Year—l)nd, 1981' 2.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
December 30, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Yéd&end, 1981, presents a picture of tensions, turmoi;
and extreme volatility on the international scene. Indeed, not -
since the Cold War of the 1940s and 19508 has reiations between ;g
the world's two major power blocs been as dangerously strained as 3
they are today. Just yesterday American Presiden® Ronald Reagan
imposed economic sanctions on the Coviet Union for what he said

was its role in the Polish military declaration of martial lew,

The Americen President accused the Soviets of being responsible for

Soviet 1
the action taken by the Polish authorities. So all/airline services 3
to the United States will be suspended; the sgle and export to the i

Soviets of all high-teehnology material and equipment will be stopp%
Soviet shipping will come under stricter control in terms of enterinj
Mmericang ports; mnegotiations for a new long-term grain agreement ]
will be suspended. BEut nothing will be done about the grain deals
which are alresdy in place and under which the Soviets will get
hundreds of millions of tons of grain between now and September
if the intentions was

of next year, I would have thought that/imxtmxmz of hitting the
Soviets where it hurts most, that huge flow of American grain now
in the pipeline would have been immediately cut off., The catch here
is that it would &also have hurt the American fermers very badly. i

and strong the Soviets
So the one immediate/economic weapon which would heve hurt/instantly

has not been brought into play. The other senctions are, of course,
likely to hurt in the long run; but not, 1 suggest, so as to make

the Soviets back away from their present position. Another diff




s
is that some of America's Vestern allies may become sanction-busters
when their own economic interests are involved. For instence, the
West Germans in pesrticuder and the West Europeasns in general, -all
have a great vested interest in the massive gas-pipline project r
which would cerry vast smounts of natural ges from the Soviet
arctic area to Western FEurope. This project, when completed would
provide Western Europe with a massive new supply of energy at ;
relatively reasonable prices., The Americans have 2lready tried to ;
discourage the Turopeans from entering into commitments with the |
Soviets about this; but the Furopeans have gone ahead all the same;

and there is no doubt that the Furopeams will help the Soviets to

get 211 the equipment they need for the pipeline, whatever the
Americens do. In this sense, the so-called 'political will' to
join in punishing the Soviets may be rathepy weak among Americe's
Furopean allies: and it is not all that easy to whip a bunch of
sovereign stotes inte line behind America's hardline Soviet policy,
especially when it runs, or appears to run counter to important
nationsal self-interests, But if the Americaens are not heving it all
their own way with their allies, neither are the Soviets., The Chinese
communists, the Rumanian communists, the Yugoslav communists have |
all denounced the Soviet role in both Afghanistan snd Poland, And
yesterday the Italian communist party published its own 'bill of
particulars' ageinst Soviet policy. And within the tightly controlled
Soviet bloc itself, dissent, unpopuler views, keep popping up. ldeas

¥

are stubborn things: the more you try to control them the more they 5

slip out: be it in Enstern Turope or Central Americs or Africe or
Asia, Neitherfsuperpowers are having it all their own way with allie

or clients, And indicetions are that this trend towerd self-interst

ed indiépendence of ideological bloes and moulds will grow during
W

what looks like being a2 politicelly volatile and danégrous 1
e +o00dn



Year-End, 1981, 1

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Mondaw
December 28, 1981, 6.10p.m
Good evening: Christmas, 1981, has turned out to be a happier and
relatively more peaceful time than most Jamaicans have known in
many yeaps, Partly it had to do with the money in circulation and
all the things that were available in the shops and supermarkets;
but I suspect that it had much more to do with, the dramatic cooling
down in the politieal atmosphere, the scafging down of party
political activity. Much of fhe political ténsion had gone out of
everyday life; choices had been made and,most people knew what they.
were at. Life and home were again relatively secure and all sorts
of anxieties were eased, And so Christmas, 1981, was a happy and
tranquil affair for most of us in.Jamaica° Of course, the problems
and the difficulties¢were and aigiiiere and will continue to be
there as long as thexe are people, And I thought that Mr. Wianston
Manehester MP and
Jones, the former/Minister of Social Security in the last regime,
touched on one of the most nagging of our problems when he spoke
at a Christmas Tree lighting ceremony. Mr., Jones said, and I quote:
"Jamaicans are too intolerant of each others' views, and that is .
why the country cannot make any meaningful development", End quote.
Mr. Jones.made it clear to his audience that he was talking about
religious and social intolerance, as well as about political-
intolerance, One just rétort I have heard, and it applies to all

politicians of all parties, is that poiiticians only tend to make

this sort of statement when they are out of power. Be that as it may,

the truth is that the intolerance is there and even appears to be

fostered in some quarters, And if this intolerance of each others®



were to
views/ becomed 2 norm in the society then it is only a short step

to the point where unpopular views are suppressed., And whoever else
and whatever else might benefit from the suppression of unpopular
views, democracy and freedom of expression will be the principal
victims: there is no way that we can enhance and strengthen our own
democratic rights and freedoms by being intolerant of the rights and
freedoms of those whose views we may detest, If, in order to fight

or rightwing dictatorship
the communist methods of a controlled and managed news media, we
impose the saﬁé?gogirol and management on our mews media, then the
qualitative difference between them and us [disappears, and with it
the superior morality of our cause. The meams you use are as important
as the ends you are after, This is omesof the things that makes
democracy such a diffgkgeult political system to operate. So tolerance
of each others' views - within\ the. /1imits of the law, of course -
is fundamental to democracys Wermust tolerate and allow free expre331o

e tluly, a3

to as ;:qua diversity, of views as possible in order that our
democracy may grow and flourish., This, I think, must be one ofthe
concerns of year-end 1981 and one of the wishes for 1982. And away
from Jamaicé@he treaumatic goings on in Poland continueﬁ to dominate
the news and looks like doing so well into the New Year, In a
political system where might is right and the ultimate language of
force prevails it does not look as though there can be any other out-
come than the busting of the Solidarity trade union movement. Short
of going into Poland with military force there is little that the
Western powers can do beyond condemnation and limited economic actione.

And they are not even agreed on what to do., West Germany is the most

cautious and careful and against any hasty action: she is Poland's
biggest creditor. France is all for tough action, Britein and the U,S.

hold positions somewhere inbetween these two extremes,

Meg, 3
the Polish bPeople suffer and endure, “I¥hile

Goodnight, i



Christmas, 1981

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

December 23, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: About this time last year, a day or two before
Christmas, 1980, the Bank 6f Jamaica told us that the money in
circulaﬁion at the time stood just above $300-million., This time
around, for Chri tmas 1981, there is roughly $340-million in
circulation; and we are told that this figure may be exceeded by
several million dollars more before tomorrew's. final shopping is
over, So in terms of money in circulatfionwthis should be a very
good Christmas., And there is a greater éense of security and peace
in the land than we have had in @ very long time; and that too
will make for a very good®Christmas., That is, of course, for those
Jemaicans who are fortunate enough to have the money and to be in
jobs: and a majority of Jamaicans are in jobs and have the money.
At the very least two~thirds of the Jazmaican workforce is still
working and earnings For them there will be more goodies in the
shops than we have seen in years and Christmas 1981 will be merry
and bright, Of course we will all bawl about prices but we will
pay what we have to and have a good time, But there is that
signlflcant mlnorlty who are unemployegk;;difgﬁ‘&Zgz{Chrlstmas 1981,
will not be a very good time. And one of the sad things is that so
many of the unemployed are young, in their teens and in their
twenties, When I grew up Chrib#mas was a time of joy and of hope for
the young, It is worrying that so many of the young these days

have so little %o hope for, This is not so only in Jamaica; there.

seems to be a worldwide alienation of the young in our time, It
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is, I think, a challenge to the value system by which we live that

&l omas the
there should be 'no room' in 1tL?or SO many young peoplee d then
there are the old and the lonely; and this yearg we thlnklof the
time

pensioners whose pensions have not been posted out on/x%, and of
those whose little remit#ances are held up because of the sluggish
pace of the postal service in the absence of overtime or extra hands.
And talking about the labour aspect to Christmas, let us remind
ourselves that the 'Christmas bonus' began as a gesture of appreciat
ion from a satisfied employer to his or her employees who have
given good service for the year resulting inwa financially success-
ful year‘of business, The bonus was a (thank-you gesture, not a
right., Where the service given was.not satisfactory or the business
was not profitable, no bonus was given., Now, the bonus seems %o

a or not
be seen as/'right' to which'workers are entitled whether/they
worked well for the year and whether or nof the business was profit-
able. Some have even'struck because they did not get the bonus or
Because they did mot like its size, This may very well be one of
tihe reasons why many manggements are reluctant to make gestures of
appreciation in ease they are converted into 'workers' rights',
This, too, is worthy 6f a passing thought this Chfi&tmas° S0, as
well as a peaceful and happy‘Christmas, make it a thoughtful one
too., Think about the young people entéring a difficult and trying
adulthood at an economlcallj/igiggxuix and 3001ally volatile time,
not only in Jamaica but throughout the world. And think of the old
and tne lonely and those who are so much less fortunate., That,

the season
after all, is what/€hrx=x of Christmas is all about: it is about
about peace

the birth of a baby, about family,/apxaxx on earth and about

goodwill among people, So, peace and love, and have a good Christamai

Goodnight,



Zimbabwe's Troubles

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
December 21, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: ILast Friday's bomb blast which destroyed the head-
quarters of the ruling politicel party in Zambabwe was, according
to the latest information out of Salisbury, set ¥o go off at a
time when the leaders of the BANU-PF party, including Mr. Robert
Mugabe, were expected to be at a regular executive meeting there,
If that meeting had been held, all the leaders present would most
likely‘have been killed and Zimbabwe would have been plunged into
a deep political crisis. It was thewsheerest accident that the
meeting had been put off because Priﬁe Minister Mugabe was preparing
to visit Mozambique. But the try was made; and if it had been
successful the effects might have been very much more far-reaching
earlier this year
than that bomb blast ‘which/blew up the headquarters of Iren's
ruling party and kidled so many of that éountry's political leaders,
including the then. key figure Ayatollah Béhestic Iren survived that
mass slaughter and the later assassination of its Prime Minister,
without any change in political direction., If Robert Mugabe had
been killed it is very doubtfﬁﬁ' that Zimbabwe would be able to
maintain its present direction, or indeed, its present relative
stability. Chances are that without Mugabe on the scene there would
be renewed fighting for political power and IanVSmith's people, now
waiting in the wings, would again start thé“;aneeuvreing to regain
control if not direct power. They have shown how skilful they are %

at that; and they would almost certainly try for an alliance with

Joshua Nkomo, with Nkomg as Prime Minister, In terms of tribal

He badec 8 Uhe Ndadete_

arithmetic Nkomolfould need the support of Ian Smith's white tribe f

O ST — _.__._..._._______‘H
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was
as well as some of the other smaller black tribes if he/xx to
have any hope of winning against Mugabe's dominant Shona tribe,.
So much was at stake with that bomb blast last Friday. And because
the stakes are so high other attempts may be made or, fearing this,
the Mugabe government may now resort to large-scale repression to
anticipate any likely future attempts. Iither way, its spells
trouble for Zimbabwe, That is on the power political front, There
could also be trouble on the economic front., Last month Prime
Minister Mugabe introduced legislation to double the national
Zimbabwe's
minimum wage and/RKragzsx white farmers, theslargest employers of
unskilled
labour in the country, let out an almighty howl of protest. A one
hundred percent increase on any scale of wages, or a one hundred

percent price increase, is messivé indeed, But of course much depends

on the size of the numbers inwolved: from one penny to two pennies

. from
is as much a 100% inerease as'is from $100 to $200 oréa $1000 to
100% in

$2000 or $10,000 to $20,000s+ In Zimbabwe's case the/increase/the
minimum wage brought ;t up to £34-Ziambabwe a month or in terms of
our money to just s;ightly over $112 a month. The white farmers
protested tﬁat they could not pay their labour this amount and
warned of wholesale lay-offs unless the increase was scaled down,
The mass of the black Zimbabwe unskilled workers, on the otherhand,
see this increase a2s only a modest first instalment of fhe better
quality of iifeAthey had been promised. So Mr, Mugabe is casught
between the pressures of black expectations on the one side and
resistance to the scale and pace of the fulfilment of those expect-
ations on the other, And the white farmers who are resisting are
the key produeers of the nation's wealth. Like it or not, Zimbabwe

today cannot do without the skills and the industry of those farmers
and others on whom the economy now depends and who are resisting the
pace of change., That is Zimbabwe's dilemma, Goodnight,



1) The Christmas Spirit & the News'
2) The Perils of Being Proxies

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For brosmgcast on Friday
December 18, 1981, 6,10p.m
one
Good evening: With Christmas just Z week away today one of the
in nominally Christian communities
most natural impulses/is to enter into the spirit of Christmas,
to put away cares and worries, and to see all things, all events,
2ll men in a rosier, kinder, more humane, moré tolerant light. And
we would like the news to reflect this special sprrit that we
essociate with Christmas., The trouble is that-mews is what happens,
not what we would like to happen. And what ds happening in our
world on this last week before Christmas 1981 is neither kind, nor
humane, nor rosy, nor tolerant. Qne/shortwave radio broadcast this
morning told us that 17-milliom~ k& infant children died in Africa
and Asia this year because nobkody in the world cared enough to
provide the medkcines that ,would and would have saved these infants,
Zimbabwe's Prime Minister
And they blew up the headquarters of/Robert Mugabe's party on this
Friday before Christmas. And all of us, no matter on which side of
the political fence or in what corner of the world, know that the
people of Poland will have a most miserable and depressing Christmas,
1981, But then, the people of once-prosperous and stable and highly
and cosmpopolitan %
sophisticated/kskammm Lebanon have gone through as many and
depressing Christmasses as you can remember since they became that
new and terrible victim of our time; the proxy for an ideological
shootout, In the case of Lebanon, iﬁstead of an open shoot-out
between Arabs and Jews, we have the Israelis ba@king and aiding and
abetting the Christian Lebanese and the Syrians and others backihg

and aiding and abetting the Moslem ILebanese: and so that once stable

society has been bled to the verge of death as a nation, And this
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destructive new phenomenon, ideologically-based war by proxy, was
a menace the founding fathers of the Non-Aligned movement foresaw
and feared and tried to prepare against. The eazly terriﬁ?é?gbout
this kind of warfare is that the people of the country selected as

sy No matter which side comes out on top.
the battlefield are the greatest victims of all{ Ut was so in the

Indo-China.
Cong¢e it is so in/RamtkxEaxx It is their almost instinctive but very
clear perception of this point which has made the West Europeans come
out in their millions to demend the removal of nuclear weapons from
Europe by both East and West, They do not want to become t£€7§§xtims
of a nuclear war between the two super-powers, = On = very much scaled-
down level, the people of Poland, I thinky had been trapped and
manourvred into a kind of proxy situation. If Poland's Solidarity
Union could be encouraged and aided( and abetted into successfully
challenging communist rule the whole East Eropean political situation
would be opened wide and a . domine effect woudd be let loose in all
of communist East Europe, and Soviet communism itself would be
psychologicelly embattled, 'And if the Soviet Union itself intervened
in Poland it woudd suffer a much worse progaganda defeat than it did-
over Afghanistan. And so the very real aspirations of the Polish people
were used to serve a geopolitical power end, while everybody insisted
on a specous 'non-interference' which everybody violated. Now, because
of the way things have developed we are told that what really happened
was a military coup. The one indisputable truth is that the 35-million
odd Poles are going to have a miserable Christmas because their will
prolitical independence

to freedom and/fxgmx%y was seen as a 'target of opportunity' and

becmase the superpower under whose armpit they are would not allow

the unchallenged exploitation of that opportunity. Now, as Austrien

Chancellor Bruno Kriesky said with bitter European resliimm when
stemming the flow of Polish refugees to his country: "The Poles must

work harde . ivi
r and strike less", Nobody owes tpey LiVing, and that

applies to all of us, ideological proxy or no%oaGoodnighto



lg Pay Increases for MPs
2 Prlce Increases for Sugar
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

December 16, 1981, 6,10.m

Good evening: Two increases - one of salaries and the other of a
basic staple in common daily use - are bound to cause controversy.
Our parlismentarians last night voted themselves a pay increase; and
the Minister of Agriculture yesterday announced huge increases in
the price of sugar.  Now, it is aslwaya difficult and tricky when
those who make the laws and who are accountable to the people have
to increase their own pay, especiallylin, the social and economic
climate of today. Predictably, there have already been murmurs
about others having to settle L£om $29 overtwo years while MPs give
themselves hefty increases that go outside their own guidelines for
others, I am not so suré that this is fair, though. For one thing
members of Parliament have not had a pay increase since way back in
©1972-73. How many pay .increases have other workers in both the
public and private sectors had over that periocd? And will the self-
righteous amongsus please stand up and swear that all those other
workers have at all times elways earned their increases, 1 do not
think so: I think one of our hard problems.stems from the fact that
we have consistently refused to tie increased pay and benefits to
increased production and increased performance., And I think that
until we do this we will continue to be in worries over productivity’
and performance., The point is that however awkward tﬁe timing, and

own
however much some of their/earlier rhetoric may now embarrass them,

aiparms dgery, very strong case indeed for this pay increase, 1
do not myself think it i
1y ink it is the argument that they may be doing better

in some other capacity., That one almost invites the rejoinder 'Then
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why don't they go there: we have not forced or begged them to be
MPs'., I think hhe real justification for this increase must be based
on our sense of equity and on the value we place on the job of
being an elected servant of the people. DEZﬂ 2 man or woman who
private or -public
manages'a/company of more value to the society than one who mamages
and overseas one or two or more national ministries? Does & person
who represents the interests of communities of anywhere between
10,000 and 30,000 people do a lesser job than a middle manager in
the public or private sector? If a labourer is to be worthy of his
hire then we cannot in conscience argue againsit the increases these
people voted themselves last night. Whad we €an and must insist on
is that we get value/igimou;oney, frem front-bench, back-bench and
the opposition, But that is part of (the wider problem of relating
pay to performance and produeidityity, not only in parlizment but
throughout the society. 4A much, less justifiably increase, I think,
is that on the price %@f suger, especially the brown sugar which is
a staple energy foed for» the poorest sections of the Jamaican societ]
Do yau remember that startling comperison made by Mr., Seaga last
month between the performance of our suger industry and that of
Barbados? They produced 150,000 tons of sugar from 40,000 acres and
six factories; we produce 200,000 tons from 120 acres and 12 factorie
their average factory uses 95 workers, our c&%arable factory uses
457 workers., In other words we are vastly less efficient sugar
producers than they are. Is the answer to this inefficiency really
to doubly tax the hard-pressed Jamaican citizen: once as a comsumer
eand then again as the taxpayer providing the government subsidy?
bus the value of provided the
Increasing/fares beyond/wkax the service/wasxwmrik consumer did not

help the bus company. Will jacking up prices and subsidy help the

sugar ihdustry? Not by itself., The bus company always argued higher
fares to improve service: we know it did not work like that, Goodnigh



Poland: New Turn in a
Deepening Crisis,

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
December 14, 1981, 6,10p.m

and
Good evening: Poland's deepening l6-month—o0ld political/economic

crisis came to a not-unexpected point over this past weekend, In
the early pre-dawn hours of Sunday morning the Polish Communist %
Party leader, Prime Minister and head of the army, General Jaruzelski{
announced the proclamaition of Martial Law as the military quietly i
and effiméeﬁtly took over the streets and the cities and all the 1
sensitive state activities of Polish lifes ~All meetings - except i
religious services - were banned; press eenoship came into force; |
links with the outside world were cut; borderg and airspace were

close, lMost of the leaders of the Solidaryty trade union were roundedi
up in the port city of Gadansk while they were planning further !
protests and demonstrations, Those who were not rounded up ix called\
for an immediate nationwide general strfke., But reports out ofWarsaw
this morn;ng suggest that there was no general strike: a few fhousand
workers did indeed not turn up for work; but all the utilities, |
particularly the highly sensitive public transport system, were

reportedly functioning normedlyy some twenty-four hours after the

army took over the affairs of Poland, And if this situation holds

L D e il it bt e i ol S e =

for another tweﬁty—four to thirty-six hours then the back of the
Solidaryty Union and the anti-communist movement it was so rapidly
spawning in recent days would be broken with suprising ease. In the
anti-communist worker uprising in Hungary in the 1950s there xa=z
were brief but bloody street battles that involved Soviet troops as

well be*ore that one was put down, And in the Czechoslovakian "ﬁgringJ

time" of communism with a human face of Alexander Iubcek
’

early
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intervention by Soviet and Warsaw Pact forces was critical to
haXting the then 'counter-revolution' which was being led by the
party leader himself, This time around, the crisis has been brewing
for the past 16 months and only came to its point when it became
absolutely clear this past week that Solidarity's ultimate aim was
nothing less than taking political power from the Commugist regime,
As long as Solidarjty was seen as fighting for workers' rights, for
human rights, for better conditions for Polish workers and peasants,
it was difficult for Poland's communist rulers to smash it without
being at the receiving end of worldwide condemnation, including the
all democratic socialists and
condemnation of Western communists and practically/all trade unions
worldwide, By coming out as a political opposition aimed at overthrow=-
ing the communist regime, they supplied that regime with the justifi-
Solidarity
cation which resulted in yeSterday's crackdown., In this sense/brought
about its own downfall by its own clumsiness or miscalaculation: it
could push the regime for as long as it appeared prepared to eperate
within the system, not against it. No political system, rightwing,
leftwing, communist, or capitalist will pgssively allow itself to be
overthrown, If the Polish Government had not itself acted, then the
WaBsaw Pact countries which surround Poland would have done so, no
matter how many warnings came from the West, That this crisis was
allowed to drag out to this point, and then handled by the Poles
themselves, is an indication that the face of Soviet Communism has
undergone some sutble changes and has achieved a greate%flexibility
than it had ten years ago, let alone what it was under the rigid
Stalinist monolith, So all the earlier protests and uprisings were not
in vain; perhaps Solidarity could have helped the process along furth%
if it had continued to pra¢tice its earlier and more delicately

X
sophisticated pressure in the face of overwhelming power., Now, whateve!

§

happens, communist Poland is into an interesting new phase. Goodnightcﬂ

2P



The U.S, Campaign Against Libya

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For brozdcast on Friday
December 11, 1981, 6,10p.m
Good eveming: The United States government has, in recent weeks,
greatly intensified 1its propaganda camappign against the Libyan
leader Muammar Gaddafi. Yesterday, U.S. Secretary of State Alexander
Haig, told America's NATO allies of America's plans to isolate
Libya. And earlier the same day the State Department, through its
most senior officer in the absence of Haig, let it be known that
President Reagan had called on all Americens in ILibya to get out,
0il companies operating there were urged to facilitate their
employees' leaving. And the oil companies themselvesw?;ell as other
American busineeses in Libya, wzrz have for aome time now been’
quietly but firmly pressured by the administration to take their
business out of Libya, Thig latter development began shortly after
the deliberately deaked information out of several sources in the
U.S. intelligence community that Gaddafi had dispatched 'death squad;
to kill the"Americen President and some of his most senidr cabinet
officers, Before this particular 'leak' there had been talk of
killing Gaddafi himself, ©So, in true spy-thriller fashion; you
don't really know who is really planning what and who is to do what,
This ¥s part of the business of confusing things, Is Gaddafi really
out to 'get' the President? Or is it a piece of'disinformation' to
misdirect attention and
/ make it easier to ‘get' Gaddafi? I ask some of these seemingly
cynical gquestikons because some of the moves being made now are
reminiscent of what took place im the early 19508 in what was then
called Persia - now Iran -when a Prime Minjister who was ridiculed
as 'fainting Mossadegh' was first laughed to scorn and then overthrow

g
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and the Iranian &l industry he had nationalised was again restored
%o the control and management of the intgrnational 0il companies,
It was not until some 22 years later thai}came out that that
apparently popular coup which overthrew Mossadegh and restored the
Shah to power had been engineered by a small handful of CIA operativei
at the cost of a very small financial outlay. At that time the world
knew nothing of ‘'covert oper&tions' and no seemingly cynical questions
perceptions
were asked, But times have changed and/xkkmgsx are different, especiafi
in the Third World, So what is behind the American campaign against 1
Gaddafi? I don't think oil is the motive this time: OPEC and national~
~isation are hard facts which nobody questions any more. And Gaddafi,
whom some see as the 'wild man' of the Arab world has not changed in
any new way or done anything dramatically new. So why the drive to
isolate him? If you look at a mapNgﬁfifrica you will see that Libya
shares borders with Tunisa,and_ Algeria to its north and west; with
Egypt and Sudan to its east and south-east; and with Niger and Chad
to its south., Now, Tunisia, Egypt and the Sudan are so-called
'moderate! Ardb states which are pro-American, Niger and Chad, are
black African states, landlocked, near the heart of Africa and
ideologically uncommitted 2nd basically unstable and therefore could
easily be persuaded to lean either to Eagst or West, depending on what
is in 1t for them, ©So, in Tunisia, Egypt, the Sudan, Niger and Chad
you have a constellation ofpotentially pro—American states, if only
Libya and Libya's Gaddafi were not the fly-in-the-ointment., If Libya
were part of the pro-American grouping they would make up a dominant

force in North Africa, and point south to the heart of the continent,

When Sadat died American interests in the Arab world as well as in

North Africea suffered a serious setback., To restore, and perhaps

improve the American positions Geddafi, they think, must be removed.
That is the geopolitics behind the camapign against Gaddafi., Goodnigh'



1) The Politics of Aid
2) The UN Secretary-Generalship
3) NATO War Ministers Meet

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcast on Wednesday
December 9, 1981, 6,10p.m

&0
Good evening: The Trinidad and Tobago representative/xks the current

General Assembly of the Organisation of American States, now meeting
in Cagtries, St., ILucia, is reported as having bitterly denounced

the type of economic aid which undermines the political independence
of those countries receiving the aid, This is.only the latest in a
very long line of calls from Third World spokesmen for what has come
to be known as 'aid without strings', . The trouble is that there has
rarely, if ever, been such a thing a® aid without strings. Sometimes
the 'strings! may not have been very wisible; sometimes they may
have been so unobtrusive as not to be seen at all; but almost
invariably there have been string of one sort or another to any aid
one country has givem %o another. The nearest thing to aid without
strings I can think wof is the type of aid given by the Scandinavians
and the Netherlands: but even Xkmsm this is in persuit of a very
high and sophisticated level of self-interest. The Scendinavians are
wary of ideological entanglements and need customers and trading
partners with whom to do business, and they al;o have the most
highly developed welfare states in the world, and so they want to
export some of the hard-headed deceneies of their own systems. To
varying degrees the Netherlands and, as far as we are concerned, the
Canadians, can also be put into this rough category. But when we
turn to the world great power brokers, to the two super-powers and
the former imperial powers, the strings attached to aid are nearly
always pretty visible. Basically, American and Soviet aid are

clearcut and bedded in political considerations. Both superpowess
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use aid to furtther their political, strategic or economic interests,

the giving or witholding pr size of
At times they use/the aid to nudge recépherts in a certain direction,
or th restrain them or to pressure them, Communist regimes or regimes
which could be nudged and coaxed in that direction, or liberation
movements which are likely to end up with leftist governments are
more likely to get meaningful aid from the Soviet Union than the
United States. Conversely rightist regimes or regimes which could be
nudged and coaxed in that direction, or rightwing opponents of
leftist regimes, such as Angola's Jonas Savimbi and Holden Roberto
are more likely to get American aid, At thisslevel aid is just
another weapon inc%%g/war between capitalism and communism, eeppefaal;
when that cold war is as stepped-up as it has become under the
Reagan administration, So there really is no such thing as aid with=
out strings and the sooner we/all face this, the sooner will we
begin to learn to manipulate those strings fo serve our own interests
since we cannot do wiathout,the aid. Just to bawl for aid without
strings is like whistling in the dark: you can't scare duppy. Next,
this is the timeywof year when the NATO Defence Ministers have their
annual meeting and this time they seem to be in some disarray,partly
because of the énti—nuclear demonstrations in Europe and partly
because of the loose war talk in the Reagn adm@§nistration; and/igzn
the new Geeek government has opted out of the military side of the
alliance., So things don't look so good. We must hope that all this
will sober the Reagan people into realising that international
relations is a much more delicate and complex business than a cowboy

facing an enemy down. And finally a teasing thought., If Don Mills wer:

still our man at the U.N., his standing was such with all sides that
now
he might/have been one of the favourite candidates for the post of

l

Secretary~General, And what a eowp Yor Jamaica, if he had stood and
won! But our narrow party’ politiecs did not allow for this. Goodnight,



Human Rights & Political Democracy:
Charges Before OAS Assembly

NEWE COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
December 7, 1981, 6,10p.m,
Good evening: The General assembly of the Organisation of American
States now meeting in Castries, St. Lucia, is about to deal with
the explosive problem of human rights in the region. The OAS this
past week received a series of draft resodutions on human rights
from the Inter-American Human Rights Commissione And fhose draft
resolutions make it clear that the state of human rights in the
region leaves much to be desired., The security forces of El
Salvador and Guatamala are accused of illegally killing the political
and other paramilitary groups
opponents of the regimes in power; and they/are charged with doing
this with the tacit approval of their governments, And so some
26,000 Salvadoemss have _been killed over the past two years. In
Guatamala, where the,violence is still in its early stages, the
figure of the Human Rights Commission is 2,000 and climbing. The
Commission%$ reseolutions also accuse the Bolivian government of
murdering its opponents, violating ind¥vidual freedoms and stifling
freedom of expression, And it calls on the OAS to urge the govern-
ments of Chile and Argentina to give information on the whereabouts
of the thousands of politieal opponents of these regimes who have
just disappeared. 1t also says that the exercise of political
rights has been limited in Nicarague in spite of plans to hold free
elections there in 1985, On this latter point, we must hope that
the OAS Assembly will discuss the question of whelther it is possible

to have genuinely free elections in a pamXxxxzax climate where

i < : difficult
political rights have been limited. But the more/thexm question

for the OAS assembly, I suspect, is going to be how to handle the
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whole matter of the violation of human rights by regimes which
are otherwise 1in complete accord with United States policy for
this region of the world, These great violators of human rights
are anti-communist regimes; they are regimes which believe in
private enterprise and the free market system. Those whom they
suppress and kill, those whose humen rights they violate are mainly
leftists who, if they were to come out on top, would almost certainly
want to fOllow some variation of the Quban or Nicaraguan road of
development which, generally speakingt;anti—capﬁtalist and would
replace the free merket system by centrally plenned and managed
economies, So what do you do? Do you defend. the humen rights of
people who would upend your political system if they ever gained
power? This is the apparent dilemma facing the delegates at the
OAS asembly in Castries, But is it really such a dilemma? Mr, Caspar
Weﬂgerger, the U.R. Secretary of Defence, upset many West Europeans
last week when he praised the  Turkish military dictatorship because,
he said, law and order must come before humen rights., If a society,
any society, cannot _enforce law and order without violating human
rights then what is the point of it 2all? What is the point of the
rule of law? The Americans understand this for themselves in their
own country, which is why they do not kill off even the communists
in their midst, and why they woudd not countenance anything reeembling
eradication
an 'gdication squad' in their own coumtry. For they know that human
rights and political democracy are indivisible. You can't havelone
without the othero ButZigz; seem to know it only for themselves, not
for other folk and other lands. And this, I suggest, is the greatest

weakness of[ﬁmerican foreign poliecy and the one single factor +that

may result in its defeat in th t ' i
y eE§s£%§§%8rf8£dthe hearts and minds of

men. American leaders like FDR and/John Kennedy and Jimmy Carter
under¥ gtood this; which is y Eisenhower stopﬁed t?e fgas'o of the
Sue g and Kenn%dy had a'cold formal nandsheke Ifor dictators who
v1ofa gﬁ uman fights. Goodnight,



U.S-Soviet Arms Talks in Geneva;
OAS General Assembly in St. ILucia:
The Double Standard of International Relations.

NEWS COMMEN T'ARY

For broadcast on Friday

December 4, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: Two very important conferences began this week, One
is between the world's two most powerful nations; the other is
between twemyy~seven mainly poor and leés developed countries, And
one of the world's two most powerful nation's also taking part in
the conference of the Q\T_:enty—seven° The first conference is the

one between the United States and the Soviet Union which‘is aimed

at Working out some sort of acceptable ‘formula by which the two
superpowers can scale down and, perhaps, halt the nuélear arms race,
That, at least, is the ostensible reasson for the U,S.-Soviet Geneva
meeting which is expected to last for months, if not years. Criikes
of the entire notion of theso=called 'balance of terror' on which
the nuclear arsm race is supposed to be based are gggﬁ%f&ﬁieof the
motives and intentions of both sides in these talks. As a German
spokesperson for the anti-nuclear movement in Europe told an American
reporter yesterday: if this balance of terror, if this possession

of nuclear arms is supposed to be our guaranﬁee of peace then why
not put nuclear arms in the Middle East and/;gery other trouble spot
in the world to ensure peace? Not a very logical question, perhaps,
but certainly no less far-fetched than the notion of the two super-
powers arming themselves up to their e&eballs and claiming that they
do this in persuit of peeee. Anyway, the Americans and the Russians
are sitting down together and talking together. And they are doing
this sort of thing in a number of other spheres as well in spite of

the fact that the Russians detest, resent and fear the American

o O e S RN
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capitalist system quite as much as the Americans detest, fear and
resent the Russian communist system. For reasons of self-interest,
for reasons of survival, in hopes of outwitting each other, they
In short, they prxaztizs
talk and deal and do business with each other,/EmtyxixsmizaXiyy
accept and practice a self-interested ideological pluralism. But,
ironically, neither of the two super-powers appear willing to allow
their
their client-states, or/satellites, or (according the the brutally
frank Chinese description) their running-dogs, to practice a similar
ideological pluralism, And so the United States 'representative at
the St, Lucia OAS assembly, no less a person than Secretary of State
Haig himself, is reportedly more interested in whipping the OAS
anti-leftis*
repreeentatives into line behind the anti-Cuban, anti-Nicaraguan /
hard line of the Reagan administration. It is allright for the Americar
\
tc talk to the Russians and do ‘business with them, but not for Americed
clisets to deal with Russia's clients., The justification for all this
is interference., But then, everybody interferes when it suits their
purpose. The South Afrieans have just interferéd in the affeirs of the
Sychelles; earlier they had done so in Angola and Mozambique, The
administration people
Americans interfere’ by/today receiving in Washington Jonas Savimbi who
duly constitated
is trying to overthrow the/Angolan Government with South African help
and secret American arms. S0, just as the communists interfere to
put down opposition and support like-minded groups, so do the cepital-
ists, The Russians do; the Americans do it., It is part of the
hypocracy, part of the double-standard of international relations
that Mr. Hgig will denounce and condemn the interference, real or
trumped up, of the communists in Central Americea or elsewhere but be

silent gbout capitalist interfeﬁ?ce, including that of America itself.

Indications are that many of the OAS delegate8at St, Lucig 2r€ aware

of this double standard from both East and West and Mr., Haig may not
have things all his own way, Goodnight,e



The Problem of Indiscipline

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcast on Wednesday
December 2, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The problem of indiscipline in the society - and the
public preoccupation with it - has loomed very large of late. There
have been strong signs of a2 new, or renewed, determination to put

an end to indiscipline, This has even been given a partisan
political tinge by suggestions that the indiscipline was a by-product
of the policies of the past PNP administration and that bringing it
under control would be a demonstration .‘of fhe basic differenceg
between that past admigistration and - the present JLP administration,
I think myself that this political tinge to the problem is unfortunate
and may yet return to haun%;’especially those of us who are very
seriously concerned about bfinging about discipline within the
society without violating any of the rights and liberties of the
citizens, especially, those of the poor and the weak and the young

in our gkbttoess Already, in the name of restoring discipline, and
the law and oxrder which g0 hand and hand with it, we have witnessed
some questionabig;ézielopments of which the killing of two Kingston
Technical High School students and the wholesale expulsions from
Passley Gardens are only the most dramatic recent examples -~ a sort
of 'tip€ of the iceberg' if you like. There are other worrying
symptoms about: the violence of the vigilante mob on the one hand,
and the violent death of ghetto youth at the hhnds of law enforcement
officers on the other, usually for allegedly pulling a gun or knife
or a stick or in a shoot-out in which eyewitnesses at times deny

that the vietim had any gun. The painful difficulty here is that the

lawlessness is very real and the police often are embattled and in
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danger, So what do we do to come to grips with this very serious
problem of indiscipline and the lawlessness it breeds? Do we try
to cow our joung people into obedience for all to see in hopes that
all would be quiet and submissive? Do we kill off enough ghetto
youth in hopes that others will get the message and stop breaking
the law and finding guns with which to do so? And if we persue this
course, does it matter if we penalise the ingocent with the guilty?
If we kill inmooent youth for where they are and what they look like
rather than for anything they have done? To be sure, this is one way
of trying to cope with indiscipline and lawlessness and any other
form of rebellion, I spent my early childhood in a country where
they enfooced discipline and law-and-order in this manner on the
majority of its citizens., But this is not the Jamaican way, So what
do we do? I suggest, with respect, tnat we begin by trying to under-
stand the nature of the problem we face, I do not think it is a
simple problem with ‘a simple answer such as 'Discipline must be
enforced' or 'law and order must be upheld', Of course., But how?k
And why are we in this state? I suggest that the greatest indiscipline
LAl vors WX s
in this society has, ) traditionally, come from the top. In work, in
getting services, in cutting corners, in jumping queass, in =m fiddle:
of every kind, large or small, the people at the top, the so-called
'elites' have always set the example by getting away with it. When
there were shortages they got the brown paper parcels and never
really went without. And others, especially the poor and the young
aaw this, They saw that you get what you want by pushing and shoving
and, if need be, by shouting and screaming and threatening. And when
they themselves tried it, it worked., Blease don't get me wrong. I am

not saying this is all there is to it. All I am saying is that those

at thy Qgﬁ musgégo a lititle self-examination, self-criticism and
then g%&o sfraté Some £¢ial self-discipline as an example to those

they*would instruct. That is where it should begin, Goodnight,



1) JSA-Passley Gardens Issue Continues
2) U.,S=-Soviet Arms T=lks
3) Constitutionality of Bome Revenue Board Powers

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
November 30, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The Jamaica School of_Agriculture-qusley Gardens-—
and expulsion of the 115 former JSA student;;§g§£1nuesto stir and
simmer and bubble like some self-hesting cauldron that will not be
cooled, Official silence; one-sided reports of what was supposed
to have happened, even branding what happened 'rebellion', just
will not, it seems, let this matter die down. ~Not even the call to
rally behind 'law and order! has succeedéd in dampening the public
disquiet at the mamner of the handling of this matter. Indeed, so
deep has this disquiet gone that, someone has specnlated about one or
the other of our National Herees being the victim of this kind of
situation, After all, most ofrour National Heroes were the victims
of the law and order oftheir day, So perhaps it is time for the

re~think
government to/akanggr its stance of toughmess ' to prove a point',

and try for justice and equit??iggéiﬁﬁo The Jamaica School of
Agriculture Old Students Association has called for an independent
and 1mpartlal inquiry into the matter° I hope the government will
socially
listen to that call and get us all out of af unhealthy and festering
situation, And then, at a later stage, I hope agricultural education
et the level of the JSA will once again be put under the umbrella of
the Ministry of Agricudture where it flourished anfl served Jamaica
so well for so many years, But for now, let justice be done and be
seen to be done; if there is crime, then let the punishment fit the
crime, Punlsh only the guilty; do not, as the Nazis did, punish a
whole village n?‘ggotructlon for the crime of one or five or ten,

And then, if we can put the politics of the business behind us,‘we
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can go back to concentrating on the urgent tasks of developing and
refining the skills we need to feed the nation from the Jamaican
earth and also to earn some of the sorely need foreign exchange to
help turn the economy around. So let us get out of this mess, please,
On the world scene the most important new beginning after more than
two years of silent cold war hostility was tne start of new arms
limitation talks between the United States and the Soviet Union
earlier today., That the two nuclear super-powers are at least
sitting down and talking to each other is important to all of us,
During the time when they were not takking the nuclear arms race
expanded at an alarming rate; and the talk of nuclear war was loud.
I do not think the nuclear arms race will stop because they are
talking; I do think it will slow_@down while the talks go on; and I
do think that the hot talk will be muted. I think we will hear less
of how many cities and how many millions of people can be wiped out
in a 'first strike' if the strike is American, or if the 'strike' is
Russian, And the mmumbers game they will play in their talks will
confuse all but the experts hopelessly. The Americans claim that the
Soviets have more nuclear missliges threatening Europe and the West,
The Russians, with equally impressive statistics, claim that there

American &
are more/Western nuclear weapons threatening the Soviets and their
allies., Amnd each will try to outsmart the other. This is the point of
depatture; but at least they have started talking and are thus a
little less likely to start shooting during the months and yeaﬁga:%/
And finally, the Opposition in the Senate on Friday raised one or
two disturbing points when the government Revenue Boaﬁg}i981,was
debated, My first question is: if there are sections of the Act

Constitutional
which could violate the/rights and freedoms of the individual, why

were these not challenged by the Opposition in the House of Represent

atives? And will some independent Constitutional Scholar, like Dr.
Lloyd Barnett, please advise the nation on this matter. Goodnight.



1l)Prices, Statistics & Credibility
2) JSA Expulsions - Concern continues
. 3) Politics & Economic Recovery

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast in Friday
November 27, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: A number of local developments during the ccurse of
and a little eaxrlier
this week/should give the more vocal and more uneritical supporters
of the governgent cause to pause and think a little, or so we must
hope. For itz;hese fanatical partisans who at times make the govern-
menté job a deal more difficult than it need bes Thiksg was so with @;
past PNP administration, and this is becoming so~today. The padtisan
as much as
fanatics of the PNP saw anybody who/questioned anything done by the
government it blindly supported as saboteurs and capitalists. Now
the partisan fanatics of the JLP see anybody who questions anything
as communists end terrorists., And just as this kind of approach did
not in the end serve the best long-—term interests of either the PNP
or the country, so it A@4s not going to serve the best long-term
interests of either the JLP or the country. Take, for instance,
that totally unnegessary reid conducted by the Operations Squad
(more notoriously known as the 'Eradication Squgd') on the offices
of the Canadian University Service Overseas which has been operating
in Jamaica for the best part of twentyAyears° To be sure this service
does not enjoy diplomatic status; but it is a Canadai&n overseas
service which has brought good to Jamaica. So what was the point of
this raid which hurt Jamaican interests and Jamaica's 'image' in
Canada? And who ordered it? And why? And, most important of al]l,did

those who ordered the raid first check with the Ministry of External

Affairs, I suspect that if they had Mr. Shearer would not have been

placed in the unhappy position of having to apologise This is &
S 4 mos

certainly not serving the best interests of either the country or
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the government er the JLP. And this, please note carefully, was
not done by eny of the enemies or the critics of the government or
the JLP, A little less fanatical support, a little less hunting for
political and terrorsst witches, a little more thought and consult-
ation before acting, and Jamaica's interests would have been beé%géﬁ
Then there is the matter of that once so-highly-~fancied word 'credibil
, and successfully so,
ity' which was used/as a kind of all-purpose political stick with
which to beat the-then government, The gap between what they said
and what the people experienced was the great eredibility gap. Now,
the more fanatic partisans are creating it @gain, They blind the
ordinaery citkzens with statistics to show that the cost-of-living

has declined: and yet, those who shop for the basics know thaﬁérices

have gone up, not down., If they are . not to widen the 'cradibility gap!

way
then these statisticians had better try to find some/of reconciling
day-to—-day
what people know from/experience with what the statistics sayg. Or
dater

else what they say/may net be believed, even when it is the gospel
truth. True confidenee is a state that is earned; not commanded,

not ordered, not foreed, not bullied, not frightened into being -
especielly in open/ plural democracies, So political self-interest

as well as the national self-intterest would dictate a deal less
stridenecy from the partisan fanatics if that essentially anti-extrem-
ist and pro-economic betterment vote of October of last year is to
be turned into positive support for positive programmes. And this
process of cool-headedness could usefully begin with a careful re-
thinking of the appreoach to the Jamaica School of Agriculture and
those expelled students., This matter has stirred deep public concerns
and will not die down; a@rtly, I suspect, because of an instfﬁtive

revulsion against the notion of 'eol
Collective punishme
nt,

Goodni_as,



lg Bauxite Situation Eased
2) Diversification & Employment

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
November 25, 1981, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The Prime Minister's announcement, during the course
of yesterday's opening of the tkE debate on the First Supplementary
Estimates, that the United States Government is to buy l.6-million
pre~Christmas
tons of Jamaican bauxite is just about the meit welcome/news that
the embattled bauxite workers could have received, Many of them
would have been apprehensive about being laid-off just before
Christmas - and there was no way of knowing who the unlucky ones
would be, so the anxiety would have extended way beyond just the
number of 413, And there was the uneasy fear in the background that
the Keiser and Reynolds cutback annouhcements were almost bound to
be followed by similar announcements from the other companies. So
the apprehension would have been prefty widespread in the ranks of
the bauxite workers. * And yesterday's announcement largely laid
these fears to rest - for the present at least. But the problems
has not been sedved completedy, as the Prime Minister himself made
clear., The lay-offs - both those announced, a;gﬁfgkely to have been
announced - have been checked for the time being. The balance of
payments and foeeign exchange crisis we would have faced if the
U.S. Government had not decided to buy that l.6-million tons has
largely been averted, And if the U.So.Government were to decided
to make a second similar purchase of Jamaica bauxite next October -

which seems very likely - then we would have a little extra time

in which to try and grepple with the problem of the dramatic downturn

in the demand for bauxite and alumins in Jamaica's traditional market
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One of the hard problems is that Jamaica's traditional North American
reductions
markets sare facing serious peductions ;n demand, All the reports
. an economic
out of the United States speak of/a recession which seems to be
getting worse, Manufacturing is down; car sales are down; the
building industry is in a slump; only unemployment, it seems, is
sharply up. And this is the background against which the bauxite
compeanies in Jamaica are being forced to cutback on production,
When your market shrinks and there is a decline in demand you cannot
indefinitely go on producing the same volume &@&s when your market
This is the nature of the so-call free market economies.
was booming and expending./ Of course there . sre elements of the
inevitable tug-of-war between management and labour at work as well,
In times of boom when increased production is a primary interest
labour usually has a strong hand.and can force all sorts of con-
cessions out of management because management is anxious not to
interrupt production and lese its markets to compet}?ltion° Wgen
things are in recession, on the other hand, it is usually management
that is in a strong position, espettially when it has ample stockpiles
eand can sit out long strikes and shutdowns. And I think we are into
one such situation nowo/gix I think it would be a2 serious misreading
of the economics of our bauxite industry fér any workers ox any of
their unions to see the ngt averted cutbacks as any sort of
deliberate campaign against organised labour: all it is is taking
advantage of an objective situation which favours management in
precisely the same way that unions take advantage of objective
situations which favour labour. I think the workers and their unions
clearly

need to understand this reality/if they are to cope with the new

problems of a new situation., And as for the wider crisis and its

implications for the national econoyy, 1 think we are goingz to ha.vA\E

renew our efforts to sell our bauxite and alumina to more than just
one market. There is a limit to what the U.S. govt, can agSEKBQKQo

4



The Economics of Survival:
1) Budget Balanced, $9,5m Saving; Tax Revenue Up
2) Christmas Works Programme

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday,

November 23, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Jamaica's Parlisment will tomorrow debate the First
Supplementary Estimateé undef the now year-old new administration
of Mr., Edward Seaga. And the figures that have thus-far come out
suggest a welcome new tightening up in the nation's money matters,
The natidn's housekeeping is under vepy strict new management and
the indications are that there is unlikely~tc be any need to turn
to the Bank of Jamaica to finance any budgetery shortfall. This
resorting to the Bank of Jamaica to primt money had, 2s yow know,
become/?egular feature of our budgetary exercise in recent years.,
And this was, of course, one of the'things the JLP had said it
wéuld put an end toc if returned to power, And on this, to nobody's
great surprise I suspect, it has delivered. Mr. Seage came to
power with an established reputation for finesncial management. So
there has been'a savging of some $9,5-million on the original
spending Estimates for thé 1981/82 financial year. And over this
past weekend the Prime Minister told an audience that the government's
revenue collections, mainly from Income Tax, is expected tobe

‘soﬁe $80-million more than was tergeted for. So, over-spending has
been stopped; indeed, planned spending had been cut by nearly
$10-millicn; eand inflows from taxation is up, This all =dds up

to a dramatic turn-around in the naticn's money management., But
this could not be done without an almost ruthless tightening up on

the spending of public money: you haﬁb%o have the government's

tight wages policy and its very strict fisecal conservatism %0 achieve’

" %
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this kind of turn-around, and to maintain it: so public enterprises,
turn a profit and
public utilities, must either/pay their way or justify any subsidy
by overwhelming public service, or else they must be cut adrift.
And so those that have been subsidised for years and that have come
to expect the subsidy almost as of right, are now in crisis: the
bus company and some of the other utilities, the sugar industry and
el s v
a few others.jAnd these are, of course, large-scale employers of
labour and any cutbaeck or any cut-off almost inevitably means loss
of jobs, And as in Britein, and as in the United States, so here
the tightening of fiscal management, the cutting of waste and of
all forms of featherbédding, bears downmost heavily on those on
the lowest rungs of the economic ladder, Another difficulty with us
is th&t our size and our level of national wealth does not allow
for the kind of social security and welfare assistance programmes
which makes being unemployed in Western Europe or North America
tolerable, The unemploizﬁjgg Western Europe and North America often
collects more in unemployment benefit and other welfare assistance
than does his Jamaicen counterpart injjob paying between, say, fifty
and a2 hundred dollers a week. So being unemployed in Jamaica, or indee(
in any Third World country, is a heavier burden for both the unemployet
and the government trying to manage it%s financial affairs with
prudence., Balancing desper:%g}:gedsagainst the harsh requirements of
prudent financial management is difficult and demanding enough within
a politically united society: in a society divided and at war against
itself, that balancing act becomes almost impossible. And prudent
financial management, let us remember, is only one aspect, albeit a
' eAd o
key one, in turning any economy around, There has to be jthe production

and tge hard work from all of us to earn the money that must be

prudently managed. Perhaps this year8s Christmas work will see a

really pooductive and socially useful beginning in thet direction.
Goodnight.



Jamaica School of Agriculture:
The Final Act of Demolition?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
November 20, 1981, 6,10p.m
Good evening: This morning's report over this radio station of the
expulsion of 115 of the 119 students who were transferred fxasm to
the Passley Gardens Agricultural Schood when the Jamaica School of
Agriculture was closed on September 10th, is just about the most
depressing and most distressing news we have had in a very long time,
It has become something of a clich& for us %o talk about our people
being our greatest national and naturél asseﬁ; and, of course, the
more trained and skilled the people, (the greater their value to tﬁe
society and to themselves., And, for Jamaica this is particularly so
in the fieidAof agriculture. 1In the harsh world economic climate of
the 1980s - and it is likely to get worse in the 1990s and onward -
possible :
the countries and peoples. wht achieve the highest/levels of self-
sufficiency in feeding themselves will survive the strains and
pressure in very much better shape than those who are heavily depend-
ent on imported food. And bearing this in mind you wéuld have thought
that the very'last thing we would want to do is to shut off the
acquiring of. greater agricultural skills to any of our young people.
Even if thg young people concerned were at fault and had to be
disciplined - and/;gggeﬁggngy %gﬁmgggéo§2%eizegfeg%giiigizgon%gcghe
satisfaction of very many concerned people ih ‘the society - even

then, this kind of brutal foreclosure on their future should be a

last resort, a final apinful act after all else had patently failed.

Please don't get me wrong, I am not trying to excuse or make little

of any of tane charges of misconduct levedled at the students and



listed in the Minister's statement, But I am asking whaéther the
students' side of the matter had been given a hearing before this
drastic decision was taken, All the available information suggests
that just as the decision to close down the Jamaica School of

Agriculture was taken and carried out without any prioiﬂﬂﬁfcussion
)

or v Uttt e
with the student-body,/even the teqching—body'Lat the JSA, so this

expulsion decision”@s taken without giving the students a chance

to at least try and defend themselves, And I think we need to
former JSA
bear in mind that whatever the behaviour of the/stdéents at Passley

Gardens - and the accounts are conflicting - that behaviour came
what had
out of/xrExxk® happened at Twickenpam Park, -end out of the manner

in which it had happened. There are wery many of us who XzgX think

that in this particular situation you @0 not have all right on one
done
side and all wrong on the other; that everything/and every sx&p move
made by .
/the Ministry of Education was right and proper, and everything done

and every move made by the JSA students and teachers was wrong and
improper., To say this is not to question the fact that the final

does Minister and the
power of decision/restg with the/Ministry of Education: the Minisitry

or informing
can, if it wants to, act arbitrarily and without consulting/either
sfhdents or teachers until after the event, So the question is not
of the right or the power: the question is of the Jjustice and the
fairness and the concern for the long-term social good with which
that unquestioned right and power is exercised., And foreclosing on
the future educational hopes and povospects of 115 young adults who
wanted to complete and refine ﬁheir skillsfin agriculture is a very

serious step. What happens now to this partly trained group of our

greatest national asset? Does anybody care? And is showing how tough

and strong we can be the same thing as good government? And is this
the final act of demolitigg of the Jamaica School of Agriculture which
gained worldwide respect/its séventy-one yearé'?‘ And why? Goodnight.

p——



Reagan on Arms Limitation

NEWB COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

November 18, 1981, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: President Ronald'Reagan's speech on arms limitation
deliver before the Wshington Press Club earliedp today‘was a major
American political move which can be looked a% from a number of
different angles. ‘First and foremost perhaps, it was a very brilliant
move to ease the deep concerns of-the West Europeans over some of
the loose talk of a few weeks ago from American. sSpokesmen, including
the President himself, .You may recall that over/xﬁirNational Heroes
Day weekehd Mr. Reaéan's remarks that a limited nucleay war could

be fought in Europe without necessarily involving all-out nuclear
attacks on each other by America and Russia, resulted in those
massive wavestof anti-nuclear demonstrationslin Western Europe.

And even Vice President Geerge Bush had to commen-t bitterly on the
irony of the West Buropeans behaving as t%ough they had more Fo

fear from the United States than from the Soviet Union when it came
to nuclear wars And then there was Secretary of State Alexander
Haig's statement that the Americans might let off a nuclear device
high up in the Bky to warn any Soviet or Warsaw Pact forces who
might invade any par® of Europe. 411 this went into feeding the
West European worry and concern about what looked like a trigger-
happy América spoiling for a limited nuclear showdown on European
soil. An important, if not the most important, purpose of today's
Reagan statementg Was to set these European fears at rest, Mr.
Reagan told the EuropeanS flatly that no NATO weapons would be used
except in response to an attack., In other words: they will relfaliate

i . They will not launch an attack first.
1T attacked e In this sense

— I ————
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the Reagan statement is an acknowledgement of the European fears
and an assurance that those fears need not be entertained, And
this, like it or not, represents some sort of psychological victory

olh

politicians who are leaders of Europe in the NATO allia@c%nﬁﬁ*zall

for the anti-nuclear forces, certainly in the short run, The

be as relieved as West German¥'s Chancellor Schmidt whose very
political survival seemed at stake over the business of nuclear
weapons in Europe. One of the real catches of the nuclear hopror

is the question: will any retaliation be possible after a first
nuclear strike? And America is now committed not to strike first,
But this, I suspect, might be offset by the political initiative

the Americans have now so firmly seized by the Regqgan proposal to
cancel their Pershing 2 and ground missiles if the Soviets in return
woutbd withdraw their nuclear weapops from Europe., Only the experts
can really tell what is involved here; but it is, on the face of it,
an excellent progaganda point which could easily be used to put the
Soviets in a bad light. If the Sovie®really do have an advantage of
6 to 1 in weaponry over the NATO forces then they will ohbioﬁsly
have to give much more in any such deal as Reagan proposed. And if
they refuse to do so then, I suspect the Americans hope, the West
Europeans will brand the Russians as the real warmongers and nuclear
cowboys., Whether the Americans can make this kind of propaganda
work with the highly sophisticated and politically savvy West EuroPBag
is another matter again. But I suspect that the Russians are going
to have to make some sort of matching gesture if only to try and
avoid being blamed by the Europeans for any further nuclear build-up.

And perhaps, just perhaps, by this kind of playing on the wish of
eac§ superpower to want to be seen as peace-monger, West Europe may

be turned into a nuclear-free zone.




People, Politics & Economic Development

NEWS COMMENTARY

F6or braodcast on Monday

November 16, 1981, 6.10p.m.

Good evening: The menner of the death and burial of the two
Kingston Technical High School students, and'the two young policemen
who were ambushed in Vinyard Town, has provoégd the kind of reaction
and disuwussion in the scociety which tells us that a very raw nerve
in the Jamaican body politic has been laid bare., Bishop DeSouza,
the Reverend Cenon Smythe and Mr. Robert Lightbourne, among others,
have all commented on aspects of this mattér, And, in fairness let
it be remembered that almost all those  who deplored the manner of
the killing of the two students also/ deplored the killing of the two
young policemen with equal concern and firmness., And the Jam@ica
Council for Human Rights has again, in the light of these and other
recent happenings, reminded us.of its long-standing call for the
estdblishment of what it.calls a 'proper' Citizens Complaint Board.
And daily, our.twe radio stations have, through their invaluable
call-in programmes, given us some measure of how deeply many citizens
are concerned about the killings, whether by elements in the police
or by the lawless ones, and about the continuing and at times bitter
divisions within the society., And ybu know something, if we do not
succeed in healiqg or at least minimising these dgvisions, and if

we do not bring the killings under control, our chances of achieving
the economic turn-about that we all say we went will be that much
more difficult. OSo what are we to do? First, I suggest, we had

better all of us try to get away from the intensely partisan postures

which tend to divide the nation into 'friends' and 'enemies', into

those who voted 'for us' and those who voted 'against us'., For one
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thing far too meny people who traditionally support the PNP voted
year the

for the JLP lest/October, and to miss/Xkxx significance of this is,
I think, to completely miss the nature of the mandate this government
was given by the people. So let there be an end to the propaganda of
divisgveness, Every citizen has the Constitutional right to freedom
of association: it is not a crime, it is not subversive, it is not
un-Jamaican to be a member of any political party - be it capitalist,
socialist,communist or agy other 'ist', And guilta, let us remember,
is related to wrong-doing which is established by due process of
law, Under our system only a court of law can determine a person's
guilt or innocence., And we abuse and we undermine the stability of
our system whenever we try to bypass this cardinal principle. And
none of us;, no matter who we are or what position we may occupy, are
above the law and can bypass®the rule of law without damaging and
undermining¢%£gﬁgg&stemo Nething justifies the breaking of the law:
not need, not poverty, not political interest, not ideological

ynnot the holding of power. and our Comstitution
infesest/ And this ‘is. So because our system/does allow for change
within the law. Thewonly justification for ever going outside the law
i8 if there is\no way of getting rid of a great injustice or a great
tyranny or a manifest evil within the Xaw framework of iﬁi;lgio And
this is why not even the police must take the law into their own hands
And this is why I hope we will have a €@omplaints Board. And I +think
such a Board could, for both convenience and effectiveness, come
under the department of the Director of Public Presecutions., But the
really important thing is for all of us to try and rediscover the
the key things_that unite us and make us one community of free people,

differing inL?utlook, disagreeing on some things, but united in

respect for our laws and for the rights and freedoms and responsibili-

Without this there is no real progre
they confer on each citizen of Jemaifa, / Goodnight b
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America & the World:

1) Haig & Central America
2) Bush & West European Allles

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
November 13, 1981, 6.10p.m
Good evening: At one point during the course of yesterday's
Congressional hearings in Washington on American Foreign policy,
a Congressmean invited U.S. Secretary of State Aiexander Heig to
make it clear that the United States would not seek to overthrow
or to destabilise.Nicaragua° Mr. Haig refused to give any such
assurance; and the Congressman remarked‘that if he were a Nicaraguan
start preparing

Mr. Haig's answer would alert him to/kmxpxmgaxsk for the worse.
And so the reports and rumours which have been circulating for weeks
now that Americe was contemplating some sort of military action -
possibly =a blocade aimed at Cuba and Nicaragua for their alleged
sfipport of El Salvador - were giveﬁ a certain credence from the
very highest qmgarters iﬁ Washington itself., In face of this it is

. as propaganda
no longer easy’todismiss/the repeated Cuban charges that America
was planning aggression against Cuba, Indeed, the general talk i=
xialinformed political circles is that Mr. Haig's refugal to rule
out the possibility of military action by the United States in
Central America is pér% of 8f plan to go onto the offensive against
the so-called leftist and progressive regimes and movements in Central
America and the Caribbean, Cuba and Nicaragua are seen &s examples
of what could happen and of what is possible if popular massqéased

leftist groups are allowed to come to power, So the containment and

undermining of Cuba and Nicaragua are seen as key elements in

stopping the leftist spread in Central Americse 10 this end there is

even talk of the Organisation of American States setting up its own



military force in order to contain the left in Central America. In
theory this force would only come to the aid of governments threaten-—
eg;'external'subversion‘; but, as that very highly respected American
journalist, I.F. 8tone said in New York a few days ago: "The struggke
in Central America is one of a land-owning aristrocracy 3o retain
ignorent cheap labour. When labour complains it is blamed on outside
would not be
agitators"., So it/x=xmamx difficult to find iexternal subversion'
behind any popular protest and invoke intervention once such a force
members of
is set up. All this was there as a kind of backdrop yesterday as/
that Congressional hearing Questioned Secreary of State Haig about
U.S. foreign policy. And the Europeams and Asians and Africans and
others who were far from Washington gﬁz/zgeconcerned over Americen
foreign policy as any American, because4that policy affects them alﬁ%
were not comforted much by the apparent Americen determination %o
confront and smash down so-called leftist subversion in any corner
of the world. It was this cold comfort that most West Europeans find
with current American foreign policy that led American Vice President
George Bush to remark recently that the Kremlin was succeeding in
per8uading many people in Western Europe that they had more to fear
from the United States than from the Sovied Union, It is of course
not Soviet propaganda that has succeeded, The Europeans are much too
politically mature for that. What has succeeded in frightening the
Europeans, and others, is what I.F, Stone described as ' a dangerous
new mood of "machismo abroad" building up in the United States', It is
4 state of mind in which *the good guys' patrol the world like quick-
draw stiff-legged mamshalls seeking out the 'bad guys to drop 'em.

The catch is that this kind of trigger-happiness,; or its bluffing

equivalent, can in today's world set the whole earth on fire, All it

needs in one miscalculation, one badly called bluff, Goodnight



1) Trinid

ad after Eric Williams
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NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

November 11, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: One of the measures of the gquality of any man's
leadership is what comes after him: and by that measurelthe massive
electoral victory of the People's Naticnal Movement in Trinidad
yesterday tells us & great deal about the quality of leadership

Dr. Eric Willisms gave to his country for a quarter of a century
until his deathvearlier_this year, For the People's National Move-
ment was the creation‘of Eric Williems in,a way that no Jamaican
politidal party can be said to be the creation of any one man,

The PNM was literally made by Eric Williéms alone, and without any
little group of like-minded friends and supporters to back him up/_
in the beginning. I still remember the sight of the self-contained
little men all by himsedf on that platform at the'University' of
Woodford Square, whexre the People's Naticnal Movement was born out
of a series of lectures he gave when that was the only way he could
reach his people: and what a way it was! He assumed that his people
were adult and mature enough to be closely reasoned with; and he
reasoned with themo/ézxzisliterally an open-air university where the
great scholar expleined the social, political and economic problems
of the country in a world context, without talking down to his
audience and without making any kind of concession to political
platform showmanship. He spoke clearly, quietly, simply, without
gestures and without raising his voice, And his people listened as

I have not seen political audiences listen in any other wountry I

have visited. I remember wondering at the time, as I watched and

listened, just how far Eric Williems would%et with this brand of



political austerity, The people he was up against in th®sedays were,
after all, highly colourful, astute and, when meed be, ruthless

. politics mid-
political operators, Coleonizl Trinidad/in the/1950s was dominated

and largely ethnic

by a number of toughminded/political chieftains of whom Albert Gomes
was perhaps the best known outside., The whegling and dealing had
racial and reldigious overtones and with some of the finest colour
gradations I had encountered., Politics and money went together and
I still recall the great displeasure, verging almost on fear with
which a certain Colonial Office type spoke about anzsxx Indian
millionaire who was both a religious and poditical leader and had
connections with Indian sugar workers.as well. How, I wondered,
would Eric Williams who was disliked /by both the British and the
Americans , stand up against_these tough cookies who had all the
goodies to give away in exchange.for votes, Well, we have known
the answer for a long time now, He outfought them all and he
straddled Trinidad politics as no other Trinidadian had, When he
died earlier this year, I remembered how it was before he geained
power, and there .were some indications that things might return to
what they were before he took over. There were signs of the emerging
of the racial politics with its religious and tribal undertones; and
you had the money politics; and you had khe sprouting of parties as
vehicles to power for ambitious men, And he had been in power long
enough for all the failures and shortcomings of the moment to bury
some of the great achievem#sts., So for me the question was whether
that broad political structure which he had created, the People's
National Movement, which cut across race and class and colour and
seX and religion, whether ths4 structure would survive kix without

him. If it did survive him then it meant he had laid foundations

that went deeper than the men. And this, it seems, is his proud legaey
to his people. Goodnight,



Reaction to Sugar Co-ops Closure
The Dilemma of the Rule of the Gun
Drying~out & the Utilities
International Notes
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

November 8, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The weekend drying-out process after‘last week's
heavy rain has not been helped by the state bf our utilities., We
have experienced massive electricity outages —*in our neck of the
St. Andrew .Hills people had no currént yesterday ffom the time they
wdke up until about half-past five in the evening;-which was some-~-
thing in the fegioﬁ of a streiaght twelve~hour stretch., And water
was not much better; most.of us were without all day and only got

a triékle in the evening, And it is not easy to clean up and dry
out without light and.watero' And, yoJ.know, our utilities are
going to have to do very much better if that hoped-for good winter
tourist season 1is to be the kind of success which brings visitors
back again., People in search of rest and relaxation are not going
to . spend their hard-earned money in places where they are often
short of light and water., So having utilities that function well
is more.than Just'a matter of your comfort and mine,” importa,t as
.that is; it is also an impoftant prart of the effort to eagn our
economic troubles away., Electricity, water, transport and communicat-
ions are essential components in the effort to turn the economy
around; and right now they are not really pulling their weight, I
have not, for instance, been able to make a telephone qéll from my
phone since the 19th of June of this yearf?? 32; have to put up with
this kind of gervice: but no visitor has to, and most visitors will
just not return if they are subjected to this kind of service. Then

there was the depressing news of the ambushin%and killing of the two



young policemen in Vinyard Town last Friday. All the information
suggests a careful and deliberate plan to murder. And coming after
all the other gun-killings of recent days and weeks it does look as
though the rule of the gun threatens to replace the rule of law in
the society, The really hard dilemma of the gun is the way in which
it feeds on itself, When the lawless ones can set up and ambush #6r
a police petrol and kill two of ité members it is difficult to
expect the police not to want to shoot first and question after, And
yet, when the police shoot first and question after you may end up
with the kind of killing which snuffed out the“lives of those two
young Kingston Technical High School students. So where do we go
from here? What do we do? How do we handle what has now become an
ugly and dangerous situation which feeds on itself, in which gumn-
killing beget gun-killing? Ifiwe arm the police to the teeth and let
them loose what is to prevent the lawless ones from doing the same?
And how many more inmocent ones must be gunned down in persuit of

the lewless ones? Andwwhere will it end? And what becomes of the

rule of law in the face of the barking guns? Ultimately, the only
answer is the return to due procees where/gzi courts, and only our
courts, determine guilt o® innocence., The hard question, the question
which is going to test to the full the good sense and abilities of
the political directorate, is how to move from/gﬁiie we are now to
that desired position where only our courts dispense Justice., Let us
pray that we do this within the contdxt of our democracy. And finally
the sugar workers co-ops. As expected, reaction to the closure was
strongly agains$, especielly among the older sugar workers as yester=—
day's Exposure programme made clear., But you cannot just say that a

loss of $82.6-million is not a sufficient reasonec benkruptey, no matte:

who is to bleame, is always a sufficient reason for closing a i
This is the sad but inescapable reality. Goodnight, o bu81ness°‘

J



After the Raim

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
Nove,ber 6, 1981, 6,10p.m
Goéd evening:- After the terrible wetying we have just been through
most Jamaicans will welcome the weekend to.try anddry out and get
~back to normal: and for some of ué it is.going to need all of this
wéékenq and some more to come to grips with flooded homes and
damaéed furuﬁrtnlé and‘appliances.° One worries perficularly about
low=1ying pléces like Portmore. The last couple of déys Have under-
seored the ecritical importaﬁce of the Prime Mihister's announcement
on Tuesday of this week
in parliament/that Portmore would have a major drainage system built.
Thet is something that cannot come too goon. And our roads, especialg
in the Corporate Area, have not_é%ood up as well as most of us would
like, One result is that most people experi@kénced some dreadful delays
in getting from hoé@ to work @nd back; and it was particplarly hard
on thg children, ©The great bleséing was that there were no reports
of major and fatal.road accidents, and if this‘Loldsl’if there are
;o late reports to. upset this, then we will‘have come thraugh this
_particular spell of Ead weather inereasonably good shape as far as
life and limb are concgrned. And for all the loss and damage we can
be thankful that it was not worse, that Katrina did not hit us
directly., And I think we ought to note, too, the quiet speed and
efficiency with which all the agencies dealing with disasters and
relief went onto the alert. So, while we dry/gg;selves and our
possessions let us remember that there is much to be thankful for.

we got
It could have been much worse., Instead of just the wetting /and

the damage it brought, the storm could have passed much closer

causing much greater damage; or, it could have hit us directly and
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brought us the most terrible grief. So we have good reason to

count out blessings. But while we count out blessings let us take

note of the weaknesses in our system which\ﬁgikshown up by the heavy
ease with

rain, And the relative/wmakmexs which so mmhy of our roads break up

is one of our greatest weaknesses, If you look at the damage caused

T A ;_r')i,./\;\:’ AAp—?

to roads by yesbterdsy!s downpour and then imagine what it would be
like if the downpour waﬁé two or three times heavier and accompanied
by either a closer passage or a direct hit by a hurricane, you can
imagine how much worse it would be. And anything worse than we have
now would mean a mashed up road system, And this is not a danger
that we are only now facing., It has beenwith us for years; and for
years we have been relatively lucky. -Storms have passed us; storms
have come and looked as though they were going to hit and then,
somehow, they have turned away and spared us the maximum damage they
were capable of, And this has happened so often that some of us

have come to believe that we are more blessed than other people in
other islands. And (perhaps we are: perhaps there is someone up there
looking after us in _a very special way. But I am not sure that gives
us the'right to become careless about our own safety and security.
The?iiin%hat the Lord ha2éps those who help themselves applies here,
I think. Sooner or later, one of those storms will not veer away or
pass us by and if we are not prepared for it, if our roads and houses
and gullies cannot stand up under the full force of a hurricane

then we will be in bitter trouble indeed., Our engineers know what
to do about the roads; our builders know what to do about the houses;
those who plan against disasters know what to do to minimise loss and

damage., It is up to us to ensure that that promised remedial road

programme is earried out seriously and carefully and is not yet
another piece of contract or fish-head polities. The national intersst
demands it before we are hit by a storm. Goodnight,



End of Sugar Workers' Co—operatives

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
November 4, 1981, 6.10p.m.

Good evening: Phe announcement by the Minister of Agriculture of

the shutting dowﬁ of the Sugar Workers Co-operatives.coﬁés as no
surprise., @he Co-oper#tives - and indeed the entire.sugar industry -
%ave.sustgtnﬁed ;omq grievously heavy losses in recent years, At

the same time we have experienced a steady deeline in sugar product-
ion, It was, in fact, costing more and*more to produce less and less
siugar° So drastic meésures had 'to be %taken if the decline was to ?e
halted. And the ending of the sugar éo-operativeézis one of those
dfastic measures, For thosei.of wus who believe in the co-operative
principle - and there are millions such throughout the Western world-
the death,of-any cé—operative is always sad. But however sad it is

I really do not see what else the government cbuld have done in the
face of the staggering losses of the co-ops. We are told that the
cé-ops now have debts amounting to over $82-million, And I think that
those bebple who talkg so easily about 're-orégnising' the sugar
cbhops had bétter ask themselves~who would ?e prepared to‘carry

that debt burden and, in addition, pump more milliéns.into trying

to make the sugar co-ops viable, I don't think the Jamaicaen tax-
payers would be willing to.do so: and I doubt whether the majority
of sugar workers themselves would be ﬁ}epared.to take on that kind

of burden., 'So, an excellent, enligntened_and progressive idea has

to be werapped because it has turned out to be a hopeleés failure

in practise., The sugar co-ops are dying because those who ran them

bungled the process and turned a thing of noble ideals and objectives



into a miserable and disastrous economic mess., And no matter how
noble or lofﬁy or high-minded any idea may be if it is not carried
out successfully, if it is not properpy executed, if it fails, it
is of no practical value, And if it fails at the kind of staggering
cost shown by the sugar co—opg debt load then it becomes a disaster
and a burden. And this, I think, is perhaps one of the most telling
criticisms that can be made, and that has been made, against the
previous regime., Again and again it has come up with excellent ideas
and then messed them up hopelessly by the poorest, most inept and,
at times not-all-together-honest management: often it has allowed
self-serving individuals to debase it reputation in the marketplace.
And thus some of its most noble ideas =~ such as the sugar co-ops, and
public ownership of public transport — have ended up as heavy burdens
on the public purse., And to the extent that these noble ideas have
in the public mind

come to be associated /with mismanagement and failure and heavy
financiel losses they have been given & bad name. And so the very
socialism in whose name these things were done has been given a bad
name: and deservedly so on performance. Co-ops of all kind can and
have succeeded inthe United States, Britain and Western Europe; so
has public ownership of public transport. So the failure isrgii}zn
the ideas but in the execution. The hard question is: Have the PNP
brand of socielists dearned from their failures? Have they learned
shes Mg sounding Lisals oos, R0k, SN Datunye ATser a yosr Lnoppost sk

and/zggzrof their reactions to the end of the Sugar Workers co-ops
I am not so sure. And I am not so sure that the workers in these

heavy-loss enterprises have yet fully learned the lesson that every

enterprise, whether publicly or privately-owned, must either pay its

way or die: there is no ideology about this one. Goodnight.



Of Friends, emies and Interests:
A Foreign Polky Perpsective
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Good evening: While most of us were preoccﬁpied’with the pros and
cons of the Jamaican Government's decision to break off diplomatic
relations with Cuba, a éomplex and subtle shift of American Middle
Eastern policy was starting to fall into place in Washington, And
though, at first tlush, it is difficult to see @ny connection between
America's foreign policy in relation to the Middle East and Jamefca's
breaking of relations with Cuba, there is a ccnnection which has to
do with states of mind and the pePeeption of interests, which are
the backdrop to all foreign policy decisions: and I think it miéht

be wise for our leaders to poﬁder this connecfion as we move further
away from the type of non-aligned foreign policy persued by the
previous administration. So let us explore the possibiligy of such a
connection by examining the beginnings of this Americen policy shift.
Saudi Arabia, some time ago, proposed an altgrnative plan to the one
known as the Camp David process., The Isrselis were opposed to it;
Anwar Sadat was still alive; aﬁd Ame}iéan poldicy had Egypt under
Sadat as the cornerstone in the Pusiness of dividing the Arab states
into '"moderates' and 'dé4xtremists', with Sadat as the number one
'moderate' who would gradually lead the othér 'moderates' into first
a peace, then an alliance, with Israel and, finally perhaps, a united
front af against the 'extremists', In this scenario America would be

the backerg supplying the economic aid and military hardware. In this

context the Americans showed no interest in the Saudi plan which

proposed that all the Arab states participated in finding a solution

T



to the Palestinian problem by way of establishing an independent
Rigesidnian state, after which the right of all states in the region
to exist, would be guaranteed. So the Seamdi plan looked dead. But
then, less than a month ago, on October 6th, Sadat was killed., And
for all the talk abomt what a great statesman he was, and about his
great initiatives continuing with full American backing, U.S. planners
quickly and quietly began to explore other foreign policy options,.
They were acting off the bedrock principle that when it/;gﬁisdown to
the nitty-gritty, a country has neither friends nor enemies, only
interests., And the conclusion seems to have been reached that the
Camp David process had run its course as the best instrument serving
Americen interests in the lMiddle Ess8t., Egypt, under its new rulers
seemed ready to rejoin the Arab family Sadat had so deeply divided.
And American interests dictate that she adjusts and adapts in order
to be gble to go on doing business in the fast changing new climate.
It is the same kind ©f change of political gear that made it possible
for the arch~anti-eommunist Richard Nixon to open the way for relataon:
with China after over thirty years of isatation. And so not even the
powerful pro-Israeli Jewish lobby could stop*he Sale of AWACS +to

In the crunch,
Saudi Arabia./%he perceived American national interest was clearly
more important than any commitment to Israel., And this is of course
why the Europeans continue to mount their anti-nuclear demonstrations
which could bring down some European governments in the days ahead:
in a crunch, nations have no friends, only interests; and they serve
their own interests. And so if, three o® five or ten years down the

line, it suits American interests to normalise relations with Cuba,

we with our knee-jerk anti-Cuban responses may find ourselves out in

the cold, but on a grander scale than the loss Of the sale of a millio

tons of bauxite to the Seviet Unionand the free service of Cuban doctoz
Its all a matter o§?serv1ng our ovﬁ—long-term interests, Goodnight, 4
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The JLP's First Year in Power:
A Perspective on Deliverance

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
October 30, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Todéy marks the first anniversary of the Jamaica
Labour Party's massive elecoral victory of last October 30 when the
ILP iiterally.wiped the floer with the PNP. .The JLP, you will |
remember, ceampaigned-strongly on PNP 'miamanagément', on the communisg
threat inherent in the PNP's close relations/with Cuba and the

Cuban Ambaasador's alleged involvément in/ the internal affairs of
-Jamaica,.on crime and violence, on the bad relations between the-
then government and the security foreces, and, most important, on
the grafe economic problems of the country, 'In'the populaf par tisan
graffitt of the day I.M.F., megnt 'It Manley Fault' and some very
low and nasty blows were struek by both sides though, looking back,
I think some'of us really plumbed the dgpths in the personal smears
against Manley with those against Seaga only fractionally less nasty,
Ané when it was all‘over af the end of this day a year ago Deliver-
ance had come and raised empectations were riding high., And you
will.remember‘that one of the first acts of the new Government was
to call on the government of Cubea to.wi%hdraw its ambassador to
Jamaica. Now, om its first agﬁieensa;: in power the government of
Jameica has severed diplomatic relations with Cuba. The timing fits
in too neatly with the anniversary celebrations to be a coincidence,
So the anti-Cuban drive can now be said to have been completed, The
threat of the

/Cuben involvement in the internal affairs of Jamaica, whether real

or not, has now been eliminated. So from here on it would be difficul-

to use Cuba as a propaganda scapegoat in our internsal politics, What
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effect this break will have on our regional and Third World associat-
ions only time will show, And the 1l$nking of the PNP with the whole
matter which led to the break is really not all that different from
the PNP, when it was in power, linking the then opposition JLP with
ellegations of CIA involvement in the internal affairs of Jamaica,
In both cases it was and is hard to know where concerns of national
interest and nationek security begin or end where partisan ideological
point-scoring begin or end., What is a great pity is that our
parlisment is being made to appear to be the forum where the guilt
or innocence of accused individuals is to be settled, So let us
repeat the call that what has become known as the Paul Burke affair
be dealt with by our courts of law, That is where individuals are
supposed to be teied and convicted or discharged., Not in parliament
and not in the press, ©Still, .the Cubans have now been removed and
this can be marked up as a success for Year One of Deliverance,
Another success, I thigk, is the relative easing in violent crime,
especially political wviolent crime. And for me personally & signal
success is the very marked muting of the screaming and shouting and
sneering and jeering and personal abuse and character assassination
which passed for political debate. Who takes credit for this part-
icular success is anotheV¥question again, I do not think the report
is in yet on better management. The disease of 'mismansgement!®
identified by the JLP in opposition are still very much with us, and
we have seen some awful and unnecessary bungling of late. So I
suggest we wait and see if we can come to grips with 'mismanagement!
in Year Two of Deliverance, And I think Jamaicans are being a bit

unfair in complaining about not seeing the fruit or seeing too little

of the fruit of Deliversnce. 1 think the government has been very

clear on the meatter, Deliverance must begin at the top and trickle

down, So those at the bottom must wait until those at the topg have
had enough for some to trickle down. That's what we vo&ed fﬁﬂ.laSt Oe ty
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1) JOS & Learning From Our Mistakes

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

October 28, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: " This morning's Roadbeat programme on this station
gave us the very revealing answers of some JOS workers themselves
on how to deal with the problem of the future of the JOS. There
were a number of suggestions but the main one, given by three or
four of those quesﬁioned, was to return the bus company to private
hands like those of the Enélish company which ' ran the JOS before
the government take-over of 1974, Some «f the other answers were:
get rid of the robots and minibuses so people will have to use

the JOS; pump more public money into  getting more buses; and,
rather half—heartedly, I thought, let the workers run the buses.,
As-far as the troubles of the J0S are concerned they were due to
weak menagement whichtallowed the unions. to dominate and dictate
to itz The one thing not one of those workers seémed prepared to
entertain was the possibility that their own poor performance may
have had a critical beariﬁg on the troubles of the J0S, In this
sense % seems that the JOS workerd have learned nothing from their
own experiiémpesg. And those who do not learn from experience - be
it their own experiences or the experiences of others - are doomed
to make the same mistekes over and over and over again., And it is
this that makes the JOS situation such a depressing affair., There
really was no need for this kind of collapse. All that was needed
to avert it was for the workers at the JOS to do their jobs at least

as adequately as those jobs were dorR when the company was privately

owned, Indeed, the pay and fringe benefits under private ownership

were not as good as they became under public ownership; and, most

TS — ,,.mu_m
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importent, job security became something of & sacred right under
public ownership. You would have thought that in these circumstances
of good pay and excellent fringe benefits and freedom from th%fear
of losing his or her job the JOS worker would perform at the level
that we are told the happy and contented worker is capable of, Instead
a poor service went from bad to worse; and if any of the workers or
tc them

their unions worried about what would happen/as the company sank
deeper and deeper into the red, they did not let on., They behaved
as though the feeding treef would never die even after they mashed up
its roots. So what private investor would now want to take up the
mashed up JOS and its enormous debts? And when will the workerS gface
the brute fact that they are as responsible, if not more so, for
the collapse of the JOS as anybody else. I do not myself think the
fault is in public Ownership? I think the utilities should be publifly
owned, I think the fesult lies inthe general attitude of most Jamaican
workers to public ownerShip. They tend to see public ownership as
providéng a free and easy ride, especially in the context of having
the bvacking of & strong trade union movement., Anything publicly owned
they seem to think, does not have to pay its way and turn a profit:
if it gets into trouble the public purse will bail it out; and they
seem to forget that the public purse really means your pocket and mine
Until the workers of the JOS and indeed of all utilities and govern-
ment-owned companies learn/iiis lesson that they have to pay their

turning
way by either/xmxm a profit or providing the quality of service that
amounts to profitability they will, sooner or later face the kind

of collapse the JOS is now facing., And starting afresh is never the

same as continuing something which has been working well. And the

workers who have had a share in the COllapSGOf one enterprise are

most unlikely to be called to teke part in any new one. So whatever

happens in public trd%port, the prospects are bleak for the JOS workers

Go, . .
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1) Europe's Anti-Nuclear Demonstrations
2) Greece Joins the Non-Aligned

NEWS COMMENTARY

For brosdcast on Monday

October 26, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: 1Iwo events dominated the weekend news., Both took

place &n Europe; and each represents a serious setback for global
American foreggn policy. The first was the massive wave of anti-
nuclear demonstrations which swept through .the main cities of

Western Europe like a wild bfushfire., The second was the confirmation‘
by lMr. Addeess Papaﬁdreéou, the new Greek Priﬁe Minister_Whose
Pan-Hellenic Socialist Movement gained electoral power last week,
that Greece would withdraw from NATO's military wing, that Greece
would renegotiate the matter of the maintaning of American bases on
Greek soil, that Greece would accord diplomatic status to the P.L.O, -
( the Palestine Liberation Organisation), and that Greewe would

move from being politieally aligned with America and the West,, to
being non-aligned.’ “dIn short, Greece will cease too%ZZﬁiTO's last

two forward bases on the edge of the Soviet bloc., Until the fall of
the Shah of Iran Greece, Turkey and Iran were NATO's eyes, ears and
forward military posts on the edge of the Soviet Union and its Warsaw
Pact allies., When the Shah fell only Greece and Turkey were left:

now Greece is opting out and only Turkey is left., And how long Turkey
will remain as the now isolated and lonely member of NATO in that
volatile part of- the world is anybddy's guess, What is certain is
that the latest develbpments in Greece represent a major setback

for United States policy in the area, Mr. Papandreou has been very

careful and diplomatic abou$ it all: he has been neither threatening

nor provoc#divee., He has assured the Americans that he will not act

unilaterally on the matter of the American beses, He wants to start
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renegopiating the terms for the bases early in the new year: and the
two/ggigzi he has stressed are the duration of xke existing agreement
and the right of the Greek @overnment to full information on what is
going on at the bases. The Greek Government, he said, cannot be in
a position of having diplomatic relations with a country and be
ignorant of the likelihood of that country being attacked from Greek
s0il, I think this last point is going to be a really tough one for
both the Americans and their NATO allies., And when some American
reporter suggested to Mr. Papaddreou that it sounded as though he
was quitting the Western camp in favour_ of the Soviet bloc, he said
flatly that Greece was not simply switching from one power bloc to
the other; Greece was joining the non—aligned world., And whether the
suppoé;ters of power blocs believe it or not, the non-aligned movement
is very real, and it is growing, .and it is, increasingly, refusing to
be used or manipulated by either of the two main power blocs. This

or choose not to
is something that most Cold Warriors either cannot or will not/believe
Which is why the. seem mot to know what to make of communist Rumania's
President joining Europe's anti-nuclear movement by calling on both
the United States 'and the Soviet Union to withdraw their nuclear
weapons from Europe. The hard fget is that genuine non-alignment
transcends ideologies: it includes regimes from the far right to the
far left; the unifying factor is the refusal to be used gnd manipulatec¢
by the super-powers, those demonst tions which swept across

WS to Nug . ALy

Europe over this past weekend ere not either aniit-American or pro-
Soviet, as some would make out; the Europeans were, quite simply

do
being pro-themselves., They d#d not want their lands to be turned into

nualear battlefields to the greater glory of either capitalism or

communism, of either East or West. Sooner or later, as in Greece last

week Europe S polltlcal leaders will get the message from their peepj.
—== : 22 e, too late, Goodnlght




Cancun & Third World Poverty:
The Politics of Economic Aid

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast om Friday
October 23, 1981, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: The meeting of & the representatives of 22 rich
and poor-nafions at Canwvan in Mexico was designed to seek a frame-
negotiations
work for what has been descrlbed as 'global/mEgmiatismz on Third
World poverty!': and on the face of it the meeting has ended on what
appears to be a note of success, American Preéident Ronald Reagan
has agreed to such global negotiations - but with a very, very big
proviso which would in effect ensure that the New International
Econ6mic Order for which the Third World is calling would go oﬁ
being a distant, unrealiseable dream. Mr,'Reagan/:iisthird World
countrle:?grappleng with the problem of poverty by 'freeing up'
their economies and inviting more private investment by creating
conditions that would attract private investors into putting their
money into these countries; He wants no new international financial
or aid institutions to be set up; and he wants the IMF and the
World Bank to.continue to be the maih organs of the international
financial and monetary systems, And ﬂe wants the global megotiations
to take place in a co—operative atmosphere rather than one in which
views become polarised. If these conditions,or 'understandings' as
the Americans ceall them, are accepted then the United States would
be willing to engage in a 'new prepartory ?rocess to see whaf might
be achieved'. So, e;en if the Third World accepted these conditions .
the most America is prepared to do is join in the process to see
what might be achieved., In short, the Third World countries must

: ! : A . rivate
commit themselves in advance to opening up their economies %q/lnvest-

ment - which really means foreign investment - on favourable terms

i ——————— RN
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to private investors; and the major private investors in today's
world are of course the world-embracing multinational coxporations
who are very interested in the deregulations of the economies of the
countries in which they operate., So in order to get the United
States involved in these global negtiaaidonss the Third World
countries would have to commit themselves to the capitalisf road
of economic development, And this, in terms of the politics of

economic aid, is a logical position for the Americans to take., They

economic
want to see the capitalist, free market, private enterprise/system
both & pplitical

in control throughout the world; it therefore makes/economic/sense

i
|
|
for them to use all the methods at hand to further that system: so i
they give aid to some regimes and deny it to others. It does not, ;

from their point of view, make senSe %o help and strengthen a Tanzaniﬂ
which is socialist and determined to control the key factors of its :
own economic life; but itcdoes make sense to use aid to help and

|
. |
]
strengthen a Kenya in which foreign investment is welcomed and !
capitelist private lenterprise is encouraged. So Kenya gets the real :

aid and Tanzania a .token gesture., Conversely, the Soviets for whom

Imgtxumar xxat instrument
aid is as much afpEXxtizaxxim political and ideological/imzkxumemt i
for communist |

as it is/xm the Americans will use their resources to help/sEzxatXist

i

regimes and socialist and non-aligned regimes that could be influenc%

to move in their own non-caphtalist direction. Just as the Americansi

|
:g
i

do not want to help strengthen communist or socialist regimes so

the Russians do not want to help strengthen rightwing or capitalist
, and is used as,

regimes. In thise sense aid is/a tool serving political interests.

And this is one of the key factors which makes the search for a New

International Economic Order so much more difficult of achievement.
@ -
Eeh side in thne ideological cold war Wents any new order to serve its

interests; so non-alignment is often at odds with both, and both ofte
try to manipulate non-alignment just as they manipulate aid. Goodnig;



A Limited Emmopean Nuclear War:
Reagan's Serious Blunder

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
October 21, 1981, 6,10p.m.

Good evening: Last Friday, while we were preoccupied with our own
National Heritage Week and preparing for National Heroes Day,
arguably

American President Ronald Reagan committed what was/pexkagpx his

worst diplomatic blunder since taking office. Mr. Reagan is reported

to have told a group of American:'newspaper editors that a limited
war e,

nuclear/could be fought in Europe without aX¥xsmt necessarily leading

nuclear
to all-out/attacks on each other by the United States and the Soviet

Union. In other words, the two super /‘powers could éngage in é&imited
nuclear war on European soil without doing any nuclear damage to
either Russian or American soil, or doing damage to Americans and
Russians in their own countries. Europe would be the theatre of war;
the damage, whatever it is, would be confined to Europe; the dstruction
such as it is, wouldd be confined to Europe; the death, such as iy is,
would be restficted to those who are in the area where such a limited
nuclear war took plaee. In fairness to Mr. Reagan, he did not spell
it all out in this kind of detail; indeéd, he may not even have
thought it out in this kind of detail. All he did, .in response %o
a question from one of the editors, was to say that a_limited nuclear.
e @ kst e A,
war could be fought in Europe without involving America and Russi?i
But inherent in this statement were all the other implications, and

more, whether he had thought them out or not, And the Europeans were

quick to see and tec dwell on those implications, and to react to them

with passion and with anger and with fear and concern. The Europeans |
twice

had/experienced the horrors of war on their own European scil within



a time span of less than thirty years, Some of the survivors of
the First World War had also gone through the devastation of the
than soldiers,
Second World Wer in which more civilians/ more women mddchildren
end old folk# were killed or maimed or made homeless., So for the
Europeans war on their own soil is no abstraction; they have known
its horrors at first-hand; their lands and homes and industries have
been devaste#ied and occupied. And they know the bitterness of it
all in the way that only those who have experienced it can, It is
glib and easy for American spokesmen to talk @bout the BEuropeans
'over-reacting' +to what Mr. Reagan said, or ‘exaggerating' its
implications, or 'distorting' its meaning. . The fact is that by what
seemed an off-hand and net thought-through remark the American
President has conjured up for.Eureopeans the spectre of a Europe
reduced to ruins Bhile the two super-powers continue their delidcately
rest of the
balanced power game, mashing up the/mkmkX® world while making sure,
or trying to make sure, that they themselves and their lands are not
touched by the horrors they let loose on the rest of the world.
Amerivan spokesmen are now trying to soothe these European fears
and to‘reassure America's NATO allies that the President did not
mean what his words imply. Ameriea,they say, has helf a million
Americans in Europe as members of the NATO forces and their families,
and Americe will not abandon these people to a limited nuclear war
in Europe: so why¥ should she abandon her NATO allies, And the more
and the louder and the faster they talk trying to explain away the
President's remarks, the angrier the Europeans seem to become, It

seems that in one stroke the American President has fuelled the

mounting European anti-nuclear movement in a way America's bitterest

enemies could not have done in a year of Sundays® And that is a major

P S

diplometig blunder® Goodnight ‘,j



National Heroces Day, 1981:
Our Heroes: Symbols or Examples?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brogdcast on Nonday
October 19, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: "Let us now praise famous men and our fathers who
beget us"...s.And, having done that, let us try and see the National
Heroes and what they stood for, and what they fought for, and what
they represented in today's context and from today's Jamaican
perspective, It is, of course, easiest to do this with the last thvee
Marcus Garvey,
of our heroes, with/Alexander Bustamante and with Norman Manley:
for very many of us these/:izlee as real as the people you buck up
against any day of the week., Indeed, it is not all that many years
ago that that was precisely what happened. It is a little more
difficult wxxk to have this ‘sense of immediate ccnnection, of having
met and seen and perhaps sat down and broken bread with earlier
‘heroes like George Williesm Gordon and Paul Bogle; and it is most
difficult with the eariiest ones, with Sam Sharpe and With Nanny of
the Meroons, Anyway, let us try and Zook at them and what they
represent from todey's perspective and so get some measure of just
how true wé are to the values for which they struggled. Bustamante
was, essentially, the working man's man, the father of the trade
union movement as we know it today. And there is absolutely no way

todivide or to to

tgat we can truly honour Alexander Bustamante and at the same time
try/to break or/weaken or/destroy the Jamaican trade union movement,

To do that is to go against everything Bustamante stood for. That is,
National Her0, as an example
of course, if we take Bustamante/fmxxmmrzxtram of what the society

aspires to, rather than just as a meaningless symbol which is trotted

RAY \A,C -
oufl on ceremonial occasions. And there are P€OP ZG some in very high



places who say they honour National Hero Alexander Bustamnte but
who, at the seme time, #ry to undermine and weaken and destroy ‘the
unionised labour movement which is Bustamnte's great work. And
then there was Norman Manley, the great arcigitect of the Jamaican
Constitution with its delicately balanced protection and safeguards
for the rights and interests of all sections of the commﬁﬁi%; hthe
brilliant device of putting the rights of the individual at the
centre of it all. He was, more than any other single individual,
most responsible for the manner in which parliementary democracy in
Jamaica has evolved between the achievement of.adult suffrage and
the present. In this of course he and his great cousin Bustamante
were the point and counter-point: but without the massive violence
and bloodletting and vicious victimisetion those who came after them
have let loose on the land in the neme pf patxliamentary democracy and
the two party system. There are many who say they honour Manley but
whose behaviour go counter to everything Manley stood for: and you
do not find them in one section of the political community only. The
recent disgraceful behaviour in the nation's parlizment would have
drawn the roundest condemnation from both Norman Manley and Alexander
Bustmante had they been there., But what would probably have saddened
are attempts at
and angered both heroes most/xx the systematic/undermining and
manipulating of some of the key institutions underpinning the democrat
tic process., We do not honour these heroes truly by turning our
democracy into a party spoils game in which winner takes all: that
was not their way. And you certainly do not honour the life and
struggles of Marcus Garvey by selling or mortgaging the Jamaican

patrimony and the Jemaican future to Americans or Russians or Chinese

or Cubans or anyone else in return for = quick foreign exchange fix.

For to Garvey freedom meant, above all, being your own black man,

carrying your own burden, finding your own ) :
’ " Igeace and sféx?’&tl(%’o bgigxa{fi WOxXKs



The State of the Jamaican Heritage:
1) The Arts; P) Politics; the Judiciapy

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
October 16, 1981, 6.10p.m
Good evening: As National Heritage Week moves to its climax let
us pose, and ponder, the question: Whaé is the state of the Jamaican
national Eeritage? How are the key parts that make up that heritage
standing;.There are any number of ways in which this guestion can be
asked and answered,depending on the particuler interests of the
person who asks and answers the question., _The mus?ian or the writer
or the painter or the dancer would ammost certainly answer the
question in terms of the arts: and I think thet it would be a proud
and optimistic answer promising a‘bright future, The arts in Jamaica
eare, generally speasking, in @ very healthy and very vigorous‘state
of which all Jzmaicans cdn justly be proud without any hinf of
cheuvinism, I certainly do not know of any other .country in the
world the size 6f Jemaica and with its pppulation which has produced
a dance company of the calibre and quality of our own National Dance
Theatre Company., It is uniqué and it is of'exceptional quality. The
local threatre, too, is more alive and throbbing than you would find
in many metroplitan countries. Jamaicean writing, too, is very alive:
older established writers and poets are honoured end respected far
beyond the borders of Jemaica, and I think we have every right, based
on the record, to expect a younger generation of Jamaican writers to
novelists like
emerge and follow honourably in the footsteps of/Roger Mais and Vic

Reid &and poets and playwrights like Mervyn Morris and Dennis Scotte

And then there are the artists and the musciens: and I am particularly

excited by the collecting and recording ©f the¢ folk-music of the

island carried on by pbeople like Miss Olive Lewin. So, all-in-all

|



the Jamaican heritage in the arts is healthy’aad vigggﬁugj%n bespeaks
a2 bright future. Regrettably, we cannot say the same for the Jamaican
political hefitage° OQut of the struggles of the past had come a
lively, exciting spirit for debating the social and political issues
peaceful and usually friendly

of the day:/argumentaticn and debate fed and nurtured the evolving
democratic process of which the multi-party parliamentary structure

is the formal manifestation, And there was a time when most Jamaicans
were convinced’%ﬁgt the/ét%ﬁtical things that happened elsewhere in the
region - the dictatorships, the repressive and tyrannical regimes,®
the gaining of power by violence and murder/ and “torture - could never
happen here. And then, in recent years, we saw these things starting
to happen here, A;Q/I?Zt ¥zax few years we had the ugliest, most
devisive and destructive run-up ever to parliamentary elections in
which anything apprcaching 1,000 people are said to have been killed,
The 1980 election

it/maxe was more like a political civil war than the kind of parliament
—-ary election campaigns Jasmaicans had known in the past. And this, I
think, is the single most dangerous threat facing the Jamaican politic-
al heritage: it is the now clear and present threat that the use of
violence as a political tool would totally overwhelm and wipe out the
parliasmentary

/ elective process. The two cannot co-exist for long; they never have,

The pblitical violence is either stopped or democracy dies, And it is
a very bad sign for the suwywvival of our democracy when the unruly rump
of the government's parliementary backbenches makesit impossible for

a senior opposition spokesman to complete a speech, So I see the
Jamaican politicael democratic heritage as in great danger. J=maica
ignores this danger at its own peril. Jamaicané@ay find increasingly
that their only sure protection frog?gpreeding intolerance and
injustices generatedhfzkour larised party polftics is to turn to the

o

Judiciaeyy as the finalerotector of our rights & freedoms Under the
Constitution. Goodnight



Heritage Week:
The Freedom of the Individual

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast.on Wednesday
October 14, 1981; 6,10p.m
Good evening: Of all the many and varied e;ements that go into
the making of the Jémaican National Heritage, perhaps the single
most important of all id the place that heritage accords to the
Jamaican person as an individual, It is all summed up as the
freedom of the individual, and it is enshrined in Chapter Three
of the Jamaican Constitution., Indeed, there is a sense in which
the freedom of the individual is the central theme of the entire
Constitution., The laws, restrictions, limitations, prohibitions,
and definitions are at bedrock all concerned with the rights and
freedoms of the individual and with the inevitable responsihilities
which go with those rightss And 80 it is the individual who has the
right to life, to liberty, to the security of the person, to the
enjoyment of property; and to the protection of the law, It is the
individual who has the right to freedom of conséience, to freedom
of expression and of peaceful assembly and association, and the
right to respect for his private and family life., And so the individual
has the right to join Op not to join; he has the right to agree or to
disagree; to go with the majority or to stand aside or even go against
it; freedom of expression is not a right conferred on a newspaper or
& radio station or a television station, it is a cardinal right of

put it in
the individmal, And the moment we/smax that way we can see just how
limited in terms of access to the media this right of the indivdual
to freedom of expression really is. But the radio or television
station or newspaper is just the outlet for that freedom of expression

which is the right of the individual, Ang if any individual or any
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group of individuals feel strongly enough about it they have the
Constitutional right to establish their own outlets for exerweising
their right to freedom of expression., There is no obstacle to doing
this as fér as newspapers and magazineg are concerned: all you need

is the money and the necessary skills and you can go into the newspaper
or magazine business: you may lose your shirt and everything else on
the venture, but you have the right to try it. Thiijwhy I am rather
surprised that those individuals who feel so strongly about having
their own radio or television stations have not-challenged the
Constitutional right of the government to deny them this, A strong
case can surely be argued that such refusal constitutes a denial of

the right of the indidwiidual to exercise his constitutionally-guaranns
eed right to freedom of expression. I certainly hope that such a test-
case will be mounted to challenge the government's monopolistic control
of television in Jamaica, And this brings us to/znnggix very serious
adminsstrative and judicial limitation on many rights which are
Constitutionally guaranteed to the individual: and that is the matter
of cost, The individual has to be very rich or to have very rich
backing to challenge, for instance, the government's right to retain

a monoply on television. So for most Jamaicans this right of the
individual is effectively denjyed because they do not have the money.

It seems to me that we need here some device, something along the lines
of the legal aid clinics, to which an individual without means can

turn for assistance on constitutional issues involving the freedom of
the individual., These are blemishes on a rich heritage of Jamaican
individual freedom which I hope we will remove in time., What we must
not allow is for anybody or any group, no matter who, to interfere

with the right of the individual to think for himself, to heold and

change opinions and parties, and to think unpopular thoughts if he wantg
That is the freedom of the individual, pert of ‘cew heritageq Goodnight

e



Opposition and Subversion:
Where is the Line?

NEWS COMMEN TAR¥ ,
For broadcast on Monday ;
October 12, 1981, 6,10p.m
Good evening: In the course of his address to the 43rd annual |
conference of the People's National Party Mr., Micheel Maniey spoke
about 'subversion', a word which in one form or another, has become
a major party political cuss-word of late., Mr. Manley said: "As long |
as I lead the party Norman Weshington Manley founded, we will never
lead anyone into subversiomn". The question-is, and I think it is

high time we ask the question out loud.and then think about it,

what is subversion? Wha is a éubversive? And the reason why it

is important for us to ask the question, it seems to me, is because

the words 'subversion' and 'subversive' are often used in such a

way as to be interchangeable with the word 'opposition', Often,

to oppose is to be seen as being subwersive: so political opposition,

especially from the far left, is damhed as subversive; trade union

action even, has been denounced as forms of subversion, Let me hasten
. ' political ‘

to add in fairness that wkee the PNP was in power the/cuss-words

were 'sabotage' and 'destabilisation' and these words, tqo, were at

that time used as interchangeable with the word 'opposition'!., So

is 'opposition' and 'subversion' really the same thing? Is 'opposition!

and 'sabotage' really the same thing? Is 'opposition' and 'destabili-

sation really the same thing? Is 'opposition' and 'terrorism?

really the same thing? Indeed, we can even stretch the questions a .

little further, Is communist the same thing as terrorist? What is

certain is that strenuous attempts have been made and are being made

to plant in the public mind the notion that these political cuss—words§

|
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are synonymous with the word ‘'opposition', And so you get the
suggested thought-pattern: to be in oppesition to the government of
the day is to be subversive of the policies of that government and is
to want to sabotage or destabilise those effortd, And once this
thought-pattern is successfully planted and takes hold in a society,
it is only a matter of time before any opposition to the government
of the day becomes dangerous and subversive of the national interest,
which is of course the same thing as the interests of the ruling
that opposition ,becomes
party, and/therefore/éair game to be destroyed by any means, fair
a society '
or foul, And once/ysmxaxe is on this path”then it is only a matter
of time before our form of multi-party perliamentary democracy comes
to an end and is replaced by some othep system which does not allow
for any opposition of any kind, So I think it is most important for
those who want the multi-party parliamentary democracy we now have
to continue to draw a very sharp and a very clear line between
opposition and subversion. So where do we begin? First, I suggest,
by realisingbust how far things have deteriorated when the Constituion-
al leader of the Oppositionras to declare that he and his party will
never lead anyone into subversion. For all the talk of subversion and
terrorism the Opposition has been so quiet since last October as to be
almost non—-existent, So what is the point of it all? Is it fear that
threaten to
they might/lock—down the country tight as a sardine can? Or go in
statements &bout
for/overthrow or underthrow? And if they did, would that be subversion
S0 how do we decide what is subversive? And who does the decidimg?
I think we had all better be very careful indeed in how we answer all
these questions, On our answers may depend the type and nature of the
political system we carry into the futuse. Amd the future, like f
Jamaica itself, does not belong only to the politicians or the politicq

parties; it belongs to all the people of Jamaica, so they must decideoi
Goodnight. 43
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Egypt & the Arab World After Sadat:
The Problem of the 'Radical' Leader

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
October 9, 1981, 6.10p.m
Good evenihg: The political after—shock following on Tuesday's
assassination of Egyptien Presidént Anwar Sadat continues to reverber-
ate around the WOrld; and there is now distinct concern inside Egypt
itself over yesterday's eruption of violence in one Egyptiah eity:
the nagging question is whether this violence is isolated and can be
contained, or whether it is the first éiark of @ brushfire., There is
also reported growing concern for the security of the many Western
bleaders and dignitaries who will attend the funerel tomorrow., Nr.
Menachem Begin, heading a delegation of Israsel's tap governmentam and
military leadership was reportedly aldready in Cairo earlier today;
and by thisvjime the three  former American'Presidents, Mr. Richard
Nixon, Mr., Gerald Ford and Mr. Jimmy Carter should also have arrived.
Among the Europeans will be fhe heir to' the British Throne, the
President of France and the Chancellor of West Germany. The one
notable.absence is that of the current President of the United States.
Mr. Reagan is not going and is not sending his Vice President, for
seeurity reasons, they say. The Israelis are reported to be very
bitter about this because they think it detracts from the needed
Western
show of/support for continuing the 'peace process' under Egypt's
American
new leadership, The reasoning is that only the current/President is
the manifestation as well as the symbol of American power and American
commitment: only Mr. Reagan is in power and has the power to make
major decisions on the Middle East, So his decision not to go to the
funeral could be interpreted, especially by America's enemies and

Critics, as a downgrading of the importance of Egypt and, therefore,
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of the peace process; and this would not help the new men who succeed

Sadat{ to either stick to Sadat's policies or succeed in carrying

them through. I think there is much to tnis business of showing

support and showing solidarity in times of crisis: and from that

point of view it would have been good politiqs and good geo-political

diplomacy for Mr. Reagan to be there in person, whatgver the security

persuing

risk. After all, Sadat risked and lost his life in/what was, after all,

a policy which served American interests; and if a European heir to

a throne and European heads-of-state and goverunments were prepared

to take the security risk, why not the Ameriean President. But there

is a much deeper aspect to the Sadat death and funeral which touches
Third World

on the very nature of the problem of the/political leader who adopts

the 'radical' course of breaking ‘with“the historical traditions of

his society., For this kind of_ 'radicalism' to succeed in the long-run

the leader has to carry s people with him; he must sell them his

own vision of where he is going and what is in it for them, and he

must sell it to themto the point where it becomes their own vision,

It is only when the leader has achieved this pgychological break-throug

and 'sold' his,vision to his people that there is the poss®bility of

long~-run success, of his ideas and policies continuing after he is

no longer on the scene. And this, I suggest, was Anwar Sadat's greatest

failure, He 'sold' his vision +to the Western world but it now seems

that he failed to sell his vision to his own Egyptian people - so we

get reports out of Egypt of a2 populace in a state of reserved and

contained silence, waiting and watching to see what happens next.

And what comes through even from biased Western journalists is the

sense of the Nasser vision in the background., Nasser died in 1970 and

the entire Egyptian nation and the entire Arab world Were plunged into

deapair %ﬁﬁer ﬁF sold h%ﬁn egple a,visi " '
. 2 Asion. Sadat h d.goto And, leade

no mattef{how éggd’gf gﬁf& cédn succeed if he does not,sti inopi q

his own p@ople, Goodnight L? - 1nsp;re



The Midale East Aftep Sadat

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
October 7, 1981, 6,10p.m
Good evening: What are the likely consequences of yesterday morning's
drematic and highly public assassinaticn of Egypt's Anwar Sadat? What
happens‘in the Middle East now? What happens to what has been describe
as the 'Camp Dévid peace process'? What happens now td American
foreign policy interests in that part of the world? Just mentioning
these questions undérscores the extraordinary extent to which Americar
Middle Eastern policy has been built around the perscnality of Anwar
Sadat and on the political survival of ‘Anwar Sadats DIr. Henry
Kissinger summed it up yesterday when he described Anwar Sadat as

Camp David
the only one of the people involved in the/'peace process' who was
indispensible to that process., American President Jimmy Certer fas
removed from office ahd the 'process' continued; if Menachem Bggin
had teen defeated at the last Israeli elections the *process' would
still have continued; but with Anwar Sadat dead there are deep fears
in both the United States and Israel +that the process will come to
gn end , I think myself that it is almest bound to come to an end;
not immediately, perhaps, unless there are’ further and more startling
upheavals in Egypt oﬁer the next few months; but certainly, over the
next year or two or three, the Camp David:process will grind to a halt.
Then Egypt wil} return to the fold of Pan-Arab nationalism, perhaps
an updatéyggrgzggl Nasser's brand of Arab socialism, But that lies
in the future. For now, American Middle Eastern policy has been reduced

to JSLambles by the killing of Sadat. America now has nc g&#®r major

Arab ally in the region. And the so-called 'moderate' states like

Saudi Arabia and Jordan are now soLmore embattled that they have even

J
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hesitated to express regrets at the killing of Sadat: they know, and
the Americans know, and the Israelis know that Axak so-called Arab
'ﬁ@eration"has been dealt a devastating blow by the killing of Sadat.,
I am not sure myself that things would have ended any differently for |
Sadat if Israel's Begin had been more flexible over such key issues
as the rights of the Palestinians and Jewish settlements on the West
Bank: more tangible political successes in the 'peace process' might
have bought Sadat more time, might have stilled his opposition longer
thus making last month's sweeping arrests unnecessary at the time,
and so perhaps delayed the assassins' bullets, But I think that in
the end, sooner or later, the showdown had t0 come., Sadat was an
Arab leader in the Arab world who had broken with Pan-Arab nationalism.
Not even when his relations with the Soviet Union were at the closest
did Nasser turn hisg back on Pan-Areb nationalism: the ideological
differe%gggls?’those days were all within the framework of Arab
nationalism, Nasser received massive Soviet aid but never became a
client-state of the Russians in the way Sadat Dbecame a dependent
client of the Amerieans in recent years., In this sense the Sadat break
was both with Pan-Arabism, Naaserite Arab socialism eand Nasserite
kind of hope at all
non-alignment. And to give this kind of fundamental break any/haps
of succeeding ©Sadat had to show to both his people and to the Arab
world some very glittering successes, The Americans came through all
right, with aid running into the thousands of millions of dollars and
military and Economic
matching their/aid to Israel: the Isrselis did not do a framéion as
well at the political level., So there were no dazzling political

victories to buy time for Sadat. And economic miracles always take-

much longer., And yesterday time ran out for Anwar Sadat, thanks,in

part only,to the shortsightedness of xrmsahis Western friends who A

wanted see the profits before investing any more. The Amgrican
dilemmal?s where to go from here in the Middle East, Goodnight

bl



Protecting the Jemaican Economy

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

October 5, 1981, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: On Saturday night acting Prime M@nister and Minister

of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Hugh Shearer, discussed the
problems of protecting the Jamaican economy in-a speech to an awards
dinner of a locai manufacturing enterprise, Mf. Shearer reportedly
told his audience that Jamaica could become the dumping ground of

foreign companies with profitab?gﬁgarkets who want to get rid of their
surplus products. A wide range of such goo@ls could be dumped here

if the only concern was the question of the price of such goods. And
then he went on to say, and now I gquote: "But think of the consequences
It would mean massive unemployment and the reduction in spending power
and destruction fior the Jameican economy. This is therefore not in
the national interest of the country...Developing countries have to

recognise their national interestamsx and protect it, We in Jemaica

have to recognise that we have a national interest tc protect."

There was a lot more to the speech but I think that quotation goes

to the heart of the matter. Protecting the national intéres%??ngrotect
ing phe~national economy; it means protecting Jamaican workers from

massive unemployment; it means protecting spending power which is

just another way of containing infletion. I am glad that Mr., Shearer,
as the most senior NMinister in this government nexy ohly to the Prime

Minister, has made this speech, Almost since-the elections of last
October there has been some pretty wild talk among some government
propaegandists about throwing the Jamaican market open to foreign

goods, The argument was that the so-called 'free market' economy

meant literally that: you opened up your markets and local manufactureﬁ

b




either competed with the imported goods or went out of business, 1t
or medium loecal
was a cruel kind of joke to suggest that some small/menufacturer of,

say, shoes or garments, could ever compete successfully with his or
her gient U.S. competitor, or could successfully undersell the sweat-
shop products from the Far East: and yet the suggestion was mede in
all authorative earnestness, And for a time it seemed that the govern-—
ment was inclined to follow that direction. Goods did indeed appear
in the shops; prices did indeed come down on some of them, But our
local manufgcturing felt the squeeze. And the stepped-up supplies of
food even hurt our farmers., Being an open dumping ground mey indeed
see goods flooding in and prices coming .downg But it will not helpto
build the Jamaican economy; it will not create employment; and the
have the the
unemployed will not/kmxakxe money to buy all/suddenly available and
reasonably priced imported goddss So that cannot be in the national
interest. And this is the reason why almost every country in the world
and supports
imposes varying degrees of restraints and restrictions/to ppéect its
national economy. . But the entire period of the last PNPX government
has shown that this was not enofigh. You mey recall that some business
people got very angry with me in January of 1980 for making public
statistics showing that between 1972 and Jenuary 1980 the PNP Govt,
manufacturing
had provided the/prixax® sector with a total of $1,500-million worth
of foreign exchange for raw material; and that that sector ha@egrned
o e
back for Jamaica over that seven-year period only $426-mill ov@ Even
new
if you say they had ereated 100,000/jobs as well (and the record does
: have been
not show this) @k would still/ke a most unacceptable situation: hence

the years of negative gr@gtho This present government obviously will
not repeat that PNP blunder, So protecting the Jamaican economy is
also going to require rasdical changes of attituded on the part of our

manufacturers, The challenging question is:Will our manufa ture |
respond more productively to the efforts of this &OVt, tﬁgﬁiﬁﬁéyf’ o



The State & the Political Parties:
Where to draw the line?

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

October 2, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: On Tuewday of this week Dr. D.K. Duncan, the Member

of Parliament for East Central St. Andrew, told Jemaica's Parliament

and thus the Jamaican people, that the chéirman of the PNP Youth

Organis&tion had been picked up by "the Operations or Eradication

Squad" the. day before and subjected to four hours of a "line of

political questions". Lr. Duncan's speech made it clear that he

regarded this action as police harasément of tﬁe PNP and its affiliate

The'following day the Police High Command issued a statement denying

any campaign of hargssment against any group in Jamaica. The police

statement said two tapes had been found in the possession of the

PNP«Y0 chairman and on one of_ them the voice of a Most Wanmed Man

was recognised, And the reason why the PNP youth leader was held was
/t%ggause of recent unrest in the Wareika Hills area the police had

stepped up surveillance and spot—checks and Paul Burke had been held

in one of these e¢hecks. Then, yesterday, Paul Burke himself issued

a statement about the tapes taken from him by the prolice, He said

one tape contained the proceedings of a private PNP meeting and the

tapes ‘on Monday

othedp tape,(botb/were apparently played by the polive/in h$s presencs

and in the presence of his lawyers) was a blank tape with no recording

on it, He sajd it was only on the following day, when the tape was

again played that he heard what was purported to be a message from

The suggestion here
the most wanted man to his girlfriend., /ImxaxRexxwaxff is clearly
a plant and the truth or falsehood of it can only be ferreted out

once again
by due process, I have set it all out here because it/highlihhits

one of the most disturbing Srolisns this society has to come to

grips with if it is not to be mashed up by that problem: and that
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is the problem of where, and how, to draw the line between the

party political process and the operations of the nationsstate,

If you examine the Jamaican Constitution you w&ll see that it makes

absolutely no mention of the Jamaica Labour Party or the Peoples

National Party: the parties are associations of people like any other

associations that can be formed under the Constitution. In practicﬁ%{

though, they loom larger than other associations because they have

been formed for the specific purpose of fighting and winning electioncs

Beyond that, in Constitutional terms, they have no more power, no

more authority, than any other group in the society. It is & complex

and sophisticated concept under which the government of the day is

very much more than just the party which may have brought it to

power: its responsibilities are greater, its powers are greater, And

premise and

so that government betrays its/fArust when it tries to apportion work

on the basis of partisan loyalty, or apportions scarce benefits on

that basis. The Constitution does not adcord citizens equal rights

and justice on a 60~40, T70-30 or even 50-50 party political basis,

Similarly, certain key institutions are presumed to be above partisn

politics: the judiciary, the civil service, the security forces,

Today,: with the excepfagf the judiciary (and even herelthere are
pelitically-motivated

strong/efforts to undermine our noble tradition of judica&al independece

end impastialiyy) the politiciens of all parties have seriously eroded

end undermined that non-partisan tradition in nearly all of our public

services, At the root of it all is the notion of the interchangability

<
of the party and the government: the party wins the election and become

the government so the government |must serve the interests of the party

and the good civil servant and the good security officer are those who

serve the interests of the government which serves the interests of
the party. And so we lose sight of the fect that the interests of the

Party are not always th a
v 4 € same é%d%g%ghgf the government °T the nftionj



The Third World Economic Dilemmea

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
September 30, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Yesterday's news out of New York of strong buylng on
has and stopped the wave
Wall Street/x= reportedly steadied/amEyximxzsmexzasExy of panic
selling on the world's stock markets: share prices are.repprted to
be up in London and Thigyo as well as on Wall Street; and although
the experts are careful not to make any optimistic forecasts, they
do say the strong buying is likely to go onhfor the next few days,
So, for the present at least, the wild panic on the world's 2533k1
markets has been stemmed and investors are back at the business of
buying rather than unloading., But all this is not of much help to
those people and institutions whose holdings were largely wiped out
or else grievously depleted in the panic price collapse of the past
fortnight, Only the big and the strong would have been able to
hold on &and ride the panic and survive and, indeed, Dbuy up at
basement bargain prices those depressed stocks and shares which
individual sma@ll investors and small institutions were so anxious
to get rid off g8 their prices tumbled., Now, in this néw rally,
those small investors, or most of them, will not have thwnecessary
margin to Buy back what they had sold, so they will be out in the
cold; and the big and the strong ones will be a little bigger ahd
a little stronger and a little richer: 1in this kind of situation
the rich get richer and the poor get poorer add thousands of millions
of dollars worth of stocks and shares have been transferred in this

way from the xxxk comparatively poor or not-so-rich to the very rich

and the very strong, Merket forces, it would seems 21Wways favour

the rich and the powerful over the poor and the weak, And this is
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so within countries as well as between cotintries: you have the
'haves'! and the 'have-nots' within rich metropali&#an countries,
nedaendyg And this, it seems to me, is one of the factors Third World
countries overlaok at their own peril, We of the so-called Third
World sometimes behave as though our ecom@mic problems can be resolved
quite simply by a transfer of resources and of technology from the
rich countries to the poor countries. And so our political leaders
devote much time and energy pressing for a more just and equitable
economic order., But why should rich America or rich Europe transfer
to us, what they are not prepared to transfer to their own poor?
Why should they treaf?:ny better or with any greater consideration
than they do their own poor? We have 'no greater claim on the British
Government or the American Government than have the British people
who are poor and in need and the American people who are poor and
in need: and the rich in“Britain and the rich in America are not
inclined just to rangfer some of what they have to their poor fellow
countrymenﬁ;TOEZyy sell their labour; they sell their skills; they
unitgﬂ together and use whatever pressure they can mpuster to get a
share of the wealth; and, of course, they use the political pressure
df the ballot. What can the Third World countries now meeting at the
IMEIéglﬁchompel an increase in the amount of IMF loan funding? What
muscle? What pressure? Mr, Reagan alone can outvote their combined
voting strength; so the IMF does what Mr., Reagan wants, whether we
like 1t or not., This, I suggest, is the real dilemma faced by the
Third World in its economic dealings with the rich Western countries:

almost every Taird World country
it/always negotiates from a position of weakness so it is always at

g disadvanatge. It is patronised, turned into a satellite or proxy
or instrumenf of someone elses global policy and its leaders usually
end up aiding and abetting the process. The hayd question is how to

break out of this structural trap and still remain free, Goodnighte
° (=]



Chaos On World Money Markets:
What - it means for the Third World

NEWS COMMENTSRY
For broadcast on Monday
September 28, 1981, 6.10p.m
Good evening: Thday's main news repbrts are of chaos on the world's
money markets., From London, Hong'Kongg Melbourne, Singapore and

this morning
elsewhere in the world's capltalst bu31ness centres came news/of
shock upheavals in stock market prices, Everywhere, it seemed, share

index of
prices were dropping. At one point the/leading _shares on the London
Stock Exchange fell by 30 points in a matter of minutes. And similar
declines were reportedly going on on other stock exchanges. And when
you have this kind of upheaval on the world's stack markets it means
that thousands of millions of doidars worth of share can be, and
usually are wiped out, But thisymorning's news is not really éll
that new, The stock markets have been in this state of upheaval
for the best paet of two weeks now, after the American Stock Market,
a fortnight ago
Well Street, began its massive new round of sellingf resulting in
falling share_ prrces.zZxXaxXmigrtxagm., What is new 1is the apparent
endlessness of the upheaval,'Usually, some particular incident may
trigger a round of panic selling on the stockmarkét;this may last for
a day or even a few days, but then the so— alled market forceé come
into play, the market steadies, and things return to normal, However,
this time around 'normal' seems to be an exceedingly long time
for world money markets
coming: a fortnight is a very long time indeed/to be in this state
of volitality and instability., And the thingé which has triggered
m

this latest panic selling and plungeing share prices is the skepticigy

on Wall Street over President Reagan's economic policies which are

designed to cut income taxes, increase military spending, and balance
the budgets; 2ll between now and 1984. The Wall Street reaction was




and is a simple statement, in deeds, that they do not believe this

can be done in the way Mr., Reagan says or in the time Mr. Reagan has
for instance,

set, There is, of course, more to it than this: there is/the matter

of the American government's years of massive borrowing to cover

deficit budgeting - for instence the 1982 budget year which begins

on Pctober lst will, by Congressidnal estimates carry a deficit

figure of close to $60-thousand-million,~ Not even the great United

Govt, a week

States/can borrow $8-thousand-million/off short-term financéng interes

rates and not feel the repayment pinch. So how do you cut taxes

30%, increase military spending, and still reverse this situation?

So Wall Street, and then the rest of the world mormey markets, protect

what they have as best they can; interest rates remain high; invest-

is

ment money/tight. And this, as far as the borﬁ?ing countries of the

Third World are concerned means grief., When a Third World country has

to borrow ten or twenty or thirgy million dollarsat interest rates

of between 17% and 20% over a short yerm of five or seven years, into

what can that money be put to earn enough just to service that debt?

Not much, And yet if investors in metropelitan countries can earn

by putting

that kind of return/wxxthxsafexy their money indd some high-interest

fund, why go to the trouble of investing it in some foreign country?

The investor who goes to the Third World country expects to do much

better then if he left his money at home, especially in the context

of scarce money and high and soaring interest rates. These are some

current

of the ways in which the/chaos on the world money markets affect

us, almost as directly as though the disasters took place here at home:

And these are the things our financial leaders do not always make

clear to us, partly because it is not politically expedient, and

G&o“"g
partly because of the'notion that 'ggod news' even if it is only

\half true, ma tter performance. The line between fact,
Agfgyagggnda and encouregementycan be very fine, Goodnigut




Problems ofThe Rule of Law:
1) Terrorism, Violence, Subversion

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
September 25, 1981, 6,10p.m
Good evening: The Minister of National Security and Justice, MNr,
Winston Spaulding, on Wednesday told Parliament and the nation that
there was a large volume of information which indicstes %kax a
concerted effort o disrupt the ‘plans of the government regarding
economic récovery'and national security° Mr. Spaulding spoke of
a 'crime school' and ‘'crime factory' with ideologfcal and political
motivations and he célled on the patriotic and law-abiding people of
Jemaica to show a national will to come to grips with this menace
once and for all., This is not all ‘that Mr., Spaulding said: I Jjust
summarise what struck me as the highpoints of a very strong and very
importent statement, because the problem c¢f national security and
the problem of the rule of law are of more than usual concern at this
time., WWhAther we think of terrorists allegedly bent on frustraiing
recovery;
the government's efforts at Xmxxmxx or whether we think of a mob
of angry citizens, @s in Braeton recently, beating a housebreaking
thief to deeth and then burning his body; or?ihe beating to death of
a praedial larcenist by a mob in some rural area; or whether we think
of the far-too-~frequent reports of some police officer shooting a
suspect to death for allegedly attacking him wiﬁh a knife or a stick
or 2 stone; we are, all of us, céught up }n a general concern that
the whole concept of the rule of law itself is increasiﬁgly under

seige, This concern is not always as sharply or as clearly perceived

as when one says it; but it is there for all that; has been there for

many years now, and is widespread and, I fear, it is growing Wh
o en



a2 community is robbed repeatedly and its citizen molested and harmed
and nothing is or appears to be done by the local police the impulse
to resort to fough community Jjustice is strong: it results in the
spate of beatings—to~death we have had lately. When a police officer
is personelly convinced of the guilt of some thief or larcenist and
sees the slow processes of our legal machinery and the skill of our
lawyers combine to free such a person, the impulse to take the law
into his own hands and 'drop' the guilty one is strong: it results
in all those shot-and-killed-while-resisting-arrest or killed-while~-
attacking~the police-with-a-knife or stick or stone, cases, And so,
just as the frustrated citizens so the frustrated law—enforcement
officers take the law into their own hands, and place the concept of
the rule of law i®self under seiges Mr. Spaulding made mention of
this aspect of the problem on Wednesday. The hard question is: How do
we get out of this situation®? How do we restore or instil - whichever
you prefer -~ respect for the due process, that painstaking step-by-
step process, on which the rule of law is based? There are no slick
and easy answers to this one, no quick political fixes here. And the
events of the past few years - the political violence and lawlessness
ol dMM;LF baraatacking 8.5
é\and the encouragement to undermine and subvert the efforts of the
government of the day - have not help&&You do not have a sudden change
in old attitudes apd habits because there is a change of administration
And this is one of our hardest problems. I warned again and again in
the past that those who sowed the wind might reap the whirlwind, Now
we must cope with it, but within the framework of the rule of law,
?’,{<Pr4F>od or
I suggest. If people, be %%ey communists or Meoists/amg Trotkkyites
or fascists or nazis or racists, break the law then they must be dealt
with by due process, under the rule of law; not by w1tch—huntg(k%ke;W&

must be judged and if guilty convicted for what they do, not what they |
believe. That is the way of the Jemaican Constitution., Goodnight.

J
J




1) Bi-annual Economic Survey: Decline Halted?
2) 'Deliverence' Oversold - Mike Henry.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For dboadcast on Wednesday
September 23, 1981, 6,10p.m
Good evening: Two headlines in this morning's Daily Gleaner almost
commend attention, The first is the main page-one headline which
reads '‘Economic Decline Halted - survey'. And the 5survey' which
is referred to -is the fimst-ever half-yearly Economic and Social
Survey of Jameica, which we are told is now going to be published
twice a year instead of only at Budget time, This innovation of a
six-monthly Economic Survey is most weleome &nd should be a great
help in bringing a/giiixxx up-to-date and factual basis to the
discussiocn of economic and social matters between one year's budget
and the next. Remember the recent cross-talk between people who
are supposed to know about whether the economy grew or declined in
the first five months of this year? Well, the conflicting views
and interpetations of that one have not yet died down; and we must
hope that the publieation of & twice-a-year Survey will help to
put this kind of eross-talk, and the confusion it inevitably spreads,
to rest. Clarity and confidence jare essential 1if the society is
to succeed and work its way out of it; troubles: and the Sociel and
Economic Survey has a long and honoured reputation as one of the
most reliable documents put out by our National Planning authorities
under both PNP and JLP governments, So if that document says the
of recent years
economic decline/has been halted then it is very good and very

important news, I have not myself seen the document ymx itself yet

so I hesitate to say much more about it. I note though that the

'substasiaally improved economic performance' for which the basis
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has now been reportedly leid, is still to come; an increase of
roughly one per cent in the Gross Domestic Product is projected for
1981: it has not been achieved yet. We are told that the consumer
price index shows a marked slowing down compared with the same
six-month period of last year, I think many people would be very
interested in seeing a detailed breakdown of prices of consumer items
to justify this claim., Anyway, try and get hold of a copy of this

new half-yearly Economic Survey for yourself becasuse the economy is
everybody's business these days. I hope that the API finds it possitle
to give this document wider circulation by publishing it as a supple-
ment in both our morming papers. The seeondy and I think only slight-
ly less compelling headline, on page- six of the same paper this time,
quotes Mr, Mike Henry &s saying: *LLP might have oversold "deliverance"
Reportedly speeking

kepazrxirgxor at a seminear put on by the Jacks Hill Community Council
on Community Development ‘and Youth, Mr. Henry who is the Minister of
Stete in the Youth Ministry, said the economic condition was not there
to satisfy all demands on the government at this time, and it was

at this point that he was quoted as saying "... it appears we oversold
deliverance..... here is so much pressure to solve the problems in

ten months which were created over the yeers," This is the realism
that comes with responsibility, It is easy to promise, easy to make
dazzling, election-winning promises; it is less easy to fulfill them,
especially in the short-run; and, indeed; they may not even he fulfille
in the long run. And people usually judge those whom they have
elected to rule for a period not only by performance, though that is
most important, but also by the gap between the promises and its

fulfilment, The common essuption is that balancing the books and
making national housekeeping figures come out right will reflect it-
self in an improved quelity of life for most Jamaicans. 1 think those

who promised deliverance would be wise to address this aspect.Goodnight
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The Chaldenge of Beligean Independ ence

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
September 21, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: Belize, Britain's last remaing colony in Central.
America, and a dependency of &=z colonial Jemaica until 1884, became

a soverrgn independent state at midnight last night. And so the
Commonwealth Caribbean and all other members of the Commonwealth

will warmly welcome sovereign Belize to its ranké: the United
Netions, too, has indicated that Belizean membership of the world

body is a foregone conclusibn° And yet there is a shadow over
Belize's celebration of her indepemdence: that shadow, as most of

us know, is Guatamala's claim to at least one-quarter of Belize's
terratory f/ciaim dating back to the dark and doubtful days of -
imperialist expansion .when wast chunks of real estate changed hands
through conquest and occupation only to be reconquered and re-occupied.
What became the colony of British Honduras - present day Belize -

came into formal existence in 1670 when Spain, through the Treaty

of Madrid,, recognised British occupation of the area. But for 211

that recognition Spaniards continued to raid and attack the area

under British occupation - and it is on this dim and distant bit of
history that thé Guatamalan claim is based. And yet, Guatamala today
consists of a massive land area of about 45,452 sguare miles Wsupport—
ing a population of roughly 6-million people. So there is no land-
hunger involved in this claim. Indeed, one of the problems of Guatama-

the
la 1s/underdevelopment and under-use of the vast land they have,

Belize for its par6 has a land area of 8,600 square miles of mainland

and roughly 266 square miles of cays and islands and a population of



roughly 140,000 people. B0 the shadow over Belize's independence
is the claim by big neighbour Guatamala of a quarter of the land,
end the fear that Guatamala may, at some point or another, perhaps
when its rulers cannot cope with their serious internal political
and economic problems, invade Belize., It would not be the first
time that a bigger country has resorted to aggression against a
smaller gnd militarily weaker one to distract attention from intermal
problems, So 1 think the Belisean fear is a very real one and should
be taken very seriously. The geaders of the countries of the Common-
wealth Ceribbean have indeed been very clear and very firm on the
metter of Belizean independence and the territorial integrity of
commi tments
Belize, What I think is needed is a geries of/gzmaxamtzsx, preferably
by regional organisations and groupings, to go to the military
defence of Belize 1in the event ¢of an invasion by Guatamaela, If the
countries of the Commonwealth Carbbean were to make such a commitment,
end if they were to persuade the Organisation of American 8tates,
or at least some _of its key sub-groupings, tc make such commitments
publicly, it would aet as a mighty deterent tc any Guatamalan impulse
to militery adventurism in Belize., For the present Eritein is
guaranteeing Be#ﬁe's_security from external attack;‘but this, of
and should be ultimate
necessity, is/a short-term matter. I think it is the/responsibility
to resolve regiocnal problems and
of the region itself/to ensure the territorial integrity of the
countries of the region, especially of the smaller, weeker ones, If
this is not or cannot be done within the region then the region will
continue to be at the mercy of esternal great power manipulation, If
Britein, America or the Soviet Union or China were to guarantee Belize

or any other country's territorial integrity, that country, willy-nilly

becomeg the client-state of the guarantor . Done on = regional co-
operative basis, real relative independence becomes possible: that
is the challenge to the region of Belize's independence., Goodnight



L) U,S.-Saudi AWACS deal in trouble
2) Military-Economic Aid for Angola
3) Soviet Cell for Action in Poland

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
September 18, 1981, 6.10p.m.

Good eveningﬂ We round off the week's comments with a look at some
of the more Eey-de?elopments on the world scene, those developments
which can make all the aifference between war and peace in the world,
And the Middle East continues to be perhaps the touchiest area of
such developments. Yesterday the Ameriqan Secrefary of State,

e

Alexander Heig, toldﬂ% Senate, Committee that if the American Congress

-
over-ruled the Reagan Administration's decision to sell five highly

sophistiecated radar early warning plames to Saudi Arabig the
consequences could be "immense and unpredictable". What Haig meant
was that the Saudis, the most conservative Arab state in the area,
and up to now America's staunchest ally there, mxgkt are sure to
interpret any refusal to segl them these Airborne Warning and Control
System planes as an anti-Arab and pro-Israeli act on the part of

the United States. And, indeed, the Saudis have made it clear that
they see the sale of these planes to them as 2 critical test of
American friendship. The troubleg is that the Israelis do not want
any Arab state to have control of these planes; for with these planes
working against them it would be impossible -for the Israelis to
launch any surprise or 'pre-emptive' attack against any of their
enemies; their enemies would know every military move they‘make and
would be able to react and respond quickly. So Israel has mounted

a fierce and bitter lobby against the sale of these planes to the

Saudis; and, as usualy the Wewidh 'lobby' in the United States has

gone into full swingg with devastating effecte And if there were to




be a vote in the Congress on this matter today, all the indications
are that the Administration would be defeated., Whether Mr. Reagan's
much vaunted poweré of persuasion can turn a majority in the Congress
around between now and next month's voting on the matter is anybody's
guess, What is for sure is that if he does not America will lose her
last important ally in the Persian Gulf area; and all the ricﬁ?ittle
Emirates would follow Saudi Arabia - and the consequences for American
interests in the Middle East could be, in Haig's words, "Immense and
uppredictable"., In as volatile an areag as the Middle East Saudi
Arabia's turning away from the United States could easily set off a
new round of violent upheavals, So this radar plane sale to the Saudis
is one to watch closely. The othep potenitally explosive area
continues to be Angola following on the South African invasion.
Reports out of United Nations headquarters yesterday spoke of an
emergency relief plan for the next six months of some $12-million-US
to helpf the victims of the areas over-run by the South African,
And out of Africa itself has come reports of stepped up plans to
provide direet military help to Angola, with Nigeria and Tenzania
playing leading roles in the mobilising of such help, One key move is
to minimise South Africa's air superiority by getting Libya and
Russian-made
Algeria to send/MIG fighter planes. And so, out of bitter necessity,a
BanAfrican defence capability may yet be forged. And here again,
how the West reacts, on whose side it comes down and whom it helps,
may determine the nature of the brewing explosion in Southern Africa,
And in Eastern Europe the Soviet Union has now bluntly called on the
communist rulers of Poland to take action against the Solidargty

movement which has lately taken on a straight political opposition

and anti~-Soviet posture., This was how things developed in Hungary
and Czechoslovakia earlier. Will it be any different this timm?

Goodnight



1) Employment: Equal Rights & Justice for Whom?
2) MPs Salaries: No Quorum in House
3) Cost of Living: Up 6r Down?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
September 16, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: There was a small but ominous little flare-up of
over
partisan violence between JLP and PNP supporters/akamx how jobs
on a $5-million sewerage scheme are to be allocated. According to
new§ reports this is a small project that will not use many workers;
only something of the order of three crews of fifteen persons each,
reportedly
And since four workers in each batch will/come from the contracting
firm handling the job only 33 new hands would seem to he needed{ when
the work is in full swing.
And it was over these 33 available jobs and how they are to be
shared out that yesterday's violent clash erupted in which, according
to police reports, guns and stones and bottle came into play. We are
Ll
told that there Qé%i no serious injury; but the work had to be halted.
I think it is important for us to note the locatiaon of this flare-up.
It is in the political constituency of East Central St. Andrew; and
sewerage projeet
the/waxk itself dis at the intersection of Lyndhurst Road and
Mé&field Avenue, If you know the area you will know there is a high
and visible
concentration of unemployed young people. So you begin with the
point that there is bound to be a fierce scramble for any available
jobs that might turn up, even if there is no partisan politics involv%
Where partisan polities is involved, or appears to be involved, the
situation immediately becomes highly volatile and potentially

explosive, And there are areas like this in many parts of Kingston

and St. Andrew, and indeed, in many perts of Jamaica. In the context
of high unemployment the desperate scrambple for a handful of jobs
cen easily erupt into vi i

P Violence where partisen politics come into plex
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In this particular case, according to this morning's Daily News,

the PNP supporters in the area wanted the availdble jobs shared on

a fifty-fifty basis between JLP and PNP; +the JLP supporters wanted

it to be 60% for the JLP and 40% for the PNP; and sombody who claimed
to speak for the union involved said the union had agreed to 55%

for the JLP to 45% for the PNP., And this, on the 15th of September,
1981, was\the stuff of one of the first, if not the first, small but
violent partisan clashgg in the life of the new regime. I sincerely
hope that it is seen and understood for the warning signal it is.

The young in particular are desperate for . jobs; and the greater the
desperetion, the greater the danger of violent eruptions whenever

they have to scramble for the few jobs that do appear; and when that
sense of desperation is aggravated by notions of partisan discriminat%é
the whole thing could easily become explosive, But there is an even
xax® greater injustice inherent in this 'spoils' formulation of the
two parties. Whether it is 50-50 or 60-40 or 55-45, the two parties
and their supporters seem to take it for granted that they and they
alone add up to the total Jamaica: so there is no concession, no
allowance, for those who are not of either party. What happens to

the unemployed who are neither PNP nor JLP? And, lest we forget,
those who are of neiftheh party still make up the majority in this
country., I think our two-party political system may in fact be destroy-
ed, not by subversion, but by the selfish greed which sezg??equal
rights and justice' as part of the party political pork barrel. But
right now there are not even enough jobs to satisfy that narrowypork
barrel interest. So heed that smell warning please. And can any member

for MPs
of Parliament really talk about a 70% pay increase/on a day they cannot

make a quorum and after public servants have held strain at 9%, And

there is an interesting piece called Cost ; i
. | ' _ 8t of Living Ginnalship in
odays Daily News, Check it for yourself, Goodnight, = ‘)f



The JOS Once More:
Prescription for Disaster

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
September 14, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The Jemaice Cmnibus Company is im the news again; and
again the news is not good. Reports are that the workers are what

. a~d o~ -
is described in trade union circles as ‘restive'[?ecause the company,
and the government which owns it, have not made any responee to new
wage and fringe benefit demands on behalf of the workers. You mey
recall that we had a strik:;igOEanuary of this, year Dbecause an
Industrial Disputes Tribunal refused to make a wage award because
the Tribunal was satisfied that the company was unable to pay any
wage increase. The workers and their-unions - the BITU and the
NWU - flexed their muscles then to the great discomfort of bus users
and then went back to work when they realised that théir strike
could result in massive lay-offs. They did not go back to work
either because they got the wage increase they demanded or because
$hey were concerned about the terrible discomfort and inconvenience
they had csused hundreds of thousands of Corporate Area busf users;
they went back becsuse they were frightened by the prospect of whole-
sale job losses, It would seem that that fear has now been eased:
a couple of hundred workers were laifl ofif and the rest now seem to
feel asy safe and secure about their jobs as they did before that
one week's strike in January. Or, at least, they feel it is worth
'taking & chance' in hopes of increasing their pay and fringe benefits

The fact that the Minister of Public Utilities last week said the

company was continuing to decline and that it had sustained losses

amounting to roughly $9-million last year, and that its total debt

- o
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now stodd at some $37-million - all this seems not to mean anything
to the workers and their unions: their company is loding heavily
but they demand greater rewards., It seems that they could not care
less where the money is to come from, as long as they can get what
they want, In this, it seems to me that the JOS and its workers and
their unions have not learned a thing from the wa®rning signals of
last Jenuary. And this inability or unwilling:hess to learn may
turn out to be just about the greatest prescription for disaster for
the JOS as it is now constituted and for its workers who now behave
no matter how poorly they and
as though higher benefits are their due/wkEthzrxtkryxxazkeExiReix their
company perform. You may recall some of those figures I gave you
back in January. In 1955 the company, then privately-owned, used a
staff of 600 people to keep its 315 buses on the roads: and it made
a profit for its owners, Today, and after this year's lay-offs, the
now publicly-owned compeny's staff is still close on 2,000 to keep
roughly LOO fewer vehiclies on the roads than were on the roads in
1955. Do you wonder that the compaﬁ;ykeeps losing money and is still
declining? And still the workers and their unions demand more - or
else., There is a kind of madness at work here which seems to suggest
that anything publicly-owned need not pay its way or make a profit.
And this is what gives public ownership and any form of worker menage-
ment a bad name. It is a form of social and political backwardness
which feeds the myth that only a special class of people are born to
manage affairs, Unless the JOS workers break out of this one, and
do 80 quickly, =snd work to make the company as viable as it once was,
make it

or alternatively,/so socially useful that a small subsidy becomes

justified, there is no future left for it. In any case, there is not

much time left for the JOS as it now is: which is what makes the

present union-worker muscle flexing so pathetic and sad. Goodnight




The Cheallenge to Manage: The Promise
of Better Management

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
September 11, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: One of the most important, and one of the most non-

political, promises on which the Jemaica Labour Party was swept to

P

last October was that they would do a better joblof managing the
nation's business than the PNP had done., So a fair guestion is:
"how is the new government managing, neerly one-year into its term
in office%" I think most people would agree that it has done a good
job in the very important areas of mobilising the foreign exchange
the country so badly needs: there mayt;hibhles about detail or
about the long-term price we may have to pay, or about the likely
end-results; the fact remains thet foreign ezxchange has been
mobilised, scarce food has been brought in, raw materials and spare
parts are coming in in greater flow than in recent years. And
foreign investment money is being attrécted° At this level, the
level of business and financiel management, the government has done
well, But that is only one facet - albeit the most importsnt - in
the nation's affairs. Meny of the other - and socially equally
important - fac#é#&s which have been in the news recently do not
seem to have been as well managed. The new school year has got
under way with all the usual problems which have plagued the society
for a very long time: schools are not opening; schools have been
vandalised; parents gave trudged from school to school seeking a
place for an anxious child., As laéVyear, and the year before and

the year before and the year before forward planning for a smooth

opening of a new school year has been more of a desert mirage than



in the bad old days of 'mismanagement'. It was depressing indeed
to learn, only yesterday that the Jamaica School of Agriculture
would not re-open this September (and we are into the second week
of September) and would remain closed indefinitely while three
committees determine thgs very important institution's future.
I, for one, sense here again the kind of belated scrambling to pick
up the pieces after things have been allowed to fall apart., Surely,
and working
such committees should have been set up/months ago when the Minister
of Agriculture delivered that very pointed address at the Jemaica
S8chool of Agriaculture itself where he raised such grave questions
eabout its future. That would have been good management and intelligent
forward planning: what we have now is not. And is it true xkax,as
the National Union of Democratic Teachers claims, that 361 out of
489 greduating teacher from\feachers colleges are without jobs?
Whet kind of management is it that allows this level of teacher
unemployment in the context of a claimed teacher shortage? One of
the simplest yet most important measurggngg good management is how
it uses or wastes its available skills and its available resources.
And good manegement would not, I suggest, find any great difficulty
in settiné?a small office at say the Divisional HQ of the police in
Montego Bay to process aphlications for passports by citizens in
that part of the country: the issuing work would still take place
at the central Kingston office to have records centralised. The
Montego Bey Office would simply eliminate the need for applicents
to travel to Kingston. This sort of thing is done in most countries:
all that is required is a little intelligent management and use of
available skills. And the same sort of commonsensical management at
government level could and should be applied to our utilitidése, some

of which seem in 2 worse statéﬁﬁhan they were under PNP mismanegement,
S0 where is the be tter managemen t? Goodnight.



1) The Egyptian Purge
2) EEC, USA & Namibia

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcast on Wednesday
September 9, 1981, 6.10p.m
Good evening: Bwo new developments on the international scene are
of greater-than-usuel interest; and both bear significently on the
role and position of the United States in the world today. A country,
any country, no matter how big or powerful, can only be the leader
of & grouping for as long as that grouping accepts its leadership
willingly, or else because it can impose its leadership on that
for the Soviet Union
grouping. In other words,/to be the leader of the communist grouping
in the world it must either be accepted as such by that communist
use .
grouping or else it must/impmzExbrute force to impose its will. In
kthe seme way for the United States to be accepted as the leader of
the capitelist grouping in the world it must either be accepted as
such by that capitalist grouping or else it must use brute force to
impose its will. Inpeemetice, Qf course, it is rarely as simple and
clearcut as thats 1In the case of both the Soviet Union and the
particular
United States their leadership of their/grouping derives from e
combination of acceptance, & measure of subtle imposition and the
members of ;
perceived self-interest of/the particular grouping. Over the years
we have seen Yugoslavia, China, Albanie, Rumenia repudiating Soviet
leadership even though they continued tc be communist, Way back in
the time of Chakites DeGaulle Frédgnce also repudiated American claims
to leadership 6f£thk capitalist world without becoming non-capitalist.

And now, this week at the United Netions, and on the crucial matter

of Western cepitalism's policy on Southern Africa, the Western

countries of the European Common Market have taken a stand which

amounts to a repudiation of American policy for that area. They have



&

blame” racist South Africa, and South Africa alone, for sabotaging
United Naticns efforts for Namibian independence., And this is a
sharp and clearcut break, not by one or two countries, but by the
entire European Community, with America on this matter. And the
big question now is: when the leader of a grouping is that much out
of step with his followers, what happens? In this case he does not
have the brute force to impose his will on the EEC; so what does he
do? I think myself that there will be some sort of compromise worked
out between America and her Western allies; the interesting thing is
the nature of that comprOmise., Who and what is-going to give most.
What seems for certain is that America's influence is bound to xEx
be damaged in the process. Then there is the matter of the massive
political
Egyptian/purge which began last Wednesday and reached its peak on
Monday with a crackdown on ell religious activity in Egypt, both
Muslim and Christien Coptic. Reports are that sbhmewhere around
2,000 have so far beenm detained: among them a former deputy Prime
Minister, former Cabinet Ministers, a number of journalists including
Mohamed HKHeikal former editor of the igfluential Al-Ahram end onetime
close friend and adviser to the late President Nasser. Among the
number of women detained is Nawal Saadawi, perhaps best known outside
Egypt among the country's women writers becmase one of her 15 books
was published in English last year. She is a doctor and was Egypt's
Director of Public Health during the Nasser days of the experiment
with Arab Socialism. Political observers have not missed the fact
that DPresident Sadat ordered the purge so scon after his visit to
President Reagan and even American journalists have joked about his

getting Reagan's clearence for the crackdown, much as the Africans

suggest that South Africa had tacit approvael before invading Angola.

Here again, the American image is being zllied to rppression: not a
good image for the wouldbe leader of the world democratic EreyBiR&znt.



L) The Caricom Conference

NEWS COMMENTARY
Fop broadcast on Monday
September 7, 1981, 6,10p.m
Good evening: The Caricom Foreign Ministers who have been meeting
here in Kingston over the past weekend yesterday announcedxk=z the

- the details of
setting up of a technical group to work out/Caricom's own proposed
input into what -hes become known as the 'Caribbean Besin Plan' for
economic development under which the United.States, Canada, Mexico
and Venezuela will provide aid. The hope, is that this aid will be
of a scope and scale that would helpntoyset this region on the
path of self-susteining economic growth and development. The United
States, Canada, Mexico and Veneguela have already committed them-
selves to such a plen, thHough no details of what they propose hame
so far been made publie, And this was one of the points to which
Mr. Lester Bird, Depadyy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of
Antigua , referred™at the opening sessicn, 1 think a point to note
is thaﬁ if these richer countries had come forward with a cut-and-
dried and detailed developmert plan for the Caribbean Basin they
could, and probably would, have been accused of ecgnomic imperialism.

or appear not'have

So the fact that the richer countries have'not/foiéted their own
plans on the region should be seen as something positive., It at least
suggests thet the Big Four expect the countries of the Caribbean
Basin to themselves make a major Eontribution to tg;-'dynamii and

balanced' development plan. And this, it seems, is what the weekend

Caricom meeting has in fact agreed on. And then, beginning todey,

the Caricom Foreign Ministers will have meetings with other regional
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Foreign Ministers who, although not part of Caricom, are part of
the Carbbean Basin., Having worked out the broad principles of a
Cericom approach, the hope is that the Caricom group can now achieve
a2 similer broad agreement with the other regional states., If achiev:
the governments of
this would make it possible for/the Caribbean Basin, &s & group,
to present a single agreed-on development plen to the four donor
countries who would have to contribute substantially to help get
the plan off the ground. So the very first thing is for the Caribbe:
Basin countries themselves to égree on the kind of development plan
they want for the region. The donor countriesshave already declared
their willingness to help, so that isgshowroblem. What may turn out
to be a key problem later is the levelyof funding needed to get the
plen off the ground, and how the fumding will be mobilised; gnd
here political perceptions and ideological commitments could lead
to difficulties, I giveyyou two examples, First, private inveestmen"
for prafit is by its\very nature concerned with the making of =
profit first and feremost: if in the process other benefits derive,
as they usually @@, well and good; but the making of the biggest and
best profiticomes first. If there is no profit to be made, or if the
profit is not 'good' enough, the private investment may either not
come or else may soon go away again, So what kind of private invest-
ment is attracted is almost?ix important as the size of it. And then
there is the politics of it all: will only parlismentery democracies
participate in the plan? Or all the countries of the region? Will
the donor countries exercise some sort of veto as to who can benefit
leaders of
from their own particular donations? If the/Caribbesn Basin couftri

very
are themselves/clear sbout all theese matters they may, ultimetely

get a good and workable plen and the help to get 1t under way. And,

of.course, the people of the region will have to meke any plan work;
which is the challenge of education and mobilisstion. Goodnight,



Southern Africa: Washington's Gembae.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
September 4, 1981, 6,10-.m.

_ exples¥vely
Good evening: The centre of attention on the/brewing Southern

African crisis has shifted, for the time being, from racist South
Africa's invasion of southern Angola to the United Nations where

a special emergency session of the General Assembly,‘demanded by the
African group,openi&g yesterdajy, The Africansgroup wants the General
Assembly to agree to a motion or motions ordering South Africa to
comply with the U,N., decision which Sef out the steps by which

Nemibia should move to independence’ or else be subjected to rigid
mandatory sanctions., There_ is/ absolutely no doubt that the U.N,
General Assembly will agree to, the imposition of sanctions on South
Africa, Unlike the case with the Security Council, the five Permanent
Members of the United Nations do not have any veto power over General
Assemply decisions., . The iroﬁfgwist is that whatever the General
Aseembly deeides must, if it involves something as important as
economic and military sanctions, have the épproval'of the Security
Council., Without that approval there is no way that sanctions can
be made to work; indeed, even with that approval making sanctions
work would be very difficult, The former racist Rhodesian regime of
Ian Smith defied U.N,-imposed sanctions for years and got away with
it., In this sense this current special session of the General

Assembly will not succeed in imposing meaningful sanctions on South

Africa, But I think the sponsors of this latest session are acutely

.

aware of this., After f&;x weektb U.S. veto of the 8ecurity Council

resolution which condemn’ { but did not call for sanctions - -

*_.,« "M el Y &) Pl “
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nobody is in any doubt that the presemnt U,S. government is determined
to aid and support the South African regime., The really interesting
thing about that Security Council/lgziizzsthe fact that the United
States was alone, Britain abstained; France supported the resolution,
So , as well as risking a loss of friends and of influence in Africa
and the Third World generally, America is also risking a split in
the Western alliance offi this matter, So why is America risking
becoming almost as isolated as South Africa? In part, I think, it
has to do with the American perception of their, K struggle against
what they see as the forces of world communism,. And so we have had
the not-so-subtle South African propagandg/;ixzﬁzn past couple of
days around the kiliing of two Russian officers and the capturing of
one in Angola., It has been trotted out and played up as though the
Russian presence in Angola i$ a sinister new revelati6n. In reality
the Angolans have/gigeno secret of the fact that they have a number
of Russian and other East European advisers and technicians helping
them in a number of fields including military training; there xx are
reportedly something.in the region of 1,000 Russiars and between
2,000 and 3,000 other East Europeans as well as the 15-17,000 Cubans.
They are theee at the imvitatiom of the Angolans; and they have been
there since that first attempt by the South Africans to topple the
MPLA in the early days under Aghostin&yettoo Netto had turned to the
United States for help in those early days. If he had received the
kind of sympathetic understanding tni%}ﬁigabe later received from the
Carter White House, the troops and advisers and other foreign tech-

niciens might well have been Americans and West Europeans. The Americ-

ans blew that one in the name of fighting communism. It seems they still

have to learn that the Africans, and indeed the Third World, are not

pawns of either Soviet communism or Western capitalism and that in .
their own interest they will use help from wherever they get it. Goofii

— e PRSI



Future of Jamaica Daily News

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

September 2, 1981, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: It ic clear from news reports carried over this station

over the last couple of days, as well as from elsewhere, that the

future of the Jamaica Daily News as this country's second morning

paper is very much in the balance right now. Anyone of a sepies of

decisions or non-decisions egould easily spell the death of the

Daily News, Let me list two or three of these.. Af the Government's

Divestment Committee takes too long to make.up its mind ta whom

and at what price it will sell the paper, the delay itself could lead

to collapse. No businéss functions wedl under this kind of cloud

of uncertainty; and the longer the uncertainty continues the harder
And what is true for any

it is for the bu31nebs t6. remain viable, /SpxtRExxExyxisizy business

is doubly true for as . specieglised and sensitive a business as a

newspaper: cast the Slightest hint of doubt on a paper's ability to

surtive and advertisSers and subscribers desert it. This, in addition

to all its other problems, is what the long delay in divestment is

bringing about, If all that is intended is for the government to

sell the paper, and if buyers have béen identified, then there

should be no "further delay in the divesting of the paper. We are told

that there are two buyers in the market, one of them being the rival

Gleaner Company and the othe;?:;operetive set up for that purpose

by the Deily News workers. Ig\the Glesnerg buys then, whatever it

,1f it continues publlCntlon,
does with the paper, it would not/be the same paper in an editarial
sense

/that it now is. Like it or not, ownership does determine slant and
alternative

direction., If, on the other hand, the workers buy  that 'secondy'news-

)
baper vojce Would continue to be heard in the land. That is, of

.
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course, provided you divest a living rather than a dead newspaper;
and for all its troubles the paper and those who put it out seem
determined to keep it going, provided the ground is not cut from
under them. And next to protracted delay, insisting on a price
or will not

that your buyer cannot/meet may also lead to collapse, Reports are
that the workers have offered a purch§% price of$800,000 but have

{
been told they must more than domble that offer, Now, the people

a shrewd
at the Daily News have/prettx/faix idea of the worth of the article
they want to buy =and the question is: What if they are not prepared
or if they are not able to pay the price thesgovernment committee
wants? And what if nobody else tops the workers' offer? Or,
alternatively, what if the Gleaner offers a pximm figure which is
only marginally higher? In shor#, is the government prepared to
, either direetly or by absorbtion,
let the Daily News die/if it @oces.not get the price it wants? Is
nothing, and the losses aceompanying that nothing, preferable to
the offered $800,000?, Tt is on questions like these that the survival
or collapse of the Deily News hangs. And right now the answers to
all these gquestions ‘kay with the Government of Jemaica and its
must assume

Divestment Committee: they have the power of decision and they/kax=m
the responsibility for the consequences of any decision they make,
If their decision results in the successful divestment of the paper
and its continuation as a second and alternative newspaper voice in
the country, then the credit and the honour must be to them too.
If, on the other hand, their decisifn results in the collaspe of
the Deily News then the blame must be theirs too., That is the
inescapable connection between power and responsibility. For Jamaica's

I hope they use '

sake, faxxXREXIAKE their power wisely on this matter. You cannot be |

' . in favour of :
far against the notion of a one-party state but/X¥®¥® the notion of =2

one-paper state. The trouble is some of us are. Goodnight

o

|
i
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1) Vernon Arnett
2) Iran: Death of a President & Premier
3) The U.N., South Africa, Angola.,

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
August 31, 1981, 6,10p.m

weekend
Good evening: The/wmEme® news of the death of Mr. Vernon Arnett

thins even further the ranks of the pioneers of modern Jamaican
nationalism ang;the founding fathers of Jamaica's political
independence, Soon now, perhaps by the end of this decade, r none of
trade union or
the men and women who were/political activiste _during the terbulent
1938 period would still be with us., So it%would seem wise for the
trade union movement and for the poliftacal movement to quickly
collect and document the first-hand recollections and remembrances
of the remaining few who are¢still with us. I think, for instance,
that Ken Hill's recollections of, those early days should be taped

and recorded as soon as, possible; and so, I think, should be the

remembrences of people like Lgdy Bustamante and Miss Edith Nelson

" of the early beginnings of the BITU and the JLP., A history of the

founding and “tne evolutiong of the PNP by Vernon Arnett would have
been such a valuable legacy because he was there from the very
beginning and because his perspective would have been free of eany
hint of self-service or special pleading. One of the rarest of human
qualities whieh I personally found and greatly admired in Vernon |
Arnett was his constancy: he was the same quiet, unassuming but
completely committed man at all times; he was the same in power as
out of power; the same in victory as in defeat; a man who knew himself

knew what he valued, and lived by those values, And I think our

)
modern day young politicianscan, 5 theyZi;&%—%o, learn from his y

example that they do not have to be rude or crude or coarse andL a

F



vulgar in order to impress or look good. Indeed, a little more
gquiet from some of the big mouths will brigzﬁgignity to our perlie-
mentary system.Anyway, if Vernon Arnett's death this past weekend
political and trade union movements
stirs the/xmxixf; into collecting and recording the remembrances
of the last remﬁﬁng pioneers of modern Jamaica's early indepenésnee
struggles it would be a ver§y welcome tribute to him., I hope they do
ik, Death of another kind, and in faraway strife-torn Iran, also
took plece this past weekend, Yesterday a bomb exploded right in the
office of the Prime Minister of Iran, killing .the newly elected
. y 3 Benisadr
President who succeeded Abolhassen Ban$gddr  and the new Prime Minist-
er whom the new President had appointed. Only 2 week or so ago
Franece
Benisadr who 1s now in exile in Ramxs had mentioned thé names of
four or five men whose deeths' could plunge the country into a
major crisis and'possible open,civil war. Among those names were
the two who died};eaterday's bomb last, And so Iran is again without
a President and the Islamic Republicen Party, Khomeini's party of
the islamic clergy, is‘egain without a leader, Its first leader, the
Ayatollah Behesti, was killed in a bomb explosion xaxx in June which
also killed 70 wthers., So it would seem that Iran's revolution is
now busy consuming its leaders., And when you reach that point politi-
cal chaos is not very far away. The hard question is: whet will
follow the cheos. And in the wake of South Africa's invasion of
southern Angola a group of fhird World countries, Mexico significantly
among them, has called mandatory sanctions against Souht Africa, The
United States seems certain to veto such a2 move, It would be interest—
ing to see if the U.S. can persuade other Western powers- and which
of them - to joiln in the veto., But if she has to use her veto alone, \
she will because of what has been described @as Reagan's 'ideologicalhﬁ
affinity' with South Africa® What can the 3rd World then do? Goodnigﬁj



South Africa, Namibia, Angola, the U.N.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
August 28, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The latest news out of Southern Africa is that the
white South African racists have nalted their invasion of Angola

and are in the process of withdrawing back to Namibiao Please note
that they are not withdrawing back to South Africa; Jjust back across

the border between Namibia and Angola. And sey on the face of it,

what was latest
/euphemistically described as South Africa's/¥@néursion® into Angola
even

is coming to an end; and the racists have/had the gall to invite

the U.N. Security Council to‘come and see the situation for themselves
So those of us who cherish the notionsthat it was fhe pressure of an
outraged world opinion had ®better think again., The so-called incursi%
(what a soft and mushy word compared to invasiocn) had obviously served
its purpose; so it was allright for the racists to appear to bow to
the pressure of world opinion, and even to invite the members of

the Security CGeuneil to come and look. So what was the real purpose
of the largesscale invesion which was launched against Angola Xa=xXx on
Tuesday of this week? Reports are that it was a heavily armoured
force of between 40,000 and 50,000 men supported by intense aerisl
attacks by French-made Mirage fighter-bombers and South African-
assembled Buccegneey fighter-bombers and helicopter gunships. The

South Africans themselves only admit to an invading force of 30,000,
30 even by their own self-serving figure it was no smell 'incursion's,
And the point: Quite simply , to go on with the campeign of making

it difficult to the point of impossibility for the MPLA government

to manage the country which in turn would lead to the collapse of

MPLA. And in Pretoria's grand design the cohlapse of the MPLA should



lead to the coming to power 'of a friendly, non-Marxist, moderate'
group under the leadership of Jonas Savimbi whose UNITA has been

South Africa's principal black ally in Angola. And, of course, if
there is 2 'moderate' and friendly government in control in Angola

the SWAPO freedom fighters of Namibtia would not be allowed to

have base-camps in Southern Angola and the South African racists
would be in a so much stronger position to wipe them out. So the
ultimate target in this particular case is the destruction of Sam
Nujoma's SWAPO forces. This was why the South Africans deliberddédiy
scuttled that U.,N. Conference on Namibia insdanuary of this year
where g date for elections leading to independence was to be agreed
on, With & new and much more friendly government installed in the
United States, and knowing thet .SWAPO would win massively in any

free and fgir U.N.- supervised elections, the Soul} Africans changed
their policy: they wrecked,thesGeneva conference; and they went

back on the agreement they had worked out with the so-called 'contact
group' of five Western powers. Under that agreement more or less $he
same processes which led to Zimbabwe's independence would have been
put in motion wnder U.N. supervision. And when the South Africans went
back on this agreement the U.S., id@articular, seemed anxious to give
it support. The invasion and violence of this week in Angola is no
mére than a continuation of the new hardline policy decided en after
the Reaéﬁ victory in the U.S. Marxist Angola must be destroyed in
order that SWAPO could be destroyed so that Nambbza would remain
securely under South Africen dominance, And this, of course, fits
into the oversll Reagan-Haigh foreign policy of confronting the
communists and their friends wherever they are and beating them down,
The real.keggggﬁ‘gith-this policy is that tka=xe in the Third World
context it nearly always equates fighting for freedom with communism -
to the ultimate advantage of the communists,. Goodnight,



Africa % the West:
A PFallout between France & her Allies?

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcéast on Wednesday
August 26, 1981, 6.10p.m,

Good evening: Earlier this week the Quaj D'Orsay, the French

Foreign Ministry in Paris; let it be known that France's Ambassaddr
in South Africa had given up his efforts to organise a united protest
by 21l the Western diplomats in South Africa against the forcille
removal of over one thousand Africgzg?a squatter settlement near
Cape Town to the arid scrublands of the Tranékei, one of the poorest
of the so-called Bantustans., Among the ‘more-than-one-thousand people
who were foreibly taken into what would be described as 'internal
exile' if it happened in the Soviet Union, were 470 women and 175
children, more than half the total of those transported. They were
packed into trucks, drivem to .the borders of the Transkei and dumped
to fend for themselves.as best thgy can, I know the scrublands of
the Transkei, and seratching any sort of living from it is harsh

and savage for ‘even, the hardiest man; God knows how Qomen and children
would fare, WAnd it was to protest against this forced dumping of
these people that France's representative in Pretoria tried to rally
the other Western diplomats and failed. The British, the senior and
leading member of our Commonwealth, said that it would agree -to the
protest provided the other Western powers did so too. The Americans
and West Germans flatly refused to have anything to do with.any
protest, so the British also refused. And so the French had to give
up the attempt: but the French let it be known that they had made

the attempt. And how did the Western news media deal with it?Some

of them carried the news of the French attempt, and failure, in verwm

low key and almost as though unrelated to that large expulsion of
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human beings from that squatter settlement, And yet, if you had
had, say, e similar large-scale expulsion and transportation of
over a thousend Russians, especially if they were Russian Jews,
or Poles, or Czechs, or Hungariens, or East Germans, W&stern news
media reaction would have been dramatically different, and the
Western response to the French inid&iavaéve would have been very
different indeed. The double stendard that is at work is glering;
end it may, in the long run, turn out to be a major contributing
factor to the steady erosion of West Europeensend American influence
in black Africa., Forthose who believe that everything can be dealt
with by the use of muscle and might such ‘@ Y6ss of influence meay now
seewm not all that important; if you have guns and bombs and tenks
you don't need friends, or so it secems. I am not so sure myself
that the world's geo-political power relations can be resolved on
such simplistic terms. Gumns and bombs and tanks kill, to be sure:
but what heppens after,all the killing? What happens when the white
South Africans cafh 'mo \longer enforced their Apartheid by the uee of
might? And what happens when the Americans and the Russians pave
punched themselves out on each other? The West Europeans gemerally,
and the British particulerly, whose dominance of the world seemed so
fixed and permanent at one point, punched themselves out on each
other, end into second and third cless world status in something
under fifty years - between 1914 and 1946. Who says that American

y S0 apparently permasnent now,
or Soviet or Western dominance/is likely to be any more long-lived?
Anymore permanent? The political wise men, those with a sense of the
movement of history ha#se, like the new French President end his new
government, are beginning to lcok beyond the might of the gun and

the bomb. And this could lead to a real fallout between France and

her allies as the Southern African crisis continues to deepen and to
gather momen tum, Goodnight,



S#kerlisation and Freedom of Choice

NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broadcast on Monday

August 24, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Ever since the National Femily Planning Board announced
that it would launch a voluntary sterlisation programme through its
clinics there has been persistent discussion of the matter; from

time to time the discussion has become loud, public, overt - as when
ordinsry people express themselves by way of the welcome radio outlets
now available to them - more often it has been subdued, carried on
in small groups in private places and freom time to time on buses,

And, generally speaking, the mood _ds megative, people do not like

the idea of sterlisation, even with the word 'voluntary' attached to
it., And now, over this past weekend, the Committee of Women for
Pregress, has brought  something of a political dimension to the
discussion on voluntary sterlisation. And one of the very important
points the Commiftee of Women for Progress makes is that sterilisation
is irreversable: once a person has been sterilised, it cannot be
undonej the person stays sterilised for life. So let us look at the
case of a youngggiii of, say,'sixteen whe already hes two or three
children and who has a hard/;;megetting food for herself, let alone
her ®bbies, If such a young woman went to a family planning clinic

in a mood of desperation it would not be very difficult for any
health worker to persuade her that she would be better off being
sterilised, since one of her hopes for food and shelter may mean
'pleasing' one or a number of 'boyfriends', The idea of sterillisation,

of being free to 'sport' without the résk of making pickney ? could

even seem attractive im our very permissive environment. And S0,
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under certain social and economic circumstances the sixteen-year-old

with three children from three different fathers

/ could be persuaded to voluntarily agree to sterlisation, The hard
catch may be that five or six years down the road, when she is
twenty-one or tweerty-two or older she may meet a man who wants a
stable and permanent family relationship and who may want a child of
his own making to cement such a relationship. This kind of emotional
need and desire is not restricted xmxxEstxizxzz ti?i 2220131 class of
people only. And it is at that point that the young woman may turn
around in bitterness and curse the Board and the system which had,
for the best reasons in the world, made it dmpossible for her to
cement what looks like or could be a permanent and stable relationship
by having a child by a good man. And inour socio-political system
it is at least arguable that the deniald of a basic right of the
citizen may be involved., One of the cornerstones of our elective
political system is the right of the citizen to choose the government
he or she wants; and.inherent in that right is the right to change
his or her mind., ‘And so we choose one party to be the government for
a period; and thenwwe change our minds and turn them out and put in
another party: we did that last October, T%be denied the right to
change your mind, to say that you must live permanently with any one
decision, is to totally chénge the nature of our socio-political
system, Anfl sterilisation, be it voluntary on mom, denies the person
concerned the right to change her or his mind. Femily planning, the
use of contraceptives to control pregancy, does allow for the person
to change their minds., This, I suspect, is why the University Hospital
some years ago reportedly refused to sterilise any young woman under
the age of thirty unless the circumstances were exceptional., I think

any of

we need to be very 4? ul not to take from/our citizens, no matter

how oor éno ma ter how depressed, the right to change their minds,
Sterlllsa ion would take away that right. Goodnight



l) DPEC: Decline of the toil weapon',
leyan Planes Shot Lown What ResponseO

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

Augest 21, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The oil Ministers of the OPEC countries now meeting

in Geneva appeared to have failed +t6 agree on a common base price
for fhe dil they sell to the rest-of the world, A méjority.of the
OPEC countries had suggested that the base priee)should be §35-US

a barrel., Saudi Arabia has resisted this and after intense-negotiations
and consultations the Saudi oil Minister has said that his country
is not preparea to agree to a basic price of more than éi;;US a
barrel. And there the matter stood esrlier today., If there is to be
any agreement by the OPEC oil ecountries on a new base price it is
going to have to be that Saudi Arabie figure, because the'Saudis are
the single most powerful member of OPEC. " They produce something of
the order of 50%. of all the OPEC oil and so they can effectively
influence what happens on the world oil market. For instance, one of
‘the main reason? for the present glut-on tbe 0il market was the
Saudi deéisionﬁ to produce some ten million barrels of oil a day:
the Saudis flooded the oil market and sold .their oil at $32-US a
barrel. The, other OPEC countrles sold their oil at anythlng/gggzzxn
Ehat figure, going as high as $40 and $42 a barrel, So those who
bought the oil naturally bought the 'cheaper' ¢il from the Seudis
first and oniyﬁ?topped'up' whatever they needed xm from the more
expensive producers. The result was that the oil sales of the more
expessive producers slumped, Most OPEC members had to cutback on

peoduction as well as on their massive spending programmes based on
oil money. And this, in turn, held o0il and therefore energy prices
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at reasonably stable levels - which is why we have not had thewild

and dramatic o0il price surges of a few years ago over the ;ast three
years or so; Seudi Arabia has, single-handed, held back tgé}grice
increases most of the other OPEC members wanted, And, of course, the
meetings in Geneva this week were not only concerned with price; much
more important for some countries was the effort to persuade the
Saudis to cutback on their level of o0il production because as long

as the Saudis go on flooding the market with their oil it will be a
buyers market and prices will go on being relatively depressed. And

on this very important aspect of the business = the cutting back of
Saudi production - very ligtle has so far been made public, So even
if there is agreement to a ceiling of /$34 as the base price for a
barrel of oil, without a cutback"in Saudi production the high priced
producers would still have to seld in a glutted, buyers' market and

so be at a relative disadvantage. Th Saudis are,; of course, adopting
this like as political ome: they do not want any further radicalisatior
of the Middle East; and they see the UNited States as their best bet
for countering the Soviets penetrating the area; also, when those whom
they see as the wild men of Arab politics have less oil money to play
with they may be less inclined to finance Arab radicalism., Which is
why I think there will be no lUnited Arab response to the shooting down
by the Americans of the two Libyan planes. So the OPEC 'oil weapon'
has been greatly blunted. "And this morning's reported agreement under
which Mexico will sell 110-million barrels of oil to the U.S., for
strategic stickpiling at about $32 a barrel, will reduce the OPEC

0il weapon to near impotence. And then, in the offing, there is the

Soviet Union which is now the world's largest oil producers, When

she sgyarts exporting on a large scale, and using oil as a Soviet

'weapon' the world may enter yet another new stage of power play.
Goodnight,



Wanted: A Schools Text on
Marcus Garvey

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

August 19, 1981, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: Throughout this week here in Jamaica we, or some of

us, have been commemorating the 94th anniversary of the birth of

Nationel.Hero Mercus Garvey., On the dey itself, August 16th, there

was an officiel ceremony at Lawrence Park in St, Ann's an; and since

then khere have been a series of seminars and discussions on the life

and work of the great man. People who knew @arvey{ people who worked

with him and spoke with him, members of His organisation., the

Universal Negro Imprévement Associatioen = the UNIA, somm.Garvey

scholars from here and abroad, alk came’ together to take part in

this commemorative ceremony., Gervey is, after all;, the first of

Jemaica's proclaimed Natienal Heroes which makes'all this ceremoniel @

proper and fitting way,of enlérging and enriching Jamaiwvan national
national .

consciousness and self-respect: and/consciousness and self-respect

were perhaps the most importgnt qualities Gerﬁey wanted to instil

in his people, And yet, for all the ceremonial and for all the talk

and for all thg fine thoughts that -were expresséd this week about

_the man and His work, the ordinary, literate Jamaican citizen seems .

to know very lit%le really about Garvey as a perscn or about his

ideé.s9 except in the most general sort of way. And one key reason

for this, I suggest, is becmmee there is no formal and official

schools textbook imn existence here in Jemaica about the life and

work of Mreuws Garvey, ©So our children do not learn about Gervey

or about his ideas as part offi there general education., His life and

work is not found in any literature setbook , or imxamy as a history

text or even as biography: in short he is Just not part of thehearning
1
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process of Jemaican school children, And the once-a-year ceremonies
are not and never can be a zmkx satifactory substitute for making
the life and work of Marcus Garvey an integral part of the cultural
baggage of every Jemaican schooclboy and schoolgirl., Until we do
this for Garvey, and indeed, for all Jamaica's National Heroes, we
interested '
are open to the charge of being more/imtarsmssi® in using ou*National
Heroes as self-serving symbols than in spreading the knowledge of
what they really were and what they reaslly stood for: and this is
particularly so in the case of ﬁ?cus Garvey., Alreasdy , 21l maénner
of political animals have laid claim to_ the Garvey legamyg: and only
thﬁ;i:refully researched truth about the man and his l1life, and the
greatest possible knowledge about it all among tHiS/Wwho can be
described as Garvey's children will protect the legacy from the
claims that are fraudulent, Se an authoritative schools text on
Garvey, commissioned by the Ministry of Education for use in all our
schools, is & first eéssential, And this, I think, has to be done by
a Jemaican in order to set Garvey in the Jemaican context, If an
American were to, dowit the context and the perspective would be that
of the black American; if an African were to do it that context and
perspective would be African - for Garvey is, historicallly, the most
of this century
universal black man/whose vision and teachings cut across national
boundaries:but he is Jamaica's National Hero so a Jamaican writer
wi%ﬁ?geep roots here should put him into a Jamaican context for the

present and coming generations of Jamaican schoolchildren. There are

meny Jamaican writers who could do a superb schools text on Garvey,
my .

and the name of Vic Reid come automatically to/mind because he is a

uniquely Jamaican writer who also understands the Garvey vision. But,

whoever writes it, let us have that schBols text on Marcus Garvey and

the tools with which to fulfil th L?ream
Goodnight

S0 give Gervey's children



The Problem of Ideology & Perspective:
1) Slavery in Ethippia
2) Overthrowing of Unpopular Regimes
3) Assault on Institutions

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

August 17, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Last Friday that old and venerable research organisa-
tion, the London-based &nti-slavery Society told a United Nations
panél on slavery sitting in Geneva that Ethiopia was using slave
labour, It said it had received iﬁformation that Ethiopian authorit-
ies had rounded wp some 45,000 people to do forced labour in the
north of the country; and it said that as a resu}t of this forced
labour and the very harsh conditions under which the people had to
work at least 1,626 of them had died; and it urged the United Nations
to call on the International ILabour Organisation to make a formal
investigation of the charge. 1In Tresponse to this charge the Ethiopian
ambasaador to the United Nations Emmppean Office asked the panel

to ignore the report of the Anti-slavery society because it was based
on information reeceived from sources which were against the Ethiopian
government, «We must all hope that the United Nations will call on

the ILO to investigate this charge of slave labour in Ethiopia. And

I personally hope that the Jamaican vaernment will lend its weight
‘to that call at both the U.N. and I.L.0. levels, ZEthiopia is of
course not. the only place against which the charge of using slave
labour has been made. Charges of actual slavery, as well as of foreed
labour,. have been levelged against a number of other countries in

the Middle East and North Africa., And when I was a youth growing up

forced labour
in South Africa,/was a commonplace, I remember the police swooping

down on an African village and rounding up all the able-bodied men
and checking for their Pasees, those pieces of paper without which
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a black man was automatically both stateless and guilty. And since
each man had to carry several of these Passes there was nearly always
one that was missing or out of order or out off date or not properly
bundled
endorsed., And so the men were/zammim into huge cattle trucks and
driven off, not to be seen by wife or girlfriend or friends and
relatives for a year or two or three, if at all, They were usually
in small groups .
indentured/to remote white-owned farms where they worked for shelter
and keep and, if the farmer was kind, a few shillings a month which
was usually 'saved' for them until they were neleased. Others were
kept as prison gengs breaking stone and building roads for the state.
That is how it was when I was young in South Africa. My information
is that the system has been somewhat refined today, and is less
based, on (the Passes
obvious, but the system of forced labour/is still at work. So Ethiopie
is not alone, The difference ig that Ethiopia under the men who
overthrew Selassie's feudal, state makes claimgs to being socialist
and enlightened and a part of 20th century progress. And, ironically,
precisely because of its ideological posture, many people on the left
who would normally demnounce forced labour will somehow try to defend
it or excuse 1% or be silent., In much the same way that many so-called
believers in human rights on the right of the political spectrum, have
been and continue to be silent about the forced labour in South Africa
while denouncing the Soviet Gulags. Strong ideological commitment
to either the far right or the far left can lead to a most dangerous
brand of political corruption. It can lead those who claim to believe
sovereign
in/gelf-determination for Jamaica to call for outside ihterference
to overthrow the government of Grenada for instence; and it can lead
progressives tc being silent or defensive about the fact that the
people of Grenada have not yet been given & chance °°C ©%Press themselvej

|

on the new regimes And it can, for partisan reasons, lead t%? dangerousj
Ssavaging of such key institutions 2° the office of Chief Justice., Good }



1) Reviving the Economy
2) The Dangers of Suppressing Dissent
3) Putting People at the Centre of Things

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Friday
August 14, 1981, 6.10p.m
Good evening: One of the more nagging diffipulties we face in the
current.efforts to revive the Jamaican economy.is the prevailing
sense' of confusion among large numbers'of us about just what is
really happening., We have been givep figures.-wanich show a decline .
in productivity in certain important sectors, wThese have then been‘
immediatedly contradictea by the presentation of'another'set of &
figures to show that there really had been no decline in th&se sectors
or, that if there had been any marginal decline it had been offset
by increases in others. And these, conflicting figures have usually
been followed by the backers of one set of figures launching rather:
personal attacks questioning the motives and intentioné of those ‘
who put forward the figures they objec% to. And in this.welter of
cogflicting figures and the politicking and politricking around them,
moét of us are left in a state of confusion and many of us are turned
off and call dowm a curse on both their housés° And this, whatever
else it }s, cennot be good for the effort to revive the Jémaicén'.
economy. If it is true that it is going to be the Jamaican people
themselves who are going to have sto put in the effort to revive the
econ;my, then the Jamaican people are going to have to be absolutely
clear about the problems they face, the.dimensions of those.problems,
, those problems,
and what it is going to take to overcome/and what effort is going

to be demanded of them., I think that without this clarity of persepct-

ive it will be monumentally difficult, of not impossible, for the

Jamaican people to cope suecessT i £}
ully with their ec i
onomic Problems
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It is a truism that people, all people, usually cope better with
thing
matters that they undestand., When you do not underdtand a/ximg thing
you cannot understand its significance and you cannot know how best
to handle it. In this sense, getting at the true facts is critical
to the economic revival., It seems to me that at the moment the true
facts, whatever they are, are almost completely buried under the
conflictinlg avalanches of self-serving interpretations. So, isthe
economy reviving? Or is it not? Was economic performance for the
first five months of this year up or down compared with the same
period last year? Surely, it should be posgible“to have agreement
on the hard statistical facts even if there is disagreement on the
And those hard facts should be _available to the people,simply &
interpretation. /All this, of coursejassumes that the Jamaican people
as the key producers of the national wéalth, such as it is, are the
. on the other hand,
ones who are going to solve the problem., If/the assumption is that
somebody else is going to solve our problems for us, and that we
more-or—-less
ourselves are to be marginal and/passive participants limited to
carrying out instruetions, then it is not very important for us
and dimensions
to know or understand the nature/of our problems and what it needs
so nobody rewlly needs to tell us all the hard truth;
to deal with themi/after all, someone else will do it for us; all
we must do is give them the mandate and Iken leave them to get on
with the job., And if they don't deliver to our satisfaction then,
when the next elections come along,we will throw them out and try
another lot., And this, it seems to me, is at the heart of ecoomic

dependence, this business of someone else solving your problems for

you so it is not all that importent for you to be given all the hard

facts or for you to try and understand them and grapple with them,
Until we break out of this one we will not break out of economic

dependence, and economic revival and recovery will continue to be

!
|
somebody else's business, somebody else's responsibility aﬁd/MQM\ A‘J

e 9@“4J”&QW ey ok A, Goodnight,



1l) Bhemically Treated Food Imports
2) When Not to 'Bang Tough!'

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

August 12, 1981, 6,10p.m.

Good evening: The reporte out of St. Thomas of the latest outbreak
of food poisoning, and the reported statement by one of the govern-
ments medical officers that the illness experienced by the people
was consistent with chemicel poisoning, again raises the question

of how to safeguard the Jamaican community from dimported food which
has been tredated with possibly harmful chemiealds, Five years ago,
also in St. Thomas, one Jamaican family¥ was almost completely wiped
out by , losing six members ihrough the eating of imported food
which had been cﬁemically contaminated. I still recall the shock
and distress at the time, and’ the sStrong talk about the tightening
up of inspection., So ifbthe cause of this latest outbreak does turn
out,xmxk® on investigation,to be chem;cally contaminated food, what
has happened to the insSpection system which was supposed to have
been tightening after the poisoning of five years ago? You cannot :
have a tight inspection system only for as long as the event which
highlighted its necesssity is in the headlines, and then, when it

is no longer 'hot news' gof back to things as they were before.
Chemicals, some good, some dubious, some downright dangerous are all
being used by metropaolaman producers to protect their produce from
pests and to give them as aang a storége life as possible. And not
all the metropihlaman countries have the same strict rules.about i

the use of chemical preservatives and pesticides, So it is up to

A..

fgga Jemaican health authorities, at all times, to ensure that whatev

is brought in is not a health hazard. This is our responsibility, not

somebody else's, So let's make that tightened-up inspection a



permanent thing, before we have a large-scale disaster in which
hundreds may die. We have been relatively lucky this far; let us
relative
not push our/good luck., Next, did you see where Britain's Prime
Minister Margaréd Thatcher has announced that her government will
contribute £27-million or $48-million-U.S. to help the local
government authorities to repair the damage caused by last month's
rioting. Estimates.of the total cost of the damage to the British
cities hit by the/§;;:§ is &£45-million sterling or $80-million U.s.
So, for Mrs, Thatcher's government, and for the British local govern-
ment authorities - and therefore for the British taxpayer - the cost
of Mrs., Thatcher's toughness is comingdigh, If Mrs. Thatcher had
spent half that amount of money on job-ereating programmes, it is
at least arguable that last month's riots may not have happened or
may not have been on quite sueh a .destructive scale. So now she and
the local authorities have to find this kind of money for & repair
job when they said they could not or would not find it for what should
and could have been both economically and socially more productive.
There are times when national leader” must ‘hang tough' in order to

of a situation to their people.

bring home the,reality At such times

of the moment
they must endure the unpopularity/in expectation that the rightness
be understood
of their stand will/kximg later. And, always, when 'hanging tough'
cost
they must ensure that the/mxizsz of hanging tough will not outweigh

the likely future benefits: and this is a thing of judgement and of
*feel' which is what leadership is all about. To hang tough and then
have to pay more than you would have if you had not hung tough, is

bad political judgement, bad leadership. It is being very costly to

Mrs, Thatcher and the British taxpayers. Mr, Reagan,as Governor,

hung tough in California and forced state government employees to

back away fropm v .. o The cost was worth it then, Will it be
the same when %hgqffﬁetraffic controller effair is over? Goodnight



The Arms Reee & the Neutron Bomb

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

August 10, 1981, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: Americen President Ronald Reagan's weekend announce-
ment that the United Staetes will, efter all, go ahead with the
production of the so-called neutron bomb has sent shock waves
reverberating through all the world's political and military nerve-
centres, First reaction from America's Westernsallies has, generally,
been rather guzemdd., Soviet reaction, on the other hand, has been
predictably hot and angry and violently hostile. The Russians
described the American decision as a/"step designed to bring the
world closer to a nuclear catastrophe", And they describe the new
weapon as "the most inhuman type of weapon of mass annihilation",

And the anti-war groups, worldwide, have started to mobilise for
what is almost certaim “to be & worldwide campaign against the neutron
bomb., Such a campaign may create some problems for the Soviet Union
which'has already said that it woulc have to respond to the challenge
posed by the American decision to produce the neutrdn bomb: for tpe
only meaningful response would be for the Soviets to produce their
own version of the neutron bomb. And if both super-powers are
producing the neutron bomb then the anti-war movement will either

hyppcracy.
have to target both America and Russia or stend accused of/mypzxazy

America's
So the politically motivated screams against/xk® neutron bomb may
be short-lived if the Soviets decide on & socialist neutron bomb to
counter the capitalist neutron bomb, As far as the rest of us, the

non-aligned of the world and those without the technology to produce

this new refinement in death-dealing, are concerned the ideology of

the neutron bomb is cold comfort. What is depressingly certain is
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that this latest decision is bound to step up the already galloping
arms race. A recent issue of Time Magazine, the issue of July 27th,
had a chart comparing the growth of American and Soviet arms between
1976 and this year 1981l. 1In 1976 the Americans had an almost three
to one lead over the Soviets in strategic nuclear warheads; today
the lead has been dramatically reduced even though the American still
have nearly 1,000 more gggijzzrheadso In nuclear launchers, in
submarines, in large warships, in artillerg, in combat aircraft, the
Soviets are ahead of the Americans, And in tanks the Soviet superioritj
is massive: they have 48,000 tanks to the Ameriean's 11,560, And in
manpower you have 4,8-million Soviet soldiers to America's 2,-million.
ompiission '
One important/from this chart however is the size and strength of
the forces of America's NATO allies. It can be argued thaet the same
point can be made about the Soveet's Wéﬁgw cht allies, But there are,
I suggest, profound qualitative differences, Still, on the face of Ng
the Soviets eppear %o have the edge in firepower over the Americans.
anti-Soviet
And in the kind of/€old Wer climate now being generated by the Reagan
Administration, that edge in firepower is a deadly threat that has
to be neutralised as quickly as possible. So why not this 'clean'
neutron weapon which kills by radiation which can penetrate buildings
end steel and kill the people in them wiﬁhout damaging the buildings
or the machines., With such a weapon you can, in one fell stroke,
neutralise the massive tank superiority. This is the logica beh#&nd
the Reagan decision to produce the neutrom bomb, What it does not
seem to have allowed for is the Soviets also producing that weapon
and capping it with something even worse, And of course, when you
have this scale and Xygp® quality of arming by two sides each of which
fears and distrusts and sees the other as the devil, then the time

when they use thq§e weapons, in self-defence of course, is not too
far away. And the%\are a.;ﬁjg»minority of the human race., Goodnight,.
A L vy Zrt



U.Ss Air Traffick Controllersf Strike:
Some Likely Conseguences

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
August 7, 1981, 6,10p.m
Good evening: The strike of Americen air traffick controllers,
which started at the beginning of this week, now looks like
developing into a most interesting test of wills and of strength

the Administration
between/Rxzsingnt Reagan/and sections of the American labour move-
ment. The first thing to note is that the airvtraffic controllers
involved in this strike are Federal governmenteemployees, and such
government employees in the United States are forbidden by law
to strike. So when negotiations for a new wage contract between
the Federal Aviation Administration, on behalf of the government,
and the Professional Air Traffic Controllers Orggmisation, on behalf
of the controllers, broke down there were only two possible ways
out of the impasse., , The workers could accept the government offer,
which was a world away from what they had demanded, or they could
break the law and strike., Their professional organisation decided

are an overwhelming

on strike action and indications so far/xzx that A majorityof the
13,000-0dd controllers were firmly behind their organisation, The
government reacted firmly and foreefﬁlly° President Reagan himself
announced a deadline by which the strikers had to return to work or
face dismissal, All the power of government pressure and governemnt
propaganda were aet loose against the strikers. But when the deadline
passed the strike still held, with the government side claiming thet
fgzggone thousand controllers had gone back to work but with the

union spokesman saying only about 400 workers had gone back. But

w@%her it is 400 or 1,000 it is a very small number indeed outof

12,000, So the strike was holding and the President had to make good



on his dismissal threat, And®so dismissal notices started going
out by post7 Latest reports are that whax somewhere in the region
of 5,000 such notices have gone out. But it is go®ng to take at
least a month for the dismissal process to be completed. So what
happens in the meantime? The government is deploying air traffic
controllers from the army and scaling down some of the operations.
Government spokesmen cleim that air traffic is operating at T5% of
normal, The airlines,on the other hand, talk of losses of $35-million
a day, and of travellers avoiding air travel im large numbers. And
the official thinking is said toc be toc hangitough until the strike
is busted by what is known as decertification - which in effect is
the equivelent of our loss of bargaining rights. At first blush it
did in fect look as though Mr., Reagen had the necessary muscle to
bust what was, after all, an illegal strike. The courts imposed
heavy fines on the unicon, i1ts leaders and striking members. The
rest of the American lebour movement seemed stunned intc immobility;
and then, very slowly, the AFL-CIO gave its backing to the striking
controllers,qpartly, I think, because other union-represented govern-—
ment employees Yike the 200,000-strong American Federation of
Government Employges saw it as threatening theirﬁggterests as well.
The American Federation of Government Employees is currently making
no headway in its negotiations with the government for new contracts,
If the union of the air traffic controllers is busted today, what is
to prevent the American Federation of Government Employees being
busted tomorrow? And so the concerns in the labour movement are
earlier

widening, And/today we had the news that the International Federation

of Air Treffic Controllers may be advising 2ll its affiliates not
to provide fheir services to American airciﬁifo If this were to happen
©

the Reagan hang on this matter “oY o OutLHOtéiidigzgﬁg e 1t[seemed(



1) The Gambia and Senegal
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
August 5, 1981, 6.,10p.m
Good evening: While we in Jamaica were preoccupied with the
celebrating of the nineteenth anniversary of Jamaican independence
much was going on in the outside world, In the tiny West African
republic of the Gaﬁbia, which became independent in 1965, a short
three years after Jamaica became independent, / a reportedly bloody
little coup attempt was launched last Thurgday.while the President
was in London for the royal wedding. OQOther and perhaps wiser heads
of unstable governments h,d sent their wives or their deputies to
represent them in London: the Gambien President did not so the
political dissidents seized on his absence to make 2 grab for power.
It looks as though they hawve failed, thanks mainly to the intervention
of Senegal, which sent in half of its army to put down the coup. If
Senegal had not done this the popularly elected government, which has
,under the 'same leader,
been in power/continuously since independence, 2nd which had won
each successive general election with increased majorities, would
have been overthrown and elective democracy would have come to an end.
But that raises the interesting question: What kind of a democracy is
it which has to be supported and kept in power by outside military
force? The answer to this, I think, is what makes the Gambia such a
very special case. If you look at a map of the West coast of Africa
you will see that except for its short coast line the Gambia is
entirely surrouhded by Senegal. You will see too that the Gembia River

one of the finest waterways in West Africa, is the dominant feature
of the Gambia, In fact, what is now the Republic of the Gambia was

created by the British way back in 1588 in order to exercise control



over that great waterway which cut like a broawad finger nearly 300
miles inland and on which the ships of the times could sail almost
all the way, That river was of crucial importance in the European
scramble for Africa of the time; and in that scramble the French
held on to gost of the land, which is now Senegal, but the British
could not be dislodged from the great river and the stretch of land
on either side of it. And so a majority of the people of modern-day
Senegal are of the Woloff tribe, and a majority of the people of the
Gembia are also of the same Woloff tribe., But for the divisions

what is now
imposed by tne European colonisers/Senegal znd«and what is now the
Gambia would have been one geographic whole?: the Woloffs of both
speak tne same language; so do the Fulanis; so do the Mandingo. Only
the official languages are different: French in one instance; Ebglish
in the other, Apert from the great river, the Gambia is poor in
natural resource$, The groundnut or peanut is its main crop. And althou’
it has a land area of 4,88§7£§les (which is not very much smaller than
Jamaica) it has a‘pepulation of less than half a million people. The
events of these past few days have dramatised the artificiality of
the imposed separation, which bothg the Senegalese and the Gambians
have recognised since as far back as 1963, when they jointly invited
the United Nations to send a team of experts to advise on future
possible links between the two., The Gambian government then said that
it wanted union with Senegal provided it could retain a considerable
degree of autonomy as well as its association with Britain and the
Commonwealth, At that time the great Leopold Sanghor, who felt as
strongly about Senegal's association with France, was Pregident of
Senegal, Senghor is now off the scene, Dawda (formerly David)Jawara

has just been saved from a coup, not by the British or the Commonwealt}

- 3 3 . N 1 W
but by his historic kin. So perhaps the long-talked ofj will come
out of the need to survive, Goodnight L.



1) Our Water Troubles
2; The Present State of the JOS
3) On Becoming Obsessed

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

July 31, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The Independence weekend is on us and the Jamaican
community approaches the 19th anniversary of Jamaican independence
in what cen only be described as a very mixed mood indeed. That
sense of purpose and unity we had, most of us, hoped for after
last October's elections has not, so far, manifested itself, To
be sure the festival activities of this week héve gone a long way
toward muting the things that divide and accenting the things that
unite, And, but for that unpleaéFt outburst of nastiness in
parliament this week, even the politiecal scene has been relatively
subdued. The worrying thing“about what happened in Parliament, for
me at least, is that the substance over which that row flared up
may be completely lost under the heat and fury of the row itself,
And the substance, lest we forget, concerned the question about

the conduct of some,members of the police force; and this is a
metter that is of serious public concern with which we do not waft
to play partisan politics. The police, and the building up and the
maintaining of good relations between the public and the police

are critical to the peace and order of the society: so we want to
eliminate anything which undermines such good relations, and strength-
en anything which reinforces them. And scoring partisan points - no
matter who does it - is not the way to achieve this end, Still, it
does promise to be a politically peaceful long Independence weekend.

I hope, too, that oux water problems, especially in the Corporate

\
ns
water supply has not been much better of late than the Weter Commisgio

—

Area will be greatly eased after today's meeting® Tan KNNG"S rage



2

Some of us up in the hills of West Rural St,Andrew who are supplied
by the KSAC have for weeks had long stretches of being without
wa¥er and then, when it finally came had only a trickle, And
to compound this, the KSAC , which had not sent out water bills for
this year so far, then instituted a programme of lock-offs, If
a water worker had not told me that we were on a lock—off list
we may have had to spend this Independence wekgerdd without water,
last year's
And the funny thing is that the/amount for which my supply would
have been locked-off had been paid and I had the receipts to prove
it. So I went down to the offices and my neme _was removed from the
list, I wonder how many other people were in similar situation and
are now without water., I think the/Leoeal Government Ministry could
eliminate this kind of mix-up by having lock-off lists (with lock-off
dates) displayed at post offices and postal agencies so that people
could have a little advance notice, either to pay up or to prove
that they have already done so. Just cutting off people's water
without notice 1s bad enough; it is made worse when it turns out that
the authorities’ are at fault, Do better than that. Another worrying
thing is the elaim by JOS supervisors that the company is grinding to
a halt. Some of us have warned the JOS workers and their unidgs for
years of this possibility, and they ignored our warnings and squeezed
the milch cow dry without thought for the morrow, Now the morrow is
here, And still they blame each other for what is wrong. It is a sad
situation for the travelling public who deserve and have paid for
better. What happens now is anybody's guess: what is for sure is the
endless subsidy can't go on., And finally, I sometimes wonder how our
;ggtégg%d trenchant columnist would fare if he did not ride other

leech
coattails and leeeh} off other folk's work, Pesce and love and have

|

a2 good long Indepedence Weekend., Goodnight



1) The Royal Wedding: N News Spectacular
3) Banisadr Escapes the Mullahs
3) Youth Unemployment in Britain

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
July 29, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: News is what happens: and that royal wedding which
took place in London earlier today was thgﬁiappening which has
primery
commanded the/attention of almost all of the world's news outlets
today. So, like it or not, approve of it or not, that wedding is
today's number one news story, overshadowing everything else that
happened in the world today. In other eircumstances 1 think the
successful espape of former Iranian President Abolhassan Banisadr
to France, where he has now been granted political asylum, would
have been today's major news story: it is certainly more important,
politically, than any wedding no matter how royal, But that wedding
is, because it has been murned into , the world's number ongﬁgiory
special
today. We were told by .the BBC's own/commentator that 750-million
people all over the world were watching the telecast and listening
to the radio broadcast of that wedding while it was taking place in
London, I don't know how they arrif&.at that esact figure of T750-
million but if they are correct then something in excess of one-~fifth
of the entire humaen race must have watched and listened to the broad-
cast of that wedding ceremony. And that is a massive audience by any
measure you care to use., But for me personally by far the most
important aspect of this entire matter was the extraordinary quality
of the production at every level. Those of you who watched the

ceremony on television this morning must have been struck by the

startling clarity of the pictures and by the obviously superb quality

of the technology that made pPossible the instant transmissi f
ssion o
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managed
that masterly/spectacle across thousands of miles, so that you

could even see the twitch of a person's face four thousands miles
away and as it happened, What if that wonderful technology, or

at least part of it, were to be put to other and more socielly use-
ful and creative purposes? What if those wonderful scientific
skills, that ability to transmit sound and image, were employed to
instruct the drought-stricken nomads of the Bahel how to resist

and xkxaw force back the creeping desert; or teach the Africans on
the vast grassland plains mow to produce more end,better food; and
how to fight the many diseases of ignomance and poverty. As far

as I know India is the only country making serious efforts to put
this kind of high level, high quality, methods of communication

to serious social use for the common good. Eisewhere in the worold,
and especially amoyg those who have this terbnology in abundrmree,

it is being used primarily for sport, light entertainment and as

the vehicle for selling those things the developed world wants to
unload on the Third World. Please don't get me wrong. 1 am not
quarrelling with sport or light entertainment or the Big Sell. All

I am saying is that in addition to these this great technology should
also be used to bring socially useful help and instruction to that
three-quarters of makkind who are in desperate need., The catch is
there are no sponsors for that type of programme, which is why the
Third World is pressing for a New Information Order, which would put
at least part of that great technology we saw in use at that wedding
this morning, to the service of the poor and the dispossessed of the
earth. Ana of course, one uneasy backdrop to this morning's spectacle

gnd one which made many people sigh with relief when the drive in

the open earriage was over, was the fear of rioting by unemployed

young people, The government there seems belatedly to be relaxing its
stiff-necked moneterism., I hope we get the message. Goodnight,



v

Independence VWeek, 1981:
Divided & Exploited,

NEWS COMMENTARY
For bropsdcast on Monday
July 27, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: We are at the start of another Independdnce Weeky
celebration which will reach its climax next Monday, August 3rd,
with observation of the 19th anniversary of Jameican Indepérnerce,
Yesterday/ﬁziz of our churches throughout the country held Independen
ce Anniversary Thanksgiving services! and at(one, of those services,
a2t the Coke Memorial Methodist Church here in< Kingston, the Anglican
Bishop of Jamaica, the Rev Neville DeSouza, spoke about independence
and division and exploitation, He said there could be no true
independence if the nation was divided and exploited. He said
wherever people are so divided that the privileged and the under-
privileged are opposed and inc conflict there can be no integrity.

He said there were many Jesmaicans who have rejected the possibility
of a Jamaican culture.and who have assimilsted the cultures of

other places and other spheres of influenee. And he said culture is
the values people live by, as they will live with the realities of
their environments° And the reality of our environment (and please
note I am paraphrasing and not quoting Bishop DeSouza) is thatwe will
have to reckon with those who have power and who would like %o -
perpetuate and extend that power and dominance, And so, for our
independence to be meaningful and real the nation must put an end
to the division and the exploitation. The hard gquestion raised by
Bishop DeSouza's very timely call is: How do we stop the division?

How do we en® the exploitation? Between Indppendence Week last year

end Independence Week this year, much has changed and much remeins



the same., This time last year the Jamaican society was in the grips
of a terrible bloodletting: guns barked nightly and people, especially
in the ghetto areas, lived and worked and sleﬁ’in fear because our
democratic politics had turned savage and brutish and violent and
the political gun had become the substitute for the political debate;
and even Jjournalists had functioned as verbal assassins of the'enemy'.
We had adopted the totalitarian concept of the 'enemy' as scmeone
to be wiped out by any and all means; gnd any and all means were
justified in the drive for power., Now, a year (later, there is blood-
letting of a lesser and different kind, The political guns are silent;
the fear is reduced; but the tension and uncertain seem to linger.
The hopes and expectations which led to the democratically carried
political
out/changes of last October seem- to be evaporating., And still people
seem to look to one man to do ‘for them what they must really do for
themmelves, The myth that this or that political party, that this or
that leader, that this or that class, can solve the nations problems
persist and has, since.this time last year, been reinforced by the

In this respect we are worse off than we were this time las
super-myth that the Americans will solve our problems for us. /¥ear.We
still try to evade tﬁzfz?uth that only we can solve our problems - and
even with the best help of our friends we must do it. So for all the
loan inflows our eccnomic independence has been diminhsbhéd and the
well-stocked supermarkets are cold comfort to those who cannot buy
what they have. There are, relatively, more unemployed now than we had
this time last year, And we are yet to learn the painful lesson that

win or S0
just as you cannot/borrow your troubles away,/you cannot vote theq?aj
—

You may vbote for new policies and direction but you still have to work

to make them succeed. This time last year Community EnterpriseCrganis

gtions held a very faint promise of economic democracy. In this

Independence Week, there is great uncertainty and a disturbing
ambivalence about where we are and what we are at. Goodnight,



1) How to Stop a Strike
2) Lay-offs at Guiness, Coca Cola
3) Unemployment: A Dangerous Time-bomb

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
July 24, 1981, 6.,10.p.m.

quick .
Good evening: The/end of the strike by engjneers and supervisors

of the National Water Commission is, I thinky an objeft lesson

on how to stop a strike. Here you happen to.have a government
Minister who happens to understand the psychology of .the workers,
and who was prepared to move quickly to get workers and management
to talk face-to-face, even if it meant @an all-night session, and
who was prepared to be reasonable and €oneiliatory rather than

big, strong, tough and officious. @And so0 what could in other
circumstances have turned @mXx into.a long drawn out affair ended

as one of the shortest strikes we have had in an essential utility
in a very long time. I think the Minister of Local Government
deserves great credit for the speed and good sense with which he
handled fhis partieular situation, as well &as for how he handled
the brewing water troubles in Montego Bay a day earlier, Let us
hope that othersy both inside and outside the government, learn
this lesson and take a leaf from NMr., Charles' book when they are
faced with lé;bour problems., Worker do not, generally, resort to
strike action or even the threat of strike action lightly or
frivolously; they are not, as some would have us believe, the pawns
of political subversives using the strike weapon, They are, generaslly,
sober and sensible people who have, or who sincerely believef they
have, some legitimate grievance, And getting tough or threatening
people who are already embattled and who feel their cause is Just,

is not the best way to achieve industrial peace and harmony. The
best way - and Mr., William Isaacs showed us this during the life of

|
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the previous regime, and Mr., Pearnel Charles is showing now - is

the way of reason and conciliation and of treating the workers aws

sober and reéponsihle people worthy of respect end serious consider-

ation even when there is disagreement with them, The sooner the

'get tough' joﬁghnies on the other side of the industrial relations

understand

scene/this cardinal point, the soomer will industrial peace and

harmony become realities. There is no way that anybody in today's

Jameica is going to bully or threaten or frighten Jamaica's organised

labour movement into cowed submission. Indeed, such a state of things

would not even be in the interest of greater productivity or the

turning around of the economy; a sulden, disconﬁed work force with

a sense of grievance is most unlikely to be very productive; it will

only do as little as it has oy for,as much as it can get. Like the

other sectors in the society, like the investorf, the savers, the

merchants and manufacturers,jii—5s best motivated by incentives of

one kind or another. One ef our major problems is that while we have

incentives for .these other sectors we are asking the workers to hold

strain and, 4dndeed, to accept more unemployment and reductions in

their living standaerds., Just today some 213 workers were lsid off
army of the

from two bottling companies to join the growing ranks of the/unemployed

assumes any responsibility for
Who/mwms those workers and that vast and growing army of unemployed?
Does the society have any obligation to give them a chance tc earn
There was a Tuma
an honest living?/ixxxnxxxhxxlwhen it seemed to, 2 time when the
Minister of Labour even talked about some form of job sharing. What

has come of that talk? The ranks of the unemployed keep growing and we,

as a society,do nothing eabout it at our own social peril. For
unemployment is a dangerous social time-bomb that : explode if it

is not defused., And not even armies have been able to contain that

1
|
kind of social explosion. Goodnight. ;



The Economics of Survival:
End of the Political Honeymoon?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
July 22, 1981, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: The President of the Jamaica Exporters' Association
yesterday revealed that there had been a drop of 7.8% in Jamaican
exports during the first five months of this year. And Mr. Vaswani
predicted that for the whole of 1981 we were likely to end up with
a total drop in exports of 5%, And this, he reportedly said, was
the first decline Jamaica's exports have shown since 1976. And
this, however you look at it, is a bad omen for the projected 3%
real growth igﬁginancial Year 1981/82 set out in the government's‘
Economic Policy Memorandum to, fhe I,M.F. In fairness, though, let
us note that the Memorandum said; "With the plant and equipment
now in place, real greeoth of .3 per cent, can be achieved in FY _
1981/82", So there was no statement that such growthhglil be achievg
only that it cam  be achieved. Indications now are that we are
unlikely to,reach that tentative target., And if it is something
as recently as

which was seenwas achievable/in March and April of this year, why
does it now, a scant three months later, seem so unlikely of achieve-
ment? Partly, I suggest, because all of us, in our different ways,

. wishful
have become the victims of our own/propaganda. The private sector
wanted to be 'freed up' after the years off regulation and restraint,
But being 'freed up', for them, did not mean the freedom of having
to compete with trailer-loads oféoods from countrieé which produce

/
for much larger markets and which can therefore treat us as something

of a dumping ground for their surplusses: being 'freed-up' meant,

ideally, an end to regulation and restriction but a eon thnyueqd



2

protected market, and all the foreign exchange needed, without
_ unionised
too many questions., The/workers for their part wanted to be
'freed' from the shortages and the scarcities and the shrinking
buying-power g?;;zges: they wanted more goods in the shops and
supermarkets; more wages and greater fringe benefits for roughly
the same level of performance and output as they/iiix given during
the past regime; and they wanted Jjob security, and all the social
services., And all of us looked}%he government or to somebody else
to turn the economy around for us, And, indeed, the government
itself seemed to thikk, or behaved as though 1t thought, that once

dealt successfully with the IMF and
it had/freed-up the economy its major job was done and that it was
up to the private sector to create employment opportunities. The
government's only major other task, it seemed, was to attract foreign
investment, and for this and for the IMF we needd%g have a workforce
that is not quite as miditant about its rights as is our present
unionised workforce..Put all these together and you come up witﬁa
local private seetor which sees itself under pressure and which is
not too happys “sales are down; consumers are not buying or buying
foreign; there 1is a meat glut; exports are down; production i#down;
foreign exchange is short. You have?workforce that feels embattled
and jumpy and ready to flex its muscle at the first hint of provoc-
ation. And you have a government obsessed with being sabotaged and
destabilised. All not very different from how it was in the last
two or three years of the previous regime. So we have an unhappy
private sector, an unhappy work forwe, & not too happy government,
and a not happy general populace, Whatever else this mix is: it is
not conducive to the kind of human effort that is needed to turn the
economy around, All it is is the end of the politi al_&_oneymoon°

Now we need to settle down-and tackle our problemsL?ealistically;
the Americans cennot do it for us, nobody else cant When do we begin?

GOOdnigh



Agricultural Production
& Price Supports

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
July 20, 1981, 6,10p.m.

Good evenihg: In the midst of our preoccupation, last week, with
. = 1if not most -
massive water shortages and electricity blackouts, many/of us
paid only ©passing attention to a bit of startling information
on the agriculturel front. It was carried on the frontpage of
Last Thursday's Gleaner under the heading 'Too Much Meat for the
Market', According to that item there is piled up in our cold
storage facilities some two million poﬁnds of pork, some two-and-
a~half million pounds of chicken meat, and roughly one million
pounds of beef for which there are no buyers. And so the livestock
industrj, we are told, is in ‘@ state of near panic over this
mounting glut in meatkind. Jemaicens are not buying the meat; or,
at least, they are not buying enough to reduce the stockpile. And
the fear, indeed,. is that the stockpile is growing. Anaiyou know,
and I know, that in Vvery very many Jamaican homes people are not
getting enough meatkind to provide thneir families, and especially
their growing ehildren, with enough meat to make up a rounded and
balanced diet; old people, pensioners on small fixed income, the
poor and the children of the poor all suffer to varying degrees
from protein deficiency. And oﬁg}gtorage facilities are full to
bursting with chicken and pork and beef; and our livestock producers
are desperately searching for markets., The Minister of Agriculture,
general

K2 2
Dr, Broderick, told last week annual/meeting of the Jamaica

Agrigultural scciety that the government stood to lose close on

half a million dollars on the buying of roughly two million pounds

weight of meat which is now in cold storage. And he reportedly



warned the farmers that the government had no intention of becoming
a main buyerg of these meat products, so the farmers had better go
out and find markets for themselves, Feir enough. That is sound
theory in terms of the free play of market forces., In theory, when
there is a glut prices come down, and if the glut is great enough
and prices tumble low enough, large numbers of farmers lose their
shirtd and often their land as well and go out of business; and
agricultural production collapses and shortages return and the
country cannot feed itself., And the farmers who have been hurt before
refuse to go back into the same business which had mashed them up so
badly. It was because the free play of market forces had this kind
of destructive.effect on agriculture that even %g:;committed cepital-
istic free enterprise societies instituted systems of agricultatal
price supports to stabilise prices and so stabilise production.
oldest and
The United States has one of the/most elaborate agricultural price-
support systems in ‘the world, dating back to the time of the great
depr@ssion, The U,S. government buys up and stores thousends of
millions of dollars worth of surplus agricultural produce each year
in order to keep prices stable, The British, the French, the West
and indeed moest other European countries,
Germans,/all have agricultural price support systems because they
know, from experience, that without such price support systems, and
a measure of rationalisation of production, agriculture would be in
constant chaotic state of boom and bust, of glut followed by shortage
followed by collapse. If,.in our zeal to prove our commitment to
the so-called free play of market forces, we remove the limited

suppor¥s and restraints we have provided our agriculture up to now,

we may live to see »nd to mourn the day ©f the collapse of our

fledgling livestock indusgpry and much else. S0 let us copy the

American capitalist practice on this one. Goodnight.



1) Sophisticated Bank Robbeby
2) Bzad News is Good News: Patterns of Reporting
3) U.S., Cuba, Jamaica: WhAat Type of Relations?

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

July 17, 1981, 6.10p.m.

Good evening: This dismal week of water shortages and power

outages remained true to fofm with yesterday's massive and obviously

well planned robbery at the Mona camp32?2§hthe National Commercial

Bank, Let us hope there is no other disaster before this week is

out, and that we can put it behind us as yow.do a bad dream. The

bank robbery made banner headlines in both of/ this morning's papers:

one paper has it as: "Gunman rob bank-of $3-m"; The other sgys:

"Kidnap-robbers in #4-m Bank Heist". So even here, in a non-contro-

versial, non-political, news event:there seem to be two versions of

what happened, or, at least, of the amount of money involved. Did

the robbers get away with a guarter of a million dollarZ Or did

they get away withohalf a million dollars? And why the discrepency

in the two figures? Were the two papers provided with different sets

of figures in the same way that different sets of figures were

provided about the Jameica-Soviet Alumina deal? These conflicting
building and maintaining

figures are not good for/public confidence in what should be reliablc

information from mecognised sources, And if people cannot be sure

of the accuracy of the facts given them from the floor of their

parliament or the frontpages of their newspapers, then where are they

to turn for the truth, undoctored? Confidence, or the lack of it,

in the information from public institutions and public persons can

make all the difference to the life or death of our kind of open
political system. And then there is the matter of the high degree of

Skill and sophis ication Pehind yesterday's robbery. I am not sure



that any geng of professionals in Chicago or New York or Paris or
Berlin could have carried out yesterdey's operation any more neatly.
I deliberately leave out London professional gangsters because of
the gun factor: the British erpboks, especially the highly skilled
professionals, are as opposed to the use of firearms as are the
British police. Which, incidentally, would explain why there was not
a single reported death after ten days of rioting in Britain. But
that is By the way. The real point is that the kind of skills used
obviously
in yesterday's robbery,/sm# based on what television teaches us
about how these things are done in the metropolitan centres, is the

kind of transfer of technology we could well do without. The trouble

is it is here, and there is no way it can now be shut out. There is

only one better

mExway way to stop an ideay, and that is by a/s=xxexisx idea., Do we
can and action

have anyxki™ag idea that/channel the skilled planning/that went into

activity?
yesterday's robbery into more creative and constructive/zRarmzxs®

Suppression will go.some way; but it is not the cure. And this is a
problem which is likely to grow rather than diminish. And making 'bad
news & medis event also has a bearing. Another of this morning's
hegdlines said 'Production Fslling'. What had happen was 8 of 15
commodities showed a decline in preoduction; 7 others showed increeses.
Three of those that declined were foreign exchenge earning, buﬁgne
of those that increased was a greater foreign ezbhange earner than
all three combined. Inshort, on examination, increases and declimes
Just about balanced out. Only the headline did not., And finelly, I

a sentence of

received a letter from a friend 'up North'/which said: "I read in the

papers recently that RKeagan has decided to return Guantanamo to Cuba

and my first thought was that a deal 2287 have been made to hand over

Jamaica to Reagan". Remember how it was a year or two a§°? Only in
reverse. And I see the Cuban doctors are still with us &nd very Wwelcon

The French have a saying for it all. Goodnight.



1) A Trying Time
2) Cutbacks in Alumina/Bauxite Industry
3) The Unsettled Labour Scene

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
JU.ly 15, 1981, 6olopomo

Good evening: The past few days have tufned out to be exceedingly
trying ones for most Jamaicans at the level of ddy-to-day living,
Light and water are necessities: without water life itself becomes
impossible; long spells of water shortage can, and often does, make
any semblance of civilised and comfortable existence very difficult.
When people cannot wash their bodies or .the clothes they wear; when
they cannot flush the indoor toilets they use in crowded cities
and tenement yards, then they and their environment turn into an
almighty and oppressive stink./ And when people go to work with
their unwashed bodies clothed in unwashed garments there is irritation
and frsutration at work. And Mo amount of scent or bay rum is able
to.hide the basic_discomfort. Add to this théoften long wait for
pugiggsport to go“wto work in hot and overcrowded. buses and the whole
thing becomes a most dismal experience. And this is how it has been
for all those hundfeds of thousands of Jemaicans, especially. those
in the Corporate Ares of Kingston and St. Andrew, whose homes or
workplaece or both were without water for long spells over the past
few days., 1 am not sure that even the very affluent or the luxury
apertment dwellers have completely escaped the dismal discomfort of
being without water these past few days. And then there is the
business of electricity. Urban living is artificial and refrigerated.
Working people do all their main shopping once a week, when payday

comes around., They refrigerate and freeze the week's food, expecting

it to stregch +till next payday, with only minor additions during



the intervening days. When zXXx thihsg carefully structured house-
hold storing pattern is thrown out of gear, as it was these past
few days, by séheﬂuled and unscheduled power outages, the result
can be widespread grief, with food becoming spoiled or contaminated
and costly appliances becoming damaged., And most ordinary Jamaican
households have had to go tc consideraple trouble to be able to

buy a refrigerator or a freezer - which is generally seen as a

once in a lifetime investment. And this, too, is how it has been
for very, very many Jamaican householdSover.these past few days,

And this context of acute and often costly physical discomfort/igr
much of the societg's work

ERXxgEEXRRIzkxisxezniueiwe force is mot conducive to the kind of
productivity we all say we agree Jemaica needs at this time. If we
really want Jamaica's workers to producg to the best of their abilié?e
then the society is going to have to/ﬁiisxx sure that they do not
dissipate quite as mueh of their productive capacities and energies
grappling with physical discomfort, as they have had to do these
past few days.cThis is no more then enlightened economic self-interest
And T am giad that the telephone strike now really appears to be
over; perhaps 1t was belated recognition of where enlightened self-
interest lay. And i terms of trials of atrength, it would obviously
not have been in the enlightened self-interst of the workers in the
baurite/alumina industry to go on strike at a time of cutbacks and
huge stockpiles. The companies could easily sit them out. But there
still remain the important questions of whether Jjust raw muscle, all
by itself, is the ideal means to ease the unsettled labour scene;

publicly
and the other important matter raised/yesterday which is whether

the Industrial Disputes Tribunal s in fact bound by the 9% wage

ceiling of our agreement with the IMF. If it is, it would explgin
the reluct of unions to take that route. So, is it? Goodnight
' Q%saz/i it 1S wuf, bket olo Ba paiens Ty P



The British Riots

NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broadcast on Monday

July 13, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The weekend has been relatively quiet here in
Jamaica, but it has been tarbulent and viodent in most other parts
of the world. And nowhere has it been more viodently unsettled

than in normally staid and law-abiding and peaceful Britain., For
this morning's reports are that it is no longexr just English rioting;
there has been an eruption in Scotland as wedl, on thié 10th straight
day of British urban rioting. And what began, or was seen as, an
outbreak of racial violence in the London Suburb of Southall ten

days ago when white neo-Nazi youngazgiigﬁknown as Skinheads attacked
the Asian, mainly Pekistanigycommunity in the area, has now escalated
into somethingd a great deal more than just racial friétion° There
are reports of black and white and Asian youngs%ers standing shouldel
to-shoulder as they. hurl petrol bombs or Molotovg cocktails or

bricks and stonesat the police; which suggests that, for the moment
at least, the racial and colour element has been submerged by anothe:
and stronger driving force. Reports are, too, that some of the
rioting has been turned into a sort of media eventé, with television
being the medium most catered for. Rioters, or some of them, put on
their best and most ferocious performances when the T.V. cameras are
present; and some Jjournalists have reportedly been questioned by
riot leaders to check whether their 'show' was better théi?{ést
night's riot in some other city. To say this is not to suggest that
thergE;;t very serioustrofound reasons for these outbreaks; it is

simply to suggest that there are 2180 opportunists always ready to

seize on such occasions and exploit them, We saw some of this



opportunistic exploitation of a situation here in Jamaica during
the petrol price riots a couple of years back. And as in Britain
now, the media was the messenger, and the message created its own
ripple effect, Xhex® fThere is nothing unusual in political opportuni
sts exploiting a situation - be they of the Right, the Left or the
Centre - they have always done it and they will always do it in open
societies., Only closed societies forbid this and go in for ﬁitch—
hunts. Anyway, what is important is that the British appear not to
be sidetracked by these opportunists into not look at root-causes,
Even Mrs, Thatcher drew a neat and careful distinction between the
‘criminal

/‘hooligans® and the 'trouble-makers' <@and those with real and deep
frustrations. And one of the new phrases to come out of what seems
to be an agonising search for an. explanation to these eruptions is
"moral deprivation". These young people, they say, are suffering
from a sense of 'moral deprivation': the cities in which they live
are run-down and running down; the economy is shrinking and cannot
provide them with jobs or even the prospect of jobs for as far ahead
as they can seej the people to whomg they look for leadership and
explanations and answers - seem unable to give thewe; even the

goodies

material/xRimgs of the welfare state, which were supposed to cushion
them from the 'cradle to the grave'are diminishing: and so there is
this growing sense of'moral deprivation' which led to the wanton
riots of these past ten days, I am not sure myself that the notion
of 'moral deprivation' is the whole/agigéin%gigﬁat seems from this
distance a very complex situationo Getting tough with the rioters,
as Nothern Ireland has shown, may not by iiself help matters very

much, The Thatcher policies obviously have a bearing on the mood of

discontent, But is that all there is ¢ it? And can we in Jamaica

with our own morally deprived young people leesrn from it in good time?
Goodnight, i



L) The Industrial Scene
2) Cooling Partisan Passions
3) KSAC Rosds & Works Committee

NEWS COMMENTARY

For booadcast on Friday

July 10, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Prospects on the Jameican industrial scene continue
to be gloomy and unsettled. What looked like a breakthrough at the
Telephone Company did not last long. The telephone workers and their
union last night reportedly rejected the company's offer to pay tae
workers 30% of full pay for the period they were on go-slow: the
workers demand full pay for the 1l2-day perieod@s So the telephone
strike was on again this morning, despite thecompany's re-opening
announcement in bcth?&his morning's newspapers. And unless the
impasse in the bauxite/alumina businesSs’ can be resolved this weekend
the industry may shutgown next week, and whoever else wins, Jamaica
will suffer and the eéonomic recovery we all say we are so anxious
for will receive yet another setback. The questioh is: How do we
put an end to this‘eeonomicalyy debilitating season of industrial
discontent? whien is now at work in this society? Not, I suggest,
by what has now become a sort of pre-rehearsed stream of debunciation
of some communist conspiracy to incite labour unrest. I think it

is the responsibility of those who claim that such a conspiracy does
exists to prove it beyond reasonable doubt. Just to go on slinging
mud at the entire labour movement in hopes that some df it may stick
could end up making the unions and their members much more angry
and embattled than they need be. It is the sheerest nonsense for
anybody to suggest or to imply that the leadership of the Bustamante

Industrial Irade Union, or the National Workers Union or JALGO or

the Trades Union Congress, are either being used or manipulated by



the communists in order to sabotage the efforts of the Beaga
government, It would be the grossest insult to the intelligence
of these beople to suggest that they are being so used without their
knowledge, without their being able to see through it., Indeed, It
is no secret
Rapperxtaxkmaw that one of the factors which led to the decisive
swing against the PNP last October on the part of large segments of
organised
the/labour movement was the perception by union leaders,gll the
way down to the shop-floor level, +that the PNP was co-operating too
closely with the communist WPJ, That, like dtsor not, was and still
is the basic position of all four mejor unions. And to tell them now
that they are either communist or being used by communists because
their members,
they press for some economic betterment for/thRExszixzs is simply
to creat a mood of embattlement-end confrontation., So I would
suggest that all the hot partisan propagandists cool it a little.
The best climate in which to. work for industrial peace is a cool and
quiet onejy not one whieh has been artificially heated up by other
peopled s self-serving.need to hunt witches., Jamaica's labour movement
is no more perfect and flawless than any other institution in the
Jemaican society: there is much in it - as there is in other of the
society's institutions - which can be improved to the benefit of
the general good. But there is no way that anybody or any group can
or will bludggon lgbour into such improvement. So let us try a little
cool self-interested
HEBERSXRRRIRE AEH co-operation . It might just put an end to this
season of industrial discontent. And finally, did you see the news
that Monday's meeting of the KSAC Roads & Works Committee fell throug
because there was no quoram? And that this was the fourth time this
March
has happened since the/Local Government elections? Since these are
monthly meetings 1t means there has been no meeting of that committee

since the elec tiODSo Is this the better H}gﬁa
g ment we were j Sed
e promi 7

Goodnight



1) The Bauxite Impasse
2) Our Economic Prospects

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
July 8, 1981, 6.1Cp.m.

Good evening: The good news is that the telephone strike is over

and that with any sort of goodwill from both sides telephone
subscribers and other telephone usebPs should begin to get their
services back by next week. And this, of course,means that the

action taken by the Jamintel workers in support of their telephone
company colleagues, will also be ended and.work their will return

to normal., Another piece of good news _is the report out of New York
that Jamaica's Prime Minister yesterday signed a loan.agreement for
$71-million U.S. with a syndicate of 25 international banks. This

was the main reason for lir.. Seaga's cufrent tr;p to the United States
and a reasonable inference is that all the negotiations for this

loan had been successfully carried through before Mr. Seaga left here.
Thet is how these/things are normally done. This particular loan

has a grace period of three years after which it has to be repaid
over a four=year period. The interest/ﬁitihis loan is to be calculated
at 22% over and above the London Intef;Bank Offered rate for six
months U.S dollar deposits. So, whatever the inter-bank offered

rete is, Jamaica will pay add 2%;23; the interest it must pay. So,

on the face of it, and without knowing what the Inter-Bank offered
rate is and what its flueduations are, this does not look like a
'soft loan®', And that of course makes it all that much more import-

ant that it should be put +to the most productive use possible, And

this brings us, logically, to the not-so-good news, which is the

heightened unrest in the bauxite-alumina industry. The union represent

-lng the workers in that industry, the N.W. U4 yesterday made public



its intention to give the five bauxite-aluminea companies 72 hours
notice of strike action unless the companies retur§7the bargaining
table to continue megotiations for a new labour contract. The old
contract between the compsnies and the union representing the workers
expired at the end of January. Negotiations for a new contract had
in fact started back in November of last year. You may recall that
one of the sticking points in those very early negotaations was on
the question of retroactivity: the companies wanted the life of any
new contract to begin from the date of its signing; the union wanted
it backdated to the expiry date of the.old eontract - which is the
traditional custom. This seme issue, ¢you will remember, also came up
in the offer to public sector workefs, where the government proposed
that in" stead of April the life.of the new agreement should begin in
July. Anyway, negotiations had been dragging on, and in April of
this year the Minister of Labour referred the matter to the Industrial
Disputes Tribunal, even though the union imsss$ts that there was no
industrial dispute in existence., On the face of it it looks as though
the companies would prefer the Tribunal to arbitrate a new wage agree
ment; perhaps they think that in the new climeate they would get a
better deal from the tribunal, that they would have to give less#han
face-to-face
they would in direat/negotiations with the union., After all, in this
context, the matter of 'ablility-to-pay' does favour the union side,
when you consider the level of company profits. If there is any
principle involved here, it is the principle gf free bargaining in
genuine
the marketplace, with state intervention as a/last resort rather than

as a convenience to be manipulated by the one side or the other. If

this principle breaks down over the bauxite-alumina wage business, or
any other, then the chances ©f our achieving that 3% real growth this

fiscal year, on which the Prime Minister?loan brogramme is preqs
may be in jeapardy, no matter who wins, Goodnight, lcateqd,

sk,



1) End of School Year
2) Pay Increabe for Parllamentarlans

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
July 6’ l981,6olcp‘m

Good evening: Another school year has just ended; and, all things
considered, upwards of between 20,000 and 30, Oooyggggpeople will

not go back to school when the new school year begins in September,
The overwhelming majority of these young people will join the renks
of Jamaica's labour force. Only a handful of /the more fortunate may
g0 to university or for further technical /training, hére or abroad;
and a very small number may have Jjobs waiting for them. The over-

whelming majority will join the ranks of the unemployed in the

labour force. And the Labour Force, 1980 report of the Department

of Statistics says, and now I quote: "In November 1980, 56 pexcent
of the unemployed labour force was under. 24 years of age. The
growing tendency is for the greater portion of the unemployed to

be found among the young. At the same time, the educational level
of the unemployed is higher than in previous years., Thirty-two
percent ofﬁthe unemployed had post primary education and of these,
56 percent had never worked." End of quote. And this is the dismal
situation into which most of the 20,000—pius young people who have
jui%ﬁgchool permanently will now move, These are frightening figures
when you consider their implications for the social stability of
the society. More than half the unemployed in Jamaica today are
under 24, and nearly one-third of that lot have had some sort of
secondary educetion - which is a higher ge§Z§2§ ievel of education

than is to be found spread throughout the society. So where do these

young people go? Do we, as a society, have any responsibility for
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them? Or are they on their own, econcmic outcasts to whom we can
offer no hope? And if that is our answer; if we can offer them no
hope, or ohly hope deferred indefinitgly, are we prepared to accept
the possitle consequences? #&ma& If the sophisticated gnd obviously
well-planned robberies, especially bank robberies, are anything to
g0 by, then those consequences could be dread. In its own best
long-term interest this society had better look to this growing
problem and the social dilemma it poses: you cannot turn out 26,000~
plus educated youngsters a year,with expectatifns heightened by
the very education you heve given them,¢ and then dump them on the
scrapheap of unemployment without some dread sociesl reaction; gnd
it is too late for you to just stop educating them. So the education
which feeds the heightened expectation must go on building up the
sooner or later
bitter unemployment frustration which is bound/to esmplode - unless
something is done to relieve that pressure, and done soon, It is
not a question of coddling or pampering anybody; it is straight
national survival self-=interest., And history has and is still showing
us that suppression, however forceful, is not the answer. So what are
we to do? And who is responsible? The elect of the people, I suggest.
The private secjor can nelp but the primary responsibility must be
with government. Indeed, their election manifesto acknowledge that.
So what are they doing?
And talking about the government, I agree with those who are now
calling for increased pay for our parliamentarians: they de$erve it
as much as our Jjunior doctors and our nurses and our teachers and
our other public sector workers. So give them the same offered $29
across the board

a week/over the next two years as other public sector workers. After

all they are supposed to be public servants too. But I'm not sure
most of them will do half as well if they moved to the private sector
as would our teachergs nurses and doctors. Goodnight,



l) N.W, Manley Remembered
2) Befining the National Interest

NEWE COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
July 3, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Jemaica today is in desperate need of some point of
reference that could be used to foster a sense of unity and of
common purpose, a sense and understanding of what is the'national
interest'. And so, for some of us at least, the need and the time
and the occasién summon up the memory of Norman Washington Manley,
the anniversary of whose birth will be observed tomorrow, July 4th,
way of an official
at his birthplace at Roxborough in Manchester, by/XREXZEXEXENXRIXEL
ceremony put on by the government of Jemaica., This sort of ceremony
honouring the birth of Jemaica's National Heroes has become something
of a tradition and its primary virtue iw, or should be, the fact
that it makes for a sense of unity which accepts and transcends the
political diversity within the wociety. The fect~that this ceremony
has not always achieved this desireable aim, the fact that political
hotheads, both highwand low, have at times marred and tarnished it
for cheap short-term partisan advantage, does not detract from its
primary virtueg as one of the most important unifying factors in
the society, and one which caen only grow stronger as time passes.
The ceremonies honouring Menley and Bustamante and Garvey and the
uniting
other National Heroes sre likely to go. on/kmxX®img Jemaicans and

building a sense of common purpose long after all the self-important

¥ divisive elements which now loom so large are forgotten. A time may

~

§
well come when other political parties and persons have replaced

the JLP and PNP and their leaders, 2nd only the memmrigsxexekefxky

the ceremonies honouring the National Heroes will remind other

generations of Jamaicans that therezggzkiére a JLP and a PNP and
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political and labour leaders like Donald Sangster and Hugh Shearer
and Michael lMenley and Edward Seaga whgiggd the distinction of being
Prime Minister of Jemaica at one time or another. The real continuity
sand encompassing,
the real striving after a national unity within/our diversity is
in the symbolism of the lives and achievements of the National Heroes.
Of course there will be those who will try to use and to manipulete
the National Heroes and the naticnal occasions associated with them,
But that is no matter; time has a way of dealing with thewse petty
power pleys, of showing them up for what they are, For instance,
Garvey is not a Netional Hero because @ few demaicans decided to
bring his body home and to proclaim him the first of our Naticnal
Heroes, He is a Hero inxx spite of that; and the only credit that can
be claimed is that these Jemaicans had the good sense and the histor-
ical understending to proclaim him such, however belatedly. Jemaica,
not Gervey, is the benefieiary of any honour bestowed on Garvey. And
so, with the othgr National Heroes, And so, for many sxhErsxamaxg of
whom I am one,/¥;:hNorman Manley who put down, with his great €ousin
Alexander Bustamante, the structural foundations on which modern
Jamaica stands. Jamaica, not Manley or Bustamante, is the beneficieary
of their being honoured: they dé not need the honouring; Jamaica does.
honouring them
For/x% bespeaks the real Jemaica aspirations, and it points the way
among us
to unity and co-operation and all the things others/seek by looking
outward, to other shores and other people, as though Jemaica itself
has no inner resources. The inner resources are here; the challenge
is to mobilise and unleash and give direction to those resources,

Thet is what the generation of Bustamante and of Normen Maenley,®xz

whose birthday we honour tomorrow, did and did so well without mashing

up the house and ‘without sowing hatred., If we can rise to that challg;

the national interest will define itself, Have we the leadership?
Goodnight



L) The Labour Scene
2) Some Tricky Foreign Policy Issues
S ey

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
July 1, 1981, 6.10p.m.

Good evening: The first half of 1981 is now behind us, and the
labour scene continues to be just about as unsettled as it can be.
And we must really wonder whether any worthwhile level of productivity
is possible in such an unsettled labour relations climate. The
Telephone Company workers are still out, and #those al JAMINTEL
Q'W‘Lv’ (s WIFr e Gagc v o de-wlew
continue their ork—to-ruleLin support of the telephene workers.
The public, in the meantime, are without these vital services and
that cannot help productivity or commerce or any other business,
And I am frankly not sure that just screaming "communists" at the
workers
Telephone Company/in a threatening manner is really going to help
resolve this matter. It seems to me that Mr. Alva Ross's way of
conciliation
quiet/conciliathoy diplomacy is more likely to bring about long-term
results than the confrontationist sounds that come from some other
quarters, I still think that there is need for clear énd specific
and agreed to ‘
rules to be laid down/in labour contracts on sick—outs, werke=hewesie
and go-slows. These are the morally dubious gr&y areas in labour
relations: they strike at the bassc principle of a full day's pay for
a full day's work, And there really is no principle worth anything
involved in workers anywhere expecting or demanding = full day's
pay if and when they do not put in a full day's work. But these
an accepted
morally dubious gray areas have become/part of the labour scene, not
but
only in Jamaica,/throughout the capitalist world. So you have the
worE—to=pulte—and the sick-out and the go-slow in Britain and the

United States and France and West Germany and Ceanada. And there, as



is the case here now, workers have and will strike if they are not
paid for resorting to these morally gre&y areas of labour practice.
To treat this problem in terms of conspiracies, whether real or
fanciful, is to miss its essential seriousness and the need to deal
with it apd to find solutions for it within the framework of union-
management labour agreements. We can begin with the simple question:
If workers in any emterprise feel they have the right to clock-in or
report for work and then do no work, what is to prevent menagement
from shutting down the place until the workers are prepared to put
in a full day's work for a fully day's pay? In-other words: Why
should not a shutdown be an acceptable response to a go-slow or—wooDk-
=Tl or sick-out? Is the one any more morally defeesible than the
other? Our labour laws are pretty sophisticated and refined and I
am sure that the additional refinement on this particular point will
present no difficulty - given the will on both sides. And once people
have full knowiddge - of the consequences of their action the tendency
to a test by industrial 'muscle' may be reduced. The matter between
the bauxite-alumine companies and the NWU is an entirely different
matter again and I hope that Mr. Ross's coaxing of the parties back
to local level negotiations will succeed g&men after he gives up his
reference to
acting post., As a principle/tribunals should be genuine last-resort
moves/aﬂgt because the onefside or the other fhinks it would get a
better deal by that route. The trouble is that this principl?Lssumes
a non-adversary relationship between management and labour: and that

is the ideal, not the reality. And finally, Kxx the Commonwealth

Secretary-General's comments yesterday on U.S.-South African relations
and how the Africans see these, and Cuba's reported calls for improved

diplomatic relations with us, and Washington's anti-Cuban hardline
end the co-operation treaty between Mexico and Cuba - all these could

raise some tricky foerign policy issues for Mr. Shearer, Goodnight.



1) Calls for Unity: Polities of Unity
| T LY

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

June 29, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: According to Prime Minister Seaga Jamaica has easily

and comfortably passed the first quarterly IMF test, which is welcome

though not undxpected news. There is, on the face of it, no reason

why all the futuré IMF tests should present any more problems than

this first one because the present government. and the IMF are in

basic agreement on what is to be doné° And when people or institutiog

are in agreement then what has to be done .is usually done much more

easily and successfulyy than if there were discord and disagreement,

There was discord and disagreement between the previous government

and the IMF; there is none between the present government and the IMF.

And this point about the relative ease and success with which difficul

problems can be resolved where there is agreement applies to Jamaica's

internal problems a@s.well. There is, presently, a call for unity

coming from many sections of the Jamaican society. We must, these

people say, pull together, produce together, work hard together,

sacrifice together, to turn the economy around and to tackle the

deep social problems facing the nation. The elections- both national

and local - are behind us for at least the next four years or so and

and ugly

there is no need for the strident/partisan politics of ‘the recent/

past., I think we must all welcome this call fa a national unity of

purpose, for a putting of the interests of the nation above the

interests of any section. But how do we turn this into reality? How

it more
do we make/than just luncheon-or-dinner-circuit or party political

platform chat? First, I suggest, by accepting and respecting the hard
fact of the very real differences of interest and of outlook which
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exists in this society at this time. For instance there are people
or supporting
in/both the PNP and the JLP who have a vested interest in the
. people

politics of the 'ins' and the ‘'outs';/who see nothing wrong with

"the spoils to the winner" syndrome., When they are 'out' of power

they withdraw and bide their time, passive at best, negative and

destructive at wess$t, always unwilling to help the 'ins' succeed,

And this is not something that came about last year or only in recent
this large segment

times., So how do we deal with this? How mohilise/xhmxsmmxxizs of the

society,and the marious talents in it,which is unused or underused

at any given time? I do not think we ‘do it by telling them how

tregcherous or subversive they are: I think we do it by changing a

system which corrupts and divides. The»troubleg is there is not

enough spoils to go around to satisfy the expectations of the support

the needs of

ers of the 'ins' let alone catering to/the supporters of the'outs'.

So the spoils game persists and the resentment it breeds continues

to frustrate the calls for a national perspective and national unity.

In this respect we are even further back than we were when Bustamante

brought in his 40-40-20 formula for sharing public works jobs:

equality of sacrifice presupposes equality in other respects too.

If there are any easy answers to this one, I do not have them. But

if the calls to national unity are to become more than just chat

then the political system must come to grips with this divisive and

destructive business of the 'ins' and the 'outs', Trade unionism is

of course one of the major ways in which the 'ins' and 'outs' thing

and blunted; but the
has been checkedf kmt uniow@dﬁate still a minority, however potent,
unionism &,

and/x% is under fire right now, Some seem to think that ¢£lling others

unpatriotic and subversive will make this problem somehow go away,
Elements in the PNP tried that and failed; those in the JLP nowtrying

will also fail. For the problem of forg¢in

i &€ genuin 't
is hard, urgent, real. Goodnight. g € national unity



1) Some Still Open Questions
2) Everybody's 'Bomb' & Arming ‘'Terrorists'

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcgst on Friday
June 26, 1981, 6,10p.m,

Good evening: The business of the sale of alumina to the Soviet
the public
Union ceme up again in Parlisment this week; and still we/are no
clearer about the truth of this matter. And this. cannot be good for
public confidence in what we are told about the nation's affairs., So
the sooner this. particular one is cleared up, the better. And, if,
in the British Parliement any Minisﬁer of government had given wrong
figures /;; the House of Commons he would have assumed a measure
for the error
of responsibility/even though those figures had been provided by
bureaucrats, And then there is the still open question on how much
fish was actually imported from Cuba. If Mr. Douglas Vaz gave
parliement the wrong figiaresy; as was c!g&med elswhere, then it is
hig parliamentary duty %o correct those figures in parliament. And
whgn it comes to the telephone strike perhaps the open question which
/izél%o be resolved is what people are paid fora‘ Perhaps the way out
of this particular problem is to write_into every labour contract,
clearly and precisely, what workers will be paid for and what they
will not be pafgi I think the go-slow ang the sick=-out and how they
are to be seen and deelt with should form part of the details of
any wage contract. And while we have been concerned with these
problems of our own the business of guns and bombs and those who make
them and sell them, and who should have them, has been much in the

_bombing ;
news, The Israeli/attack on the Irggi nuclear installation near

Baghddd just over = fortnight ago has raised profound questions,

particularly in the Third World, about who can and who cannot have
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wheo v Ay decdsa
a nuclear bomb.l‘The Israelis claim that they destroyed the Iraqi

installation because Iraq was getting close to the point of being
able to make its own nuclear bobhb, a so-called 'Arab Bomb', And

for all the public condemnation of Isreel most Western powers are

not really displeased, not even Mr, Mitterand new socialist govern-
ment in France. The new French Foreign Minister has made it plain
that they would not have sold the reactor to Iraq if they had been

in power at the time. And yet, according to CIA reports, Israel
herself has had nuclear weapons since as far back as the mid-1970s.
And South Africa, too, is reported to have tested nuclear bombs in
the Kalahari Desert and the deep South Atlantic Ocean area, And some-
how the great powers, East and West alike, seem not a fraction as
concerned about Israel or South Africa having nuclear weapons as

they are about Pakistan, for _instance, or India, or now Iraq being
able to develop nuclear bombs. And the idea that Libya's Gaddaffi
might finance or buy the makings of a 'Moslem Bomb' gives everbody

in the West the 'wildies'. So who is to decide who can have ' the
boib' and who esnnet. If the Soviets were to supply Cuba, for example
with the technology to build its own nuclear reactors will that be
seen as a threat to anybody? After all the sale of nuclear technology
is big business these days with America, the Soviet Union and a host
oﬁéiher countries competing to segl nuclear reactors. And once any
country does have a nuclear reactor, the making of a nuclear bomb is
not all that difficult, and can only become easier as time passes,

So for how long can the knowledge of how to make the 'bomb' be kept
from the Third World? A Think Tank in London told the world this week

the U.S. is the greatest supplier of arms to terrorists through thefts

from American armouries. That is probably how we got our big supply

pre-election M.16S, What happens when it becomes as comparatively eagy
for Third World countries to get hold of nuclear bombs? Goodnight. i

|
4



1) Industriesl Scene: Down to a Simmer
2) France, the U.S. & the Communists
3) A Pan-African Defence Force

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
June 24, 1981, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: The local lapour relations scene has changed dramatic-
é?gé S;i%z
ally over the past - hours. The five major trade unions

have accepted the government's wage offer on behalf of the public
sector workers they represent; the junior doctors went back to
work this morning. To be sure the nurses are still reportedly angry
at the way they are being treated in these negotiations, and we
have not yet heard from the teachers, and there are dark clouds
over the bauxite-alumina industry, and the telephone dimpasse is
still with us, but despite all these, the industrial relations
pot has defimitely change from a fast and dangerous boil to a slow
and safe simmer; from something that could spill?vzgd become
unmanageable, to something which good sense and tact can bring
under sensible management and control. ©So tensions have eased
considerably on the labour relations scene, and the prospects now
look better than they did at the beginning of the week. For which
give thanks., And this gives us a chance, too, to look at some of
the high points of what is going on in the great wide world around us.
And two things stand out sharply. First there is U.S. Vice President
' yesterday's
Georgw Bush's hurried visit to Peris today following on/XRE news
that four communists have been included in President Francois
Mittergnd's new socialist government in France. The Americans are

at once upset, disturbed, nonplussed and angry that the French

Socialists have included communis$$s in their new governmemt, There

was, after all, no compelling political reason to do soe Mr.



Mitterand's socialists had just won another landslide victory in
last Sunday's second round of the elections to the French National
Assembly and the socialists now have an absolute majority of 79
seats over all the other parties combined. So, from an outside
point of view, certainly from Washington's point of view, there was
no need to bring the communists into the Frencl government in order
to have a working majority to carry through socialist policies,
Then, too, in the American view, it sets a very bad example for the
entire NATO alliance; after France, Italy where the communists are
very much stronger right now than they are in France, and Spain and
Portugal might be tempted to follow tae French example and include
communists in their administrations., If this came to pass, what
would happen to the NATO alliance? What would happen to the Reagan
foreign policy which sees conmunism, everywhere and anywhere, as
the meain enemy to be challaeanged and confronted and beaten back? The
French, for their part, are aware of these American worries but are
not impressed by them.,. The French have never been afraid of ideas
the idea of
and they are not.afraid of/communism: for them the French ideal of
liberty, equality and fraternity will always be of greater appeal to

the overwhelming majority of
maxe/French people than any ¢dtalitarian ideca of the far left or the

far right. So, as the French Foreign Minis%gij’if anybody protests

the inclusion of communists in their government such a body or bodies
will be told,ever so politely,that it is nome of their business, That
is what national sover&ggnty is all about. And Mrl Mitterand has shown
that in the political power geme he kﬁ%s how to use the communists for

the good of France rather than be used by them, And finally, a key

proposal that will come from Nigeria to the summit meeting of the

OAU which opens today is for the establishing of a Pan-Africen D
Force, Nigeria will contribute $70-million to the settibg up of %ﬁ%%ge

forcewhich is the only language S.A. racism will understand. Goodnight



1) The Labour Scene .
2) Ability to Pay or Not to Pay What Values?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
June 22, 1981, 6,10p.m
Good evening: 'This week could turn out to be a crmcial one on
Jamaica's labour scene: the ﬁecisions to be taken this week when the
nurses meet, and when the teachers' repreeentatives meet, and when
the special meeting of the Jamaica Civil Service Association is held,
and when three of the four special regional gatherings of N.W.U.-
represented public sector workers meet — the decisions to come out
of these meetings in this one week will. be of prime importance to
labour relations in Jemaica for at least the rest of this year, if
not for very much longer. And if the Jjunipr doctors' strike, and
the manner in which the developments which resulted in that strike
were handled from the outset are any pointers to go by, then the
prospects for avoiding all the tricky and deklcate and dangerous
pitfalls in the way of. & meeting of minds are not very good. I, for
pne, /end I know thisvis tne/X;g; of very many other people - still
believe that a,little more diplomacy, & little more tact and flex-
little more
ibility, a/willingness to meet and telk and make suggested adjust-
ments within the framework of the government's basic offer, could
have resulted in either avoiding the strike or in ending it much
earlier. If this same attitude 6f hanging tough, of in effect saying
'take it or leave' is at work during this week's meetings then we
may be in for some difficult developments., And there is no need for
any of us to minimise or simplify what is indeed a very difficult
position for the whole society. I personall§ think the government

was and 1s absolutely right in putting a clear and firm ceiling on
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th¢ size of the public sector wage bill., Sooner or later this had
toc bhe done, and it is better that it be done sooner rather than
begin to rate of
later - if the Jemaican economy is to/achieve even a modest/growth,
So the real problem is not with the ceiling on the wage bill. The
real problem is with saying that the messenger who carries files or
notes between one ministry and the next, or the person who sits all
that
day at a desk in a hallway, or/some clerical junior who carries
all
no responsibility and puts in a less-than-eight-day must/get the
same increase as the head of department with all his or her responsi
bilitees, as the nurse who often carries the burdens of life and
to safeguard the naticn's health
death, as the junior doctors working ungodly hours/ as the teachers
who nurture the young who are this nation's future., This is where
the real problem lies. It is a problem of the value of the job, a
scale of
problem of what/value we place on the different categories of work.
Is the nurturing gnd training of young Jemaicans qualitatively the
sitting
same as, say,/sxzxfxmgxat a machine and pressing a lever to cut or
package cigarettes? 'Is saving lives or nursing the sick the same?
Is the making of hard decisions and carrying the burden of résponsi-
bility for thewe within the upper ranks of the civil service qualitat-
ively the same as the work done by the clerical junior or senior
messenger? 1t is not a question of belittléng anybody's work. Itis
a question of what value we place on different categories of work
and how we express that value., It is at this point that the 'ability
to pay' all by itself and applied mechanically, is just not good
enough, One of our unions last week condemned a wage award which among
pay increases of

other things gave workers of a very profitable enterprise/$32 a week

in the first year and $30 a week in the second, with many fringes,

This is more than twice, more than 100%, what the government offers
its public servants who include doctors,nurse, teachers, scientists

and top administrators. The question is: "hat values are at work here,
"hat value do we, 2s a nation, put on exceptional service? Goodnight.



1) The Credibility Problem
2) Government Health Services
3) Ken McNeil's Solution

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday
June 19, 1981, 6.10p.m.

Good evening: What a week this hes turned out to be for Jamaicans,
First they were told,xkax last weekend, that the 300 tons of.deter—
gents 1in the Seprod warehouses would be released at 'current prices'
but then when the stuff was released this week they discovered that
prices had in fact been increased by 5c¢ on the 14 ounce box and
by one cent on the 7 ounce box. Why were we todd one thingg and
then presented with another? Why were we not told the truth about
the price increase from the outset? Then there was the business
of the reported importing of two million pounds of fish from Cuba
by the previous government, Mrs Douglas Vaz told Parliament during
the Budget debate that 400,000 pounds of this fish was now being
held in cold storage and would not be released for sale so as to
protect our local fishermen. This week we found out that only
380,000 pounds of fish ecame into Jamaica from Cuba last year, not
frsh fish
to be released onto the local/market but to be used as raw material
for such products as locally produced saltfish and pickled mackerel
and for experimenting with canning fish and smoking fish. Jeamaica
Frozen Foods had imported this fish as raw material and a spokesman
for Jamaica Fpozen Foods is reported as describing Minister Vaz's
statement in the budget debate as "a tremendous error". I think
Jamaicans are entitled to ask: Why this 'tfemendous error' when the
true facts coula be ascertained? And what makes this 'tremendous
error', if it is such, so much moré¢ serious is the fact that it was
presented to the nation's parliament and is therefore permanently

recorded in the nation's Hansard, If Mr. %az's figares are in
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fact wrong, as this week's information suggests they are, then it
is imperative that the correction be made in Parliament so that
so that
the parliementary record can be set straight/ am® future generations
looking to the record for how things went during this period will
have the true facts and figures. And this must of course also be
facts and

done when the true/figures about the alumina sale to the Soviet

Union are finally sorted out., The now disputed figures presented

by the Prime Minister were read into the Parliamentary record; any
adjustment or amendment or correction of those figures must, similar-
ly be read into our parliesmentary records. Whatever else is done,

the parlismentary record must be set right and must be kept straight.
There is no substitute for this. And this is why what is said on the
floor of our parliament must be,.and must always be seen to be,
nothing but the un¥arnished truth - different from the load&%r—half-
truth of the party propaganda pletform. There seems to have been a

reali ty
blurring of this/xmxaxxxy of late. There also seems to have been
something of a blurring about who is ultimately respomsible for the
nation's public health services., The fact is that just as the govern-
ment of Jamaica is ultimately responsible for our public education
service and our public water supply and for the collecting of tazes,
80 it is ultimately responsible for our public health services. Tge
doctors, and nurses of the government
/ junior doctors/are the employees/who work in that service. Their
responsibility, ultimately, is to the government who is their employ-
er. But it is the government, in the final analysis, who is respoms-
and accountable

ible/to the Jamaicanpeople for the public health service. So trying
to make it seemlfhe Junior doctors are responsible is a bit of a

three card trick. The} are workers who have been badly treated and

whose services have béen shame%ii% exploitege 1 hope the government
takes Dr. Ken McNeil's very sensible %ace—saving solutien ;t‘the govt

will be held accountable if the public health servic® coll Psex.
Goodnight



Parliement, the People
& The Truth

NEWS COMIENLARY

For broadcast on Wednesday
June 17, 1981, 6,.10p.m

Good evening: What is the truth behind the alumina dedes deal
made with the Soviet Union by the previous PNP government in July
of 1979? And how can the ordinary people, the ordinary voters of
Jamaica, get at that truth? The present government, through the
Prime Minister, told Psrliament and the nation that Jamaica was
losing on the deal. He said that for 1980(Jamaica lost roughly
$10-million on the delivery of just over 98,000 tons of alumina
last night
to the Soviet Union., A statement issued/by the PNP through the
former Minister of Mining describes the Prime Minister's statement
as a 'grpss misrepresentation of facts' which had served to mislead
the Perliement and the nationcas a whole. The PNP statement said
that when that party left office in October of last year the
Jamaican economy had'made & net gain of $2.4-million on 73,000 tons
of alumina which had been shipped to the Soviet Union up to that
point. So we have two sets of sharply éonflicting figures here:
roughly a $l0-million loss according to the Prime Minister, on the
one hardd; and a profit of $2.4-million according to the former
Minister of Mining. Both figures cannot be true. One of those
figures must be untrue. The gquestion is: Which is true? Which
is not true? And how can the ordinary citizens of this country
arrive at thezézi/figures with any neasure of confidence? It seems
to me that we face two problems with farereaching implications here.

First there is the problem of the figures and how to verify them;

and second, and intimately tied to the first, there is the matter
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of public confidence in the truthfulness and the reliability of the
information prewented to the nation through the P.rlisment. The
nation's Parliament, especially in a free and open multi-party
democracy, is, ideally , the one public forum to which a nation's
,irrespective of party affiliation,
people/ can look for the truth on matters of hard fact and statistical
information. There will of course always be differences of opinion
and of interpretation from both inside and outside Parliement on the
facts presented. But the facts themselves are usually accepted as
true and reliable because the accepted assumption is that everybody
speaks the truth in Parliament, And it is @assumed that if any mistake
any information or fact
is made and/wrong/imfematimm is givep to the Parliament, it will be
corrected as quickly as possible. And so the ordinary citizem trustg
what comes out of Parlieament in a way that they do not trust what
comes from party political platforms or statements made outside
parliament. Undermine this trust, and we undermine the Parliapentary
process itself, and wmltimately, we undermine parliamentary democracy.
This why, in other parliaments, like the British parliament, a
Member who lied tovhis parliesment was, if caught out, forced to
resign., The people must have confidence in what they are told from
the floor of their parliament, But with the best will in the world
the people cann&figgiw or verify all the details of what they are
told: not all agreements or figures are made public or can be made
public at all times. So how do they find out what is the truth of
a2 matter when we have the kind of conflicting information which has
come out about the alumina des] with the Soviet Union? 1In this
particular case the parliament could itself resolve the matter by

the Ministep responsible issuing any new clarafication that may be

necessary. Or the Jemaica Bauxite Institute could be inst#ucted to
explain the true facts of the deal with the Soviets to the Jamaican:

people. Truth gnd confidence are involved&esust—be—meinteined. Goodnj



Kenya on South Africa, Nemibia

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
June 15, 1981, 6,10p.m.

Good evening: While Jamaicans are, naturally, preoccupied with
their own problems - the junior doctors' strike which we must

hope the Medical Association of Jamaica's intervention will help

to end, the telephone compeny strike, which we must hope Mr, Ross§
intervention will help to end, and the Seprod -business which now
seems the most intractable - while all this had dominated our
concerns, much of great geopclitical importance has been brewing

in and about Southern Africa., On the eve of tomorrow's annivessfry
of the 1976 black riots in the one-millkon-strong South-Western
Township commonly called Sowemo, the President of Kenya, Nr. Daniel
Arap Moi,has called for intensified armed struggle as he sees that
as the only way in whigh the ugly racist doctrine and practice of
Apartheid can be ended, The importance of this call by Kenya lies
in the fact that she is regarded by both the Western Powers as

well as by mest African and Third World countries as being among
the most 'moderate' of the African states. She has wearm and very
cordial relations with the United States and has been held up as

a model of the kind of independent African states the United States
would like to see all over the African continent. The result has
been that Kenya had no problems attracting American and European
investment and &8id money. And the aid;gnd invest-ment in Kenysa
were sharply and pointedly contrasted to the minimal aid and almost

no investment in Tanzania, the leftist regime which supported and
. and training camps
provided bases/for African freedom fighters from then Portuguese
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Mozambique, white Rhodesia and racist South Africa. I still remember
on my last extended East and Central African trip in the 1960s
hearing from one of the top leaders of the banned African National
Congress of Soutn Africa how their camps in Kenya had been prdered
closed because the Kenyan government was developing its special
relationship with the United States: this was, of course in the
days of the great Jomo Kenyatta. The South Africans moved mainly to
Tgnzania but some also went to Zambia. Now Kenya, through its new
President, is calling for intensified armed struggle against South
Africa, And this at a time when an American deputy secretary of
State is in Southern Africa reportedly ‘trying, in collaboration with
South Africa's white rulers, to work out a new Nemibien 'solution®
the establishing of
that would bypass the United Nations and that would ensure/a so-callec
'moderate' government in Namibia which is acceptable to South Africa,
The South Africans have let it be known that any other solution,
any electoral victory by SWAPO's Sem Nujoma for instance, would
result in a fullscale South African invasion and occupation of
f@am&iao This hes been the soft-spoken threat which has inhibited
the five Western Powers to the point of backing off from their own
original proposals for Namibian independence. One bigf difference is,
and it is the geopolitical aspect of national politics which makes
yesterday's first round results of the French elections so important,
France is
thgt/thex¥rerek under the socialist President Mitterand/azxe not
likely to stay in step with America and the rest on Southern Africa.

I suspect Cenada, too, may think again. SWAPO says it is ready to

step up the fighting. The black South Africans are stepping up theilr
own internal attacks. With moderate black states like Kenya urging

intensified srmed struggle, Nemibia in parbiculasr @nd South Africa

generally could easily become America's agonising new Vietnamwi;§af

Calicalstn Goodnight



1) AY B.d Week on Labour Relations Scene
2) Pltfalls of the Confrontatlon Syndrome

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

June 12, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Rhis week hag turned out to be much worse than most
of us had expected it to be in terms of labour relations. At the

some
start of the week there had been/small hopes of some sort of under-

standwgr accommodation between the government on the one hand, end
some of the public sector worker groups. The Jjunior doctors had
returned to work pending further talks with Ministry of Health
officials; the nurses were also meeting with.officials of the Health
and Public Service ministries. And as. long as people were sitting
down and talking there was the possibility of some understanding,

The nurses, in particular, were not even talking about the wage offer
itself at this time: their‘.concern was with how what was available

to them would be apportioned and they wanted their priorities taken
into account. And this seemed an emminently reasonable pogition.

So at the start of the week a meeting of minds did seem possible. An
easing of the tension over the public sector wage issue did seem a
possibility. On Tuesday there was a meeting between representatives
of the junior doctors and the Government's Weges, 8alaries and Fringe
Benefits Committee, 2nd it was after this meeting that the junior
doctors decided on strike action. The Medical Association of Jemaica
then reportedly asked for e meeting with the Prime Minister in hopes
of trying to avert the strike, but they were told that such a meeting
would serve no useful purpose as the government had already made its
final cffer., ©So, yesterday morning, the junicr doctors began their

strike action: and Jemaica's health services are already feeling the

M"\

r :
LP essure. For how long will this go on? How much suffering must the
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poor in need of health care endure before this matter is resolved?
These are among the most nagging questions. And the unfortunate
gonfrontationist atmosphere which has now develeped around this

;:iiix does not make for hopeful answers to these questicns, I

still happen to believe that some sort of understanding was possible
within the framework of what the government said it could afford.

I thought Mr, Shearer made the point well on Tuesday when he said:
"The total amount of the budget cannot be negotiated... we are willing
to negotiate within what is available." We have no way of knowing
how far this was done on Tuesday before the junior doctors decided

s for instance,
on strike action. Did the Medical Associeation of Jamaica/have some

ideas which could have helped to '"negotiate within what was available?
It might have been useful in avoiding confrontation to at least
listen to what the older heads of the Medical Association had to
suggest.,. One of the pitfalls of the confrontation syndrome is that
it usually invokes the simplistic good-guys-—-and-bad-guys way of
seeing issues. The.good guys stand for one thing, the bad guys
stand for the opposite: the good guys represent the public interest,
the bad guys are opposed to the public interest. Well, it doesn't go
so: there are no bad guys in this one. Those who want to keep the
budget in present limits are good guys. And those who demand fair
and just reward for an important public service are just as good

particular
guys. The real need in this/equaticn is to reconcile the public

not to overspend
interest/with fair and just treatment of a valued group which serves

in & unfquely special way. best
that interest/ And confrontation is not the/way to achieve that

reconciliation. Of course there are other claimants waiting in the

ready
wings/to jump into any slight opening. This is what complicates the

whole thing. But this is the challengeto leadership, the challenge to
statesmanship . Goodnight,



1) Budget Debate: Shearer on Productvity
2) Mid-East Tensions Escaagse
3 Top U.S. Delagation In South Africa

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
June 10, 1981, 6.10p.m

- WD £ A °'J(
The Sucert dodars uwe | Rocwlod on Bha
Good evening:[?he highpoints of Mr. Hugh Shearer's budget debate
speech yesterday were, at least as far as I am concerned, his
powerful and reasoned call for increased productigp and increased
e ywamir docfAs s @nm (To-—\p\»\h’ ? /L““"' oM
productivity;f k#s very careful and moderate explanation of the
T e e 1
government's plain inability to meet the pay demands of public
g X
sector workers’ the government's willingness to negotiate within
the limitations of what the budget can reassonably and realistically
afford. And I thought, too, that his reminder that the IMF will
not be here forever and that .there will not be an endless cycle of
three-year loan programmes, was most appropriate. Sooner or later
Jamaica is going to have to buckle down to the business of working
its troubles away and earning the things it wants. The hard question
is: will it be .soomer or will it be later? Will Jemaica =zk® have to
experience an even more bitter blow than the shortages and scarcities
of recent years before Jamaicans become really serious about working
our troubles away? For instance, it rained all lest night and for
most of the early hours of this morning in southern Jamaica: so how
workers
meny of the 102,000 plus public sector/stayed off the job or turned
up very late this morning? This is what productivity and performance
are all about. I went to collect a parcel of books at the parcels
big and
post office in Kingston. The plsce is/cool and spgcious; a good
place to work in., It took me something like three-quarters of an

hour to collect one small percel of six books’ @nd it required a

hald dozen people to handle and process the form while I waited,
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I recall there being four or five other customeps on my side of the
counter, and something between fifteen and twenty apparently mostly
casual and idle people on the other side of the counter. The workers
outnumbered the customers and the customers had to await the pleasure
of the workers. This is what productivity and performance are all
about. One of the very real failures of the past government, to my
mind, was that it was not as strong on worker-responsibility as it
was on worker-rights, What went on at the JOS was a2 case in point,.
Yesterday Mr. Shearer made the connection between worker-rights and
worker responsibilities very sharply and very clearly., If we are to
work our troubles away then all of us, workers and their trade unions,
employers and their associations, are goimg to have to pay more than
just lip-service to that connection between rights and responsibilit-
ies. Fail to make that conneetion and we fail to performg and
produce, and everybody will blame everybody else for that failure.
The politics is or should be behind us for at least the next three
years, which is the “time the government says it needs to turn the
economy around. . So.when do we begin the serious business of pro-
duction and performance? On foreign policy Mr. Shearer's firm repud-
iation of any suggestion of closer political ties with Chile still
left open the question of whether what 'Insport! reported Mr, Errol
Anderson as saying means closer sporting ties with Chile. And this,
I think, is a point that should be cleared up. There was nothing
unclear about the condemnation of the Iaraeli attack on the Iragi
nuclear reactor or about the denunciation of Apaesdheid and all forms
of racism, even the subtle brand that showed up in the elections here.

And today, as if to update Mr. Shearer, a top-~level U.S. delegation

arrived in South Africa to persue the new Reagan policy of so-called

*Constructive engagement' with the racist regime. The topic is

Nemibia end we may yet have to stang up and be counted, Goodnight



Avoiding Confrontation

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
June 8, 1981, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The industrial scene continues to be unsettled: workers
in both the private and public sectors are either off the job, on
work-to-rule, on go-&3ow or &m what is described @n unién jargonlgs7
'restive'mood. The general atmosphere on the labour relations scene
is one of threat and menace; one of confrontation in the making.,
Everybody seems bent on 'standing firm' for their own particular

y, every group
brand of rights; everybody/is talking and talking fas on behalf of
their own ma&s® special case; and very few seem to be listening to
what the other side in any parficular dispute is saying. The support-
ers of the government in the matter of the public sector wage impasse
are loudly denouncing the ‘junior .doctors and the nurses, and anybody
else who supports these latter groups, as ‘'unpatriotic', subversive
and bent on wrecking. the recovery effort. The trade unions are
denounced as negative and irreeponsible., And these groups, in their
turn, are doing their own denouncing and their own warning and threat-
ening and their own name-callgédg. And so the atmosphere of threat,
menace, confrontation continues to build while we talk about the
need to serve the national interest and about this being our last
chance at national economic recovery. If we are serious about
economic recovery, and I believe that the overwhleming majority of
Jamaicans do want to see economic recovery, then the way of threat
nad menace and confrontation will not do. We will not, I think,
succeed in making the IMF agreement work if the civil servants and

other public sector workers are locked in confrontation with the
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government, We will not get production going if workers in the
private sector are locked in confrontation with their employers.,
And we will not turn the economy around in a climate of non-perform-
ance or minimal performance and non- or minimal production. To
begin to have any hope of turning the economy around a majority of
the workers in both the public and private sectors must, at the very
least, pull their weight. Without that all the loan-money in the
world would be just a wasx® further waste offi resources which future
generations of Jemaicans would have to pay fors And for there to be
any hope of performance and production there must be an end to the
mood and atmopphere of confrontation, there must be a return to a
mood of reason and accommodation., But how do you go about creating
this mood? TFirst, I suggest, by the parties involved coming together
public public
quietly and without any/flexing of muscle or/pressure play. There is
a long tradition of this in Jamaican labour relations; it would be
worthwhile going back: to that tradition rather than to follow those
who are hellbent on a showdown trial of strength between management
and labour. For one thing, no matter who wins in such a trial of
strength, Jzmaica will suffer and our hopes of fulfilling the three-
year IMF programme may be fraatrated. So, avoiding confrontation
has to be seen as critical to succeeding with the IMF programme. Bu%
and the economy
does not this put the government/at the mercy of the trade unions
and other workers' organisations? .This is as hard & question heee
as it is in communist Poland and/égpitelist Britain, and there are
no slick or easy answers. Governments, no less than trade unions,
need always to remember anc} to be reminded of the limits on Yzh“a;,\g&

raw power can do: it istas' , for instance, to use raw power to/

—

break down and destroy.tkag'Iit is gtugg §3®ypower to create a mood
122%

and climate of co-operation and concensus, ang thatjis what Jamaj
A 3 ica

needs most right now, Goodnight



1) Budget Debate & Foreign Policy

2) The International Scene:
a) Middle East;b) Southern Africa
c) Western Europe

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

June 5, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: We hesve, in recent days, been understandably pre-
occupied with our own affesirs almost to the exclusion of anything
going on in the outside world. And yet in his winding up for the
Parliamentary Opposition in the Budget debat) yeaterday MNMr. Michael
Menley reminded us of Jjust how profoundly what happens in the great
big world out there mam can, and often doesy, affect what happens
here. So while our budget and its designs for national economic
recovery are important we should try %o se# it in the wider context
of the ebb 2nd flow and the eonstant changes on the world scene,

And this, I thought, gave strong point to Mr., MNenley'saxmRIxXR%
criticism of the manner in which the major speeches in the debate
weré arranged., The two main Opposition spokesmen have now finished
their contributions in the debate. The two remaining speakers are
Mr., Shearer, the government's principal spokesman on foreign affairs
and foreign trade, and the Prime<Minister‘who will of course wind up.
Mr. Manley's point was that since the principal government spokesman
on foreign affairs and foreign trade had not yet spoken there was

no wey in which the Opposition could examine and comment on what

the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade would say. And I
agree that this is not the best way to go about matters if Perlieament
- consisting of both government and opposition sides - is to inform

and educate the nation on the conduct of its own affairs, In the

British Parlisment, on which our own is modelled, ‘@nd in Commonwealth



parlisments where they do have opposition parties, the general
practice in Budget debates is for the Leader of the Opposition to

be the last speaker before the Prime Minister winds., And this means
of course that the Opposition Leader will have heard the entire
government presentation before he speaks; and the Prime Minister
would still be left +to wind up and pick up any loose ends and
answer any questions‘that he considers important to deal with, In
this sense the Parliamentary Budget debate is, and must be, much
more than a game of one-upmBnship in which any one side'tricks' any
other side. I, for one, am sorry that we will not have this kind

of necessary two-sided look at the government's foreign policy
posture this time around. Let us hope things will be remedied for
next yearb debate so that the Opposition would be in a position to
bring its own analysis to bear on a stated government foreign policy
posture. How, for instance, does the government view the current
exphosive situation in the Middle East? And are the views of the
government and the opposition in accord? Or do they differ? And if
they do, in what respects? ANd what of what is going on in Southern
Africa where some delicate new conditions for a Nemibian settlement
seem to be in the making between Pretoria and Weshington? I think we
all know that all Jeamaicang government&going all the way back to
independence have been consistent in their opposition to Apartheid;
but what of the details and the tactics? And would it not give our
Minister of Foreign Affairs that much more authority in the councils
of the world if it comes right out of our Parliament that he speaks
for both sides. It seems important that Dbipartisan approaches in our

foreign policy should be formalised in Perliement. It is a pity this

could not be done in this first major perliesmentary debate of the new
stated

government, There is flux in West Europe® A/common approach from our

parliament would have been a very useful thing at this time. Goodnight



1) Budget Debate: Opposition's Mullings
2) Public Sector Labour Scene
e —-———_-.—_. :

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

June 3, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The 1981/82 Buuget debate continued in Parlisment
yesterday with Mr. Seymour Mullings opening for the Opposition.
Most of us who are interested, and I think most J=maicans are,
listened/sg watched the broadcast of Mr. Mullings' speech, so
‘there is no need to repeat what he said. I was iﬁpreésed by the
‘balance and moderation of his criticism, by his willingness to give
credit where it was due, and}{he overall absence of nastiness in
his whole epproach. I think Jsmeican politics can only benefit by
putting behind us the nasty sneering and jeering and smearing and
character assassination gll of which passed for political debate
not so long ago. I think Mr. Mullings set a fine example for all
to follow. And in the! straight business of politiceqcuﬁ—and—thrust
his statement that the Opposition would never seek to malign the
country here or, abroad, or seek to sell its good.name short for
cheep political gain, or threaten to lock it down, or call its
supporters out into the streets, were sharply pointed and sharply
telling because those who listened and those who watched could make
an easy cénneétion between what he se2id and what had happened so
very recently. The only hint of anger aﬁd passion was when MNr.
Mullings seid Jameica was not, never has been, and never will be one
huge slum., And I think many people will wait with great interest
for answers to some of the questions Mr. Mullings raised about some

of the numbers in this Budget. As I licstened to Mr. Mullings I got

the impression that the Opposition had finally come out of the shock



6f lest October's massive defeat at the polls and was reesdy to again
essume its place and its responsibility in the national l1life of this
country. So all those fears about our perliamentary democracy may

be premature, especially in the light of Mr. Speaker's stern
insistence yesterday that those on the government benches do not

use their numbers to try and hassle the opposition spokesman. In

the background to all this, of course, was the knowledge of the

unrest on the industrial scene, especially among the health workers

of the public sector; and the knowledge that behind the health workers

were the unresolved claims of the teachers, the civil servants, and
of those public sector workers represented by the trade unions., It
was heartening that no one in parliament yesterday tried to gain

political mileage out of this unsettled and potentially explosive

labour front. Maenley
situation on the/imEmztxxzxxam® . Vith Mr./Skzzxsx and Mr. Shearer,
parliamentary

the two most respected and trusted/figures on the labour front still

to speak in the debate, it may in fact still be possible to work out

some accommodation to avert a collision between public sector workersf

and their employers. If no such accommodation is regqched, if the
situation ends up in hard confrontation then, no matter who wins
in the long run, Jemaica will suffer and suffer grievously in the
short run; and all the loan money in the world will not solve our
problems, Only the people of Jamaica, working together, can solve
/;i;s;roblems: and nobody hes yet been able to impose a spirit of
co-operation on any group or groups of free and self-respecting
people. And this is one of our key problems. Perhaps it might be
useful for Mr. Seaga to cell in Mr. Shearer and Mr. Masnley and for
the thiee of them to hammer/ggge formulation for the representatives
party

of the public sector workers to consider. This may not be good

or power politics; it would be good for the national interest.
Goodnight.

§



Public Sector Wages &
Pressure Politics &
The Health Services

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
June 1, 1981, 6,10p.m

Gocd evening: The weekend danger of what has been described as

the likely 'imminent collapse' of Jamaica's medical services appears
to have deepened rather than eased, It now seems that if something
is not done, and done quickly, to ease the situation Jamaica's already
weak and fragile health service will indeed coldapse. And if this
were to happen the saddest irony of all may"weldd be the comment
that it need not have happened., Everybody,agrees that the junior
doctors, for one example, have beengressly underpaid and grossly
overworked for a very long time., I, thimk most of us would agree
that not every worker in the& public sector wﬁo has been offered

the government's $29 a week pay increase over the two-year period
peforms equally well,, Wwerks equally hard, or renders equally valueble
service to the socieé®y., We know that there are very hard workers in
the public sector; we know there are time-servers; and we know that
there are #@rones. | But by some peculiar lagie of our industrial
relations practices the good, the bad and the plain no-good as far
as work performance and work value are concerned.are made the same
wage offer, And this is, I think, our first patent piece of labour
relations madness when you consider the kind of work load and level
of responsibiliéy our junior doctors and our nurses are.called upon
to carry., And it does not help matters one little bit when people
who should know better, and who would be quick to stand up for their

own rights, and who would themhsedkves not hesitate to threaten locking

down this or that, accuse junior doctors or nurses of being 'unpatriot

ic' for standing up for their own ri
ghts I re
0 ally do not think



the invocation of the 'national interest' should ever be used to
try end perpetuate and justify the kind of exploitation the very
skilled workers in our health services have had to endure. So one
of the first things I think we need to do is to ease up on some of
the pressure play on our health workers, They are not any more
unpatriotic than any other group of Jemaicans who demand a fair day's
pay for a fair day's work: indeed, they are, by common consent, more
deserv?ng than most, And that being the case let there be an end to
the/:gii? unfair and undeserved political insitugtions against them.
These people are nozjéggunreasonable as some would have us believe,
I know, for instance, that the nurses_association is anxious just

in order
to get a meeting/to spell out theis ‘ofn/ Considered views on how what
is available could be zllocated( to), the best possible advantage, Surely
that is a2 very reasonable position which any reasonable employer
would at least listen o, Bofit is worrying that the nurses' leader-
ship should, rightly or wrongly, get the feeling that their employers
are not all thathinterested in such a meeting, since the entire
weekend up te this morning seemed not long enough for them to set a
time, Not a very¥important point, perhaps, but one which could make

negotiating in

all the difference between/Raximg a climate of accomodation or a
climate of confrontation, Now, the problem of dealing with public
sector wages is clearly a very hard and difficult one. Somewhere, at
some time, someone had to draw the line and slowdown the growth of
the public sector wage bill, And how this is done is quite as
important as that it is done. Even done the right way, with under-
standing and co-operation rather than misunderstanding and confrontat-
ion, it will be difficult enoughf., But done the wrong way it could
mean grief for Jamaica. So let there be a muting of the pressure

politics from 2ll sides, including the government side, Goodnight



The No New Taxation Budget

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Friday
May 29, 1981, 6,10p.m
Good evening: The overwhelming majority of Jamaicans will, I think,
warmly welcome the 'mo new taxddion for this year' Revenue Estimates
of the 1981/82 Budget presented by Mr. Seaga to Parliament yester-
day. There was of course the warning that this 'no new taxation
position?! was conditional on the government beimg able to collect
some $35-million wmxxk of arrears, If thet™mone¥ is not collected
then the shortfall may have to be made up in“wew taxes later in the
year, So those who are in arreers wollld e doing a service to all
Jamaica's taxpayers by paying up, @nd pé&ying up promptly. But the
relief that there will be nd new téexes is shared by friend and foe
: gap in the
alike, If the arrears ar@colleeted then the/housekeeping budget
of just over $85-milldiomn will be closed by the issuing of Treasury
Bills, And so it wikil “be Ppossible to balance the budget without any
new taxation andywithout any printing of money without backatif,
and
So there willWbe n® increase in the price of petrol;/no government-
decreed increase on such things as ciggzeétéeg and beer =nd the
like, This is not to say there may not be increeses on the price of
or some of them,
these things/Xike later in this.fiscal year; but if any such increase
were to come it will not be because of any government taxation policy
but rather because price controls have been lifted from most of these
thlngso So no new taxation 1s the flrst great relief for us all,
area of

Another/relief. that people in the country parts in particular will

welcome most warmly are the complete scrapping of taxes and duties

on agricultural trucks and the easing of stemp dudy and sales taxes

for all other trucks, a2s well as the increasing of other sgricultural
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incentives which, it is hoped, will lead to greater production,
especially for export, I hope to comment further on the agricultural
incentives when.I heve examined the documents more fally but for the
present I note only the proposals for increasing the growing of Blme
Mountain coffee, There is a world market which is hungering for
21l the Blue Mountain coffee that Jamaica cen produce; the Japanese,
the Americans, the Europeans will scramble over each other for all
the Blue Mountain coffee Jamaiga can provide, and will pay peemium
prices in foreign exchange for the geoffee, If we coutdd produce this
one gxmp labour-intensive crop to the limigssof oﬁr capability for
it, we would be a long way on the road to Solving the problem of
our foreign eschange needs, This hdas been a recurring them¥of Nr.
Allan Isaacs in and out of politdcsy in and out of one or the other
party, in and out of governmeht,over a very very long time indeed,
Let us hope that this timeW\arouwnd the concept will become 2 praetica.
reality to Jamaica's benefit. Another area of relief from taxation
that will be most widely welcomed is in the savings by individuals,
As well as making l3fe a deal more tolerable and rewarding for the
the \tax exemption on earned interest
individual saver/sm& will or should encourage more saving, especially
if inflation and inflationary prices begin to slew down. And these
savings could then be used to finance further development, The éZ§§
what struck me as
area of uncertainty in/an otherwise optimiséic 2nd upbeat =and hope~-

still unsesolved
ful projection for future economic recovery and growth is the/matter

of the wage claims ofL?ublic sector workers, How that matter is
resolved, and the spirit in which it is resolved, is quite as
important as all the peinstaking planning and hard work that obviousl,

went into yesterday's presentation, Once again there is promise and

hope, 2s there wes in 1962, as there was in 1972: let us hope that

" Al
this timeghard work and good sense gmsux®x will lead to success.
¥ Goodnight



1) Budget Debate: Second Phase

2) Public Sector Wages, Taxation
3) J.T.A. on A Dangerous Circular.
4) Jordan's Hussein in Moscow

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

May 27, 1981, 6.10p.m,

Good evening: The seéond phase of the anﬁual budget exercise gets

under way tomorrow with the Prime Minister telling the nation how

we are going to raise the $2,500—milii%;pius-which the govefnment ,

plans to spend in fiscal year 1981/82. And one very important

question is whether our present level of taxatioen Will bring in

enough revenue,K to cover the nation's recurreﬁt housekeeping of which

public sector wages takes such a big chunk?% Or, will there be need

for additional tax&sion? And if there is to be additional taxation,

what form would it take? If it #'s, Imdirect taxation in the form

of additional charges on consumption then the ‘people in the lower

income levels will inevitablysTeel it most., If, on the other hand,

it is direct taxation‘\then those in the h;gher income brackets will

bear the brunt though all income earners will feel the blow. And,

of course, yesterdasy's news out of Geneva that the OPEC oil Ministers

have decided tonheld oil prices at their' present levels till fhe |
Jamaican ' ]

end of this year does suggest that/motorists just may escape a

petrol price increase this time around. I say 'may' because there «

can be no certainty about it. IfAit were just a matter of passing on 3

any oil increase tpen we would expect the government to fodlow the ?

OPEC o0il Ministers' lead and keep local petrol prices where they now 2

are, But if petrol prices are seen as just another sdurce to be tapped

for additional revenue then the government may decide to up the

price. What, one wonders, would the Nationalist Patriotic Movement |

do in such an eventuality? Stage another gas price strike across ‘”j

e = . i ™A



the country? Let us hope the NPM is not put to the test. Then
there is xtke today's resumed talks between the Minister of the
Public Service and the unions and organisations representing public
sector workers which may also have an important bearing on how the
numbers come out in tomorrow's presentation of the Revenue Estimates,
We must assume that the Cabinet has come up with a2 more 'realistic"
/oiﬁizh the Minister will put to the unions and that some understandiny
will be reached; the country sorely needs such an understanding
gquickly if we are to get on with the business (ofsworking our troubles
away, In paragraph 28 of the memorandum witld g¢he IMF the government
says: "The government will implement, n@t Mater than October 1,1981,
aspects of the comprehensive tex refomm programme to attain an
increase of not less than 3% of 6eD%. on estimated tex revenue for
financial year 1981/82", For %£9mg'$o be eny hope of reslisng this
there must be a wide measure of harmony and productivity in hoth the
bublic and private se@toms. And in our situation, like it or not,
no one side, be it goVernment, private secter employers or the trade
ruthlesslys
unions, can/impoSge 1%t will on all the other sides, or ram its wishes
and during the debate
down their threaté. What comes out tommrrow/will, I hope, reflect
this Jemaican reality. Another matter of current concern is the
circular from the Minigtry of ;Education which appears on the front-
page of today's Daily News and which the Jemaica Teacher Association
is reported as describing as 'very dangeroud'., Please read it. §
person's political and civic activities, carried out in their own
Jamaican
time and within the framework of the/Constitution, should not belthe

subject of this type of circular. I hope the Ministry of Education

follows the advice of the JTA to withdraw the circular. And finally,
¢ : and post
Jordan's King Hussein's preaencg/inuﬁgscowhﬂs created new problems

for the Americans in the currently highly volati (idd st, hence
Mr. Philip Habib's cell home for gonsél ';')iions° G%gd%%gh ? A



The Dilemma of the
Public Sector Wage Bill

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast onMonday

May 25, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: A mood of gquiet unease has hung like a cloud over

this year®s observations of Trade Unions Week and Labour Day; to

be sure we had warm expressions of goodwill and' ha#mony for the
labour movement from spokesmen of ali sectors of the sociéty but

the quiet unease has.persisted° And behind ity and.pdséibly the
single most worrying aspect of the labour scene at this time, was
the government's wage offer to public sector workers and the reject-
ion of that offer by all the organisetiomns representing public sector
workers, The government appears ,te have accepted the unions' demand
that the wage contract be for%e two-year rather than a three-year
period. So it made an offery,ofs15 a week for the first year to start
from July 1lst, 1981, “\and $14 =2 week from:-April 1lst, 1982, 1In e
counter cleim the unioms demanded $40 a week for the first, year,

to begin on Apridy 1s%, 1981, and $50 a week fof the second year,

So the government!s pay increase offer works out at $29 a week over
the two-year period; and the unions' demand works out at a pay
increase of $90 a week over the same tWo-year period, So the distﬁ@ce
between the gévernment's offer and the unions demands is very wide
indeed. Over the two-year period that gap between what is offered

and what is demanded is $61 a week., For the first yeér the difference
between the government's offer of $15 a week from the first of July
and the unions' demand of $40 a week from the first of April, that

difference amounts to $25 a week and three months of Bdetroactivity.

For the second year thé difference between the offered $14 a week




and the demanded $50 a week is $36 a week., And these, by any
standard, are huge differences, In the overall thing the demands
of the unioﬁs work out at more than three times the government's
offer, So where do you go from there? The unions have asked for
the government to make & more realistic offer, What, in this
coPtext, would be a realistic offer? Would splitting the difference
f what is offered and what is demanded be a realistic offer? If the
%‘difference of $25 a week of the first year were to be split evenly
half of it would be $12,.,50 which would then be _g@@ded to the $15
offer, resulting in a new offer of $27.50 fof fthe first year. And
using the seme method the offer for theé se@ond year would go up to
$32 a week, This would give us an aveérage weekly increase of $59,50
over the two-year contract pexie@ds \But stop and think, Just split-
ting the differnce in this way, wouwld increase the public sector wage
bill by $618,800,000 over the stwo-year period. And right now, before
any increase of any kind, that wage bill takes up 76% of the recurrerf
or housekeeping ;Jpudgets) Where would we get this additional money
from? More taxa%ion? And yet, the junior doctors, to mention just
one group of public sector workers, deserve a great deal better than
¥hey are now getting., But let us also face the fact that there are
many workers in the public sector who are just coasting along, doing
as little as they must for as much as they can get away with., One of
hard and long-standing
the/problems is sgpmma&ting the workers from the drones so that those
who perform may be better paid and those who don®t be set free; but
you do not do this in the context of a wage negotiation. So, where

do we go from here? What is a realistic wage offer? And who pays for

it? And what kind of service do they get in return? How do we baaance

the interests of a2 key group of 100,000 workers against the equally
important interests of 2 million mainly very poor Jamaicans? Goodni§h1

!



End of Trade Unions Week, 1981;
Some hard problems for the future

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
May 22, 1981, 6,10p.m.
Good evening: This year's frade Unions Week ené{tomorrow with Labour
Day as its point of climax: and I think those of us who had hoped
seize the opportunity to/ at least
" that the major unions would/offer some new thinking on/some of
thé major problems facing the nation must be a little disappointed,
We were offered nothing new on the.hard problemgof unemployment°
There was not even mention of cutting owt Qvertime to give a few of
the unemployed a small break: there wasinot,a whisper about job-
sharing, The standard conventional Qisdem that increased production
iis the way to oreate_more jobs wasymuted by putting the responsibili;
for such increased production“elmest exclusively on the shoulders of
manggementb Management, we/xzéetold,.must create the climate in which
workers would want to)inerease production, This is, of course, the
other side of the negative coin in which managemeﬁt puts the blame
for low productivwity“on the workers., The-sad fact is that the per-
formance of both management and workers are pretty often to blame in
equal measure -for low prodgetivity., I would have felt very much
happier about our organised labour movement if at some point during
this week one of our leading union spokesmen had talked straight out
in specific tberms about some of the shortcomings and some of the
failures of the organised labour movement, But new thinking and
self-criticism are not common or easily come-by virtues, especially

by those who feel themselves embattled, Jemaican managements are not

in the habit of holding up their failures, shortcoming’ and mean streak

for public serutiny, so why should we expect organised labour to do s&
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Perhaps we have this unfair expectation because we believe that

ultimately it would only strengthen Jamaica's organised labour
if it were
movement/to tgke stock of itself coldly and disapassionately, And

I think it is going to need all the realistic strengthg it can muster

if it is to grapple with some of the hard problems that lie ahead,
The recently surfaced issue of what is the 'national interest' has
opened a tricky new situation which puts almost any negotiated
settlement in doubt. In the Pay Policy section of Ministry Paper
No,9 dealing with the fiew IMF agreement, the /opening sentence reads:
"The Government believes that employers amd_employees should settle
pay claims by free negotiation." But whatiWhappens if, afterjsuch
freely negotiated settlement, or afterya "Tribunal award, one or the
other party can have the whole settlement upset on grounds of the
*national interest'?. The unions have declared their determination
to call on the governmenthto define the 'national interest', But
even if we were to have a definition acceptable to both labour and
management, would ‘tha®% be the end to it? Why the elaborate and
costly industrial relations structure when it can all be nullified
by one party“going to court? And what is to prevent some citizen or
group of citizens going to court and asking that in the 'national
interest' all overtime be abolished and all jobs be shared in order
to do away with unemployment? That would indeed be in the 'national
interest' if you see unemployment as our gravest national problem.
But to take this course, in the *'national interest', may end up
creating more havoc than we cope with, So where do we go from here?
Where is the organised labour movement going from here? It seems to
me that sooner, rather than later, the organised labour movement

is going to have to move beyond just servicing the interests of its

’

dues payj s, If it fails the 'nati -
overwha ln§tTe@88Enight e 'national interws$t may yet

2
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1) Local Production: Building or Destroying?
2) Syrisn-Israeli Crisis
3) Trade Unions Week: Widening Horizons

NEWS COMMENZARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
May 20, 1981, 6.10p.m.
Good evening: Local food producers - the producers of chicken
meat, pork produgts, ground provision - ' are all bawling that the
‘bottom has fallen out of their markets. ILocal menufac turers and
small business people geherally are~compléining of fall-offs in
their sales and a dramatic shrinking of their merkets. And both
the food producers and the small manufactupé€rs eafe blaming their
troubles on the new flood of imports imtonthe country. Most of
us know about the food because we mapt Seevfor ourselves that there
is vastly more imported food aboutf tha®m there has been for a very
long time. The JLP has kept"it® promise to bring in the food @and
I think all Jemaicans wel@eme this, What I am not sure all Jameicans
would welcome equelly warmly would be the collapse of our broiler
industry. In the y&ars of hardship when food, especially protein,
‘'was very hard te, comg by, the nation's broiler producers kept faith
with the Jamaican people. Chicken meat becsmeeverybody's meat and
was the cheapest meat available, And the production of broiler meat
and its expansion, createénew opportunities for small chicken farmers
regular
who in turn created new/job opportunities for many people in the
of hard effert
rural areas, It had taken years%for the broiler industry to be built
to the point where in our days of scarcity it was the main source
of Jamaica's meat supply. It is now apparent to all of us just how
quickly and easily.tmé—broiler industry can be mashed up, And if it
AN
were mashed up withigv¥he next year or so, who will take another
cletie S w b
chance andLPuild it back again: It is always easiers much easier %o

‘{’
mash up or tear down, than it isZ%reate and to build up. So I
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sincerely hope that the designers of the new economic strategy will
think again before allowing the do-called free play of market forces
to mash up local food production and local manufacturing. There Just
is no way that our relatively tiny brotler industry or pig industry
or garment or shoe indust}iﬁZam survive in open free-for-all
competition against the large-scale producers of the United States,
Those trailer loads of $100-million worth of 'no-funds' licenced
imports of which Mr. Vaz spoke the other night could mean the
difference between survival or collapse for agnumber of small
manufacturers and those who work for them./ It ‘Seems to me that when
the government said it would allow 1lmportsSywhere that was needed to
keep a check on unreasonabliﬁgricasit was’ on very good grounds and
most Jamaicans wead® support it. Risking the destruction of local
food production and local manufacturing is a completely different
matter again, Not even the powerful American economy and its managef
are allowing their gotien of the play of market forces to permit
&iiakeam Japan to mash\up the American motor industry by way of
"free' competfztion: so they have agreed to limit Jepanese car imports
to the U.S. te,a fixed number. Even the play of so-called mgrket
forces need some management, in the national interest, And it seems
to me that this, too, is an area in which the organised labour move-
ment should be deeply interested because what happers here can deter-
mine whether the workers they represent have or do not have jobs, So
let thef{€ be a widening of horizons for the organised labour movement
this trade unions week, If they don't they will go on just reacting
to situations instead of helping to shape them. And finally and

" briefly the shape of a solution to the Syrian-Israeli is emergéng

thus: Israel, who started it all will not t 1 :
ol : undertake: 0 make any more

: hts over certain i ti g :

s f positions and Syr

1ts missiles and fir: ﬁeg%n may\losesnext mgn%ﬁhwé%%cggggs?lggggggghto
N ¢



Trade Unions Week, 1981

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

May 18, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: This week is being observed as Trade Unions Week
here: in Jamaica, and it will reach its climax on Labour Day which
is this coming Saturday, May 23rd, So there wetl be a wide variety
of activities in honour of Jamaica's organised labour movement and
the part it has played ig?gringing of Jemaica %o the point where
she now is. But the question is: Just where is/Jemaica today?

At what point is she? And, more specifiglllyy’at what point-'is the
labour movement which we are honourinmg, this week? We begin'with
the latest available figures which asrescontained in the latest
Labour Force statistics whieh wWas tabled in quliament at the same
time as the 1981/82 Spending Bstimates. These figures show that
iﬁ October of 1980 thé&,Jemaiden Labour Force or work fofce had
reached &,006,900.0nThis was the first time the workforce had topped
the milliOn-mark., A year earlier, in October of 1979 it had stood
at 962,500, This means that between October 1979 and October 1980
the workforce had increased by 44,400, During the same period the
number of workers in jobs went up from 663,400 in October of 1979
to 737,300 in October of 1980, which.is an increase of 73,900 worke§
in jobs, So the workforce grew by just over 44,000 but those in
jobs grew by nearly 74,000, - To understand this we need to lock at
the uhemployment figures for the same period. In Octeber of 1979
thevnumber of unemployed workers stood at 299,100 but by October

of 1980 the figure had dropped to 269,600, In other words between

October of 1979 and October of 1980, which incidentally was the last

year of the PNP regime, unemployment Wwent down by 29,500, and so
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the numbers in jobs increased by that same 29,500, So, all the
propaganda of the time notwithstanding, there was a small but
signjficant improvement in employment between October 1979 and
October 1980, If this improvement can be maintained in 1981, if
more people can find jobs in 1981 than are brought onto the labour
market, then we should continue to see a small but significant
reduction in unemployment., And this, it seems to me, is one of the
most important issues the organised and united labour movement must
address itself to, Indications are that the position achieved
between October 1979 and October 1980 may met in fact hold, that
unemployrent may in fact be on the inc#éase,once more, The price

to the national economy of creatinggthose roughly 30,000 new jobs
between October 1979 and October 1980 mas, obviously, a very high
one, and a price that the new\administration is not prepared to4pay,
and one that the countryycannot afford indefinitely to go on paying.
So a relationship must be egtablished between the creating of Jjobs
and the enlarging®ef “thednational wealth or, if you like, the nationa)]
cake, Up to new the, drganised labour movement has tended to regard
the business of wealth-creation, either a2t the national or private
business level as the responsibility of *management' or government.
Workers did their jobs and cocllected their pay; others found the
capital, did the p&anning and worried about viability. I think times
and conditions have changed so much that this will no longer do.

And T am not sure that the 'market forces' business all by itself
wiliogo;iither, eanymore than the heavy-handed domination of econmic
life by a2 sluggish state bureaucracy will do. We need to think out
new economic approaches - a mixture perhaps of enlightened capitalism,

co-operat%&g worker participation and with the state playing a largely

supportlng,role - in our searep for viability and judsice. And OTJ‘nge
labour should, logially, spearhead that thinking. Goodnight,



1) A Dread Week
2) The Police & the Rule of Law
3) The U.S.A opening to South Afriga

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcagt on Friday
May 15, 1981, 6.10p.m
Gaocd-.evening: What a dread week this has turned out to be! First
we hed news of the death of B6b Marley, and then the attempted
. assassination of Pope John Paul, The tragedy of tﬁe.Marley death
was that he was so gifted and so young: thé death of anybody young
is always perticularly sad because there is, fé¥ them, so much of
life left still to be lived, And when the foung whovdie.afe as
rarely gifted as Marley was then it assumes tragiec dimensions., And
the young people of the ghettoes evérywhere probably need the example
and the symbolism of Marley more, ragh%t now, than ever before. They
seem to have so little to hold emn $0; so little to believé in; and
or fanaticism -

this makes it easy to respend with negativism/and violence to a
harsh and brutal world where might is right and survival, be it

the fittest &
political or economie,or sociazl, is for/the strong? Amd you show
yougygtrength by, tearing down the strongest ome within your reach
and wi-thin youxr verbal or actual gunsight., And so the strongest
apos?le of peace in_ the world today became the assassin's target
on Wednesday of this week, It was a dread week indeed, And on
the local scene reports of public concern over how some members of
the police force deal with the public have prompted one Minister of
Government and g;gouncillor to write letters of complaint to the
Commissioner of Police af king him to investigate certain police
action, There is alsc some cemcern about an allegdd ‘sefret aquad',
One of the worrying things about all this is the impression which,
rightly or wrongly, many people REX=® seegiPave about the law and

how it is mxxxsxto be enforced . So let us remind ourselves once



agaein that under our system of government nobody is above the law
and nobody is entitled to take the law into their own hands; it
does not matter whe they are, it does matter what office they
occupy: under thé law, in the eyes of the law, each Jemaican is
entitled +to the same rights as any other Jamaicat and is subject
to the same restraints as any other Jamaican. The police are given
certain powers under the law in order to uphold the law: but this
does not place them either above the law or outside the law, They
do not themselves become the law any more than Ministem of Government
or Members of Parliament become the law, / TheSeé are all agents of
one type or another of that high principle of the rule of law, The
execute
Parlisment makes the lawg; the Courtu/xaxxx the law; the police are
the agents who see that the law 1s observed., It is different in
dictatorships and repressive regimes where the so-called secret
police may be a law untojthemselves, Under our system the police have
no business to act @s)judge, jury and executioner because to do so
would be to break, the, law: and their job is not to break the law but
to uphold it in the interest and in the service of the people., Let
their deeds measure up to that high principle of democracy, And
finally and briefly, the Foreigh Minister of racist South Africa&as
been meeting with U.S. Secretary of State Alexander Haig and was
slated to meet President Reagan sometime today. Their talks are
mainly about Nemibian indpendence; and the latest formulatioh is
that there must be constitutional guarantees for the white minority
before the South Africans will agree to elections leading to independ-
ence., The Americans have basically accepted this position and have

been pushing it at NATO., What everybody is very quiet about is

Nemibta's vast mineral resources, but I am sure there is .
some agree

ment on.that too. And, of course, South Africa has now come in out
of the international diplomatic cold, thanks to Reagan'%d%%%%gﬁ%



The New Pricing Policy

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
May 13, 1981; 6.10p.m

Good evening: Ministry Paper Number 1l wes tapled in Parliement

on fhe same day that the Spending Estimates for the financial

year 1981-82 were presented to Parliamént° In the event, Ministry
Paper No., 11 tended to be overshadowed by the B.udget"Estimates° And
yet, as fer as the ordinary consumer is concerned Ministry Paper

No, 11 is a matter of over-riding importénce because it spells out

in some detail the government's policy onprices and it gives lists
of the items which have been removed Ffromjprice controls or have |
been so reshuffled as to be effectively femoved from direct Minister-
ial control., IList 'A' is the ome im which the Minister sets the
prices and those prices cam only,be changed with his approvel, List
'B* is the one where the producer or marketer of an item hés to
notify the Prices Gemmissien of an intention té increase the price on
that item, If there i§ no ohjection frpm the Prices Commission w@thin
30 days the producer or marketer is free to inérease the price. ‘And
list 'C' is the one on which prices are based on a percentage mark-up
to the seller. Ministry Paper‘No° 11 spells out what items are or
remain on which list., And the most impértant changes are -on the items
on list 'A' which were under specific price control, The following
items, say Ministry Paper No, 1l have been decontrolled from list A:
Cheese, cigarettes, liquid detergents, industriel gasses, red rums,
salt for industry, stout, yeast, school uniform materials, and

items
biscuits. All these/are no longer under price control and the produce

can now put any price they want on these items, if they think the

market can stand it. If they over-reach themselves and if alternatives



are available they may end up pricing themselves out of business,

But however it goes in the long run the consumer is bound to feel
zgix pressure of increased prices on this list of completely 'freed-
up' items, Next there is a shifting of some items from list 'A' to
list 'B' - that is from being fully controlled to being items on

which the producer must gggegﬁgiice to the Prices Commission of the
intention to increase prices, These are: Beers, butterin/margarine,
cement, whole chicken, dry detergents, cooking gas, liquid cows'milk,
overproof rum, reinforcing steel bars, Milo e@ndslMalted Milks, Here
again, many prices ere almost certain te g0 fafiter the 30-~day interval.
I think we need to bear in mind, though, especially as far as the

food is concerned, that the government has also declared itself
prepared to increase imports ifgsthat beczme necessary to keep local
prices at reasonable levels, \One<catch here xm -~ and it is something
over which local chicken/\brogler, pork and other livestick producer
02 ol a3 Chwafll S ) is

Lhave slready started \toWcomplain -/the fear that largescale importing
of cheap food could eas8ily undermine and even kill local production,
And there just 18 no'way that even the most efficient loczl producer
with his relativedy small operation cen hope to compete successfully
with say, & huge American chicken producing combine, if that combine
were to decide to take over the Jemaican broiler market. Where 'marked
forces' are gi&en free play the big fish have a way of either swallow-
ing up the little ones or driving them from the feeding éroundo The
final items removed from list 'A's speeific price controls and
transferred to list 'C' with its set mark-up are: contraceptives,
lumber, certain hardware items, locally made batteries, locally made

tyres.., These are the major changes in price controls., There is

much other information on prices in Ministry Paper No., 1l which it

would be worthwhile to get hold of a. the 'market forces' come into
pley. Goodnight.



The Change of Power in France:
Some Implications for the World

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
May 11, 1981, 6,10p.m
Good evening: The single most important political development Dn
the world scene fhis past weekend was the change of political
power in France with the socialist Mr., Francois Mitterand defeating
conservative former President Mr., Vaelery Giscard d'Estaing: thi s
event overshadowed even the dangerously nasty confrontation shaping
the basing of

up be tween Syrla and Israel over/Syrian ground-to-air m15311es in
the Lebanon after the Israelis had shot_ down two Syriam helicopters,
Unless the Americans and Russians between, them can persuade the
Israelis and the Syrians to back off, their confrontation could easily
erupt into fighting which is¢almos® certein to suck in the entire
Middle East and, perhaps,qothers, as well. But-for the moment even
this explesive situatien has'peen forced to play second fiddle- to
the dramatic outcome, of yesterday's ffnal round of the French
Peesidential elections., And this is so because Mr, Mitterand's
victory chanfes the political equationg not only in France but also
in all of Western Europe; and Western Europe,.like it or net, still
exercises a major influence on world events, &t was the Foreign
Ministers of Western Europe, for instance, acting as a united group

a week or 8o ago
who only/Xastxwzsk ‘persuaded' the Reagan administration to back away
from its hard cold war poature and agree to resume disarmament talks
with the Soviet Union., And France, along with Britain and Westg

Germany, are the key members of this powerful group, So- the change

of power in France is of profound concern to all the other West
Europeans, and I am sure that at their meeting today Mrs. Thatcher

and Chancellor Schmidt will hsve words on this change and some of its



implications for relations with the United States on the one hand
and the Soviet Union on the other. The French, since the days of
the great dharles DeGaulle, if not before, have, generally speaking
been much more distrustful of the Americans than have been the British
Indeed, Britaiﬁhperceived closeness to America was one reason why
the Gaullists kept her out of the European Community for so long. So
than Giscard was
I expect the Mitterand Presidency to be rather less willing/to go
along with some?ihe Reagan hardline postures such as the worldwide
anti-communist crusdde. On the other hand, I (thimk Mitterand will
want to keep his distance from %ggﬁ%rench communists of whose spoiling
and takeover two
/tactics he has had first-hand experiehce @uring/xm previous tries
at the Presidency., And I do not thinkihe will quickly forget the
veiled Soviet comments in favourwof Giscard during the campaign.
The French socialists have traditionally been much more international
-ist in outlook, much more supportive of freedom struggles than have
been the British soclalists. So the chances of a France under a
socialist Executive President joining Britaim and the United States
to cast a veto at the Security Council as was done over Namibia last
week is not a foregone conclusion. And this could create new problems
for America's Southern Africa posture of supportiggjwhite racists,
On the other hand, the French socialists have traditionally been more
pro-Israel than Giscard ever was and so are likely to support the
Camp David accords more strongly. So America is going to have walk
a rathﬂg;gelicate new line if she hopes to get on as well with the
new French President as she did with the o0ld one, All this is of

course based on the assumption that when Mr., Mitterand calls new

elections to the National Assembly, reportedly $Ser next month, kis
socialist party will win as big as he did yestérday, If they do then

West Europe will indeed be set on @an interesting new course, Goodnigh



1) The First Storm Passes

2) $2,500million Spending Budget
3) British Local Govt. Elections
4) Death of Bobby Sands

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

May 8, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Tropfcal Stopm Arlene - coming unexpectedly and
surprisingly early in the year - has passed us by with first reports
suggesting comparatively minor damage., We must hope that later
reports will confirm that the damage was indeed comparatively light;
which would be cause for thanksgiving, And then’We must prepare our-
selves for anything that might happen when' the Hurricane season comes
fully indéé force. It is always better $0 berready for an eventuality
which does not take place than to pe caughf unprepared, Next, while
it is still too early to haveqdigested the massixz of figures of
yesterday's spending Estimatesy one or two points do stand out.
$2,500-million is, by .almosSt any measure, a vast amount of money

for a small and relatively poor country like Jamaica to he planning
to spend in one @single“year., If we were paying our own way in the
world we would beyexpecting to earn the bulk of that money from our
own efforts -‘mseinly from the taxes we pay, and any other, nomn=tax
revenue earned by government-owned entities, If that were the case
then the money the government borrowed, both locally and from overseas
would be to make up the shortfall between what we ourselves have
generated by our own efforts and the little extra we méy need to
geﬁerate more of our own earnings, And this, of course would mean
that our earning, rather than our borrowing, would represent the

bulk of the government's revenuwe and the»basis of its planning,

But, going by past figures, it is most unlikely that the government's

revenue from taxation will amount to as much as half of the proposed



$2,500-million we will spend, Indeed, it is most unlikely that our
taxes will be equal to the $1,600-million of Recurrent or house~-
spending

keeping/which is earmarked for this financial year, And yet this

first spending Budget of the new JLP regime is only some roughly

$l©O—million more than last year's revised Bpdnding Estimates of

the then PNP regime. And the world inflation, during the course of

that one year, has continued; costs of food, energy, machinery,

spare parts, consumer good, have all continued to rise. So this

year's $2,500-million Spending Estimates, may,/in_ terms of real

buying power, be somewhat less thap last yeért's ‘revised figure of

$2,400-million, So things look i:ii}being pretty tight; and it

might be wise for the partisan propagandists to try and avoid the

seme foot-in-mouth exercise which led them to paint such £ glowing

pictures of tourism Z"now that cenfidence has been restored" and

which heas just blown up intheir faces, To be sure confidence, from

whatever source,is important; but national self-confidence, and a

unitedly

national will to/workwour troubles away, are more important. And for

these we need a rather special kind of unifying leadership. And final%;

Britain's Conservative government is under pressure on many fronts;

yesterday's local elections are gﬁetback for Mrs. Thatcher; American

seamen are paanning to boycott British ships because of the death

of I.R.A. hunger striker, Babby Sands, in prison, and even loyal littf

Barbados is angry with her over the Nationality Bill., Of all these
potentially

the death of Bobby gands is perhaps the most tragic and most/explosive

eighteen
The sad thing is that from the age of/zixtmem when Sands' family were

forc%grggé of their home becuase they were of the wrong faith, and he
was/out of a job as an apprentice for the same reason, and then sent
to jail for five years for armed robbery - all between 1972 and 1973 -

the course of ta;s young man's life seemed set for the final trapgedy,

Although the m?re the seme colour the
ey a 2 Yy practice somethin retty clos
to Apartheid in Northern Ireland, Goodnight. s o 1

i



1) Budget Day, 1981
2) Labour, Management & Govt
e i

NEWS COMMENTARY
For bopadcas® on Wednesday
May 6, 1981, 6.10p.m

(\CA’M

Good évening: Tomorrowf is Budget Da%(When we have the ceremonial
opening of the new session of Perliament with the Throne Speech
outlining the government's policies for. the year 1981/82, and,
later, with the tabling of the Estimates of Expenditure for 1981/82
But again we will have the long-standing busimess of having only
the spending Estimates, We will not be_given .the Revenue Estimégtes
at the same time, So we will not be able t0 see the Budget exercise
in the round,as one single whole. _Wewill know hﬁxjghe government
and on what;
plans to spendf but we will not,mat\the ssme time, know how the
money which the government says %4 plans to spend will be raised,
And so, for most ordinary Jemaicans, there will not be that sharp.
connection between what we, as a nation,spend{/ end where the money
is to come from, ¢ Obviowsly, the Budget makers must have it all
pretty clear in their own minds, and indeed, must have it down on
paper as well, “Bit for most ordinéry citizens the spending is some-
how made to seem only vaguely and remotely related to the harsh
reality of having to find, and how you find, the moneyy that you
plan to spend, It may just be that this' way of making our Budget
is one of the obstacles to a sharper appreciation of the business

having to pay
of/payimg our way in the world, If you get the notion that you

ilias $e w&ﬁ@qu‘»«

can spend first and only owrry about paying aft wardsLyou e almost
certain to overspend. If, on the other hand, you know precisely

what you have to spend then you are likely to plan more carefully in
: some times seem to forget
order to avoid over-spending, Budget makers/xxxxxhxxfanxxxianguagxg
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and understanding
that they need the intelligent/support of the entire society -

unionised workers, housewives and higglers, as much as managers
work, This requires

and investors - to make their economic policieg/nikyhighxxngﬁnﬂggx

careful explanation; careful action.

igxexkeyxingitrugertxtoxwexk. I think, for imstance, that getting

our trade unions tgji%éertand some of the hard budgetary problems
of spreading a fixed amount of money to try end satisfy a multiplicity
of demands, including those of public sector workers, is likely to
be more.effective than all +the threats and bluster now directed at
the labour movement from some quarters. And Lsthink the best way of
doing this is to consult before final decisbenssare made rather than
after, Here again it is a matter of leyﬁling honestly, of showing
what is available, how it is proposed tovuse it, and listening to
suggestions which might improve the Wwse of it, If we are to come
to grips with the challenges faging Jamaica aﬁgoovercome them to p

- y through the elected governmen
the benefit of a majopitty'of Jamaicans, then we/are going to have
proceed by way of a e({mbination of clearcut explaining amounting to
a national exercise, Im\basic efonomics, we are going to have to so
organise our budget presentation?gg to almost force people to under-
stand the cdst of/every penny spent, and we are going to have to

and understanding

strive after coopergxion and consultation/between labour, management
and the government. And this will not come through confrontation
or through th&s or that side beating the other into the ground, Who-
ever might win in such a confrontation, Jemaica, the Jamaican economy

economic ‘ majority of the
and the/aspgrations of the/Jamaican people will be the ultimate

sufferers. Let us hope xRz tomorrow's new session of Parliement will
the
point us in/xhax direction of clear explanatiop, consultation and then

co-operation to earn our troubles away in a,ﬁgtﬁié-of genuine equity,

Goodnight



The British Nationality Bill

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
May 4, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: Britain's Prime Minister, Mrs, Margaret Thatcher,
yesterday took the unusual step of appearing on a BBC programme aimed
at immigrant# communities in the United Kingdom %o defend the British
Government's highly controversial ®xXx Netionality Bill which is

now before the British Parliament., This is the measure which most
non-white communitieé in Britain, as well as m&@ny’ other groups, have
denounced as 'racist' in concept and.intent,, JAndeed, a week or so
back Mr Errol Barrow of Bebbddes afterwa wisit to Brixton in Britain,
also denounced the British Nationaliity,Bill as discriminatory against
non-whites in Britain. And Mr, Barrow was particularly critical of
Cardbbean governments for Mot having raised their voices over the
Nationality Bill, or the,Brix®¥on riots, or the burning of a building
in which 13 young WeS%, Indians died., DMNr. Barrow said: "Britain is
not going to do @mything positive for its resident black population
unless they getyvery strong protests from the West Indian governments.
So, rightly or wrongly, the British Nationality Bill which Mrs,
Rhatcher's government is now trying to rush through Parliament by
cutting down the time allowed for its debate, is not being seen in
isolation from the general troubles -now being experienced by the
non-white communities in the United Kingdom. For instanfe, I think
Mrs, Thatcher is on good ground when she argues that every country
has the sovereign right to decide who to let in or to keep out of its

borders, This is a right exeprcised by all independent countries,

Jemaica decideg who can or cannot come inj S0 does Trinidad and

Tobago; sp does Barbados; so do the United States and Canada. But /
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there is - or, shall we say there has traditionally been - a catch
where imperial powers are concerned, 'Mother France'! cannot
constitutionally and legally keep out of the 'mother country' the
Britannia,
citizens from her colonies. And mother/Bekkarmiam too, until as
recently as the 1971 Immigration Act, recognised the 'right of abode!
and 'exemption from control' of citizens of the United Kingdom and
€olonies born or connected with Britain or who are children or
grandchildren of such, or from overseas (one of the colonies) resident
in Britain for a contf@nuous period of five years. This woulf ofcourse
the parents of
cover/those youngsters who were involved in.last /month's Brixton
riots, and therefore the youhgsters too.,An@ysof course, the people
of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, that neatly disguised last Americe;
colony, also enjoy this traditionadl right of free entry into the
Imother country'. So, the question of racism and the control of
racial minorities apart; there 18 the other matter of breaking with
an accepted traditionethat was once almost as sacrosanct as diplomatic
immunity. Whatever alse\things were like in the colonies; the m#iter-
prising colonial“whowgould find his or her way to the 'mother country®
had automatic righ# of abode once there, We do not have the text of
Mrs. Thatcher's Nationality Bill but reports are that under one of
its three types of citizenship even people like the young black
Britons born in the 'mother country' will not have this automatic
right of abode. And this, if it turns out to be true, could opemn up
all sorts of cans of worms. What, for instance, if other countries
were to adopt similarly racist forms of definition of nationality
which restricted the right of abode to people of a particular skin

colour or a particular ethnic background? How would it affect the

white minorities in Africa or Asia or the Caribbean? It is questions

like these which make the longterp
so disturbing. Goodnight.

implications of the Thatcher Bill



lg Montego Bay, City

2) Tourism & Hotel Ownership

3; Namibia: Western Veto

4) Saudi Arms Sale: Reagan backtracks

. NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
May 1, 1981, 6,10p.m
Good evening: And an especially warm salutation to the celebrating
citizens of the newly proclaimed City of Montego Bay. May their
city's new status help to bring them all the good things they are
striving for. ‘But the operative word is 'strive'; good things do
not just happen, people have to strive after theﬁ, work for them;
at times 'struggle' for them. And to get, thé fourist trade on which
they depend so heavily into aw good and healthy a shape as possible
important
strikes me as just about the singlé most /thing for the people of
the City of Montego Bay, and,indeed for all those whose livelihood
in one way or another depend om, tourism, to strive after. Working
hard is most important§ of ceurse: but it is possible to work hard
in a wrong way, in @n uwltimately éelf—defeating way, One example of
the wrong kind of ‘herd work is the type of road and gully work which
is washed away each time we have heavy rain., That is the kind of
work which drains away, rather than build up, resources, And I am
one of the m&ny people who are concerned about the obvious industry
with which the political headd of our tourist trade appears to want
to sell off some of our tourist hotels, Please don't get me wrong.
I do not question the government's right to divest itself of those
assets which it feels are a burden on the Jamaicen taxpayer, especisll
and to the profit of Jamaica /

where they can be operated more successfully and efficiently /than

they now are. But I think that in the case of most government-—owned

hotels 1t is important for us never to forget how they came into

government or public ownership in the first place. It was Eék
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because of any policy decision or fixed ideological posture that
the past government acquired these hotel. The brute fact is that
bad
when the tourist trade slumped and things turned/hzzi the former
foreign owners left without looking back: they just cut their losses
at great public cost
and ran. So the government stepped in and took ever/and : the
trade going during the bad and bitter years, IFf a new generation of
foreign owners were to come in have we any reason %o believe that
they will not do exactly the same thing if there is another slump in
the tourist trade a few years down the road? _I frankly don't think
S0, I think they will ®ehave in exactly the,same way and the govern-
ment of Jemaica will again be faced with either again going in for
standing
a costly saigvage operation or/stzméxbyiand watch tourism collappse,
For this basic reason hard-headed pragmatism would suggest that we
enter into either lease or management arrangements, but that we do
not sell, except, perhaps, to native Jamaiean interests who ceannct
just cut and run when the going gets rough. And given the present
world economic climate the going will get very rough from time to
time in the years ahead. The government had better be very careful
about how it balances short-term and long-term interests. The life
and future planned or/ solely
/ of a country is not to be/measured/ in taxmsthe short-term interests
of the lifetime of a particular government. Next, two brief notes on
against South Africa

international developments. By vetoing the sacntions proposals/in
Security Council yesterday, the United States, Britain and France
have in fact tacitly endorsed Sputh Africa's violation of what was

originally the Western powers' own plan for a settlement in Namibia,

It was this kind of political bankruptey that led in znother generatig
to the collapse of the League of Nations which set the stage foﬁWorld
War Two, And according to the Third World interpress Service the
powerful Israeli-American Jew1sh lobpy P@s forced President Reagan

to put off the sale of spyfﬂanes to Saudi Arabia, Goodnight



Np Pivision on the Trade Union Front

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday

April 29, 1981, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The apparent rift between our two major trade unions
over the government's Pay Policy as outlined is Ministry Paper No.9
is fast disappearing. The five major trade unions have taken a
united stand against the proposed three-year pay plan for publie
sector workers, They insist that it continuesto be a two-year wage
contract, S0 thére is, in clear and preoiée terms, no division
there, But what of the apparent disagreement in the two statements
in one of which Mr. Lascelles Beekford for the BITU welcomes the
ending of wage guidelines, and in, the other Mr, H.0. Thompson for
the NWU rejects the policy as\disguised and harsher guidelines?
My information leads me to\believe that the difference is more
apparent than real, You,will remember that in my comments on Monday
I pointed out how very guarded and copmditional the BITU welcome was:
they had not yet examined the agreement in detail, they had not yet
consulted their delegates, A fair conclusion must be that they had
not at that time examined all the detailed implications of the

but welcomed the news of the end of wage guidelines,
proposed Pay Policy{ The NWU statement, remember, came several
days later and after obviously closer examination., So what if the
closer BITU examination leads to the same conclusion as that arrived
at by the NWU? Do not forget that all our major trade unions are
on record as being opposed to wage guidelines, If it turns out on

closer examination that the terms of the Pay Policy do in fact add

up to 2 new form of wage guidelines then all the major trede unions,

as well as most others, will be opposed® So the real issue hinges
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cn how the terms are interpreted. And.already it is becoming clear
that the big five trade unions are moving toward a uniform and
common intei‘pretation° S0 the drumbeats announcing the great coming
division in the house of Xakamx trade unionism hgd better be muted.
My information is that there was an important meeting in that house
suppose
last night, and there was no division, I/thimk it is reasonable for
the enemies of labour and for those who feel that the unions have
grown too big for their britches, to seek out and seize eagerly on
any sign or hint of divisiom. The name of theé game is divide and
conquer, divide and rule., But our unions/tre sufficiently mature
and sophisticated to know this and to Seey through attempts to play
up any rifts which are bound to appear)from time to'time; and I do
not think they are going to be degeived by the use of party labels,
In this sense , Jmamakea's tradeyunion movement has progressed further
along the road from politicaly tribalism and cannibalism than have
the political parties, If it feels itself threatened by union-busters,
no matter from what quarters, then it will close ranks and put up a
bitter fight. IWthink those who seem anxious to 'teach the unions
a lesson' would be wise never to forget this central fact. Jamaica's
trade union movement was nattured in often bitter struggle, and for
all its signs of the 'fat' that comes with success; it is still a
formidabde force: which is why I think that this government, like all
those of both parties Dbefore it, will meet and talk and negotiate
rather than confront., The hard problem for the future is not, I
think, to divide the labour movement and so weakég;§%f7g§h¥gtery and
8 b

bust its back, but rather to convince the ranks of/labour movement

that they have as great, if not a greater interest, in increased

produetion, better performance and profitability. How this is done,

and how successfully this is done, 9ithe great challenge to leadership
this government faces, Goodnight

Ed



Division on the Trade Union Front?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
April 27, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The National Workeré Union, through its President,
Mr. H.O, Thompson, yesterday fejected the government's Pay Policy
as outlined to Parliament lest week by the Prime Minister in his
stetement on the new I.M.F, agreement., You may recall thdt earlier,
on Thursday of last week, the Bustamante Industri2a Trade Union,
through its Vice President, Mr. Lascellee Bgekford, had welcomed
a key aspect of that Pay Policy - the ending of wage guidelines,
So here, on the face of it, there woudkd seem to be the beginnings
of division between the Big Two inJ the broad trade union united
front which has stood Jamaica's, organised labour movement in such
good stead in recent years, Thelguestion i1s: How seriously should
we view these first sigms of@n apparent rift? If the BITU supports
the Pay Policy andfhe, NWU oppoées it, what will it mean for
lebour and for the wanity of the lébour movemegt? It seems to me
that the very firs?® thing we need to #m nota/hzw very conditional
the BITU statement of welcome was, The Managing Committee of the
BITU, Mr. Beckford's statement said, had not yet examined the Agreemen
in detail or consulted with their delegates and so was unable to
comment totally. However they did welcome the lifting of the wage
guidelines and hoped that employers would bargain with trade unions
in good fgith to ensure increased production which the country is
in dire need of a2t the present time. So the pqqg;bilitj clearly
exists that after a more detailed examination of the policy and after
could adopt

consultation with their delegates the BITU /axxxxexaxxthe same

posture as the NWU, which is that tkax " the ability to pay"
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stipulation cancels the government's claeim that a state of free
bargaining without guidelines had been restored, If the BITU does
finally arrive at that position then the epparent rift will disappear
and a united trade union movement will mobilise/its energies to
ensure that the workers do not get the nastier end of this particular
errangement, The BWU is afraid that the ‘'ability to pay' stipulation
could set the stage for compelling workers to subsidiee all the
and
failures,/inefficiencies of managers, and to bear all by themselves
increasing
the entire burden of/production, while facing.the constant threat of
and penalised

being blamed/for eny famlure, even when the“responsibility lies
elsewhere, This is a very real workers fearwhich should not be
ignored., But against it should be se® the equally real fact that

in the so-called market system bad,an@ ineffcient managers would

be as quickly thrown on the scrapheap of unemployment as any worker;
so they may have as great e vested indgeeest in success as any worker
or union leader. Indeéedy in circumstances where workers see themselves
as

/ having a right to theéwjob, no matter how poorly they perform, managers
may have a greater vested interest in success. So it would seem
"abillity to pay"
that how the matter of/zkixixyxtm is defined is of critical importance
Clearly, under the new dispensation, no worker can expect to keep a
let alone #®ax

job,ax/mxsm demand increased pay when an enterprise is genuinely max
unprofytable, Like it or not, that which fails will be closed down,
That which succeeds will survive. The important thing is to ensure
that the burdens and the benefits are shared in Jjust proportions,
There is no need for any division in the ranks of trade unionism over
this, Let us hope there will be none. And it looks as though the JOS

workers and mmnagement are going to be the first to learn the harsh

desson that survival depends on What must now be the three cordinal

Ps of Jamaica: Producti Rerformance, Profitabjlity: by all, not ‘
just some Jemaicans.U<Goodnifht T e ﬂ"=-=n=€L#TdﬁAw4t WY/ S ]



1l) The New IMF Deal
2) Namibia
3) U.S. Arms to Saudi. Arabia

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

April 24, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good évening:l The terms of Jamaic? new arrangement with the I.M.F,
are now public and available for everybody to examine: the important
document is Ministry Paper No., 9 which the Prime Minister tabled in
Parliament on Wednesday., It would be wise to get hold of the text

of that Ministry Paper and keep it for future reference, What I
think would be futile in the extreme is for,a8nybody or any group

to go through the same interminable debate .we had the last time
around, The new agreement is in place; no amount of hot chat can
undo that., And Jsmaica has to make i# work if we are not to sink
deeper and deeper into a pit¥ of economic hopelessmess., Make no
mistake about ity It is net going to be easy and there are as yet
no winners, The only guarantee of there being any winners at all

is going to be perfoxmence. The trade union movement has been given
its demand for an end to wage guidelines and a return to free
bargaining on\the, basis of ability to pay. Implicit in this is

the responsibility of the trade unions to ensure that their members
are sufficiently productive to make the enterprise for which they
work A profitable mmeE enough to keep them on_and satisfy wage demands,
In the truly free market system those who do not produce and those
who do not operate profitably are scrapped and driven out of business,
This is the new challenge to labour at every level, and bad habits
sometimes die hard, The private sector has been freed up to do its

thing and to really kaskaxe be the 'productive sector' in deed as

well as word., But the other side of being really freed 4P is the

loss of protected captive markets and the responsibility, ultimately,
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of satifying your own foreign exchange requirements by way of forei;n%
emchange earnings., And this is going to be brutally tough on those
sections of our 'productive sector' who felt threatened by the
puny little higgler trade. How will they fare when our markets are
up .
opened/to high-quality, low-priced goods from places like Taiwan,
Hong Kong and Singapore? And when import restrictions are lifted
enjoying
and consumer items flow in freely how will merchants used to/the
khgh price of scarcity, fare? What will they do when they can no
longer charge $30 or $50 for something selling.for $10 or $15 in
New York? So 'dekegulation' and the lifting™of.eOntrols posef
both groups 8
challenges for employers and workers alikes How/tkey respond to those .
challenges will determine how we copé with the socoial problems -
with unemployment, with education, with" our housing and health services
, the young
In other words, like it or noty the crying needs of the poor/and
the dispossessed are going %o depend on how soon and hos successfully
this programme is madef, to, work. So the sooner we get on with job, the
better, And while we“were preoccupied with our own worries much of
importance was goimg on in the world outside. For instance afd big,
politically
and potentiallyfexplosive row is in the making in the United States
over President Reagan's decision to segl to Saudi Arabia five highly
sophisticated spy planes. The Israelis are afraad the planes would be |
used to monig$o® their military activity and are bitterly opposed to
the sale, The powerful American Jewish lobby has swung into action
and the American Congress may resist the sale., The Saudis, on the
other hand, insist on the sale as a test of American friendship - and
they are America's largest oil supplier, which makes it tricky. Only
slightly less tricky is Nigeria's warning against Western support of J
South Africa over N i h: : e o ' £
Nty TIPS, Mith LE2 EnL.0f sy SRNBRISe S o o vions
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To the I.M.F, Once More

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
April 22,1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Today is I.M.F. day in Jamaica - once more, And
already, long before it is really possible for us to truly obsorb
and digest and begin to analyse the Seaga statement to Parliament,
the hot and passionate debate is already on, and has been on for
several days., And the line up is pretty much_.the same as it was
on the IMF
during those previous hot debates/during they,last PNP regime. Those
who were against tke an agreement with ghe IMF then are as hotly
and passionate against now; and for” theissame reasons, Those who
were for an IMX agreement with the IMP then, are as passionately
for it now, and for the seme reasons. And one gets the uneasy
feeling that what the Prime Minister said today is not going to
make one iota of difference to their fixed positions. In this sense
it is a replaey of an“eld political game. But it is when you ask
what is the point ofithis réplay that you realise that there are
important differences Dbetween the debate under the Manley government
and the debate now under the Seaga government, For one thing the
Manley government was itself ambivalent about the IMF and so the
anti-IMF
strong/pressure from the political left both inside and outside the
PNP was very effective, And it was this pressure, when the going
got rough, which finally tipped the scales in favour of the break
political
with the IMF. The/left had successfully nurtured the notion that
there was an alternative path to the IMF; but they did not spell out
all the political implications of that path, Why, for instance,

should the Soviet Union commit hundreds of millions of dollars of 1

foreign exchange ¢ P¥OP 4P and salvage a capitalist economy? J

e s ™A RN



Or, put in another context, would it be worth their while gambling
that kind of money in hopes of winning Jamaicgq into the so-called
'Socialist Cemp'? In short, why should the communist system help
one small reasonable
bail out £ failing capitalist system unless it sees a/chance of
winning it over? If it has to remain a capitalist system, th$? let
Slales
the big capitalists saldvage it. I think the major communist%Lhad
no illusions about just how ﬁﬁ%ﬁ;away from the 'Socialist Camp!
under the PNP rhetoric.
Jamaica/really was, despite the rhbédvitc So when the PNP broke with
the IMF there was nowhere else to turn: OPEC's Rrad members were
allright for small, high-interest token loansj but no more., The
point is that today, and in light of the ‘wassive JLP mandate, which
implicitly included a return to the IMF, the opp%sition from the

t cennot, for the

political left can have little, if dny, effectoEXREXRXARAMXREINE
frrxXtRe future

¥ trmetive foreseeable/prEsent, influence the government or any
segment inside the JLP, ,or indeed, any large section of the eleckorat
to mount the kind of4anti~IMF campaign which it did so successfully
during the PNP regime, “JIn this sense there has been a profound
change in the Jamaican political climate. And those who believe in
government By the freely expressed will of the people must respect
the will and the mendate of the people, whether they agree with it or
not, This, now, is the dilemma faced by the anti-IMF forces. To behawv
now, as they did under the PNP would in effect be obstructive to no
point, If and when the IMF prescription should fail to fulfil the
expectations

kapas/of the Jemaican electorate ,would be time enough for such
anti~-IMF campaigns. For now, I think the IMF prescription should be

given a fair chance. Both the government of Jamaica and the majority

of the electorate seem to think it might work., So let the political

left be as critical as it wants to: but let it be critical support,

constructive support, Jemaica's grf%ous problems cry out for no less

Goodnightﬁ/
IR p—— . P




Easter, 1981

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcast on Monday
April 20, 1981, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The long, and,for most of us, quiet and peeceful
Easter weekend, will soon be behind us, and the harsh realities of
everyday life ahead of us. Compared with Eester, 1980, the most
dramatic diffeﬁ%ce this year is the extent to whiéhh the national
atmosphere of intense political activity has been defused; things
are much more quiet, much more relaxed - with ?nly faint hints so
far of 2n impulse to witch-hunting and to luii&ﬁiﬁitg unpopular
opinions. OSome of the sacute problems of this time last year have
venished. I recall Mr. Hugh Smsll's desperate efforts to have our
following the break with the I.M.F.

foreign debts rescheduled/ With the change of government and the
return to doing business with the I.M.F. that is no longer a provlem
end, indeed, the terms of the new I.M.F. agreement with Jemaica will
be made public by the Prime Minister this coming Wednesday. So the
country's need for foreign exchange, and the need to re-order our
debt repayments are not the acute problems this Easter that they were
last Easter. Put some of the problems heve persisted. Unemployment
is still very much with us and, if enything, e litttle higher than
it was last Easter. Bbut unemployment is one of Jsmaeica's hardest and
ocldest problems, and there is no way that any government of any
complexion or party cen solve it in one or two years or, indeed, in
one term., Coping with unemployment is going to be a long end pain-

I do not think there is any one
steking process/fhExxzaixprabismyxiRExEREaxxwskryx single simple
solution, or that any one single seftor of the economy can provide

that solution: it must be a2 joint, multi-faceted effort in which

(
-0
the government, the private sector and the labour movement all coEeré<
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And because the labour movement is most representative of the interes
of the working people, I think the labour movement should play a
major part'in the formulating of a policy for coming to grips with
unenmployment, It is one of the great feilures of labour thgt it
has not faced up to this problem up to now: it is a failure that
could cost it dearly in the future if it is not corrected; today's
sufficiently
unemployed, when their numbers become/smffimmitxy large and desperate,
could become tomorrow's scab, union-busting labour. And their numbers
are dangerously large elready. Related to this.is another of our
persistent problems, I recell that this time last year Nr., E. Lloyd
Taylor, JALGO's secretary, called for the re-imposition of price
controls, for an end to the wage guidelines and for 2 return to
free bargaining between unions—and menagement. Some price controls
were in fact re-imposed after the break with the IMF, but not all,
Now, this Laster, and with us back in business with the IMF, the
same calls are coming from the unions as well as other quarters,
Unless this bubdness of wages and prices - and let me add profits -
is resolved. by way of agreement and understanding, we may not work
our way out ofour troubles, no matter how much foreign exchangq we
borrow, I think we are into a bit of fig%lgl acggggélgf;g u ar%real%
going to'free up' the economy, if you are going to/give the so-~called
'market forces' their full play, then you must free up all the
components, not just some of them: if the investor is free to make
the mest he can, then the worker must also be free to make the most
and profits

he can; if prices/are to be free to find their free market values.

then so shouidd wages end selaries be -~ if the system is to be just

and fair to everybody. And this way lies disaster. 5o let us hope

for understanding rather than confrontation. Finally, today is the

start of Selvation Army Week; pleae help if you can; they help the

neediest and most dispossessed in Jemsica, Goodnight i
i



1) IMF Loan Approved
2) Twc Newspaper Viess: A Perspective
3) Mrs., Margaret Thatcher-Mrs., Indira Gandhi

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday .
April 15, 1981, 6.10p.m ’

Good evening: According to this morning's BBC news the Board of
the International Monetary Fund has approved the terms of a loan
of nearly $ééézmillion U.S. to be spread over the next three years,
S0 we are back in business with the I.M.F. and our desperate forei
exchange position should be very greatly eased., We do hgi;know the
details of the terms of the agreement thoughathere is much speculati
comment based on cur past experience with the I.M.F. as well as on
the experienpés of other countries. . \One of the interesting things
we may see, if and when the terms are made public, is just how much
the basic approach of the I4MuF., has in fact been changed or modifiec
by the often bitter campaign,against some of its previous conditions,
That campaign, you may, recall, was one in which the previous
Jamaican governmentvas well as the government of Tenzania played
leading roles, 3, If“that campaign has boriggfruit, we should see some
of that fruit® inm relatively'softer terms - which does not, of course
: capitalist
mean the abandonment of strict fiscal management, The IMF is the /
world's international banker, not the capitalist world's internatione
aid agency; any 8softening'of terms will be in that context. But
getting IMF loans is only one aspect of our economic problem, The
other, and ultimately infinitely more important aspect is how we
use the loans and what we do after we get them, And our two morning
articles

papers of today's date carry two very interesting/gmmsxtkxomxcf on

this latter aspect. There is, in the Daily Gleaner, Dr., Carl Stone's

article entitled: "Moving the Economy"; and, in the Daily News, the



one entitled: "Justified Eurphoria?" - question mark - by the group
who sign themselves 'The Unmuzzled Ox'. I think that between them
these two érticles pﬁ?a; key aspect of our problem, which is likely
to loom very large in the months ahead, into clear perspective. So
please read these articles and then put them up for reference, say,
a year from now., Next, the two politically most powerful women in
the world meet in Delhi, India today. Mrs., Margaret Thatcher, Prime
Minister of Britain, is on a visit to India for ta;ks with Mrs, Indir:
Gandhi about the political problems 6f South East Asia, and indeed
the world, They are likely to talk ahout the Soviet intervention in
Afghanistan, about the United States plan, to supply arms to Pakistan,
about thesThird World,
about developments in the Middle East,/and about relations between
the Western countries led by, the United States on the one hand, and
the East European communist ‘states led by the Soviet Union on the
other, Amd what Mrs. Gendhi s&ays to Mrs. Thatcher on these matters
is bound to have a very.profound bearing on what Mrs, Thatcher in
her turn will say to her Western allies when next they meet, especiaﬂ
Mr. Ronald Reagan's people
on what+ Mrs, Thatcher says to/XkExAmmxizams who appear only to be
beginning to realise that international relations and the conducting
of international relations are much more complicated than the Wild
Wild West notion of the fast-drawing 'good gugs' facing down the
wicked bad guys. To say this is not to suggest that Britain's Iron
Ledy will swallow whatever Indira Gandhi says. Mrs. Thatcher may
disagreg}ggd dispute some Gandhi views hotly. But, like it or not,
those views have to be taken seriously into account ©because of the

enormpus influence on Third World thinking and on Third World action

exercised by Mrs., Indira GhmdHli. So let us hope that Mrs, Thatcher

L oble t&

will learn well enough to;pass on the' tough-minded Gandhi perspective

on world politics to the gentlemap in tpe White House. Goodnight
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1) Brixton Riots
2) White Rhodesian Split
3) Importance of Space Sguttle Columbia

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

April 13, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The Brixton riot of this past weekend has been in
the making for a very long time indeed, and the warnings of its
coming have been there for & long time too. And it is not just a
simple race riotv either, although racial resentment is a major
factor: racism is simply one fackt of economie exclusion or exploit-
ation or both, The hard and simple fact is™that Britéin is in deep
economic trouble and it is always those at Fhe bottom of the ladder
who feel the pressure most., And the pressS§:?§§ Britain right now
are, firstly, unemployment, and sSecomdly the social services, housing
education and the heglth serwvieces. And unemployment hits the young
black Briton hardest of all. ,He is, generally speaking, the last

to be hired and the ¢fimst to be fired, At the best of times he has
great difficulty finding a job; and when he does find a job it is,
more often thanynoty of the casual labourer type. Skilled jobs are
hard to come by beczuse it is terribly difficult to gain entry as

an apprentice, The trade unions take care of their own; and when
there are openings for apprentices in any union shop such openings
go first to the sons of union members., So the union closed shop also
works against the young black Britons who/iieseen and resented as
threatening the jobg prospects of white young Britons. This is an
aspegﬁgof the problem which West Indian and African intellectuals a-d
Ltené t: gloss over because when they were in Britain they did not
themselves g0 through the often devastating experience of being

treated as unwanted competggtion on the British job market, especiall;

at a time of high and rising unemployment. And the young black Brita;,

e i s AT
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unlike his fether end his fathex's generation, is not and does not
see himself as an immigrant: he was born in Britain, he has been
expoaed to a British education, his values are British, So the resent
ment at attempﬁ’to exclude him from what he sees as his birthright
runs deep., There is no way that the Enoch Powells can x& "repatriate
this black Briton from his place of birth; no way that the British
trade union movement can forever ignore or play down his presence
s a legitimate segment of the British working class: no way, that
is, unless they want to experience worse and _uglier repetitions of
the eruption in Brixton this past weekendes, In/the past the British
have shown an extraordinary capacity for absorbing their problems
and turning them into assets, I think they will do sc again - pa
relatively painlessly, if they set about it sensibly; traumatically
if they don't; but solve them they will. The other interesting piece
0f weekend news with rgeial overtones came out of Zimbabwe where
Ian Smith's racist Rhedesian Front party appears to be on the verge
of falling apart, Ayzleading member of the Front has resigned because
he wants to form a.party which will genuinely co-cperate with Robert
Mugabe's gax black government, Implicit in this is the suggestion
that Mr. Ian Smith and company were not really co-operating and were
still hoping forjg?gacle which would restore white-rule., If this

a non-racial
move succeeds it would be good for the concept of/mmitixrasxaxism Xm
Zimbabwe 1in which all people, of whatever race or colour, can live
in peace and equality., This is what Mugabe wants: now it seems growin
numbers of the remaining whites want it too. And finally, the

American space snuttle Dolumbia is now circling the earfh., If it

comes down 2s successfuffkomorrow as it was launched on Sunday mornin

it wii%n%e%g that spaceships will,be able to go into space and come
back to/earth in much the same wa&'as ordinary airplanes. And that
would be a major breakthrough, Goodnight

—



1) Hoskages & the Labour Movement
2) Space Shuttle: problems in Open & Closed Societies
3) African Refugees

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

April 10, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: Every now and then some section of the Jamaican
labour movement behaves as though it is hell-bent on doing itself

as much harm as pdssible, end on providing it enemies with as much
ammuni tion as‘possible with which tc attack it. This week's report
of the holding hostage by unicnised workers of 8 jewellery factory
owner in St., Ann's Bay is the latest case in point, And there is
really no excuse or Jjustification for It. " Even &f the workers were

convinced that the person in question would close down the factory
their their

and leave Ja malca,/holding him ﬁostage : oldi him by force and
W‘(

against his will was notethe way to &o—4$—‘ That is the wa .of utter
lawlessness; that is ¢he waysof thelviolation of the rule of law;

end whoever violates Shewule of law, for whatever reason, undermines
and weakens the, whole concept of the rule of law, A day may well
come when the, trade union movement in Jemaica has only the law and
the concept of the rule of law to protect it from those of its
enemieé who want to see it destroyed; and it woudd be tragic indeed
if its past and present violations of that concept were to be used
against it, There were other and legal ways to ensure that their
right to redundancy pay was protected. I sincerely hope that the
trade unions, through their joint committee will deal firmly and
quickly with this matter so that it is made absolutely clear to their
members that in the Jamaican context there is no need for the taking

of hostages as part of industrial action, and that the unions are

firmly against it., The taking of hostages of any kind is a form of

a4
extreme,aét1on associated with warfare and tyranny, We do not have
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that in Jamaica - not yet: let us hot help bring it/;;n by rash,
irresponsible and unnecessary action, It is not in the workers®
best interest,

the launching of
Next,/the American‘space shuttle, Cohdwuhbia, which was supposed to
be shot into space ten minutes before seven this morning was called
off a little before ten this morning because of technical problems,
A new attempt may be made on Sunday. So, between seven and ten this
morning all of the world's scientific community, most of the world's
news media and many millions of the wordd's people, watched and

<0

listened while the long countdown was delayed amd while U,S. scientis
The (wordd
and technicians tried to fix the thing.,/\¥m.had a2 kind of ringside or
frcnﬁéow seat watching the Americang’ grappling with their difficulties
and finally , after three hours of effort, deciding to postpone, This
is how things are done in anm open society, in the full glare of
publicity which showw up everything, successes failures, setbacks,
disasters, the lot. ¢In,contrast, in a closed society, as is the
Soviet Union, we arewteld only about the successes; the failures and
setbacks and problems are dealt with in secreey and away from the
glare of publieity we had this morning. The differmsmce is that in
open societies people know what is going on while it is going on, war?
and all; in closed societies they only know what their leaders want
them to know, And it does not only apply to science or space events,
Tk " 18 WO udsy Loanmmuadt  Soddao. i Bt ewsee te
And finally, a word on the UN conference on Reéfugees which opened in
Geneva yesterday., The world's refugee population now stands at some
ten million half of whom are African., So black Africa now accounts for
the world's largest single group of refugees, five million, The UN
hopes to razise $1,200-million. The Americans have pledged nearly
$300-million of this, chicken feed compared t¢ the thousands upon

thousends of millions they spend on the space shuttle or arms, but

still more than the Arabs or Europeans or Russians or Africans them-
selves. And charity, they say, should begin at hone. Gocdnight,
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Jamaica-Cuba Relations:,Foreign
Policy Perspective

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
April 8, 1981, 6,10p.m

hardline
Good evening: The apparently continuing/sxpiXsmat against Cuba

adopted by the present Jamaican government is something that we

need to think around rather more carefully than we seem to have

done up to now, And f suggest that the point of departure should

be the standard perception of foreign policy as the tool of the
national interest at the international levelg Ancountry's foreign
policy, the nature and pattern of its relations with other countries,
must be seen in terms of what furthers the» best intersts of that
country, But who determines what arg Phe best interests of a country”
The government, of course, whether it is an elected or an imposed
government, And the thing about €lected governments in parliamentary
democracies is that it is, ‘generally speaking, a rare thing for any
two political perties tojagree on what is in the country's best
interest., So a ‘ehange of government usually means changes or shifts

aspects of
in/its foreign relations, So the change of government in Jamaica has
resudted in a dramatic change in the relations between Jemaica and
in
Cuba, but not/an equally dramatic change in the relations between
under the Seaga government

Jamaica and the Soviet Union. Relations with Cuba/are cool and will
reportedly

remain so. Relations between the Manley Government and Cuba were

previous
very warm indeed, Relations between the/United States Bovernment
, after Andrew Young's defeat,
and the previous Jamalcan government were,lukewarm at best and would

have turned icecold or frigid if the PNP had been returned to power

to deal with the new sdministration in Washington, And, of course,
the new administration in Washington is, if anything, much colder

and more hardline in its attitude to Cuba than was the previous one.
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After all, in terms of the ideological and spheres-~of-influence
conflict of thé superpowers, Cuba is as much 2a bone in the American
throat as a hostile anti-communist Poland would be in the Russian
throat,. So in terms of Jamaican self-interest and in terms of
Jamaica's pressing economic needs, which the policies of the
previous Jamaican government had failed to satisfy, the new shift
of the new government made sense. The way to regain American
confidence and American aid and investment happened to coincide with
the ideological posture of the new Jamaican government, The one big
difference was that the ideological posture of the Jamaica Labour
Party, which has been consistently anti-eommunist over the years,

in previous years

did not/make it hostile to Cuba.imxpxExizusxyzaxsx On the contrary

Jamaica under a previous JLP gdvernment stood up-gﬂiuguba s n&ghﬁ—%o'

M, A reasonaéble @ssumption would have been that
once the Cuban governmentideadt with the Jzmasican government on what
were seen as normal and,acceptable diplomatic terms, relations would
be rebtored to normalw But we seem to be involving ourselves once

of the fence
more, from the other side/this time to be sure, in the ideological
and spheres—df—influence business of the superpowers for which the
PNP was so roundly condemned, One question is: What happens to us
if there is a2 shift in cold war relations? What 1§ there is an
accommodation between Reagan's America and Castro's Cuba? Farfetched?
Is it really anymore farfetched than Cold Warrior anti-communist
8courge-in-chief Richard Nixon's accommodafion with Communist China?
Who can swear thamt American and Cuban self-interests could not come

to such a meeting point five or seven or ten years down the line?

And if they do, where would that leave g stridently anti-Cuban Jameice
The Americemns, like it or not, would dump us for Cuba any day such

an accommodatioh becomes possible. Our foreign pelicy thinking
tmpe this \isbe—ecoomrt. Goodnlght
Tamaleds pex



Latest Developments on Poland

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

April 6, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The latest developments in, and about Poland have
taken an interesting new twist, A weekend Reuter-CANB report out

of Warsaw talks of the end of the Polish crisis and of the so-called
moderates in both the Polish Communist Party and the Solidarity Free
Trade Union having won, The Soviet press, on" the other hand, over
the weekend published strong attacks on Solidargty for fomenting
what they described as counter-revolution, and on the Polish communis
party for allowing this to happen, 'So, from the Western perspective
the 'Polish crisis' has ended; from the Soviet perspective it has
deepened., And this, say observers of the East European scene, is
the main reason why Soviet President Brezhnev is in Czechoslovakia
today for the openingiwf a Communist Party Congress there, It is
expected that Mr, Bregzhnev will use the Czech meeting to once again
warn the Poles wf The consequences of 'counter-revolution' - and
'‘counter-revolution' in this context means breaking free, or attempti
to break free of the Soviet bloc of East European countries, And the
East German and Czech commupist leaders and, to a slightly lesser
extent, the Hungarian communist leaders, all appear to be as deter-
mined as the Soviet leaders to prevent any such counter-revolution,
Other communist states in the region, the Rumanians, the Yugoslavs
and the Bulgarians, have publicly said they want the Poles to be
left alone to sort out their own problems - which is the/gz;i;:g
position of the United States and her Western allies, And these are

indeed what could be described as 'dissident! communist states, The
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Yugoslavs were the first to break free of Soviet paternalism shortly
after the Sepond World War and while Stalin was still alive. And one
gnd get away with it
key reason why Tito could do this/was that Yugoslavia did not border
the Soviet Union., Rumania, which does border the Soviet Ukraine, did,
very much later, dare to persue a relatively independent path of its
own; but it remained very much the orthodox communist state firmly
under the control of the party and with a dominant strongman leader,
So the Soviets allowed it to go its own way as long as it watched
its step, Bulgaria is a relatively faithful satellite despite its
great distance from the Soviet borders and power centres; and little
Albania on thé Adriatic Sea is dismissed.as*the weirdo among the
eommunist states: she is anti-Sovie#, anti-Yugoslave anti-Chinese;
and, of course, anti-West as well, However when, in the 1960s, the
Czechs and the Hungarians and the East Germans tried to shake free
of the tight hold of Soviet Communist orthodoxy, their efforts were
brutally suppressed.( The Hungarians in particular suffered heavy
losses because Ameriean propaganda had led them to believe that their
uprising would be baecked up by Western military help: that help did
not come. They,Poles have learnt from all these other efforts, most
of which failed; and they have tried to walk a tight rope which Wester
propaganda has made almost impossible. And because of Poland's crtitic
geopolitical location for the Warsaw Pact Powers the Russians and
East Germans and Czechs may well decide to move in and nullify the
victory of the so-called moderates - if there was in fact such a
victory. In historical terms we are witnessing just one more variatio
of the ongoing process of change in which a dominant force, often of

monolithic proportions, as was Catholic Christendom before the

it is qvert
Reformation, is tested and challenged and challened again un ff?}éﬂg%e

: 1 x-d\ogs ‘EMBV ik L )
is ch%%§$}hﬁﬁ§s is th constght whi%h our pro or anti communist babble
at es obscures. Goodnight.

=



1l) Basic Food Price Increases
2) 'Sleeping' Policemen
3) U.S. Handgun Killings

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadecast on Friday
April 3, 1981, 6,10¢.m

Good evening: This has turmed out to be?depressing Qeek for most
Jamaicans., Wednesday evening's Dbus-train collision near May Pen,
in which 11 people are reported to have died, was tragic enough
bitter some
without that added/twist of/passing motorists refusing to stop to
take up the wounded because they did not wants%te have their preecious
cars bloodied up., It brought back very sharply to my mind a commentar
I did some years ago, during the Lentem season I thimk, about a
man being knocked down by a car on a California highway. The man
got up and another car in the dong'line of fast-flowing traffic
knocked him down again, Ag2in he got up, and again he was knocked
down., As I recall it th@®s héppened three or four times, and when
finally
the man/could notgeget upyagain the traffic just flowed over him.
I remember at the, time saying that sort of think could not happen
here, and I“remember being rather proud of our Jamaican sense of
compassiong®e Iamaxsam humanity. But all that was before the Orange
Street fire, and Kingston burnihgg, and the Eventide fire, and our
terrible party political electoral bloodletting., What happened at
the Parnassus Ceossing on Wednesday night was not the same thing
as one California motorist after another kmocking down a man and
just keeping on going; but the spectat%ie of Jamaican motorists

leaving the bleeding and the dying oy the road in order not to

bloody up their cars, was not all that far removed: our compassion

and concern for human life, for each other's humanity» @ppears to

have been sadly blunted., Is thisthe kind of progress we want?
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As far as minimising such tragic accidents in future, the Prime
Minister yesterday promised legislative moves to make railway
crossings safer, and made specific mention of ridges or sleeping
policemen, wherever possible., The putting down of sleeping policmen,
preferably a series of three or four at the approaches to every
railway level crossing, could be undertaken immediately and at minimal
cost. So let this be a first and immediate move while other plans
are worked out. The other matter that is certain to depress the
poorer sections of the Jemaican community in particuler was yesterdays
announcement of price increases on a number ‘of basic food items,
Among the seven items whose prices go upefrom today, counter flour
goes up by nine cents a pound, rice by l6c a pound, chicken necks
and backs by 18c and chiacken meat which has become the national
Sunday Jjoint for most, goes upy\by 30¢ a pound. And still, after the
increase, chicken/ﬁii; widl still be the most economic meat buy in
Jamaica today., Nobodyhlikesyprice$ increases; we would all prefer
for prices to either, ge down or else remain where they are; but there
is no way we can haye this in today's world., Prices; especially
the prices ofimported food, are going up everywhere, and we have to
pay the increased prices one way or the other, if we want the goods;
and, 1in the caee of chicken meat, if we want to continue to have =a
broiler industry. And, inevitably, the poor will feel it most, Making
ends meet on $40 or $60 a week is going to mean grief; surviving on
be undisguised
less, or being unemployed, is going to/rEgukrExaxmirazi® misery., So
fhe days ahead do not look rosy and playing politiecs with aur hard
problems can only make things worse. And finally, a correction on
the American love affair with the handgun. The number of Americans

killed by handguns over the past ten years was 210,000, not 110,000,

And projections are that 32,000 will be so killed this year Goodnight

]
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Of Guns & World Leadership

NEWS COMMENTSRY |
For broadcgst on Wednesday

Aprijd, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The attempt on the life of American President Ronald
Reagan, a little over two months after he became President, has

sent shockwaves thpough the political centres of the Weetern Europ-
ean countries in particular., There is great relief everywhere that
the President was not killed; but there is also the disturbing
knowledge that his survival was an accident, @ lucky accident, The
bullet which lodgépin Press Secretary JameS Brady's brain could as
easily have lodged in the President's;  and then the whole course

of world events could Pave been thrown into confusion and, perhaps,
even turmoilo/inﬁﬁfﬁg;ica iS\fot just America; it is also the
leader of the Western aldiancey the leader of the NATO powers, the
military shield of Western Burope, the one power that can confront
the Soviet Union dm, terms of relative equality at both the military
and politicel leveds. ©So what happens to America's leader is not
just an Ameriecan affair, and has indeed long ceased to be just an
Americen affair. This is so, whether you approve of it or not,
whether you like it or not. And so this attempt on the life of the
American President has had the effect of making many Europeans realise

, and perhaps more sharply than before,
once again/just how vulnerable they can be made by some apparently

purely domestic_American matter such as th revalence of ns in
NSRS i oA e R 7 S5 S 1

3 e ek
private hands &n the United Statest And s0, for the first time To
my knowledge, some European comment this week has suggested some

sort of European participation in the renewed debate on gun control

which was triggered by the attempt on Mr. Reagan's life. And the
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European view, generally speaking, appears to be as strongly in
favour of gun control as the general American view appears to be
against it. The Europeans tend to be less emotional than the Americar
who favour gun control. They do not invest the gun with special
qualities of evil., It is a tool, like a knife or a club or a mache te.
And it is used by man; it does not use man, This is essentially what
the upholders of the right to carry a gun say. But then there is
the further point of the availability of the tool. If one person
wants to do physical harm to another and the only available tool is
a stone or club, or, in domestic guarrels,.2 frying pan or a kitchen
chair, then the tool nearest?hand will _be used. In European politics
people sometimes vent their feelingsmon,political leaders by throwing
bottles and stones and rotten eggs amd rotten onions at them. Some-
times the feelings they wish %o vent are too strong for these and
they wish for a gun: butithe gedting of a gun is so difficult that

end up "
most of them/abandon the effort. And so the chances of the French
President or the German Chancellor or the British Prime Minister, or
indeed, even the Sewiet President, being shot at as Mr. Reagan was
this week, are that much more unlikely, The gun, as a tool, is so
much easier to get in America than it is in Europe. And so you have
in the UNited States with its 220-odd-million people something of
the order of 55-million guns of one sort or another in private hands,
Britain, France, Italy and West Germany whose combined population 0#
some 227-odd-million is greater than that of the U.S. do not have a
fraction of that number of guns in private hands. And so it is safer
to be a European political leader than an America" one because the

, the hand-gun,

killer-tool/is more difficult to get. I do not think that is the whol«
story but many Europeans think it is a key part and they want to

have a say about it because their own interests are at stake,

Goodnight



BEric Williams

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
Mazrch 30, 1981, 6,10p.m

' Dy
Good evening: The dedhh ofLEric Williams, Prime Minister of Trinidad

and Tobago, in Port-of-Spain last night, will be ‘mourned in many
places other than the West Indies, and among many people other than
West Indians, He will, for instance, be deeply mourned by that
generation of mainly black Americans who came under his influence
during the years of his professorship at Howard University in
Washington D.C., And he will be mommned by black American intellectué%
y

who never knew him personally but whose outlock and ways of thinking

were powerfully influenced by hissmasterwork, Capitalism and Slavery,

which was first published in“ 1944 when he was still teaching soc$al
and political science at Howard University. For many blacks, both

in the United States @nd elsewhere, his scholarly revelation that
colour was little_more than en accidental convenience in the business
of saweeyy came as something of a jolt, If they were not enslaved
because they were black, then why were they enslaved? The answers

provided by Capitalism and Slavery had the psychologically liberat-

ing quality associated with the truly creative. Consider this from
his concluding section, and now I quote: "The political and moral
ideas of the age are to be examined in the very closest relation to
the economic development, Politics and morals in the &bstract make
no sense, We find lthe British statesmen and publicists defending
slavery today, abusing slavery tomorrow, defending slavery the day

efter, Today they are imperialist, the next day anti-imperialist,

and equally pro-imperialist a generation after. And always with the

same vehemence, The defence or attack is always @n the high moral or



political plane. The thing defended or attacked is always something
and
that you can touch/mx see, to be measured in pounds sterling or

pounds avoifdupois, in dollars and cents, yards, feet and inches,"
In other words straight economic self-interest was always dressed-up
in highminded moral or political tones., And "the ideas built on

these interests," says Eric Williams, "continue long after the
old
interests have been destroyed and work their/mischief, which is

all the more mischievous because the interests to which they corres-
ponded no longer exist....We have to guard ne?t only against these

old prejudiees but also against the new which“are being constantly
nearly
created, No age is exempt." So wrote Erie Williams/mwax Aforty

years ago. And this has been part of /Mhe social and political

cultural baggage carried by most Third World political and intellectus
as personal knowldfedge s
leaders into their struggless Izknow,/for instance, that people like

Padmore, Nkrumah, Nigeria%s Azikiwe, Kenyatta and the younger Nyerere
this
were all influenced by/%kxz mesterwork of Eric Williams. And the
in turn
people whose lives \and thoughts they/helped shape will mourn Eric

Williams ae a great Third World thinker; not as the ageing Trinidad
in the view of some West Indians
father-figure whose political dominance/had become something of brakc

What comes after Eric Williams will tell us whether this is in fact

so or whether the long period of pause under him was consolidation
relatively smooth

and preparatation for a/new take-off. My own personal memory of

; Jjoined
Eric Williams gees back to one evening in 1955 when I/wemx a vast
and silent throng at the University of Woodford Square and listened
to '"De Doc' as he delivered one of his famous lectures in his flat
unemotional
exgtigraizxs® voice. He seemed a very lonely and alone little man,

aloof and self-contained, in spite of the vast throng about #t, I

moM more 2
think historyif&&i judge him/kindly than most other West Indian

legders, The Third World certainly will, Goodnight



The CraBbB Programme, Benefit Politics,
& the Very Poor

NEWS COMMENTARY
For booadcast on Friday
March 27, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: Will the Crash Programme, when it comes back, be g

more 'productive' than it was under the previous government? Will

it be less of a political pork—barrel progremme than it was under
the PNP? Will it be more equitable than it was under the PNP?

I think the easiest of these questions tc answer &s the first one,ia
The new Minister of Locasl Government has made Jhis position clear: |
pedple either produce or they lose the works 'and once this is ma
clear to people they tend to want to get onm with the job; it is
only when people feel they can getraway with something that the
'*try am® thing'. So thef CraBh/ Pregramme should be more produf
under the JLP than it was, under, the PNP - to the benefit of i
society as well as to #he bemnefit of the between 11,000 and l%zﬁ
people who will get,work,, Will it be less of a political por;_
programme? I havedoubts in my own mind because there are SOui
real and somé\very precticel problems to face here, We are fe
with a problem of massive unemploymeht: there are just notf;
jobs to go around, not even for the most willing workers,
PNf started this progremme back in 1974 it was, they said,'#ﬂi
to correct the imbalance of years of unemployment by PNP b.ﬁ;

under an earlier JLP regime; once this historic imball ée;
N

only i
JLP supporters received/token employment. An® still there
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the programmé will, almost by definition, turn out to be mainly
for JLP supporters, with PNP Xypm=x supporters receiving only token
employment. Dress it up in any fancy language you like but these
are the harsh facts of our system of benefit politics in a context
of high unemployment. The brute fzct is thet even if the JLP
were to give all the available Crash Programme Jjobs to JLP supporters
only, there would still not be enough such jobs available to s&disfy
the demands and the needs of all JLP supporters., And, like it or
not, the PNP took care of its own when it was in power., Why should
now it is
not the JLP do the same/whEmxitxwzx in power? So what is equity in
such a context? And please note that it is the poorest people, those
lowest down on the economic ladder, who begr the heaviest brunt of
this situation whenever political (power shifts from one party to the
other, When on”set comes in .and the‘other set goes out it is usually
. of the losing side
the ghettl supporters/ who suffer most, Life terilds to go on pretty
much as before for the middle and upper class and moneyed supporters
of the losing party. Businessmen and professionals rsrely lose their
means of survivel'when their party loses power; indeed, some even
flourish. No%t,so the ghetto poor for whom a Crashie job, or the help
disaster
of a Councillor or MP, can meke the difference between/Iur¥i¥xx and
survival, Party polities and the struggle for political power are
often turned inté mortal combat at this level, as we saw so clearly
in that terrible twelve-month run-up to last October's elections,

one set of
+111 it always be so? Will it always be/PNP or JLP poor against the

relativel{ few
other for the/available Crash Programme jobs and other scarce benefits:

Or san we create enough jobs in sufficient time to at least diéfuse
COntinuing to deal in“spirit
what is fast becoming an explosive situation?iikaxigg partisan ﬁblitica

: and difficult
with the hard/problem,of unemployment and thé ghetto poor is dangerous.

Our greatest and most urgent need here, it seems to me, is for

some non-partisan mechanism - along the lines of the Electoral



1) Zimbabwe's Develcopment Loan

2) New Crisis in Poland

3) U.S, 'Crimis Menagement'! Cttee
4) A Note on the Local Media

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

March 25, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good eveming: Zimbabwe's search for $1,800-million U.S. in develop-
ment loan money appears to be very successful., Reports out of Salis-
bury after the first two days of the five-day conference of donor
countries tell of pledges already made amounting to scme 31,200-millig
S0, all things being equal, Zimbabwe should faise the taréet amoun t

to carry out Mr. Robert Mugabe's threesyeer/ plan for land aequimition,
reorgenisation and development, There had bteen doubts, both inside
the Mugabe government and eamong outside observers, about the raising f
of the full amount. The Mugabemgovernment had charged the British |
government in particular with, geing back on its promise of massive
aid; and their was uncertainty about the attitude of the new Regagan
administration in Weshington, Indeed, only a few days ago a BBC
correspondent a#, the United Nations quoted Mrs. Jean Kirkpatrick,
Wasgington's new U.N. respresentative as saying about Mugsbe:
"What, give aidwto that Marxist? Not a penny!" But now Britein

and the United States have turned out to be the two biggest contrib-

utors to that massive aid package, with pledges amounting to nearly
half the amountgg® in the first two days. The rest is made up of
pledges from the other Westerm countries. There were no pledges
of aid from the communist bloc of countries in the first two days,
expected |
80 there is & bit of a suprise here for those who =zawx/xsmiez to see
the Reagan Africa policy in terms of either or: either being for |
black Africa and against racist South Africa, or for racist South

Africa and against black Africa. Things look like being a deal mor
: e



2

fluid and pragmatic than that. The Reagan Africa policy will give
comfort toc racist South Africa, financial aid to Zimbabwe with a
self-confessed Marxist Prime Minister, arms and other covert assist
ance to Jonas Savimbi's Southzrm African—bacf)éuerillas fighting the
Marxist Angolen government, And if there is any linking thread to
be found in these apparently diverse strands of policy it is in the
anti-Soviet theme. Angols is Soviet-backed and Cuban-backed: Mugabe
never was; his wartime guerilla support came mainly from China which
is now America's great ally. The real point is of course that America’
s Africa policy must serve America's interests® and will change with
the changing needs of those interests. In the United States itself
the announcement today of Vice President Bush as chairman of the
'Crisis Menagement Committee' has(again raised the question, so
dominant in the Carter Presidencyy o0f who is to manage foreign policy
the State Department or d#he White House, the Secretary of State or
someone in the White House?WMr. Alexander Haig is reportedly not
happy with leerning,abou® this by way of the new media, And so to a
word on the loegl'media front where the tendency toward journalistic
cannibalism againstjSealy warned many years ago has taken an ugly
turn with rightwing journalists celebrating the silencing of their
leftwing colleagues and going even further by calling for the silenc-
ing of others of whose views they disapprove. This, all intellectual
pretensions notwithstanéfbis hatche t-man journalisme The sneering and
jeering end intellectually dressed-up nastiness which passes for
commentary is not my cup of tea, but I have no particuler quarrel
with it. After all, that may be all some people can do., However,

Just as I have nothing but contempt for racists of any kind, so have

I nothipg but contempt for hatchetmen ©f any kind, be they political,

economic or journalistic ha%$chet men. Goodnight



1) Impact Programme Lay-offs
2) Illicit Imports& Unemployment

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

March 23, 1981, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: The start of this week sees a sharp and dramatic
increase in the ranks of our unemployed. The suspension of the
Special Employment - or Impact - Programme will, accordin;;the
Deily Newsw, put some 10,750 people out of work., And that, by any
measure, 1is a terrible lick at one time: it increases the ranks of
the unemployed by/giiiiiﬁxﬁ 11,000 in one fell swoop. The one ray
of a kind of hope deferred is that the suspension is temporary and
that the Programme is expected to returniafter review and overhaul,
In the meantime this week sees the addition of over 10,000 more to
burgeoning ranks of those without any visible and legal means of
support, And these latest unemployed are, generally speaking, not
the kind of people who are likely to have anything to fall back on;
they are not the kind, of people whé have saviénggs on which to live
until something else. comes along - you cannot save on $40 a week
in today's JamaicaXxxXEXEXRXEEXXEXIEE.And there is no unemployment
assistance from either the state or the unions to fall back on. So
these people will have to Jjoin the ranks of those who hustle oo

do hi%lefzing of one kind or another in order to survive, And, @f
SYEERy in terms of the cold statistical facts of unemployment, if
and when the Impact Programme does return in a cleaned-up and stream-
lined and more productive form, the nearly 11,000 'jobs which weee

lost this week may, of course be restored. But they will not

necessarily be restored to the seme workers who lost them. Indeed,

the cold and realistic facts of Jeamaican political life, the reality

of 'venefit politics' suggest that very few of those same workers



would get back +the jobs they have lost, even where they have been
reasonably productive, The new controllers of our local government
structure have their own armies of unemployed supporters to take
care of: the rewardg of victory is the trahsferring of 'benefits!'
from the ranks of the defeated to the ranks of the new victors. So,
as far as the just-laid-off Impact workers are concerned, this looks
like being the start of their season in the wilderness, And even if
they turn gnd try to climb on the new bandwagon, there are only under
11,000 such Jjobs: nowhere near enough to go around for all would-be
Impact workers, So the more enterprising will“join the ranks ofthe
higglers or the hustlers., And those who succeed will make the trip
or elsewhere
to Panama/and come back with what people need and will buy: and the
'second' or alternative economy of ‘the 'bend down plazas' will
continue and perhaps even flourish, especially if and where they
competitive or
can offer their goods at prices which are/better than those in the
'tlegitimate' shops and plazas, This is a way people under economic
pressure have traditionally tried to survive almost everywhere in
Those, with
the world./fheyxmaxzxx& no other means of livelihood have taken the
notion of the market and the bazaar - among the most ancient pillars
of the competitive free market system - onto the sidewalks, The socie%
and the 'first' economy cannot provide them with a livelihood; in-
stead of either giving up in depair or turning to crime, they have
fashioned their'second'econod}iﬁi g the first., In some ways this is
as revolutionary as anything that has happened in Jamaica over the
past devade. And I think one of the most interesting challenges

facing the new government and the newly resurgent private sector

is whether they can come to terms with this new phenomenon., It is,

essentially a byproduct of massive unemployment and shortages and
the will to survive in some dignity. To just try and suppress it
could be explesiee, Goodnight



Political Realism:
Management on whose behalf?

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Friday
March 20, 1981, 6,10p.m
Good evening: The government's decision to print something over
$300-million in unbacked money to bridge the gap between the income
and spending sides of the 1989-81 Budget has provoked some intereste
ing,xaaztxang and mixed, reactions, The Private Sector Organisation
is not happy about the degision because of the inflationary pressures
that this kind of financing can let loose in the society., Some
political elements were quick to reming;of the JLP's opposition
to this kind of financing before it beeame the government. The JLP,
in opposition, described this kimd ©f financing, this printing of
money without 'backative' as "monkey money", And if it was'monkey
money' when the PNP did,it, then it remains 'monkey money'/gﬁzn that
the JLP does it. Oneqguestion for me here is: How do we get out of
very bad habit therefore
this/kmsimzss of belittling each other and/smxzeXxms all of Jamaica
and all Jemaicanswfor the sake of scoring some political point?
Calling Jemaican money 'monkey money' is belittling; talking about
contempt and
a 'monkey country printing monkey money' is an extreme level of/
self-contempt. Almost all countries in the world have, at one time
or another, gone in for deficit f8nancing., The great United States
has such vast amounts of unbacked U.S-dollars floating about the
world that the entire world economy would collapse if all who hold
these greenbacks were to demand backative for them. And yet Americans

and particularly American politicians do not talk about their money

as monkey money, Only we,s® or some of us, seem to have this compul-

sive urge to degrade ourselves: and one Side of the political fence

begins it the other side follows through. When will it end?
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On the question of substance I think there was nothing else the
government could do/xiﬁx;ie circumstances but resort to the printing
of that $300-million., Not to print that money would mean either cuttig
government spending by that amount or else raising new taxes by that
Or ix of both.
amount,/ 'Where would the cuts be made? In health, which is already
in 2 mess? In Education, which needs more, not less, spending? In
government employment, thus pushing the level of the unemployed to
a2 point where it is greater than the level of the employed? Or if
that $300-plus million is to be raised by additional taxation, what
new taxes? Who would have to carry the additional burden? The poor
because it is indirect or the rich becauwse it is direct and above a
certain level? These are very hard questions, even for a government
with a massive mandate,if that government represents a poor country.
This &s one reason why the Seaga government cannot go in for the
same type of massive spending cuts which the Reagan Administration
is now making in the United States, When we talk of seven or eight
million or even ten million unemployed in the United States it is in
a context of a population of over 220-million people, with a labour
force approaching one hundred million; so the unemployed are less
than 10%, and even &fter the Reagan cuts they will receive better
unemployent benefits than most of our employed workers get. It is a
completely different ball-game and the peopfgz;ho want the Reagan-type
cutting management must remeikber that a very affluent society gave
Reagan a mandate to cut, whereas a poor society with massive
unemployment and grievous social problems gave Seaga a mandate to

make things better, The American majority, and the Jamaican majority

are not the same majorities., The only thing they have in common is

19 1V
that th?ycall the political shots. S0, under the prese;zf our govern-

nént of whatever party, must manage on hehalf our amx mdjority or
lose its mandate. That, like it or not, is our reality. Goodnight.



Economic Progress, Price Controls
& Social Responsibility

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
March 18, 1981, 6.10p.m
Good evening: Should price controls be taken off the basic
commodities which are now controlled? On this morning's Roadbeat
programme the answer was 'no'; and it was & rare case of a unanimous
'no', The so-called 'man in the street', the average citizen with
an average weekly income of between $60 and $100 on which to sustain
A home and family does not want to see prices€ontrols lifted. And
yet there are those who sa& that if price controlsygig lifted and
the 'fxE&x market system' were given free rein prices would'come down.
I think that if the so-called average citizen really believed that
he or she would have a better break as a consumer if there were no
controls the business community,would not even have to press for
the lifting of controls: the eitizens would insist on it out of
self-interest, And what applies to basic items would apply to
everything else, rentals and all. So it would seem that the average
Jamaican consumer, at least, does not accept the proposition that
an unregulatedicompetitve 'market system' would serve his or her
interest best, Indeed, the advocates of the unrestritted free
market system seem to forget that it was #Z previous JLP governments
which pioneered the business of subsidies and price controls in
order to cushion the impact of the market system on the very poor
of the society. I still recall Mr. Robert Lightbourne's description
regulate
of the need to/prmtmex the prices of 4 "all those things in common
daily use", And I think it was the JLP, too, which made a beginning
in the business of providing housew®s for poor people; I recall Mr.

Wilton Hidl's vigorous efforts to collect rents Sl ga T RhEReE

piece of the Budzget in order to build more houses for the poor.
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as socialist
So it is misleading, if not downright dishonest, +to label/price

controls and other regmlations designed to protect the interests of
the poor and then to denounce them., Indeed, I think some JLP
supporters do that party a dissertYee by making it appear that
only the wicked socialists are interested in protecting the poor,
and in fairer forms of distributiom, and in a2 measure of equity
as between the competing intereets in the society. To be sure
there are people who would like to see the JLP as the straight
capitalist party looking only after the interests of investors and th
moneyed-class and the so-called producers~{as though the workers do
of righ¥ist ideologues
no producing). But I think these are a.minority/in the ranks of or
hanging?gzothe coat-tails of the J&P; They are the other side of
the coing of the leftist ideologues“whose equally strident pressure
helped to bring
finally/Xxamghx the PNP to grief last October. The JLP will certainly
suffer a similar fate as),the PNP, but perhaps more quickly, if it
heeds the calls of those who want it to play a kind of three-—card
game with the poor ‘of this lan%i— At oge time or another, the poor
of this country have electedo;; rejected both JLP and PNP alike, And
I do not think they have done it on the basis of ideology or notions
of particular systems, I think they have done it on the basis of
what they have seen happening to them”and their loved ones as they
go about their daily lives. And this has to do with the price of
and the utilities
food and rent/and whether a person earns enough to pay for these
and have a little extra over for a little pleasure, So the creating
of jobs is more important to most than is the colour of Mr. Reagan's
hair or Dr. Castro's beard, It has to do with a sense of belonging,

and of feeling safe and sequre in your home, if you have one‘or

walking the streets. It has to SSh?%$ néelf—respecto Attracting

investors is certainly importsnt to/this. Jamaican voters have shown

they know that; they also know their own interests and will insist
on %hesea All ideolggues pPlease note carefully. Goodnightl 4



A Dismal GATT Report & Its Implications
For Third World Economies

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcest on Monday

Merch 16, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The secretariat of the General Agreement on Teriffs
end Trade, GATT, this past weekend issued a very gloomy report on
the state of the world economy. The GATT economists said that last
year was wax the worst year experienced by the world economy since
1975, and that for this year so far world tr#gde is running even
below last year's dismal average. And there’is, so far, no sign
of any revival in world trade. And ag 1% goes in the rest of the
great wide world so, almost inevitably, will it go with us and with
other Third World countries who.are dependent on the economic fortune:
of the particular big power 4n whose shadow the they live and
function, All we have to do is look at tourism for an example., If
the North American and Canadian economies are booming, and &f the
American and Canadian.people have a lot of money to spend because of
booming conditiomns, then many of them will want to take their holi-
days abroad amdfour tourist business is bound to benefit, always
provided we offera reasonably good and competitively priced product.
If, on the othep hand, there is an economic downturn in thoée two
countries, if there are largégcale lay-offs and the future loeks
uncertain, people will be much more hesitant about taking holidays
abroad; and even those still in jobs and with savings will want to
keep what they have 1in case bad times hit them. And so, through

no fault of our own our tourism could suffer because the world
economy is in & bad state. And what applies to the North Americans

and Canadians applies equally to the British, the West Germans and
/

f



1) The U.,N. Blacklist on South Africa
2) Reagan People think again on E1 Salvador
3) The Dengers of Arming the Third World

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
Merch 13, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Yesterday's news out of U,N. headquarters in New
York that the United Nations Committee Against Apartheid is planning
to publish a list of the names of sporting figures who have visited
or who maintain sporfing links with South Africe was, for me at
least, disturbing. I do not like 'blacklists'sef any kind; I do
not like the idea of 'enemy' lists such &8 Mr, Richard Nixon's
White House reportedly kept; I do not Adike,'hit' lists of any kind,
Black lists, enemy lists, hit lists, /the banning of books, the
suppression or senitising of information, the attempts at quarantin-
ing unpopular ideas, all these are jpogyalitarian notions,; anti-demécrat
ic notions. The South Afriean racists have blacklists, and ban
ideas and books and try to lock up ideas by locking up men, The hard
question is whether those of us who fight against this social,
political and moral evil are justified in using the same methods as
the South African racists, It is the age—old question of whether
all means Justify the ends. And what makes it so difficult and
an arm of the

disturbing for me is that it is/mEXxssmsxthimg United Nations which
is proposing to issue this black list of individuals, This is a
different matter from a group of South Africans such as those of
the Souzﬁ Africaﬁ Non-Racial Olympic Committee issuing such a list,

e

or for/%kax U.N. agency to advise gmember countries of the existence

of such a list and even urging them to act on it, For the United
Nations to itself issue a blacklist targeting individuslS 1S indeed

worrying. Another worrying matter on the international scene, out of
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other countries. If the world economy does not expand, if jobs

\J?-I.,Q, Wf;

andgincomesLéhrink, people have less money to spend agd so fewer
r ; will
people travel abroad for pleasure, and income from tourism/reflecqé

N~

the decline in the world economy. The struggle for survival within

the tourist businessLPecomep fiercel both between one operator and

another and one tourism destination and another. So that revelation

from the GATT economists in Geneva is as important to us as the job
and is most to

of every Jeamaican now employed in tourism here;xas/important as/our

Bdtional effort to earn our way out of our foreign exchange problems,

And this is of course how it is for every/other Caribbean or Third

World country which depends heavily on tourism. And when you have

this kind of worldwide economic decdine, you also have declining

production; manufactures are . down; ' food production dge down, So

¥xX workers are laid off and "‘priees go up. In Britain unemployment

is now moving toward the two-and-a-half-million mark, and the

immigrants and the children of the imkigrants are the first to feel

the pinch of the,mass wunemployment. So how do we of the Third World

cope with a problem which is givingghe richer and stronger ecoﬁ@ies

of the capitalist West as well the controlled economies of the

communist East such a hard time? One natural impulse seems to be

for the satellites of the one side or the other to want to tuck up

as ¢lose to its economic godfather as possible, almost to the point

offering to
of/surrenderimg sovereignty in exchange for bread. But what if the
godfathers themselves cannot provide all the needed bread? What if all

L o N)""“'U&
they,are prepared to do is to use and exploit the Third WorldLln

order to try and ease their own hard problems? Where do we turn then?

To whom do we turn then?
Goodnight



Washing®on this time, was this week's revelation of the massive
scale on which the United States is planning to supply arms to Third
World countries under the just announced Reagan Budget., The American
government will spend $6,800-million on arms aid to Third World
countries. An Interpress Service report says that this sum is at
least $1,000-million more than the U.S. will spend on all its other
forms of #2d - on its bilateral and multilateral economic assistance
programme., And this of course means that almost any Third World
country, and especially countries which are c¢énsidered to be of
strategic importance to U.S. interests, will find it much easier
to get soft loans, or indeed outright grents or gifts, in the form
of military hardware - guns planes bombs rand other means of death
and destruction - than to get Jdean assistance to buy food and
fertilseter. Even our own Easterm Caribbean countries are now into
the military aid business to, the tune of over $25-million-US ,
reportedly because it is now seen as America's 'front yard'., Strife
torn E1 Salvador will receive the lion's share of U.S. military aid
for this regien with some $66-million worth of military aid. The
Middle East,
Africans, the Asieéns,/everybody considered of strategic of military
value to the U.3. will be armed to the teeth. The hope is that all
prevent or defeat
this arming will strengthen friends and so/external communist assault
or internal 'leftist' uprisings as in El Salvador, or two years ago,
in GPfendda. One of the problems with this hope, as we have seen in
in Indochina and more recently in Iran, is that all this mass of arms

may not in fact be used for the intended purpose. It was, for instance

mainly, American arms that were used in the Iranian revolution; and

Viddnam is now one of best armed countries because the Americans
left so much of their hardware behind. In the long run, especially

for the hun r¥ of the world, food might turn out a much better weapon
than guns. But where is the food? Goodnight



What Future For Nurse Parchment?

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

March 11, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: Tomorrow marks the latest deadline set by the

Nurses Assceiation of Jamaica for the Minister of Health to make
what they deseribe as a "final and flavourable decision" on their
demand that enrolled assisgant nurse Mze Parchment be transferred
from the Cornwall Regional Hospital in Montegoe Bay., The Nurses
Association warned that the Minister would“have to take full
responsibility for any action which may restult from his failure

to respond 'appropriately'. And the words 'favourable' and
'‘appropriately' in this case means doing what the Nurses Association
demands, So the registered nurses have in effect given the Minister
of Health an ultimatum:"Remove Nurse Parchment or else face so far
unspeecified action from us." And the deadline is tomorrow, March
12, I think most efus are familiar with the background of this

sad and sorry affair in which an enrolled assistant nurse was accused
of assaulting & registered nurse, There was an investigation within
the institution; the accusation against the enrolled nurse was
confirmed; the enrolled nurse was duly punished, But then, when the
enrolled assistant nurse, who alsc happened to be the trade union
delegate for all the NWU-represented enrolled ggsidgr# nurses at
the instatution,returned to work after the period of punishment,

the registered nurses refused to work unless she was transferred,
The unionised enrclled nurses backed their cclleague and the impasse

with which most of us are now familiar came into being. So, what

heppens next? First there is the hard problem of justice 2nd equity.
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Mrs. Parchment has already been punished for what she has done, The
authorities at the Cornwall Regional Hospital apparently did not
consider trénsferring her a necessary part of the punishment at the
S0 what we have now
time when they handed down the punishment./ Xk is a bit like a group
aggrieved
of/agxxxx&® citizens who are not satisfied with a verdict handed
down by a court trying to force the judge into imposing harsher
would
penglities., Under the rule of law such people /xikkk find themselves
in trouble with the Jjudge and his court. But leave this aspect
aside for the moment and we face another ques#ion: What happens to
Mrs, Parchment were the Minister of Health to give in to the demand
of the Nurses Association? Mrs., Parchment is now a !'targeted"
figure. The eniire NAJ is up in arms against her. If she is transfer-
red to another hospital what is _to,prevent the registered nurses at
that hospitallfo refuéégto worki.with her? And if what has happened
upt to now is anything to ‘go by, then that might sexy well be the
ke
case. And so we come to the/ guestion: Has the Nurse Parchment
affair now reached & point where, willy-nilly, she is being driven
out of the nursing profession? Please don't get me wrong. I am not
or suggesting

saying/that this/is mxmxzsxaxxXx the intention. All I am saying is
that this is one direction in which the inner logic of the situation
points, And the only counter direction to that would be an absolutely
firm prior commitment to Mrs., Rarchment's right to continue to
function as a nurse, subject only to the restraints and conditions
applied to a2ll other nurses in her, category. Anything else would be

'?MQXW-

diseriminatory. So resolving thisLis not easy and isymede more

difficult by tough and inflexible positions on the part of either

also
the union or the NAJ, There/seems to be a need for a meeting of minds

between. the union, the NAJ, and the Ministry on the delicate question

4
ofﬁigtﬁié%ing the relations between the various categories of nurses,
i Goodnight,



lg Moneymen Come & GO
2) Tensions between U.S. & her Allies
3) Law of the Sea Conference

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
March 9, 1981, 6.10p.m

international
Good evening: There has been a great coming znd going of/mameyx

moneymen in recent days; but as very little informetion of substance
has been made public on these comings and goings there is little to
discuss., The Jameica-United Stetes businessmen's committee has met
and talked and dﬂbersed; others have come an@ looked and talked and
gone, A group of don@r countries are reportedly meeting here this
week to work out the deteils of the gid, they will extend to Jeamaica
once there is an agreement between/Jemaica and the International
Monetery Fund. So it would seem that gll this coming and going of
the international money men<is\intimately related with our upcoming
agreement with the I.M.F., and when that agreement is in place we
may then have some of the information of substance for discussion.
And by then, of course, everything, or almost everything, will have
been decfded., The politics of participation is out. But if the
politics
new-style/delivers the goods there will not, I think, be much if
any protest from the Jemaican electorate; certainly not in the short
run, or while things are looking up. The protest and the preocccupatio:
about participation will only come if and when things turn rough or
sour in the months to come., As the defeated PNP should have learned
as far as a/majority of the electorate is coneerned

and inwardly digested by now,/everything is forgiveh those who

succeed and deliver; nothing wk is forgiven those who fail to deliver

So, like it or not, ideology and almost everything else, is subordin-

ate to bringing home the bacon. He who delivers can do no wrong; but

-

heaven help him if he stops tv'deliverwg} fails to delivers T
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or if what he delivers does not measure up to the expectations of

the electoral majorityoz;a;

Among other comings asnd goings, on the international scene this time,
perhaps the most significant is today's arrival in Washington of the
West German Foreign M8nister to brief President Rbnalf Reagan on two
issues on which there are differences of approach by Washington and
Bonn, The U.S. Administration recently let it be known that it
expected its West European allies to take on a_bigger and fairer share
of the cost of the defence of Western Europe. .t hinted that it would
not go on spending more and more :ﬁ;ﬁefence of Europe unless the
an allied

Brropeans also increased spending. Amd it called for £ Rapid Deploy-

quickly sent
ment Force which could be/xxfxm& to thé Persfan Gulf area in case
Middle East oil was threatened, DBritain's Mrs, Thatcher quickly
bacﬁathese proposals and announced increased flefence spending. But
West Germany did not follow suit. Instead, West Germany announced
cuts in its projected milltary spending for the period 1982 to 1984.
And it would not, take part in the estdblishing of any Rapid Deploy-
ment Force; it would, however, provide host support for any such
force operating within its territory. These are most likely the mat%ﬁ
the West German Foreign Minister will discuss with Mr. Reagan, It
would seem that the Americans did not first consult with all their
Eurcpean allies before their public calls, If they had, there would
not have been this apparent setback to Reagan's foreign policy moves /

so early on in the new administration's term. Another way not to

win friends and influence people ig the manner in which theaieagan
terms

y

peog%gpgggg eannounced that they might want to renegotiateéth
of the/Law of the Sea Treaty already agreedgssd on by the
Administretion., The impression given is that the interests of the 1

ar ter

mmerican multinational mining companies must be given preference

over all other interests worldwide, Goodnight 4k



Western Powers to Veto Anti-Apartheid
Economic Sanctions

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
March 6, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: While the storm in the xaXxxkXezy sporting-political
teacup continues to rage over the so-called Jackman Affair, some
setbacks in the
very much more important/maximrs zemmgrmimg anti-Apartheid struggle
look like being oversheddewd, The British Ambassedor to the United
Nations yesterday bluntly told the U.N. General Assembly that the
five Western powers - Britain, the United States, Canada, France and
West Germany - would not support the call, for economic sanctions
against South Africa for having deliberately scgttled the UN conferenéi
on Namibian independence last January. And without saying so outright,
it was made abundantly clear 4o that General Assembly meeting that
the five Western powers wowuld wveto any resolution to impose sanctions
on South Africa: so the everwhelming General Assembly vote will be
brought to nought. And this, like it or not; is in realissic and
against
unemotional terms,a far greater setback to the struggle/South African
racism than anything Mr, Jackman or any other English cridketer has
done., The posture adopted by the five Western powers goes to the
heart of the matter: it prevents hitting the racists where it hurts
most. If the five Wésérn powers were to impose and to seriously
enforce economic sanctions against South Africa, it is doubtful
whether South Africa would be able to hold out for much more than
from twelve to twenty-four months without beginning ﬁ;: dismantle

>

the monstrous edifice of Apartheid., And that kind of economic pressu?l

only
is in fact the/short-term and non-violent possibility for easing

Apertheid without a bloodbath of terrible dimensions ° And only the



Western powers, with their massive investemmnts in South Africa
are able to make economic sanctions bite deep enough to really
willing and
hurt, rather than just irritate. Without the/active participation
of the Western powers economic sanctions would be little more than
a largely symbolic gesture, even if there were no Security Council
veto, Rhodesia showed us that even where the Western powers were
supposedly in compliance sanctions-busfing was not all that hard
when the supposedly complying states were prepared to look the other
way, With these pevwers saying flatly they arew@gainst sanctions there
is no way that sanctions can work, The Africans and indeed the entire
Third World and the entire non-aligned movement cannot hurt South
Africa with sanctions because she doeés /not depend on them for trade,
The seme applies with the communist countries. So this setback 1is
clear and decisive., It i no aecident that this clearcut statement
from the five Western ‘powersycame just a day after President Reagan
declared publicly that,the United States could not and would not
abendon South Afriegs And this of course means that the African
frontline states who have up to now co-operated with the five Western
powers in the attempt to resolve the Mamibien problem by way of
elections can 1ok for more across-—the-~border attecks from a less
isoleted and more emboldened racist South African regime, As part of
'the free democrasgic world'! the South African regime will gg:}more
firmly with its engémies both inside and outside, as in Angoles and
Mozambique and Zimbabwe. Developments in Sputhern Africa are bound
to teke a much more sombre turn. The struggle now lcoks like being

longer, more brutel, more painful, more bloody, for many more people

than if the West had used it enormous €conomic might in South Africa
to pressure it away from Apartheid. In the long perspective of history
I think the West made a pag decision® Goodnight



Ash Wednesday, 1981:
A New Beginning?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
March 4, 1981, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: Tdday, Ashg Wednesday, marks the start of the
forty-day Lenten period during which Christians the world over
traditionally observe as a season of fasting and penance. People
are supposed to give up something. Some give up eating meat; some
give up Smoking; some eat nothing between sunrise and sunset; some
forego drinking.or whichever pleasure they enjoy most, The trouble
is that in much of today's world almost every day is a day of enforcec
fasting for a majority of the world's people, be they Christian or
non-Christian, It is a cruel kind of joke to ask a malnourished or
starving person who owns next to nothing to give up anything for
Lent, For at least one third of the human beings on earth today the
season of Lent is with them everyday of the year, And there is a
sizeable number of them right here in our own Jamaica, Thzﬁzgral
as a society,

question is whether we/owe these people anything or whether their
poverty and their misery is their own fault and the society thefe-
fore owes them nothing, no helping hand, no comfort, no sustenance.,
In the Jjungle and according to the léw of the jungle, it is every
man for himself and the devil take the hindmost, This same EssERXXIX
essentially primitive view of society has recently emerged here in
Jamaica as some sort of fresh new thinking, ssggfngily worked-out

Uowoun F
realism about our;social problems,It is in fact a hoary old chestnut

going back to the cavedweller days of our primitive ancestors: it

is in fact the entithesis of the Christian notion of compassion and

of being our brothers' keepers. That notion does not say we must
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care only for the gifted or the privileged or the rich or those of
one kind or class or colour, Where peoples and societies have
departed from this Christian notion of compassion, as Hitler for
just one example did, the results have been disastrous, no matter
how striking the short-term economic miracles they performed. So
it seems to me that we need to be quite clear about the moral aspect
of the drive for economic recovery and rebuilding, The new Government
has just received the same overwhelming mandate at the local level
that it received last October at the national level; and the
contentious and divisive business of electoral politics is now
behind us for at least the next three or four years, provided we do
not upset the socio-political-economic applecart, There is now

the very real possibility for the ' Jamaican society to come to grips
with its very many problemss This is clearly what a majority of

the Jamaican people wants And I, for one, am not any more worried
about the size of the mandate they gave the JLP last October and
them again on Mondey, than I was when they gave the PNP similarly
sweeping mandates in 1976 and 1977, As long as that ultimate

power to choose or to reject remains firmly in the jands of the
Jamaican people, as long as the people can change their minds and
vote out any government, there is little cause for serious worry.

If those who govern abuse their power they will, in due time, be
removed and replaced., And those who govern must be reminded of this,
So the question: Are we going to try for a really fresh beginning
now that ele&bral politics is behind us for the next few years?

Not all the signs so far are encouraging. The talk of equal rights
and justice is still to be matched by deeds, but it is early yet;

care and compassion for the poor and the unemployed is still to be

given practical expression, the riclh alone, the business sector alone

cannot do the job. Above all govt must, for all the pe i 4
ople, G
e Bl b i LMN %@ﬁ? people oodnight



Local Government: Drawbacks of Benefit Politics

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

March 3, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The Polls closed a little over an hour aga and it

is all over bar the counting. Soon we will know whether the local
government electiongagg?i981 have made as clean a political sweep

at the local level as did the October 1980 elections at the national
level, And while we wait for that knowledge we rmight usefull%fat

the kind and quality of service given by the lecal authorities to
the Jamaican people who support these authorities through the taxes
they pay, both directly and indirectlys, 'Is the local government
system giving the ordinary Jamaican taxpayer value for money?

If you look at the Bpending Budget Estimates for the year ending

on 'the 31st of this month, which was presented to Parliament on May
8th of last year, you will see that over $137-million was earmarked
for Recurrent spending by the Local Government Ministry; and j&giﬁr
$42-million was earmarked foe Capital or development spending. And
this gives us a total 1981 Local Government spending Budget of a
little less than 180—milliono. The next thing to note is that the
Ministry of Local Governmen¥ itself took up less than $li-million
for its own genera] administration as well as the training of people
for the local government service: the actual figure is in the region
of $1,320,000, The rest of the money - some one-hundred-and-seventy-
something-million-dollars is disbursed to our Local Government
Authorities to look after the people's business at the local level,

And the main services for which the local authorities are responsible

are: 1) Public healthg 2) Poor relief; 3) Water supplies: 4) Parochial
?
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roads; 5) fire service; 6) market; 7) civic amenities like parks
and public gardens and playfield and the like. So we come back
to the quéstion: Are the local government authorities givBng the
communities they serve value for money? Generally speaking, I
think most Jamaicans will say no, they are not getting value for
money from their local authorities, Few of us are satisified with
our water or public health or sanitation or parochial road services,
and civiiamentties are few and far Vvetween, Such services as we do
are often

get are slipshod and/so bad in the cases of sanitation and road work
that they keep having to be done over andover and over again, as
though the people want to make sure that any particular job never

of money
comes to an end and that they can squeeze the maximum amount/out of

minimum amount of
Xt the/work that they stretch amnd stretch, And the nature of our
politics and the underlying assumptions behind our elections; be
they like today's local elections or last October's national electio
all contribute to this sorry state of effairs. This is the endless
price the Jamaican taxpayers pay for henchmen politics or contract
politics or pork-barrel politics in which each winning side has to
spend more and more taxpayers money to buy or appease or pay off
structure
those who have voted for them, Our local government/mystsm has
over the years produced some outstanding public servants, but they
sre and they will remain hobbled by the system of henchmen and
benefit politics until the society decides to purge itself of that
system, Till that happens the Jamaican taxpayer is not likely to
or her

get full value for his/tax dollar out of the local government system

How this is to be done or can be done, is the hard problem, There

has been much talk about local government reform, usually by the par

out of power: once in power the advantages appear too tempting,
Will this again be the case after today? Goodnight,



Protecting the Environment:
Guarding Against Disaster

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
February 27, 1981, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: The speed with which the government of Jamaica
reacted to that oil spill from thé Shell tanker which ran aground
off the coast of St. Elizabeth on Saturday is about the only welcome
thing about that event, And yet it took all of three days before

we became aware of the gravity of the matters. But for the alertness
of those who are responsible for the safeguardinzfthe Jamaican
environment, it might have taken longer, and the risk might have
been greater, and perhaps more harm and damage might have been done
while we were assured that "everything was under control". The fact
that in such circumstances companies involved nearly always want

to assure the public that there is really nothing to be worried
about @and that things are "under control" is a very strong argument
for a strong environmental protection agency which will be constantly
on the alert and which will act as aﬁ early warning system inthe
event of any threat or disaster, Please don't misunderstand me,

We already have a large number of environmental agencies. The

latest Economic Survey lists a total of ;;ﬁszof which the Environ-
mental Control Division of the Ministry of Health and the Natural
Resource and Conservation Department of the Ministry of Mines and
Energy are perhaps the two most impoprtant., And yet, except whenm
there is a sharp and obvious disaster of dangerous proportions, we
seem to be rather camwwal about the Jamaican environment, We did not,

for instance, have this same speed of reaction to the reported lead

poisoning in St., Catherine that we had to thi It
S-week's oil spill,



And yet experts say that the damage that is done by lead poisoning
can having'long—lasting effects, So what is being done about this
danger? Has the Environmental Control Division of the Ministry of
Health the power to enforce standards of safety or penalise those
who ignore those standards? If not, then no matter how much we bawl
about environmental safety the kind of legqd possoning emposed by

the Daily News earlier this month will continue, and citizens will
continue to demonstrate and put up road-blocks when they can no
longer put up with one form or another of the pellution associated
with certain types of industrial activity, /This is how it is and how
it has been everywhere else in the world. ©Of course nobody sets
about th deliberately politide the environment. Tenker people prefer
not to have oil spills and do, &l they can to prevent them: it is
good and profitable business not to have these things: so there is
no malice involved. But oil spills do happen; the environment is
polluted; chemical poiﬂsons are discharged into the atmosphere. And
when these thingg/happen it is logical for the businesses concerned
to protect their own interests, often by denying responsibility or
where that is not possible by downplaying the seriousness of the
matter, So the business of safeguarding?gi protecting the environment
is and must be the responsibility of the society itself. And the nine
government agencies are in fact anxhesrmxizax acceptance of that
responsibility, The difficulty is in the discharging of it. There
appear far too many auéonomous cooks in the environmental broth
right now, and a&ulling together and streamlining of th%ﬂshould be

monitoring

a\first step, I think there should be a dmall\

(SN o )

to police a2nd enforce standards\with emphasis on prevention, There

tightly knit/task-force

can prevent some, minidse others, and respond quickly to the unprevent

is no way that we can g%ent all environmental disasters: but we
able, Goodnight .ﬁf



U.S. military aid to the ruling junta in E1 S

Foreign Aid as an Adjunct of
Foreign Policy

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
February 25, 1981, 6.10p.m

bitter
Good evening: The/politiecal troubles of E1l Salvador, the smallest

of the Central American countries, have become even more internationa.
ised than they have been up to now, To be sure there has ajways
been the kind of external support for one side or the other which
has become a commonplace in the savage little eivil wars of our time,
Leftist governments tend to support the efforts of leftists in any
the efforts
given civil war; rightist governments<tend@ to supports/of rightists.
is
But, usually, this kind of support kas/keem covert; and those giving
deny
this support usually publicly/semxms& doing any such thing. And the
external side supporting the government in power, no matter how that
government came to power, usually adopts a moralistic and self-right-
in denouncing external
eous posture/amgxismmummes the/support given to the other side. This
familiar pattern.is now playing itself out in El Salvador, es it has
done earlier in Nicaragua, and still earlier in a host of other
little countries where they tried to resolve the problems of politicaf
power by way of the bullet, rather than the ballot; or by way of a
L6,
combination of eckerdive use of the bullet to influence the ballot.
on Monday
The U.S. State Department/yszxmxgay released wha} is described as
'‘documentary evidence' to support ' its gllegation that the Soviet
Union, Cuba and communist allies supplied arms to leftist guerrilas
trying to take over El Salvador', And the U.S. vowed that it was
determined to put a stop to this flow of communist arms to El1 Salvadox

At the same time it also indicated that it will step up the flow of
alvador. So, if the



U.S, has it way then the flow of arms to the guerillas must stop
while the flow of arms to the ruling junta must continue., And if

the Reagan édministration does have its way in this matter, if the
flow of arms to the guerilles does dry up, while that to the junta
continues ard is even stepped up, then it is only a matter of time
before the junta will crush the young leftisimilitants and win the
civil war, Sog%iieign policy at this level is the straightforwerd
business of ensuring that the side you back wins by arming it and
diserming its opponents, Consicerations of human rights and?ihe
political nature of the regime under which more than 10,000, ineclud-
ing an archbishop, American nuns and sundry missionaries, have been
killed in the course of last year - sueh considerations are no longer
the important factors they were-during the Carter Administration.

The question i$§ whether those whe, despite all denials, gave aid and

comfort to the guerillag are just going to give up and stop the flow

it
of arms or whéther they are jm=x going to deny/and carry on as before
it
My guess is that they will iﬁéy/and carry as before, in much the
: (a2

same way as _the Americani?g}d in Angola., That is the way of the
world power gemes And given this reality I do not see how the Reagan
administration will find it possible to cut back on its foreign aid
spending, which is perhaps the single most crucial adjunct to its
worldwide
foreign policy of a stepped—up/anti—communist posture, Foreign aid
to Israel is $2.2-thousand-million; for Egypt it is $1,000-million
which is the price tag for her loes of the same amount from Saudi

Arabia because she made peace with Asrael. So there alone you have

$3.2-thousand million for only 2 client states. The idea of cutting
U.S. foreign aid to $5.4-thousand-million would leave just $2.2-

thousand-million for policing the rest of the world against communism

And that is'not enough to do the job in times of tranquility: it is
hopelessly inadequate in these turbulent times, Goodnight,



1) Cakiton Alexander on Youth Unemployment

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
February 23, 1981, 6.10p.m
Good evening: Mr, Cerlton Alexander, the retiring President of the
Private Sector Organisation of Jamaica, in his farewé¢ll address to
that body spoke, among other things, of youth unemploymeny and
described it as having reached chronic proportions. Mr. Alexander
is reported as saying that the private sector.will have to under-
take the major initiative to resolve the probtlem of youth unemploy-
ment and he spoke of training young people and bringing them into
the workforce, and he spoke of apprenticeship and he reminded his
members of an earlier scheme under which young Jemaicans were
apprenticed to various firms inydin Britain, As I remember it Mr.
Robert Lightbourne played a very important part in that earlier
scheme of sending young Jemaicans to be apprenticed to British firms
and factories, «1f this scheme is revived it will be an excellent

: of every kind
thing from which\Jamaica can only benefit, Skills training/for our

ul timately
young people can/only be good for the country - provided it is not
farned into some sort of party political or ideological football
by political zealots of either side., If where our young people are
trained cen end up being used against them, if they end up being
hounded'by the left for having been trained in a rightwing country,
b
or being hounded[by the right for having been trained in a leftwing
country, then it will not help us much: the fact is that skillf train-
desireable

ing is/zxgma® in itself, wherever it is done., But of course these

apprenticeship schemes are usually relatively small in size: they
rarely run into the hundreds at one time. So while persuing these
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and acknowledging their crucial long-term importance, we must face

the fact that they do little to ease the explosive short—-term problem
of youth unemployment, The latest available figures, taken from

the Economic Survey for 1979, show that in October of that year there
were a littlg?giix 128,000 youngsters between the ages of 14 and 19

in the labour force., Only 44,000 of these were in jobs: 85,000 were
unemployed, That means that nearly 66% of teen-age workers were
unemploye# in 1979, I am sure that it is much worse today. The last
available figures on Apprenticeship contracts Show that there were

254 registered apprentices in 1977. So apprenticeship will help, but
the help is small and limited and only.‘touches the surface of the
problem of youth unemployment. It seems to me that whatever the
private sector does to ease youth unemployment, a very aarge measure
of responsibility must ultimately fall on the government itself,

Most of the idle youngsters are without any skill of any kind; worse
still, many 5f them, possibly a majority do not have enough schooling
and enough stability in their home backgrounds to be able to fit into
the workforce withou?t some prior preparation., Youth camps like Cobla
and Chestervale were, in a sense, recognition of the need for this
prior preparation., The National Youth Service, in its original concept
was anothe® such recognition., And the need for this kindpg;?;reparation
is greater today than at any earlier time., And the old models of
Cobla and Chestervale are reminders that properly planned and properly
managed such camps can be economically productive to 2 point of near
self-sufficiency., The catch is that xkax the next highegiygirunemploy
ed is in the age-group 20-~24 with an unemployment rate of nearly

47% in October 1979, Youth unemployment seems to flow into young
adult unemployment. And I am not sure the government would be wise to

'QA’L»‘ Junt Andve i . o Yo M‘*‘ }(‘M}&L_& 3 A v?,.M s .
L to the private sectort- Goodnight I



1) International Economic Scene
2) Labour in an Economic Crisis
3) The Right to Know: A Matter of Variety

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

February 20, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: American President Ronald Reagan this week submitted
tc a joint session of the American Congress his proposals for massive
4§§%g;hment spending and taxé%uxss Mrs, Margaret Thatcher's
Conservative govermment in Britain this week backed away from
proposals to shutdown uneconomic coal-mines in.the face of a threaten.
-ed mimmrnational miners' strike. The West German and Swiss govern-
ments this week raised their intergt rates +and took other steps to
protect their currencies against an expected fight of capital, In
short, almost every major economy in the West, seems to be gearing
itself for stormy times ahead., Even Japan, that honerary Western
economic gisntg, is bracing itself for protectionist agxx pressures
and actions from its beleaguered Westerbh trading pertners., And the
path Mr. Ronald Reagan has unveiled to the American people as the
road to their economie salvation is one alecng which Mrs, Thatcher

has led the British people these eighteen months and more, And in
Britain at least things are still continuing to get worwe rather

than better. On the other side of the freat Political Bivide the
Unicn of Soviet Socialist Republiecs still appeers unable to grow all
the grain its people and cattle need, Pruoductivity in all the Eastern
Bloc countries is either stagnating or declining. Rumania's President
just yesterday confessed that his country paid too much attention to
quick industrialisation and not enough to agriculture with the result

that they were now up a blind economic alley, Popand is, for all

practical purposes @& beggar-client of international Western bankers,
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In the West unionised workers feel their living standards threatened

as economies contract and lay-—offs and redundancies spread, and the

belligerance of the British coal-miners even after their government's

back-down is symptomatic of a spreading mood., In the U.,S, the AFL&

CIO leadership has denounced the Reagan proposals as anti-labour

as bound

and/gesxgred tc hurt the workers azd the poor generally., On the

other side of the divide how the workers feel is suppressed or

caontained by official unions which are part of the government, Where

this has broken down, @s in Poland, the bitter enger and discontent

of the workers is shown as raw and seething. Is this how the workers
itself

in Hunggry and Czechoslcvakia and East Germany and the Soviet Union/

really feel? For how long cen the communist leaders contain this?

And, on the other side of the Di¥idey how lcng can the capitalist

leader persuade their workers to accept the lay-offs, redundancies

and apparently endless inflation? On the evidence there is little

economic

to encourage the giew that the capitalist/system as represented by

the policies of Mrss Thatcher and the poopesals of Mr, Reagan, on

the one hand, and the communist egonomic system as represented by

the policies of Mr. Brehzew and the Polish and other communist leader

on the othey, are capable of solving the present world econcmic

crisis to the satisfaction of a majority of their people. It is alway

mincrities
easier to satify the interests of/smaXX than of majorities, which is
what both eccnomic and peclitical elitism is all about, The ca%ch is
majorities
that in the twilight years of the 20th century/mazjaxites are no longe:
passive or submissive: and there's the explosive rub, And finally,

I hope the workers at the Desily News succeed in buying out that pape:

and keeping it alive. The right to know implies having access to as

wide and varied a range of free-flowing information as possible,

&.‘

Freedom of expreésion, which is enshrined in C nStitutiOﬁerequiré

a free;, unfettered and diverse press‘and radizf oodnight



1) Shake-up at JOS
2) Ley-offs, Redundancies & Overtim

3T T =M O W Tae 11w

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
February 18, 1981, 6,10p.m,
Goqd evening: Reports of the latest shake-up and the impending
upheavaas at the Jamaica Omnibus Services Limited come as no
surprise, What we must hope for 1is that after this latest shake-up
the job of giving
is over the JOS will settle down to/gxxx® its customers a better
service and managing its own internal business a deal more prudently
than it has since it was taken over by the government of Jamaica
baek in 1974. The one thing which has, wp to now, remained constant
under both private and public ownership was and is the general
attitude on the pert of the company and its workers wax to the
customers who pay for the service they receive, It has on the whole
been an indifferent service at best with little regard for the
convenience, let alone the comfort, of those who bought the service.
I remember being told by one of the last managers when the company
was in private héﬁds, as well as one of the later managers when the
company was publicly owned, that it was the customers who were
really at fault: they damaged the vehicles and were not able to
appreciate the kind of service that was common on English buses, for
British
instance, It was on a par with the/tale that if you provide workin,
class people with homes with bathrooms they would use the baths to
store coal, Indeed, some did so in the early days of the British
welfare state and local govt housing, But it did not take long for

the children of those workers to put those bathrooms to their proper

uge and change the ways of their parents. 1 suggest that one way

to .
to create customer appreciation and careful usage is/try Providing

a courteous, clean and punctual service, for a change: it may take
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a little time but it may just do the trick where other forms oﬁ{pvru
have not. In any case, the JOS must not continue as though itg is
there primerily serve
PEIXNRXYXXZAREREN to/pxaxxi® the needs and interests of ifs workers
with the customers being seen and treested as a sort of necessary
nuisance, 4So, in gddition to the physical and financial restructur-
ing, there must be a restructurihg of attitudes and approach tco the
customer and to the selling of its service, ‘The question of what
happens to the laid-off workers is a societal one on which it is
high time for the unions tc inid&ifate some serious and responsible
discussion., Up to now the unions havé iargelj behaved as though
their responsibilities end after they have resisted all such ley-offs
down to the wire, and then, having failed tc step them, got the best
settlements possible, This, I suggest, is one reason why they have
such iceas as

not looked seriously,as & group, at/smgxzstiams that all overtime
be banned until the unemployment situation improves, and ag?gugéggXX
xgmx of job-sharing where-two workers split a five-~day week, each
working three dayscone week and two the other., What the society
cannot go on aldcwing is the situation where & man signs-in and does
nothing' for eight hours because he has no bus tc drive and then
collects his pay. And the workers, and their unicns, as part of the
society, have some responsibilities here too. Up to now they have
tended to dodge those responsibilities and blamed it all on meanagement
This cannot go on. But as Mr, Hugh Shearer warned before theelectiont
the workers and their unions asre not prepared to accept a situation
in which they alcne must make'all the sacrifices. So where do we go

j the other dey
from here? Prime Minister Seaga in his address to Parliament/called

for the represntatives of the workers and the employers to sit down

w?th the government to discuss these matters, It seems like high
time for just such a meeting to take place now., Goodnight



1) The Hi-Lo Lay-offs
2) Manley & the Future of the PNP
3) The International Scehe

NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broadcast on Monday

February 16, 1981, 6.10p.m

‘Good evening: The closing down of two of the oldest supermarkets

in the Corporate Area and the laying off of some one hundred of

their workers is a sobering reminder, if any such were needed, that
the way ahead is going to be rough and tough and tricky for a long
time to come, ILike hundreds and thousands of other people over the
years I shopped at these two supermarkets.and got to know some of
their workers very well; I knew some of tgigggople in the two meat
departments particlarly well and the lay-offs are likely tQ be
roughest on them., A man of fifty or-thereabouts with responsibilitie:
which may include mor tgage ‘and insurance payments as well as seeing
two or three children through secondary school is going to have a
hard time staying home and waiting in hopes of being called back to
the job at some unspecified time in the future., On the other hand,

if he weme to opt for the lump sum of money he would get with
redundancy, he may not be able to find another job in the present
door employment climate, Either way, Maﬁﬁa jook him., And this appear.
to be a pattern we may have to live with for as long as it takes to
get the new economic direction in place and moving, The hard questiol
is; What happens to the vast and still growing army of the unemployed
in the meantime? What are the unions doing about the problem? Do
they give up on members who have lost their jobs and cannot find new
ones? Or do they sustain them? And for how long? I remind our unions
once more of that proposal of Mr. Shearer's that workers who have
paid

social security or national insurance should, on becoming

unemployed, receive unemployment benefit for a specified period.
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When Mr. Shearer first made this proposal I do not remember noting
any kind of response from the unions, With so many of their members
being laid-off or made redundant, are they still not interested in
this Shearer proposal? I hope not; I hope they will press for it,
And now that Mr, Shearer's party forms the government of the day,
and he is a very senior Minister in that government, will he press
his proposal on his Ministerial colleagues in the Cabinet? And will
the other former trade undonists who are now Ministers in that
Cabinet support him? I hope so. If the unemployed who want to work
get the sense of a socifety caring about their.predicament they may
be patient and wait: if the sense is of indifference the reaction
could be socially explosive, Next, and not totally unrelated is the
news that the opposition People's National Party has not fallen
apart, after all., Mr. Menley, it seems, remains President and
Party leader; and Mr, Anthony Spaulding has reportedly withdrawn his
resignation, We mustinow hope that the opposition party will quickly
come to grips with its other internal psychological and directional
problems and then settle down to give the country the kind of
opposition that a multi-party parliamentary democracy deserves and
must have to survive. Amz It woulfi of course be intersting to know
what the party has learnt from its massive defeat; but there are far
and more

too many other/important issues facing the nation for that to be the
;2i:axx preoccupation of the PNP more than three months after the
elections, There is, for in$$anc2f}é%0/wing unemploykent and,with

' : Orwellian
1984 stlﬁiwjii?:\gijzzaéway, there is the fancy new/double-talk and

double-think |on victimisation. So will the opposition please come out

and do what it is supposed to., And finally and very briefly, there
was that terrible tribal bloodletting in Zimbabwe which raises the

question whether Mr. Joshua Nkomo still controls his supporters, Ifke
does not there is no basis for a 'coalition'., Goodnight, )



The Political Purge at the J.B.C.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brogdcast on Friday
February 13, 1981, 6,10p.m
Good evening: This week's wholesale firing of journalists makes
®&f what is going on at the JBC a straightforward political purge
of the kind normally associated with power shifts in communist
regimes, When a communist leader or a communist faction is defeated
all those who were associated with that leader or that faction are
/;igZé%yand replaced by new people who are loyad to the new controlled:
of power, In democracies, on the other hand,. the shift in political
power usually results in shifts at the top, at the level of boards
of directors and, less automatically, at the level of topg management.
The new boards then set policy-guidelines and the managements, new
or old, then set about seeing that these new policies are carried
out, And the workers at the lower levels are left alone and given
a chance to either carry out the new policy directionzor else to
quit. It is only if they do neither that they are fired., So the
wholesale politieal purge is not the normal thing for parlismentary
democracies: but of course it happens, and it is happenihg here.
Now, I do not think anybody serioﬁsly doubted that the JLP would
settle old scores with the JBC once it got into power, For/:;i; of
us the real question was how this settling of scores would be done,
And; most important of all, could it and would it be done in a way
that did least damage and harm to the institution known as the
Jamaica Broadcasting Corporatioﬁ? Or would it end up being as
debilitating/;% the JBC as was that earlier upheaval of 1964 when

the firing of two news reporters led to a strike which lasted for

97 days?
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One very big difference between 1964 and 1981 was in fact the
two periods, In the

political role played by the JBC in the/mXszXismXEamRaXgK 1964

straight
period you did not have the/kXxaxamx political partisanship which
manifested itself duripg the 1980 election campaign. For ano ther,
there was no strong oég;iiieﬁ journalistic preeenee at the JBC in
1964, The result is that many people who might otherwise be very
upset at the political purge now taking place tend to see and accept
it as an wunpleasant necessity. It is part and parcel of the general
disillusionmnnt with the political left which led to that massive
defeat last October. So I, for one, am not sure that we will see
thzﬁiind of popular support that was shown for the JBC workers in
1964, But the problem of the JBC itself remains., Political purges
beget political purges, So five or seven or nine years down the
line if there is a change of government, if there is a swing in the
political pendulum, the new people in power will try to undo this
political purge by carrying out zmmzxzf their own political purge @&
And once trapped inte this cycle of purges every time there is a
change of government there is no hope of the JBC ever becoming the
national instrument that Borman Manley wanted it to be. So where do
we go from here? What/ﬁiigdof journalists will want to work for a
public medium which must forever be adjusting its perspective to the
interests of the party in power? And how do we break out of this
cycle? I am not sure myself that just setting up & Broadcasting
Commission will do it, I think that so long as the JBC Law requires
a Minister of Government to appoint the Board and to give policy
directives we will remain trapped in this cycle of pufges with every
change of government, The hard question is: How to really free up

genuinely
the JBC so that it can flourish as a/free and independent Jamaican

medium which earns its way and serves the nationf Goodnight



The First Hundred Days

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
February 11, 1981, 6,10p.m
Good evening: In its first hundred days in office the new government
of Jamaica has succeeded in mobilising and lining-up enough foreign
exchange loan money to close the foreign exchange Budget gap of
U.S.8$752-million. And that, by any measure you like to use, is an
impressive performance, Indeed, the new administration has been
able to do in one hundred days what the peevious administration
had been unable to do in the seven months between March and Jetober
of last year - hetween the time of the break with the IMF and the
holding of the October elections -.which was to raise enough foreign

country's
loans to cover the/foreign exchange budget needs, Ironlcally, the
previous administration was not even able to command this kind of
foreign loan money when it was under the IMF regime and even before
it had failed the IMF tests, And a key reason for this was of course
ideological, The, capitalist lending agencies did not like the

they showed
political posture of the previous administration and/xxxska their
dislike of that"political posture by being exceedingly tough and
tightfi?éted: they were unprepared to help make a system which they
saw as hostile to their own interests suceeed and look good, On the
. the capitalist lending agencies

other hand,/thmy do have a very strong vested interest in helping
the present administration to succeedprecisely because the political
posture of the new administration is more to their liking. So it is
a little disingenuous for anybody to suggest that ideology played

no part in the failure of the previous regime to mobilise adequate

foreign exchange, and the striking success of the new regime to do

s0. But to say this is not to detract in any way from the impressive
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performance of mobilising this kind of foreign exchange funding in
It is sigply to set it in political-ideological context.
this very short time./The Prime Minister deserves full credit for
his obviously careful master-minding of it. But mobilising the
money is, of course, only one axpszzx, albeit the most important ,
aspect of the problem., The other aspect is how productively the
BERANER more
money is used to earn/mmxm foreign than we now do, Obviously, if
we were earning enough foreign exchange from our mining, our agti-
cultural exports, our tourism, our manufacturing and the like to
pay for the things we need to import, then we would not be in our
present bind, It is because we do not earn enough of the foreign
most if not all of
exchange to pay for/our imports that we are in this mess. And no
amount of borrowing, no matter how skilfully managed and no matter
how concessionary the terms, will get us out of this mess - unless
foreign
we use the/money we borrow to enlarge our foreign exchange earnings,
This is the next and the most challenging stage once the mone§ has
been mobilised and put in place. If the second hundred days of this
regime could see it eoming to grips as effe€ftively with this challené?
S
as it did with the challenge of its first hundred §E§§s then there
would be grounds for sober and readistic optimism about our economic
prospects, But there will be some price to pay; you do not work your
kind of
way out of this/mess without paying some price., We must wait to see
what the price tag is., And the single most depressing and angry-
making aspect of the entire Seaga speech was, for me at least; that
catalogue of losses sustained by the government-owned utilities and
enterprises, Listening to that recital of the list of losses running
into hundreds of millions of taxpayers dollars was just about thenw(?
telling criticism possible of the whole concept of public ownership.

Unless public ownership, except in very speciasl FOsiaL SeEvhor

circumstances, can be made as XX&xki® responsive to the need for
viability as any other business, it becomeskiﬁotherbu%g&&kﬁﬁﬂﬁ?xpayers



1) Arthur Lewis &n the World Economy
2) The Non-Aligned 'Split!'

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
February 9, 1981, 6,10p.m

that
Good evening: Sir Arthur Lewis's warning to poor nations/their

expectations of the United States making large transfen#bf money

@

to developing countries is doom” to failure ccmes 2t a most

people of
appropriate time, Many/developing countries in the English-speaking
Ceribbean seem to have high expectations that there will be such a
massive flow of dollars from Washington into' the region, provided
the region shows itself to be staunchly pro-American. Of course,
Sir Arthur Lewis was not just talking about the Caribbean region;
he was talking about developing countries throughout the world., And
he did make the point that some develpping countries are likely to
be treated more favourably than others., He mentioned allies of the
United States and partners im the Lome Agreement; but he warned
that any largescale multilateral programme was most unlikely. So
there will be no largescale dollar transfers'on a sort of global
basis, For one thing, the United States does not have any sense of
historical obligation to former European cclonies, This is the same
position that the Russians take, They did not have the colonies;
they did not exploit their natural resources;'they owe them nothing,
But there will be selective self-interested help, If it suits Americ&
interests here, or anywhere else in the world, they will use their
money to further those American interests, This is in fact what
both the Americans and the Russians end their respective groups of

allies are doing. And those developing countries which are not of

strategic or politicel or economic importance to one or other of the

superpowers and their alljes are likely to have g very lean time of
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it And those developing countries which may be strategically
important to the one side or the other but which are politically
‘out of lihe' will also have a2 very lean time of it when aid and
investment funds are witheld. We have had experience of this here
in Jamaica under the previous administration: we were too left for
the Americans and not left enough for the Russians so we did not
from either
get/the large foreign inflows we needed, With our new posture the
Americans will come to the rescue, But the American economy is itself
in depression/ggg as Sir Arthur Lewis put it: "When the United States
was booming the rest of the world booms, and_ the developing countries
are prosperous, and when the United States was depressed all other
countries felt the pinch", U.S. economists predict a sharp increase
the U,S., itself of
in/the cost of basic necessities - food, fuel, housing, transport -
own muci
in 1981. If this happens our/inflation will get/worse; the basic
food we buy from the United States will cost vastly more, The pinch
will be heavy on the poor, especially., 5o we must try to be more
self-sufficient in food and brace ourselves against the cold wind
that blows from a depg%sed America, The one hope Atkhur Lewis offers
is that the eycle of depressiong followed by prosperity will hold
and that the depression of the 1970s will be followed by more
prosperous times from about 1883 onwards., But what if, like so much
else, this cycle is also busted? Anyway, the thing is for us to stox
looking for anybody from outside to come and solve Jamaica's problems
It is up to us and no one else will do it for us, And finally and
briefly, the conference of Foreign Ministers of the Non-Aligned Move-

—mem
jopened in New Delhi today. And as at every such conference since the

QUE copting fyasta pest;

birth of the Movement, the newS§ we get is of splits in the movementi_
of its callapse, of it death, I can recall no single conference that

had a 'good' press from the Western media in particulars. But somehow
the Movement has survived the apparent decathwish ., Goodnight,



1) Reagan on the U.S. Economy

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

February 6, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Mr., Ronald Reagan yesterday made his first broadcast
to the American people since becoming President; and it sent shock

d

ripples through the American nation. The President t0“ the American

people that their country faces an economic calamity of enormous

proportions; that not since the Great Depression of the 1920s and

30s has the American economy been in such bad«shape, And Mr. Reagan

blamed it all on Big Government which, over the years, had spent

more andé more taxpayers' money, imposed more and more regulations,

and built an ever burgeoning ngsgggracy which stifled enterprise

and initiative, And the way out of this economic mess, Mr. Reagan

seid, was to cut government spending and to allow the American people

to themselves turn the economy around. Just how this is to be done

Mr. Reagan did not spell out in detail, but he will do_so later this

month when he addeesses both Houses of the Americen Congress, The

one specific thing he mentioned yesterday was his determination to

cut income tax by 10% a year over the next three years; and of

course that there will cuts in spgnding in everxﬁne of the Government

Departments, Earlier, when he welcomed the former hostages from

Iran the President had said that he had ordered a freeze on 211 new
_ Washington

government hiring; but mucktaking/columnist Jack Anderson has already

made public how a few fired bureauerats have already found their

way back into new and in some cases higher peying government jobs

in spite of the Reagan hiring freeze., Also, in spite of the announcé

cuts to be made in government spending, the President has asked the



Americen Congress to raise the National Debt ceiling by an addition-
al $50,000-million., And the Budget deficit for the new fiscal year
is expected’to go way above the figure left by the Carter Administrat-
ion and to climb to somewhere in the region of $80,000-million,
And this kind of deficit budgeting and the raising of the National
Debt ceiling suggests that Mr. Reagan's economic planners expect
things to get worse before they get better: it suggests that in
spite of the talk sabout spending cuts there will be increased
government spending as a kind of social shock=obsorber in the short
run, Thus, if unemployment in the U.S. continues to grow - and there
is talk in some U.,S., circles of unemployment hitting a 10% mark
before there is any turn-around - then government spending on social
work relief programmes
welfare/XEXREXRRXXTXZEXAE is.bound to go up. Some form of work
relief programming may in faet be implicit in Mr, Reagan's remarks
about tackling inflation and unemployment simultaneously. If that is
the case it would be a dramatic departure from the Thatcher approach
in Britain which seems to see massive unemployment as a necessary
evil in fighting inflation., And talking of unemployment it might be
useful to note for the record that American trasde unions at present
representg no more than 22% of the entire U.S. work force, and
nobody in the U,S. has used this fact to either belittle their
importance or cast doubt on their speaking for the American worjers,
So let us not question the liégitimacy of the Jamaicen trade union
movement on this score: our political parties have even smaller
membership bases and we do not question their legitimacy. But back to
the Reagan message on the American economy which is obviously going

to have an important bearing on how Jamaicg fares economically., If
A~

things are as tough as MNr, Rea%an made éﬁt‘vhen Aliericen #ndestors
and lenders are going to insist on full valle for every single dollar

they spend here: and delivering is not going to be easy, Goodnight



Local Government Elections, 1981

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
February 4, 1981, €6.,10p.m
Good evening: So Jamaica is to have another round of elections =
Local Government elections this time - just over three weeks from
now and just about four months after the October 1980 General
Elections, Why so soon? Why the apparent rush after the nastiness
of the last elections? The answers, I think, are to be found in
very careful political considerations and very deliberate political
popular
decisibns., The present government is at the very peak of its/power
right now: it has just won the most popular mandate in the electoral
history of Jamaice; ahead of it are some tough and Bhrd problems
which may require tough and hard decisions. Inevitably, the making'
of those hard decisions/iix bound to upset or disenchant or alienate
some section cor other of the Jamaican electorade., Abd when that
starts happening xxs the broad popular base will start to diminish,
& and they must be held somé&tim
So if you are going-to call local government elections/it is better
to call them now, at the peak of your popﬁlarity. You have a greater
chance now of repeating the almost clean sweep you achieved xm last
October than you are likely to have XaxErx a year or two years down
the road from now, That, I suggest, is the political consideraticn
at its most elementary level, The opposition PNP is still in control
of the local government structure whfch it won so sweepingly back
in 1977, Now is thé best time and the best chance for the JLP to
win that control from the PNP, And the history and tradition of
the Jamaican electoral system is on the side of the JLP succeeding

in this, In the past the party which won & national general election

invariably then went on to capture control of a majority of the
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local government authorities. In 1977, following on its 1976
General Election landslide victory, the PNP captured every single
local government authority., It is this hold that the JLP wants to
change on March 2nd, Will it do so? That is the question that only
the Jamaican people can and will answer on March 2nd, Much will
depend on the modd of the Jamaican voters this time around, especizl
the mood of certain groups of voters who formed a broad coalition
to help sweep out the PNP government last October. For instancey
will the lafge numbers of traditional PNP supporters who voted
ageinst their party in October do so again din March? Orhgill they,
or some of them, return to the fold? _Wildl the unemployedéyho also
deserted the PNP in large numbers in October do so again next month?
And what of organised labour which played such an important part in
the defeat of the PNP in Octoter? Organised labour was, in the
mein I think, motivated by fear of the loud-mouthed radical rhetoric
of the left both inside and outside the PNP into voting against the
PNP; and the shock reelisation that trade uniord in Poland were
struggling for what we took for granted heze clinched matters, Now
the percegved threat of the left; real or imagined, is no logger e
factor; it has been overcome. The fear in orgenised labour circles
now is that the economy and control of the economy is being handed
investors!
over into the private/hends, and that organised labour may be in for
e fight if it is to hold on to the gains won for it by the trade
union movement in struggles over these past forty-odd years., The
hard question is: Willd an organised labour movement that is in this
y in this worried frame of mind,
mood/vote in March of 1981, as it voted in October of 1980? There is

already talk in organised labour circles of this government with its

massive madate being too powerful. These are just a few of the mainl
political considerations to the upcoming local government elections.
Behind thege are the economic ones which lie ahead, Goodnight



The Reagan Hardline & Southern Africa

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
February2, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: This past weekend's raid into Mozambique by elements
of the white racist South African army, has now been followed by
an official stateﬁ?t out of Pretoria justifying the attack and
promising more such raids into all or any of the African frontline
stetes unless they sign non-aggeesiton pacts with South Africa,

African
And in any such non-aggression pacte the/frontline stetes would
be expected tc agree to a clause whichiwould forbid them giving any
racist

kind of sanctuary or assistance tc what the/whixz South African
regime describes as the 'terrorisis'/ of the banned African National
Congress, In other words, the frontline states would be expected

to expell all South African freedom fighters from their soil and to
stop giving them eny kind of eid: if they don't sgree tc this then

‘ murderous

the racist regime promises toc continue the type of/across-the-border
raids with which.they hit Mozambique last Friday. And, the South
Africans say, they are adopting this new posture as their contributi
ahow of
and/support ‘'for the West's tough new stand against terrorism®
§nitiated by the new Reagen Administration in Weshington. And so,
willy-nilly, the racist South African regime has assigged to itself

a Southern African reality to

the task of giving/zwksxzneexfarxfmutherrxifrizaxsf the new hardline
Reagan foreign policy. Freedom fighters against white racism are
branded 'terrorists' and so they become farr game tc be 'hit' where-
ever they are and to hang with the old-style diplomatic nigeities

of respecting the territorial integrity of any neighbouring country,

How are the frontline states likely to react tc this? They are clearl;
not just going to rocll over and sign non-aggression pacts with the



racist regime and then expel all the South African refugees and
freedom fighters in their midst., Certainly, Mozembique will not
do so; and Zimbabwe will not do so; and Tangzenia will not do soj;
and Angole will not do so, And even though Botswana is particulerly
vulnerable physically, and Zambia is economically and psychologically
under very great South African as well as American pressure, it is
most unlikely that they will sign any such non-aggression pacts,
What all of these countries - certainly the first four - are much
more likely to do is to accelerate their military preparations for
ultimate/:iiegonflict with South Africa. | And they will, as the
South Africans very well know, receive the backing of the Organisatig
of African Unitgd. For the struggle against racism in Southern Africa
is the one issue on which there are no differences in the OAU,
Where will the United States gtend in a1l this? If the South African
racists, in the name of supporting the West's tough new stand against
terrorism, provoked armed clashes with its black independent neigh-
bours, will the“Reagan Administration side with the white racists?
Will it armothem further? Or will it support the black states in
hop&’of keeping out the Russians and their allies? And what are the
Soviets and their allies likely to do while all this is brewing? The
very fact that the Africans may not, at this momentsbe able to take
on the military might of the racist regime all by themselves could
whi te - endplanel shifting power
tempt the/South Africans toLfry and re-order the/political balance
by military force., If they do it will not long remain a local war,
There is, in geopolitical terms, too much at steke for that., There
isLmuch talk about the vietnamisstion of Central Americajp, and that
mey yet come to pass, Hoﬁ?er, my own view is that the vietnamisation

o; Southern Africa is a far greater likelihood,

- . 4 €Speciall
Fiday's reid followed by the arrogent racist demands, Gogdgggﬁg las®

7~



The Seaga Vig%j to Washington &
The Two FaE? s of Jamaican Foreign Policy

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

January 30, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Prime Minister Seaga's official visit to Washington

was, by all neww accounts, a very successful one., In international

affairs symbolic gestures — who is invited first, who is placed

where, who is spoken to first at a reception and for how long - are

often seen by the world's political community as very important
prefernces and

signals of a government's/intentions., And when any such signal is

made by one of the world's two superpowers. then the rest of the

world pays very close attention, I'suspect that foreign ministries

now or interpretation

all over the world are right/mxxkt reading this or that meaningf

this or that political implication, into the Prime Minister of

little Jeamaica being the very first head of government to officially

meet the ne&ﬂ}naugurated President of the United States. Incidentally

Mr, Seaga is our head-of-government, not our head-of-state; Mr,

Glasspole is our head-of-state. The confusion on this point among

American jourmalists is understandable: their President is both

head-of-state and head—-of—govermﬁeht° There should be no such

confusion among Jamaican journalists, Anyway, we should not under-ra%

the politfcal importance of Mr. Seéga being President Reagan's very 1

first official visitor. I suspect that that unofficial pre-~inaugurati

meeting withg the Mexican President was the Reagan way of ensuring

that that important southern neighbour does not feel in any way

slighted by Jamaica's Prime Minister being the first visitor., It is

all delicate high-stakes politics with everybody persuing their own

self-interests, Jamaica's self-interest is American .economic support

and the hope and pmpéctationy of massive inflows off.nvestment° This
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was the premise on which last October'a election was won. So the
new Jamaican government must deliver in economic terms and the new
American gdvernment must help it to do so. If the Americans can be
made to see the help they are asked to give in terms of profecting
political
their own/xmgxmmax and economic self-interet in the region, that
help is likely to flow more freely. But there is a political price
tag which has come through by some Americans - not only journalists
but influential business and administration types as well -~ referring
to Jamaica's Prime Minister as 'our' man in the Caribbean. In an
interview Mr, Seaga firmly repudiated the notion that he was anybody$
man, but he also recognised the importanece of Jamaica itself giving
the lie to that notion by the way in which it goes about its business
with the international community. And that, I suspect, is not always
two superpowerg
going to be an easy matter, especially if the/wmrx& returng to Cold
possible
War politics. I give you one/scenario within the Caribbean Basin.,
Neithé]ﬂexico nor Panama - nor Venezuela for that matter - would
or tolerate )
approve of/any sort of U.S. intervention in Cuba, not because they
approve of the regime but because they are committed to non-inter-
vention as a matter of principle, and to regional ra%he# than metro-
regional wan ts
politan solutions to/problems, If that faction in the U.S. which /to
see us as a kind of American surrogate in the Caribbean had its way
we may find ourselves under some very heavy pressure from both the
Americans and power groups within the region, This is one of the
difficulties with being both ‘'aligned' and 'non-aligned'. Mr, Shearer
earlier this month spelled out our non-aligned position and principlé
to an ACP meé#ting in Brussels. I suspect that a majority of the peopf

at the very least,
at that meetlng woul asfxﬂx XBHIXY be most curious about how we

"hbw o e
reconcyieaxﬁe two facets of ou foreign policy*® But if it succeeds

in brlnging home the bacon %ﬁ%’Jamalcangpeep&e will be satisfied,

People only ant circuses on full bellies Goodni
o ght
Lo v('a—j"‘ \k“l"o g&&uu»‘c A



l) New Storm Over JBC
2) A Blurring of Priorities

NEWS COMMENTARY
Fop broadcast on Wednesday
January 28, 1981, 6,10p.m
Good evening: The bitter storm now brewing over the Jamaica
Broadcasting Corporation can be of no surprise to anyBody who was
in Jamaica during last year's nasty and savage election campaign,
After what had gone on in that campaign there was no.way in which
a JLP electoral victory could result in anything else but the
massive upheaval at the JBC that we now see in motion., And however
this upheaval is finally reduced to a state of relative calm, the
a long time
JBC is xx% bound, as in 1964 gnd/after, "to.lose considerable ground
and the listening and the viewing public are certain to be the poorer
system and our political ’
for this, It is a sad failure of our political/community that to
this day the JBC is still seen and used as the political instrument
of .the party in power rather than as the national instrument of
information, education and entertainment as originallﬁkonceived by
X
the late great Norman Manley. And so, each time there is a change
of government there is also upheaval at the JBC., The fact of the
communist presence at the JBC is marginal to this central point of
mational
what was supposed to be a/maxxmmzkx electromic media house ending
dishonest
up as the instrument of the party in power, And it is/nonsense to
pretend that one party did it mand the other did not, The stylés
were different but both did it, Until this problem is resolved we
will go on having upheavals at the JBC each time there is a change
of government. Please don't get me wrong., Change and upheaval are

not the same thing and I am not arguing against change: it is up-

heaval that is ultimately negative and destructive and divisgve.

In the context in which the JBC is seen and used as the instrument
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of the party in pOWer, there is bound to be change, each time there
is a change of government., But even such changes can be brought
a
mzx# about more quietly and without upheaval if/xke primary conside=
ation is to do as little harm or damage to the instrument as possibl
That is what the business of managing change is all about. And it
can be done without the morally dubious business of mounting anti-
leftist witch~hunts, When communist regimes deprive those who
oppose them of their jobs and suppress their right to dissent, we
violators
denounce them as being enemies of freedom of expression and/of
human rights, When we do the same thing, for whatever reason, then
we too become enemies of freedom of expression and violators of
A
human rights. That is unless we operatgf monumental double stanards
which turn us into monumental hypoerits, But I also think that
undesireable
witch-hunts and witch-hunters are/kamxamz for the very practical
reason that they tend to blur the priorities of an issue, And the
primary issue with so very many of our publicly-own corporations
and companies is| the km matter of economic viability, of paying
their way and perhaps making a profit for the public purse instead
of always being a burden on the hard-pressed Jamaican taxpayer. I
a mix which &ncludes
happen to believe that it is possible to provide/good public service
broadcasting which is also economically viable, I am not saying it
is easy: it is a hard and difficult task, but it can be done, given
the will., I would have thought that grappling with this aspect of
the problems of the JBC;, would glmost automatically put any shifts
and changes and cutbacks which were thought necessary, into a wider,
more constructive
/and non-partisan political context. But I am not sure that any Board
any
of Directors appointed by/one of the major parties can do this in v

station is seen as the
conteztwhere the/particular instrument of the party in power., That

is the real, though often blurred)heart of the JBC issue. Goodnight



1) Petrol Retailers' Profit Margin
2) After the Hostages - What?
3) British Labour'a Electoral College

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
January 26, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The single most important piece of local weekend news
Jamaican
for Jamaicen motorists = and perhaps/taxpayers in general — was the
announcement at the Gasolene Retailers Association function in Ochos
Rios that the government had already decided on an increase in the
profit margins for petrol retailers., Now, the thing about any
increase the petrol station operators are given is the simple and
unavoidable faet that in one way or another somebody or some grogup
or groups of somebodies are going to have to pay for that increase,
Either the Jamaican motorists will have to pay by way of new price
increases on petrol and petroleum products; or the government of
Jamaica will have to pay by way of accepting a smaller tax take from
the sale of petrol and petroleum products; or the Jamaican taxpayers
in general will have.to pay by having the cost of the increase
built into general taxation. However it is done, somebody is going
to have to pay for that increased profit margin., If the Jamaican
motorists are called on to do the paying by way of direct higher
prices for the petrol and petroleum products they use, then a number
of inevitable consequences will follow. If public transport, be it
JOS or minibus, has to pay more for the fueld it uses, the fares
charged by public transport will almost certainly have to go up,
And all the delivery services, and all the other services which have
content

a transportf will most likely also go up in priceg: cooking gas, the

price of food uilding material, anything which has to be transported
o “5 & 9 J 23 p
‘will go uP l price. Ang that will of course mean a big ne

-

w upward
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swing in the cost of living for all Jamaicans,; not only‘for the
private motorist as would seem to be the case at first blush. So,
whatever the level of increase in the profit margin to the petrol
stations, if the cost of that increase is passed on directly to
impact
the consumers of petroleum products, the inflationary/mffmex of it
will be spread throughout the society., If, on the other hand, the
government were prepared to pay for the increase by accepting a
immediately
smaller tax take, the impact would hardly be/noticed. The big
question is: can the government of Jamaica take such a cut in its
income and still provide the goods and services which the poor in
in particular
the society,/mspEziaxiy, have come to expect? Social services are
already at e very poor level. Will any loss of tax revenue make them
worse? And if it were decided that the increase in profit margin
to the petrol station opergtors should be absorbed by general
taxation how will this be done? By direct taxatiaon such as income
tax? Or indirectly by increéses on such things as cigarettes and
beer and rum? All these are questions which makes that announced
increase of profit margins for petrol retailers a matter of national
concern, On the international scene two events dominated. First
52 American
there was the question: Now that the/hostages are free, should the
U.S. government abide by an agreement which many saw as giving in
to kidnapping and blackmail? I think the Americans will abide by
the agreement because not to do so could do them immeasurdble damage.
For one thing Algeria was a party to it and so Alergian good faith is
other than diehard friends
involved. And who/would ever accept America's word if she went back

on it this time? And in London the British Labour Party's decision

td give the trade unions a 40% voice in the choice of party leader,

has provoked all sorts of talk about a leftwing takeover, The fact

_ ‘ overwhleming majority of memb
is that the/British tra&e un%on mov%mgg% 9of tﬁ%t about as conservative

as any bunch of working people ¢an be, Goodnight .



NEWS COMMENZARY

For broadcast on Friday

January 23, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The J.0.S. buses are back on the roads again and the
latest strike is over; but the probléms remain and will not go away
until the company's management and its workers and their unions

come together to seriously tackle these problems, Ana as good a
point as any on which to begin, if they are at all serious about
dealing with the company's problems is this very latest strike itself.
The workers struck because a Tribunal refused to make a wage award
because the fribunal was satisfied that the company was unable to
pay any increase, The workers have representation on the company's
Board of Directors so the workers should themselves have known that
the company did not have the money; they should not have needed a
Tribunal to tell them this., But they struck; and they made all the
motions of a test of strength; and then, when it dawned on them
where it might lead, they went back to work, All that inconvenience
and discomfort to the travelling publie, all the added losses sustain-
ed by the company, had really been to no point; they had gained
nothing from it. And it seems that they, the workers, did not really
care about the discomfort and inconveniencse they had caused hundreds
of thousemnds of people between last week Friday énd yesterday; and
they did not seem to care about the losses caused by the strikej;only
the danger of losing their jobs seems to have any sort of meaning
for them., And as far as the management is concerned the dominant
attitude seems to be that we, the taxpayers, must bail them out

again, They want the government, which means the Jamaican taxpayers

in this instance, to pump some $50-million into the company over
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the next five years, as if just pouring money into it will solve
the company's problems. Given what seems to be the present attitude
among both management and workers alike, I personally am not sure
that we will not just be throwing good money after bad. With all the
respect it the world it seems +to me that the attitudes at the JOS
attitudes
are all wrong and until these/are changed the problems at the JOS
will persist, And the single most important change that is needed
is for workers and management to return to the pbnposition that the
company must pay its way out of its earnings aﬁgjginance its
development and expansion out of its profits. It can be done because
it bas been done in the past, I give you one example. As far back as
1955 the compeny owned 315 vehicles; mearly all of which were on the
road, Today the company owns more than 500 vehicles but only 222 are
reportedly on the road, If more than half your fleet is idle, for
whatever reason, you cannot be profitable, So the company was
profitable in 1955 and is unprofitable today because it under-uses
its assets, In 1955 the company had a staff of somehwre in the
region of 600 people to manage and conduct the business of its 315
vehicles., Today the staff is more than 2,000 even though there are
Eﬁréingn»lOO less vehicles on the roads, This is not the way to
econokic viability, no matter how much new money is injected., The

take

way to economic viability is for the company to/X®sk g% its present
as its point of departure, then

income of just under $5004000 a week,/to bring -its spending as near

to that as possible by a drastic stripping down and then to work to
REZRFRL
build up its income by improving and increasing its/service out of

its present resources until it is profitable enough to expand,

This is ebviously not going to be easy; but it can be done because
the company has operated profitably before, How painfully or how

painlessly it is done will depend very much on how willingly or
unwillingly attitudes are changed at the JOS, Goodnight



1l) Jenuary 20, 1881 -America's Day
2) d.0.S. Finances - some questions

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
January 21, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: Yesterday was America's day: it was America's day
for Americe's friends and foes alike. For,yesterday and indeed,
for the forty—eight hcurs leading up to yesterday, the attention
the attention

of the news mgdia of the entire world, snd/of every single political
power centre/;g the entire world was focussed on whaf was happening
in and to and about America. And what was happenihg was indeed
worthy of all that attention. There was a changing of the guard in
the corridors of American power that was smooth, undrematic, almost
imperfeptible: new bureaucratihfd, new movers and shakers, new spokesmer
and women, new manipulators. of power xapkazms gquietly took the
places of the old ones to whom we had grown accustomed over these
past four years., In the long run this may turn out to be more
important than the much more dramatic coming in of one President and
the going out of the other., The high drema centred around the xhm
swearing=in of Mr. Ronald Reagan as the new President and the
departure of Mr, Jimmy Carter, the old President: but they were only
the outward/zggbolic showing of the real shift of power., And one of
the striking things about it all was the broad framework of national
untiy within whiich it all took place, In this sense America can fairl;

in terms of basiec principles and objectives
be described as being hafiﬁgiix a one-party state/with two powerful
political factions, one slightly to the left of centre, the other
slightly to the right of centre only competing for office at election

time but completely united once the election is over, And sco youhave

as the special
the former President travelling to West Germeny t042y/XEXZXEEXXXRE

Zxxfmexxeans envoy of the new President to welcome the 52 Americeans
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who weEx® had been held as hostages in Iran until half an hour after
the trabhsfer of power from the Carter to the Reagan administration,
And the freeing of the hostages was of course the other thing that
made yesterday America's day. After a long and traumatic fourteen
months ®f the American hostages were finally freed yesterday., The
agreement which led to their freedom was Mr. Carter's last substantig
act as President; but even at the end there was a bitter twist to
the whole business, Mr. Carter dearly wanted to personally announce
the release of the hostages before quitting office: but because
of an alleged short payfment of some $130-million Emmof interest
payxenxx due to the Iranians by American bankers the deal was delayed
Government
And in addition to the return of Iranian essets the Americang also
had to promise, in writing, not %o interfere in any way in Iran's
internal affairs in future. But no matter the humiliation of a great
power implicit in this, the American people were in a mood of happy
euphoria at the safe release of their feglow citizens, The time for
anger and, perhaps, vengeance will come later. America will probably
not want to sell Iran the military spare parts she so desperately
needs, at least not for the present., But what if Iran then turns to
others? To the Soviet Union perhaps? Americe would not want that,
‘ of power politics
So there are practical problems/to face beyond the anger., And the
new President and the new men now in charge in Washington's comridors
of power are going to find the options and‘the choices quite hard
and difficult and complex as Mr, Jimmy Certéer ever did, The limits
to power, even for a superpower, will not suddenly go away. But none
of this will alter the fact that yesterday was America's day, And
e ew tla +e=
finally and very briefly, we are told that the-JOSigarns just under
half a million dollerSa week from bus fares; could we please also

be give a detailed breakdown of how much money JOS spend@a¥gggglna
How much for menagement? How much for workers? How much fo [fuel?

How much for what perks and fringe benefits? Goodnight,



Showdown Time at the JOS?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
January 19, 1981, 6.10p.m

immediete
Good evening: Whatever the/outcome of today's efforts to settle
the latest gégégo stoppage which was brought on by the Industrial
Disputes ITribunal's refusal to make a wage awérd because of the
parlous state of the company's finances, this stoppage may well be
the beginning of showdown time at the J.0.S.  But before going on
with th12?$:irus note quickly and in passing that Mr. Jimmy Carter
has finally achieved agreement for the release of the American
hostages in Iren on his very last day dn office as American President.
We will telk more about this another day: for now we note that Mr,
Carter leaves office on something of a high note., And ncw for our
bus service, We begin with a few key bavkground facts, First: the
JO0S is in very serious money trouble; it is not paying its own way
and so it is getting deeper and deeper into debt, The Tribunal which
refused to make & wage award to the workers in effect seid the
company was in danger of 'grinding to a halt', Second: few, if any,
of the large army of Corporate Area working people are anywhere near
satisfied with the quality of the service they are getting from the
J.0.S, S0 we have a business which is not paying its way catering
to custémers who are not satisfied with the quality of the service
they are being sold, If the 2,000 plus workers at the J.0.S. are
at all worriredd about this situation they have done little or nothing
to show their concern in any pratical way. The management has a

public relations cempaign going, but are there any other efforts to

seriously deal with the hard problem of a business living within its
means and paying its way out of its earning? And, you know, if you



look at the record you will see that this selfsame JOS has paid

its way in the past and has earned a profit for its owners when

those owners were meainly éxpatriate private investors., So between
1953 and 1974 - & time ppan of over twenty years - JOS regglarly
paid its way and made a prfiftt for its owners., When the Jamaican
Government bought out the foreign owners in 1974 it left the same
basiec structure of the company intact: there was no basic change

to the structure which had operated successfully before. When the
price of fuel went up, fares went up; when speecial concessions suzk
were made they were met by subsidy. And in transport volume means
and should mean increased turn-over which should mean increased
earnings which should mean increased profits, But there were two big
catches, For some unfathomable reason there is a notion that anything
owned by the government need not pay its way, let alone make a profi-
so managements of publicly-owned enterprises appear almost determinec
to make losses: -and workers in such enterprises behave as though
the job and the customer and anything else is there for their con-
venienece, And I am afraid the attitudes of the trade unions have not
helped matters. And so we have JOS workers demanding massive increase
from a seriously faltering company. Neither they nor their unions
seem to realise or to believe that 2,000 plus jobs may be on the line
unless the JOS pulls 1itself together and delivers, There has been
takk in some quarters of a showdown with the unions to prove who is
in charge or strongest. 1 sincerely hope the unions have the good
sense and Jjudgement not to allow themselves to be suckered into a

showdown over the J0S., It is both a bad case and a bad issue on whict

to fight for principle. There is no good principle involved in bad

management, bad performance, unfair calls on the tax dollar and the
penalising of poor commuters, Goodnightoe



1) Problems Facing 'The Rule of Law!
2) Elective Politics & Polit@cal Pluralism

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
January 1€, 198l1; 6.,1C0p.m

on the Gun Court
Good evening: Those figures/made public by Jamsica's Senior

Puisne Judge, NMr., Justice Parnell, yesterday should be of very
great concern tc all Jemaicans, There are, we are told, 1,267
persor? awaiting triaz in 1,001 cases pending. And because zf the
massive escalation of gun crimes in Jemaica had overwhelmed the
court it was 'impossible to follow the direction in Section 8 (1)
of the Gun Court Act which required that the trial of an accused
should begin within seven days of his first appearance before the
court', So, the Judge is reportdéd as saying, fixtures for cases
to be tried this year had to be mede from as fer away as May of
last year, Given these ‘and other disturbing statistics we must
hope that the Government will act speedily on Mr. Justice Parnell's
recommeddations to.reform the Gun Court,
One of the worrying problems about the rule of law generally is the
matter of delay before trial, especially where the person to be
tried 1is held in custody pending the trial, I hope those who
specialise in the law will indicateg ways in which the society as
a whole can help to try and overcome this problem of delay., The
rule of law, and the speediest possible carrying out of that law
is, ultimately, the only truly worthwhile longterm answer to our
problems of crime and violence and general lewlessness, And it is
e o qe~gl
our courts of law,/not the police, not the army, who must determine
the guilty or otherwige of the accused and the form of punishment
which fits a particular crime.

Next a word on the nature of political mandates in free elective



parliamentary systems such as those represented by most of the

Caricom €ountries currently meeting pere in Jamaica. No mandate

given by the electorate in our kind of system is ever permanent

or even ideologically exclusive, And yet politicians, especially

in the first flush of victory, almost invariably behave and sound

as though their being elected has settled this or that issue once

and for all. And so we have the 'now that the direction has been

settledeso' syndrome; with its disturbing undertones that all

dissenting views shamix® can now be excommunicated or suppressed or

outlawed, We had a considerable amount of this after the 1976

PNP landslide wlectoral victory. The people, we were told, had

chosen socialism and anybcdy who opposed socialism was going against

the 'will of the people'; and some went to the extreme of branding

such dissenters as unpatriotic and subversive., Now, following on

the October 1980 JLP landslide electoral victory, we have almost

exactly the selfsame thing, but from the cpposite end of the

political spectrum this time. 'The will of the people' now, is for

the capitalist free market system and anybody who opposes it is

against that will and is therefore unpatriotic and subversive of the
And can therefore be fired or suppressed,

national interest./The hard fact of the matter is that the electorate

certinly in the case of Jamaica, has shown again and again that it

electoral

is not prepared to surrender its freedom of/choice to any party,

be it of the left or the.right. They showed in 1976 that they were

not frightened by any?gg;;unist scare; they showed in 1980 that they

were not frightened by anti-capitalist scare. They tried the one:

it did not deliver according to their expectations; so they changed

it for the other, And they will do it again, if they have to., They

are, in short, committed to self-interested political pluralism

Meet their expectatio

and they are for : 3
Ideologues of all shagéé2§iease note.,‘, YOu Afallw?fé they are not.
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Waiting for Ronald Reagan:
a) U,N., Namibia Conference
b) Middle East Moves
c) Venezuela's Warning

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

January 14, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: The United Nations sponsored conference on Namibis,
which was supposed to lay the groundwork for moves toward independence
by the end of this year, has collapsed in failure: South Africa saw

to that., In the Middle East and the Persian Gulf, the crisis
surrounding the Americen hostages seems to be coming to a head; the
Iranians seem to be holding their own in the war with Iraq; and
Jordan's King Hussein has lashed out unexpectedly against his one-
time friend Henry Kissinger's presenee and postures in and on the
region, And, nearer home Venezuela's Minister of Energy and Mines

has warned developing (or Third World) countries not to join any
movement sponsored by the developed industrialised countries to
mount a campaign of pressure against the oil-exporting. OPEC countries,
In E1 Salvador an effort, apparently hurriedly brought forward, is

on the way to try and overthrow the military junta before Mr, Ronald
Reagan is sworn-in a&s President of the United States next Tuesday.
Indeed, all the developments I have listed appear to have the accessi%
of Mr. Reagan to the American Presidency as a sort of cardinal point
of reference. For example, if Mr. Jimmy Carter had been re-elected

I think the South Africans would have played their hand rather
differéntly in Geneva this week, This is not to say that they would
have given in or that the immediate outcome of the conference on
Nemibia would have been any different. But the South Africans would

have been less stridently egressive and arrogant in promoting and
projecting their puppet 'internsl! regime. With Carter in the White

Hous® for another four years the possibility of stiffer economic



sanctions would be much more real than it now is, Indeed, a Carter
Administraticon in its second term might even have been able to
'persuzde' America's Western allies not to veto SWAPO'S call for
sanctions when it reached the Security Council. Now, wikhg the
Reagan Presidency less than & week away such a veto is a sure

thing: Britain, France, West Germany, the United States itself -
anyone of them or all of them together - will exercise such a veto.
And if the matter is handled only at the level of the @eneral
Assembly then it would not matter much befsuse the Industrial powers
will just carry on business as usual with South Africa, and there
woulcd be nothing the Third World would be able to do about that,
Similarly, the Iraniens, except for the hardline fanatiecs,¢ere hust-
ling to get as much as they can in return for the hostages before
the change in Washington. So.they may, between now and Friday,
settle for less than their original demamds because dealing with
Reagan's people may be a very much tougher proposition. And if the
Kissinger line is reintroduced into Middle Eastern politics then
middle~of-the~roaders like Jorden's Hussein may be the first among
the victims caught between the two extremes of East-West confrontat-
ion, So Hussein's denuncietion could be read as a careful and urgent
signel to the Reagan people, And Venezuela is simply telling the
Third World that if America under Reagan is going t;;go:gt & crusade
of big Western oil-consuming powers tc try and threaten and intimidé%
OPEC, OPEC will resist and it may not be in lthe Third World's inteﬁ%t
tc be ceaught in the economic crossfire, In this sense most events on

the international scene this week seem to be a kind of Weiting For

Reagen, 2 positicning and preparing for what may comgﬂffter what he
rv

said, As Governor of Californis Reagan surpriseabﬂoSt by not doing
what was expected. He may just do the seme in his new role.

Goodnight°



1) Montego Freeporit Fire
2) The Politics of Means & Ends

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
January 12, 1981 6.10p.m

Good eveningP What a relief that that terrible fire at the Mondggo
Freeport Esso installation is out. And what a very disturbing

thing +th&t that fire took place at all, The losses are great and
grave prdcisely because petroleum products are both scarce and
costly. To lose upwards of $ll-million U.S., in one short weekend
fire is bad enough; to lose it in the form of petroleum products
makes it worse, The one comforting thing is that no lives were lost
and the five firemen who were hurt suffered no serious injury. But
the disturbing question remadéns: Was the fire an accident or was

it deliberate? In short, there is the nagging question of possible
economic sabotage., And I think we will, all of us, remain disturbed
and worried until we get some clearcut answer to this nagging concern.
And it does not-make sense to pretend that the concein is not there,
Like it or not, many people are asking whether this was eccident

or sabotage., And there are others who are fanning these concerns

for purposes of their own. So I think it is important for those
whose job it is to investigate the Origins of the fire, to go about
it with the utmosf speed and care and to tell us, as soon as pbssibler
whether it looks like accident, or straightforward‘thieving, or
serious politically motivated sabotage. Was the person or persons
who removed tiie bu@g from that fuel tank thieves who.took the petrol
they wanted and then went off without shut®ing it back? If you have

ever had petrol syphoned out of your car tank by a thief you wili
know that th hi
e thief usually does not bother to put back your tank
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cover, He is usually in too much of a hurry for that. It could be
something like that., Or it could be sabotage, deliberate and
calculated, We cannot rule out either possibility, and it would be
both foolish and dangerous to play ostrich., Political sabotage,
urban
like/guerrilla warfare, is a fact of modern-day life. And it is
foolish to pretend that it cannot happen here, We are part of the
world and what goes on in the world can go on here too, So let us
not say it can't happen here., Indeed, after the events of last
year during the run-up to the October elections, and earlier, it
would be a very bodd or foolish man who would say it can't happen herc
to
The thing is to ferret out the truth and/let the people know, And
may also
when the people know what it is they are up against they/wxxx know
everywhere in the world
how to protect their interests. There are many people,/gigewkexe
and here as well, for whom all means justify the ends, If the end
they have in mind is to do harm or damage to this or to any other
' or individual
government then they do not care what methods they use as long as
the end they have in
they do that damage., Conversely, if/xtReyxwamixtz mind is to do
something good, or what they see as something good, then they do not
care what methods they use as long as they achieve that 'good' end.
And once you have this type of politicel morality, of lack of it, in
play murder, sabotage, assassination, all become acceptable means
because they are justified by the end in view, We had some of it here
last year;. it will not suddenly go away now, What happened at Montego
ultimately destructive
Bay this past weekend may have been one expression of this/notion of
the end justifylng the means, Xaw It is comparatively easy to deal
with the immediate surface manifestation of this: you hunt down the

thieves or the saboPeurs and punish them; and yo%j§£§£/up security.
The rub is: what do you do about the savage jungle, morality?

Goodnight.



1) Wills Isaacs
2) Casino Gambling
3) Prices, Wages, Profits & the Unemployed

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

January 9, 1981, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: Jamaica this week formally and offiecially paid its
last respects and said a final farewell to Mr. Wills O. Isaacs, one
off the handful of genuine pioneers in the shaping of the Jamaica that
we khow today. He was one of that small and speciel band of men who
were born into a British colony, and who, by determined and sustained
p6litical action and pressure transformed the political system and

in doing so transformed the lives and outlook of their own generation
as well as all future generations of Jamaicans, There never were
very many of these special men even in the 1930s and 1940s ; and many
of them have died since; and now, today, after the passing of Wills
Isaeos, there are even fewer of these xkmsm pioneerg political
activists left, When d thought about it while listening to Wills
Isaacs' funeral, my list of surviving pioneers of this brand did not
quite make the half ‘dozen mark, It is a safe prophecy that before
this decade is out there will not be a single one of the activist
political pioneers left among us., So how will future generations of
Jamaicans remember these people and what they have done for this
nation? We know about the National Heroes because there are monuments
f%%tgemlnd us; and anybody who is geriously interested can read up on
any of them from a reasonably good and growing body of literature.
Thus, the National Heroes present little or no problem. But those who
worked with them and shared in their struggles are not as well served

present-day
What, for instance, does any/schoolboy or schoolgirl know about
Noel Nethesedge and the pivotal role he played? TP be sure the Bank

of Jamaica is at Nethersole Place., But why is it Nethersole Place?
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And what kind of person was this Nethersole after whom the site of

our National Bank is named? There are very few people left who still

remember how easygoing and charming and unpretentious and warmhearted

and toughminded and brillaant 'Crab' Nethersole was; and how much

Norman Manley relied on him and his judgements, It would be a pity

if the humanity of this man, and the humagity of the others like

him, who were part of the national awakening and gave it point and

direction, were to be lost to future generations of Jamaicans. So

it would be a good thing if the government, through the Ministry of

Education perhaps, c?uld publish a series of 'school texts telling

the biographical stor& of each of these pioneers, I think, too,

that a simple marble columh inside Heroes Park listing the names of

these pioneers will be a useful reminder that even our National Heroes

needed the support of strong-minded and independent spirits to do

their great work., The lives and the work of the pioneers in nation-

buildihg is the rightful heritage of the Jemaican people., They should

know all about that heritage:’only with knowledge of it will come

pride in it, and the desire to emulate and, perhaps surpass it.

And finally two brief notes on brewing matters in the news Talk about

Casino Gambling has surfaced strongly once more., It is a matter that
in the society

is bound arouse deep controversy and division/at a time when everybody

says the need for unity is paramount. It would be sad if the house

were to divide again, so soon after i€ last year's terrible experien%

Then there are the price increases. Electricity is up, so are drugs,

food and many other things; others threateﬁ; bread and petrol for

instance, The employed will react with demands for higher pay, so

rising wages will chase rising prices in a spiral that seems without

end, The question ig: What of the unemployed and those who depend on

them who have no way of absorbing these shocks? ¥n
Are they not Jemaicans too? Goodnight, D SATes shest S



The Namibian Independence Conference

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
Jenuary T, 1981, 6,10p.m
Good evening: The United Nations aponsored conference on Namidian
independence which opened in Geneva, Switzerland, today is of a
geopolitical importance which has not begg}%Zflected in the media
coverage so far., Such reports as we have had have made it seem a
comparatively straightforwadd process of yet another African
country's march to political independence. S0 we have been given
a timetable whieh goes something like this: the éonference will 1last
a week and out of it should come ggreement for elections to be held
round about March of thid year, and/ this will be followed by the
country becoming independént by .the end of this year. But the first
and most serious obstacle to “this optimistie gcenario &% the fact
that the racist government of South Africa is one of the two major
participants 1in the econference and it is likely to be the single
biggest loser if. things were to work out according to this scenario.
South Africa has been in physical occupation of Namibia since the
end of the first world war when it was given a League of Nations
German

Mandate to administer what was then known as/South West Afrifa.

then known as German East Africa or Tanganyika,
Tanzania/was another such mandated League of Nations territory which
was administered by the British Government., It was part of the patter
of thé colonies of the defeated Germany after the first world war
coming under League of Nations control. But in the case of Namibia
the South Africans proceeded to integrate the political and econfnic

life of what was supposed to be a trust terr%?ry into the South

African system. They introduced a local Assembyy-which functioned
much like our own lecal governkent authorities, but everything eleeg
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customs, taxation, police, education, business, was controlged by

the South African government; and they of course introduced their
Apartheid system indo Namibia. When the League of Nations was replacec
by the United Nations after the second world war and the U.N. started
the decolonisation process the South Africans refused to give up thei:
mandate and in 1950 they unilaterally incorporated Nambia into

South Africa, giving it a number of seats in the South African
Parlisment. And those seats can of course only be occupied by white
Namibians, So for the last 30 years they have defied all U.N, calls

to end their illegal occupation., A little over ten years ago SWAPO,
the South West Africa Peoples Organisation, began an armed struggle

to free Namibia. The Organisation of African Unitgd and the non-
aligned movement generally supported SWAPO and prevailed on the
United Nations to recognise it as the only true repreentative of

the people of Namibia. And this is where the geopolitical complicatioé
began., It has been discovered that under the Namibian deserts 1lie
vast deposits of prewious and strategic minerals and South Africa
has attracted huge investments by multinational corporations to
exploit this mineral wealth, If the South Africans were to lose contrc
what would happen to this wealth? Who would exploit it? Would the
Western multinationels still be free to do so0? Or would a SWAPO
government behave like other independent African states and insist

on control of its own resources? And, on the political front, would

a SWAPO government 'tilt' in the seme direction as Mozambique and
Angola and Zimbabwe? And if Namibia were to break free of South
Africa, what effect would this have on the blacks within South Africas
fnd on the future of all Southern Africa? All these are questions of
who controls and i

wRxzRxaxgxkeumks in whose interest - and there is little concern with

principle or morality, only power,

y ¢ SO0 it is i i i
can command most politiecal muscle in Genenaat%ggsﬁégﬁ,ogoggﬁggh%%de



lg Education in a Context Of Shortage
2 %giurﬁ=¢6=gap$epéng?
“

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

Januery 5, 1981, 6,10p.m

Good evening: Children all over Jamaice returned to school egrlier
today as a new school term began; but some did not; and not out of
choice. There are very many youngsters who sat the GCE 'O' Level
examinations last June and who did not do well at all, Some of
these youngsters will have dropped out of their own choice and will
no@ swell the ranks of the untrained and unskilled unemployed younge.
Others have been told not to return to.school because of their

poor examination results, It is hard to determine just how many
have not returned to school today beeause of poor ‘exam results
because this is a matter which is left largely to the dgscretion

of each particular school invelved., But I personally have been told
of at least one Corporate Area school where some fifty youngsters
who gained less than three '0O' level passes were told not to come
back. I understand that these were all first-time failures and that
some of the youngsters were not more than fifteen years old. If my
information is eorrect, and I have no reason to doubt the sourceg,
thén this is a matter of grave concern which I think the Ministry
of Education should look into at the highest possible level. And

I particularly hope that Mr., Edwin Allen will bring his vast experien%
and knowledge to bear on it, It would be cruelly wrong for our, or
indeed any, educational system to deprive a youngster permanently
of any hope of a secondary and therefore tertiary education because
of one exam f.ailure° I know, and I am sure you know, of many young

people who failed hopelessly at the their first GCE '0' level exagiae

“wdeo
ansthen went on yd§o very well indeed and even to become good
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scholars or successful business people. If those people had been
cast out after thexr first failure at age fifteen or sixteen
Jemaica would have been the poorer for it. One of our problems here
is the hard and often desperate pressure for space, There seems to
be just not enough secondary places for éll our children so only
the 'best'! at the business of passing examinations are filtered
through; the rest are bygpassed or turned out after e first failure,
It was not always like this, I remember & time, during the days
when Mr. Glasspole and Mr, Edwin Allen, presided over the Ministry
of Education, when youngstefﬁroutinely were« given a second chance
and, idexceptionalj circuStances such % extreme youth, a third
chance., In those days only eighteen-year-olds or reaslly hopeless
cases were denied a second chance., And it was during this period
when either Glasspole @ggih;?%PNP or Allen for the JLP presided
over our educational system, that the children of the poor, the
children of the domestic helper; and the laundry women and the
higglers and the ghetto dwellersi;eneral, got their first great
openihg and access to secondary education., It would be a2 tragedy
for Jamaica if now, under the pressure of shartage, the doors to
secondary education were to be even partially closed to these young—
sters from poor homes; for that] basically, is what would really

or influence
happen. Those with money/will always find some way of ensuring some
sort of secondary schooling for their children: not so with the poor.
So give them a second chance at '0' levels please. And finally on
energy. Electricity and petrol prices are bound to go up. And as
prices go up consumption is bound to decline, The rich Western countfg

already shbw dramatic falls in energy consumption and this is expect-

to go on. To survive we are going to have to make equally dramatic
consumption cuts. The real question is how we do it: in an orderly

and planned manner or in a j%éle free for all? Goodnight



Of War & Peace And Want

NEWS COMMENTARY

For troadcast on Friday

January, 2, 1981, 6.10p.m

Good evening: In his New Year's Day message to the.world, Pope

John Paul appealed to all the nations of the world to 'dismantle

the destructive forces working towards war;' He said that if only

a small paert of the money now spent on the arms race were devoted

instead to feeding the poor and hungry and to medicine and science,

mankind would be vastly better off, In hard statistical terms the

Pope was talking about that nearly two-thirds of all mankind who‘

live in the poor cocuntries of the world where per capita income wéz-

$550 U.S. a year or lessj; where starvation in one form or another -

either not enough to feed the body adequately or else straight and

outright starvation - is the condition of the overwhelming majority

of the people; and where most of the people die ¥efore they are

forty. There are scmewhere in the region of 4,000-million people

in our world today and something of the order of 2,800-million cf

these people live in the poor countries where food and medicine are
and sccial

desperately scarce and where health/services are at the most

elementary levels, And the statistical picture to il.ustrate the

Pop@’feferences to the arms race is equally striking in an ironically

different way., Apart from the hud&eds of thousands of millions of

dollars that the two super~powers, the United States and the Soviet

od s Al
Union, spend on arming themselves, theylglso_sell vast quantities
of arms and armaments to the rest of the world, End-of-year figures

just made public in the United States shows that in 1980 $500,000-

million worth of arms were sold to countries all around the world,
Ironically, two-thirds of that vast outpouffing of arms was sold to



Third World countries, ofteh to countries that perform miserably

at feeding and housing their peoples, and that fail at providing
adequate supplies of clean water and decent sanitation. Yet these
countries spend huge proportions of the their néere national budgets
on éagyisticated high-priced weapons, And usually the rich countries
that sell the arms offer better credit and payment terms than they
offer on the sale of food and of medicine. And who are these arms
merchants/;; whom the Pope's appeal was addressed? Top of the list
/fgiel%gg two Buper-powers, the United States and the Soviet Union,

of importance
in that order., The order/of the other major arms exporting couhries
are not immediately available but a year ago France ceame third,
Britéin came fourth and Israel was up there in the first half dozen
of the major arms exporting nations., And $500,000-million is a truly
staggering amount of money to spend arms at a time when nearly two-
thirds of all the people on our earth are living in want and poverty
and ignorance, And Pope John Paul reminded his audience that more
than 400-million people are physically or mentally disabled in our
world today. He said if the arms exporting countries and others ppent
only a small part of that money on help for the handicapped their
suffering could be eased, But the arms race is almost certain to
g0 on because each of the superpowers is convinced that the way to
reace is for it and its allies to arm themselves to the teeth, They
call this the balance of mutual terror: each has $o many and such
deadly weapons and each knows that the other has them too; and this
knowledge, the thinking goed, will deter the othef from striking first,
and replaced

And each time a particular class of weapon is improved on4 the old

obsolete stock is sold yo the Third World at knocdkénwn prices and so

the proliferation of arms continues while two-thirds of mankind remain

in.want° Do you wonder the Pope has comdemned capitalism and communisp
elike? Goodnight



