shortsightedness of :tk.auurhis Western friends who 
wanted ~ see the profits before investing any moreo The American 
dilemma ii s where to go from here in the Middle Easto Goodnight 
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Protecting the J amaican Economy 

NEWS COMM EN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Monday 
October 5 9 1g81 9 6ol0pom 

Good evening: On Saturday night acting Prime M$n;ister and Minister 

of Foreign Affa irs and Foreign Tr ade , Hugh Shearer , discussed the 

problems of protecti ng the ~amaican economy in · a speech to an awards 

dinnev of a loc a l manufacturing enterprise o Mr . Shearer reportedly 

told his audience t ha t J amai ca could b e come the dumpi ng ground of 
home 

foreign compan ies· with profitable/markets who wan t to get ri d of thei1 

surplus products . A wide range of such goog s could be dumped here· 

if the only concern was t he question of the price o f such go ods o An d 

then he went on to say 9 and now I quote : "Bu t think of the consequence El 

It woul d mean mas sive unemployment and the reducti on in spending power 

and destruction JDor t he Jamaican economyo Thi s is therefore not in 

t he national interest of the countryo o oDeveloping countries have to 

recognise their national interestEtMX and protect ito We in Jamaica 

have to recognise tha t we have a national in t erest to protecto" . 

The re was a lo t more to t he speech but I think that quotati on goes 
means 

to the heart of the matter o Protecting the. national interes t ;/ protect 

ing the national economy ; i t means protecting Jamaican workers from 
4 

massive unemployment; it means protecting spen din g power which i s 

just another way o f con tain ing inflati ono I am glad that Mr. Shearerj 

a s t he most senior Mi nister i n this government nex:, only to the, Prime 

Minister , has made this speecho Almo s t s ince the electi on s of last 

October there has been some pr et ty wild talk among s ome government 

propagandists a bout throwing the Jamaican mar ket open to foreign 

goods. The argument wa s t hat t he s o-c a lled 'free market' economy 

meant li t er ally that: you opened up your markets and local manufacturee 
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either competed with the imported go o ds or went out of businesso It 
or medium l c cal 

was a cruel kind of joke to suggest that some small/manufacturer of 9 

say, shoes or garments, could ever compete successfully with his or 

her giant U.S. competitor, or could successfully undersell the sweat­

shop products from the Far East: and yet the suggestion was made in 

all authorative earnestnesso And for a time it seemed that the govern­

ment was inclined to follow that directiono Goods did indeed a ppear 

in the shops; prices did indeed come down on some of themo But our 

local manufacturing felt the squeezeo And the stepped-up supplies of 

food even hurt our farmerso Being an open dumping ground may indeed 

see goods flooding in and prices coming down½ 
\ 

But it will not helpto 
I 
' build the Jamaican economy; it will not create employment; and the 

h ave the the 
unemployed will not/E1tx•~i• money to buy all/suddenly available and 

reasonably priced imported go o dso So that cannot be in the national 

interesto And this is the reason why almost every country in the world 
and supports 

imposes varying degrees of restraints and restrictions/to pp0$ect its 

national economyo But the entire period of the last PNP, government 

has shown that this was not enofigho You may recall that some business 

people got very angry with me in January of 1980 for making public 

statistics showing that between 1972 and J anuary 1980 the PNP Govto 
manufacturing 

had provided the/:,.ixixa.t• sector with a total of $1, 5OO-million worth 

of foreign exchange for raw material; and that that sector ha~earned 
11 ~·~ ~~t 

back for Jamaica over that seven-year per i od only $426-millf on;: Even 
new I-

if you say they had created 1OO 9 OOO/jobs as well (and the record does 
r have been 

not show this) U would still/EK a most unacceptable situation: hence 

the years of negative grW&tho This present government obviously will 

not repeat that PNP blundero So protecting the Jamaican economy is 

also going to require radical changes of a tti tude,s on the part of our 

manufacturerqo The challenging question is: Will our ma.nufa ~ 
d · U~,e ~ 

respon more productively to the efforts of this govto thab 1-- e f t 9 Goodnig as · 
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The State & the Politic a l Parties: 
Where to draw t h e l ine? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro adcast on Fri day 
October 2 1 1~81, 6olOpom 

Good evening: On Tue s day of thi s week lli'o D. Ko· Duncan, the Member 

of Parliament for Eas t Central Sto Andrew, told Jamaica's Parliament 

and thus the Jamaican people, that the chairman of the PNP Youth 

Organisation had been picked up by "the Operation s or Eradication 

Squad" the day before and subjected to four hours of a "line of 

political question.s" o Dro Duncan' s speech made it clear that he 

regarded t his action as police harassment of the PNP and its affiliate 

The following day the Police Hi gh Comma~d i ssued a statement denying 

a n y campaign of har~ sment agai nst any group in Jamaicao The p9lice 

statemen t said two tapes had been found i n the possession of the 

PNP•YO chairman and on one of them the voice of a Most Wanmed Man 

was recogni s edo And the reas on why the PNP youth leader was held was 
that 

/ be c ause of recent unres t · in the War eika Hills area the police h ad 

steppe d up surveillance and spot-checks and Paul Burke had been held 

in one of these c h eckso Then, yesterday , Paul Burke h i mself i s sued 
. 

a statement about the tapes taken from him by the policeo He said 

one tape contained the proceed'ings of a privat e PNP meeting and the 
tapes ·on Monday 

othe:f; tape, (both/were apparen tly played by the polive/in h$s presenC":3 

and in the presence of his lawyers) was a blank tape with no recor di ng 

on ito He satd it was only on t h e followin g day , when the tape was 

again played t hat h e heard wha t was purported to be a message from 
The s uggestion here 

the most wanted man to his girlfriendo /iax~ik~xxw~xia is cle arly 

a plant and the truth or falsehood of it can only be ferreted out 
once again 

by due processo I have s et it all out here because it/high lih~ts 

one of t he most disturbing problem s t h is society has to come to 

grips with if it is not to be mashed up by t ha t problem: and that 
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is the problem of where, and how 9 to draw the line between the 

party political process an d the operations of the nation~stateo 

If you examine the J. amaican Cons ti tu tion you will see that it makes 

absolutely no mention of the Jamaica Labour Party or the Peoples 

National Party: the parties are associations of people like any other 

associations that can be formed under the Constitutiono In practicf pj 

though,they loom larger than other associations becaus e they have 

been formed for the specific purpose of fighting and winning election E 

Beyond that, in Constitutional terms 9 they have no more power 9 n o 

more authority, than any other group in the societyo It is a complex 

and sophisticated concept under which the government of the day is 

very much more than jus t the party which may have brought it to 

power: its responsi bilities a.re greater, its powers are greatero And 
premise and 

so that government betrays its/trust when it tries to apportion work 

on the basis of partisan loyalty, or apportion s scarce benefits on 

that basi so The Constitution does not adcord citizens equal rights 

an d jus tice on a 60-40 9 70-30 or even 50-50 party political basiso 

Similarly, certain key institutions are presumed to be above partisn 

poli t l c~ udiciru:y 9 the civil service 9 the security forceso 

Today, l with the except'~ f t h e judici ary (and even here\there are 
politic ally-mo ti va ted 

strong/efforts to un dermi ne our noble -tradi tion of judi cai.&l in dependec e 

an d imp8Jt~ialljy) t h e politicians of all parties have seriously eroded 

and undermined t hat non-partisan tradition in nearly all of our public 

serviceso At the root of it all is t h e no t ion of the i n terchangability 
< 

of t he party an d t he government: the party wins the elec t ion and become 
~~ -~ c::.a---S~ 

t he government s o the g overnment r u s t serve ~he i n terests of the party 

and t he goodi civil s ervant. an d the good s ecurity officer are tho s e who 

s erve t he i n t erests of t h e gov ernment which s erves the i nterests of 
the partyo An d so we l ose sight of the f act t hat the interests of t he 
Party are no t alway s t h e s ame as t h , , 

Gooa.n'1s@ f f the government or t he n rc t ion 
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The Third World Economic Dilemma 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcas~ on Wednesday 
September 30, 1981 9 6ol0pom 

Good evening: Yesterday's news out of New York of strong buying on 
has and stopped the wave 

Wall Street/i:a reportedly steadied/atlll.M.JXDtx:swutx«as11u,1 of panic 

selling on the world• s stock markets: share prices are reported to 

be up in London and Th~yo as well as on Wall Street; and although 

the experts are careful not to make any optimistic forecasts, they 

do say the strong buying is likely to go on for the next few dayso 

So, for the present at least, the wild panic on the wor'ld's ~ 
markets has been $temmed and investors are back at the business of 

buying rather than unloading. :But all this is not of much help to 

those people and institutions whose holdings were l arge ly wiped out 

or else grievously depleted in the panic price collapse of the past 

fortnighto Only the big and the strong would have _been able to 

hold on and ride the panic and survive and, indeed, buy up at 

basement bargain prices those depressed stocks and shares which 

individual small investors and small institutions were so anxious 

to get rid off 4s t heir prices tumbledo Now, in this new rally, 

those small inves tors, or most of them, will not have t :tl'nece ssary 

margin to guy back what they had sold, so they will be out in the 

cold; and the big and the strong ones will be a little bigger and 

a lit t le stronger and a little richer: in this kind of situation 

the rich get richer and the poor get poorer arld thousands of millions 

of dollars worth of stocks an d shares have been transferred in this 

way from the xiNk comparatively poor or not-so-rich to the very rich 

and t he very strong 0 Market forces, it would seem, always favour 

the rich and the powerful over the poor and the weako And this is 
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so within countries as well a.s between co8.ntri es: you have the 

rhaves' and the 'have-nots' within rich metropildtma.n countries,9 

.e.ataa.e.ih.§l And t his , it seems to me , i s one of the f actors Third World 

countrie~ overl~ok at their own perilo We of t he so-called Third 

World sometimes behave a.s though our ecomE3mic problems can be resolved 

quite simply by a transfer of resources and of technology from the 

rich countries to t he poor countrieso And so our political l eaders 

devote much time and energy pre ssing fo r a more jus t and equitable 

economic ordero But why sh ould rich America or rich Europe transfer 

to us, what they are not prepared to tran s fer to their own poor? 
us 

Why should they treat/any better or with any greater consi derat ion 

than t hey do t heir own poor? We have no greater claim on the British 

Government or t he American Government t han have t he British people 

who are poor and in nee d and the Amer i can people who are poor and 

in need: and the rich in Brita.in and the rich in Americ a. are not 

inclined just to ransfer some of what they have to t heir poor fellow 
1L..~~~ 

countryment o ~ sell their labour; they sell their skills; they 

unit~ together and use whatever pressure they can ~us ter to get a 

share of the wealth; and, of course, they u s e t he political pressure 

of the balloto hat can t he Thi rd World countri es now meeting at the 
~~~~1 

IMFLdo to compel an increase in the amount of IMF loan funding? What 

muscle? Wha t pressure? Mro Reagan alone can outvote t heir combined 

voting strength ; so the D I F does what Mro Reagan wants, whether we 

like it or noto Thi s , I suggest, is t h e real di l emma faced by the 

Third World in its economi c dealin gs with the rich Wes tern countries: 
a l mo st every Third Vorl d country 
:i::t/always negotiates from a position of weakness so it i s always at 

~ disadvanatgeo I t is patroni sed , turned into a satellite or proxy 

or instrumen~ of someone elses global policy and its leaders usually 

end up aiding and abetting the processo The ha"('d question is how to 

break out of this structural trap and still · f remain reeo Go odnight o 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



Chaos On World Money Markets: 
What -it means for t he Thir d World 

NEWS COMMEN TSRY 
For broadcast on Monday 
Se p tember 28, 1981, 6ol0pom 

Goo d evening: Thday' s main news re ports ar e of chaos on t he wor l d's 

money rrtarketso From London, Hong Kong 9 Me l bourne, Singapore and 
, this morn ing 

els e where in t h e world t s c api tal1st business centres came news/ of 
I • 

shock uphe avals in- stock market priceso Everywhere, it seemed, share 
index of 

prices were droppingo At one point the/leading shares on the London 

Stock Exchange fell by 30 points in a matte:r;' o f minutes o And s i milar 

decli n es were reportedly going on on other stock exchangeso And when 

you have this k i nd of upheaval on the worl d ' s stmck mar kets it means 

t ha t t housands of million s of dollars worth o f share can b e 9 and 

usually are wiped ou to But t h i s morn i ng ' s news i s not really a ll 

t ha t n ewo The stock mar~ets have been · i n thi s stat e of uphe aval 

for t h e best p aet of t wo we eks now, after t h e American S tock Market 9 

a f ortnigh t ago 
Wall Street, b e gan its massive n ew round of s elling/, r e sul ting i n 

fallin g s h are p:t.tcesoxx:.f«x.t«igk.txx~mo What is new i s the apparent 

endlessness of the u pheaval o Usually, some parti cu lar i n c i dent may 
. 

trigger a round of panic sellin g on t he stockmarket;; this may last for 

a day or even a few days 9 but then t he so-c,alled mark e t forces come 

i n to p lay, t h e market steadies , and things return to normalo However, 

thi s tim e around ' normal ' seems to be an excee din gl y lon g time 
for· wor l d money markets 

comi ng : a fortnight i s a very l ong time indeed/to be in this state 

of volital i ty and i ns t abilityo An d t h e things which has triggered 
m 

this l a te st pan ic selling and plunge in g shar e prices i s t he skepticisy 

on Wa ll Street over President Re agan 's economic policies whi c h are 

designed to cut i n come taxes, increase mi litary spendin g , and balance 

the budge t9 all between now and 19840 The Wall Street reaction was 
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and is a simple statement , in deeds, that they do not believe t his 

can be done in t he way Mro Reagan says or in t he time Mr . Reagan has 
for in stan ce, 

set 0 There is, of course, more t o i t than t his: there is/the ma tter 

of t he American government's years of massive borrowing to cover 

deficit budgeting - for instance the 1982 budget year which begins 

on e ctober 1st will, by Congressional estimates carry a deficit 

figure of close to $60- thousand-million . ~ Not even the great Uni te d 
Govto a week t 

States/can borrow $8-thousand-million/o~ short-term financing intere s 

r a tes and not f eel the repayment pincho So how do you cut taxes 

30 %, increase military spending, and still reverse this situation? 

So Wall Street, and then the rest of the world moBey markets, protect 

wha t they have as best they can; interest rates remain high; invest-
is 

ment money/tight" And this, a s far as the borr~wing countries of the 

Third World are con cerned means griefo When a Thi rd World country has 

to borrow ten or twenty or thirEy million dollars at interest rates 

of between 17% an d 20% over a short j;erm of five or seven years, into 

what can that money be put to earn enough just to service that deb t? 

Not mucho And yet if investors in metropplitan countries can earn 
by putting 

t hat kind of re turn/w±fix.a.a:fe:.t~ their money inCJ<h some high-interest 

fun d , why go to the trouble of investing it in som e foreign country? 

The investor who go es to the Thi rd World country expects to do much 

better than if he left his money at home, especially in t he context 

of scarce money and high and soaring interest rates" These are some 
current 

of the ways in which the/chaos on the world money markets affect 

us, almost as directly as t hough the disasters took place here at home, 

And these are t h e t hings our finan cial leaders do not always make 

clear to us, partly bec ause it is not politically expedien t, and 
~ -- c;.,...:..--~ 

partly because of th noti on that 'ggod news' even i f it i s only 
t'.."'hal.!_ tr e__,_ ma en tter performance .. The l ine betwe en fact \ 

"V'~ agt:__,anda .and_ ement can be very fine ., Goo;;..d...;Il=i .1,,g:;.:1 :...;t;.___.._ ___ ,_,, 
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Problems of The Rule of Law : 
1) Terrorism , Violence , Subversion 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast· on Friday 
September 25, 1981, 6al0pom 

Good evening: The Minister of Na tional Security an d Justice, Mr o 

Win ston Spaulding , on Wedne sday told Parliament and the nation tha:lb 

there was a large volume of information which indic a tes .tka.t a 

concerted effort ;o iisrupt the ·plans of. the government regarding 

economic recovery · and national securi tyo Mr. Spaulding spoke of 

a .•crime s chool' and 'crime factory' with ideologi"ca.l and political 
. 

motivations and he called on · the patriotic and l aw-abiding people of 

J ama.i ca to show a national will to come to grips wi ~h this menace 

once and for · allo This i s not all tha t Mr. Spaulding said: I just 

summarise what struck me as the highpoints of a very s trong and very 

impor tan t statement , because t he problem of nation a l se_curi ty and 

the problem of the rule of l aw are of more t han usual concern at this 

timeo WJYather we think of terrorists allegedly bent on frustrating 
recovery; 

the government's efforts at ~«xx«xx or whether we think of a mob 

of angry citizens, as in Braeton recently, beating a housebreaking 
of 

thief to death an d then burning h i s body; or/the beating to death of 

a praed~al larcenist by a mob in s ome rural area; or whether we think 

of the far~too-frequen t reports of some police officer shooting a 

su spect to death for allegedly attackin g him with a knife or a stick 

or a s tone; we are , all of us , caught up in a general concern that 

the who l e concEept of the rule of law itself i s increasingly under 

s eigeo Thi s concern is not always as sharply or a s clearly perceived 

as when one says it; but it is there for all t hat, has been there for 

many years now, and is wide spr ead and , I f ear , it is growi ngo When 
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a community is robbed repeatedly and its citizen molested and harmed 

and nothing is or appears to be done by the local police the impul s e 

to resort to rough community justice i s strong : i t results in the 

spate of beatings-to-death we have had latelyo When a police officer 

is personally convinced of the guilt of some thief or larcenis t and 

sees the slow processes of our legal ma chinery and the skill of our 

lawyers combine to free such a person, the impul se to take the l aw 

into his own hands and 'drop' the guilty one is strong : it results 

in all those shot-and-killed-while-resisting-arrest or killed-while­

attacking-the police-with-a-knife or stick or stone, cas eso And so, 

just as the frustrated citizens so the frustrated law-enforcement 

o f ficers take the law into their own hands , an d place the concept of 

the rule of law i:tself under seige o Mr. Spaulding made mention of 

thi s aspec t of the problem on Wedne sdayo The hard question is: How do 

we get out of t h i s situation? How do we restore or in stil - whichever 

you prefer respect for the due process , that painsta king step- by-

s tep process, on which the rule of law is based? There are no s lick 

and eas y answers to this one, no quick political fixes hereo And the 

events of the\ Eas t few years - the political violence an d lawle ssness 
~ d~~~M ~ ~ 
~ and the encouragement to undermine and subvert the efforts of the 

g overnment of the day - have not h elp~ .You do not have a sudden change 

in old attitudes Bfjd habits because there is a change of administration 

And this i s one of our hardest problems o I warned again and again in 

the past that t h ose who sowed t h e wind migh t reap the whirlwindo Now 

we must cope with i t , but within the fram ework of the rule of :J_aw, 
Q 1.-? tri ? N? ~ or 

I suggesto If people, be they Lcommunists or Maoists/mra Trotakyites 

or f ascists or nazis or racists, break the law then they mus t be dealt 

v{"\u.4,~ . 
with by due proce ss , under the rule of law; not by witch-hunts~ They 
must be judged and if guilty convicted for what t hey do 9 not wbat t h ey 
believe. That i s the way of the Jamai can Constitution 0 Goodnight., 
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1) Bi-annual Economic Survey: Decline Ha lted? 
2) ' :Deliverance I Oversold - Mike Henry. 

NEWS COMMEN1'ARY 
For bboadcast on Wednesday 
September 23, 1981 1 6ol0 pom 

Good evening: Two headlinee in this morning's Daily Gleaner almost 

command atten tiono The first is the main page-one headline which 

reads 'Economic Decline Halted - survey'o And the ' survey' which 

is referred to • is the fi:rrst-ever half-yearly Economic and Social 

Survey of Jamaica, which we are told is now going to be published 

twice a year instead of only at Budget timeo This innovation of a 

six-monthly Economic Survey i s most welcome and should be a great 
more 

help in bringing a/gXIKXlll'. up-to-date and factual basis to the 

discussion of economic and social matters between one year's budget 

and the n exto Remember the recent cro ss-talk between people who 

are supposed to know about whether the economy grew or declined in 

the first five months of this year? Well, the conflicting views 

and interpeta.tions of that one have not yet died down; and we must 

hope tha t the publication of a twice-a-year Survey will p elp to 

put thi~ k ind of cross-talk, and the confusion it inevitably spreads, 

to resto Clarity and confidence 1are essential if the so_cie~y is 

to succeed and work its way out of its troubles: and the Social and 

Economic Survey has a long and honoured reputation as one of the 

most reliable documents put out by our National Planning authorities 

under both PNP and JLP governmentso So if that document says the 
of recent years 

economic decline/has been halted then it is very good and very 

important newso I h a ve not myself seen the document ~Kt itself yet 

so I hesitate to say much more about ito I note though that the 

'substamtaally improve d economic performance ' for which the basi s 
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has now been reporte dly la.id, is still to come; an increase of 

roughly one per cent in t h e Gross Domestic Product i s projected for 

1981: it has not been achieved ye to We are told tha t the con sumer 

price index shows a marked slowing down compared with the same 

six-month period of las t yearo I think many people would be very 

interested in seeing a detailed breakdown of prices of consumer items 

to justify this claimo An yway , try and get hold of a copy of this 

new half-yearly Economi c Survey for yourself because the economy i s 

everybody' s business t hese days. I hope that the API finds it possible 

to give this document wider circulation by publishing it as a supple­

ment in both our mon:ning paperso The s econd, and I think only slight­

ly less compelling headline, on page six of the same paper this time, 

quotes Mro Mike Henry a s saying: 'iLLP might have oversold •deliveranc e '1 

Reportedly speaking 
RK~mxt:btgxn~ at a seminar put on by the Jacks Hill Community Council 

on Community Development and Youth, Mr. Henry who is the Minister of 

State in the Youth Ministry, said the economi c condition was not there 

to satisfy all demands on the government at thi s time, and it was 

at this point t hat he was quoted as saying " • o • it appears we oversold 

deliverance •• oooThere is s o much pressure to solve the problems in 

ten months which were created over the yearso" Thi s is the realism 

t ha t comes with responsibilityo It is easy to promise 9 eas y to make 

dazzling, election-winning promises; it is less easy to fulfill t h em 9 

especially in the short-run; and, indeed 9 t hey may not even be fulfille 

in the long runo And people usually judge those whom they have 

elected to .rule for a period not only by performance 9 though that is 

:most i mportant, but also by t h e gap between the promises an d its 

fulfilment 0 The common a~suption is t hat balancing t h e books and 

making national housekeeping figures come out right will reflect it­

self in an improve d quality of life for most Jamaicans . I think those 

who promi s ed deliverance would be wise to address this aspe cto Goodnight 
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The Chalilienge of Beli~ean Independence . 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
September 21, 1981 , 6ol0pom 

Good evening: Belize , Britain's last remaing colony in Central. 

America, and a dependency of~- colonial J amaica until 1884 , became 

a sovet:tgn independent state at midnight l a.st nighto And so the 

Commonweal th Caribbean and all other members of the Commonweal th 

will warmly welcome sovereign Belize to its ranks: the United 

Na tions, too , has indicated that ·Belizean membership of the world 

body is a foregone conclusiono And yet there is a shadow over 

Belize's celebration of her independence: that shadow , as mosn of 

us know, is Guatamala.'s claim to a.t least one-quarter of Belize' s 
a 

terrmtory - /claim dating back to the daTk and doubtful days of 

imperialist expansion when vast chunks of real estate changed hands 

through conquest and occupation only to be reconquered and re-occupied , 

What became the colony of British Honduras - present day Belize -

came in to formal existence in 1670 when Spain, through the Treaty 

of Madrid,, recognised Briti sh occupation of the areao But for all 

that recognition Spaniards continued to raid and a tta.ck the area 

under British occupation - and it is on this dim and distant ·bit of 

history that the Guatamalan claim is basedo And yet 1 Guatamala to day 

con s ists of a massive land area of about 45,452 s quare miles ,vsupport­

ing a population of roug~ly 6-million peopleo So there is no land­

hunger involved in this claimo Indeed, one of the problems of Guatama-
t h e 

la ls/underdevelopment and under- use of the vast l and t hey have. 

Belize for its paret has a land area of 8 , 600 square miles of mainland 

and roughly 266 square mile s of cays and islan ds an d a population of 
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roughly 140 ,000 peopleo io the shadow over Belize's independence 

is the claim by big neighbour Guatamala of a quarter of the land , 

and the fear that Guatamala may , at some point or another 9 perhaps 

when its rulers cannot cope with their serious in tern al poli tica.l 

and economic problems , invade Belizeo It would not be t h e first 

time that a bigger country has re s orted to aggression against a 

smaller an d militarily weaker one to distr act attention from in ter mal 

problemso So I think the Belizean fear i s a very real one and should 

be taken very serious lyo The aeaders of the countries of the Common­

wealth Caribbe an have i ndee d be en very clear and very firm on t h e 

matter of Belizean i ndependence and t he territorial i n tegrity of 
commitments 

Be l izeo What I think is needed is a seri es of/g:aca:.rJU1I:.tK.l[.B 9 preferably 

by regional organisations and groupings, to go to the military 

defence of Belize in t he event of an i nvasion by Guatamala., If t h e 

countries of t he Commonwe a l th Carbbean were to make such a commitment , 

an d if they were to persuade t he Organi sation of American States~ 

or a.t least s ome of its key sub- groupin gs , to make such commitments 

publicly, it would act as a. mighty deterent to any Guatamalan i mpul s e 

t o military adventurism in Belize ., For t he presen t Britain i s 

guaranteein g Be l!ze' s s ecuri ty from external at t ack; but this , of 
and sn ould be ul tin:ate 

necessity, is/a. short-term mattero I think it i s the/responsibility 
to resolve regional problems and 

of t he region itself/to ensure the territorial integrity of the 

countries of the re gion, especially of the smaller 9 weaker ones 0 If 

this i s not or cannot be done within the r egion then the region will 

continue to be at t he mercy of eiternal grea t power man ipulati ono If 

Bri t~:dn , America or the Soviet Union or China were to guarantee Beli ze 

or any other country ' s t erritorial integrity 9 t hat country 9 willy-nilly 

becomes the clien t -state of t he guarantoro Done on a regional co­
opera.t ive basis , r eal relati ve in dependen ce becomes possible: t hat 
i s the chal l enge to the regi on of Belize ' s i nde pen den ce 0 Goodnigh t 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



L) UoSo-Saudi AWACS deal in trouble 
2) Military-Economic Aid for Angola 
3) Soviet Call for Action in Poland 

NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
September 18, 1981, 6ol0pomo 

Good evening: We round off the weekrs comments with a look at some 
~ 

of the more ~ develop~en ts on the world scene, those developments 

which can make all the difference between war and peace in the worldo 

And the Middle Eas t continues to be perhaps the touchiest area of 

such developmentso Yesterday the .Aw~rican Secretary of State, 
~ ..... l~t. 

Alexander Haig, tcld1t Senate ; Committee that if the American Congr ess 
1-

over-ruled the Reagan Administration's decision to sell five highly 

sophisticated radar early warning planes to Saudi Arabi4 the 

consequences could be "immense and unpredicta ble". Wha t Haig meant 

was that the Saudis, the most con s ervative Arab state in- the area, 
,.,,. 

and up to now America' s staunchest ally there, m±gkt are sure t o 

interpret any refusal to sell them these Airborne Warning and Control 

System planes as an anti-Arab and pro-Israeli act on the part of 

the United States. And, indeed, the Saudis have made it clear that 

they see the sale of these planes to them as a critical test of 

American friendshipo The trouble~ is that t he Israelis do not want 

any Arab s.tate to have control of these planes; for with t hese planes 

working against them it would be impo ssible -for the Israelis to 

launch any surprise or 'pre-emptive' atta ck against any of their 

enemies; their enemies would know every military move they make and 

would be able to react and respond quicklyo So Israel has mounted 

a fierce and bitter lobby against the s a le of these plane s to the 

Saudis; and, as usuals th:e '!J ewi sh I lobby' in the United States has 

gone into full sw1n~g with devastating effecto And if there were to 
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be a vote in the Congress on this matter today, all the indications 

are that the Administration would be defeatedo Whether Mro Reagan's 

much vaunted powers of persuasion can turn a majority in the Congress 

around between now and next month's voting on the matter is anybody's 

guesso What is for sure is that if he does not America will lose her 

last important ally in the Persian Gulf area; and all the rich~ i ttle 

Ell'.lirates would follow Saudi Arabia - and the consequences for American 

interests in the Middle East could be, in Haig's words, "Immense and 

u:ppredictable" o In as volatile an a.reap as the Middle East Saudi 

Arabia's turning away from the United States could easily set off a 

new round of violent upheavalso So this radar plane sale to the Saudis 

is one to watch closelyo The othe~ potenttally explosive area 

continues to be Angola following on the South African invasiono 

Reports out of United Nations headquarters yesterday spoke of an 

emergency relief plan for the next six months of some $12-million-US 

to help,t the victims of the areas over-run by the South Africa.no 

And out of Africa itself has come reports of stepped up plans to 

provide direct military help to Angola, with Nigeria and Tanzania 

playing leading roles in the mobilising of such helpo One key move is 

to minimise South Africa's air superiority by getting Libya and 
Russian-made 

Algeria to send/MIG fighter planeso And so 9 out of bitter necessity,a 

RB.nAfrican defence capability may yet be forgedo And here again, 

how the West reactsj on whose side it comes down and whom it helps, 

may determine . the nature of the brewing explosion in Southern Africao 

And in Eastern Europe the Soviet Union has now bluntly called on the 

communist rulers of Poland to take action against the Solidartty 

movement which has lately taken on a straight political opposition 

and anti-Soviet postureo This was how things developed in Hungary 
and Czechoslovakia earlier. Will it be any different this time.? 

Go odnight 
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1) Employment: Equal Rights & J ustice for Whom? 
2) MPs Sa laries: No Quorum in Hous e 
3) Co s t of Living: Up 6r Down? 

NEWS COMMEN'11ARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
September 16, 1981, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: There was a small but ominous little flare-up of 
over 

partisan violence between J LP and PNP supporters/&MMOCt how jobs 

on a $5-million sewerage scheme are to be allocate do According to 

S k neww reports this is a small project that will not use many wor ers; 

only somethin g of the order of t hree crews of fifteen persons eacha 
reportedly 

And since four workers in each batch will/come from the contracting 

firm handling the job only 33 new hands would seem to he neededj when 
the work is in full swinga 
And it was over these 33 available jobs and how they are to be 

shared out that yesterday's violent clash erupted in which, according 

to .police reports, guns and stones and bottle came into playo We are 

~...ios 
told that there ~ no serious i n jury; but the work had to be halted o 

I think it is important for us to note the loc a tmon of this flare-upo 

It is in the political corrntituency of East Central Sta Andrew; and 
sewerage project 

the/~«xk itself is at the intersection of Lyndhurst Ro a d and 

Maxfield Avenueo If you know the area you will know there is a high 
and visible 

/ concentration of unemployed young people. So you begin with the 

point that there is bound to be a fierce scramble for any available 
J. 

jobs that might turn up, even if there is no partisan 

Where partisan politics is involved, or appears to be 

politics involve , 

' involved, the 

situation immediately becomes highly volatile and potentially 

explosiveo And there are areas like this in many parts of Kingston 

and Sta Andrew, and indeed, in many p arts of Jamaica.a In the context 

of high unemployment the desperate scramgle for a handful of jobs 

can easily erupt into violence where partisan politi·~s 
" come i n to ple~ 
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In this particular case, according to this morning' s Daily News, 

the PNP supporters in the area wanted the available jobs shared on 

a fifty-fift'y basis between JLP and PNP; the JLP supporters wanted 

it to be 60% for t h e JLP and 40% for the PNP; and sombody who claimed 

to speak for the union involved said the union had agreed to 55% 

for the JLP to 45% for the PNP. And this, on the 15th of September, 

1981, was the stuff of one of the first, if not the first 9 small but 

violent partisan clash,i/4 in the life of the new regimeo I sincerely 

hope that it is seen and understood for the warning signal it iso 

The young in particular are desperate for jobs; and the greater the 

desperation, the greater the danger of violent eruptions whenever 

they have to scramble for the few jobs that do appear; and when that 
Vl 

sense of desperation is aggravated by notions of partisan discriminati<l. 

the whole thing could easily become explosiveo But there is an even 

mmxK greater injustice inherent in this 'spoils' formulation of the 

two parties. Whether it is 50-50 or 60-40 or 55-45 9 the two parties 

and t heir supporters seem to take it for granted that they and they 

alone add up to the total Jamaica: so there is no concession, no 

allowance, for those who are not of either partyo What happens to 

the unemployed who are netxher PNP nor JLP? And, lest we forget, 

/ 

those who are of nettaEh party still make up the majority in this 

countryo I think our two-party political system may in fact be destroy-
even 

ed, not by subversion, but by the selfish greed which sees/'equal 

rights and justice' as part of the party political pork barrelo But 

right now there are not even enough jobs to satisfy that narrow~pork 

barrel interest. So heed that small warning pleaseo And can any member 
for MPs 

of Parlirunent really talk about a 70% pay increase/on a day they cannot 

make a quorum and after public servants have held strain at 9%. And 

there is an interesting piece call d c 
e ost of Livi G. in 

todays Daily News. Check it for yourself 0 ng innalship Goodnighto 
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The J OS Once More: 
Prescription for Disaster 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro adc as t on Monday 
September 14, 198l, 6.lOpom 

Good evening: The Jamaica Omnibus Company is in the news again; and 

again the news is not g ood. Reports are that the workers are what 
e-..P G>""- 0 W..-~ 

is described in trade union circles as 'restive' Lbec au s e the company , 

and t he government which owns it, have not made any response to new 

wage and fringe benefit demands on behalf of the workerso You may 
at J OS 

recall tha t we had a s trik e/in January of this year bec aus e an 

Industrial Disputes Tribun a l refus ed to make a wage award because 

the Tribunal was satisfied tha t t h e company was unable to pay any 

wage increase. '.:I.1he workers an d t h eir urJions - t h e BITU and the 

NWU - flexed t heir muscles then to the great di s comfort of bus u ser s 

and then went bac k to work when t h ey re a l ised that their strike 

could re ~mlt in mass ive lay-offs. They did n ot go back to work 

either because they got t h e wage increase t hey demanded or because 

jhey wer e concern e d about the terrible discomfort and inconvenience 

t hey had c aused hUndreds of t h ousands of Corporate Area bus,t u .sers; 

they went back because t h ey were frightened by t h e prospect of whole­

sale job lo sseso It would se em t hat tha t fear has now been eased: 

a couple of hundred wo r k ers were lailfi olfif and the rest now seem to 

feel as,{ safe and secure about their jobs as they did before that 

on e week's strike in Januaryo Or, a t least, t hey feel it is worth 

'taking a c han ce t: i n h opes of increasing their pay and fringe benefits 

The fact t hat the Mi nis ter of Public Utilities last week said the 

compan y was continuing to decline and tha t it had sustained lo sses 

amounting to roughly $9- million last year~ an d that its total debt 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2. 

now stodd at some $37-million - all this seems not to mean anything 

to the workers and their unions: their company is losing heavily 

but they demand greater rewardso It seems that they could not care 

less where the money i s to come from, as long as they can get what 

they wan to In this, it seems to me that the J0S and its workers and 

their unions have not learned a thing from the wallming signals of 

last Jcmuaryo And this inability or unwillin i)1ess to learn may 

turn out to be just about the greatest prescription for disaster for 

the J0S as it is now constituted and for its workers who now behave 
no matter how poorly they and 

as though higher benefits are their due/wkR~kRxxtu~xmxkRxikRix their 

company performo You may recall s ome of those figures I gave you 

back in JanuaryG In 1955 the company, then privately-owned, used a 

staff of 600 people to ke ep its 315 buses on the roads: and it made 

a p~ofit for its ownerso Today, and after this year' s lay-offs,the 

now publicly-owned company' s staff i s still close on 2,000 to ke ep 

roughly 100 fewer vehic l es on the roads than were on the roads in 
now 

19550 Do you wonder tha t the company/keeps losing money and is still 

declining? An d still the workers and their unions demand more - or 

elseo There is a kind of madness at work here which seems to suggest 

that anything publicly-owned need not pay its way or make a profito 

And this is what gives public own ership and any form of worker me.nage­

ment a bad nameo It i s a form of soci a l and political ba ckwardness 

which feeds t h e myth that only a spe cial class of people are born to 

manage affairso Unless the J0S work ers break out of t his one, and 

do so quickly, and work to make t h e company as viable as it once was, 
make it 

or alternatively,/so s ocially useful that a small subsidy becomes 

justified, there is no future left for ito In any case, the r e is 

much time left for t h e J0S as it n ow i s= which i s what makes the 

pre s ent uni on - worker mu s c l e f l exing so pathetic and sado Goodnight 
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NEWS COMMEN TARY 

The Cha llenge to Manage : The ~omise 
of Better Management 

For broadcast on Friday 
September 11 9 1981, 6ol0p. m 

Good evening: One of the mo s t important, and one of the most non-

political, promises on which the Jamaica Labour Party was swept to 
-v~ L last October was th~t they would do a better job of managing the 

nation's business than the PNP had doneo So a fair ~estion is: 

"how is the new government managing, nearly one year in to its term 

in office'6" I think most people would agree that it has done a good 

job in the very important areas of mobilising the foreign exchange 
~ 

the country so badly needs: there may ~quib~les about detail or 

about the long-term price we may have to pay, or about the likely 

end-results; the fact rem ains that foreign exchange has been 

mobilised , scarce food has been brought in , raw materials and spare 

parts are coming in in greater flow than in recent yearso And 

foreign investment money i s being attractedo At t his level, the 

level of business an d financi a l management, the government has done 

wello But that is only one facet - albeit the mo s t important - in 

the nation's affairso Many of the other - and socially equally 
• 

important - fac*~s which have been in the news recently do not 

seem to h ave been a s well managedo The new school year ha s got 

un der way with all the usual problems which have plagued the society 

f or a very long time: schools are not opening; schools have been 

vandalised; par en ts gave trudged from school to school ·seeking a 

place for an anxious childo As last year, an d the y e ar before and 

the year before and the year before forward planning for a smooth 

opening of a new school year has been more of a aesert mirage than 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

in the bad old days of 'mismanagement'o It was depressing indeed 

to learn 9 only yesterday that the J amaica School of Agriculture 

would not re-open this September (and we are into the s econd week 

of September) and would remain closed indefinitely while three 

committees determine thms very important institution's futureo 

I, for one, sense here again the kind of belated scrambling to pick 

up the pieces after things have been allowed to fall aparto Surely, 
and working 

such committees should have been set up/months ago when the Mini s ter 

of Agriculture delivered that very pointed address at the Jamaica 

School of Agrmculture itself where he rai s ed such grave questions 

about its futureo That would have been good management and intelligent 

forward planning: what we have now i s noto And is it true x)ul.i,as 

the National Union of Democratic Teachers claims, that 361 out of 
~ 

489 graduating teacher from v eachers colleges are without jobs? 

What kind of management is it that allows this level of teacher 

unemployment in the context of a claimed teacher shortage? One of 
men ts 

the simplest yet most important measure~ of good management is how 

it uses or wastes its available skills and its available resourceso 

And good manegemen t would not·, I suggest 9 find any great difficulty 
up 

in setting/a small office at s ay the Divisional HQ of the police in 

Montego Bay to process applications for pa ssports by citizens in 

that part of the country: the issuing work would still take place 

at the central Kingston office to have records cen tralisedo The 

Montego Bay Office would simply eliminate the need for applice.nts 

to travel to Ringstono This sort of thing is done in most countries: 

all that is required is a little intelligent management and use of 

available skillso And the same sort of commonsensical management at 

government level could and sho% d be applied to our utiliti~s, some 
of which seem in a worse state~ithan they were under PNP mismanagemento 

So where i s the better management? Goodnighto 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 

1) 11he Egyptian Purge 
2) EEC, USA & Namibia 

For bro a dcast on Wednesday 
September 9, 1981, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: Irwo new developments on t h e international s cene are 

of greater-than-usual interest; and both bear significantly on the 

role and position of the United States in the world todayo A country, 

any country, no matter how big or powerful, can only be the leader 

of a grouping for as long as t hat grouping accepts its leadership 

willingly, or else bec ause it can impose its leadership on that 
for the Soviet Union 

groupingo In other words,/to be the leader of the commun i st grouping 

in the world it must either be accepted as such by that communi-st 
use 

grouping or else it mus t/im~.cuulxbru te force to impose its willo In 

ltl.he same way for the United States to be accepted as the leader of 

the capitalist grouping in the world it must either be accepted as 

such by that capitalist grouping or else it must use brute force to 
. 

impose its will. In p1umtice, of course, it is re.rely as simple and 

clearcut as that. In the case of both tte Soviet Union and the 
particular 

United States their leadership of their/grouping derives from a. 

combination of acceptance, a measure of subtle imposition and the 
members of . 

perceived self-interest of/the particular groupin.go Over the years 

we have seen Yugoslavia, China., Albania, Ruma.nia repudiating Soviet 

leadership even· though they continued to be communisto Way back in 

the time of Chazi:es DeGaulle FEance also repudiated .American claims 

to leadership mfttaa capitalist world without becoming non-capitalist. 

And now, this week at the United Nationsj and on the crucial matter 

of Western capitalism's policy on Southern Africa, the Western 

countries of the European Common Market have taken a stand which 

amounts to a repudiation of American policy for that areao They have 
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blame~ra.cist South Africa , and South Africa alone, for sabotaging 

United Nations efforts for Namibian independenceo And this is a 

sharp and ·clearcut break, not by one or two countries, but by the 

entire European Commun i ty , with America on this mattero And the 

big questior1 now is: when the leader of a grouping is that much out 

of step with his followers, what happens? In this case he does not 

have the brute force to impose his will on the EEC; so what does he 

do? I think myself that there will be some sort of compromise worked 

out between America and her Western allies; the interesting thing is 

the nature of that compr6miseo Who and what is going to give mosto 

What seems for certain is that America ' s influence is bound to g1fi; 

be damaged in t h e process . Then there is the matter of the massive 
political 

Egyptian/purge which began last Wednesday and reached its peak on 

Monday with a crackdown on a.11 religious activity in Egypt , both 

Muslim and Christian Coptico Reports are that wbmewhere a.round 

2 , 000 have so far beezt detained: among them a former deputy Prime 

Minister, former Cabinet Ministers 9 a number of journalists including 

Mohamed Heikal former editor of the itjfluential Al-Abram and onetime 

close friend and adviser to the late President Nassero Among the 

number of women detained is Nawal Saadawi 9 perhaps best known outside 

Egypt among the countryts women writers becaase one of her 15 books 

was published in English last yearo She is a doctor and was Egypt's 

Director of Public Health during the Nasser days of the experiment 

with Arab Socialism . Political observers have not mi s sed the fact 

that President Sadat ordered the purge so soon after his visit to 

President Reagan and even American journalists have joked about his 

getting Reagan's clearance for the crackdown, much as the Africans 

suggest that South Africa had tacit approval before invading Angolao 

Here again, the American image is being allied to r ~pression: not a 
good image for the would be leader of the world democratic grB-BB~Hif;~h t. 
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L~ The Caricom Conference 
j 2 ) lip j ti al TIJC ~ f e F o~ tt e . ffi-1-miipl:f#Bm e 
J ) La bOlt-&DAcJ' Pillli~ d e , II , 8 atu ltea.ge:fl~ SJ, r.tbe-d. 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
Fo~ bro adcast on Mon day 
Sep t ember 7 9 1981 9 6 al 0p om 

Go o d even i ng : The Car i com Foreign Mi n i sters who have been meeti ng 

he re i n Ki ngston over the past weekend yesterday announce d±kM t he 
· t h e detai l s of 

set ting up o f a te c hn i cal group to wor k out/Cari com' s own proposed 

i nput i nto wha t -has become known as the ' Cari bbean Basi n Pl an • for 

economic development under whi ch t h e Un ited St a t e s 9 Canada 9 Mexico 

and Venezuela wi ll pr ovi de a i d o The hope i s t ha t this aid will be 

of a scope and s c a le that woul d he l p to set t his regi on on t he 

path of self- susta i n i ng economic growth and developmen t o The Un i t ed 

States , Canada , Mexico and Venezue l a have a l r eady c ommi t t ed them­

selves to such a plan , though no deta ils of what they propose · ha-ze 

so far been made publ i c o And this was one of the poin t s to which 

Mr . Lester Bird , Depunt;vy Pri me Mi n i ster and Fore i gn Minister of 

Antigua , referre d at the opening ses s i on o I thi nk a po i nt to n o te 
-

i s tha1 i f t he se r i cher countr i es haa come forward with a cut- and-

dried and detai l ed developmerj t p l an for the Car i bbean Basin they 

could , and probabl y would , have been a c cused of economic i mperial i smo . .,,., 
or appear no t 10have 

So the fa ct that the richer countries have · not/foi f ted t heir own 

p l ans on t he re gi on should be seen as something posi t i v e o It at least 

s ugges ts tha t the Bi g Four expect the countri e s of t he Cari bbean 
0... 

Basi n t o themse l ves make a 'ma jor c ontri bution to ti:?e- ' dyn ami & and 

balanced ' deve lopmen t plano And thi , it seems 9 i s what the we e k end 

Car ic om meeti ng has i n fact agreed on o An d then 9 begi nning to day , 

the Car i com Foreign Mi n i ster s will have meeti ngs wi th other regi onal 
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Foreign Mi nisters who , al though not part of Ca.r i com , are part of 

the Carbbean Basin. Having worked out the broad principles of a 

Ceri com approach , the hope i s that the Caric om group can :bow achieve 

a similar broad agreem ent with the other regional stateso If achievE 
the governments of 

this would make it possi ble for/the Caribbe an Ba.sin , as a group , 

to pre sent a single agreed-on development plan to the four donor 

countries who would have to contr i bute substantially to help get 

the plan off the ground. So the very first t hing i s for the Caribbef 

Basin coun tries themselves to agree on the kin d of development plan 

they want for the region. 'rhe donor countries have already declared 

their willi ngness to help , so that i s no problem. What may turn out 

to be a key problem later is the leve l of fundi ng needed to get the 

plan off the ground , and how the funding will be mobili sed; ~n d 

here politic al percepti ons and ideological commi tments could lead 

to difficultieso I give you two exampl es o Fi rst 9 private i nveestmen· 

for pr ril f i t i s by its very nature concerned with the maki ng of a. 

profi t first and foremost: i f i n the proc ess other benefits derive , 

as they usuall y do , well and good ; but the making of the biggest and 

best profi t comes first. If there is no profi t to be made , or i f the 

profit is not ' go od ' enough , the private i nvestment may e i ther not 

come or else may soon go away agai no So what ki nd of pri vate i nvest-
as 

men t is attracted is almost/a.x important as the size of ito And then 

there is the politics of it all: will only parliamentt=1ry democracies 

partic i pate i n the plan? Or all the countries of the region? Will 

t he donor countries exercise some sor t of veto as to who can ' benefit 

from their own particul a.r donati ons? 
very 

leaders of 
If the/Caribbean Basi n c ouft tri i 

are themselves/clear about all the s e matters they may , ulti mately 

get a goo( and workable plan and the help to get i t under way
0 

And , 

of _c ou~se , the people of the regi on wi ll have to make any pl an work; 
whi ch is the challenge of education and mobi lisati on 0 Goodn i ght 0 
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Southern Africa: Washington ' s Gambie. 

NEWS COM1\1EN''.11ARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
September 4 , 1981 , 6.10-.m . 

expleei-vely 
Good evening: The c entre of a ttention on the/brewing Southern 

African crisis has shifted , for t~e time be i ng , from racist South 

Africa ' s i nvas ion of southern Angola to the Uni±e d Nations where 

a special emergency session of the General Assembly , demanded by the 
~ 

African group ,open :w:rg ye s terda:y- o The Afr ic an group wants the Gene~al 

Assembly to agree to a motion or motions ordering South Africa to 

comply with t he UoNo decision which set out the steps by which 

Nami b i a should move to i ndependence or else be subjected to rigi d 

mandatory sanctionso There is absolutely no dou bt tha t the U. N. 

Gen eral Assembly will agree to the imposition of sancti ons on South 

Africa. Unlike the c ase with the Security Coun c il , the · five Permanent 

Members of the United Na tions do not have any veto power over General 

Assemgly decisions. The irotil twist i s that whatever the General 

Ass embl y dec i des must , if it involves something as important as 

economic and mili tary s anctions , have the approval of the Security 

Council. Wi thout that approval there is no way that s ancti ons can 

be made to work; i ndeed , even with that approval maki ng sanctions 

work woul d be very difficult. The former racist Rhodesian regi me of 

I an Smith defi ed U.N. -impo s ed s anction for years and got away with 

it . In t his sense this current s pecial se ssion of t h e General 

As sembly wi ll not succeed i n i mpos i ng meaningful sancti ons on South 

Africa. But It i n k the sponsors of this latest session are acutely 

~~ 
aware of this . After ~ week ' s u. s . veto of t h e 1.ecurity Council 

~,~~ 
resolution which con demn e:t: but di d not call for sanctions- ~ t--' •vt<.. - ~\ I o1 ~ u-t_ t,(__ 
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nobody is i n an y doub t t hat the presen t U~S o government i s de t ermi ned 

to a.id and support the South African regimeo The really interesti ng 
vo t e was 

thing abou t •t ha t Se curity Council/ m«R:t.iN~ the fact that t he United 

State s wa s aloneo Bri tai n abstained ; France supported the resoluti on a 

So , as well as riski ng a loss of friends and o f influence i n Africa 

and t he Thir d Wor l d generally 9 America is also risking a spl it i n 

t he Western alliance olfi' t his ma tte-ro So why i s Americ a risk i ng 

becoming a lmost as isolated as South Africa? In par t , I t h i nk , i t 

has to do wi th t he Americ an perce p tion of the i r struggle agai n s t 

what they see as t h e for c es of world commun i sm o An d so we have had 
of t h e 

the not- so- subtl e Sou th Afri can propaganda/ .tlllx:tocXllt past couple of 

days aroun d the k i l l i ng of two Russian officers and t he capturi ng of 

on e i n An golao It fus s been trotte d ou t and played up as though t he 

Rus si an presen ce in Angola is a s i nister new revelati 6n . In reality 
made 

the Ango l ans have/ma .Di no se cr et of the fac t t hat they have a number 

of Russ i an and other East European advisers and techn icians helping 

t h em i n a number of fields i nc l uding mi litary tra ining; t h ere .iE are 

r eportedl y s ometh in g in t h e r egion of 1, 0 00 Russiara and between 

2 , 000 and 3 , 000 oth er East Europeans as well as the 15-17, 000 Cubanso 

They are th.Ee e a t the invi tati on· of t he An g olan s; and t h ey have been 

t here since tha t f i rst a ttempt by the Sou t h Afr i cans to t oppl e the 

MPLA i n t h e early days un der Aghostin\Nettoo Netto had turned to t he 

Un ited States for help in those early days . If h e had rece i ved the 
Robert 

k i n d of sympathe tic un derstanding that/Mugabe later received fr om t h e 

Carter White House 9 the troops and advi s ers an d other fo reign tech­

nicians mi gh t wel l have been Ameri cans and Wes t Europeanso The Americ­

ans blew that one in t h; name of fighting communism o I t seems they stilJ 

have to learn that the Af r icans , and i ndeed the Third Worl d , are not 

pawns of either Sov iet communism or Wes tern capi tali sm and that i n 
their own in terest they will u s e help from wherever they get i to Goodn J 
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Future of Jamaica. aily News 

NEWS COJYIMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
September 2 , 1981, 6 ol0p . m 

Good ev en in g : I t i c clear from news reports carr ied over this station 

over the l ast coupl e of day s ) as well as f r om elsewhere 1 t hat the 

f u ture of the J amaica Daily News as this coun try 9 s second morning 

paper is very much i n the balance right nowo Anyone of a se:pi es of 

de c isions or non - decisions ~ou l d easily spell the death of t h e 

Daily News., Let me list two or three of t heseo If the Government.1 s 

Di vestment Commi t t ee takes too long to make up i ts mind t m whom 

and at what pric e it wi ll sell the paper the delay i tself coul d lead 

to collapse o No bus i ness funct i ons well under this k i nd of c loud 

of uncertai nty; and the longer the uncertai nty conti nues the harder 
And what i s t rue for any 

it is for the business to remain viableo /i11x tk.KXXKX;JXMR.ia;J busi nesf 

is doubl y true for as specialised and sensitive a business as a 

newspaper : cast the slightest hint of doubt on a paper' s abi lity to 

sur\" ive and advertisers and subscribers desert it ., Thi s , i n addition 

t o a ll i t s other problems , i s what the l ong de l ay in di vestment is 

bri ngi ng about o If all that is i ntended i s for t he government t o 

s e l l the paper , and if buyers have been i dentified , t hen there 

should be no ·further delay i n the di vestt ng of the paper o We are told 

that there are two buyers in the market 7 one of them be i ng the rival 
,rLv.-, 

Gleaner Company and the other I c ooperati ve set up fo r that purpose 
(\ 

by the Dai l y News workerso If the Gle aner~ buys then 9 whatever it 
, if it conti nues publi c a tion , 

doe s with the paper , it would not/be the same paper i n an editrnr i al 
sense 

/that it now iso Like it or not , ownershi p does determi ne slant and 
a l ternati ve 

directiono If , on the other hand , the workers buy , that 1 secon d f news-

paper vo i ce would conti nue to be hear d in t he lan d . Tha t i s, o f 
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course , provi ded you divest a l i v i ng rather than a de ad newspaper; 

and for all its troubles the paper and those who put it out seem 

determined to keep i t goin g , provided the ground is not cut f rom 

under them o An d nex t to protracte d delay 9 i nsisti ng on a pri ce 
or wi l l not 

that your buyer cann ot/meet may a l so lead to col l apseo Reports are 

t ha t the workers have o ffe re d a purcha{e price of$800 , 000 but have 

been told they must more than do~ b l e that offero Now , the people 
a shrewd 

at the Dai ly News have/pretty/.f'ati x idea of the worth of the article 

t hey want to buy and the questi on is: What if they are not prepared 

or i f they are not able to pay the pr i ce the g overnment commi t tee 

wants? And wha t if nobody else tops t he work ers • offer? Or , 

alternatively , what if the Gleaner o ffer s a ~xxz« figure which is 

only margin a lly h igher? In shor t , is the government prepared to 
, either directly or by absor~ tion , 

let the Da i l y News di e/i f it do es not get the price it wan ts? Is 

nothi ng , and the lo s ses accompanying that noth i ng 9 preferable to 

the offered $800 , 000? It is on que sti ons l i ke t hese that t he survival 

or collapse of the Daily News hangs. And right now the answers to 
4 

a ll these questions 1-ay wi th the Government of Jamai ca and its 
mus t assume 

Di vestment Committee : t h ey have the power of de c i sion and they/kzx ~ 

the r esponsibi lity for the consequences of any de ci s i on t hey make., 

I f their decision results in the suc c essful divestment of the paper 

and i ts continuat ion as a second and alternati ve newspaper vo i ce in 

the country , then the credit and the honour must b e to them t oo o 

I f , on t he other hand 9 t heir de c isi 6n results i n the collaspe of 

t he Dai l y News t hen the blame must be t heirs to o a That i s the 

inescapable c onne cti on betw een power and responsibility o For Jamaica 9 s 
I hope they use 

sake 1 £.aa:xx:tl![2x.sak:e: their power wisely on this mat ter. You canno t, be 
. in favour of 

fill'. again s t the notion of a one- party s tate bui:/~~ the noti on o f a 

one- paper s t ateo The trouble i s som e of us are . Goodn i gh t 
0 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



1) Vernon Arnett 
2) Iran: Death of a President & Premier 
3) The U. N., Sou th Afric a , Angola o 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For br oadcast on Monday 
August 31, 1981, 6ol0p om 

wee~end 
Goo d even i ng : The/weexea news of the death of Mr . Vernon Arne tt 

t h i ns even further the ran ks of the pioneer s of moder n Jama i can 
· of 

na t i onal ism and/the foundi ng fathers of J c.tIDaica • s politi cal 

i ndependen c eo Soon now, perhaps by the end of thi s decade , - rione of 
t rade un i on or 

the men an d women who were/political a c t ivi s ts during t he terbul ent 

1 938 period would sti l l be with u s o So i t wou l d seem wi se for the 

tr ade union movement and for t he poli t i c a.l movement to qui ckly 

coll ect and do cument the first- hand r e coll e c t i ons and remembran ce s 

of the remai ni ng few who a.re still with us . I thi nk , for i ns tance , 

tha t E:en Hill' s recollecti ons of tho s e early days should be taped 

and recorded as s oon as possi bl e ; and so , I think 9 should be the 

remembr ances of peopl e like L~dy Bus tamante and Miss Edi th Nelson 

of t he ear ly beginn ings of the BI TU and t he JLP o A hi s tory of t he 

foun ding and t ne evolution;s of the PNP by Vernon .Arne t t would have 

been such a valuable l~gacy because he was there from the very 

begi nn i ng and because his perspecti ve would have been f r ee of any 

hi nt of s e l f - servi ce or special pleadi ngo One of t h e rarest of human 

qualiti es whil?h I personal ly f ound and greatl y a dmired i n Vernon 

Arnett was his constancy : he was t he· same quiet , unassumi ng but 

completely comm i tted man at all times ; he was the same i n power as 

out of power; t he same i n victory as i n defeat ; a man who knew himse l 

kn ew wha t he val ued , and live d by those val ueso An d I thi nk our 

~~I 
modern day young poli tician!i can , if they[ w.a-,nt, to , 

exampl e that they do n ot have to be rude or crude 

learn from hi tJ 

or coarse and l ~ 
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vulgar in order to impress or look goodo Indeed , a little more 
back 

quiet from some of the big mouths will bring/dignity to our parlia-

mentary systemo An yway, i f Vernon Arnett' s death t his past weekend 
politic al and trade union movements 

stirs the/E««±~x~ in to collecting an d recording the remembrances 
Lt\ 

of the l ast rem 8f-ng pioneers of modern J amaica ' s early in depene.Bnee 

struggles i t would be a verj welcome tribute to h i mo I h ope they do 

it. Death of another kind , and i n faraway strife-torn Iran , a lso 

took pla ce this past weekend o Yesterday a bomb exploded right in the 

office of the Pri me Minister of Iran , killin g t he newly elected 
Banisadr 

President who succeeded Abolhassan Banitee.rl.r and the new Pri me Minist-

er whom the new President had appointedo Only a week or so a g o 
Fran ce 

Ban i sadr who i s now i n exile i n Jca:xi:x had mentione d th4 names of 

four or five men who s e deaths could plunge the country into a 

major crisis and possible open civil waro Among those names were 
in 

the two who die d/ ye a terday ' s b omb lasto An d so Iran is agai n without 

a President and the Islamic Republican Party 9 Khomeini's party of 

the islruni c clergy 9 is again without a leadero I t s first leader 9 the 

Ayatollah Behesti, was killed i n a bomb explosion ±ax~ in June which 

also ki lle d 70 otherso So it would seem that Iran ' s revolution i s 

now busy consuming its leaders o And when you reach that point politi­

cal chaos is not very far away . The har d question is : what will 

fo llow the chaoso An d in the wake of ·south Afric a ' s i nvasion of 

southern Angola a group of '.fh i rd \ orld countries , Mexico sign i ficantly 

among them , has called mandatory sanction s a gainst Souht Africao The 

Unite d States seems certain to veto such a moveo It would be i ntere st­

in g to se e i f the U. So c an per suade other Western power s - and which 

of them - to join i n the vetoo But i f she h as to use her veto a lon e , 

she will be e use of what has been de s cribed as Reagan ' s 'i deo logical . 

affini ty • with South Africao What can the 3rd orl d then do? Goo dn i gn 
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South Africa., Namibia , Angola , the U. N. 

NEWS OOMMEN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Friday 
August 28 , ·1981 , 6ol0pom 

Good even i ng: The latest news out of Southern Africa is that the 

white South African racists have halted their invasion of Angola. 

and are in the process of withdrawi ng back to · Namibi a" Please note 

that they are not withdrawi ng back to South Africa; just back across 

the border between Nami bia. and Angola. And so , on the face of it, 
what was l atest 

/euphemistically described as South Africa's/!incursion • i nto Angola 
even 

i s coming to an end; and the racists have/had •t h e gall to i nvite 

the UoN. Securi ty Council to come and see the situati on for themselves 

So those of us who cherish the notion that it was the pressure of an 

outrRged world opinion had better think again . The so-called incursi ~ 

(what a s oft and mushy word compared to i nvasi on) had obviou s l y served 

its purpose; so it was allright for the racists to appear to bow to 

t he pressure of wor l d opi nion 9 and even to invite the member s of 

the Security Council to come and look. So what was th~ real purpose 

of the large-scale i nvasion which was launched again st Angola iuct on 

Tuesday of this week? Reports are that it was a heavi ly armoured 

force of between 40~000 and 50 , 000 men supported by in tense aeri a l 

a.ttacks by French-made Mirag~ fighter- bombers and South African­

assemble d Buccan:ee~ figh ter-bornbers and helicopter gun shi ps . The 

South African s themselves only admit to an i nvading force of 30 , 000. 

So even by their own self- serving figure it was no small 'incursion 1· .. 

And the point : Quite s i mply , to go on with the campaign of makin g 

it difficult to the point of i mpossibili ty for the MPLA government 

to manage the country which i n turn would lead to the collapse of 

MPLA. And i n Pretoria ' s grand design the coplapse of the MPLA should 
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le ad to the comin g to power 'o f a friendl y , non-Marxist, moderate ' 

group under the leadership of Jonas Savi mbi whose UNITA has been 

Sou th Africa ' s principal black ally in Angolao And , of course , if 

t here is a 'moderate' and friendly government in control in Angola 

the SWAPO freedom fighters of Namibia would not be allowed to 

hav e base-camps in Southern Angola and the South African racists 

would be i n a so much stronger position to wi pe them outo So t he 

ultimate target i n this particular case is the destructi on of Sam 

Nujoma's SWAPO forceso This was why the Soutn. Africans delibeEt~iJy 

scuttled that UoN . Conference on Namibia i n January of thi s year 

where q date for elections leading to i ndependence was to be agreed 

ono Wi th a new and much more friendly government i nstalled i n the 

United States , and knowing that SWAPO would win massively i n any 

free and f4ir U. No- supervi sed electi ons , the Sou1u Africans change d 

their policy: they wrecked the Geneva conferen ce; and t hey went 

back on the agreement they had worked out wi th the so-called • contact 

group' of f ive ves tern powerso Under that agr eement more or less t h e 

same processes which led to Zi mbabwe ' s i ndependence would have been 

put in motion under U. N. supervisiono An d when the South Africans went 

back on this agreement the UoSo , i r\Parti cular, seemed anxious to give 

i t supporto The invasion and violence of thi s week in An gola is no 

me re than a continuation of the new hardline policy de cided en after 

w 
the Rea9..n victory i n the U. So Marxi st Angola must be de strayed in 

order t hat SWAPO could be destroye d so that Namllbm a would remain 

securel y un der South Afr i can domi nanceo An d this 9 of cour se , f its 

i nto the overall Reagan- Hai gh foreign policy of c onfronti ng the 

communists .and the(1r friends wherever they are and beati ng them down o 

The r eal .'VI~ ;Il bh- thi s policy i s that :tk«:s:e: i n the Thi rd Worl d 
context i t _nearl y always equates f i ghti n g for freedom with commun i sm -
to the ulti mate advantage of the c ommun i stso Goodn igh to 
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Africa% the West: 
A Fallout between France & her Allies? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
August 26 , 1981, 6 ol0pomo 

Good evening: Ear lier this week the Qua; D' Orsay , t he French 

Foreign Mi n i stry i n Pari s 9 l et i t be known that Fran ce ' s Ambassador 

i n Sou t h Afri ca had gi ven up hi s efforts t o organ i se a un i ted prote s t 

by all t he Western dipl omats in South Africa against the forc i ale 
from 

r emoval of over one thousand Afri cans/a squatter set t lement near 

Cape '.I'own to the ari d scrubl ands of the 1'ranskei , one of the poorest 

of the so-called ::Bantustans o Amon g the more - than- one-tho'usand people 

who wer e forc i bl y taken into what would be described as ' i nternal 

exile ' i f it happened in the Soviet Un i on , were 470 women and 17 5 

children , more than half the total of those transportedo They were 

packed i nto trucks , driven to the borders of the Transkei and dumped 

to fend for themselves as best they cano I know the scr ublands of 

the 'rranskei, and scratchi ng any sort of livi ng from it i s harsh 

and savage for even the hardiest man; God knows how women and children 

would fareo An d it was to protest against this forced dumpi ng of 

these people that France ' s reprewen tati ve i n Pretori a tr i ed t o r ally 

the other Western di plomats and failedo The :British , the sen i or and 

leadi ng member of our Commonwealth , said that it would agre e -to the 

protest provi ded the other Western powers did so tooo The Ameri cans 

and West Germans flatly refused to have anything to do wi th any 

protest , so the ::Briti$h also refused o And so the French had to gi ve 

up the attempt : but the French let it be known t ha t they had made 

t he attempt o And how did the estern news media deal with it? Some 

of them carried the n ews of the French attempt, and fai l ure , in very 

low key and almost as though unrelated to that large expul s i on of 
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hwnan be i s __ on. tha uatter ettl men t o And yet , if you had 

had , say , a s i mi lar large-scale expulsion and transportation of 

over a thousand Russians , especially if they were Russian Jews~ 

or Poles 9 or Czechs, or Hungarians , or East Gerruans 9 Western news 

media reacti on would have been dramatically different , and the 

Wes tern response to the French inim:tai."tmve would have been very 

different indeedo The doubl e standard that is at work is glaring ; 

and i t may , in the ong run, turn out to be a major contributing 

factor to the steady erosi on of West European and American influence 

i n bl~ck Africao For t~ose who believe that everything can be dealt 

with by t h e use of muscle and mi ght such a lo s s of i nfluence may now 

seem not all that important; if you have guns and bombs and tanks 

you don•t need fr i ends 9 or so it seems . I am not so sure mys elf 

t hat the world' s gee- political power relati ons can be reso l ved on 

such simplisti c termso Guns and bombs and tanks kill, to be sure: 

but what h a ppens after all the k i l ling? \Vhat happens when the white 

South Africans can no longer enforce,d their Apartheid by the use of 

might? And what happens when the Ameri cans and the Russi ans l}ave 

punched themselves ou t on each other? The We st Europeans gen erally 9 

and the British particularly , whose dominance of the worl d seemed so 

fixed and permanent at one point , punche d themselves out on ea.ch 

other , and into second and thir d class world status i n something 

under f ifty years - between 191 4 and 1946 . Who says that American 
, so apparently permanent now , 

or Soviet or Western dominance/i s likely to be any more l ong-lived? 

Anymore permanent? The politic al wise men , those with a sense of the 

movement of history ~ , like the new French President and his new 

government , are begi nn i ng to look b e y ond the might of the gun and 

the bomb . And this could lead to a r eal fal l out between France and 

her allies as the Southern African cr i sis continues to deepen and to 
ga ther momen twno Goodni gh t " 
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Smerlisati on and Freedom of Cho i ce 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
August 24 , 1981 9 6 ol0p om 

Good even i ng : Ever since the National Family Pl anning Board announced 

that it would launch a vo l untary sterlisati on programme through its 

cli nics there has been persistent discussion of the matter; from 

time to time the discussion has become l oud , public , overt - as when 

ordinary people express t hemselves by way of the wel c ome . radi o outlets 

now available to t hem - more oft en i t has been subdued , carried on 

in small groups i n private plac es and from t i me to time on buses o 

And , generally speaki ng , the mood is negativ e , peopl e do not like 

the idea of sterlisati on , even with the word ' vo l untar y ' a t tached to 

i t o And now , over this past weekend 1 the Commit t ee of Women f or 

Pregress , has brought something of a po l itical di mens i on t o the 

discussion on voluntary sterli sati on o And one of the very i mportant 
/ 

po i nts the Committe e of Women for Progress makes is that sterilisati o,n 

i s i rrevers• b l e : on c e a person has been sterilised , it c annot be 

undone 9 the person stays steri l i s ed for life o So let us look at the 
woman 

c ase of a young/gi:xi: of , say 9 sixteen wh~ already has two or t hree 
time 

children and who has a h ard/i~ getti ng food fo~ herself , let alone 

her bab i es . If suc h a young woman went to a fam i ly p l ann i ng clin i c 

i n a mood of de spera tion i t woul d not be very diffi cul t for any 

he a l th worker to persuade her that she would be better off being 

sterilised , s i n c e one of her hopes for food and shelter may mean 

' p l easing ' one or a number of ' boyfriends ' o The i dea of sterili s ation , 

of be i ng free t o ' sport ' wi thout the rm sk of maki ng pickney , coul d 

even se em attracti ve in our very permi ss i ve envi ronment 0 And so , 
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under certain social and economic cir cumstances the six~een- year- old 
with three c h i ldren from three different fathers 
/ could be persuaded to voluntarily agree to sterlisa.ti ono The hard 

catch may be that five or six years down the road , when she is 

twenty- one or twBBty- two or older she may meet a man who van ts a 

stable and permanent family relationship and who may want a child of 

his own ma.king to cement such a relationshi po This kind of emotional 
any one 

need and desire is not restricted .:t:ancx1ud:;xi:z.:t.e:.ui: to/a special class of 

people onlyo And it is at that point that the young woman may turn 

around in bitterness and curse the Boar d and the system which had, 

for t he best reasons in the world , made it impo ssible for her to 

cement what looks like or could be a permanent and stabl e relationship 

by havi ng a c h i ld by a good mano hi d i n our soc i o- political system 

it is at least arguable that the denial of a basi c right of the 

citizen may be involvedo One of the cornerstone~ of our elective 

political system i s the right of the citizen to choose the government 

he or she wants; and inheren t i n t ha t r ight is the right to change 

his or her mimdo And so we c hoose one party to be the government for 

a period; and then we change our minds and turn them out and put in 

another party: we did that last October o T~be denied t he right to 

chan ge your mind, to say that you must live permanently wi th any one 

decisi on , is to totally change t he nature of our socio- politi cal 

systemo An~ sterilisation , be it voluntary on mom , denies the person 

concerne d the right to change her or his mind . Family planning , t he 

use of c ontracepti ves to control pregancy , does allow for the person 

to chan ge their mindso This , I suspect , is why the University Hospita J 

some years ago re portedly refused to ster i lise any young woman under 

the age of thirty unless the circumstances were exceptionalo I think 
any of 

we nee~ ~~- be v ery .w r ~ful not to tak e from/ our c itizens , no matter 
" ·- · '\u.~ e ~ l\.o..uc, . 

how ;po_or ., p :io ma tt er how depressed, the right to c hange the i r mi ndso 
Sterilisation would take away that r i ght 0 Goodnight 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



1) ePEC: Decli ne of the •oil weapon• . 
2 ) Li byan Planes Shot Down ; What Response? 
;) ~eit1m 9. bhc s,e abc d: 1' 11 d±J.. £? l 4111mld 9 ~ s~ ~-- ~~a- r. 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro adcast on Friday 
Augas t 21, 1981, 6 ·o 10pom 

Good ev-ening : The oil Minis ters of the OPEC countrie s now meeting 

in Geneva appeare d to have failed to agree on a .common b~se price 

for t h e oil t h e y sell to the rest of the worldo A maj ority. of the 

OPEC c ountries had sugge sted t hat t he base price should be $35- US 

a barrelo Saudi Arabia has r esisted t his and after intense negotiation f 

and consultations Uhe Sau di oil Mi~ister h as said t hat his c ountry 

~±. i s no·t prepare d t o agree to a basic price o f more t han $--r-us a 

barre l o An d t here t he mat ter s tood earlier to day o If there is to be 

any_ agreement by the OPEC oil countri es on a new base price it i s 

goin g to have to b e t hat Saudi . Arabia figure, bec ause the Saudis are 

t he single. ~ ost powerfu l member of OPEC o The y pro duce something of 

· t he order of 50% of all the OPEC oil and ~o they can effecti~ely 

i nfluence what happens on the world oil mar ke to For in stan ce, one of 

'the main reason? for the presen t glut on the "oil market was the 

Saudi decisionp to produce some ten million barrels of oil a day: 

the Saudis flooded the oi l mar ke t and sold . their oil at $32-US a 
• abo~e 

barreio The . other OPEC countri es so l d t he ir oil at /3-Ily t hi ng/lnm:.tw.Dtlltlli: . . 
• 
that figure , going as high as $40 and $42 a ba:rrelo So those who 

bought the oil n aturally bou ght t he 'cheaper ' oil from the Saudis 
then 

first and only/'topped ·up ' whatever they needed ±M fr om t he more 

expensi ve producers o The result was that the oil sales of the more 

expensive producers slumpedo Most OPEC members had to cutback on 

pEoduction as well as on t heir massive spending programme s based on 

oi l money o An d this, in tur n 9 h eld oil an d therefore energy prices 
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at reasonably stable levels - whi ch i s whi we have not had thewild 

and dramati c oil price surges of a few years ago over the last three 
wild 

years or so o Saudi Arabia has 9 single-handed , held back the/price 

i ncreases most of the other OPEC members wanted o And , of course , the 

meeti ngs i n Geneva this week were not only concerned with pr i ce; mu c h 

more i mportant for some countries was the · e:ff or t t o p er suade the 

Saudis to cutback on their level of oil pro ducti on because as long 

as the Saudis go on flooding the market with their oil it will be a 

buyers market and prices will go on being relatively depressedo And 

on this very i mportant aspect of the business - the cutting bac k of 

Saudi production - very li.t tle has so far been made publico So even 

if there is agreement to a ceiling of $34 as the base price for a 

barrel of oil , without a cutback in Saudi production the h i gh priced 

producers would still have to sell in a. glutted , buyers' market and 

so be at a relative disadvantageo Th Sau di s are 9 of course, a dopting 

this like as political one : they do not want any further ra.dicali satior 

of the Middle East ; and they see the UNited States as their best bet 

for counteri ng the Soviets penetrati ng the area; also , when those whom 

they see as the wild men of Arab politics have less oil money to play 

with they may be less inclined to finance Arab radicalism o Which is 

why I think there will be no United Arab re s ponse to the shooting down 

by the Americans of the two Libyan plane so So the OPEC I oil weapon' 

has been greatl y bluntedo ·And this morning's reported agreement under 

which Me xico will sell 110- mi lli on barrels of oi l to the U. S . for 

strategic sti ckpiling at about $32 a barrel, will reduce the OPEC 

oil weapon to near irrpotence . An d then, in the offing , there is the 

Soviet Union which is now the world's largest oil producers o When 

she sj;arts exporting on a large scale, and using oil as a Soviet 

' weapon' the world may enter yet another new stage of power playQ 
Goodnighto 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 

Wanted: A Schools Text on 
Marcus Garvey 

For broadcast on Wednesday 
August 19 , 1981 , 6 ol0pom 

Good even i ng : Throughout this week here in Jamaica we , or some of 

us , have been commemorati ng the 94 t h anniversary of the birth of 

N·ational . Hero Marcus Garvey o On the day itself , August 16th, there 

was an offi cie.l ceremony at Lawrence Park in Sto Ann ·' s Bay ; and since 

t hen lnhere have been a series of seminars and discussions on the life 

and work of the great mano People who lfnew ~arvey , people who worked 

with him and spoke with him , members of his organisati on , the 

Un i versal Negro Improvement Associati on - th~ UNIA , so:mm Garvey 

scholars from here and abroad , all came together to take part i n 

t his commemorati ve ceremonyo Garvey i s , after all~ the first of 

Jamaica's proclai med Nati onal Heroes which makes a ll thi s ceremonial a 

proper and fitting way of enlarging and enrich ing Jamaivan national 
national 

consciousness and self-respect: and/ c onsciousness and self- respect 

were perhaps the most i mportqn t qualities Garvey wanted to instil 

~n his pe_opleo An d yet , for all the ceremonial and for all the talk 

and fo r a ll the fine thoughts that -were expressed this week about 

t he man and his work , the ordinary , lftera te Jamaican citizen seems 
• 

to know very little r eally about Garvey as a person or about h i s 

ideasi except in the most general sort of wayo And one key reason 

for this , I suggest , is be caa e e there is no formal and official 

schools textbook in exi s tence here i n Jamaica about the life and 

work of Mreua s Garvey o So our children do not learn about Garvey 

or about his ideas as part o ifi there general educationo His l i fe and 

work i s not found in any l i terature setbook , or ±Kx &N~ as a history 

teNt or even as b i ography: i n short he is just no t part of the~ earning 

' 
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process of Jamaican school childreno An d the on ce- a - year ceremonies 

are not and n ever can be a :s«E.s: satifactory substitute for making 

the life and work of ll/1arcus Garvey an integral part of the cultural 

baggage of every J amaican s choo l b o y a.nd s chool g i rlo Until we do 

this fo r Garvey , and i ndeed , for a ll Jamaica ' s National Heroes 9 we 
i nterested JT\r 

are open to the char ge of being more/i:n:taxa■sa.li.a in u s ing ou ... r ati onal 

Hero es as se l f - serving s ymbols t han in spreading the knowledge of 

what they really were and what t hey really stood for: and thi s i s 
0,) 

parti cularl y so in t he case of Mf cus Garveyo Alre ady , a ll me,nner 

of poli tica.l animals have l aid claim to t h e Garve y legan y: and on l y 
most 

the/carefully researched truth about the man and his life , and t h e 

greatest possible knowledge about it all among t '&..1 ho can be 

de s cribe d as Garvey•s c hildren will protect the l e gacy from the 

cla i ms that are fraudulent o So an authoritati ve school s text on 

Garvey , comm i ssioned by the Mi nistry of Educ ati on for use i n all our 

s chools , i s a first e ssential o And this , I t hink , has to be done by 

a J emai can in order to se t Garvey i n the J amaic an con text o If an 

American were to do it the context and the per s pe c tive woul d be that 

of the blac k Ameri can; if an African were to do it t hat con t ext and 

perspe ctive would be African - for Garvey is , histori c allly , the most 
of this century 

un i versal black man/whose vision and teac hi ngs cut a cro ss nati onal 

boundaries : but he is Jamaica ' s Nationa l Her o so a Jamaic an wri ter 
very 

with/de e p roots here should put fuim i nto a Jamai c an context fo r t he 

present and comi ng gen eration s of Jamaican s c h oolchi l dreno There are 

many Jamai c an writers who could do a superb schools text on Garvey , 
my 

and the name of Vic Re i d come automati c ally t o/mind b ec ause he i s a 

uniquely Jamaican writer who al s o understands the Garv ey vi siono But9 

whoever writes it , let us have that schbols teM t on M rcus Garvey and 

so g ive G rvey ' s chil dren the tools with whi ch to fu lfil th~ eam 
GooB.nigh t 
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The Problem of Ideology & Perspective : 
1) Slavery in Ethippia 
2) Overthrowing of Unpopular Regimes 
3) Assault on Institutions 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
August 17 , 1981 , 6 al0p.m 

Good evening : Last Friday that old and venerable research organisa­

tion , t he London-based Anti-slavery Society told a United Nations 

panel on slavery sitting in Geneva that Ethiopia- was using slave 

labour o It said it had received i nformation that Ethiopian authorit­

ies had rounded ~p some 45 , 000 people to do forc ed labour in the 

north of the country; and it said that as a result o·f t his forced 

labour and the very har sh conditions under which the people had to 

work at least 1 9 626 of them had died; and it u r ged t he United Nations 

to call on the In tern a tional Labour Organisation to make a formal 

investigation of the charge . In response to this charge the Ethiopian 

ambass ador to the United Nations Ennppean Office asked the panel 

to i gn ore the report of the Anti- slavery society because it was based 

on information re ceived from sources which were against the Ethiopian 

government . We mus t all hope that the United Na tions will call on 

the ILO to investigate · this charge of slave labour in Ethiopiao And 

I personally hope that t he Jamai c an Government will lend its weight 

·to that call at both the U. N. and I.L.O . levels o Ethi opi a is of 

course not . the only place against which the charge of using slave 

labour has been made. Charges of ac t ual sla very , as well as of forced 

l abour , have been level~ed a ga i n s t a number of other countries in 

t h e Middle East and orth Africa. And when I was a youth growi ng up 
forced labour 

in South Africa , /was a commonpla ce. I remember the police swoopi ng 

down on an African v i llage a n d r oun ding up all the able-bodie d men 

and checki ng for t h eir Passes , those pieces of paper without which 
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a black man was automatically both stateless and guil ty o An d since 

each man had to carry several of these Passes there was nearly always 

one that was missing or out of order or out of date or not properly 
bundled 

endorsedo And so the men were/xlRlllocg in t o huge cattle trucks and 

driven off , not to be seen by wife or girlfriend or fr i ends and 

r e latives for a year or two or three , if at allo They were usually 
in small groups 

indentured/to remote whi te- owned farms where they worked for she l ter 

and keep and 9 if the farmer was k i nd , a few shilli ngs a month which 

was usually 'saved' for them until they were releasedo Others were 

kept as prison gangs breaki ng stone and buildi ng roads for t he stateo 

That is how it was when I was youn g in South Africao My information 

is that the system has been somewhat refined today , and is less 
based on the Passes 

obvious 9 bu t the system of for c ed labour/is still at work o So Ethi opi a 

is not alone o The difference is that Ethiopia under the men who 

overthrew Selassie ' s feudal state makes claimfs to being socialist 

and enlightened and a part of 20th century progresso And , i ron i call y 9 

pre cise l y because of its i deological posture 9 many people on the left 

who woul d normally denounce forced labour will somehow try t o defend 

it or excuse it or be silento In much the same way that many so- called 

believers in human rights on the right of the political spectrum 9 have 

been and conti nue to be silent about the forced labour in South Afri ca 

whi l e denouncin g t he Sov i e t u l a s o S tron g i de ologic a l commi tmen t 

to either the far right or the far left can lead to a most dangerous 

brand of political corrupti ono It can lead t h ose who clai ffi to beli eve 
sovereign 

in/s elf- determinati on for Jamaica to cal l f or outs i de i hterference 

to overthrow the government of Grenada for in s tan c e ; and it can lead 

progressives to being silent on iefens i ve about the f a ct that the 

people of Grenada have not yet been g i ven a chance to e .tipress themselve 

on the new regi me 0 And it can , for partisan reasons , lead t j a dan g erous 
savaging of such key in s tit:utions As the office of Chief Jusi ice . Good 
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1 ) Reviving the Economy 
2) The Dangers of Suppressing Di s sent 
3) Putting People at the Gen tre of Things 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
August 1 4 , 1981 , 6ol0pom 

Good even i ng : One of the more nagging difficulties we face in the 

current efforts to revive the Jamaican economy . is th.~. prevailing 

sense· of con"fusion among large numbers of us about ju~t what .is 
. . 

really hqppeningo We have been given figures . whi .ch show a decline 

in productivity in certain important sectorso These have then peen 

i mmediately contradicte by the presentation of . ~other set of 

figures to show that there . really had been no decline i ~ those se-ctors 

or , that if there had been any marginal decline it had been offset 

by increases in o'therso And these conflicting figures have usually 

been followed by the b a ckers of one set of figures launching rather : 

personal attacks questioning the moti ves and intentions of those 

who put forward the figures they object too And in this . welter of 

CO!]flic~ing figures and the politi cking and poli tricking around them, 

most of us are left i n a state of confusi on · and many of us are turned 

off and C?ll down a curse on both their houseso And this 9 wha~ever 

• 
else it is , c annot be good for the effort to revive the Jamaican . . 
economyo If it is true that it is going to .be the Jamaican people 

themselves who are going to have to put in the effort to revive the 
• 

economy , then the Jamaican people are going to have to b~ absolutely 

clear about the problem@ they face , the di mensions of those problems , 
t h ose problems , 

and what it is going to take to overcome/and what effort i s go i ng 

to be demanded of themo I thi nk that without this clari ty of persepct­

i ve i t wi ll be monumentally diffi cult , of not impo s sible , for the 

Jamaican people to c ope su~cessfully with their . 
economic problemso 
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It is a tru i sm that people , all people , usually cope better with 
thing 

matters that they undestando When you do not un der stand a/t:m:g thing 

you cannot understand i ts s i gn i ficance and you cannot know how best 

to handle ito In this sense 9 getti ng at the true facts is cri tical 

to the economic revivalo It seems to me that at the moment the true 

facts, whatever they are, are almost comple tely buried under the 

conflicting avalanches of self- serving interpretationso So 1 i sthe 

economy reviving? Or is it not? Was economic performance for the 

first five months of this year up or down compared with the same 

period last year? Sure ly , it should be possible to have agreement 

on the hard statistical facts even i i there is disagreement on the 
And those hard f a cts should be available to the people,simply & 

interpretationo / f).1 1 this 9 of course , assumes that the J ama ican people 

as the key producers of the national wealth, such as it is 9 are the 
on the other hand , 

ones who are going to solve the problem o If/the assumption is that 

somebody else is going to solve our problems for us , and that we 
more- or-less 

ourselves are to be marginal and/passive participants limited to 

carrying 

to know 

to deal 

out instructions 9 then it is not very i mportant for us 
and dimensions 

or understand the nature/of our problems and what it nee ds 
so nobody r ewlly needs to tell us all the hard truth; 

with them;;/after all , someone else will do it for us; all 

we must do is give them the mandate and l e en leave them to get on 

with t he job o And if they don 't deliver to our satisfaction then 9 

when t h e next elections come along, we will throw them out and try 

another lot~ And this 9 it seems to me 9 is at the heart of ecoomic 

dependen ce , this business of s omeone else solving your problems for 

you so it is not all that i mportant for you to be gi v en all the hard 

facts or for you to try and understand them and grapple with themo 

Until we break out of this one we will not break out of economic 

dependen ce 9 and economic revival and recovery wi l l continue t o be 

somebody else's business , somebody else ' s responsibili ty °)f~ M.<LJAt' 
~ ~ \Q.llh_ ~ vr 1 Goodn ighto j 
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1) IDlemically Treated Food Imports 
2) When Not to 'Hang Tough ' 
J) ~- 2 I I I Sf 81 @Jtziisf §J I jfjf J 

NEWS COlVIMEN~ARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
August 1 2 , 1 981, 6ol0pomo 

Good evening: The reports out of St o Thomas of the latest outbreak 

of food poisoning , and the reported statement by one of the govern­

ments medical officers that the illness experienced by the people 

was consistent with chemical poison ing , again raises the questi on 

of how to safeguard the Jamaican community from imported food which 
. 

has been tre.~ted with possi bly harmful c hemi cals o Fi ve years ago 9 

a l so in Sto Thomas , one Jamaican family# was almost completely wiped 

out by , losipg s ix members j°hrough the eati ng of i mported food 

which had been chemically contaminated. I still recall the shock 

and distress at the time , and the ~trong talk about the tightening 

up of in spection. So if the cause of this latest outbreak does turn 

out ,.t«+.mK on investigation ,to be chemically con taminated food 9 what 

has happened to t he inspection system which was suppo sed to have 

been tightening after the poisoning of five years ago? You cannot 

have a tight i n s pecti on sys tem only for as long as the event which 

highlighted its necesssity is i n the headlines, and then, when it 

is no longer ' hot news ' got back to things as they were before o 

Chemicals , some go od, some dubious , some downright dangerous are all 

being used by metro pmlmnan producers to protect their produce from 

pests and to give them as m.ang a storage life as poss i ble. And not 

all the metropmlmnan countries have the same strict rules about 

the use of chemical preservati ves and pestici deso So it is up to 

f~~a Jamai can health authorities , at all time~ , to ensure that 
'( 

whatev~ 

is brought i n i s not a heal th hazardo Thi s is our responsibili ty 9 not 

somebody else'so So let ' s make that t i ghtened- up inspection a 
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permanent thing , before we have a lar.ge- scale disaster i n which 

hundreds may dieo We have been relatively lucky this far ; let us 
relative 

not push our/good lucko Next , di d you see where Britain ' s Pr i me 

Mi nister MargarEili Thatcher has announ c ed that her government will 

c ontribute £27-mill ion or $48- million- U. So to help the loca l 

government authorities to repai r the damage caused by last mon t h's 

riotingo Esti mates of the total cost of the damage to t he Briti sh 
riots 

cities hit by the/mam:xg i s £45- million ster l i ng or $80- milli on U. S . 

So , for Mrso Thatcher' s government , and for the British lo c al govern ­

ment authorities - and therefore for the British taxpayer - t he cost 

of Mrs . Thatcher ' s toughness is coming h i gho If Mr s o Thatcher had 

spent half that amount of money on job- creating programmes , i t i s 

at leas t arguable that last month's riots may not have happened or 

may not have been on quite suc h a des tructive s c ale o So n ow she and 

the local authorities have to find this k i nd of money for a repair 

job when they said they could not or would n o t f i nd i t for what shoul d 

and could have been both economicall y and socially more produc tiveo 

1'here are times when national leade? mus t ''hang tough' i n order to 

bri ng home the reality of a s ituat ion to their peopleo At such times 
of the moment 

they must endure the unpopularity/i n expectation that the rightness 
be understo o d 

of their stand will/~x:.btg later . And 9 alway s 9 when ' hanging tough' 
cost 

they mu s t ensure that the/~xi«R of hanging tough will not outweigh 

t h e likely future benefits: and this is a thing of judgement and of 

'feel' which is what leadershi p is all abo uto To hang tough and then 

have to pay more than you would h ave i f you had not hung tough , i s 

bad poli tic al judgemen t, bad leadershi p a It is being very costly to 

Mrsa Thatcher and the British taxpayers o Mr . Reagan , as Governor , 

hung tough i n Cali fornia and forced state gov ernment employees to 
back away from t . . o The co st was worth it then a Will i t be 
the same when -llii: [#etraffic controller affair i s over? Goodnight 
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The Arms Rae e & the Neutron Bomb 

NEWS COMMEN '.EARY 
For broadcait on Monday 
August 10 , 1981 , 6 ol0p om 

Good even i ng: American President Ronald Reagan ' s weekend announce­

ment that t he Uni te d States will, after all, go ahead with the 

producti on of the so-called neutron bomb has sent sho ck waves 

reverberati ng through all the world f s political and military nerve­

centreso First reaction from America ' s Western allies has , generally, 

been rather guan:rle.do Soviet reaction P on the other hand , has been 

predictably hot and angry and violently hmstile o The Russians 

described t he Americ an decisi on as a "step "designed to bring the 

world closer to a nuclear catastrophe''., And they descri be the new 

weapon as "the most inhuman type of weapon of mass ann i hi l ation " o 

And the anEi-war groups , worldwide , have started to mobilise for 

what is almost certain to be a worldwide campaign against the neutron 

bombo Such a campai gn may create some problems for the Soviet Union 

which has already said that it would have to respond to the cha llenge 

posed by the American dec i sion to produce t he neutron bomb : f 6r the 
~ 

only meaningful response would be for the Soviets to produce their 

own version of the neutron bombo And i f both super- powers are 

producing the neutron bomb then the anti-war movement will either 
hyppcracy. 

have to target bo th America and Russ i a or stand ac cused of/kj~«xaz~ 
America ' s 

So the politicall y motivated screams against/xx« neutron bomb may 

be short-lived if the Soviets deci de on a socialist neutron bomb to 

counter the capitalist neutron bombo As far as the rest of us , the 

non - aligned of the world and those wi t hout the technology to pr oduce 

this new refi nement i n death-dealin g , are concerned the ideology of 

t he neutron bomb is cold comforto What i s depressingly certain is 
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that thi s l a test deci sion i s bound to s t ep u p t he already gallopi ng 

arms r a c e o A r e cent issue of Ti me Magazine 9 the issue of July 27 th 9 

had a chart· comparing the growth of Ameri can and Sovi et arms between 

1976 and this year 1981. In 1976 the Americans had an almost three 

t o one lead over t he Sovi ets i n strat egic nuc l ear warheads ; today 

the lead has been dr amaticall y r educed even though the American still 
nuc l ear 

have n early 1, 000 more such/warheads o In nuc lear l aun chers , i n 

submarines , i n large warshi ps , i n ar tiller 1, in combat a i rcraft 9 t h e 

Sovie t s are ahead of the Ameri canso And i n tanks the Sovi et superinritJ 

is massive : they have 48 , 000 tanks t o the American ' s 11 , 5600 And i n 

manpower you have 4 08- mi lli on Sovie t soldier s to America's 2o-mi l lion~ 
orrlJ(l i ssi on 

One i mp ortan t /from thi s chart however i s the s i ze and s trengt h of 

t he for ces of America ' s NATO alli eso It can be argue d that the same 
. s· .u 

point can be made about the Sovmmt 's War.aw Pac t all ieso Bu t there are , 
l -

I suggest, pr ofound qualitative differences o Still, on t he face of ~r 
the Sovie t s appear t o have the edge i n fi re power over the American so 

an t i-Sovie t 
An d in the ki nd of/ Cold War climate now being generated by t he Reagan 

Adm i nistrati on , that edge i n f i repower is a deadly threa t that has 

to be neutrali sed as quickly as possi bl eo So why not t his ' clean ' 

neu tron weapon whi ch kills by radi ati on which can penetrate bui ldi ngs 

and steel and kill the people i n t hem wi thou t damagi ng the buildi ngs 

or the machines o Wi th such a weapon you can , i n one fe ll stroke , 

neutralise the mas s ive tank superi orityo Thi s is the logic a behi nd 

t he Reagan decisi on to produce the neutrom bomb o What i t doe s not 

se em to have a l l owed f or is the Sovi ets also producing that weapon 

and capping it wi th something even worse o And of course 9 when you 

have t h i s scale and X.J1!11 qua.l i t y of ar mi ng by two s i des each of which 

f ears and di s trusts and sees the other as the devil, t hen the time 

when they u se th9se weapon s , i n self- defence of c ourse , is not t oo 
far away o And they/\ a.re a ~ mi nori t::r of the human race O Goodnigh to 

.~ L4 i---)._~}frl_ 
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UoS/ Air Traffick Controllers,( Strike : 

NEWS COlYlMEN TARY 
For broadc ast on Fr ida y 
Augu s t 7 9 1981, 6 ol0pom 

Some Lik ely Con sequence s 

Good even i ng : The stri ke of Amer i can a ir traffi cX controller s , 

whi c h started a t the beg i nning o f t h is week , now looks like 

developi ng i n to a most interesting test of wi l l s and of strength 
the Administra tion 

between/n«a±«RXX Re a g an/an d secti ons o f t h e Ameri c an l abour move-

ment o The first thing to note is that the a i r traffi c controllers 

i nvolved in this stri ke are Federal government empl oyees , and such 

government empl oyees i n the United States are fo r bidden by law 

to str i k eo So when negotiati on s for a new wage c on tract between 

the Federal Aviation Admini s trati on , on behalf of the government , 

an d the Profe ssional Ai r Traffic Controllers 0rgga isa tion , on behalf 

of the controllers , broke down t h ere were only two possi ble ways 

out of the i mpasseo The workers could accept the g overnment offer, 

whi c h was a wor l d awa y from what they had demanded , or t hey could 

break the law and stri ke o Their professional organisati on dec i ded 
are an overwhelmi ng 

on · str i ke a c ti on and i ndi cati ons so f ar/±.s: t ha t Jl maj ori tyof the 

13 , 000- odd c ontrollers were firm l y behi n d their organisati on o The 

government reacted fi r mly and for e efullyo President Re agan h i mself 

announ c e d a deadline by whi ch the s tr i kers had to return ~o wor k or 

face dism i ssalo All t he power o f government pressure and governemn t 

propaganda wer e a et loose agai nst the stri k ers . But when t h e deadline 

passed the strike s t i ll held , with the gove r nment si de c a i i1 g t at 

~ 
~ one thou ~and controllers h a d gone bac k to work but wi th the 

uni on spokesman sayi ng on l y abou t 400 workers had gone ba c ko But 
p 

w~ h er it is 400 or 1 , 000 it i s a very small number indeed outof 

l J , OOO o So the strike was h oldi ng and the President had to make go o d 
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on his di smissal threato And• so dismissal notices started go i ng 

out by posto Latest reports are that w~«x somewhere i n t h e regi on 

of 5 , 000 such notices have gone outo Bu t i t is go~ng to take at 

least a month for the dismissal pro cess to be completed . So what 

happens in the meantime? The government is deployi ng air traffic 

controllers from t he army and scali ng down some of the operati onso 

Government spokesmen claim that a i r traffi c i s operati ng at 75% of 

normalo The airlines,on the other hand , t alk of losses of $35- million 

a day , and of travellers avoidi ng air travel in large numberso · .And 

the official thi nki ng i s said to be to hang tough until the strike 

i s busted by what i s known as decertificati on - whi ch i n effec t i s 

t he equivalent of our loss of bargai ning righ t so At first blush it 

did in fact look as t hough IVIro Reagan had the ne cessary muscle to 

bust what was , after all 9 an illegal stri keo The courts i mposed 

heavy f i nes on t he union 9 its leaders and stri king members o The 

rest of t he American lebour movement seemed stunned i nto i mmobility ; 

and then, very slowly, the AFL- CIO gave its backi ng to the striki ng 

controllers , partly , I th i nk , because other un i on-represented govern­

ment employees like the 200 , 000- strong American Federati on of 
own 

Government .Employj es saw it as threaten i ng their/interests as wello 

The American Federation of Government Employees i s currentl y maki ng 

no headway in its negotiati ons with the government for new contractso 

If the union of the ai r traffic c ontrollers is busted today , what i s 

to prevent the American Federation o~ Government Employees bein g 

buste d tomorrow? And so the concerns in the labour movement are 
earlier 

widen i ngo And/today we had the neww that the International Federation 

of Air Tr affi c Controllers may be advisi ng all its affiliates not 

to provi de 

t he Reagan 

t fu eir services to American a.ir c::r;:afto If thi s were to happen 
~ ~ ~ 

hand on thi s tt may turn out1 not as s~rong as it ; seemed , 
ma er I- Goo dn i ghto /.. 
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1) The Gambia and Senegal 
~ )- -I~an : .The Bc v. elnti.011 Oen0ur;uws · i I s oiiffl 
3,.) New Mo1Le s iB Soutooia.r~=-A-~a 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
August 5 9 1981 , 6 olOpom 

Good even i ng: While we in Jamaica were preoccupied with the 

celebrati ng of the nineteenth anniversary of Jamaican independence 

much was going on i n the outside worldo In the tiny West African 

republi c of the Gambia , which became independent in 1965 , a short 

three years after J. amaica became in de pendent, a reportedlj bloody 

little coup attempt was launched last Thursday while the President 

was in London for the royal weddingo Other and perhaps wiser heads 

of unstable governments hAd sent t heir wives or their deputies to 

repres ent them in London : the Gambian President did not so the 

political dissidents seized on his absence to make a grab for power o 

It looks as though they have failed , thanks mainly to the i ntervention 

of Senegal , which sent in half of its army to put down the coup " If 

Senegal had not done this the popularly elected government , which has 
, under the same leader , 

been in power/continuously since independence , and which had won 

each successi ve general election with i ncreased majorities , would 

have been overthrown and elective democrac y would have come to an end. 

But that raises the i nteresting questi on: What k i nd of a democracy is 

it which has to he supported and kept i n power by outside mi l i tary 

force? The answer to this , I think , i s what makes the G mbi a such a 

very special c aseo If you look at a map of the West coast of Afr ica 

you will see that except for its short c oast l i ne the Gambi a i s 

entirely surrounded by Senegalo You will see too that the Gambia Ri ver 

one of the finest waterways i n West Africa , i s the dom i nant feature 

of the Gambiao In fact , what is now the Repub11.· c of the Gambi a was 

created by the British way back in 1588 in order to exercise control 
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ov er that great waterway which cu t l i ke a broa d f i nger near l y JOO 

mi les inland and on which the ships of the times could sai l. almost 

all the way·o That riv er was of crucial importan c e i n the European 

scramble f or Afr i ca of the time; and in that wcrrunble the French 

he l d on to wost of the land , whi c h is now Senegal , but the Briti sh 

c oul d not be dislodged from the great river and the stretch of land 

on either s i de of i t o And so a major~ty of t h e people of moder n- day 

Senegal are of the ol off tri be , and a majority of the people of the 

Gambia are also of the same Woloff tri beo Bu t for the divisi ons 
what is now 

imposed by t h e European colon i sers/Senegal and and what i s now the 

Gambi a would have been one ge ogr aphic whole : the Wolo ffs of both 

speak the same language ; so do the Fulan i s ; so do the Mandi ngo o Only 

t he offi cial l anguages are different : Fren c h i n one instanc e ; Engli sh 

i n the _other o Apart from the great r iver , the Gambi a i s poor i n ~ 

natural resourc e~ . The groundnut or peanu t i s its mai n c r opo And al thou, 
square 

i t has a land ar e a mf 4 , 003/miles (whi ch is not very muc h smaller than 

Jru:nai c a) i t has a populati on of less than half a milli on peopleo The 

events o f these past few days have dramati sed the arti fi c iality of 

the i mposed s e paration , whi ch b o thi the Senegalese and the Gambians 

have rec ognised s i nce as far b a ck as 1963, when they joi ntly i nvi te d 

the Un ited Nations to send a team of experts to adv ise on futur e 

poss i b l e links between the two o The Gambian government then sa i d that 

i t wanted union with Senegal provi ded i t could retai n a consi derable 

degree of au t onomy as well as i ts association with Britai n and the 

Comm on weal.tho At that time the great Leopo l d Sanghor 9 who fe l t as 

s t rongl y about Senegal ' s associati on with Franc e , was Pre 8 ident of 

Senegal o Senghor is now off the scene o Dawda (formerly Davi d)Jawara 

has just been saved from a c ou p , not by the British or the Commonw~a ltl 
~.si--

but by h i s h i stori c k i no So perhaps the l ong-talked off wi l l c ome 
out of t he need to survive o Go odnight ~ 
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1) Our Water Troubles 
2 ) The Present State of the JOS 
3) On Becoming Obsessed 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For bro a dcast on Fr i day 
July 31, 1981, 6 o10 pom 

Good even i ng : The Independence weekend is on us and the J·amaican 

community approaches t h e 19th anniversary of J amaican independence 

in wha t c an only be described as a very mi xed mood indeedo That 

sense of purpose and unity we had , most of us , hoped for after 

last October ws elections has not , so far , manifested itself 0 To 

be sure the festival activities of this week have gone a long way 

~oward mu ting the t h ings that divide and accen ting the things that 

uniteo And, but for that unpleaf t outburst of nasti ness i n 

parliament t his week 9 even the political scene has been relati vely 

subduedo The worryi ng thi n g about what happened i n Parliament , for 

me at least , i s t hat the substance over which that row flared up 

may be completely lost under the heat and fury o f the row itselfo 

And the substance , ·1est we forget , concerned the question about 

t h e conduct of some members of the police f orce; and this is a 

matter that is of serious publi c concern with which we do not waf} t 

to pl ay parti s an politi cs o The police , and the building u p and the 

maintai n in g of goo d relations between the public and the police 

are critical to the pe a ce and order of the society : so we want to 

eliminate anything which undermines such good re l ati on s , and s t ren gth­

en anything which reinforc e s t h emo And s coring par t isan points - no 

matter who does it - i s not t h e way to achieve this end o Still, i t 

does promi se t o be a politicall y peaceful l ong Independence weekend . 

I hope 9 to o, that ou~ water problems , especially in t he Corporate 

Area. will be greatly eased after to day ' s meetingo The KSAC ' s rural \# 

I) l 
water suppl y has not been much better of ls te than t h e Wa ter Comrni s ~i d 

'--' 
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Some of us up in the hills of West Rural StoAndrew who are supplied 

by the KSAC have for weeks had long stretches of be i ng without 

wa;er and then , when it finally came had only a trickleo And 

to compound this, t h e KSAC, which h a d not sent out water bills for 

this year so far , then insti tuted a programme of lock-offso If 

a water worker had not told me t hat we were on a lock-off list 

we may have had to spend this Independence wekka~ d without watero 
last year ' s 

And the funny thing is that the/amount for whi ch my supply would 

have been locked-off had been paid and I had the receipts to prove 

ito So I went down to the offices and my name was remove d from the 

listo I wonder how many other people were i n similar situation and 

are now without watero I thi nk the Local Government Mi nistry could 

eliminate this k i nd of mix-up by having l ock-off lists (with lock-off 

dates) displayed at post offi ces and postal agencies so that people 

could have a little advance noti c e , either to pay up or to prove 

that they have already done soo Just cutting off people ' s water 

without notice i s bad enough ; i t is made worse when it turns out that 

the authorities are at fault o Do better than that o Another worryin g 

thing is the claim by JOS supervisors that t h e company is gri nding to 

a hal t o Some of us have warned the JOS workers and their un i6tj s for 

years of this possibility , and they i gnored our warnings and squeezed 

the milch cow dry without thought for the morrow o Now the morrow is 

here o An d still they blame each other for what is wrongo It is a sad 

situati on for the travelling public who deserve and have pai d for 

better o What happens now is anybody ' s guess : what is for sure is the 

endless subsidy can't go on o And finally , I sometimes wonder how our 
... 4- oA_-o:;U 
~ d trenchant columnist would fare if he did not ride other 

leech 
coattails and leee.h)'i off other folk ' s worko Pe a ce and love and have 

a go o d lon g Indepedence Weekend o Goodnight 
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NEWS COM1V;EN '.L1ARY 

1) The Royal Wedding: A News Spectacular 
2 ) Ban i sadr Escapes the Mullahs 

3) Youth Unemployment i n Bri tain 

For broadc ast on Wednesday 
July 29 9 1981 , 6 ol0p om 

Good evening : News is what happens : and that royal wedding which 
on e 

took place in London earlier today was the/happening which has 
pri mary 

c ommanded the/attenti on of almost all of the world ' s news outlets 

t o day o So , like i t or not , approve of it or not , that wedding is 

today ' s number one news story , oveEsha dowing everything else that 

happened in the world todayo In other c ircumstapces I thi nk the 

successful e spape of former Iranian President Abo l hassan Banisadr 

to France , where he has now been granted politic a l asyl um , would 

have been today ' s major news stor y : it is c ertainl y more i mpor tant , 

politicall y , than any wedding n o matter how royal o But that wedding 
news 

i s 1 because it has been nurned into , the world ' B number one/story 
spe c ial 

today o We wer e t old by the BBC ' s own/commentator that 7 50- mi llion 

people a ll over the world were watc h i ng the tele c ast and li s tening 

to the radio broadcast of that wedding while it was taking place in 

Londono I don't know how they 
,(~; 

arr i v e at that eutac t figure of 7 50-
( 

mill i on but if they are c orre c t then something in excess of one- fifth 

of the entire human race must have watched and listened to the broad­

cast of that weddi ng ceremony o And that is a ma ssi ve au dience by any 

measure you care to useo But f or me person a l ly by far the most 

impor tant aspect of this entire matter was the extraordinary quali ty 

of the produ c tion at every leve l o Those o f you who watched the 

ceremony on t e levi sion this morn i ng must have b e en struck by the 

startling c lari ty of t h e pic tures and by the obvi ously supa rb quali ty 

of the te chnology that made possible the 
i nstant transmiss i on f 0. 
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managed 
that masterly/spe c tacle across thousands of miles , so that you 

could even see the twi t c h of a person ' s f ace four thousands mi les 

a way and as it happened o What if that wonderful techno l ogy 9 or 

at least part of it , were to be put to other and more sociall y use-

f u l and creative pu rposes? What if those wonderful sc i entific 

skills , that abi l i ty to t r ansmit s ound and i mage , were empl oyed to 

i nstruct the drought-s tri cken nomads of the Sahel h ow t o r esis t 

and ±axaw force bac k the creepi ng desert ; or t each t he Afri c ans on 

the vast grassl and plains how to produc e more and better food ; and 

how t o f i ght the many diseas es of ignon an c e and povertyo As far 

as I know Indi a is the only country maki ng serious efforts to put 

this kind of h i gh level , high quality , methods of communicati on 

to serious so c ial use for the common goodo El sewhere i n the worold , 

and espec iall y amorjg those who have thi s tenhn ol ogy i n abunaane e , 

i t is being used pri marily for sport , light entertai nment and as 

the vehic le for selling those things the developed worl d wants to 

un load on the Third World . Please don' t get me wrongo I am not 

quarrelling with sport or light entertainment or t he Big Se l lo All 

I am saying is that i n addi t ion to these this great te chnology shoul d 

also be used to bri ng socially useful help and instruction to that 

three- quarters of rnakki nd who are i n desperate needo The catch is 

there a.re no sponsors for that type of programme , whi c h is why t he 

'.I.'hird World is pressing for a New Information Order , which would put 

at least part of t hat great technology we saw in use at that wedding 

t h is morning . t o the service of the poor and the dispossessed of the 

eartho An d of course , one uneasy backdrop to this morn i ng ' s spec t acle 

4nd one which made many people sigh with relief when the drive i n 

the open a arri a ge wa s over , was the fear of rioti ng by unemployed 
youn g people 0 The government t h ere seems belate dly to be relaxing its 
stiff-necked moneta rismo I hope we get the me ssa g e o Goodni ghta 
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Indepen dence eek , 198l: 
Divided & Expl oitedo 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro 8 dca~t on Monday 
July 27 , 1981 , 6ol0pom 

Good even i ng: We are a t the start of another Independ~nce Weekj 

celebrati on whi ch wi ll reach its climax next Monday , August 3r d, 

with observati on of the 19th ann i versary of Jamai c an Indepe.arlea ceo 
many 

Ye s terday/mm.st of our churches throughout the country held Indepen den 

ce Anniversary Thanks g i ving servi ces , and at one of those services, 

at the Coke Memorial Methodist Church here i n Kings ton , the Anglican 

Bishop of Jamai ca , the Rev Neville Desouza , spoke about i ndependence 

and divi sion and exploitationo He said there could be no true 

independence if the nati on was divided and exploitedo He said 

wherever people are so divi ded that the privileged and the under­

pri v i leged are oppose d and in conflict there can be no integr i tyo 

He said there were many J amaicans who have rejected the possibi lity 

of a J amaican cul ture and who have assi mila ted the cultures of 

other places and other spheres of influenee o And he said culture is 

the values people live by , as they will live with the realities of 

their environments . And the reali ty of our environment (and please 

note I am paraphrasing and not quoti ng Bi s hop Desouza) i s thatwe will 

have to reckon with those who have power and who would like t o 

perpetuate and extend tha t power and dominanceo And so , for our 

independen c e to be meaningful and real the nation mu s t put an end 

to t h e divisi on and the exploi tati on o The hard questi on raised by 

Bishop DeSouza ' s very timely call i s : How do we stop the div ision? 

How do we emi the exploitation? Between Ind~~endence Week l ast year 

and Independence Week thi s yearj much ha s changed and much remains 
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the sameo Thi s time last year the Jamaic an society was in the gri ps 

of a terrible bloodletting: guns barked nightly and people , especiall y 

in the ghe tto areas , lived and worked and sle:t i n fear because our 

democratic politics had turned savage and brutish and violent and 

the political gun had become the substitute for the political debate; 

and even journali s t s had fun c tioned as verbal assassins of the 'enemy ' o 

We had adopted the to tali tari a.n con cep t of the ' enemy' as someone 

to be wiped out by any and all means ; 4n d any and all means were 

justified in the drive for power o Now , a. year later , there is blood­

letti ng of a lesser an d different kind o The political guns are silent; 

the fear is reduced; but the tension and uncertain seem to lingero 

The hopes and expectations which led to the democrati cally carried 
political 

out/changes of last October seem to be evaporatingo An d sti l l people 

seem to look to one man to do for them what they must really do for 

them3elveso The myth that this or that political party , that this or 

that leader , that this or that class , can solve the nations problems 

persist and has , since this time last year , been reinforced by the 
In this respect we are worse off than we were this time laf 

super- myth that the Americans will solve our problems for uso /Je aroWe 
harsh 

still try to evade the/truth that only we can solve our problems - and 

even with the best help of our friends we must do ito So for all the 

loan inflows our economic independence has been diminmshad and the 

well- stocke d supermarkets are cold comfort to those who canno t buy 

what they have . There are , relati vely , more unemployed now than we had 

this time las t yearo And we are yet to l earn the painful lesson that 
win or so ¾.I 

just as you cannot/borrow your troubles away ,/you cannot vote themL-J 
You may vmte for new policie s and directi on but you still have to work 

to make them succeed . This time last year Community En terpriseOrganis 

~ti ons held a very f a int promise of economic democracyo In this 

Ind~pendence Week, t here i s great uncertainty and a disturbing 
ambivalence about where we are and what we are ato Goodnight 9 
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1) How to Stop a Strike 
2) Lay-offs at Guiness , Coca Cola 
3) Un employment : A Dangerous '.ri me- bomb 

NEWS CONIME!i"TARY 
For broadcast on Fri day 
July 24 , 1981 , 6 ol0 oPom . 

quick 
Good evening : The/end of the strike by eng~ eers and supervisors 

of the National Water Commission i s , I thinkqi an objecct lesson 

on how to stop a strikeo Here you happen to have a government 

~inister who happens to understand the psyc hology of -the workers , 

and who was prepared to move quickly to get workers and management 

to talk -face-to-face , even if it meant an all- night session , and 

who was prepared to be reasonable and c onciliatory rather than 

big , s t r ong , t ough and officious. And so what c ould in other 

c ircumstances have turned M«.t into a long drawn out affai r ended 

as one of the shortest strikes we have had in an e s sential utility 

in a very long time . I think the Mi nister of Lo c al Government 

deserves great credit for the speed and good sense with whi ch he 

handled this particular situation , as well ms for how he handl ed 

t he brewi ng water t r oubles in Montego Eay a day earl iero Let us 

hope that others , both inside and outside the governmen t, learn 

this lesson and take a leaf from Nir. Charles' book when they are 

faced with 1fabour problems. Worker do not , generally , resort to 

strik e ac t ion or ev en t he threat of strike acti on lightl y or 

fr i vol ously; they are not , as some would have us believe , the pawns 

of political subversives usin g the s trike weapono They are , generally , 

sober and sensible people who have , or who sincerely beli evej they 

have , some legitimate gr i evance. And getting tough or threaten i ng 

people who are already embattled and who feel their cause is just , 

is not the best way to a chieve i ndustri al peace and harmony ., The 

best way - and Mr o ¥i lliam I s aacs s h owed u s this during t h e l i fe of 
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t h e previous regime , and Mro Pearnel Charles i s showi ng now - i s 

t h e wa y of ~eas on and conciliati on and of treating the workers aw 
. . 

sober and responsible peopl e worthy of respect and serious consider-

ation even when there is disagreement with themo The sooner the 

'get tough' joh~ n i es on the other side of the in dustr i a l relations 
un derstan d 

scene/thi s cardinal point, the s ooner will in dustr ial peace an d 

harmony be come reali tieso There is no way that anybody in today" s 

J ama ica is going to bully or threaten or frigh ten Jam a ica ' s organised 

labour movement i nto cowe d suft:nnissiono Indeed , such a sta te of things 

would not even be in the interes t of greater productivity or the 
Le;.. 

turning around of the e conomy; a sullen, disconf ed work force with 

a s ense of griev ance i s most unlikely to be very produc tive; i t will 

only do as little as i t has to for as much as it c an geto Lik e the 

other sectors in the s ociety , like the investo~ , the savers 9 the 

merchants and manufac t urer s , r1"1;. ~ t motivated by incentive s of 

one kind or ano t hero On e of our major problems i s that while we have 

incentives for t he se o ther sectors we are askin g the workers to hold 

strain and , i ndee d , to a ccept more unemployment and re ducti on s in 

t h eir living standards. Just today some 213 work ers were lai d off 
army of the 

from two bottling compan i es to join the growin g ranks of the/unemploye d 
a ssumes any respon s i b i l ity fo r 

Who/Nwaa t h o se worker s and that vast and growin g army of unemploye d? 

Does the society have any obliga tion to give them a c han ce to e arn 
There was a ~ 

an h onest l iving?/i.xxxN±xiNi.x[ when i t seemed to , a time when the 

Mini ster of Labour even talked about some form of job s haring. What 

has come of that talk? The ranks of t h e unemployed keep growing and we , 

a s a s ociety,do nothing about it at our own soci a l peri lo For 

unemployment i s a dangerous s oc ial t i~e-bomb that ~ expl ode if i t 

is not defused. An d not even armie s have be en abl e to contain that 

k i nd of so c ial explosiono Goo dnight. 
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The Economics of Survival: 
End of the Politica l Honeymoon? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
July 22 , 1981, 6ol0p.m 

Good evenin g: Tpe President of the Jamaica Exporters' Association 

yesterday revealed that there had been a drop of 708 % in Jamai c an 

exp~r ts during the first five months of this yearo And Mr. Vaswani 

predicted t ha t for the whole of 1981 we were like ly to end up with 

a total drop in exports of 5%o And this, he reportedly said, was 

the first decline J amaica ' s exports have shown since 19760 And 

this, how~ver you look at it , is a bad omen for t he projected 3% 
the 

real growth i n/Financi a l Year 1981/82 set out in the government's 
' . . 

Economic Policy Memorandum to the I . MoF . In fairness, though, let 

us note that the Memorandum said; " With the plant and equipment 

now in place , real grW'G th of 3 per cento can be a chieved in FY 

1981/82 11
0 So there was no statement that such _growth will 

f_; 
be achieve , 

oniy that it can be achievedo Indications now are that we are 

unlikely to reach t hat tentative targeto And if it is something 
as recently as 

which was seen as achievable/in March and April of this yea~, why 

does it now , a s cant. three months later, seem so unlikely of achieve­

ment? Partly , ~ suggest , becau s e all of us, in our different ways, 
wishful 

have become the victims of our own/ propaganda . The private sector 

wanted to be ' freed up' after the years ol regulation and restraint 0 

But being ' freed up', for them 9 did not mean the freedom of having 

to compete wi th trailer-loads o goods from countries which produce 
I 

for much larger markets and which can therefore treat u s as something 

of a dumping ground for their surplusses : be i ng 'freed-up' meant, 

i deally , an end to regulation and restriction but a 
CHm t:m.tJue d 
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protected market , and all the foreign exchange needed , without 
unionised 

too many questions o The/workers for their part wanted to be 

' freed' from the shortages and the scarcities and the shrinking 
their 

buying- power of/wages: they wanted more goods i n the shops and 

supermarkets; more wages and greater fringe benefits for roughly 
had 

the same level of perfDrmance and output as they/ ka:xR given during 

the past regime; and they wanted job security, and all the social 
to 

serviceso And all of us looked/the government or to somebody else 

to turn the economy around for us o And , indeed , the government 

itself seemed to thikk , or behaved as though it thought 9 that once 
dealt successfull y with the IMF and 

it had/freed-up the economy its major job was done and that it was 

up to the private sector to create employment opportuniti eso The 

government ' s only major other task , it seemed, was to attract foreign 

i nvestment 9 an d for thi s and for the IMF we nee ~ o have a workforce 

that is not qui te as mi li tant about i ts rights as is our present 
( 

un i onised workforceo Put all these toge t her and you come up witha 

l ocal private sector which sees itself under pressure and whi ch is 

not too happy : sales are down; c onsumers are not buyi ng or buying 
I 

foreign; there is a meat glut; expo~ts a.re down; production i l down; 

foreign exchange is shorto You have/workforce that feels embattled 

and jumpy and ready to flex i ts musc l e at the first hint of provoc­

ation . And you have a government obsessed with being sabotaged and 

destabilised o All not very different from how it was i n the last 

two or three years of the previ ous regimeo So we have an unhappy 

private sector ," an unhappy work forve, a not too happy governmen t, 

and a not happy general populaceo Whatever else t his mi x i s : i t is 

not conducive to the k i nd of human effor t that is needed to turn the 

e c onomy aroundo All it is is ~he end of the pol~ l ~ oneymoono 

Now we need to settle down -and tackle our problemsl!'ealistically· 
the Americans cannot do it for us , nobody else cano When do we b~gin? 

Goodnigh 
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Agrmcultural Produc tion 
& Pri ce Supports 

NEWS COlVllVIEN 11ARY 
For broadQast on Monday 
July 20 , 1981 , 6ol0pomo 

Good evenihg : In the midst of our preoccupation , last week , with 
- if not most -

m·assive water shortages and electricity blackouts , many/of us 

paid only passing attention to a bit of startling informati on 

on the agri cultura l front . It was carried on the frontpage of 

Last Thursday ' s Gleaner under the heading ' Too Much Meat for the 

Market'o According to that item there is piled up in our cold 

storage f acilities some two milli on pounds of pork , some two-and­

a- half mi l lion poun ds of chi cken meat , and roughly one milli on 

pounds of beef for which there are no buyers. And so the l ivestock 

indus try , we are told, i s in a state of near pan i c over this 

mounting glut in mea tkin d o J amaicans are not buying the meat , or , 

at lea.s t , they a.re not buying enough to reduce the stockpi leo And 

the -fear , in deed , i s that the stockpile is growing. An~~ know, 

and I kn ow , t hat i n very very many Jamaican homes people are no t 

getti ng enough meatkind to provi de their fami lies , an d especially 

their growing children , with enough ~eat to make up a rounded an d 

balanced diet; old people , pension ers on small fixed income~ the 

poor and the chi ldren of the poor all suffer to varyi ng degrees 
cold 

from protein deficiency o And our/storage fac i lities are full to 

bursti ng with chick en and pork and beef; and our livestock producers 

are desperately searching for markets . The ffiin i s ter of Agricul ture , 
'\~ general 

Dro Broderick , told las t week annual/meeting of the Jamaica 

Agri~ultural society that the government stood to lose close on 

half a million dol l ar s on t he buying of roughly two mi lli on pounds 

wei gh t of mea t which is now in cold storage . An d he repor t edly 
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warned t h e farmers that the government had no intention of becoming 

a main buyerfi of these ~eat products, so the farmers had better go 

out and f i nd marke t s for them s elves o Fa ir enough o That is sound 

t he ory in terms of t he free play of mar ket forceso In the ory, when 

there i s a glut prices come down , and if the glut i s great enough 

and prices tumble low enough, l arge numbers of farmer s lose their 

shirts and often their land a s well and go out of busine s s; and 

agricultural production collapses and shortages return and the 

country canno t feed itself o An d the farmers who have been hurt be fore 

refuse to go back into the same business which had mashed them up so 

badlyo It was because the free play of market forces had this kind 
most 

of destructive effect on agriculture that even the/committed capital-

istic free enterpri se societies in stituted systems of agricultaial 

price supports to stabiliwe prices and s o stabilise productiono 
oldest and 

The United States has one of the/most elaborate agri cultural price-

support systems in the world , da ting back to the time of the great 

depr '8siono The U.S . government buys u p and stores thousands of 

million s of dollars worth of surplu s agricultural produce each year 

in oraer to keep prices stabl e o The British , the French 9 the West 
an d indeed most other European countr ie s , 

Germans , /all have agricultural pric e suppor t systems be cause they 

kn ow , from experience , that without such price support systems , and 

a measure of ration 2,lisati on of pro ducti on, agriculture would be in 

con stant chaotic state of boom and bus t , of gl u t followed by shortage 

followed by collapseo If , i n our zeal t o prove our commitment to 

t he so-called fre e pl ay of market forces, we remove the l i mi te d 

suppor js and res traints we have provi ded our agricultur e up to now , 

we may live to see ~nd to mourn the day of t he collapse of our 

fledgling livestock indus ,ry and much else . So let us copy t he 

American capitalist practi ce on this one . Goodnighto 
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1) Sophi s ticated Bank Robbe~y 
2) Bad News ~s Good News : Patterns of Reporting 
3) UoSo , Cuba , Jamaica: Wllat Type of Relations? 

NEWS COMMEN.'.rARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
July 11 , 19~1 , 6ol0pomo 

Good evening: This dismal week of water shor tages and power 

outages remained true to form with yesterday's massive and obviously 
branch 

well planned robbery at the Mona campus/of the Nati onal Commercial 

Banko Let us hope there is no other disaster before this week is 

out , and that we can put it behind us as you do a bad dreamo The 

bank robbery made banner headlines in both of this morning's papers: 

o:r;:ie paper has it as: "Gunman rob bank of $½-m" ; f he other S§i:ys: 

"Ki:dnap- robbers in #¼-m Bank Heist" o So even here , in a non-contro-

versial , non- political , news event . there seem to be two versions of 

what happened, or, at least , of the amount of money involvedo Did 

the robbers get away wi th a quarter of a million dollar'L Or did 

they get away with half a million dollars? And why the discr~1)ancy 

in the two figures? Were the two papers provided with different sets 

of figures in the same way that different sets of figures were 

provided about the Jamaica-Soviet Alumina deal? These conflicting 
building and maintaining 

figures aI·e not good for/publ i c confidence in what should be reliable 

information from necognised sourceso And if people cannot be sure 

of the accuracy of the facts given them from the floor of their 

parliament or the fron tpages of their newspapers , then where are they 

to turn for the truth, undoctored? Confidence , or the lack of it , 

in the information from public institutions and public persons can 

make all the difference to the life or death of our kind of open 

politic al s y s tem . And then there i s the matter of the high degree of 

skill and sopfui s ication behind yesterday's robbery . I am not sure 
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that any gzrng of professionals in Chicago or New York or Paris or 

Berlin coul;d have carried out yesterday's operati on any more neatlyo 

I deliberately leave out London professional gangsters because of 

the gun factor: the British crDoks , especially the highly skilled 

professionals 9 are as opposed to the use of firearms as are the 

British policeo Which , incidentally , would explain why there was not 

a single reported death after ·ten days of rioti ng in Bri taino But 

that is gy the way . The real point is that the ki nd of ski lls used 
obviously 

i n yesterday's robbery , / amM based on what television teaches us 

about how these things are done in the metropolitan centres , is the 

kind of transfer of technologj we could well do withouto The trouble 

is it is here , and there is no way it can now be shut out o There is 
only one better 
llllllXJUlJ way to stop an idea , and that is by a/~]{lQ.lfXilllX ideao Do we 

can and action 
have any±a£1g idea that/channel the skil led plann i ng/that went into 

activity? 
yesterday ' s robbery into more creative and c onstructive/«lilancM.ud:.xi 

Suppress ion will go some way; but it is not the cure . And this is a 

problem which is likely to grow rather than diminisho .And making ''bad 

news a media event also has a bearingo Another of this morning's 

headlines said ' Production Falling' o What had happen was 8 of 1 5 

cornmodi ti e s showed a de c line i n producti on; 7 others showed increases . 
I 

Three of those that declined were foreign exchange earning , bu~one 
\ 

of those that increased was a greater foreign e«hhange earner than 

all three combine do In short , on examinati on , increases and decl:Iil.ae s 

just about balanced out . Only the headline did noto And finall y , I 
a sentence of 

received a letter from a friend ' up North ' /which said: 11 1 read in the 

papers recently that Reagan has decided to return Guantanamo to Cuba 

and my first t hought was that a deal may have been made to hand over 

Jamaica to Reagan " o Remember how it was a year or two ago? Only in 
reverseo And I see the Cuban doctors are sti ll with us and very welcon 
The French have a s aying for it all o Goodnight . 
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1) A Tryin g Time 
2) Cutbacks in Alumina/Bauxite I n du s try 
3) The Unsettl ed Labour Scene 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadca.s t on e dne sday 
July 15, 1981, 6ol0pomo 

Good even in g : The past few days have turned out to be exceedingly 

trying on es for most Jamaicans at the level of da.y-to-day livingo 

Light and water are nece ssities: without water life i'tself becomes 

impossible; lon g spells of water shor tage can, and often does , make 

any semblance of civili s ed and comfortable existence very difficult. 

When people cannot wash their bodies or the clothes they wear; wh en 

they cannot flush the indoor toilets they use in crowded ci ties 

and t enemen t yards , then they and t heir environment turn i n to an 

almighty and oppressive sti nko And when people go to work with 

t heir unwashed bodies clothed in unwashed gar ments there is irritation 

and fr·sg tration at work o And n o runount of s cent or bay rum i s abl e 

to hi de t he basi c di s comfort. Add _ to t his t ht of ten long wait for 
publi c 

/ transport to go to work in hot and overcrowded - buses an d t h e whole 

thi ng be comes a most dismal experience,. _ And thi s i s how it has been 

for all those hundre ds qf thousands of J eJnaicans , e s pecia lly . tho s e 

i n the Corporate Area of Kingston and Sto Andrew , whose homes or 

work place or both were without wa ter for lon g spells over the pas t 

few dayso I am no t sure t hat even t h e very a f fluent or the luxury 

apartment dwellers ha ve compl~tely esca ped the di smal discomfort of 

being without water the s e pas t few dayso An d then t here is the 

bu siness of e l ectr i city . Urban living i s ar ti ficial and refrigera tedo 

Worki ng peopl e do all the i r main shoppi ng once a week , when payday 

comes around o 

it to s t rejch 

They refrigerate an d freeze the week ' s foo d , expecti n g 

till next payday , with on ly mi nor addition s durin g 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

the intervening dayso When a:i:i: thms,e carefully structured house­

hold stor~ng pattern is thrown out of gear , as it was these past 

few days , by scheiuled and unscheduled power outages, the result 

can be widespread grief , with food becoming spoiled or contaminated 

an d costly appliances becoming damaged o And most ordinary Jamaican 

households have had to go to considerable trouble to be able to 

buy a refrigerator or a freezer - which is generally seen as a 

once in a lifetime inve stmento And this , too , is how it has been 

for very, very many Jamaican householdSover these past few days o 
for 

And this context of acute and often costly physical discomfort/ix 
much of the societj' s work 
«NtxNmRx~k±~kx±~x~NMR«~±xR force is not conducive to the kind of 

productivity we all say we agree Jamaica needs at this timeo If we 
v.;· 

really want Jamaica's workers to produce to the best of their abilitiE 
make 

then the society is goin g to have to/RMX«XR sure that they do not 

diss i pate quite as much of their produc tive capacities and energies 

grappling with physical di s comfort, as they have had to do these 

past few dayso This is no more then enlightened economic self~intere sf: 

And I am glad that the telephone strike now rea.lly appears to be 

over; perhi}ps it was belated recognition of where enlightened self­

interest l ayo An di~ terms of trials of s trength , it would obviously 

not have been in the enlightened self- interst of the workers in the 

bauzite/allil.mina industry to go on strike at a time of cutbacks and 

huge stockpi leso The companies could easily sit them outo Bu t there 

still remain the important questions of whether just raw muscle , all 

by itself , is the ideal means to ease the unset tle d labour scene; 
. publicly 

and the other i mportant matter raised/yesterday which is whether 

the Industr i al Disputes Tribunal i s in fact bound by the 9% wage 

ceiling of our agreement with the IMFo If it is, it would explain 
the reluct of unions to take that routeo So , is it? Goodnight 
~ . . ~ oJ/i It is 1Ad', L.,~ "I,,; ~ ?./t.J ,~·i:s ~ _? 
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The British Riots 

NEWiJ COMMENTARY 
For broadc~st on Monday 
July 13 , 1981 , 6o10pom 

Good evening : The weekend has beeri relatively quiet here in 

Jamai c a , but it has been t a rbulent and vio l ent i n most other parts 

of the worldo And nowhere has it been more vio ~ently unset t led 

than in normally staid and law-abiding and peaceful Britaino For 

this morning ' s reports are that it i s no longer just English rioting; 

there has been an eruption in Scotland as well , on this 10th straight 

day of British urban rioting. And what began , or was seen as , an 

outbreak of racial violen c e in the Lon don Suburb of Southall ten 
toughs 

days ago when white neo-Nazi youngBI:star:x:s/known as Ski nheads attacked 

the Asian , mainly Pakistani ,c ommunity i n the area , has now escalated 

i nto something,a a great deal more than just racial frict i on o There 

are reports of black and white and Asian youngsi:ters ,standing shouldeJ 

to- shoulder as they hurl petrol bombs or Molotovf cocktails or 

bricks and stones at the police ; which suggests that , for the moment 

at least , the racial and colour element has been submerged by anotheJ 

and stronger driving for ceo Reports are , too, that some of the 

rioting has been turned i nto a sort of media eventfi, with television 

being the medium most catered for o Rioters, or some of them , put on 

their best and most ferocious performances when the T. Vo cameras are 

present ; and some journali sts have reportedly be en questi oned by 
, say , 

r i ot leaders to check whether their ' show '1 was better than/last 

night ' s riot in some other cityo 
t,..-,1 

To say this is not to suggest that 
~ 

there i not 

s i mply to 

very serious l profound reasons for these ou t breaks ; i t is 

suggest that there are also opportunists always ready to 

seize on such occasions and exploit themo We saw some of this 
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opportunistic exploitation of a situation here in Jamaica during 

the pe t rol price riots a couple of years backo And as i n :Britain 

now , the media was the messenger , and the message created its own 

ripple effe c to ~kR~R there i s nothing unusual in political opportuni 

sts exploiting a situation - be they of the Right , the Left or the 

Centre - they have a lways done it and they will always do it in open 

societies . Only clo s ed societi es forbid t his and go in for mi tch­

huntso Anyway , what i s impor tant i s that the :British appear not to 

be sidetracked by these opportunists into not look at root- causeso 

Even Mrs 9 Thatcher drew a neat and careful distinction between the 
1 criminal 

/ ' hooliga.nsiS and the ' trouble- makers ' and those with real and deep 

frustrat i ons . And one of the new phrases to come out of what seems 

to be an agonising search for an explanation to these eruptions is 

"moral deprivation II o These young people , they say 9 are suffering 

from a sense of rmoral deprivationr : the c i ties in which they live 

are run-down and running down ; the economy is shrinking and cannot 

provide them with jobs or even the prospect of jobs for as far ahead 

a s they can see ; the people to whom/ they look for l eadershi p and 

explanations and an s wers - seem unable to give thewe ; even the 
goodies 

material/.tk:i::01:g.x of the welfare state , which were supposed to cushion 

them from the ' cradle to the grave' are di minishing : and so there is 

this growing sense of ' moral deprivation' which led to the wanton 

riots of these past ten days . I am not sure myself that the notion 
explanati on 

of 'moral deprivation' is the whole/am:xw~x to what seems from thi s 

distance a very complex situation. Getting tough with the rioters , 

as Nothern Ireland has shown , may not by itself help matters very 

much. The Thatcher polic i es obvious ly have a bearing on the mood of 

discontent. :But i s that all th ere is :t~ it? And can we in Jamaica 
with our own morally deprived young people learn from it in good time? 

Goodnight. 
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L) The Industrial Scene 
2) Cooling Partisan Passions 
3) KS AC Roads & Works Committee 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For bDoadcast on Friday 
July 10, 1981 , 6ol0pom 

Good evening : Prospects on the Jamai can i ndus trial s cene continue 

to be gloomy and unsettledo Wha t looked like a breakthrough at the 

Telephone Compan y did not last longo The telephon e workers and their 

union last n ight reporte dly rejected the company ' s offer to pay t he 

workers 30% of full pay for the period t hey were on go-slow : the 

Workers demand full pay for the 12-day periodo So t he telephone 

strike was on again this morning, despi te the compan y' s re-openin g 

announcement in both~ his morning ' s new~papers. And unless t he 

impasse in the bauxite/alumi na business can be resolved this weekend 

the in dustry may shutdown nex t wee k , and whoever else wins , Jamaica 

will suff er and the economic re covery we all say we are s o anxious 

for will receive yet an other setba cko The question i s : Ho w do we 

put an end to this economical Jy debili tating s eason of i ·ndustrial 

discontentf. whicn is now at work in this society? Not , I suggest, 

by what has now become a sort of pre-rehearsed stream of denunciati on 

of s ome communist con s piracy to in cite labour unresto I think it 

i s the respon sibility of t h ose who claim that such a conspiracy does 

exi s ts to prove it beyond reasonable doubto Ju s t to go on slinging 

mud at the entire labour movement i n hopes that s ome of it may stick 

could end up making t he unions and their members much more angry 

and embattled than they need be . It i s the sheerest nonsense for 

anybody to suggest or to i mply t hat the le adership of the Bustaman te 

Industrial Trade Union , or the National Workers Union or JALGO or 

t h e Trades Union Con gre s s, · th are ei er bein g u s ed or man i pula t ed by 
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the communists i n order to sabotage the efforts of the Seaga 

governmento I t would be the grossest insult to the intelligence 

of these people .to suggest that t hey are being s o used without their 

knowledge , without their being able to see through ito Indeed, It 
is no secret 
kxJIJlltlltXlirilxkJJt.mw that one of t he f actors which led to the decisive 

swin g again s t the PNP l ast October on the part of large segments of 
organised 

the/labour movement was t he perception by union l eaders, ~11 the 

way down to t he shop-floor level, that the PNP was co-opera ting too 

clo se ly with the communist WPJo That, like it or not, was and still 

is the basic positi on of all four major unionso And to tell them now 

that they are either communist or being used by communists because 
their members, 

t hey press for some economic betterment for/likl!lXXlltiXlltX is simply 

to creat a mood of embattlement and confrontationo So I would 

suggest t hat all the hot partisan propagandists cool it a little. 

The best clima te in which to work for indus trial peace is a cool an d 

quiet one , not one which has been artificially heated up by other 

people's self- serving n eed to hun t witches. Jamaica ' s labour movement 

is no more perfect and flawless t han any other in s ti t u tion in the 

Jamaican society: there is much in it - a s there is in other of the 

society ' s institutions - which can be i mpr ove d to the benefit of 

the general goo do Bu t there is no way that anybody or any group can 

or will bludggon lqbour i nto such improvemento So let us try a little 
cool self-in t ere sted 
]U[.MlltXXliZlluiilltg Zllt!li: co-o peration o I t might jus t put an end to this 

s eason of i ndustrial discontent. An~ finally , did you see t he news 

" t hat Monday ' s me eting of the KS AC Roads & Works Committee fe l l throug 

becaus e there was no quoram? An d that this was t he fourth time thi s 
March 

has happened since the/ Loc a l Governmen t elections? Since t hese are 
monthly meetings it means t here has be en no me eting of that committee 

since the electionso Is this the better 
ffi~~~gement we were promi s ed? 

Goodn i ght 
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1) The Be.uxi te Impasse 
2) Our Economic Prospects 

- 3 ➔ IEB1'18 ·- ettt: 1!5 it& r 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
July 8, 1981 , 6 . lOpom. 

Good evening: The good news is that the teleph9ne strike is over 

and that with any sort of goodwill from both sides telephone 

subscribers and other telephone usef;s should begin to get their 

services back by next weeko And thi~ , of course ·,means that the 

action· taken by the Jamintel workers in support of their telephone 

company colleagues , will also be ended and work their will re turn 

to normalo Another piece of good news is the report out of New York 

that Jamaica ' s Prime Minister yesterday signed a loan agreement for 

$71-million U. S. with a syndicate of 25 international bankso This 

was the main reason for Mr. Seaga ' s current trip to the United States 

and a reasonable inference is that all the negotiations for this 

loan had been successfully carried · through before Mr. Seaga left hereo 

That is how these things are normal ly doneo This particular loan 

has a grace period of three years after which 0it has to be repaid 
· rate 

over a four-year periodo 1.rne interest/ on this loan is to be calculated 

at 2¼% over and above the London Inter-Bank Offered rate for six 

months U. S dollar de posi tso So , whatever the inter-bank offered 
~ ~"'w----

rate is , Jamaica will ~a~ add 2¼%[ as the interest it must payo So , 

on the face of it, and without knowing what the Inter-Bank offered 

rate is and what its fluciuations are , this does not look like a 

' soft loan • o And that of course makes it all that much more import-

ant that it should be put to the most productive use possibleo An d 

this brings us, logically, to the not- so- good news , which is the 

heightened unrest in the bauxite-alumina in dustry 0 The union r~present 

- ing the workers in tnat indus try , the N. W.UJ yesterday mad e public 
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its intention to give the five bauxite.:...alwnina companies 72 hours 
to 

notice of strike action unless the companies return/the bargaining 

table to continue negotiations for a new labour contracto The ol d 

contract between the companies and the union representing the workers 

expired at the end of J anuaryo Negotiations for a new contract had 

in f act started back i n November of l a s t year . You may recall that 

one of the sticking points in those very e arly negotiitions wa s on 

the questi on of retr oactivi ty : the companies wanted the life of any 

n ew contract to begi n from t he date of its signing; the union wanted 

it backdated to the expiry date of the old contract - which is the 

traditional cu s tomo Thi s same issue , you will remember , als o came up 

in the offer to public sec tor workers , where the government propo s ed 

that in'stead of April the life of the new agreement shoul d begin in 

J ulyo Anyway , negotiation s ha d been dragging on , an d in April of 

thi s year the Mini s ter of Labour referred the matter to the In dustrial 

Disputes Tribunal, even thoug~ the union i nsists that t here was no 

industrial dispute in exi stenceo On t h e face of it it l ooks as though 

the companies wou l d prefer the Tribun a l to arbitra te a new wage a gr e e 

ment; perhaps t hey think that in the new clima te t hey would get a 
! 

better deal from the tribunal, t hat t hey would have to give le s s f h an 
f ace-to-fa ce 

t hey would in di~edt/ne gotiations with t h e uniono After all , in t hi s 

context, t he matter of 'abffi l ity-to-pay' does favour the union s i de, 

when you consider t he l eve l of company profitso If t h ere is any 

principle involved here , it is t he principle of fre e bar gainin g i n 
genuine 

t he marketplace, with s t a te inter venti on as a/las t resort rather t han 

a s a conven ience t o be manipulated by t he one si de or the othero If 

t hi s principle bre aks down over t h e bauxite-alwnina wage bus i ness, or 

any o t her , t hen t he chance s of our a ch ievin g t hat 3% real growth t h i s 
f isca l ye a:r , on whi ch t he Prime Minis ter.: loan programme · 

b i s pre di cate d may e i n j eapardy , n o ma t ter who win s c Goo dn i gh t
0 

' 
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NEWS COlVlMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
July 6 , 1981i6.10p~m 

1) End of School Year 
2) Pa y Increas e for Parliamentarians 
3 ) ~ -U,06 • :;.QM !!3-eE »ffeiii6t. 

Good evening: Another school year has just ended; and , all things 
young 

considered , upwards of between 20 , 000 and 30 , 000/~~~ people will 

not go back to school when the new school year begi ns in Septembero 

The overwhelming majority of these young people will join the ranks 

of Jamaica ' s · labour force. Only a handful of the more fortunate may 

go to universiEy or for further technical trai ning , here or abroad; 

and a very small number may have jobs waiting for them. The over­

whelming majority will join the ranks of the unemployed in the 

labour force. And the Labour Force , 1980 report of the Department 

of Statistics says , and now I quote : " In November 1980 , 56 peEcent 

of the unemployed labour force was under . 24 years of age. The 

growi ng tendency is for the greater porti6n of the · unemployed to 

be found among the young. At the same ·time·, the educati onal level 

of the unemployed is higher than in previous ye_ars. Thirty- two 

percertt of . the unemployed had post primary education and of these, 

56 percent had never worked. " End of quote ~ And this is the di smal 
. 

situation into which most of the 20 , 000- plus young people who have 
left 

just/school permanently will now move. These are fright en i ng figures 

when you consider their i mplicati ons for the social stability of 

the society. More than half the unempl oyed in Jamaica today are 

under 24 , and nearly one-third of that lot have had some sort of 
average 

secondary education - whi c h is a h i gher general/level of educati on 

than is to be found spread throughout the soci ety. So where do these 

young people go? Do we , as a society , have any responsibility for 
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them? Or are they on their own, economic outcasts to whom we can 

offer no hope? And if that is our answer ; if we can offer them no 

hope , or only hope deferred indefinit~ly, are we prepared to accept 

the possible con sequences? Am:« I f the sophisticated qn d obviously 

well-planned robberies, especially bank robberies, are anything to 

go by, then those con sequen ce s could be dread o In its own best 

long-term interest this society ha d better look to this growing 

problem an d the social dilemma it poses : you cannot turn out 26 ,000 -

plus edu cate d youngsters a year , with expec tati 6ns heightened by 

the very e ducation you have given them, and then dump them on the 

scrapheap of unemployment without some dread social re action; 4nd 

it is too late for you to just stop educating themo So the education 

whi ch feeds the heightened expectation must go on building up the 
so oner or later 

bitter un employment frustration which is bound/to eaplode - unless 

something is done to relieve that pressure, and done soono It is 

not a ques t i on of co ddling or pamperi ng anybody; i t is straight 

nation a l survival se l f - in t erest. And history has and is still showing 

us that suppression , however f orceful , is no t t he answero So what are 

we to do? And who is respon sible? The elect of the people , I suggest. 

The private · sec;or can help but the primary responsibili t y mus t be 

with government . Indeed , their ele ction manifesto acknowledge thato 
So what are they do ing? 
And talking about the government , I agree with those who are now 

calling f or increas ed pay for our parliamentar i ans : they deserve it 

as mu ch as our junior do ctors and our nurses and our teachers and 

our other public sector worker s . So give them the same offered $29 
a.cross the board 

a we ek/over the next two years a s other public se c t or workers . After 

a l l they a.re supposed to be public servants too . But I ' m not sure 

mo s t of them will do half a s well if they moved to the private sector 

a s would our teachers, nurses an d do ctors o Goodni gh t o 
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1) N-. W. Manley Remembered 
2) Eefining the National Interest 

NEWW COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
J uly J, 1981, 6 . lOp . m 

Good even i ng : J amai ca today is in desperate need of some point of 

reference that could be used to foster a sense of unity and of 

common purpose , a sense and understanding of what is the ' riational 

interest' ~ And so, for some of us at least , the need and the time 

and the occasion swnmon up t he memory of Norman Washington M~n ley , 

the anniversary of whose birth will be observed tomorrow , July 4th , 
way of an official 

at his birthplace at Roxborough in Manchester ~ by/±N«xg«x«xlml:~xixN£ 

ceremony put on by the government of Jamaicao Thi s sort of ceremony 

honouring the birth of Jamaica ' s Nati onal Heroes has become som~thing 

of a tradition and its primary virtue i w, or should be , the fact 

that it makes for a sense of un:tty which accepts and transcen ds the 

political ~iversity withi n the woc i etyQ The f act that this ceremony 

has not always achieved this desireable aim , the fact that political 

hotheads , both high and low , have at times marred and tarnishe d it 

for cheap short- term partisan advantage , does not detract trom its 

primary v i rtuep as one of t he most important un i fying f actors in 

t he s ociety , and one which can only grow stronger a s time passes . 

The ceremonies honouri ng Manley and Bustamante and Garvey and the 
uni ting 

other Na t i onal Heroes are likely tog~ on/~«±~~iMg J emai c ans and 

building a s ense of common purpose long after all the self-irr.portant 

~ vi s ive elements which now loom so l arge are forgotteno A time may 

well come when other political parties and personw have re placed 

t he JLP and PNP and their l eaders, and only t he JE:RmM:Xi~~x~:x~k~liixRi~ 

the ceremonies honouring the National Heroes will remi nd other 

genera t i ons of J amai can s that t here t~ere a JLP and a PNP and 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

politic a l and labour l ea ders like Donald angster and Hugh Shearer 
each 

and Lichael ~✓=anley and Edwar d Seaga who/had t h e distinction of being 

Prime Minis ter of Jamaica at one time or anothero The real continuity 
, and encompassing, 

t he real strivi ng after a national unity within/our diversity is 

in the symboli sm of the l ives and a chievements of the National Heroes~ 

Of course there will be t hose who will try to use and to manipulate 

the Na tional Heroes and the national occasions asso c i a ted with themo 

But that is no ma tter; time has a way of dealing with the we petty 

power plays , of showing them up for what they are o For in s tance , 

Garvey is no t a Na tional Hero because a few Jamaicans decided to 

brin;g his body home and to proclaim him the first of our Na.tiona l 

Heroes o He is a Hero inxt spite of that; and the only credit that can 

be claimed is that these J amaicans ha d the good sense and the hi s tor­

ical un ders t anding to proclaim him such, however belatedlyo J amaica~ 

not Garvey, i s the beneficiary of any honour bestowed on Garveyo And 

so ~ with the other National Heroeso And so , f or many MXXKXMx.mxim:g of 
with 

whom I am one ,/f~x Norman Man ley who put down , with hi s great 6ou sin 

Ale xander Bustamante , the structural founda tion s on which modern 

Jamaica standso Jamaica, not l\ anley or Bus taman te, i s the benefici ar y 

of their being honoure d : they do not need the honour in g; J amaica doeso 
honouring them 

For/it bespeaks the real Jam aic a1 aspirations , and it po i nts the way 
. among us 

to unity and co-operation an d all the things others/ seek by lookin g 

outward, to other shore s and other people , as though J amaica itse l f 

has no inner resourceso The inner resources are here; the challenge 

is to mobili se and unle ash and give direction to t hose resourceso 

Tha t i s what the gen eration of Bustamante and of Norman Manley ,li.im 

who s e birthday we honour tomorrow , did and did so well without mashinf 

up the house and 'without sowing hatredo If we can ri·se ~ to t hat challen 
the nation al interes t will define itself 0 Have we the le a dership? I 

Goo dnight 
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L) The Labour Scene 
2) Some Tri cky Foreign Policy I ssues 
j) lh Iuacl .. -- m r e 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For broadc1;1.st on Wednesday 
July 1, 1981, 6 ol0p . mo 

Goo d evening: The first half ot 1981 is now behind us, and the 

labour scene continues to be just about as unsettled as · it can beo 

And we must really won'der whether any wor~hwhile level of productivi tJ 

is possible in such an unsettled labour relations climate o The 

Telephone Company workers are still out, and those ~ J.AMIN TEL 
( ~ i~ \,..S\--'1t,..r,.... s~ .....;. 0-- ~e - ~,&"'-0 

continue their ~ork-to-ruleLin support of the teleph ne workerso 

The public, ip the meantime , are without these vital services and 

that c annot help productivity or commerce or any other business. 

And I am f r ankly not sure t ha t jus t screaming "communists" at t he 
workers 

Te l ephone Company/in a threatening manner is really going to help 

resolve this matter . It seems to me that Mro Alva Ross ' s way of 
conciliation 

quiet/con ciliatmuw diploma cy is more likely to bring about long-term 

results than t he confrontationist sounds that come from s ome other 

quarters o I s till think" that t here is need for clear and spec ific 
and agreed to · · 

rules to be l aid downlin labour contracts on sick-outs 9 ~ :e: n(te 

and go- slows. 1rhe se are t he morally dubious gre,y areas in labour 

relations : t hey strike at the batmc pr i nciple of a full day ' s pay for 

a full day ' s work. An d there really i s no pri nc i ple worth anything 

involved in workers anywhere expectin g or demandin g a full day 's 

pay if and when t hey do not put in a full day's work o But t he se 
an accepted 

morally dubious gray areas have be come/part of the labour scene, not 
but 

only in Jamaica,/throughout t he c apitali s t world. So y ou have the 

~tQ"lmJe sna t he s ick-out and the go- slow in Britai n and t h e 

Uni ted St a tes and France and We s t German y and Ca nada . An d there, as 
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is the case here now, workers have and will strike if they are not 

paid for resorting to these mora lly grfl,y areas of labour practiceo 

To treat t his problem in terms of conspiracies, whether real or 

fanciful, is to miss its e s sential seriousness and the need to deal 

with i t and to find solution s f or it within the framework of union­

management labour agreementso We can be g in with the simple question: 

If workers in any exterpri s e feel t hey have the right to clock-in or 

report for work and then do no work, what is to prevent management 

from shutting down the place until the workers a re prepared to put 

in a full day ' s work for a fully day's pay? In other words: Why 

should not a shutdown be an acceptable response to a go- slow M! wu:ok 

~ or sick-out? Is the one any more morally de feBBible than t he 

other? Our labour l aww are pretty sophi sticated and refined and I 

am sure that the additional refinement on this particular point will 

present no di fficulty - given the will on both sides. And once people 

have ful l knowledge of the con s e quence s o f their action the tendency 

to a test by industrial ' muscle ' may be reduced . The matter between 

the bauxite-alumin a compan ies and the NWU is an entirely different 

matter again and I hope that Mr. Ro s s' s coaxing of t h e parties back 

to local level negotiations will succeed iNen after he gives up his 
reference to 

acti ng po sto As a pri nciple/tribunals should be genuine last-resort 
and 

movesj not because the onefside or the o ther thinks it would get a 

bet ter deal by that routeo The trouble is that t h i s principle/assumes 

a non-adversary relationship between management and l abour: and tha t 

is the ideal, not t he reali tyo And finally, Mxx t he Commonweal th 

Secretary-General's comments yesterday on U. S .-South African relation s 
and how t h e African s see t h ese, and Cuba' s reported calls for improved 

diplomatic relations with us, and ashin g ton' s anti-Cuban hardline 

and the co-o peration treaty between Me x ico and Cuba - all these could 

raise s ome tricky foerign policy i ssues for Mr . She a rero Goo dn i gh to 
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1) Calls for Unity: Politics of Unity 
,---2) 3 cs 1.lh! £ , iaii: 
J) !I seli g I I 

NEWS COMM EN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Monday 
June 29 , 1981 , 6ol0pom 

Good evening: According to Prime Minister Seaga Jamaica has easily 

and 9omfortably passed the first quarterly IMF test , which is welcome 

though not unexpected news. There is, on the face ·of it , no reason 

why all the future IMF tests should present any more problems t han 

this first one because the present government and the IMF are in 

basic agreement on what is to be doneo And when people or i ns ti tutioB 

are in agreement then what has to be done is usually done much more 

easily and successfulJy than if there were discord and aisagreemento 

There was discord and disagreement between the previous government 

and the IMF; there is none between t he present government and the IMF. 

And this point about the relative ease and success with which difficul 

problems can be resolved where there is agreement applies to Jarnaica.•s 

internal problems as wello There is, pre sently , a cali for unity 

coming from many se ctions of the J amai can societyo We must, these 

people say , pull together , produce together , work hard together, 

sacrifice together , to turn the economy around and to tackle the 
. 

deep social pro bl em s facing the nation o 1.rhe elections- both national 

and local - are behind us for at least the next four years or so and 
and ugly 

there is no need for the strident/partisan po l itics of the recent/ 

past. I think we must all welcome this call fer a national un i ty of 

purpose, for a putting of the interests of the nation above the 

interests of any section . But how do we turn t his into reality? How 
it more 

do we make/than just luncheon-or-dinner-circuit or party political 

platform cha t? First , I suggest, by accepting and respecti ng the hard 
fact of the very real differen ces of interest and of outlook whi ch 
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exists in t his society at this time . For i n stan c e there are peopl e 
or supporting 

in/both t he PNP and t he JLP who have a ve s ted i n terest i n the 
people 

poli ti c s of t he 'in s t an d the ' ou ts' ;/who see nothi ng wrong with 

"the spoi ls to t he winner" syndrome o When they ar e ' out ' of power 

t hey wi thdr aw and bi de their time , passive a t best , nega t ive and 

de s t ructive at weBilt, always un willing t o help the ' in s ' succeedo 

An d t his is no t s omething tha t came about las t year or on l y i n recent 
thi s large segment 

tim e so So how do we deal with this? How mohili se/ikixEIIXgiI~ of t h e 

s oc ie t y , and the a ari ous t a l ents i n it, which is unused or un derused 

at any given time? I do not thi nk we do it by telling them how 

tre~cherous or subversive t hey are : I thi nk we do it by changi ng a 

system whi ch corrupts and divi deso The troubleft i s t here i s not 

en ough spoils t o go around to sati sfy the expe c tations of the support 
t h e needs of 

ers of the 'ins ' let alone ca t eri ng to/the suppor te rs of t he ' outs ' o 

So the spoils game persists and the resentment it breeds continues 

to frustrate t he call s for a national perspe c t i ve and na tional unityo 

In thi s respect we are even further back than we were when Bu s tam an te 

brought i n his 40- 40- 20 f ormula f or shari ng publi c works jobs : 

equality of sacrifi ce pre suppo ses equal ity i n other re s pects to o o 

If t here are any eas y an swer s to this on e, I do not have themo But 

i f t h e calls to na tional unity are to become more t h an just chat 

then the politi cal sys t em mus t c ome t o grips with t his di visive an d 

destruc tive business of the • i ns ' and t he routs 'o Trade union i sm i s 

of cour s e one of t h e maj or ways i n which the ' i ns ' an d 'outs ' thi ng 
and blunted ; but the 

has been checked/, E«t union~ep:1ara still a min ority , however pote~t , 
uni onism I~ 

and/ii i s under fire right now. Some se em t o t hink t hat e illin g other s 

unpa triotic and subversi ve will make t hi s problem s omehow go away . 

Elements in the PNP tried t h a t and f ailed ; t hose in the JLP nowtryi ng 
will a l so fail . For t h e pr obl ff em O orgiing genui ne nati ona l un i ty 

i s har d , urgent , real o Goo dn i gh t. 
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1) Some Sti ll Open Questions 
2) Everybody's 'Bomb ' & Arming 'Terrorists ' 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For br oadcqst on Fri day 
June 26 9 1981 , 6o l Opomo 

Good evening : The business of the sale of alumina to the Sovi et 
the public 

Un ion came up agai n in Pa.rliamen t this week ; ans still we/ are no 

clearer about the truth of thi s matter o And _this. cannot be go od for 

public confidence in what we are told about the nation ' s affairso So 

the sooner this. particular one is cleared up , the better . And , if , 

i n the British Parliament any Minister of government had given wrong 
t o · 

figures / i:N the House of Commons he would have assumes. a measure 
for the error 

of responsibi lity/ev en though those figures had been provi ded by 

bur eaucrats o And then there is the still open question on how much 

fish was actuall y i mported from Cubao If Mro Douglas Vaz gave 

parliament the wrong figmres , as was cJlll!imed elswhere , then it is 

hi§ parliamentary duty to correct tho-se figures i n parliament. And 

when it c omes t o the telephone strike perhaps the open question which 
sti l l 

/has to be resolved is what people are paid for o Perhaps the way out 

of this particular problem is t o write i nto every labour contract, 

clearly and precisely , what workers will be pa.id f or ahd what ·they 
for 

will not be pa.id/ I thi nk the go- slow and the s ick- out and how they 

are to be seen and dealt with should form part of the detai l s of 

any wage contract . And while we have been concerned with these 

problems of our own the bu s iness of guns and bombs and those who make 

them an d sell them , and who should have them , has been much i n the 
bombi ng 

n ewso ' he Israeli/attack on the Ir~, i nuclear installation near 

Bagliaa d just over a fortn i ght ago has · d f raise pro ound question s , 

particularly in the Third World , about who can and who cann o t have 
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H ~CJ Lil> '\r, ~. 
a nuclear bomb. L The Israelis claim that they destroyed the Iraqi 

installation because Iraq was getting close to the point of being 

able to make its own nuclear bomb, a so-called 'Arab Bomb' o And 

for all the public condemnation of Israel most 7estern powers are 

not really displeased, not even Mr . Mitterand new socialist govern­

ment in France. The new French Foreign Minister has made it plain 

that they would not have sold the reactor to Iraq if they had been 

in power at the time. And yet, according to CIA reports, Israel 

herself has had nuclear weapons since as far back as the mid-1970so 

And South Africa, too, is reported to have tested nuclear bombs in 

the Kalahari Desert and the deep South Atlantic Ocean areao And some­

how the great powers 9 East and West alike, seem not a fraction as 

concerned about Israel or South Africa having nuclear weapons as 

they are about Pakistan, for instance 9 or India, or now Iraq being 

able to develop nuclear bombso And the i dea that Libya's Gaddaffi 

might finance or buy the makings of a 'Moslem Bomb' gives everbody 

in the We st the ' w~ llie s '. So who is to decide who can have 1 the 

bomb ' and who cann o t o If the Soviets were to supply Cuba, for example 

with the technology to build its own nuclear reactors will that be 

seen as a threat to anygody? After all the sale of nuc lear technology 

is big business these days with America, the Soviet Union and a host 

off 4;he r countries competing to sell nuclear reactorso And once any 

country does have a nuclear reactor, the maki ng of a nuclear bomb is 

not all that di fficult, and can only become easier as time passeso 

So for how long c an the kn owledge of how to make the 'bomb' be kept 

from the Third World? A fhink Tan k in London told the world this week 

the U.S. is t h e greatest supplier of arms to terrorists through thefts 

from American armourieso That is probably how we got our big supply 
pre-el~ction M.16so What happens when it becomes as comparatively ea8 ~ 

for Third World countries to get hold of nuclear bombs? Goodnighto 
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1) Industrial Scene: Down to a Si mmer 
2) Fran ce , the U. S. & the Communists 
3) A Pan-African Defence Force 

NEWS COMJ:11 EN TARY 
For broadc.ast on Wednesday 
June 24 , 1981, 6ol0p. m 

Goo d evening: 

al ' over the past 

our relations scene has changed dramati c­

hours . The five maj or trade union s 

have a ccepted the government ' s wa ge offer on behalf of the public 

sector workers they represen t ; the junior doctors went back to 

work this morningo To be sure t he nurses are still reportedly angry 

at the way they are being treated i n these negotiation s , and we 

have not yet heard from the teachers , and there are dark clouds 

over the bauxite-alumina i ndustry , and the telephone i mpas se is 

still with us, but despi t e all these , the industrial r e lations 

pot has defini tely change from a fast and dangerous boil to a slow 
over 

and safe simmer ; from s omething that could spill/ and become 

unmanageable , to something which goo d sense and tact can bring 

under sensible man agement and control. So tensions have eased 

con s iderably on the labour re l ation s scene , and the prospects now 

look better than t hey di d at the beginning of the weeko For which 

give thanks. And this gives us a cha.n e e , too, to look at some of 

the high points of what i s going on in t he great wide world around us. 

And two t hings stand out sharply. First there i s UoS . Vice President 
yesterday ' s 

Ge orgw :Bush's hurried vi sit to Paris today following on/±Nllf news 

that four communi s t s have been inclu ded in Pre s ident Francoi s 

Mi tterqnd' s new so ciali•st government in France . The Ameri can s are 

at once upset , disturbed , nonpl ussed and an,gry that the French 

Soc i ali s ts have included communitts in the i r new governmmmt 0 There 

was , after all, no compelling political reason to do so· Mr. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

Mitterand' s socialists had just won another landsli de victory in 

last Sunday ' s second round of the elections to the French Nati onal 

Assembly an ·d the so cialists now have an absolute majority of 79 

seats over all the other par ties combined . So , from an outside 

point of view , certai n l y from Washington's po i nt of view , there was 

no need to bring the communists i nto the Frenc~ government i n order 

to have a worki ng majority to carry through socialist policieso 

Then , t oo, in the American view , it sets a very bad example for the 

entire NATO alliance ; after France , Ital y where the communists are 

very much stronger right now than they are in France , and Spain and 

Portugal might be tempted to follow t b e French example and include 

communi s ts in their administra.tionso If this came to pass 9 what 

would happen to the NATO alliance? What would happen to the Reagan 

foreign policy which sees communism, everywhere and anywhere , as 

the main enemy to be challenged and confronted and beaten back? The 

French , for their part , are aware of these American worries but are 

not impre ssed by themo The French have never been afrai d of i deas 
the idea of 

and they are not afraid of/communism : for them the French ideal of 

liberty , equali ty and fraternity will always be of greater appeal to 
the overwhelmi ng majority of 
mga:.xe/French people than any di~tali t a.rian idea of the far left or the 

said , 
far right . So , as the French Foreign MinistetJ if anybo dy protests 

the inclusion of communi s ts in their government such a body or bodies 

will be told , ever so politmly , that it is noae of their business 9 That 

is what nati onal sovert>t :gnty i s all abouto And lVIrl lVI i tterand has shown 
0 that in the political power game he k1t_,ws how to uY» e the communists for 

the good of France rather than be used by them. And finally 9 a key 

proposal that will c ome fr om Nigeria to the summit meeti ng of the 
OAU whic~ op~ns ~oday is ~or the est~bl~shing of a Pan-African Defence 
Forc ek ~ige~ia will contribute $70- m1ll1on to the setting up of such 
forcef.hich is the only language S. A. racism will understand o Goodnight 
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1) The Labour Scene 
2) Ability to Pay or Not to Pay : What Values? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
June 22 , 1981 , 6ol0pom 

Good evening: This week could turn out to be a crucial one on 

Jamaica's labour s cene: the decisions to be taken this week when the 

nurses meet , and when the teachers' repre een.tatives meet , and when 

the special fueeting of the Jamaica Civil Service Association is held 1 

and when three of the four special regional gatheri ngs of N. W. U.­

represented public sector workers meet - the decisions to come out 

of these meetings in this one week will be of prime importance to 

labour relations in Jamaica for at least the rest of thi s year , if 

not for very much lon~er. And if the jun iDr doctort' strike , and 

the manner in which the developments which resulted i n that str i ke 

ware handled from the outset are any pointers to go by , then the 

prospects for avoiding a l l the tr i cky and dei:.ic a te and dangerous 

pitfalls in the way of a meeting of minds are not very goodo I , for 
/-/ view 

pne, /and I know this i s the/vi:ey of very many other people - still 

believe that a little more diplomacy , a little more tact and flex-
little more 

ibili ty , a/willingness to meet and talk and make suggested adjust-

ments within . the framework of the governmen t's basic offer , could 

have resulted i n either avoi ding the strike or in ending it much 

earlier . If thi s same attitude of hanging tough, of in effect saying 

'take it or leave• is at work during this week 's meetings then we 

may be in for some difficult developmentso And there i s no ne ed for 

any of us to minimise or simpli fy what is indeed a very di fficult 

position for the whole societyo I personallj t hink the government 

was and is absolutely right in putting a clear and fi·rm 
ceiling on 
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th4 size of the public sector wage billo Sooner or later this had 

to be done , and it is better that it be done sooner rather than 
begin to rate of 

later - if the Jamaican economy is to/achieve even a modest/growth. 

So the real problem is not with the ceiling on the wage billo The 

real problem i s with saying that the me ssenger who carries files or 

notes between one ministry and the next, or the person who si t s all 
t ha t 

day at a desk i n a hallway , or/some clerical junior who c arries 
all 

no responsibility and puts in a le ss-than-eigh t-day must/ get the 

same increase as the head of department with all his or her responsi 

bili ti~ s , as the nurse who of ten carries the burdens of life and 
to safeguard the nation's health 

death, as t h e junior doctors working ungodly hours,( as t h e teachers 

who nurture the young who are this nation's future. Thi s is where 

the real problem lies. I t is a problem of the value of the job, a 
scale of 

problem of what/value we place on the different categorie s of work. 

Is the nurturing 4n d training of young J amaican s qualitatively the 
sitting 

same as , say , /:s:tmui:i:xgxa t a machine and pressing a lever to cut or 

package cigarettes? Is saving lives or nursing the s ick the same? 

I s the making of hard decisi ons and carrying the burden of r ~s pon s i­

bi lity for thewe within the upper ranks of the civil service qualitat­

ively the same as the work done by t he clerical jun i or or s enior 

messenger? It is not a question of be li ttlemg anybody' s work. I ti s 

a ques tion of what value we place on different categori e s of work 

and how we express that valueo It i s at this point that the 'ability 

to pay ' all by itself and a pplied mechani cally , is just not go od 

enough o On e of our un ions l ast we ek condemned a wage award which among 
pay increases of 

other things gave worker s of a very profitable enterprise/ $32 a week 

in t he first year and $30 a we ek in the second , with many fringes. 

This is more t han twice, more than 100%, what the government offers 
its public s ervan t s who i nclu de doctors , nurse , teachers , scienti sts ,_1 
and top admi nistrators . ThP question is : '.~'b.at va lues are at work here~ 
Vhat va lue do we , a s a nati on , put on exceptional s ervice? Goodnigh t. 
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1) The Credibility Problem 
2) Government Health Services 
3) Ken McNeil ' s Solution 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
June 19 , 19~1 , 6ol0pomo 

Good evening : What a week this has turned out to be for Jamaicanso 

Fi r s t they were told ,xkat last weekend , that the 300 t ons of deter­

gents in the Seprod warehouses would be released at ' current prices ' 

but then when the stuff was released this week they discovered that 

prices had in fact been increased by 5c on the 14 ounce box and 

by one cent on the 7 ounce boxo Why were we told one thing~ and 

then presented with another? Why were we not told the truth about 

the price i ncreas e from the outset? Then there was t he business 

of the reported i mporting of two milli on pounds of fish from Cuba 

by the previous governmento Mr . Dougl as Vaz t old Parliament during 

the Budget debate that 400 , 000 pounds of this fish was now being 

held i n cold storage and would not be releas ed for sale so as to 

protect our local fishermen o Thi s week we f ound out that only 

380 , 000 pounds of f i sh came into Jamaica. from Cuba last year, n9t 
frsh fish 

to be released onto the local /market but to be used as raw material 

fo r such products as locally produced ·sal tfish and pickled · mackerel 

and for experimentin g with canning fish and · smoking fisho J amaica 

Frozen Foods had imported this fish a s raw material and a spokesman 

for Jamaica FDozen Foods is reported as de s cribi ng Minister Vaz ' s 

statement in the budget debate as 11 a tremendous error ". I think 

Jamaicans are entitled to ask : Why this 'tremendous error ' when the 

true facts could be ascertained? And what makes this ' tremendous 

error ', if it is such , so much mor4 serious is the fact that it was 

presanted to the nati on ' s parliament and is therefore permanently 

recorded i n the nation ' s Hansardo If Mr . ~az ' s figmres are in 
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fact wrong, a s this week's information suggests they are, then it 

is imperative that the correction be made in Parliament so that 
so that 

the parliam'entary record can be set straight/ a1iui future generations 

looking to the record for how things went during this period will 

have the true facts and figureso And this must of course also be 
f a cts and 

done when the true/figures about the alumina s ale to the Soviet 

Union are finally sorted outo The now disputed figures presented 

by the Prime Minister were read into the Parliamentary record; any 

adjustment or amendment or correction of those figures mu s t , similar­

ly be read into our parliamentary recordso Whatever else is done, 

the parliamentary record mu s t be set right and mus t be kept straighto 

There is no substitute for this o And this is why what is said on the 

floor of ou~ parliament must be , and must always be seen to be , 

nothing but the un~arni shed truth - different from the loaJ'or-half­

truth of the party propaganda pla tformo There seems to have been a 
r eality 

blurring of this/xRia±±±~ of lateo There also seems to have been 

something of a blur r i ng about who is ultimately responsible for the 

nation ' s pub l i c health serviceso The fact is that just as the govern­

ment of Jamaica is ultimately responsible for our public educati on 

service and our public water supply and for the collecting of ta«es, 

so i t is ultimately responsible for our public health serviceso Tge 
doctors , and nurses of the government 

/ junior doctors/ar e the employees/who work in that s ervice o '11he i r 

respon sibility , ultim a tely , i s to the government who is their employ­

er o But it is the government , in the final analysis , who is ±e spnBs­
and accountable 

ibl e/to the Jamaicao people for the public health serviceo So trying 
lti.t' 

to make it seem Lthe ju~ior d~ctors are responsible is a bit of a 
~""""-- ~~ 

three card tricko Ther are workers who have been badlj; treated and 

whose services hav~ been shame~~ ex loited o_I hope t he ~ vernment 
t~kes Dro Ken McNeil ' s very se~ible ¥ace- saving solut1,pn; the govt 
will be held accountable if t he public he a l t h s ervic~ coll pse ~ 

Go odnigh t 
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Parliament , the People 
& The Truth 

NEWS COMM El~ TAR Y 
For broadc ast on Wednes day 
June 17 9 1981 , 6ol0pom 

Good evening : What i s the truth behind the alummna ae aes deal 

made with the Soviet Union by t h e previ ous PNP government i n July 

of 1979? And how can the ordinary people , the ordinary voters of 

Jamaica , get at that truth? The present government , through the 

Prime Minister , told Parliament and the nati on tha.t Jamaica was 

lo s ing on the deal. He said that for 1980 Jamaica lo s t roughly 

$10- mi ll~on on t he delivery of just over 98 , 000 tons of alum i na 
last night 

to the Soviet Uniono A sta tement i ssued/by the PNP through the 

former Mini ster of Mining describes t h e Prime Mi n i ster's statement 

as a rgrpss misrepresentati on of facts ' which h a d served to mi s lead 

the Parli ament and the nati on as a whole . The PNP statement said 

that when that party left office i n October of last year the 

Jamai can economy had made a net gain of $2 . 4-mi llion on 73 , 000 ton s 

of alumina which had been shi pped to the Sovi et Un i on up to t ha t 

point. So we have two sets of sharply conflicti ng figures here·: 

r oughly a $10-million lo s s according to t he Prime Mi nister , on the 

one ha.rlrl.; and a profi t of $2.4- mi llion aocording to the former 

Mi nis ter o f Mining. Both figures cannot be true o One of t hose 

f~gures must be untrue. The questi on is : Which is true? Wh i ch 

is not tru e ? And how can the ordin ary citizens of this country 
t rue 

arri ve at t he J!ltlill[/figures with any n,easure of confiden c e? It s e ems 

to me that we fac e two problems with farere a chi ng implicati on s here . 

First there is the problem of t h e figures and how to veri fy them; 

and second , and intima tely tied t o the first , there i s t h e matter 
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9f public confidence in t he truthfulness and the reliability of the 

information pre*ented to the nation through the Pprliamento The 

nation's Parliament, especially in a free and open multi-party 

demo cracy , is, ideally , the one public forum to which a nation's 
,ir respective of party affiliation, 

people/ can look for the truth on matters of hard fact and statis t ica l 

informationo There will of course always be differences of opinion 

and of interpretation from both inside and outside Parliament on the 

facts presented o But the facts themselves are usually accepted as 

true and reliable because the accepted assumption is that everybody 

speaks the t ruth in Parliamen to And it is assumed that if any mi stake 
any information or fact 

is made and/wrong/.i«i::am:x:t.i.wl i s give.n to the Parliament , it will be 

corrected as quickly as po s sibleo And so the ordinary citizera trustp 

what comes out of Parliament i n a way that . they do not trust what 

comes from party political platforms or statements made outside 

parliamen to Un dermine this trus t, and we undermine the Par l iamentary 

pro cess itself, and ultimately, we undermi ne parliamentary democracyo 

This why, in other parli am ents, like the British parliament 1 a 

Member who lied to hi s parliament was , if caught out, forced to 

resign O The people must have confidence in what they are told from 

the floor of their parliamento But with the best will in the world 
~ 

the people cannot l!,rnow or v erify all t h e de tails of what they are 

t old : not all agreements or figures are made publi c or can be made 

public at all times. So how do they find out what is the truth of 

a matter when we have the kin d of conflicting information which has 

come out about the a l umina de a l with the Soviet Union? In this 

particular case t he par l iament could i tself resolve the matter by 

the Mi niste~ responsible issuing any new clar afication that may be 

necessary. Or the Jamaica Bauxite Institute 
explain the true f acts of t h e deal with the 
peopleo Truth 4nd confidence 

\v~ 

could be insttucted to 

Soviets to the J amaican ~ 
· · . Goodh/ 
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Kenya on South Africa , Namibia 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadc~st on Monda y 
June 15 , 1981, 6ol0pomo 

Good evening : Whi le Jamaicans are , natural ly , preoccupied with 

t h e i r own problems - the junior doctors ' strike whi ch we must 

hope the Medical As sociation of Jamaica's intervention will help 
t' 

to end, the t elephone company strike , which we must hope Mro Ross s 

intervention will help to end , and the Seprod bu siness which now 

seems t he most i ntractable - while all. thi s had dominated our 

concerns , much of great geopolitic al importance ha s been brewing 

in and about Southern Africa. On the eve of tomorrow ' s anni ve:ss§.ry 

of the 1976 black riots in the one- mill i on- strong Sou th- Western 

Townshi p commonly called Sowemo , the Pre sident of Kenya , Mr . Daniel 

Arap Moi , has called for intensified armed struggle as he sees that 

as t he only way in whi vh t he ugly r acist doctri ne and prac t i ce of 

Apartheid can be ended. The importance of this call by Kenya lies 

in the fact that she i s regarded by both the Western Powers as 

well as by mo s t ·African and Thi rd World countries as being among 

t h e most 'modera te' of t he African stateso She has warm and very 

cordial re lation s with the United States and has been held up as 

a model of the ki nd of independent African s tates the United States 

would like to see all over the African con t inent . The result has 

been that Kenya had no probl ems attracting . American and European 
to 

investment and aid moneyo An d the aid/an d invest-'ment in Kenya 

were sharply and pointe ly contras ted to the minimal ai d and almo s t 

no i nvestment i n Tanzania , the l eftist regi me which supported and 
and trainin g camps 

provi ded bases/ for African freedom figh ters from then Portuguese 
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Mozambique, white Rhodesia and racist South Africa . I still remember 

on my last extended East and Central African trip in the 1960s 

hearing from one of the top leaders of the bann ed African National 

Congress of Sou t h Afr i ca how their camps in Kenya had been Drdered 

clo sed bec ause the Kenyan governm ent was developi ng its special 

re l ati onshi p with the United States : this was , of course in the 

days of the great Jomo Kenyat t ao The South Africans moved mainly to 

T~nzania but some also went t o Zambiao Now Kenya , through its new 

President , i s calli ng for i ntensifi ed armed str uggle against Sou th 

Afri cao And thi s a t a time when an American deputy secretary of 

State i s i n Southern Africa reporte dly tryi ng , in collaboration with 

South Africa's white rulers , t o work out a new Namibi an ' solution' 
the establishing of 

that would bypass the United Nations and that would ensure/a s o-callee 

' moderate •· government i n Namibia which i s ac ce p table t o South Africa.o 

The Sou t h Afr icans have l e t it be known that any other solution , 

any e l ectoral victory by SWAPO ' s Sam Nujoma for in s tan ce , would 

result in a fullscale South African invasion and oc cupation of . 
rYiame iao Thi s has been t h e soft-spoken threat which ha s i nhibited 

t h e five Western Powers to the po i nt of backi ng off from t h ei r own 

or i gi nal proposal s for Namibian i ndependence . One bigg di fference is, 

and it i s the ge opoli t i cal aspect of nati on a l politics which makes 

yesterday ' s first round results of the French elec ti ons so impor t an t, 
France i s 

t h~t/ i k«xfx~~~k under t he socialist President Mitterand/zxg not 

l ikely to stay in s t ep with America and the re s t on Southern Afri ca . 

I suspe ct Canada , t oo , may think agai n o SWAPO says it is ready to 

step u p the fighting . The bla ck South Africans are steppi ng up their 

own internal attackso Wi t h moderate black states like Kenya urgi ng 

intensi fied armed s truggle , Namibi a. in pa.r°Eicular and South Africa 

generally could eas ily become America ' s agonising new Vietna.l!l?-~ ~,Q,,, 
,,-- ' ,--- ,--::. ... vi: 
~ Goo dn igh t 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



NEWS COMMENTARY 

1) A"/; Bpd eek on Labour Relati ons Scene 
2) Pi tfall s of the Confrontation Syndrome ,i,_,,,,. iu nu EE ,; 1 u b cc a,, 

For broadcast on Friday 
June 12 , 1981 , 6ol0p. m 

Good evening : Rhis week has turned out to be much worse than most 

of us had expected it to be in terms of labour reletionso At the 
s ome 

star t of the week there had been/small hopes of some sort of under-

stand~ r accommodation between the government on the one hand , and 

some of the public s ector worker groups . The junior doctors had 

returned to work pendi ng further talks with Ministry of Health 

officials ; the nurses were also meeting with officials of the Health 

and Public Service ministrieso And as long as people were sitting 

down and talking there was the po s sibility of some understandi ng. 

The nurses , in particular , were not even talking about the wage offer 

itself at this time : their concern was with how what was available 

to them would be apporti oned and they wanted their priori t i es taken 

into ac coun t . And this seemed an emminently r easonable position. 

So at the start of the week a meeti ng of minds did seem possibleo An 

easing of the tension over the public sector wage issue di d seem a 

possi bility. On Tuesday there was a meeti ng between repr esentatives 

of the j unior doctors and the Government ' s rva.ges , Salaries and Fringe 

Benefits Committee , and it was after this meeti ng that the junior 

doctor s decided on strike action. The Medical Associati on of Jamaica 

then reportedly asked for a meeting with the Prime Minister in hopes 

of tryi ng to avert the strike , but they were told that such a meeting 

would serve no useful purpose as the government had alr eady made its 

final offer. So , yesterday morn i ng , the junior doctors began their 

,stri ke acti on : and Jamai ca ' s health services are already feel i ng the 
po-.--,., "'"' ,k... 

l pres sure . For how long will th1· s go r;, H on· ow much suffering mus t the 
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poor in need of health care endure before this matter i s resolved? 

These are among the most nagging questionso And the unfortun a te 

confrontationist atmo sphere which has now de~eleped around this 
issue 
mllt.t.tH:x does not make for hopeful answerw to these questionso I 

still happen to believe that some sor t of understanding was possible 

within the framework of what the government said it could afford . 

I thought Mro Shearer made the poi nt well on Tuesday when he said: 

" The total amount of the budget cannot be negotiatedo . o we are willin6 

to negotiate within what is availableo II We have no way of knowing 

how far this was done on Tuesday before the junior doctors decided 
, for instance, 

on strike action . Did the Medical Association of Jarr aica/have some 

ideas which could have helped to 'negotiate within what was availablJ '? 

It might have been useful in avoiding confrontation t o at least 

listen to what the older heads of the Medical Association had to 

suggesto One of the pitfalls of the confrontation syndrome is that 

it u sually invokes the simplistic good- guys-and-bad-guys way of 

seeing issues . The good guys stand for one thing, the bad guys 

stand for the opposite : the good guys represent the publi c interest , 

the bad guys are opposed to the public interest. Well , it doesn't go 

so: there are no ba d guys in this oneo Those who wqnt to keep the 

pudget in present limits are good guys . And those who demand fair 

and just reward for an important public service are just as go od 
particular 

guyso The real need in thi s/equation i s to r econcile the public 
not to overspend 

in t erest/with fair and just treatment of a valued group whi ch serves 
in a un4quely special way . best 

that interest/ And confrontation is not the/way to achieve that 

re conciliation . Of course there are other claimants waiting in the 
ready 

wings/to jump into any s l i ght opening . Thi s is what complicates the 

whole thingo But this is the challengeto leadershi p , the challenge to 

statesmanship 0 Goodnighto 
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1) Budget Deba te: Shearer on Pro ductvity 
2) Mid-East Ten sions Escaia*e 
3 Top U.S. Delagation In South Afric a 

NEWS COlVIMENT,ARY 
For bro a dcast on Wednesday 
June 10, 1981, 6.lOp.m 

-re,,_ ;, ....:..--. d ....r...... t._......,__ T ~ ,,_.,_ cl!,.:..>..._ ~ '.,_ 
Good evening: ~ The highpoint s of Mr. Hugh Shearer' s budget debate 

speech yesterday were, at le ast a s far a s I am concerned, his 

powerful an d reasoned call for increas ed produc.tiQp and •incre a ~ d 
~..\~-- dC<.¼\,\. _,__. a..--!\ tt.,... ~~ ,>~ { -.r ~l~ . 

productivity; f_ lri"s very careful ana mo derate explanation of the 
"~ • c,,I. C 0 • - C::,c,..,.,,J{__"\'.._ 

government's plain inability to meet the pay demands of public 
~ 

sector workers/ the governrren t' s willingness to negotiate within 

the limitations of wha t the budget can rea sonably and real istically 

afford. And I thought, too, t hat hi s reminder that the IMF will 

not be here forever and t hat there will not be an endless cycle of 

three-year loan programmes, was most a ppropriate. Sooner or later 

J amaica is going to have to buckle down to t he bus iness of working 

its troubles away and earning t he t hings it wants. The hard question 

i s : will it be sooner or will it be l a ter? Will J amaica xka have to 

experience an even more bitter blow than t he shortages and scarcities 

of recen t ye ars before J amaican s become rea lly serious about workin g 

our troubles away? For i n s t ance, it r ained all l a s t night and for 

mo s t of the early hour s of t h is morning in southern Jamaica: so how 
workers 

many of t h e 102,000 plus public sector/stayed off the job or t urned 

up very la te this morning? Thi s i s what pro ductivi ty an d performance 

are a ll about. I wen t to collect a parce l of books a t the parcels 
big an d 

post of fice in King s t on. The pl a ce is/cool an d spqcious; a good 

pl a ce to work in. It took me s omethin g like t hree-quarter s of an 

hour t o collect one small parcel of s ix books ; and it required a 

half dozen people to handle and process t he form whi l e I waite do 
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I rec all there being four or five other custome,s on my side of the 

counter, and something between fifteen and twenty apparently mostly 

casual and idle people on t he other side of the countero The workers 

outnumbered the cus tomers and the customers ha d to await the pleasure 

of the workers . Thi s i s what productivity and performance are a1l 

a.bouto One of the very real failures of the past government, to my 

mind , was that it was not as strong on worker-responsibility as it 

was on worker-rightso What went on a t the JOS was a case in point. 

Yesterday Mr . Shearer made the connection between worker-rights and 

worker responsibiliti es very sharply and very cle arlyo If we are to 

work our troubles away then all of us, workers and their trade unions, 

employers and their a.ssocia tions, are going to have to pay more than 

jus t lip-service to that connection between rights and responsibilit­

ieso Fail to make that connection and we fail to performft and 

produce , and everyb ody will blame everybody else for that failureo 

The politics is or. should be behind u s for at least the next three 

years , which is the time the government says it needs to turn the 

economy around . So when do we begin t he s erious bu siness of pro­

duction and performance? On fo reign policy Mr . Shearer's firm repud­

iation of any suggestion of clo s er Political ties with Chile s till 

left open t he question of whether what 'Insport' reported Mro Errol 

.Ander son as saying me ans closer sporting ties with Chileo And this , 

I thi nk , is a point t hat siiould be cle are d upo There was nothing 

unclear about the con demnation of t he Iaraeli attack on the Iraqi 

nuclear reactor or about the denunciation of Apae ~heid an d all forms 

of r acism , even the subtle brand that s howed up in the elections here . 

An d today , a s if to update Mr . Shearer , a. top-level UoS . delegation 

arrived in South Africa to persue the new Reagan policy of so-called 

'Constructive en gagement ' with the r a cist re gi meo The topi c is 

Namibia and we may yet have to s tand up and be countedo Goodnight o 
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Avoiding Confron ta tion 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro a dcast on Monday 
June 8 , 1981 , 6cl0p . m 

Good evening : The industri a l s cene continues to be un s ettled: workers 

i n both the private and public s ectors are either off t h e job , on 
in a 

work- to-rule , on go- i.low or lhlll what is described m.n un i ~n jarg on as/ 

' restive ' mood . The g eneral atmo sphere on the labour relations s cene 

is one of threat and menace ; one of confrontation i n the makingo 

Everybo dy seems bent on ' standing firm' for their own particular 
, ev ery group 

brand of rights; everybody/is talking and talking i'a Si on behalf of 

t heir own ~ &JUf special case ; and very few seem to be listening to 

wha t the oth er side in any par&i ~ular dispute i s sayingo The support­

ers of t h e g overnment in t h e matter of the public sector wage impasse 

are loudly denouncing t he junior doctors and the nurses , and anybody 

else who supports these latter groups , as 'un pa tri otic ', subverwive 

and ben t on wre cking the recovery effor.to The trade union s are 

denounced as negative and irree ponsible o And these groups , i n their 

turn , are doing t heir own denouncing and their own warning and threat­

ening and the i r own name - calli rlgo An d so the atmosphere of t hreat, 

menace , confrontation continues to build while we talk about the 

need to s erve t~e national interest and about this being our last 

chanc e at national economic recovery . If we ar e s erious about 

economic recovery , and I believe tha t t h e overwh lemi n g majority of 

J amai c an s do want to see economic recovery , then the way of threat 

a a d menace and confrontation will not doo We will not , I think , 

s ucceed in making the IMF agreement work if the civil servants and 

oth er publi c s ector worker s are locked i n con fron t ation with the 
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governmento We will not get production going if workers in the 

private sector are locked in confrontation with their employerso 

And we will not turn the economy around in a climate of non-perform­

ance or mi nimal performance and non - or minimal production. To 

begin to have any hope of turning the economy around a majority of 

the workers in both the public and private sectors must, at the very 

least, pull their weight . Without that all the loan-money in the 

wor ld would be just a ~xxtR further wa s te of resources which future 

generations of Jamaieans would have to pay foro And for there to be 

any h ope of performance and production there must be an end to the 

mood and atmopphere of confrontation, t here must be a return to a 

mood of reason and accommodationo But how do you go about creating 

this mood? First 9 I suggest, by the parties involved coming together 
public public 

quietly and without any/flexing of muscle or/pressure playo There is 

a long tradition of this in Jamaican labour relations; it would be 

worthwhile going ba ck to that t ra:dition rather than to follow those 

who are hellbent on a showdown trial of strength between management 

and labouro For one thing, no matter who wins in such a trial of 

strength , J amaica will suffer and our hopes of fulfilling the three­

year IMF programme may be fraatratedo So , avoiding confrontati,on 

has to be seen as critical to succeeding with the IMF programme o But 
and the economy 

does not this put the government/at the mercy of the trade unions 

and other workers ' organisa tions? Thi s is as hard a question he~e 
in 

as it is in communist ~eland and/capitalist Britain , and there are 

no s lick or easy an swer s . Governments, no less than trade unions, 

need always to remember and to be reminded of the limits on what 
~ •- Lt f~S 

raw power can do : it is Leas'f:.._ , for in s t ance , to use raw power 'to 1 

break down and de s troyoik~ lt i s/~8tu~g f~~Ypower to create a mo~d 

and climate of co-opera tion and concensus 0 And th;:;~ what J amaica 
needs most right nowo Goodnight h 
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1) Budget Debate & Foreign Volicy 
2) The International Scene: 

NEWS COMMENT.A.RY 
For broadcast on Friday 
June 5, 1981, 6ol0pom 

a) Middle East;b) Southern Africa 
c) Western Europe 

Good evening: We have , in recent days, been understandably pre­

occupied with our own affairs almost to the exclusion of anything 

going on in the outside world. And yet in his winding up for the 

Parliamentary Opposition in the Budget deba~ yesterday Mr. Michael 

Manley reminded us of just how profoundly what happens in the great 

big world out there «ll[ll: can, and often does, affect what happens 

here. So while our budget and its designs for national economic 

recovery are importan t we should try to sea it in the wider context 

of the ebb and flow and the con stant changes on the world scene . 

And this, I thought, gave strong point to Mr~ Man ley'~«m:J±x±Ni 

criti cism of the manner in whi ch the major speeches in the debate 

were arrangedo The two main Opposition spokesmen have now finished 

their contributions in the · debate. The two remaining speakers are 

Mr. Shearer , the government's princi~al spokesman on foreign affairs 
. 

and foreign trade, and the Prime Mi nister . who will of course wind up. 

Mr. Man ley' s point was that since the principal government spokesman 

on foreign affairs and foreign trade had not yet spoken there was 

no way in which the Opposition could examine and comment on what 

the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Tr ade would say. And I 

agree t hat this is no t t he best way to go about matters if Parliament 

- consisting of both government and opposition sides - is to in form 

and educate the nation on the con duct of i t s own affairs. In the 

Br itish Parliament, on whi ch our own is modelle d , ,and in Commonweal th 
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parli am ents where t hey do have opposition parties, the general 

practice in Budget debate s i s for the Leader of the Oppo si tion to 

be the last· spe aker before the Prime Minister windso And t his means 

of course that the Opposition Leader will have heard the entire 

government presentation before he s peaks; and the Prime ]linister 

would still be left to wind up and pick up any loose ends and 

answer any questions that he considers important to deal wi tho In 

thi s sense the Parli amentary Bu dget debate is, and must be, much 

more than a game of one-upmanship in which any one side'tricks' any 

other sideo I, for one, am s orry t ha t we will not have this kind 

of necessary two-sided look at the government' s foreign policy 

posture this time aroundo Let u s hope t hings will be remedied for 
I 

next years debate so that the Opposition would be in a pos ition to 

bring its own analysis to bear on a stated government foreign policy 

posture. How, for instance, does t he government view the current 

expposive situation in the Middle East? And are the views of the 

government and t h e oppo si tion i n accord? Or do they differ? And if 

they do, in what respects? A.Nd what of what i s going on in Southern 

Africa where some delicate new conditions for a Namibian settlement 

seem to be in t h e making between Pretoria and Washington? I think we 

all know that all Jamaican ¢ governmen fJ going all the way back to 

independ·ence have been consi s tent in their oppo si tion to Apartheid; 

but what of t h e details and t he tactics? And would it not give our 

Minister of Foreign Affairs that much more authority in the councils 

of the world if it comes right out of our ~arliament t hat he speaks 

for both sideso It s eems important that bipartisan approaches in our 

foreign policy should be formali s ed in Parli amento It is a pity t his 

c ould not be done in thi s first major parli amentary debate of the new 
stated 

government. There i s flux in We s t Europeo A/common approach from our 
parliament would have been a very useful t h in g at t his time 0 Goodnight 
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1) Budget Debate: Opposition's Mullings 
2) Public Sector Labour Scene 

~ Ea ili%1xs2nc11ts R P I s. 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcas·t on Wednesday 
J une 3, 1981 , 6 . lOp . m 

Good evening: The 1981/82 Bu dget debate continued in Parli amen t 

yesterday with Mr . Seymour Mullings opening for the Opposition. 

Most of us who are interested, and I think most J 2maican s are , 
to 

listened/or watched the broadcas t of Mr . Mullin.gs ' speech, s o 

t here is no need to .repeat what he said. I was impressed by the 

balance and moderati on of his criticism , by his willingness to give 
by 

credit wh ere it was due, and/the overall absence of nastiness in 

h is whole a pproa ch. I think J amai can politics can only benefit by 

putting behind us the n as ty sneering and jeering and smearing and 

character assassination ~11 of which passed for political debate 

not so long ago . I think Mr . Mullings set a fine example for all 

to follow . And in the s tra igh t business of poli tica ~culi-and-thrust 

his ptatement t hat the Oppo si tion would never seek to malign the 

country h ere o~ abro ad , or seek to sell its good name short for 

cheap political gain, or t h reaten to lock it down , or call its 

supporters out into the s treets , were sharply pointed and sharply · 

telling bec au s e t h ose who li s tened and those who wa tched could make 

an easy conn e c tion between what he se.id and what had happened so 

veTy recently. The on ly hint of anger and pa ssion was when Mr . 

Mullings s a id J ama ica was not , never has been, and never will be one 

hug e slumo And I think many people will wait with great · interest 

for answers to s ome of the question s Mr . Mullings raised about some 

of the numbers in this Budget. As I li s tened to Mr . Mullings I got 

the impression that the Oppo s ition had finall y come out of the shock 
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6f las t October' s massive defeat at t h e polls and was re ady to again 

assume i ts place and its respon s ibility in the national life of thi s 

country. So all those fe ars about our parliamentary democra cy may 

be prema ture, e specially in the light of Mr. Speaker' s stern 

insistence yesterday that tho s e on the government benches do not 

use their numbers to try an d hassle t he oppo s ition spok esman o In 

the background to all this, of cour s e, was t h e knowledge of the 

unrest on t h e industrial s cene, especi ally among the h e alth workers 

of the public s ector; and the knowledge that behind the h e a l th worke r s 

were the unresolved c laims of t h e te a chers ? t h e civil s ervants , and 

of those public s ector wor ker s repre s ente d by the trade unionso It 

was heartening that no one in parliament ye sterday t ri ed to gain 

poli ti c al mileage out of this unsettled and potentially explo s ive 
labour front. Manley 

s i tua.tion on t he/ .ix:Dilli:.slixi:2:i:x.arn::Di vv i th Mr./ikR2:x2:x and Mr. She arer, 
parliamentary 

t h e two most respected and trusted/figures on the labour front still 

to speak in the debate, it may in fact still be po ssible to work out 

some accommodation to avert a colli s ion betwe en public s ector workers 

and their employerso If n o such accommodation is reqched, if the 

situation ends up in hard confronta tion then, n o matter who wins 

in t he long run, J amaica will suffer and suffer grievous ly in the 

short run; and all the l oan money in the world will not solve our 

problemso Only t h e people of J amai ca, work in g tog ether, can .s o lve 
t h ose 

/~ocx problems: and n obo dy has yet been able to i mpos e a spirit of 

co-opera tion on any grou p or groups of fr e e and self-re specting 

pe opleo An d this is one of our key pr oblems o Perhaps it might be 

us e ful for Mr. Seaga to c a ll in Mr . Shearer and Mr . Manley and f or 
out 

t h e th±ee of them to h ammer/some fo r mula tion for the representativ es 

o f the publ ic s ector workers to con sider. Thi s may not be go od party 

or power politi c s; it would be goo d for the national interest~ 
Goo dnight . 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 

Publi c Sector Wages & 
Pres ure Po l iti cs & 
The Health Service 

For broadcast on Monday 
June 1 , 1981 1 6 ol 0pom 

Good evening : The weeken d danger of what has been described as 

the like l y ' i mminent collapse ' of J amaica ' s medi ca l services appears. 

to have deepened rather than easedo It now seems that i f somethi ng 

i s not done 9 and don.e quickl y 9 to ease the s ituati on amai ca I s a l ready 

weak and fragile health service will i ndeed co~~a~sea And if this 

were t o happen the sadde s t irony of all may well· be the comment 

that i t need not have happened o Ever ybody agrees that the j un ior 

doctors 9 for one exampl e 9 have been gr ossly underpai d and gros l y 

overworked for a very long t i me o I thi nk most of us would agr ee 

t ha t not ever y worker i n the public sector who has been offered 
• 

the government ' s $29 a week pay i ncrease over the two- year perio d 

pefor ms equally well, works equal ly har d , or render s equally val uabl e 

servi ce to the societya We know t ha t t here are very hard worker s in 

the public sec t or ; we know there are time- server s ; and we know that 

ther e are «r ones o But by some peculiar l ~gic of our i ndustria l 

re l ati ons practi ces t he good , the bad and the pl a in no- goo d as far 

as work performance and work val ue are conc erned are made the same 

wage offer a And thi s is , I thi nk , our fir s t patent pi ece of l abour 

relati ons madness when you consi der the ki nd of work l oad and l eve l 

of responsi bili t y our ·un i or doctqrs and our nurses are called upon 

t o carrya And it does not he l p matter one li ttl e bi t whe peopl e 

who should know bett er , and who would be qui ck to stand up for their 

ovm r i ghts , and who would thefusemves not hesi tate to thr eaten locki ng 

down thi s or that , accuse jun i or doctor or nurses of being ' unpatri ot 
i c ' f t d ' ors an 1ng up for thei r own r i ghts 

0 1 really do not thi nk 
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the i nvocation of the ' nationa l i nteres t ' should ever be used to 

try and perpetuat e and justify the ki nd of exploi tati on the very 

skilled workers in our hea lth services have had to endure o So one 

of the first things I think we need to do i s to ease up on some of 

the pressure play on our health workerso They are no t any more 

un patr i oti c than any other group of J emaicans who demand a fair day ' 1= 

pay for a fai r day ' s work : i ndee d , they are , by common consent 9 more 

deser vi ng t han most o And that be in g t he case l et t here be an end t o 
snide 

the/x±«I 9 unfa i r and undeserved political i nsi tuati ons agains t them . 
be i ng 

These peopl e are not/as unreasonabl e as some would have u beli eveo 

I know , for instance 9 that the nurses associati on is anxi ous j us t 
in order 

to get a meeti ng/to spell out their own consi dered views on how wha t 

i s available could be all ocated to t he best possi ble advantage o Sure l y 

that i s a very reasonable positi on which any reasonable employer 

would at l east listen to o So it i s worr yi ng that the nurses • l eader­

ship should , rightly or wrongly , get the feelin g that their empl oyers 

are not all that i nterested i n such a meeti ng , s i nce the enti re 

weekend up to this morning seemed not l ong enough for them to set a 

t i me o No t a very impor t ant po i nt , perhaps, but one whi ch could make 
negotiati ng in 

all the difference between/ha:ancmg a climate of acc omoda tion or a 

clima te of confrontationo Now , the problem of dealing wi th public 

sector wages i s clearl y a very har d and difficul t one o Somewhere , at 

some time , someone had to draw t he l i ne and s lowdown the growth of 

the publi c sector wage billo And how this is don e i s qui t e as 

important as that it is don eo Even done the r i gh t way , with un der­

standi ng and co-operati on ra t her t han mi sunderstandi ng an d con frontat-

ion , i t will be di fficult enoughto But done the wrong way it could 

mean grief for Jamaica o So let there be a muti ng of the pressure 

politics from all side s , i nc l udi ng the government s i de 0 Goodn i gh t 
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The No New Taxatio Budget 

NEWS COMivIEN T Y 
For broadcast on Friday 
May 29 9 1981, 6 ol0pom 

Good evening : The ove rwhelmi ng ma j ori ty of Jamaicans w· 11, I thi nk 9 

warmly we co the 'n o new t a.x mraion fo th· year• Revenue Estimates 

of the 1 981/8 2 Budget presente d by Mr. Seaga to Par 1 · amant ye ter­

day . There was o course the warning that this ' no new taxation 

po ition ~ was condi t i onal on the government bei ng abl e to collec t 

some $3 5- mi l lion w~xt« of arr ear s. If that money i s no t c ollected 

then tbe shortfal l may have to be made up i n new axes later i n the 

year . So those who are i n arrears woul d b e do i ng a servi ce to a ll 

Jamaica ' s taxpayers by payi ng up , and payi n·g up promptlr. But the 

re lief t hat there will be n o new t axes i s shar ed by f r i end and foe 
ga in the 

a like o I f t he are a are co l lected then t e/ housekeepi ng budge t 

of ju t over $85- million will be c l osed by the issuin g o f Tre asury 

Bills o And so i t will be possi ble t o bal ance the budge withou t any 

new taxation and wi thout any pr_inti ng of money without backati f o 
. and 

So there wil l be o i ncrease in the price of petrol; / n o gover nment-

de creed i ncrease on such things as c i ggaE~t a~ and beer and the 

like o Thi <· is not to say there may not be i ncreases on the price of 
or some of them , 

these thi ngs/ixk~ later i n this -f i scal year; but i f any such increase 

were to come i t wi ll not be because of any government taxati on policy 

but rather because price contr ol s have been lifted from most of these 

thi ngs . So no n ew t axation i s the f i rst great relief for us allo 
area of 

Another/relief that peopl e i n the countr part i n par ticular will 

welcome most warmly are the compl ete scrappi ng of taxes and duti es 

on agri cu l tural t rucks and the easi ng of stamp e.n<iy and sa.le t axes 

for a l l other trucks 9 as we ll as th i ncreasing of other agr i cultural 
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incenti ves w i h , it i s hoped , will l ead to grea er producti on , 

especially for export o I hope to comment further on t he agricult ral 

in centi ves when .I h ve examined the documents more fally but for the 

present I note on l y the propo s als for increasing the growing of Bl ue 

Mountai n coffeeo There is a world market which is hungeri ng for 

ell t he Bl ue Moun t a i n coffee that J amai ca can produce ; the Japanese 9 

t he American , the Europeans will crambl over e ch ot er for all 

the Bl ue Mountai coffee Jamaica can provi de , and will pay p~Emium 

prices i n foreign exchange for the coffeeo If we couad produc e t gis 

one «XM~ labour-inten sive crop to the li · t · of o capabili ty f or 

it 9 we woul d be a l ong way on the road to so lving the probl em of 

our foreign exchange needs o Thi s has been a recurring them~of Mr o 

All an Isaacs in and out of politics , i n dot of one or the other 

party 9 i n and out of government , over a very very long time in deed o 

Let us hope t hat th·s time around the concep t will become a prac tica: 

reality to Jamaica ' s benefi t o Another area of relief from taxation 

th twill be mos widely we l comed i s i n the savings by i ndivi dual s o 

As well a maki ng life a deal more tolerable and rewardi ng for the 
the tax exemption on earned interest 

in di vi dual saver/21ui will or shoul d encourage more saving , especially 

i f i nfl ati on .nd i nfl ationary prices begin t o slww down o And these 
·~ 

development b The ~ savings could then be used to finance further 
what struck me as 

area of uncertainty in/an otherwise optim±:sGic and upbeat 
still 

ful pro j ecti on fo r future economic recovery and growth is 

2nd hope­
unneso l ved 
the/matter 

0- '{,,.¥ ~ ~ 
of the age clai m of l public sector worker so How hat matter i 

r e s olved , and t he spirit i n which it i s resolved ~ is quite as 

i mportant as all the painstaking plann i ng nd h rd work that obviousl ; 

w nt into yester day ' s presen t ation o On ce again there is promise and 

hope , as th£re was in 1962 , as there wa i n 1972 : l et us hope t hat 

this tim~ ard work and good sense .&m:I~X«E will lead to succes o 

~ ~o ~ i~t 
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1) Budget Debate : Second Phase 
2 ) Public Sector Wages , Taxation 
3 ) JoT.Ao on A Dangerous Circul~r. 
4) Jordan ' s Hus s ein i n Moscow 

NEWS COMM EN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
May 27, 1981, 6ol0p . m. 

Good even i ng: The second phase of the annual budget exerc i se gets 

un der way tomorrow with the Pri me Mi n i ster telling the nati on how 

we are go in g t o rai se the $2 , 500-mi lii o~plus• which the governmen t 
'-

plans to spend in f iscal year 1981/82. And one ·very i mportant 

question is whether our pre s ent level of taxati on will bring i n 

enough revenue . to cover t he nati on ' s recurrent housekeepi ng of which 

public sector wages takes such a big chunk? Or, will there be need· 

for additiona l tax•tt on? And if there i s to be additiona l taxati on 9 

what fo r m would it t ke? If it i s in direct t xati on i n t he fo rm 

of addi tional charges on consumption then the 'peopl e i n the lower 

i ncome levels wi ll in evitabl y fee l it mosto If , on the other hand , 

it is direct taxati on then those in the h~gher income brackets will 

bear the brunt though all income earners wi l l feel the b~ow . And , 

of course 9 yesterday ' s news out b f Gen eva that the OPEC oil Mi n i sters 

have decided to ho l d oil prices at their· present levels t ill the 
Jamai can 

end of this year does suggest that/motorist just may escape a 

petrol pri ce i ncrease this time around o I say ' may ' because there 

c an be no certainty bout it . If it were jut a matter of passing on 

any oi l increase then we ~ould expect the gover ment to fo llow the 

OPEC oil Mi nisters·• lead and keep l ocal pe t r ol prices where they now 

are . Bu t i pet ol pric e s are seen as just another source to be tappe d 

for add "t ion al revenue then the government may decide t o up the 

pr i ce o What , one wo ders, would the Na t i onalist Patri otic Movement 

do in such an eventuality? Stage another gas price strike across 
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t he country? Let us hope the NPM is not pu t t o the test" Then 

there is ±KR today ' s r esumed t alk between the Mi ni ster of the 

Publ ic Servi ce and t he unions and organ i sa tion re presen t i ng publ i c 

sector workers which may a l so have an i mpor t an t bear in g on how the 

numbers come out in tomorrow ' s presentation of t he Rev enue Estimates o 

We must assume t hat the Cabinet ha come up wi t h a more ' realistic ' 
off er 

/ which t he Min i s t er will put to t he unions and that some understandin c 

will be reache d; t he c oun try s ore ly nee ds uch an understandin§ 

qui ckly if we are t o get on with the busi ness of worki ng our troubles 

awayo In par graph 28 o the memorandum with the IllF the government 

says: " The government wi ll implement , not later than October 1 9 1981, 

a spec ts of t he comprehe s i ve t ax re fo m programme to attai n an 

i ncrease o ot less t han½% of GoD oP, on estima ed tax revenue for 

fin ncia year 1981/82 11 o For there to be any hope of r .a.a li sng thi s 

there must be a wi de measure of h rmony and productivi ty i n both the 

public and private sectorso And in our situati on , l i ke it or not , 

no one i de 9 be · t gover me t , private ec tor employers or the trade 
r u t hl e sly 

u ions , c an/ i mpo e i ts will on a 1 the other sides , or ram i ts wi shes 
and duri ng the debat e 

down their throatso What comes ou t tommrro / will, I hope , reflec t 

t hi Jamaican eali ty o other matter of current concern is the 

c ircular f om the Mini try of ~Educati on which appe ars on the front­

p ge of today ' s Dai ly News and which the Ja~ai ca Teacher Assoc i a ti on 

is reported as describing as ' very dangeroud' o Please read it, 

per on ' s poli t i cal an d ci i c a c ti vi ties , carried out i n their own 
Jamaican \ 

t im e and w·thi n t~e framework of t he/Consti tu t ion, should not bethe 

sub ·ec of thi t ype of ci rcular . I hope t e Min i str y of Educ a i on 

follo s the advi ce of the J T t o withdraw the circular . nd f inally 9 
,.., , . . and posture · 

Jordc.1n s Ki ng Husse i n ' s pre ence/in Moscow h s created new problems 
for th~ -t\Jneri c~ns in the currently hi ghl y vola ile Middle East , hence 
Mr o Phili p Habib ' s call ho~e for consult i onso Goodn i ght 0 
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NEWS COMM EN '.CARY 

The Dilemme of the 
Public Sector Wage Bill 

For broadcast onMonday 
May 25 9 1981 , 6o l 0pom 

Good even i ng : A mood of qui et unease ha hung l ike a c l oud over 

this yea.r ' s observati ons of Trade Unions Week and Labour Day ; to 

be sure we had warm expressi ons of goodwill and · ha.tmony for the 

labour movement from spokesmen of all sectors of the society but 

the quiet unease has persi ted o And behi nd it 9 and possibl y the 

singl e most worr yi ng aspect of the labour scene at this time 9 was . 

the government ' s wage offer to public sector workers and the reject­

i on o that offer by all the organisati ons representing public sector 

workers o The government appears to have accepted the un i ons ' demand 

that t he wage contract be for a two-year rather than a three- year 

peri odo So it made an offer of $1 5 a week for the first year to start 

from Jul y 1st , 1981 , and $14 a week from · April 1st , 1982 0 In a 

counter claim the unions demanded $4o · a week for the first , year , 

to begin on April 1st , 1981 9 and $50 a week for the second yea o 

So the government ' s pay increase offer works out at $29 a week over 

the two- year per i od; and the un i ons ' demand work out at a pay 

i ncrease of $90 a week over the same two-year periodo So the distnl§.ce 

between the government ' s offer and th~ union demands is ve~y wi de 

indeed o Over the two-year period that gap between what . is offered 

and what is demanded i s $61 a week o For the first year the difference 

between the governmen t' s offer of $1 5 a week from the first of Jul y 

and the un i ons • demand of $40 a week from the first of April, that 

di fference amounts to $25 a week and three months of mE troactivi ty o 

For the second year th4 di fference between the offered $14 a week 
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and the demanded 50 a week is $36 a weeko And t hese , by any 

standard 9 are huge di fferences o In the overall thing t he demands 

of the un i ons work out at more than three t i mes the government ' s 

off ero So where do you go f r om t here? The un i ons have aske d for 

t he gover nment to make a more realistic offero What , in this 

con t ext 9 woul d be a realis ti c offer? Woul d spli tti ng the di fference 
-~ r what is offer ed and what is demanded be a real istic off er? If the 

Vdi fference of $25 a week of the first year were to be pli t evenly 

half of it woul d be $12 ., 50 which would then be added to the $1 5 

offer , resulti ng i n a new offer of $270 50 fo r the first yearo And 

usi ng the same method the offer f or the second year would go up to 

$32 a week o Thi s would gi ve us an average weekly i ncrease of $59 050 

over the two-year con tract periodo But stop and thinko Just spl i~­

t i ng the di ffernce in this way would in crease the public sector wage 

bill by $618 9 800 9 000 over the two-year peri od o And r i gh t now , before 

any i ncrease of any ki nd , that wage bi l l takes up 76% of the recurren~ 

or housekeepi ng budget o Where woul d we ge t this additi onal mone j 

from? More t axati on ? And yet , t he j unior doctors , t o menti on just 

one group of public sector workers 9 deserve a grea t deal better than 

j hey are now gettingo But let us al s o face t he fac t that there are 

many workers in the public sector who are just coasti ng along , do i ng 

as lit t le as they must for as much as they can get away witho On e of 
hard and long-s t andin g 

the/pr obl ems is s~pna ating the workerw f r om the drones so t hat tho se 

who perform may be bett er pai d and those who don·1 t be set f r ee ; but 

you do not do thi i n the context of a wage negoti a tion o So , where 

do we go from here? Wha t is a realistic wage offer? And who pays for 

i t? And what ki nd of service do they get i n return? How do we bal ance 

the i nteres t s of a key group of 100 , 000 workers agai nst the equally 
important i nterests of 2 mill i on mainly very poor J amaicans? Goodnij h t 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 

End of Trade Un ions Week , 19819 
S01 e hard problem for the future 

For br oadcast on Fr i day 
May 22 , 1981 9 6 o10p omo 

Good even i ng: Thi s year ' s :erade Union s Week en d$' tomorrow with Labour 

Day a its po i nt of climax: and I think those of us who had hoped 
s i ze t he .opportunity to/ at l east 

t hat the maj or union 9 would/ o.ffer some new· thi nki ng on/some of 

the ma j or probl ems facing the nati on must be a l itt le disappointedo 

We were offered no~hin g new on the - hard probe~• of unempl oymento 

There was not even mention of cutting out overti me to gi ve a few of 

the unempl oyed a smai1 break : there was not a whi sper about ·oo­

sharingo The standard conventional wi sdom that i ncreased producti on 
i s ~ 
was the way to create more jobs was muted by putting the responsi bili ~ 

for such i ncreased pro duction almost exclusively on the shoul ders of 
were 

managemento Management , we/M.XJX. told , must create the cli mate in which 

worker s would want to increase product on o Thi s is 9 of course , t he 

o t her side of the negative co i n in whi ch management puts the blame 

for l ow producti vity on t he workers o The ·sad fact is that the per­

for mance of both management and workers are pretty often to bl ame i n 

equal measure •for l ow prody:ctivityo I would have fe l t very much 
• 

happier abo.ut our organi ed l abour- movement i f aii s~me poi nt during 

thi week one of our leading un i on spoke men had t alked straight out 

in spec i f i c terms abou t some of the shortcomings and some of t he 

failures of the organ i sed labour movement o But new thi nking and 

self-critici sm are not common or easi ly come-by vi rtues , especiall y 

by those who fee l themse l ves embattle do Jamai can managements are not 

i n the hab · t of ho l di ng up their failures , shortcomi ne:f an d mean streak: 

for public s crutiny , so why shoul d we expect organ i sed labour to do s6. 
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Perhaps we have this unfair expectati on because we believe tha t 

ultimately i t would on l y s t rengthen J mai ca ' s organ i sed labour 
i f i t were 

movement/ t o' take stock of itself coldl y and di s apassi onatel yo An d 

I think it is going to need all the real i t i c strength,e i t can muster 

i f it i s to grapple with some of the hard problems that lie aheado 

The recently surfaced i ssue of what i s the ' nati onal in terest ' has 

opened a tricky new situation which puts almost any negotiated 

se ttlement i n doubto In the Pay Policy secti on of Ministry Paper 

No o9 dealing with the ffie w IMF agreement , t he open i ng sentence reads : 

" The Government be l ieves that empl oyers and employees should se ttle 

pay claims by free negotiati ono" Bu t what happens i f , afte1 such 

free l y negoti ated set tlement , or after a Tribunal award 9 one or the 

other party can have the whole set t lement upset on grounds of the 

' nati onal i ntere t ' ? The un i ons have declared their determ i nati on 

to call on the government to defi ne t ~e ' national interest t o But 

even i f we were to have a defini tion ac ceptable to both labour and 

management , would tha t be the end to it? Why the elaborate and 

costly i ndustrial relati ons struc t ure when it can all be nullif i ed 

by one party go in g to court? And what is to prevent s ome citizen or 

group of citizens going to court and aski ng that i n the ~nati onal 

interest '' all overtime be aboli shed and all job be shared in order 

to do away with unemployment? That woul d i ndeed be i n the ' national 

interest ' if you see unempl oymen t as our gravest nati onal probl em o 

Bu t t o take this courwe , in the ' national i nterest ', may end up 

creating more havoc than we cope with o So where do we go grom he re? 

Where is the or gan i e d labour movement go i ng f r om here? It seem s t o 

me that ooner, r a t her than later , the organ i sed labour movement 

i s going to have to move beyond just servi c i ng the i nterests of its 

dues pa in memhe:r;so If i t fails the •·national inter~ t may yet 
overwne t 0 ~Oounight 
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1) Local Production: Buildi ng or Destroyi ng? 
2 ) Syrian-Israeli Cri is 
3) Trade Unions Week : Widening Hor i zons 

NEWS COMMENRARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
May 20 9 198~ , 6al0p om. 

Good even i ng : '.Lo ca l food producers· - the producers of chicken 

meat , pork produc-t 9 ground provisi on - • are all bawli ng that t he 
. 

bottom has fallen out of their marke tso Local manufacturers and 

small busines s peopl e generally are ·-compla~n i ng of fall-offs in 

their sales and a dr amati c shrinki n g of the i r marke ts,, And both 

the food producers and t~e small manufac t urer s are blami ng their 

troubles on the new f l ood of i mport s i n t o .~he countryo Most of 

us know about the food because we «an see for ourwe l ves t hat ther e 

i s vastly more i mported food about than there has been for a very 

long time o The JLP .has kept i ts promise to bring i n the food and 
• I think all Jamaicans welcome thi s o What I am not sure all Jamai cans 

would welcome equ lly war ml y woul d be the coll apse of our broiler 

i ndustry. In t he years of hardship when food , especially protei n 9 

·w~s very hard to come by , the nati on ' s broiler producers kept fai th 

with t he Jamaican people. Chicken meat bec sme zyeryb ody ' s mea t and 
• 

wa the cheapest meat available. And t ,b.e produc t i on of br oiler meat . 
and its expansion 9 creatJ new opportuniti es for small 'chi cken farmers 

r egul ar 
who in turn created new/ j ob oppqrtunities for many peopl e i n the 

of hard a-f.f'or t ~ 
rural areaso It ha £ taken yearsj for the br oiler i ndu try to be built 

to the point where in our days of s carcity it was t he mai n sour c e 

of Jamai ca ' s meat uppl yo It is now apparen t to all of us just how 

qui ckl y and easi ly . tbd broiler i ndus try can be mashed UP o And i f it 
,,~\ 

were mashed up withi n Lthe next year or so 9 who will take another 
~ "-~ ~ Q_ to 

chance and Lbuild it b ck again~ It is always easi er 9 much easi er to 
~ , 

mash up or te~r down , than it is cr eate and to buil d upQ So I 
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sincerely hope that the designers of the new economic strategy will 

think again before allowi ng the do-called free play o marke t force 

to mash up l ocal food producti on and local manufactur i ngo There just 

is no way that our re ati ve ly tiny bro!hler industry or pig i ndustry 

or garmen t or shoe indust~ w cam survi ve in open free-for-all 

competiti on aga i n the large-scale producers of the Un ited Stat eso 

Those trai ler loads of $100- million worth of ' no-funds ' licenced 

imports of whi ch Mro Vaz spoke the other n i ght could mean the 

difference between survi val or collapse for a number of small 

manufacturers and those who work for themo I t seems to me that when 

he government said i t would a llow impor t s where that was needed to 

keep a check on unreasonableJ rices i t was on very good groun ds and 

most Jamaicans ~ support ito Ri ski ng the destr uc tion of local 

food production and local manufacturi ng is a completely di fferent 

matter agai no Not even the powerful American economy and its man age±' 

are all owi ng their tjotion of the play of market for c es to permi t 

~.5xx~am: J apan to mash up the Americ an motor i ndustry by way of .-' free ~ compet f ition: so they have a greed to limit J panese car i mportE 

to the UoS . to a fixed number o Even the pl ay of so-calle d mq.rket 

forces need some management , in the nati onal i nteres t o And it seems 

to me t hat this , t o o 9 is an rea i n which the organised l abour move­

ment should be deeply interested because what happe~ here can deter­

mi ne whether the workers they represent hav e or do not have j obs 9 So 

let thel~ be a wi den i ng of horizons for the organised labour movemen t 

this trade unions weeko If they don ' t they will go on j ust reacting 

to s i tuations instead of helpi ng to shape them o And final l y and 

briefly the shape of a so l uti on to the Syrian-Israeli i s emergen g 

t hu : Israel, who started it a.11, will undertake , n ot to make any more 
armed flights over ce t • . . 
its mi ssiLes and Mr ega!R pos11tion and Syri a , will then w·thdraw 

0 may ose next months e lec t i ons . Goodn i ght 0 \~ 
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Trade Unions Week , 1981 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
May 18 9 1981, 6 o10p om 

Good evening : This week is bein g observed as Trade Unions Week 

here• i n Jamaica , and it will reach its c limax on Labour Day which 

is this coming Saturday , May 23rdo o there we~l be a wide vari ety 

of acti v i ties i n honour of J amaica ' s organ i sed labour movement and 
. the 

the part it has played i n/bringing of J amaica ~o the point where 

she now is . But the question is : Just where is Jamai ca today? 

At what point is she? And , more specifically , at what po i nt · i s the 

labour movement which we are honouring this week? We begin with 

the lates t available figures which are con tained in the latest 

Labour Force statistics whi ch was tabl ed in Pqr liament at the same 

time as the 1 981/82 Spending Estimateso These figures show that 
• 

in October of 1980 the Jamaican Labour Force or work force had 

reached ~, 006 , 9000 This was the first time the workfo~ce had topped 

the milli6n-mar ko A year earlier , in October of 1979 it had stood 

at 962,5000 This means that between October 1 9 7 9 and October 1980 

the workforce had i ncreased by 44 , 400: During the . same peri od t he 

number of workers i n jobs went up from 663 ,400 in October of 1 9 7 9 

to 737, 300 in Oc t ober of 198 9 which is an increase of 73 , 900 
s 

worker 

i n jobs o So the workforce grew by just over 44 , 000 but those in 

jobs grew by nearly 7 4,000o • To understand this we need t o look at 

the uhempl oyment figures for the same periodo In Oct0ber of 197 9 

the number of unemployed workers stood at 299 ,100 but by October 

of 1980 the figure had dropped to 269 ,600 0 In other words between 

October of 1 9 79 and October of 1980 9 whi· ch i ncidentall y was the last 

year of the PNP regime , unempl oyment went down by 29 9 500, and s o 
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the numbers i n jobs incr ea s ed by that same 29 , 500 0 o 9 all the 

propaganda. of the t ·me n otwi thstandi ng , t her e was a small but 

sign j ficant i mprovemen t i n empl oyment between October 1979 and 

Oc tober 1980 0 If this i mprovemen t can be mai nta i ned i n 1981, i f 

mor e peopl e can find jobs i n 1981 than are brought on t o the l abour 

mar ke t 9 then we shoul d continue to see a smal l bu t s i gni fican t 

reducti on in unempl oymen to And thi s , it s ems t o me , i s one of t he 

most i mpor tant is sue s the org nised and un i ted bour movemen t mu t 

address itself t o o Indicati ons ar e t ha t t he position a chi eved 

between Oc t ober 1979 an d Oc t ober 1980 may not i n fact hol d , tha t 

unempl oyrren t may i n fact be on the inct ease once more o The price 

t o the nati on a l economy of creati ng t hose roughly 30 9 00 0 n ew j obs 

between October 1979 and October 1980 was , obviously , a very hi gh 

one , and a pri ce tha t t he new admi nistr eti on is not prepare d t oj pay , 

and one t hat the coun t ry cannot afford i ndefinitel y t o go on payi ngo 

So a relati onshi p must be e s tablished between the cr eati ng of j obs 

and t he en l argi ng of t he na tional wealth or , if you like , the nationa J 

cakeo Up t o n ow the iliE gan i s ed labour movemen t has t ended to regard 

the busines s of wea l th- creat i on , either t the nati ona l or pri vate 

bus i ness l eve l as the responsi bi li ty of ' managemen t ' or gov ernmento 

Workers di d thei r jobs and colle c ted the i r pay ; others found t he 

capital , di d t he pa ann i ng an d worri ed about vi abi l i ty o I thi nk times 

and conditions have changed s o much tha t thi will no l onger doo 

And I am no sure t ha t the ' market f orces e busi ness all by i tse l f 
for us 

will do/ either , anymor e t han the heavy- handed domi nation of econ i c 

life by a s l ug i sh s t ate bur eaucra cy will doo We need to t hi nk out 

new economi c approaches - a mixture perhaps of enli ghtene d capi tal is , 

c o- opj,r ~;J-l,:t.~ rker parti cipati on and with the s t a t e pl ayi ng a l arge~y 

supporti ng~r ole - i n our search for viabili ty and j ut§i ceo An d 0- 0::.m ~ 
~bo r s houl d , l ogi ~ally 9 spearhead that thinki ngo Goodnight. 
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1) A Dread Week 
2) The Police & the Rule of Law 
3) The DoS . A opening to Sou t h Afri a 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For br oadcas t on Fri day 
May 15, 1981 , 6ol0pom 

Good • evening.: What a dread week this ha s turned out to be! Fi rst 

we ha~ new of the death of B6b Marl ey , and then the attempted 

as sassinati on of Pope J ohn Paul o The tragedy of the Marl ey death 

was that he · wa so gifted and so yo ng : the death ol anybody young 

i s always particul arly sad because · there is , for them 9 so much of 

life left still to be lived o P~d when t he young who die are as 

a.re l y gifted as Marl ey was t hen it as ume s trag:i.e di mensions o And 

the young people of the ghettoes everywhere probabl y need the example 

and the symbol ism of M r l ey more , rlil~ht now , t han ever before o They 

seem t o have so little t o hold on to; so li t t le to be l ieve in; and 
or fanaticism 

thi makes it easy to respond wi th negativi sm/ and violence t o a 

har hand brutal world where ~ igh t i s right and su~ v·val, be i t 
the fittest & 

political or economic or social, is for/the tron o Amd you how 
own 

your/ strength by teari ng do the tronge one within your reach 

and wi •thin your verbal or actual gunsighto And so the strongest 

apo s tle of peace i n . the world today became the assassin ' s tar get 

on Wednesday or this weeko I t was · a dread week i hdeedo And on 
• 

the l oc 1 scene re ports of public concern over how some membe s of 

the poli ce force. deal wi tp. the publ i c hav·e prompted one Mi ni ster of 
JLP 

Government and a/Councill or to write letters of complaint to t he 

Corr~issioner of Police ar'king hi m to i nvesti gate certai n pol i ce 

acti on o There is al o some cencern about an allegdd 'sef ret aquad 'o 

One of the worr yi ng things abou t a 1 this i s the i mpressi on whi ch, 
'1o 

rightl y or wrongly, many peopl e kM~R seem ~have about the l aw and 

how it i s «xxxsxto be enforced o So let us remi nd ourse l ves once 
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agai n that un der our system of government nobody is above the law 

an d nobody i s entitled to take the l aw i to their own hands; it 

does n ot mat t er who they are , it does mat ter what offi ce they 

occupy : under the law 9 in the eyes of the law 9 each J·amai can is 

entitl ed to the same rights as any other Jamaicaft and i s subject 

to the same r estraints as any other Jamaican o The police are given 

certain power s un der t he law in order to upho l d the law: but thi s 

does no t place them either above he law or outside the law o They 

do not t hemselves become the l aw any more than Min i ste~ of Government 

or Members of Parliamen t become the lawo These are all agents of 

one type or another of that hi gh principle of the rule of lawo The 
execute 

Parliament makes t he l awfo; the Courts/«.axXJ: dlhe l aw ; the poli ce are 

the agents who see t hat the law is observedo It i s di fferent in 

dictatorships and repressive r egi mes where the so-called secret 

police may be a law unto themselves o Under our system the poli ce have 

no bus i ness to act as judge 9 jury and executioner bec ause to do so 

would be to break the law: and their job is not to break the law but 

to uphold it in the ·nterest and in t e servic e of the people o Let 

t he i r de e ds measure up to t hat hi gh principle of democracy o An d 

f inally and briefly , the Foreign Mi nister of r acist Sou th Afri ca~ as 

been meeti ng with U. S. Secr etary of State Al exander Ha i g and was 

slated t o meet President Reagan some t ime t odayo Their tal ks ar e 

main l y about Namibian i ndpendence; and the latest formul ati on i s 

t hat there must be constituti onal guar antees for the whi t e mi nor i ty 

before the Sou th Africans will agree to el ecti ons leadi ng to i ndepend­

enc eo The Americans have basicall y accepted this positi on and have 

been pushi ng it at NATO o What ever ybo dy i s very quiet about i s 

Namibi a ' s vast mi neral resources , but I am sure there is some agree­
ment on that too . And , of course , South Afri ca has now come in out 
of the international di plomati c cold , thanks to Reagan • iJbWii1;1i°t 
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The New Pricing Policy 

NEW COMMENTARY 
For broa dca t on Wednesday 
May 13 , 1981 9 6 ol0p om 

Good eveni ng : Mi nistry Paper Number 11 w t bl ed in Parli ament 

on the ame day that the Spendi ng Esti mate . for the financial 

yea'F 1981-82 were presented to Parliamento In · the event , Mi nistry 

Paper Noo 11 tended to be overshadowed by the Budget _Esti mates o And 

yet , as far as the ordi nary consumer is concerned Mi nistry Paper 

No o 11 is a matter of over-ridi ng i mportance be cause i t spells out 

i n some detai l the government ' s policy on pri ces and i t gi ves lists 

of the i terns whi ch have been removed from .. price controls or have 

been so reshuffl ed as to be effecti ve l y removed f rom di rect Mi nister­

ial con r olo Li st ' 1 i the one i n which the Mi n i ster s ets t he 

prices and those prices can only be changed wi th his approvalo Li st 

' B' i s t he one where the producer or m r keter of an item has to 

notify t he Price s Corr®i ssi on of an in tenti on to i ncrease the pri ce on 

that i temo If there is no obj ec tion from tae ~r i ce Commi s s i on w~thin 

30 day the producer or marketer i s fre e to i ncr ea e t h price,, And 

list ' 0' i s the one on which prices are based on a percentage mark-up 
4 

to these l er o Mi n i stry Paper Na o 11 spells out what i tem s are or 

rema i n on which l isto An d the most i mportant ch ges are ·on the i terns 

on l i s t ' A' which were under specific price controlo The followi ng 

items, say Mini s t ry Paper No o 11 have been decontrolled from list A: 

Cheese 9 c i gare ttes , liqui d de t er gent , industr ial gasses , red rum s , 

sal t for i ndustry 9 stout , ye st , schoo l uni form material s , and 
i t e s 

bi scui ts o All these/ are no l onger under pri ce contro l and the produc 

can now pu t any price they want on these i tern 9 if they thi nk the 

mar ket can s t and i to If they over-reach themselves and i f alternative f 
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re available they may end up pric i ng themselves out of busi ness o 

But however it goes in the long run the consumer is bound to fee l 
the . 
tk±~ pressur of i ncreased prices on this list of complete l y ' freed-

up ' items o Next t here i s a shifti ng of some items from l i st 'A' to 

list ' B' - that i s from being ful ly contr ol led to being items on 
30 days 

which the producer must gi ve/n oti ce to the Prices Commi ssi on of the 

i ntention to i ncrease pri ces o These are : Beers , butterin/margari ne 9 

cemen t, whol e chi cken 9 dry detergents , cooki ng gas , l i qui d cows ' milk 9 

overproof r um9 reinforc i ng steel bar s 9 Milo and Mal ted Mi lkso Here 

aga i n , many pri ce s are almost certai n to goi fter the 30- day interval. 
~ I thi nk we need to bear i n mind , though , especiall y as far as the 

food is concerned , that the government ha also declared i tself 

prepared to i ncrease i mports if that became necessary to keep local 

prices at reasonable level s o One catch here ±a - and it is something 

over which l ocal ch i ckenj broiler , pork and other l i vesti ck producer 
c.J3.w-czJ2Q.. o...l, ~ ~~, is 

~have already started to complai n -/the fear that largescale i mporting 

of cheap food could easily undermine and even ki ll local production o 

And there just is no way that even the most effic i ent l ocal producer 

with his rel t i vely small operati on can hope to compete successfull y 

with say , a huge Ameri can chi cken produci ng combi ne , if that combi ne 

were to decide to take over the Jamai can broil er marketo Where ' market 

forces ' are gi ven free play the bi g fish have a way of ei ther swa.llow­

i ng up the little ones or drivi ng them from the feedi ng groundo The 

f i nal i tems removed from list ' A' s speeific price control s and 

t ransferred to l ist ' Ci with i ts se t mark- up are: con t racepti ves , 

l umber , certai n hardware i terns , loc ally made batteri es , l oca.lly made 

tyres . o These are the major changes i n pri ce controlso There is 

much other i nformati on on pri ces in Mi n i stry Paper No 0 11 whi ch i t 

woul d be worthwhi le to get hold of a 0 the ' market forces t come i nto 
play o Goodn i gh t o 
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The Change of Power in France : 
Some Implicati ons f or the Wor l d 

EWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
May 11, 198i, 6ol0pom 

Good evening : The s i ngle most i mportant political deve l o~ment pn 

the wor ld scene this past weekend was the change of po l itical 

power i n France with the socialist Mr. Francois Mitterand defeati ng 

conservati ve for mer Pre sident Mrc Valery Giscard d ' Estai ng : thL -s 

event overshadowed even t he danger ous l y nasty confrontation shaping 
. t he basing of · 

up be t ween Syri a and Isr ael over/Syri an ground-to-air mi s siles in 

the L'ebanon af ter the Israelis had shot down two Syriam helicopters o 

Unl e s s the Americ~ns and Russians between them can persuade the 

Israelis and the Syrians to back off,'the i r confr ntation coul d easily 

er upt i nto fight i ng which is almost certain t o suck i n the en tire 

Middl e East and , perhaps , o ther s as we llo But for the momen t even 

this expl osi ve s ituation has been forced . to pl ay second f i ddle - t o 

the dr amatic outc ome of yesterday ' s f~n al round of t he French 

PEPsi dentia l electi ons o And thi s is so because Mr. Mi tterand ' s 

victory changes the politic al equa tionp not on ly in France bu t a l so 

i n all of Western Euro pe ; and Western Europe , like i t or not , still 
• 

ex rcises a major influence on world events o It was the Foreign 

Minister s of Western Europe , for i nstance , acti ng as a un ited group 
a we k or go ago 

who on l y/±xx±xwR~k ' persuaded ' t he Reagan admi nistration to back away 

f rom its har d col d war po a t ure . and agree t o resume disarmamen t t alks 

~i t h t he Sovi et Un i ono And Fran ce , a l ong wi th Britai n and Westi 

Germany , are the key members of this powerful gr oup. So. the change 

of power i n France i s of pro f ound c oncer n to all the other West 

Europeans , and I am sure tha t at their meeti ng today Mrs . That cher 

and Chancell or Schmi dt will have words on thi s change and some of it 
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i mplicati ons for relations with t he Un ited St ates on the one hand 

and the Soviet Union on the other o The Fren ch , s i nce t he days of 

t he grea t Charle s DeGaulle , i f not befor e , have , generall y speaking 

been much more di strustful of t he Americans t han have been the British 

Indeed 9 Britain 0perceived closeness to America was one reason why 

the Gaullists kept her out of the European Community for so longo So 
than Giscard was 

I expect the Mitterand Presidency to be rather less willing/to go 
of 

along wi th some/the Reagan hardline postures such as t he worl dwide 

anti-communist crusaaeo On the other hand , I thin k Mi tterand will 
l ocal 

want to ke ep his dis tance from the/French commun i sts of whose spoiling 
and takeover two 

/tactics he has had first-hand experien ce duri ng/±~ previous tries 

at the Presidencyo And I do no t think he will qui ckl y fo r ge t t he 

veiled Sovie t comments i n favour of Giscard durin g the c ampai@1'o 

The Fr en ch socialists have traditionally been much more i nternation al 

·· ist i n ou tlo ok , much more supportive of fre e dom struggl es t han have 

been the British socialistso So the chan ces of a France un der a 

soc i alist Exe cutive Pre i den t joining Bri tai and the Un ited States 

to cas t a veto at t he .Se curi t y Cou cil as was done over Nami bi a l ast 

week i s not a foregone conclusion. And this coul d crea te new pr obl ems 
the 

for America ' s Southern Africa posture of supporting/whi te racistso 

On he other hand , the French socialists have tradi tionall y been more 

pro-Israel than Giscard ever was and so are likely to support ~he 

Camp David accords more strongl yo So America i s go i ng to have wal k 
mor e 

a rather/delicate n ew line if she hopes to ge t on as well with t he 

new French President as she did with the ol d one o 11 thi s i s of 

cour e based on the assumpti on that when Mr o Mi t terand calls new 

electi ons to t he National Assembly , reportedly ~e r next month , ~is 

sociali s t party will wi n as big as he did yesterday 0 If they do then 

Wes t Europe will in deed be set on an interesting new courseo Goodn i gl 
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1 ) The Fi rst Storm Passes 
2) $2 9 500million Spending Budget 
3) Bri tish Local Gov to Elections 
4) Death of Bobby Sands 

NEWS COMMEN ~ARY 
For broadcast on Fri day 
May 8 9 1 981 9 6ol0p om 

Good even i ng : Trop~cal StDmn Arlene coming unexpectedly and 

surprisingly early in t he year - has passed us by with firs t r eports 

suggesti ng c omparati ve ly mi nor damage o We must hope that later 

reports wi ll con f irm t hat the damage was i ndeed comparatively light ; 

which woul d e cause for t hanksgi v i ng o An d then . we mus t prepare our­

selve for anything t hat might happen when t he Hurricane season comes 

fully in m~ forceo I t is a l ways better to be ready fo r an even tua lity 

whi ch doe s not take place than to be caught unpreparedo Next , while 

it is still too early t o have digested the mass±x~ of f i gures of 

yesterday ' s spending Estimates, one or two points do stand outo 

$2 9 500- mi lli on is , by almost any mea ur e , a vast amount of money 

for a small and relatively poor country like J amaica t o he pl ann i ng 

to spend i n one single yearo I f we were payi ng our own way in the 

wor l d we would be expectin g to earn the bul k of that money from our 

own effort - main ly from the t axe s we pay 9 and any other , non- tax 

revenue earned by government- owned entitieso If that were the case 

then the money the government borrowed , both locally and f rom ov erseas 

woul d be to make up the short al l between wha t we ourselves have 

generated by our own efforts and the it tle extra we may need to 

gener ate more of our own ear n ings o And t hi s 9 of course would me an 

that our earn ing , rather than our borr owin g , would represent the 

bul k of t he governmen t ' s revenue and the basis o its pl ann ingo 

But 9 go i ng by pas t figurae , i t is most unlikely that t he government ' s 

r evenue fr om taxati on will amount to as much as half f t o he proposed 
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$2 , 500- mi llion we will spend o Indee d , it i most unlikely that our 

taxes will be equal to the $1 9 600- million of Re current or house­
spending 

keepin g/whi ch i s armarked for this financial yearo And yet this 

first spending Budget of the new JLP regime i s on ly some roughly 
(\ 

$100-million mor~ than l as t year ' s revi sed Speindi ng Estimates of 

the then PNP regi me o And the wor l d in f l ati on , durin g the cour e of 

tha t one year 9 ha continued; costs of fo od , energy , machi nery 9 

spare par ts , consumer good , have all continued to ri se o So thi s 

year ' s $2 , 500-million Spendi ng Esti mat es , may, i n terms of real 

buying power 9 be somewhat less than l ast year • revisedfi gure of 
still 

$2 , 400-milliono So things l ook like/being pretty t i gh t; and it 

might be wi s e for t he partisan propagandists to try and avo i d the 

same foot- i n- mouth exercise whi ch led them t o paint such~ gl owin g 

pi cture s of t ourism "/.." now that c onfi dence has been restored" and 

which has ·ust bl own up in their faces o To be sure confiden ce 9 from 

whatever source , i s importan t; bu t nati onal self-confidence, and a 
un i tedly 

national will to/work our troubles away , ar e mor e i mportant o And for 
i 

t hese we need a r ather special ki nd of unifyi ng l eadershi p o And f i nall: 

Britain' s Con ervativ governmen t i s un der pre ssure on many fronts ; 

yesterday ' \ l ocal elections ar e a etba ck for Mrs o Thatcher; American 

seamen are paai.nning to boycot t British ships be cause of t he death 
e. 

of IoR . A. hunger stri ker , Babby Sands , i n prison , and even loyal littl< 

Barbado s i s angry with her over t he N tionali ty Billo Of all these 
po ten ti al ly 

the deat h of Bobby ~ands is perhaps the most tragic and most/explosive 
eighteen 

The sad t hing is that from the age of/E±xtg«~ when Sands ' family were 

forcf8r8~~ of their home becuase they were of the wrong fa.i th , and he 
was/ out of a job as an apprentice for the same reason , and t hen sent 

t o jail for five years for armed robbery - all between 1972 and 1973 -

the course of t tl,_is young man ' s li fe eeme d set for the f i nal tragedy
0 

Al though th~}°1re the same colour they practi ce something pretty close 
to Apar t he i a i n Northern Irel and 0 Goodnigh t 0 
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1 ) Budget Day , L981 
2 ) Labour , M8nagement & Govt 
3 ) I @i u t. tMG::P.Ftd: Hu • ::> 

NEWS COMMENlARY 
For bnn adcas t on Wednesday 
May 6 9 1981 , 6ol0p . m 

?A~ 
Good eveni ng : Tomorr owj i s Budget Day; when we have the ceremonia l 

open i ng of the new session of Par liament with the Throne Speech 

outl i i ng t he governmen t ' s policie fo r . t he year 1981/ 82 , and , 

l ater , wi t h the t abl i ng of the Esti mates of Expendi ture fo r 1981/82 ~ 

But agai n we wi l l have the l ong- s t andi ng busines of havi ng on l y 

the spendi ng Esti mates o We will not be g~ven the Revenu e Esti m~ tes 

at the same t i me o So we will not be abl e to s ee the Buaget exerci se 
much 

i n t he round , as one single who l e o We will know how/ the government 
and on what ; 

plans to spen d} bu t we will not , at t he same t i me , know how t he 

money whi ch the government says i t pl ans to spend wi l l be raised o 

And so 9 f or most ordi nary J amaican , there will not be that shar p 

connecti on between what we , as a nati on , spend,( and wher e the mon ey 

i to come f r om o Obv i ou s l y 9 t he Budget makers must have it a l l 

pr etty cl ear i n the ir own mi nd , and i ndee d , mus t have it down on 

paper as we l lo Bu t for most ordi nary ci ti ~en s the spendi ng i s some­

how made t o seem only vague l y and remote l y r ela t ed t o t he harsh 

reali ty of havi ng t o f i n d 9 and how you f i nd , the money~. that you 

pl an to spen do It may jus t be t hat thi s way of ma.ki ng our Bu dge t 

i s one of the ob t ac l es o a shar per appre c i a t i on of the bu s i ne s 
having t o pay 

of/~aJ:.mg our way i n t he worl do I f 

can spend f i rs t and on l y ·o}yrr y abou t 

you ge t the no t i on t hat you 
~ ~~~~)\e~ 

payi ng aft;i;,war ds ( you a.re almost 

certai n to overspend o If , on the other hand , you know precise l y 

what you have to spend then you are l i ke l y t o plan mo e careful l y i n 
some t i mes se em to forget 

order to avoid over-spendingo Budget makers/ocaRxXkRxf i!m«~Xim:{gocMgR 
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and understanding 
that they need the i ntelligent/ support of the entire soc i ety -

un i on i sed workers 9 housewives and higglers , as much as managers 
worko Thi s r eq i res 

and inves to·rs - t o make their economic policie s/~fx~.hi:g~xz~xiha.~n:;t 
careful explanation; careful actiono 
i~x~x.k.;:xxi}q~)tx~;m~1q_5tx:5t~x:W.1c1Xko I thi nk , for i ms ta.n e e , that getti ng 

really 
our trade unions to/understand some of the hard budgetary probl ems 

of spreading a f i xed amount of money to try and sati sfy a mul t i plicit~ 

of demands , i ncluding those of publi c sector worker s, is l i ke l y to 

be more effecti ve than all the threats and bluster now di rected a t 

the l abour movement from some quarterso And I think the best way of 

do i ng thi s i s to consul t before f i nal decisions are made rather than 
e, 

aft er o Here again it is a mat t er of lev.fLling honestly , of showin g 

what i s av ailabl e , how i t i s pr op osed to use it , and li steni ng to 

suggesti ons whi ch might i mprove the use o ito If we are to come 
. t o 

to grips wi th the challenges facing Jamaica and/overc ome them to t. 
· , through the elected governme~ 

the benefit of a maj :on:tty of Jamaicans , then we/ are going to have · 

proceed by way of a cLmbination of clearcut explai n i ng amounting to 

a nati onal exerci se i n basi c e f onomics 1 we are goin g to have to so 
X X:QII 

organ i se our budge t presentation/as to almos t for ce people to un der-

stand the cost of every penny spent , and we ar e go i ng to have t o 
and understandin g 

s trive after coopera{ i on and consultati on/between abour 9 management 

and the governmen t~ And this will not come through confrontati on 

or through t h ffi s or that s i de beati ng the other i nto the ground 0 Who­

ever mi ght wi n i n such a confrontati on , Jamaic a , the Jamaican economy 
economic majority of the 

and the/asper ati ons of t he/ Jamaican peopl e will be the u l timate 

sufferers . Let us hope .:tkR t omorrow ' s new sessi on of Parliamen t will 
t he 

po i nt us i n/tMa.:t directi on of clear explanati on , consul tati on and theE 
~ 

c o-operati on to ea r n our tr oubl es away in a ipt1it of genui ne equi tyo 

Goodn i ght 
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The British Nati onality Bi ll 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcas t on Monday 
May 4 , 1981, '6 ol0pom 

Good eve ni ng : Britai n t s Pri me Mi ni ster , Mrs o Margaret Thatcher , 

yesterday took the unusual step of appeari ng on a BBC pr ogramme ai med 

at i mm i grant~ communities in the Un i ted Ki ngdom jo · defend the British 

Government ' s hi ghl y controversial ~xxx Nati onali ty Bill whi ch i s 

now before t he Briti sh Parliamento Thi s is the measure whi ch mos t 

non- white communiti e s i n Britai n , as well as many other groups , have 

denounce d as ' rac i st ' in concept and , i ntent o Indeed , a week or so 

back Mr Errol Barrow of Bnbaad~s after a vi sit to Bri xton i n Bri tain , 

also denounced the British Nati onali ty Bill as di scriminatory against 

non- whi tes i n Britain o And Mro Barrow was par ticul ar l y critical of 

Carmbbean governmen t for not havi ng rai sed their vo i ces over the 

Nationality Bi l l 9 or the Brixt on r i ots , or the burn i ng of a buildi ng 

i n which 13 young West Indians diedo Mr o BArrow sai d : "Bri tain i s 

not go ing to do anything positi ve for its resident black populati on 

un l ess they get very str ong protest from the West Indi an governmentso 

So , rightl y or wrong~y , the Briti ·h Nati onali ty Bill which Mr s o 

~hatcher t s government is now tryi ng to rush through Parli ament by 

cutting down the time allowed for its deba t e , i s no bei ng seen i n 

i so l ati on from the general troubl es -now being experienced by the 

n on- white communities in t he United Ki ngdomo For instan !fi'e , I think 

Mrs o Thatcher is on good ground when she argues that every country 

has the sovereign right to decide who to let i n or to keep ou t 0f i ts 

borders o Thi s is a right ex~r cised by all i ndependent countri es o 

Jamaica decide ~ who can or cannot come in; so does Trin i dad and 

Tobago; sp does Barbado s; so do the United tates and Canadao Bu t 
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there is - or , shall we say there has traditionally been - a catch 

where i mperial powers are concerned o ' Mother Fran ce • cannot 

consti tuti onally and legally keep out of the ' mother country ' the 
Bri tannia 9 

citizens from her co l onieso And mother/nxtarniam: too, un til a 

recently as the 1971 Immi gra t ion Act , recogni se d the ' right of abode ' 

and I exempti on from control ' of citizens of the United Kingdom and 

6olon ies born or connected with Brita in or who are children or 

gr andchildren of such , or from overseas ( one of the colon i es ) resident 

in Britain for a cont~nuous period of f ive years . This woul~ ofcourse 
the parents of 

cover/those youn gs t ers who were invo l ved i n las t month ' s Brixton 

riots , and there fore t he youhgster s too . And , of course , the peopl e 

of the Commonweal th of Puerto Rico, that neatly dii.gu.ised last Americm 

colony , also en joy this tradi tional right of fre e entry in to the 

mother country ' Q So, the questi on of racism and the control of 

rac i al minori tie ap rt 9 t here is the other matter of breaki ng with 

an accepted tradi tion t ha t was once a lmos t as sacrosanct as di pl oma t i c 

i mmunityo hatever else thi ngs were l ike in the colon i es 9 the ~mter­

pr isi ng co l onial who could find his or her way to the ' mother country • 

had automati c r i gh of abode once there o We do not have the text of 

Mrs o Thatcher ' s Nati onali ty Bill but r epor ts are t ha t under one of 

its three types of citizenshi p even people like the young bl ack 

Bri tons born i n the ' mother country ' will not have this automatic 

right of abodeo And this 9 i f i t turns out to be true 9 could open up 

all sor ts of can~ of wormso What , for instan ce 9 i f othe coun tries 

were to adopt similarly rac i s t form of definition of nati onali ty 

whi ch restricted the r i gh t of abode t o peopl e of a particul ar ski n 

colour or a particul ar ethn i c background? How would it affe c t the 

white mi noriti e s in Afri ca or Asia or the Caribbean? It is questi ons 

like these whi ch make the longterm i mplic t · of the Thatcher Bill 
so disturbingo Goodni ght ~ a i ons 
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1) Montego Bay 9 City 
2 ) Tourism & Hotel Ownershi p 
3 ) Nami bi a : Western Veto 
4-) Saudi Arms Sale : Reagan backt racks 

. NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Fr i day 
May 1 9 1981, 6 ol Opom 

Good evening : And an especially warm salutati on t o the celebrating 

ci t i z:ens of the newl y proclai med Ci ty of Mon tego Bay o May the i r 

city ' s new status help to bri ng them all the good things they are 

strivi ng foro But the operati ve wor d i s ' strive '; good thi ngs do 

not just happen , people have to stri ve after them , work for them; 

at t i mes ' struggle' for themo And to get the tourist trade on whi ch 

they depend so heavi ly into aw good and heal thy a shape as possi ble 
i mportant 

stri kes me as just about the single most /thi ng for the people of 

the City of Montego Bay , and indeed for all those whose live l ihoDd 

in one way or . another depend on touri sm , to stri ve after o Worki ng 

hard is most i mpor tant, of course : but i t is possi ble to work hard 

i n a wrong way 9 in an ultimately self-defeating wayo One example of 

the wrong ki nd of hard work is the type of road and gully work which 

is washed away each time we have heavy rain., That i s the kind of 

work whi ch drai ns away , rather than build up , resources o And I am 

one of the ma.ny people who are concerned about the obv ious i ndustry 

with which the political headp of our tourist trade appears to want 

to sell off some of our tourist hotelso Pl ease don ' t get me wrongo 

I do not questi on the gover nment ' s right to divest itself of those 
~ 

assets which it feels are a burden on the J amaican taxpayer , especi al 
and to t he pro f i t of Jamai ca / 

where they can .be operated more successfully and efficiently /than 

they now areo But I think that i n the case of most governmen t-owned 

hote l s i t is important for us never to orget how they came i nto 

governmen t or publi c ownershi p in the first placeo It wa ~ 
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becaus e of any policy deci s i on or f i xed i deo l ogi cal posture that 

the past government acquired these hote l o The br u t e fact is that 
bad 

when the tourist trade slumped and things turned/Ex«t 9 the former 

fore i gn owners l eft wi t hout looki ng back : t hey jus t cut their l osses 
at great public cos t 

and ran o So the governmen t stepped i n an d t ook over/and ~ the 

trade go in g duri ng the bad and bi tter yearso Lf a new generation of 

fore i~ owners were to come i n have we any reason to beli eve t hat 

they will not do exac tly t he same t h i ng i f there i s another s l ump in 

the tourist t rade a few years down the road? I frankly don 't thi nk 

so o I t hi nk t hey will ~ehave in exactly the same way and the govern­

ment of Jamaica will aga in be faced wi t h either again go i ng in fo r 
r s t andi ng 

a cos t ly salf vage operati on or/~i &RJic.by and wat ch tour i sm collappse o 

For thi s basi c reason hard- headed pragmatism would suggest t hat we 

en t er into ei ther l ease or management arrangemen t s 9 but that we do 

not sell 9 except , perhaps to nati ve Jamaican i n t eres t s who cannot 

just cu t and r un when the going ge t s rough o And given the presen t 

world econ omic climate the go i ng will get very rough from t i me t o 

t i me i n the years aheado The government had better be very careful 

about how i t balances shor t - term and long-term i nterestso The li fe 
and future pl anned or/ so l el y 

/ of a country is not to be/measured/ i n t«:im:sthe shor t - term i nterests 

of the l i fetime of a par ticular governmento Next , two brief notes on 
against Sou t h Afri ca 

internati onal devel opmentso By vetoi ng t he sacn tions proposal s/i n 

Security Counc i l yesterday , the Uni ted Sta t es , Britain and France 

have in fact tacitly endorse d Sputh Afri ca ' s vio l a tion of wha t was 

ori gi nally the Western power s ' own pl an for settlement i n Nami bi a o 
. 'I\ It was thi s kind of poli t i ca l bankruptcy t hat led i n another generatio 

t o the coll apse of the League of Nations whi ch set the stage fo~Worl d 

War Two o And according to the Thi rd Worl d i nterpress Servi ce the 

powerful Israeli-American Jewish lobby has for ced Presi den t Reagan 
to put off the s le of spy 'p1.anes to Saudi Arabiao Goodnight 
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Np Eivi s i on on the Tr ade Union Fron t 

NEWS COMM EN TAR Y 
For br oadcast on Wedn esday 
Apr il 29 1 1981 , 6olOp ~m 

Good even i ng : The appar ent rift between our t.wo major trade union s 

over t he governmen t ' s Pay Policy as outlinediB Mi n i str y Paper No o9 

is f ast di appe r i ngo The f i ve major t rade union have taken a 

un i te d s t and agai n t the proposed t hree-year pay plan fo r public 

se c tor workers o They i nsis t that i t con t inue to be a two-year wage 

c on trac t o So there i s , i n c l e rand precise term s ~ no di v i s ion 

t her e o But wha t of the apparen t di sagreemen t i n the t wo statements 

i n one of whi ch Mr o Le celles Be ckfor d for the BITU welcome s the 

endi ng of wage guidelines , and in t he other Mr o H. O. Thompson for 

the NWU re j ects t he po l i cy as di sgui sed and harsher gui delines? 

My i nformation l e ds me to believe that t he di ffer ence i s mor e 

appar ent t han real o You will r emember t ha t in my comments on Mon day 

I poin t ed out how very guarded an d con di tional t he BITU welcome was : 

t hey had not yet exami ned the agr eement i n detail, they had no t yet 

consulted their delegate s o A fa i r con clusi on must be that they had 

not at that time exami ned al l the detailed · i mpl icati on 5 of t he 
but welcomed the news of the end of wage gui de line s o 

propose d Pay Pol i cyj The NWU statemen t , r emember , came several 

days later and af t er obvi ousl y closer examina t i ono So what if the 

c l oser BITU examina ti on l eads to t he same conclusi on as that arr i ved 

at by the NWU? Do no t forge t that all our ma j or trade un i ons are 

on record a s be i ng opposed to wage guidelines o I f it turns ou t on 

closer exami nati on that the t erms of the Pay Poli cy do i n fact a dd 

up to a new form of wage gui delines t hen all the major t rade un i on s 9 

as well as mo s t other , will be opposed Q So the real i ssue hinge s 
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on how the terms are i nterpretedo And already it is becoming cl ear 

t hat the bi g five trade un i ons are mo ing t oward a uniform and 

common i n terpre ta.ti on o So the drum be a ts announc i ng the great com i ng 

divisi on i n the house of i:ackmJU: trade union ism hij.d bet ter be muted o 

My i nforma tion is that there was an important meeti ng i n that house 
suppose 

last n i ght , and t here was no divi s i ono I/xk±Drk i t is reasonable for 

the enemies of l abour and for those who fee l that the un i ons have 

grown too big for their bri tches , to s eek out and se i ze eagerl y on 

any s i gn or hi nt of divi s i ono The name of the game i s di vi de and 

conquer , di vi de and ruleo Bu t our un i ons .re sufficien t ly mature 

and sophisti cated to know this and to see t hrough attempts to play 

up any r i f t s which are bound to appear from t i me to t i me; and I do 

not think they are go i ng to be deceived by the use of party l abe l s o 

In this sense , Jm.mm.itc a ' s trade un ion movement has pr ogressed further 

along the road from political tribalism and cann i balism than have 

the poli t ical partieso If it fee ls itself threatened by un i on-busters , 

no matter from what quarters , then it will clo se ranks and put up a 

bi t t er f i ghta I thi nk those who s eem anxi ou s to ' teach the union s 

a le sson ' woul d be wi se never to forget this central facto Jama i ca ' s 

trade union movement was nu:lh tured in often bitter struggl e 9 and for 

all its ign s of the ' fat t t ha t comes wi th success 9 i t i s still a 

form i dable for ce: whi ch is why I thi nk that t hi s government , like all 

those of both partie s before it , will meet and talk and negotiate 

r ather t han confr ont o The hard problem for the future is not 9 I 
(S{' ~~·~) 

think , to divi de the labour movement and so weaken i t ,1 or to try and 
t he -

bust i ts back , but rather to convi n ce t he r ank of/labour movement 

that they have as great, if not a greater in te rest , i n i ncreased 

produv t i on 9 better per orman ce and 

and how successfully this i s done , 
thi s government faceso 

proft t abilityo How thi s i s done i 

aj. the great chall enge to leadership 
Goodnight 
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Divi ion on the Trade Union Front? 

NEWS COMM ~ TAR Y 
For broadcast on Monday 
April 7, 1981 9 6 o10p om 

Good even i ng: The Na tional Workers Union , through i ts Premident , 

Mro HoOo Thompson , yesterday rejected t he government ' ~ay P licy 

as ou tline d to Parli ament l ast week by the Pri me Mi n i s t er i n hi s 

statement on the new I .M. Fo agreement o You may recall that earlier , 

on Thursday of last week , the Bus tamante Industrial '.lrade Union , 

through its Vice President 7 Mro Lascelle~ Beckford , had we l co e d 

a key aspect of t ha t ~ay Policy - t he end·ng of wage gui de lineso 

So her e , on the face of it , there would seem to be the begi nn i ngs 

of divi s i on between the Bi g Two i n the broad trade un i on unite d 

f ront whi ch has t oo d Jamai ca ' s organised labour movement i n such 

good stead i n recent yearso The que s t i on i s : How seriou ly should 

we i ew these first s i gns of an apparent rift? I the BI'.l'U upports 

the Pay ~olicy and the NWU opposes i t 9 what will it mean for 

labour and for the unity of the l abour movement? It eems to me 
i s 

that the very first thi ng we need to NM note/how very conditi onal 

the BITU s t ateme t of welcome was " The Managi ng Comm i t t ee of the 
t 

BITU, Mro Beckford ' s state~ent said , had no t yet exami ned t he Agreemen 

i n detai l or consul ted with the i r delegate and so was un abl e to 

c omment totall y o However they di d welcome t he lift i ng of the wage 

gui de l i nes and hoped that employers would bargai n with trade union s 

in good fqi th to ensure i ncreased producti on whi ch the country i s 

i n dire need of at t he present t i me o So the pos ~i bili t y clearly 
. "Y° 

exis s that after a more detailed examinati on of the policy and af ter 
could adop t 

con ul t ati on with t heir delegates the BITU /ax ix~xa:txthe same 

posture a s the NWU 9 whi ch i s that .tk.ar:.t " the abi lity to pay" 
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sti pulati on can ce l s the governmen t' s clai m that a ta te of f r ee 

bargaining without guidel ines had been rettored o If the BITU does 

finally arrive at that position then the apparent rift will disappear 

and a united trade un i on movement will mobi l i se/its energies to 

ensure that the workers do not get the nas tier end of thi s parti cular 

arrangemento The NWU i s afrai d that the ' abili ty to pay '' s tipulati on 

could set the stage for compelli ng workers to subsi di s e al l the 
and 

fai l ures , / i neffi cienci es of managers , and to bear all by themselves 
increa ing 

the entire burden of/producti on , while fac i ng the constant threat of 
and penali sed 

be i ng bl amed/for any faml ure , even when the responsi bi li ty lies 

elsewhere o This is a. very real workers fear which should not be 

i gno'red o Bu t against it should be set the equally real fact that 

i n the so-called market system bad and i neffci ent managers woul d 

be as quickly thrown on the scrapheap of unempl oyment as any worker; 

so they may have as great a vested in ElmE e St i n success as any worker 

or union leader o Indeed , i n c i rcumstances where workers see themselves 
as 

/ having a right to the job , no matter how poorl y they perform , managers 

may have a greater vested i nterest in succ ess o So i t would seem 
"abill ty to pay 11 

that how the mat t er of/.ati:1±:.t,y:x::tm: i s defi ned is of criti cal i mportan ce 

Clearly, under the new dispensati on , no worker can expect to keep a 
l et alone «.arm 

job,u::/Mx .ern: demand i ncreased pay when an enterpri se i s genui ne l y ~~~ 

ubprofjtable o Li ke it or not , that which fail s will be closed down o 

That which succeeds will survive o The i mportan t t hi ng i s to ensure 

that the burdens and the benefi t s a.r e shared i n ·ust proporti on s o 

There is no n eed for any divi i on i n the r anks of trade un i on i sm over 

thi o Let us hope there wi l l be none o And i t looks as though t he JOS 

workers and :mmnagement are go i ng to be the first to learn the harsh 

l esson that survi val depends on what mu st now be the three cerdi.nal 

P of Jamai ca : Prod~<21i9n, 0 P.e r formance , Pro ft:tab{li ti ,= by all , 91ot 
just some Jemaicans 0 l Gooarh t "rs ~~ • 6 &W,x 0 \ l-"-~ 4.£> ~Ob--5> . 
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1 ) The New IMF Deal 
2) Nami bia 
3) U. S. Ar ms to Saudi Arabi a 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadca-s t on Fr i day 
April 24 , 1981, 6 ol0pom 

Good evening : The terms of Jaroai cl new ar~angement with the I .M. F. 

are now public and availabl e for everybody to examine : the impor t ant 

document is Mi ni stry Paper No o 9 whi ch the Prime Mi ni ster table d i n 

Parliament on Wednesdayo It woul d be wise t o ge t hold of the t ex t 

of that Mi n i stry Paper and keep it for future reference o What I 

thi nk would be fu t i le i n the ex t reme i s for anybody or any group 

t o go through the same i n t erminabl e deba t e wa had the l ast t i me 

around o The new agreement i s in place; no amount of hot chat can 

undo thato And Jamaica has to make i t work i f we are not to s i nk 

deeper and deeper i n t o a pit of economic hopel essmess o Make no 

mistake about i t 9 I t is not going to be easy · and there are as yet 

no wi nners . The on l y guarantee of there be i ng any wi nners at all 

is go i ng to be performan ce . The trade un i on movement has been gi ven 

i ts demand for an end to wage gui deli nes and a return to free 

bargai n i ng on the ba?is of abili ty to payo Impl ici t i n this i s 

the responsibili ty of the trade un i ons to ensure tha t the i r members 

are suffic i en tly produc t i ve to make t he en t er prise for whi ch they 

work~ profi abl e M~ R enough to keep them on and sati sfy wage demand~o 

In the trul y free market sys t em those who do not produc e and those 

who do no t operate profi tably are s crapped and dr i ven out of busi ness o 

Thi s is the new chall enge to labour at ever y l eve l , and bad habi ts 

sometimes di e hard o The private sector ha~ been f r eed up to do i ts 

thi ng and to really ERN&XR be the ' producti ve ec tor ' i n deed as 

well as word o But the th · d o er si e of be i ng reall y freed up is the 

loss of protected captive markets and the responsibili ty , ulti mately , 
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of sati fying your own fore i gn exchange requirements by way of forei ;n ·~. 

e«change earn i ngs o And this is go i ng to be bratally tough on those 

sections of our ' producti ve sec tor~ who fe l t threatened by the 

puny little higgler trade o How wil l they fare when our markets are 
up 

opened/to hi gh- quali ty , l ow-price d goods from places l ike Taiwan , 

Hong Kong and Si ngapor e? And when i mport res triction s are lifted 
enjoyi ng 

and consumer items flow in freely how will mer chan t s used t o/ t he 

lulilgh price of scarcity, fare? What will they do when they c an no 

l onger charge $30 or $50 for something selling for $10 or $15 in 

New York? So ' de:iegulation' and the li fting of controls pose,s . 
bot groups 

challenges for employers and workers ali keo How/~R~~ respond t o those 

challenges will determine how we cope with t he soci al problems -

with unempl oyment , with education , with our housing and health service 
, the youn g 

In other words, l i ke it or not, the cryi ng needs of the poor/and 

the disposs essed are go ing to depend on how soon and how successfull y 

t his pr ogramme is made to work o So the sooner we ge t on with j ob, the 

bettero And while we were preoccupie d with our own worri es much of 

i mportance was going on in the world outsi de o For i nstance a~ft bi g 1 

politi cally 
and po t en ti ally/expl osive row i s in the maki ng i n the United St ates 

over Presiden t Reagan'w decision to se .ihl to Saudi Arabia f i ve highl y 

sophisticated spy planeso The Israeli s are afraid the pl ane s woul d be 

used to monijo~ t hei r mili tary activity and are bitterly opposed to 

the sele o The powerful American Jewish lobby has swung i nto acti on 

nd the American Congress may ~esist the sa l e o The Saudis, on the 

other hand, i nsi st on the sa e a s a test of Americ an friendship - and 

they are America ' large toi l supplier, which makes it trickyo Only 

slightl y l e ss r i cky i s Nigeri a ' s warn i ne against We s t ern support of 

Sou th Africa over rarhi bi a , w · th i ts hi nt 0 

Ni ger i a i s Ameri ca ' s sec ond largest oi~ sup 
s o far unspec i £:i ed_ acti Ofl o 

lier ~:fte · Saudia Ara bi e. 0 • 

oodn i gh t 
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To the I 6M. F, Onc e More 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
April 22 ,1981 , 6alOp om 

Good even i ng : Today is I oM. Fo day i n Jamaica - once more o And 

already , long before it is really possi bl e for us to truly obsorb 

and di gest and begi n to analyse the Seaga statement to Parliament 9 

the hot and passionate debate i s a l ready on , and has been on for 

several days o And the l i ne up is pretty much the same as i t was 
on the IMF 

duri ng those previ ous hot debates/during the l ast PNP regi me o Those 

who were agai nst tlsut an agreement with the IMF then are as hotl y 

and passionate again st now ; and for the same reasons" Those who 

were for an iM~ agreement with the IMF then , are as passionately 

for it now , and for the same reasons o And one gets the uneasy 

feeling that what the Prime Mi ni ster sai d t oday i s not going to 

make one iota of di fference to their fixed positions o In thi s sense 

it i s a repl ay of an ol d political game o But i t is when you ask 

what is the po i nt of this r eplay that you realise that there are 

i mportant di fferences between the debate under t he Man ley government 

and the debate now under the Seaga government" For one thi ng the 

Manley government was i tself ambival ent about the IMF and so the 
anti-IMF 

strong/ pres sure from the political left both insi de and outsi de the 

PNP was very effective o And it was this pressure , when the going 

got rough , whi ch finally t i pped the scales i n favour of the break 
po l itical 

with the IMFo The/ l eft had successfull y nurtured the notion that 

there was an alternati ve path to the IMF ; but they did not spell out 

all the political i mplications of that patho Why , for i nstance , 

should the Soviet Un i on c ommit hundred of millions of dollars of 

foreign e h t o pr op up and s alvage a ca.pi t al i s t economy? xc ange 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

Or , pu t i n another context 9 would it be worth their while gambling 

that ki n d of money i n hopes of wi nning J amaic4 into the so-called 

' Socialist. Camp'? In short , why should the communist system he l p 
one small reasonable 

bail out~ fai ling capitalist system unless it sees a/chance of 

winnin g it over? If it has to remai n a capitali st system , then let 
s.f,Jes 

the big capi t alists sal/4vage ito I think t he ma jor cornmunist tl had 

no illus ion s abou t j ust how ~ away from the ' Soc i alist Camp ' 
under the PNP rhetoric o 

Jamaica/really was, despite the r l:ie.~~Dtrec So when the PNP broke with 

the IMF there was nowhere else to turn: OPEC' s I.rah members were 

alt,r ight for small 9 h i gh-interest token loans, but no moreo The 

po i nt is that today , and in ligh t of the massi ve JLP mandate , whi ch 

implicitly i ncluded a return to the IMF , the opposition from the 
It cannot , for the 

political left can have little , if any , effecto«XR«xxtkRMXE«mg 
faxxtka future 

iiitxoc~tiYR foreseeable/~x«x.em:i, infl uence the government or any 

segment inside the JLP , or indeed 9 any l arge section of the elecirnrat( 

to mount the ki nd of anti-IMF campaign which it di d so successfully 

dur i ng the PNP regimeo In thi s sense there has been a profound 

change in the Jamaican poli tic a.l climateo And those who believe i n 

government by the freely expressed will of the people mus t respect 

the will and the mandate of t he peopl e , whether they agree with i t or 

noto Thi s , now , is the dilemma faced by the anti-IMF forces o To behavE 

now , as they did under the PNP would in effect be obstructi ve to no 

pointo If and when the IMF prescription 
expectati ons ~ 
ka:ia«x/ of the Jamaican electorate L would 

anti-IMF campaigns. For now, I think the 

should fail to fu l f il t he 

be time enough for such 

IMF prescri ption should be 

given a fai r chanceo Both the government of Jamai ca and the ma jority 

of the ele ctora te seem to think it mi ght work ~ So l et the poli t i c a l 

left be as critical as it wants to : but let i t be critical support , 

constructive supporto J amai ca ' s gri~ ous problems cry out for no les 
Goodnight 
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•Fis ter, 1981 

NEWS cm , ~ '.I.'ARY 
For broRdcast on Mondoy 
pril 20, 1981, 6ol0p.m 

Go od evening: The long , an d,for mos t of us, quiet and pe aceful 

Ea ster weekend, will soon be behind us, and the harsh r ealities of 

everyday life ahead of us. Compared with Easter, 1980, the most 

dramatic diffe1'1ce this year is the extent to llh~hh the na tional 

atmosphere of intense political activity has been defused; things 

re much more quiet, uch more relaxed - with only faint hints so 

f ar of Rn impulse t o witch-hunting and to •a~ Ti n;g unpopular 

opinion s . Som e of the acute problems of this time l as t year have 

vanished . I recall Mr . Hugh mall's despera te .efforts to have our 
following t he bre ak with the I.M.F. 

foreign debts rescheduledj With the change of government an d ilhe 

re turn to doing buoiness with t he I.M. F. that is no longer a pro~lem 

and , in de ed, t he terms of the new I . M.F. agreement with J pma ica will 

be ma de public by the 1-'rime Minister this coming v edne Bday . So the 

country 's need fo r foreign exchange, and the need to re-order our 

debt repayments are not the acute problems t his Easter t ha t they were 

last Easter. But s ome of t he problems have persisted . Unemployment 

is still very much with us and , if anything, e litttle higher then 

it was as t Ea ster . But unemployment is one of J amaica's hardest and 

oldest problems, and there i s no way that any government of any 

complexion or par t y c an s olve it in one or two years or , in deed, in 

one term. Coping with unemployment i~ going to be a long and pain-
I do not t h ink there is any one 

staking processj~k•xx.11alx,i:i:mmiam:;x.tk.KXXH&lxwlll.XXJ single sim ple 

solution, or that any one sin le secf:tor of the economy can provide 

that solution: it must be a joint, multi-f c e ted effort in which 

the government, the priva te sector and t he labour movement all 
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A.nd be e uBe the l abour movement is mo st representative of t he interes1 

of the working people, I think the labour movement should pl Ry a 

ajor p rt in the for ulating of a poli cy for coming to grips with 

une ployment. It is one of the gr eat f ailures of abour th~t it 

has not f ced up to this problem up to now: it is a failure that 

could cost it dearly in the future if it is not corrected; t oday's 
sufficiently 

unemployed , when their numbers be come/:em.f.fi.Kllt:.ti1'. l ar ge and desperate , 

could become tomorrow ' s scab , un ion-~usting labour . And their number s 

are dangerously large a lready. Re lated to this is another of our 

persistent problems. I recall that this time last year Mr. E. Ll oyd 

T yl or , JALGO's secretary, calle for the re-imposition of price 

controls, for an end to the wage guidelines and foE a return t o 

free bar gaining between un ions and rranagenient . So~e price controls 

were in fact r e-impo sed after the break with t he IMF, bu t not all. 

Now , this Easter , nd with U t3 back in business with the IMF , the 

same calls are coming from the union s as well as other quarters. 

Unles s this bummness of wages and prices - and le t mead pro f its -

i s resolved by way of agre ement and unders tanding, we may not work 

our way out of our t r oubl es , no matter how much foreign exchange we 

borrow o I think we r e i nto a bit of a ilemma here. I f you ar-Leal~ 
lift all control s and ey-· ~ 

going t o ' fre e up ' the economy, if you are going to/give the so-called 

'market forces' their full pl ay , then you mu s t f ree up all the 

components , not just some of them: if the inve stor is free to make 

the mast he can , then t he worker must also be fre e t o r_,ake the mos t 
and profits 

he can; if prices/ar e to be f ree to find t heir free market val ues 

then so shouid wa es and s~laries be - if the sys tem is t o be just 

and f air to everybody • And t his way lies disaster . 3o let us hope 

for understan ding r a ther than confrontation . F'inally, today is the 
start of SPlvation Army Week; pleae he l p if you can; they help the 
neediest and most dispossessed in J me ica. Go odnight 
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1) IMF Loan Approved 
2) Two Newwpaper Views : A Perspecti ve 
3) Mrs o Margaret Thatcher-Mrs. Indira Gandhi 

NEWS COMM~NTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
April 1 5 , 1981 1 6al0p . m 

Goo d even ing : Accordi ng to this morn i ng ' s BBC news the Board of 

the In t ernati onal Monetary Fund has approved the terms of a l oan 
~ ~,e 

of nearly $1e~- mill i on U. S. to be spread over t he next three years o 

So we are back i n business with the I.M. Fo and our desperate fore i 
. yet 

exchange pos i t ion should be very greatly easedo We do not/know t he 

de t ails of the terms of the agreement t hough there i s much speculati 

comment ba'sed on our past experi ence wi th the IoM. Fo as well as on 

t he experien.ces of other countrie s. One o·f the i ntere s t i ng thi ngs 

we may see , if and when the terms ar e ma.de public 9 i s just how much 

the basic approach of the I .M. F o has i n fac t been changed or modi f i ed 

by the often bitter campaign against s ome of its previ ou s conditi0nso 

That c ampai gn , you may recall, was one i n which the previous 

Jamaic an governmen t as well as the government of Tanzan i a pl ayed 
any 

leadin g ro l es o I f that campaign has borne/frui t , we should see some 

of t ha t frui t i n relatively' softe.r t erms - whi ch does not 9 of course 
capi tali st 

mean the abandonment of strict fiscal management a The IMF i s the / 

worl d's i nternational banker , not the capitalist world ' s i nternati ona 

a i d agency; any ~soften i ng ' of terms will be i n t hat contexto But 

getting IMF l oans is onl y one aspec t of our econ omic problemo The 

other 9 and ulti matel y in f i nitely more important aspect i s how we 

use t he l oans and what we do after we get t hem o And our two morning 
articles 

paper of today ' s da t e carry two very interesti ng/~ocRa~±rnrxnx on 

this latter aspe cta 

ar ic l e entitled : 

There i s , i n the Dail y Gl eaner 9 Dr o Carl Stone ' s 

"Moving · the Economy " ; and , in the Da i ly News , the 
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one entitled: "Justified Eurphor i a? " - question mark - by the group 

who sign themselves ' The Unmuzzled Ox ' o I thi nk t hat between them 
that 

these two ar t icles put ~ key aspect of our problem , which i s like ly 

to loom very large in the months ahead , into clear perspecti veo So 

please read these articles and then put them up for reference , say , 

a year from nowo Next , the two politically ~ost powerful women in 

the world meet in Delhi , India to day o Mrs o M8rgaret Thatcher 9 Prime 

Minis ter of Britain, i s on a visit to Indi a for talks wi th Mrs o I n dir 

Gan dhi a.bout the political problems Of South East Asia , and indeed 

the worldo They are likely to talk about the Soviet i nterven tion in 

Afghanistan 9 abou t the United St ates plan to supply arms to Pakistan 9 

about the Third World 9 

about developments in the Middle East ,/and about relations between 

the Western countries led by the Un i ted Sta t es on t he one hand 9 end 

the East European commun i st states led by the Soviet Union on the 

other o Amd wha t Mrs o Gandhi says to Mrs o Thatcher on these matters 

is bound to have a very profound bearing on what Mrs o Thatcher in 

her turn wi ll say to her Western allies when next they meet , especial: 
Mr . Ronald Reagan ' s people 

on what Mrso Thatcher says to/±uxAmKx±zXll~ who appear only to be 

begi nn ing to realise t hat international relation s and the conducting 

of i nternational rela t ion s are much more complicated than the Wild 

Wild West noti on of the fast- drawing ' good gay:s ' facing down the 

wicked bad guys . To say this is not to suggest t hat Britain ' s Iron 

Lady will swallow whatever Indira Gan dhi sayso Mr s o Thatcher may 
w·th 

disagree,7and dispute some Gandhi views hotlyo But , like it or n ot , 

those view• have to be taken seri ously i nto a ccount because of the 

en ormpus i n fluence on Third World thinking and on Third World action 

exercised by Mrso Indira Glmrllii o So let us hope t hat Mrs . Thatcher 
w., cv,k~ 

will l ear n well enough to Lpass on the' tough-minded Gandhi perspec t i ve 

on world poli t i c s to t he gentl e . wh·t H G an · ht man i n the i e ouse . oo i g 
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1) Brixton Riots 
2) Whi te Rhodesian Split 
3) Importance of Space Sguttle Columbi a 

NEWS COMIVIENTARY 
For br oadcast on Monday 
April 13 9 1981 , 6ol0pom 

Good evening : The Brixton r iot of this past weekend has been in 

the making for a very long t i me i ndeed , and _t he warnings of its 

coming have been ther~ for a long time to o o And it i$ not just a 

simple r ace rio t either , although r ac i al resentmen is a major 

f actor : racism is s i mpl y one fac it of econ omic exclusion or expl oit­

ati on or bo t h o The hard and s i mple fact i s that Bri tain is in deep 

ec onomic trouble and it is always those at the bottom of t he l adder 
points 

who fee l the pressure mosto And the pr essure/in Bri tain right n ow 

are , fi r stl y , unemployment , and secondl y the social services , hous in g 

educati on an d t he heqlth servic eso And unemployment hi ts the young 

bl ack Br i ton hardest of allo He is , generally speaking , the last 

to be hired and the first to be fired o At the best of times he has 

great diffi cul ty f i nding a job; and when he does f i nd a job it i s 9 

more often than not , of the casual l abourer type o Ski lled jobs are 

hard to come by be c ause i t is terribly di f fi cu l t to gai n entr y as 

an apprenti ce o The trade unions take care of their own ; and when 

there are open ings for apprenti ces i n any union shop such openings 

go first to the sons of union members o So the union closed shop also 
are 

works agai nst the young black Bri tons who/ i x seen and resented as 

threaten ing t he j obfo prospects of white young Br itonso Thi is an 

aspe~t of the probl em which Wes t Indian and African i ntelle c tuals " .. ,....J 
~ \ --S5 
l tend to glo ss over because when they were i n Bri tai n they di d not 

themselves go through the often devastat i ng experi en ce of be in g 

t r eated as unwanted compet~ i t i on on the British · ob marke t , especiall y 

at a time of hi gh and risi ng unempl oyment o And the young black Brit 
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unlike his father and his father ' s generation , is no t and does not 

see himself as an i mmi grant : he was born in Britain, he has be en 

expo se d to· a Briti sh educati on , hi s values are Bri tish o So the resent 

ment at at temp ~ to xclude hi m from what he sees as his bi rthright 

run s deep o There is no way that he Enoch Powells can x« "repatriate 

this black Bri ton from his place of bi rth; no way that the British 

trade union movement can forever i gnore or play down hi presence 

as a egi t i mat e segment of the British worki ng class : no way , that 

is, unless t hey want to experience wor se and uglier repe titions of 

t he erupti on in Brixton thi s past weeken do In the past the British 

have shown an extraordinary capacity for absorbing their problems 

and turning them i nto assetso I t h ink they will do so again - ~a 

relatively painlesiily , if they set about i t sensibly; traumaticall y 

i f they don ' t; b~t ~olve them they willo The other i nteresti ng pi ece 

6f weekend news with r4cial overtones came out of Zimbabwe where 

Ian Smith ' s racist Rhodesian Front par ty appears to be on the verge 

of fal ling aparto A leading member of the Front has resigned because 

he wants to for m a party whi ch wi ll gen in el y co- oper ate wi t h Robert 

Mugabe ' s g~x lack governmento Implicit in this i s the suggestion 

that Mr. Ian Smith and company were not really co-operating and were 
some 

still hopi ng for/miracle which would restore white- rul eo If thi s 
a non-racial 

move succeeds it would be good fo r the concept of/m«x%i*xa2iaiimn m 
Zimbabwe i n which all people , of whatever race or colour, can live 

i n peace and equali ty o Thi s is what Mugabe wants: now it seems growi n, 

numbers of the remai n ' ng whites want it t ooo And finally, the 

American space s huttle t ol umbia is now ci rcling the ear~ho If i t 

~omes down e s successfulir\omorrow:....a~ was l aunched on Sunday morn i n, 

i t wi1~~efil1 t hat spaceships willLbe able to go i nto space and coEe 
back to/earth i n much the same way as ordinary airplanes 0 An d t ha t 
would be a ma jor breakthrough. Goodnight 
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1) HosEages & the Labour Movement 
2) Space Shuttle: probl ems i n Open & Closed Soci eties 
3) African Re fugee 

NEWS COlVlMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Fr i day 
April 10 9 198~, 6 910p om 

Good evening : Every now and then some section o-"' the Jamaican 

l abour movement behaves as though i t is hell-bent on do i ng itself 

as much harm as possi bl e , and on providi ng it enemi es with as much 

amm .ni t i on as possi bl e with which to attack i t o This week ' s report 

of the hol di ng ho ·tage by un i onised worker s of a j ewe l ery factory 

owner i n Sto Ann ' J3ay i s the latest case i n poi nto And there i s 

really no excuse or ·usti ficati on for ito Even mf the workers were 

convinced that the person in questi on would close down t he factory 
thei their 

and leave Jamai ca 9/holding him :rostagf , / EJ.o l ~ip g h i m by force and 
. ~~ ~ ).-_(V ~ ~-c..~ . 

s.gainst his will was not the way to )~ That is the way of utter 

l awl essness ; t hat i s the way of theV'violati on of the rule of law; 

nd whoever v i olates t he rule of law , for whatever reason, undermi nes 

a.nd weakens the whole concept of the rule of law o A day may well 

come when the t rade un i on movement in J amaica has only the l aw and 

t he concept of the r ule of law to protect it from those of its 

enemies who want to see i t destroyed ; and it woul d be tragic i ndeed 

i f i ts past and present violation s of that concept were to be used 

agai nst . t o her were other and l egal ways t o ensure that their 

right to redundancy pay was prote c tedo I s i ncere l y hope tha t the 

trade unions , through their j oint committee will deal f irml y and 

qui ckl y with this matter so tha t it is made absolute l y c l ear to their 

members that i n the Jamai can context t here i s no need for the taki ng 

of hostages a part of in dustr i al action , and that the unions are 

firm l y ag~ins t i t o he taking of hostages of any kin d i s a form of 
().,-ti. v,~ · . 

extreme , c i on associated with warfare and tyrannyQ We do not have 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

on 
that in Jamaica - not yet: l et us hot help bring it/m:wx by rash, 

i rresponsible and unnecessary actiono It i s not in the workers ' 

be st i n tere· t o 
the la~ching of 

Next ,/the American spac e shuttle , Coihumnia , which was supposed to 

be shot into space ten minutes before seven this morn i ng was called 

off a little before ten this morn i ng becauwe of technical probl emso 

A new attempt may be made on Sundayo So , between seven and ten thi s 

morning all of the worl d ' s scientific oommun i ty 9 most of the world ' s 

news medi a. and many milli ons of the worl d ' 
~15 

listened while the l ong countdown was delayed and while UoS . scientitt 

people , watched and 

The world 
and technicians tried to fix the thi ng . / W« had a kind of r i ngside or 

! frontr ow seat watching the Americans grappling with their difficulties 

end final l y , a f ter three hour of effor t , deci din g to pos t pon e o This 

i s how things a.r e done i n an open society , i n t he full gl are of 

publicity whi ch showw up everything , successes failures , setbacks , 

disaster s , the lo to In contrast , i n a closed soci ety , as i s the 

Soviet Un i on , we are to l d only about the successes ; the failures and 

setbacks and probl ems are dealt with in secrecy and away from the 

g l are of publicity we had this morningo The differ.ance is t hat i n 

open soci eti e peopl e know what is go i ng on while i t i s go ing on , war i 

and all; i n closed societies they on l y know what their leaders want 

them to know o And it does no t only apply t o science or space events o ·;: "· ,( ··vr I ~ \A.cl)- ~ \,-., l~k ~~ tw ~ -to Li,\~\~ -R9- ~ . 
And finally, a word oh the UN conference on R~fugees which opened i n 

Geneva yes t erdayo The world ' s refugee populati on now stands at some 

ten million half of whom are Afri can o So bl ack Africa now ac counts f or 

the wor l d ' s largest single group of refugees, f i ve mill i ono The UN 

hopes to rai s e $1,200-mill iono The Ameri cans have pledged nearly 

$300-million of this 9 chicken feed compared to the t housands u pon 
thou ands of millions they spend on the space huttl e or arms 9 but 
still more t han t he Arabs or Europeans or Russians or Afri cans them­
selve o And chari ty , they say , shoul d begi n at hon,e 0 Goodn i ght

0 
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Jamaica- Cuba Relati ons :/ Foreign 

Policy Per s pective _ 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
Apri l 8 9 1981, 6ol0p . m 

' 

har dline 
Good evening : The apparently conti nui ng/ax~xm:ma~ agai nst Cuba 

adopted by the preeen t Jamaican governmen t i s somethi ng tha t we 

need to t hink around r a ther more carefully than we seem t o have 

done up to now o And £ suggest that the poi nt of departure should 

be t he standard perception of f oreign policy as the tool of t he 

nati onal i nteres t at the i nternational l eve l o A country 1 s fore i gn 

policy , the nature and patter n of its relati on s with other countries , 

must be seen in terms of wha t furthers the best in tersts of that 

countryo But who determines what are t he best i ntere sts of a country: 

The governmen t , of course , whether it i s an elected or an i mposed 

government o And the thing about elec te d gover nments i n parliamentary 

democracie s is t hat it is , generall y speaki ng , a rare t hi ng for any 

t wo political partie s to agre e on what i s i n t he country rs bes t 

intere to So a change of government usually means changes or shifts 
aspects of 

i n/its fore ign r ela t ion s o So the change of government i n Jamai ca has 

re sui ted i n a dramatic change i n t he relati ons betwe en Jemai ca and 
in 

Cuba 9 bu t not/an equally dramati c change in t he relations between 

J amaica and the Soviet Uniono 
reportedly 

/ remain s o o Re l ati ons betwe en 

under the Seaga government 
Relati ons with Cuba/are cool and will 

the Man ley Government and Cuba wer e 
previou s 

very war m in deed o Re l ation s betwe en the/Uni te d St ates ~overnment 
. 9 after Andrew Youn gt defeat 9 

and t he previ ous Jamai can governmen t were/lukewar m a t best and woul d 

have turne d i cecold or fr i gid i f the PNP had be en returned to power 

to deal with the new admini strati on i n Washingt on o And , of cour e 9 

the new admi ni~tr a tion i n Washington i s , i f anythi ng , much col der 

and mor e hardline in it a tti tude t o Cuba than was t he previous one o 
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After all, i n terms of the i deo l ogical and spheres- of-influence 

conflict of th♦ superpowers , Cuba is as much a bone i n the Americ an 

throat as a hostile anti-communist Poland woul d be in the Russi an 

throat o So i n terms of Jamaican se l f -inter est and i n terms of 

Jamaica ' s pressi ng economic needs , _whi ch the polic i es of the 

previous Jamaican gov ernment had fai l ed to sati sfy 9 the new shift 

of the new government made sense o The way to regai n American 

confidence and Ameri can aid and inves t ment happened to coin ci de with 

the i deo l ogi cal posture of the new J amaican governmento The one big 

difference was that the i deo l ogical posture of the Jamai ca Labour 

Party , which has been con s i s ten tly an ti-communist over the years , 
in previous years 

did not/make i t hostile to Cubao±xx~xRxbmEXJRxr s x O~ the contrary 
· ~SI ~~ . 

Jamaica under a previous JLP gdv ernmen t stood up ~ Cuba ' s ~:i,,.;t; to 

once the Cuban governmen t dealt with t he Jamaican government on what 

were seen as normal and acceptable diplomati c terms, relations would 

be re s tored to normalo But we seem to be invol vi ng ourselves once 
of the fence 

more , from the other side/this t i me to be sure 9 i n the ideological 

and spheres-of-influence business of t he superpowers for which the 

PNP was so roundlJ condemnedo One question is: What happens to us 

if there is a shift i n cold war relations? What i.t' there is an 

ac commodation between Reagan ' s .Ameri ca and Castro ' s Cuba? Farfetched? 

Is it reall y anymore f arfetched than Cold Warrior ,anti-communi t 

Scourge- i n-chief Richard Nixon's ac commodation with Commun i st Chi na? 

Who can swear thaat Ameri can and Cuban self-interests could not come 

t o such a meeti ng po i nt five or seven or ten years down the line? 

And if they do 9 where would hat le ave ~ stri dently an i-Cuban Jam icE 

The Americans , l i e it or not 9 would dump u for Cuba any day ~uch 

an ac commodatioh becomes possi bl e o Our fore ign po li cy thinki ng ~ 
W~ this \Ml te accG--Wft o Goodn i ght 

a:t 1~ tU.t.d ~ rp~ ' 
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Latest Developments on Poland 

NEWS COlVIMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
April 6 , 1981 9 6ol0pom 

Good evening: The l atest developments in, and about Pol and have 

taken an interes t i ng new twis t a A weekend Reuter-CANA report out 

of Warsaw talks of the end of the Polish crisis and of the so-called 

moderates i n both the Poli sh Communist Party and the Soli da.ruty Free 

Trade Union having won o The Soviet pre ss , on the other hand 9 over 

the weekend publi shed strong attacks on Solida.r jty for fomentin g 

what they descr i bed as counter- revo l uti on , and on the Polish communis · 

party for allowing this to happen o So , from the Western perspective 

the 'Polish crisis r has ended; from the Soviet perspective it has 

dee pened o And this, say observers of the East European scene , i s 

t he ma.i n reason why Sovi et Presi dent Brezhnev is i n Czechoslovakia 

today for the open i ng of a Communist Party Congress t here o It i s 

expected t hat Mro Brezhnev will use the Czech meeti ng to once agai n 

warn the Poles of t he con sequences of ' counter-revolution ' - and 

' counter-revolution ' in this context mean s breaki ng free , or at t emptir 

t o break free of the Sovi et bl oc of East European countrieso And the 

East German and Czech commutjist leaders and 9 to a slightly lesser 

extent, the Hungarian communist leaders , all appear to be as de ter­

mined as the Soviet leaders to prevent any such counter-revo l uti on o 

Other communis t states i n the r egi on , the Ruman i ans 7 the Yugosl avs 

and the Bul gari ans , have publ ic l y said they want the Poles to be 
stated 

l eft al one to sort out their own problems - which is the/11-~:i:i.t.ui 

po sition of the Un ited States and her Western all ies 0 And these are 

indeed what could be described a s ' dissident ' commun i st states 0 The 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

Yugosl avs were the first t o break free of Soviet paternalism shortly 

after the Senond Worl d War and while Stalin was still alive o And one 
qnd get away with i t 

key reason ·why Ti to could do this/was that Yugoslavi a did not border 

the Soviet Un i on o Ruman i a 9 which does border the Sovi et Ukrai ne , di d, 

very much l ater , dare to persue a relati vely i ndependent path of i ts 

own; but i t remai ned very much the orthodox communist state f ffirmly 

under the control of the par t y and with a dominant strongman l eader o 

So the Sovi e t s allowed it to go i t s own way as l ong as it watched 

its stepo Bulgaria is a r elati vely faithful satellite despi te its 

great distance from the Soviet borders and power centres ; and little 

Alban i a on the Adria.tic Sea i s di smi ssed as the weirdo among the 

vommun i st states : she i s anti -Soviet , anti-Yugosl av~ anti-Chinese; 

an d 9 of course , anti-West as we llo However when , in the 1960s , the 

Cze chs and the Hungarians and the East Germans tried t o shake free 

of the tight hol d of Sovi et Commun i st orthodoxy , t heir efforts were 

brutall y suppressed o The Hungarians i n particul ar suffered heavy 

l osses because Americ an propaganda had led them to believe tha t their 

upr ising would be backed up by Western military help : that help did 

not comeo The Poles have learnt from all these other efforts , most 

of which failed ; and they have t r i ed to wal k a tight rope which Westeri 

pro paganda has made almost impossible. And becauwe of Poland '· s crti ti c : 

geopo l itic al locati on for the Warsaw Pact Powers t he Russi ans and 

Eas t German s and Czechs may well decide to move in and nulli fy t he 

victory of the so-c alled moderates - i f there was i n fact such a 

vic t or y o I n histor ica l terms we are witnessin g just one more variatioi 

of t he on going process of change i n whi ch a dominant force , often of 

mon ol ithi c proporti ons , as was Cathol ic Christendom before the 

Refor mation , is te sted and chalienged and 
. .,..f\A.~ 3:~ ~~ ~ -;,, j\ c l..c-:<t~ 
is tchanRe • -T · is the constab t whi"b h our 

a ~1'111es obscures o Goodn i ght 0 

it i s overthrQW11, and 
challened again unti~ / there 

pro or an t i communist babble 
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1) Basic Food Price Increases 
2) ' Sleeping ' Policemen 
3) U.S . Handgun Kill i ngs 

NEWS COMMENTARY . 
For broadcast on Friday 
April 3 9 1981, 6olO~ om 

a 
Good even in g: Thi s has turn ed out to be/depressing week for most 

Jamaicans ,, Wa·dnesday evening ' s bus- train coll isi on near May Pen, 

in which 11 people are reported to have died, was tragi c enough 
bi tter some 

withou t that added/twist of/passing motorists refusing to stop to 

take up the wounded be cause they di d not want to have their precious 

cars bl oodi ed UP o It brought back very sharply to my min d a commentarJ 

I di d some years ago, during the Lenten season I thimk , about a 

man be i ng kno cked down by a car on a Cali fornia h i ghwayo The man 

got up and another car i n the l ong l i ne of fast-fl owi ng traffic 

knocked hi m down againo Agai n he got up , and agai n he was knocked 

down. As I recall it th~s happened three or four times 9 and when 
finally 

the man/could not get up agai n the traffi c j ust f l owed over him o 

I remember at the time saying that sort of thing could not happen 

here , and I remember being rather proud of our Jamaican sense of 
a,~ 

compassion i& ocxmai«a« humanity" But all that was before the Orange 

Street f i re 9 and Ki ngston burn:mgg 9 and the Eventide fire 9 and our 

terrible party poli t i cal e l ectoral bloodletting" What happened at 

the Parnassus C:eossing on Wednesday n i ght was not the same thing 

as on e Cali fornia mo t orist after another knocki ng down a man and 
I}./ 

just keepi ng on go ing; but the pectate le of Jamaican motorists 

l eaving the bleedi ng and the dyi ng otj the road i n order not to 

bl oody up their car s, was not all that far removed : our compassi on 

and concern for human life, 

have been sadly bluntedo Is 

for each other ' s humanity , appears to 
~ 

thi s ~ he kin d of progres we want? 
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As far as min i mising such tragic acciden t s in future , the Pri me 

Minister yesterday pr om i sed l egislative moves to make r a i lway 

crossings c;i.fer 1 and made specific menti on of ridges or sleepi ng 

policemen , wher ever possi ble o The putting down of sleepi ng policmen , 

pre ferably a series of three or four at the approaches t o every 

r ai l way leve l crossing , could be un dertaken i mmedia tely and at minima) 

costo So let this be a f i rst and i mmediate move while other pl ans 

are wo r ke d outo The other matter that is certain to depress t he 

poorer secti ons of the Jamaican commun ity i n particular was yesterdayE 

ann ouncement of price i n creases on a number of bas ic food items o 

Among t he seven i tems whose prices go up from today , counter flour 

goes up by nine cents a pound , rice by 16c a pound , chi cken necks 

and backs by 18c an d chlhcken meat 9 which has become the national 

Sun day joi nt for mos t 9 goes u~ by JOc a poundo And s t i ll 9 after the 
meat 

i ncrease , chicken/m«x~ will still be the mos t economic meat buy i n 

J amaica todayo Nobody likes pr ic e , i ncreases ; we would all prefer 

for pr i ces to either go down or else r emain where they are ; but there 

i s no way we can have this i n today ' s wor l do Prices i especial l y 

the pri ces of i mpor ted food , are go ing up everywhere , and we ha e to 

pay the i ncreased prices one way or the other , if we want the goods; 

and , in the caee of chicken meat , if we want to conti nue to have a 

bro i ler industryo And 9 i nevitabl y , the poor will fee l it mo sto Maki n@ 

ends meet on $40 or $60 a week is going to mean grief ; survi vi ng on 
be undisguised 

less , or be i ng unemployed , is go i ng to/xK~~~x«xxxm±xa«x« miseryo So 

$he days ahead do not look rosy and playin g poli t ics with our hard 

pr obl ems can only make thi ng worse o And finally, a correcti on on 

mhe Ameri c an love affair wi th the handgun o The number of Ameri can s 

killed by handgun s over the past ten year s was 210 9 000 , not 110 , 000 0 

And pro j ecti ons are that 32 , 000 will be so 
kill e d this year a Goodnight 
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Of Guns & World Leadership 

NEWS COlVIMEN TSR Y 
For broadc~st on Wednesday 
Apri¥.l- 9 1981 , 6 olOp gm 

Good even i ng : The attempt on the l i fe of American Pre sident Ronald 

Reagan , a li ttle over two months after he be came President , has 

sen t shockwaves t hrough the poli t i cal centres of the Wester n Europ­

ean countries i n particul ar o There is gr eat relief everywhere that 

t he Premident was not killed; but there is also t he di sturbing 

knowledge t hat hi s survi val was an acc i dent , a lucky acciden to The 

bul le t whi ch lodg# i n Press Secretary James Brady ' s brain could as 

easil y have l odged i n the Presi dent ' s ; and then the whol e course 

of world even ts could have been thrown i n to con fus i on and , perhaps , 
For ~ 1s . 

even turmoi lo/ Ali~ Am er i ca is not just Ameri ca ; it is also the 

l eader of the Western alliance , the leader of the NATO powers , the 

mi litary shi el d of Western Europe , the one power· that can confront 

t he Soviet Un i on on terms of relati ve equality at both the mili tary 

and politi ca l l eve l s o So wha t happens to Ameri ca ' s leader i s not 

just an Ameri can affai r , and has indeed l ong ceased to be just an 

American affai ro Thi s i s so , whe ther you approve of it or not 1 

whether you l i ke it or noto An d so this attempt on the life of the 

American Presi dent ha s had the effec t of maki ng many Europeans reali s 
, and perhaps more shar pl y than before , 

on ce again/ just how vulnerable they can be made by some appar entl y 

purel y domesti c Amefil;-. an ~aJter sucp as ~her1)r eval ence of guns in 
~L ~ .J-JO~~ ~ {£ M ~..,,1.,._~,~~_"?,.J.r10 . ~ ­

private hands ~ the Un i te d Statest Ands~ , for the f i rst t J;e to 

my knowl edge , some European comment t his we. k as r. 0 ge t ed some 

sort of European participati on i n t he renewed debate on gun control 

whi ch was tri ggered by the a ttempt on Mr . Reagan ' s l i fe 0 And the 
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European v i ew , generally speaki ng 9 appears to be as strongly in 

favour of gun control as the general American v i ew appears to be 

again s t it" · The Europeans tend to be less emotional than t he America.11 

who favour gun controlo They do not i nve t t he gun with special 

qualities of evil. It is a too l , like a kn i fe or a club or a macheteo 

And it is used by man ; i t does not use man o This is essentially what 

the uphol ders of the right to carry a gun sayo But then there i s 

the further po i nt of the availability of the too lo If one person 

wants to do physical harm to ano t her and the on l y avai l abl e tool i s 

a ston e or club , or, i n domes tic quarr e l s , a frying pan or a k i tchen 
to 

chai r , t hen t he tool neares t/hand will be used. In European poli t i cs 

peopl e someti me Q vent their fee lings on poli tical leaders by throwing 

bottles and s t ones and rotten eggs and rotten onions at themo Some­

times the fee l i ngs they wish to vent are too strong for these and 

t hey wish for a gun : but the getti ng of a gun is so diffi cult t ha t 
end up · ./'J 

most of them/ abandon t he effort. And so the chances of the French 

President or the German Chancellor or the Bri t i sh Prime Min i ster, or 

i ndeed , even t he Sovi et Presiden t 9 be i ng shot a t as Mr . Reagan was 

this week , are tha t much more unlikelyo The gun 9 as a tool , i s so 

much easier to get i n Ameri ca than it is i n Europe. And so you have 

i n the UNited States with its 220-odd-million peopl e something of 

the order of 55-milli on gun s of one sort or another in priva t e handso 

Brita.in , Fran ce , Ital y and West Germany whose combined population 6~ 

some 22 7-odd-mi lli on is greater than that of the UoSo do not have a 

fraction of that number of guns i n pri vate handso And so it is safer 

to be a European political l eader than an Americ ~~on e be cause t he 
, the hand-gun 1 

killer-tool/i s more diffi cult to geto I do not think that i s the who l E 
story but many Europeans think it is a key part and they wan t t o 

have a say about it because their own i nterests are at stake o 

Goodn i ght 
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Eric Williams 

NEWS COl\lIMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
March 30 9 l981, 6ol0p om 

~ -
Good evening : The eea:ttm of ~Eric Wi lliams 9 Pri me Mi nister of Trin i dai 

and Tobago , i n Port-of- Spai n l as t night , will be ·mourned in many 

places other than the West Indies 9 and among many peopl e other than 

West Indians o He will, for in stance , be deeply mourned by that 

generation of mai nl y black Americans who came under his i nfl uen ce 

during the years of his profe ssorshi p at Howard University i n 
5 

Washington D. Coo And he will be monnned by black .American i ntel lec tua: 

who never knew him personall y but whose outl ook and ways of thi nking 

were powerful ly i nfluenced by his masterwork , Capi tali sm and Sl avery , 

which was first published in 1944 when he was sti ll teaching social 

and po l itical scien ce at Howard Un i vers i t y . For many blacks 9 both 

in the Un ited States and elsewhere , his scholarly revela.t i on t hat 

colour was l ittle more than an accidental convenience in the busi ness 

of i aa~EFY came as somethin g of a jolto If they were not ensl aved 

because they were black , then why were they enslaved? The answers 

provi ded by Capi tal i sm and Slavery had the psychologically liberat­

ing quali ty assoc i ated with the trul y creativeo Consider t his f rom 

his concluding section, and now I quote : " The politi cal and moral 

ideas of the age are to be examin e d i n the very closest relation to 

the economic developmento Politi cs and morals i n the abstract make 

no s ense o We fin d ltlhe British statesmen and pu licists defen di ng 

slavery today , abusing s l avery tomorrow , defending s l avery the day 

fter o Today they are imperiali st , the next day anti-imper i alist , 

and equally pro-imperialist a generation aftero And always with the 

same vehemence 0 The defence or at t ack is always ~ n the hi gh moral or 
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politica l planeo The thing defended or at t acked i s always something 
and 

t hat. you can touch/mx see, to be measured in pounds sterli ng or 

pounds avoirdupoi s , in dollars an cents 9 yards , feet and inches o 11 

In other words straight economic self-interes t was always dressed-up 

i n highminded moral or poli t ica.l tone s o And II the ideas built on 

these intere s ts , 11 says Eric Williams , "continue long after the 
old 

interests have been destroyed and work their/mischief , which i s 

all the more mischievous because the interests to which they corres­

ponded no lon ger existoooo We have to guard not only again st these 

old prejudides but also against t he new which are be in g constantly 
nearly 

crea tedo No age i s exempt ." So wrote Eri~ Will i ams/mx«x ,aforty 

years agoo And this has been part of the social and political 
L 

cultural baggage carri ed by most Thi rd World political and in tellectuE 
as personal knowIXedge / 

leaders i nto their struggleso I know ,/ f or ins tance~ that people like 

Padmore , Nkrumah , Ni geria's Azi kiwe , Kenyatta and the younger Nyerere 
thi s 

were all influenced by/ik±x masterwork of Eric Wi lli amso And the 
i n turn 

peopl e whose lives and thoughts they/helped shape will mourn Eric 

Williams as a grea t Thi rd World thinker ; not as the ageing Trinidad 
in the view of some West Indi ans 

father-figur e whose political domin ance/had become something of brake 

What comes after Er i c Williams will tell us whether this is in fact 

so or whether the long period of pause under him was consolidation 
re l atively smooth 

and preparatati on for a/new take-off o My own personal memory of 
joined 

Er i c Williams gees back to one even ing in 1955 when I/wKMi a vast 

and silent throng at the University of Woodford Square and l~stene d 

to ' De Doc ' as he delivere d one of his famou s l ectures i n his flat 
unemotional 
e:mmti.m1ax~~s voiceo He seemed a very lonely and alone little man , 

~ a l oof and se l f-contained , in spite of the vast throng about i?t o I 
m.a.i1 more 

think history /~ judge him/ki ndly than most other West Indian -
lea derso The Thir d World certainly will o Goodnight 
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NEWS CON..MENTARY 

The Cras s Programme , Benefit Politics , 
& t he Very Poor 

For bDoadcast on Fr i day 
March 27, 1981, 6olOpom 

Good evenin g : Will the Crash Programme , when it comes hack 9 be 

more ' producti ve • than it was under t he previous government? Will 

i t be less of a political pork-barrel programme than it was un der 

the PNP? Will it be more equitable than it was under the PNP? 

I thi nk the easi est of t hese questi ons to answer lb s the f i rst one o 

The new Mi ni ster of Local Government has made his position clear : 

people ei ther produce or they l ose the work : and once thi s is made 

clear to peopl e they tend to want to get on with the j ~b ; i t is 

on l y when people f ee l they can get away wit~ somethi ng that they 

1 try allni thi ng ' o So the! Crash Progr81Ii.me shoul d be more produc t ive 

under the JLP than i t was under t he PNP - to the benefi t of t he 

society as we ll as to the benefit of the between 11, 000 and 12 9 000 

peopl e who will get wor k o Wi ll i t be less of a political pork- bar rel 

pr ogramme? I have doubts i n my own mind be cause t here are some ver y 

real and some very practical problems to face here o We are faced 

with a problem of massi ve unempl oyment : ther e are just no t enoug~ 

jobs to go around , not even for the most willi ng workers o Whe . the 

PNP started thi s programme back i n 1974 i t was 9 t hey sai d ,' i n r dEr c 

to correct the i mbalan ce of year s of unempl oyment by PNP ·supporters 

un der an earlier JLP regi me ; on ce thi s hi stor ic i mba$.nce was 
\ 

corrected , they sai d , job di stri buti on would become non- parti san o 

In fact the programme r emai ned a programme mainly for PNP 
on l y 

J LP suppor t ers r ece i ved/token employment,, An d still t her e 

enough jobs to sati sfy the demands of all the PNP supporter ~0 , .r;i&"?~mi, ~ 

that i t i s JLP t i me ~ and given the number of JLP MPs -and Coun 
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the programme will, almost by defin i tion , turn out to be mainly 

for JLP supporters , wi th PNP i~~•x supporters rece iving only token 

empl oyment • . Dress i t up i n any fancy l anguage you l i ke but these 

are the harsh facts of our system of benefit politi cs in a context 

of high unemploymen t. The brute fact is tha t even i f the JLP 

were to give all the available Crash Programme jobs to JLP supporters 

only , there would sti ll not be enough such jobs available to ~~~isfy 

the demands and t he ne eds of all JLP supporters o And , like it or 

not , the PNP took care of its own when it was in power o Why should 
now i t is 

not the JLP do the same/wkaKxxixwax in power ? So what is equity in 

such a context£ And please note that i t i s the poorest peopl e , those 

lowest down on the economic ladder , who bear the heavi est brunt of 

this s i tuation whenever political power shlhfts from one party to the 

othero When on~ set comes in and the other set goes out i t i s usually 
of the losing s i de 

the ghettG suppor ters/ who suffer mos to Life tends to go on pretty 

much as before for the middl e and upper class and moneyed supporters 

of the losi ng par tyo Busine ssmen and professionals re.re l y l ose their 

means of survival when their party l oses power; i ndeed , some even 

f l ourisho Not so the ghet t o poor for whom a Crashi e j ob , or the help 
· disaster 

of a Councillor or MP , can make the di fference between/ll«~~t¥KX and 

surviva lo Party poli tics and the struggle for po l itical power a.re 

often turned int~ mortal combat at this level, as we saw so cl early 

i n that terrible twe l ve-month run-up to last October's electionso 
one s e t of 

.111 it always be so? Will i t always be/PNP or JLP poor against the 
relatively few 

other for t he/avail abl e Crash Programme jobs and other scarce benefi ts'? 

Or «an we cr eate enough j obs i n suffi c i ent time to a t l east dmfu e 
C6ntinuing to deal i nQspi r it 

what is fas t becomin g an explo i ve si tuation?}tRXocJOl:~ parti san -h'oli tic f 
and difficult 

with the hard;probl em ,of employment and th4 ghetto oor i dangerou~. . ' ___._ ' 
Our greatest and most urgent need here , it seems to me 9 i s for 

some non-par tisan mechanism - along the lines of the Electoral 
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1) Zi mbabwe ' s Development Loan 
2 ) New Crisis i n Po l and 
3) U. S" 'Cri1aiis M8nagement ' Cttee 
4) A Not on the Local Medi a 

NEWS COMMEN·TAR Y 
For broadcas t on Wednesday 
March 25 9 1981, 6 ol0p om 

Good eveni g : Zi m)Jabwe ' s search for $1 9 800- mill i on U. S,, in dev elop­

men t loan mone y appears to be very successfulo Report out of Sali s­

bury fte r the f i rst two days of the five- day conference of don or 

countries tell of pledges already made a.mounting to some $1, 200-milli o 

So 9 all things be i ng equal , Zi mbabwe should raise the target amount 

to carr y out Mr. Robert Mugabe ' s three-year plan for land acqui~iti on, 

reorganisation and deve lopmento There had been doubts, both insi de 

t he Mugabe government and am on g outs i de observers , about the rais i ng 

of the full amounto The Mugabe government had charged the British 

government i n par ticular w · th go i ng back on its promise of massi ve 

aid ; and their was uncertainty about t he attitude of the new Reagan 

administra tion i n Washing ton o Indeed , only a few days ago a BBC 

correspondent at the Un ited Nati ons quoted Mrso Jean Kirkpa.tr i ck 9 

Waskington ' s new U. N. r espre s entative as sayi ng about Mugabe : 

"What , gi ve aid to that Marxis t? No t a penny! 11 But now Britain 

and the Unite d States have turned out to be t he two biggest contEib­

utors to that mass ive aid package , with pl edges amounting to nearly 

half the amount3 i n the first two days o The rest i s made up of 

pledges from the other Wes term countri eso There were no ple dges 

of a i d from the communist bloc of countries i n the first two days o 
expected 

~o there is a bi t of a suprise here for t hose who xawx/t.«lltj£« to see 

the Reagan Afric a policy i n terms of either or : either be i ng for 

black Africa and agai nst racist South Afri ca , or for racist South 

Africa and agai n st black Africao Thi ngs look like be1.· ng 
a deal more 
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flu i d and pragmatic than thato The Reagan Africa. po licy will giv e 

comfort to racist South Afri ca , financial aid to Zi mbabwe with a 

self-confes.sed Marxi st Prime Mi n i ster , arms and other covert assist 

ance to Jonas Savi mbi' s Southl![XM Afr i can-bacf guerill as fighting the 

Mar xist Angolan governmento And if there is any l inking thread to 

be found i n these apparently diverse strands of policy i t i s i n the 

an ti-Soviet theme o Angola is Sovi et-backed and Cuban-backed : Mugabe 

never was ; his wartime gueri l l a support came mai nl y from Chi na which 

i s now Americ a ' s great ally o The real poi nt i s of course that America ' 

s Africa poli cy must serve Ameri ca ' s i nterests and will change with 

the changi ng needs of those i nteres ts o In the Un ited States i tself 

the announ c ement today of Vi ce Presi dent Bush as chairman of the 

'Cr i s is Management Commit tee ' has again r a i sed the questi on 1 so 

dom i nant in the Carter Presidency 1 of who is to manage foreign policy 

the State Depar tment or the White House 9 the Secretary of St ate or 

someone in the White House? Mr o Alexander Haig i r eportedl y no t 

happy with learning about this by way of the new medi a,, And s o to a 

word on the local media front where the tenden cy toward journalistic 
~ 

cannibalism agai nst [ Seal y warned many years ago ha s taken an ugly 

turn with r i ghtwi ng journalists ce l ebrating the si l en cing of the i r 

l eftwi ng coll ea.gues and go i ng even further by calling for the s ilenc­

ing of other s of whose view• they di s approveo Thi s , all i n t e l lectual 

pretensions notwi thstan~~ i s hatchet- man journalismo The sneering and 

jeeri ng and i ntell ectually dr essed- up nasti nes s which passes for 

c ommen tary is not my cup of tea , but I have no parti cule.r quarre l 

with i to After all , t ha t may be all some peopl e can do o However , 

just as I have nothing but contempt fo r racists of any ki nd , so have 

I nothiug but contempt for hatchetmen of any ki nd , be they poli t ica l 9 

economic or journalisti c haJchet men 0 Goodni gh t 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



1) Impact Programme Lay- offs 
2) Illici t Imports& Unemployment 

NEWS COMMEN'rARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
March 23 9 1981, 6 o l Opom 

Good evening: The start of this week sees a sharp and dramatic 

increase i n the ranks of our unemployed. The suspension of the 
to 

Special Empl oyment - or Impact - Programme will, according/the 

Daily News, put some 10 ,7 50 pe opl e out of work o And that , by any 

measure 9 i s a terri bl e lick a t one t i me : it increases the ranks of 
nearlj 

the unempl oyed by/mx«xxx~~~ 11, 000 i n one fell swoop. The one ray 

of a ki nd of hope deferred is that the suspension i s temporary and 

that the Programme is expected to return after revi ew and overhaulo 

In the meantime this week sees the additi on of over 10 , 000 more to 

burgeon i ng ranks of those without any visibl e and legal means of 

support . And these latest unemployed are , generally speaking , not 

the ki nd of people who are likel y to have anythi ng to fal l back on; 

they are not the ki nd of people whij have sav ing ~ s on which to l i ve 

until something else comes along - you cannot save on $40 a week 

in today~ s J amaicaxxxhxM:ui.Kxxt Mx.&lllz . And there is no unemployment 

assistance from either the state or the un i ons to fall back on . So 

these people will have to joi n the ranks of those who hustle DD 

do h~\ l er;(ing of one ki nd or another i n order to survive o And , ~x 
f lll llx in terms of the cold statistical facts of unemployment , i f 

and when the Impact Programme does return i n a cleaned- up and stream­

l i ned and more producti ve form , the nearly 11, 000 ' jobs which were 

l ost this week may, of course be restoredo But they will not 

ne cessaril y be restored to the same workers who l ost them o Indeed , 

t he col d and reali sti c facts of J amaican political l i fe 9 the real ity 

of ' llJenefi t pol itics ' suggest that very few of those same worker:B 
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woul d get back the j obs they have l ost , even where they have been 

reasonabl y producti ve o The new c ontrollers of our local gov ernment 

str ucture have their own ar mies of unempl oyed supporters to take 

car e of : the rewardp of victory i s the trabsferri ng of ' benefits ' 

from the r anks of the defea t ed t o the ranks of the n ew v i ctors o So , 

as far as t he j ust-laid-off Impac t worker s ar e c oncerned , this looks 

l i ke being t he s t ar t of the i r season i n the wilde r nesso And even i f 

they t urn ~n d t r y to c l i mb on t he new bandwagon 9 there are onl y under 

11 , 000 such jobs : nowhere near enough t o go aroun d for all woul d-be 

Impac t workers o So the mor e enterprisi ng will j oin t he ranks ofthe 

higgler s or the hus t lerso And those who suc ceed will make the t rip 
or elsewhere 

t o Pan ama/and come back with what people need and will buy : and the 

' second ' or alternative economy of t he ' bend down plazas ' will 

continue and perhaps even f l ourish , e specially if and where they 
c ompetitive or 

can offer their goods at prices which are/ better than those in the 

' legitimate t shops and pl azas . Thi s i s a way people under economic 

pressure have tradi t i onall y tri ed to survi ve almost everywhere i n 
Those with 

the wor l do/ ~NR~xkax«x±~ no other means of livelihood have taken the 

notion of the market and the bazaar - among t he most ancient pillars 

of the competi t ive free market system - onto the s i dewalks o The socie) 

and t he ' first ' economy cannot provi de them wi th a l iveli hood; i n-

stead of either givi ng up i n _ depa~ir or turn i n? 
{0 c,/4?' 

£ashi oned their 0 second ' economy lwi h the firs t. 

as r evo l utionary as anythi ng tha t has happened 

to cr i me , they have 

In some ways thi s i s 

i n Jamaica over the 

past devade . And I think one of the mos t i nteresting cha l l enges 

fac in g the new government and the newl y resur gent pri vate sec t or 

i s whe t her they can come to t erms wi th this new phenomenono I t i s , 
essentially a byproduct of massi ve unempl oyment and shortages and 
the will to survive in some di gnity. To just try and suppress i t 
could be expl es~v eo Goodnight 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



Political Realism: 
Management on whose behalf? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Fr i day 
March 20 9 1981, 6ol0po m 

Good even i ng : The government ' s decision to pri nt something ov er 

$300- million i n unbacked money to bri dge the gap betwe.en the inc ome 

and spending s i des of the 1880-81 Budget has provoked some i nterest ... 
/ 

i ng 9 xRx«±xaxx and mixed , reactions o The Pri vate Sector Organisation 

i s not happy abou t the decisi on because of the i nfl ati onary pressures 

tha t this ki nd of finan cing can let l oose in the soc i etyo Some 
us 

poli t i cal elements were quick to remind/of the JLP ' s opposition 

to t his ki nd of financing before it became the governmen to The JLP 9 

in opposition , described this kind of f i nan cing 9 thi s pri nti ng of 

money without ' backative ' as "monkey money "., And i f it was ' monkey 
now 

money ' when the PNP did i t 9 then i t remain s ' monkey money ' / wk.um: that 

the JLP does ito One questi pn for me here is: How do we ge t ou t of 
very bad habit therefor e 

this/IlUXllIRSM of be l ittling each o ther and/m1llx2.hr2x all of Jamaica 

and all Jamaicans f or the sake of scori ng some political point? 

Calling J amaican money •monkey money t i s belittling ; talking about 
con temp t and 

a ' monkey country pri nting monkey money ' is an extreme l evel of/ 

self-contempt . Almost all · coun tri es i~ the world have , at one t i me 

or another , gone i n for defici t f ffinanc i ngo The great Un ited St ates 

has such vast amounts of unbacked U. S- dollars f l oati ng about the 

worl d t hat the entire world economy would collapse if all who ho l d 

these greenbacks were to demand backative for themo And yet Americans 

and par ticul arl y American pol iticians do not t al k about the ir money 

as monkey moneyo On l y we 9 s2 or some of us 9 seem to have this compul-

sive urge to degrade ourse l ves : and one side of the poli t ical fence 

begi ns it the other side fo llows througho When will i t end7 
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On the question of substance I think there was nothi ng else the 
i n the 

government could do/«x««~~ ci rcumstances but resort to the printing 
9 of that $300-m i llion o Not to pri nt that money would mean e i ther cutti~ 

government spending by that amount or else raising new taxes by that 
Or ~ i x of both, 

amounto/ Where would the cuts be made? In health , which is already 

i n a mess? In Educati on, which needs more , not less 9 spending? In 

government empl oyment , thus pu~hing the level of the unempl oyed to 

a poi nt where i t is greater than the level of the employed? Or if 

that $300-plus mi l lion i s to be rai sed by additional taxati on 9 what 

new taxes? Who would have to carry the addi tional burden? The poor 

because it i s i ndirect or the rich because it i s direct and above a 

certain level? These are very hard questi ons 9 even for a government 

with a massive mandate,if that government represents a poor countryo 

This ms one reason why the Seaga government cannot go i n for the 

same type of massive spending cuts whi ch the Re agan Adm i nistrati on 

is now maki ng i n the United Stateso When we talk of seven or eight 

mi llion or even ten million unemployed in the United States it is in 

a context of a population of over 220-mi lli on people , with a labour 

force approaching one hundred mi llion; so the unempl oyed are less 

than 10%0 and even milter the Reagan cu ts they will receive better 

unemployent benefits than most of oUr empl oyed workers geto It is a 
~ 

completelj different bal l - game and the people ~who want the Reagan-type 

cutting management must remember that a very affluent society gave 

Reagan a mandate to cut , whereas a poor society with massi ve 

unemploymen t and grievous social probl ems gave Seaga a mandate to 

make thi ngs be t ter o The American majority , and the Jamai can majority 

are not the same majori ties o The only t hing they have i n common is 
- ~ 

that the1ca.11 the political shots o So , under the prese~ p our govern-

mint of whatever party , must manage on behalf our «~x md jority or 
lose its mandate o That , l i ke i t or no t, i s our'"realityo Goodnighto 
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NEWS COMIVIENTARY 

Economic Progress , Price Controls 
& Social Responsibility 

For broadca ton Wednesday 
March 18 , 1981 9 6 o10p om 

Good evening : Should price controls be taken off the basic 

commodi t ies which are now controlled? On this morn i ng ' Roadbeat 

programme t he answer was ' no '; and it was a rar e case of a unani mous 

'no ' o The so-called ' man in the street', the average citi zen with 

an average weekl y income of between $60 and $100 on which to sustain 

~ home an a family does not want to see price controls l iftedo And 
were 

yet there are those who say that if pr ice controls/.axg lifted and 

the 'fxa:a marke t system •· were given free rein prices would come down o 

I think tha t i f the s o- call ed average citizen really believed t hat 

he or she would have a better break as a consumer i f there were no 

controls the busin ess community would not even have to press for 

the lifting of controls: the citizens would i nsist on it out of 

self-interesto And what appli es t o basic itema would apply to 

everythi ng els e , rentals and allo So i t woul d se em that the average 

J amaican consumer , at least 9 does not accept the propositi on t hat 

an unregulated compet:ttve ' market system ' would serve his or her 

i nterest besto Indeed , the advocates of the unres t ri mted free 

market sys t em s eem to forget that it was ~ previ ous JLP governments 

which pi oneered the bus i ness of subsi dies and pric e controls in 

order to cushion the i mpact of the market system on the very poor 

of the societyo I still recall Mr o Robert Lightbourne' s descri ption 
regulate 

of the need to/10x~.t2rz:j; the price of A. "all those things in common 

daily use "o And I t hink it was the JLP 9 too , which made a beginning 

i n the business of providi ng house w f or poor people; I r ecall Mro 

Wl. lt H·~ 1 1 • and get a bi gger on 1~ s vigorous efforts to coll ect rents 

pi ece of the Bud6 e t i n order to build more houses for t he pooro 
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as sociali s t 
So it is misleading , if not downright dishonest , to labe l /price 

control s and other regmlations desi gned to protect t he i ntere s ts of 

the poor and then to denoun ce themo Indeed , I t hink some JLP 

suppor t ers do that party a di sser\Jee by maki ng i t appear that 

only t he wi cked socialists are interes t ed in protecti ng the poor , 

and i n fairer forms of di s t r i bution, and in a mea ure of equity 

as between the competi ng interes ts i n the societyo To be sure 

there are people who woul d like t o see the JLP as the s traight 

capi tali st party lo oki ng only aft er the i nterests of investors and th 

mon eyed-cl ass and the so-called producers (as though t he worker s do 
of r ightis t i deologue s 

no pro duc i ng) o But I think these are a mi nority/in t he ranks of or 
onto 

hanging/t.a1 the coat-tails of the JLPo They are the other s i de of 

the coin£ of the l efti st i deologues whose equally s trident pressure 
helped to br i ng 

f i nally/mx.Ql.m:gk.t the PNP to gr i ef last Octobero The JLP will certainly 

suffer a s i mi lar fate as the PNP , but perhaps more quickly , i f i t 

heeds t he calls of those who want it t o pl ay a ki nd of three-card 

game wi t h the poor of this land 9, At o.tje t i me or another , the poor 
0-,---0'-

0 f this country have elected i~ rejected both JLP and PNP alike o And 

I do not think they have done it on the basis of i deology or notions 

of particul ar systemso I thi nk they have done it on the basi s of 

what they have se en happen ing to them~ their l oved ones as they 

go about their dai ly liveso And this has to do wi th t he price of 
and the utiliti es 

food and rent/and whether a person earns enough t o pay for t hese 

and have a l ittle extra over for a little pl easure o So t he creati ng 

of jobs i s more i mportan t t o mos t than i s the col our of Mr o Reagan ' s 

hair or Dr . Castro ' s beard o It has to do with a sense of belongi ng 9 

and of f eeling safe and sequre i n your home , i f you have one or 
) 

walking the s t reets . It has to dghwi th self-re spec to Attrac ting a ievi ng 
i nvestors i s certainly important to/this .. Jamai can voters have shown 
thethknow At1h1at ; they also know their own interes t s and wi l l i nsist 
on eseo i deo l ogues plea se note carefv1.lly o Goodn i gh t 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 

A Di smal GATT Report & Its Implicati ons 
For Third World Economies 

For broadcest on Monday 
March 16 , 1981, 6ol0pom 

Good evening : The se cre t ari at of the Genera l Agreement on Tariffs 

and Trade, GATT , this past weekend issued a ver y gloomy report on 

the state of the world economy. The GATT e conomi sts said that last 

year was wax the worst year experienced by t he worl d economy s i nce 

1975 , and that for this year so far world trade is running even 

be l ow l ast year 's dismal average o And t her e is , so far , no s i gn 

of any reviv al i n wor l d trade . And a s it goe s i n the res t of the 

great wi de world so , almost i nevi tabl y , will i t go with u s and wi th 

other Third Worl d coun tries who are dependent on the economi c fortunei 

of t he particular big power i n whose shadow the t hey live and 

f unction . All we have to do is l ook a t tourism for an exampl e o If 

the North American and Canadi an economi e s ar e bo oming , and mf the 

Ameri can and Canadi an peopl e have a l ot of money t o spend because of 

boomi ng conditi ons , then many of them will want to t ake the i r holi­

days abroad and our tourist busi ness is bound to benefi t ~ always 

provided we offe4a r easonably good and competitivel y priced product. 

If , on the othe~ han d, there i s an economic downturn in those two 

countri es 9 if there are l argescale l ay- offs and the future l o<oks 

uncertain , people wi l l be much more hesi tant abou t t aki ng holidays 

abro ad ; and even those still i n jobs and with savings will want to 

keep what they have in case bad times hit t hem o And so , thr ough 

no fault o our own our tourism could suffer because t he world 

economy is i n a bad state. And what applies t o t he North Ameri cans 

and Canadians applies equally to the Br iti h , the West Germans and 
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l) The UdN . Blacklist on South Africa 
2) Reagan Peopl e think again on El Sal vador 
3) The Dangers of Arming the Thi rd World 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadca·st on Fr dL day 
Merch 13 9 1981, 6ol 0p om 

Good even i ng : Yesterday ' s new• out of UaN . headquarters i n New 

York that t he Uni t ed Nati on s Com.m i ttee Agai ns t Apartheid i s planning 

to publi sh a list of the names of spor t i ng f i gures who have visi ted 

or who mai ntain s poriing links wi th South Africa was 9 for me at 

least , di sturbi ngo I do not like ' bl acklists ' of any ki nd; I do 

not l i ke the i dea of ' enemy 1 li sts su·ch as Mro Ri chard Ni xon ' s 

White House r eportedly kept ; I do not like ' hi t 1· lists of any ki n do 

Bl ack lists , enemy li s ts , hit li sts , t he banning of books , t he 

suppres s ion or s aniti s i ng of i nformation 9 t he attemp ts a t quarantin­

in g un popular i deas , all these are joJali tari an noti on s 9 anti-demijcrai 

i c notions o The South Afri can racists have blacklists 9 and ban 

i deas and books and try to lock up i deas by locki ng up men o The hard 

questi on i s whether those of u s who f i ght agai nst thi s soc i a l , 

political and moral evil ar e jus t i f i ed i n using the same methods as 

t he South African racists o It is the age- old question of whether 

all means j ustify t he ends o An d what makes i t so di ffi cul t and 
an arm of the 

disturbing for me i s that it i s/lllm:txx:mm.e:fii::ia:g Un i te a. Nati ons whi ch 

is proposi ng to issue this bl ack list of in dividualso Thi s i s a 

differen t matt er from a group of South Africans such as those of 

t he Sou t h African Non- Racial Olympi c Committee i s suin g such a li st , 
t he 

or for/ikat UoNo agency to advi se .¢'member countri e s of the exi stence 

of such a list and even urgi ng t hem to act on ito For t he Un i t ed 

Nati on s to itself i s sue a blacklist t argeti ng i n divi dual s i s in deed 

worryi ngo Another worr ying mat t er on the i nternati onal scene , out of 
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other countries o If t he worl d economy doe s not expand 9 if j obs 
)Jltl ~ r;; 

and incomes , shrink , peopl e have less money to spen d arjd so fewer 
~ ~ will 

peopl e travel abr oad for pl easure , and in come f rom tour i sm/reflectp 

the decline 

the tourist 

i n the world economyo The struggle for survival within 
lvll9-. ~ 

business lbecome , fierce\ both between one opera tor and 

another and on e tourism des tina tion and anothero So that revel ati on 

from t he GATT econ omists in Geneva is a s i mportant to us as the job 
and is most to 

of every J amaican now employed in tourism here 9xas/impprtant a~/our 

Blfitional effort to earn our way out of our foreign exchange problem so 

And this is of course how it is for every other Caribbean or Thi rd 

World countrt whi ch depends heavily on tourism o An d when you have 

this kind of worldwide economic decline you also have declining 
\ 

producti on ; manufactures are down; food production ~ down o So 

~x± workers are laid off and prices go upo In Britain unemployment 

i s now movi ng towar d the two-and-a-half-million mark , and the 

immigrants and the children of t he immigrants are t he first to fee l 

the pi nch of the mass unemploymen t o So how do we of t he Third World 
both 

cope with a problem which is giving/the r .icher and stronger ecoryn_ i es 

of the capitalist Wes t as well the controlled economies of t he 

communist East such a hard time? One natural impµlse seems to be 

for t he sa te llites of the one s i de or the other to want to tuck up 

as close to its economi c god{ather as possible , almost t o the po i nt 
offer i ng to 

of /surrender:brg sovereignty in exchange for bread o Bu t what if t he 

godfathers them selves cannot provide all the needed bread? What i f a l l 
u,.,...., v,( 

they Lene prepared to do i s to use and exploit the Third 

order t o try and ease their own hard problem s? ~ere do 

To whom do we turn then? 
Goodn i gh t 

IV~ 

Worl d Lin 
we turn then? 
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Washing~on this t i me 9 was this week ' s revelati on of the massive 

scale on whi ch the United States is pl anning to suppl y arms to Thi rd 

World countries under the just announced Reagan Budgeto The American 

government will spend $6 9 800-mill i on on arms a i d to Third World 

countries o An Interpress Servi ce r eport says that this sum is a t 

least $1, 000- milli on more than the U. So will s pend on all its other 

forms of iid - on its bilateral and multilateral economic assis t ance 

programme o And this of course means that almost any Thi rd World 

country , and especially countries which are considered to be of 

s t ra tegi c i mportance to U. S. interests, will f i nd it much easier 

to ge t soft l oans , or in deed outright grants or gif ts , in the f orm 

of mili t ary hardware - gun s planes bombs and other mean s of death 

and des truction - than to get l a an assistan c e to buy food and 

fer til:ile:ter o Even our own Eastern Caribbean coun tri es are now into 

the military aid business to the tune of over $25-million-Ui, 

reportedly because it is now seen as Ameri cars ' frnnt yard 1 o Strife 

torn El Salvador will receive t he lion ' s share of U. S. military aid 

for this region with some $66- million worth of mili tary aido The 
Middle East , 

Africans , the Asians , /everybody considered of strategic 0£ mili tary 

val ue to the U. S. will be armed to t he tee t ho The hope is that all 
prevent or defeat 

this armi ng will strengthen friends and so/external communist assault 

or i nternal ' leftist ' uprisi ngs as i n El Sal vador , or two years ago 9 

in G¥ena dao One of the problems with this hope , as we have seen i n 

i n Indochin a and more recen tly in Iran , i s that a l l this mass of arms 

may not i n fact be used for the intended pur po seo It was , for in stan ce 

mai n l y . Ameri can arms that were used i n the Iranian r evol uti on; and 

Vi~snam is now one of best armed countri es because the Ameri cans 

left so much of their hardware behi ndo In the long run , especially 

for the hungry of the world , food migh t turn out a much better weapon 
than guns . But where is the food? Goodnigh t 
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What Future For Nurse Parchment? 

NEWS COMMEN.TARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
March 11 9 1981 9 6ol0pom 

Good evening : Tomorrow marks the latest deadline set by the 

Nurses .Association of J·amaica for the Mi nister of Heal t h to make 

what they describe as a "f i nal and Jfiavourabl e de cision" on t he i ~ 

demand that enrolled assismant nurse Mae Parchment be t ransferred 

from the Cornwall Regional Hospital i n Montego :Bayo The Nurses 

Associati on warned t hat the Mi nister would have· to take full 

responsibili ty for any acti on whi ch may re ~ult from his fai l ure. 

to respond ' appropriately ' o And the wor ds I favour able' and 

' appropriately ' in this case means do i ng what the Nurses Assoc i ati on 

demands o So the registered nurses have in effect gi ven the Mi nister 

of Heal th an ultimatum : "Remove Nurse Parchment or else f ace so far 

unspe cified a.c tion from us o" And the deadlin e is tomorrow , March 

120 I thi nk most of us are familiar wi th the backgro1:l,Ild of this 

sad and sorry affair i n which an enrolled assi s tant nurse was accused 

of assaulti ng a registered nurse o Ther e was an i nvesti gati on wi thin 

the i nstitu tion; the accusati on agai nst the enroll ed nurse was 

confirmed; the enroll ed nurse was dul y punished o :But then , when the 
; 

enroll ed as s i s tan t nurse , who also happened to be the trade union 

delegate for all the NWU-represented enroll ed ~iRiii~i nurses at 

the i nsmtution , returned to wor k after the peri od of punishment , 

the registered nurses refused to work un l ess she was transferredo 

The un i on i s ed enroll ed nurses backed their colleague and the impasse 

with which most of us are now familiar came i nto be i ng o S0 9 what 

happens next? Fi rst there i s the hard probl em of justi ce and equi ty o 
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Mrs o Parchment has already been pun ish ed for what she has done o The 

authorities at the Cornwall Regi onal Hospital apparentl y did not 

cons i der transferri ng her a necessary part of the punishment at the 
So what we have now 

time when t hey handed do~n the pun i shmento/ x~ is a bi t like a group 
aggr i eved 

of/.aggxi:'ltRi citizens who are not sati sfi ed with a verdict handed 

down by a cour t t r yi ng to force the j udge i n to i mposi ng harsher 
woul d 

penalj_ t ;i eg . Under the rul e of law such people /ochclx:k f i nd themsel ves 

in t rouble with the j udge and his court. But l eave thi s aspec t 

aside for the moment and we face another question : What happens to 

Mrs o Parchmen t were the Mi n i ster of Heal th t o give i n to t he demand 

of the Nurses Association? Mrs . Parchment i s n ow a • targeted r 

f i gur e . The en .ti r e NAJ i s up in arms agai ns t her. I f she is transfer­

r ed to another hospi ta.l what is to prevent the regi stered nurses at 
~ 

that hospi tal t'w re~u s '"~o work wi th h~r? And if what has happened 

uJ/t to now is anythi ng to go by , then t hat mi ght ~ well be the 
key 

case . And s o we come to the/ questi on : Has the Nurse Parchment 

affair now reached a po i nt where , willy-nil l y , she is be i ng driven 

out of the nursi ng professi on ? Pl ease don ' t get me wrongo I am not 
or suggesti ng 

s ayi ng/that thi s i s lltfmEll!Dtx:XXJC the i ntenti on . All I am sayi ng i s 

that this i s one direc tion i n which t he inner logic of the situati on 

po in ts . And the only counter direction to t hat would be an absolute l y 

firm pri or c ommi tment to Mrs . IFarchment •s right to continue to 

fun c t i on as a nurse , subject on l y to the restrain ts and conditi ons 

applied to all other nurses i n h~ tegor y . An ythi ng else would be 

discriminatory" So resolvi ng t il. s Li s no t easy and i T de more 

difficult by tough and infl exi bl e po siti on s on the part of e i ther 
al so 

the un i on or the NAJ. Ther e/seems to be a nee d for a meeti ng of mi nds 

be ~ h~ i on , the NAJ , and the Mi n i stry on the de licate question 
off r e·tu,r g>ti ng the relati ons between the vari ous categori es of nurse sG 

Goodn i ght <> 
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1) Moneymen Come & Go 
2 ) Tensions between U~S. & her Alli es 
3 ) Law of the Sea Conference 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
March 9 9 1981 , 6al0p om 

international 
Good evening : There has been a great coming and going of/mJUI2~ 

moneymen in re cent days; but as very li ttle informati on of substan ce 

-- has been made publ ic on these comi ngs and go ings there is li ttle to 

discusso The Jamaica-Uni ted St~te businessmen ' s c ommittee has met 

and talked and di~ ersed ; other s have come a.nd looked and talked and 

gone o A group of donGr countri es are reportedly meeti ng here thi s 

week to work out the detai l s of the ai d they will extend to Jamaica 

once there is an agreement between Jamaica and the Internati onal 

Monetary Fund a So it would seem that all this comin g and going of 

the i nternational money men i s i nti mate l y related with our upcomin g 

agreement wi th the IoM . Fo, and when that agreement i s i n place we 

may then have s ome of the i nformati on of substan ce for dmscussion o 

And by then , of course , everythi ng , or almost everythi ng , will have 

been dacidedo The politics of partic i pation i s outo But if the 
po l iti cs 

new- styl e/deli vers t he goods there will not , I think , be much i f 

any prote s t from the Jamaican electorate ; certain l y not in the short 

run, or while thi ngs are looking up o The protest and the preoccupati ol 

about partici pati on will only come if and when things turn rough or 

sour in the months to come o As the defea ted PNP should have l earned 
as far as a;najority of the electorate is coneerned 

and i nwardly digested by now ,;everyth1ng i s forgi ven those who 

ucceed and deliver ; nothing wlrl i s forgi ven those who fail to deli ver. 

So , like it or not, i deology and almost everything el se , i s subordi n­

ate to bringing home the bacono He who delivers can do no wrong; but 

heaven he l p hi m i f he stops v deli ve;~ r fai l s to deliver) hi--
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or i f what he deli vers does not measure up to the expectati ons of 

the electoral majori ty o{r- e,-," . - &~ iv ~5-ii!l'JfLes ;J 
~@~ L o,;:Fetli,.;tVTJ :z-:1li -emrs~ an i'.J rte g li!T 
Among other comings and go i ngs , on the i nternation a l s cene this time , 

perhaps the most significant i s today ' s arrival i n Washington of the 

West German Foreign M~nister to brief President R6nal~ Reagan on two 

i s sues on which there are di ffer:en ces of approach by Washington and 

Bonno The UoSo Administrati on recently let it be known that i t 

expected its West European allies to take on a bigger and fai rer share 

of t he cost of the defence of Western Europe o It hinted that it woul d 
t he 

not go on spending more and more on/lffefence of Europe unless the 
an alli ed 

Europeans also increased s pendi ng. And it called for t Rapi d Deploy­
quickly sent 

men t Force which could be/ii:.f.te:m to the Persjlan Gulf area i n case 

Middle East oil was threatenedo Bri tain ' s Mrs o Thatcher quickly 
eA back these proposals and announced i ncreased lffefence spendingo Bu t 

West Germany di d not follow sui t o Instead , West Germany announced 

cuts i n its pro j ected mil itary spending for the perio d 1982 to 1984. 

And it would not take part i n t he estbhlishing of any Rapi d Depl oy­

ment Force ; i t woul d , however , provi de host support for any such 
~ 

for ce operating wi thi n its territoryo These are most l i ke l y the matte 

the West German Foreign Min i ster wil l discuss with Mr o Reagan o It 

would seem that the American~ di d not first consult with all their 

European allies before their public callso If t hey had , there would 

no t have been this appar en t se tback to Reagan ' s for eign pol i cy moves 

so early on i n t he new admin i s t rati on ' s term o Another way not to 

win fr i ends and influence peopl e ig the manner i n whi ch t he _qReagan 

peo~Je have announce d that they mi ght want to renegoti a~St ~ t erms pro posea 
of the/Law of the Sea Treaty already agreemfl on by the arter 

Admi nistration o The i mpre s s ion gi ven is that the i nterest s of t he 

rAlll.eri can mul t i nati onal mi n i ng compan i es must be given prefer en f e 
over a l l other interests worl dwi de o Goodn i ght 
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Western Powers to Veto Anti-Apartheid 
Economic Sancti ons 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Fri day 
March 6 , 1981 9 6ol0p om 

Good evening : While the storm i n the ~«~±t ±EH+ sporti ng- politi cal 

teacup continues to rage over the so-called Jackman Affai r , some 
setbacks i n the 

very much more i mportant/mattxxx «llillt« KXNi«g anti -Apartheid struggle 

look l i ke be i ng over shaadwweo The British Ambassador to the Un i ted 

Nations yesterday bluntly told the U.N . General Assembly that the 

five Western powers - Britai n 9 the Un i ted States , Canada , France and 

West Germany - would not support the call for economi c sanctions 
e. 

again s t South Africa for havi ng deliberately scpttl ed the UN conferenc( 

on Nam i bian i ndependence las t Januaryo And withou t saying so outright!/ 

i t was made abundantly clear to that General Assembly meeti ng that 

the fi ve Western powers would veto any resol uti on to i mpose san c t i ons 

on South Africa : so the overwhelming General Assembly vote wi l l be 

brought to noughto And thi s , like i t or not 9 is i n reali mmic and 
against 

unemoti onal terms a far greater setback to the struggle/South African 

rac i sm than anythi ng Mr o Jackman or any other English cricketer has 

done o The posture adopted by the f i ve Western powers goes to the 

heart of the matter : it preven ts hitti ng the racists where it hurts 

most . If the five W~s mrn powers were to impose and to seri ously 

enforce economic sancti ons against South Afri ca , it is doubtful 

whether South Africa would be able to hold out for much more than 
to 

from twe l ve to twenty-four months without beginn i ng ~ k« dismantle 
e 

t he monstrous edifi ce of Apartheido And that kind of economi c pressur 
onl y 

is in fact the/short-term and non- v i olent possi bili ty for easi ng 

Apartheid without a bloodbath of terrible di mensi ons o And on l y the 
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Western powers , with the i r massi ve investemBnts in South Africa 

are able to.make economi c sanc tions bi te deep enough to reall y 
wi lli ng and 

hurt , rather than j ust irri tate . Wi thout the/acti ve par t icipati on 

of the Western powers economi c sancti ons woul d be little more than 

a l ar gely symbolic gestur e , even if there were n o Security Counci l 

veto o Rhodesia showed us that even where t he Western powers were 

supposedly in compl ian ce s anc t i ons-busti ng was no t all that hard 

when the supposedl y compl yi ng s tates were prepared to l ook the ot her 

wayo Wi th these pwwers saying flatly they ar e against sancti ons there 

i s no way that sancti ons can work o The Afri cans and i ndeed the en t ire 

Thi rd World and t he en tire non-aligned movemen t cannot hurt South 

Afri ca with sanctions because she does not depend on them for tradeo 

The same appl i es with the communist countrieso So this setback i s 

clear and dec isi ve o It is no acc i den t tha t this clearcut sta. t ement 

from the f i ve Western powers came just a day after Presiden t Reagan 

declared publ icly that the United States could no t and would not 

abandon South Africa o And this of course means that the African 

frontl i ne s t ates who have up to now co-operated with t he f ive Western 

powers i n the attempt to resolve the JWamibi an problem by way of 

elec t i on can lnok for more across-the- border attecks from a l ess 

i solated and more embolden ed racist South Afri cari regime o As part of 
deal 

'the free democra ~ic world' the South Afr i can regime will now/more 

fi r ml y with i ts enemi es both i ns i de and out i de , as i n An gola and 

Mozambique and Zi mbabwe o Deve l opments i n Sputhern Africa are bound 

to take a much mor e sombre turn o The s t r uggle now look like be in g 

longer , more bru tal, mor e pai nful , more bl oody , fo r many more people 

than i f the West had used it enormous economi c mi gh t i n Sout h Afr i ca 

to pre sur e it away from Apartheido In the l ong perspecti ve of history 

I thi nk the West made a bad decision o Goodn i gh t 
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Ash Wednesday 9 1981 : 
A New Begi nning? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
March 4 , . 1981, 6al0p om 

Good evening : Tdday » Ashi Wednesday , marks the start of t he 

forty- day Lenten period during whi ch Christians the world over 

tra di t i onally observe as a season of fast i ng and penance a People 

are supposed to gi ve up some thing. Some gi ve up eati ng meat ; some 

give up smoking; s 9mf eat nothing between sunrise and sunset; some 
ii~ 

fo r ego drinkingl or whichever pleasure they enjoy most o The trouble 

is that in much of today ' s worl d almost. every day is a day of enforceo 

fasti ng for a majority of the wor l d ' s peopl e 9 be they Chri sti an or 

n on-Christi an o It is a crue l ki nd of joke to ask a malnour i shed or 

starvi ng person who owns next t o nothing t o give up anythi ng for 

Lento For at least one thi rd of the human beings on ear t h today the 

season of Lent is with them everyday of the year o And there is a 
hard 

s i zeable number of them r i ght here i n our own Jamai cao The/moral 
, as a socie t y 9 

ques t ion is whether we/owe these people anything or whether their 

poverty and their mi ser y is their own fault and the soc i ety the£ e­

fore owes them nothing , no helping hand , no comfor t, no sustenance o 

In the jungle and according to the law of the jungl e 9 it i s every 

man for himself and the devil take the hi ndmosto This same HJUllfllli.i::ai 

essentially primitive view of so ciety has recen tly emerged here in 
sort of 

Jamai ca a s some sort of fresh new thinking , some/newly worked- out 
~ <:!j-

realism about our I so cial probl ems ~ It is in fac t a hoary old ches t nut 

going back to the cave dwe ller days of our primitive ancestors : i t 

i s i n fac t the anti t hesis of the Christi an notion of compassi on and 

of be i ng our brothers ' keeperso That notion does not say we must 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

care only for the g i fted or the pri vileged or the r i ch or those of 

one kind or class or colour o Where peopl es and societies have 

departed from this Christi an notion of compassi on , as Hitler for 

just one example di d , the results have been disastrous , no matter 

how stri ki ng the short-term economi c miracles they performedo So 

i t seems to me that we need to be quite clear about the moral aspect 

of the drive fo r economic recovery and rebuil dingo The new Government 

has just received the same ove rwhelming mandate at the local level 

that it received la.st October at the national level ; and the 

conten tious and divisive busines~ of electoral politics i s now 

behind us f or at leas t the next three or four years , provi ded we do 

not upset the socio-political-economic applecar to There is now 

the very real possibility for the Jamaican society to come to grips 

wi th its very many problems o This i s clearl y what a majority of 

the Jamaican people wanto And I , fo r one , am not any more worrie d 

about the s ize of the mandate they gave the JLP last October and 

±k«M a.gain on Monday , than I was when they gave the PNP similarly 

sweepi ng mandates i n 1976 and 19770 As long as that ul t i mate 

power to choose or to reject remai ns firmly i n the »ands of the 

Jamaican people 9 as long as the peopl e can change their min ds and 

vote out any governmen t, there is little cause for serious worryo 

If those who govern abuse their power they will, i n due time v be 

remove d and replacedo And those who govern mus t be remin ded of thiso 

So the questi on : Are we going to try for a really fresh beginning 
J. 

now that ele q,oral politics i s behin d us f or the next few years? 

Not all the signs so far are encouragi ngo The tal k of equal rights 

and justice i s sti ll to be matched by deeds , but i t i s early yet; 

care and compassion for t h e poor and the unempl oyed is still to be 

given practical expression , t he r ico a ~ e , 
cann ot do t he j ob o Above all~ ovt must for 

Le-. w,.-it. ~cL LY L ~ ~~ 

t he business sector al one 
all t h e people o Goodn igh t 
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Local Government: Drawbacks of Benefit Politics 

NEWS COMM EN '.l'AR Y 
For broadcast on Monday 
March 3 9 1981, 6 ol0p om 

Good evening: The Polls closed a l ittle over an hour ago and it 

is all over bar the countingo Soon we will know whether the local 
March, 

government elections of/1981 have made as clean a political sweep 

at the local level as did the October 1980 elections at the national 
,({ftfn. 

level ., And while we wait for that knowledge we might usefully/ at 

the kind and quality of service given by the local authorities to 

the Jamaican people who support these authorities through the taxes 

they pay , both directly and indirectly o Is the local government 

system giving the ordinary Jamaican taxpayer value for money? 

If you look at t he Bpending Budget Estimates for the year endi ng 

on ·the 31st of this month 9 which was presented to Parliament on May 

8th of last year , you will see that over $137-million was earmarked 
under 

for Recurrent spending by the Local Government Ministry; and just/ 

$42-mi llion was earmarked foe Capital or development spending., And 

this gives us a total 1981 Local Government spending Budget of a 

little less than 180-million., The next thing to note is that t he 

Ministry of Local Gov ernmenj itself took up less t han $1½- mi llion 

for its own genera1 administration as well as the training of people 

for the local government service: the actual figure is in the region 

of $1 9 320 , 000o The rest of the money - some one- hundred- and- seven ty­

something-million-dollars i s disbursed to our Local Government 

Authoriti es to l ook after the people ' s business at the local l evel o 

And the mai n services for whi ch the l ocal authorities are responsible 

are: 1) Public health~ 2) Poor relief•, 3 ) wt 
a er supplies; 4) Parochial 
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rmada; 5) fire servi ce ; 6) market; 7) civic amenities like parks 

and public gardens and playfield and the likeo So we come back 

to the question: Are the local government authorities givffing the 

communities they serve value for money? Generally speaki ng , I 

think most Jamaicans will say no, they are not getting value for 

money from their local authori tie so Fe w of us are satisified with 

our water or public health or sanitation or parochial road servi ces, 

ana civi amen ttie s are few and far ~etween o Such services as we do 
are often 

ge t are slipshod and/so bad i n the cases of san i tati on and road work 

that they keep having to be done over and over and over again, as 

though the people want to make sure that any particular job· never 
of money 

comes to an end and that they can squeeze the maximum amount/ out of 
minimum amoun t of 

it the/work that they stre tch ana s tre tcho And the nature of our 

poli t ics and the underlying assumptions behi nd our elections 9 be 

they like today 's local elections or last October's national electiol 

all contribute to this sorry state of a ffairso Thi s i s the endle ss 

price the Jamaican taxpayers pay for henchmen politic s or contract 

poli tics or pork-barrel politics i n which each winning side has to 

spend more and more t axpayers money to buy or appease or pay off 
· structure 

those who have voted for themo Our local government/x~a%em has 

over the years produced some outstanding public servants , bu t they 

8 re and they will remain hobbled by the sys tem of hen chmen and 

benefit politics until the society decides to purge itself of that 

system o Till t hat happens the Jamaican taxpayer i s no t likely to 
or her 

get full value for his/tax doll ar out of the local government system 

How this i s to be done or can be done , i s the hard problemo There 

has been much talk about local government reform , usually by the par 

out of power: once in power the advantages appear too tempting 0 

Will this agai n be the case after today? Goodn i gh t
0 
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Protecting the Environment: 
Guarding Against Di saster 

NEWS CONiMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
February 27, 1981, 6 o10pom 

Good even ing: The speed with which the government of Jamaica 

reacted to that oil spill from t h• Shell tanker which ran aground 

off the coas t of Sto Elizabeth on Saturday is about the _only welcome 

thing about that event o And yet it took all of three days before 

we became aware of the gravity of the matter a :But for the alertness 
of 

of those who are responsible for the safeguarding/the Jamaic•an 

environment 9 i t might have taken longer, and the risk might have 

been greater , and perhaps more harm and damage might have been done 

while we were assured that "everything was under control"o The. fact 

that in such circumstances compan i es involved nearly always want 

to as sure the public that t @re is really nothing to be worried 

about an d that things are "under control" i s a very strong argument 

for a str ong environmental protection agency which will be constantly 

on the alert and which will act as an early warning system inthe 

event of any threat · or disaster o Please don ' t misunderstand meo 

We already have a large number of environJ ef_f3' l agencies o The 

latest Economic Survey lists a total of ~ ' of which the Environ­

mental Control Division of the Mi n i stry of Health and the Natural 

Re source and Conservation Departmen t of the Ministry of Mi nes and 

Energy are perhaps the two most impprtanto And yet , except when 

there is a sharp and obvi ous disaster of dangerous proportions , we 

seem to be r ather caasal about the Jamaican environment ., We did not , 

for instance , have t his same speed of r eacti on t o the reported l ead 

po isoning i n Sto Catherine that we had 
to this week ' s oil spillo 
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And yet experts say that the damage that is done by lead pomsoning 

can having long-lasting effectso So what is being done about thi s 

danger? Has the Environmental Control Division of the Mi nistry of 

Health the power to enforce standards of safety or penalise those 

who ignore t hose standards? If not , then no matter how much we bawl 

about environmental safety the ki nd of leqd poisoning ejposed by 

the Daily New-e earlier this month will continue , and citizens wi ll 

continue to demonstrate and put up road-blocks when they can no 

longer put up wi t h one form or another of the po l lution associated 

with certain types of industrial activi t y o Thi s is how it i s and how 

i t has been everywhere else in the world . Of course nobody sets 

about th deli bera tely pol~i*e the environmento Tanker people prefer 

not to have oil spills and do all they can to prevent them : i t is 

good and profi table busi ness not to have these things: so there is 

no ma.lice i nvo l vedo But oil spills do happen; the environment i s 

pollu t ed; chemi cal poip sons are discharged into the atmosphereo And 
do 

when these things/happen it is logical for the businesses concerned 

to protect their own interests , often by denyi ng responsibi l i ty or 

where that is not possibl e by downplaying the seri ousness of the 
and 

matter o So the business of safeguarding/mx protecti ng the environment 

i s and must be the responsi bility of the society i tselfo And the nine 

government agenc i es are in fact antk«mx2ii ~al acceptance of that 

responsi bili tyo The difficulty i s in the dischargi ng of ito There 

appear far too 

right now 9 and 

many autonomous cooks 

a~ul l i ng toge ther and 

in the environmental broth 

streamlining of th~ j sh~uld be 
~i mon1 ~or1ng aa sti:.Jte~o I think there should be a amall ( i ghtly kn i t/task- force 

( to police and enforce standards with emphasis on prevention o There 
~ ty \ 
is no way that we C8.1!f r ifent all environmental disasters: but we 
can prevent some , min se others, and respond quickl y to the unprevent 
able o Goodnight 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 

Foreign Aid as an Adjunct of 
Foreign Policy 

For broadcast on Wednesday 
February 25 9 1981 9 6ol0pom 

bitter 
Good evening: The/political troubles of El Salvador 9 the smallest 

of the Central American countries, have become even more in tern a tiona: 

-ised than they have been up to nowo To be sure there has a1ways 

been the kind of external support for one side or the other which 

has become a commonpla.ce in the savage little civil wars of our timeo 

Leftist governments tend to support the efforts of leftists in any 
the efforts 

given civil war; rightist governments tend to supports/of rightistso 
is 

But 9 usually, this kind of support kaa/~Rftll covert; and those giving 
deny 

this support usually publicly/«Et.Dti doing any such thingo And the 

external side supporting the government in power 9 no matter how that 

government came to power 9 usually adopts a moralistic and self-right-
in denouncing e~ternal · 

eous posture/ax~xaammrar«KM the/support given to the other sideo Thi s 

familiar pattern is now playing itself out in El Salvador 9 as it has 

done earlier in Nicaragua 9 and still earlier in a host of other 

little countries where they tr i ed to resolve the problems of politicat 

power by way of the bullet 9 rather than the ballot; or by way of a 
c,ce,t.,,Uu-{, 

combination of ~~40i;e use of the bullet to influence the ballot. 
on Monday 

The U.S. State Department/1ax±2xaa1 released what is described as 

'documentary evidence• to support' its allegation that the Soviet 

Union 9 Cuba and communist allies supplied arms to leftist guerrilas 

trying to take over El Salvador' 0 And the U.So vowed that it was 

determined to put a stop to this flow of communist arms to El Salva.do~ 

At the_s?Jlle time it also indicated that it will step up the flow of 
U.So military aid to the ruling junta in El Salvadoro S09 if the 
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U a So has it way then the flow of arms to the guerill as must stop 

while the flow of arms to the ruling junta must continue o And if 

the Reagan admi nistration does have its way in this matter 9 if the 

flow of arms to the guerillas does dry up, while that to the jun ta 

continues and is even stepped up, then it is only a matter of time 

before the junta will crush the young lefti m militants and win the 
u. s. 

civil war o So/foreign policy at this level is the straightforward 

business of ensuring that the side you back wins by arming it and 
of 

disarming its opponents o Considerations of human rights and/the 

political nature of the regime under which more than 10,000, includ­

ing an archbishop, .American nuns and sundry missionaries , have been 

killed in the course of last year - such con s iderations are no longer 

the important factors they were during the Carter Administrationo 

The question i§ whether those who , despite all denial s 9 gave aid and 

comfort to the guerilla9 are just going to give up and stop the flow 
i t 

of arms or wh4 t her they are pc.xx going to deny/and carry on as before. 
it 

My guess is that they wi l l deny/and carry as before 9 in much the 
~~IP> 

s ame way as the Americans (did i n Angolao That is the way of the 

world power gameo And given this reality I do not see how the Reagan 

administration will f in d it possible to cut back on its foreign ai d 

s pendi ng 9 which is perhaps the s i ngle most crucial adjunct to its 
worldwide 

f oreign policy of a stepped-up/anti-communi st posture o Foreign a i d 

to Israe l is $2 o2- thousand- mi lli on; for Egypt it is $1, 000-mi llion 

which i s the price tag for her loe~ of the same amount from Saudi 

Arabia becau se she made peace with l sraelo So there alone you have 

$3 o2-thousand mi lli on for only 2 client stateso The idea of cutting 

U. S. foreign aid to $5 o4-thous nd-million would leave just $2 o2-

thousand-million for policing the rest of the world against communism 

And that is . not enough_ to do the job in times of tranquility: i t is 
hopelessl y inadequate in these turbulent times 0 Goo dnight 0 
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1( Ca±~~nn Alexander on Youth Unemployment 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
February 23 , 1981 , 6ol0p om 

Good evening: Mr . Carl ton Alexander, the retiring President of the 

Private Sector Organisati on of Jamaica 9 in his faEew•11 addres s to 

that body spoke , among other things , of youth unemploymeni and 

describe d it as having reached chronic proportions . Mr o Alexander 

is reported as saying that the private sector will have to under­

take the major i nitiative to re solve the problem of youth unemploy­

ment and he spoke of training young people and bringing them i nto 

the workforce 1 and he spoke of apprenticeship and he remin ded hi s 

members of an earlier scheme under which young Jamaicans were 

appren ticed to various firm s in i n Britain o As I remember it Mr . 

Robert Li ghtbourn e played a very impor tan t part in t hat earlier 

scheme of sen ding young J amaican s to be apprentice d to British firms 

and factorieso If this s cheme i s revived it will be an exce llent 

thing fr om which Jamaica can only benefito 
of every kin d 

Skill.$ training/for our 
ultimately 

young people can/only be good for the coun t r y - provi ded it i s not 

turned into some sort of party poli tical or i deological football 

by political zealots of either side o If where ou± young people are 

train ed can end up being used again s t them , if they end up being 
---'- ~u.-1 

hounded 1bl the left fqr havi ng been trai ned in a rightwi ng country, 
i- ~ ~~~ 

or being hounded Lby the right for having been trai ned in a l eftwi ng 

country, t hen it will not help us much : the fact is that s killt trai n-
desireable 

ing is/xxp~« in itself, wherever i t is done . Bu t of course these 

apprenticeshi p schemes are usually relatively small in s i ze: they 

rarely run in to the hundreds at one tim eo So while persui ng the s e 
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and acknowledgi ng the i r crucial long-term i mportan ce , we must face 

the fact that they do little to ease the explosive short- term problem 

of youth unemployment o The latest avail able figures , taken from 

the Economic Survey for 1979 , show that in October of that year there 
under 

were a little/«~KX 129, 000 yoW1gsters between the age s of 14 and 19 

i n the labour force o Only 44 , 000 of these were i n j obs : 85 7 000 were 

unempl oyedo That means that nearly 66% of teen- age workers were 

unempl oyerl i n 19790 I am sure that it is much worse todayo The last 

avai l able figures on Apprenticeshi p contracts show t hat there were 

254 registered apprentices in 19770 So apprenti ceshi p wi l l help 7 but 

the help is small and l imi ted and only touches the surface of the 

problem of youth unemployment o It seems to me that whatever the 

pri vate sector does to ease youth unemployment , a very l arge measure 

of responsi bi lity must ultimately fall on the government itsel f o 

Most of the id•le youngsters are without any skill of any kin d; worse 

sti ll , many of them , po s s i bly a majority do not have enough schooling 

and enough stabi l i ty in their home backgrounds to be able to fit i nto 

the workforce without some prior preparati on o You t h campw l i ke Cobla 

and Chestervale were , i n a sensei r ecogniti on of the need for this 

pri or preparati on o The Nati onal Youth Servi ce , i n i ts ori gi nal c oncept 
prior 

was anothef such r ecognitiono An d the need for this ki nd of/preparation 

i s greater today than at any earlier t i me o And the ol d models of 

Cobl a and Che stervale ar e reminder s that properly planned and properly 

managed such camps can be economicall y producti~e to a po i nt of near 
number 

self- sufficiencyo The catch i s that tka~ the next h i ghest/of unempl oy 

ed i s i n the age-group 20- 24 with an unempl oyment rate of nearly 

47% i n October 1979 0 Youth unemploymen t seems to flow i nto young 

adult unemployment o And I am 

~~ just leave i t l to the private 

not sure 
o-{ 't'1 

sec tort_ 

the government would be wi se to 
~I t-"~L \ ~ l "'"'?l"r~ ~ 

Goodnight - -1 
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1) Internati onal Economic Scene 
2) Labour i n an Economi c Crisis 
3 ) The Right to Know : A Matter of Var i ety 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Fr i day 
February 20 1 1981 9 6al0pom 

Good evening : American President Ronald Reagan this week sumrni tted 

to a join t sessi on of the Ameri can 
~s~ ~ 
Lgovernment spending and tax -C-\.1..w--4,t~~~o 

Conservati ve govermment i n Bri tain 

Congress his proposals for massi ve 

Mr s o Margaret Thatcher ' s 

this week backed away f r om 

proposal s to shutdown une conomi c coal-mines i n the face of a t hreaten~ 

-ed m.nucrnati onal mi ners ' str i ke o The West German and Swi ss gover n­

ments this week raised the i r i nter~ t r ates and took other steps to 

protect the i r currencies against an expec t ed f i ght of capi tala I n 

shor t , almost every major economy i n the West , seems to be geari ng 

i tself for stormy times aheado Even Japan, that hon arary Wester n 

e con omic giant~, i s braci ng i tse l f f or prote c t i onis t x~±± pressures 

and acti ons from its beleaguered Westerb tradi ng partnerso And the 

path J),'Ir o Ron ald Reagan has unvei l ed to the .American pe opl e as the 

road to their economic salvati on i s one a l ong which Mr s 0 Thatcher 

has led the British people these eighteen months and more o And i n 

Bri tai n at least things are still continu i ng to get worwe rather 

than better o On the other side of the ~reat ~oliti cal Div i de t he 

Un i on of Sovi et Soci alist Republi cs still appears unabl e to grow all 

the grain i ts peopl e and cat tle need o Produc t i v i ty i n all the Eastern 

Bloc countr ies i s e ither stagnati ng or decli n i ngo Rumania ' s Presi dent 

just yesterday confesse d that hi s c ountr y paid too much at tention to 

quick industr i ali sati on and not enough to agricul ture with t he resul t 

t hat they were now up a blind economi c alley o Po~an d i s , for a l l 

prac ti c a l purposes a beggar-client of internati onal Wes t ern bankers
0 
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In the West unionised worker s feel their living standards threa.tened 

as economies contract and lay-offs and redundancies spread , and the 

belfigeran ce of the British coal-miners even after their government'£ 

back- down i s symptomatic of a spreading moodo In the UoSo the AFL6 

CIO leadership has denoun ced the Reagan proposals as anti-labour 
as bolll'ld 

and/HKXXpuIH to hurt the workers and the poor generally o On the 

other s i de of the divide how the worker s fee l i s suppressed or 

caontained by official unions which are part of the governmen to Where 

this has broken down , as i n Polan d 9 the bi tter anger and discontent 

of the workers is shown as raw and seethi ng o Is this how the workers 
i tself 

in Hunggry and Czechoslovakia and East Ger many and the Soviet Un ion/ 

r eally feel? For how long cen the communi st leaders contain thi s? 

And 9 on the other side of the Divide 9 how long can the capitalist 

leader persuade their workers to accept the lay-off s 9 redundancies 

and apparently endless i nflation? On the evidence there i s little 
economic 

to encourage the giew t hat the capi tali st/system as represented by 

the policies of Mrso Thatcher and the pDopalals of Mr o Reagan 9 on 

the one hand , and the communist eyonomic system as represen te d by 

the policies of Mr o Brehze~ and the Polish and other communist leader 

on the otheV9 are capable of solving the presant world economic 

crisis to the sati sfaction of a majority of their peopleo It is a l way 
minoritiea 

easier to sati fy the intere s ts of/uucx1: than of majori t ies 9 which i s 

what both e conomi c and politi cal elitism is all abouto The c ~;ch i s 
majori tiea 

that i n the twilight years of the 20th cen tury/maj111:xti1u1 are no longe: 

passi ve or submissive: and there' s the explosive rub o And f inall y 9 

I hope the workers at the Daily News succeed in buying out that pape: 

and keepi ng it alive. The right to know implies having acce ss to as 

wi de and var i ed a range of free - flowi ng 

Freedom of expre'sion, which is enshrine d 
a fre e 9 unfettered and diverse press aN 

I 

in format i on as possi ble 0 

in.,._ ~ .9..o~ t ~ tu t io~ Lrequir&i 
rad~oodn i ght 
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1) Shake-up at JOS 
2) Lay- offs , Redundancies & Overti me 

. ;.1" J --1'hc R .tg.lvt ;, ,:, Kr I • . Q a 6 • b 1 e ~ I = y !£ .flS uy 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
February l8p 1981, 6 ol0p omo 

Good even i ng : Reports of the latest shake- up and the i mpending 

upheaval~ at the Jamaica Omnibus Servi ces Li mited come as no 

surprise o What we must hope for i s that aft er thi s latest shake-up 
the j ob of givi ng 

is over the J OS will settle down to/g±xa its customers a better 

servi ce and managi ng _its own i n t ernal bu s i ness a deal more prudently 

t han it has since it was taken over by the gove~nment of Jamai ca 

bac k i n 1974. The one thing whi ch has , up t o ·now 9 r emai ned constant 

under both pr i vat e and public ownershi p was and i s the general 

a t t i tude on the part of the company and its workers wax t o t he 

customers who pay for the service they r ece i ve o It has on t he who l e 

been an i ndi fferent service at best with little r egar d for the 

conven i en c e , let alone the comfort , of those who bought the ser vi ce o 

~ remember being told by one of t he last managers when the company 

was i n private hands, as well as one of the l a t er manager s when the 

c ompany was publicl y owned 9 t hat it was the customers who were 

real ly at fault : they damaged t he vehicles and were not able to 

4ppreciate the kind of servi ce that was common on English buses , f or 
Bri t i sh 

instance o It was on a par with the/tale that if you provi de workin 

c lass people with hom e s with bathrooms they would use the baths to 

store coalo Indeed , some di d so i n the early days of the Briti sh 

welfare state and local govt hous i ngo But it did not take long for 

the children of tho s e workers to put tho se bathrooms to their proper 

wae and change the ways of their parents o I suggest t hat one way 
to 

to create customer appreciati on and careful usage is/try provi rling 

a courteous , clean and punctual service , for a change : it may take 
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a little time but it may just do the trick where other forms of[ p-.--:P-o 

have noto In any case , the JOS must not continue as though itp is 
t here pri marily serve 
JUti.mxxyx~.am:~KDl to/JDx.anr:±«11: t he ne e di3 and i n ter st of i cr;s worker s 

with t1?-e s;ustomers being seen and treated as a sort of nece sary 

nuisenceo So, in addition to the phys i cal and financial restructur­

ing , ther e must be a restructur ing of atti tudes and approach to the 

customer and to the selling of its serviceo The questi on of what 

happens to the laid- off worker s i s a societal one on which it i s 

hi gh t i me for the unions to initt:tate some s eri, ous and responsible 

discussiono Up to now the union s have largely behaved as though 

their responsibilities end a fter they have resisted all su ch l ay- offs 

down to the wi re , and then , havi ng failed to stop them 9 got the best 

settleme ts pos s i ble o This, I suggest , i s one reason why they have 
such ideas as 

not looked s eri ously , as a group , at/smggRK.t±mrx that all overti me 
the k ind 

be bann ed until the unemployment situati on i mproves, and at/.smgg11:.s.t~ 

imr.s of job-sharing where two workers spli t a f i ve- day week 9 each 

worki ng thre e days on e week and two the othero What the society 

cannot go on allowin g i s the situation where a man signs-in and does 

nothing · for· eight hours be cause he has no bus to dri ve and then 

co l lec ts his pay o }.n d the workers, and their uni ons , as part of the 

socie·ty, have some responsibiliti es here too o Up to now they have 

tended to dodge those responsibili t ies and blamed it all on managemeni 

Thi s cannot go on o Bu t as Mr o Hugh Shearer war ned before t he elec t i on!. 

the workers and the i r· unions are not prepared to a ccept a situation 

i n which they alone must make all the sacrific es o So where do we go 
the other day 

from he r e? Pr i me Minister Seaga i n his address to Parliament/call ed 

for the repre sntati ves of the workers and the employers to s i t down 

wi th the government to discuss these matters o It seems like hi gh 
t i me for jus~ such a meetin g to take pl ace now 0 Goodnight 
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l) The Hi-Lo Lay-offs 
2) Manley & the :Future of the PNP 
3) The International Scebe 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadc~st on Monday 
February 16 , 1981 9 6 . lOp om 

Good evening : The closing down of two of the oldest ~upermarkets 

in the Corporate Area and the -l ayi ng off ·of some one hundred of 

their workers is a sobering reminder , if any such were needed , that 

the way ahead is go i ng to be rough and tough and tricky for a long 

time to come 0 Like hundreds and thousands of other peopl e over the 

years I shoppe d at these two supermarkets and got to know some of 
older 

their workers very well; I knew some of the/people in the two meat 

departments particlarly well and the lay- offs are likely to be 

roughest on them o A man of fifty ~r thereabouts wi th responsib~li tie : 

which may i nclude mortgage and i nsuran ce payments as we l l as seeing 

two or three children through secondary s chool . i s going to have a 

hard time staying home and wai ting i n ~opes of being called back to 

the job at some unspecifi ed time in the future o On the other hand , 

if he werle to opt for the lump sum of money he would get with · 

redundan cy 9 he may not be able to find another job i n the presB~t 

~our employment climate o Either way 9 Ma~a jook him o And thi s appeari 

to be a pattern we may have to live wi th for as long as it takes to 

get the new economi c direction i n place and movingo The hard questiot 

is; What ·happens to the vast and sti ll growing army of the unemployed 

in the meantime? What are the unions do i ng about the problem? Do 

they gi ve up on members who have lost their jobs and cannot find new 

ones? Or do they sustai n them? And for how long? I remind our unions 

once more of that proposal of Mr . Shearer ' s that workers who have 

pai d social security or national i nsurance shoul d 9 on becomi ng 

unemployed , receive unemployment benefit for a specifi ed peri od 0 
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When Mr 0 Shearer first made this proposal I do not remember noting 

ariy kind of response from the unionso ith so many of their members 

being laid-off or made redundant 9 are they still not intere s ted in 

this Shearer proposal? I h6pe not; I hope they will press for ito 

And now that Mr o Shearer ' s party forms the government of the day, 

and he is a very senior Minister in that government 9 will he press 

his proposal on his Ministerial colleagues in the Cabinet? And will 

the other former trade unionists who are now Ministers i n that 

Cabinet support him? I hope so . If the unemployed who want to work 

get the sense of a soci,e.ety caring about their predi cament they may 

be patient and wait: if the sense is of i ndifference the reacti on 

could be socially explosiveo Next , and not totally unrelated is the 

news that the opposition People's National Party has not fallen 

apart , after allo Mro Manley 9 it seems 9 remains President and 

Party leader; and Mro Anthony Spaulding has reportedly withdrawn his 

resignationo We must now hope that the opposition party will quickly 

come to grips with its other i nternal psychological and directi onal 

problems . and then settle down to give the country the kind of 

opposition that a multi-party parliamentary democracy de serves and 

must have to surviveo :ICl:m I t woul~ of course be i ntersting to know 

what the party has learnt from its massive defeat; but there are far 
and more 

too many other/important issues facing the nation for that to be the 
sole 
~xmaa~ preoccupation of the PNP more than three months after the 

still 
electionso There is, for in $tan ce , /gro.....-wing unemployment and , with 

Orwellian 
1984 still three years away , there is the fancy new/double- talk and 

. d ~ ~ ~ li:-J. ~ 
double-think kon victimi sation . So will the opposition please come out 

and do what it is supposed t oo Ana finally and very briefly , there 
was that terrible tribal bloodletting in Zimbabwe h. h • w ic raises the 
question whether Mr . Jos~ua Nkomo still controls his supporters o If k 
does not there is no basis for a 'coalition ' 0 Goodnight

0 
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The Political Purge at the J . B. Co 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro4dcast on Fri day 
February 13 , 1981, 6 ol0p . m 

Good evening: This week ' s wholesale firing of journalists makes 

a~ what is going on at the JBC a strai ghtforward political purge 

of the kind normally associated with power shifts i n communist 

regimes o When a communist leader or a communist faction is defeated 

all those who were associated with that leader or that faction are 
usually 

/purged and replaced by new people who are loyal to the new controlle~; 

of power o In democracies , on the other hand 9 the shift in politi cal 

power usually results in shifts at the top , at the level of boards 

of directors and 9 less automaticall y , at the level of top,e managementc. 

The new boards then set policy gui deli nes and the managements , new 

or old , then set a.bout seeing that these new policies are carr i ed 

outo And the workers at the l ower level s are left alone and given 

a chance to either carry out the new poli cy di recti oI12 or else to 

qui t o It is only if they do neither that they are fired o So the 

whol esale political purge is not the normal thing for parliamentary 

democracies: but of course it happens , and it is happenihg hereo 

Now , I do not think · anybody seriously doubted that the JLP would 
some 

settle old scores with the JBC -0nce it got i nto power o For/mam:~ of 

us the real question was how this settli ng of scores would be done o 

And 9 mo s t important of all, could it and would it be done in a way 

that did least damage and harm to the ins ti tu tion known as the 

Jamaica Broadcasti ng Corporation? Or would it end up be i ng as 
to 

deb i l i tating/a£ the JBC as was that earlier upheaval of 1964 when 

the fir i ng of two news reporters led to a strike which lasted for 

97 days? 
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One very big difference between 1964 and 1981 was in f act the 
two periodso In the 

political role played by the JBC in the/axa«x±mrx«atm~&Xgll[ 1964 
straight 

period you did not have the/ki:xx.orx political partisanship which 

manifested itself duriruthe 1980 election campaigno For another, 
·~ 

there was no strong ~8~ journalistic preaanee at the JBC in 

19640 The result is that many people who might otherwise be very 

upset at the political purge now taking place tend to see and accept 

it as an unpleasant neceesi ty o It is part and parcel of the general 

disillusionip.mnt with the political left which led to that massive 

defeat last Octobero So I, for one, am not sure that we will see 
same 

the/kind of popular support that was shown for the JBC workers in 

19640 But the problem of the JBC itself remainso Political purges 

beget political purgeso So five or seven or nine years down the 

line if there is a change of government, if there is a swing in the 

political pendulum, the new people in power will try to undo this 

political purge by carrying out axaxMx their own political pur~e ~ 

And once t rapped into this cycle of purges every time there is a 

change of government there is no hope of the JBC ever becoming the 

national instrument that Borman Man ley wanted it to beo So where do 
brand 

we go from here? What/kbtx of journalists will want to work for a 

public medium which must forever be adjusting its perspective t o the 

interests of the party in power? And how do we break out of this 

cycle? I am not sure myself that just setting u.p a Broadcasting 

Commission will do ito I think that so long as the JBC Law requires 

a Minister of Governmen t to appoint the Board and to give policy 

directives we will remain trapped in this cycle of purges with every 

change of governmento The hard question is: How to really free up 
genuinely 

the JBC so that it can flourish as a/free and independent Jamaican 

medium which earns its way and serves the nation ~ Goodnight 
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The First Hundred Days 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broa.dcas t on Wa-dne sday 
February 11~ 1981, 6 ol0pom 

Good evening : In its first hundred days in office t he new government 

of Jamaica has succeeded in mobilising and l ining-up enough foreign 

exchange loan money to close the fore i gn exchange Budget gaJ of 

U.S . $752- million . And that 9 by any measure you like to use 9 i s an 

impressive performan ceo Indeed 1 the new administration has been 

able to do in one hundred days what t he pEevious administration 

had been unable to do i n the seven months between March and bctober 

of last year - between the t i me of the break with the IMF and the 

holding of the October election s - which was to raise enough foreign 
country ' s 

loans to cover the/foreign exchange budget needso Iron i cally , the 

previous admini strati on was not even able to command this ki nd of 

foreign loan money when i t was under the IMF regime and even before 

it had failed the IMF tests o And a key reason for this was of course 

ideologi calo The c apitalist lending agencies did not l i ke the 
. · they showed 

politi cal postu~e of the previous adminis trati on and/±ixxkM their 

dislike of that political posture by be i ng exceedingly tough and 
::,:,,,. . 

tightfi~ sted : they were unprepared to help make a system which they 

saw as hostile to their own in t erests suceeed and look good o On the 
. the capitalist lendi ng agencies 

other hand ,/ikR~ do have a very strong vested interest in he l ping 

the pre sent admi nistration to succeedprecisely because the political 

posture of the new administration is more to their liking. So it i s 

a l ittle dis ingenuous for anybody to suggest that i deology played 

no part i n the failure of the previous regime to mobili se adequate 

foreign exchange , and the stri~in g suc cess of the new regime to do 

so o But to say thi s is not to detract i n any way from the i mpressive 
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performance of mobilising this kin d of foreign exchange funding in 
It i s siwply to set it in political-ideological contexto 

this very short timeo/The Prime Minister deserves full cr edit for 

his obviously careful master-minding of ito But mobilising the 

money is , of course 9 only one ax~a«x, albeit t he most importan t 9 

aspect of the problemo The other a s pect is how producti vely the 
- KX~M~k more 

money is used to earn/m~XI foreign than we now do o Obviously, if 

we were earning enough foreign exchange from our min ing, our a~i­

cultural exports , our tourism , our manufacturing and the like to 

pay for the t hings we need to import, then we would not be in our 

present bindo It is because we do not earn enough of the foreign 
most if not all of 

exchange to pay for/our imports that we are in this mess o And no 

amount of borrowing 9 no matter how skilfully managed and no matter 

how concessionary the terms, will get u s out of this mess - unless 
foreign 

we use the/money we borrow to enlarge our foreign exchange earningso 

This is the next and the mo s t challenging stage once the money has 

been mobilised and put in placeo If the second hundred days of this 
~ 

regime could see it coming to grips as effeftively with this challeng< 

ct""'~ as it did with the challenge of its first hundred ye a~8 then there 

would be grounds for sober and reatistic optimism about our economic 

prospectso But there will be s ome price to pay ; you do not work your 
kind of 

way out of this/mess without paying s ome price o We mus t wait to see 

what the price tag iso And the single most depressing and angry­

making aspect of the entire Seaga speech was , for me at least 9 that 

catalogue of losses sustained by the government-owned utilities and 

enterpriseso Listening to that recital of the list of losses running 

into hundreds of million s of taxpayers dollars wa s just about the ,~ 

telling criticism possible of the whole concept of public ownershipo 

Unless public ownership 9 except in very special soci al s ervice 
circumstances, can be made as xxa~XK responsive to the need for 

v i ability a s any oth er business , it becomes) anotherbur.nen an htaxpayer 9 
. • le lxOOan1g .t 

~V>" 
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1 ) Arthur Lewis mn the World Economy 
2) The Non-Aligned ' Split' 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadca~t on Monday 
February 9 , 1981, 6alOp.m 

that 
Good eveni ng: Sir Arthur Lewis's warning to poor nations/their 

expectati ons of the United States making large transfer.s{_of money 

to · developing countries is doom~ to failure comes at a most 
people of 

appropriate time ~ Many/developing countries in the Engl ish-speaking 

Caribbean seem to have high expectations that there will be such a 

massive flow of dollars from Washington into the region , provided 

the region show• itself to be staunchly pro-Americano Of course , 

Sir Arthur Lewis was not just talking about the Caribbean region; 

he was talking about developing countries throughout the wor ldo And 

he did make the point that some develpping countries are likely to 

be treated more favourably than other s o He mentioned allies of the 

United States and partners in the Lome Agreement ; but he warned 

that any l argescale multilateral programme was most unlikelyo So 

there will be no largescale dollar tran s fers on a sort of global 

basiso For one thing , the United States does not have any sense of 

historical obligation to former European colonie s o This is .the same 

position that the Russians takeo They did not have the colonies; 

they did not exploit their natural resources; · they owe them nothingo 
•\ 

But there will be selective self-i nterested he lpo If it suits America1 

interests here , or anywhere else i n the world , they will use their 

money to further those American interestso This is in fact what 

both the Americans and t he Russians and their respective groups of 

allies are do ingo And those developing countries which are not of 

strategic or poli tica.l or economic impor tance to one or other of the 

superpowers and their allies are 11.· kely 
to have a very lean time of 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

it 0 And those developing countries which may be strategically 

important to the one side or the other but which are politically 

'out of l i ne ' will also have a very lean t i me of it when aid and 

investment funds are witheldo We ha~e had experience of this here 

in J·amaica under the previous administration : we were too left for 

the Americans and not left enough for the Russians so we did not 
from either 

get/the large foreign inflows we needed o With our new posture the 

Americans will come to the rescueo But the American economy is i tself 
now 

in depression/and as Sir Arthur Lewis put it: "When the United State s 

was booming the rest of the world booms , and the developing countries 

are prosperous, and when the United States was depressed all other 

coun tries felt the pinch" o UoS . economists predict a sharp increase 
the UoS o itse l f o f 

in/the cost of basic necessities - food 9 fuel 1 housing 9 transport -
own mu ch 

in 19810 If this happens our/inflation will get/worse ; the basic 

food we buy from the United States will cost vastly morea The pinch 

will be heavy on t .he poor~ espe c i. al Yo So we must try to be more 

self- sufficient i n food and brace ourselves against the cold wind 

that blows from a dep~ised Americao The one hope ~~bur Lewis offers 

is that t he cycle of depre s sionp followed by prosperity will hold 

and that the depression of the 1970s will be f ollowed by more 

prosperous times from about 1883 onwards. But what i f , lik e so mu ch 

else, this cycle is als o busted? Anyway , the thing is for us to s t o1 

looking for anybody from outside to come an d solve Jamaica'~ problem~ 

It is up to us an d no one else will do it for uso And final l y and 

briefly 9 the confe r ence of Foreign Ministers of the Non-Ali gned Move-
- Yl'l e/41.r 
Lopened in New Delhi t odayo And as at every such conference since t he 

<Jq c~ ~~O-if t1-~ 
birth of t he Movement , the news we get i s of spl~ts i n the movement ,L 

of its callapsej of it deathQ I can recall no s ingle conference that 

had a ' good' press f r om t h e We s tern media in particulara ~But somehow 
t h e Movemen t has survived the -apparen t dE;athwish O Goodnight 0 
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1) Reagan on the U.S. Economy 
2) Unemployment, Inflation & Unions 
J _)- iia2 soa klmpssss:: fi 1:;i da, ,;;, a:;; 8'!' ?rta-l:cao fi 

NEWS COMME!'fTARY 
For broadc·ast on Friday 
February 6, 1981, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: Mro Ronald Reagan yesterday made his first broadcast 

to the .American people since becoming President; and it sent shock 

rippl€s through the American nationo The President t dJ the American 

people that the~r ·country faces an economic calamity of enormous 

proportions; that not since the Great Depression of the 1920s and 

30s has the American economy been in such bad shapeo And Mr. Reagan 

blamed it all on Big Government which 9 over the ~ears 9 had spent 

more and more taxpayers' money 9 imposed more and more regulations, 

and buii t an ever burgeoning i5iill'H-8.ra.cy which stifled enterprise 

and initiative" And the way out of this economic mess, Mr. Reagan 

said, was to cut government spending and to allow the American people 

to themselves turn the economy around., Jusi; how this is to be done 

Mr .. Reagan did not spell out in detail 9 but he will do so later this 

month when he adrleesses both Houses of the American Congresso The 

one specific thing he mentioned yesterday was his determination to 

cut income tax by 10% a year over the next three yea.rs; and of 

course that there will cuts in spending in everyf ne of the Government 

Departments.. Earlier, when he welcomed the former hostages from 

Iran the President had said that he had ordered a freeze on all new 
Washington 

government hiring; but muckiaking/columnist Jack Anderson has already 

made public how a. few fired bureaucrats have already found their 

way back into new and in some cases higher paying government jobs 

in spite of the Reagan hiring freeze .. Also, in spite of the announci 

cuts to be made in government spending, the President has asked the 
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.American Congress to raise the National Debt ceili ng by an addition­

al $50 9 000-milliono And the Budget deficit for the new fiscal year 

is expected to go way above the figure left by the Carter Administrat~ 

ion and to climb to somewhere in the region of $80 9 000-million. 

And this kind of deficit budgeting and the raising of the National 

Debt ceiling suggests that Mr o Reagan's economic planners expect 

things to get worse before t hey get better: it suggests that in 

spite of the talk about spending cuts there will be increased 

government spending as a kind of social shock-absorber in the short 

runo Thus, if unemployment i n t he UoSo continues to grow - and there 

i s talk i n some UoSd circles of unemployment hitting a 10% mark 

before there is any turn-around - then government spen ding on social 
work relief progrrunmes 

welfare/±~xEmlUCmx±mxgmxm~ is bound to go upo Some form of work 

relief programming may in fact be implicit in Mr o Reagan's remarks 

about tackling inflation and unemployment simultaneously o If that i s 

the case it woul d be a dramatic departure from the Thatcher approach 

in Britain which se em s to see massive unemployment as a necessary 

evil in fighting i nflationo And t a l king of unemployment it mi ght be 

useful to note for the record that American trade unions at present 

represent~ no more than 22% of the entire U. S. work force, and 

nobody in the U.S. has used this fact to either belittle their 

importance or cast doubt on the ir speaking for the American worfer s 0 

So let us not question the lagitimacy of the Jamaican trade union 

movement on this score: our political parties have even smaller 

membership bases and we do not question their legitimacjo But back to 

the Reagan message on t he American economy which i s obvious ly going 

to have an important beari ng on how Jamaic~ fares economicallyo If 
. ~°"" t hings are as toug~ as Mr ~ R~agan made oJ t \;hen .AMerican mn~estors 

and lenders are going to in sis t on full value for every s i ngle dollar 
they spend here : and deliveri_ng · t is no going to be easy 0 Goodn igllt 
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Local Government Elections 9 1981 

NEWS COMM EN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
February 4, 1981, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: So Jamaica is to have another round of elections 

Local Government· elections this time - just o_yer three weeks from 

now and just about four months after the October 1980 General 

Electionso Why so soon? Why the apparent rush after the nastiness 

of the laet elections? The answers 9 I think 9 are to be found i n 

very careful political considerations and very deliberate political 
popular 

decisi6nso The present government is at the very peak of its/power 

right now: it has just won the most popular mandate in the electoral 

history of Jamaica; ahead of it are some tough and ab.rd problems 

which may require tough and hard decision so Inevitably, the making 
· is 
of those hard decisions/ax.: bound to upset or disenchant or alienate 

some section or other of the Jamaican elec~DBtaeo .Abd when that 

starts happening :i:li.s. the broad pppular base will start to diminisho 
~ and they must be held som&tim 

So if' you are going to call local government elections/it is better 

to ca:D. them now, at the peak of your popularity.. You have a greater 

chance now of repeating the almost clean sweep you achieved :m: last 

Oc tober than you are likely to have xa:%11:x a year or two years down 

the road from nowo That, I su~gest, is the political consideration 

at its most elementary levelo The opposition PNP i s still in control 

of the local government structure whffich it won so sweepingly back 

in 19770 Now i s the best time and the best chance for the JLP to 

win that control from the PNPo And the his tory and tr dition of 

the Jamaican electoral system is on the side of the JLP succeeding 

in thiso In the past the party which won a national general election 

invariably t hen went on to capture con trol of a majority of the 
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local government authoritieso In 1977 9 following on its 1976 

General Election landslide victory, the PNP captured every single 

local gov:ernment _authori tyo It is this hold that the JLP wants to 

change on March 2ndo Will it do so? That is the question that only 

the Jamaican people can an d will answer on March 2ndo Much will 

depend on the modd of the Jamaican voters this time around 9 especial 

the mood of certain groups of voters who formed a broad coalition 

to help sweep out the PNP government last Octobero For instancei 

will the latge numbers of tra4itional PNP supporters who voted 

against their party in October do so again in March? Or will they 9 

$1ti,~ 
or some of them, return to the fold? Will the unemployedLwho also 

deserted the PNP in large numbers in October do so again next month? 

And what of organised labour which played such an important part in 

the defeat of the PNP in October? Organi sed labour was, in the 

main I think, motivated by fear of the loud-mouthed radical rhetoric 

of the left both inside and outside the PNP into voting against the 

PNP; and the shock realisation that trade uniorl, in Poland were 

struggling for what we took for granted he~e clinche d matterso Now 

the perc~ived threat of the left 9 real or imagined, is no logger a 

factor; it has been overcomeo - The fear in organised labour circles 

now is that the economy and control of the economy is being handed 
inve stors ' 

over into the private/hands, and that organised labour may be in for 

a fight if it is to hold on to the gain s won for it by the trade 

union movement in struggles over these past forty-odd yearso The 

hard question is: WilJ. an organised labour movement that is in this 
, in this worrief frame of mind, 

mood/vote in March of 1981, as it voted in October of 1980? There i s 

already talk in organised labour circles of this government with its 

massive madate being too powerfulo 'These are just a few of the mainl 
politi cal con sideration s to the upcoming locil government elections

0 

Behind these are the economic ones which lie aheado Goodnight 
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The Reagan Hardline & Southern Africa 

NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
February2 , ·1981 , 6ol0pom 

Good even i ng: This pa t week nd 1 s r aid i nto Mozambique by elements 

of the white racist South African a.rmy 9 has .now been followed by 

an official stateny1 t out of Pretori a justifyi ng the attack and 

promising more such rai ds i nto all or any of the African frontl ine 

sta t es unless they sign non -ag~.eea::ilmon pacts with South Africao 
African 

And in any such non-aggres s ion pacts the/fron tline states would 

be expected to agree to a clause which would forb i d them givi ng any 
racis t 

k i nd of san c tuar y or assistance to what the/wk:i:.t.H: Sou th African 

regime describes as the •terrorists ' of t he banned African Nati onal 

Congress o In other words , the frontl i ne states would be expected 

to expel)'. all Sou th African freedom fighters from their soil and to 

stop giving them any ki nd of aid: if they don ' t agree to this then 
· murderous 

the racist regi me promi ses to continue the type of/across- the-border 

raids with which they hit Mozambi que last Fridayo And , the South 

Africans say, they are adopting this new posture as their con tri bu ti< 
s how of 

and/support ' for t he West's tough new stand against terrorism' 

~nitia.t e d by the new Reagan Administrati on in Washington . And so 9 

willy- nill y , the racist South African regi~e has assigged to itself 
a Southern African reality t o 

t he task of giving/xDEliXJIJ: £.e.xf&xx2&xlikR.XKxll:fxi£.ax&:f the new hardli ne 

Reagan foreign policy v Freedom f i ghters against whi te rac i sm are 

branded ' terrorists ' and so they become fa.t r game to be ' h i t ' where­

ever they are and to hang with the ol d- styl e di pl omati c ni<ie i t i es 

of respecting the territorial integri ty of any neighbouring country 0 

How are the frontl ine state s likely to react to thi s? They are clearl~ 
not just going to r oll over and sign non- aggressi on pacts with the 
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racist regime and then expel all the South African refugees and 

freedom fighters in their midsto Certainly, Mozambique will not 

do so; and Zimbabwe will no t do so; and Tanzania will not do so; 

and Angola will not do soo And even though Botswana is particula.rly 

vulnerable physically, and Zambia is economically and psychologically 

under very great South African as well as American pres sure, i t is 

most unlikely that they will sign any such non-aggression pactso 

What all of these countries - certainly the first four - are much 

more likely to do is to accelerate their military preparations for 
armed 

ultimate/axm conflict with South Africao And they will 9 as the 

South Africans very we ll know 9 receive the backing of the Organisati9: 

of African Unit~fto For the struggle against racism in Southern Africa 

i s the one issue on which there are no differences in the OAUo 

Where will the United States stand in all this? If the South African 

racists, in the name of supporting the West's tough new stand against 

terrorism, provoked armed clashes with its black independent neigh­

bours, will the Reagan Administration side with the white racists? 

Will it arm them further? Or will it support the black states in 

hopJI of keeping out the Russians and t heir allies? And what are the 

Soviets and their allies likely to do while all this is brewing? The 

very fact that the Africans may not» at this moment )be able to take 

on the military might of the racist regime all by themselves could 
white r~'~ shifting power 

tempt the/South Africans to l try and re-order the/political balance 

by military forceo If they do it will not long remain a local waro 

There is, in geopolitical terms 9 too much at stake for thato There 
~ 

isLmuch talk a.bout the vietnamisation of Central .America;i, and that 

may yet come to passo 

of Southern Africa is 
F,iday ' s raid fol l owed 

J. 

Q.. 

Ho,:rer, my own view is that the vietnamisa.tion 

a. far greater likelihood , especiall ft 1 
b th t · Y a er as t y e arrogan r acist deman ds 9 Goodnight 
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The Seaga Vi ~ t to Washington & 
The Two Fac"J,efs of Jamaican Foreign Policy 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
January 30t 1981, 6ol0pom 

Good evening : Prime Minister Seaga's official visit to Washington 

was , by all neww accounts, a very successful oneo In international 

affairs symbolic gestures - who is invited fir at, who is placed 

where 9 who is spoken to first at a reception and for how long - a.Ee 

often seen by the world's political community as very important 
prefernces and 

signals of a government ' s/intentionso And when any such si~al is 

made by one of the world's two superpowers then the rest of the 

world pays very close attentiono I suspect that foreign ministries 
now or interpretation 

all over the world are right/xigk~ reading this or that meaning,( 

this or that political implication, into the Prime Minister of 

little Jamaica being the very first head of government to officially 
~ meet the new inaugurated President of the United Stateso Incidentally 

Mro Seaga is our head-of-government, not our head-of-state; Mro 

Glasspole is our head-of- stateo The confusion on this point among 

American jourmalists is understandable : their President is both 

head-of-state and head-of-governmento There should be no such 
~ 

confusion among Jamaican journalistso Anyway'i we should not under-rat, 

the poli t$cal impor tanc e of Mr o Seaga being P:resi den t Reagan's very 
l 

first official visitoro I suspect that that unofficial pre-inaugurati 

meeting with~ the Mexican President was the Reagan way of ensuring 

that that important southern neighbour does not feel in any way 

slighted by Jamaica's Prime Minister being the first visitoro It is 

all delicate high-stakes politics with everybo dy persuing their own 

self-interestso Jamaica's self-interest i s American _economic support 

and the hope and p«~Sctation\ of massive inflows r stment. Thi s 
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was the premise on which last October's election was wono So the 

new Jamaican government must deliver in economic terms and the new 

American government must help it to do soo If the Americans can be 

made to see the help they are asked to give in terms of protecting 
political 

their own/xig±llllax and economic self-interet in the region, that 

help is likely to flow more freelyo But there is a political price 

tag which has come through by some Americans - not only journalists 

but influential business and administration types as well - referring 

to Jamaica's Prime Minister as 'our' man in the Caribbeano In an 

interview Mro Seaga firmly repudiated the notion that he was anybodylil 

man 9 but he also recognised the importance of Jamaica itself giving 

the lie to that notion by the way in which it goes about its business 

with the international communi tyo And that, I suspect 9 is not always 
two superpower, 

going to be an easy matter 9 especially if the/w~xxx returnp to Cold 
possible 

War politicso I give you one/scenario within the Caribbean Basino 

Nei thl Mexico nor Panama - nor Venezuela for that matter - would 
or tolerate 

approve of/any sort of UaS. intervention in Cuba, not because they 

approve of the regime but because they are committed to non-inter­

vention as a matter of principle, and to regional rajhet than metro-
regional wan ts 

politan solutions to/problemso If that faction in the UoSa which /to 

see us as a kind of American surrogate in the Caribbean had its way 

we may find ourselves under some very heavy pressure from both the 

Americans and power groups within t he regiono This is one of the 

difficulties with being both taligned' and 'non-aligned'o Mro Shearer 

earlier this month spelled out our non-aligned position and principl~ 
Q.. 

to an ACP meEiting in Brusselso I suspect that a majority of the peopli 
at t he very least, 

a t t hat meeting, would/kaIIX:aii:-tfi:«mx:t~ be most curious about how we 
~ ;1it~"' ~~ 6-\ 

recon~il~ ~ e two facets of o~ foreign policyo But if it succeeds 
in bringing home the bacon ~ Jamaicanc, f'c ~le will be satisfiedo 
People only 1iX8.TI~ cj.:rcus~s tn fu).l_ bellies 0 Goodnight 

;"\ \ <2....- L ..... -\. ,:::......:..,\"' , ~ ·to e{.~ , 
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1) New Storm Over JBC 
2) A Blurring of Priorities 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
Fov broadcast on Wednesday 
January 28, . 1981, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: The bitter storm now brewing over the Jamaica 

Broadcasting Corporation can be of no surprise to any8ody who was 

in Jamaica during last yea:r' s nasty and savage election campaigno 

After what had gone on in that campaign there was no.way in which 

a JLP electoral victory could result in anything else but the 

massive upheaval at the JBC that we now see in motiono And however 

this upheaval i s finally reduced to a state of relative calm, the 
a long time 

JBC is xx bound, as in 1964 qnd/af ter , to lose cons iderable ground 

and the listening and the viewing public are certain to be the poorer 
system and our political ' 

for thiso It is a sad failure of our political/community that to 

this day the JBC is still seen and used as the political instrument 

of . the party in power rather than as the national instrument of 

information, education and entertainment as originally\ onceived by 

the late great Norman Manleyo And so 9 each time there is a change 

of government there is also upheaval at the JBCo The fact of the 

communist presence at the JBC is marginal to this central point of 
mational 

what was supposed to be a/Matxrnrax electromic media house ending 
dishonest 

up as the instrument of the party in powero And it is/nonsense to 

pretend that one party did it and the other did noto The styl4s 

were different but both did ito Until this problem is resolved we 

will go on having upheavals at the JBC each time there is a change 

of governmento Please don't get me wrongo Change and upheaval are 

not the same thing and I am not arguing against change: it is up­

heaval that is ultimately negative and destruc tive and divisiveo 

In the context in which the JBC is seen and used as the instrument 
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of the party in power 9 there is bound' to be change, each time there 

is a change of governmento Eut even such changes can be brought 
a 

max• about more quietly and without upheaval if/%k« primary conside~• 

ation is to do as little harm or damage to the instrument as possibl4 

That is what the business of managing change is all abou to And it 

can be done without the morally dubious business of mounting anti­

leftist witch-huntso When communist regimes deprive those who 

oppose them of their jobs and suppress their right to dissent 9 we 
violators 

denounce them as being enemies of freedom of express i on and/of 

human rightso When we do the same thing, for whatever reason, then 

we too become enemies of freedom of expression and violators of 

" human rightso That is unless we operat~ monumental double stanards 

which turn us into monumental hypncritso Eut I also think that 
undesireabl e 

witch-hunts and witch-hunters are/UJi:xEltM for the very practical 

reason that they tend to blur the priorities of an issueo And the 

primary issue with so very many of our publicly-own corporations 

and companies is the Eli matter of economic viabili ty 9 of paying 

their way and perhaps making a profit for the public purse instead 

of always being a burden on the hard-pressed Jamaican taxpayero I 
a mix which ffincludes 

happen to believe that it is possible to provide/good public service 

broadcasting which is also economically viableo I am not saying it 

is easy: it is a hard and difficult task 9 but it can be done, given 

the willo I would have thought t hat grappling with this aspect of 

the problems of the JEC 9 would ~lmost automatically put any shifts 

and changes and cutbacks which were thought necessary 9 into a wider 9 

more constructive 
/and n on-partisan political contexto Eut I am not sure that any Board 

any 
of Directors appointed by/one of the major parties can do this in ~ 

station is seen as the 
contemtwhere the/particular instrument of the party in powero That 
is the real, though often blurred}heart of the JEC issue 0 Goodnight 
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1) Petrol Retailers' Profit Margin 
2) After the Hostages - What? 
3) Bri tish Labour's Electoral College 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
January 26 9 1981, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: The single most important piece of local weekend news 
Jamaican 

for Jamaican motorists - and perhaps/taxpayers in general - was the 

announcement at the Gasolene Retailers Association function in Ochos 

Rios that the government had already decided on an increase in the 

profit margins for petrol retai lers. Now, the thing about any 

increase the petrol station operators are given is the simple and 

unavoidable f4ct that in one way or another somebody or some gropup 

or groups of somebodies are going to have to pay for that increa.seo 

Either the Jamaican motorists will have to pay by way of new price 

~ increases on petrol and petroleum products; or the government of 

Jamaica will have to pay by way of accepting a smaller tax take from 

the sale of petrol and petroleum products; or the Jamaican taxpayers 

in general will have to pay by having the cost of the increase 

built into general taxationo However it is done 9 somebody is going 

to have to pay for that increased profit margino If the Jamaican 

motorists are called on to do the paying by way of direct higher 

prices for the petrol and petroleum products they use, then a number 

of inevitable consequences will followo If public transport, be it 

JOS or minibus, has to pay more for the fuel it uses, the fares 

charged by public transport will almost certainly have to go upo 

And all t he delivery s ervices, and all the other services which have 
content 

a transportj will most likely also go up in pricep: cooking gas,the 

prif e0 of food, building material 9 anything which has to be transporte d 
,&i .~ v.r.M. .r>~ ~ \-( 
will go up in priceo And that will of course mean a big new upward 
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' swing in the cost of livi ng for all Jamaican s 9 not only for the 

private motorist as would seem to be the case at first blusho So , 

whatever the level of increase in the profit margi n to the petrol 

stations , if the cost of that increase i s passe d on directly to 
impact 

the consumers of petroleum produc t s , the inflationary/2.f.f.11[«.t of it 

will be spread throughout the socie ty o If , on the other hand 9 the 

government were prepared to pay for the increase by accepting a 
i mmediately 

smaller t ax take , the i mpact would hardly be/noticedo The big 

question i s : c an the government of Jamaica take such a cut in its 

i ncome and still provide the goods and service s which the poor in 

t he 
in parti cular 

society , /ax~.K«±a11~ , have come to expect? Social service s are 

already at a very poor levelo Will any loss of tax revenue make them 

worse ? And i f it were decided that the increase i n profit margin 

to the pe trol station oper ~tors should be absorbed by general 

taxation how will this be done? By direc t taxat ion such as income 

tax? 6r in directly by increases on such things as cigarettes and 

beer and rum? All these are questions whi ch makes that announ ced 

increase of profit margins for petrol re tailers a matter of nation al 

concerno On the international s cene two events dominatedo First 
52 American 

there was the question : Now that the/hostages are free , should the 

U. S. government abide by an agreement which many saw as giving in 

to kidnapping and blackmail? I think the Am erican s will abide by 

t he agreement because not to do so could do them immeasurable damageo 

For one thing Algeria was a party to it and so Alergi an good faith i s 
other than diehard fr iends 

involvedo And who/would ever accept America ' s word if she went back 

on it t his time? And in London the British Labour Partyrs decision 

to give the trade unions a 40% voice in the choice of party leader , 

has provoked all sorts of talk about a leftwing takeover o The fact 
. overwh~e~i ng major i ty of membeV$ of the 
is t hat the/British t raue union movement ~ ust about as conservativ 
as any bunch of worki ng peopl e can be ., Goodnight 
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NEWS COMlVIEN.fARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
January 23, ·1981, 6o10pom 

Good evening: The JoOoS. buses are back on the roads again and the 

latest strike is over; but the probl•ms remain and will not go away 

until the company's management and its ·workers and their unions 

come together to seriously tackle these problemso And as good a 

point as any on which to begin, if they are at all serious about 

dealing with the company's problems i s this very latest strike itself( 

The workers struc~ because a Tribunal refused to make a wage award 

because the fribunal was satisfied that the company was unable to 

pay any increaseo The workers have representation on the company's 

Board of Directors so the workers should themselves have known that 

the company did not have the money; they should not have needed a 

Tribunal to tell them thiso But they struck; and they made all tge 

motions of a test of strength; and then 9 when it dawned on them 

where it might lead 9 they_ went back to worko All that inconvenience 

and discomfort to the travelling public, all the added losses sustain• 

ed by the company, had really been to no point; they had gained 

nothing from ito And it seems that they 9 the workers, did not really 

care about t l'l.e discom f ort and i n convenien ce t haJ had caused hundreds 

of thousru:ids of people between last week Friday and yesterday; and 

they di d not seem to care about t he losses caused by t he etrike;only 

the danger of losi ng their jobs s eems to have any sort of meaning -

for themo And as far as the management is concerned the dominant 

atti~ude seams to be that we, the t axpayers, mus t bail them out 

againo They want t he government 9 which means the Jamaican taxpayers 

in this instance, to pump some $50-million i n to the company over 
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the next five years, as if just pouring money into it will solve 

the company's problemso Given what seems to be the present attitude 

among both management and workers alike, I person ally am not sure 

t hat we will not just be throwing good money after bado With all the 

respect it the world it seems to me that the attitudes at the JOS 
attitudes 

are all wrong and until these/are changed the problems at the JOS 

will persisto And the single most important change that is needed 

is for workers and management to return to the PDDposition that the 
must 

company must pay its way out of its earnings and/finance its 

development and expansion out of its profitso It can be done because 

it pas been done in the pasto I give you one exampleo As far back as 

1955 the company owned 315 vehicles 9 nearly all of which were on the 

roado Today the company owns more than 500 vehicles but only 222 are 

reportedly on the roado If more than half your fleet is idle , for 

whatever reason 9 you cannot be profitableo So the company was 

profitable in 1955 and is unprofitable today because it under-uses 

its assetso In 19.55 the company had a staff of somehwre in the 

region of 600 people to manage and conduct the business of its 315 

vehicleso Toµay the staff is more than 2 , 000 even though there are 
(S>'\o..$..J 

~ e ~aw 100 less vehicles on the roadso This i s not the way to 

econ omi c viability , no ma t ter how much new money is injectedo The 
take 

way to e~onomic. viability is for the company to/1WWk ~i its present 
· as its po i nt of departure 1 then 

income of just 1:111der $500T000 a week,/to bring -its spending as near 

to that as possible by a drastic stripping down and t hen to work to 
}1JXa:.Kflllltli 

build up its income by i mproving and increasing its/service out of 

its present resources until it is profitable enough to expand 0 

This is ~bviously not going to be easy ; but i t can be done because 

t he company has oper a ted profitably before o How painfully or how 

pai nlessly it is done will depend very much on how wi lli ngly or 
unwillingly attitudes are changed at the JOS 0 Goodnight 
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l) January 20, 1881 -.America' s Day 
2) J.o.s. Finances - some questions 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
January 21,'1981, 6.lOpom 

Good evening: Yesterday was America's day: it was .America's day 

for America's friends and foes alikeo For 9 yesterday and indeed 9 

for the forty-eight hours leading up to yesterday , the attention 
the attention 

of the news media of the entire world , and/of every single political 
in 

power centre/mx the entire world was focussed on what was happening 

in and to and about Americao And what was happenihg was indeed 

worthy of all that attention. There was a changing of the guard in 

the corridors of .American power that was smooth , undramatic, almost 

imperfe ptible: new bureaucrat~p , new movers and shakers , new spokesmez 

.and women, new manipulators of power xa~xa&a« quietly took the 

places of the old ones to whom we had grown accustomed over these 

p4st four yearso In the long run this may turn out to be more 

important than the much more dramatic coming in of one President and 

the going out of the othero The high drama centred around the %ka 

sweari ng-in of Mr . Ronald Reagan as the new President and the 

departure of Mr~ Jimmy Car~er, the old President: but they were only 
and 

the outward/symbolic showing of the real shift of power . And one of 

the striking things about it all was the broad framework of national 
➔ untty within w~ich it all took place . In this sense America can fairl; 

in terms of basic principles and objectives 
be described as being tia!iffii;J a one-party state/with two powerful 

political factions, one slightly to the left of centre, the other 

slightly to the right of centre only competing for office at election 

time but completely united once the election is overo And so youhave 
as the special 

the former President travelling to West Germany today/taxgxIK%X%HK 

iixiot~x±~s~x envoy of the new President to welcome the 52 Americans 
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who KKXR had been held as hostages in Iran until half an hour after 

the transfer of power from the Carter to the Reagan administration o 

And the freeing of the hostages was of course the other thing that 

made yesterday America's dayo After a l ong and traumatic fourteen 

months«£ the American hostages were finally freed yesterdayo The 
V. 

agreement which led to their freedom was Mro Carter's last substantiv1 

act as President; but even at the end there was a bi tte~ twist t o 

the whole businesso Mr . Carter dearly wanted to personally announce 

the release of the hostages before quitting office: but becaus e 

of an alleged short pay~ment of some 1130-million xmaof in terest 

~ZJD[.E1%X due to the Iranians by American bankers the deal was delaye~ 
Government 

And in addition to the return of Iranian assets the American~ also 

had to promise, in writing 9 not to interfere in any way in Iran's 

internal affairs in future o But _no matter the humiliation of a great 

power implicit in this , the American people were in a mood of happy 

euphoria at the safe release of their fe llow ci tizenso The t i me for 

anger and , perhaps , vengeance will come la.tero America will probably 

not want .to sell Iran the military spare parts she so desperately 

needs, at least not for the presento But what if Iran then turns to 

others? To the Soviet Union perhaps? America would not want that 0 

of power politics 
So there are practical problems/to face beyond the angero And the 

Ilew President and the new men now in .charge in Washi ngton's coJOridors 

of power ar~ going to find the option s and the choices quite hard 

and difficult and complex as Mro Jimmy Carter ever dido The limits 

to power , even for a super power , will not suddenly go awayo But none 

of this will alter the fact that yesterday was America's da;t: 0 And 
~ II.No-~ ~ 

finally and very bri~fly , we are told that the _ JOS Jearns just under 

half a million dollar.S a week from bus fares; could we please also 
be give a detailed breakdown of how much money JOS spen du a , vrn ~..k:L, Q,­
How much for management? How much for workers? How much fonru"eI? 
How much for what perks and frin ge benefits? Goodnight 0 ~ 
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Showdown Time at the JOS? 

NEWS COlVll\lIEN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Monday 
January 19~ · 198l. 9 6ol0pom 

immedia.te 
Good evening: Whatever the/outcome of today's efforts to settle 

J.O.So 
the la.test JQOOS stoppage which was br~ught (!n by the Industrial 

Disputes Tribunal's refusal to make a wagw award because of the 

parlous state of the company's finances 9 this stoppage may well be 

the beginning of showdown time at the J.OoS• But before going on 
matter 

with this/let us note quickly and in passing that Mro Jimmy Carter 

has finally achieved agreement for ~he release of the American 

hostages in Iran on his very last day in office as American President, 

We will talk more about this another day: for now we note that Mro 

Carter leaves office on something of a high note. And now for our 

bus serviceo We begin with a few key baekground factso First: the 

J·os is in very serious money trouble; it is not paying its own way 

and so it is getting deeper and deeper into debto The Tribunal which 

refused to make a wage award to the workers in effect said the 

company was in danger of 'grinding to a halt'o Second: few 9 if any 9 

of the large army of Corporate Area working people are anywhere near 

satisfied with the quality of the service they are getting from the 

J.o.s. So we have a business which is not paying its way catering 

to custijmera who are not satisfied with the quality of the service 

they are being soldo If the 2, 000 plus workers at the J.O.S. are 

at all worrraad about this situation they have done little or nothint 

to show their concern in any pra.tical way. The management has a 

public relations cempaign going, but are there any other efforts to 

seriously deal with the hard problem of a business living within its 
means and paying its way out of its earning? And, you know 9 if you 
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look at the record you will see that this selfsame JOS has paid 

its way i~ the past and has earned a profit for its owners when 

those owners were mainly expatriate private investorso So between 

1953 and 1974 - a time ppan of over twenty years - JOS re~larly 

paid its way and made a pr~ftt for its ownerso When the Jamaican 

Government bought out the foreign owners in 1974 it left the same 

basic structure of the company intact: there was no basic change 

to the structure which had operated successfully before. When the 

price of fuel went upp fares went up; when special concessions sm.da: 

were made they were met by subsidyo And in transport volume means 

and should mean increased turn-over which should mean increased 

earnings which should mean increased profits 0 But there were two big 

catcheso For some unfathomable reason there is a notion that anythine: 

owned by the government need not pay its wayp let alone make a profi 1 

so managements of publicly-owned en terprisew appear almost determinec 

to make losses: and workers in such enterprises behave as though 

the job and the customer and anything else is there for their con­

venienceo And I am afraid the attitudes of the trade unions have not 

' helped matters. And so we have JOS workers demanding massive increase 

from a seriously faltering companyo Neither they nor their unions 

seem to realise or to believe that 2,000 plus jobs may be on the lin1 

unles·s the JOS pulls itself together ·and deli verso There has been 

tai:k in some quarters of a showdown with the unions to prove who is 

in charge or strongesto I sincerely hope the unions have the good 

sense and judgement not to allow themselves to be suckered into a 

showdown over the JOSo It is both a bad case and a ba d issue on whicl'. 

to fight for principleo There is no good principle involved in bad 

management, bad performance, unfair calls on the tax dollar and the 
penalising of poor commu terso Goodnighto 
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1) Problems Facing 'The Rule of Law' 
2) Elective Politics & Poli t$cal Pluralism 

NEWS OOMMEN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Fri day 
January 16 ; 1981 9 6 ,.lOp om 

on the Gun Gour t 
Good evening : Those f i gurea/ made publ ic by Jamaica ' s Senior 

Puisne Judge , Mr o Justi ce Parne l l , yesterday should be of ver y 

great con cer n to all Jamaicanso There are , we are to l d 9 1 9 267 

persor? awaiting trii& i n l vOOl .cases pendingo And be cause m~ the 

massi ve escalati on of gun cr imes i n Jamai ca had overwhelmed the 

court it was 'impossi ble t o fo l low the dire c t ion i n Se c t i on 8 (1 ) 

of the Gun Court Act which required that the trial of an a ccused 

should begi n withi n seven days of his first appearan ce before the 

court 'o So 9 the Judge is report• d as sayi ng , fixtures for cases 

to be tried thi s year had t o be made f r om as far away as May of 

l ast yearo Gi ven these and other distur bi ng statistic s we must 

ho pe that the Government wi l l act speedily on Mr . Justice Par nell ' s 

re commexldati ons to reform the Gun Courto 

One of' the worryi ng problems about the rul e of law generall y i s the 

matter of delay before tria.l , espe cial ly where the person to be 

tr i ed i s held in custody pendi ng the tri alo I hope those who 

special ise i n the law will i ndicate,e ways i n which the society as 

a who l e can help to t r y and overcome this probl em of delayo The 

rule of law , and the speediest poss i bl e carryi ng out of that l aw 

is , ulti mately , the only truly worthwhi le l ongterm answer to our 

problems of crime a,,{1. d vi olence and general lawl essnesso An d it i s 
~hr w6'k. <--~ ~~-' ' 

our courts of law , fnot the police , not the army , who must deter mi ne 

the guil ty or otherwm~e of t he accused and the form of puni shment 

which fi t s a parti cular cr i me o 

Next a word on the nature of politi cal mandates i n free electi ve 
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parliamentary systems such as those represented by most of the 

Caricom 6oun tries currently meeting ~ere in Jamaicae No mandate 

given by the electorate in our kind of system is ever permanent 

or even ideologically exclusiveo And yet politicians, especially 

in the first flush of victory~ almost invariably behave and sound 

as though their being elected has settled this or that issue once 

and for allo And so we have the 'now that the direction has been 

settled.oo' syndrome 9 with its disturbing undertones that all 

dissenting view• ak.Ed:m can now be excommunicated or suppressed or 

outlawedo We had a considerable amount of this after the 1976 

PNP landslide vlectoral victoryo The people , we were told, had 

chosen socialism and anybody who opposed socialism was going against 

the 'will of the people'; and some went to the extreme of branding 

such dissenters as unpatriotic and subversiveo Now, following on 

the October 1980 JLP landslide electoral victory, we have almost 

exactly the selfsame thing, but from the opposite end of the 

political spectrum this timeo 'The will of the people' now, is for 

the capitalist free market system and anybody who opposes it is 

against that will and is therefore unpatriotic and subversive of the 
And can therefore be fired or suppressedo 

national interesto/The hard fact of the matter is that the electorate 

ce~tinly in the case of Jamaica 1 has shown again and again that it 
electoral 

is not pre:rared to surrender its freedom of/ choice to any party 1 

be it of the left or the righto They showed in 1976 that they were 
anti-

not frightened by any/communist scare; they showed in 1980 that they 

were not frightened by anti-capitalist scareo They tried the one: 

it did not deliver according to their expectations; so they changed 

it for t he other . And they will do it a.gain 9 if they have too They 

are, in short, committed to self-interested political pl 1 . 
Me t th · . ura 1.smo 

e eir expectati o~s ~ they are for you: fa. il. an d the 
Ideologues of all sha~~l.::ease noteo . . .. ~ .· . Y are no,t ... 

-----""' - · ----- ' "'1'<lo - ~ -----
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Wailbing f or Ron a ld Reagan: 
a) U.N. Namibia Conference 
b) Middle East Moves 
c) Venezuela' s Warn i ng 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wedne s day 
J anuary 14 9 1981, 6olOpom 

Good evening: The Unite d Na tion s sponsored conference on Namibia, 

which was supposed to lay the groundwork for moves toward indepen dence 

by t he end of t hi s year, has collapsed in failure: South Africa s aw 

to thato In t he Mi ddle Eas t and t h e Persian Gulf 9 the cri sis 

surroundiDg the American ho s t ages seems to be coming to a head; the 

Iran i an s seem to be holding t he i r own in the war with Iraq; and 

Jordan's King Hussein has lashed out unexpectedly again s t his one­

time friend Henry Kis singer' s presence and postures in and on the 

regiono And, nearer home Venezuela ' s Minister of Ener gy and Mines 

ha s warned deve l opin g (or Third World) countries not to join any 

movement s pon s ored by the developed industrialised coun t ries to 

mount a campaign of pressure aga in s t the oil-exporting . OPEC countrie s o 

In El Salvador an effort, a pparently hurriedly brought forward 9 is 

on t he way to try and overthrow t he military junta before Mro Rona l d 

Reagan i s sworn-in as Pr e s ident of t he United States next Tues day o 

Indeed 9 all t he developments I have listed appear to have the acues s i ~ 

of Mro Reagan to the American Pres i dency a s a sor t of cardinal point 

of referenceo For expmple, if Mr . Jimmy Carter had been re-electe d 

I t hink the South Afr ican s would have pl aye d t heir hand rather 

differently in Geneva thi s week o This is not to say t ha t t hey would 

have given in or t hat t he immediate ou t come of the con f eren ce on 

Nam i bia would have been an y diff eren to But the Sou th Af ricans · 10 ld 

have been le s s s t ri den tly agre s s ive and arrogan t in promoting an d 

projectin g t he i r puppe t 'internal' regi meo With Car t er in the White 

Hous ~ f or an other four yea.r s t he pos s i bi l i t y of sti f'fer economic 
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sanctions would be much more rea.l than it now iso Indeed, a Carter 

Adminis tration in its second t erm might even have been able to 

'persuade' 'America's We s tern allies no t to ve t o SWAPO's call for 

sanctions when it reache d the Securi ty Councilo Now 9 wiltmi the 

Reagan Presi dency less than a week away such a ve t o is a sure 

thin g: Britain , France, West Germany , the United Sta tes itself -

anyone of them or all of them together - will exerci s e such a veto. 

And if the matter is handled only at t he level of the ijeneral 

Assembly then it would no t matter much be<fi'ause the Jlndustrial powers 

will just carry on business as usual with South Africa, and there 

would be no thir:.g t he Third World would be able to do about thato 

Simi l arly 9 the Iranians, except for the hardline fanatics 9 ¢are hust­

ling to get as much as they can in return for the hostages before 

the change in Washingtono So they may, between now and Friday 9 

se t tle for less than t h e i r original demands because dealing with 

Reagan' s people may be a very much tougher proposi tiono .And i f the 

Ki s singer line is reintroduced into Middle Eas tern politics then 

middle-of-the-readers like Jordan's Hussein may be the first among 

the vic t ims caught between the two extremes of East-West confrontat­

ion o So Hussein's denunciation could be read as a careful an d urgent 

signal to the Reagan peopleo And Venezuela i s simply telling the 
try to 

Third World that i f America under Reagan i s going to/mount a crusade 
.Q, 

of big Western oil-consuming powers to try ari d threa.ten and intimidai;,• 
. e. 

OPEC 9 OPEC will resist and it may not be in ~he Third World' s 1nterc:3 t 

to be caught in the economic crossfireo In thi s sense mo s t events on 

the international scene this week seem to be a kind of Waiting For 

Reagan 9 a positioning and preparing for what may co~~~fter what he 

saido Afl Governor of California Reagan surPrisecb ~ ost l by not doing 
what was expectedo He may just do the same in his new role 0 

Goodnigh to 
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1) Montego Freepor~ Fire 
2) The Politics of Means & Ends 

NEWS COWrMEN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Monday 
January 12, 1981 6ol0pom 

Good eveningF What a relief that that terrible fire at the Mon~ggo 

Freeport Esso installation is outo And what a very disturbing 

thing that that fire took place a ·t all., The lo s ses are great and 

grave pracisely because petroleum products are both scarce and 

costlyo To lose upwards of $11-million UoSo in one short weekend 

fire is bad enough; to lose it in the form of petroleum products 

makes it worseo The one comforting thing is that no lives were lost 

and the five firemen who were hurt suffered no serious injury., But 

the disturbing question remalil.ns: Was the fire an accident or was 

it deliberate? In short 9 there is the nagging question of possible 

economic sabotageo And I think we will, all of us, remain disturbed 

and worried until we get some clearcut answer to this nagging concern< 

And it does not make sense to pretend that the concern is not thereo 

Like it or not, many people are asking whether this .was accident 

or sabotageo And there are others who are fanning these concerns 

for purposes of their owno So I think it .is important fo r those 

whose job it is to investigate the 6rigins of the fire, to go about 

it with the utmost speed and care and to tell us, as soon as possible 1 

whether it looks like accident, or straightforward thieving, or 

serious politically motivated sabotageo Was the person or persons 

who removed t he bu.@g from that fuel tank thieves who took the petrol 

t~ey wanted and then went off without shutting it back? If you have 

ever had .petrol syphoned out of your car tank by a thief you will 

khow that the thief usually does not bother to put back your tank 
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covero He is usually in too much of a hurry for thato It could be 

something like thato Or it could be sabotage, deliberate and 

calculatedo We cannot rule out either possibility 9 and it would be 

both foolish and dangerous to play ostricho Political sabotage, 
urban 

like/guerrilla warfare, is a fact of modern-day lifeo And it is 

foolish to pretend that it cannot happen hereo We are part of the 

world and what goes on in the world can go on here tooo So let us 

not say it can't happen hereo Indeed, after the events of last 

year during the run-up to the October elections 9 and earlier 9 it 

would be a very boiiii or foolish man who would say it can't happen her< 
to 

The thing is to ferret out the truth and/let the people knowo And 
may also 

when the people know what it is they are up against they/will know 
everywhere in the world 

how to pr~tect their interestso There are many people 9/~i~~WRAX~ 

and here as wel.l, for whom all means justify the endso If the end 

they have in mind is to do harm or damage to this or to any other 
or individual 

governmentj then they do not care what methods they use as long as 
the end they have in 

they do that damageo Conversely 9 if/%k«~XWIX%x%m mind is to do 

something good.9 or what they see as something good, then they do not 

care wha,t methods they_ use as long as they achieve that 'good' endo 

~d once you have this type of political morality, of lack of it 9 in 

play ,murder 9 s_abotage, assassination 9 all become acceptable means 

because they are justified by the end in viewo We had some of it here 

last yea~? ' i~ ~il~ not suddenly go away nowo What happened at Montego 
ultimately destructive 

Bay this past weekend may have been one expression of this/notion of 

ihe end justifying_ the means. Rmw It is comparatively easy to deal 

with the immediate surface manifestation of. this: you hunt down the 

thieves 

The rub 

or the sabo;eurs and punish them; and ~ t~ et-,up securityo 

is: what do you do about the savage jungl~ mb r~lity? 

Goodnighto 
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1) Wills Isaacs 
2) Casino Gambling 
3) Price~ 9 Wages 9 Profits & the Unemployed 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadc'ast on Friday 
January 9 ,, 1981, 6 o lOpom 

Good evening: Jamaica this week formally and officially paid its 

last respects and said a final farewell to Mro Wills Oo Isaacs 9 one 

of the handful of genuine pioneers in the shaping of the Jamaica that 
, 

we khow todayo He was one of that small and special band of men who 

were born into a British colony, and who, by determined and sustained 

pijlitical action and pressure transformed the political system and 

in doing so transformed the lives and outlook of their own generation 

aw well as all future generations of Jamaicanso There never were 

very many of these special men even in the 1930s and 1940s ; and many 

of them have died since; and now, today 9 after the passing of Wills 

illsaaos 9 there are even fewer of these ikKXK pioneerfi political 

activists lefto When I thought about it while listening to Wills 

Isaacs• funeral, my list of surviving pioneers of this brand did not 

quite make the half dozen marko It is a safe prophecy that before 

this ' decade is out there will not be a single one of the activist 

political pioneers left among USo So how will future generations of 

Jamaicans remember these people and what they have done for this 

nation? We know about the National Heroes because there are monuments 

[ 
./rt,-& J, ~ ' • 
to remind us; a,nd anybody w,ho is .8eriously interested can read up on 

any of them from a reasonably good and. growing body of literature o 

Thus, the National Heroes· present little or no problem. But those who 

worked with them and shared in their struggles are not as well servedo 
present-day 

What, for instance, does any/schoolboy or schoolgirl know about 

Noel Neth:e•el&e and the pivotal role he played? To be sure the Bank 

of Jamaica is at Nethersole Place ~ But why is it Nethersole Place? 
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And what kind of person was this Nethersole after whom the site of 

our National Bank is named? There are very few people left who still 

remember how .easygoing and charming and unpretentious and warmhearted 

and tougbminded and brilliant 'Crab' Nethersole was; and how much 

Norman Manley relied on him and his judgementso It would be a pity 

if the humanity of this man, and the humatjity of the others like 

him, who were part of the national awakening and gave it point and 

direction, were to be lost to future generations of Jamaicans. So 

it would be a good thing if the government, through the Min istry of 

Education perhaps 9 could publish a series of school texts telling 
t: a9 

the biographical story of each of these pioneerso I think 9 too 9 

that a simple marble columh inside Heroes Park listing the names of 

these pioneers will be a useful reminder that even our National Heroe£ 

needed the support of strong-minded and independent spirits to do 

their great worko The lives and the work of the pioneers in nation­

building is the rightful heritage of the Jamaican peopleo They should 
. 

know all about that heritage : only wi th knowledge of it will come 

pride in it, and the desire to emulate and 9 perhaps surpass ito 

And finally two brief notes on brewing matters in the new( Talk about 

Casino Gambling has surfaced strongly once more. It is a matter that 
in the society 

is bound arouse deep controversy and division/at a time when everybody 

says the need for unity is paramount. It would be sad if the house 
. '\)\, 

were to divide again, so soon after ~ last year's terrible experienc 

Then there are the price increases. Electricity is up, so are drugs, 

food and many other things; others threaten; bread and petrol for 

instanceo The employed will react with demands for higher pay, so 

rising wages will chase rising prices in a spiral that seems without 

endo The question is: what of the unemployed and those who depend on 

them who have no way of absorbing these shocks? lfh 
Are they not Jamaicans too? Goodnighto · 0 cares about them? 
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The Namibian Independen ce Conference 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
January 7~ 1981 , 6 ol0p . m 

Goo d evening : The United Nati on s s ponsored confer ence on N!i.mibian 

independen c e whi ch opened in Gen eva , Switzerland , today i s of a 
fully 

geopolitical i mportance which has not been/reflected in the media 

coverage so far o Such reports as we have had have made it seem a 

comparati vely straightforwnnd process of yet another African 

country's march to poli tical independen ceo So we have been given 

a timetable whi~h goes something like this: the conference will las t 

a week and out of it should come ggreement for elections to be held 

round about March of this year , and this will be followed by the 

country becoming independent by the end of this yearo But the first 

and most serious obstacle to this opti mistiv §Cenario il:t t he fact 

t hat the racist government of South Afri ca i s one of the two major 

participants in the conference and it is likely to be t he single 

biggest loser i f t hings were to work out according to this scenario~ 

South Afric a has been in physical oc cupation of Namibia since the 

end of the first world war when it was given a League of Nati ons 
German 

Mandate to administer what was then known as/South West Afri~Qo 
then known as German East Africa or Tanganyika , 

Tanzan i a/was another such manda t ed League of Nati ons territory which 

was admi nistered by the British Governmento It was part of the patter 

of the colonies of the defeated Germany after the first world war 

coming under League of Nations contro l o But in t he case of Nami bi a 

the South Africans proceeded to integrate the political and econe i c 

l i fe of what was supposed to be a trust terrf ry into the South 

African sys tem. They introduced a local Assemlty-which functi oned 
much like our· ·oWn loca·1 government authorities , but everything elee~ 
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customs, taxation, police, education, business, was controlled by 

the South African government; and they of course introduced their 

Apartheid system in~o Namibia. When the League of Nations was replacec 

by the United Nations after the second world war and the U.N. started 

the decolonisation process the South Africans refu·sed to give up thei1 

mandate and in 1950 they unilatera1ly incorporated Nambia into 

South Africa, giving it a number of seats in the South African 

Parliament. And those seats can of course~ nly be occupied by white 

Namibianso So for the last 30 years they have defied all U.N. calls 

to end their illegal occupation. A little over ten years ago SWAPO, 

the South West Africa Peoples Organisation, began an armed struggle 

to free Namibia. The Organisation of African Unity/4 and the non­

aligned movement generally supported SWAPO and prevailed on the 

United Nations to recognise it as the only true repreentative of 

the people of Namibiao And this is where the geopolitical complicatio~ 

began. It has been discovered that under the Namibian deserts lie 

vast deposits of previous and strategic minerals and South Africa 

has attracted huge investments by multinational corporations to 
l exploit · this mineral we a l th. If the Sou th Africans were to lose con trc 

what would happen to this wealth? Who would exploit it? Would the 

Western multinationals still be free to do so? Or would a SWAPO 

government behave like other ind~pendent African states and insist 

on control of its own resources? And, on the political front, would 

a SWAPO government 'tilt' in the same direction as Mozambique and 

Angola and Zimbabwe? And if Namibia were to break free of South 

Africa, what effect would this have on the blacks within South Africa? 

~don the future of all Southern Africa? All these are questions of 
who controls and 
wk%~kxaxaxaaua in whose interest 
principle or morality, only power. 

can command most political muscle 

- and there is little concern with 

So it is a g~estion of which s i de 
in GeueMa tfiis weeko Goodnight 0 
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NEWW CON.tMENTARY 

1) 
2) 

Education in a Context Of Shortage 
~

1
bo Ba1tcrii.g? 

For broadcast on Monday 
January 5, ·1981, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: Children all over Jamaica returned to school e§rlier 

today as a new school term began; but some did not 9 and not out of 

choice o There are very many youngsters who sat the GCE '0' Leve l 

examinations last June and who did not do well at allo Some of 

these youngste:r:s will have dropped out of their own choice and will 

now swell the ranks of the untrained and unskilled unemployed youngo 

Others have been told not to return to school because of their 

poor examination resultso It is hard to determine just how many 

have not returned to school today beaause of poor·exam results 

because this is a matter which is left largely to the discretion 

of each particular school involvedo :sit I personally have been told 

of at least one Corporate Area school where some fifty youngsters 

who gained less than three '0' level passes were told not to come 

backo I understand that these were all first-time failures and that 

some of the youngsters were not more than fifteen years oldo If my 

information is correct, and I have no reason to doubt the sourcefi? 

then this is a matter of grave concern which I think the Ministry 

of Education should look into at the highest possible levelo And 

I particularly hope that Mro Edwin Allen will bring his vast experien~ 

and knowledge to bear on ito It would be cruelly wrong for our , or 

indeed any, educational system to deprive a youngster permanently 

of any hope of a secondary and therefore tertiary education because 

of one exam failureo I know 9 and I am sure you know, of many young 

people who failed. hopelessly at the their first GCE '0' level exrufi~ 
· ~ 

and Lthen went on jo~ o very well indeed and even to become good 
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scholars or successful business people o If those people had been 

cast out after thez r first failure at age fifteen or sixteen 

Jamaica would have been the poorer for ito One of our problems here 

is the hard and often desperate pressure for spaceo There seems to 

be just not enough secondary places for ,11 our _children so only 

the 'best ' at the business of passing examinati ons are filtered 

thr0ugh ; the rest are by~passed or turned out after a first failure o 

It was not alw~ys like thiso I remember a t i me 9 during the days 

when Mr . Glasspole and Mr o Edwin Allen-, presided over the Mi nistry 

of Education , when youngstet'J routin{l y were given a second chance 

and , i r\exceptionalJ circut tances such as extreme youth 9 a third 

chance o In tho se days only eighteen- year-olds or really hopeless 

cases were denied a second chanceo And it was during thi s period 
for the 

when either Glasspole ~~rxk.t/~PNP or Allen for the JLP presided 

over our educational system , that the children of the poor , the 

chi ldren of the domestic helpers and the laundry women and the 
v""-

higglers and the ghetto dwellers l general , got their first great 

open i hg and access to secondary education. It would be a tragedy 

for Jamaica if now , under the pressure of shartage , the doors to 

secondary education were to be even partially closed to these young­

sters from · poor homes ; for thati basically 9 is what would really 
or influen ce 

happen . Those with money/will always f i nd some way of ensuring some 

sort of se condary schooling for their children: not so with the poor . 

So give them a s ec ond chance at '0' levels pleaseo And finally on 

energyo Electricity and petrol prices are bound to go up o And as 
~ 

prices go up consumption is bound to decline . The rich Western countri 

already sh~w dramatic falls in energy consumption and this is expect­

t o go ono To survive we are going to have to make equally dramatic 
consumption cutso The real questi on is how we do it : i n an orderly 
and planned manner or i n a j~le free for all? Goodn i ght 
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Of War & Peace An d Want 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
Januaryp 2 9 1981, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: · In his New Year's Day message to the .world, · Pope 

John Paul appealed to all the nations of the world to 'dismantle 

the destructive forces working towards waro• He said that if only 

a small part of th~ money now spent on the arms race were devoted 

instead to feeding the poor and hungry and to medicine and science, 

mankind would be vastly better offo In hard statistical terms the 

Pope was talking about that nearly two-th&rda of all mankind who 
,1~ 

live in the poor countries of the world where per capita income ~ 

$550 U.So a year or less; where starvation in one form or another -

either not enough to feed the body adequately or else straight and 

outright starvation - is the condition of the overwhelming majority 

of the people; and where most of the people die ~efore they are 

fortyo There are somewhere in the region of 4,000-million people 

in our world today and something of the order of 2 9 800 .... million of 

these people live in the poor countries where food and medicine are 
and social 

desperately scarce and where health/services are at the most 

elementary levelso And the statistical picture to il~ustrate the 

Pope" references to the arms race is equally striking in an ironicaiiy 

different wayo Apart from the hurP.reds of thousands of millions of 

dollars that the two super-powers, the Unitea State~ and the Soviet 
.,,_J ,~ ~ 

Union 9 spend on arming themselves, they lalso. sell vast quantities 

of arms and armaments to the rest of the worldo End-of-year figures 

just made public in the United States shows that in 1980 6500 9 000-

million worth of arms were sold to countries all around the world 0 

Ironically, two-thirds of that vast outpou, ing of arms was sold to 
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Third World countries, ofteh to countries that perform miserably 

at feeding and housing their peoples 9 and that fail at providing 

adequate su'pplies of clean water and decent sanitation., Yet these 

countries spend huge proportions of the their mdlgre national budgets 

on ~ isticated high-priced weapons., And usually the rich countries 

that sell the arms offer better credit and payment terms than they 

offer on the sale of food and of medicine., And who are these arms 
to 

merchants/mi'. whom the Pope's appeal was addressed? Top of the list 
for 1980 

/ are the two iuper-powers 9 the United States and the Soviet Union, 
of importance 

in that order., The order/of the other major arms exporting coubries 

are not immediately available but a year ago France came third 9 

Britain came fourth and Israel was up there in the first half dozen 

of the major arms exporting nations., And $500 ,000-million is a truly 

staggering amount of money to spend arms at a time when nearly two­

thirds of all the people on our earth are living in want and poverty 

and ignorance., And Pope John Paul reminded his audience that more 

than 400-million people are physically or mentally disabled in our 

world todayo He said if the arms expor t ing countries and others ppent 

only a small part of that money on help for the handicapped their 

suffering could be eased., But the arms race is almost certain to 

go on because each of the superpowers is convinced that the way to 

peace is for it and its allies to arm themselves to the teetho They 

call this the balance of mutual terror: each has io many and such 

deadly weapons and each knows that the other has them too; and this 

knowledge,the thinking goea, will deter the othef from striking first 0 

and replaced 
And each time a particular class of ~eapon is improved onj the old 

obsolete stock is sold jo the Third World at knodk'dDwn prices and so 

the proliferation of arms continues while two-thirds of mankind remain 

in wan t 0 Do you wonder the Pope has comdemned ca.pi talism and communism 
alike? Goodnigh t 
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