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it the end of 1990*_,%&. Trinidad cocoa planters looked
back mr the last 50 years with an air of satisfaction and
looked forward to an era of untold wealth, only to find their
hoves shattered by a fall inm prices in 1921, ’The factors
contributing to this deeline were several, but outstanding
were, declining yields, the termination of indentured
immigPants and their repatriation, nbrtgages and rragmentation
“of estates, 7 o whiech prevented mortgagees

0 he aiseovery of Witches® Proom diséase (Marasmius

Perniciosus) in 1928 conld be deseribed in terms of the
industry, a8 "flogring a dying horse," Here was cocoa at its
~ lowest ebb, yet receiving another set back, Py the end of
1928, 6,000 acres wefe infastﬁ though 60,000 acres were
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© Aprieulture 4s a business, and the aim of the asricil-
tarist is to make a profit. Vhen this becores impossible,
interest in agriculture ceases, and so it was with the coco:
mdustrz. nms field aperatima waro. nfglected and even
abendoned, M, o R L :
| !rhe tollmdng ﬁgam suuarlu the simatim and giveh
. a clear plcture of the alternating prosperity and depression
of the industry, as vell as. the part it played in the economic
structure of th°¢°1°ﬂv-
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