Anantanand Rambachan

The verwy shont histony of mankind has already been littered
with a bong and growing list of majer conflicts triggered by
bigiows intal .

Chancellor, teday there stands before you a man whase cleax
stream of neason has nat last its way in the dreary sands of
dead belief. Fis study of religion and its place in saciety
has blended spivituality with scientific argument and at the
same time building secial welevance - creating a unique
academic mosaic with the capacity to heal inter-veligious
stuife.

Baorn and bred in Tuinidad and Jobage, Anant Rambachan
completed his tentiary education right here at The University
of the West Indies. Fe is cunnently the Professar and FHead
of Religion at St Olaf College in Noxthfield Minnesota. Fe
is the finst individual eutside of Judaism ar Chuistianity to
have had this honour.

Fis scholarly works en Hindu Theology and Philosaphy
have centributed significantly to our undewstanding of the
Findu tradition. Fis writings are essential to many



undergraduate and pestgraduate courses en Religion at
Jn addition te numerous schalarly papews in journals, he
has contributed many chapters to boaks. Fe has alse written
reviews but pauticlady his thivd, “The Udvaita Werld
View” which has been awarded the 2007 CHOICE
Outstanding Ucademic Jitle (ward. This is a highly
prestigious awand for the mast select academic manusciipts.

welationships, veligiows diversity, gender and caste injustice,
clarified the Findu positien en old themes lifie death and
dying, wealth and poverty as well as cantemparany ones lifee
hamaphctia and the status of women.

Fon aver 25 years he has chanted his mantwa of intewieligiows
dialogue, warking to promote deeper undewstanding and
welationship -building amangst the wold’s great veligions.

In 1997, ke delivered the feynote addiess at the Warld
Conference of Chunches on the topic, ‘Tewards One Warkd
family’. Ftis schoelarship extends well beyond academic
cincles and fe has lectured ta pubilic audiences all areund the
globie, including a 20-lecture seties delivered via the far
Jn 2003, ke delivered the invacation address at the historic
inaugural celebnation of Divali at the White FHause and in
2008, he delivered the Lambeth Lecture entitled ‘FHindus and
Chuistians: Celebrating Friendship and Family Challenges
with FHape’ on invitation of Jhe Urchbishop of Canterbury.

Fe has lbeen invited ta the Vatican en four accasions to



Cven since its first description same 2000 years age, there
has been a steady succession of cases in which virtuous men
own land. Net se taday!

This man of weligion whose theughts and ideas have leen
shared but equally received in simple white-washed temples
of Caroni as well as in The White Fowse in Washington,
DC; at the World Canference of Churches in Geneva and in
the Vatican in Rome.

Fe wha has shown that religion does nat have to saw the
seeds of discand teaches that weligion has the power to
illuminate NOJ eliminate.

For his universal message of hope and buotherfood,
Chancellor, J invite you to treceive him, this prodigious
pradigal sen of the University of the West Indies and canfer
upan him the degree of Dactar of Lettens, farnavis cawsa.
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