By KIM JOHNSON
HOW TIRONIC, yet how typlcal, that it’s taken

independent Trinidad and Tobago 35 years for
the army to openly support a steelband, while
the Americans have been domg 80 since 1957. '
. Tt began with Admiral “Dan” Gallery, a World War II hero,
amateur novelist, baseballer, a lover of classical -music, friend
“of the great ce]llst Pablo Casals and enerally a man of ci
_ture. He was on an inspection tour F bbea: ‘
_happened to be in Trinidad at Ca
‘asked ]:um to review the mas

_ “The music just got inside me and shook me u
'reca.lled to US Navy chief musician Franz Gnsso
. Gallery returned to home base
. master, “Can we' produce steelb:

.E‘R.xco"” he inquired.
. Chief musician Char e ]

‘ Ps
And by April the followmg year.
‘shipped off to learn pan in Trinida
 the panyard of the Woodbrook Inva:
. Ellie Mannette tuned pans for the band
oil drums from the US base. nd the

Navy pwneers of military steelpan

+ going behind the bass; and the drummers takmg the high
hats and the iron.

Later that year the Tenth Naval District Steelband was -

~ joined by some gifted musicians who took to pan like sailors
- to the sea and after a year of gigs in Puerto Rico and refresh-

er trips to Trinidad, the band hit the big time. Late in 1958

they played at the World’s Fair in Brussels, were featured on

the Ed Sullivan Show and played at the White House.
Roeper left the army to teach pan in schools and wa
placed by percussionist Grissom who recalls thei
“1I set to work arranging suitable matenal and

- with two other soldi

The band had been formed around 1965 with a push from
George Goddard, leader of the National Association of Trinidad
and Tobago Steelbandsmen (Natts). “Goddard was always nation-
alistic and with the national steelband being formed he was try-
ing for it to be paid like the Police Band and the Regiment Band,”
recalls Natts treasurer Kenrick Thomas.

That was the band which James remembered in the 1966
Festival, but it didn’t make it to the finals, even though it wasn’t
bad and it had one top-class tuner, James Andrews. It didn’t last
to enter another Festival, though.

“What happened is that for Expo 67 in Canada they sent a
services band with men from the Coast Guard and the Police,”
recalls Edward Wade, a former Regiment bandmaster. “They "had
a vibrant thing going ‘but most stayed in Canada after the Expo
and the whole thing fell through.”

ut there were other reasons why that ﬁi'st steelband
Bdech'ned so rapidly. According to Wade, unlike the mili-
tary band, the Regiment steelband was dismissed as a
purely voluntary group of men from various rifle companies:
‘j‘Nﬂlﬁl{r‘h the battahons movmg around to the dxfferent camps was
it
Gradually, Wade started back, bnngmg panmsts into the th -
tary band in 1976. “We were short of musicians; it took six years
to train a clarinet player while we had all these pannists,” recalls
Wade. “But I got into trouble for that. People didnt see1t =
favourably at all, they didn't even consider the pan an mstru-
ment; when I put in the eshmates to purchase pans, the lmmstry
slashed it off.” : N
Then tragedy struck :
" “One of the first panmen I'd brought into the band a fantastic
pannist from Tokyo, was zelslnt to tram anvg a%o!; uibo an accident

before I got the nerve :
. have changed. Brig Carl
. Of the 18 fielded in t .




