ABSTRACT

This study aims at appraising the extent to which teacher education
in Jamaica has been commensurate with the islands educational needs, both
qualitatively and quantitatively, since 1938.

‘I‘he ma.ip eriteria coneidered are the student inteke, emrolment and
output of teacher treining institutions; the quality of teacher training
programes ard the educatioﬁal levels at which they were begun and com-
pleted by students; the proportion of qualified teachers in the teaching
service and the ratio between qualified staff and the puplils enrolled in
schoolss

Other important considerations have been

a) ways in which education, especially teacher education,

has been influenced by political advance, administrative
reform, the recommendations of commissions and comuittees,
and goverment plannings

b) curriculun development in the colleges and its relation
to the needs of the schoolss

¢) the use made of ineservice trainings and
d) tho attention pald to the-preparation of secondary school teachers

Four main chronological poriods cmerged fram tho researchs
1) 1938 - 1946t a poriod of investigation, assesament ami
planning} .
11) 1946 - 19548 a period of gradual change;
111) 1955 - 19603 a pericd of rapid develomments
iv) 1961 = 1970/71: mainly a periocd of post~independence

activities. :
The thesis begins with an historical description of the social,
oconamic and political background to the events of 1938 Next, an
account is given of tho educational system as it was then, the main |

focus being on teacher education. Chapters three, four and five



oxamine the oducational developments which followed 1938, rather slowly
at first, thon accelerdting from about the mid ninoteon fifties. The
sixth chapter deals with the changes which ocourred in teachor training
during the first decade of national independence,

Finally, after the thesis is summarised ard the conelusion deduced,
proposals are made for the improvement of teacher education ard training

in Jamaica.



